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U.S. still weary of ‘unusual’ Russian Kyiv Post, Ukraine’s oldest English-language newspaper,
military movements near Ukraine border closes amid outside pressure, threat to editorial independence

OSCE

A suspected Russian base of armored vehicles in Buhiavka of the non-governmentcontrolled part of Luhansk Oblast in eastern Ukraine as seen from an image taken by
the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe’s (OSCE) war zone monitoring mission on April 10. Russian self-propelled 2S1 Gvozdika 122-millilimeter
howitzers are pictured. The base has approximately 150 units of hardware, including
tanks, according to other aerial pictures available.
by Mark Raczkiewycz
KYIV – As the winter approaches, Russia
continues to deploy military units near
Ukraine’s state border, the U.S. government
and a British intelligence company said.
The reports of “unusual” Russian military
movements have prompted U.S. Secretary
of State Antony Blinken to publicly voice
“concern” on the matter.
Ukrainian military intelligence has
downplayed similar reports that were
made last week by the Washington Post
and Politico, who cited recent satellite

images and U.S. anonymous government
officials.
After meeting with visiting Ukrainian
Foreign Affairs Minister Dmytro Kuleba in
Washington on November 10, Washington’s
top diplomat jointly addressed journalists
with his counterpart while mentioning that
the U.S. is “monitoring” the movements
“very closely.”
“Our concern is that Russia may make a
serious mistake of attempting to rehash
what it undertook back in 2014, when it
(Continued on page 7)

savethekyivpost.com

Most of the fired staff of the Kyiv Post, including outgoing chief editor Brian Bonner
(center, in glasses holding sign), in front of the publication’s office building in Kyiv on
November 10.
by Mark Raczkiewycz
KYIV – Long a bane and check on people
of influence and power, Ukraine’s oldest
independent English-language newspaper
is no more – temporarily, at least, its
publisher announced this week.
Adnan Kivan, a wealthy Odesa-based
property developer, on November 8 unexpectedly shuttered the Kyiv Post and
dismissed its entire staff of about 50
people, effective immediately.
To anyone following Ukraine, the publication had been known as one of a handful
of reliable English-language news sources

U.S., Ukraine sign updated text to strategic partnership document
Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty’s Ukrainian Service

U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken and Ukrainian
Foreign Affairs Minister Dmytro Kuleba have signed an
updated text to a charter on a strategic partnership that
reaffirms that the relationship between the United States
and Ukraine is based on shared and common values.
The document provides for cooperation between the two
countries on security and defense, democracy and the rule
of law, as well as the economy, including in the energy sector
(The full text of the U.S.-Ukraine Charter on Strategic
Partnership can be found on page 5 of this week’s issue of
The Weekly).
The charter goes into detail on Ukraine’s energy security,
saying that the United States intends to support Ukraine’s
efforts to become energy independent, decarbonize its economy and deregulate its energy sector among other goals.
In addition, the United States declares its intention to
“prevent the Kremlin from using energy as a geopolitical
weapon.”
(Continued on page 5)

Oleksii Osyka, VOA

Ukrainian Foreign Affairs Minister Dmytro Kuleba speaks during a recent visit to the United States.

to cover the country.
It was a “temporary” yet abrupt move
motivated by an effort to “reformat” the
publication amid accusations by most of
the editorial staff of 30 accusing Mr. Kivan
of an attempt to “infringe” on the newspaper’s “editorial independence.”
Three days after temporarily shutting
the paper, Mr. Kivan had already hired former Kyiv Post CEO Luc Chenier to resume
his position. The French Canadian, who
has been a resident of Ukraine for the past
two decades, previously oversaw the
business of the newspaper in 2016-2018
and is credited for introducing the “Top 30
[people] under 30 [years-old]” event that is
still held in the country today.
Meanwhile, most of the fired editorial
staff, barring longtime chief editor Brian
Bonner, said they are looking to secure
financing to start a news publication. They
also said that on two occasions they asked
Mr. Kivan to sell the newspaper.
Having been rebuffed, they started www.
savethekyivpost.com and a Facebook page
to help with their endeavor.
“If we cannot save the Kyiv Post brand, we
can at least save its values. We are therefore
ready to launch a new publication,” reads
their statement posted on social media.
Over the past week, a concern over
alleged outside pressure from government
was voiced by the editorial team, including
its long-time chief editor Brian Bonner, who
didn’t attach his name to a statement that
the protesting editorial staff published
about their firing.
Published for more than a quarter century, the go-to online and print newspaper
for any stakeholder interested in Ukraine
has held government, tycoons, politicians
(Continued on page 9)
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Russian military buildup around
Ukraine: routine, seasonal maneuvers
by Volodymyr Havrylov
Eurasia Daily Monitor
Recent publications in the Western
media about the Russian military buildup
along the border with Ukraine (Kyiv Post,
October 31) provoked a new round of discussions about whether Moscow intends to
resolve the Ukrainian issue by force. This
worry was based on satellite images of
massed armored units and support equipment at Yelnya, in the Smolensk region of
Russia (Kyiv Post, November 2), combined
with social media reports of apparent
movements of Russian military personnel
and materiel in areas close to Ukraine.
The Ukrainian defense ministry tried to
calm the situation by declaring that it had
not observed any anomalies in the movements of Russian units (Mil.gov.ua,
November 2). The chief of the General Staff
of the Armed Forces of Ukraine, Lt. Gen.
Serhiy Shaptala, stressed that “there was no
increase in [Russian] forces on the state
border with Ukraine” (Censor, November 5).
Yelnya is less than 80 miles from the eastern
border of Belarus, but more than 160 miles
from the northern border of Ukraine.
The last significant increase in the
grouping of the Russian Armed Forces in
the Western and Southern military districts
(MD), which border on Ukraine, took place
in March-April 2021. That rapid buildup
involved the active use of Russian military
training grounds near the Ukrainian border
and in occupied Crimea. And those activities were accompanied by a constant movement of troops between bases and training
grounds (see Eurasia Daily Monitor, April 8,

20, 27, May 3, 12). In contrast, the Ukrainian
side does not consider these latest Russian
military movements an anomaly.
In fact, Moscow has been gradually
expanding the military groupings in its
Western and Southern military districts
since 2014, when relations with the West
sharply deteriorated due to the Russian
invasion of Ukraine. Given the Kremlin’s
deep-rooted opposition to the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), the
political situation in Ukraine and its movement toward membership in the Alliance
were a logical trigger for the Russian military expansion in the western strategic
direction.
In 2016, Russian Defense Minister
Sergei Shoigu announced the formation of
two new divisions within the 20th Army of
the Western Military District (RIA Novosti,
TASS, May 4, 2016; see EDM, April 5, 2016).
Today, these are the 3rd Motor Rifle
Division (MRD), based in Valuyki, Belgorod
Oblast, and the 144th MRD, based in
Yelnya, Smolensk Oblast. And as part of that
reshuffle of its west- and southwest-facing
defense posture, Russia modernized existing ranges, revitalized abandoned garrisons, as well as established new permanent
military bases along the border with
Ukraine, Belarus and the Baltic States. But
Russia still has gaps there that must be
filled with additional equipment and personnel.
The headquarters and units from both
new divisions participated in the RussoBelarusian joint military exercise Zapad
(Continued on page 4)

First strike: The political consequences of Ukraine’s
Bayraktar drone attack on Russia-backed forces in Donbas
by Yuri Lapaiev
Eurasia Daily Monitor
On October 26, the Armed Forces of
Ukraine (AFU) for the first time used the
Turkish-produced Bayraktar TB2
unmanned combat aerial vehicle (UCAV) to
strike at forces of the so-called Donetsk
“People’s Republic” (DPR) militia in
Donbas. According to the official statement
of the AFU General Staff, enemy units used
a battery of D-30 howitzers to fire on
Ukrainian positions in the area of the settlement of Hranitne (Donetsk Oblast). Two
AFU service members were wounded during the shelling, and one was killed. After
several attempts to stop the shelling
through diplomatic channels – via the
Organization for Security and Cooperation
in Europe’s Special Monitoring Mission
(OSCE SMM) – the AFU’s commander-inchief, Maj. Gen. Valeriy Zaluzhny, ordered
Ukrainian units to deploy a Bayraktar TB2
to fire on and suppress the enemy’s offensive capabilities. The UCAV did not cross
the line of contact, but it destroyed one
howitzer gun with a guided bomb. In order
to minimize casualties, a small ordnance
was used – an 8.5-kilogram МАМ-С modification. This succeeded in halting further
shelling of the Ukrainian positions. Within
hours, the AFU posted a video of the strike
online (Facebook.com, October 26).
The incident marked Ukraine’s first
employment of this modern UCAV in combat since its purchase from Turkey in late

2018. In the first few years following the
acquisition, many in the AFU top brass
believed that a deployment of those Turkish
strike drones on the front lines was too premature, impractical or even dangerous considering possible consequences coming
from Moscow in response to this weapon’s
use against the Russia-backed separatists.
But the situation changed in light of several
episodes of Turkish military units using the
Bayraktar TB2 against Moscow-supported
forces in the Syrian theater and, especially,
after these drones’ much-commented-on
performance in the recent war in Karabakh
(September 27-November 9, 2020). Thus,
since 2020, the AFU started to use these
UCAVs more often in exercises, mostly to
rehearse intelligence-gathering but also to
practice aerial targeting of missile-artillery
systems (Ukrinform, May 26). The first
flight of a Bayraktar TB2 near the front
lines in the Donbas “Joint Forces Operation”
(JFO) zone occurred on September 28,
2020 (Tyzhden, October 14).
One of the interesting aspects of the
October 26 strike was the informational
support to the operation provided by a
number of famous Ukrainian military bloggers. Many of them had earlier been invited
to observe and cover the Joint Efforts 2021
exercise. This may be a sign of Mr. Zaluzhny
taking a new approach when it comes to
the AFU’s media policies. Considering the
importance of quickly and widely dissemi(Continued on page 6)

Zelenskyy signs ‘anti-oligarch law’
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelens
kyy has signed into law a bill intended to
curb the political influence of the country’s
oligarchs. Mr. Zelenskyy signed the so-called
anti-oligarch legislation on November 5, saying it would ensure the interests of society
are served rather than that of a narrow elite
of the rich and powerful. “No matter how big
a businessman is, he must work according
to the law and on an equal footing with
other economic entities. If someone is used
to buying politicians to allow them to circumvent the law, then even the richest will
have to say goodbye to this habit,” the president said. “There can be no other option but
to dismantle the oligarchic system. Without
this, it is simply impossible to overcome
poverty in Ukraine and fully join the
European community,” he added. Passed by
parliament in September, the legislation
introduces a legal definition for an oligarch,
creates a register of tycoons and requires
officials to declare contacts with oligarchs or
their representatives. It also prohibits oligarchs from financing political parties, political ads or demonstrations, and excludes
them from privatization of state assets. The
United States and European Union have long
called on Ukraine to rein in the handful of
oligarchs who wield enormous political
influence from behind the scenes to the detriment of everyday citizens. However, critics
of the law have warned that it opens the
door for subjective targeting. According to
the law, Ukraine’s National Security and
Defense Council (NSDC) would make the
final determination of whether an individual meets the criteria of a person having significant economic or political influence in
public life – or oligarch. The Council of
Ministers, members of the central bank, the
Defense Council, the Anti-Monopoly
Ministry, or the Security Service of Ukraine
(SBU) have the right to submit the name of
a tycoon for review by the NSDC. (RFE/RL’s
Ukrainian Service)
Blinken, Kuleba discuss troop buildup

U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken
warned that Russia would be making a
“serious mistake” if it were to try to repeat
what it did in 2014 in Ukraine, and he said
Washington was concerned by reports of
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“unusual Russian military activity” near the
Ukrainian border. Mr. Blinken made the
comments on November 10 after talks with
visiting Ukrainian Foreign Affairs Minister
Dmytro Kuleba. The two diplomats met
amid growing concern in Ukraine, and in
parts of Europe, about a large buildup of
Russian military forces some 260 kilometers north of the Ukrainian border, not far
from the border with Belarus. Ukraine’s
Defense Ministry last week said that up to
90,000 troops remained in those locations
despite the conclusion of military drills,
when the units had been expected to return
to the regular bases. Mr. Blinken told
reporters that the U.S. authorities were
unclear about Russia’s intentions with
Ukraine, but that Washington’s commitment to Ukraine’s territorial integrity was
“ironclad.” “We’re concerned by reports of
unusual Russian military activity near
Ukraine,” he said. “Any escalatory or aggressive actions would be of grave concern to
the United States.” “We don’t have clarity
into Moscow’s intentions, but we do know
its playbook,” he said. The two sides also
signed a new agreement that pledged cooperation between Washington and Kyiv.
“What is unfolding in Europe now is a very
complicated thing with many elements to
it,” Mr. Kuleba told reporters. “In this complicated game, we have to remain vigilant,
we have to be resilient.” Mr. Blinken also
mentioned the growing crisis in Belarus,
where thousands of migrants – mainly from
the Middle East – have massed along the
border with Poland and Lithuania. Both
countries have declared states of emergency and deployed extra border forces. (RFE/
RL, with reporting by AP)

Blinken hosts Ukrainian delegation

U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken
met with his Ukrainian counterpart in
Washington as the Biden Administration
seeks to demonstrate support for the country in the face of Russian aggression while
also pushing its leaders to carry out
Western-backed reforms. Mr. Blinken’s
talks with Ukrainian Foreign Affairs
Minister Dmytro Kuleba and other highranking officials follows on an agreement
reached between President Joe Biden and
(Continued on page 11)
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FOR THE RECORD

