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Ukraine to add two more English-language Anatomy of a failed sting operation
news sources as Kyiv Post remains dormant known as ‘Wagnergate’
Plan sought to apprehend Russian mercenaries
who fought in eastern Ukraine

by Mark Raczkiewycz
KYIV – Two new English-language news
publications are set to open in Ukraine, following the temporary closure of the Kyiv
Post earlier this month.
Two weeks after being dismissed, most
of the Kyiv Post’s editorial staff, except
long-time chief editor Brian Bonner, have
launched The Kyiv Independent. The group
of about 30 have started crowdfunding
campaigns to raise money for the project
while launching a free daily newsletter to
online subscribers.
Ukrainian-language online and print
magazine NV (formerly Novoye Vremya)
also this month announced it will expand
to deliver news in English, according to its
chief editor Vitalii Sych.
Meanwhile, the newly appointed Kyiv
Post CEO, Luc Chenier, told The Ukrainian
Weekly the newspaper’s “news feed should
be operational” by the winter holidays.
An office manager and personal assistant is being sought, he said, while the
interview process for a new chief editor “is
in the advanced stage of discussions.”
Two candidates are strongly being considered, Mr. Chenier said.
“I don’t want to succumb to public pressure and just quickly hire someone. … I
want to obsess and hire the top person for
this position,” he said. “It’s a big position to

Luc Chenier’s Facebook page

The newly-appointed CEO of the Kyiv
Post, Luc Chenier, as seen in 2016.
fill. … Brian [Bonner] did an amazing job
and it won’t be easy to replace him – we
need a strong diplomat. … I need a rock star
whom everybody is going to celebrate and
for whom the community will cheer.”
Mr. Chenier was the newspaper’s CEO in
2016-2018 when Pakistani-born British
national Mohammad Zahoor owned the
newspaper before selling it for a reported
$3.5 million.
Mr. Chenier’s latest appointment came
(Continued on page 3)

Belarus-1 Channel

A Belarusian security officer pins down a Russian mercenary at a health resort outside of Minsk on July 29, 2020.
by Mark Raczkiewycz
KYIV – An elaborate human mousetrap
hatched by Ukraine’s military intelligence
to ensnare several dozen Russian mercenaries sounds like a spy thriller, something
that Israel’s Mossad and a smaller-scale
operation of Ukrainian security officers
previously pulled off.

Ukrainian startup Grammarly reaches $13 billion capitalization
Company’s co-founders
become second and third
wealthiest people in
Ukraine
by Roman Tymotsko
KRAKOW, Poland – Grammarly, the San
Francisco-based company founded by
Ukrainians Alex Shevchenko and Max
Lytvyn, announced on November 17 it
received additional financing of $200 million, pushing the company’s capitalization
up to $13 billion.
The investment made Messrs. Shev
chenko and Lytvyn billionaires. Forbes estimated their net worth to be about $4 billion each, making them the second and
third wealthiest individuals in Ukraine.
According to Bloomberg, Grammarly is
now the 10th most valuable startup in the
United States and the most valuable tech
company with roots in Ukraine. The com-

Grammarly

Grammarly co-founders Maksym Lytvyn (left) and Oleksiy Shevchenko became
billionaires after attracting an investment round.
pany, headquartered in San Francisco,
Calif., has offices in Kyiv, New York and
Vancouver.
“Today, I’m excited to announce a $200
M+ funding round from new investors,
including Baillie Gifford and funds and

accounts managed by BlackRock, among
others,” Grammarly’s Chief Executive
Officer Brad Hoover wrote in a blog post
published on the company’s official web(Continued on page 7)

But two reports published in midNovember – one by the Verkhovna Rada
and another by the British-based online
sleuth Bellingcat – attest to a daring special
operation to lure 33 Russian private military contractors to Ukraine, arrest and then
prosecute them for violent crimes committed in the war zone of the Donbas.
Overlooked by many is that the operation revealed the extent and damage Russia
has done to Ukraine. Hundreds of dossiers
were compiled on mercenaries, who were
used by Russia to disguise its role in waging war in Ukraine’s two eastern Donbas
regions of Luhansk and Donetsk.
Both Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy and his chief of staff, Andriy
Yermak, have either denied the operation
was ever in existence or provided incohesive responses about the matter.
Despite their denials or vague responses
to inquiries about the matter, an ad hoc
parliamentary committee report said the
brazen plan was in the works but was
never executed. The November 15 interim
report into what local journalists have
branded “Wagnergate” didn’t provide a
reason why the operation was delayed and
not carried out.
The former head of Ukrainian military
intelligence, Vasyl Burba, who was one of
two senior officers in charge of the operation, has stated on television that “a mole”
in government could be one of the reasons
the operation never took place.
Bellingcat’s November 17 report, citing
Mr. Burba, said that Mr. Yermak had
delayed the execution of the operation,
which ultimately led to the mercenaries
(Continued on page 11)
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Russia, Ukraine both hold combat
drills amid heightened tensions

RadioSvoboda.org, RFE/RL

Ukrainian border guards patrol their country’s frontier with Belarus in the Volyn
region.
RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service
Russia and Ukraine both held military
exercises on November 24 amid rising tensions prompted by reports of a large
Russian military buildup near the
Ukrainian border that raised fears of a possible invasion.
Russia staged military drills in the Black
Sea, south of Ukraine, saying it needed to
sharpen the combat-readiness of its conventional and nuclear forces because of
what Russia’s Defense Minister Sergei
Shoigu called “the growing activity of NATO
countries near Russia’s borders.”
During the Black Sea drills, Russian warplanes and ships practiced repelling air
attacks on naval bases and responding with
air strikes, Interfax reported.
Ukraine, meanwhile, staged exercises of its
own near its northern frontier, which it said
were meant to beef up preparedness for a
potential spillover of a monthslong migrant
crisis on the border between European
Union member Poland and Belarus.
Kyiv and its Western backers have raised
alarm bells in recent weeks over a Russian
military buildup near Ukraine, whose military intelligence chief claimed on
November 21 that Russia has amassed
92,000 troops near its borders and was
readying an attack for early February.
The Kremlin has called such allegations
“groundless.”
Mr. Shoigu on November 23 complained
that U.S. bombers had rehearsed a nuclear
strike on Russia, coming too close to the
Russian border, drills the Pentagon said
had adhered to international protocols.
Russia seized Ukraine’s Crimean Penin

Corrections

The article “St. John the Baptist Church
celebrates centennial anniversary”
(November 21) incorrectly identified a
musical performance by Melodia Skoryk.
The story should have noted that Myroslav
Skoryk’s “Melody” was performed on the
piano. Additionally, the names Irene
Sawchyn Doll, Kalyna Leschuk and Oksana
Markarova, Ukraine’s ambassador to the
United States, were spelled incorrectly.
Lastly, the story incorrectly listed
Roksolana Leschuk’s position at the
Ukrainian American Cultural Center of New
Jersey (UACCNJ). Ms. Leschuk is the chair
of the UACCNJ’s Board of Directors. The
corrections have been made online.
* * *
The article “Plast Pobratymy hosts 23rd
annual charity golf event” (November 7)
incorrectly reported the lowest, winning
score of the competition. It was in fact
minus 12. The correction has been made
online.

sula in March 2014, and has been backing
separatists in eastern Ukraine in an ongoing conflict that has claimed more than
13,200 lives since April 2014.
The United States and NATO have reaffirmed their support for Ukraine including
through warship maneuvers this month in
the Black Sea and a delivery of U.S. patrol
boats to the Ukrainian Navy.
Ukraine’s Border Guard Service, meanwhile, held what it called a “special operation” at the border with Belarus on
November 24, including drone exercises
and military drills for anti-tank and airborne units amid concerns that a migrant
crisis at the Polish-Belarusian frontier
could spill into Ukrainian territory.
The service said in a statement that the
operation is part of measures to “increase
the protection and defense of the Ukrainian
border in order to prevent a migration crisis and combat illegal activities.”
The operation was conducted jointly with
the National Guard, the National Police and
the Armed Forces, the service said.
Volodymyr Nikiforenko, the deputy head
of the Border Guard Service, said the main
task of the operation was to prevent illegal
migrants from crossing the state border
and entering Ukraine.
Kyiv has also voiced worries that the
border with Belarus, a close Russian ally,
could be used by Russia to stage a military
assault.
Ukraine has deployed 8,500 troops and
police officers to guard its border with
Belarus, aiming to prevent possible
attempts by migrants to breach the frontier.
It also said some of its airborne units
carried out paratrooper jumps in the
southern Mykolayiv region, near the country’s main seaport of Odesa and Russianoccupied Crimea.
Amid the rising tensions in the region,
the U.S. and Russian top military officers
spoke over the phone on November 23.
Gen. Valery Gerasimov, chief of the
Russian General Staff, and Gen. Mark Milley,
chairman of the U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff,
discussed “current questions of international security,” Russia’s Defense Ministry
said in a statement on November 23.
The U.S. Department of Defense confirmed the call, saying in a statement that
Messrs. Gerasimov and Milley discussed
“security-related issues of concern.”
The Russian Defense Ministry and the
Pentagon did not provide further details.
(With reporting by Reuters and AP)
Copyright 2021, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW,
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-borderoperation-belarus/31576562.html).
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U.S., Russian military chiefs discuss Ukraine
The United States’ and Russia’s top military officers spoke over the phone on
November 23, amid heightened Western
concerns over Russian military moves near
the Ukrainian border. Kyiv and its Western
backers have raised alarm bells in recent
days over a Russian military buildup near
Ukraine, whose military intelligence chief
claimed on November 21 that Russia has
amassed 92,000 troops near its borders
and was readying an attack in early
February. The Kremlin has called such allegations “groundless.” Russia seized
Ukraine’s Crimean Peninsula in March
2014, and has been backing separatists in
two of Ukraine’s eastern provinces in an
ongoing conflict that has claimed more
than 13,200 lives since April 2014. Gen.
Valery Gerasimov, chief of the Russian
General Staff, and Gen. Mark Milley, chairman of the U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff, discussed “current questions of international
security,” Russia’s Defense Ministry said in
a statement on November 23. The U.S.
Department of Defense confirmed the call,
saying in a statement that Messrs.
Gerasimov and Milley discussed “securityrelated issues of concern.” “The phone call
is a continuation of communication
between both leaders to ensure risk reduction and operational de-confliction,” it said.
The Russian Defense Ministry and the
Pentagon did not provide further details.
Earlier in the day, two patrol boats given to
the Ukrainian Navy by the United States
arrived at the Black Sea port of Odesa
aboard a cargo ship, the Ukrainian Defense
Ministry said. Earlier this month, the U.S.
Embassy in Kyiv said the two Island-class
patrol boats were “part of the more than
$2.5 billion in security assistance the U.S.
has provided Ukraine since 2014.” “The
vessels will help strengthen Ukraine’s maritime security and bolster the Ukrainian
Navy’s interoperability with NATO,” it said.
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said on
November 23 that any U.S. moves to send
more hardware and military advisers to
Ukraine would only raise tensions further.
During a visit to Washington last week,
Ukrainian Defense Minister Oleksiy
Reznikov said he had requested increased
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U.S. military assistance. Mr. Reznikov
declined to name the weapons he had
requested, saying only that in order “to
stop [Russian] aggression, we need to show
the cost will be too high.” (RFE/RL, with
reporting by AFP, TASS, and RFE/RL’s
Ukrainian Service)

U.S. imposes sanctions over NS2 project

The United States has announced further sanctions related to the Nord Stream 2
gas pipeline, citing Russian-linked
Transadria Ltd. and its Marlin vessel. A
November 22 statement by Secretary of
State Antony Blinken said the action “is in
line with the United States’ continuing
opposition to the Nord Stream 2 pipeline
and the U.S. government’s continued compliance with the Protecting Europe’s
Energy Security Act of 2019 (PEESA).”
“With today’s action, the administration
has now sanctioned eight persons and
identified 17 of their vessels as blocked
property pursuant to PEESA in connection
with Nord Stream 2.” The statement said
sanctions will be placed on Transadria
under the act and that the Marlin will be
considered “blocked property,” without
providing specific details. The controversial $11 billion natural-gas pipeline runs
under the Baltic Sea from Russia to
Germany. Russia has said it is ready to
begin shipping gas through the pipeline,
which was completed in September, but
German and European regulators must
first complete a lengthy approval process.
Germany on November 16 announced it
was suspending the approval process
because the Swiss-based consortium
behind the Russian pipeline needed to
form a German subsidiary in order to
secure an operating license. The United
States, Ukraine, and several members of
the European Union oppose the Nord
Stream 2 pipeline on the grounds that it
endangers European energy security. The
pipeline would also deprive Ukraine of crucial transit fees. Still, some European countries, including Germany, say the pipeline is
vital to secure energy supplies amid surging prices. The pipeline operator, Swissbased Nord Stream 2 AG, is owned by
(Continued on page 10)
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UWC takes Russia to European Court of Human Rights
Ukrainian World Congress
STRASBOURG, France – The Registry of
the European Court of Human Rights
(ECHR) has accepted for consideration the
application of the Ukrainian World
Congress (UWC) on violations by the
Russian Federation of the Convention for
the Protection of Human Rights and
Fundamental Freedoms.

