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Ukraine reassesses Russian military threat, sees
Prosecutors complete probe of Euro-Maidan killings, implicating
‘high probability’ of further destabilization this winter ex-President Yanukovych who faces potential life sentence

Center for Strategic and International Studies

An aerial view shows elements of Russia’s 41st combined arms army in Yelnya,
Russia, as seen on November 9.
by Mark Raczkiewycz
KYIV – While hosting the British defense
minister this week, Ukraine has reversed
course to concur with its Western allies
that Russia’s irregular accumulation and
movement of military personnel and hard
ware could signal a further invasion this
winter.
Reports by the Financial Times, Associ
ated Press, Bloomberg and other news out
lets suggest that the intelligence first

gleaned by the U.S. goes beyond monitoring
unscheduled military deployments near
Ukraine’s border.
Hanna Maliar, Ukrainian deputy defense
minister, told the Financial Times on
November 14 that the recent mobilization of
Russian soldiers suggests “a high probability
of destabilization” in the upcoming winter.
After Russia concluded large-scale mili
tary drills near Ukraine’s border this
(Continued on page 4)

Prosecutor General’s Office of Ukraine

Prosecutor General Iryna Veneditkova as seen on October 26.
by Mark Raczkiewycz
KYIV – The pre-trial investigation into
the killings during the final and most inten
sive days of the Euro-Maidan revolution of
2013-2014 concluded on November 17.
Ukrainian chief prosecutor Iryna
Venediktova held a briefing during which
time she said investigators from the State
Investigation Bureau completed their
probe into the involvement of ex-President
Viktor Yanukovych and nine other high-lev

German agency suspends certification of Nord Stream 2,
natural-gas prices surge throughout Europe
Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty

Germany’s federal energy regulator said it
temporarily halted the approval process for the
controversial Nord Stream 2 underseas gas
pipeline that aims to bring Russian gas to
Germany.
The Federal Network Agency, or Bundesnet
zagentur, announced in a statement on
November 16 that it had suspended the certifi
cation procedure for the recently completed
pipeline after concluding that “it would only be
possible to certify an operator of the Nord
Stream 2 pipeline if that operator was orga
nized in a legal form under German law.”
Bundesnetzagentur said that a subsidiary
set up to govern the German part of the pipe
line did not fulfil the conditions to be an “inde
pendent transmission operator.”
The certification procedure would be sus
pended until “the main assets and human
resources have been transferred to the subsid
iary” and this step has been verified, it added.
The announcement comes as Europe, which
(Continued on page 5)
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A map shows the different pipelines that are used to transit natural gas from
Russia to Europe.

el officials in the killing of about 100 people
on February 18-20, 2014.
All the suspects are beyond the reach of
Ukrainian law enforcement and are
believed to be residing in Russia, where
they fled after a popular pro-democratic
uprising stood up to Mr. Yanukovych’s
increasingly authoritarian and corrupt
rule.
Most of the more than 100 people who
were killed during the nearly three-month
revolution died on February 18-20, 2014,
near or on Institutska Street in the capital’s
Independence Square (Maidan Nezalezh
nosti).
Exactly 67 civilians were killed while
more than a dozen law enforcement offi
cers died as well, Ms. Veneditkova’s office
said.
The second more violent phase of the
uprising started on February 18, 2014,
when a joint law enforcement unit stormed
the make-shift tent city in Independence
Square, setting fire to the protesters’ head
quarters at the Trade Unions Building while
shrinking the perimeter of the encampment.
“A total of 887 civilians and 132 law
enforcement officers were injured. Property
losses in the amount of more than 16 mil
lion hryvnias were inflicted,” the chief pros
ecutor’s office said on its website.
Former protesters and civil society
groups associated with the Euro-Maidan
say that the number of civilian killings is
closer to 100. In March 2014, the Interior
Ministry published the names of 18 law
enforcement officers who were killed, but
that page has since been taken down from
the website.
According to Denis Ivanov, deputy head
of the Maidan Affairs Department at the
Prosecotur General’s Office, during the
bloodiest three days of the standoff, Mr.
(Continued on page 4)
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Georgia: A pillar of NATO’s
wider Black Sea strategy?
by Giorgi Menabde
Eurasia Daily Monitor
On November 8, the Blue Ridge-class
command-and-control ship USS Mount
Whitney (LCC 20) and the Arleigh Burkeclass guided-missile destroyer USS Porter
(DDG 78) arrived in Batumi, Georgia (1tv.ge
November 8). According to a statement
released by the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO), “The port visit high
lights an important relationship between
NATO allies and vital Black Sea partner
Georgia. Georgia has been a consistent and
steadfast partner in promoting peace and
stability in the region” (Civil.ge, Sfn.nato.int,
November 8).
The United States’ ambassador to
Georgia, Kelly C. Degnan, who personally
attended the docking ceremony in Batumi,
reminded journalists that USS Mount
Whitney, the current flagship of the U.S.
Navy’s Sixth Fleet, was in Georgia 13 years
ago, in September 2008, to deliver essential
relief aid following the Russian invasion.
“This is a concrete example of the kind of
security and defense cooperation that
Georgia and the United States have built
over the years,” Ambassador Degnan
underscored. She further argued, “This is
not just an opportunity to improve interop
erability and joint coordination. It is a sign
of our commitment to this vitally important
geographic region and our unwavering
support for Georgia’s sovereignty and terri
torial integrity.” Washington’s top diplomat
in Georgia noted, “Vessels like this allow
the United States Navy to have over-thehorizon projection of force when we need it
and wherever we need it. It’s not easy to
host a big vessel, two big vessels like this,
and they [the Georgian side] did it with
such flexibility and generosity” (Ge.usem
bassy.gov, November 9).
Port calls to the Georgian coast by war
ships of the U.S. fleet and those of other
NATO countries are fairly regular occurrenc
es. On June 26, the British destroyer HMS
Defender docked in Batumi on the heels of a
potentially dangerous incident in the waters
near Russia-occupied Crimea (Civil.ge, June
26). In addition to hosting multiple visits by
U.S. and allied ships to its Black Sea ports,
Georgia annually participates in several
multinational naval exercises with EuroAtlantic forces (Civil.ge, June 26).
Just this year, as early as January,
Georgian personnel joined together with
detachments from 30 NATO member and
partner states to conduct naval exercises
aimed at improving the interoperability of
allied units in the Black Sea region (Navy.
mil, January 23).
Then, on March 19, four vessels of the
Standing NATO Maritime Group 2 (SNMG2),
a rapid reaction force of the Alliance, carried
out drills in Georgia’s territorial waters
alongside the Georgian Coast Guard service.
The SNMG2 ships consisted of the Spanish
flagship Cristobal Colón (a frigate) along
with its counterparts Regina Maria of the
Romanian Navy, the Turkish fleet’s
Kemalreis and Bulgaria’s Smeli. The
Georgian Ministry of Internal Affairs, to
which the Coast Guard department belongs,
called these maneuvers a “clear message of
support” for Georgia from NATO (Police.ge,
March 19; 1tv.ge/news March 19). SNMG2
vessels visited Georgia last year as well,
when the port of Poti hosted ships from
Bulgaria, Canada, Italy, Romania and Turkey
(Agenda.ge, April 8, 2020).
And in June 2021, land and sea assets as

well as staff from the Georgian Defense
Forces participated in Sea Breeze 2021 –
multinational drills led by Washington and
Kyiv, hosted annually in the Black Sea areas
in and around Ukraine. Georgia has partici
pated in these marquee regional naval
maneuvers since they launched in 2001
(Civil.ge, June 29, 2021; see Monitor, July
10, 2001).
The editor-in-chief of the military-analyt
ical journal Arsenali, Irakli Aladashvili,
stressed that Georgia’s lack of a standing
military fleet has not hampered the inten
sive, routine cooperation between NATO
and Georgian forces. “After the 2008 war,
when the Russian aggressor destroyed sev
eral [of Georgia’s] warships in the port of
Poti, the Georgian authorities decided to
turn over the remaining naval vessels to the
Coast Guard of the Ministry of Internal
Affairs,” Mr. Aladashvili pointed out.
“Western friends did a lot to help the coun
try build a new defensive infrastructure in
its territorial waters. … At the same time,
we did not put all of our eggs in one basket:
Georgia received naval boats and military
equipment not only from our main strategic
partner, the United States, but also from
Turkey, Greece and other countries, with
which our cooperation in the Black Sea is
developing very successfully,” Mr. Alada
shvili said (Author’s interview, November
13).
In turn, Dr. Vakhtang Maisaia, a scholar
in political and strategic studies, is confi
dent that Western countries “highly appre
ciate” Georgia’s readiness to take part in
common efforts to “contain Russian aggres
sion” in the Black Sea. “That is why, over the
past 10 years, NATO members, primarily
the United States, annually carry out six to
seven different military actions related to
Georgia, including visits to Georgian ports
and joint maritime exercises or maneu
vers,” Mr. Maisaia contended. The expert
also drew attention to another external fac
tor: the number of U.S. and NATO activities
on the Black Sea with the participation of
Georgia has especially increased in the past
six years, after the annexation of Ukrainian
Crimea by Russia. “Just look at the map to
understand. Having occupied Crimea,
Russia is trying to control the entire Black
Sea, turning it into a ‘Russian lake,’ which
poses a threat to NATO members. That is
why the Black Sea is becoming no less
important for the Alliance than the Baltic
Sea,” the expert said, adding, “it is no coinci
dence that as early as 2004, at the Istanbul
Summit, the term ‘Black Sea dimension of
security’ appeared in Alliance documents”
(Author’s interview, November 14).
This argument by the Georgian military
scholar is confirmed by the fact that at the
successive Wales (2014), Warsaw (2016)
and Brussels (2018) summits, the North
Atlantic Alliance members collectively
showed increasing concern and readiness to
act in the Black Sea region (Usni.org, May
2020). That said, this readiness has not yet
precipitated into political will to grant
Ukraine and Georgia either a Membership
Acting plan (MAP) or the status of Major
Non-NATO Ally (MNNA) – despite continued
destabilizing Russian military actions and
strong indications of the Kremlin’s readiness
for even more aggressive steps going forward
(see Eurasia Daily Monitor, October 21).
The article above is reprinted from
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation,
www.jamestown.org.

U.S., U.K. express concern
The United States and United Kingdom
once again expressed concern about a large
buildup of Russian troops near the border
with Ukraine as concerns grow over the
Kremlin’s endgame. U.S. Defense Secretary
Lloyd Austin said on November 17 that the
Russian troop movements “certainly have
our attention” and he urged Russia to be
“more transparent” about its intentions.
Earlier in the day, British Prime Minister
Boris Johnson warned a panel of senior law
makers that it would be a “tragic mistake”
for the Kremlin to undertake “military
adventurism.” Ukraine’s Defense Ministry
said earlier this month that up to 90,000
Russian troops remained near its border to
the north, despite the end of military drills.
That has raised concern over possible
Russian aggression against Ukraine and
prompted the U.K. to announce that it would
be sending 600 troops to the country.
Meanwhile, the United States has stepped up
naval visits to the Black Sea, sparking
Kremlin anger. Russia has a history of aggres
sion toward Ukraine. The Kremlin forcibly
annexed its Black Sea peninsula of Crimea in
2014 and backed separatists in two of its
eastern provinces, triggering a conflict that
continues to simmer to this day. Separately,
the United States and NATO member Turkey
held a high-level defense group meeting at
the Pentagon on November 16 to discuss a
range of issues, including tensions in the
Black Sea. Turkey is one of three NATO mem
bers, along with Romania and Bulgaria, that
borders the Black Sea. Ukrainian Defense
Minister Oleksiy Reznikov is expected in
Washington later in the week. (RFE/RL)
Kyiv blasts Putin decree on trade

Kyiv has assailed Moscow over a presi
dential decree allowing goods produced in
areas of eastern Ukraine controlled by
Kremlin-backed separatists to be sold more
easily in Russia, calling it “gross interfer
ence” in the country’s internal affairs and a
violation of international law. Ukraine’s
Foreign Affairs Ministry said in a statement
on November 16 that Russian President
Vladimir Putin’s decree violated Russia’s
commitments under the Minsk cease-fire
deals aimed at putting an end to an ongoing
seven-year conflict in Ukraine’s eastern

The Ukrainian Weekly

regions of Donetsk and Luhansk that has
claimed more than 13,200 lives since April
2014. The decree, which was posted on
Russia’s official portal of legal information
on November 15 amid Western concerns
over Russian military activities in and
around Ukraine, “clearly demonstrates
Russia’s purposeful policy to pull the tempo
rarily occupied territories of our state to its
economic, political, electoral and informa
tion space,” the statement reads. The
Ukrainian ministry said it had sent a rele
vant “note of protest” to the Russian Foreign
Affairs Ministry. In his decree, Mr. Putin
ordered the government to lift curbs on
exports and imports of goods between
Russia and parts of Ukraine’s Donetsk and
Luhansk regions that are held by the sepa
ratists. The Kremlin justified the move by
citing the repercussions of the economic
blockade between the separatist-held areas
and the rest of Ukraine, as well as the impact
of the COVID-19 pandemic. A separatist rep
resentative in Luhansk, Rodion Miroshnik,
hailed the move as a “serious step toward
integration with Russia,” while Donetsk sep
aratist leader Denis Pushilin spoke of an
“important step in support.” Since 2019, res
idents of the breakaway areas have been
able to obtain Russian passports through a
simplified procedure, sparking harsh criti
cism from Kyiv and Western governments
which accused Moscow of trying to further
destabilize the situation in Ukraine’s east.
(RFE/RL, with reporting by dpa)

