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Russia seeks extradition of Ukrainian theater  
director Lavrenchuk detained in Italy

by Mark Raczkiewycz

KYIV – An award-winning Ukrainian 
opera and drama theater director was 
detained in Italy while transiting to his 
native Lviv on the basis of an extradition 
request from Russia.

Yevhen Lavrenchuk, 39, was detained 
in Naples on December 17 based on an 
“Interpol circular,” Ukraine’s human 
rights ombudswoman said on Facebook 
this week.

A Russian court convicted him in 
absentia for large-scale fraud in July 2020 
in a case that stems from eight years ago. 
The theater laureate faces punishment of 
up to six years in prison if found guilty.

Mr. Lavrenchuk is known for his oppo-
sition to Russia’s military aggression 
toward Ukraine. News of the director’s 
arrest only reached Ukraine on January 3 

after a Facebook group was created called 
“Free Eugene Lavrenchuk” with the per-
mission of his mother, Iryna Lavrenchuk.

His arrest wasn’t based on Interpol’s 
Red Notice, the closest to what can be con-
sidered an international arrest warrant, 
ombudswoman Lyudmyla Denysova said.

This “testifies to Russia’s abuse of the 
Interpol charter and its misuse as an 
instrument of hybrid warfare for political-
ly motivated persecution of Ukrainians,” 
she said.

Ms. Denysova was referring to Russia’s 
previous uses of Interpol to have 
Ukrainians and other foreigners arrested 
for their opposition to Kremlin policies or 
actions. Perhaps the highest profile case is 
activist investor Bill Browder whom 
Russia tried extraditing on a Red Notice.

by Roman Tymotsko

LVIV – Speaking to the country in his 
annual New Year’s message broadcast on 
December 31, Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy was adamant that 
Ukraine is not scared by the looming threat 
of another Russian invasion of his country.

“No army on the other side of the border 
frightens us,” he said, “because a great army 
on our side of the border protects us.”

Mr. Zelenskyy’s remarks came in the last 

minutes of the year, when most Ukrainians 
sought to celebrate the moment during a 
time of heightened tension between 
Ukraine and Russia, which has massed tens 
of thousands of troops on Ukraine’s border 
and has demanded “security guarantees” in 
an effort to deter Ukraine’s entry into the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO).

The annual address by the Ukrainian 
president, among the most popular New 

Zelenskyy defiant during New Year’s speech
Shines spotlight on ‘extraordinary’ citizens  

who helped build Ukraine

(Continued on page 5)

by Mark Raczkiewycz

KYIV – Ukraine and Western capitals 
moved forward in an unabated flurry over 
the New Year to deter Russia from waging a 
bigger war against its neighbor.

For the first time since Russia invaded 
Ukraine in 2014, the European Union’s top 
foreign diplomat visited the frontline of the 
war in Luhansk Oblast on January 5. 

Making Ukraine his first foreign destination 
of the new year, Josep Borrell’s trip under-
scored the importance of maintaining secu-
rity in Europe amid the heightened ten-
sions that exist.

“There can be no security in Europe 
without the security of Ukraine,” the 
Spaniard said. “Any discussions on security 
issues in the EU should take place with the 
participation of the EU and with the partici-
pation of Ukraine. All issues related to 
Ukraine’s security should be discussed 
with the participation of Ukraine.”

Russia has, however, excluded the EU 
from upcoming talks with senior U.S. offi-
cials regarding Europe’s security and the 
ongoing war in eastern Ukraine, which is 
entering its ninth year.

Those talks are taking place in Geneva 
on January 9 and 10 between officials from 
Washington and Moscow but without the 
participation of either Ukraine or represen-
tatives from Brussels.

Russia still has at least 100,000 troops 
and an abundance of heavy weaponry sta-
tioned close to Ukraine’s state borders and 
has threatened to further invade the coun-
try if the West does not fulfill certain 
demands from the Kremlin.

On December 17, Russia published two 
draft treaties that call for the defense alli-
ance NATO to renounce any further expan-
sion and stop providing any kind of assis-
tance to Ukraine, including military cooper-
ation.

Some Western analysts have said the 
demands equate to “blackmail” and ultima-
tums.

U.S., Europe go into diplomatic overdrive  
to deter further Russian invasion of Ukraine

(Continued on page 15)

Ukrainian Foreign Affairs Minister Dmytro Kuleba (left) points out a military heli-
copter to Josep Borrell (masked, foreground), the high representative of the European 
Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, before a trip to the frontline on 

January 5. 

Twitter.com/DmytroKuleba

Lviv-born theater director Yevhen Lav-
ren chuk in a picture dated March 21, 

2021.

Facebook.com/eugenelavrenchuk.official/

(Continued on page 9)

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy speaks during an annual New Year’s Eve 
address in Mariinsky Palace in Kyiv on December 31.

Office of the President of Ukraine
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Borrell warns of ‘massive consequences’

EU foreign policy chief Josep Borrell has 
reiterated support for Kyiv, saying the bloc 
has a strong commitment to “massive con-
sequences” for Russia if it were to attack its 
neighbor again. Speaking during a trip to 
Ukraine on January 5, Mr. Borrell told a 
joint news conference with Ukrainian 
Foreign Affairs Minister Dmytro Kuleba 
that Kyiv and Brussels have a common goal 
to ease tensions with Russia through “dip-
lomatic means.” The visit, the first by the 
EU’s top diplomat to the contact line in 
eastern Ukraine where Russia-backed sep-
aratists have battled Ukrainian government 
forces in a nearly eight-year war that has 
claimed the lives of more than 13,200 peo-
ple, comes ahead of a week of intense inter-
national diplomacy over Moscow’s military 
buildup near the former Soviet republic’s 
border. “The conflict on the borders is on 
the verge of getting deeper and tensions 
have been building up with respect to the 
European security as a whole,” Mr. Borrell 
said of Russia’s buildup of around 100,000 
troops near Ukraine’s borders, which the 
West fears could be part of preparations for 
a potential invasion, something Moscow 
denies. “Any military aggression against 
Ukraine will have massive consequences 
and severe costs,” Mr. Borrell said. “And we 
are coordinating with the U.S., with NATO, 
and other like-minded partners in order to 
work for de-escalation,” he added, noting 
that any talks on security in the area must 
include Europe and Ukraine. NATO has 
announced a virtual meeting of foreign 
affairs ministers from its 30 member 
nations on January 7 to discuss the crisis 
after Moscow demanded sweeping security 
guarantees from the United States and its 
allies. The extraordinary meeting will be 
followed by talks between U.S. and Russian 
officials in Geneva on January 9 and 10 and 
a meeting of the NATO-Russia Council on 
January 12. The council, the main forum for 
dialogue between the two sides, has met 
only sporadically since 2014, when Russia 
invaded and annexed Ukraine’s Crimean 
Peninsula. The NATO-Russia Council meet-
ing will be followed the next day by discus-
sions under the framework of the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation 

in Europe (OSCE), which includes the 
United States and its NATO allies, as well as 
Russia and Ukraine. Russia’s demands 
include guarantees that Ukraine and other 
former Soviet countries will not join NATO 
and a rollback of the alliance’s military 
deployments in Central and Eastern 
Europe. The West has rejected Moscow’s 
ultimatums regarding NATO and threat-
ened Moscow with severe sanctions and 
other measures if it launches a fresh incur-
sion into Ukraine. (RFE/RL’s Ukrainian 
Service, with reporting by AFP, Interfax, 
and Reuters)

Biden vows to act decisively with allies

President Joe Biden has reassured 
Ukraine of U.S. support in the face of a 
Russian military buildup on Ukraine’s bor-
ders,  tell ing Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy during a phone call 
on January 2 that the U.S. and its allies will 
“respond decisively” if Russia invades the 
former Soviet republic. Mr. Biden “reaf-
firmed the United States’ commitment to 
Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial integ-
rity,” White House spokeswoman Jen Psaki 
said in a statement after the two leaders 
spoke. “The leaders expressed support for 
diplomatic efforts, starting next week with 
the bilateral Strategic Stability Dialogue, at 
NATO through the NATO-Russia Council, 
and at the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe,” Ms. Psaki said. Mr. 
Zelenskyy said Ukraine appreciates the 
“unwavering” support from the United 
States, noting on Twitter that he and Mr. 
Biden discussed cooperation between the 
United States, Ukraine and other partners 
“in keeping peace in Europe, preventing 
further escalation, reforms, de-oligarchiza-
tion.” The call was the second in three 
weeks between Messrs. Biden and 
Zelenskyy as the White House attempts to 
address the Russian troop buildup. U.S. 
intelligence findings indicate Russia has 
made preparations for a potential invasion 
in early 2022, and authorities in Kyiv have 
expressed concerns that Russia could 
invade Ukraine in the coming weeks. U.S. 
Rep. Adam Schiff (D-Calif.), chairman of the 
House Intelligence Committee, said he 

(Continued on page 10)

 ANALYSIS

by Mansur Mirovalev
Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty

KYIV – For weeks now, tens of thousands 
of Russian troops have been massed at 
positions north and east of Ukraine’s bor-
ders and in Crimea, the Black Sea peninsula 
that Moscow seized control over in 2014.

And against a backdrop of provocative 
comments from President Vladimir Putin 
targeting Kyiv, and Kremlin demands that 
Ukraine be kept out of NATO forever, U.S. 
and Ukrainian intelligence agencies have 
warned that Russia has been preparing for 
a possible military offensive that could 
begin within a month.

But in Kyiv this holiday season, there are 
few signs of concern that an invasion could 
be imminent. For one thing, Ukraine has 
been at war for nearly eight years, fighting 
against the Russia-backed separatists who 
have held parts of the eastern provinces of 
Donetsk and Luhansk, including their capi-
tals, since April 2014.

“I simply don’t care anymore. We’ve 
been living next to a volcano for almost 
eight years,” Valentyna Tarpishcheva, a 
33-year-old fitness instructor and mother 
of two, told RFE/RL in Kyiv, some 600 kilo-
meters northwest of the area known as the 
Donbas.

“We have bills to pay and children to 
take care of,” she said, while browsing dis-
counted clothes at a crowded shopping 
mall in southern Kyiv.

Utility bills and dire economic straits are 
higher on the agenda of many Ukrainians 
than the prospect of war, according to a 
survey by the Rating Group agency pub-
lished on December 9.

Three-fourths of respondents said that 
rising rates for natural gas and central heat-
ing, as well as the “escalation” of economic 
troubles in Ukraine, were their biggest 
problems.

As for war, less than half of those polled 
said they believe a military escalation is 
possible, while 23 percent said such a devel-
opment was “unlikely,” the survey said.

“There is no hysteria whatsoever, that’s 
for sure,” Ihor Kozlovskiy, a university pro-
fessor from Donetsk who moved to the cap-
ital following his release in a prisoner swap 
after almost 700 days in separatist prisons 
where he says he was tortured, told RFE/
RL. “In general, things are balanced and 
calm.”

Mr. Kozlovskiy, who was known for his 
pro-Kyiv views and helped organize a 
multi-faith prayer marathon for a united 
Ukraine in 2014, was seized by Russia-
backed separatist forces in January 2016 
following a raid on his home. Informally 
accused of spying and other activity, which 
he denied and for which no credible evi-
dence was offered, he was held until his 
release in the swap in December 2017.

One of the factors feeding into that atti-
tude may be the fact that Ukrainian offi-
cials, on the whole, have sounded less 
alarmed than their U.S. counterparts about 
the chances of a major new Russian mili-
tary operation.

“For a full-scale invasion, there would 
have to be at least three, four, five – many 
times more [Russian forces] than there are 
there today,” Oleksiy Danilov, secretary of 
Ukraine’s National Security and Defense 
Council, told Current Time in an interview 
this week.

“But is there a threat? Of course, for us, 
there is a constant threat. We have lived 

with this threat for seven years already,” Mr. 
Danilov said. Current Time is the Russian-
language network run by RFE/RL in coop-
eration with Voice of America (VOA).

Some war-weary Ukrainians have devel-
oped a form of fatalism that resembles the 
mood in other nations that face the threat 
of a prolonged and unsolved military con-
flict, observers say.

“The attitude to war in Ukraine is begin-
ning to resemble those in [South] Korea or 
Taiwan. It is an infernal force that will affect 
one sooner or later, just like an individual’s 
death,” said Oleksiy Kushch, a Kyiv-based 
analyst.

Not everyone shares such attitudes, 
though. Opinion polls show a range of 
views.

One-in-three Ukrainians said they would 
join the army if Russian forces entered 
their hometown or village, according to a 
survey by the Kyiv Institute of Sociology 
that was released in mid-December.

But almost 40 percent of those would-be 
volunteers live in western Ukraine, farther 
from the Russian border and the front line 
in the conflict in the Donbas, while about 
one-quarter of those polled in eastern 
provinces said they would join up under 
those circumstances – figures that echo dif-
ferences between the largely Ukrainian-
speaking west and the largely Russian-
speaking east and south.

Nearly 19 percent, meanwhile, said they 
would “do nothing” in the event of an inva-
sion, and nearly 25 percent would prefer to 
escape war by moving to another region or 
leaving the country.

Vladyslav Sobolevskiy is not in either of 
those two groups.

A Donbas veteran who fought in the con-
flict in the east for three years, he says he is 
ready to re-enlist at any moment – and 
argues that a Russian invasion would likely 
end up having a positive outcome for 
Ukraine.

“Why positive? It seems strange, but this 
whole thing has to be solved one way or 
another. … And now, the Ukrainian Army is 
ready to repel this attack,” the burly 
32-year-old told RFE/RL.

Mr. Sobolevskiy, a soccer fan and martial 
arts enthusiast, joined the Azov volunteer 
battalion in 2014 – and saw how demoral-
ized, under-equipped and poorly trained 
Ukrainian servicemen were.

He and thousands of other volunteers 
helped Kyiv’s military hold the separatists 
back from further advances, and played a 
role in the army’s transformation into a 
better trained and better motivated force 
that now has sophisticated weaponry, such 
as U.S.-made Javelin anti-tank missiles and 
Turkish-made Bayraktar drones.

Mr. Sobolevskiy’s confidence in 
Ukraine’s chances in the event of a major 
new offensive is not shared widely by mili-
tary analysts – though most agree that the 
country’s armed forces have vastly 
improved since the war broke out in 2014.

In any case, Mr. Sobolevskiy believes that 
if Russia does attack, Western sanctions 
will cripple its banking sector, thwart the 
Kremlin’s hopes of getting final approval to 
deliver natural gas to Europe through the 
Nord Stream 2 pipeline – bypassing 
Ukraine – and turn Mr. Putin into an inter-
national pariah.