Ukraine to add...
(Continued from page 1)
after current owner, Odesa-based property
developer Adnan Kivan, announced he was
firing the entire staff on November 8 for
“reformatting” and expansion into the
Ukrainian, Russian and Arabic languages.
Mr. Kivan insisted the move was needed
to usher the newspaper into an evolutionary
direction in line with his vision. Most of the
fired journalists subsequently accused him
of infringing on the newspaper’s editorial
independence, allegations he denies, and
forged ahead to launch a new publication.
The Kyiv Post’s paywall has been lifted,
but the newsfeed has remained dormant
since it was shuttered.
Since Mr. Chenier’s re-appointment, at
least two former editorial staff members
have accused him of inappropriate behavior during his previous stint as CEO that
bordered on sexual harassment, charges he
vehemently denied to The Ukrainian
Weekly.
Former Kyiv Post reporter and Briton
Isobel Koshiw said in a November 20
Facebook post that “he [Mr. Chenier]
walked into the newsroom and shouted triumphantly, ‘Every woman in this room
wants to f--- me!’”
In the same post, Ms. Isobel wrote about
the CEO selling “fake Rolex watches from
China” and using “KP [Kyiv Post] money to
fly (business class Lufthansa) to the
Toronto film festival to interview Jennifer
Lawrence. He filmed the whole obnoxious
episode for his YouTube channel before losing the KP owned camera.”
Mr. Chenier also denies misappropriating money at the Kyiv Post or selling watches from the newspaper’s premises.
Former Kyiv Post social media editor
Iryna Savchuk, who worked for the newspaper when the CEO was there, told The
Ukrainian Weekly she felt “angry” and had
a sense of “annoyance” because of what Mr.
Chenier told women.
“It was a less of a harassment issue. … I
didn’t like him because he was self-centered, … he made me feel that I did not
respect him for what he said … and how it
can be said in a managerial position,” she
added.
Former deputy chief editor Olga
Rudenko, who is now the chief editor of
The Kyiv Independent, said she doesn’t
recall receiving sexual harassment reports
in 2016-2018 on behalf of Mr. Chenier.
He, in turn, called the allegations “outlandish,” while adding that the Kyiv Post
will maintain its values of independent
reporting as a reliable news source in
Ukraine.
“Who would be stupid enough to walk

These violations result from the decision
on July 11, 2019, by the Office of the
Prosecutor General of the Russian
Federation declaring the activities of the
UWC as undesirable on the territory of the
Russian Federation.
The UWC challenged this decision in all
judicial instances available to it in the
Russian Federation; however, its claims
were denied.
into a room in front of everyone and say
such things? I had a going away party there,
yet apparently I’m a sexual predator. I’m
happily married and have two kids,” Mr.
Chenier said.
He added that after the allegations were
aired, “I had to call my parents and talk to
my teenage daughter to address these allegations. … It’s such garbage.”
Regarding misappropriating money, Mr.
Chenier, a Canadian who has resided in
Ukraine for most of the last two decades,
said that his much-publicized flight to
Canada was paid for by the airline, and the
rental car he used was also paid for as part
of a promotional agreement to describe his
journey in a video blog.
During the trip “I used my own money,”
he said, while adding that he took a “salary
cut” so that staff wouldn’t get fired.
Regarding selling watches out of his office,
Mr. Chenier admitted to buying, not selling,
a replica Rolex watch from a vendor who
visited the premises.
The Kyiv Independent

The publication’s new name and logo
designed by the fired Kyiv Post editorial
team was unveiled on November 21
through their epynomous Facebook and
Twitter pages. Ms. Rudenko heads the staff
remotely from Chicago where she is attending a fellowship program through midDecember.
The group has already raised nearly
$5,000 in monthly pledges from more than
400 patrons on the crowdfunding platform
Patreon as of November 24. A fundraising
goal of $10,300 has also been launched on
the GoFundMe platform.
“As we embark on this new project,
we’re taking the best of the Kyiv Post legacy
with us,” the group’s Facebook page says.
“We vow to serve as the true, independent
voice of Ukraine. But we can only do it
together with you.”
More English-language news

NV announced on November 22 that it is
rolling out an English-language version of
its website.
“The project will be headed by a native
speaker, a former Kyiv Post editor and veteran,” NV chief editor Mr. Sych said on
Facebook. “We have plenty of content produced in Ukrainian and Russian – news,
analytical stories, opinions, Q&As – that
will be translated, edited to proper English
and uploaded on a separate site within NV.”
As such, NV is looking to complete its
English-language team with a managing
editor, translators and a proofreader.
NV is owned by Czech investment banker and property developer Tomas Fiala,
who in May bought the popular online
news publication Ukrainska Pravda.

Courtesy of The Kyiv Independent

The new name and logo of The Kyiv Independent, an English-language news publication that is being launched by the dismissed editorial staff of the recently shuttered
Kyiv Post newspaper.

On August 26, the UWC sent an application to the ECHR with the following complaints:
The decision of the Office of the Prose
cutor General of the Russian Federation
violated UWC’s rights guaranteed by
Articles 11 (“Freedom of assembly and
association”), 13 (“Right to an effective
remedy”) and 18 (“Limitation on use of
restrictions on rights”) of the Convention
for the Protection of Human Rights and
Fundamental Freedoms; and
The persecution of Sergii Vynnyk, as evidenced by the imposition of administrative
liability on him, as well as the attempt to
impose criminal liability on him for cooperating with the UWC, namely for representing its interests before the courts of the
Russian Federation, is a violation of these
articles of the Convention.
“The decision of the Registry of the
ECHR is a positive development, and we
are confident that the European Court of

FOR THE RECORD

Human Rights will decide in UWC’s favor
that the July 11, 2019, decision by the
Office of the Prosecutor General of the
Russian Federation was illegal and violated the rights of the UWC under the
Convention for the Protection of Human
Rights and Fundamental Freedoms,” said
Eugene Czolij, chair of the Committee on
the Protection of Rights of the Ukrainian
World Congress and its network.
“Russia must be held accountable for
their countless and gross human rights
violations against its very large ethnic
Ukrainian community. This is ethnocide
against the Ukrainian people in Russia
and the occupied territories of Donbas
and Crimea,” said UWC President Paul
Grod.
“Russia has shuttered almost all
Ukrainian organizations, schools, cultural
centers, and continues to engage in the
persecution of Ukrainian community leaders,” Mr. Grod said.

White House issues statement
on the Holodomor
The following statement was released
by the White House on November 24.

selves to the constant work of preventing
such tragedies in the future and lifting up
those who are suffering under the yoke of
Each November we solemnly honor tyranny today.
and pay tribute to the millions of innoThe Ukrainian people overcame the
cent Ukrainians who suffered and per- horror of the Holodomor, demonstrating
ished during the Holodomor – “death by their spirit and resilience, and eventually
hunger” – in 1932 and 1933. The men, creating a free and democratic society. As
women and children who lost their lives we remember the pain and the victims of
during this famine were victims of the the Holodomor, the United States also
brutal policies and deliberate acts of the reaffirms our commitment to the people
regime of Joseph Stalin. This month, as of Ukraine today and our unwavering
we commemorate those whose lives support for the sovereignty and territoriwere taken, let us also recommit our- al integrity of Ukraine.

Sen. Warner calls Putin’s actions a threat
to peace, stability of Europe, world

disinformation and cybercrime, its support of Belarus’ dictatorship, its crackdown on dissent at home and its latest
armed buildup around Ukraine, Russia’s
government is playing a dangerous
Vladimir Putin’s aggressive rhetoric game. The Biden Administration must
and actions are a threat to the peace and work with our allies to demonstrate to
stability of Europe and the world. From Mr. Putin that further actions to destabiRussia’s continued occupation of eastern lize Europe’s security will bring about
Ukraine and Crimea, to its weaponiza- devastating consequences for Russia’s
tion of gas supplies to Europe, its ongo- economy and its further isolation from
ing malign campaign of misinformation, the civilized world.
The following statement was released
on November 22 by U.S. Sen. Mark R.
Warner (D-Va.), chairman of the Senate
Select Committee on Intelligence.

Imposition of further sanctions
in connection with NS2

The following statement, attributed to
U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken,
was released by the U.S. State Depart
ment on November 22.
The Department of State has submitted a report to Congress pursuant to the
Protecting Europe’s Energy Security Act
of 2019 (PEESA), as amended. The
report lists two vessels and one Russialinked entity, Transadria Ltd., involved in
the Nord Stream 2 pipeline. Transadria
Ltd. will be sanctioned under PEESA,
and its vessel, the Marlin, will be identified as blocked property.
Today’s report is in line with the
United States’ continuing opposition to

the Nord Stream 2 pipeline and the U.S.
government’s continued compliance
with PEESA. With today’s action, the
administration has now sanctioned
eight persons and identified 17 of their
vessels as blocked property pursuant to
PEESA in connection with Nord Stream
2.
Even as the administration continues
to oppose the Nord Stream 2 pipeline,
including via our sanctions, we continue
to work with Germany and other allies
and partners to reduce the risks posed
by the pipeline to Ukraine and frontline
NATO and EU countries and to push back
against harmful Russian activities,
including in the energy sphere.
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The 30th anniversary of Ukraine’s independence referendum

Recalling the national referendum on Ukrainian independence of December 1, 1991
Thirty years ago, on December 1, 1991, an overwhelming
majority of Ukrainian citizens – more than 90 percent –
voted yes in a national referendum that asked whether
Ukraine should be an independent country. On the occasion
of the 30th anniversary of that referendum, The Ukrainian
Weekly asked attorney Bohdan Shandor, who was in Ukraine
during that momentous time, to document his recollections
of the period leading up to, during and after the historic vote.
Mr. Shandor, a former two term president and board
member of the Ukrainian American Bar Association (UABA),
served at the invitation of the Verkhovna Rada and Ministry
of Foreign Affairs as one of only 57 official international
observers of the referendum.
The following is the first of a three-part series of articles
on the topic. Part 1 describes events leading up to the referendum. Part 2 covers the events of December 1, 1991, and
immediately afterward, while part 3 explores the long-term
impact of the referendum on Ukraine.