Ombudswoman cannot see Saakashvili

Ukraine’s ombudswoman has been
barred from seeing hunger striking former
Georgian President Mikheil Saakashvili,
who is a Ukrainian citizen, in a prison hos
pital in Georgia. Georgian Justice Minister
Rati Bregadze said on November 16 that
Lyudmyla Denisova cannot visit Mr.
Saakashvili, as “Georgian law does not envi
sion” such a visit. “There is no need for that
and we do not have such an obligation,” Mr.
Bregadze said, adding that Mr. Saakashvili’s
health condition is satisfactory and there is
no reason for concern. Mr. Bregadze also
criticized Ms. Denisova for an earlier state
ment she made after meeting with Mr.
Saakashvili earlier last month. In the com
(Continued on page 10)
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NATO deputy chief urges Russia to agree to ‘honest’ dialogue to defuse tensions
by Carmen Valica
Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty
NATO Deputy Secretary-General Mircea Geoana has
called on Russian officials to establish a “solid, transparent
and honest dialogue” with the Western military alliance
amid persistent high tensions between Moscow and the
West over issues including its seizure of Ukraine’s Crimean
Peninsula and the ongoing conflict in the eastern Ukrainian
regions of Donetsk and Luhansk.
More recently, Russia has been accused of helping its
ally, Belarusian strongman Alyaksandr Lukashenka,
orchestrate a border crisis with the European Union’s east
ern member states – which the Kremlin denies.
Western countries have also expressed concerns over a
Russian military buildup close to Ukraine’s borders in
recent weeks, while Moscow has been angered by stepped
up naval visits to the Black Sea by NATO member states.
In an interview with RFE/RL, Mr. Geoana said that,
despite relations being at the lowest level since the end of
the Cold War, NATO officials “are seeking and looking for
ward to continuing discussions with their Russian counter
parts” on both the political and military levels.
“We stand ready to continue to urge Russia to come
back to the NATO-Russia Council,” the main forum for dia
logue between the two sides, he said.
“For the time being, Russia is turning down our invita
tions, but we hope that they realize the merit of having a
solid, transparent and honest dialogue with NATO,” Mr.
Geoana said.
Kremlin-backed separatists continue to control wide
swaths of eastern Ukraine in a seven-year conflict that has
claimed more than 13,200 lives since April 2014. The war
erupted after Russia invaded and illegally annexed Crimea
in the Black Sea in March 2014.
Periodic buildups of Russian troops in the area have set
off alarms in Kyiv and Western capitals. Earlier this month,

Ukraine said up to 90,000 Russian troops remained near
its border despite the end of military drills, triggering calls
for Russia to be transparent about its intentions.
Mr. Geoana said he would not speculate about the rea
sons behind such “unusual activities” by the Russian mili
tary around Ukraine, but insisted that NATO was “vigilant”
and “very firm in deterring and defending against any
threat from any direction.”
Last week, the Kremlin vowed to safeguard its borders
in the face of actions by countries trying to “contain”
Russia, including in the Black Sea region. Russian President
Vladimir Putin’s spokesman, Dmitry Peskov, also claimed
that “the movement of our armed forces on our territory
should not be a cause for concern.”
But Mr. Geoana rejected Russian suggestions that NATO
is a potential threat to the country as “just not true,” saying,
“Everything we do in the Black Sea or on the eastern flank
of NATO is purely defensive and perfectly transparent.”
Noting that NATO has three member states in the region
– Romania, Bulgaria and Turkey – as well as two “very
important partners” – Ukraine and Georgia – the NATO
deputy chief said, “There’s absolutely no surprise to any
one when we do air policing, when we do maritime pres
ence in the Black Sea.”
“And in the end, it was not NATO, we didn’t occupy
Crimea or invade eastern Ukraine, so everything we have
done after 2014 was purely defensive, deterrence and
defense, as we should, but always being careful of not being
provocative or giving a sense of misinterpretation.”
Moscow has been working closely with its ally in Minsk
amid a border crisis as thousands of third-country
migrants the European Union accuses Mr. Lukashenka of
“weaponizing” are trapped along Belarus’s western bor
ders with Poland, Latvia and Lithuania.
The EU has accused Mr. Lukashenka of flying in
migrants and funneling them to the bloc’s borders – partic
ularly on the Polish frontier – to retaliate against Brussels

NATO

NATO Deputy Secretary-General Mircea Geoana
for sanctions imposed over a sweeping crackdown on the
political opposition, civil society and independent media
since last year’s disputed presidential election.
“This is something that is part of a new arsenal of hybrid
tools that Belarus is using” against NATO and EU member
states, according to Mr. Geoana.
“And of course, knowing the close relationship and part
nership between Belarus and the Russian Federation, we
also know that there is, you know, a way in which this is
not indifferent or unknown to Moscow,” Mr. Geoana said.

Copyright 2021, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted with the permission of Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut
Ave. NW, Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see https://
www.rferl.org/a/nato-geoana-interview-russia/31567740.
html).

Myroslav Marynovych completes successful U.S. book tour
by Alex Kuzma
SAN FRANCISCO – Acclaimed Ukrainian author and
human rights champion Myroslav Marynovych on October
26 completed a six-week U.S. book tour with a presenta
tion at the Tiburon Yacht Club near San Francisco.
The event, hosted by Svitla Systems, Hromada on-line
magazine and the San Francisco Friends of UCU
Committee attracted a diverse audience eager to obtain
signed copies of the English translation of Mr.
Marynovych’s prison memoir, “The Universe Behind
Barbed Wire” published by University of Rochester Press.
As the vice-rector for university mission at the
Ukrainian Catholic University, Mr. Marynovych has won
recognition as a leader in the movement for interfaith dia
logue and ethnic reconciliation and as a voice of con
science for Ukraine’s democratic forces. In 2014 he and
Crimean Tatar leader Mustafa Jemilev received the
Truman-Reagan Medal of Freedom from the Victims of
Communism Memorial Foundation. He was also honored

Alex Kuzma

Prof. Myroslav Marynovych (left) presents a signed
copy of his memoir, “The Universe Behind Barbed
Wire,” to Carl Gershman, the long-time president of the
National Endowment of Democracy and a longtime supporter of Ukrainian human rights activists.

with the Sergio Vieira de Mello Humanitarian Award in
Krakow, Poland, in 2013.
During his many book presentations, Mr. Marynovych
told his audiences that he was hesitant to write this mem
oir until recently, as he wanted to focus on Ukraine’s
future, rather than looking back at the dissident move
ment of the 1970s and 1980s. However, as more and more
of his fellow dissidents began to pass away, he decided to
pay homage and give voice to some of the heroic col
leagues who had such an important influence on his life.
Mr. Marynovych was invited to deliver the prestigious
Nanovic Institute Lecture at Notre Dame University in

South Bend, Ind., on September 16. Among his other aca
demic lectures, he also delivered presentations at Indiana
University, the University of Rochester, Syracuse University
and the Catholic University of America in Washington, DC.
At each stop, Mr. Marynovych signed copies of his book
and shared many of the poignant and intimate details from
his seven years as a political prisoner at the notorious
Perm 36 prison camp in Siberia. While there, he developed
strong friendships and drew inspiration from many
Ukrainian human rights heroes such as Mykola Rudenko,
(Continued on page 7)

FOR THE RECORD

Ukrainian Americans for Biden release letter sent to U.S. President Joe Biden
The following letter, released on November 11, was sent
to U.S. President Joe Biden by the Steering Committee of
Ukrainian Americans for Biden.

executive levels.
Mass starvation in Ukraine began during the winter of
1931-1932 and reached a peak during the winter of
1932-1933. Raphael Lemkin, who developed the term
genocide when trying to explain the Holocaust, used the
Dear President Biden:
Congratulations on the successful relaunch of a com famine in Ukraine as his primary example of a politically
prehensive U.S.-Ukraine Strategic Partnership. Despite motivated mass death of an ethnos.
Since the 50th anniversary of the Holodomor in 1983,
numerous obstacles and flaws, since declaring indepen
dence from the USSR three decades ago, Ukraine has U.S. presidents have issued statements with regard to
been committed to building a modern democracy; this tragedy during which millions of Ukrainians were
starved to death intentionally. While the administration
Ukraine is a worthy ally of the United States.
Ukraine, as part of its nation building effort, is uncover of President George W. Bush authorized the construction
ing hidden history, including the atrocities carried out by of a Holodomor memorial in Washington, DC, which
the leadership of the Soviet Union, such as the 1932-1933 some maintain could be considered as the U.S. recogni
famine in Ukraine. Known as the Holodomor, this famine tion of this genocide, at present a more direct recogni
was a calculated effort initiated and led by Stalin to use tion is being sought.
So, this year, on the cusp of the 90th anniversary of
starvation as a political weapon to break Ukrainians, both
the resistance to his policy of collectivization, as well as to the Holodomor, we ask that a presidential statement be
issued that officially recognizes this famine in Ukraine,
destroy a nationally conscious leadership class.
In October 2018, the U.S. Senate passed a resolution the Holodomor, as a genocide.
stating that in 1932-1933 “Joseph Stalin … committed
Ukrainian Americans for Biden Steering Committee:
genocide against Ukrainians.” Internationally, the
Vatican, our neighbors Canada and Mexico, most nations Chrystia Balko Slywotzky, Orest Deychakiwsky, Marta
in the Baltics, Eastern Europe, and the Caucuses, several Farion, Andrew Fedynsky, Irene Jarosewich, Khristina
in Western Europe, Latin America, as well as Australia, Lew, Ulana Mazurkevich, Adrian Slywotzky, Mark N.V.
have offered similar recognition on parliamentary and Temnycky, Halyna Traversa and Tania Vitvitsky
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Ukraine reassesses...

“unfounded” and Russian Foreign Affairs
Minister Sergei Lavrov has said troop
movements inside Russia are part of the
(Continued from page 1)
country’s “domestic” affairs.
spring, “it left logistic warfare stocks near
Last week and as recently as November
the border, allowing for the quick future 15, Kyiv softened its reaction to Western
deployment of troops without having to intelligence reports about what Russia’s
move large amounts of materiel,” Bloom military has stationed near Ukraine at
berg reported, citing European Union for bases within striking distance of the coun
try some 260 kilometers (about 160 miles)
eign policy chief Josep Borrell.
Speaking in Brussels following a trip to from its northern border.
Ukraine’s state border guard service
Washington, Ukrainian Foreign Affairs
Minister Dmytro Kuleba said Kyiv is seeing spokesperson head Andriy Demchenko this
“a deteriorating situation where Russia is week told local channel 24 that no detec
demonstrating that it can quickly activate tion has been recorded of the neighboring
the already amassed troops and equipment country’s military on the “immediate” bor
and that every option including a military der.
Yet, CSIS noted a 17 percent increase in
one is on the table.”
The Washington-based Center for the number of Russian troops at a military
Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) base in Yelnya to the north of Ukraine more
said on November 17 that “Russia is con than 150 miles from the border.
“The current Russian military buildup is
tinuing a slow but steady military buildup
not
tied to a military exercise and is there
near its border with Ukraine.”
fore
causing concern in Washington and
In turn, the Kremlin has dismissed fears
of a further invasion of Ukraine as some European capitals,” the Washingtonbased think tank said.
In particular, analysts said
the Yelnya base is home to the
144th Guards Motorized Rifle
Division, but it also noticed “a
continuing surge of military
equipment and personnel
from the 41st Combined Arms
Army, which is normally garri
soned over 2,000 miles away
in Novosibirsk.”
Still, whatever intelligence
is being shared has prompted
France, Germany, NATO, the
EU and the U.S. to issue state
ments of alarm and messages
of warning to Russia should it
decide to further the war it
started in Ukraine eight years
ago.
At NATO headquarters in
Brussels on November 15, the
defense alliance’s chief, Jens
Stoltenberg, said that “we see
an unusual concentration of
troops, and we know that
Russia has been willing to use
these types of military capa
bilities before to conduct
aggressive actions against
Ukraine.”
Russia previously conduct
ed actions against Ukraine
during the battles of Illovaisk
in August 2014 and Debal
tseve in 2015. Exhaustive
The Sunday Times
open-source evidence has
A map shows the different military forces currently shown that regular Russian
deployed in eastern Europe
military personnel and battle-

Prosecutors...
(Continued from page 1)
Yanukovych allegedly made 11 phone calls
to Russian President Vladimir Putin.
In addition, the heads of law enforce
ment agencies of both countries were in
touch.
The former head of Ukraine’s counterin
telligence agency, the Security Service of
Ukraine (SBU), Oleksandr Yakymenko, held
three phone calls with his Russian counter
part, while ex-Interior Minister Oleksandr
Zakharchenko made 12 phone calls with his
corresponding interlocutor, Mr. Ivanov said.
Mr. Yanukovych and former law enforce
ment officials under investigation are
being charged with more than a dozen
counts of the criminal code, which include
being “part of a criminal group, illegal
obstruction of rallies, ... abuse of power,
premeditated and attempted murder, caus
ing premeditated grievous bodily harm, as
well as organizing terrorist acts.”

