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The Ukrainian Weekly

by Mark Raczkiewycz

KYIV – More than 70 Ukrainian govern-
ment websites were penetrated with a 
“well-coordinated” cyberattack overnight 
on January 13-14, Ukrainian cybersecurity 
officials said.

Ten of those attacks targeted govern-
ment websites that “underwent unauthor-
ized penetration,” Ukraine’s State Service of 
Special Communications and Information 
Protection (CIP) said.

Ukraine’s Security Service (SBU) and 
CIP, which protects government informa-
tion technology assets and provides secure 
communication, said the massive hacker 
intrusion was “a supply chain attack” that 
was malware disguised as ransomware. 
The goal of the attack was to destroy the 
data of infected computers.

CIP Deputy Chairman Viktor Zhora told 
The Ukrainian Weekly that a “state actor” 
was behind the “well-coordinated attack.”

He added that an investigation is ongo-
ing and refrained from attributing the 
cyberattack to a specific country.

Some of “the patterns and techniques” 
that Russia used in the past during “simi-
lar” attacks on Ukraine’s cyber infrastruc-
ture are the same and are “related to their 
[Russia’s] constant aggression, including in 
cyberspace,” Mr. Zhora said.

Moscow has denied any involvement in 
the incident.

“We have nothing to do with it. Russia 
has nothing to do with these cyberattacks,” 
Kremlin spokesman, Dmitry Peskov, told 
CNN. “Ukrainians are blaming everything 
on Russia, even their bad weather in their 
country,” he said in English.

So far, at least a dozen computers at two 
unnamed government agencies were 
“wiped” clean by the malware, which is 

Extensive cyberattacks penetrate  
70 Ukrainian government websites

Government cyber protection agency says  
footprint points to Russia
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by Mark Raczkiewycz

KYIV – Washington and Moscow remain 
at a diplomatic impasse regarding the secu-
rity situation in Kyiv as Russia continues 
massing additional troops and heavy weap-
onry near Ukraine. 

U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, a 
congressional delegation from Washington 
and Germany’s new foreign affairs minister 

visited Ukraine this week to show their 
support for the eastern European country’s 
sovereignty as it faces the threat of a fur-
ther Russian invasion. 

Russian President Vladimir Putin has 
threatened to use “military-technical” force 
if his demands, outlined in two draft trea-
ties last month, are not met. Those 
demands include ending NATO coopera-
tion with Ukraine and for the neighboring 
country to never join the defense alliance. 

After meeting with the foreign delega-
tions, Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy on January 20 addressed the 
nation to de-emphasize the growing 
Russian military deployment combined 
with a permanent presence in parts of 
occupied Donbas and the Crimean 
Peninsula. 

He blamed the media for stoking panic 
amid a war that Russia has waged for near-
ly a decade and for exaggerating Russia’s 
aggressive military posturing around 
Ukraine’s borders. 

“What’s new? Isn’t this the reality for 
eight years? Didn’t the invasion start in 
2014?” he said on video. “Did the threat of a 
large-scale war appear only now? These 
risks existed. … They haven’t become bigger. 
The excitement around them has grown.”

As Ukraine’s second war-time president 
was trying to calm the nation and offer 
reassurance despite swelling numbers of 
Russian troops and an array of military 
hardware, U.S. President Joe Biden said the 
opposite. 

Diplomatic standoff persists 
as Russia shifts more military toward Ukraine

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy (left) and U.S. Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken greet each other in Kyiv on January 20.

U.S. State Department

An SBU cyber department officer exam-
ines a computer.

Security Service of Ukraine

Biden predicts Russia will ‘move in’ to Ukraine
RFE/RL

President Joe Biden predicted Russia 
will make a move on Ukraine but said 
President Vladimir Putin likely hasn’t 
decided and the country would face 
severe economic consequences should a 
military offensive occur.

“I’m not so sure he is certain what he is 
going to do. My guess is he will move in. 
He has to do something,” Mr. Biden said at 
a wide-ranging press conference on 
January 19 to mark his first year in office.

But Mr. Biden said an attack on Ukraine 
would be a “disaster for Russia,” exerting a 
tremendous human, economic and politi-
cal toll on Moscow.

“Our allies and partners are ready to 
impose severe costs and significant harm 
on Russia and the Russian economy,” he 
said, including sanctions on the energy 
sector and making it impossible for 

Russian banks to deal in U.S. dollars, the 
world’s reserve currency.

Although the Russian military is more 
powerful that Ukraine’s, Mr. Biden sug-
gested the loss of life for the Russians 
would be “heavy.”

“This is not all just a cakewalk for 
Russia,” he said. “Militarily, they have 
overwhelming superiority. And as it 
relates to Ukraine, they’ll pay a stiff price 
immediately, near term, medium term 
and long term if they do it.”

On Mr. Putin, Mr. Biden said he believes 
the Russian president “still does not want 
any full-blown war” but is looking for a 
degree of escalation and confrontation.

Russia has amassed an estimated 
100,000 troops in occupied Crimea and 
near Ukraine’s borders, raising alarm 
bells in Western capitals that Moscow is 
preparing further military action against 
Ukraine. Moscow already backs separatist 

fighters in an ongoing war in eastern 
Ukraine that has claimed more than 
13,200 lives since 2014, the same year it 
illegally annexed Crimea.

Russia denies planning an invasion, 
even as it ramps up belligerent rhetoric 
and presses a series of demands about 
NATO expansion and the security archi-
tecture in Eastern Europe.

Mr. Biden said he believed Mr. Putin 
intends to test NATO and that the response 
to Russia’s actions would depend on their 
scale and the ability of the West to over-
come differences.

“Russia will be held accountable if it 
invades and it depends on what it does. 
It’s one thing if it’s a minor incursion and 
we (allies) end up having to fight about 
what to do and what to not do, et cetera,” 
Mr. Biden said.

(Continued on page 14)

U.S. says further Russian invasion imminent,  
as Zelenskyy urges calm

(Continued on page 8)
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Poroshenko defiant in return to Ukraine

Former President Petro Poroshenko has 
returned to Ukraine to fight treason charges 
he rejects as politically motivated, setting 
the stage for a divisive political storm as the 
government seeks the support of its 
Western partners amid heightened tensions 
with Russia. At the Kyiv airport, where he 
arrived on a flight from Warsaw on January 
17, Mr. Poroshenko was greeted by several 
thousand supporters. Some held banners 
reading, “We need democracy” and “Stop 
repressions.” From the airport Mr. 
Poroshenko went to court, which decided 
not to remand him in custody during the 
investigation and trial. Prosecutors request-
ed bail of 1 billion hryvnias ($37 million) 
and the wearing of an electronic tracking 
bracelet as a condition for the release of the 
56-year-old Poroshenko, one of Ukraine’s 
richest businessmen. After hours of pro-
ceedings, the court adjourned until January 
19. The accusations against Mr. Poroshenko 
are linked to an alleged sale of coal that 
helped finance Russia-backed separatists in 
eastern Ukraine in 2014-2015 while Mr. 
Poroshenko was in office. Mr. Poroshenko, 
who is now a lawmaker and the leader of 
the opposition European Solidarity party, 
accuses his successor, President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy, of political persecution. The for-
mer president and his allies also accuse Mr. 
Zelenskyy of promoting political division at 
a time when Ukraine needs unity in the face 
of a Russian troop buildup near its borders 
that has spawned fears of a possible attack. 
“We’re here not to defend Mr. Poroshenko. 
We’re here to join forces and defend 
Ukraine,” Mr. Poroshenko told supporters at 
Kyiv’s airport after being out of the country 
since December. “United Ukraine is strong, 
and a strong Ukraine is capable of pushing 
back against [Russian President Vladimir] 
Putin.” The billionaire businessman has 
already had his assets frozen as part of the 
investigation. He faces up to 15 years in 
prison if convicted. Russia illegally annexed 
Crimea in 2014 and began supporting sepa-
ratist fighters in an ongoing war in eastern 
Ukraine that broke out the same year and 
has claimed more than 13,200 lives. The 
allegations against Mr. Poroshenko have 
caused international concern that Mr. 

Zelenskyy and his allies are settling scores 
at a time when attention needs to be 
focused on the Russian troop buildup. “All 
political leaders in Ukraine need to unite 
against Russian aggression right now. So 
important at this time not to lose sight of 
this or be distracted by polarizing domestic 
politics,” Melinda Simmons, the British 
ambassador to Ukraine, said in a tweet on 
January 17. During a visit by a bipartisan 
U.S. congressional delegation to Kyiv on 
January 17, Sen. Rob Portman (R-Ohio) 
urged a fair process and encouraged unity 
among Ukrainians. “We have to be sure that 
the rule of law is followed,” Mr. Portman told 
RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service after a press 
briefing. “I hope that the message of unifica-
tion will be the strongest message.” Mr. 
Poroshenko was elected as head of a pro-
Western government after the 2014 popu-
lar protests ousted Russia-backed former 
President Viktor Yanukovich. Mr. Zelenskyy 
crushed Mr. Poroshenko in the 2019 elec-
tion on a campaign to fight corruption and 
curb the influence of oligarchs. (RFE/RL’s 
Ukrainian Service, with reporting by AP, 
AFP, Reuters)

Language law comes into force

A language law came into force in 
Ukraine on January 16 that requires all 
national print media to be published in the 
country’s official language, Ukrainian, in a 
bid to push back against the use of the 
Russian language in the public sphere. The 
law, adopted in 2019, does not ban publica-
tion in Russian but stipulates that a parallel 
Ukrainian version of equal scope and circu-
lation must be published, too. It’s not con-
sidered a profitable option for publishers in 
the shrinking market for print media. The 
transition – which comes amid an escala-
tion of tensions between Ukraine and 
Russia – is based on a controversial lan-
guage law from 2019 that was passed just 
after former President Petro Poroshenko 
was voted out of office. Mr. Poroshenko 
signed it just before current President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy took office and a 
transitional period has been in place since 
then. Supporters of the law say it will 
strengthen national identity. Critics argue 

(Continued on page 14)
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by Pavel K. Baev
Eurasia Daily Monitor

Diplomats naturally value dialogue; but 
when it comes to current relations with 
Moscow, the wisdom of such an approach 
looks dubious – particularly following the 
week of consecutive rounds of tough talks 
between Russia on the one hand and the 
United States, the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO) and finally the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation 
in Europe (OSCE) on the other hand. 
Discussions of Russian demands for “secu-
rity guarantees” were doomed to failure 
from the outset, which is unlikely to change 
going forward. Moscow’s position remains 
unreasonably demanding and deliberately 
rude, so the message from the Kremlin – 
that President Vladimir Putin might be 
open to a conditional future summit after 
he examines the forthcoming written U.S. 
response to his proposals – is merely a pre-
emptive acknowledgement that there is 
nothing to discuss (Rossiiskaya Gazeta, 
January 14). The question about what to 
expect in such a situation looms large, and 
the answers depend upon the interpreta-
tion of what Mr. Putin’s intentions behind 
the “ultimatum,” delivered 10 days after his 
video-conference with U.S. President 
Joseph Biden on December 7, really were.

Undercutting Washington and exacer-
bating disagreements between European 
states are traditionally high on the list of 
Russia’s probable intentions, but crude 
pressure has turned out to be counterpro-
ductive in this regard (Moscow Echo, 
January 14). Moscow has not found useful 
cracks in NATO’s unity. And if Mr. Putin had 
hopes for German ambivalence, assuming 
that the new Chancellor Olaf Scholtz is no 
match for Angela Merkel, who recently 
departed her post, he is left with disap-
pointment (Nezavisimaya Gazeta, January 
13). Many Europeans are certainly worried 
about the threat of war. But the proposition 
to recreate a continental “security architec-
ture” that would include Russia rather than 
confront it is undercut by Moscow’s 
demonstrative disdain toward the OSCE, 
which inherently embodies such an idea 
(Kommersant, January 13). Russian diplo-
mats appeal to the principle of “indivisibili-
ty of security” established in the Helsinki 
Accords (1975), but they omit the fact that 
these documents also contain commit-
ments to respect human rights and basic 
freedoms. Russia breaks those promises 
habitually, as illustrated recently by the 
state’s suppression of the humanitarian 
work performed by the non-governmental 
organization Memorial (Novaya Gazeta, 
January 11).

On the international stage, Ukraine is 
currently the main target of Russian pres-
sure. Isolating this troubled country from 
the rest of Europe is one of Mr. Putin’s most 
persistent intentions; although this has not 
come any closer to fruition since the start 
of the Russian military buildup on 
Ukraine’s borders last autumn (Svoboda.
org, January 10). New battalions have been 
moved to forward positions in order to 
make the arguments of Russian diplomats 
more persuasive (Meduza, January 12). 
Members of the Ukrainian leadership may 
be upset that their case is being discussed 
between Russia and the U.S. without them 
(see Eurasia Daily Monitor, December 14, 
16, 2021); but NATO has communicated 
clearly that the door into the Alliance 
remains open and that no curtailing of mili-

tary ties with Ukraine is in the cards 
(Izvestia, January 13). Foreign Affairs 
Minister Sergei Lavrov announced that 
Russian patience with Ukraine’s behavior 
had run out; but Kyiv demonstrates 
remarkable resolve in rejecting these prov-
ocations, particularly after the cyberattack 
last Friday, January 14 (TASS, January 14; 
RBC, January 15).