Part 1
by Bohdan Shandor
The circumstances of Ukraine’s independence 30 years
ago are very unique in the history of independence movements in the world because the defining event in Ukraine
was not the declaration of independence itself, as was the
case for the American colonies in 1776, but rather the vote
on the all-Ukraine referendum and election held on
December 1, 1991, at which time the people of Ukraine
voted and ratified the declaration of independence by the
Verkhovna Rada on August 24, 1991. The referendum and
election were seen by international observers to have been
“fair and democratic.”
In October 1990, I attended the first organizational
meeting of the First World Congress of Ukrainian Jurists
held in Kyiv. The prior month, I travelled to Moscow and
Leningrad and found enormous differences between the
two capital cities at this tumultuous time. As a founding
member and past president of the Ukrainian American Bar
Association (UABA), I travelled to Kyiv as a UABA representative. During the course of our meetings and deliberations, I got to know a number of prominent Ukrainian
jurists, among them Serhiy Holovaty. Mr. Holovaty was
serving in Ukraine’s Verkhovna Rada and was a member of
the Foreign Affairs Committee and represented a district
which included parts of Kyiv. He was also a founding member of Rukh and had publicly resigned his membership in
the Communist Party of Ukraine following the creation of
Rukh, an act of courage that today cannot be overstated.
He was bright, well-educated and a true believer in democracy, which would prove to be extremely important as
events unfolded leading up to independence.
Today, three decades later, very few people recall that
the referendum on December 1, 1991, was in fact the second referendum on independence to take place that year
in Ukraine. The independence movement in the Baltics
proved deadly to supporters when Russian President
Mykhail Gorbachev sent Russian special forces into
Vilnius, Lithuania, on January 11-13, 1991, to seize radio
and TV broadcasting stations. Today, these events are
known in Lithuania as “Bloody Sunday.” Eleven civilians
were reportedly killed and hundreds injured. Gorbachev’s
shining image in the West was seriously tainted, especially
since he had received the Nobel Peace Prize only a few
months earlier in October 1990.
Fearing a repeat of the Baltics in the USSR and wanting
to fix his “democracy” credentials, Gorbachev organized
the first USSR referendum on March 17, 1991, in an effort
to preserve the Soviet Union.
Gorbachev’s referendum did not ask the voters of
Ukraine or the other 11 non-Baltic republics that comprised the USSR about independence or sovereignty; rather, the question asked them whether they wanted to preserve the Soviet Union. By not providing voters with an
alternative choice, the referendum passed throughout the
USSR, including Ukraine. The following month, the
Verkhovna Rada made its position clear when it passed a
declaration of Ukrainian sovereignty. This followed similar
declarations by the Baltic Republics the previous year.
In late-June 1991, I travelled to Kyiv on unrelated business but took advantage of the opportunity while there to
meet individually with Mr. Holovaty and other Rukh members of parliament, including Dr. Valeriy Iwasiuk, Ivan

Courtesy of Bohdan Shandor

A letter of invitation to serve as an international election
observer, dated November 26, 1991, was sent to members of the Ukrainian American Bar Association at the
request of Ukraine’s Verkhovna Rada and the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs of the Ukrainian SSR.

The letter in which Bohdan Shandor responded to
attorney Juriy Ayvazian in Kyiv to confirm the arrival
of international election observers Mark Helmke, Levko
Mazur and Bohdan Shandor in Kyiv on November 29,
1991.

Drach and Dmytro Pavlychko, chair of the Foreign Affairs
Committee, among others. Each of these discussions was
multifaceted but included the timing of a declaration of
independence, the need for international observers, likely
responses by the Russian Soviets and even future legislative issues like the privatization of property, land and the
like. I indicated I would return in the fall once the
Verkhovna Rada had taken some further action on independence, although there were no plans or assurances as
to when that might happen.
August 1991 began with a much-anticipated visit to
Kyiv by U.S. President George H.W. Bush. Much has been
written about this visit, which lasted less than 24 hours
and effectively concluded with what has come to be known
as the “Chicken Kyiv” speech. There are several things that
the people of Ukraine, who were universally disappointed,
learned that day: Mr. Bush was nothing like his predecessor, Ronald Reagan; Ukraine could not count on the United
States for even moral support in its quest for independence; and Ukraine would need to set its own course if it
were to become independent. Mr. Bush’s speech directly
affected Ukraine’s declaration of independence, which
occurred just 23 days later.
As August progressed, events in Moscow were proceeding into deep crisis and chaos. On August 19, 1991, events
in Moscow and elsewhere in Russia reached a breaking
point as Communist hardliners in the ministries and KGB
attempted a coup by arresting Gorbacev at his seaside
villa. By August 24 the attempted coup d’état was over, but
it left an indelible mark on Ukraine. The “center” in
Moscow could no longer be trusted. This sentiment had
been growing in Ukraine among Communist officials and
their supporters since the explosion of the Chornobyl
nuclear reactor and the subsequent attempted cover up by
Soviet authorities in April 1986.
Ukraine was now set for independence and the country’s declaration of independence refers to the failed
putsch in its first paragraph. I know of no other instance in
history where a country’s declaration of independence
cites another country’s attempted overthrow. The vote in
the Rada was an overwhelming 321-2 in favor of independence, with disillusioned Communists joining Rukh members to pass the declaration. The Rada also passed a law
that set December 1, 1991, as the day for the “All Ukraine
Referendum and First Presidential Election.” This was the
day when the Ukrainian people would vote to ratify or
reject the declaration of independence.
In October 1991, I was in Kyiv and present in the gallery
of the Verkhovna Rada when parliament passed the “Law
on Nationality and Citizenship,” which stipulated that
every person on the territory of Ukraine on that day,
October 24, 1991, was automatically a citizen of Ukraine.

That evening there were huge fireworks displays and celebrations throughout Kyiv. It was truly an electrifying and
memorable moment in Ukraine’s history.
I had an opportunity to meet again with members of the
Rada, including Mr. Holovaty, who informed me that there
was a clear desire to have international observers present
for the referendum and that the UABA would receive a formal invitation. In November 1991, Myroslaw Smorodsky,
president of the UABA, received a formal invitation by fax
from the Verhovna Rada to send observers to monitor the
referendum and election. After receiving the invitation Mr.
Smorodsky and I canvassed the UABA membership, but no
one was able or willing to travel to Kyiv and forgo the
Thanksgiving holiday, which fell on November 28, only
three days before the referendum. Another possible reason for the reluctance to attend may be that there was
really no clear indication at that time of how Ukraine
might vote given the support shown in Ukraine for “preserving” the Soviet Union in Gorbachev’s All-Soviet
Referendum earlier in March. It’s also possible that, given
Gorbachev’s use of force in the Baltics, international
observers may have feared similar violence in Ukraine.
Not wanting to go alone, I contacted my friend Lewko
Mazur, who immediately agreed to be an observer and join
me on the trip to Kyiv. Mr. Mazur suggested I contact Mark
Helmke, president of the prominent Washington, D.C., lobbying firm of Robinson, Lake, Leher and Montgomery. Mr.
Helmke had an excellent understanding of Ukraine, having
previously worked on Capitol Hill as communications
director and foreign policy advisor to Sen. Richard Lugar,
chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee. Mr.
Helmke, who had also previously served as a foreign election observer, unhesitatingly agreed to join us. Although
relatively small, our UABA delegation of three was set.
I stayed in contact with Mr. Helmke leading up to our
departure for Ukraine and was excited to learn that Sen.
Lugar was preparing to lead a bi-partisan group of United
States Senators and members of Congress to form an official U.S. delegation. The delegation included Sens. Dennis
DeConcini, Carl Levin and Sam Nunn; and Reps. Hamilton
Fish and Louise Slaughter, among others. Unfortunately,
the delegation never visited Ukraine because about one
week before the referendum, the representative of the
Ukrainian S.S.R. to the United Nations, Hennadii Udovenko,
personally travelled to Washington, D.C., and met with Sen.
Lugar. According to Mr. Helmke, Mr. Udovenko told Sen.
Lugar that any Congressional observer delegation to
Ukraine “will be viewed most unfavorably by Moscow.”
On November 24, 1991, Mr. Mazur and I boarded a
Lufthansa plane for Frankfurt and then to Kyiv. Mr. Helmke
travelled from Washington, D.C., and meet us in Kyiv. None
of us knew what to expect once we got there.
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UNA announces Maria and Taras Slevinsky
Scholarship for students studying nursing
by Eugene Serba
The Scholarship Committee of the Ukrainian National
Association (UNA) is pleased to announce the establishment of a new scholarship for students. The Maria and
Taras Slevinsky Scholarship will provide students who
are studying nursing full time $1,000 per year.
Eligibility for the new scholarship includes the following criteria: 1) students must have a UNA qualifying policy; 2) students must be studying nursing full time; 3) students must be enrolled as full-time undergraduate students at an accredited college or university in the United
States or Canada; and 4) students must submit a completed UNA scholarship application and provide a brief essay.
The scholarship is named in honor of Maria and Taras
Slevinsky. Mr. Slevinsky passed away in July in
Connecticut. His wife of over 70 years, Maria Slevinsky,
and his granddaughter, Lydia Kowinko, chose to honor Mr.
Slevinsky by establishing a UNA scholarship in Mr.
Slevinsky’s name. Mr. Slevinsky was a secretary of UNA
Branch 93 in Bridgeport, Conn., and was active in the
Ukrainian community in Connecticut. The UNA’s
Scholarship Committee extended a special thank you to
the Slevinsky family for establishing the Maria and Taras
Slevinsky Scholarship.
The UNA has a long history of supporting students in
their academic studies. The organization’s first scholarships were small stipends awarded to promising students
to help them attain a better future. A formal scholarship

program for student members was established in 1964.
With the addition of the Maria and Taras Slevinsky
Scholarship, the UNA now has 12 Special Scholarships in
addition to UNA Awards, which are based on the applicant’s year of study.
In addition to scholarships, the UNA offers a number of
options for both parents and grandparents to assist with
handling the cost of higher education for their children.
Most popular are endowment policies that provide insurance protection and at maturity allow students to use the
funds for college expenses. In addition, the UNA offers a
Coverdell Education Savings Account that allows up to
$2,000 per year to be placed in an account that will grow
tax free. Withdrawals from the account can be made up to
age 30 for a student’s qualified educational expenses.
Parents, grandparents, aunts and uncles are encouraged to enroll their children in the UNA in order to take
advantage of the UNA’s scholarships. To discuss available
UNA products or options for college funding, readers are
encouraged to contact the UNA or visit the UNA’s website,
www.unainc.org, where they can see a listing of all of the
UNA scholarships and the requirements for student applications. For more information, readers may contact Maria
Drich, 973-292-9800, ext. 3035.
The deadline for 2022-2023 applications on all scholarship awards is June 1, 2022.
Eugene Serba, MBA, is the second vice president of the
UNA and the chair of the UNA’s Scholarship Committee.
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S tatement
The Ukrainian National Association
exists:

•

to promote the principles of
fraternalism;

•

to preserve the Ukrainian,
Ukrainian American and
Ukrainian Canadian heritage and
culture; and

• to provide quality financial

services and products to its members.