“This could become the beginning of 
Russia’s end,” he concluded.

Amid rumblings about Russian  
invasion, ‘no hysteria’ in Ukraine
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UCCA pens letter to Biden calling for further support  
of Ukraine and meeting with U.S. president

Ukrainian National Information Service

WASHINGTON – Following two phone 
calls between U.S. President Joe Biden 
and Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy in which the two men dis-
cussed Russia’s military forces near 
Ukraine’s borders, the Ukrainian 
Congress Committee of America (UCCA) 
penned a letter to Mr. Biden thanking 
him for his support of Ukraine’s territori-
al integrity, sovereignty and indepen-
dence.

“The Ukrainian American community 
looks to your administration to continue 
publicly supporting Ukraine’s efforts 
toward Euro-Atlantic integration, most 
importantly its membership within the 
NATO alliance, while simultaneously pro-
viding Ukraine with the means neces-
sary to defend its territorial integrity and 
sovereignty,” wrote UCCA President 
Andriy Futey and Executive Vice 
President Michael Sawkiw, Jr. 

The letter was delivered electronically 
to the White House and it calls upon the 
Executive Branch to “supply defensive 
military weaponry and equipment to 
Ukraine to ensure a strong deterrent 
against current and future Russian 
maneuvers.”

Other deterrence measures raised by 
UCCA in the letter include bolstering and 
fully implementing already-existing 
sanctions laws against Russia for its 
aggressive actions, sanctioning the Nord 
Stream 2 political pipeline before it 
becomes operational, and neutralizing 
Russia’s disinformation campaign 

through robust media-centric programs. 
Being without an American envoy in 
Ukraine for the past two years, the letter 
also underscores the need for enhanced 
diplomatic relations with Ukraine by 
nominating an American ambassador to 
Kyiv.

In as much as Ukraine will be the fore-
most topic of discussion in high-level 
meetings between U.S. and Kremlin offi-
cials next week in Europe, UCCA request-
ed Mr. Biden’s “stalwart leadership in 
defending the objectives enumerated in 
the renewed U.S.-Ukraine Charter on 
Strategic Partnership.”

The goals of the strategic partnership 
between Ukraine and the United States 
include the following: unwavering com-
mitment to Ukraine’s sovereignty, inde-
pendence and territorial integrity, 
including illegally occupied Crimea; 
deepening Ukraine’s integration into 
Euro-Atlantic institutions, including 
Ukraine’s aspirations to join NATO; hold-
ing Russia accountable for aggressive 
actions against Ukraine and its violations 
of international law; and enhancing 
Ukraine-U.S. defense and security coop-
eration. 

As in previous correspondence with 
the White House, UCCA has once again 
requested to meet with Mr. Biden and 
other high-ranking administration offi-
cials to discuss matters of concern 
regarding Ukraine. A meeting with then-
Vice President Biden and representatives 
of the Ukrainian community was held in 
February 2014 during the height of the 
Revolution of Dignity in Ukraine.

Canadian firm dismantles $12 million solar plant in Ukraine amid dispute with Kolomoisky
RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service

A Canadian company has dismantled 
one of its multimillion-dollar solar invest-
ments in Ukraine following a dispute with a 
powerful tycoon believed to be close to the 
presidential administration in a case that 
has underscored the former Soviet state’s 
troubled investment climate.

TIU Canada completed the removal of its 
10.5-megawatt power plant in Nikopol, a 
city about 500 kilometers southeast of the 
capital, Kyiv, in mid-November after failing 
to be reconnected to the electricity grid, 
company spokesman Brian Mefford told 
RFE/RL on December 28. The plant con-
tained more than 32,000 solar panels.

TIU Canada commissioned the $12 mil-
lion plant on the territory of the Nikopol 
FerroAlloy Plant in January 2018 amid 
much fanfare, with representatives from 
the local government, foreign embassies 
and business community in attendance.

TIU’s solar plant symbolized foreign 
investors’ interest in the country’s bur-
geoning alternative-energy industry. 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
even highlighted TIU’s investment in a 
pitch to Canadian investors during a visit to 
Toronto in July 2019.

However, on March 1, 2020, the Nikopol 
FerroAlloy Plant disconnected TIU Canada 
from the electricity grid on the pretext of 
needing to make repairs to the power sub-
station on its territory, the solar company 
said.

Almost two years later, the solar power 
plant remained idle, costing TIU Canada 
millions of dollars in lost revenue.

The decision to dismantle the plant fol-
lows an unsuccessful, two-year legal, media 
and lobbying campaign against Nikopol 
FerroAlloy Plant and its main owner, Ihor 
Kolomoisky.

TIU hired Washington-based Blue Star 
Strategies late last year to lobby on its 
behalf before the U.S. government on “sus-
tainable energy investments in Ukraine.”

TIU has accused Mr. Kolomoisky of cut-
ting the company off from the grid in an 
attempt to purchase it at a knockdown 
price. Such ruthless business practices 
were common in the 1990s and early 
2000s in many former Soviet states but 
have since subsided.

Nikopol FerroAlloy Plant, meanwhile, 
accused TIU Canada of blackmail and pre-
venting it from carrying out urgent repairs.

However, TIU Canada Chief Executive 
Officer Michael Yurkovich told Voice of 
America he didn’t see anyone doing repairs. 
Instead, Nikopol FerroAlloy Plant had sent 
offers to buy the solar power plant at rock-
bottom prices, he said.

Ukrainian business ombudsman 
Marchin Svenchintskiy told Voice of 
America that even if Nikopol FerroAlloy 
Plant had to urgently carry out repairs, the 
work “couldn’t last that long.”

Ukrainian law requires power stations 
to give their permission to be disconnected, 
making Nikopol FerroAlloy Plant’s actions 

illegal, TIU has argued.
However, the company has failed to win 

over a court system that is widely consid-
ered highly corrupt and its Nikopol project 
has become the latest poster child for the 
dangers of doing business in Ukraine.

Two court cases have failed to deliver 
any results for TIU. Several judges recused 
themselves from hearing the case, some-
thing that Mr. Yurkovich has attributed to 
their fear of crossing Mr. Kolomoisky.

“There are not many judges willing to take 
on the oligarchs, particularly Mr. Kolomoisky, 
and adhere to the rule of law,” Mr. Mefford, 
the TIU Canada spokesman, said.

Mr. Yurkovich “saw no solution to that 
situation” and decided to dismantle the 
project, Mr. Mefford said. TIU is storing the 
recoverable assets – at least temporarily – 
in Ukraine, he said.

TIU Canada has two other solar plants in 
Ukraine. Mr. Mefford declined to comment 
on the company’s future plans.

Ukraine has struggled to attract signifi-
cant foreign investment since achieving 
independence from the Soviet Union 30 
years ago due to its weak rule of law.

Ukraine’s economy is dominated by a 
handful of tycoons like Mr. Kolomoisky, 
who exercise outsized influence over the 
government and the courts.

Nowhere is that dominance more evi-
dent than in the country’s energy and met-
als industries.

Banned by the United States

Mr. Kolomoisky, a billionaire who made 
his wealth in the 1990s scooping up former 
state assets, is known for his aggressive 
business practices, which have included 

sending armed men to take over compa-
nies.

The State Department in March officially 
banned him and his immediate family from 
entry into the United States due to accusa-
tions of corruption that he denies.

Political analysts and members of civil 
society have expressed concern over Mr. 
Kolomoisky’s ties to Mr. Zelenskyy.

The tycoon’s media assets backed Mr. 
Zelenskyy’s presidential campaign and are 
credited with helping the former comic and 
political novice win the April 2019 election 
in a landslide.

A month later, Mr. Kolomoisky returned 
to Ukraine following several years of self-
imposed exile over fears of prosecution for 
bank fraud.

Mr. Zelenskyy promised during his cam-
paign to take on the tycoons and improve 
Ukraine’s investment climate.

While he has passed a law to reduce 
their influence and gone after several of the 
wealthiest individuals, he has largely left 
Mr. Kolomoisky alone, analysts say.

Mr. Yurkovich told Voice of America he 
removed the solar panels, a costly process, 
so that Mr. Kolomoisky would not get them 
for free.

Neither Nikopol FerroAlloy Plant nor the 
Ukrainian president’s office responded to 
Voice of America’s request for comment on 
the situation.

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-canadian-
solar-kolomoyskiy/31630301.html).

by Marta Farion

CHICAGO – The Illinois Division of the 
Ukrainian Congress Committee of America 
(UCCA) announced plans for a rally to be 
held at the historic Water Tower on 
Michigan Avenue in Chicago on January 9. 
The Polish, Lithuanian, Estonian, Latvian 
and Belarusian communities, and other 
friends of Ukraine, are expected to join the 
rally at 3 p.m. in solidarity with the 
Ukrainian community of the Chicago met-
ropolitan area.

“We stand with Ukraine and against 
Russian aggression on a sovereign nation. 
Our rally rejects the disinformation being 
spread by Russia about the non-existent 
threat Ukraine poses to Russia,” said Ihor 
Diaczun, president of the Illinois Division of 
the UCCA. “We are a large community of 
200,000 in Illinois, and our voices need to 
be heard.”

The community is concerned about the 
Russian military build-up on the border of 
Ukraine and Russian President Vladimir 
Putin’s threats to the United States and 
NATO. Mr. Putin is demanding that no U.S. 
assistance be sent to Ukraine, that 
Ukraine’s NATO aspirations be rescinded 
by Europe and that no NATO troops be sta-
tioned in Eastern European NATO coun-
tries. These threats are unacceptable, Mr. 
Diaczun said.

Russia’s actions also threaten Poland 
and the Baltic States, which are members of 
NATO, as well as the Black Sea region and 
important U.S. allies. The rally is organized 
to protest Russia’s military build-up and 
Moscow’s provocative demands, and to ask 
Mr. Biden to stand firm against Russian 
expansionism by taking the following steps:

Release immediate military aid to 
Ukraine, including for air defense, anti-

tank, anti-ship and electronic warfare sys-
tems to enhance Ukraine’s self-defense 
capabilities;

Resist any attempts to diplomatically 
coerce Ukraine into capitulating on their 
sovereignty or territorial integrity, includ-
ing with regard to Crimea and occupied 
eastern Ukraine;

Impose immediate sanctions on the 
Nord Stream 2 pipeline;

Remove Russia from the SWIFT interna-
tional financial system and impose stricter 
sanctions on the Russian financial, energy, 
defense and manufacturing sectors;

Include Ukraine in all discussions and 
agreements about Ukraine.

The above actions would act as a deter-
rent to Russian expansionism, preserve 
peace and save countless American lives by 
averting a new armed conflict in Europe.

The Russian invasion of Ukraine threat-
ens the future stability of Europe and the 
United States.

On December 8, 22 members of Cong-
ress signed a letter to Mr. Biden.

“Russia has significantly increased its 
aggression toward Central and Eastern 
Europe in its efforts to undermine transat-
lantic security,” the members of Congress 
wrote in their letter. They also urged the 
president to “immediately institute sanc-
tions against Nord Stream AG. Your admin-
istration must use all tools to deter Russia 
from taking further action against Ukraine, 
including economic sanctions.”

Members of the U.S. House of Represen-
tatives from Illinois, among them Mike 
Quigley, Danny K. Davis, Adam Kinzinger 
and Sean Casten, signed the December 8 
letter to Mr. Biden.

Following a December 24 call where U.S. 

UCCA-Illinois Division to hold Chicago rally to 
highlight Russian aggression against Ukraine

(Continued on page 11)
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In Washington meeting, U.S. Secretary of State Blinken and German Foreign Affairs Minister Baerbock discuss Ukraine
The following is an abridged transcript of 

remarks made during a joint press briefing 
by U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken and 
German Foreign Affairs Minister Annalena 
Baerbock following their meeting in 
Washington on January 5. The transcript 
was released by the U.S. State Department 
on January 5.

Secretary Blinken: Well, good afternoon. 
Foreign [Affairs] Minister Baerbock, we 
had a terrific first meeting in Liverpool and 
it’s really a pleasure to welcome you to 
Washington, to the United States for the 
first time in your new role as foreign 
[affairs] minister.

We know that the close relationship 
between Germany and the United States 
will continue under [German] Chancellor 
[Olaf ] Scholz and his team. And we’re 
counting on it, because this partnership is 
indispensable. Together, we maintain and 
strengthen our mutual security, we defend 
our shared democratic values around the 
world, and our countries collaborate, we 
confer, we strategize, we coordinate on vir-
tually every major issue that affects the 
lives our people, from COVID-19 to climate 
to technology and innovation to trade and 
investment.

Let me just briefly touch on some of the 
things that the foreign [affairs] minister 
and I talked about today. On Russia, both 
Germany and the United States see Russia’s 
actions towards Ukraine as an immediate 
and urgent challenge to peace and stability 

in Europe. We condemn Russia’s military 
build-up on Ukraine’s borders, as well as 
Moscow’s increasingly harsh rhetoric as it 
continues to push the false narrative that 
Ukraine seeks to provoke a conflict with 
Russia. That’s a little bit like the fox saying 
it had no choice but to attack the hen house 
because somehow the hens presented a 
threat to it.

What’s happening right now with 
Russia’s actions towards Ukraine isn’t just 
about Ukraine, as important as that is. It’s 
about some of the most basic principles of 
international relations that we both share 
and adhere to – for example, that one coun-
try cannot simply change by force the bor-
ders of another or dictate the choices 
another country makes in its foreign policy 
or with whom it chooses to associate – or 
seeks to establish a sphere of influence to 
subjugate its neighbors.

These principles and upholding them 
are necessary to preserve peace and securi-
ty, and we cannot and will not allow them 
to be violated with impunity. That’s some-
thing that Germany and the United States 
believe strongly, and our countries are 
steadfast in our support for Ukraine’s inde-
pendence, its territorial integrity, its sover-
eignty.

In the meeting today, the foreign [affairs] 
minister and I emphasized our desire and 
preference to pursue diplomacy and de-
escalation to deal with the situation that 
currently confronts us. We would far prefer 
a diplomatic path and diplomatic solution 

to the situation. We will test Russia’s will-
ingness to take that path starting next week 
through the U.S.-Russia Strategic Stability 
Dialogue, through the NATO-Russia 
Council, and at the Organization for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe. In 
those three meetings, we expect that 
Russia will raise some concerns that it has, 
many of which have already been publicly 
aired. We will raise our concerns about 
Russia’s destabilizing actions and viola-
tions of international norms.