Mr. Lavrov’s explanation of Russia’s deci-
sion to escalate the crisis in European secu-
rity by issuing ultimatums actually points to 
acute impatience driving Mr. Putin’s behav-
ior, which for all intents and purposes is the 
main variable in the complex formula of the 
current confrontation. Since the start of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, Mr. Putin’s worries 
about his own health have become all-prev-
alent, and he opted to celebrate Julian 
Calendar Christmas this year in solitude 
(Znak.com, January 7). That self-obsession 
is on par with the Kremlin leader’s perva-
sive concerns about the short flight time of 
hypothetical NATO missiles stationed in 
Ukraine or about U.S. combat ships operat-
ing in the Black Sea near his Sochi residence 
(Svoboda.org, January 2). The Russian mar-
kets are reacting nervously to the Kremlin’s 
assertive course, confirming that the coun-
try’s business elites are aware of the presi-
dent’s  neglect  of  their  interests 
(Kommersant, January 14). Mr. Putin tends 
to discount the damage of new Western 
sanctions much the same way he disregards 
the deep reluctance among Russians to pro-
ceed from habitual quarrels with Ukraine 
into a real hot war (Rosbalt, January 14).

Further intensifying Mr. Putin’s worries 
about the firmness of his grasp on power 
was the sudden explosion of unrest in 
Kazakhstan earlier this month. Until then, 
Kazakhstan seemed to proceed along the 
track of authoritarian modernization chart-
ed by Nursultan Nazarbayev, who carefully 
controlled his chosen successor – President 
Kassym-Jomart Tokayev (Republic.ru, 
January 13). This control was broken when 
Mr. Tokayev responded to the economic 
protests in the oil-producing Zhanaozen as 
well as riots in the former capital of Almaty 
by replacing the government, removing Mr. 
Nazarbayev from his lifetime position on 
the Security Council, and then appealing to 
Russia for help (Novaya Gazeta, January 8). 
The swift arrival of some 2,000 Russian 
paratroopers convinced all groupings of 
Kazakhstan’s elites that Mr. Tokayev is 
backed by Mr. Putin, so order was easily 
restored. Yet the hard task of rebuilding 
stability by executing difficult reforms lies 
ahead (Forbes.ru, January 10).

In order to consolidate his support base 
and reassure Western investors as well as 
China, Mr. Tokayev will need to prove he is 
a leader in his own right and not merely a 
Russian pawn (Nezavisimaya Gazeta, 
January 13). Mr. Tokayev took a step in that 
direction when he publicly asserted that 
the “coup attempt” ostensibly supported by 
thousands of foreign-trained terrorists had 
been defeated and that, therefore, the 
Russian troops could return home 
(Carnegie.ru, January 14). Mr. Putin con-
sented to this withdrawal but declared that 
Russia would move forcefully against all 
“color revolutions” in its neighborhood 
(New Times, January 16). It is far more 
comfortable for the Kremlin head, as for 
any despotic ruler, to believe that all popu-
lar uprisings are organized by the hostile 
West rather than caused by public outrage 
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Ukrainian court rejects detention request for ex-president accused of treason
RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service

KYIV – A Ukrainian court has rejected a 
prosecutor’s request to arrest Petro Poro-
shenko in a treason case that the former 
president rejects as politically motivated.

Mr. Poroshenko appeared in Kyiv’s 
Pechersk district court on January 19 while 
hundreds of his supporters demonstrated 
outside, chanting and waving flags and 
briefly scuffling with police before the 
hearing.

Inside, a judge said that Mr. Poroshenko 
did not need to be remanded in custody, 
though he should appear before prosecu-
tors and investigators when requested to 
do so. He was also ordered to stay in Kyiv 
and had to hand over his passport.

Mr. Poroshenko announced he would 
appeal the ruling, saying it “hinders” his 
political activity.

“This is not yet a victory; this is the first 
step in the right direction,” the 56-year-old 
said.

After the hearing, Mr. Poroshenko joined 
his supporters outside the court, and a 
crowd then began marching toward the 
president’s office.

The prosecution had requested bail of 1 
billion hryvnias ($37 million) as a condi-

tion for the release of the ex-president, one 
of Ukraine’s richest businessmen.

The case has raised international con-
cern, with visiting U.S. Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken appealing to Ukrainians to 
“stick together” as the country “faces the 
possibility of renewed Russian aggression.”

“I think one of Moscow’s long-standing 
goals has been to try to sow divisions, 
between and within countries, and quite 
simply we cannot and will not let them do 
that,” Mr. Blinken said while meeting 
President Volodymyr Zelens kyy on January 
19.

The accusations against Mr. Poroshenko 
are linked to the alleged sale of coal that 
helped finance Kremlin-backed separatists 
in eastern Ukraine in 2014-2015 while he 
was in office.

The billionaire businessman has already 
had his assets frozen as part of the investi-
gation. He faces up to 15 years in prison if 
convicted.

Mr. Poroshenko, who is now a lawmaker 
and the leader of the opposition European 
Solidarity party, accuses his successor, Mr. 
Zelenskyy, of political persecution.

The former president and his allies say 
the case was cooked up by allies of Mr. 
Zelenskyy, and accuse him of promoting 

political division at a time when the coun-
try is bracing for a possible Russian mili-
tary offensive.

Mr. Poroshenko was elected as head of a 
pro-Western government after popular 
protests ousted pro-Russian former 
President Viktor Yanukovych in 2014.

Mr. Zelenskyy crushed Mr. Poroshenko 
in the 2019 election on pledges to fight cor-

ruption and curb the influence of oligarchs.
(With reporting by Reuters and AFP)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-poroshen-
ko-treason-detention/31661598.html).

Petro Poroshenko addressed supporters as he stood in front of the court building in 
Kyiv prior to a session on January 17.

Press service of Petro Poroshenko, via RFE/RL

by Roman Tymotsko

KYIV – Riding a SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket 
launched from Cape Canaveral, Fla., 
Ukraine sent its first satellite in a decade to 
space on January 13.

The optical satellite Sich-2-30 was 
designed to capture digital photos of the 
Earth’s surface. More specifically, the satel-
lite, which was designed at the Pivdenne 
(also known as Yuzhnoye) Design Bureau 
in Dnipro, Ukraine, will monitor land use, 
vegetation, forests and water resources. It 
will also keep an eye on the movement of 
military troops, equipment and ships, 
according to Ukrinform.

“The purpose of the Sich-2-30 satellite is 
to monitor the use of land, vegetation, for-
est and water resources. Also, the govern-
ment can use it to eliminate the conse-
quences of natural disasters. At the same 
time, it will allow obtaining high-quality 
data on the creation of engineering struc-
tures, movement of military equipment and 
ships, etc.,” said Volodymyr Taftay, head of 
the State Space Agency of Ukraine.

For Ukraine, the launch of the satellite 

marks a step forward in its goal of becom-
ing a significant player in space. The suc-
cessful launch of the Sich-2-30 satellite may 
spur Ukraine to approve the launch of a 
group of satellites that will help the coun-
try’s economy and the army, according to 
its designers.

Ukraine sent its last satellite, Sich-2, into 
orbit in August 2011 with the help of the 
Dnipro-1 launch vehicle, which was built at 
the Ukrainian Pivdenmash factory with the 
involvement of several Russian companies. 
That launch took place at a base in the 
Orenburg region of Russia.

Sich-2 was expected to operate for five 
years, but Ukraine lost contact with the sat-
ellite in December 2012, just over a year 
into its planned mission. Scientists later 
discovered the problem was caused by a 
Russian-made battery. Ukraine has not had 
its own satellite in orbit since Sich-2 failed 
in December 2012.

Ukraine previously sent satellites to 
space in August 1995 (Sich-1) and 
December 2004 (Sich-1M), making Sich-2-

A screen shot of a video shows the launch of a SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket that carried the 
Ukrainian satellite Sich-2-30 into space from the launch facility in Cape Canaveral, 

Fla., on January 13.

SpaceX livestream via YouTube

Ukraine’s first satellite in a decade  
launched into orbit on SpaceX rocket

(Continued on page 5)

KYIV – A bipartisan delegation of U.S. 
senators met with Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy on January 17, dur-
ing which time the senators expressed 
their strong solidarity with Ukraine in the 
face of increased Russian aggression, 
including the further military buildup of 
Russian troops on the Ukraine/Russia bor-
der. The participants of the meeting also 
discussed the ongoing conflict in the 
Donbas and the annexation of Crimea. 

U.S. Sens. Rob Portman (R-Ohio), Jeanne 
Shaheen (D-N.H.), Richard Blumenthal 
(D-Conn.), Kevin Cramer (R-N.D.), Amy 
Klobuchar (D-Minn.), Chris Murphy 
(D-Conn.) and Roger Wicker (R-Miss.) all 
took part in the meeting with Mr. 
Zelenskyy.

During the meeting in Kyiv, the senators 
expressed their deep concern over the 
buildup of Russia’s forces in and around 
Ukraine, and pledged to continue to sup-
port funding for Ukraine’s defense in the 
U.S. Senate.

“This is a critical time in Ukraine’s histo-
ry and our delegation sent a message to 
Russia and the people of Ukraine that the 
United States stands with Ukraine in 
response to unwarranted and unprovoked 
Russian aggression,” Mr. Portman said. “As a 
bipartisan delegation representing differ-
ent parts of the country across the political 
spectrum, we made it clear that the cause 
of freedom knows no political boundary in 
the U.S. Congress. We expressed our soli-
darity with the people of Ukraine in pro-
tecting their sovereignty and territorial 
integrity.”

Discussions during the meeting touched 
on the further needs Ukraine has for assis-
tance to counter the Russian threat. The 
senators also discussed the need for 
Ukraine to continue its democratic reforms 
in order to position the country for mem-
bership in NATO.

The senators discussed increased fund-
ing for the Ukraine Security Assistance 
Initiative that recently passed Congress as 
part of the Fiscal Year 2022 National 

Defense Authorization Act. The initiative 
has been extended through 2022 and its 
funding has been increased from $250 to 
$300 million per year, with at least $75 mil-
lion specifically designated for lethal assis-
tance. The funds will be used to help train, 
equip and provide support for the 
Ukrainian government and armed forces in 
their effort to defend their independence, 
sovereignty and territorial integrity against 
Russian aggression.

“Our bipartisan delegation concluded a 
comprehensive series of meetings with 
President Zelenskyy and members of his 
administration, and throughout the day, 
[we] made clear that the United States is 
united across party lines in support of 
Ukraine against [Mr.] Putin’s belligerence,” 
said Ms. Shaheen. “I’m proud to have part-
nered with Sen. Portman to lead this group 
of lawmakers to reaffirm our nation’s 
resolve to stand with our democratic part-
ners. I look forward to sharing feedback 
with our Senate colleagues so we can swift-
ly get to work on a path forward in 
Congress to respond to the political situa-
tion in Ukraine and Eastern Europe that 
safeguards Ukraine’s territorial integrity, 
Europe’s energy security and broader 
regional stability. Efforts are underway to 
enhance our laws that will empower the 
Biden administration with tools to work 
with our allies to prepare penalties for 
[Mr.] Putin amid his provocations, and 
increase aid to Ukraine.”

“Vladimir Putin has made the biggest 
mistake of his career in underestimating 
how courageously the people of Ukraine 
will fight him if he invades. Vladimir Putin’s 
plan is to divide, demoralize and degrade 
democracy through a hybrid war of cyber, 
military action and misinformation. But 
there will be consequences for this unpro-
voked aggression. America is bound to 
Ukraine by an unshakable dedication to 
freedom, independence and democracy. We 
will continue to stand with the people of 

Bipartisan delegation of U.S. Senators meets with 
Zelenskyy, discusses threat of Russian reinvasion

(Continued on page 5)
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Announces U.S. sanction of two members 
 of Ukrainian parliament, among others

   FOR THe ReCORd
Blinken releases statement on Russians recruiting  
Ukrainian nationals to gain sensitive information

The following statement was released 
by U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken 
on January 20.

In advance of a potential further inva-
sion of Ukraine, Russian intelligence ser-
vices, mainly the Federal Security Service 
(FSB), a U.S. sanctioned entity, have been 
recruiting Ukrainian nationals in key 
positions to gain access to sensitive infor-
mation. The FSB leverages these officials 
in an attempt to create instability in 
Ukraine. In close coordination with the 
government of Ukraine, the United States 
is working to identify, expose and impose 
costs on these actors in order to foil these 
influence operations.

The United States today is imposing 
sanctions on four individuals connected 
to ongoing Russian intelligence service-
directed influence activities designed to 
destabilize Ukraine.