The former president faces a life sen
tence if found guilty of the acts. He denies
wrongdoing.
The protests started in early November
2013 when Mr. Yanukovych rejected a
long-anticipated and far-ranging political
and economic agreement with the
European Union. He instead bowed to
pressure from Moscow, which purchased
$3 billion in Eurobonds from the govern
ment, a debt that has yet to be repaid. That
purchase is under litigation at the Supreme
Court of the United Kingdom.
Kyiv maintains the bonds were issued
under duress and made a final submission
of its defense with the court on November
11.
“Ukraine has always contended that, as
a result of Russia’s preceding threats and
acts of both economic and military aggres
sion, it was left with no choice and [was]
ultimately coerced by Russia into entering
[into] the contracts for the bonds,” the
Finance Ministry said.
Mr. Yanukovych abdicated power and

General Staff the Armed Forces of Ukraine

British Secretary of Defense Ben Wallace (left) meets with his Ukrainian counterpart,
Oleksiy Reznikov, in Kyiv on November 16.
hardened private military contractors had
taken part in those battles, which Ukraine
lost.
Both battles took place in the eastern
most region of Donetsk with Debaltseve
being a winter campaign that raged when
then-President Petro Poroshenko was
negotiating a second internationally-bro
kered truce that never fully took hold.
Amid the reports, newly-appointed
Ukrainian Defense Minister Oleksiy
Reznikov hosted his counterpart, British
Secretary of Defense Ben Wallace, in Kyiv.
The United Kingdom is one of three main
NATO countries that have regularly trained
Ukrainians in-country. The British are
involved in bolstering a mosquito fleet for
Ukraine’s navy and have instructed
marines in the southern region of
Mykolayiv.
“Our governments do not want to be
hostile or seek in any way to strategically
surround or undermine the Russian
Federation. We are concerned about the
buildup of troops and Russian activity near
the borders of Ukraine,” Messrs. Wallace
and Reznkikov said in a joint statement.
Some 80,000 tons of ammunition also
arrived this week from the U.S. as part of
an additional assistance package worth
$60 million, the U.S. Embassy in Ukraine
reported.
A separate joint statement in Brussels
by Germany and France also warned
Russia that “any new attempt to under
mine Ukraine’s territorial integrity would
have serious consequences.”
Canada, which trains Ukrainian troops
in Lviv Oblast, issued a similar statement
over the week, while Bloomberg reported
the U.S. and its allies “are discussing poten
tial responses” should Russian President

Vladimir Putin take further military action
in Ukraine.
Planning is in an “early stage” and
doesn’t rule out sanctioning Russia’s ener
gy sector, Bloomberg reported, citing anon
ymous U.S. government officials.
Before dispatching his defense secre
tary, British Prime Minister Boris Johnson
told journalists on November 15 that
Europe should decide between its depen
dency on Russian energy or backing
Ukraine amid Moscow’s military aggres
sion.
“We hope that our friends may recog
nize that a choice is shortly coming –
between mainlining ever more Russian
hydrocarbons in giant new pipelines and
sticking up for Ukraine and championing
the cause of peace and stability,” the British
prime minister said.
Meanwhile, non-NATO member Sweden
is considering sending a military training
contingent to Ukraine.
Swedish Defense Minister Peter
Hultqvist on November 16 said, “our soli
darity with Ukraine must be very clear, all
the time,” according to multiple Swedish
news reports.
Regarding Russia’s aggression beyond
Ukraine, former U.S. general Ben Hodges
wrote an analysis in Politico stating that
the EU, U.S. and Britain must “work togeth
er to deter Moscow.”
“Russia’s fierce campaign to undermine
the Ukrainian government has combined
traditional military aggression with hybrid
warfare: cyberattacks on government sites,
political disinformation and strong-arm
tactics in trade and energy markets,” said
Mr. Hodges, who is the Pershing Chair in
strategic studies at the Center for
European Policy Analysis.

fled after the Euro-Maidan revolution, after
which time Russia seized Ukraine’s
Crimean Peninsula and invaded two east
ernmost oblasts leading to an ongoing war
that has killed 14,000 people.
What started with mostly universityaged protesters gathering to voice their dis
pleasure with Mr. Yanuvocych’s decision
not to sign an association agreement
swelled after police cracked down on the
group on the night of November 30, 2013.
Riot police officers armed with truncheons,
stun grenades and tear gas violently dis
persed the small crowd of mostly students.
After that, pockets of riots ensued the
following day. A tent camp was erected in
the capital’s main square. Eventually, pro
testers occupied several buildings, includ
ing the Trade Unions Building and city hall.
Clashes and violence gradually escalat
ed between the police, government-hired
goons and protesters amid attempts by
U.S., European and Russian embassies to
broker a compromise.
On February 21, 2014, Mr. Yanukovych

signed an agreement with opposition lead
ers promising constitutional changes and
early presidential elections to be held by
December.
Still, many protesters remained in
downtown Kyiv. They subsequently seized
more government buildings in the capital.
On the same day the compromise agree
ment was signed, the Verkhovna Rada
introduced an impeachment bill. Mean
while, the president had already moved
many of his belongings from his palatial
compound on the outskirts of Kyiv and
departed for Kharkiv.
He would also visit Donetsk, his home
base, before heading for Crimea. Once
there, he fled to Russia, never to be seen
again in Ukraine.
In January 2019, Mr. Yanukovych was
found guilty in absentia of high treason
and abetting Russia in waging a war
against Ukraine. He was given a 13-year
prison sentence.
The ex-president dismissed the trial as a
sham.
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Press service of the 81st Airmobile Brigade of Ukraine

Ukrainian paratroopers ran a marathon in the town of New York, located in the Donetsk region
of eastern Ukraine, to raise awareness around the world of Russia’s continued aggression
against Ukraine.

Olexandr Chekmenyov

War correspondent Andrii Tsaplienko runs the Marathon in New York No
One Wants to Run.

Thousands register to run virtual New York marathon to raise awareness of Russia’s ongoing aggression in Ukraine
by Roman Tymotsko
KYIV – More than 33,000 people have registered to run
a marathon centered around New York that, according to
the event’s organizers, no one wants to run.
Perhaps that’s because the marathon is connected to the
village of New York, which is located just one kilometer
from the war zone in the Donetsk region of eastern
Ukraine.
Organizers of the event are using the marathon to help
raise awareness and support for Ukraine in its struggle
against Russian aggression.
While organizers of the marathon have used the
Ukrainian village of New York as part of their promotional
campaign for the event, as of November 7 any individual
could register and run a symbolic distance anywhere in the
world to support Ukraine. The project has already gathered
more participants than the New York City Marathon. In
fact, the event exceeded organizers’ expectations and they
needed to close the registration, though they can still take
part in the event by visiting the web site for the marathon.
“The world’s attention on the Russian-Ukrainian war is
fading with each passing day. To get it back, we are launch
ing another race, the Marathon No One Wants to Run in the
Ukrainian village of New York,” said Yaroslava Gres of
Gres&Todorchuk PR agency, which is a co-organizer of the
event.
It has been seven years since Russia forcibly annexed
the Crimean Peninsula and launched a war that continues
to this day in eastern Ukraine. It has de facto occupied two
Ukrainian regions, a territory of over 6,000 square miles,
forcing over 1.5 million people to flee their homes and 3
million to seek daily humanitarian assistance. Those facts
about the war are written on bib numbers that participants
wear while they run.
“I ran the distance in Paris. The fact on my sticker is that
1.5 million people have lost their homes and become dis
placed. The first runners overcame the distances in
Istanbul, Berlin, Vienna, Dubai, Ankara and New York. Let’s
make us visible. Let’s remind everyone about our war,
about the endless marathon which Ukrainians have been
overcoming for eight years,” Ms. Gres wrote on her
Facebook page.
“For the Ukrainian people, this is an everyday run to sur
vive with no finish line in sight. Without any support, it’s a

German agency...
(Continued from page 1)
receives a third of its gas from Russia, is battling surging
energy prices as the continent heads into the winter season.
The Baltic Sea pipeline is set to double Russian gas
supplies to Germany, which the EU’s biggest economy
says is needed to help it transition away from coal and
nuclear energy.
But critics say Nord Stream 2 will increase the EU’s ener
gy reliance on Russia, while enabling Moscow to reroute gas
exports to Europe around Ukraine, depriving the cashstrapped country of billions of dollars a year in transit fees.
Natural-gas prices surge

European natural-gas prices continued to soar on
November 17 after Germany delayed the approval process

grueling task,” the marathon’s organizers said on the web
site for the event.
Which is why Ukrainians decided to launch their own
marathon in New York, in a small Ukrainian village located
in the Donetsk region, less than a mile from the front line.
The town, which today has a population of 12,000, was
previously named Novgorodske by the Soviet authorities
following World War II. For years, town officials cam
paigned to change the name, and on July 1 the Verkhovna
Rada of Ukraine decided to settle the matter and officially
name the village New York.
The settlement arose in the 18th century, and at the end
of the 19th century the Mennonite Germans created a larg
er colony there. The tsarist authorities invited Protestant

Courtesy of the Ukrainian Running Club of New York

Andriy Konderevych ran the New York City Marathon
on November 7 and as he did so he simultaneously took
part in the Marathon No One Wants to Run.

for Russia’s controversial Nord Stream 2 pipeline.
Germany on November 16 announced it was suspend
ing the approval process because the Swiss-based consor
tium behind the Russian pipeline needed to form a German
subsidiary in order to secure an operating license.
That dimmed hopes the pipeline would be operational
in the coming months and ease a European energy crunch
caused by a host of factors, including lower-than-expected
production from wind and surging demand as economies
reopen.
Russia has also been accused of withholding additional
supplies of natural gas to Europe through existing pipe
lines transiting Ukraine in order to pressure the EU to fast
track the Nord Stream 2 approval process.
The United States, Ukraine and several members of the
European Union oppose the Nord Stream 2 pipeline on the
grounds that it endangers European energy security. The
pipeline would also deprive Ukraine of crucial transit fees.

Christians to farm Ukrainian lands and other parts of the
Russian Empire. The Mennonites named one of their colo
nies New York. Later, machine-building and foundry plants
and a school appeared in the town.
For the marathon’s first five runners, this war is by now
an inseparable part of daily life. А soldier, a volunteer, an
army medic, a war correspondent, and an internally dis
placed person (IDP) urge the world to join them on their
run.
To support Ukraine, the organizers called upon all those
interested in registering for The Marathon in New York No
One Wants to Run by visiting the event’s web site at www.
marathonnoonewantstorun.org/en.
Organizers urged individuals to run it anywhere, any
time and spread the word about the situation in Russianoccupied territories. Every person who registered received
a marathon “starter pack” that included a collection of facts
about the war. In addition, a marathon medal with an inlaid
piece of bullet shell from eastern Ukraine was given to each
participant as a token of appreciation for helping
Ukrainians reach the finish line and feel that they are not
running their marathon alone.
Among the first five participants was journalist and spe
cial correspondent Andriy Tsaplienko, who has covered
events on the Russian-Ukrainian war front for the past
seven years. In March 2014, when Russia first occupied
Crimea, his film crew in Sevastopol was detained by armed
men. They Mr. Tsaplienko from his car, took his equipment,
put him on the asphalt and started firing guns in an
attempt to psychologically pressure the man. Not long after,
the correspondent and his colleagues were released, but it
was then that Mr. Tsaplienko realized a turning point had
been crossed.
“When the war lasts for seven years, news about it
becomes a given. Every day we have the dead; every day,
we have the wounded. It’s scary that everyone is used to it.
Let us get tired of running this marathon, but we can’t stop.
If Ukraine falls, the whole civilized world will fall. We have
no choice but to keep this front up for everyone,” Mr.
Tsaplienko said.
Paratroopers of Ukraine’s 81st Airmobile Brigade also
took part in the marathon.
“In order to draw public attention to the war in eastern
(Continued on page 11)

An unidentified German source told Reuters that the
pipeline might not be commissioned until March, when
natural-gas demand already begins to ease with the onset
of spring.
Prices for the benchmark European natural-gas contract
jumped nearly 8 percent on November 17. The contract
has risen nearly 60 percent in November, though it is still
below the peak set in October.
Rising natural-gas prices are spurring inflation in
Europe and sparking fears of power outages. (With report
ing by Reuters and RBC)
Copyright 2021, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted with the permission of Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut
Ave. NW, Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see https://
www.rferl.org/a/germany-suspends-nord-stream-certification/31564079.html and https://www.rferl.org/a/russianatural-gas-prices-soar/31566335.html).
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Vladimir Putin’s red lines

In a wide-ranging speech on November 18, Russian President Vladimir Putin hit
on topics both ironic and alarming. Ironically, the Russian president said Moscow
needed guarantees of security from the west, despite clear evidence that Mr. Putin
has been the aggressor in Ukraine and eastern Europe more broadly. Alarmingly, Mr.
Putin also said the west was not taking seriously his earlier warning that they
should not cross his self-imposed “red lines.”
In September, Mr. Putin said that any expansion of the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO) to include Ukraine would be a “red line” and would come with
consequences.
During his speech on November 18, Mr. Putin said Western strategic bombers
were carrying “very serious weapons” and were flying within a dozen miles of
Russia’s borders. “We’re constantly voicing our concerns about this, talking about
red lines,” Mr. Putin said. “But we understand our partners – how shall I put it mild
ly? – have a very superficial attitude to all our warnings and talk of red lines,” he said
according to a report by Reuters.
The warnings come as Russia continues to accumulate and move military person
nel and hardware near Ukraine’s borders. Ukrainian Foreign Affairs Minister Dmytro
Kuleba said Kyiv is seeing “a deteriorating situation where Russia is demonstrating
that it can quickly activate the already amassed troops and equipment and that
every option including a military one is on the table.”
Meanwhile, NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg said on November 15 that
“we see an unusual concentration of troops [in Russia near the Ukrainian border],
and we know that Russia has been willing to use these types of military capabilities
before to conduct aggressive actions against Ukraine.”
In a statement issued after their meeting in Kyiv, Ukrainian Defense Minister
Oleksiy Reznikov and British Secretary of Defense Ben Wallace said they are con
cerned about Russia’s intentions in the region.
“Our governments do not want to be hostile or seek in any way to strategically
surround or undermine the Russian Federation. We are concerned about the build
up of troops and Russian activity near the borders of Ukraine,” Messrs. Wallace and
Reznkikov said in their joint statement.
And so, the circuitous logic just keeps rolling on along. Mr. Putin will continue
using Ukraine’s desire to join NATO as a reason to underscore his red lines dogma
and threats, arguing that any expansion of NATO is a direct danger to Russia’s securi
ty, all while Ukraine pursues NATO membership precisely because it wants to pro
tect itself from Mr. Putin’s red line dogma and threats.
But Mr. Putin should be reminded of one simple fact. Neither Ukraine nor any
member of NATO has invaded or annexed any part of the Russian Federation, and,
despite his ongoing effort to deny the truth, the Russian Federation invaded and
annexed the Crimean Peninsula and it violated Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial
integrity. The reason Mr. Putin so fears NATO and has drawn a red line around
Ukraine is precisely because the alliance’s policy which states that an attack against
one member is an attack against all of its members. If Mr. Putin has no intention of
violating the sovereignty and territorial integrity of any country, then he should have
no fear of any NATO member and no need of his beloved red lines.