Svoboda Editor-in-Chief Emeritus Roma Hadzewycz delivers 2020 Antonovych Award speech
Following is the text, translated from
the original Ukrainian, of the speech delivered by Roma Hadzewycz, editor-in-chief
emeritus of Svoboda and The Ukrainian
Weekly, at the Antonovych Foundation
Award ceremony at the Embassy of
Ukraine on October 30 (The translation is
by Ms. Hadzewycz).
September 15, 1893, is a historic date in
the history of the Ukrainian diaspora. That
was the day Svoboda, the world’s oldest
continuously published Ukrainianlanguage newspaper, was born. And it’s
now been published for 128 years!
It’s interesting to note that, from its very
first issue, Svoboda’s front page carried the
immortal words of Taras Shevchenko:
“Study, my brothers, think and read. Learn
what others have to offer, but do not forsake your own. … In your own house you
will see true justice, strength and liberty.”
Thus began the long history of Svoboda as
the enlightener of immigrants to America
from Ukrainian lands.
The newspaper’s founder and editor-inchief, Father Hryhoriy Hrushka, stated that
Svoboda should be the people’s newspaper.
From his appeal to “brother Rusyns” –
which appeared on the front page of the
first issue of Svoboda – we know that he
believed in the power of the printed word
and in the special mission of a Ukrainian
newspaper on American soil.
Father Hrushka asserted: “Our task is: to
enlighten the Rusyn people. Defend their
dignity from enemy attacks, show them the
road to progress, civilization, prosperity.
Further – it will be our holy obligation to
safeguard among the people their … faith,
traditions and language. Finally, we will
work toward uniting our people in one
great community.”
Already in its fourth issue, dated
November 1, 1893, the new newspaper’s

front page carried an editorial headlined
“We Need a National Organization.” These
words were transformed into a great deed:
the founding on February 22, 1894, of a fraternal organization that became the largest
Ukrainian organization in America.
This marked the beginning of a new
period in the history of the Ukrainian diaspora.
Yes! It was on the initiative of Svoboda
that an organization called the Ruskyi
Narodnyi Soyuz was established – an organization that since 1914 has been known
as the Ukrainian National Association.
On May 30, 1894, at the first regular convention of the Soyuz, the delegates unanimously decided that Svoboda would be the
official organ of the newly created organization, although the Soyuz was not yet the
newspaper’s owner (That would happen in
1908). It is worth noting here that it was at
this convention in 1894 that the hymn
“Shche ne vmerla Ukraina” was first heard
in America.
Fathers Nestor Dmytriw, Stefan Makar
and Ivan Ardan, as editors-in-chief in the
years 1895 to 1907, continued Svoboda’s
all-important mission. Indeed, they solidified Svoboda’s role as the organizer of
Ukrainians in America and guardian of the
Ukrainian diaspora.
The newspaper continued to grow
thanks to the hard work and dedication of
Editors-in-Chief Anthony Tsurkovsky, Osyp
Stetkevych, Volodymyr Lototsky and Emil
Revyuk from 1907 to 1933.
Svoboda constantly underscored the
spiritual unity of the diaspora’s Ukrainians
with Ukraine and the Ukrainian nation. It
stated unequivocally that “our fundamental
and principal demand … is complete
national independence of the Ukrainian
nation.”
Svoboda’s illustrious editor-in-chief
from 1933 to 1955, Dr. Luke Myshuha, later

wrote of the crucial role of the newspaper
and its publisher: “The Ukrainian National
Association saved the Ukrainian soul of our
nation in America. It did not allow enemies
and darkness to destroy it. And, having
saved that soul, it encouraged the people to
work and to dedicate themselves to the
great ideal of liberating the native land
from captivity.”
It must be pointed out that Dr. Myshuha
became the ideologist of not only Svoboda
and the UNA, but of the Ukrainian community in the diaspora. In this visionary’s concept of “two homelands,” Ukrainians could
at once be true patriots of Ukraine and
loyal citizens of the countries where they
resided.
It was thanks to that concept that on
October 6, 1933, The Ukrainian Weekly
was born, at first as a supplement to
Svoboda. And The Weekly’s first editor was
Stephen Shumeyko, all of 25 years old.
Svoboda became known as a “crusading
newspaper,” as Anthony Dragan, the tireless editor-in-chief in the years 1955-1979,
oftentimes said. All of Svoboda’s crusades,
he explained, were based on two fundamental goals: organizing Ukrainians in
America and supporting the Ukrainian
nation’s struggle for independence.
Svoboda told the world the truth about
the Holodomor when Western journalists
declined to report on this genocide. The
newspaper gave voice to subjugated
Ukraine; it defended Ukrainian refugees
and displaced persons, and discussed the
problems of their adjustment to new conditions in the New World.
Svoboda spearheaded the crusade to
erect a monument in Washington, D.C., to
Taras Shevchenko and to establish
Ukrainian studies chairs and the Ukrainian
Research Institute at Harvard University.
It reported news about Ukrainian political prisoners in the Soviet Union and pub-

lished their appeals, memoranda and documents about human and national rights.
From the pages of Svoboda, we can recreate the multifaceted history of Ukrainian
Americans. We learn where churches,
schools and national homes were built and
by whom; which organizations educated
our children; who founded the first choirs,
orchestras and drama troupes, as well as
sports facilities, scholarly institutions and
publishing houses.
Editors-in-chief who led Svoboda after
Mr. Dragan and admirably continued the
far-reaching mission of the newspaper
were Zenon Snylyk and Irene Jarosewich.
Svoboda was also led by several other editors, although for shorter periods: Basil
Tershakovec, Serhiy Myroniuk and Raissa
Galechko.
Nor can we forget the many members of
Svoboda’s editorial staff, its correspondents
and contributors whose bylines enriched
the newspaper’s pages.
In February of 2007, I took on the
responsibilities of the editor-in-chief of
Svoboda in addition to my duties as editorin-chief of The Ukrainian Weekly. I am
deeply grateful for the cooperation of a
devoted and extremely hard-working editorial staff: Editors Petro Chasto, Lev
Khmelkovsky, Chrystyna Ferencevych and
Leo Iwaskiw, as well as the production/
technical staff of Ihor Pylypchuk and Stefan
Slutsky, responsible for layout, Svoboda’s
webpage and its digitized archives.
I had the honor of working with them
until the end of 2020, when I retired. It is
they and all of our outstanding predecessors who deserve this Antonovych
Foundation Award.
* * *
Оne of the points in the UNA’s Mission
Statement is: “The Ukrainian National
(Continued on page 6)

Portman, Senate colleagues introduce Nord Stream 2 amendment to defense budget
WASHINGTON – U.S. Sens. Rob Portman
(R-Ohio), Jim Risch (R-Idaho) John Barrasso
(R-Wyo.), Ron Johnson (R-Wis.), Tom Cotton
(R-Ariz.), and Ted Cruz (R-Texas) introduced
an amendment to the fiscal year 2022
National Defense Authorization Act to stop
the Nord Stream 2 (NS2) pipeline project.
The amendment imposes mandatory sanctions on Nord Stream 2 AG, the Kremlinowned company in charge of Russian
President Vladimir Putin’s malign pipeline
project.
“The Biden Administration’s decision to
waive the congressionally mandated sanctions has emboldened President Putin,
while hurting our ally Ukraine, at a time
when Russian troops are once again surging to the Ukrainian-Russian border –
implementation of these sanctions are crucial to supporting European independence
and energy security,” Mr. Portman said in a
statement released by his office on
November 8.
“For the third year in a row, a bipartisan
majority in Congress has acted to stop the
malign NS2 project. Since the Biden
Administration refused to impose mandatory congressional sanctions on NS2 earlier
this year, Russia has cut gas transit through
Ukraine and amassed troops and military
equipment on the Ukrainian border. Mr.
Putin is also publicly warning European
Union leaders to quickly certify NS2 if they

want relief from Europe’s worst gas crisis
in years,” Mr. Risch said, according to the
statement released by Mr. Portman’s office.
“Unsurprisingly, the Biden Administr
ation has not imposed any cost on Russia
for creating and weaponizing this energy
crisis. So long as the administration continues to ignore the bipartisan will of
Congress, we will continue to push legislation that protects our allies and interests in
Europe, while countering the Kremlin’s
malign influence projects,” Mr. Risch said.
“At a time when Russia is restricting
energy in Europe, the Biden Administration
needs to follow the law by sanctioning
Nord Stream 2,” said Mr. Barrasso. “We
know that protecting this Russian trap is
not in our national security interest. Our
amendment will rightfully restore bipartisan sanctions on Mr. Putin’s geopolitical
weapon.”
“President Biden allowing the completion of projects like the Nord Stream 2
pipeline is a threat to European energy
security. His decision to waive sanctions
sent an unfortunate signal that the United
States is not prepared to do what Congress
has mandated the administration do: use
crushing sanctions to stop the pipeline.
This type of weakness only encourages Mr.
Putin’s aggression. He’s not paying a significant price for his malign activities, and with
decisions like these, the Biden administr

ation is only encouraging him. This administration is sending a message of weakness
and appeasement to our adversaries,
encouraging and emboldening them. I am
happy to support this amendment that will
serve as a check on Mr. Putin’s malign activities,” Mr. Johnson said.
“The Nord Stream 2 pipeline will

expand Russian influence and threaten
energy security throughout Europe. Since
the Biden Administration won’t hold Mr.
Putin accountable, Congress must take
action to ensure our NATO allies aren’t hostage to Russian energy,” Mr. Cotton said.
Source: Office of U.S. Sen. Rob Portman.

Quotable notes

Well, you referenced the concern we’ve expressed to the military buildup, and we
are in fact concerned with the public reports of unusual Russian military activity
near Ukraine. It’s not for us to speak to Russian intentions, but we are monitoring the
situation very closely, as we always do, and we’ll continue to consult with our allies
and partners on this issue. As you know, the Secretary will have an opportunity to
meet with his Ukrainian counterpart tomorrow. We will have a strategic dialogue
with Ukraine here at the department tomorrow. It was last week that the Secretary
and President Biden had an opportunity to consult with President Zelenskyy, and
you referenced the high-level visit from CIA Director Burns to Moscow.
As we’ve made clear in the past, any escalatory or aggressive action would be of
great concern to the United States, and so that’s why we’ll continue to support deescalation in the region and a diplomatic resolution to the conflict in eastern Ukraine.
This is what President Biden and Secretary Blinken made clear to President
Zelenskyy at – during their meetings on the margins of COP26. They were unambiguous that our support for Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial integrity is unwavering.
We stand with Ukraine, we stand with Kyiv, and condemn all Russian aggression
against Ukraine in all forms. We’ll have an opportunity to do that again in person
tomorrow during the course of this strategic dialogue.
– Ned Price, spokesperson, U.S. Department of State, in a statement issued on
November 9.
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Ukrainian IT industry showcased at world’s largest technology conference
Some 15,000 visit Ukrainian pavilion
by Roman Tymotsko
LISBON, Portugal – For the first time in
the history of the world’s largest technology conference, Ukraine hosted a pavilion at
Web Summit 2021 that attracted some
15,000 people during on November 1-4.
The summit, first held in 2009, is
described by event organizers as “the
most important tech event in the world.”
This year’s event attracted some 43,000
attendees.
At the Ukrainian pavilion, members of
the country’s IT sector were represented by
14 startup and 10 established companies.
The creation of the national pavilion
resulted from joint efforts of the Council of
Exporters and Investors at the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of Ukraine, the Embassy of
Ukraine in Portugal, the Ministry of Digital
Transformation of Ukraine, the Ukrainian
Startup Fund and several business associations.
“The presentation of the domestic technological ecosystem is an important component of work to promote the image of
Ukraine as a high-tech state. The Council of
Exporters and Investors at the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of Ukraine is making systematic efforts to build our country’s technical brand in the world, the logical continuation of which is the national pavilion at
Web Summit 2021,” said Deputy Minister
for Foreign Affairs of Ukraine Dmytro Senik.
Web Summit has been described as the
most important tech event in the world.
Among speakers in previous editions of the
summit were Stephen Hawking, Elon Musk,
Al Gore, Bono and U.N. Secretary General
António Guterres.
The conference’s topics center on internet technology, emerging technologies and
venture capitalism. Web Summit’s partners
range from Fortune 500 companies to
startups, with attendees representing all
levels and sectors of the global high technology industry.
“The conference bridges the gap between
creativity and tech while balancing sober
dialogue with the optimistic ethos synonymous with innovation,” Forbes magazine
wrote about the event. Politico has referred
to the summit as a Davos for millennials.
This year the Web Summit had more
than 40,000 participants, with 2,000 startup companies represented, as well as 1,100
investors and 2,200 media representatives.