This action is intended to target, high-
light and undercut Russia’s ongoing 
destabilization effort in Ukraine. It is sep-
arate and distinct from the broad range 
of high impact measures the United 
States and its allies and partners are pre-
pared to impose in order to inflict signifi-
cant costs on the Russian economy and 
financial system if it were to further 
invade Ukraine.

The individuals we are targeting, two 
of whom are members of Ukraine’s par-
liament, act at the direction of the FSB 
and support Russia’s destabilizing and 
dangerous influence operations, which 
undermine not just Ukraine but also the 
fundamental principles of democracy.  
The four individuals designated today 

include Taras Kozak, Oleh Voloshyn, 
Volodymyr Oliynyk and Vladimir 
Sivkovich. This action is in line with other 
actions that we have taken to target 
Russian disinformation campaigns, 
including 32 election interference desig-
nations that we announced in April 2021.

Russia has used hybrid tactics, includ-
ing disinformation and other influence 
campaigns, to destabilize Ukraine for 
years. In 2020, Kremlin officials launched 
a comprehensive information operation 
plan designed in part to degrade the abil-
ity of the Ukrainian state to independent-
ly function; the individuals designated 
today played key roles in that campaign.

Russia’s influence campaigns are not 
only focused on Ukraine. For over a 
decade, Russia has employed disinforma-
tion outlets and intelligence service affili-
ates globally to spread false narratives in 
support of its strategic goals. Since at 
least 2016, Russian intelligence services 
have sought to influence U.S. elections 
through a number of tactics. For example, 
Taras Kozak used the media platforms he 
owns both to denigrate senior members 
of Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy’s inner circle and amplify false 
narratives around the 2020 U.S. elections.

The United States will continue to take 
steps, including through actions like this 
one, and in partnership with the 
Ukrainian government, to identify, expose 
and undercut Russia’s destabilization 
efforts in Ukraine. The United States also 
will continue to expose and counter 
Russia’s global campaign of malign influ-
ence, in Ukraine and beyond.

As Moscow menaces and Washington warns, there are glimpses of a possible way forward on Ukraine
by Mike Eckel

RFE/RL

About three hours after the conclusion 
of the most important European security 
talks in years, Russia’s deputy foreign 
affairs minister sat before a thicket of news 
microphones and offered up a combative 
postmortem.

Further degradation of the situation 
with NATO, Aleksandr Grushko said on 
January 12, will lead to “the most severe 
and unpredictable consequences for 
European security.”

Shortly after, he added the following:
“Today was a frank conversation. … It 

was difficult, but frank, but this is already 
good from the point of view of the situation 
of European security. I want to emphasize 
again that we have made the first step for-
ward,” he said. “We look at this very realis-
tically – that is, we don’t have lofty expecta-
tions – but we’re pragmatic. If there is a 
chance to move in the right direction, why 
wouldn’t you take that chance?”

With around 100,000 Russian troops 
staged along Ukraine’s border and rela-
tions between Moscow and NATO and the 
United States slipping toward outright con-
flict, Russian, the U.S. and European diplo-
mats have tried to stop that slide.

It’s not yet clear if they accomplished 
that. In Washington, the White House 

national security adviser had tough new 
warnings for Moscow, while the Kremlin’s 
spokesman called the talks “unsuccessful.”

At the very least, though, several experts 
said they appeared to be a baby step in the 
right direction. Or simply not a step in the 
wrong direction.

“Something absolutely unbelievable is 
happening as a result of the Russia-NATO 
talks,” Tatyana Stanovaya, a Russian political 
analyst, wrote in a post on Telegram. “NATO 
rejects Russia’s main demands, but offers to 
continue the dialogue. Very constructive 
rhetoric, a sharp decrease in hostility.”

“On the Russian side, based on the state-
ments of [Mr.] Grushko, there is an appear-
ance of optimism, a very calm, reassuring 
mood,” she wrote. “On the one hand, it is 
obvious that what is happening is a great 
achievement in itself – a multilateral 
response to the decades-long accumulation 
of contradictions.”

To be sure, public statements from 
Russian officials have been contradictory. 
Mr. Grushko’s colleague, Sergei Ryabkov, 
said talks were at a “dead end,” telling the 
Russian channel RTVi, “I don’t see any 
grounds to sit down in the next few days.”

“We need ironclad, waterproof, bullet-
proof, legally binding guarantees. Not 
assurances. Not safeguards. Guarantees,” 
said Mr. Ryabkov, who led the Russian talks 
in Geneva.

Later, Mr. Ryabkov sounded an even 
more pessimistic note.

“Moscow sees no reason for new meet-
ings with the United States and its allies on 
security proposals,” he was quoted as say-
ing by the TASS news agency on January 
13.

At his annual news conference on 
January 14, Foreign Affairs Minister Sergei 
Lavrov also sounded pessimistic. Still, he 
said Moscow would wait for a written reac-
tion before deciding how to proceed.

“We expect a written response from our 
Western colleagues on our proposals,” he 
said. “We are convinced that, if there is a 
will to compromise, one can always find 
mutually acceptable solutions.”

“Russia is waiting for U.S.-NATO reaction 
and will make up its mind after [it] receives 
it,” Nikolai Sokov, a former Russian diplo-
mat who is now at the Vienna Center for 
Disarmament and Nonproliferation, told 
RFE/RL. “In the meantime, they have to 
indicate they are ready to keep talking. 
There is a glimpse of hope. Just a glimpse, 
but at least something,” he said.

Open door, closed door

In Brussels, where Mr. Grushko spoke, 
his remarks were preceded by statements 
from the NATO secretary-general, Jens 
Stoltenberg, and the lead U.S. negotiator, 
Wendy Sherman, the number two official at 

the U.S. State Department.
Neither minced words, either about 

NATO’s long-standing “open-door” doc-
trine or about Western warnings on 
Russian military forces deployed to regions 
along Ukraine’s border.

But both also made small signals of the 
possibility of progress.

“There is plenty to work on, where we 
have places where we can enhance mutual 
security,” Ms. Sherman told reporters. 
“There are some places we cannot. But 
there is progress that can be made.”

“There was no commitment to de-esca-
lation, no,” she said, when asked about 
Russia’s stance during the talks. “Nor was 
there a statement that there would not be,” 
she added after a pause.

If there were any cracks at all in the 
nearly shut door, it may be because the 
severity of the situation is keeping officials 
on both sides from letting it close com-
pletely.

“I think the talks achieved more or less 
the only thing they could achieve, which is 
that no one stormed out in anger,” said Sam 
Greene, director of the Russia Institute at 
King’s College London. “Both sides are 
sticking to their initial positions, which is 
unsurprising, given how fundamental both 
sides’ positions are.”

(Continued on page 9)

U.S. Treasury Department

WASHINGTON – The Department of the 
Treasury’s Office of Foreign Assets Control 
(OFAC) sanctioned four individuals engaged 
in Russian government-directed influence 
activities to destabilize Ukraine on January 
20. This is the latest action taken to target 
purveyors of Russian disinformation, 
including designations made in April 2021.

The move is intended to target, under-
mine and expose Russia’s ongoing destabi-
lization effort in Ukraine. This action is sep-
arate and distinct from the broad range of 
high impact measures the United States 
and its allies and partners are prepared to 
impose in order to inflict significant costs 
on the Russian economy and financial sys-
tem if it were to further invade Ukraine.

The individuals designated on January 
20 act at the direction of the Russian 
Federal Security Service (FSB), an intelli-
gence service sanctioned by the United 
States, and support Russia-directed influ-
ence operations against the United States 
and its allies and partners.

The four individuals have played various 
roles in Russia’s global influence campaign 
to destabilize sovereign countries in sup-
port of the Kremlin’s political objectives. 
The United States will continue to take 
steps, through actions like this one, and in 
partnership with the Ukrainian govern-
ment, to identify, expose and undercut 
Russia’s destabilization efforts. 

“The United States is taking action to 
expose and counter Russia’s dangerous and 
threatening campaign of influence and dis-
information in Ukraine,” said Deputy 
Secretary of the Treasury Wally Adeyemo. 
“We are committed to taking steps to hold 
Russia accountable for their destabilizing 
actions.”

Russian intelligence services, including 
the FSB, recruit Ukrainian citizens in key 
positions to gain access to sensitive infor-
mation, threaten the sovereignty of Ukraine 
and then leverage these Ukrainian officials 
to create instability in advance of a poten-
tial Russian invasion. The United States has 
worked closely with the government of 
Ukraine to identify and expose these actors 
to thwart Russia’s influence operations.

In 2020, Kremlin officials launched a 
comprehensive information operation plan 
designed in part to degrade the ability of 
the Ukrainian state to function indepen-
dently and without Russian interference. 
This included identifying and co-opting 
pro-Russian individuals in Ukraine and 
undermining prominent Ukrainians viewed 
as pro-Western, who would stand in the 
way of Russian efforts to bring Ukraine 
within its control. Goals of the plan includ-
ed destabilizing the political situation in 
Ukraine and laying the groundwork for cre-
ating a new, Russian-controlled govern-
ment in Ukraine. 

Russia’s influence campaigns are not 
only focused on Ukraine. For over a decade, 
Russia has employed disinformation out-
lets and intelligence service affiliates to 
spread false narratives in support of its 
strategic goals. Since at least 2016, Russian 
agents have even sought to influence U.S. 
elections by spreading disinformation, 
sowing discord among U.S. audiences and 
falsely denigrating U.S. politicians and polit-
ical parties. 

FSB pawns in Ukraine

Russia has directed its intelligence ser-
vices to recruit current and former 
Ukrainian government officials to prepare 

U.S. Treasury Department sanctions Russia-backed  
actors responsible for destabilization in Ukraine

(Continued on page 16)
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‘Putin is making a great mistake’ over Ukraine, says Polish ex-foreign affairs minister
by Vazha Tavberidze

RFE/RL

Former Polish Foreign Affairs Minister 
Radek Sikorski says Russian President 
Vladimir Putin is “making a great mistake,” 
as Russia masses tens of thousands of 
troops on the border with Ukraine in what 
Kyiv and its allies fear could be prepara-
tions for a new military offensive.

“You know, the British have a saying 
that after eight years, every prime minister 
goes mad. President Putin has been in 
power for 22 years. And perhaps he 
believes in his own propaganda,” Mr. 
Sikorski, now a member of the European 
Parliament, told RFE/RL’s Georgian Service 
in an interview.

His comments come with up to 127,000 
Russian troops deployed along Ukraine’s 
borders and a sizable force in Belarus for 
what Moscow and Minsk say will be snap 
military exercises to be held in February.

Moscow denies plans to launch an attack 
but has pressed Washington for security 
guarantees, including a block on Ukraine 
joining the NATO alliance.

Russia’s actions are galvanizing the 
West, not dividing it, said Mr. Sikorski, a 
member of the conservative European 
People’s Party, accusing Mr. Putin of poten-
tially grave geopolitical missteps.

“There is arming of Ukraine already, 
there will be more if Russia invades further. 
If Russia invades the eastern flank of NATO, 
it will not be weakened, which is what 
President Putin wants, but quite the oppo-
site, it will be strengthened. And there’ll be 

tough economic sanctions,” Mr. Sikorski 
said.

U.S. President Joe Biden told a news con-
ference late on January 19 that a Russian 
attack on Ukraine would be a “disaster for 
Russia,” exerting a tremendous human, eco-
nomic and political toll on Moscow.

Hours after Mr. Biden spoke, Western 
news agencies reported the U.S. State 
Department had given the go-ahead to 
Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia to send U.S.-
made missiles and other weapons to 
Ukraine. On January 17, British Defense 
Secretary Ben Wallace said that Britain was 
providing Ukraine with new “defensive 
weapons systems.”

“Well, the best way to deter Russia is to 
demonstrate that the invasion of Ukraine 
will be costly, and there are absolutely no 
restrictions on selling weapons to Ukraine. 
Ukraine is a democratic member of the 
United Nations in good standing, has the 
right to defend itself, and short-term defen-
sive anti-ship, antiaircraft and anti-tank 
weapons are the best argument to per-
suade Mr. Putin to desist,” Mr. Sikorski said, 
adding that Mr. Putin and his inner circle 
should be targeted with more sanctions.

“I personally think we should go after 
President Putin and his oligarchs’ money – 
that’s the language that they would under-
stand because they like to steal the money 
in Russia, but then enjoy it in France and 
Switzerland. And so, we should be much 
tougher than in the past about controlling 
the flows of illegal money,” Mr. Sikorski said.

Russia has been subject to sanctions 
since its 2014 illegal annexation of Crimea. 

Further punitive measures were added 
after a former Russian spy was poisoned in 
Britain in 2018 and following an investiga-
tion into alleged Russian meddling in the 
2016 U.S. presidential election won by 
Donald Trump.

Russia has denied any role in the poison-
ing of ex-spy Sergei Skripal and his daugh-
ter, and denies trying to interfere in foreign 
elections.