Nov.

Turning the pages back...

24

Seventy-four years ago, on November 24, 1947, a commen
tary by G.H. on the Thanksgiving holiday and its observances
among Ukrainian Americans offered some food for thought.
Noting the holiday’s Pilgrim foundations dating to more than
300 years ago, typical celebrations included “a turkey dinner
with all the trimmings (for those who can afford it), then a foot
ball game in the afternoon – and you have a typical observance of Thanksgiving Day.”
“No doubt some day a Ukrainian sociologist will trace the steps of Americanization of
Ukrainians in this new world by research into the menu of a Ukrainian family on
Thanksgiving Day,” G.H. continued. “First there was the usual diet, and the holiday was
marked by the men being idle from work and passing the day in playing cards. Then we
advanced to the roast-chicken stage, and called the holiday ‘Chicken Day.’ Finally came the
days when a genuine turkey appeared on the table, until the era of rationing caused a set
back. … Contrast the days of plenty with those which offered corned beef hash, topped
with GI coffee. Give the mind free reign and it takes you back to school days with recita
tions and compositions concerning this first national holiday. And then the same question
that made us suffer over a composition bobs up again: What have I to be thankful for?”
“The people in general take too many things for granted, and it would be asking too
much of an average American what his sentiments are on Thanksgiving Day,” G.H. wrote.
“But let us approach a recent Ukrainian immigrant who was classified as a ‘DP’ not so long
ago. Let us ask him the seasonal question: What have you to be thankful for? And this is
the answer of one of them:
“‘I am glad to be alive. This world is beautiful in spite of man’s efforts to destroy it, and
it feels good to live after seeing and hearing of so many people who perished in concentra
tion camps, in slave labor camps, and from plain starvation. I am thankful for inheriting a
healthy body and mind from by parents, which enabled me to survive the hardships in the
past and make me capable of earning a living now.
“‘I am thankful for being in a free country, where millions like me would like to be but
cannot. I am free to move from city to city, from one job to another, without being molested
by police or government. Best of all, I can rest through the night without the fear of being
snatched away into parts unknown, and I am treated as a human being during the day.
“‘I am thankful because I see that our people are not taking it lying down. Think of the

1947
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Duranty’s deceit must be addressed
and his Pulitzer Prize revoked
by Marusia Kvit-Flynn
As early as 1928, Joseph Stalin estab
lished an economic five-year plan to turn
the Soviet Union into an industrial power
house, but at what cost? He would turn his
agricultural state into a controlled collec
tivized farm system. A prime target for col
lectivization would be Ukraine, the bread
basket of Europe, ‘Stalin’s gold.’ Ukraine’s
famous rich black soil, the chornozem, pro
duced 25 percent of all agricultural output
in the Soviet Union at that time. To achieve
Stalin’s goal, the Ukrainian farmers would
be required to give up their farms to the
state. Many of these farms had been family
owned and operated since the emancipa
tion of the serfs in 1861 by Tsar Nikolaus II.
The wealthier farmers were referred to as
kulaks. For obvious reasons most kulaks
initially resisted the new economic plan.
As resistance from the kulaks grew
stronger, Stalin put a new plan in place spe
cifically designed to bend their will. How
would he do it? His secret weapon – food!
He planned to starve the very people that
worked the land, the guardians of the chor
nozem. To implement his plan, Stalin put
his henchmen Lazar Kaganovich and
Vyacheslav Molotov in charge. Large grain
quotas were put in place. By January 1932,
the Soviet Union collected almost a million
tons of grain, 40 percent of which came
from Ukraine. In the months of October
and November combined, only 39.4 per
cent of the quota was reached. Stalin’s
reaction was to increase the grain procure
ment quota once again. All excess seed was
therefore forcibly confiscated from the
farmers who were not allowed to keep any
grain for themselves until the government
quota was met. Since the farmers could not
feed their families, many ended up often
leaving their villages out of desperation. In
response, all borders were quickly shut
down by the NKVD, forcing the farmers to
face an unfathomable fate, suffering from
hunger, a most painful and excruciating
death. In some cases, reports of insanity
and cannibalism followed. This was Stalin’s
way of breaking resistance to collectiviza
tion.
Stalin’s grand plan ultimately failed. His
all-out collectivization policy to help
finance industrialization had a disastrous
effect on agricultural productivity, while
costing the lives of millions from starvation,
a tragic outcome that came to be known as
Holodomor. During the Holodomor, death
by starvation exceeded 28,000 people per
day. It is said that Stalin confided in
Winston Churchill while in Yalta that as
many as 10 million people may have died
in the course of collectivization. Walter
Duranty, a British-American journalist, also
confessed to William Strang, the British dip
lomat at the British Embassy in Moscow,
that it was quite possible that 10 million
people may have died from during the
Holodomor.
Duranty, who served as Moscow bureau
chief for The New York Times during this
time, was granted an exclusive interview
with Stalin. He repeatedly denied the mass
starvation in his reports for The Times,
praising Stalin as a great leader. Duranty
was given a luxurious flat where he held
decadent parties and invited the likes of
Aleister Crowley.
In June 1931, while travelling on vaca
tion, Duranty stopped at the U.S. State
Department Embassy in Berlin. He met

Courtesy of Ray Gamache

A photo Gareth Jones as seen in the book
“Eyewitness to the Holodomor” by Ray
Gamache.
with A.W. Kliefoth, a member of the embas
sy. He reported on the situation in Soviet
Russia as being “quiet” even though the
communist opposition was still there. Most
importantly, he stated that, in agreement
with The New York Times and the Soviet
authorities, his official dispatches always
reflect the official opinion of the Soviet
regime and not his own. The conversation
was recorded and related to the charge
d’affaires and subsequently forwarded to
the U.S. secretary of state. It is known as
the “Kliefoth memorandum.” With his
statement, Duranty clearly admitted that
the content of his reporting often omitted
the truth.
In 1930, Gareth Jones, a talented multilingual Welsh journalist, was appointed
foreign affairs adviser to David Lloyd
George, the British prime minister. In
March 1933, Jones travelled to the Soviet
Union having heard of the famine from a
report by Malcolm Muggeridge, a British
journalist from the Manchester Guardian.
Muggeridge reported on Ukraine’s famine
as “one of the most monstrous crimes in
history.” He also said that Duranty was the
biggest liar of any journalist he had ever
met. Jones decided to find out for himself.
On March 7, Jones broke away from his
Russian escort and slipped into the heart of
the countryside of starving Ukraine. He
spent three weeks walking through horrific
conditions witnessing the plight of starving
people.
On his return to Berlin on March 29,
Jones wrote his report and dispatched it to
multiple newspapers, including the
Manchester Guardian and The New York
Evening Post. On March 31 Duranty
responded with an article in The New York
Times’s titled “Russian and Foreign
Observers in Country See No Ground for
Predications of Disaster,” supporting the
Kremlin’s denial of the existence of a fam
ine.
On April 13, Jones published a detailed
analysis of the famine in the Financial
Times, linking the primary cause to forced
collectivization of private farms. On May
13, The New York Times published a
strong rebuttal of Duranty’s position. Jones
noted that Duranty relied heavily on the
input of Russian representatives and
argued that they should not be trusted or
(Continued on page 7)
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Duranty’s...
(Continued from page 6)
quoted. In contrast, Jones said that his
sources represented many nations and
they supported his views. It was not long
after that Jones was permanently banned
from the Soviet Union. On September 11,
1932, Duranty received a Pulitzer Prize for
a series of reports about the Soviet Union,
13 of which were published in June 1931.
In August 1935, Jones travelled to inner
Mongolia where he was kidnapped and
murdered, likely by the NKVD. Prime
Minister Lloyd George said, “Mr. Jones
knew too much of what was going on.”
On December 13, 1985, the U.S.
Commission on the Ukraine Famine led by
American historian James E. Mace was
established. Its mission was to conduct a
study of the 1932-1933 Ukrainian famine
in order to expand the world’s knowledge
about the tragedy. The report’s findings
were delivered to Congress on April 22,
1988.
In response to a new biography on
Duranty published in 1990, “Stalin’s
Apologist” by Sally Taylor, The New York
Times assigned Karl Meyer to write about
Duranty’s work. He said it was “some of the
worst reporting to appear in this newspa
per.”
In 2003, the Ukrainian Congress
Committee of America and Ukrainian
Canadian Civil Liberties Association began
a new campaign to revoke Duranty’s
Pulitzer Prize. The New York Times hired
Prof. Mark von Hagen, an expert in early20th century Russian history at Columbia
University, to review the series of stories
for which Duranty won his prize. He found
the work to be unbalanced and often gave
voice to Stalinist propaganda. He conclud
ed that, “For the sake of The New York
Times, they should take away the prize.”
Bill Keller, the executive editor of The New
York Times, was quoted as saying that
Duranty’s work was “pretty dreadful. … It
was a parroting of propaganda.”
On November 21, 2003, the Pulitzer
Prize Board decided that they would not
revoke Duranty’s award, saying that “there
was no clear and convincing evidence of
deliberate deception.” However, as Kyle

Myroslav Marynovych...
(Continued from page 3)
Zinoviy Krasiivsky, Dr. Simeon Gluzman
and Evhen Sverstiuk, as well as prisoners
of conscience from Armenia, Georgia,
Russia and the Baltic States.
“These were my teachers from whom I
learned so much,” Mr. Marynovych told his
audience during one stop on his book tour.
“Although there were many hardships in
the camps, and although the camp admin
istration was governed by a truly evil sys
tem, it was a privilege to share this time
with so many of the most courageous peo
ple fighting for the truth, for Ukrainian
national identity and human rights.”
During his speech at St. Basil the Great
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Charlotte,
N.C., on October 24, Mr. Marynovych cited a
passage from the Gospel of Matthew (25).
“I was in prison and you visited me,” Mr.
Marynovych said.
He told his audience that he truly felt
humbled by the presence of God, even dur
ing some of the bleakest times of his
imprisonment. “God was the first to visit us
when we were punished by our camp
authorities,” Mr. Marynovych said.
In addition to his academic presenta
tions, Mr. Marynovych also met with
Ukrainian Catholic communities in

by Andrew

Fedynsky

Holodomor, never forget
Courtesy of Granger

Walter Duranty
Smith of the National Review so appropri
ately put it, “[Duranty] was the granddaddy
of fake news.”
In 2018, another attempt was made to
revoke Duranty Pulitzer Prize by the U.S.
Committee for Ukrainian HolodomorGenocide Awareness. A letter was written
and signed by 36 distinguished Ukrainian
American spiritual, political and academic
leaders. It was sent to Dana Canedy, the
administrator of the Pulitzer Prizes, reque
sting a meeting to discuss the Kliefoth
Memorandum. The Pulitzer Prize Board
said the prior decision from 2003 would
stand.
The U.S. Committee for HolodomorGenocide Awareness has once again
launched a campaign to rescind Duranty’s
Pulitzer Prize. A petition has been created
and is being circulated and will be forward
ed to the Pulitzer Prize Board. Ukrainians
and Ukrainian organizations are encour
aged to help support this important cause
by signing and distributing the petition
using social media platforms. Readers can
sign the online petition at the following
web address: http://chng.it/SGMXXnXb.
Let us hope the Pulitzer Prize
Committee will take the honorable step of
revoking Duranty’s Pulitzer Prize.

Marusia Kvit-Flynn is a member of the
U.S. Committee for Holodomor-Genocide
Awareness.

Chicago, Detroit, Cleveland, Rochester, New
York City, Stamford, Conn., Philadelphia
and Washington, DC.
In Washington, he met with Congres
sional staffers from the Helsinki Commis
sion, and the Committee on Foreign
Relations, as well as Ukraine experts at the
U.S. State Department, the Victims of
Communism Memorial Foundation, the
Ethics and Policy Center and the National
Endowment for Democracy.
Mr. Marynovych also met privately with
Ukrainian Ambassador to the United States
Oksana Markarova and delivered a speech
at the Embassy of Ukraine on October 15.
As part of the conference called “Ukraine’s
Quest for Mature Nationhood,” organized
by Walter Zaryckyj, he also delivered a lec
ture at Washington’s University Club on the
dogma of the “Russian World” (Russky
Mir) by which Vladimir Putin strives to
deceive the world community about the
nature of his war of aggression against
Ukraine.
Copies of Mr. Marynovych’s book sold
out at several of the events where he
spoke. However, additional copies may be
ordered from the Ukrainian Catholic
University Foundation, 2247 West Chicago
Avenue, Chicago, IL, 60622. Due to high
demand, delivery may take from two to
four weeks. For further details, please con
tact Matthew Matuszak at 773-235-8462.