As a fraternal insurance society,
the Ukrainian National
Association reinvests its earnings
for the benefit of its members
and the Ukrainian community.
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The 30th anniversary of Ukraine’s
independence referendum

Thirty years ago, on December 1, 1991, citizens of Ukraine took a momentous
step – one that many people around the world had only ever dreamed of – and they
voted in favor of independence. The front-page story by Chrystyna Lapychak in the
December 8, 1991, edition of The Ukrainian Weekly noted that “an overwhelming
majority of Ukrainian citizens – 90.32 percent – voted ‘yes’ in a December 1 referendum on independence … President [Leonid] Kravchuk took his oath of office to the
people of Ukraine with his hand placed on two documents: Ukraine’s current
Constitution and the Act of the Declaration of Independence of Ukraine.”
The editorial in that same issue of The Weekly noted that “the overwhelming 90
percent vote for independence on Sunday, December 1, testifies to the fact that after
centuries of oppression, centuries of Russification and decades of communism, the
people are slowly waking up from a deep slumber that kept them complacent, passive and at times even indifferent to their fate, to their future.”
The editorial went on to say that, “Superficially, it may look like the road to independence was smooth; it may seem that Ukraine benefitted from circumstances beyond
its control. … But, Ukraine’s independence, its ongoing evolution into a full-fledged
nation-state, is built on the bones of its ancestors. Over the centuries many great patriots worked toward the emergence of a free Ukraine. In this century alone, millions fell
victim to Stalin’s policies of collectivization and destruction of the intelligentsia and
churches, millions died at the hands of both Nazi and Communist oppressors.”
Indeed, as we reflect on and celebrate the 30th anniversary of the referendum on
Ukrainian independence, we should also remember that the quest for democracy
and self-rule among the Ukrainian people dates back centuries. This is an important
point to remember, as various anti-Ukrainian propagandists – chief among them
Russian President Vladimir Putin – continue to do everything in their power to convince the world that Ukraine is and has always been but a vassal of the Russian
Federation. Mr. Putin would have us believe that Ukrainian independence was a mistake and that historically the Ukrainian and Russian people are one and the same.
We certainly expect that Mr. Putin will continue to do everything in his power to subvert Ukrainian democracy, as well as its sovereignty and territorial integrity.
In an article posted on the web site of the National Constitution Center, Dr.
Richard Beeman, a professor of history and dean of the College of Arts and Sciences
at the University of Pennsylvania, wrote the following: “There is a story, often told,
that upon exiting the Constitutional Convention Benjamin Franklin was approached
by a group of citizens asking what sort of government the delegates had created. His
answer was: ‘A republic, if you can keep it.’ The brevity of that response should not
cause us to under-value its essential meaning: democratic republics are not merely
founded upon the consent of the people; they are also absolutely dependent upon
the active and informed involvement of the people for their continued good health.”
As Ukrainians around the world rightly and proudly celebrate the 30th anniversary of Ukraine’s independence referendum, we must also remember that the job of
preserving democracy and freedom in any country is never done, and we urge
Ukraine’s allies around the globe to continue to fight for and support a free and democratic Ukraine. Slava Ukraini! Heroyam slava!

Dec.

Turning the pages back...

1

Eighty-eight years ago, on December 1, 1933, The Ukrainian
Weekly’s editorial commented on the success of anti-Soviet demonstrations that were organized by Ukrainians throughout the
United States, protesting the Soviet-orchestrated genocidal famine in Ukraine (or Holodomor as it is now known).
The protests, the editorial underscored, “brought vividly
before the consciousness of America the fact that there is a certain nation known as
Ukraine, which although obscured, persecuted, denationalized and deliberately starved by
its oppressors, maintains intact nevertheless its nationality, and is determined more than
ever before – notwithstanding the tremendous sacrifices made – to achieve that to which
it is rightfully entitled – freedom and independence.”
A major factor in the success of these protests was attributed to American youth of
Ukrainian descent, who marched side by side with their elders and took an active role in
the various preparatory committees.
The role of Ukrainian youth, the editorial added, had become increasingly evident in
this protest action, as well as other Ukrainian manifestations and activities.
Ukraine’s struggle for freedom against overpowering odds served as the crux of the
youth’s engagement and mobilization.
“And this feeling of our youth seems also to have been transmitted to the American people, whose attention is being directed to Ukraine’s fight for freedom by these protests and
by the part that the American-Ukrainian youth takes in them – sees in Ukraine’s struggle
for an ideal-freedom, a reflection of their ancestors’ struggle in the dark days of Valley
Forge,” the editorial highlighted.
“Thus, we see that these Ukrainian anti-Soviet demonstrations have had a two-fold beneficial effect, namely – strengthening the unity of opinion and action of our AmericanUkrainian youth concerning the aspirations of the Ukrainian nation to free itself from foreign dominion; and secondly, gaining the attention and the sympathies of the American
people towards the Ukrainian people and their cause,” the editorial said.
Diaspora youth of Ukrainian descent continue to play a vital role in the struggle to raise
awareness about Ukraine, its historical lessons for the world and the consequences of
inaction. As Ukrainians mark the 88th anniversary of the Holodomor of 1932-1933, youth
of Ukrainian descent continue to be prepared to take on leadership roles within the community to serve as their forbearers did for the next generation.

1933

Source: “A Success,” The Ukrainian Weekly, December 1, 1933.
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Remembering Maj. Gen. Nicholas Krawciw
by Ihor Rudko
It is with great sadness that members of
the Ukrainian American Veterans mourn
the passing on September 29 of brother-inarms Maj. Gen. Nicholas S. H. Krawciw, who
was born in Lviv on November 28, 1935.
Mr. Krawciw graduated from the United
States Military Academy in West Point, N.Y.,
in 1959. Among the first in his class to
deploy to Vietnam in 1963, he was
ambushed and severely wounded while in
the Vietnam War. Mr. Krawciw returned to
Vietnam for a second tour in 1970.
He worked with the Israelis in 1972
prior to the Yom Kippur War.
In 1987, Mr. Krawciw became the commanding general of the U.S. Army’s 3rd
Infantry Division, which he prepared for
Operation Desert Storm.
In 1989, Mr. Krawciw became director of
NATO policy in the Office of the Secretary of
Defense. He retired on July 1, 1990, having
served in the Army for 31 years.
In 1992, Mr. Krawciw was handpicked to
go to Ukraine to help reorganize, restructure and reeducate the Ukrainian Army. As
senior military representative to Ukraine,
he helped convert the Ukrainian Army into
a modern military force and established
programs for talented Ukrainian officers
and non-commissioned officers to attend
United States military schools. It is a program that successfully continues today.
As president at the Hoover Institution at

Courtesy of UAV

Maj. Gen. Nicholas S.H. Krawciw
Stanford from 1995 to 2005, he was director of concepts and doctrine in combat
development, and he revolutionized the
way the Army fought, resulting in subsequent victories in Operation Just Cause
(Panama), Operation Desert Storm and
Operation Iraqi Freedom. In 2006, he was
awarded the highly selective and prestigious West Point Distinguished Graduate
Award for his decades of service to the
United States.
(Continued on page 12)

Honoring those who exposed
the Holodomor and Stalin’s fake news
by Bohdan Nahaylo

Every November, Ukrainians around the
world traditionally honor the victims of the
Holodomor of 1932-1933, the genocidal
terror-famine inflicted by the Stalin regime
on the Ukrainian people. They also remember the role of the courageous handful of
foreign journalists who witnessed and
exposed this terrible crime.
From the early 1980s into the 1990s, the
English journalist Malcolm Muggeridge
was regarded as the principal foreign witness of the Holodomor. But during the last
15 years the role of Welshman Gareth Jones
has been “rediscovered.” And, even more
recently, a third analogous figure in this
story – the no less remarkable Canadian
Rhea Clyman – has also been retrieved
from underserved obscurity.
The work of James Mace, Robert Conquest,
Timothy Snyder, Anne Applebaum and others, including numerous Ukrainian scholars,
has set the historical record straight and
helped to fill in a massive blank spot deliberately maintained by the Kremlin both in
Soviet and post-Soviet times.
Jones was the subject of a 2019 drama
film by Oscar-nominated Polish film director Agnieszka Holland. It helped ensure
that Jones will be remembered and that the
Holodomor will become more universally
known as the genocide it was. But the
belated recognition given to Jones should
not eclipse the contributions of Muggeridge
and Clyman.
All three were young, liberal and idealistic when they experienced the realities of
the Soviet Union in the early 1930s. They
did not know each other beforehand, but
came to the same conclusion about the

Stalinist Soviet empire – it was not the new
social paradise, as so many naïve Western
left-wing and liberal intellectuals were
duped into believing it could be by Soviet
propagandists. Instead, they learned it was
a horrendous totalitarian system that
crushed not only social classes but also
entire nations.
All three took great risks to venture out
of Moscow in order to see for themselves
what was happening in Ukraine. The
majority of foreign journalists, such as the
infamous Pulitzer Prize-winner Walter
Duranty of The New York Times, preferred
the comfort and benefit of parroting the
official Soviet line that there was no deliberate famine or repression in Ukraine or
elsewhere, just temporary “difficulties” justifiable in the name of progress.
Muggeridge, Jones and Clyman were
courageous and principled and did what
real journalists are supposed to do: on
hearing reports about famine in the richest
agricultural areas of the Soviet Union, they
checked for themselves, and, despite the
risks and likely unfavorable reception,
reported honestly about what they saw.
Unfortunately, they became virtually
lone voices crying out in the cynical and
surreal wilderness of their context, when
millions of people were being exterminated
by a deliberately imposed famine used as a
political weapon. It was a time when, as the
American journalist and writer Eugene
Lyons, who himself was based in Moscow
at the time but took longer to express his
disillusionment, put it: “Exaggerated faith
in the Soviet experience had become the
intellectual fashion” in the West.
(Continued on page 9)
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Ukrainian startup...
(Continued from page 1)
site. “They join us on our journey to transform how people and organizations around
the world communicate.”
Grammarly provides its customers with
an online automated writing assistant that
reviews users’ spelling, grammar and punctuation. The company uses artificial intelligence to identify and search for appropriate replacements for writing mistakes. It
also allows users to customize their writing
style and tone, and chose appropriate language for particular contexts.
While Forbes magazine and other news
outlets have reported on the estimated value
of the company and the net worth of two of
its founders – Messrs. Shevchenko and Lytvyn
– the company has disputed those estimates,
though it has not provided any data to show
a different valuation for its cofounders.
“Grammarly is a private company and
does not disclose company ownership distribution or figures,” the company’s communications head Senka Hadzimuratovic
said in an email to Forbes magazine.
The $200 million investment is the largest round of funding in the company’s history. In October 2019, Grammarly raised
$90 million from investors, putting its valuation at $1 billion.
More than 30 million people around the
world use Grammarly every day. Thanks to
the company’s innovations in natural language processing and machine learning,
Grammarly’s algorithms suggest complex
solutions to improve English writing. Over
100 billion writing suggestions are delivered to Grammarly users each month, giving the company’s algorithm more and
more data to further improve its product.
“Grammarly’s real-time suggestions
offer unparalleled contextual grammatical
error correction, ensure consistency,
encourage inclusive language practices,
promote conciseness, and more,” Mr.
Hoover, Grammarly’s CEO, said. “We’ve
invested in making our service available
across more than 500,000 applications and
websites, through various product offerings, such as our browser extensions and
mobile keyboards.”
The company’s business services are
currently used by Zoom, Expedia, Cisco
Systems, Dell Technologies and other large
businesses.
In the future, Grammarly plans to increase
its involvement through partner programs
with other companies, such as Samsung. The
startup will also invest in a developer version
that allows embedding Grammarly services
in different software applications.
Dmytro Lider, who cofounded
Grammarly with Messrs. Shevchenko and
Lytvyn, said that, at the beginning of the
journey, Grammarly focused on the formal
quality of written texts – spelling, punctuation and grammar. But the service has
begun to move beyond such fixes, he said.
“In addition to the correctness of the
writing, we advise on its clarity, engagement and tone. The clarity of statements is
no less important than literacy, because
even a grammatically correct sentence can
be difficult to understand. Monotony and
repetition make even informative writing
boring, so we advise people how they can
improve their writing to, for example,
diversify vocabulary or replace repetitive
terms with synonyms,” Mr. Lider said.
“Grammarly allows you to select the purpose of the message at the beginning of its
creation and shows recommendations
accordingly. With a tone detector, you can
determine how your message is likely to be
perceived by the reader,” Mr. Lider said.
According to the company’s press service, Grammarly has doubled its investment in security over the last two years.
“Our customers can rest assured their
data is safe and secure,” the company said