Ultimately, if we’re to make progress, it’s 
going to be very difficult to do that in the 
face of continued Russian escalation of its 
military build-up and rhetoric. But we are 
committed to following this path and see-
ing if we can produce results. We’re com-
mitted to diplomacy. We’re committed to 
supporting Ukraine’s sovereignty and terri-
torial integrity and to defending the funda-
mental rules and norms that undergird 
peace and prosperity in Europe and 
throughout the world. And we know 
Germany shares these commitments.

If Russia nonetheless chooses to esca-
late, we will respond swiftly. The United 
States, Germany, and our allies and part-
ners, including at NATO, the European 
Union, the G-7, have been very clear that 
Russia will face massive consequences for 
renewed aggression against Ukraine.

In our joint statement in July, Germany 
and the United States also agreed to work 
together to support Ukraine’s energy secu-
rity and to prevent Russia from using ener-
gy as a weapon. The foreign [affairs] minis-
ter and I reaffirmed that commitment 
today. We also discussed the status of the 
Nord Stream 2 pipeline, which the United 
States has long opposed. As I said before, 
this pipeline does not have gas flowing 
through it at present. And if Russia renews 
its aggression toward Ukraine, it would cer-
tainly be difficult to see gas flowing through 
it in the future. So, some may see Nord 
Stream 2 as leverage that Russia can use 
against Europe. In fact, it’s leverage for 
Europe to use against Russia.

There is so much more to be said about 
the work that we’re doing together, but in 
the interest of time, let me leave it there for 
now. Annalena, thank you again for making 
this journey at the very beginning of the 
year to snowy Washington, D.C. We’re 
extremely excited to work with you, with 
your colleagues in the new German govern-
ment, and we fully expect to continue to 
make real progress together this year and 
the years ahead on the issues that really 
matter and make a difference in the lives of 
our people.

Annalena, over to you. Thank you.
Ministor Baerbock: Thank you very 

much, ladies and gentleman, dear minister.
(Via interpreter) Dear Tony, first of all, 

let me say that I’m delighted that we see 
each other again, that we’re able to meet 
again after the first personal meeting at the 
G-7 in Liverpool. We had phone calls during 
– in between at New Year’s and Christmas, 
and I’m glad that we’re able to meet despite 
COVID-19, despite the difficult situation in 
your country and my country, and despite 
the snow here in Washington. For me per-
sonally, it is a very important moment 
indeed. I spent – as a teenager I spent an 
exchange year here in the United States of 
America. Although I have to admit that the 
weather in Florida was a bit better than 
currently in snowy Washington, but of 
course, we know snow in Berlin as well.

For me, it was not only important to be 
here in person, but also against the back-

drop of the urgent and pressing security 
political questions that we’re facing at the 
beginning of this new year, and we have to 
face at this new year and against the back-
drop of Germany assuming the G-7 presi-
dency. Allow me to also say that it is not 
only the global political situation but also 
the great and special importance that the 
new government attaches to the transat-
lantic partnership and transatlantic friend-
ship. And me personally – so for me, it was 
personal – an important matter indeed that 
we meet in person again here.

As Europeans, we don’t have a stronger 
partner than the United States of America, 
and you, with your personal commitment 
and your work, lend a crucial contribution 
to this in the past years and moments, and 
I’d like to express my gratitude and thank 
you for that. For the new government, let 
me tell you we will continue and will 
always try to seek the closest possible coor-
dination with you, our partners and 
friends.

And I mentioned it and Tony Blinken 
also said it as well: This meeting was 
marked by pressing security political ques-
tions, and we intensively dealt with – the 
situation in the border region between 
Russia and Ukraine was one of the issues 
we talked about. For weeks we’ve been 
monitoring and observing the situation 
with great concern, and we’re also moni-
toring and following the Russian activities 
in this region.

The common position of Europeans and 
the U.S. government has been made clear 
on many occasions – bilaterally, but also in 
multilateral fora – and we reiterated this 
position and we jointly reiterated that 
Russian actions and activities come with a 
clear price tag, and a renewed violation of 
Ukrainian sovereignty by Russia would 
have severe consequences. The Russian 
government is aware of this position, and 
the only way out of this crisis is dialogue, 
and we agree on this: The only way out is 
dialogue.

Germany always was engaged to seek 
this dialogue in the Normandy format, 
together with France, but also, increasingly 
in these days, together within NATO and 
the OSCE. And you, dear Tony, you also 
pooled efforts on the various levels in order 
to get our common message across as best 
as possible to [Russian] President 
[Vladimir] Putin and Russia.

I am happy that our efforts to de-escala-
tion led to a situation that Russia is willing 
to resume talks, and we owe deep gratitude 
to [U.S.] President [Joe] Biden for his per-
sonal commitment, and I deem it to be very, 
very important that we have these various 
formats of dialogue – that we have bilateral 
talks on the one hand, direct talks between 
your country and my country, between 
European partners and Russia, but at the 
same time, that we have talks within the 
framework of the NATO-Russia Council in 
Brussels and talks within the framework of 
the OSCE, and that we seek the path of dia-
logue, transparency and openness.

And in our bilateral meeting, we agreed 
today on the importance of finding a good 
path forward to finding a solution together 
for the process of dialogue. Because let me 
reiterate: There is no alternative to a politi-
cal solution. This has to be clear to the 
Russian government. And it is in this 
understanding that we, as transatlantic 
partners, will continue to go into the talks 
in the coming weeks.
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Year’s Eve traditions in Ukraine, comes 
with significant television coverage and is 
broadcast throughout the country. 
Previous presidents have used the oppor-
tunity to highlight key talking points.

In this year’s address, Mr. Zelenskyy 
spoke for 21 minutes, making it the longest 
New Year’s Eve speech by a sitting 
Ukrainian president in the country’s 
30-year history.

Mr. Zelenskyy noted that this year was 
exceptional, as Ukraine celebrated its 30th 
anniversary of independence. The presi-
dent mentioned the country’s participation 
in the Olympic Games, the Paralympics, the 
launch of the land market, the adoption of a 
law on de-oligarchization and the ongoing 
effort to vaccinate its citizens against 
COVID-19.

As Mr. Zelenskyy thanked all of the 
“extraordinary citizens” who have helped 
build and protect Ukraine, dozens of invit-
ed guests joined the president for a festive, 
formal dinner in Kyiv’s Mariinsky Palace.

“I will not talk about what was done, but 
I will talk about those who did it,” Mr. 
Zelenskyy said. “And I will talk not only 
about this year, but about who has built 
and created Ukraine since independence. It 
has been our extraordinary people and citi-
zens of Ukraine.”

In particular, Mr. Zelenskyy highlighted 
pilots Vitaliy Tsapko and Vasyl Tsil, who 
flew an Airbus H145 helicopter while con-
ducting an emergency evacuation of a baby 
with a congenital heart defect.

He also spoke about Serhiy Troshin, a 
pilot of the Ukrainian Antonov An-225 
Mriya – the heaviest aircraft ever built – 
who managed the delivery of COVID-19 
vaccines and other medicines to dozens of 
countries.

Mr. Zelenskyy also highlighted a miner 
from Kramatorsk, Yevhen Alexandrov, a 
technology specialist from the Dnipro bak-
ery Svitlana Kulbak, a builder of a bridge in 
Zaporizhia Oleksandr Lastovyak, and a 
metallurgist from Dnipro Andriy Sholkov. 
Their work was an example of the diversity 
of activities carried out by “extraordinary 
Ukrainians,” Mr. Zelenskyy said in his 
address. 

Also invited to the presidential address 
was a physics teacher and Hero of Ukraine, 
Ilya Gelfgat, who has been teaching at the 
Kharkiv Physics and Mathematics Lyceum 
for over 30 years. He has trained many 
winners of international student competi-
tions.

In addition, the president also highlight-
ed Iryna Bilinchuk, a chemistry teacher 
from Vorokhta in the Ivano-Frankivsk 
region of Ukraine, who “for many years 
walks every mile to school in an ordinary 
Carpathian village,” as well as Zolochiv 
priest Mykhailo Sukmanovsky, who teaches 
people with disabilities.

Other special guests included Olympic 
athletes Daria Bilodid and her coach 
Svitlana Kuznetsova, canoeist Yuri Cheban 
and coach Liudmyla Cheban, gymnast Oleh 
Vernyaev with his coach Gennadiy Sartyn-
skyy, track and field athlete Yaroslava 
Maguchikh.

The President of the National Olympic 
Committee of Ukraine Serhiy Bubka and 
10-time Paralympic champion paraglider 
and Hero of Ukraine winner, Maksym 
Krypak, who won the most medals at the 
2020 Summer Paralympic Games, also 
attended the event.

Other guests included Viktor Paramo-
nov, a hematologist from Cherkasy who led 
the first bone marrow transplant in 
Ukraine, and Oleh Samchuk, a doctor from 
Lviv who performed the first lung trans-
plant in the country.

(Continued from page 1)

Zelenskyy defiant... Mr. Zelenskyy also highlighted the work 
of Oleksandr Kovalchuk, the chief physician 
of the Popasna Central District Hospital, 
who conducted more than 380 operations 
under shelling during the active fighting in 
eastern Ukraine.

In addition, Mr. Zelenskyy spoke about 
the outstanding achievements of Ukrainian 
pupils and students, among them “winners 
of international Olympiads and competi-
tions, whose drawings will adorn the 
unique spacecraft that will study Jupiter.

Oleksandr Panasenko from Zaporizhia 
and eight-year-old Yaryna Zakalyuzhna, 
who won an international competition held 
by the European Space Agency, were also 
guests the event. A picture drawn by Ms. 
Zakalyuzhna will adorn an Arian-5 
European heavy-lift lauch vehicle that is 
scheduled to carry an interplanetary space-
craft to explore three of Jupiter’s Galilean 
moons in August 2023.

Mr. Zelenskyy also highlighted 12-year-
old Tatiana Tulaidan, who saved four broth-
ers and sisters during a flood in the village 

of Yasinya, in the Zakarpatia region of 
Ukraine, as well as Dnipro resident 
Vladimir Nikolaev, who donated blood 
more than 600 times over the course of 35 
years.

Mr. Nikolaev’s blood donations “saved 
1,500 people,” Mr. Zelenskyy said. “And in 
their veins, his donated blood flows.” 

Kateryna and Stefania Yesipenko, the 
wife and daughter, respectively, of Radio 
Free Europe/Radio Liberty journalist 
Vladislav Yesipenko, who was arrested in 
the temporarily occupied Crimea, also 
attended the event.

The president said the citizens of that 
region have “not lost their dignity and told 
the truth in Crimea, for which they lost 
their freedom, and their relatives, who do 
not lose hope that they will return home.”

And Mr. Zelenskyy spoke about all of the 
individuals who are working to defend 
Ukraine, “thanks to whom we still are 
[alive], who have been defending Ukraine 
since 2014 and to this day, while remaining 
faithful to their oath.”

He specifically highlighted Heros of 
Ukraine, among them Yevhen Sydorenko, 
Dmytro Kotsiubailo, Eduard Atrashkevych, 
Ivan Vynnyk, Volodymyr Sosnin, Vasyl 
Tarasyuk and Natalia Borysovska, who 
joined the army at the age of 20 and has 
been fighting at the front since August 
2014. She was married in a wedding cere-
mony on the front lines.

“They are all heroes of Ukraine, who 
have been defending our borders for eight 
years, defending them on land, in water, in 
the air, on the front lines, in the enemy’s 
rear, through sniper fire. They are repre-
sentatives of various branches of the army 
and a single Cossack family,” Mr. Zelenskyy 
said.

According to television channel 1+1, 
more than 9 million people watched the 
president’s address. In an earlier survey 
conducted by sociologists from the Rating 
group, some 70 percent of Ukrainians said 
that they would watch the president’s 
address. It was among the most viewed 
events of the year in Ukraine.
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Five years ago, on January 10, following Canada’s Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau’s Cabinet shuffle, Chrystia Freeland was 
appointed as Canada’s foreign affairs minister. She replaced 
Stéphane Dion, and served as foreign affairs minister from 
2017-2019.

Mr. Trudeau called Ms. Freeland “an extremely strong mem-
ber” of his team, and said that “her ability to deal with multiple situations around the 
world was well demonstrated in her tremendous success in negotiating the [Canada-
European Union Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement].” Ms. Freeland was seen 
as instrumental in negotiations focused on the Belgian region of Wallonia, whose opposi-
tion to the pact threatened the potential for Canada’s access to a market of more than 500 
million people in 28 countries with a combined GDP of more than $14.9 trillion (U.S.).

Before her appointment as foreign affairs minister, Ms. Freeland served as Canada’s 
minister of international trade (2015-2017), and after her time as foreign affairs minister, 
she served as minister of intergovernmental affairs from 2019-2020.

As minister of international trade, Ms. Freeland finalized the Canada-Ukraine Free 
Trade Agreement in July 2016, where she demonstrated her capability as a “very astute, 
capable and hard-working politician” who is more than qualified to serve as Canada’s top 
diplomat, commented Paul Grod, who served as president of the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress at the time (he is currently president of the Ukrainian World Congress).

Ms. Freeland, along with 12 other Canadians, were declared persona non grata by 
Russian President Vladimir Putin’s government in 2014 after economic sanctions and 
travel bans were imposed by Canada following Russia’s invasion and annexation of Crimea 
in 2014.

Russia’s Embassy in Ottawa confirmed on January 10, 2017, that Ms. Freeland 
remained on the no-fly list to Russia.

Ms. Freeland worked as a journalist for four years in Moscow, and she felt that her 
experience there would position her to better serve Canada’s government as it negotiates 
relations with Russia.

Mr. Grod underscored Ms. Freeland’s toughness, and how Mr. Putin would respect that, 
“that’s exactly the language Putin understands,” he said.

The expectation, from Mr. Grod’s observation, was a shift in Canada’s approach toward 
Russia from an engagement policy under Mr. Dion to one of deterrence under Ms. Freeland.

Jan.
10
2017

Turning the pages back...

by George Woloshyn  
and Eugene Stakhiv

Ukrainians throughout the world are in 
dismay. Russia’s armed forces – like 
Mongols before them – are again laying 
siege to Europe’s embattled democratic 
stronghold on its frontier. Man-for-man, 
Ukrainian warriors are more than a match 
for Russian President Vladimir Putin’s 
assembled land army. But manpower is not 
the problem. The problem is the huge array 
of Russian advanced ordnance – tanks, 
armored vehicles, cannons, rockets – and 
overwhelming air and naval superiority 
against which mere Ukrainian bravery can-
not stand. Even worse, Ukraine can never 
hope to narrow Russia’s 12 to 1 advantage 
in military spending.

Ukrainians had hoped that admission to 
NATO would deter Mr. Putin, but their 
hopes, always a bit premature, may have to 
await Mr. Putin’s replacement. What is 
Ukraine to do? Will it have to bear up indef-
initely under threat of an invasion?