Those denials from the Kremlin and oth-
ers mean “nobody believes President Putin 
or Russian statements anymore,” Mr. 
Sikorski said, adding that any pretext for a 
possible Russian invasion of Ukraine would 
also be met with disbelief in the West.

“And so, this time, there has to be first 
some kind of chemical attack against 
Russian residents in the Donbas, then some 
kind of other attack in which Russian citi-
zens would die,” Mr. Sikorski said, referring 
to the area of eastern Ukraine, parts of 
which have been under the control of 
Moscow-backed separatists. “But the fact is 
that the United States is warning the world 
and Ukraine that something like that is 
coming, which means that Russia doesn’t 
have the information-space control over the 
situation.”

On January 14, the White House said 
that U.S. intelligence indicates that Russia 
“has prepositioned a group of operatives to 
conduct a false-flag operation in Ukraine. 
The operatives are trained in urban warfare 
and using explosives to conduct acts of sab-
otage.”

Mr. Sikorski recently whipped up a 
storm on social media after responding 

with unusually undiplomatic and blunt 
words to comments by Russian Foreign 
Affairs Minister Sergei Lavrov that NATO 
had “become a purely geopolitical project 
aimed at taking over territories orphaned 
by the collapse of the Warsaw Treaty 
Organization and the Soviet Union.”

“We were not orphaned by you because 
you were not our daddy. More of a serial 
rapist. Which is why you are not missed. 
And if you try it again, you’ll get a kick in 
the balls,” Mr. Sikorski wrote on Twitter on 
January 10.

In his interview with RFE/RL, Mr. Sikor-
ski said Russia has long portrayed itself as 
an “eternal victim of aggression, whether 
by Napoleon, or Hitler, or the democratic 
West.”

However, it is Russia that is viewed as 
the aggressor, especially by its neighbors, 
Mr. Sikorski said.

“Russia started as a small principality 
back in the 15th century, and has grown to 
be the largest state in the world, and not by 
defensive action, but by occupying more 
and more land of its neighbors,” Mr. 
Sikorski said. “So, its neighbors see Russia 
as an aggressor rather than a victim.”

Vazha Tavberidze is a Vaclav Havel 
Journalism Fellow working with RFE/RL’s 
Georgian Service.

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-crisis-
putin-mistake-sikorski/31663557.html).

30 the country’s fourth space satellite.
According to Ukraine’s State Space 

Agency, the development of the Sich-2-30 
satellite began in 2017 at the Pivdenne 
Design Bureau. The bureau designed, test-
ed and prepared the satellite, which weighs 
nearly 400 pounds, for commissioning.

Images from the satellite will be sent to 
the Flight Control Center, which was previ-
ously located in Yevpatoria, Crimea. The 
center was moved after Russia illegally 
annexed the Crimean Peninsula in 2014.

The Flight Control Center is now located 
near the city of Dunayivtsi in the Khmel-
nytsky region of Ukraine. The location is 
also home to the Center for Receiving and 
Processing Special Information, which will 
receive data from the satellite.

Government agencies will receive imag-
es from the spacecraft free of charge, 24 
hours a day. The developers expect the sat-
ellite to be operational for at least three 
years.

Ukraine spends roughly $1.25 million 
annually to purchase photos from satellites 
owned by other countries. According to its 
designers, Sich-2-30 cost approximately $5 
million.

The satellite, originally named Sich-2-1 
because it was a modified version of the 
Sich-2 spacecraft, was renamed Sich-2-30 
to mark the 30th anniversary of Ukraine’s 
renewed independence.

Initially, it was scheduled for launch 
before August 24, 2021, but the launch was 
postponed. In early December, Ukraine sent 
the satellite to the United States, and on 
December 22 SpaceX postponed the launch 
of the mission until January 13.

Konstantyn Bilousov, chief designer and 
head of construction at the Pivdenne 
Design Bureau, who led the development of 
the spacecraft, said that although Sich-2-30 

is a successor to Sich-2, the satellites are 
not the same.

“This is a direct successor, an upgraded 
version of Sich-2. But low-quality compo-
nents have been replaced by high-quality, 
improved software. We believe that Sich-2-
30 will have a longer lifespan,” Mr. Bilousov 
said.

“Pivdenne Design Bureau has resolved 
the issue of replacing Russian elements that 
were previously used for satellites. We 
bought communication systems and sen-
sors in the EU and Korea. We bought a 
chemical battery in France from a well-
known company that provides the neces-
sary quality. But most of the components 
are developed in Ukraine,” Mr. Bilousov said.

Launching the satellite with the SpaceX 
rocket cost Ukraine an additional $2 mil-
lion, which, according to Mr. Bilousov, was 
the best and most affordable option.

Mr. Zelenskyy watched the satellite’s 
launch online.

“I believe that this is the beginning of a 
new phase of our country’s space program. 
Thanks to the Ukrainian Sich-2-30 satellite, 
we will receive information not only from 
our partners but also from our own satel-
lite. This is very important,” Mr. Zelenskyy 
said.

The Sich-2-30 satellite will also be 
involved in the European Union’s 
Copernicus Earth observation program.

“Sich-2-30 is Ukraine’s first satellite in 
11 years. We have already prepared a draft 
space program, which envisages the cre-
ation of a group of eight Ukrainian satellites 
in orbit by 2025,” Mr. Taftay, the head of 
Ukraine’s State Space Agency, wrote in a 
post on Facebook.

The strategic space program is awaiting 
approval by the Verkhovna Rada of 
Ukraine, according to Mr. Taftay.

“The launch of the Sich-2-30 satellite is a 
step toward Ukraine’s return to space. We 
did everything we could to make this step a 
success,” Mr. Taftay said.

(Continued from page 3)

Ukraine’s first...

Ukraine – unstintingly and unwaveringly – 
as they fight this battle,” Mr. Blumenthal 
said.

“In the face of Russian aggression, it is 
incredibly important to have our bipartisan 
delegation come to Kyiv and demonstrate 
Congress’ enduring support for Ukraine. 
We had an informative and productive trip. 
There is strong unity in our respect and 
support for the Ukrainian people and their 
independence,” Mr. Cramer said.

“At a moment of political division in 
Washington, we instead chose to travel to 
Ukraine in unity. We stand with the brave 
people of Ukraine who have now lost 
14,000 people at the hands of Russia,” Ms. 
Klobuchar said. “The U.S. administration – 
from the secretary of state to the president 
himself – has pledged to help this country. 
Our message is that there will be conse-
quences if Vladimir Putin chooses to violate 
the sanctity of this democracy.”

“Russia’s increasingly aggressive actions 
in and around Ukraine are deeply concern-
ing, and it’s critical that [Mr.] Putin under-
stands the United States stands with the 
Ukrainian people and their right to decide 
their own future. In our meeting with 
President Zelenskyy, we expressed our 
unwavering bipartisan support for 
Ukraine’s sovereignty and continued demo-
cratic reforms and reaffirmed our commit-
ment to ensuring they have the defensive 
weapons system necessary to protect 
against a threatened Russian invasion,” Mr. 
Murphy said.

“Ukraine is a vital U.S. partner who is 
standing resolute in the face of Vladimir 
Putin’s shameful and illegal aggression,” Mr. 
Wicker said. “I appreciated the opportunity 
to meet with President Zelenskyy to 
express our strong and united support for 
Ukraine. It is imperative that the United 
States stay strong in the face of Russian 
aggression and stand by our friends who 
are fighting for freedom.”

Source: Office of U.S. Sen. Rob Portman.

(Continued from page 3)

Bipartisan...

against lawlessness and corruption (The 
Insider, January 15). His self-declared role 
of guarantor of autocratic stability in the 
post-Soviet space will, however, hardly be 
accepted in new rounds of conversations 
with the U.S. and NATO, if indeed those 
happen.

Kazakhstan has added an extra twist to 
the intrigue of interactions between Russia 
and the U.S./NATO; nonetheless, the eye of 
the gathering storm is still on Ukraine, and 
diplomacy can only do so much to try to 
talk it away. It is nigh impossible to apply 
the rationale of realpolitik to managing this 

crisis, however, because on the Russian 
side, Mr. Putin’s fears and idiosyncrasies 
prevail over pragmatism. War is certain to 
be a tough test for his increasingly aloof 
leadership, and Russia’s top brass have 
notably kept a low profile in the propagan-
da offensive so far. Yet by turning threats of 
war into his favorite instrument of policy, 
Mr. Putin has delivered himself into a tight 
strategic corner. The U.S.-led coalition of 
containment will need to keep him there at 
least until he travels to Beijing for the 
Olympic ceremony.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)

Tough talks...
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It now seems that a significant portion of the world’s attention is focused on 
Ukraine and the question of whether Russian President Vladimir Putin will once 
again invade Ukraine. Trying to forecast Mr. Putin’s real intentions can be a tricky 
trade, but U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, speaking in Berlin on January 20, 
made a compelling argument that the Russian president has on numerous occa-
sions made his intentions crystal clear.

“There’s been a lot of speculation about President Putin’s true intentions, but we 
don’t actually have to guess. He’s told us repeatedly,” Mr. Blinken said. “He’s laying 
the groundwork for an invasion because he doesn’t believe that Ukraine is a sover-
eign nation. He said it flat out to President Bush in 2008, and I quote, ‘Ukraine isn’t 
a real country.’ He said in 2020, and I quote, ‘Ukrainians and Russians are one and 
the same people.’ Just a few days ago, the Russian ministry of foreign affairs tweet-
ed in celebration of the anniversary of Ukraine and Russia’s unification in the year 
1654. That’s a pretty unmistakable message this week of all weeks.”

Looking to send his own message, Mr. Blinken said, “It’s no accident that I’m 
offering these thoughts here in Berlin. … Here, President Kennedy declared all free 
people citizens of Berlin. Here, President Reagan urged Mr. Gorbachev to tear down 
that wall. It seems a time that President Putin wants to return to that era. We hope 
not. But if he chooses to do so, he’ll be met with the same determination, the same 
unity that past generations of leaders and citizens brought to bear to advance 
peace, to advance freedom, to advance human dignity across Europe and around 
the world.”

Mr. Blinken said the world is standing behind Ukraine because the U.S., its allies 
and partners in Europe understand that the issue is “bigger than a conflict between 
two countries. It’s bigger than Russia and NATO. It’s a crisis with global conse-
quences, and it requires global attention and action.”

In his speech at the Berlin-Brandenburg Academy of Sciences, Mr. Blinken said 
he wanted “to cut through to the facts of the matter” and explain “why governments 
and citizens everywhere should care about what’s happening in Ukraine.”

 “It may seem like a distant regional dispute or yet another example of Russian 
bullying, but at stake, again, are principles that have made the world safer and more 
stable for decades.”

Those principles are the bedrock upon which the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization was founded, Mr. Blinken said. “Now alternatively, Russia says the 
problem is NATO. On its face, that’s absurd. NATO didn’t invade Georgia; NATO 
didn’t invade Ukraine. Russia did,” Mr. Blinken said.

“The United States and our European allies and partners have repeatedly 
reached out to Russia with offers of diplomacy in a spirit of reciprocity. So far, our 
readiness to engage in good faith has been rebuffed, because in truth this crisis is 
not primarily about weapons or military bases. It’s about the sovereignty and self-
determination of Ukraine and all states,” Mr. Blinken said. “This is not only about a 
possible invasion and war. It’s about whether Ukraine has a right to exist as a sover-
eign nation. It’s about whether Ukraine has a right to be a democracy.”

The Ukrainian Weekly

Forty-two years ago, on January 27, 1980, as Ukrainians in the 
diaspora commemorated the 62nd anniversary of Ukraine’s 
independence and unification that was formalized on January 
22, 1918, The Ukrainian Weekly’s editorial for that issue 
endorsed the U.S. boycott of the 1980 summer Olympic Games in 
Moscow.

The U.S. Olympic Committee voted on January 26, 1980, to ask the International 
Olympic Committee (IOC) to cancel or move the 1980 Moscow Olympics, but stopped 
short of announcing a U.S. boycott of the summer Olympic Games. A boycott was 
announced after a February 20, 1980, ultimatum failed to result in the Soviet withdrawal 
from Afghanistan.

International support for the boycott had also come from Canada, Australia and Great 
Britain, while the IOC demonstrated its “myopia and terrifying ignorance of the develop-
ments in the world around them,” the editorial noted. “It is as if these men and women were 
on some kind of an Olympus, as it were, oblivious to reality which they themselves helped 
concoct” by awarding the hosting of the 1980 summer Olympic Games to Moscow in 1974.

“It was clear to all that the Soviet Union, the worst violator of human rights and totally 
unheeding the rules that govern the Olympic Games, would use this event, as has others, 
for sheer political and propaganda purposes,” it added, noting that blame also rests not 
only with the IOC, but with the National Broadcasting Company, which has broadcast the 
Olympic Games and funneled more than $100 million that aids Moscow’s propaganda 
during the 1980 Olympics.