in a press release.
Mr. Hoover said Grammarly is a profitable company that has been cash-flow positive since its early days, making it somewhat of an exception in the startup world.
“Our business model puts our users first,
because we make money from subscriptions, not from selling data or ads,” Mr.
Hoover said.
Grammarly was founded in 2009 by
three individuals living in Kyiv – Messrs.
Shevchenko, Lytvyn and Lider. At first,
Messrs. Shevchenko and Lytvyn wanted to
develop an online service to check students’ writing for plagiarism.
In the early 2000s, the two men, who
were students at the International
Christian University in Kyiv, saw how some
students plagiarized other people’s work. It
was often difficult for teachers to catch students they believed could be guilty of copying other students’ writing.
As a result, in 2004 Messrs. Shevchenko
and Lytvyn decided to create the
MyDropbox service, which sought to evaluate writing for plagiarism. That service
attracted the attention of many universities
around the world. In 2007, the service was
used on a paid basis by 800 educational
institutions and 2 million students.
In 2007, the technology was acquired by
Blackboard, which at the time was a world
leader of online educational platforms.
According to the terms of the agreement
with Blackboard, Mr. Lytvyn had to work
for the company for two years and ensure
the integration of technological systems
used by both companies.
Per the terms of the agreement, Messrs.
Shevchenko and Lytvyn were not allowed
to create a similar service for two years.
Once that term expired, Messrs. Shev
chenko, Lytvyn and Lider founded Gram
marly in 2009. The men raised the startup
capital by selling MyDropbox.
Over time, the men realized that selling
their product to universities took too much
time and they decided instead to sell their
product to individual customers.
In October 2019, Grammarly was valued
at over $1 billion, making it one of the first
Ukrainian “unicorns” (a company valued at
over $1 billion).
“As the world has digitized, people communicate more than they ever have – yet it
has never been so difficult [to communicate
clearly in writing],” said Peter Singlehurst,
head of the private company Baillie Gifford,
which invested in Grammarly.
“Grammarly is one of the few businesses
in the world focused on solving this problem. What attracted us was the company’s
vision and the team’s ability to drive the
product forward to help more people in
more situations communicate better.
Grammarly’s long-term and ambitious
approach also aligns with our approach to
investing,” Mr. Singlehurst said.
Meanwhile, the CEO of another successful Ukrainian startup, Petcube, Yaroslav
Azhnyuk, said he believes many other
Ukrainian companies are “on their way to
the stars.”
“I’ve been saying this for years – major
global venture funds should invest more in
early-stage startups in Ukraine,” Mr.
Azhnyuk said.
Writing on his Facebook page, Mr. Azh
nyuk said he reminds people that Gram
marly is now the second company born in
Ukraine to have reached a $10 billion valuation in the last few months. Following its
initial public offering, the Ukrainian startup
GitLab is now valued at $17 billion.
In the meantime, Grammarly officials are
celebrating the company’s latest success.
“Grammarly empowers people to realize
the possibilities and advantages that come
with communicating effectively. Today
we’re thankful for our latest milestone!
We’re inspired by the innovations ahead
and the many more people we can help,”
said Mr. Hoover, the Grammarly CEO.
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Witnessing history 30 years ago
Thirty years ago, on December 1, 1991,
an event of monumental consequence
occurred. With 84 percent of eligible voters
in Ukraine going to the polls, an overwhelming 91 percent cast their ballots in
favor of independence. They also elected
Leonid Kravchuk as the country’s president. The emergence of the Soviet Union’s
second largest republic as an independent
state ended any prospects in salvaging an
empire that during its 70-year existence
had inflicted so much death, suffering and
misery on so many. By the end of the
month, the USSR officially ceased to exist.
Working for a U.S. government agency,
the Commission on Security and
Cooperation in Europe, popularly known as
the U.S. Helsinki Commission, two colleagues and I traveled to Ukraine as official
election observers. A link to our report, the
only official, public report by a U.S. governmental entity about this historic event can
be found at the following web address:
https://www.csce.gov/internationalimpact/publications/report-ukraines-referendum-independence-and-presidentialelection.
While contemplating what to write in
connection with the 30th anniversary of
the referendum, I recalled that in addition
to co-writing the Commission’s report, I
had written an article for The Ukrainian
Weekly about my impressions as an
observer. The article represents what I was
seeing, thinking and feeling 30 years ago. It
was written not only from the perspective
of an official representative of the U.S. government, but also as someone who grew up
in a Ukrainian American family and community deeply devoted to the cause of
Ukraine’s independence. What follows is an
edited version of that article, which originally appeared in the January 5, 1992, edition of The Weekly.
December 1 referendum:
impressions of an observer

U.S. television reporters covering
Ukraine’s independence vote had one to
two minutes to cover one of 1991’s major
events. They could not provide a “behindthe-scenes view.” Mindful of the difficulty of
truly conveying the “referendum experience,” I would like to share a few impressions and observations based on my visit
there as one of the official international
observers.
I was among about two dozen accredited
observers from the United States, including
two colleagues from the Helsinki Commis
sion – Michael Ochs, who observed the voting in Lviv, and Heather Hurlburt, who traveled to Kaniv for the referendum. Also present were official observers from Europe,
Canada and former Soviet republics.
Ukrainian republic-wide television was
strongly promoting the importance of the
vote, stressing that a pro-independence
vote was a vote for your children and
grandchildren. I have never witnessed such
“patriotic” television, but it was understandable given that the referendum represented a watershed in Ukrainian history.
On elections eve, prominent Ukrainians
from all walks of life – cultural, religious,
Orest Deychakiwsky may be reached at
odeychak@gmail.com.

political, sports, testified on the air to the
importance of independence. Ukrainian
rock videos of bands such as Hrono and
Komu v Nyz, in a feature called “rock for
independence,” promoted the pro-independence vote on late-night Ukrainian TV on
November 30. A film about the famine
called “Holod 33” by director Oles Yanchuk
was also aired that evening. The streets of
Kyiv were dressed with large banners and
portraits of all the candidates (although the
portraits were taken down on the day of
the elections, consistent with electoral law).
On Friday evening on Ukrainian television the candidates held a roundtable. I
was struck by their ability to respond well
to questions, and wondered if some
American candidates for office would have
been as effective in thinking on their feet.
For the most part, these were accomplished politicians.
At meetings with international observers and with the press, Supreme Council
Chairman Leonid Kravchuk and Foreign
Affairs Minister Anatoliy Zlenko were especially deft at handling themselves. I have
had the opportunity to meet with other foreign affairs ministers of newly democratic
states and think that Mr. Zlenko was very
effective in conveying the Ukrainian position of matters of concern to the West:
human rights, nuclear and conventional
military issues, and economic reform
(especially the debt).
December 1

I visited 10 polling stations in Kyiv and
in four villages north on the road to
Chornobyl on Sunday, December 1, along
with other U.S. governmental observers, as
well as with a representative of Harvard’s
Project on Economic Reform in Ukraine
(PERU), in a car provided to us by the
Presidium of the Supreme Council
(Verkhovna Rada). Indeed, during our
entire stay, the Verkhovna Rada and
Foreign Affairs Ministry prepared an
impressive program for the accredited
international observers which included a
substantial number of briefings with
Ukrainian officials.
We observed elections that were basically free and fair. Nine of the 10 polling stations had Rukh and Republican Party members on the electoral board of observers. We
did witness some irregularities: more than
one person in a booth, and, in a few instances, people presenting the passport and voting for others (usually a spouse). However,
virtually all of the international observers
concluded that these irregularities were a
function of old bad habits rather than any
attempt to manipulate or to defraud, and
that they were not orchestrated. Generally,
voting procedures were quite consistent
among the polling stations and the voting
process was smooth and well run.
Meeting with voters in the four villages
north of Kyiv, I saw that these people were
voting for independence not just because
this was expected of them, but because the
desire for independence was heartfelt. The
voters we met were very warm in their
welcome, curious about America and of our
assessments of events there, and, exhibiting traditional Ukrainian hospitality, insisted on feeding us. I did not meet one person
(Continued on page 15)
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UECC hosts exhibit of Ukrainian musical instruments in miniature form

implanted a sense of cultural identity to a
proud and noble nation.
The greatest human atrocities took place
in the 1930s, when the Soviet government

wanted to eliminate Ukrainian identity and
language by way of the mass murder of various groups of people, among them bandura, kobza and lyric players. The Soviets

organized a conference of the musical art
world with a call to unite their talents.
However, upon arrival, the musicians,
together with children and their guides,
were sent to the outskirts of the city and
killed. Their instruments were burned.
This exhibit of Ukrainian historic musical instruments is dedicated to the memory
of the innocent victims of the Holodomor,
the brutal Soviet genocide of 1932-1933,
and to those who tried to preserve
Ukrainian identity, language and culture
through music.
The exhibition was conceived when the
Chornodolskys were entrusted with a box
of miniature instruments made by
Wolodymyr Pelensky over 50 years ago.
Realizing that these gems needed a public
forum, they set out to prepare this exhibition as an educational opportunity for children and adults who are not overly familiar
with the rich history of Ukrainian musical
instruments. Luba and Andrij Chorno
dolsky prepared the diorama scenes, Lidia
Dychdala sewed the costumes and Irene
Baranyk composed the layouts of the banner and explanatory information.
The exhibit is open to the public at the
UECC, 700 North Cedar Road, Jenkintown,
Pa., until December 12.

“organized,” “administrative,” “deliberate,”
etc., to stress that it was artificial, politically
motivated and designed to instill terror.
The three journalists reported on the
facts as they saw and understood them.
They should not be faulted for not having
had the insight, empathy, knowledge and
understanding to emphasize the Ukrainian
dimension and genocidal nature of Stalin’s
assault against the Ukrainian people.
Such a narrative has taken so long to
emerge because of the large degree of misinformation and fake news that began during Stalin’s rule, but continued long after
and is a bedrock of Russian President
Vladimir Putin’s rule as well. Residual
Russo-centric perceptions and pro-Russian
sympathies in the West have also made it
difficult to raise public awareness about the
truth of the Holodomor. Fortunately, the
emergence of an independent Ukrainian
state and its symbiosis with the Ukrainian
diaspora in this regard has made an enormous difference.
Muggeridge, who later befriended
George Orwell, was also instrumental in
providing an objective idea of the number
of the Holodomor’s victims. Orwell himself wrote in 1938 in a review of Lyons’
book that, “The years that Mr. Lyons spent
in Russia were years of appalling hardship, culminating in the Ukraine famine of
1933, [during] which a number estimated
at not less than 3 million people starved to
death.”
This correspondent interviewed
Muggeridge in early 1983. He provided
access to his papers, which included a
memorandum Lyons wrote to Muggeridge
on December 9, 1937. James Mace had previously asked this correspondent in a letter
dated February 14, 1983, to “ask
Muggeridge if he ever got wind of any
Soviet off-the-record body counts on the
famine.”
Lyons told Muggeridge: “In ‘Assignment
in Utopia,’ I tell how Duranty, returning
from a tour of inspection after the 19321933 famine, told Anne O’Hare McCormick,
myself and others that the famine had
killed many millions. His estimate, I say,
was the largest I had yet heard. In the book
I did not mention the figure he used, but it
was 7 million! Having passed on that figure
to us in private conversation, he went home

and wrote his famous dispatches poohpoohing the famine.”
In these days of widespread fake news,
good, honest journalists deserve to be
appreciated. That these three remarkable
Western journalists did what they did in
the early 1930s and risked their lives to
report about the Holodomor and defy
Stalin’s fake news is all the more deserving
of proper recognition.
In his 1945 essay, “The Prevention of