Every November we commemorate the
Holodomor, pausing to reflect on one of his
tory’s most horrific crimes. From my earli
est days, the Kremlin-instigated famine in
Ukraine was part of my consciousness. I
was seven years old in 1955, one of 30 or
so first graders in Cleveland’s Saturday
Ridna Shkola Heritage School, nearly all of
us all born in Austria or Germany to refu
gee parents. Struggling to master the
Cyrillic alphabet, my classmates and I lis
tened as our teacher Pani Stavnycha told
hair-raising accounts of mass starvation
and, yes, even cannibalism in Ukraine in
1932-1933. The famine was a little more
than 20 years removed back then. World
War II was an even more recent memory
for our parents and, once removed, for
immigrant kids like us.
What Pani Stavnycha recounted should
have been traumatic for a seven-year-old,
but in my Ukrainian community cocoon it
seemed almost normal. I knew that my
father, then 40 (though he seemed so old),
had been in prison as a teenager, appre
hended I later learned by Polish authorities
in the early 1930s for transporting illegal
pro-independence newspapers printed in
the Baltics and smuggled into Halychyna
(Galicia). An on-going family joke was how
our tato had asked mama to prepare the
delicious soup he had in jail. She replied
that he was constantly hungry and she
could never prepare a similar batch unless
she put him on short rations, something
she would not do. Ha, ha. Refugee humor
based on real-life-experienced hunger.
In the 1950s we were just off the boat,
our language and identity Ukrainian before
we became American; our perspective
focused on the injustices done to “our peo
ple” and support for liberation and indepen
dence of the homeland I had never seen.
It all shaped my worldview and life
direction, something I shared with other
diaspora Ukrainians, whether in Poland,
Germany, the United Kingdom, Australia,
Argentina, Brazil and, of course, Canada.
And, most crucially, in Ukraine itself holi
days were clandestinely observed and fam
ily memory carefully preserved, even as
most people fearing reprisals engaged in
self-censorship. Mention of the famine was
utterly forbidden. Each day its memory was
repressed brought another 24 hours of for
getfulness, inexorably moving the nation
toward the unstated goal of collective
amnesia.
And so it fell to the diaspora to retain a
semblance of recollection. Hence the work
of Saturday school teachers like Pani
Stavnycha, clergy and a handful of scholars
who published almost exclusively in
Ukrainian newspapers and periodicals.
Annual commemorations were for the
Ukrainian community. Broader awareness
of the famine hardly existed.
In 1982, 50 years had passed since the
onset of the famine. There had to be some
observance. By then I had merged my
Ukrainian identity with my American and
landed a job as legislative assistant to
Cleveland Congresswoman Mary Rose
Oakar. With a sizable Ukrainian constituen
cy, she like many other representatives and
Andrew Fedynsky’s e-mail address is
afedynsky@gmail.com.

senators supported our initiatives and our
cause. Given her district, commemorating
the famine was politically a no-brainer.
Those old enough will remember how
the post-World War II immigration brought
Old World politics to the New World. That’s
why there’s Plast and CYM, etc. And sure
enough, two competing draft House resolu
tions crossed my desk in the Cannon House
Office Building: one was OUN Banderite; the
other OUN Melnykite. Both said essentially
the same thing with different degrees of
harshness. And both were just words on
paper, published one day in the Congres
sional Record and forgotten tomorrow.
That’s when Ihor Olshaniwsky, belong
ing to neither of the OUN parties, came to
Capitol Hill with an inspired idea. I knew
Ihor, his wife Bozhena and their friends in
New Jersey from their activism with
“Americans for Human Rights in Ukraine.”
Working at Smoloskyp, I frequently met
Ihor at various gatherings and had enor
mous respect for him and his colleagues.
Forget the resolutions, Ihor said. Let’s cre
ate a Congressional Commission to profes
sionally research the famine (the word
Holodomor had not yet been coined) and
put dollars behind it. Having worked on
congressional development projects for my
hometown Cleveland, which had at the
time recently defaulted on its bonds and
could not borrow to fill a single pothole, I
knew that real politics involved money.
Ihor was spot on.
He asked his New Jersey Congressman,
Jim Florio, to introduce a bill to create a
commission with funding to hire staff, hold
hearings, publish documents. And guess
what? Hollow resolutions having routinely
been ignored, there emerged an organized
opposition to a famine commission. There
were those from the extreme left who
denied it had even happened and, if it did,
claimed there was no political motive on
the part of the Kremlin. They accused the
Ukrainian American community of exag
gerating, indeed fabricating. Mother
Nature, not Stalin, was to blame. Others
conceded that there probably was a Stalinorganized famine, but questioned whether
Congress should get involved – let aca
demia do the research. Even a State
Department official in the Ronald Reagan
administration argued against the commis
sion at a congressional hearing, implying it
would complicate U.S.-Soviet relations.
Well, if there was opposition, there was
also support. Ihor Olshaniwsky mobilized
communities and, backed by their advoca
cy, lobbied personally. I met with him for
breakfast almost weekly in the House cafe
teria to discuss strategy after he had come
from New Jersey on an Amtrak train. Orest
Deychakiwsky with the Helsinki Commis
sion also gave advice. The Ukrainian
National Association, the Ukrainian
Congress Committee of America, and local
communities from Philadelphia to Chicago
to Florida engaged in a campaign to inform
their congressional representatives and
request support. My boss, Rep. Oakar, and
newly-elected Congresswoman Marcy
Kaptur, with family roots in Ukraine who
had heard about the Holodomor from rela
tives, as well as dozens of other lawmakers,
(Continued on page 11)
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St. John the Baptist Church celebrates centennial anniversary
by Matthew Dubas
WHIPPANY, N.J. – St. John Ukrainian Catholic Church cel
ebrated the centennial of its founding with a hierarchical
divine liturgy on October 31, celebrated by Metropolitan
Archbishop Borys Gudziak of the Ukrainian Catholic
Archeparchy of Philadelphia. The celebrations included a
centennial banquet and the unveiling of a street sign that
honors Ukraine’s national poet, Taras Shevchenko, mark
ing the intersection of North Jefferson Road (Taras
Shevchenko Avenue) and the entrance to the Ukrainian
American Cultural Center of New Jersey (Taras Shevchenko
Boulevard).
Concelebrating the hierarchical divine liturgy were the
Rev. Stepan Bilyk, pastor of St. John Church, the Rev. Roman
Mirchuk (former pastor of St. John Church, who is now
missioned to the Eparchy of Odesa), and invited clergy
members representing the Ukrainian Catholic Metropolia
(the Revs. Ivan Bilyk and Taras Svirchuk).
“Today we remember all those who have contributed to
the life and development of this parish. We thank God and
everybody for this century of faith and grace,” said
Archbishop Borys.
The liturgy was followed by a special blessing of a
plaque that was installed in the vestibule of the church,
honoring the memory of parish donors from 1921 to 2013
to the St. John the Baptist Church Building Campaign in
recognition of their generous donations. The project was
led by parishioner Orest Kucyna.
Founded in 1921, St. John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic
Church in Whippany, N.J., moved from its former location
on the southeast corner of Route 10 East and South
Jefferson Road, and used the small hall in the UACCNJ as a
chapel from 2006 until the new church was consecrated in
September 2013.
The parish was founded on its Catholic faith, Fr. Bilyk
explained to The Ukrainian Weekly, and the parish has
experienced growth for the next generation to continue to
worship God and maintain its Ukrainian cultural traditions.
From the post-World War I wave of Ukrainian immigra
tion to the post-World War II wave, the parish has contin
ued to grow and build until the 1990s, when a new wave of
Ukrainian immigration began to arrive following the col
lapse of the Soviet Union. The needs of the parish have
changed from each wave, and the current needs include
religious education for both adults and youth, as well as the
cultivation of youth organizations.
“Preparing for the anniversary and the work of the
parishioners, we have learned who we are in the 21st
Century, and it gives us time to pause and reflect on how
far we have come,” said Fr. Bilyk. “I have gratitude to God
that this parish community, founded in 1921 and celebrat
ing 100 years in 2021, marks a recommitment to the con
tinuation of that dream for a place for Ukrainian families to

Ukrarcheparchy.us

Participants of the centennial celebrations for St. John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Church in Whippany, N.J.,
gathered on the steps of the church on October 31.
maintain their Ukrainian identity.”
“It is important to recognize the parish’s faith was put
into action to come together to celebrate the 100th anni
versary of St. John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Church.
We temper our caution with the COVID-19 restrictions, and
are able to use these difficult circumstances as an example
of strength. I want to extend special thanks to Metropolitan
Archbishop Borys, who flew from Slovakia while on special
assignment, and he took the time to celebrate this mile
stone with the parish. His presence added to the excite
ment of the occasion,” Fr. Bilyk said.
More than 285 families are members of the parish, Fr.
Bilyk explained, and the UACCNJ served to unite all parts of
the Ukrainian community, as well as serve the needs of
non-Ukrainians as a place to educate and socialize. The
centennial celebrations, he added, were organized by a
12-member parish committee under the guidance of Fr.
Bilyk.
Myron Bytz, who spearheaded the campaign to install a
street sign honoring Taras Shevchenko, spoke about how it
all came together.
“The idea to name the street in honor of Shevchenko
was the easy part, as Shevchenko is not a controversial fig
ure in the United States. It was decided to go with the
names selected [Taras Shevchenko Avenue and Taras

Matthew Dubas

The building campaign plaque honoring donors from
1921 to 2013, located in the vestibule of St. John the
Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Church and blessed by
Metropolitan Archbishop Borys Gudziak during the
centennial celebrations.

Myron Bytz

The street name sign honoring Taras Shevchenko that
was installed at the entrance of the Ukrainian American
Cultural Center of New Jersey in Whippany, N.J.

Shevchenko Boulevard] so as not to confuse [individuals]
with Taras Shevchenko Place in New York City, near St.
George Ukrainian Catholic Church,” Mr. Bytz said.
In a friendly rivalry jab aimed at New York, Mr. Bytz said
a boulevard is a main thoroughfare, and Whippany’s instal
lation surpasses New York’s street honoring Shevchenko.
Mr. Bytz explained the five-year-long process, saying
that it took some time to convince local government offi
cials to approve the move to name the streets in honor of
Shevchenko. However, once the officials were made aware
of Shevchenko’s pen-pal relationship with African
American actor Ira Aldridge, Mr. Bytz noted, the approval
came swiftly.
Among the difficulties were determining if North
Jefferson Road was a county or town road. Prior to it being
determined to be a town road, all of the Morris County offi
cials were ready to approve the proposal. Because it was a
town road, Hanover Township paid for the sign installation.
Mr. Bytz also explained how the proposal was a continu
ation of the legacy of incorporating Ukrainian identity in
the roads surrounding St. John the Baptist Ukrainian
Catholic Church in Whippany. Across South Jefferson Road,
adjacent to the former church property, is Ukraine Road,
named in honor of the Ukrainian Americans who decided
to build a church to serve the needs of Ukrainian Catholics
in Morris County.
“This is another big step for our Ukrainian community
to be recognized in the American world,” Mr. Bytz told The
Weekly. “Shevchenko embodies many qualities of
Americans, namely peace, liberty and freedom.”
Mr. Bytz described some last-minute difficulties during
the sign unveiling, where the wind had tangled the balloon
strings with the sign cover strings. A young Ukrainian man
who decided to put forth the effort to free the sign cover,
after a number of attempts, was convinced to jump one
more time, and finally success was achieved – in more
ways than one. The project’s completion was a notable
achievement, that an intersection was named to honor
Shevchenko, not with just one road sign, but two.
“This was on my bucket list and I am ecstatic about the
achievement,” Mr. Bytz said.
Dr. Roksolana Leschuk, who is director of the UACCNJ
and a parish board trustee of St. John the Baptist Ukrainian
Catholic Church, was co-emcee with Jerry Kuzemczak for
the banquet portion of the celebration.
Approximately 250 people attended the banquet, which
included Metropolitan Archbishop Borys and invited mem
bers of the clergy. Mr. Kuzemczak and Ms. Leschuk
explained the history of St. John the Baptist Ukrainian
Catholic Church, its founding fathers and its early begin
nings with a $610 donation for the building of the original
church property.
The banquet included a cultural program featuring per
(Continued on page 10)
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ments, she quoted Mr. Saakashvili as saying
that he was being denied medical assis
tance. “The last time Ms. Denisova met [with
Mr. Saakashvili], she made a one-sided
statement. She did not even ask us if the
information was true,” Mr. Bregadze said.
After learning of the denial of her visit on
November 16, Ms. Denisova said she will
now try to meet with the administration
and physicians of the penitentiary hospital
to get concrete information on Mr.
Saakashvili’s health. “At this point, we have
controversial information regarding Mr.
Saakashvili’s health and the possible ways

to assist him in case his health state dramat
ically worsens,” Ms. Denisova told journal
ists, adding that Mr. Bregadze had not
responded to her request to meet with him
personally. Ms. Denisova arrived in Tbilisi a
day earlier saying that Mr. Saakashvili told
her personally that his state of health had
worsened. Georgian authorities had already
denied several European politicians to visit
Mr. Saakashvili. On November 15, Georgia’s
Special Penitentiary Service (SPS) also
barred Mr. Saakashvili from attending his
own trial on embezzlement charges, saying
it would create a security risk and worsen
the former president’s health as he is in the
seventh week of a hunger strike. Last week,
Mr. Saakashvili was similarly not allowed to
be present at a hearing in a different court

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 2021
case against him, this one over his role in
the violent dispersal of opposition protest
ers in November 2007. Mr. Saakashvili was
arrested on October 1 for allegedly illegally
entering Georgia when he returned after an
eight-year absence. Mr. Saakashvili, who
was president from 2004 to 2013, left the
country shortly after the presidential elec
tion of 2013 and was convicted in absentia
in 2018 for abuse of power and seeking to
cover up evidence about the beating of an
opposition member of parliament. Mr.
Saakashvili has said all of the charges
against him are politically motivated. His
supporters have been protesting his arrest
since early October. They have been
demanding the politician’s transfer to a
civilian medical clinic as his health fails due
to the hunger strike. The government has
refused to transfer Mr. Saakashvili, instead
placing him in a prison hospital. (RFE/RL’s
Georgian Service)

Ukraine offers vaccine cash incentive
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Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelens
kyy announced that people will be offered

Turning...
(Continued from page 6)
millions that have been starved to death or
sent to slave labor camps, or killed outright
– all without striking back at the tyrant. But
we have the UPA [Ukrainian Insurgent
Army], which dares to challenge the invad
er, and is telling the world that the
Ukrainian nation has a will to live a free and
independent life. It makes me feel equal to
any freedom-loving American, for we are
paying dearly for that freedom which we