In 1980, sportswriters in the U.S. suggested that the Soviet Union be barred from the 
winter Olympic Games in Lake Placid, N.Y., for Moscow’s war in Afghanistan. The Weekly’s 
editorial viewed this move as even more compelling on Moscow than the boycott of the 
summer Olympics, and “would perhaps herald the onset of a total effort toward the break-
up of the last colonial empire on earth.”

The Ukrainian National Association, which publishes The Weekly and Svoboda, sup-
ported President Jimmy Carter’s call for a boycott of the 1980 summer Olympic Games. 
UNA Supreme President Dr. John O. Flis on January 28, 1980, issued a statement of sup-
port, noting the loss of a U.S. consulate in Kyiv, but suggested that the Ukrainian experi-
ence could serve the U.S. well in dealing with the Soviets. “The Ukrainian people … have 
learned not to trust the Soviets, firmly believing that any treaty or understanding with 

Jan.
27
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Turning the pages back...

Alex Kuzma

As much as we worry about the build-up 
of Russian troops on the Ukrainian border, 
there is another war that Vladimir Putin 
has been waging relentlessly against 
Ukraine. It is an information war in which 
Mr. Putin’s constant onslaught of lies and 
disinformation battle against the reality of 
Ukraine’s independence and its commit-
ment to democratic values. It is a war that 
the Ukrainian diaspora is uniquely posi-
tioned to counter and win. Yet so far, our 
response has been woefully inadequate.

It is a battle for the “hearts and minds” 
of the average American, Canadian or 
Western European. These are the voters 
that will shape the views of scholars and 
pundits, and, ultimately, policymakers. 
Public opinion matters.

Mr. Putin is trying to convince the world 
that even after 30 years of independence, 
Ukraine’s sovereignty is still up for grabs, 
and that Ukraine does not deserve the sup-
port of Western democracies.

Cunning and cynical as he is, Mr. Putin 
understands the mentality of most 
Westerners. He knows the average North 
American suffers from information over-
load. Even news junkies cannot absorb all 
of the information on foreign countries.

Knowing this, Mr. Putin has reduced his 
message to two claims:

1) Ukraine is a “fascist state”; and
2) Ukraine is hopelessly corrupt.
Mr. Putin has invested massive resources 

in social media, Russia Today, trolls, bots 
and cybercriminals to drive on those two 
false narratives.

What is the diaspora’s (and Ukraine’s) 
counter-narrative?

How do we counter Mr. Putin’s disinfor-
mation campaign with positive, thought-
provoking, truthful messaging that can gen-
erate a healthier understanding of what’s 
happening in Ukraine? How do we connect 
emotionally with Americans that have no 
emotional attachment to Ukraine?

As much as we appreciate the brilliant 
in-depth analyses of Timothy Snyder, Anne 
Applebaum and Serhiy Plokhii, the average 
American or Canadian does not have the 
time to read lengthy scholarly treatises.

So, what are the key talking points? What 
is the most succinct “elevator pitch” that 

every intelligent Ukrainian American should 
be able to articulate at the drop of a hat?

The story of Ukraine’s struggle for inde-
pendence is one of breathtaking resistance 
and human triumph. It is a magnificent 
story, but a story that we have not told par-
ticularly well.

How do we boil down our complicated 
history into a two-minute YouTube video 
or a fact sheet that can be uploaded to 
Facebook, generating millions of shares 
and grabbing the attention of an interna-
tional audience?

Marketing specialists call this positioning. 
What are the top five or 10 key points we 
want every American or European to know 
about Ukraine? What are some of the crucial 
insights or arguments that might help repo-
sition Ukraine’s image in the world?

Peace and disarmament: arguably, 
Ukraine is the most peace-loving country in 
the world. After the collapse of the Soviet 
Union, Ukraine was the third largest nucle-
ar power in the world, but it gave up all of 
its nuclear weapons in 1994 in the interest 
of world peace and disarmament. No other 
nation can claim the same.

Non-violent struggle: Ukraine has 
achieved and secured its independence 
through a series of non-violent revolutions 
that rival the greatest achievements of 
Mahatma Gandhi, Lech Walesa and Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Those non-violent revolu-
tions include the dissident movement of 
the 1960s-1980s, the student hunger 
strike (Revolution on Granite) of 1990, the 
Rukh independence movement of 1989-
1991, the Orange Revolution of 2004, and 
the Euro-Maidan – the Revolution of 
Dignity of 2013-2014.

Western Values: Ukrainians have proven 
their commitment to Western democratic 
values. They voted overwhelmingly for 
independence in 1991. During the 
Revolution of Dignity in 2013-2014, mil-
lions of Ukrainians inspired the world as 
they withstood frigid temperatures, police 
beatings and sniper attacks, defending 
their democracy against the treachery of 
Mr. Putin’s corrupt puppet, former 
Ukrainian President Viktor Yanukovych.

Non-aggression: Mr. Putin’s claim that 

Putin’s hybrid infowars

(Continued on page 7)

Mr. Blinken in Berlin

 COMMENTARY

Dear Editor:

Lately, my thoughts have turned to 
Galileo and the Catholic Church’s punitive 
response to his theories. I am struck by 
these thoughts when I consider our 
Ukrainian Catholic Church’s continued use 
of a single spoon (with only some excep-
tions) for communion. This is an old tradi-
tion which predates scientific knowledge 
about bacteria, viruses and the spread of 
pathogens. While priests have increasingly 
instructed communicants to open their 
mouths wide to preclude touching the 
spoon, these instructions totally disregard 
a major scientific finding: Pathogens are 
often spread through the air and breath.

Throughout my Catholic education, I 
was taught that God, our Father, loves each 
of his children. Given His love, it is incon-
ceivable that our Heavenly Father would 

disregard science and put his children in 
danger.

My great grandfather was the second 
rector of the seminary in what is now 
Ivano-Frankivsk, Ukraine, who served as 
advisor to Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky. 
My grandfather was a priest who spent 
many years in the Gulag because he would 
not denounce his Catholic faith. These men 
were known to be caring and compassion-
ate pastors to their flocks. Given their con-
cerns for their flocks, I cannot help but 
think that my ancestors would concur that 
the use of a single spoon, despite the evi-
dence of science, is neither a reflection of 
God’s love for his children, nor Christian in 
spirit, nor a compassionate response by 
priests and bishops to their flocks.

Ksenia Olesnycka Kuzmycz  
Venice, Fla

Communion, compassion and a single spoon
 LETTER TO THE EDITOR

What is the diaspora’s counter-narrative?

(Continued on page 9)
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Will Russia further invade Ukraine? Will 
it mount an all-out military assault, or just 
a limited operation? What’s going on inside 
the mind of Russian President Vladimir 
Putin? The short answer is that nobody 
knows. Perhaps Mr. Putin himself does not 
yet know, as he continues to gauge various 
factors, including the seriousness of the 
Western response. Invasion predictions 
fluctuate every day and fears have intensi-
fied in the past week, for good reason. 
Among other ominous signs, recent U.S. 
intelligence reports point to a false-flag 
operation where Russia would fabricate a 
pretext to invade Ukraine – a playbook 
used by a slew of aggressors over the cen-
turies. But that’s part of Mr. Putin’s play-
book – to keep everyone off-balance.

Should Ukraine manage to dodge the 
bullet this time and a military re-invasion 
can be avoided, rest assured of one thing: 
the Kremlin will not relent in its efforts to 
bring Ukraine under its wing, further 
undermining the rules-based international 
order. Moscow will continue to intensify 
attempts to change Europe’s postwar secu-
rity framework in a way that would open 
the door for restoring its dominion over 
countries once part of Russia’s empire.

On the face of it, Mr. Putin’s possible – 
perhaps likely – military escalation in 
Ukraine appears to be irrational. Some ana-
lysts even wonder whether Mr. Putin may 
be living in a bubble, where bad news is not 
delivered to the “tsar,” something which has 
many precedents in world history. Others 
reject that notion, arguing that Mr. Putin is 
wily, clever, has a strategic plan and knows 
what he is doing – i.e., that he is evil, but not 
stupid. For one thing, he believes that an 
independent, democratic, Western-
oriented Ukraine is a threat to his autocrat-
ic, kleptocratic regime. He is certainly 
aware of the acute polarization that exists 
in the U.S., the focus on China, and 
European vulnerabilities, including on 
energy. But whether he is governed by the 
irrational or by what some have called “his 
own logic,” further escalation in Ukraine – 
especially a full-blown invasion – would be 
a high-risk gamble on his part.

First, Ukrainians will resist – the active 
military, reservists, territorial defense units 
and ordinary citizens will all take part in 
the resistance. Views differ on the scale and 
intensity of the potential resistance, but it is 
a sure bet that the Ukrainian people will 
not make it easy on the invader. Just look at 
Ukrainian history – recent and not so 
recent – as a guide. Where I believe Mr. 
Putin is irrational – and this is the root of 
the problem that has caused so much 
understandable anxiety – is his perverse 
conviction that Ukraine belongs to Russia 
and that Ukrainians and Russians are one 
people. His pathological obsession with 

Ukraine manifests itself in his denial of 
Ukraine’s nationhood and propagation of 
false narratives regarding Ukraine’s identi-
ty, history and language. That Ukrainians 
actively reject his twisted imperialistic 
vision means nothing to him. This is a les-
son he should have already learned, given 
his failed attempts in 2014 to create some 
sort of a Novorossiya that would have been 
welcomed by Ukrainian Russian-speakers. 
Instead, he made enemies among those 
who had earlier been positively inclined 
towards Russia. Mr. Putin seems to have 
missed an obvious lesson: the vast majority 
of the Ukrainian people – or any people for 
that matter – don’t appreciate having their 
homeland invaded. Moreover, the U.S. and 
others could very well assist any insurgen-
cy – both overtly and covertly.

Second, a war against Ukraine may not 
be as popular among the Russian people as 
some may think. Opinion polls appear to 
bear this out. Despite Moscow’s relentless 
anti-Ukrainian propaganda, younger 
Russians continue to have favorable views 
toward Ukraine. They also seem to have less 
of the Russian chauvinistic and imperialistic 
mindset than do older generations. Russia 
has a plethora of domestic problems and 
vulnerabilities, including poor governance, 
corruption, crime and cronyism, the econo-
my, demography, health, environment, you 
name it. Even with the severe curtailment of 
their rights and freedoms and repression of 
the opposition, the Russian people might 
not be as passive as appears to be the case 
now (think Belarus and Kazakhstan, 
Russia’s closest neighbors). Many of Russia’s 
minorities are frustrated with Moscow’ 
ham-handed rule and recently some leaders 
of national movements have called for their 
people not to participate in Russia’s war 
against Ukraine. Moreover, Putin-linked oli-
garchs might not be too happy if the West 
seizes and freezes their assets should 
Russia re-invade Ukraine.

A third factor to consider is the response 
of the transatlantic community of demo-
cratic nations, led by the United States, 
which has promised to impose severe costs 
on Russia in the event of further escalation. 
There are intense debates on whether the 
West can do more – and I certainly lean in 
that direction – but to date the response 
has been fairly robust. In addition to the 
promise of all sorts of crippling economic 
sanctions, responses include beefing up 
military and security assistance of various 
kinds and increasing NATO’s force posture 
in its eastern flank.

Nobody, even the more cautious 
European allies and partners, buys the 
patently absurd notion that it is NATO and 
Ukraine who are the aggressors. That has 
been made abundantly clear, including dur-
ing the three sets of diplomatic engage-
ments held in Geneva, Brussels and Vienna 

Denying and defeating  
Putin’s imperial ambitions

Opinions expressed by columnists, commentators and letter-writers are their 
own and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of either The Weekly editorial 
staff or its publisher, the Ukrainian National Association.

Similarly, paid advertisements do not reflect the opinions of either The 
Ukrainian Weekly or its publisher.

OpiniOns

Spanish-born philosopher George 
Santayana is credited with the aphorism, 
“He who ignores history is doomed to 
repeat it.” Nowhere has this been more true 
than in Russia where history is both consis-
tent and repetitive.

The script is usually the same. Russia’s 
rulers conclude that one of its neighbors is 
a threat. Solution? Demand that the neigh-
bor back down. When the neighbor refuses, 
threaten dire consequences. Push back by 
said neighbor leads to war and conquest. 

Russia has followed this game plan for 
centuries. There was always a new neigh-
bor, of course, always a new threat, always 
a new frontier to be conquered. From the 
beginning of its emergence as Muscovy in 
1328, Russia’s rulers have amassed terri-
tory mile by mile, sometimes slowly, cau-
tiously, many times with guile, always 
with one goal in mind: expansion of the 
empire. That’s the Russian thing, the 
Russian tango, as it were.

Muscovy has succeeded. Brilliantly! 
With 6.6 million square miles under its 
belt today, Russia – Muscovy’s successor 
state as of 1480 – is the largest geographic 
entity in the world. 

For Russian President Vladimir Putin, 
size doesn’t matter. He wants more. He 
wants Ukraine. He wants to restore the 
old Soviet state. Give him credit. He’s been 
working hard to do just that. There are 
some 100,000 battle-ready troops on 
Ukraine’s border to assist him. Vladimir 
Putin is dancing the Russian tango.