Ukraine’s new defense strategy

The answer may be hidden in plain sight 
because not many grasped the full implica-
tions of Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy’s “Military Security Strategy” 
signed into law on March 25, 2021, and 
now unfolding in bits and pieces. The 
Strategy took two years to complete, but it 
offers the only viable long-term solution to 
Ukraine’s security dilemma. As an added 
benefit, it would jump-start the nation’s 
still very potent defense-industrial complex 
into research, development and production 
of advanced defensive weapons for its own 
use and for commercial profit.

For the first time since independence, 
Ukraine will develop a deterrence that is 
entirely defensive (while not forswearing 
the ability to retaliate in kind), less costly, 
dependent largely on the nation’s own 
material, human and intellectual resources, 
and greatly more hazardous and specula-
tive to an enemy. Ukraine may still seek out 
foreign support and alliances, but as a sub-
ject rather than an object.

“Total Defense Strategy” is not a new 
concept. It has been around, in one form or 

another, since time immemorial whenever 
a community had its back to the wall and 
was threatened by a powerful, aggressive 
enemy. The strategy was widely introduced 
in countries like Sweden, Finland, 
Lithuania, Switzerland, Yugoslavia and 
Albania in the last century and major fea-
tures of the strategy are already underway 
in Poland and the Baltic States, despite 
their membership in NATO. 

The concept is simple. When the battle-
field is so uneven (asymmetrical) that a 
war would, almost certainly, result in defeat 
or unacceptable destruction and loss of 
military and civilian personnel by the 
weaker party, then the best strategy is 
deterrence. But deterrence is possible only 
when both sides recognize that a war 
would be intolerable for each, such as the 
Cold War’s “Mutual Assured Destruction” 
doctrine. That is not currently the case 
between Ukraine and Russia. Therefore, the 
only remaining alternative for the weaker 
party is to make itself so deleterious and 
insufferable that the aggressor’s cost for 
victory would greatly outweigh its value.

Consider the porcupine. It is a slow-
moving, peaceful, plant-eating animal. 
When threatened, it first whacks its power-
ful tail at the intruder as a warning, and, if 
the intruder persists, raises 30,000 sharp, 
barbed quills from head to tail. Even the 
rapacious Russian bear would find it indi-
gestible. That is why a “porcupine” state is 
most often left prudently unmolested.

All hands on deck

The Strategy is referred to as “total 
defense” because it enables women as well 
as men – civilian and military – to both 
repel the enemy and, if occupied, maintain 
a resilient resistance, including by depriv-
ing the enemy of any gain while steadily 
raising the losses. Men would, most often, 
be occupied in actual combat, including 
partisan warfare, while women would be 
involved in civil defense, first aid, food dis-
tribution, surveillance, etc. These volunteer 
“territorial defenders” would continue 
their civilian lives near their homes in 
familiar territory subject only to the minis-
ter of defense and local authorities. They 
would be compensated for weekend train-
ing and exercises. Under Mr. Zelenskyy’s 
proposal, the initial wave of recruits would 
number 80,000, including 10,000 adminis-
trators and trainers. They would have prep-
ositioned caches of needed supplies 
(including cameras to report to the world 
on enemy atrocities and war crimes) as 
well as sanctuaries in wooded, marshy, 
mountainous or urban areas. 

Concurrently with the buildup of “terri-
torial defenders,” the program envisions 
desktop and field exercises to familiarize 
business people, local authorities, first 
responders, civic leaders, etc., to the reality 
of war and occupation, and how they must 
prepare to perform their functions. It will 
be necessary for the highest-level officials 
to maintain contact with their agencies and 
perform war-time duties from covert loca-
tions. The president and his lawfully desig-
nated successors must be provided covert 
and/or mobile shelters to ensure the secu-
rity of the national leadership. Responsi-
bility for the civilian side of total defense is 
with the Cabinet of Ministers.

An unfavorable topography

Ukraine’s biggest vulnerability is an 
inadequate air defense to ensure control of 
its skies. Given the huge imbalance 

Ukraine’s new total defense strategy

(Continued on page 13)
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George Woloshyn is a former associate 
director of Federal Emergency Manage ment 
Agency responsible for its National 
Preparedness program. During his federal 
career in three administrations, he also 
served as the U.S. Office of Personnel Mana-
gement’s Director of the Office of Investi-
gations responsible for the government-
wide civil service personnel security pro-
gram. He retired from a regulatory agency 
as its inspector general. Mr. Wolo shyn is a 
retired naval officer, has an MBA and J.D. 
degree and has been active in his retirement 
with charitable projects in Ukraine.

Eugene Stakhiv is a former U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers water project engineer 
with project planning experience in many 
nations, including Iraq, Afghanistan, 
Bangladesh, Ukraine, and Central and 
Southeast Asia. He was director for policy, 
planning and special studies at the Army 
Corps of Engineers’ Institute for Water 
Resources, where he led many international 
water resources studies in joint ventures 
with the World Bank, USAID, the UN, 
UNESCO, the World Meteorological Organi-
za tion and the UN Development Program. 
Mr. Stakhiv has a PhD in engineering and 
currently teaches at Johns Hopkins 
University.

There has been a flurry of diplomatic activity surrounding Ukraine in recent 
days, with more high-level meetings expected in the coming weeks. All of it comes 
in response to growing fear that Russia will once again invade Ukraine. In 
Washington on January 5, U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken met with German 
Foreign Affairs Minister Annalena Baerbock. Following their meeting, Mr. Blinken 
raised doubts about whether Russia really wants to deescalate the situation, say-
ing there is a “real question” of whether Moscow wants to see peace in eastern 
Ukraine.

We were glad to hear that Mr. Blinken and Ms. Baerbock “see Russia’s actions 
toward Ukraine as an immediate and urgent challenge to peace and stability in 
Europe.” We were also glad to hear both Mr. Blinken and Ms. Baerbock correctly 
point out that Russian President Vladimir Putin seems intent on provoking 
Ukraine into escalating the war and noting “Russia’s increasingly harsh rhetoric as 
it continues to push the false narrative that Ukraine seeks to provoke [Russia],” 
said Mr. Blinken, adding that the situation was like “the fox saying it had no choice 
but to attack the henhouse because somehow the hens presented a threat.”

Many of the key European and American diplomats who are involved in work-
ing to resolve the issue have made it clear that they see Mr. Putin as the fox intent 
on attacking the henhouse. But Mr. Putin will only truly be deterred if the conse-
quences for his actions come with a great cost. Mr. Blinken and U.S. President Joe 
Biden have stressed that the consequences of any further Russian invasion of 
Ukraine would be severe, but they have not been made public.

“I’m not going to telegraph them publicly, but I can tell you with great confi-
dence that a tremendous amount of work has been done already. There is very 
strong coordination and collaboration and very strong agreement on measures 
that would be taken in the event of renewed Russian aggression against Ukraine,” 
Mr. Blinken said following his meeting with Ms. Baerbock.

There are two possible penalties which, whenever they are raised by the press 
with Mr. Putin, seem to raise the Russian leader’s ire. One is cutting Russia com-
pletely off from the Society for Worldwide Interbank Financial Telecommunic-
ation (SWIFT) system, and the second is ensuring that the Nord Stream 2 pipeline 
does not get approval from German regulators.

“From our perspective, it’s very hard to see gas flowing through that pipeline 
for it to become operational if Russia renews its aggression on Ukraine,” Mr. 
Blinken said.  We are guardedly optimistic that the new German leadership is also 
ready to punish Russia for any further aggression against Ukraine by not approv-
ing the pipeline for use, but when asked specifically about the issue, Ms. 
Baerbock’s response was vague.

“We made it clear that for this new federal government, for all ministers, for the 
federal chancellor, we stand by the joint declaration together with the United 
States, [which] underlines that Nord Stream 2 has geopolitical implications,” she 
said. We certainly hope the new German government is ready to call Russia’s bluff. 
After all, idle words mean nothing to Mr. Putin.

The Ukrainian Weekly

A fox in the henhouse



7THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, JANUARY 9, 2022No. 2

Russian President Vladimir Putin had a 
strong self-serving agenda when he called 
his American counterpart last week. He 
argued that America must guarantee 
Russia’s security and let it decide on who 
gets to join NATO. He also stipulated that 
there can be no U.S. military cooperation 
with former USSR countries, otherwise his 
Zircon missiles will be flying! It was pure 
blackmail, but U.S. President Joe Biden shot 
back. He said Ukraine’s sovereignty is sacred, 
there will be serious consequences if there 
are further attacks on Ukraine and Russia 
will not dictate NATO membership or inter-
national arrangements for sovereign states.

Diplomatic efforts begin next week to 
address Russia’s de-occupation of Crimea 
and Donbas. They will involve the United 
States plus its  al l ies,  NATO, the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation 
in Europe (OSCE), the NATO-Russia Council 
then followed by the Minsk and Normandy 
format talks. The agendas for all of these 
meetings must reflect Mr. Biden’s tough 
words. This, in response to Mr. Putin, is 
democracy’s red line.

The push back on Russia is central to 
calming its red-hot rhetoric and aggression. 
It must withdraw from Ukraine, otherwise 
the consequences spelled out by Mr. Biden 
and endorsed by democratic allies will apply 
now rather than come after a further inva-
sion. This includes more defensive weapons 
and NATO membership for Ukraine, as well 
as crippling sanctions for Russia. Without 
the threat of immediate punishment, the 
diplomatic talks are a victory for Russia, not 
just in Ukraine but with regard to Europe, 
the United States and globally as well.

It is vital that Russia not be allowed to 
hijack the agenda with its two December 17 
draft documents on security relations with 
the United States and with NATO countries. 
Mr. Putin has been moaning that Russia 
must be viewed as a great power since 
annexing Crimea and making blackmail 
demands if it’s not treated with respect 
(whatever that means). But history is histo-
ry. Austria-Hungary was a great power, so 
was Great Britain. Rome came and went as 
did the USSR. Russia’s claim to greatness – 
as if it were a right owned to it by other 
states regardless of the reality – is in playing 
mind games, and that is not on the agenda. 
The focus of the current meetings are 
Russia’s annexation of Ukraine’s Crimea and 
Mr. Putin’s invasion of the Donbas. Period.

Russia’s false claims of security threats 
from the United States and NATO are also 
intended to hijack the agenda to gain maxi-
mum concessions for its aggression. It’s 
another mind game designed to deflect atten-
tion from the reality that Russia is the invad-
er. It needs to remove its occupational forces 
from Ukraine and withdraw its menacing 
troops from Europe’s borders. Otherwise, it 
will suffer “serious” consequences.

During the call between Messrs. Putin  
and Biden, Mr. Putin brazenly expanded on 
the topic of Russia’s security documents. It 
was a move intended to set the meetings’ 
agenda. He demanded “legal” security guar-
antees for Russia, a halt to NATO expansion 
and no military assistance to former USSR 
states, including Poland and the Baltics, 
adding that the seas surrounding the terri-
tory of the former USSR were “ours”!

Mr. Biden didn’t take the bait, nor should 
anyone during the upcoming meetings. He 
responded clearly and forcefully by con-
firming the sanctity of Ukraine’s sovereign-
ty, warning that further invasion would be 
met with “serious” sanctions. And he added 
that who gets to join NATO was none of 
Russia’s business.

It looks like his senseless war, the military 
build-up on Europe’s border and his out-
landish rhetoric have boxed him in. Mr. 
Putin’s arrogance seems to have a negative 
impact on even neutral countries – such as 
Sweden and Finland, which are rethinking 
NATO membership. If he advances his war in 
Ukraine, Mr. Putin may face crushing conse-
quences, particularly from the “serious sanc-
tions” that would impact his presidency.

Mr. Putin is well aware of his falling sup-
port in Russia. He fears increased rifts with 
the oligarchs due to more sanctions. They 
care little about Russia’s “greatness” or its 
security – they have international pass-
ports and residences abroad – its people or 
his war in Ukraine. (The daughter of one of 
his key crony’s was barred from further 
studies in a European university recently.) 
They support him as long as his aggression 
does not bring more repercussions on their 
financial holdings, affect their freedom to 
travel internationally and or hurt their 
banking security via SWIFT. Once this 
changes, he’s a dispensable liability.

This is Mr. Putin’s Achilles heel. The 
United States and its allies need to make 
the most of it. Mr. Biden’s warning to Russia 
must be central to the discussions. But to 
be effective in getting Russia out of Ukraine, 
the threat of serious sanctions must 
become integral to current diplomatic 
negotiations on Russia’s removal from 
Crimea, the Donbas and the Ukrainian bor-
der. The current Minsk peace agreement is 
flawed. It needs to be corrected to include 
set timelines for Russia’s de-occupation 
and stipulate the cost – serious sanctions – 
for non-compliance. Otherwise, there is no 
pressure for Russia to do so on its own.

The new peace plan needs clout to coun-
ter aggression against Ukraine and threats 
to the United States, Europe and NATO as 
outlined in Russia’s latest security drafts. 
Russia must withdraw its occupational 
forces by a specific date, say April 2022. 
Failure to do so should lead to automatic 
membership for Ukraine in NATO. Given 
the high cost to Ukraine’s military – some 
14,000 Ukrainian soldiers have been killed 
despite the Minsk peace arrangements – 
there will be automatic membership in 
NATO if another Ukrainian soldier is 
wounded or killed, a civilian is abducted or 
political prisoner tortured. And, of course, 
serious sanctions should be applied.

Mr. Putin’s long-lasting and mounting 
cock-sure violence and arrogance demand 
a steel-like response. Let him have it.

Setting the agenda for diplomatic 
discussions on Ukraine In July 2021, Russian President Vladimir 

Putin released a 5,000-word article assert-
ing that Russians and Ukrainians are “one 
people – a single whole.” Referencing 9th 
Century Kyivan Rus’, he declared that 
Ukrainians, Russians and Belarusians are 
all descendants, “bound together by one 
language.” Now more than 1,000 years 
later, he argued that “true sovereignty of 
Ukraine is possible only in partnership 
with Russia.” Maybe we should accept Mr. 
Putin’s claim and act on it. Here’s a modest 
proposal.