Russian military...
(Continued from page 2)
2021 in mid-September (see EDM,
September 9, 16, 29). They were reinforced
by a battlegroup from Russia’s 41st
Combined Arms Army (Central MD), based
in Novosibirsk. After the conclusion of the
exercise, the equipment of this latter battlegroup was reportedly left at the Pogonovo
training range, in Voronezh Oblast, and at
Yelnya, in Smolensk Oblast (Kyiv Post,
October 31). According to the satellite
imagery referenced by recent media
reporting, that equipment remains stored
outdoors (Kyiv Post, November 2), far from
its home bases and without the capacity for
performing scheduled maintenance.
Further delays in returning this equipment would mean either that Russia plans
for its operational use in the near future, or
it intends to permanently transfer it to the
newly created local divisions in Yelnya and
Valuyki. In either case, this would indicate

Speakers at the Web Summit included one
of the founders of the internet, Tim
Berners-Lee, Microsoft President Brad
Smith, Twitter co-founder Biz Stone and
Amazon CTO Werner Vogels, among others.
“Ukrainian entrepreneurs have long
been participating in the Web Summit –
presenting their startups, looking for partners, becoming part of the global tech community. My colleagues and I have been
coming here for years. We noticed that
many Ukrainians took part in this event;
last year, there were about 500 people from
Ukraine. But we have never been represented as a country or a separate ecosystem. Visitors from other countries had very
different information about our country,
and there was not a central place that
would present Ukraine as a whole,” said
Olesya Maliovana, coordinator of the
Ukrainian pavilion at the Web Summit.
“We wanted to provide more structured
information about how the Ukrainian technological community is developing now,
what representatives we have, what funds
we have, how we have a well-established
investment system. Thanks to this, representatives of other countries will have an
idea of how

to contact us and what we can
offer as an ecosystem: what companies we
have, what startups are developing in
Ukraine,” Ms. Maliovana said.
The team behind Ukraine’s pavilion said
they wanted to give the technology world a
holistic view of the industry in Ukraine.
Organizers said that people who visit the
pavilion know very little about the
Ukrainian tech ecosystem, so it’s worth educating them about technology in Ukraine.
“In addition to the stand, on the first day
of the Web Summit, we held an event to
present the Ukrainian technological ecosystem from its representatives: the state,
embassy, companies, non-profit organizations. Everyone from their field spoke
about what is happening in our country
now and what our strategy is: where we
are moving, how we plan to develop, what
difficulties we have,” Ms. Maliovana told
The Weekly’s correspondent in Lisbon.
On November 2, as part of the official Web
Summit program, a thematic master class,
“Hidden Gem: Ukraine’s Tech Ecosystem at a
Glance,” was held. The class showcased the
products, services and solutions of wellknown Ukrainian technology companies.
The event was opened by Deputy

Minister of Digital Transformation for IT
Development Oleksandr Bornyakov,
Ambassador of Ukraine to Portugal Inna
Ognivets and Director of the Ukrainian
Startup Fund Pavlo Kartashov.
In her speech, Ms. Ognivets noted that
the Ukrainian pavilion at Web Summit
2021 was the result of consolidated action
of individuals from the public and business
sectors. Given that the Web Summit is a
platform for cooperating with foreign partners, attracting foreign investment and promoting the country’s IT capabilities,
Ukraine should use the platform to realize
its ambitions to transform Ukraine into a
global IT hub, Ms. Ognivets said.
The Council of Exporters and Investors
at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine
is a platform where the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs accumulates information on investment and trade opportunities worldwide
and facilitates business contacts between
Ukrainian exporters and importers abroad.
“People know that the Ukrainian IT
industry has a lot of talent,” Ms. Maliovana
said. “Many companies try to hire our engineers, so they know that Ukrainians are a
creative community. Many Ukrainians are
project managers in global technology companies and are known as effective managers. But few people know that we already
have five unicorns (companies with capitalization of more than $1 billion) because
they think that we are a country that is just
beginning to enter the global IT arena.”
“Most people think that we have poorly
formed legislation for startups. It was inter-

esting and new for many visitors to learn
that we have a state fund that invests in
startups,” Ms. Maliovana said.
The Ukrainian Startup Fund has already
invested in more than 100 startups, she
said.
The pavilion has already embarked on
partnerships with Brazil, Portugal, Hungary,
and Italy in the development of tech industries. According to Ms. Maliovana, those
partnerships include cooperation with local
incubators and accelerators – organizations
that help startups grow into successful,
established businesses.
Web Summit also included a startup
competition. Throughout the conference,
hundreds of startups presented their ideas
and had a chance to speak about their
products on the main stage, where tens of
thousands of Web Summit participants
gather. Ukrainian startup Effa won the qualification pitch round and presented on the
main stage. Effa is an example of an innovative Ukrainian startup. The company manufactures completely recyclable and renewable paper travel amenities, among them
toothbrushes.
Among other Ukrainian startups at the
Web Summit were Finmap, an online service for financial accounting in small and
micro businesses; GIOS, a mobile application that helps individuals learn math and
develop critical thinking; Djooky, a music
trading platform that gives artists access to
a global investor community and investors
the opportunity to trade a new class of
assets.

that both the 144th MRD and the 3rd MRD
have not yet reached full operational readiness.
Reinforcing the 20th Army with two
new divisions as well as the strengthening
of the 8th Army on the eastern border of
Ukraine has altered the pattern of Russian
military activities in the region. This relates
especially to the operational area of the 3rd
MRD (Valuyki, Belgorod Oblast; Boguchar,
Voronezh Oblast; the Pogonovo training
range, Voronezh Oblast) and the 144th
MRD (Klintsy, Bryansk Oblast; Pochep,
Bryansk Oblast; Yelnya, Smolensk Oblast).
Prior to the conflict with Ukraine, these
areas were sparsely populated rural territories with a minimal military presence.
But the subsequent deployment of permanent military bases has led to an intensification of transport movements in the
region related to combat training, logistics
and supplies. Furthermore, the emergence
of new associated command-and-control
(C2) elements has resulted in an increase in
electromagnetic activities in the area. All of

this should, therefore, now be considered a
routine backdrop to the Russian military
presence along the northern border of
Ukraine.
The seasonal nature of military activity
in Russia should also be taken into account.
The summer training period ends in
October-November, after which many
troops return from the training grounds to
their bases. Some air-defense units
involved in various exercises have to be
transported by rail from the Ashuluk range,
in Astrakhan Oblast – a distance of more
than 1,000 kilometers. An external observer unfamiliar with these aspects could easily perceive such developments as evidence
of increased military activity with unclear
goals. And this kind of uncertainty, obviously, raises suspicion and anxiety.
Over the past five years, the creation of
permanent new divisional military bases in
the Russian regions adjacent to Ukraine has
naturally led to increased seasonal movements of military equipment and personnel
in the 200-kilometer zone around the

Ukrainian border. And deliberately or not,
this activity contributes to Moscow’s
broader “hybrid” strategy of keeping up
psychological pressure on Kyiv and the
West through military, economic and information leverage. That phenomenon should
certainly be recognized, but care is needed
to ensure it does not confuse or color the
vigilance of Western democratic societies
regarding Russia’s true intentions and
covert actions.
A free, independent and prosperous
Ukraine remains a major apprehension and
a key strategic challenge for the current
regime in Moscow. Russia will use every
available means to destabilize Ukraine and
be the first to “help the Ukrainian people
get rid of the anti-Russian regime.” Within
the “hybrid” tool chest, the Kremlin’s military tool for this purpose is already at hand.

Roman Tymotsko

The Ukrainian pavilion at the Web Summit in Lisbon, Portugal.

The article above is reprinted from
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation,
www.jamestown.org.
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Full text of updated U.S.-Ukraine strategic partnership document
The following is the text of the
U.S.-Ukraine Charter on Strategic
Partnership signed by U.S. Secretary of State
Antony J. Blinken and Ukrainian Foreign
Affairs Minister Dmytro Kuleba in
Washington, D.C., on November 10. The full
text was provided by the U.S. State
Department on November 10.
Preamble

The United States and Ukraine:
Reaffirm the importance of our relationship as friends and strategic partners,
based both on our shared values and common interests, including a commitment to a
Europe that is whole, free, democratic and
at peace. Reiterate that the strategic partnership existing between our two nations
is critical for the security of Ukraine and
Europe as a whole.
Underscore that our partnership is founded on common democratic values, respect
for human rights and the rule of law, and a
commitment to Ukraine’s implementation of
the deep and comprehensive reforms necessary for full integration into European and
Euro-Atlantic institutions in order to ensure
economic prosperity for its people.
Commend Ukraine’s significant progress
towards improving its democracy as well
as its commitment to continuing democratic reform, which are crucial for advancing
democracy throughout Eastern Europe.
Emphasize unwavering commitment to
Ukraine’s sovereignty, independence and
territorial integrity within its internationally recognized borders, including Crimea
and extending to its territorial waters in the
face of ongoing Russian aggression, which
threatens regional peace and stability and
undermines the global rules-based order.
Declare our determination to deepen
our strategic partnership by expanding
bilateral cooperation in political, security,
defense, development, economic, energy,
scientific, educational, cultural and

U.S., Ukraine sign...
(Continued from page 1)
The United States also vows to support
Ukraine’s efforts to counter armed aggression and malicious cyberactivity by Russia,
including by maintaining sanctions on
Russia, and applying other relevant measures.
On defense matters, the charter says
Washington supports Ukraine’s efforts to
maximize its status as a NATO Enhanced
Opportunities Partner to promote interoperability and Ukraine’s “right to decide its
own future foreign policy course free from
outside interference, including with respect
to Ukraine’s aspirations to join NATO.”
The parties also recognized the 2021
Strategic Defense Framework as a basis for
further in-depth cooperation on defense
and security and intend to work to advance
shared priorities, including implementing
reforms, deepening cooperation in areas
such as Black Sea security, intelligence
sharing and countering Russian aggression.
The previous text of the charter was
signed in December 2008. The parties
agreed to review its text every 10 years or
earlier by mutual consent.
Mr. Kuleba underscored the importance
of support from the United States and
added that Ukraine would benefit from any
potential defense cooperation that would
strengthen its capabilities including intelligence sharing or air defense systems.
“We are in a situation where we cannot

humanitarian spheres.
Affirm the commitments made to
strengthen the Ukraine-U.S. strategic partnership by Presidents Zelenskyy and Biden
on September 1.
Intend to use the Strategic Partnership
Commission (SPC), its Working Groups and
other bilateral mechanisms to maximize the
potential of our cooperation and address
the challenges outlined in this Charter.
Section I: Principles of cooperation

This Charter is based on core principles
and beliefs shared by both sides:
Support for each other’s sovereignty,
independence, territorial integrity and inviolability of borders constitutes the foundation of our bilateral relations.
Our friendship and strategic relationship
stem from our fundamental mutual understanding and appreciation for the shared
belief that democracy and rule of law are
the chief guarantors of security, prosperity
and freedom.
Cooperation between democracies on
defense and security is essential to respond
effectively to threats to peace and stability.
A strong, independent and democratic
Ukraine, capable of defending its sovereignty and territorial integrity and promoting
regional stability, contributes to the security and prosperity not only of the people of
Ukraine, but of a Europe whole, free, democratic and at peace.
Section II: Security and countering
Russian aggression

The United States and Ukraine share a
vital national interest in a strong, independent and democratic Ukraine. Bolstering
Ukraine’s ability to defend itself against
threats to its territorial integrity and deepening Ukraine’s integration into Euro-Atlantic
institutions are concurrent priorities.
The United States recognizes Ukraine’s
unique contribution to nuclear nonprolifallow losing or wasting any time and we
are looking forward to working with the
United States in this field,” he said.
Mr. Blinken expressed concern about a
large buildup of Russian military forces
about 260 kilometers north of the Ukrainian
border, not far from the border with Belarus.
He warned that Russia would be making
a “serious mistake” if it were to try and
repeat what it did in 2014 in Ukraine, and
he said Washington was concerned by
reports of “unusual Russian military activity” near the Ukrainian border.
“We’re concerned by reports of unusual
Russian military activity near Ukraine,” he
said. “Any escalatory or aggressive actions
would be of grave concern to the United
States.”
Ukraine’s Defense Ministry last week
said up to 90,000 troops remained in those
locations despite the conclusion of military
drills, when the units had been expected to
return to the regular bases.
Mr. Blinken told reporters that the U.S.
authorities were unclear about Russia’s
intentions with Ukraine, but that
Washington’s commitment to Ukraine’s territorial integrity was “ironclad.” (With
reporting by Reuters)

Copyright 2021, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW,
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-us-partnership-russia-security-defense-economyenergy/31556056.html).