St. John...
(Continued from page 9)
formances by local artists, including the
Malvy bandura and vocal duet of Kateryna
and Ulana Leschuk, the Kovbasniuk broth
ers vocal duet (Roman and Zorian), vocal
ists Swiatoslawa Kaczaraj and Irene
Sawczyn Doll, the youth choir of the
Ukrainian American Youth Association
(ages 7-8) that included poetry recitations,
selections performed by the church choir
of St. John the Baptist Church, as well as a
musical performance by Melodia Skoryk
(piano) and Andriy Gavrysh (violin).
Ms. Leschuk, in speaking with The
Weekly, noted the fantastic dinner that was
prepared by MishMash Catering, with the
assistance of Iryna Gavrysh, and additional
baked goods were donated by parishioners.
A $25,000 check from Selfreliance
Federal Credit Union (based in Chicago,
with a branch office in Whippany) was pre
sented to St. John the Baptist Ukrainian
Catholic Church by Daria TwardowskyVincent. Greetings were delivered by vari
ous Ukrainian community organizations,
including Ivan Leschuk, head of the
Whippany Branch of the UAYA (known by
its Ukrainian acronym CYM), Andy Wowk
on behalf of Plast Ukrainian Scouting
Organization (Newark Branch) and Oksana
Bilyk of the Ukrainian National Women’s
League of America (Branch 134 in Whip
pany, N.J.) and Zoryana Kovbasniuk
(UNWLA Branch 75 in Maplewood, N.J.).
“It was a fantastic event,” Ms. Leschuk
commented, and the hall was decorated
with Ukrainian embroidered cloths (rush
nyky), and a large banner on stage greeted
guests to mark the celebration. A cake was
presented that also marked the centennial
of the church’s founding.
Fr. Mirchuk also delivered a statement of
greeting during the banquet, noting the
history of the parish and role of the church
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a cash incentive to get fully vaccinated
against COVID-19. “Everyone who has had
two doses will be able to receive 1,000
hryvnias,” or around $37, Mr. Zelenskyy
said in a video message on November 15.
The cash payments are a significant sum
for the citizens of one of Europe’s poorest
countries, where the per capita income is
around $3,700. “With these funds, you can
buy a season ticket to a gym or fitness club,
visit a cinema, theater, museum, concert
hall or exhibition center, or buy tickets for
travel within the country,” Mr. Zelenskyy
said. The government plans to allocate
around $225 million for the scheme which
will be launched on December 19. Ukraine
is currently experiencing its worst wave of
the pandemic, prompting authorities to
impose a raft of restrictions in several cit
ies, including the capital Kyiv. Health offi
cials attribute the spike in cases and deaths
to low vaccination rates, with just 28 per
cent of the population having received two
vaccine doses. Since the beginning of the
(Continued on page 11)

have yet to win.
“‘Most of all I am thankful for the preser
vation of at least some of our people, for it
could be worse than it is. The Ukrainian
nation is passing through the years that are
exemplified in the life of our Savior when He
carried His cross to Golgotha. If you recall
the story, there was one who helped Him to
bear that cross. I am thankful for being in a
position to do the same for our people, as so
many of you Americans are doing too.’ ”
Source: “Thanksgiving Day,” by G.H., The
Ukrainian Weekly, November 24, 1947.
in community life.
“Our founders were ordinary people
from the Lemko region who had a love for
God and the Church, and our community
would not be here if it were not for those
simple Lemkos,” he stressed.
Dr. Leschuk offered her reaction to the
celebration.
“My children have grown up in this par
ish, and there is a very special love people
have for this community. As a religious per
son, it is important to have God in your life.
This centennial is a celebration of not only
a church, but of the people, families, hardworking individuals, who worked to help
pay off its first mortgage within six years.
And the work continues,” Ms. Leschuk said.
Consul General of Ukraine in New York
Oleksii Holubov extended greetings from
the government of Ukraine, from Ukraine’s
Ambassador to the U.S. Oksana Makarova,
and from Ukrainian people worldwide on
the church’s centennial with a resolution
presented to Fr. Stepan Bilyk.
“Thank you for keeping Ukraine in your
heart, thank you for your efforts in preserv
ing Ukrainian history, culture and tradi
tions,” Ms. Markarova wrote in her greeting.
Additionally, Mr. Holubov congratulated
the Ukrainian community for putting Taras
Shevchenko’s name on the map – literally.
Proclamations were issued by Hanover
Township and Morris County government
officials to honor the parish’s centennial
celebrations with many of the officials
present during the celebrations.
A joint resolution by the Senate and
General Assembly of the State of New Jersey
noted, “With all spheres, St. John the Baptist
Ukrainian Catholic Church has established a
model to emulate and set a standard of
excellence in faithful service toward which
other organizations might strive.”
For additional information, readers can
visit the St. John the Baptist Ukrainian
Catholic Church website, www.sjucc.com,
or telephone, 973-887-3616.
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pandemic, Ukraine has recorded 3.2 million
cases and more than 77,000 deaths. (RFE/
RL’s Ukrainian Service)
BU.S., EU warn Russia against new threats

France has added its voice to concerns
expressed by the United States and the
European Union over Russia’s reported
military movements in the vicinity of
Ukraine and warned Moscow that any
aggressive actions would have “serious
consequences.” The warning came during
talks which French Defense Minister
Florence Parly and Foreign Affairs Minister
Jean-Yves Le Drian held talks in Paris on
November 12 with Russian counterparts
Sergei Shoigu and Sergei Lavrov. According
to a French Foreign Affairs Ministry state
ment, Mr. Le Drian and Ms. Parly told
Messrs. Lavrov and Shoigu that they were
worried about the deterioration of security
in border regions. The statement said the
French ministers reminded the visiting
Russians of Moscow’s obligations regarding

Holodomor...
(Continued from page 7)
came on board to help secure passage of
the resolution.
The Congressional Famine Commission
did become law with New Jersey Sen. Bill
Bradley taking the House bill and ensuring
its final passage in the Senate. Under the
leadership of James Mace, with the active

Thousands...

(Continued from page 5)
Ukraine, our paratroopers took part in the
marathon, running it in the village of New
York, Donetsk region, one kilometer from
the front line,” said the press service of the
airmobile brigade.
Ukraine’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs said
it supports the project. Ukraine’s
Ambassador to the United Kingdom Vadym
Prystaiko participated in the project, run
ning a marathon in one of London’s parks.
“We receive applications from Germany
and New Zealand, Great Britain and Peru,
American New York, and Ukrainian New

“the transparency of military activities” on
the border with Ukraine. They also urged
Russia to use its links with the authoritari
an ruler of Belarus, Alyaksandr
Lukashenka, to bring an end to a migrant
crisis on Belarus’s border with European
Union members Poland, Lithuania and
Latvia. They accused Mr. Lukashenka of
“irresponsible and unacceptable behavior”
in using “migratory flows to target several
countries of the European Union.” The
Kremlin has vowed to safeguard its borders
in the face of actions by countries that it
says are trying to “contain” Russia. Mr.
Lavrov said after the Paris talks that he had
raised the issue of increased numbers of
NATO forces in the Black Sea region, charg
ing that NATO had recently been aggressive
toward Russia. Mr. Lavrov also said his del
egation had told the French ministers they
should start looking for ways out of a “dead
end” in Russia-EU relations. U.S. Secretary
of State Antony Blinken earlier on
November 12 reiterated Washington’s con
cern about Russia’s actions and warned
Moscow against an invasion. “We’re very
(Continued on page 12)

participation of community leaders Ulana
Mazurkewych, Myron Kuropas and others,
the Commission held hearings, gathered
scores of oral histories, issued a definitive
report and permanently affirmed the his
toric reality of the Holodomor. This, in turn,
provided the basis for 35 years of further
research and scholarship. It was a cam
paign with many heroes as, bit by bit, we
recover Ukraine’s dark history on the path
toward the country’s brighter future.
York. Entire families, companies of friends
and colleagues registered for the race,” Ms.
Gres said.
“There are participants who plan to run
42 kilometers, and those who can over
come 1 kilometer. Some participants plan
to run 427 kilometers together – that’s how
long the demarcation line is and those who
run from city to city. At the same time, we
have participants who have run on different
continents, in different time zones,
migrants have run, volunteers, military,
doctors, writers, managers, lawyers, stu
dents, schoolchildren, retirees. They are
running to draw attention of the world
community to the war in Ukraine,” Ms. Gres
wrote on her Facebook page.

With unspeakable sorrow
we announce the passing of our beloved
brother, cousin, uncle and dearest friend

Joseph Sachno
Born on September 14, 1932, Joseph spent his youth
in Lviv, Ukraine, before moving to New Jersey, going to
school and graduating as a mechanical engineer. Always a sports fan,
Joseph found a love in table tennis and hang gliding - a pastime he
frequently enjoyed in his spare time. He passed away in New York on
September 18, 2021.
Joseph is survived by his sisters:
Vera Berdnarsky, Larissa Sexton, Martha Rinchetti and their families;
Lesia Holuka, his companion and beloved friend, and her family.
Funeral Services were held on Tuesday, September 23, 2021, at the
Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church.
His remains were spread in Lake Erie, per his wishes. Donations in
Joseph’s memory may be sent to the following: Plast Ukrainian Scouting
Organization or The United States Hang Gliding and Paragliding
Association.

May his memory be eternal.
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With deep sorrow we announce that

Myroslaw (Myron) Scharko
beloved uncle and brother in law
passed away into eternal rest on October 25, 2021.
Myron Scharko was born on May 8th, 1922 in Pidpetzary, Ukraine, to
Rev. Fr. Jaroslaw and Irena (Kulchytsky) Scharko. He earned his degree
in engineering in Ukraine. In 1951 he emigrated to United States. At
first he lived in Cleveland, Ohio, and later in Harrisburg and Welsville,
Pennsylvania. In Harrisburg he worked for Pennsylvania Department of
Transportation as an engineer specializing in design of bridges.
Myron had many hobbies and interests. In 1937 in Ukraine he joined
Plast, a Ukrainian Scouting Organization, and later in the United States
he became a member of Burlaky, a Ukrainian Scout organization that
focuses on camping and skiing. Myron was an avid skier, ski instructor
and member of the National Ski Patrol at Round Top Mountain, Pa.
During winter vacations he organized popular ski camps for Plast
members to Innsbruck, Austria, as well as ski camps in the United States.
His summer vacations focused on Plast camps «Vovcha Tropa» in
East Chatham, N.Y., as well as «Novyi Sokil» in North Collins, NY. As a
«commandant» of the camp he was very well liked and respected. He
played the guitar and had a pleasant baritone voice, which he used
to teach the plastuny many beautiful Ukrainian songs. Myron was a
talented musician and a member of the quartet «Rozvaha». The quartet
recorded many songs that were very popular in the 1950’s.
Myron will be missed by his relatives and many special friends he
made throughout the years.

Вічна Йому пам’ять!
Myron is survived by:
sister-in-law
- Helga Scharko and family (Germany)
nieces and nephews:
- Daria Scalska and family (Ukraine)
- Alexander Lysynecky and family (United States)
- Christina Bejger and family (United States)
- Tatiana Lysynecky (United State)
- Irene Hayden and family (United States)
- Maria Tarnawsky(Canada)
- Yuriy Tarnawsky and family (Ukraine)
- Shypailo family (United States)

With deep sorrow we announce that

Lubow Shegedyn
(née Jacuszko)
left us on November 14, 2021.
She was born July 9, 1931 in the town
of Bukivsko, Poland (near Sanok)
to Dmytro Jacuszko and Olha Wolynetz.
She had two brothers who have passed away: arch. Sviatoslav Jacuszko,
arch. Roman Jacuszko, and the son of Sviatoslav – Ihor Jacuszko.
She survived WWII and came to America in the 50s, where she met
her husband-to-be Dr. Taras Shegedyn in New York city. They moved to
suburban New Jersey to raise their family. Together with her husband
she was active in Ukrainian cultural and artistic activities in the New
York metropolitan area.
She is survived by family:
− her son Askold Shegedyn
− her daughter Roksolana Shegedyn-Weklak, her husband
Nicholas Weklak,
− her niece Roma Nowak, son Adrian, husband Edward Nowak
and mother Marta
− family from Father’s sister: Yurko Zacharia, Milla Hurd (Zacharia)
and Slavko Kurchak
− family Christine Koziy and her sons Rostyslav Koziy and Andrew
Koziy, and husband Alexander
− extended family in Ukraine, US and Australia
Wake will be held November 19, 2021 at 7:00 PM at Union Funeral
Home, in Union NJ.
Funeral rites to be held on November 20, 2021, 9:30 AM at St John
the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Church in Newark, NJ and the funeral to
be held at St. Andrew cemetery in South Bound Brook, NJ.
In lieux of flowers please contribute:
• https://sheptytskyinstitute.ca/
or
• St John the Baptist in Newark Charitable program
http://www.stjohn-nj.com/HTML/Eng/WhatWeDo/
CharitableProgram.html
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Prof. Luciuk to discuss recently published books on life in Soviet Russia and on Soviet disinformation
Irena Sawchyn Doll
MORRISTOWN, N.J. – The Ukrainian
National Women’s League of America
(UNWLA), Branch 75 of Morris County, N.J.,
will host Prof. Lubomyr Luciuk for a book
discussion on December 5 at 2 p.m. at the
Ukrainian American Cultural Center of New
Jersey in Whippany, N.J.
Prof. Luciuk is a renowned scholar in the
field of Ukrainian studies specializing in the
history of the Ukrainian diaspora in Canada
and the United States. He is a full professor
of political geography at the Royal Military
College of Canada.
During the event on December 5, Prof.
Luciuk will discuss two books. Among
them will be the English translation of
Mendel Osherowitch’s 1933 book, “How
People Live in Soviet Russia: Impressions
from a Journey.”
Mr. Osherowitch, who was an American
reporter for the Yiddish language newspa
per Forverts (in English, The Forward),
wrote his eye-witness account of the
Holodomor after he visited Soviet Russia