Reunite Ukrainians, Belarusians and 
Russians into a single state. We would call 
it, what else? “Rus’,” and its capital would 
be located in Kyiv. The appellation “Russia” 
would be “liquidated,” the region going 
back to its historic name “Muscovy.” To 
restore unity of the three “fraternal 
nations,” they would bind together with 
one language. It would take a generation 
but with a concerted educational program 
the Moscow dialect would disappear, to be 
replaced by the pure original language as it 
developed over the centuries in Kyiv and 
Poltava. Russian embassies throughout the 
world would be downgraded to consulates. 
The embassies of Rus’ would feature St. 
Volodymyr’s heraldic symbol, the tryzub 
(trident) and fly the same blue and yellow 
flag that waves over the capital city, Kyiv. 
Who could object? Muscovy also grows 
golden wheat against an azure sky. Job 
security is always a concern, but Russian 
leaders would not have to fear. Mr. Putin 
(his name changed to Volodymyr) could be 
governor of Muscovy. Sergey Lavrov (his 
name changed to Serhiy Lavriv) could be 
deputy foreign affairs minister. Rus’ would 
retain a seat on the U.N. Security Council, 
and, following Ukraine’s example, would 
get rid of nuclear weapons, alleviating 
NATO concerns and eliminating the need 
for the Alliance.

This, obviously, is not a serious propos-
al, just as Vladimir Putin’s July essay is 
also not serious. What is serious is the 
invasion of Crimea and Donbas and the 
current military build-up on Ukraine’s 
borders. It’s all about imperialism and 
conquest. Mr. Putin is not about to recog-
nize Ukraine’s separate identity, indepen-
dence or national sovereignty. His Russia 
is following the same pattern Muscovite 
tsars followed; it’s a program promoted by 
Lenin, Stalin, Brezhnev, etc., and carried 
out by military units and enforced by 
secret police (Okhrana/Cheka/NKVD/
KGB) apparatchiks. Moscow has routinely 
committed crimes against Ukraine, other 
nations and the Russian people them-
selves, covering them up with sweet-talk-
ing platitudes and boundless state-spon-
sored violence. Monuments were built to 
that, a forest of books published and tens 
of millions of innocent people were 
imprisoned and killed to force massive 
acceptance of a lie.

Astute readers of my column will notice 
that the title for this essay is taken from 
the 1729 essay by Jonathan Swift (Irish-
born author of “Gulliver’s Travels”) where 
he suggests that the impoverished Irish 
might ease their troubles by selling their 
children as food to rich gentlemen and 

ladies. The bitter satire mocks heartless 
attitudes towards poor Irish Catholics, 
while condemning British policy toward 
that nation. I chose the nearly 300-year-old 
title purposefully. Today, independent 
Ireland is a member of the European Union 
and doing quite well. Historic circumstanc-
es suppressed the Irish language and 
English is now predominant there, but no 
rational person argues that the country 
should therefore revert to Britain. Happily, 
there are concerted efforts to revive the 
language. As for Ukraine, the country has 
largely retained its language, although the 
Moscow dialect is still widely spoken. Mr. 
Putin’s contention that somehow his lan-
guage is threatened in Ukraine is specious. 
No one in Ukraine is sanctioned for speak-
ing Russian, Yiddish, Polish, German, 
English, Rusyn or any other language. 
Russia has a different, oppressive language 
policy. Always has. So primitive …

Now talks are scheduled between the 
U.S. and Russia in January. Mr. Biden, a life-
long supporter of Ukraine, has stood firm, 
backed politically by nearly unanimous U.S. 
House and Senate support – one of the few 
things the two parties agree upon. And, I 
might add, there’s overwhelming support 
from the Ukrainian American community 
and others, along with a favorable media 
which values a democratic, prosperous 
Ukraine, accurately reporting on events 
there (positive and negative). Fox News for 
some reason, with Tucker Carlson leading, 
is an outlier supporting Russia over 
Ukraine. Former U.S. President Donald 
Trump and members of his foreign policy 
team have also been pretty much absent.

Is a further Russian invasion of Ukraine 
imminent? I don’t think so and I hope not, 
but I could be wrong. A Russian Cain and a 
Ukrainian Abel “fraternal relationship” 
argues against optimism. Widespread 
Ukrainian patriotism and national resolve 
with strong military and diplomatic sup-
port from the U.S. argues for optimism. We 
can’t let up.

So, no Mr. Putin, in response to your 
essay: Russians and Ukrainians are sepa-
rate peoples. Rulers in Moscow have 
always known that and have therefore 
waged a never-ceasing campaign to erase 
the differences.  Hence the 18th Century 
destruction of the Zaporizhian Sich, the 
19th Century ban on the Ukrainian lan-
guage; the murder of kobzars and thou-
sands of writers, scholars, cultural and 
political leaders in the 1930s; the 
Holodomor genocide in 1932-1933 (“liqui-
date the kulaks as a class”). Millions died.  
Now, Mr. Putin tells American presidents 
“Ukraine is not a country.” Well, it is.

 Russia today as it has been historically 
is a predator nation which seeks to deny 
not only Ukraine’s history but its own. 
Hence, Mr. Putin’s ban on Memorial, the 
human rights organization documenting 
Soviet atrocities, one of the world’s darkest 
periods which lasted 75 years. Mercifully, 
that “moment” has passed. Ominously, it 
threatens to return.

Mr. Putin’s manifesto makes much of 
what he sees as a growing anti-Russian 
attitude in Ukraine and elsewhere. Well, I 
share that attitude. It’s personal. I lost fam-
ily members I never met to Russian 

A modest proposal to Vladimir Putin

Andrew Fedynsky’s e-mail address is  
afedynsky@gmail.com.

  by Andrew Fedynsky

(Continued on page 15)

From a Canadian Angle
by Oksana Bashuk Hepburn

Oksana Bashuk Hepburn, formerly a 
long-term senior policy advisor with the 
government of Canada and president of a 
consulting firm brokering interests for 
Ukraine, comments in international media 
on Ukraine’s determination to be a free 
European country.

Oksana Bashuk Hepburn may be con-
tacted at oksanabh@sympatico.ca.
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“Christmas at the Seminary” enchants audience at St. Sophia Seminary
St. Sophia Ukrainian Orthodox 

 Theological Seminary

SOMERSET, N.J. – St. Sophia Ukrainian 
Orthodox Theological Seminary hosted its 
annual “Christmas at the Seminary” fund-
raiser concert on December 18, 2021. The 
event helps to offset the high cost of run-
ning the seminary, and it gives guests a 
chance to visit this institution of higher 
learning that prepares future clergy.

In its 47th academic year, St. Sophia 
Seminary is a center of spiritual and intel-
lectual life of the Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church of the U.S.A., here and abroad.  
Throughout the pandemic, the seminary 
has proven to be a beacon of light and joy to 
many, where the faithful join via livestream 
for the daily Divine Liturgies, as well as 
morning and evening prayer services.

Guests took the opportunity to get to 
know the students, joined in services and 
started off the Christmas season with joy 
and laughter.  This was the first time since 
the start of the pandemic that the event 
was once again not only livestreamed, but 
held in person.

With the blessing of Metropolitan 
Antony, prime hierarch of the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church of the U.S.A. and Diaspora, 
first-time guests were led by Archbishop 
Daniel, who guided a short tour of the facili-
ty, providing a short history of the establish-
ment, bringing everyone’s attention to the 
icons adorning the walls and explaining 
their origin and whom they represent.  The 
study room, which is filled with computers 
and desks, is used by the seminarians dur-
ing their lessons and to communicate with 
loved ones in Ukraine and elsewhere.

Taking a step down to the dining room 
and making a quick left turn, Archbishop 
Daniel led guests to the kitchen where he 
explained that the seminarians not only 
learn to be self-sufficient in their own lives, 
by preparing meals, in the kitchen they 

learn how to bake prosphora, paska breads 
and Artos, all of which they will be respon-
sible for when they are ordained into the 
priesthood.  Pointing to some of the appli-
ances on the countertops, such as the 
heavy-duty stand mixer, the archbishop 
explained that it is thanks to donations 
from previous “Christmas at the Seminary” 
celebrations that the students are able to 
hone their baking skills.

Archbishop Daniel led the tour group 
into the Three Holy Hierarchs Seminary 
Chapel, where he explained a short history 
of the chapel and then brought everyone’s 
attention to the many relics housed within, 
including a fragment of the True Cross of 
Christ. As Archbishop Daniel crossed him-
self and quietly left to tend to other guests, 
the visitors settled down for a few minutes 
of quiet introspection and prayer in the 
chapel.

Archbishop Daniel called for attention as 
he stood near the twinkling Christmas tree 
in the dining room to begin the concert at 3 
p.m. The guests all smiled as the little girl in 

his arms, young Taissa, the youngest 
daughter of Fr. Vasyl and Dobrodijka 
Oksana Pasakas, rubbed her sleepy eyes 
and smiled sweetly at everyone.  The cam-
era turned on and hundreds of virtual 
guests joined those in the room just as 
Archbishop Daniel introduced the eight 
seminarians and bid them to come in.

All proudly wearing their Ukrainian 
embroidered shirts, the concert began with 
the seminarians singing “Dobrij Vechir 
Tobi” (Good Evening to you) as they filed to 
their places near the Christmas tree. Fr. 
Andrii Drapak, Deacon Serhij Khomitskyi, 
Subdea con Yaroslav Bilohan, Subdeacon 
Pavlo Vysotskyi ,  Reader Maksym 
Zhuravchyk, Reader Andrii Vatrych, semi-
narian Andrii Akulenko and seminarian 
Roman Marchyshak regaled all with won-
drous renditions of new and old Christmas 
carols.

Having beautifully sung a number of 
Ukrainian carols, the young men switched 
to English for “Shchedryk,” or as it is known 
in English the “Carol of the Bells.” “Nebo i 

zemlia” (Heaven and Earth) was sung bilin-
gually, followed up by the traditional “Nova 
Radist Stala” (A New Joy). The program 
continued for 30 minutes, as the well-
trained voices sang and praised the Lord.

As the program concluded, Archbishop 
Daniel introduced each seminarian and 
greeted their families back home, with 
seminarians hailing from all over Ukraine – 
from Kyiv to Ternopil to Buchach. More-
over, the archbishop introduced a number 
of graduates of the seminary who were in 
attendance, but especially the part-time 
students who were in attendance, of the 
programs during their annual Academic 
Retreat at the Seminary: Deacon John 
Cummings, Brian Delp, John Petterson, Illia 
Val and Kathleen Kopach.

The archbishop thanked all who had 
joined the celebration and acknowledged 
the good start to the Christmas festivities.  
He encouraged anyone who wished to pur-
chase a CD of Seminary Carols to visit the 
uocofusa.org website and click on the book-
store link.  Thanks were also sent to all who 
donated, and the archbishop encouraged 
anyone else who wished to donate online to 
visit the seminary website and click the yel-
low donate button at the bottom of the 
page.  All donations go toward housing and 
training the young men who will one day 
be the clergy of the Church.  With a final 
blessing and applause, the livestream 
ended, and everyone in the room congratu-
lated the seminarians for the wonderful 
program.

Even though the program ended the 
guests lingered, enjoying their hierarchs’ 
and each other’s company.  Christmas 
plans, gift-giving ideas, recipes for kutia 
and uzvar, as well parish activities were 
shared by the audience members.

Readers who would like to donate to St. 
Sophia Ukrainian Orthodox Theological 
Seminary are encouraged to visit the semi-
nary’s website, www.stsuots.edu.

Seminarians enchant an audience in the dining room of St. Sophia Ukrainian 
Orthodox Theological Seminary during a “Christmas at the Seminary” concert on 

December 18, 2021.

stsuots.edu
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A March 2012 investigation by the 
International Consortium of Investigative 
Journalists outlined how Interpol is “used 
by some [including Russia] to pursue politi-
cal dissenters, opponents.”

When Mr. Lavrenchuk was detained, he 
was on a stopover from Israel where he 
worked on the Jerusalem Lyric Opera 
Studio and Festival. Local media in Italy 
briefly covered his arrest but news did not 
reach Ukraine until after the New Year.

His mother told The Ukrainian Weekly 
that her son’s arrest “is connected” to dete-
riorating relations between Ukraine and 
Russia.

“The situation is worsening [with Russia 
threatening larger scale war]. … I’m sure he 
[Mr. Lavrenchuk] didn’t commit the serious 
crimes of which he is accused,” Ms. 
Lavrenchuk, an English teacher in Lviv, said. 
“I’m perfectly sure this case is fabricated 

and there are no grounds for this.”
She furthermore noted that, “My son 

refused Russian citizenship while living in 
Russia.”

In an interview with a Ukrainian media 
outlet in December 2020, Mr. Lavrenchuk 
said: “I never applied for work in Russia. … 
During all of that time, I didn’t take a single 
kopeck from Russia, it was all from the 
European Union and from Poland. I wasn’t 
vulnerable and they couldn’t pressure me. I 
left there on the basis of my political posi-
tion and I can’t tell you how happy I am 
about that.”

Ukrainian consulates in Italy have had 
access to Mr. Lavrenchuk and his case is 
“under special control,” Foreign Affairs 
Ministry spokesperson Oleh Nikolenko 
said.

Russian authorities launched a criminal 
case into “large-scale fraud” in 2014 
around the time that Mr. Lavrenchuk had 
left the country in protest over Russia 
invading Ukraine, his mother said. Namely, 
Mr. Lavrenchuk opposed the forcible sei-

zure of Ukraine’s Crimean Peninsula and 
then the invasion of certain areas of the 
easternmost regions of Luhansk and 
Donetsk.

“My son called things by their names; he 
called a spade a spade,” she said. “I’m cer-
tain this case is fabricated. … This is politi-
cal persecution.”

Ms. Lavrenchuk said her son moved to 
Moscow at the age of 16 to attend a presti-
gious theatrical academy and lived there in 
interim residencies abroad until 2014. 
According to his Facebook page, Mr. 
Lavrenchuk spent time living in Poland and 
France to study in various disciplines, 
including the culinary arts in Paris.

A fluent speaker of Polish, he also even-
tually founded and directed the Polish 
Theater in Moscow, resurrecting it from its 
roots when it was shuttered by Soviet 
authorities in 1938.

After returning to Ukraine, he directed 
the country’s Eurovision Song Contest in 
2017 and took the helm of the Odesa Opera 
and Ballet Theater from March 2018 until 

his contract expired in March 2021.
During his tenure in Odesa, he was beat-

en in December 2020 outside the Opera 
Ballet Theater. His personal account on 
Facebook said the attack was “an attempt 
on my life,” citing two anonymous phone 
calls he had received telling him to “leave 
the theater.”

The Weekly found another Russian court 
case that Mr. Lavrenchuk had lost.

In September 2013, a judge in the 
Siberian city of Tomsk dismissed his com-
plaint during a closed trial “to protect 
honor and dignity” before the city adminis-
tration and elders of the local council. The 
town’s elders had taken offense to the 
director’s rendition of a Lev Tolstoi Anna 
Karenina performance, accusing him of 
“promoting non-traditional sexual orienta-
tion,” Interfax news agency reported at the 
time.