eration and disarmament and reaffirms its
commitments under the “Memorandum
on Security Assurances in Connection with
Ukraine’s Accession to the Treaty on the
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons”
(the Budapest Memorandum) of Decem
ber 5, 1994.
Guided by the April 3, 2008, Bucharest
Summit Declaration of the NATO North
Atlantic Council and as reaffirmed in the
June 14 Brussels Summit Communique of
the NATO North Atlantic Council, the United
States supports Ukraine’s right to decide its
own future foreign policy course free from
outside interference, including with respect
to Ukraine’s aspirations to join NATO.
The United States and Ukraine intend to
continue a range of substantive measures
to prevent external direct and hybrid
aggression against Ukraine and hold Russia
accountable for such aggression and violations of international law, including the seizure and attempted annexation of Crimea
and the Russia-led armed conflict in parts
of the Donetsk and Luhansk regions of
Ukraine, as well as its continuing malign
behavior. The United States intends to support Ukraine’s efforts to counter armed
aggression, economic and energy disruptions, and malicious cyber activity by
Russia, including by maintaining sanctions
against or related to Russia and applying
other relevant measures until restoration
of the territorial integrity of Ukraine within
its internationally recognized borders.
The United States does not and will
never recognize Russia’s attempted annexation of Crimea and reaffirms its full support

for international efforts, including in the
Normandy Format, aimed at negotiating a
diplomatic resolution to the Russia-led
armed conflict in the Donetsk and Luhansk
regions of Ukraine on the basis of respect for
international law, including the U.N. Charter.
The United States supports Ukraine’s efforts
to use the Crimea Platform to coordinate
international efforts to address the humanitarian and security costs of Russia’s occupation of Crimea, consistent with the
Platform’s Joint Declaration.
The United States and Ukraine endorse
the 2021 Strategic Defense Framework as
the foundation of enhanced Ukraine-U.S.
defense and security cooperation and
intend to work to advance shared priorities, including implementing defense and
defense industry reforms, deepening cooperation in areas such as Black Sea security,
cyber defense, and intelligence sharing, and
countering Russia’s aggression.
The United States and Ukraine are key
partners in the broader Black Sea region
and will seek to deepen cooperation with
Black Sea Allies and partners to ensure
freedom of navigation and effectively counter external threats and challenges in all
domains.
The United States remains committed to
assisting Ukraine with ongoing defense and
security reforms and to continuing its robust
training and exercises. The United States
supports Ukraine’s efforts to maximize its
status as a NATO Enhanced Opportunities
Partner to promote interoperability.
(Continued on page 10)
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The Ukrainian Weekly
The Kyiv Post
Sadly, we learned on November 8 that Adnan Kivan, a wealthy Odesa-based
property developer who owns the Kyiv Post, shut down the newspaper and dismissed its entire staff of about 50 people. Mr. Kivan did not give a reason for
why he made the move, which came as a shock for many in Ukraine and the
Ukrainian diaspora who relied on the newspaper as the country’s largest independent source of English-language news. In a statement released the same
day, Mr. Kivan said that “one day, we hope to reopen the newspaper bigger and
better.”
But Mr. Kivan’s statement was quickly eclipsed by a joint statement issued by
journalists from the Kyiv Post who said the closure came because staff sought
to push back against what they said were attempts by Mr. Kivan to “infringe” on
the newspaper’s editorial independence. “We consider the cessation of publication and the dismissal of the paper’s staff to be an act of vengeance by Adnan
Kivan,” said the joint statement.
Mr. Kivan reportedly told the staff three weeks earlier that he intended to
expand the Kyiv Post by launching new publications under the same name in
Ukrainian, Russian and Syrian. Moreover, according to the paper’s correspondent Oleksiy Sorokin, staff learned on Facebook that one of the publisher’s
most trusted employees in Odesa would lead a new edition. In mid-October,
Olena Rotari announced on Facebook she would head the Kyiv Post’s “new
Ukrainian-language website” as deputy chief editor, but her social media post
has since been deleted. Mr. Kivan apparently never said anything about the
appointment to the newspaper’s longtime chief editor Brian Bonner.
The Kyiv Post had since its founding on October 18, 1995, developed a reputation for being an independent, often cantankerous check on institutions and
people who hold power in Ukraine. Canada’s ambassador to Ukraine from 2014
to 2019, Roman Waschuk, told RFE/RL the paper was “feisty” in its coverage,
and there were often “no punches pulled.”
No matter the actual reason why Mr. Kivan closed the paper – and there is
speculation the move came in response to pressure from the Ukrainian government which sought to curtail the Kyiv Post’s often critical reporting – one thing
is very clear. The closure is a major blow to independent journalism in Ukraine,
and even more so it is a major blow to Ukraine itself, as the Kyiv Post did the
difficult work of providing information – independently verified by its own
team of journalists – about Ukraine to the broader English-speaking world.
When Mr. Kivan purchased the Kyiv Post from Mohammed Zahoor on March
21, 2018, he said he would respect the paper’s legacy of editorial independence. “Without independent journalism, full-fledged democratic development
of any country is impossible,” Mr. Kivan said in March 2018. We agree completely, and we believe Ukraine and those who fight for the country’s future as
an independent democratic nation need an English language newspaper staffed
by trained journalists who, without fear or favor, stand up to the country’s powerful oligarchs, shine a light on corruption and tell the world about Ukraine. In
short, closure of the Kyiv Post has created a void that must be filled.

Nov.

Turning the pages back...

17

Thirty years ago, on November 16-17, 1991, delegates to the
first All-Ukrainian Inter-Ethnic Congress held in Odesa that
attracted more than 1,000 participants, representing more than
100 ethnic groups in Ukraine – including Roma, Russians, Jews,
Greeks, Crimean Tatars, Germans and Koreans – overwhelmingly
voted to support Ukraine’s independence. Only three votes were cast against the independence resolution.
The assembly urged all minority groups to vote for the upcoming referendum on independence that was scheduled for December 1, 1991.
The assembly was organized by Rukh, the Popular Movement of Ukraine, the Ukrainian
Council of Ministers and the Verkhovna Rada. Approximately 150 ethnic organizations
were asked to send delegates.
A statement issued by the assembly said: “Either Ukraine will achieve independence
and become a free and rich country, or it will remain a colony doomed to deprivation of its
material production and intellectual resources through imperial policies directed at the
genocide of nationalities and national-ethnic groups. … This state will make us masters of
our own fate, will give us political, social and economic freedom. … We wish all peoples
well, we want to work with all nations, first of all with our neighbors, but we do not need
intermediaries, we do not need an amoral and shameless center in Moscow.”
In addition to discussions on the independence referendum, delegates also raised
issues of their schools, newspapers and other cultural institutions, and issued an appeal to
the Verkhovna Rada to transfer some of the property that formerly belonged to the
Communist Party to minority organizations.
Emerging presidential candidates used the congress as an opportunity to campaign,
while Leonid Kravchuk, who would later be elected president of Ukraine, sent a telegram
of support to the congress.

1991

Source: “Minorities congress decisively supports Ukraine’s independence,” The Ukrainian
Weekly, November 24, 1991.
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First strike...
(Continued from page 2)
nating one’s informational narrative in
modern-day conflicts, this shift perhaps
could not have come soon enough. One of
the bloggers, Donbas war veteran Martin
Brest, bemoaned that his posts on the
Bayraktar UCAV strike received more online
attention and reactions than the official
press release published by the state-funded
General Staff (Facebook.com, October 31).
The AFU’s offensive use of a combat
drone in Donbas immediately saturated
media debates in Ukraine. The majority of
local experts and even non-professionals
positively reacted to the strike. For example, Taras Chmut, a veteran, military expert
and the head of The Return Alive
Foundation non-governmental organization (NGO), wrote that Kyiv has shown its
aspirations to peacefully resolve the conflict, but at the same time, it has made clear
through the UCAV strike that the AFU is
always ready to hit back – without even
needing to cross the contact line (Facebook.
com/TarChmut, October 26).
Reactions also quickly poured in from
abroad. Turkish journalists called the aerial
drone assault “a shock for [Russian
President Vladimir] Putin” (Yeni Akit,
October 26), and many underlined the success of this operation (Milliyet, October 30).
Meanwhile, some German media outlets
insisted that the usage of drones is prohibited according to the 2014/2015 Minsk
ceasefire agreements (Twitter.com/
ARDMoskau, October 27); others cited officials from the German Ministry of Foreign
Affairs who expressed “deep concern over
the escalation.” The French foreign affairs
ministry took the same position (Ukrinform,
October 28). Yet experts such as Alex
Kokcharov, of IHS Markit, disagreed, arguing that the Minsk agreements are silent on
the issue of combat UAVs but, in fact, strictly ban the use of heavy weapons like howitzers near the line of contact (Bild, October
27). Ukrainian officials have justified their
combat employment of the Bayraktar TB2
as self-defense, which is allowed according
to the Minsk agreements. Moreover, the
Embassy of the United States in Kyiv
declared that “official Russian rhetoric suggesting Ukraine is aggravating the situation
is not only misleading, it serves to escalate
tensions” (Telegram, October 29).
The UCAV strike unsurprisingly drew a

Svoboda...
(Continued from page 3)
Association exists to preserve the Ukrainian,
Ukrainian American and Ukrainian
Canadian heritage and culture.”
And the key role in fulfilling that mission
is played by the UNA’s publications!
UNA historian Dr. Myron Kuropas wrote:
“UNA publications have always played a
vital role in the development of our community. Svoboda was instrumental in the
Ukrainianization of the first Ukrainian
American generation. Its work continues.
The Ukrainian Weekly played a vital role in
the Ukrainianization of the second and
third generations. We still need its wisdom,
now more than ever!”
Today, Svoboda serves the fourth, fifth
and sixth generations. And it is gratifying to
see that the new editor-in-chief, Dr. Andrew
Nynka, is from the younger generation of
our community.
Our press is the key to preserving the
Ukrainian American community and our
diaspora – especially today when we are
more and more dispersed. The Ukrainian
press can and should be the liaison, the network that keeps us all in touch.

No. 46
quick and sharp response from Russia. The
reaction on social media came in several
stages. First, Russian bloggers denied the
fact, claiming that the posted video of the
drone strike was fake, filmed not in Ukraine
but in Karabakh; then, they sought to deny
Ukraine’s success, writing that the bomb
purportedly missed its target or failed to
explode (Telegram, October 26). After several publications in state media confirmed
the episode, most focused on accusations of
the alleged violation of the Minsk agreements. Kremlin spokesperson Dmitry
Peskov also took this view, asserting that
those Ukrainian actions could lead to a
destabilization of the situation (Lenta,
October 27). Russian Foreign Affairs
Minister Sergei Lavrov contended that
Ukraine was trying to draw his country into
some kind of action and denounced such
steps as provocative (RBK, November 1).
At the same time, Russia launched several disinformation campaigns, dispersing
false news stories that, despite the ceasefire agreements, the UAF captured the
Donetsk Oblast village of Staromarynka
(Strana.ua, October 27) but then lost it
again following a counterattack by the DPR
“militia.” The authors of Strana.ua (famous
for its pro-Russian positions) even concluded that this escalation was preplanned by
Ukraine to prevent the certification process
of Gazprom’s Nord Stream 2 natural gas
pipeline (Strana.ua, October 29). The other
possible vein of disinformation was inadvertently spread by U.S. media outlets,
which reported on the massive deployment
of Russian troops “near” the Ukrainian border (Washington Post, October 30; Politico,
November 1; see Eurasia Daily Monitor,
November 8). That information was denied
by Ukrainian military intelligence (Face
book.com/DefenceIntelligenceofUkraine,
November 1). Dmytro Zolotukhin, a former
deputy minister of information policy of
Ukraine, also insisted that such steps are
typical for the Kremlin when it loses the
initiative on the battlefield. As he argued,
Russia often tries to intimidate the West
with the possibility of a full-scale war in
Donbas (Tyzhden, November 2). And so,
the Russian response may offer the best
evidence of the effectiveness of Ukraine’s
actions on October 26.
The article above is reprinted from
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation,
www.jamestown.org.

Svoboda should become the newspaper
of the entire diaspora, especially now that it
is accessible to all via the Internet. And its
digitized archives – a resource that contains unique materials from the history of
Ukrainians – are a priceless treasure!
In conclusion, I would like to say that
through the decades there have been various descriptions of Svoboda, its mission
and its role. But I think perhaps the best
description of Svoboda’s role is the one
given by Prof. Taras Hunczak. Svoboda, he
says, is the “berehynia,” or protectress, of
Ukrainianness, of the Ukrainian identity.
This is at once the simplest and most accurate description of Svoboda during its more
than 128 years of existence.
* * *
Thank you very much for this recognition of our long-serving newspaper, for
conferring upon Svoboda the prestigious
Antonovych Foundation Award, as well as
for your very generous donation to the
UNA Publications Endowment Fund that
exists within the Ukrainian National
Foundation to ensure the future of
Svoboda.
I believe that our protectress Svoboda
will work for the benefit of our Ukrainian
nation for many, many more years to come!
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(Continued from page 1)
amassed forces along the border, crossed
into sovereign Ukrainian territory and did
so claiming falsely that it was provoked,”
Mr. Blinken said as cited by CNN, referring
to Russia’s invasion of Crimea.
“So, the playbook that we’ve seen in the
past was to claim some provocation as a
rationale for doing what it intended and
planned to do. All of which is why we’re looking at this very carefully,” Mr. Blinken said
This week, Ukrainian President Volody
myr Zelenskyy on his Telegram channel
described the concentration of Russian military as “psychological pressure” while adding that “almost 100,000 troops are close to
our border.”
“Recently there was information about a
possible exacerbation of the ‘disease’ – our
Western partners provided data on the
active movement of Russian troops along
the Ukrainian borders and an increase in
their concentration,” he said, while thanking “our partners” for the intelligence.
The events in Washington and Mr.
Zelenskyy’s comments come after Central
Intelligence Agency (CIA) Director William
Burns visited Moscow last week, according
to CNN and the Associated Press. The meetings with officials in Moscow also included
Russian President Vladimir Putin.
Accompanying Mr. Burns was Karen
Donfried, assistant Secretary of State for
Europe and Eurasia, who told the AP that
the CIA director was “effective in sending
the messages that he [Mr. Burns] thought it
was appropriate to send.”
Also, after the CIA director’s trip,
Pentagon spokesperson John Kirby told
journalists at a briefing in Washington on
November 10 that what Russia was doing is
“unusual in size and scope.”
“We urge Russia to be clear about their
intentions and to abide by their Minsk
agreements,” he said, as cited by the AFP
news agency, referring to agreements to try
to halt the fighting inside Ukraine.
Despite muffling alarm bells about
Russia’s maneuvers, Ukraine’s Defense
Ministry last week said that about 90,000
Russian soldiers and hardware are
deployed about 160 miles (260 kilometers)
from Ukraine’s border.
However, Russian military movements
this time differ from April when massive
drills were held close to Ukraine’s state
borders, including in occupied Crimea, said
Michael Kofman, director of Russia studies
at the Washington-based Center for Naval
Analyses.
An elaborate thread on his Twitter feed
states that what Ukrainian intelligence
announced about the Russian movements
“was nonsense.”
“I don’t know what to make of it, but it
was complete nonsense,” he said of the
Ukrainian reaction.
He noted that the military movements
“are out of cycle” and the deployment “does
constitute a buildup, and not just north, or
east of Ukraine.”
“These are not routine drills, certifica-
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Remembering Dr. Mary Klodnycky Procyk, trailblazing
physician, community leader and philanthropist
by Stefania Procyk