Prof. Lubomyr Luciuk

and Ukraine in February and March of
1932. The editors of Forverts sent Mr.
Osherowitch on assignment to Ukraine
because he was fluent in Yiddish, Ukrainian
and Russian. In addition, having been born
in Ukraine, he still had extensive family in
the village of Trostianets. His mother, four
sisters and two brothers had high positions
in the Communist Party. Both factors
allowed Mr. Osherowitch access to environ
ments inaccessible to Western reporters;
he was able to converse with ordinary peo
ple who accepted him as a native Ukrainian.
Mr. Osherowitch was severely shaken by
the extent of the misery and human
destruction that he saw, which was only a
prelude to the full-blown Holodomor that
was to follow during the winter of 19321933 when the death rate would increase
from 600 to 9,000 deaths a day. As an
American journalist who went to Ukraine
expecting to see the progress of socialism,
Mr. Osherowitch felt compelled to objec
tively report the painful truth he witnessed.
He described his first-person observations
in reports in his newspaper Forverts, which
he summarized in this book in 1933 (A
more detailed discussion of the book can be
found in an article by Myron Kuropas in
The Ukrainian Weekly on September 19).
The major shortfall of Mr. Osherowitch’s
book was that it was written in Yiddish, as
only a limited audience could the language.
As a result, after an initial mixed response
from the Yiddish community, this first-per
son documentation of the Holodomor
remained in almost complete obscurity
until 2018 when Prof. Luciuk noticed a
mention of the book in a blog by Ukrainian
Jewish Encounter. He was able to obtain a
copy, and, recognizing its singular value as
an eye-witness chronicle of the Holodomor,
he had the book translated and edited, and
had the book published in 2020. The book
has quickly sold out its first printing.
Mr. Osherowitch’s book, now that it is
available to the world in English, is a major
addition to the scholarship of the

The Taras Shevchenko School of Ukrainian Studies
of Greater Washington
in cooperation with

The Washington Group
requests the pleasure of your company at the

Washington, DC
Ukrainian Debutante Ball
Saturday, January 29, 2022
Omni Shoreham Hotel
2500 Calvert Street, NW
Washington, DC 20008

Musical entertainment by HRIM

Tickets go on sale

December 1, 2021
For tickets and more information visit:

www.DCUkrainianDeb.com
or email:

zabavadc@gmail.com

Courtesy of Lubomyr Luciuk

“Operation Payback: Soviet Disinfor
mation and Alleged Nazi War Criminals
in North America,” by Lubomyr Luciuk
Holodomor. It is anticipated that this newly
unearthed documentation of the
Holodomor, written by an American jour
nalist decades ago, will have a significant
impact on the acknowledgement of the
Holodomor as a deliberate and brutal geno
cide perpetrated by the Soviet Union
against the Ukrainian people. One can only
surmise the impact that his writing might
have had on public awareness had it been
translated into English much earlier.
Prof. Luciuk will also discuss a second
book, titled “Operation Payback: Soviet
Disinformation and Alleged Nazi War
Criminals in North America.” The book is a
compilation of approximately 40 commen
taries written by Prof. Luciuk in the past
four decades, along with documentation
related to the topic of how Jewish and
Ukrainian communities in the United States
and Canada were manipulated with disin
formation and set against each other since
the 1960s in an overt plan to set both com
munities against each other.
The key document of the book is the
translation of the KGB memorandum writ
ten in October 1985 that outlines Operation
Payback (Retribution), which confirms that
the KGB had several directorates created to
advance Jewish demands that Nazi war
criminals be brought to justice by alleging
that many of these war collaborators were
living among Ukrainian emigres. These alle
gations were repeated so often that they
were presumed to be true. Concurrently,

NEWSBRIEFS
(Continued from page 11)
concerned about some of the irregular
movements of forces that we see on
Ukraine’s borders,” Mr. Blinken told report
ers. “It would be a serious mistake for
Russia to engage in a repeat of what it did
in 2014,” Mr. Blinken said, reiterating a
warning made earlier in the week during a
meeting in Washington with the Ukrainian
foreign affairs minister, Dmytro Kuleba,
when he also said the U.S. commitment to
Ukraine’s security and territorial integrity
was “ironclad.” On November 12, the com
mander-in-chief of the Ukrainian armed
forces, Lt. Gen. Valeriy Zaluzhny, said Russia
had massed some 2,100 military personnel
in the separatist-controlled areas, adding
that Russian military officers hold all com
manding positions in the separatist forces.
In Brussels, EU foreign affairs spokesman
Peter Stano told journalists that the bloc

“How People Live in Soviet Russia:
Impressions from a Journey,” by Mendel
Osherowitch, edited by Lubomyr Luciuk
and translated from the original Yiddish
by Sharon Power
the Soviet secret service, organized under
the code name Progress, hoped to foment
anti-Semitic and anti-Zionist sentiments in
the Ukrainian diaspora (as well as in other
communities). The overarching objective
was to ensure the two entities, in constant
distrust of each other, would not collabo
rate to fight mistreatment of refuseniks
(human rights activists and dissidents in
the Soviet Union).
Both of the books Prof. Luciuk will dis
cuss were supported in part by grants from
the UNWLA, which has a long-standing his
tory of supporting academic scholarship,
particularly regarding the history of the
Holodomor.
The UNWLA was one of the first organi
zations to inform the world about the
Holodomor, and since 1933 has been active
ly disseminating information about and
fighting for recognition of the Holodomor as
a genocide via political and grassroots out
reach programs. The UNWLA funded the
soon-to-be-completed digitization of the
Gareth Jones diaries at the National Library
of Wales, and donated $2,500 toward the
publication of “Operation Payback.”
Both books discussed by Prof. Luciuk will
be available for purchase at the presentation
on December 5. Prof. Luciuk will be avail
able for a meet and greet session after the
talk. For further information, readers may
visit the UNWLA website at www.unwla.org.
was alarmed by Russia’s military activities
close to Ukraine’s border. “We continue to
watch the situation and the information we
gathered so far is rather worrying,” Mr.
Stano said. He said the 27-member bloc
was monitoring the situation with partners
including the United States and Britain and
“we are open to look at further steps as
necessary.” EU chief Ursula von der Leyen
also discussed the situation around
Ukraine with U.S. President Joe Biden dur
ing a visit to Washington this week. Russia
has insistently denied having any aggres
sive intentions, with Kremlin spokesman
Dmitry Peskov saying Moscow “does not
pose a threat to anyone,” but it needs to
ensure its security in response to alleged
increasing “provocative actions” by NATO.
“We mind our own affairs and take mea
sures to ensure our security if necessary, if
there are provocative actions of our oppo
nents near our borders,” Mr. Peskov said.
(RFE/RL, with reporting by AFP, AP, RIA
Novosti, dpa and Reuters)
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Ukrainian Technological Society of Pittsburgh bestows award on president and founder of Revived Soldiers Ukraine
by Nickolas C. Kotow
PITTSBURGH – The Ukrainian Techno
logical Society of Pittsburgh (UTS) honored
Iryna Vashchuk Discipio, president of
Revived Soldiers Ukraine, with its Ukrainian
of the Year Award during the organization’s
50th Dinner Dance on November 6 at The
Club at Nevillewood in Presto, Pa.
The award recognized Ms. Vashchuk
Discipio’s humanitarian zeal for the medi
cal treatment and rehabilitation of the most
severely wounded of Ukrainian servicemen
through her founding of Revived Soldiers

Iryna Vashchuk Discipio (center, holding
award plaque) won the Ukrainian Techno
logical Society’s Ukrainian of the Year
Award. She was joined at the award ceremony in Presto, Pa., on November 6 by
(front row, left to right) Halyna Mykhailiv
Ciarallo, Dr. Natalia Kujdych, Bonnie Lee
Reinhart, Michele Kapeluck, Leonid
Ovdiyuk, and (back row, left to right)
Stephen Haluszczak, George Honchar,
Nickolas C. Kotow and Dr. Natalia
Onufrey.

Ukraine, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization
established in the United States in 2015.
Ms. Vashchuk Discipio also founded Next
Step Ukraine, a facility for the treatment of
neurological injuries near Kyiv in 2019.
Since 2015, Revived Soldiers Ukraine
has brought 48 severely wounded
Ukrainian servicemen to major hospitals in
the United States for medical treatment and
rehabilitation. That treatment and care has
amounted to more than $10 million.
Guests at the award ceremony included
Volodymyr Kravtsov, vice consul of the
Consulate General of Ukraine in New York
City. Members of the Revived Soldiers
Ukraine team who also attended the cere
mony included Mariana Balash, Youlian
Chaplya, Oleksandr Dishchuk, Olga
Dishchuk, Anatolii Kruk, Yana Nedelko,
Mariana Nosal, Roman Vengrenyuk, and
Liliya Shmatenkova.
All of the guests in attendance were wel
comed by UTS President George Honchar,
who asked Ms. Vashchuk Discipio to come
forward to receive her Ukrainian of the
Year Award plaque, crafted by graphic artist
Taras Davyda. The inscriptions were read
by UTS Executive Board members Bonnie
Lee Reinhart and Stephen Haluszczak in
English and Ukrainian, respectively.
In her acceptance remarks, Ms.
Vashchuk Discipio discussed how she
founded Revived Soldiers Ukraine in
November 2015, built up a team of 40 vol
unteers in major cities throughout the
United States, and devoted up to 60 hours
per week to its operations.
Despite the difficult work that has put
stress on her family, Ms. Vashchuk Discipio
said she feels compelled to help the wound
ed soldiers because they sacrificed them

selves for the freedom of Ukraine.
Ms. Vashchuk Discipio introduced
Leonid Ovdiiuk, a serviceman undergoing
medical treatment and rehabilitation under
the auspices of Revived Soldiers Ukraine.
Originally from Luhansk, Mr. Ovdiiuk suf
fered head, neck and spinal injuries in May
2020 as a result of a mine that exploded
while he fought against the Russian inva
sion. Speaking in Ukrainian, Mr. Ovdiiuk
expressed the wish that after his rehabilita
tion, he could return to the front to encour
age his fellow Ukrainian soldiers.
Led by Mariana Balash, a popular singer
in the Chicago Ukrainian community,
guests and organizers of the award celebra
tion then sang Ms. Vashchuk Discipio
Mnohaya Lita (many happy years), and
afterward she was presented with a bou
quet of flowers.
Very Rev. Fr. Mark Swindle, pastor of
Holy Virgin Ukrainian Orthodox Church in
Arnold, Pa., then offered an invocation
prayer, and a benediction prayer was
offered by Rev. Fr. John Charest, pastor of
Saints Peter and Paul Ukrainian Orthodox
Church in Carnegie, Pa.
Following the dinner, Mariana Balash
gathered almost all of the guests to dance
in a circle to the tunes of the Gypsy Strings
band. Guests enjoyed the opportunity to
participate in this dance new to the
Pittsburgh Ukrainian community.
The following morning, the Revived
Soldiers Ukraine team was invited by Rev.
Fr. Ivan Smereka and Rev. Fr. Jason Charron
of Holy Trinity Ukrainian Catholic Church
in Carnegie, Pa., to speak with parishioners
during the coffee hour following their
respective divine liturgies.
Ms. Vashchuk Discipio informed her

Nestor Muzychka

Ukrainian Technological Society of Pitts
burgh President George Honchar (right)
presented Iryna Vashchuk Discipio with
the organization’s Ukrainian of the Year
Award during a ceremony in Presto, Pa.,
on November 6.
audience of the work of Revived Soldiers
Ukraine and Next Step Ukraine while team
members passed out literature. The team
members’ visit concluded with an automo
bile tour of Pittsburgh led by Mr. Honchar.
The team members, many of whom had
not visited Pittsburgh before, expressed
thanks for the wonderful hospitality shown
to them by the Pittsburgh Ukrainian com
munity. Readers can learn more about the
work of Revived Soldiers Ukraine by visit
ing the web site www.rsukraine.org, and
they can learn more about the Ukrainian
Technological Society by visiting www.
utspgh.org.