Among his awards are the Les’ Kurbas 
National Prize in 2020 for staging the opera 
La Traviata, and in 2016 Israel awarded 
him its highest title in the field of arts.

(Continued from page 1)

Russia seeks...
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feared that Russian President Vladimir 
Putin was intent on invading Ukraine and 
“nothing other than a level of sanctions that 
Russia has never seen will deter him.” 
Speaking on January 2 on U.S. broadcaster 
CBS, Mr. Schiff also said that a powerful 
deterrent “is the understanding that if they 
do invade, it is going to bring [NATO] closer 
to Russia, not push it farther away.” Mr. 
Biden’s call with Mr. Zelenskyy follows talks 
between Messrs. Biden and Putin on 
December 30 in which Mr. Biden said the 
United States and its allies would impose 
severe sanctions on Russia if it invades 
Ukraine. During the call Mr. Biden warned 
Mr. Putin against invading Ukraine, while 
the Kremlin leader said anti-Moscow sanc-
tions would be a “colossal mistake.” But 
both leaders indicated support for further 
diplomacy. Russia has demanded sweeping 
security guarantees from the United States 
and NATO, including that Ukraine and other 
former Soviet countries will not join NATO 
and a rollback of military deployments in 

Central and Eastern Europe. Mr. Putin has 
urged the West to meet the demands 
“immediately.” Russia has defended its 
troop buildup, saying it could not remain 
indifferent to perceived NATO aggression 
on Russia’s “doorstep.” The U.S. has urged 
Russia to “engage meaningfully” in upcom-
ing high-level talks on the tense standoff 
between Moscow and Kyiv. The first of the 
three rounds of talks are set for January 
9-10 in Geneva. They are to discuss arms 
control and tensions over Ukraine under 
their bilateral Strategic Stability Dialogue. 
That will be followed by a separate meeting 
of the Russia-NATO Council in Brussels on 
January 12. Another meeting will be held in 
Vienna a day later within the framework of 
the OSCE, which includes the United States, 
its European allies, Ukraine and Russia. 
(RFE/RL, with reporting by RFE/RL’s 
Ukrainian Service, AP, Reuters and AFP)

World powers make pledge on nukes

The world’s five leading nuclear powers 
– all permanent members of the United 
Nations Security Council – have pledged to 
stop the spread of atomic weapons and to 
do all they can to ensure a nuclear war 

never occurs. In a rare joint statement 
issued on January 3, France, the United 
States, Russia, China and the United 
Kingdom said they were determined to pre-
vent nuclear war and avoid a nuclear arms 
race. “We affirm that a nuclear war cannot 
be won and must never be waged,” the 
statement said. “In view of the far-reaching 
consequences of the use of nuclear weap-
ons, we also affirm that they, as long as they 
exist, must be used for defensive purposes, 
deterrence and prevention of war. We firm-
ly believe in the need to prevent the further 
spread of these weapons,” it added. The 
statement was issued after the latest review 
of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of 
Nuclear Weapons (NPT) was postponed 
from January 4 to later in the year due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. The NPT, which 
took force in 1970, allows for signatories to 
gather every five years to review the trea-
ty’s operation. The conference was original-
ly set for April 2020, but delayed due to the 
coronavirus pandemic. In the January 3 
joint statement, the five Security Council 
members reaffirmed the importance of 
dealing with nuclear threats and stressed 
the need “to preserve and respect our bilat-
eral and multilateral agreements and com-
mitments on non-proliferation, disarma-
ment and arms control.” “We remain com-
mitted to fulfilling our obligations under the 
Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear 
Weapons (NPT), including that contained in 
Article VI to ‘continue in good faith negotia-
tions on effective measures relating to the 
cessation of nuclear weapons … and nucle-
ar disarmament, and on a general and com-
plete disarmament treaty under strict and 
effective international control.’” The state-
ment comes amid a buildup of troops by 
Moscow close to the Ukrainian border, and 
tensions between the U.S. and China over 
human rights issues, a crackdown on pro-
democracy groups in Hong Kong, and the 
situation around Taiwan. Beijing said the 
statement will “increase mutual trust” 
among world powers, while officials in 
Russia said they hoped the pledge would 
help to reduce world tensions over global 
security. Kremlin spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov told the RIA Novosti news agency 
that even with the pledge, Moscow still con-
siders it “necessary” to hold a summit 
between the world’s major nuclear powers 
to address outstanding issues. “We hope 
that, in the current difficult conditions of 
international security, the approval of such 
a political statement will help reduce the 
level of international tensions,” the Russian 
Foreign Affairs Ministry said in a statement. 
The troop buildup has raised fears that the 
Kremlin is planning a new attack on its pro-
Western neighbor. Meanwhile, the rise of 
China under President Xi Jinping has also 
raised concerns that tensions with 
Washington could lead to conflict, notably 
over Taiwan. U.S. President Joe Biden and 
his Russian counterpart, Vladimir Putin, on 
December 30 held a phone call in which Mr. 
Biden said the United States and its allies 
would impose severe sanctions on Russia if 
it invades Ukraine. During the call Mr. Biden 
warned Mr. Putin against invading Ukraine, 
while the Kremlin leader said anti-Moscow 

sanctions would be a “colossal mistake.” But 
both leaders indicated support for further 
diplomacy, and talks between Russia and 
the U.S. on European security are expected 
to be held in Geneva early next week fol-
lowed by other high-level meetings later in 
the month. The NPT recognizes China, 
France, Russia, the U.K. and the United 
States as nuclear weapons powers. India 
and Pakistan have also developed nuclear 
weapons, while Israel is widely believed to 
possess nuclear arms but has never official-
ly acknowledged it has. India, Pakistan and 
Israel are not signatories of the NPT. North 
Korea, which has also developed nuclear 
weapons, pulled out of the NPT in 2003. 
(RFE/RL, with reporting by AFP, dpa and 
Reuters)

Former Czech soldier sentenced

A former member of the Czech Army has 
been sentenced to 21 years in prison for 
fighting on the side of pro-Russia separat-
ists in eastern Ukraine. Martin Sukup, 49, 
was found guilty on January 4 by the Prague 
City Court on charges linked to terrorism, 
Czech media reported. His lawyers said they 
would appeal the ruling, maintaining their 
client is innocent. Mr. Sukup was tried in 
absentia as he is believed to be in eastern 
Ukraine. Mr. Sukup is reported to have trav-
eled to eastern Ukraine in 2014 when 
Russia seized control of Ukraine’s Crimean 
Peninsula and began backing separatists in 
the eastern Ukrainian regions of Donetsk 
and Luhansk. At least 13,200 people have 
died in the conflict. Moscow has consistent-
ly rejected accusations that it is actively 
involved in the eastern Ukrainian conflict 
despite years of evidence to the contrary, 
including Russian troops being captured in 
the war zone. Prosecutors said Mr. Sukup 
had joined separatists in the Donetsk 
region, and was active from June 2014 until 
at least May 2018, including taking part in 
especially bloody fighting against Ukrainian 
forces in Kramatorsk and Horlivka. 
Prosecutors said Mr. Sukup left an incrimi-
nating trail on social media, including pos-
ing with so-called medals for his role in “lib-
erating Donbas,” as the industrial heartland 
of eastern Ukraine is also called. (RFE/RL)

Canadian court awards $84 million

A Canadian court has awarded $84 mil-
lion to the families of six people who died 
when Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guards 
Corps (IRGC) downed a Ukraine 
International Airlines (UIA) plane two 
years ago. All 176 people onboard were 
killed when the IRGC shot down the airlin-
er in January 2020 shortly after takeoff 
from Tehran’s airport. More than 130 of the 
passengers had ties to Canada. Citizens or 
residents of Afghanistan, Britain, Iran, 
Ukraine and Sweden were also killed. The 
relatives awarded compensation in the rul-
ing announced on January 3 had filed a civil 
lawsuit against Iran and other officials they 
believe were to blame for the incident. The 
plaintiffs lost spouses, siblings, children, 
nieces and nephews aboard the flight, their 
lawyer, Mark Arnold, said in a statement on 

(Continued on page 11)
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January 3. Iran did not defend itself in 
court, making it a default judgment. Mr. 
Arnold said his team will look to seize 
Iranian assets, including oil tankers, in 
Canada and abroad to cover the award. He 
said his team will be looking to seize what-
ever it can. The decision by Ontario’s 
Superior Court of Justice was dated 
December 31 and announced by Mr. 
Arnold. The same court ruled in May that 
the destruction of the commercial plane 
was an intentional act of terrorism. The 
Iranian Foreign Affairs Ministry denounced 
the May ruling as “shameful” and said the 
court’s decision lacked legitimate evidence. 
Iran also has rejected Canadian class action 
lawsuits related to the downing of the 
flight, arguing that Canadian courts have no 
jurisdiction and insisting that all judicial 
proceedings be conducted inside Iran. A 

Canadian forensic team report last year 
accused Iran of incompetence and reckless-
ness over the downing of the passenger 
plane. The report found that while the 
downing of the plane had not been pre-
meditated, it did not absolve Iranian offi-
cials of responsibility. Iran criticized the 
report as “highly politicized.” Iranian 
authorities initially denied responsibility 
but later admitted to inadvertently shoot-
ing down the Kyiv-bound plane after mis-
taking the Boeing jet for a U.S. missile while 
Iranian forces were on high alert during a 
confrontation with the United States. Iran 
was on edge after it fired missiles at Iraqi 
bases housing U.S. forces in retaliation for 
the killing of its most powerful military 
commander, Qassem Soleimani, in a U.S. 
drone strike at Baghdad airport. Iran fired 
the missiles on January 8, 2020, five days 
after the strike that killed Mr. Soleimani. 
The same night, the UIA flight was downed 
by Iranian surface-to-air missiles. (RFE/RL, 
with reporting by Reuters, CBC and BBC)

(Continued from page 10)
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With deep sorrow we announce the passing 
on December 16 in Alexandria, Virginia, of our 

father, grandfather, great-grandfather, brother and uncle

ROMAN FERENCEVYCH
born in Lviv in 1930

Roman left Lviv in March of 1944. He and his family � ed West through 
Krynytsia, Krakow and Berlin. After the war Roman lived in Displaced 
Persons camps in Karlsfeld, Berchtesgaden, Bad Woerishofen and 
Dillingen in Bavaria. He emigrated to the United States in July, 1950. 
During the Korean War he served as a non-commissioned o�  cer with 
the Army’s 1st Infantry Division. From 1951 to 1973 he worked as a 
master printer in the publishing section of the Ukrainian National 
Association, eventually becoming the head of the unit. In 1974 he moved 
to Washington and for the next 20 years, until his retirement 1995, was 
an announcer, reporter, writer, and editor with the Ukrainian Service of 
the Voice of America. In 1992-93 he was VOA’s accredited correspondent 
in Kyiv. He was a frequent elections observer in Ukraine and an active 
participant in Ukraine’s Orange Revolution in 2004. A graduate of St. 
Peter’s College in Jersey City, N.J., he was an early member of New York’s 
renowned choir «Dumka», a member of the Plast fraternity «Burlaky», 
and a member of the Shevchenko Scienti� c Society. For many years after 
his retirement he was the Washington correspondent for the Ukrainian-
language weekly newspaper «Svoboda.»

Funeral services were held at St. Nicholas Ukrainain Church in Passaic, 
NJ. His ashed will be interred at at Holy Cross Cemetery in North Arlington, 
N.J., next to his older brother Yuriy «Tsiukha» Ferencevych.

He is survived by sons Mark and Ihor with their wives Virginia and 
Elise; grandchildren Andrew, Christine, Melanie, Emily, and Peter; great-
grandchildren Avery, Adam, Garrett, and Ethan; members of the Czmola, 
Gorchynsky, Ferencevych, Krawciw, Dumanovsky and Kutscher families; 
and many friends in the U.S. and Ukraine.

Sen. Dick Durbin and more than 20 mem-
bers of Congress participated in a video call 
with Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy, Mr. Durbin said, “The world 
must reaffirm that Ukraine’s future be 
peacefully decided by its people.”

Founded in 1940, the Ukrainian 
Congress Committee of America is a non-

profit, non-partisan community-based 
organization that has represented the 
interests of more than two million 
Americans of Ukrainian descent in the 
United States. UCCA maintains a national 
office in New York City, a bureau in 
Washington and multiple local chapters 
across the United States. The Illinois 
Division of UCCA is based in Chicago. For 
more information about the planned rally, 
readers may visit the division’s website at 
http://uccaillinois.org/.

(Continued from page 3)

UCCA-Illinois...

between Ukraine’s aging, tiny air force and 
Russia’s, we can expect complete Russian 
control of Ukrainian skies in the first few 
hours of an invasion. Unfortunately, unlike 
Finland’s thick and swampy forests or 
Afghanistan’s mountains, or Vietnam’s jun-
gles, Ukraine’s topography is largely flat 
with low rolling hills. Only 5 percent of its 
land is mountainous, 15 percent is forest 
and 1.7 percent is wetland. Seventy-three 
percent of its population live in urban 
areas. Such topography enables Russian 
aircraft and satellites to spot and target 
anything of military value that moves. 
Ukraine’s only recourse is mobility, decep-
tion and concealment. 

Ukraine’s 15,000 miles of rail, 11,000 
miles of navigable rivers and 110,000 miles 
of roadways (95 percent hard surface) 
together with warehouses, garages, aban-
doned buildings, etc., offer extensive oppor-
tunity to store, conceal and move by rail, 
barge, truck, van and containers – almost 
all of its military equipment and ordnance, 
including shelters for troops, decentralized 
local C4 centers, etc., would be exposed by 
the enemy’s forces while Ukrainians could 
“rise up from the ground” – an enemy 
army’s worst nightmare.

New generation warfare

Daunting though all of this may seem, 
there is one bright side to it. The world has 
entered an era of war called “new genera-
tion warfare” (NGW) or “4th generation” 
warfare. NGW relies heavily on armaments 
with “artificial intelligence” commonly 
described as “small, smart and cheap.” Such 
distinguished military experts as Dr. 
Thomas X. Hammes have hailed these weap-
ons as “game changing … for small nations ... 
which will provide small and medium-sized 
nations with military capabilities that have 
previously been reserved for major powers 
... and for a reasonable price.”