Russian Empress Catherine danced to 
the same music when she abolished 
Cossack nationhood in 1775. Ukrainians 
were now “Little Russians.” 

Our people always had starring roles in 
this movie.  A hundred years ago 

Volodymyr Vinnychenko, a member of the 
Directory, the official government of 
Ukraine, understood that Russian policy 
toward Ukraine will always be “one and 
indivisible Russia.”

History repeats. Here we are in 2022 
with a new tsar/commissar demanding 
that the West give up on Ukraine. Mr. 
Putin wants no more discussion about 
Ukrainian membership in NATO, an imme-
diate halt to NATO military activity in 
Eastern Europe, and a declaration by the 
United States that it will never put mis-
siles on or near the Russian border. That’s 
for openers.

The West seems bewildered, even mysti-
fied. What to do? What to do? Appease or 
resist? Thus far the response of the Biden 
White House, to its credit, has been to 
resist. Our president now has a golden 
opportunity to regain much of his allure 
following America’s abysmal performance 
in Afghanistan.

Mr. Putin, who has ruled Russia for over 
two decades, needs his Russian constituen-
cy to believe in his invincibility. Russians 
love leaders who exude power. Mr. Putin’s 
approval rating shot up to 80 percent fol-
lowing Russia’s illegal annexation of 
Crimea and further involvement in Eastern 
Ukraine. Convinced by their media that the 
current crisis was caused by NATO, most 
Russians applaud Mr. Putin’s saber-rattling 
on Ukraine’s border. As the chair of the 
Russian Duma, Vyacheslav Volodin, once 
proclaimed, “There is no Russia today if 
there is no Putin … an attack on Putin is an 
attack on Russia.” Whoa!

Is Ukraine a military hazard to Russia? 
Are you kidding?

Ukraine does represent another kind of 
threat, however, a cultural/moral/political 
menace in Mr. Putin’s mind that is grow-
ing. As Kathryn Stoner writes in Sunday’s 

Myron Kuropas’s e-mail address is  
kuropas@comcast.net.

History matters, or not!

Orest Deychakiwsky may be reached at 
odeychak@gmail.com. (Continued on page 17)

them exists only as long as it serves Soviet 
purpose and design to eventually enslave 
the entire world. America should benefit 
from such experience,” he said.

Prof. Martin Abend of New Jersey City 
University, in a televised interview on a 
WNEW-TV news program on January 21, 
1980, called the Soviet Union “a monstrous 
Communist entity ruling over numbers of 
captive peoples. … We should say no 
Olympics in the Soviet Union because of 
inhumanity, particularly to Ukrainians.”

A week earlier, during a commentary 
broadcast about the same issue, Prof. 
Abend said, “We should never have consid-
ered going to Moscow in the first place, 
even before [the Soviet invasion of ] 
Afghanistan. The Soviet Union has attached 
great significance to the forthcoming 
Olympiad. They have invested untold mil-
lions of dollars and energy in building up a 
showcase there in Moscow to be presented 
to all the world when they come there to 
see the Moscow Olympics. The Soviet 
Union, meanwhile, as you might guess, has 
been conducting quite a cleaning program, 
wiping off the scene who knows how many 

people who would protest in Moscow 
against Soviet tyranny. Therefore, our con-
sent and the consent of other nations to 
even come to the Olympics has resulted 
directly in wiping out an untold number of 
dissidents.”

Russia has used the Olympics and the 
Paralympics as a distraction and to limit 
the international community’s response 
during Russia’s 2014 invasion of Ukraine’s 
Crimean Peninsula and later its forceful 
takeover of administrative centers in 
Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts. As Beijing 
prepares to host the 2022 winter Olympic 
Games, and Russia again threatens Ukraine 
with invasion, the calls to boycott this 
year’s Olympics in Beijing have no tangible 
momentum from the IOC or the interna-
tional community. China continues its 
genocidal policies that target Uyghur 
Muslims and threatens Taiwan with mili-
tary invasion.

In December 2021, the U.S. announced a 
diplomatic boycott of the 2022 Beijing 
Olympics and Paralympics.

Sources: “And the winter games?” “Abend 
again calls for boycott of summer Olympics,” 
“Carter told of UNA members’ support for 
Olympic boycott,” The Ukrainian Weekly, 
January 27, 1980, February 3, 1980.

(Continued from page 6)

Turning...

(Continued on page 8)
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At a news conference the same day in 
Washington, Mr. Biden said he believes Mr. 
Putin will “move in” on Ukraine but doesn’t 
seek “full-blown war.” He then indicated 
that the degree of “incursion” would dictate 
how the West responds. 

“It’s one thing if it’s a minor incursion, 
and then we end up having a fight about 
what to do and not do,” Mr. Biden said. 

In a veiled retort, Mr. Zelenskyy on 
January 20 tweeted that “there are no 
minor incursions … just as there are no 
minor casualties and little grief from the 
loss of loved ones.”

White House spokesperson Jen Psaki 
later clarified that the White House meant 
to say that “if any Russian military forces 
move across the Ukrainian border, that’s a 
renewed invasion” and will be met with a 
“swift, severe and united response” that 
will include additional sanctions by the U.S. 
and “our allies.”

Mr. Blinken, after meeting with 
Ukrainian leaders on January 19, stressed 
the need for unity “among allies and part-
ners as well as within Ukraine” in the face 
of the Russian military buildup. 

He furthermore said that Russia could 
double the number of troops on the border 
“in relatively short order.”

Russian officials said this week that an 
unspecified number of troops are moving 
from the country’s Far East toward Belarus 
to hold joint military drills in February near 
Ukraine’s borders. Additionally, according 
to state-run RIA Novosti, Russia will start 
major naval exercises later this month that 
will last into February and will include 140 
warships and vessels, over 60 aircraft and 
about 10,000 military personnel. 

Two amphibious assault squadrons and 
five sea craft overall will enter the Black Sea 
from the Baltic Sea as part of the drills. 

Ukraine’s military leadership has also 
offered the same assessment about how 
quickly Russia can bolster its sizable pres-
ence along the border. Air Force Times 
reported that Russia has 36 Iskander-K 

missiles stationed around Ukraine’s border. 
They have a striking range of up to 700 
kilometers, with some having the ability to 
reach Kyiv. 

In short, “Russia is setting the conditions 
where it could conduct a significant mili-
tary escalation, including a large-scale 
ground invasion, on short notice and with 
little warning, giving its threats greater 
weight,” Rob Lee, a fellow at the Foreign 
Policy Research Institute in Philadelphia, 
wrote. 

Meanwhile, Ukraine’s Cabinet of 
Ministers has allowed each region’s territo-
rial defense unit – whose troop total is sup-
posed to reach over 100,000, to even use 
their own hunting weapons when perform-
ing duties. 

While in Kyiv, the seven visiting senators 
reaffirmed the U.S. commitment to the 
country in their meeting with Mr. 
Zelenskyy. 

Sens. Jeanne Shaheen (D-N.H.), Chris 
Murphy (D-Conn.), Richard Blumenthal 
(D-Conn.) and Amy Klobuchar (D-Minn.), 
along with Rob Portman (R-Ohio), Kevin 
Cramer (R-N.D.) and Roger Wicker 
(R-Miss.) said it was important to show U.S. 
support in person. 

Mr. Murphy told reporters Ukraine is 
“battle-tested” and “ready.”

A spokesperson for Mr. Zelenskyy said 
he urged the lawmakers to impose sanc-
tions on Russia now. 

“President Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
believes preemptive sanctions would be 
more effective” rather than imposing them 
after a further invasion by Russia, spokes-
person Serhiy Nikoforov told The Ukrainian 
Weekly. 

Central Intelligence Agency director Bill 
Burns also met with Mr. Zelenskyy during a 
previously scheduled trip last week, 
Western media reported.

He discussed with counterparts “current 
assessments of risk to Ukraine. … While 
there, he also had the opportunity to dis-
cuss the current situation with [Mr.] 
Zelenskyy and efforts to de-escalate ten-
sions,” a CNN report said. 

Despite no bi-lateral diplomatic break-
through between the U.S. and Russia to cool 

tensions, combined with multilateral talks 
between NATO and the Organization for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe with 
Moscow, Russia insists in won’t further 
invade Ukraine. 

Speaking to reporters in Moscow on 
January 19, Russian Deputy Foreign Affairs 
Minister Sergei Ryabkov said his country 
has no intention to further invade Ukraine. 
What Moscow wants, he said according to 
Russian media, is “for us, the matter of pri-
ority is achievement of watertight, bullet-
proof, legally binding guarantees” that 
Ukraine won’t join NATO. 

Russia still denies involvement in the 
war that it started in eastern Ukraine after 
annexing the country’s Crimean Peninsula 
in 2014. More than 14,000 people have 
been killed in Europe’s only current shoot-
ing war. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Blinken was scheduled 
to meet with Russian Foreign Affairs 
Minister Sergey Lavrov in Geneva on 
January 21. America’s top diplomat has 
already said the U.S. won’t provide written 
responses to Russia’s two demands that 
were made in December and which 
Moscow says it expects.  

New German Foreign Affairs Minister 
Annalena Baerbock defended her country’s 
policy of not selling arms to Ukraine while 
visiting Kyiv on January 18. Instead, she 
emphasized diplomacy as the main route to 
diffusing tension. 

“Each further aggressive act will have a 
high price for Russia, economically, strate-
gically and politically,” Ms. Baerbock added 
while addressing reporters in Kyiv.

Britain, however, delivered “thousands” 
of anti-armor weapons to Ukraine this 
week. 

That shipment includes the “next gener-

ation light anti-tank weapon, or NLAW for 
short,” the U.K. Defense Journal wrote. Its 
manufacturer, Sweden-based Saab, 
describes NLAW as “the first ever single 
soldier missile system that rapidly knocks 
out any main battle tank in just one shot by 
striking it from above.”

Preceding the delivery, British Defense 
Secretary Ben Wallace published an essay 
defending Ukraine. He wrote that Mr. Putin 
is making “bogus allegations” about NATO 
to justify the “forced unification” of Ukraine. 
He called the Russian president’s argu-
ments of the country allegedly being 
backed into a corner by NATO – only about 
6 percent of Russia has a congruent border 
with alliance countries – a “straw man.”

Meanwhile, the U.S. Treasury Depart-
ment added four suspected Russian opera-
tives, all Ukrainians, to its sanctions list of 
people involved in “harmful foreign activi-
ties” on behalf of Russia. Two of them are 
current members of the Verkhovna Rada: 
Taras Kozak and Oleh Voloshyn.

The restrictive measures are part of Mr. 
Biden’s executive order from April 15 as “a 
sweeping new sanctions tool aimed at 
countering a wide range of Russian govern-
ment-backed malign activities.”

Turkey, which neighbors Ukraine 
through the Black Sea, has again offered to 
mediate the Russian-manufactured crisis. 

The country’s president, Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan, on January 18 warned Russia of 
invading Ukraine, calling it a “powerful” 
country with international friends. 
Speaking to reporters, he added that Russia 
should “review the state of affairs in the 
world and its own state of affairs before 
deciding to take this step.”

Mr. Erdogan is scheduled to visit Ukraine 
in February.

(Continued from page 1)

Diplomatic...

A map shows the position of Russian forces deployed near Ukraine’s state borders as 
of January 15 as well as a permanent force of Russian-led proxy troops in occupied 
eastern Ukraine as of January 12.  Sources: Rochan Consulting; FT research. Images: 
Planet Labs PBC. Cartography by Steven Bernard. Copyright by the Financial 
Times. Licensed by The Ukrainian Weekly with the express written permission of the 

Financial Times.

A map shows the location of Belarusian-Russian military drills to be held near 
Ukraine’s borders on February 10-20. 

Ministry of Defense of Belarus

edition of The Wall Street Journal, “Kyiv 
represents a threat to [Mr.] Putin’s crony-
istic autocracy not because it might 
become a NATO member or host American 
missiles on its soil one day, but because it is 
struggling to be what Mr. Putin’s Russia is 
not: a free democratic society that could 
serve as an example to an increasingly res-

tive segment of the Russian population. Mr. 
Putin insists that Russia must be a stable 
autocracy – and yet there on his borders 
sits a rebuke in the form of Ukraine, an 
increasingly stable democracy with a simi-
lar demography. …”

This suggests that Russians might not be 
doomed to live forever in a fawning state of 
servility as they have for centuries. Can 
Ukrainians help Russians change their 
DNA? That would be sweet.

So, here’s my unsolicited advice for U.S. 