Plast Stanytsia Newark
along with Lanka Batkiv
cordially invites you to

Roxanne Boychuk
Zakhar Gawdiak

Sophia Kowal

Marko Petrykiw

Uliana Leshchuk
Adrian Kurylko

The first Debutante Ball
of the season!
Saturday, January 22, 2022
Grand Ballroom at Hanover Marriott,
1401 Route 10 East, Whippany, NJ 07981
Cocktails & Appetizers at 6:00 pm
Presentation of Debutantes 7:15 pm
Zabava 9:00 pm
Music by Hrim & Philadelphia Funk Authority

Christina Markiv
Andrian Kadykalo

Alexa Symmons
Nicholas Juzych

Nina Rakowsky
Matthew Hapij

Liliana Tomko
Maxim Traska

Anna Salewycz

Orest Hankewycz

Kalyna Yurchuk
Danylo Glum

Dinner and Zabava, inclusive of Open Bar Cocktail Hour:
$165 per person Adults over 25
$125 per person Students up to age 25
$45 per person Children up to age 10
Tickets must be purchaised by December 31, 2021
Zabava –$60
For further information and to purchase tickets online
www.plastnewarkdeb.com
or contact : Plast Deb 2022, c/o Alexandra Zawadiwsky,
2 Balbrook Drive, Mendham NJ 07945
email: plastnewarkdebball@gmail.com Tel: 908-448-6389
Hotel Room Reservations: 800-228-9290 or 973-538-8811.
Ask for PLAST room block rate.
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Filewich imparts hockey lessons in classroom
When was the last time a professional
hockey player hung up his skates to
become a teacher? Jonathan Filewich
decided to leverage his experiences and
transferable skill sets learned throughout
his hockey career into a successful and
most fulfilling post hockey career. His
efforts, dedication and commitment toward
inspiring and mentoring his students are
being recognized in a big way.
Born and raised in Kelowna, British
Columbia, Filewich (of Ukrainian and
Croatian descent) enjoyed a productive
junior career in the Western Hockey
League with Prince George and Lethbridge.
Filewich played in 321 WHL games from
2000-2005, notching 121 goals and 125
assists for 246 points. Getting to the WHL
for him was quite an achievement. His fam
ily had a limited hockey background and he
did not know what to expect when he was
drafted into the WHL. He took on a “go with
the flow” approach, carefully moving for
ward, step by step, gracious and thankful
for the opportunity. At the time, little did he
know “go with the flow” would be his
motto for his entire hockey career.
Filewich’s hard work was rewarded
when he was drafted by the Pittsburgh
Penguins in the third round (70th overall)
of the 2003 NHL Entry Draft. In his final
year with Lethbridge, he tallied 42 goals,
playing against future NHL stars like Ryan
Getzlaf, Dion Phaneuf, Brent Seabrook, Alan
Ladd and others who should have been
skating in the NHL or AHL, but could not
due to the NHL lockout. Following his
junior career, Filewich was assigned to
Pittsburgh’s AHL affiliate, the Wilkes
Barre/Scranton Penguins where he experi
enced an immediate culture change. The
club was the class of the league, winning
almost immediately after Filewich’s arrival.
This was somewhat novel for him as he was
not used to winning much in juniors. In his
first pro season, WBS went on a 23-game
stretch to start the season without losing
once in regulation. The organization prided
itself on always being successful, thus
developing a winning culture.
Filewich’s AHL career peaked during the
2006-2007 season when he was selected to
play in the AHL All-Star Game in Toronto.
He lucked out to a degree as several more
deserving teammates were called up to the

big club by Pittsburgh and would have been
AHL All-Stars ahead of Filewich. He men
tioned Eric Christensen helping him
become more successful and pushing him
to a higher level. Filewich was next in line
to be chosen as an American Hockey
League All-Star.
At the 2007 AHL All-Star Classic,
Filewich was informed he would be com
peting in the fastest skater competition
part of the skills competition. Many minor
league hockey pundits were surprised by
his inclusion in the event, only to be
shocked by the results. Described by scouts
as a hockey player without one single
strong point in his game, Filewich could do
a bit of everything. Himself taken aback at
the invitation to be in the fastest skater
competition, he ended up winning the
entire event. Although everyone was again
surprised with the competition’s outcome,
Filewich admitted he usually won this com
petition during team skills events.

Briefly joins parent club

Three years into his professional career,
Filewich’s childhood dream came true on
January 21, 2008, when he made his NHL
debut for the Pittsburgh Penguins in a
game against the Washington Capitals. This
rivalry was already primed with the match
up between Sidney Crosby and Alexander
Ovechkin, although he never saw the two
compete in person. Crosby was out with
injuries at the time, so Filewich instead got
to admire the on-ice talents of superstar
Evgeni Malkin. He recalls sitting on the
bench, watching the star Russian players
performing on the ice, occasionally pinching
himself to make sure it was real. He dressed
for all of five games with Pittsburgh during
the 2007-2008 season prior to his return to
Wilkes-Barre. The experience of playing in
the NHL would help serve as an inspiration
al story during his eventual post-hockey
career as a teacher.
In a last-ditch effort to continue his pro
career, Filewich decided to take his talents
overseas to Austria, signing with EC
Salzburg of the EBEL in 2009. He experi
enced success, totaling 32 points in 45
games, helping his team win both the EBEL
Cup and Continental Challenge. He
remained impressed with the quality of
competition and high degree of profession

Brandon University

Jonathan Filewich, who is of Croatian
and Ukrainian descent, transfers his professional hockey skills from the NHL to
the classroom as a teacher at the Souris
School in Souris, Manitoba.
alism in overseas play. EC Salzburg was
owned by Red Bull, so the club was treated
on a par with an NHL franchise. Players
were expected to train 11 months of the
year, but were treated like royalty. There
were plenty of American and Canadian
players extending their careers in
European leagues. His second and final
year in the Austrian League was with the
Croatian team Zagreb Medvescak of the
KHL where he partnered with fellow-Ukrai
nian Ryan Kinasewich. Filewich enjoyed his
experience and immersion into Croatian
culture while with the Zagreb franchise.
His six-year pro hockey career was filled
with trials, tribulations and injuries.
Toward the end, while playing in Austria,
his focus began shifting to taking care of
himself and starting a family. The decision
to step away from the sport in 2011 to
focus on his family and switch careers was
expected, but not easy. His final season in
Croatia saw a worsening of his concussion
problems and subsequent questioning
himself if hockey was still worth it. The fun
was still there, but in his heart he knew the
end was near. The desire to start a family
won out and Filewich decided to come
home.

Career change

Throughout his hockey playing days
Filewich took advantage of tuition grants
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and programs offered via the Professional
Hockey Players’ Association (PHPA) Career
Enhancement Program. The program pro
vides opportunities for current and former
PHPA members to prepare for a post hock
ey career. Filewich took online courses dur
ing his AHL days, setting him up for a
smooth transition between careers, help
ing him prepare for his next chapter as a
teacher.
Filewich is thoroughly enjoying his post
hockey career teaching Grades 5 and 6 at
Souris School in Souris, Manitoba. He
thrives on building relationships with his
students, using what he learned in school
and throughout his hockey journey to grow
as an educator.
“I have come to notice through living in a
small town that having the opportunity to
build these relationships with my students
is the best part of the job,” Filewich said in a
mid-March interview with PHPA.com.
“Especially during the pandemic, I can use
examples or experiences from my own
hockey and teaching career to help stu
dents maintain their perspective.”
Filewich’s successful teaching career has
not gone unnoticed. He was nominated for
the Most Valuable Teacher Award for the
month of March through a contest hosted
by the NHL, NHLPA, SAP and EVERFI. The
nomination was thanks to his dedication in
bringing STEM concepts to his students
within the classroom, including online,
interactive hockey math games and other
STEM sports activities. He was one of only
20 teachers in North America nominated
for this award (STEM emphasizes the appli
cation of knowledge to real-life situations.
It is based on the four C’s – creativity, col
laboration, critical thinking and communi
cation).
“This type of program uses subjects like
hockey to teach in a different context,” said
Filewich. “Being a former player, I loved it
and used this as an opportunity to have
people involved without actually playing
the game. My students thought it was the
best idea ever, so they naturally gravitated
to it.”
Filewich’s dream of one day becoming a
professional hockey player came true.
These days, he’s inspiring others in his post
hockey career as a teacher so their dreams
can come true, too.
Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@
sfgsports.com.

Ukraine secures World Cup playoff berth
by Ihor N. Stelmach
Heading into their eighth and final
World Cup qualifying match against Bosnia
and Herzegovina at the Bilino Polje
Stadium in Zenica, Bosnia and Herzegovi
na, on November 16 two things had to hap
pen for Ukraine to advance. Firstly, Team
Ukraine would have to defeat the home
club on their home turf, and, secondly,
Finland would have to lose their match ver
sus France. This would vault Ukraine up
from third place in Group D to second
place, earning the blue and gold entry into
the 12-nation World Cup playoff round.
This was a scenario similar to what
Ukraine experienced earlier in the year at
the European Championships, when the
national team managed only one win, but
with the assistance of others, turned a
third-place group finish into a slot in the
round of 16 where they upset an undefeat

ed Sweden team. A sense of déjà vu: similar
scenario, same result, at least thus far.
Oleksandr Zinchenko and Artem Dovbyk
scored second-half goals to secure a musthave 2-0 victory, clinching that 2022 World
Cup playoff berth for Ukraine. The win lifted
Ukraine into second place with 12 points in
eight games, one point better than Finland,
who slipped to third following their 2-0
home loss to group-winning France.
Ukraine was dominant in the first half of
play with Roman Yaremchuk twice missing
from close range, and Andriy Yarmolenko
also missing on a few chances. Ukrainian
goalkeeper Georgiy Bushchan saved the
day by clawing out a Dennis Hadzikadunic
header at the other end.
Zinchenko broke the deadlock in the
59th minute, tapping the ball into an empty
net from in close after a fine run and cross
(Continued on page 15)

Pavlo Kubanov/Ukrainian Association of Football

Artem Dovbyk’s 79th minute goal against Bosnia and Herzegovina on November 16
in Zenica, Bosnia and Herzegovina.
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Through
December 12
Jenkintown, PA

Diorama exhibit in miniature, “Ukrainian Historical Musical
Instruments,” a tribute to the legacy of the Kobzari,
bandurists and their child guides who were massacred
on the order of Stalin in the 1930s, Ukrainian Educational
and Cultural Center, www.ueccphila.org

Through
Art exhibit, “Painting in Excess: Kyiv’s Art Revival,  
March 13, 2022
1985-1993,”organized by Olena Martynyuk and Julia
New Brunswick, NJ Tulovsky, Rutgers University, Zimmerli Art Museum,
https://zimmerli.rutgers.edu/
November 26
Hamtramck, MI

Sneak preview, “Ukrainian Inspirations Holiday Market –
Christmas Traditions and Crafts,” Ukrainian American
Archives and Museum, 313-366-9764 or
www.ukrainianmuseumdetroit.org

November 26
Jenkintown, PA

Burlaky Dance, Burlaky fraternity of Plast Ukrainian
Scouting Organization, with music by Philadelphia Funk
Authority, Ukrainian Educational and Cultural Center,
www.burlakyzabava.com (required: proof of COVID-19
vaccination or negative PCR test within three days)  

November 27
New York

Holodomor commemoration, U.S. Committee for
Ukrainian Holodomor-Genocide Awareness 1932-1933,
St. Patrick Cathedral, ukrainegenocide@gmail.com

November 29
Online

Webinar with Matthias Kaltenbrunner, Harvard
University, www.huri.harvard.edu

November 30
Online

Webinar with Nadiya Sakhno and Sarwar Qureshi,
Ukrainian Canadian Professionals and Businesspersons
Association, https://bit.ly/UCPBANov2021

November 30
Online

Virtual roundtable discussion with Oleksandr Soloviov,
Asia Bazdyrieva and Alisa Lozhkina, with introduction by
Olena Martynyuk, held in conjunction with the art exhibit
“Painting in Excess: Kyiv’s Art Revival, 1985-1993,”
Rutgers University, Zimmerli Art Museum,
https://zimmerli.rutgers.edu or
olenmart@scarletmail.rutgers.edu

Ukraine secures...
(Continued from page 14)
from the left by Viktor Tsygankov set up the
Manchester City forward with an easy fin
ish. Substitute Dovbyk sealed the deal,
sending Ukraine into the March 2022 play
offs when he raced all the way from the
halfway line and steered his shot from
inside the area past Bosnian goalkeeper
Nikola Vasilj in the 79th minute.
Examining the game’s statistics, Ukraine
outshot Bosnia and Herzegovina (13-7),
doubled them in shots on goal (4-2), pos
sessed the ball longer (59 percent versus
41 percent), and committed way less fouls
(5 versus 12).
The majority of Europe’s 13 qualifiers
are decided by the initial group stage, with
the top team from each of the 10 qualifying

groups securing an automatic spot in Qatar
next winter. The 10 countries finishing sec
ond, plus the two best 2020-2021 UEFA
Nations League group winners that failed
to finish in the top two of their World Cup
qualifying group, move on to the second
round playoff competition. These remain
ing 12 nations will be split into three
groups – each of which plays a four-team
mini tournament with one-legged semifinals and a final. The three winners will
join the 10 other European countries at the
2022 World Cup.
Among those joining Ukraine in the play
offs (as of November 17) are Austria,
Sweden, Poland, Italy, Scotland and North
Macedonia. These playoffs are scheduled to
take place during the next international
break, with semi-final matches on March
24-25, 2022, and the finals on March 28-29,
2022.

Help Support Modernization
Of Ukrainian Science Classrooms!
Donations up to $2,500
matched on November 30th

New monthly donors
matched week of December 13th

https://bit.ly/sv-ukraine
Learn more at www.sciencevoices.org
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December 5
Whippany, NJ

Presentation by Prof. Lubomyr Luciuk, book discussion
“How People Lived in Soviet Russia” and “Operation
Payback,” Ukrainian National Women’s League of America
(Branch 75), Ukrainian American Cultural Center
of New Jersey, www.facebook.com/unwlabranch75

December 7
Jenkintown, PA

Christmas trip for Christmas Show, Ukrainian American
Senior Association of Philadelphia, departing from
Ukrainian Educational and Cultural Center, Hunterdon
Hills Playhouse, 215-699-6068 (participants must show
proof of COVID-19 vaccination)

December 7
Ottawa

Workshop, making embroidered Christmas ornaments,
St. John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Shrine,
thisfolklife@gmail.com

December 10
Somerset, NJ

Christmas Tree decoration, with decorations hung by
Archbishop Daniel, Metropolia Center of the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church of the U.S.A., 732-356-0090
or www.uocofusa.org

December 10-30
Chicago

Art exhibit, “Happiest of Holidays,” featuring works by
Les Panchyshyn and Khrystyna Kardash Stupnytska,
Ukrainian National Museum,
www.ukrainiannationalmuseum.org or 312-421-8020

December 11
Jenkintown, PA

Annual Christmas Village and Bazaar, Ukrainian
Educational and Cultural Center, www.ueccphila.org

December 11
Chicago

Workshop, “Traditional Ukrainian Pavuk” with instruction
by Anna Chychula, Ukrainian National Museum,
312-421-8020 or info@ukrainiannationalmuseum.org

December 12
Online

Workshop, “Create Your Didukh – Ancestral Tree Workshop,”
with instruction by Oksana Hawrylak from Folk Camp and
Kosa Kolektiv, St. Vladimir Institute, www.stvladimir.ca

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.
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