Drones have had a huge impact on mili-
tary strategy and tactics. They and other 

armaments can be produced very cheaply 
by the hundreds using additive manufac-
turing (a.k.a. 3D printing). They range in 
size and utility from small “kamikaze” type 
“birds” that come loaded with explosives 
and programmed to spot and slam into 
specific structures and vehicles, to huge 
“unmanned aerial vehicles” (UAV) like the 
Turkish TB2, capable of traveling hundreds 
of miles and launching several missiles 
before returning. They can be launched by 
a single individual or a small team and 
loaded with an “explosively formed pene-
trator” (EFP) to penetrate a tank’s armor or 
“detonators” to ignite a grounded air-
plane’s fuselage – both using ammonium 
nitrate from a safe distance. Surveillance 
drones with cameras can hover near strate-
gic locations for hours and alert local parti-
sans of troop movements.

Many more examples can be offered, 
such as javelins and stingers, improvised 
explosive devices (IEDs), microwaves and 
other “directed energy” devices such as 
lasers, micro and cube satellites (to provide 
real-time intelligence on enemy move-
ments), as well as precision ammunition. 
Many can be carried and operated by a sin-
gle trained soldier or partisan/territorial 
defender, and most can be transported and 
fired from trucks or vans. 

One final point on IEDs. Although they 
are “old technology,” they were responsible 
for two-thirds of U.S. casualties in the last 
15 years. Mr. Hammes considers them “the 
ideal weapon against Russian ground inva-
sion” because their base explosive is a fer-
tilizer (ammonium nitrate) that is very 
common in Ukraine. He recommends that 
the state buy sufficient fertilizer to create 
tens of thousands of IEDs and distribute 
this material to home guard units. 

Ahead, from the start

Ukraine is fortunate in that it has both a 
capable defense-industrial complex and 
highly rated information technology exper-
tise. With adequate funding and sound 
management, it can produce sufficient, low-
cost “smart” defensive weapons to deter 
Russian aggression. It is already producing 

(Continued from page 6)

Ukraine’s... drones and is considering a joint produc-
tion facility with Turkey to produce the 
TB2 drone. Although Ukraine has very lim-
ited ability to intercept Russian jet fighters 
and bombers, it does have its own version 
of the “stinger” missile – the Strela and Igla 
can bring down helicopters and low-flying 
aircraft. Ukraine has less than 300 U.S. anti-
tank javelins, but its anti-tank guided mis-
siles – the Korsar, Skif and Stugna – cost 
less than 25 percent of the “Javelin.” And 
Ukraine’s high precision, long distance 
“smart” shells, such as the Karasuk and 
Kvitnyk and guided jet munitions such as 
the Vikha, give Ukraine a decisive advan-
tage over the enemy while reducing cost 
and waste.

One of Ukraine’s most advanced and 
promising weapons systems is the Neptune 
anti-ship mobile cruise missile with a range 
of 185 miles that is capable of destroying 
Russia’s Black Sea surface fleet. In an effort 
to regain some control of the sky, Ukraine’s 
75 aging attack and transport helicopters 
will be augmented with Ukrainian-built 
KT112 light combat helicopters equipped 
with anti-tank and SAM missiles. 

Budgeting for deterrence

For Ukraine, the key criteria in budget-
ing for a porcupine state is cost-effective-
ness (the most “bang for the buck”), mobili-
ty, survivability, concealment and domestic 
production. Every expenditure must be 
considered from the perspective of a 
Russian analyst assigned to determine how 
long, costly and difficult it would be for 
Russia to achieve its goals. 

The analyst would quickly conclude that 
fixed or readily visible, high-value military 
items would be a very low threat. With con-
trol of the skies, Russian fighter jets, bomb-
ers or navy ships would quickly dispose of 
them. Hence ships, planes, military depots, 
fixed C4 centers all would be taken off the 

table. Until Ukraine changes into a porcu-
pine state, such items have little military 
deterrent value.

The Russian analyst would then look for 
the other items his reports tell him Ukraine 
has been acquiring at a cost of billions of dol-
lars over several years: drones, Stingers, 
Javelins (or the Ukrainian equivalent), mis-
siles, ammo, shells, night vision goggles, snip-
er rifles, tons of ammonium nitrate and deto-
nators, helicopters (concealed), food sup-
plies, medical infirmaries. Nothing! The ana-
lyst would then look at a satellite photo of a 
rail car with uniformed troops. But the next 
day, it has been moved and can’t be identified 
from hundreds of others. He then realizes 
that Russia can’t win against a 40 million 
mobilized, trained and equipped nation.

Conclusion

Sun Tzu, the ancient Chinese military 
strategist, is known for his simple but pro-
foundly valuable insights on the art of war. 
Among his many insights is the following: 
“The art of war is of vital importance to the 
state. It is a matter of life and death, a road 
to safety or to ruin. Hence it is a subject of 
inquiry which can on no account be 
neglected. Convince your enemy that he 
will gain very little by attacking you; this 
will diminish his enthusiasm.”

Ukraine must convince not only Russia, 
but its allies that it is ready and capable of 
repelling Russian forces, and that it can 
mobilize its own forces and industries to 
produce a new generation of smart and 
inexpensive weapons of war that will serve 
as the basis of their “porcupine strategy.” 
But they need to mobilize their national 
budgetary resources and redirect their mil-
itary-industrial base much more quickly in 
order to manufacture the “New Gener-
ation” smart munitions and not waste 
money on expensive navy battleships and 
other high-value targets. 
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Art Basel week in Miami highlights work of two Ukrainian artists
by Oksana Piaseckyj

MIAMI – The Art Basel week in Miami is heralded as the 
event to see and at which people want to be seen. Art col-
lectors gather here in the first week of December to invest 
their fortunes in the art presented by galleries located all 
over the world.

After a two-year absence because of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, buyers and art lovers were anxious to have personal 
and physical contact with the abundance of art on display.

Digital sales platforms do not provide the immediacy of 
a gallery or art fair. Here individuals can meet artists, gal-
lerists and view directly art that stimulates the senses.

For a Ukrainian American, it is always a special moment 
to see Ukrainian artists showing off their talents at the fair. 
And in that regard, there were two truly gifted artists at 
different exhibit venues.

Among them was Ola Rondiak, who hails from Ukraine 
but was born in the United States. She moved with her 
family to Ukraine in the 1990s in order to develop her art 
there. Ms. Rondiak’s work is inspired by her family and his-
tory as the daughter of immigrants from Ukraine. Growing 
up as a first-generation American, she was fully immersed 
in the culture of her heritage and the struggle Ukraine had 
to endure to become an independent country. 

Ms. Rondiak’s work was represented by John William 
Gallery at “Context Art Miami.” Her exhibit related to the 
political turmoil of today in combination with the global 
relevance of searching for freedom, understanding the 
search for identity, the healing process and looking toward 
peace. Her collages incorporating all these themes are 

mesmerizing. She also creates wearable art and dressed in 
one of her creations. Standing next to her “straightjacket,” 
she caught the attention of many onlookers. 

The straitjackets are a statement on freedom. Ms. 
Rondiak believes “that it is our responsibility to find our 
freedom within, despite our outside circumstances.” As a 
trained psychotherapist, as well as an international artist, 
she depicts this statement very cleverly with the straitjack-
ets. By turning it around and cutting off the sleeves of the 
restrictive jacket, she creates a trendy fashion statement 
with a deep story behind it. She said that an art/fashion 
project based on the straitjacket is in the works for 2022.

With the death of Virgil Abloh at the beginning of Art 
Basel week, the 41-year-old creative director of “Off White” 
and creative director of the fashion house of Louis Vuitton, 
Ms. Rondiak felt connected to this tragedy and was 
inspired to pay him homage. She created a contemporary 
collage commemorating Virgil’s life and the genius behind 
his work. John William Gallery fell in love with the work 
and placed it on the outside wall so that all of the art 
enthusiasts passing through could feel the energy and pay 
their respects. 

Just weeks before Art Basel, Ms. Rondiak was exhibiting 
in The Modern Art Research Institute in Kyiv and in Tenri 
Cultural Institute in New York City. Currently her works are 
exhibiting in Milan with the traveling exhibit “Art Against 
Violence.” That exhibit will make its way to Rome and the 
United States in 2022. She will also be exhibiting with John 
William Gallery at the international art fair presented by 
Art Miami in Palm Beach, Fla., from March 24-27. 

The other Ukrainian artist, Olha Bosak, staged her art at 

“World Wide Art & Artavita Pavilion, Spectrum Miami.” 
Combining her education in science and art, Ms. Bosak’s 
art is contemplative of the use of energy and how it affects 
our world.

Her collection of paintings, called “Energy Matters,” 
encourages everyone to think about decisions we make in 
sourcing energy, what quantity we use and the quality that 
we choose. Expressing her solutions to a hydro power 
plant that was not working efficiently, Ms. Bosak depicts in 
her painting “Loss of Energy” her process of finding the 
answer.

Isaac Bulnes, one of the leading interior designers in 
Florida, said, “I have seen many artists creating art lament-
ing environmental decline, but have not seen one creating 
art celebrating actual solutions.”

 Ms. Bosak, although painting from childhood and then 
studying at The Salzburg International Summer Academy 
of Fine Arts, has only recently developed an international 
career as an artist. Her art is described as a contemporary 
artistic style conveyed through acrylics on canvas using 
branches, paper and fabrics to reinforce certain elements.

In 2017, Ms. Bosak was awarded the Woman Art Award 
in Paris, which was established by the Europe Art Awards 
and MUSA International Art Space. In 2020, she was select-
ed to participate in the world’s largest fine art trade show 
Art Expo New York, Art San Diego and Red Dot Miami 
(which was postponed to 2021 and 2022). Ms. Bosak has 
exhibited in New York at the United Nations, in Kyiv, 
Canada, Austria, Italy and France.

The work “Homage to Virgil Abloh” was created by the 
Ukrainian artist Ola Rondiak to pay homage to Virgil 
Abloh, the 41-year-old creative director of “Off White” 
and creative director of the fashion house of Louis 
Vuitton, who died at the beginning of Art Basel week in 

Miami.

Oksana Piaseckyj

Ukrainian artist Olha Bosak, who was awarded the 
2017 Woman Art Award in Paris, stands next to her 

work during Art Basel week in Miami.

Oksana Piaseckyj

Ukrainian artist Ola Rondiak (right) and Oksana 
Piaseckyj stand next to Ms. Rondiak’s work.

Courtesy of Oksana Piaseckyj

Mr. Trudeau, speaking with reporters in 
January 2017, said, “We’re proud of the 
strong friendship between Canada and 
Ukraine, and continue to condemn in no 
uncertain terms the illegitimate and illegal 
actions of the Russians in Ukraine, in the 
Donbas and Crimea.”

Ms. Freeland was first elected as a 
member of parliament in July 2013. She 
currently is deputy prime minister and 
minister of finance, and serves as a mem-
ber of parliament in the House of 
Commons representing the Toronto riding 
of University-Rosedale.

Source: “Chrystia Freeland is appointed 
as Canada’s foreign affairs minister,” by 
Christopher Guly, The Ukrainian Weekly, 
January 15, 2017.

(Continued from page 6)

Turning...

Mikhail, a former steel factory manager 
who fled the separatist-held city of 
Luhansk in 2014 for Kyiv, does not share 
Mr. Sobolevskiy’s enthusiasm.

The 48-year-old father of two, who 
withheld his last name because he fears 
both sides of the conflict, worries about a 
potential new surge in hostilities in the 
Donbas, where fighting is far less fierce 
than it was in 2014-2015 but continues, 
despite numerous cease-fires and the 
Minsk Accords – agreements that were 
meant to resolve the standoff but which 
have gone largely unimplemented. More 
than 13,000 civilians and combatants have 
been killed in the conflict.

Mikhail, whose parents and siblings still 
live in the separatist-held part of Luhansk 
Oblast, is highly critical of the de facto 

authorities there – and of Mr. Putin.
But he blames the pro-Western govern-

ment of former President Petro Poro-
shenko for the conflict. And he said he 
believes current President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy’s government is incapable of 
winning the hearts and minds of those liv-
ing in the separatist-held sections of the 
Donbas.

In the grim guessing game about wheth-
er Mr. Putin will risk launching a major new 
offensive, one key question is how much he 
believes he can achieve, and at what cost.

Analysts and Ukrainian officials suggest 
that in addition to the improved military, 
civilians could put up a stiff partisan resis-
tance, leading to drawn-out bloodshed in 
some areas.

But Nikolay Mitrokhin, a researcher at 
the University of Bremen, said that 
Moscow might hope to count on a substan-
tial number of people in the east and south 
whose sympathies lie with Moscow, not 

Kyiv, both for real support and to “provide 
the imagery” for Russian state TV in the 
event of an invasion.

“[Mr.] Putin feels a weakness. He uses 
these things. And … we know and under-
stand that some people may act this way,” 
Ihor Romanenko, a retired lieutenant gen-
eral and former deputy chief of staff of 
Ukraine’s armed forces, told RFE/RL.

He said that in 2014, some civilians in 
the east hampered Ukraine’s military by 
blocking roads and even stealing ammuni-
tion.

“But such actions won’t stop us when it 
comes to our defense,” Mr. Romanenko 
added.

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-russia-
invasion-calm-fears/31633377.html).

(Continued from page 2)

Amid rumblings...
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Dallas Stars defenseman Jamie Oleksiak 
was scheduled to become an unrestricted 
free agent on July 28, 2021, but was able 
to negotiate a contract with the NHL’s 
newest franchise, the Seattle Kraken, 
beginning July 18. The Kraken formally 
selected the big Ukrainian in the expan-
sion draft on July 21, and he signed a five-
year contract worth $4.6 million annually 
with Seattle.

Oleksiak looked at it as a great opportu-
nity for him to continue his growth as a 
player, out of his comfort zone in Dallas, 
and into somewhat of an unknown situa-
tion with a whole new team. In Dallas it 
was a numbers game – the Stars could not 
protect Oleksiak and risk exposing Miro 
Heiskanen, John Klingberg or Esa Lindell. 
There was the possibility of a deal follow-
ing the expansion draft, but Oleksiak decid-
ed to head to the Pacific Northwest.

Oleksiak played parts of nine seasons 
with the Stars after being selected in the 
first round of the 2011 draft. He totaled 16 
goals and 31 assists over 286 games during 
two stints in Dallas. The Stars traded him 
to Pittsburgh in 2017 before re-acquiring 
him for the same fourth-round pick in 
2019.

Golden Knights acquire  
Patrick from Flyers

In a mid-July roster move, the Vegas 
Golden Knights sent former first-round 
pick Cody Glass to the Nashville Predators 
in exchange for Ukrainian forward Nolan 
Patrick, whom the Predators had acquired 
from Philadelphia earlier the same day 
(July 17). Patrick was selected second over-
all at the 2017 NHL Draft, four slots ahead 
of where Vegas took Glass sixth overall. 
Golden Knights General Manager Kelly 
McCrimmon was part of Patrick’s develop-
ment as a player with the Brandon Wheat 
Kings of the WHL where McCrimmon 
coached the highly touted forward for four 
seasons.