Defense.gov

U.S. Defense Department chief spokesperson John F. Kirby
tion checks, and one would struggle to
come up with innocuous explanations for
what is being observed,” Mr. Kofman said.
Bloomberg News on November 8
reported that enormous concentrations of
tanks near Voronezh were spotted in
Russia not far from Ukraine’s Luhansk
Oblast. Citing England-based Janes
Intelligence company, the news outlet said
“at least a battalion of [modern] T-80U
main battle tanks were deployed to a railway station in the Voronezh region.”
Some 14,000 people have been killed
since Russia invaded Ukraine in early 2014
with regular, mercenary and local proxies
leading to seizure of the Crimean Peninsula
and part of the easternmost region of
Donetsk and Luhansk.
Despite two internationally-brokered
truces that have never taken hold, escalation in fighting has increased since Ukraine
earlier this month for the first time used a
battle drone to suppress fire from a
Russian artillery installation in Donetsk
Oblast.
Moscow said it was an “escalation” while
France and Germany said they were “disturbed” by the use of the drone, although
Russia has constantly used them against
Ukrainian forces.
The international organization charged
with monitoring the non-existent ceasefire,
the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), said in a
statement on November 10 that the “security situation along the contact [front] line
has further deteriorated.”
Chief OSCE representative in Ukraine
Mikko Kinnunen said there were more
“cease fire violations … during the last
week of October … since July 2020.”
Russia has recently displayed the capability of waging successful winter-time
warfare. In early 2015, it forces took over
the crucial railroad junction of Debaltseve
in Donetsk Oblast.
The fierce battle forced Ukraine to pull
back closer to Bakhmut (formerly
Artemivsk), thus compelling defense structures to widen the front-line perimeter.
Mr. Putin and other high-level Russian
government officials have refused to meet
directly with Mr. Zelenskyy to find peace in
the Kremlin-instigated war.

Eight types of Russian military UAVs,
actively used in the Donbas

Tachyon

Granath-1

Granath-2

Granath-4
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Eleon-3SV

Zastava

Inform Napalm

An infographic shows eight different types of ariel drones being used by Russiabacked forces in the war in the Donbas.

This month marks the one-year anniversary of the death of Dr. Mary Lidia
Klodnycky Procyk, a trailblazing physician,
community leader, generous philanthropist, devoted wife, mother, sister and aunt.
Ms. Klodnycky Procyk passed into eternity
from a complicated set of illnesses on
November 17, 2020. In her personal and
professional life, she embodied the words
of Ivan Franko in his book “Zakhar Berkut”
that life is only worth living for as long as
one can help others.
Ms. Klodnycky Procyk was born the
youngest of five children to Osypa
Klodnycky (née Pona), а teacher, and Dr.
Osyp Klodnycky, a Vienna-trained physician.
She was born in Hrubeshiv, Ukraine, at the
height of World War II on January 8, 1943.
During the war, the family fled the Soviet
advance on western Ukraine and moved to
Horlytsi (Gorlice), Poland, and Krakow.
They eventually landed in post-war
Germany in the displaced persons camps of
Berchtesgarden and Ingolstadt before
departing for the United States in 1949. The
Klodnycky family was able to emigrate to
Pennsylvania to join Mr. Klodnycky’s brother, the Very Rev. Dr. Vladimir Klodnycky.
Lida spent most of her childhood in Mt.
Pleasant, Iowa, where her family eventually
moved. There she began her path toward
leadership and a lifelong love of learning.
After graduating from Mt. Pleasant High
School in 1961, she completed a bachelor’s
degree in chemistry at Rosary College (now
Dominican University) in Chicago in 1965.
Committed to pursuing her studies, no matter the barrier, she was one of a few women
to be accepted to the College of Medicine at
the University of Illinois where she graduated in 1969 having been honored with the
Granville A. Bennett Award for outstanding
leadership as student council president.
It was during her medical studies that
she met the love of her life, her husband, Dr.
George “Yurko” Procyk, also a physician,
through the Ukrainian Medical Student
Club she led and co-founded. They married
in 1973. She became a board-certified invasive cardiologist, a professor of medicine at
the Loyola University Stritch School of
Medicine, and directed the pacemaker program at Hines VA Hospital. In 1982, she
joined the staff of St. Mary’s of Nazareth
Hospital, where she held a multitude of
leadership positions, including president of
the medical staff and director of the telemetry surveillance unit. She opened her own
independent cardiology practice in the
heart of Ukrainian village in Chicago in the
late 1980s.
It was during her time at St. Mary’s and
through her offices that she forged strong
bonds with her patients and healthcare
community, and where she was able to put
into practice her compassion, dedication
and tireless work ethic. She was adored by
her patients and their families, and for
good cause – she extended the life of many
and sometimes spent nights by her
patients’ bedsides to ensure that they were
not alone. Her caring bedside manner and
sharp intellect were recognized with the St.
Mary’s Patients Praise Award, a commendation given to the top doctors in the
Chicago metro area and a listing in the
Guide to America’s Top Physicians. She was
a physician for over 50 years and only
reluctantly retired when her health and the
pandemic made it impossible to work.
She had deep reverence and respect for

Courtesy of Stefania Procyk

Dr. Mary Klodnycky Procyk
both her Ukrainian homeland and her
adopted American homeland, a patriotism
that she showed through her civic engagement. She always found ways to contribute
to the growth and development of her communities. At times, this was as a leader – as
the first woman to lead the Ukrainian
Medical Association of North America, as a
member of the Board of Directors of the
Ukrainian Institute of Modern Art, and as a
member of the Advisory Board of
Selfreliance Ukrainian Federal Credit Union
of Chicago. At other times, she served as a
member of countless hospital committees
and of community organizations, such as
the Ukrainian Congress Committee of
America. Her faith and spirituality led her
to actively participate as a member of the
parish council of Sts. Volodymyr and Olha
Ukrainian Catholic Church since 1990.
This love of community extended to a
range of countless good deeds that were
not publicly known: helping new immigrants from Ukraine, mentoring younger
physicians and ensuring that her patients
had access to the healthcare services they
needed, even when they could not afford
them. This devotion was recognized by
Dominican University when they awarded
her the Caritas Veritas, which is given to
outstanding alumni.
Despite her accomplishments, she was
most proud of her family. She brought her
zeal for life, brilliance and unconditional
love to her family, including her husband;
three children Kalyna (Dr. Nicholas
Sawicki), Danylo and Stefania (Adam
Shamoon); her six grandchildren – Lesya
and Adria, Taisa and Lydia (“Liana” – her
namesake), Ilya and Yara; brother and sister-in-law Dr. and Mrs. Roman and Dorothy
Klodnycky, and countless family members
in the United States, Canada, Germany,
Poland, Ukraine and Argentina.
As a friend once noted, Dr. Klodnycky
Procyk was equal parts scientist and artist.
This duality was manifested in her wide
range of skills and talents: She loved learning about cutting- edge approaches to
health and she also loved collecting
Ukrainian embroidery and art, listening to
music, reading and entertaining. She
always had talents hidden up her sleeve
that reflected the multiple lives she lived:
she spoke four languages, could sew, knit
and put on a beautiful and delicious
Christmas Eve Dinner for 50 people.
Many people – from extended family
members to patients to neighbours – considered her a second mother to them. Her
warm heart, generous spirit and welcoming smile will live on in our hearts.
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Kyiv Post...
(Continued from page 1)
and external actors to account, much to the
chagrin of the nation’s corrupt inter-marriage between business, governmental and
other vested interests.
As much as the publication kept the spotlight on them, it was a cheerleader when
things were done right. It provided favorable
coverage of success stories, including the
advancement of pro-democratic reforms,
the fight against deeply-seeded graft, and
the overall promotion of Ukraine as an independent, democratic country.
It was also where budding local and foreign journalists immersed themselves in a
newsroom that emphasized reporting standards of accuracy and due diligence. Its
most recent chief editor for nearly 14 cumulative years was 61-year-old U.S.-citizen Mr.
Bonner, who passed on the craft of oldschool gumshoe reporting as the foundation
of informing readers.
As a springboard, the Kyiv Post propelled
some toward careers at The Wall Street
Journal, the Financial Times, Bloomberg,
Associated Press and Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, to name a few.
Changes still were needed, said the
59-year-old Syrian-born publisher, who
came to Soviet Ukraine in the early 1980s
for university studies.
“We want to be available to a wider audience and have already started to increase
our staff,” he said, adding that the media
outlet will also be available in Ukrainian,
Russian and Arabic.
It will be “completely reformatted” into a
“new media platform with high-quality
print and platform and video content and
will become bigger and better.”
Independence issues

After purchasing the Kyiv Post in early
2018 for a reported $3.5 million, Mr. Kivan
soon thereafter gave an interview to his
chief editor during which he said that
“without independent journalism you cannot get democracy.”
Yet, underneath the recently announced
changes are what most in the editorial
team said was a perceived threat to the
newsroom’s independence that has been
brewing. Signs from within and outside of
the newspaper had also emerged that people in President Volodymyr Zelenskyy’s
administration and the appointed government may have been pressuring the owner
and chief editor.
According to top correspondent Oleksiy
Sorokin, the issue reached a tipping point
when the staff learned on Facebook that
one of the publisher’s most trusted employees in Odesa appointed herself as deputy
chief editor.
In mid-October, the publisher’s media
lieutenant Olena Rotari announced on
Facebook that she would head the Kyiv
Post’s “new Ukrainian-language website” as
deputy chief editor.
Mr. Bonner was not informed of the supposed appointment and told local Detektor
Media watchdog that “he knows nothing”
and would meet the publisher to discuss
the matter.
Ms. Rotari’s statement has since been
deleted from her Facebook page, but the
public notification alarmed the newsroom
which had historical knowledge of a failed
Ukrainian-language project that had
drained money under the previous publisher, Mohammad Zahoor.
There was further concern that the decision wasn’t based on substantiated market
research and amid an increasingly saturated
market after laws had been passed that elevated the use of Ukrainian and implemented
language quotas in news and other media.
Most feared that Ms. Rotari would be
installed and initiate her own editorial policy without “proper oversight” of the
Ukrainian version, said British national
Max Hunder, a reporter of seven months at

the newspaper.
Subsequently, the staff stood their
ground and their dismissal was perceived
as “revenge” for opposing Mr. Kivan to “fatten up a less commercially viable publication,” Mr. Hunder added.
Now a former Kyiv Post editor, Toma
Istomina told The Ukrainian Weekly that
they opposed the “forced appointment” of
the new editor without a “proper hiring
process,” something that Mr. Bonner had
supported with the staff.
When asked about whether he infringed
on the newspaper’s editorial independence, Mr. Kivan loudly over the phone told
The Ukrainian Weekly, “No. … 100 percent.”
He added that “independence is impossible
to achieve in Ukraine … maybe in America
or England … but we need time.”
Yet a news statement from his Kadorr
Group on October 9 said that the newspaper in the near future “will strengthen its
team with the best journalists from
Ukraine, [the] U.S.A., Canada and Europe.”
From the outset of Mr. Kivan’s ownership, hints and suggestions were made to
change the tone of the Kyiv Post’s usual
feisty news coverage.
Oleg Sukhov, who worked at the Kyiv Post
since August 2014, told The Ukrainian
Weekly that he heard the publisher “mention that criticism of the authorities should
be reduced” twice in separate meetings with
him, once at the publisher’s hotel in Odesa
and “once in person at a conference devoted
to Syria” where they “spoke one-on-one.”
The former Moscow Times journalist
from Russia added that when visiting the
newsroom in 2018 after buying the publication, Mr. Kivan said that “‘silence is gold’
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Outgoing Kyiv Post chief editor Brian
Bonner as seen on September 14.