Literature,” George Orwell wrote, “The fog
of lies and misinformation that surrounds
such subjects as the Ukraine famine, the
Spanish civil war, Russian policy in Poland,
and so forth, is not due entirely to conscious dishonesty,” but what amounts to
active collusion on the part of opinion makers within the Kremlin. This lesson is still
so relevant in today’s circumstances, and
the example of Muggeridge, Jones, and
Clyman is all the more noteworthy.

by Oksana Tarasiuk
JENKINTOWN, Pa. – An exhibition of
Ukrainian historic musical instruments in
miniature form is currently on display at
the Ukrainian Educational and Cultural
Center (UECC) in Jenkintown, Pa. The exhibition opened on November 1 to unusually
popular acclaim and will be open for public
viewing through December 12.
The display, prepared by Luba and
Andrij Chornodolsky, is a tribute to the legacy of the critical role that blind musicians
played in educating generations of
Ukrainians in their rich culture and inculcating in them a sense of national identity
and pride. Each of the dioramas presents
not only a scene but also reference information on various musical instruments,
among them the kobza, bandura, turban,
lira, tsymbaly, sopilka and trembita.
The history of blind bandura players,
itinerant kobza players, lyricists and child
guides (povodari in Ukrainian) dates back
to the 16th century and before. All the
accomplishments and tragedies of the
Kyivan Rus and Cossack eras were embodied in the lyrical sounds of the musical
instruments. Religious, social and historical
themes performed by way of ballads

Honoring...
(Continued from page 6)
All three – Muggeridge, Jones and
Clyman – were products of their time. On
the one hand, as journalists, they were the
best among their lot in terms of professional curiosity, honesty and courage. On the
other, they reflected the prevailing understanding of Russia and the Soviet Union as
synonymous entities and, therefore, were
unaware of, and hence insensitive to, a distinctly Ukrainian dimension.
Muggeridge, for example, knew that the
famine was concentrated in “the Ukraine,”
and what he referred to as the Northern
Caucasus, or southern Russia. He and his
foreign colleagues were ignorant of
Ukraine’s struggle for national self-determination that continued into the 1920s,
albeit adapted to the restrictive conditions
of Soviet rule.
They were unaware that, according to
the 1926 Soviet census, the largest ethnic
group (some data suggest a majority) in the
Kuban region of the North Caucasus, especially around Rostov (which Muggeridge
made a point of visiting), were ethnic
Ukrainians who had just experienced a
temporary period of Ukrainization that was
now being suppressed.
Consequently, Muggeridge, Jones and
Clyman did not grasp the full significance of
what was occurring. They viewed Ukraine
as southern Russia and did not factor in the
nationality issue. Thus, they missed a critical feature of Stalin’s policy at that time. It
was a policy that Ukrainians rightly concluded made the Holodomor a genocidal
assault on their nation, and it was only one
part of Stalin’s war against the recalcitrant
“Russian” peasantry.
In other words, they saw the horror of
what was occurring, but viewed it as simply the culmination of the collectivization
campaign designed to break the resistance
of the rural population of Ukrainians to
Sovietization. The Ukrainian factor as such
was absent from their accounts and analysis.
But Muggeridge, Jones and Clyman crucially understood and subsequently
emphasized that the famine in the USSR
was man-made, and they used the terms

Andrij Chornodolsky

An exhibition of Ukrainian musical instruments currently open at the Ukrainian
Educational and Cultural Center (UECC) in Jenkintown, Pa., includes reference
information on various musical instruments, among them the kobza, bandura, turban, lira, tsymbaly, sopilka and trembita.
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NEWSBRIEFS
(Continued from page 2)
Russian state oil giant Gazprom. The U.S.
administration in May waived the idea of
placing sanctions on the pipeline operator
itself, as well as its German CEO, saying
Russia would complete it regardless of the
economic penalties imposed and in a desire
not to strain U.S.-German relations. That
decision means vessels working on the
pipeline could be hit with sanctions but not
the Russian-owned company that hired
them. To help soften the blow to Ukraine
from the launch of Nord Stream 2, the
United States and Germany agreed to invest
in the country’s alternative energy industry.
“Even as the administration continues to
oppose the Nord Stream 2 pipeline, including via our sanctions, we continue to work
with Germany and other allies and partners to reduce the risks posed by the pipeline to Ukraine and frontline NATO and EU

countries and to push back against harmful
Russian activities, including in the energy
sphere,” Mr. Blinken said in his statement.
(RFE/RL, with reporting by Reuters, NBC,
and dpa)

IMF approves $700 million loan tranche

The International Monetary Fund (IMF)
has approved a second loan tranche worth
nearly $700 million to Ukraine, giving a
boost to President Volodymyr Zelenskyy’s
government as it struggles to meet reform
targets set by the lender. The Washingtonbased organization, considered the world’s
lender of last resort, said on November 22
that the IMF-backed economic program
aims to help Kyiv “address the effects of the
COVID-19 shock, sustain the economic
recovery, and move ahead on important
structural reforms to reduce key vulnerabilities.” In September, Ukrainian Prime
Minister Denys Shmyhal said Kyiv expected
to receive the second tranche from the IMF
under a $5 billion loan program before the
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end of the year. An IMF mission visited Kyiv
in September to evaluate Ukraine’s progress on several key reforms, including judicial, central bank and anti-corruption legislation that the loans are contingent upon.
The IMF last year approved the 18-month
loan to help the country deal with the economic impact of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Ukraine received its first tranche totaling
$2.1 billion in June. The latest decision is
welcome news for Mr. Zelenskyy’s government, which is grappling with surging
coronavirus cases, higher inflation and
growing jitters about Russian troop movements on its eastern borders. “Grateful to
@IMFNews Board of Governors for the
decision to complete the review of the
stand-by program on the allocation of a
tranche of about $700 million,” Mr.
Zelenskyy wrote on Twitter. “We’ll use
these funds to support the financial system
& combat #COVID19 consequences. The
IMF program will be continued,” Mr.
Zelenskyy said. Ukraine’s parliament in
July passed judicial reform, which has been
a top priority for the nation’s Western
backers because it is seen as essential to
enhancing the rule of law and curbing corruption. Civil society activists say outside
experts are necessary because the nation’s
judicial system is deeply corrupt and incapable of reforming itself, pointing to past
failures to rid itself of compromised judges.
International business associations say
Ukraine’s corrupt judiciary is a major hindrance to foreign investment. (RFE/RL,
with reporting by Reuters)
Bulgarian president calls Crimea ‘Russian’

The United States has voiced serious
“concern” regarding Bulgarian President
Rumen Radev’s recent statement that
Ukraine’s Crimean Peninsula, a region forcibly annexed by Moscow in 2014, was currently “Russian.” Mr. Radev, 58, made the
remark during a TV debate between him
and his center-right opponent, Anastas
Gerdjikov, ahead of a presidential runoff
vote on November 21, which he won by a
landslide. Mr. Radev said Bulgaria must
keep pragmatic ties with Moscow and
should not view it as an enemy, not least
because of close historical and cultural
links. Questioned by Mr. Gerdjikov during
the debate about whether he regrets his
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criticism of EU sanctions on Russia,
imposed after the 2014 annexation, Mr.
Radev responded that Crimea was “Russian
at the moment,” adding, “What else can it
be?” In 2016, Mr. Radev had campaigned
for the lifting of Western sanctions against
Russia in the election that saw him win his
first term as president. “The United States
is deeply concerned by the recent statements of Bulgarian President Rumen
Radev in which he referred to Crimea as
‘Russian,’” the U.S. Embassy in Sofia said in
a statement on November 22. “The United
States, G-7, European Union, and NATO
have all been clear and united in our position that, despite Russia’s attempted annexation and ongoing occupation, Crimea is
Ukraine,” it said. “All of us, including
Bulgaria, declared at the Crimea Platform
Summit in August that Crimea is an integral
part of Ukraine and that we do not and will
not recognize Russia’s efforts to legitimize
its illegal seizure and occupation of the
peninsula. In recent days we have communicated our deep concern to the Bulgarian
government in Washington and in Sofia,”
the statement said. Later in the day, Mr.
Radev’s office issued a statement saying
that the head of state “has repeatedly stated that the annexation of Crimea is in violation of international law.” “From a legal
point of view, Crimea belongs to Ukraine
and our country has repeatedly stated its
support for its sovereignty and territorial
integrity,” it added. Following Mr. Radev’s
comments on Crimea last week, Ukraine on
November 19 summoned the Bulgarian
ambassador to Kyiv to voice concern about
Mr. Radev’s comments. “The words of the
current Bulgarian president do not contribute to the development of good neighborly relations between Ukraine and
Bulgaria and are sharply dissonant with
Sofia’s official position on supporting the
sovereignty and territorial integrity of
Ukraine within its internationally recognized borders,” the Ukrainian Foreign
Affairs Ministry said in a statement on
November 19. Mr. Radev, who campaigned
for the November election on an anti-corruption platform, took 66 percent of the
vote in the runoff after falling just short of
a majority in the first round. (RFE/RL’s
Bulgarian Service, with reporting by
Reuters, balkaninsight.com, and AP)
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Anatomy...
(Continued from page 1)
being found in Belarus and then extradited
to Russia.
The open-source investigative outlet’s
chief of special investigations Christo
Grozev told The Ukrainian Weekly the operation was less “an internal political matter”
for Ukraine and more about “geopolitics.”
The president and his chief of staff both
have not publicly commented on the
planned operation.
Presidential adviser Mykola Protolyak,
however, has said Mr. Yermak in his role
could not have had decision-making power
on any special operations’ activities. He furthermore, through the presidential office
Facebook page, on November 19 said no
one from the president’s office invited to a
political talk show on the topic was present
because they would’ve been subject to
manipulation, provocation or demonstrative prejudice.”
Presidential spokesperson Serhiy
Nikiforov told The Ukrainian Weekly that
Mr. Zelenskyy “is not commenting” on the
operation. In addition, the 11-member parliamentary inquest, headed by pro-presidential lawmaker Mariyana Bezluha,
doesn’t mention interviewing anybody
from the presidential office or Mr. Burba.
Still, the operation had by 2019 “accumulated background personal data, including current employment status, whereabouts and contact details, of over 2,000
former mercenaries. Most had fought in
Eastern Ukraine at some point between
2014 and 2018,” according to Bellingcat.
Most of the mercenaries had served with
private military contractor (PMC) Wagner,
which is closely tied to wealthy entrepreneur Evgeny Prigozhin who is close to the
Kremlin.
“Others fought as part of Russia-spon
sored ‘volunteer corps’ while others had
been working directly for Russia’s military
or security services,” Bellingcat reported.
The operation carries more “geopolitical” weight in that “it reflects what is happening in Europe between Ukraine and
Russia,” Mr. Grozev said, who listened to
more than 300 calls with mercenaries. “It
proves what Russia has done to Ukraine
and what kind of special operations it has
conducted toward Ukraine, … who their
superiors were.”
He added that some Russian mercenaries fought in Ukraine under the guise of
“being a rebel” and later joined a private
military contractor.
The parliamentary report also confirmed that Ukraine’s security services
have been documenting the participation of
Russian mercenaries and other foreigners
in the Donbas war that Moscow started
with a covert invasion in April 2014.
The fake job interviews conducted by
two faux recruiters had amassed enough
information to successfully prosecute a
core group of several dozen mercenaries.
Besides Belarus, The Ukrainian Weekly
couldn’t verify if Kyiv has shared with other
countries evidence of war and other crimes
committed by the people who were interviewed during the operation.
Evolution of operation