Patrick has dealt with injury setbacks in 
his brief NHL career which forced him to 

miss the entirety of the 2019-2020 season. 
When he returned to action in 2020-2021, 
Patrick posted nine points (4G, 5A) in 52 
games for a Flyers team that missed the 
playoffs. Despite a drop in his production 
(Patrick scored 30 and 31 points in his first 
two seasons), McCrimmon is confident 
Patrick’s potential outweighs the obstacles 
he’s had to overcome.

A change of scenery might be just what’s 
needed for Patrick to reach the heights sec-
ond overall picks before him have attained. 
Patrick agreed the move to Vegas signifies a 
step in the right direction for his continued 
development.

“I was excited when I heard the news,” 
Patrick said in a July 18 media session. “It 
wasn’t the year I wanted in Philly last year 
and I think a fresh start is the best thing for 
me. Coming to an organization like Vegas is 
extremely exciting.”

Martinook back with Hurricanes

The Carolina Hurricanes decided to 
bring back alternate captain, the heart and 
soul of their locker room, Jordan 
Martinook, on a three-year, $5.4 million 
contract as reported on July 28, 2021. The 
Ukrainian forward took a bit of a pay cut 
after coming off back-to-back subpar sea-
sons, the most recent seeing him score only 
four goals and nine points. The organiza-
tion realizes his biggest value to the team 
has always been his intangibles, specifically 
his leadership.

Martinook is a huge piece of not only the 
team’s culture, but also its community. If he 
can remain healthy, there is optimism he 
could experience a return to the level he 
reached when he first came to Carolina 
three years ago. The worst-case scenario is 
he nonetheless brings affordable depth to 
the forward group.

The 6-foot-1, 215-pound forward 
ranked fifth on the team in hits with 90 and 
ranks second on the club in hits since 
2018-2019. The Brandon, Manitoba, native 
has tallied 51 points (20G, 31A) in 171 
games with Carolina in the regular season 

and 10 points (2G, 8A) in 29 playoff match-
es since 2018-2019.

Pysyk returns to Sabres

The Buffalo Sabres re-signed defense-
man/forward Mark Pysyk to a one-year 
contract worth $900,000 on July 28, 2021. 
Pysyk, 29, was Buffalo’s No. 1 draft pick in 
2010 and played parts of four seasons with 
the club (2012-2016) before being traded to 
Florida. He scored three goals and one assist 
in 36 games last year with Dallas, spending 
some time playing at right wing. He enjoyed 
career highs of nine goals and 18 assists for 
Florida in 2019-2020, including a hat trick 
while playing wing in a Panthers win at 
Toronto on February 3, 2020.

Pysyk is best remembered in Buffalo for 
his “Butt Goal,” an overtime winner against 
Arizona on December 23, 2013. After 
Pysyk drove the net and clipped the puck 
high into the air, it landed inside the jersey 
and rear portion of the pants of Coyotes 
goaltender Mike Smith. Sliding back 
toward the net trying to find a puck he 
could not see, Smith carried it over the goal 
line and Buffalo was awarded the victory 
following a video review.

Raddysh brothers reunite in 
Tampa Bay via Syracuse

The final day of July saw Tampa Bay re-
sign forward Taylor Raddysh to a three-
year extension with an average annual 
value of $758,333. The first year of the con-
tract is a two-way deal, while years two 
and three are one-way.

Raddysh, 23, played in 27 games for the 
AHL’s Syracuse Crunch in 2020-2021, reg-
istering 12 goals and 29 points. The 
Caledon, Ontario, native was first on the 
team in goals and power-play goals (3) and 
second in points. The 6-foot-3, 200-pound 
winger has skated in 159 career AHL con-
tests with the Crunch over three seasons, 
recording 49 goals and 110 points. He was 
originally drafted by the Lightning in the 
second round, 58th overall, in the 2016 
NHL draft.

He will be joined by his older brother, 
defenseman Darren, on the Syracuse roster 
at the start of the 2021-2022 year. There is 
hope he will see action with the parent 
club later this season.

Free agent frenzy saw the Stanley Cup 
Champion Tampa Bay Lightning sign five 
players to one-year, two-way contracts, 
among them Darren Raddysh. The 25-year-
old defenseman played in 24 games for the 
AHL’s Hartford Wolf Pack last season, post-
ing two goals and 15 points with 12 penal-
ty minutes. The 6-foot, 200-pound defend-
er has appeared in 228 AHL games over 
four seasons, collecting 22 goals and 95 
points with 107 penalty minutes. Darren 
joins younger brother Taylor in the 
Lightning organization. The two previously 
played together with the Erie Otters of the 
Ontario Hockey League the year they won 
the Memorial Cup with Connor McDavid. 
The undrafted Darren Raddysh initially 
signed an AHL contract with Chicago and 
spent time with the Rockford Ice Hogs 
before joining the New York Rangers on an 
AHL contract. The Raddysh brothers are 
expected to start the 2021-2022 season 
with the AHL’s Syracuse Crunch.

Oleksiak ready to get Kraken in Seattle

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at 
iman@sfgsports.com.

Nolan Patrick is a forward with the 
Vegas Golden Knights.

Jamie Oleksiak is a defenseman for the 
Dallas Stars.

Hockeydb.com

Jordan Martinook is alternate captain 
and plays forward for the Carolina 

Hurricanes.

Mark Pysyk, who switches between defense-
man and forward, returns to play with 

the Buffalo Sabres.
Taylor Raddysh is a forward with the 

Tampa Bay Lightning.

In May 2014, the Ukrainian National 
Association established the Publication 
Endowment Fund, thus taking a step 
toward ensuring the continuing good 
work and service to the community at 

large of its two most important fraternal 
benefits: The Ukrainian Weekly and 
Svoboda.

To contribute to the endowment and 
secure these newspapers’ future, donors 

should make checks payable to the 
Ukrainian National Foundation, the UNA’s 
charitable arm, with the notation in the 
memo line: FBO (that’s short for “for the 
benefit of”) Publication Endowment Fund. 

Checks should be mailed to the UNA 
Home Office at  2200 Route 10, 
Parsippany, NJ 07054.

Thank you for your anticipated sup-
port!

Are you a supporter of our Publication Endowment Fund?
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January 15 Concert, “Caroling for Christ,” Metropolia Center of the 
Online Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the U.S.A., Ukrainian 
 Cultural Center, 732-356-0090

January 15 Benefit event, with performance by the Trioda band, 
Jenkintown, PA Revived Soldiers Ukraine, Ukrainian Educational and
 Cultural Center, www.ueccphila.org

January 16 Festival of Christmas Carols, Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral 
Philadelphia of the Immaculate Conception, 215-922-2845

January 16 Film screening, “Courage” by Aliaksei Paluyan, Ukrainian 
Chicago Institute of Modern Art, www.uima-chicago.org

January 21 Sweet Malanka online watch party, St. Vladimir Institute, 
Online www.stvladimir.ca

January 22 Presentation of Debutantes, Plast Ukrainian Scouting
Whippany, NJ Organization – Newark Branch, with music by Hrim and
 Philadelphia Funk Authority, Hanover Marriott, 
 www.plastnewarkdeb.com or plastnewarkdebball@gmail.com

January 22 Plast Cleveland Debutante Ball, Plast Ukrainian Scouting 
Independence, OH Organization, with music by Klopit, Embassy Suites Hotel 
 Cleveland-Rockside, plastcledeb@gmail.com

January 23 Shchedriy Vechir dinner and program, Ukrainian National 
Jenkintown, PA Women’s League of America, Ukrainian Educational and 
 Cultural Center, www.ueccphila.org or 215-663-1166

January 23 Unity Day of Ukraine commemoration, Saint Mary’s 
Fox Chase, PA Ukrainian Catholic Cemetery, 215-663-8826

January 29 Ukrainian Debutante Ball, Taras Shevchenko School of
Washington Ukrainian Studies of Greater Washington, with music by
 Hrim, Omni Shoreham Hotel, zabavadc@gmail.com or
 www.dcukrainiandeb.com

February 5 Chervona Kalyna Cotillion Ball, with presentation of 
Pearl River, NY debutantes, Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization, Hilton 
 Pearl River, www.kalynadeb.org

February 7-11 Conference, “Beyond Borderland: 30 Years of Ukrainian 
Online Sovereignty,” featuring keynote speaker Ambassador Marie 
 Yovanovitch, Temerty Contemporary Ukraine Program,
 Harvard University, duncansmith@fas.harvard.edu 

February 12 Presentation of Debutantes, Ukrainian Engineers’ Society 
Philadelphia of America, The Bellevue Hotel, 610-277-1284 or 
 hewko@verizon.net

February 19 Presentation of Debutantes, Ukrainian American Youth 
Parsippany, NJ Association, Sheraton Parsippany Hotel, 
 https://cym.org/en/us/deb-tickets

February 19 Winter Ball and Presentation of Debutantes, Ukrainian 
Troy, MI Engineers’ Society of America – Detroit Branch, with music 
 by Svitanok, Detroit Marriott – Troy, dksawicky@gmail.com

February 19, 26 Performance, “Hotel California,” Yazykata Jezva, Ukrainian 
Jenkintown, PA Educational and Cultural Center, www.ueccphila.org

February 26 Presentation of Debutantes, Ukrainian Medical Association 
Chicago of North America (Illinois Branch), Palmer House Hilton, 
 www.umana.org or umanadeb@aol.com

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

“If the West does not accept the Russian 
ultimatum, they will have to face ‘a military 
and technical alternative,’ according to 
Deputy Foreign Affairs Minister Alexander 
Grushko,” an analysis by Francoise Thom 
for the bilingual French and English Desk 
Russie center said on December 30.

Ms. Thom wrote that what “Moscow 
fears in Ukraine is not a few NATO instruc-
tors, but freedom. It wants a disarmed 
Ukraine so that it can intimidate the ‘Kiev 
rebels’ and set up a regime hated by its peo-
ple, thus totally dependent on the Kremlin.”

The unilateral demands of the Kremlin 
combined with the ongoing threat of full-
scale war prompted U.S. President Joe 
Biden to accept Russian President Vladimir 
Putin’s phone call on January 2 to discuss 
the matter.

It was their second phone call in three 
weeks and was preceded by a phone call 
between U.S. Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken and Ukrainian Foreign Affairs 
Minister Dmytro Kuleba.

Leading up to the New Year, Ukraine 
started training self-defense battalions in 
each oblast and fortified air-defense sys-
tems near critical infrastructure.

Eighty Ukrainian service personnel were 
killed last year in the Russo-Ukrainian war 
and about 14,000 in total have perished 
since Russia invaded in early 2014.

Ahead of the Geneva talks, Ukrainian 
Ambassador to the U.S. Oksana Markarova 
told Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty that 
there cannot be “any compromise with an 
autocratic regime” because it “will not lead 
to peace if it is a compromise.”

This still leaves Ukraine, as well as most 
of Europe with Brussels absent, as a topic 
of discussion on the table. Meanwhile, 
Ukraine has not seat at the table.

As part of the multi-lateral talks in the 
Normandy format, the governmental advis-
ers of Ukraine, Germany, France and Russia 
held discussions on January 6, though the 
outcome of that meeting was not known by 
this newspaper’s deadline.

The NATO-Ukraine Commission, a deci-
sion-making body that aims to foster coop-
eration between NATO and Ukraine, meets 
on January 10 and the NATO-Russia 
Commission meets two days later.

Meanwhile, Mr. Blinken held a virtual 
discussion on January 3 with nine NATO 
members, known as the Bucharest 9: 
Bulgaria, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, 
Romania, Slovakia, Hungary and the Czech 
Republic.

Calling for a united NATO stance against 
Russia’s threats, he said the U.S. is commit-
ted to “close consultation and coordination 
with all of our Transatlantic Allies and part-
ners as we work toward de-escalation 
through deterrence, defense and dialogue,” 
Voice of America reported.

Separately this week, new German 
Chancellor Olaf Scholz and French Foreign 
Affairs Minister Emmanuel Bonne are trav-
elling to Moscow for talks with senior 
Russian officials, the Financial Times 
reported.

The diplomatic round of talks will end 
on January 13 when Russian officials meet 
their U.S. counterparts and other members 
of the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe.

At stake still is Ukraine’s future as a sov-
ereign nation.

“Members of a more pessimistic school 
of thought can also see that the [Russian] 
saber-rattling has been carefully planned,” 
author and historian Anne Applebaum 
wrote in The Atlantic magazine. “But they 
fear that it reflects a genuine change: 
Perhaps [Mr.] Putin has finally decided to 
realize his long-standing dream of remov-
ing Ukraine from the map.”

(Continued from page 1)

U.S., Europe go...

Ukrainian soldiers aim during a training exercise on January 4. 
General Staff of the Armed Forces of Ukraine

oppression. So did countless others, and 
not just Ukrainians. To revive an empire 
which brought such misery to the world? I 
say no. So do hundreds of millions. A 
Kremlin apology would be welcome. That 
would contribute immensely to global 
peace. But, don’t hold your breath. 

So, how’s this for a modest proposal? 
Vladimir Putin, Sergei Lavrov – keep your 
identity and names, but do not try to revive 
the Russian Empire, Soviet Union or Kyivan 
Rus’. Stay within your borders, spend less 
on military and more on your people. 
Above all, don’t force young Russians and 
Ukrainians to kill each for the sake of a 
1,000-year-old fantasy.

(Continued from page 7)

A modest...

It is out of the question – and let me 
make it very, very clear at this point in time 
– there cannot be a decision on the security 
in Europe without Europe. It is crucial for 
me, and pivotal, to involve the partners in 
Europe which are affected. And I thank you, 
Tony, for the exchange – on this point and 
our understanding.

Other countries have marriages of con-
venience and/or alliances of conveniences 
or satellite states, but we are more than 
that. We are friends and partners that share 

the same values, and we have to live these 
values.

Tony, dear team, once again, a very – 
thank you so much for welcoming us so 
warmly here in Washington, and I’m look-
ing forward to coming back, coming back to 
this beautiful country. It is important to me 
to come back soon and not just visit 
Washington, continue our talks here, but 
also hold discussions and talks with people 
in this country in various places. And I am 
looking forward to tackling the difficult sit-
uation on both sides of the Atlantic, tack-
ling the difficult situation for the peoples of 
our countries. Thank you so much for this 
meeting indeed.

(Continued from page 4)

In Washington...

The Ukrainian 
Weekly

on Facebook!
www.facebook.com/
TheUkrainianWeekly

Like Love
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