prosecutor’s priority to be image over
achievement.”
In his discussions with the chief prosecutor, Mr. Bonner said he offered to publish
what is known as opposite-editorial (OpEd) articles written by her to provide readers with a counterpoint to what was being
written about her office.
After the September 3 article about Ms.
Venediktova’s work performance, “she
opened cases against Kivan and then closed
them as I understand,” the chief editor told
The Weekly.
The Ukrainian Weekly could not independently verify that claim beyond denials
from the chief prosecutor’s office and Mr.
Kivan.
In turn, Mr. Kivan told
“I suspect the present owner
The Weekly that, regarding
any outside pressure, “what
had the similar problems
you are asking me is a philwith the present government,
osophical question – the
general answer is no.”
but gave up four-fold quicker
His press service later
than I did,” Mohammad Zaresponded by saying that
“there was no pressure
hoor, previous publisher of
either from business or
the Kyiv Post.
from the president’s office
on Adnan Kivan or the Kyiv
Post. Thank God there is a
and that criticism of the government
lot
of
freedom
of
speech in Ukraine today.”
should be reduced,” Mr. Sukhov said.
Ms. Venediktova’s office refuted the
Outside pressure
accusations in an emailed response by saySoon, Mr. Kivan learned that publishing ing that one of her priorities “is to protect
an independent newspaper in Ukraine’s the media from any pressure and obstruchostile media environment comes with tion of journalistic activity.”
A separate unit was created to address
complaints from dissatisfied readers of all
such
issues, she added. Oleh Pelepyuk, who
kinds, and at times, threats.
heads
the department of supervision of
A Western diplomat, who is not authoobservance
of laws by the National Police of
rized to speak with the press, told The
Ukrainian Weekly that it “appears that Mr. Ukraine and bodies combating organized and
Kivan was no longer willing or able to sup- transnational crime, will head the new unit.
While saying the chief prosecutor presport its [Kyiv Post’s] editorial line.
sured
the Kyiv Post, Mr. Bonner noted that
Separately, former publisher Mr. Zahoor
said from Dubai that “it was very difficult “she wasn’t the decisive factor in anything
and burdensome to maintain and support [regarding the closure of the Kyiv Post] …
the Kyiv Post each and every day under Maybe she was one of the factors, but presievery government starting in 2009 [under dents, prime ministers, [oligarchs like Ihor]
the presidency of Viktor Yushchenko] since I Kolomoisky complained to the owner-pubbought the newspaper till 2018 [under the lisher and editor [me].”
Yet, the same month when the second
presidency of Petro Poroshenko] when I sold
article
about the chief prosecutor was pubit amid my commitment to the free journalism and non-interference in editorial policy.” lished, Mr. Kivan paid a visit to the news“I suspect the present owner had the room.
He “came to the office and said that by
similar problems with the present governcriticizing
[Ms.] Venediktova, we were hurtment but gave up four-fold quicker than I
ing both ourselves and him. He was nerdid,” Mr. Zahoor said.
In Ukraine and elsewhere, journalists get vous and sarcastic, [and] ridiculing our edimurdered, beaten and car-bombed, threat- torial independence,” Mr. Sukhov said.
Stringent denials on pressuring the Kyiv
ened and face frivolous lawsuits for slander
Post were also made by Mr. Zelenskyy’s
in courts for their reporting.
Mr. Bonner told The Ukrainian Weekly office based on unattributed local media
that after publishing an article in November reports over the past week.
Presidential spokesperson Serhiy
2020 on Prosecutor General Iryna
Venediktova blocking “big cases” and “hav- Nykyforov said on Facebook that the news
ing no achievements to show,” he was sum- of the publication’s closure “was a surprise
moned to her office where he faced “pres- to us … and we are sincerely and unpleasantly surprised by the way some politicians
sure” for “unfairness of coverage.”
Another critical article appeared the fol- and media outlets have come to blame the
lowing year on September 3 titled “Top President’s Office or even him personally.”
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The March 30, 2018, issue of the Kyiv
Post featuring publisher-owner Adnan
Kivan on the cover.
When asked whether he would like to
add to the official comment, the presidential spokesperson told The Ukrainian
Weekly, “not really.”
Editorial governance

During its 26-year existence, the Kyiv Post
ran on a shoestring budget that depended on
a handful of expatriate journalists while relying on a bigger cohort of young Ukrainian
news hounds. No outside checks and balances were in place to address plagiarism,
conflicts of interest or to have what legacy
newspapers called an ombudsman to
address serious ethical complaints from
readers or from inside the newsroom.
Around the time Mr. Kivan was buying
the Kyiv Post, a four-member “international
advisory board” was formed by the chief
editor.
One of the members, Canadian Ukrainian
Marko Suprun, said he “attended only one
teleconference meeting since early 2018
with the advisory board and the chief editor.”
The other three members, based in
Canada, Austria and the U.S., all said Mr.
Bonner contacted them more frequently
than the fourth member.
It was “never meant to be a governance
board,” Mr. Bonner said, and was only used
to obtain “advice.”
Mr. Suprun resigned as an advisory
board member the day after the newspaper
closed. The Kyiv-based book publisher,
movie producer and non-profit manager
added that he was never made aware of the
problems the newspaper had been facing
since it had been bought in 2018.
Mr. Kivan acknowledged that there was
“no governance” and that Ukraine “doesn’t
practice that way, but I will be happy to
make it that way and there will be more
independence.”
Chief editor Mr. Bonner also held another position that is uncustomary in the
newspaper world where firewalls are
established to separate the editorial side
from the commercial side of the business.
He was the “executive director” in charge
of overseeing revenues and expenses of the
newspaper. Mr. Bonner defended the dual
role at the newspaper by saying that “too
many [previous] CEOs were detrimental to
the Kyiv Post and Kivan wanted to deal with
me … We did have a commercial director.”
Lately, the Kyiv Post ran on a yearly budget of about $1.2 million with half roughly
covered by advertising, conferences, subscriptions and other revenue streams. Mr.
Kivan, like his immediate predecessor, subsidized the remainder while providing a spacious, modern newsroom in downtown Kyiv
at a business center that belongs to him.
According to Forbes Ukraine, Mr. Kivan
has a net worth of $240 million and is
ranked 42nd on the magazine’s 100th richest list for the country.
(Continued on page 15)
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Full text...
(Continued from page 5)
Ukraine intends to continue to enhance
democratic civilian control of the military,
reform its security service and modernize
its defense acquisition processes to
advance its Euro-Atlantic aspirations.
The United States and Ukraine underline
the importance of close cooperation within
international institutions, including the
United Nations, the OSCE and the Council of
Europe, and intend to multiply efforts in
finding new approaches and developing
joint actions in preventing individual states
from trying to destroy the rule-based international order and forcefully to revise internationally recognized state borders.
The United States and Ukraine intend to
support accountability for those responsible for abuses of human rights in the territories of Ukraine temporarily occupied by
Russia, and to support the release of political prisoners and hostages held in these
territories. The United States intends to
continue to support impartial criminal
investigations conducted by war crimes
units under the Office of the General
Prosecutor.
The United States intends to continue
assisting Ukraine in providing humanitarian support to people affected or displaced
by the Russia-led armed conflict in the
Donetsk and Luhansk regions as the government of Ukraine increases its provision
of life-saving assistance in the form of food,
shelter, safe drinking water and protection
for the most vulnerable, including the
elderly.

The United States remains committed to
enhancing Ukraine’s ability to secure and
police its borders, and to pursuing greater
information sharing and law enforcement
cooperation to counter international criminal and terrorist activity, including the trafficking of people, weapons and narcotics.
The United States and Ukraine pledge to
combat the proliferation of weapons of
mass destruction and secure advanced
technologies by adhering to international
nonproliferation standards, strengthening,
and effectively implementing export control
regimes, and partnering to manage emerging technology risks.
The United States and Ukraine are committed to further developing their partnership in cyber security, countering hybrid
threats, combating the spread of disinformation while upholding freedom of expression and strengthening Ukraine’s cyber
security infrastructure.
Section III: Democracy
and rule of law

The United States and Ukraine are
bound by the universal values that unite the
free people of the world: respect for democracy, human rights and the rule of law.
Strengthening the rule of law, promoting
reform of the legal system and of law
enforcement structures, and combating
corruption are crucial to the prosperity of
Ukraine and its people.
The United States acknowledges the
progress made by Ukraine in strengthening
its democratic institutions and welcomes
the important steps taken by Ukraine to
develop an effective national justice and
anti-corruption system. The United States
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and Ukraine recognize the need for Ukraine
to further pursue a comprehensive reform
agenda to keep transforming the country
and ensure a bright future for all people in
Ukraine.
The United States intends to continue to
support Ukraine’s commitment to strengthen efforts to combat corruption, including
through independent media and journalism, and empower institutions that prevent,
investigate, prosecute and adjudicate corruption cases to bolster faith in rule of law,
build a competitive economy and to integrate Ukraine fully into European and EuroAtlantic structures.
The United States recognizes Ukraine’s
progress on reforms, including steps forward on defense and defense industry
reforms, the establishment of independent
anti-corruption institutions, land reform,
local governance and decentralization, and
digitalization. The United States intends to
continue supporting further law enforcement and justice sector reforms in line with
international best practices to strengthen
public trust in the institutions responsible
for upholding the rule of law in Ukraine.
The United States and Ukraine intend to
continue to cooperate closely to promote
remembrance, including increased public
awareness of the Holodomor of 1932-1933
in Ukraine, and other brutalities committed
within and against Ukraine in the past.
The United States and Ukraine confirm
the importance of advancing respect for
human rights, and fundamental freedoms
in accordance with international commitments and obligations, as well as fighting
racism, xenophobia, anti-Semitism and discrimination, including against Roma and
members of the LGBTQI+ communities.
The United States and Ukraine share a
desire to strengthen our people-to-people
ties and enhance our cultural, educational
and professional exchanges that promote
innovation, scientific research, entrepreneurship and increase mutual understanding between our people.
Section IV: Economic transformation

The United States and Ukraine intend to
expand cooperation to support economic
reform, enhance job creation, foster economic growth, support efforts under United
States-Ukraine Trade and Investment
Council to expand market access for goods
and services and to improve the investment
environment, including through enhanced
protection and enforcement of intellectual
property. Ukraine’s continued adoption
and implementation of reforms are critical
to ensuring that its economy delivers for all
of its people. The United States supports
the ambitious transformation plan for
Ukraine’s economy aimed at reforming and
modernizing key sectors and promoting
investments. The United States and Ukraine
recognize the need to advance Ukraine’s
energy security and to take urgent action to
tackle climate change through sustainable,

effective and durable policy solutions
underpinned by ongoing corporate governance reform.
The United States and Ukraine intend to
strengthen economic and commercial ties,
promote liberalization of trade conditions
and facilitate access to markets for goods
and services. The United States intends to
support Ukraine’s efforts to create a robust
investment environment built on the principles of rule of law, a fair judiciary, transparency, respect for workers’ rights, innovations and digitalization, and strong protections for intellectual property.
Ukraine pledges to prioritize efforts to
reform corporate governance in its stateowned enterprises and banks, which are
intended to promote robust and inclusive
economic growth in the Ukrainian economy
and the bilateral U.S.-Ukrainian economic
relationship. The United States intends to
continue working with Ukraine in these
efforts. The United States intends to also
expand its support to privatization initiatives, work with Ukraine to create an environment that attracts U.S. investment in
these initiatives, support private sector
development, and strengthen financial sector supervision.
The United States is committed to the
energy security of Ukraine and intends to
support Ukraine’s efforts to become energy
independent, decarbonize its economy,
deregulate its energy sector, diversify energy supplies, integrate with Europe’s energy
grid, modernize its nuclear sector, manage
a just transition from coal and prevent the
Kremlin’s use of energy as a geopolitical
weapon. The Strategic Energy and Climate
Dialogue is designed to accelerate these
efforts.
The United States and Ukraine intend to
work together to promote commercial partnership between Ukrainian and U.S. companies to significantly increase their participation in both economies, particularly, projects in energy, agriculture, infrastructure,
transportation, safety and security, healthcare, and with a special focus on digitalization.
The United States and Ukraine intend to
continue cooperation in the exploration
and use of outer space for peaceful purposes, and in implementing other mutually
beneficial initiatives within bilateral science
and technology cooperation.
The United States and Ukraine reaffirm
the need to strengthen Ukraine’s healthcare
infrastructure and its capacity to react to
and manage pandemics, such as the COVID19 pandemic. The United States intends to
continue to explore pathways for providing
Ukraine with assistance to advance these
objectives.
This Charter replaces the U.S.-Ukraine
Charter on Strategic Partnership, signed at
Washington on December 19, 2008. The
United States and Ukraine intend to revise
this Charter every 10 years or earlier if both
sides believe that changes are needed.
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(Continued from page 2)
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
in September to relaunch the U.S.-Ukraine
Strategic Partnership Commission. U.S.
State Department spokesman Ned Price
said it had been an important mechanism
for the United States and Ukraine “to communicate and collaborate on shared priorities across a broad range of issues.” Mr.
Price said the meeting on November 10 and
other meetings were an “important opportunity to reaffirm our commitment to – and
support for – Ukraine’s independence, its
sovereignty and its territorial integrity,
including in the face of ongoing Russian
aggression.” Washington has provided diplomatic and political support and arms for
Ukraine in its struggle against Russia’s
increasingly aggressive stance in the region.
The United States has at the same time
pressed Kyiv on the importance of
Ukrainian efforts to tackle corruption and
carry out reforms. During the commission’s
one-day meeting, high-level delegations will
work on the three most important tracks of
the strategic partnership: security and
counteracting Russian aggression, democracy and rule of law, and economic transformation, a Ukrainian official told RFE/RL.