The intelligence-gathering phase of what
later morphed into a rendition operation
started as early as 2018, the parliamentary
inquest and Bellingcat stated. Although
PMCs are illegal in Russia, both reports
noted that Wagner operates with the tacit
approval and support of the Kremlin.
Moscow denies this.
The parliamentary committee interviewed prosecutors, Security Service of
Ukraine (SBU) officers and detectives from
the State Bureau of Investigations. Its

report does not mention interviewing Mr.
Burba or members of the presidential
office.
Bellingcat’s report is partly based on
dozens of interviews with participants of
the sting operation, including “Russian mercenaries” who had fallen for the ploy “and
former Ukrainian intelligence operatives”
who had taken part in the failed operation.
Once enough information was gathered
on the 2,000 mercenaries by September
2019, a plan, called Project Avenue, was
devised to capture the mercenaries outside
of Russia.
Such renditions have successfully been
carried out in other instances.
A special operations team had on June
27, 2019, crossed behind enemy lines in
the occupied part of the Donbas to apprehend Volodymyr Tsemakh, who had direct
involvement in shooting down Malaysian
airlines flight MH17 in 2014, killing all 298
people aboard the aircraft.
In April, Moldovan authorities implicated Ukrainian special services for “kidnapping” a Ukrainian judge wanted on corruption charges. He was abducted outside a
gym in Chisinau and taken back to Ukraine,
Reuters reported.
Regarding Project Avenue, a special
operations group of six – including officials
from the SBU – was given the task of luring
mercenaries via a dormant PMC based in
St. Petersburg, Russia, with one individual
posing as a recruiter.
The team “worked in isolation,” Belling
cat said, to avoid potential leaks and “compromise.”
The parliamentary report added that the
cover story involved recruitment and
Bellingcat said it involved “a plausible
international assignment, and a convincing
project handler presumably from Russia’s
secret services, or ‘kurator.’”
While giving interviews, some of which
are publicly available, the mercenaries also
completed application forms and were told
they would be guarding oil facilities owned
by Russian state-owned Rosneft abroad.
The group eventually chosen for the fictitious assignment was narrowed to 33
people, including one dual Belarusian citizen, and was to be flown to a conjured destination and detained once the plane
entered Ukrainian airspace.
The “active” part of the operation started
in June 2020, the inquest said. A fake
recruiter, Sergey Petrovich, initially told the
lead-man of the mercenary group that they
would fly to Syria and guard oil facilities.
To buy time for the operation, the first
handler who was dealing with 180 recruits
would be “killed in action in Syria” and so
another handler with a Venezuelan number
was introduced to the informal leader of
the recruits, Artyom Milyaev.
Now 33 recruits were chosen for the
same assignment but in Venezuela. The
security working group felt they had
enough information to prosecute them in
airtight cases on Ukrainian soil, Bellingcat
said.
Failed operation or termination?

Growing suspicious and frustrated that
the assignment had been pushed back, one
of the 33 mercenaries reported the project
to Russia’s FSB security service. A similar
report would be filed with the military’s
foreign intelligence service, according to
the inquest.
Bellingcat acknowledged this action but
said “there is no evidence that the security
agency acted on this tip.”
Four scenarios for apprehending the
mercenaries were outlined in the parliamentary report, the last of which Bellingcat
reported on included having the group fly
from Minsk to Istanbul, but the plane
would have been diverted to land in
Ukraine.
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Either one of the passengers would feign
illness, a terrorist threat would be reported
or the plane would be forced to land, the
inquest said.
The plane would be over Ukrainian airspace for approximately 28 minutes.
The least risky option was “a bomb
threat on board,” Bellingcat said. This was
how Belarus forced the grounding of a
plane in Minsk to detain activist and journalist Raman Pratasevich in May.
The European Union later criticized the
“unprecedented” move.
Meanwhile, airfare had been bought for
the mercenaries and a bus from Moscow to
Minsk was arranged in late July 2020. The
passengers were also given money for incidental expenses and travel insurance documents.
The mercenaries were to fly out the following day after their arrival on July 24,
said both reports.
The inquest said the execution of the
operation was delayed until July 30 without
providing a reason, while adding that “no
conformation was found that the president
of Ukraine had personally given orders to
the leadership of the military intelligence.”
In addition, “the head of the presidential
office [Mr. Yermak] doesn’t have the authority to give orders to the head of military
intelligence,” the parliamentary report said.
Then chief of military intelligence Mr.
Burba told Bellingcat that he and deputy
SBU director Ruslan Baranetsky had
arrived at the president’s office on the eve
of the initial flight of July 25, 2020.
Since the president couldn’t meet them
in person, according to Mr. Burba, “Mr.
Yermak proposed a postponement of the
operation by a week.”
Another ceasefire in the RussianUkrainian war was being negotiated and
was scheduled to come into effect on July
27, 2020.
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“According to [Mr.] Burba, the position of
the Office of the President was that if the
sting operation would continue as planned
and culminate in detentions on July 25, the
ceasefire would be dead before it started,”
Bellingcat said.
By July 29, 2020, one day before the
postponed execution date, Belarusian security officers arrested the 33 mercenaries at
a health resort outside Minsk. Their detainment came just ahead of the August 9 presidential election.
Belarusian state media initially reported
that the detained militants intended “to
destabilize the country during the presidential election campaign.”
Alyaksandr Lukashenka, then the incumbent Belarusian president, held a phone
call with his Ukrainian counterpart regarding the incident on August 5, the parliamentary inquest said.
Two days earlier, the prosecutor general
of Ukraine asked that 28 of the mercenaries
be remanded in temporary custody pending an extradition request that was submitted on August 11, 2020.
All the mercenaries except for the
Belarusian, were eventually sent back to
Russia later that month.
“Ukraine regrets the decision made by
the Republic of Belarus to hand over to
Russia the previously detained members of
the private military company Wagner,” Mr.
Zelenskyy’s office said on August 14, 2020.
“We consider such a decision, to put it mildly, unfair. It does not correspond to the spirit of relations between Ukraine and
Belarus, based on the principles of respect
and mutual assistance.”
Mr. Burba subsequently would be dismissed that month along with several subordinates. He was also stripped of his security detail and said on television that he
fears for his life as a potential target of
Russian operatives.

It is with great loss and sorrow
that we share the passing of

Dr. Andrew W. Holowinsky
Professor Emeritus of Molecular Biology,
Cell Biology and Biochemistry, Brown University
on November 13, 2021
due to complications resulting from diabetes mellitus.
Andrew is survived by:
his wife, Motria née Jackewych
son, Tymish with wife Lily
grandchildren Treuvor and Victoria
nephews and nieces of the Holowinsky, Chen,
Maksymowych, Tanin, and Kuzmowych families.
In lieu of flowers, donations can be made in memory of Andrew
W. Holowinsky to:
The United Ukrainian American Relief Committee, Inc (UUARC)
1206 Cottman Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19111
215-728-1630
Вічна Йому пам’ять
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Orlando Pagan
Dianna Shmerykowsky

Dance Camp participants strike a pose in the Veselka Hall during rehearsal.

Roma Pryma Ukrainian Dance Academy Workshop campers rehearse for their performance on stage at the Ukrainian Cultural Festival at Soyuzivka Heritage Center
in Kerhonkson, N.Y.

Despite ongoing pandemic, dance campers enjoy a safe and fun environment at Soyuzivka Heritage Center
by Matthew Dubas
PARSIPPANY, N.J. – The Roma Pryma
Bohachevsky Ukrainian Dance Academy
Workshop (held June 28 through July 10,
for campers age 16 and over), and the
Ukrainian Dance Camps (first session: July
19-31; and second session: August 1-14, for
campers ages 8-16), were held in a safe and
fun environment at Soyuzivka Heritage
Center in Kerhonkson, N.Y.
Ania Bohachevsky Lonkevych, camp
director, and Orlando Pagan, artistic director, spoke with The Ukrainian Weekly
about this year’s camps.
Ms. Lonkevych explained that to maintain a safe experience for campers, she
implemented COVID-19 testing measures
and created a “bubble” of isolation so that
after several days of wearing masks and
negative tests, the Workshop campers were
able to dance unmasked.
Sanitization measures were also instituted and medical-grade air purifiers were
placed in common areas. However, Ms.
Lonkevych emphasized, there was no vaccine mandate, and even fully vaccinated
individuals were subject to the same rules.
“The priority was safety, and it worked,”
she said, noting that there were no reports
of illness due to COVID-19 during all three
camps.
Also new this year was online camper
registration and staggered, appointed
check-in times to avoid a large gathering of
people arriving at camp at the same time.
This year included additional work to keep
parents informed, through video messages
from the camp’s medic, medical protocol
advisor, Dr. Larissa Dyrszka.
To maintain isolation, the camps
observed “bubble zabavas” or dances that
were held just for Workshop and the Dance
Camps in the Main House dining hall.
Everyone in camp, including staff, were
required to stay on Soyuzivka grounds and
maintain distancing.
“I thank all of the campers and staff for
their understanding,” Ms. Lonkevych said.
Workshop staff included Ms. Lonkevych,

Remembering...
(Continued from page 6)
During his career, he earned three Silver
Stars, four Bronze Stars, two Legions of
Merit, a Distinguished Flying Cross, eight
Air Medals, the Army Distinguished Service
Medal and a Purple Heart.
He was also a member of Plast Ukrainian
Scouting Organization, and spent his life
serving God, Ukraine and the United States.

Dianna Shmerykowsky

Roma Pryma Ukrainian Dance Academy Workshop campers and camp staff gathered
for a group photo during a Dance Camp session in the Soyuzivka Heritage Center’s
Veselka Hall.
Mr. Pagan, dance instructor Stefan Calka
(assistant camp director) and instructor
Dianna Shmerykowsky. Anna Lawrence
provided musical accompaniment.
The Dance Camps also saw changes this
year, with no “kazka” or story performance,
which was previously a large part of the
camp schedule, but it was replaced with a
montage of Ukrainian dances, with the performances video-recorded and available for
parents to download and for campers to
share.
“These are difficult and challenging
times, and I understand the tough decision
parents make. The feedback from the parents of kids who did attend were generally
positive, and the parents were happy the
kids could have these experiences,” Ms.
Lonkevych said.
The reaction of campers was the same,
regardless of age; they wanted the camp
experience, and even having their own

zabava was its own memorable experience,
Ms. Lonkevych said.
“It was great to see them all interact,
even without having to enforce the typical
phone policy, where instead they were not
on their phones, and were taking advantage of the moment,” Ms. Lonkevych said.
“As with much of what we’ve seen during
these months of isolation, the virtual experience was not the same, and the kids needed a live in-person camp.”
Dance Camp staff included Irene Roth
(camp commander), Emelia Liteplo (admi
nistrator), Dr. Theresa Kuritza and Chrystia
Kozak. Medical staff members were Chris
tine and Stephen Kobylecky, and Marta
Kurgan.
“The camps were blessed with amazing,
talented and devoted staff. We wouldn’t be
able to do this without them,” Ms.
Lonkevych said.
Organizers also expressed thanks to the

As a member of Plast, he belonged to the
fraternity Lisovi Chorty.
Mr. Krawciw’s funeral was held on
November 18 at the U.S. Military Academy
in West Point, N.Y.
In lieu of flowers, contributions can be
made to the Wounded Warrior Project via
the internet at www.woundedwarriorproject.org, or via mail by sending a check to
P.O. Box 758516, Topeka, Kansas, 66675.
Individuals can also support Plast
Ukrainian Scouting Organization in Ukraine

via the Plast Conference Inc. web page on
Charity Navigator, www.charitynavigator.
org/ein/061416006 (to donate, readers
can click on the “Donate to this Charity”
button on the top righthand side of the web
page), or via mail by sending a check to
Plast Conference Inc., c/o Bohdan S.
Sawycky, 297 Clarksville Road, West
Windsor, N.J., 08550.

Ihor Rudko is the national commander of
the Ukrainian American Veterans.