President Joe Biden. Arrange a meeting 
with Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy in Washington or Kyiv, prefera-
bly the latter, as soon as possible. Bring 
Secretary of State Antony Blinken to the 
meeting, along with our top experts on 
Russia and Eastern Europe. Invite the presi-
dents of Poland, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania 
and Georgia to the meeting. This simple act 
will accomplish four things: 1) it will dem-
onstrate that the U.S. is once again a leader 
in world affairs and serve as a needed anti-

dote following the Afghanistan fiasco; 2) it 
will restore a prominent significance to 
nations now in Russia’s shadow; 3) it will 
clear America’s path and allow it to develop 
its own foreign policy without seeking con-
sensus from Paris and Berlin; 4) it could 
result in an effective strategy in dealing 
with Moscow. Wouldn’t that be wonderful?

Don’t despair, dear reader. Ukraine has 
survived for centuries and today it lives. 
Ukraine will never die. Our resilience is our 
Ukrainian thing, our tango.

(Continued from page 7)

History...
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“I have a hard time believing, though, 
that Moscow seriously thought that a few 
hours of talks would yield serious conces-
sions from the U.S. and the NATO allies,” he 
told RFE/RL. “Despite the rhetoric, I think 
they’re in this for the long haul, and that’s a 
good thing – because as long as they’re 
talking, they’re not shooting.”

Europe: pre-1997

Russia has proposed, with two docu-
ments presented as draft treaties, rewriting 
the entire framework of European security, 
first erected in the late 1990s, then expand-
ed in the 2000s – mainly through the 
expansion of NATO.

Given the sweeping nature of the 
Russian demands, and given the threat of a 
second Russian invasion of Ukraine, negoti-
ators – Russian and American, above all – 
are now engaged in higher-level discus-
sions, both at the Kremlin and at the White 
House, to decide what will follow after 
Geneva, Brussels and Vienna.

“It seems difficult to impossible for the 
Russian leadership to take back the maxi-
malist positions expressed in the two draft 
treaties,” Sabine Fischer, an expert on 
Russia at the German Institute for 
International and Security Studies in 
Berlin, told RFE/RL. “As a result, the overall 
situation will remain fragile, particularly 
along the Russian-Ukrainian border.”

“Moscow wants its main counterpart to 
be the U.S. and not NATO,” she said in 
emailed comments. “Perhaps they hope that 
a slightly more conciliatory attitude in the 
talks with Washington will secure a more 
positive atmosphere and will focus attention 
and effort on this strand of interaction.”

Russia’s proposals for essentially rolling 
NATO protections for its newest members 
back to 1997, and extracting a pledge that 
the alliance will never admit former Soviet 
republics like Ukraine and Georgia, were 
dead on arrival as far as the Americans and 
the alliance were concerned. Russia is also 

demanding a pledge that NATO not send 
offensive “strike” weaponry to Ukraine.

“We will not allow anyone to slam closed 
NATO’s open-door policy, which has always 
been central to the NATO alliance,” Ms. 
Sherman said.

But Ms. Sherman suggested that discus-
sion on things like the deployment of inter-
mediate-range missiles in Europe could be 
an area for agreement.

In Washington, White House national 
security adviser Jake Sullivan mixed new 
warnings with inducements for Moscow. 
He said U.S. intelligence had not decided if 
Russia was committed to a new invasion.

“I’m not going to put myself in the head 
of the Russians,” Mr. Sullivan said on 
January 13. “As you see from their public 
comments ... they’ve said many different 
things, some of them contradictory. ... 
Different speakers over the course of this 
week have given both hopeful signs and 
deeply pessimistic signs. You’ll have to ask 
them where they stand in respect to their 
positioning.”

“So as things stand right now, Russia has 
the opportunity to come to the table,” Mr. 
Sherman said.

The talks were positive in that there was 
no complete breakdown, said Dmitry 
Trenin, a longtime Russia expert and head 
of the Carnegie Moscow Center: no “scan-
dal or final rupture.”

“But it does not now allow for counting 
on a diplomatic solution to the ongoing cri-
sis in European security,” he wrote.

Any negotiation is about finding “a bal-
ance between preferred and acceptable,” 
Mr. Sokov said. “All sides must … accept that 
they will not get what they wish, no matter 
how justified they believe their position is. 
Once you accept that, chances for a positive 
outcome radically increase.”

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/united-states-rus-
s ia-ukraine-diplomacy-nato-analy-
sis/31654751.html).

Ukraine poses a threat to Russia is absurd 
on its face. In over 300 years, Ukrainians 
have never invaded Russia, while Russians 
have invaded Ukraine repeatedly and com-
mitted genocide during Stalin’s purges and 
the Holodomor.

Armed resistance to tyranny: While 
Ukraine poses no threat to its neighbors, 
Ukrainians will defend their sovereignty 
against foreign invaders. Ukrainians’ resis-
tance to Mr. Putin’s terrorists and special 
forces has been as fierce and heroic as any-
thing the world has ever seen. Despite a 
lack of modern weaponry and training, 
Ukrainians have fought the Russians to a 
stalemate since 2014. During the epic bat-
tle at the Donetsk Airport, Ukraine’s leg-
endary “cyborgs” withstood weeks of bom-
bardments and urban fighting (This was 
the equivalent of the Ukrainian Alamo, but 
the Donetsk siege lasted 283 days, while 
the Alamo fell in just 13). Americans love 
an underdog story!

Ethnic and religious tolerance: Since 
regaining its independence in 1991, 
Ukraine has become one of the most plu-
ralistic and ecumenical societies in all of 
Europe, with strong interfaith solidarity 
and tolerance between Christians, Jews 
and Crimean Tatars.

Rejection of fascism: In 2019, Ukrainian 
voters elected a man of Jewish heritage 
(Volodymyr Zelenskyy) with a landslide of 
over 73 percent of the vote. Fascist state? 

Hardly! Ukrainians have repeatedly rejected 
anti-Semitism, right-wing populism, extrem-
ism and fascism, especially when compared 
to populist parties that have gained 15-30 
percent of the national vote in many 
Western European countries. Ironically, Mr. 
Putin himself has provided millions of dol-
lars to Europe’s neo-fascist parties.

Democratic succession: Ukraine has 
achieved a peaceful transfer of power 
between several presidential administra-
tions, including between those of former 
presidents Leonid Kravchuk, Leonid 
Kuchma, Viktor Yushchenko, Viktor 
Yanukovych, Petro Poroshenko and Mr. 
Zelenskyy. Meanwhile, Mr. Putin has assas-
sinated opponents, among them Boris 
Nemtsov, Anna Politkovskaya, Sergei 
Magnitsky, Alexander Litvinenko, etc., 
while insisting that the Russian Duma 
amend the Constitution so that he is effec-
tively designated a president for life.

Economic growth vs. corruption: Yes, 
like many post-Soviet republics, Ukraine 
suffers from the crippling greed and influ-
ence of ex-Communist officials and pro-
Russian oligarchs. Yet Ukraine has made 
important progress by instituting a series 
of landmark reforms in the areas of higher 
education, police accountability, health 
care and economic development. Ukraine 
is developing a spirit of entrepreneurship 
and a growing middle class, spawning 
countless innovative businesses, especially 
in the technology sector, in aviation, manu-
facturing, renewable energy, agriculture 
and pharmaceuticals. It is this economic 
viability that offers a healthy alternative to 

(Continued from page 6)

Putin’s hybrid... Mr. Putin’s brand of autocracy.
Global self-interest: Ukraine is among the 

world’s top five grain and food producers. It 
is also a major IT hub essential to global 
markets. A Russian invasion would serious-
ly degrade these resources, resulting in a 
hungrier, less secure, less connected world.

Civil society: Ukraine’s civil society is 
one of the most vibrant in all of Eastern 
Europe, with hundreds of independent 
non-profits and grassroots initiatives pro-
moting human rights. Meanwhile, the 
Russian government has placed severe 
restrictions on citizens’ organizations, 
imprisoning many leaders. Ukraine has 
experienced a growing culture of philan-
thropy that is helping to combat poverty 
and provide essential social services, while 
overcoming the legacy of Soviet rule.

So far, Mr. Putin’s false narrative has not 
had much influence on the U.S. Congress or 
the State Department. But without a com-
pelling counter-narrative, and without a 
clearly articulated case for Ukraine as the 
West’s best defense against Russian autoc-
racy, Mr. Putin’s disinformation campaign 
could begin to hold sway.

Our Ukrainian diaspora has shown that 
it can have a real impact on public opinion. 
Thanks to the Atlantic Council, the 
Ukrainian National Information Service 
and other agencies, Ukraine has received 
overwhelming bipartisan support – both in 
Congress and in the State Department. This 
is a remarkable achievement considering 
that in Washington bipartisanship has 
become nearly impossible on almost any 
other issue. Rather than breeding compla-
cency, this consensus should embolden us 
to go much further in reaching out, not 
only to public officials, but to journalists, 
religious and business leaders, and civic 
organizations that can help amplify that 
support at the grassroots level.

The Ukrainian community has plenty of 
scholars, business leaders, lawyers and 

marketing specialists that could help for-
mulate similar arguments on why Ukraine 
has earned the support of the West. We 
need to have these arguments at our fin-
gertips. We need to pound them into the 
public consciousness.

This is not just a job for a few profes-
sional spokespersons. Every self-respect-
ing diaspora Ukrainian that ever received a 
high school “matura” should be able to 
articulate Ukraine’s virtues to a non-Ukrai-
nian audience. At the university level, our 
eminent scholars and our clergy should be 
in the forefront of this campaign for truth.

There are nearly one million persons of 
Ukrainian heritage in the United States. By 
now, we should be flooding the inboxes of 
mainstream newspapers with letters to the 
editor and op-eds offering the Ukrainian 
perspective on the imminent threat to our 
ancestral homeland. In every community, 
there are Knights of Columbus, Rotary and 
Lions clubs that are constantly looking for 
speakers on current topics. Public opinion 
matters. So, what are we waiting for?

Our brothers and sisters in Ukraine are 
risking their lives to bravely resist a mas-
sive military onslaught. The least our dias-
pora can do is to find the courage to act. To 
quote Mustafa Nayem’s rallying cry at the 
start of the Euro-Maidan, “Facebook likes 
are not enough!” It’s time to counter Mr. 
Putin’s shameless lies by taking a stand 
and speaking out in the public square. If we 
care passionately about Ukraine’s future, 
we need to make those passions count.

Alex Kuzma is the chief development offi-
cer of the Ukrainian Catholic University 
Foundation, a U.S.-based organization that 
supports and funds the growth and opera-
tion of the Ukrainian Catholic University 
(UCU) in Lviv. The opinions expressed in this 
commentary are his own and do not neces-
sarily represent the views of any organiza-
tion with which he is affiliated.

(Continued from page 4)

As Moscow...
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Young entrepreneur creates “Baba Bags” to aid Ukrainian refugees
by Orysia Kourbatov  
and Matthew Dubas

CHICAGO/PARSIPPANY, N.J. – Ukrainian American entre-
preneur Fedia Kourbatov, 23, is the founder of Baba Bags, 
whose company tagline is “doing good-like Baba would.”

Through sales at Baba Bags (www.baba-bags.com), Mr. 
Kourbatov is raising funds for refugee children from 
Poltava, Ukraine, who have been displaced from their 
homes as a result of Ukraine’s ongoing war against Russia-
backed separatists in the Donbas region.

Mr. Kourbatov, always thinking of new ways to reuse 
everyday items in order to save the environment, repur-
posed the collection of Ukrainian pillow cases by Valia 
Petrusha (January 1954-September 2020), who was a long-
time family friend, into reusable gift wrap pouches to honor 
her lifelong generosity and deep compassion for others.

Mr. Kourbatov is donating all of the proceeds from his 
new limited-edition “Wrapped in Love by Valia” gift wrap 
that was available for purchase at a Holiday Market orga-
nized by the Ukrainian American Archives and Museum in 
Hamtramck, Mich. Pricing on the company’s website for 
the gift wrap is normally $8 for one, $25 for three, or $32 
for four (a sale discount was being applied at the time of 
publication).

In speaking with The Ukrainian Weekly’s Matthew 
Dubas, Ms. Petrusha’s sister, Vira, chose that the proceeds 
be directed to the Poltava region in Ukraine where the fam-
ily has an ancestral connection. Valia, who lived in the 
Michigan area, supported Ukrainian orphans and refugees 
for decades. Now, her pillowcases will continue to do the 
same as they cross the country one gift at a time. Each gift 
wrap has a QR code associated with each wrap to track its 
travels as each gift giver passes it on.

Mr. Kourbatov’s main business started in his dorm room 
when he was awarded a small stipend from the Sooner 
Innovation Fund (organized by the Tom Love Center for 
Entrepreneurship) at Oklahoma University to start his 
business when he was 20. The idea came from a netted bag 

Baba Bags examples featured on the company’s 
Facebook page. Baba Bags gift wrap examples.

Facebook.com/itsbababags
Facebook.com/itsbababags

Ukrainian American entrepreneur Fedia Kourbatov, 23, 
is the founder of Baba Bags, whose company tagline is 

“doing good-like Baba would.”