Mr. Kubela is the head of the delegation,
which includes Deputy Economic Minister
and Trade Representative Taras Kachka,
Deputy Minister of Justice Valeria Kolo
miets, and Deputy Minister of Defense for
European Integration Anatoliy Petrenko.
“Ukraine is facing two challenges: aggression from outside, coming from Russia, and
in effect aggression from within, coming
from corruption, oligarchs and others who
are putting their interests ahead of those of
the Ukrainian people,” Mr. Blinken said during a trip to Ukraine in May. Mr. Blinken at
the time told Mr. Kuleba that Washington
will “work with you and continue to
strengthen your own democracy, building
institutions, advancing your reforms
against corruption.” One of Mr. Zelenskyy’s
reform priorities is ridding the country of
the influence and corruption surrounding
oligarchs, and last week signed a new law
that provides a definition for an oligarch
based on several criteria, including wealth
in the tens of millions of dollars, monopolistic-like control of an industry, possession of
media assets, and political activity. The legislation is aimed at preventing oligarchs
from using their power to wield undue
influence over Ukraine’s government and
economy or to stymie Ukraine’s reform
progress and democratic potential. (RFE/
RL, with reporting by Todd Prince)

Zwenyslawa (Dzvinka) Martiuk Zacharczuk
01.01.1940 – 11.02.2021

Zwenyslawa (Dzvinka) Martiuk Zacharczuk was born on January 1, 1940 in
Kopychyntsi, Chortkiv district, Ternopil region, Ukraine. Her parents, Sylvester
Martiuk and Volodymyra Safian Martiuk, along with little Dzvinka, left their
native land during the Second World War and ended up in a refugee camp in
Landeck, Austria. Eventually they moved to the United States, where they first
lived in Baltimore and later in Jersey City.
Dzvinka was a member of Plast from a young age. She camped at Vovcha
Tropa, and later entered the scouting sorority, Pershi Stezhi. She worked as a
scouting counselor and later as the editor of her sorority’s newsletter, “Strila”.
In 1959 married Eng. Borys Zacharczuk. The couple lived in Philadelphia,
where their children, Danylo and Olena, were born. Dzvinka was active in
founding Svitlychka Co-op Nursery School and the 67th Branch of the Ukrainian
National Women’s League of America (the “Museum Branch”). She and her friends
organized numerous art exhibitions, and, when the Philadelphia community
purchased the Ukrainian Educational and Cultural Center, she and her husband,
Borys, zealously supported the institution, not only financially but actively.
She organized events, art exhibitions, wrote articles about the Center’s activities,
and, for a time, edited the Center’s newspaper. In addition, Dzvinka volunteered
supporting the Lypynskyj Institute.
Dzvinka was an eternal student. She received a bachelor’s degree from
Drexel University, but constantly furthered her education through her love of
reading and frequent trips throughout the world with her husband. She was
an experienced hostess and greatly enjoyed entertaining family and friends in
her hospitable home. In recent years, her sickness limited her activities in the
community and forced frequent hospital stays.
Dzvinka passed onto eternal life on Tuesday, November 2, leaving behind in
grief her husband, Borys, after 62 years of marriage, son Danylo with his wife
Xenia Panczak, daughter Olenka (Kika) with her husband George Kurywczak,
grandchildren Sofia and Luka Zacharczuk, Danylo and Borys Chabursky, in-laws,
and relatives in the United States, Canada, Germany, and Ukraine.
The family asks for prayers for the peaceful repose of Dzvinka’s soul. In the
place of flowers, those who wish to commemorate Dzvinka’s memory can
donate to the following:
• Ukrainian Educational and Cultural Center (www.ueccphila.org/),
• Ukrainian Museum (www.ukrainianmuseum.org/),
• Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization - Philadelphia Branch (www.plastphilly.org)

May her memory be eternal.
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Yavoriv Monastery celebrates 400-year anniversary of its founding
by Maria Panczak
YAVORIV, Ukraine – The founding members of the Sisters of the Order of St. Basil
the Great, Jesus, Lover of Humanity
Province, came to Philadelphia in the early
20th century from a Basilian Monastery in
Yavoriv, Ukraine. The Sisters of the Order of
St. Basil the Great celebrated that monastery’s 400th anniversary October 14-17.
The historical context of the Sisters’
presence and legacy in Europe is essential
to understanding the significance of this
milestone. The origins of the Order of St.
Basil the Great extend back to the 4th century family of Basil the Elder and his wife
Emmelia and their nine children.
It would be difficult to overstate the
impact this family has had on Christendom.
The two eldest, Macrina and Basil, founded

Courtesy of Dorothy Ann Busowski

Dorothy Ann Busowski

Yavoriv Monastery

Dorothy Ann Busowski

Bishop Vasyl Tuchapets (center left) and Metropolitan Ihor Voznyak with Sisters of
Saint Basil the Great following celebration of Divine Liturgy.

Sister Joann Sosler (left), Sister Metodia Bodetska (center) and Sister Dorothy Ann
Busowski.
a monastic movement that spread far
beyond their home of Asia Minor. It reached
the area now known as Ukraine shortly
after Volodymyr the Great introduced
Christianity in 988. In fact, the first Basilian
Monastery in Kievan Rus’ was established
in the 11th century.
Basilan monasteries proliferated
throughout the Byzantine East over many,
many years, much like their Benedictine
counterparts in the Latin West. Degrees of
autonomy and relevance varied greatly
between these institutions during the
medieval and early modern periods. A
small group of monks living in a remote
settlement might be unknown beyond
nearby villages; while an important, wellestablished monastery could be a major
player in the affairs of a large city. Vocations
from high-ranking families, fertile land and
money certainly led to temporal influence.
Yet such worldly things have no bearing on

spiritual realities. In this sense the Basilian
house in Yavoriv was much closer to a mustard seed than an acorn.
Today the small town of Yavoriv (population fewer than 15,000) is the administrative center of the Yavoriv region, located
within the larger Lviv Oblast. It is situated
quite close to the Polish border and has
passed between multiple governments
over the centuries. At the time of the monastery’s founding in 1621, Yavoriv belonged
to the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth.
The town falls within the historic region of
Halychyna, also known as Galicia, part of
Ukraine’s Greek-Catholic heartland. Why is
the Basilian institution there so treasured?
The Yavoriv Monastery is exceptional for
birthing new monasteries all over the
world: Hungary, Slovakia, Poland, the
United States, and the list goes on. What’s

Mykhalykuk, thereby elevating Fr. Myron
to a mitred priest. This was particularly significant as 2021 marks Fr. Myron’s 45th
year of priestly service and 20 years of pastoral care at St. Mary Protectress.
Archbishop Daniel reflected on the successes of the small parish on the southern
California coast, so selflessly established by
our forefathers and maintained for 60
years. Several parish members were then
recognized and awarded for their devotion
and dedication to the parish.
A Jubilee luncheon, prepared by the
Sisterhood, followed. Fr. Myron greeted and

thanked guests, including those who drove
from Los Angeles and guests from the local
Ukrainian Catholic community. A memorable anniversary celebration came to an end
with several renditions of Mnohaya Lita for
at least another 60 years of Ukrainian
Orthodox parish life in San Diego.

(Continued on page 14)

Archbishop Daniel of the UOC-U.S.A. visits Ukrainians in San Diego
by Nadia H. Skop
SAN DIEGO – Ukrainians in San Diego
were busy greeting and hosting various
church hierarchs in the past few months. In
August, more than 100 members and
guests of St. John the Baptizer Ukrainian
Catholic Church in San Diego welcomed
Bishop Benedict Aleksiychuk of the
Ukrainian Catholic Eparch of Chicago. More
recently, parishioners of St. Mary
Protectress Ukrainian Orthodox Church in
San Diego celebrated a 60th jubilee anniversary and honored its feast day of

Pokrova with the participation of
Archbishop Daniel of the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church of the U.S.A.
Over 70 parishioners and guests gathered on a typically warm and sunny fall
morning to greet Archbishop Daniel and his
entourage on October 17. Archbishop
Daniel’s dynamic charm and engaging personality mesmerized the attendees and his
meaningful sermon confirmed the deepseated spirituality of the Orthodox faith.
A highlight of the Divine Liturgy came
when the archbishop presented a mitre to
the parish pastor, Very Rev. Fr. Myron

Volodymyr Kysil

Parishioners and guests of St. Mary Protectress Ukrainian Orthodox Church in San Diego celebrated a 60th jubilee anniversary
on October 17 and honored its feast day of Pokrova with the participation of Archbishop Daniel (center wearing bishop’s mitre) of
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the U.S.A.
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Yuliia Dzhima:
Artistic biathlete
For many athletes, a hobby is an activity which offers an
opportunity to have some fun, relax or simply take a break
from grueling training and competitions. Sometimes a fun
activity or favorite amusement pushes a youngster into
starting a sport.
Olympic champion Yuliia Dzhima was raised in a biathlon
household – her mother and father were both professional
athletes – so it was no surprise the young Ukrainian also
decided to pursue the sport of biathlon. What is quite interesting is she did not immediately decide on the sport, and in
full disclosure at first did not even aspire to become an athlete at all. When she was five years old her parents bought
her a Lego toy and she became so fond of making models
she decided when she grew up she would build houses.
Growing up, her mother kept searching for talents in
her, wanting her daughter to develop. Dance classes were
first on the list, but did not last long, especially when the
dance teacher compared Dzhima’s moves to those of a
bear. Music school was next, only to find out the young lady
could not hold a tune. Dzhima recalls how difficult it is to
sing when one has no voice or hearing. She even took a
stab at sculpting, but did not get very far molding with her
hands. Here her work did receive some favorable reviews,
however, because what the students molded they also had
to paint. Apparently Dzhima had an artistic eye, as she was
invited to art school and began to draw.
Dzhima has always liked to draw, the paints on her desk
were almost never closed. At home she had two tables: one
for doing homework, the other for drawing. She participated in many exhibitions, one of which was at her school. Her
photo was displayed in the school entrance and her framed
drawings were hung on the walls of the first three floors.
Her trophy case is loaded with sports medals along with a
special Olympic silver medal in drawing.
It took Dzhima a while to find her favorite technique.
She learned to draw in watercolors, but did not adopt this
as her signature style. She eventually tried gouache and, in
particular, worked in the Petrykivka painting style, which
she selected as her technique of choice. She very much
enjoyed painting “pysanky,” Ukrainian Easter eggs in the
spring, claiming this was her most favorite thing to do.
Little wonder it was the elements of Petrykivka, a traditional Ukrainian decorative painting style, the distinctive
features of which are its floral patterns, which later beautified Dzhima’s rifle butt.
It turned out her favorite hobby of drawing/painting
actually led Dzhima into the sport of biathlon. Her love of
drawing meant she was constantly with paint and in paint.
Her mother began to worry about her health because the
young teenager was constantly getting sick. The solution
was to find a physical activity in the outdoors, preferably a
sport of interest. At first she was simply packed off for
biathlon training, which lasted close to a full year. Once she
got used to it, the sport became interesting, and she found
new friends. Despite the newfound seriousness with the
sport, drawing/painting remained her favorite hobby.
At home, Dzhima has many of her own paintings and
folders with drawings. On one occasion when her apartment was being repaired, Dzhima decided to repaint the
white refrigerator in black. She has now painted for many
years, here, there and everywhere, even deciding to decorate her own rifle. It turned out so exquisitely done that the
Semerenko sisters asked Dzhima to draw something on
their rifle butts.
Over the course of more than a season, mostly shooting
with the Dzhima decorated rifle butt, Vita Semerenko won
not only the World Cup awards, but also the World
Championships and Olympic medals. The original drawing
on Vita’s rifle was done in 2010 and was described as boring by Vita herself. Aware of her teammate’s artistic talent,
she asked Dzhima to redecorate her rifle butt. The two got

Yavoriv Monastery...
(Continued from page 12)
more, the groups of Sisters in each of these countries created new ministries of their own and reached new souls.
Thus, the legacy of Yavoriv is one of exponential growth
and compounding efforts in service of the kingdom. The
Sisters of St. Basil the Great have raised orphans, taught
at every educational level, served in chanceries, ministered to the sick and generally cared for anyone in need

Kostya Klymenko/Biathlon.com.ua

Biathlete Yuliia Dzhima with her bronze medal won in
the women’s 4x6-kilometer relay at the 2020 Biathlon
World Championships in Rasen-Antholz, Italy, on
February 12-23, 2020.
together with their ideas and the rest is history. The rifle is
still in Semerenko’s possession; only the drawings have
worn out over time, requiring a repaint. Semerenko is not
certain if Dzhima’s artistry affects her shooting results, but
she is sure the weapon had gone through many competitions with lots of positive results.
These days, training and competitions take up almost all
of the biathlete’s time. Dzhima admits that if there is an
idea and an opportunity, she tries to implement it, although
occasions to draw/paint are extremely rare. She’s gotten so
advanced in her chosen sport she has no time for her favorite hobby.
Such has become the life of an artistic, Olympic champion biathlete.
Dzhima details: Dzhima was born September 19, 1990,
in Kyiv. She is 31 years old, 5-foot-5, 145 pounds, an
Olympic champion (gold medal in 4x6-kilometer relay,
2014 Sochi), five-time World Champion medal winner, and
nine-time European Champion medalist (five golds with
four in relays). She began competing internationally in 2008
at the Junior World Championships at age 18 as a member
of the Ukrainian junior team. She won her first medal at the
2009 Junior European Championships, a bronze in the individual race. Dzhima debuted in the women’s relay in
January 2012, finishing eighth in her first ever relay. She
won a silver medal in the relay competition at the 2013
World Championships, then won her gold medal in the
women’s relay at the 2014 Winter Olympics with Vita
Semerenko, Valentina Semerenko and Olena Pidhrushna
(married name Bilosyuk). She again qualified to represent
Ukraine at the 2018 Winter Olympics, but did not participate in sprint due to illness. In relay competitions she was
seventh in mixed and 11th in classical. In January 2017,
Dzhima was awarded the Best Athlete of the Month from
the National Olympic Committee. She studied foreign languages and social communications at Sumy State University.