Rev. Dr. Ivan Kaszczak, who celebrated
divine liturgies for the camps on Saturday,
so that they could maintain the isolation
“bubble.” Organizers also noted that Nestor
Paslawsky, general manager of Soyuzivka,
and all of the Soyuzivka staff were very
accommodating and helped to maintain
safe camps.
Mr. Pagan said this year, among the various challenges organizers and campers
faced, was the issue of dancing while
masked.
“We allowed the Workshop campers to
get acclimated to dancing with a mask on
during the first days of camp,” Mr. Pagan
said, adding that it was difficult to remind
parents to maintain distance from even
their own children to maintain isolation.
“This year had many more challenges,
but it was very rewarding to see the kids’
reaction and willingness to adapt during
camp,” Mr. Pagan said.
Dance Camp maintained many of its traditions, including Dance Camp Live, Wacky
Wednesday and T-shirt Tuesdays that
added to “the sense of normalcy and was
really enjoyable for the kids,” Mr. Pagan
said. “And the things we couldn’t do, they
didn’t miss.”
“The counselors did a great job, and it
was an opportunity to show them how to
extend gentleness to the kids during these
difficult times, while preparing the next
generation of leaders,” Mr. Pagan said.
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Italian club Genoa name
Shevchenko head coach

Ukrainian Association of Football

Andriy Shevchenko speaks with reporters during a press conference in December
2020 when he was head coach of the Ukrainian men’s national soccer team.
SOUTH WINDSOR, Conn. – Italian Serie
A club Genoa officially announced the hiring of Ukrainian soccer legend Andriy
Shevchenko as their new head coach on
November 7. The ex-AC Milan forward
takes charge of the squad following the firing of Davide Ballardini.
Shevchenko was given a contract
through June 2024 and tasked with keeping the Grifone in the league after an
extremely disappointing start to the current season. Genoa sits 18th in the league
standings after their first 12 matches, with
one win, six draws and five losses.
Despite keeping Genoa in the top flight
last season (11th place finish), Ballardini
was unable to gain the support of the club’s
new American owners, 777 Partners, who
took over Genoa in September. The
American backers were keen on ushering
in a new era, and the 45-year-old laureate

of the 2004 Ballon d’Or won out over others being considered for the manager’s job,
including his former AC Milan teammate,
Andrea Pirlo.
Shevchenko became available after
resigning from his position as Ukraine’s
national team coach this summer. This is his
first club management position. Noted in
Italy for his elegance and innate ball sense,
Shevchenko scored 175 goals in 324 matches in his trophy-laden years with AC Milan,
twice emerging as Serie A’s top goal scorer.
His first game in charge of Genoa has
him facing his old manager, Jose Mourinho,
the new head coach at AS Roma. Former
Ukraine and Tottenham Hotspur (England)
striker Serhij Rebrov will be joining
Shevchenko’s new staff.
Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@
sfgsports.com.
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Two Ukrainian anti-doping officials resign
SOUTH WINDSOR, Conn. – The top two
officials at the National Anti-Doping
Organization of Ukraine (NADC) resigned
from their posts on October 27 after an
investigation revealed that the NADC violated doping rules by notifying athletes in
advance of upcoming out-of-competition
tests going back to 2012.
In an official statement, Ukraine’s
Minister of Youth and Sports Vadym
Guttsait said, “The National Anti-Doping
Center of Ukraine has violated the international testing standard. Therefore, today
[October 27, 2021], the director of NADC,
Ivan Kurlischuk, and his deputy Yaroslav
Kruchek resigned. The Ministry states that
we take a clear stance in the fight against
doping and will not allow anyone to violate
anti-doping rules. The reaction to the violation will be immediate and strong.”
The finding was part of a report released
the week of October 24. It came after the
World Ant-Doping Agency’s (WADA’s) independent Intelligence and Investigations
department concluded an investigation of
the matter.
The National Olympic Committee of
Ukraine did not immediately comment on
the ministry statement or the charges from
the report.

According to WADA, an investigation
named Operation Hercules began in 2019
and uncovered proof to suggest that, since
2012, the NADC conducted random,
advance-notice sample collections, arranging to test athletes by appointment at the
NADC offices.
The investigation further found serious
evidence suggesting the NADC willingly
reported at least six in-competition samples as out-of-competition samples in
2021, another violation of the World AntiDoping Code and the International
Standard for Testing and Investigations
(ISTI). All six samples came back clean after
being re-analyzed by WADA’s Intelligence
and Investigations department.
In publicizing the charges, WADA’s
investigations department said Operation
Hercules raised serious doubts about the
integrity of NADC’s testing practices, and
their staff’s competence. The apparent longevity and boldness of their practices suggest major organizational failures with the
NADC.
The findings of the investigation were
sent to WADA’s Compliance Review
Committee, which may decide to levy additional sanctions against Ukraine in the
future.

Help Support Modernization
Of Ukrainian Science Classrooms!
Donations up to $2,500
matched on November 30th

New monthly donors
matched week of December 13th

Want to keep up to date on developments in Ukraine?

LIKE

The Ukrainian Weekly
on Facebook

to read the latest!

https://bit.ly/sv-ukraine
Learn more at www.sciencevoices.org
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Through
December 12
Jenkintown, PA

Diorama exhibit in miniature, “Ukrainian Historical Musical
Instruments,” a tribute to the legacy of the Kobzari,
bandurists and their child guides who were massacred on
the order of Stalin in the 1930s, Ukrainian Educational
and Cultural Center, www.ueccphila.org

Through
Art exhibit, “Painting in Excess: Kyiv’s Art Revival, 1985March 13, 2022
1993,” organized by Olena Martynyuk and Julia Tulovsky,
New Brunswick, NJ Rutgers University, Zimmerli Art Museum,
https://zimmerli.rutgers.edu/
November 30
Online

Webinar with Nadiya Sakhno and Sarwar Qureshi,
Ukrainian Canadian Professionals and Businesspersons
Association, https://bit.ly/UCPBANov2021

November 30
Online

Virtual roundtable discussion with Oleksandr Soloviov, Asia
Bazdyrieva and Alisa Lozhkina, with introduction by Olena
Martynyuk, held in conjunction with the art exhibit “Painting
in Excess: Kyiv’s Art Revival, 1985-1993,” Rutgers University,
Zimmerli Art Museum, https://zimmerli.rutgers.edu
or olenmart@scarletmail.rutgers.edu

December 4 through Exhibit, “Rituals,” featuring works by Brenton Good, Mandy
January 30, 2022 Cano-Villalobos, and Marissa Voytneko, Ukrainian Institute
Chicago
of Modern Art, www.uima-chicago.org or 773-227-5522

Witnessing...
(Continued from page 7)
who indicated they were against independence. Virtually everyone was for it and the
statistics bear this out. We heard many
people were waiting eagerly before the
polls opened to cast their vote for independence; the priority for many was to vote for
independence; the presidential election,
while important, was secondary.
Americans in Kyiv

I want to share a few observations about
some Americans in Kyiv. Jon Gundersen,
our U.S. consul, truly understands the realities of Ukraine and is a competent and
effective representative of the United
States. I worked closely with Jon and his
staff (still small but soon to grow) and saw
them in action. At Rukh there are two
extremely capable Ukrainian Americans
from Washington – Irene Jarosewych, who
works with and is respected by the international media, and Ivan Lozowy, who works
in the political section. Both are badly
needed there. Also, Washingtonian Dora
Chomiak is off to a running start at the
Ukrainian American Renaissance
Foundation. And Mykola Deychakiwsky,
who worked at the International Manage
ment Institute, will be joining the ubiquitous John Hewko at the Council of Advisors
to the Verkhovna Rada. And in the banking
sphere, Ukrainian American banker George
Yurchyshyn has recently become the vicechairman of Ukraine’s national bank.
Ukrainian American and Canadian journalists – Marta Kolomayets, Chrystyna
Lapychak, Natalie Feduschak, Christine
Demkowych, Chrystia Freeland and others
have been instrumental in providing objective reporting on Ukraine. In so doing, they
are helping to bring Ukraine out of its isolation.
I take the liberty of citing these people –
and there are undoubtedly others of whom
I am unaware – to underscore the importance of Ukrainian Americans working in
Ukraine. It is critical that people who are
able to go and live there for a while, do so.
Ukraine needs help in many areas: business, management, politics, academics. It is
not that we are brighter than they are.
Indeed, Ukraine has very talented people. It
is simply that we have the experience of living in a free, advanced technological and
informational society. They, in turn, have

had the experience of a backward, corrupt
system which tried its best to stifle human
initiative and creativity.
We all realize that this is just the beginning. Even though Ukraine is off to a good
start, there is still a long way to go before
Ukraine becomes a full-fledged, democratic, rule-of-law state. In this context, I should
add that we cannot have any illusions
about the future. To note just one example:
I heard from several sources that in many
areas, especially villages in eastern and
southern Ukraine, people voted for independence primarily because the word to do
so came from above (z hory). Why?
Because that’s the way they are used to
doing it; people simply are not used to
making their own decisions. This, unfortunately, points to the fact that democratic
traditions are not yet firmly rooted. Indeed,
the irony here is that the large 90 percent
for independence is partly due to the former Communist Party apparat (which
clearly has not yet disappeared) giving
independence its support. I think this is
something we need to bear in mind.
Being in Ukraine at this truly historic
time was a deeply moving experience.
Among the many memories which stand
out:
• a woman at a Kyiv voting station commenting to a group of other voters on what
she claimed was my good Ukrainian (I’m
not sure I would agree with her generous
assessment) and asserting that if an
American can speak like that, then from
this day forward, she will speak only in
Ukrainian.
• the tears streaming down my aunt’s
face (who had spent time in Siberia) as she
watched on TV a choir singing “Shche ne
Vmerla Ukraina” in the Verkhovna Rada
during the inauguration of the new president.
• The celebration of Ukrainian independence at the Hotel Lybed organized by
Ukrainian American Ulana Mazurkevych.
Ukrainian Rada deputies, joined by
Americans, Canadians and, of course,
Ukrainians danced, sang and rejoiced independence into the late night.
The euphoria of that night was, perhaps,
more the exception than the rule. The feeling out in the streets following the referendum was more that of quiet pride, of quiet
dignity, and a recognition that Ukraine finally has won, democratically and peacefully,
the independence for which so many have
struggled, suffered and given their lives.
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December 5
Whippany, NJ

Presentation by Prof. Lubomyr Luciuk, book discussion,
“How People Lived in Soviet Russia” and “Operation
Payback,” Ukrainian National Women’s League of America
(Branch 75), Ukrainian American Cultural Center of
New Jersey, www.facebook.com/unwlabranch75

December 7
Jenkintown, PA

Christmas trip for Christmas Show, Ukrainian American
Senior Association of Philadelphia, departing from
Ukrainian Educational and Cultural Center, Hunterdon
Hills Playhouse, 215-699-6068 (participants must show
proof of COVID-19 vaccination)

December 7
Ottawa

Workshop, making embroidered Christmas ornaments,  
St. John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Shrine,
thisfolklife@gmail.com

December 8
Online

Webinar with Joseph Roozenbeek, “Information War
in Donbas and Psychological Immunity Against
Misinformation,” www.huri.harvard.edu

December 10
Somerset, NJ

Christmas Tree decoration, with decorations hung by
Archbishop Daniel, Metropolia Center of the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church of the U.S.A., 732-356-0090 or
www.uocofusa.org

December 10-30
Chicago

Art exhibit, “Happiest of Holidays,” featuring works by Les
Panchyshyn and Khrystyna Kardash Stupnytska, Ukrainian
National Museum, www.ukrainiannationalmuseum.org or
312-421-8020

December 11
Jenkintown, PA

Annual Christmas Village and Bazaar, Ukrainian
Educational and Cultural Center, www.ueccphila.org

December 11
Chicago

Workshop, “Traditional Ukrainian Pavuk” with instruction
by Anna Chychula, Ukrainian National Museum,
312-421-8020 or info@ukrainiannationalmuseum.org

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

16

THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 2021

No. 48