Remembering
umpire Ed Vargo

Nestor Chylak was not the only venerable major league
umpire of Ukrainian descent. Edward Paul Vargo was a
National League umpire for some 23 years, working home
plate and the bases from 1960 to 1983. He officiated in the
World Series, National League Championship Series and
whom they encountered all over the world, all thanks to
this one humble place. The Yavoriv Monastery evolved
over generations into the spiritual home for tens of thousands!
All of this was on display during the festivities of
October 14-17, which marked 400 years since the
Basilian Monastery in Yavoriv was founded. Sister Joann
Sosler, provincial superior, and Sister Dorothy Ann
Busowski, assistant provincial of Jesus, Lover of
Humanity Province, traveled to Ukraine for the occasion.
Sister Dorothy Ann also gave a moving speech about the
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All-Star Games four times each. He further worked several
other historic games. When he retired, his 3,555 total
games ranked ninth all-time in National League history.
During most of his career, Vargo wore umpire No. 20.
Alex and Mary Vargo were of Ukrainian and Hungarian
descent. Their youngest son, Edward, was born September
17, 1928, in the Pittsburgh suburb of Butler, Pa., where he
lived throughout his adult life. Involvement in baseball
came at an early age, as one of his first jobs as a youngster
was that of a batboy and equipment manager with the
Butler Yankees of the Class-D Pennsylvania State
Association, a farm-league extension of the New York
Yankees.
After a brief playing career as a catcher in the St. Louis
Cardinals system, he served a five-year stint in the U.S.
Army. Baseball followed him into the service – he managed
a team at Virginia’s Fort Belvoir to the base championship
in 1952. During his service stint he developed a talent for
working home plate as an umpire. After an honorable discharge form the U.S. Army, Ed worked the minor leagues as
an umpire, honing his skills from 1954 until his National
League breakthrough year of 1960. He began his professional umpiring career in the Georgia-Florida League,
Piedmont League, Eastern League and International
League, paying his dues from 1953-1959.
In the early 1960s Hall of Fame umpires Al Barlick and
“Jocko” Conlon called young Vargo the best young umpire
to come up to the big leagues at the time, and an “outstanding ball and strike man.” Vargo’s colorful insight, consistent
appraisal of every pitch and love of baseball served the
game well. In his second year in the National League, a
Sporting News poll of writers, managers and coaches rated
him the “neatest” umpire in the league.
Vargo worked the World Series in 1965, 1971, 1978 and
1983, serving as crew chief in 1978. He umpired the first
ever National League Championship Series in 1969, and
also umpired the NLCS in 1973, 1976 and 1980. He was
selected to umpire the first ever All-Star Game in 1961, and
also the All-Star Games in 1966, 1974 and 1981. In still
another first, he was the home plate umpire for the Fall
Classic’s first night game, Game 4 of the 1971 World Series.
Vargo had the privilege of umpiring eight no-hit games,
calling three of them from behind the plate: Don
Nottebart’s 4-1 win for the Houston Colt .45’s over the
Philadelphia Phillies on May 17, 1963; Sandy Koufax’s
record-tying third no-hitter on June 4, 1964, a 3-0 Los
Angeles Dodgers victory over the Phillies; and Koufax’s
perfect game on September 9, 1965, a 1-0 win over the
Chicago Cubs. Vargo is the only umpire to call no-hitters in
three consecutive seasons, and one of only two umpires to
call a no-hitter and perfect game by the same pitcher. Vargo
happened to be behind the plate on April 4, 1974, when
Hank Aaron tied Babe Ruth’s record of 714 career home
runs. The jacket he wore for Koufax’s perfect game, Aaron’s
record-tying game and the first World Series night game in
1971 was donated to the Baseball Hall of Fame by amateur
umpire Ray Gouley once Gouley learned of its significance.
Vargo had given the jacket to Gouley as a gift.
After retiring from umpiring, Vargo worked as a
National League supervisor until age 69. From 1989 to
1997 he also served as a consultant to the Rules Committee
of Major League Baseball. In 1966 he was the first inductee
into the Butler County Sports Hall of Fame and in 1994 he
was inducted into the Western Pennsylvania Sports Hall of
Fame.
As a life-long member of the Butler area community,
Vargo spent his off-season time working with the local area
school district in the capacity of a home and school visitor.
In this role he spent countless hours assisting students and
families in need.
Ed married Elizabeth Joan Hunter in 1967, and the couple had four children, two boys and two girls. He passed
away on February 2, 2008, at age 79.
Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@sfgsports.com.

Jesus, Lover of Humanity Province. Many Sisters, clergy
and laity were in attendance for the various events, which
included Divine Liturgy, music and dance, and academic
programs. The celebration also served as one of the few
opportunities since the pandemic for members of the
Sisters of St. Basil the Great to convene in person.
The Yavoriv Monastery did not yield fruit across continents due to wealth or importance in any worldly sense.
Rather, it was the faith, hope and love of the Sisters there
who dedicated their lives to Christ, and He in turn blessed
their wonderful work across many years and miles.
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Kyiv Post...
(Continued from page 9)
Ukraine media landscape

Most of the country’s media is owned by
so-called oligarchs, or elite tycoons, who
control much of the economy and hold
enormous sway in politics and government
policy. Their news channels and websites
are often used as platforms to influence
public opinion in-line with their personal
agendas.
Likewise, muckraking journalists seeking the truth encounter perils in this environment with murders of journalists not
uncommon. The most high-profile case is
that of Heorhiy Gongadze, whose beheaded
body was found on the outskirts of Kyiv
months after being pushed into a waiting
taxi on September 16, 2000.
Mr. Gongadze was the founder of
Ukrainska Pravda, an online news outlet
which still exists today as an independent
voice that is published in Ukrainian and
Russian. His murder case remains largely
unsolved, according to investigative journalists whose reporting implicated former
President Leonid Kuchma based on alleged
recordings made in his office.
Mr. Kuchma has on numerous occasions
vehemently denied involvement in the
journalist’s slaying.
Belarus-born journalist Pavel Sheremet,
known for his critical writing, was killed in
a car explosion on the morning of July 20,
2016, in Kyiv. His case remains unsolved.
For the first 10 months of this year, “213
offenses” of “illegal obstruction of the
media were registered,” chief prosecutor
Venediktova’s office told The Ukrainian
Weekly. “This year, charges were filed
against 37 individuals who were reported
to have committed such criminal offenses.”
The Kyiv-based watchdog Institute of
Mass Information recorded 229 cases of
violations of freedom of speech last year, of
which 171 involved physical aggression
toward journalists.
Kyiv Post history

Despite its exceptional status, the newspaper has not been immune to the pitfalls
of responsible news coverage. It has faced
existential threats toward its editorial independence and it has endured two libel lawsuits, physical threats and an editorial
walkout over the quashing of a story and
the dismissal of Mr. Bonner at one point.
It had a humble beginning with U.S.
national Jed Sunden who made his way to
Kyiv in 1993. The New York native completed a bachelor’s degree in history at
Macalester College in St. Paul, Minnesota.
Similar to how renowned magazine publisher Hugh Hefner first opened Playboy
magazine, Mr. Sunden started the newspaper out of an apartment with $8,000 and
three computers in late 1995.
By 1999, it was making a solid profit and
he eventually made Kyiv Post a part of a
publishing house of other outlets and platforms all the while maintaining editorial
independence.
Veronika Melkozerova, who worked for
the Kyiv Post, tweeted recently that “it was
the first place where I learned what real
independent journalism look like.”

When the global financial crisis of 20082009 struck Ukraine, Mr. Sunden sold the
newspaper for just over a $1 million to his
successor, Mr. Zahoor, who had made his
money as a steelmaker in Donetsk before
moving to Kyiv.
The newspaper would never make a
profit again and has since been subsidized
by its two successive owners.
Meanwhile, it also faced two libel lawsuits, one under Mr. Sunden and the other
when Mr. Zahoor was the owner.
Ukraine’s richest billionaire Rinat
Akhmetov went to court over an October 4,
2007, op-ed authored by Mr. Sunden titled,
“Appalling Kyiv city council land grab.” In
the opinion piece, the publisher accused
the Donetsk tycoon of “robbery” equivalent
to $200 million.
In February of the following year, Mr. Sun
den published a correction and apology in
the newspaper based on a Kyiv court ruling.
Under Mr. Zahoor’s ownership, chemical
and gas tycoon Dmytro Firtash initiated a
libel lawsuit in London over a front-page
story in the Kyiv Post. It was based on a July
2, 2010, article titled “Gas trade leaves trail
of lawsuits, corruption.”
Judge John Leslie of the High Court in
London tossed the case out, ruling that the
mogul’s link to English jurisdiction was
“tenuous to the extreme.”
“Observers of the two-hour hearing in
the High Court in London said the judge
also called the Firtash lawsuit against the
Kyiv Post ‘almost an abuse of process,’” the
Kyiv Post reported on February 24, 2011.
Mr. Firtash, who is still-influential and
powerful as an oligarch, is currently domiciled in Vienna where he is fighting extradition to the U.S. on corruption and other
charges. He denies those charges and
insists they are more motivated by U.S.government pressure toward Kyiv.
A five-day editorial strike at the Kyiv
Post ensued in 2011 after Mr. Bonner
refused an order for him to stop the publication of an interview with the agriculture
minister, who was implicated in corrupt
grain-exporting schemes.
Mykola Prysazhnyuk, then a Cabinet
member of former President Viktor Yanu
kovych, allegedly called the publisher to kill
the story after journalists interviewed him
at his office.
Five days later, Mr. Zahoor reversed his
decision and reinstated Mr. Bonner “as part
of a four-member team of editors to ensure
the paper stays independent,” the Kyiv Post
reported.
As Ukraine was making preparations for
co-hosting the 2012 quadrennial European
soccer championship, then Infrastructure
Minister Borys Kolesnikov made physical
threats toward this journalist.
After publishing an investigation into the
continent’s premiere sporting event and
discovering an inflated budget that involved
alleged kickback schemes, Mr. Kolesnikov
threatened “to destroy you [this journalist]
and the Kyiv Post” in at least two phone
calls with this reporter.
“I know where you are from; you never
liked us,” Mr. Kolesnikov told this reporter.
Disclaimer: Mark Raczkiewycz is a former
editor and staff writer for the Kyiv Post and
until Nov. 8 had an affiliation with the newspaper as an occasional freelance contributor.

KULINSKI MEMORIALS

809 SOUTH MAIN STREET • MANVILLE, NJ 08835

Tel. 800-458-5467 • 908-722-3130 • Fax 908-253-0027
KulinskiMemorials@msn.com • KulinskiMemorials.com
• Serving Ukrainian families for over 60 years
• Over 40 granite colors to choose from
• Custom etchings
• House appointments available
• Serving the tri-state area
• 5 minutes from St. Andrew Ukrainian Cemetery
in South Bound Brook, NJ
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Art exhibit, “Painting in Excess: Kyiv’s Art Revival,
March 13, 2022
1985-1993,” organized by Olena Martynyuk and Julia
New Brunswick, NJ Tulovsky, Rutgers University, Zimmerli Art Museum,
https://zimmerli.rutgers.edu/
November 17
Online

Book discussion, “Ukraine Under Lithuanian and Polish
Rule: Mykhailo Hrushevsky, ‘History of Ukraine-Rus,’
Volumes 4 through 6,” Canadian Institute of Ukrainian
Studies, University of Alberta,
www.facebook.com/canadian.institute.of.ukrainian.studies

November 18
Online

Webinar, “Holodomor and the Nation – Multigenerational
Effects,” Holodomor Descendants’ Network, Ukrainian
World Congress, www.hdn.ukrainianworldcongress.org/

November 20
Online

Webinar with Maria Rypan, “Ukrainian Beaded Adornments,”
Ukrainian History and Education Center, www.ukrhec.org

November 20
Whippany, NJ

Home buying seminar, with Irene Agne, Roman B. Hirniak
and Marta Kowal, “Keys to Home Buying,” Selfreliance
Federal Credit Union, Ukrainian American Cultural Center
of New Jersey, 973-887-2776

November 20
New Haven, CT

Commemorative concert, “Ukrainian Holodomor and
Revolution of Dignity: Remembrance Event Concert,”
University of New Haven, Bucknall Theater,
203-932-7101 or vmarkiw@newhaven.edu

November 21
Online

Virtual cooking workshop with Chef Mykola Rutkay,
“My Baba’s Holubtsi and Mushroom Sauce,” St. Vladimir
Institute, www.stvladimir.ca

November 21
Lehighton, PA

Thanksgiving Dinner, Ukrainian Homestead of CEC
ODWU, 267-312-2309

November 21
Conyers, GA

Holodomor commemoration, with requiem service and
cultural program, Mother of God Ukrainian Catholic
Church, 770-760-1111 or motherofgodatlanta.com

November 24
Online

Webinar with Susana Torres Prieto, “The Geography
of Letters in Kyivan Rus’,” Harvard University,
www.huri.harvard.edu

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

The Ukrainian Intelligentsia and Genocide:
The Struggle for History, Language, and Culture
in the 1920s and 1930s by Victoria A. Malko

About the Author
Dr. Victoria A. Malko is faculty
member in the Department of
History and founding coordinator
of the Holodomor Studies Program
at California State University, Fresno.
About the Book
This book examines the Soviet
genocide against Ukrainian
intellectual elites in the 1920s and
1930s, from its Marxist-LeninistStalinist roots to its subsequent
cover-up and denial. The author
analyzes the role intellectuals–
especially teachers–played in
shaping, contesting, and inculcating
the history of the genocide.
Special 30% Discount Offer! To get
a discount, use code LEX30AUTH21
when ordering. Valid until
12/31/2021.
To order, use Lexington Books website at:
https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781498596787/The-UkrainianIntelligentsia-and-Genocide-The-Struggle-for-History-Language
-and-Culture-in-the-1920s-and-1930s
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