Courtesy of Orysia Kourbatov

(Continued on page 17)
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Yara Arts Group presents unique series of concerts on new and old-world music

Ensemble Cherubim presents “Heaven and Earth Rejoice!” at Ukrainian Institute of America

by Ihor Slabicky

NEW YORK – Virlana Tkacz, the 
acclaimed director of the Yara Arts Group 
in New York, presented “Yara’s Winter 
Festival: New and Old World Music” dur-
ing a series of concerts on December 
17-19 at The Ukrainian Museum in New 
York City.

The concert on December 17 featured a 
performance by Julian Kytasty, the world-
renowned bandura player who has rede-
fined the capabilities of the bandura and 
kobza. It also featured Xiao-Fen Min, a clas-
sically trained musician who was the prin-
cipal pipa soloist with the Nanjing 
Traditional Music Orchestra and now per-
forms and records her traditional and 
improvisational music in the United States. 
And it also featured Afarin Narazijou, who 
has studied Iranian classical music and 
improvisation on the qunan in Iran and 

studied on scholarships in the United States 
and Canada.

The evening began with Ms. Min playing 
the pipa, a four-stringed multi-fretted 
acoustic instrument which originated in 
China and resembles a long-necked lute. 
She played “Spring, River, Flower, Moon, 
Night,” music from the Tang Dynasty. Staid 
and structured, the music portrayed the 
picturesque scenery and the beautiful 
spring sounds suggested by its title. She fol-
lowed that performance with “Sunny 
Spring, White Snow,” another expression of 
the return of nature, this piece featuring 
harmony and rhythm.  

Introduced by Julian Kytasty, Ms. 
Nazarijou played the qanun, a hammered 
dulcimer from Iran, which in look resem-
bles the tsymbaly. Performing via video link 

by Katia Sokil Milnikiewicz

NEW YORK – A diverse audience of 
music lovers was treated to an exceptional 
concert of American, British and Ukrainian 
Christmas music on December 19 that fea-
tured Ensemble Cherubim under the direc-
tion of Dr. Marika Kuzma.

The choral concert was sponsored and 
hosted by the Ukrainian Institute of 
America and was also performed in New 
Haven, Conn, the previous day.

 At the Ukrainian Institute of America, 
Ms. Kuzma began by inspiring her audience 
to imagine the angels singing with humans 
on the earth. Her musical talents quickly 
transformed the concert into a Christmas 
experience so many people seemingly 
needed to instill hope and warmth during 
the holiday season.

 Fifteen professional and semi-profes-
sional singers came from California, Seattle, 
Boston, Cleveland, Houston, New York, and 
New Haven, Conn., to take part in the con-
cert. Only one member of the ensemble 
was of Ukrainian descent. It was notable 
that non-Ukrainian musicians of such high 
musical caliber appreciate and perform 
music from the Ukrainian culture.

The program featured an eclectic blend 
of seasonal favorites, some well known to 
the Ukrainian community, as well as recent 
compositions by Ukrainian composers 
Roman Hurko, Volodymyr Yakymets and 

Volodymyr Yakovchuk.
The program paired many of the 

Ukrainian pieces with better known 
English carols and sacred works that cap-
tured a comparable spirit or poetic theme. 
The pairing showcased spiritual and cultur-
al similarities. 

 For example, the Coventry Carol (“Lully 
Lullay”) was sung back-to-back with Father 
Bohdan Hanushevsky’s Christmas lullaby 
(“Liuli Liuli”) composed in the Mittenwald 

refugee camp after World War II.
Soprano Phoebe Jevtovic Rosquist gave a 

lovely rendition that evoked the Virgin 
Mary’s tenderly anxious concern for her 
Son as the Holy Family fled to Egypt. The 
composer perhaps wrote this lullaby as a 
kind of allegory for many refugee mothers 
that feared for their children during the 
post-war years when many Ukrainians 
faced the danger of repatriation to the 
Soviet Union.

Ms. Kuzma told the audience that “Liuli-
liuli” was a carol sung in her Ukrainian 
diaspora community in Hartford, Conn., 
and that it was often sung during Christmas 
with her mother or one of her aunts singing 
the solo.

Soprano Katherine Howell performed a 
deeply moving rendition of the African-
American spiritual “Mary had a baby,” 
arranged by William Dawson. To capture 
the wonder and mysticism of Christmas, 
the choir sang the Appalachian carol “I 
wonder as I wander” with tenor Brian 
Thorsett as soloist. This was preceded by a 
lush folk carol from the Poltava region, “Oy, 
dyvneye narozhdennia,” sung by the trio of 
soloists Kyle Picha, Miriam Anderson and 
Celeste Winant.  

Ms. Kuzma spoke about Mykola Leon-
tovych’s “Shchedryk.” 

“It is a misunderstood carol,” Ms. Kuzma 
said. “It is about gratitude and resilience, 
traits Ukrainians have exhibited through-
out their history.”

 The concert seemed to fill a deep need 
in the community. While it gave Ukrainian 
Americans reason to be proud of their heri-
tage, it also helped the largely non-Ukraini-
an audience recognize Ukraine as being 
more than a country dealing with military 
conflicts, nuclear disasters and political 
tensions. The concert also helped them see 

 COMMUNITY CHRONICLE

Ensemble Cherubim under the direction of Dr. Marika Kuzma perform a concert of 
American, British and Ukrainian Christmas music on December 19 at the Ukrainian 

Institute of America in New York.

Facebook.com/marika.kuzma.5

(Continued on page 16)

Do Yeon Kim on gayageum and Julian Kytasty with bandura 
performed during a concert at The Ukrainian Museum on 

December 18.

 Julian Kytasty (left), Alina Kuzma (center) and Iryna 
Voloshyna perform during a concert at The Ukrainian 

Museum on December 19.

Xiao-Fen Min on pipa and Julian Kytasty on bandura performed during a concert at 
The Ukrainian Museum on December 17. 

Pavlo Terekhov
Afarin Nazarijou performed via video 
link during a concert that took place at 
The Ukrainian Museum in New York on 

December 17.

(Continued on page 17)
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Organization for the Defense of Lemkivshchyna presents inaugural College Scholarship awards
by Diana Howansky Reilly

YONKERS, N.Y. – The Organization for 
the Defense of Lemkivshchyna (OOL) 
awarded the first-ever OOL College 
Scholarship awards during a ceremony at 
the Ukrainian Youth Association (CYM) 
building in Yonkers, N.Y., on December 12.

The inaugural recipients of the OOL 
College Scholarships included the following 
individuals: Brianna Chalupa of Rochester, 
N.Y.; Kalyna Kuzemczak of Yonkers, N.Y.; 
Natalia Kuzmiak of New York; Juliana 
Paslawsky of Towaco, N.J.; Julia Pelesz of 
Union, N.J.; Sophia Priatka of Greenwich, 
Conn.; Lukian Tomaszewsky of Cortland 
Manor, N.Y.; and Patricia Wasiczko of 
Yonkers, N.Y. Each recipient received $500.

In order to qualify for the scholarship, 
applicants were required to be of Lemko 
ancestry, as well a member of OOL for at 
least one year, or be the child or grandchild 
of a member of the OOL. The 2021 scholar-
ship recipients represented the following 
OOL branches: Branch number 1 in New 
York; Branch number 2 in Yonkers, N.Y.; 
Branch number 3 in Passaic, N.J.; Branch 
number 5 in Irvington, N.J., and Branch 
number 22 in Syracuse, N.Y.

Applicants were also required to be a 

U.S. resident and entering their first or sec-
ond year as full-time students at an under-
graduate college or trade school program. 

Additionally, they had to submit personal 
essays regarding how being Lemko has 
impacted their life and/or how they have 

preserved Lemko culture or history.
Presenting the awards were OOL 

Scholarship Committee members Steve 
Kapitula and Marika Shmotolocha, as well 
as OOL President Mark Howansky.

Mr. Howansky addressed the reason the 
OOL set up the College Scholarships in 
2021 after various waves of Lemkos immi-
gration to the United States.

“A lot of the Lemkos who were born in 
Lemkivshchyna are slowly ‘leaving us’ and 
now it’s the kids and the grandkids, so it’s 
really important that you know where you 
came from and help us preserve the Lemko 
history,” Mr. Howansky said.

Mr. Howansky encouraged the award 
winners to make use of OOL’s historical 
resources and wished them much success 
in the academic year.

Roman Kozicky, president of SUMA 
(Yonkers) Federal Credit Union, attended 
the event and pledged that his organization 
would contribute $1,000 to the OOL College 
Scholarship fund.

For more information about the 2021 
OOL College Scholarship recipients or how 
to apply for the 2022 awards, readers can 
visit the OOL’s website at https://lemko-
ool.com/?lang=en, or email the organiza-
tion at editor@lemko-ool.com.

The OOL Scholarship Committee announced their inaugural scholarship recipients 
during an award ceremony on December 12. Pictured during the award ceremony are 
(from left to right) OOL Scholarship Committee member Marika Shmotolocha, schol-
arship winners Juliana Paslawsky and Kalyna Kuzemczak, OOL Scholarship 
Committee member Steve Kapitula, scholarship winners Natalia Kuzmiak and Julia 

Pelesz, and OOL President Mark Howansky.

Lena Howansky

UNWLA Detroit branch hosts talk by Ukrainian journalist Vakhtang Kipiani
by Maria Zarycky

WARREN, Mich. – Approximately 60 people gathered at 
the branch office of the Ukrainian National Women’s 
League of America in Warren, Mich., to hear a presenta-
tion by renown Ukrainian journalist Vakhtang Kipiani on 
December 14.

Mr. Kipiani, the director of the well-known Ukrainian 
website Istorychna Pravda (Historical Truth), was a par-
ticipant of the Revolution on Granite in 1990. He worked 
as a journalist for several newspapers and television chan-
nels in Ukraine during the 1990s and 2000s. 

Born in 1971 in Tbilisi, Georgia, he graduated from the 
Mykolayiv National University and is the recipient of the 
Shevchenko National Prize in Journalism. Since 2010, Mr. 
Kipiani has lectured at the Ukrainian Catholic University 

in Lviv, Ukraine, and recently at the National University of 
Kyiv-Mohyla Academy.

Following a ruling by the Darnytsia District Court in 
Kyiv, Mr. Kipiani was ordered to remove information about 
Viktor Medvedchuk – who is regarded as an ally of 
Russian President Vladimir Putin – from his newly pub-
lished book, “The Court Case of Vasyl Stus.” The offending 
chapter outlined the role Mr. Medvedchuk played in the 
persecution of Ukrainian dissident Vasyl Stus. The court 
also banned the dissemination of book sections in various 
media, including radio, television and the Internet.  
However, the Kyiv Court of Appeals on March 19, 2021, 
overturned the decision.

During his talk here, Mr. Kipiani spoke about his many 
publications, chief among them “The Court Case of Vasyl 
Stus,” which is now in print, “The Country of Women,” 
“Krayina Zinochoho Rody,” and “The Dissidents.”

Mr. Kipiani spoke eloquently of his many interests and 
his research into the Soviet dissident movement. He also 
spoke about the massacre of 500 Ukrainian women at the 
Kingir concentration camp.

In 1990-1992, Mr. Kipiani took part in The Popular 
Movement of Ukraine, Rukh. He ran for a seat in the 

Verkhovna Rada in 1996, and in 2014 he ran for a seat on 
the Kyiv City Council. In 2019 he received the Georgiy 
Gongadze PEN of Ukraine Award.

He is currently focused on identifying and cataloging 
the war victims of all Ukrainian conflicts starting with 
World War I.  His goal is to identify and document the 
graves of the various Ukrainians involved in those con-
flicts.  To that end, Mr. Kipiani has visited many Ukrainian 
diaspora communities to look through any relevant 
archives. Upon finding a grave, he photographs and docu-
ments the grave marker. He has done this work at St. 
Andrew’s Ukrainian Cemetery in South Bound Brook, N.J.

In doing this work in the Detroit area, he was fortunate 
to garner the assistance of Andrij Pereklita of Ann Arbor, 
Mich., who assisted Mr. Kipiani in his search for Col. 
Mykola Janow and his wife and field nurse Nina Janow at 
the Evergreen Cemetery in Detroit.

Mr. Kipiani’s three-day visit to the Detroit area was sup-
ported by Slava Glinska of the UNWLA. He was hosted by 
Solomia Soroka of Ann Arbor, Mich.

Maria Zarycky is a member of Branch 96 of the 
Ukrainian National Women’s League of America. 

Ukrainian journalist Vakhtang Kipiani visited Ever-
green Cemetery in Detroit where he located the graves 
of Col. Mykola Janow and his wife and field nurse Nina 

Janow.

Andrew Pereklita

Approximately 60 people gathered at the branch office of the Ukrainian National Women’s League of America in 
Warren, Mich., to hear a presentation by renown Ukrainian journalist Vakhtang Kipiani on December 14.

Nataliya Shmoron
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that it could disenfranchise the country’s 
native Russian speakers. The law stipulates 
that, starting in mid-May, news sites regis-
tered in Ukraine must at least offer an 
equivalent Ukrainian-language version of 
articles. It requires that the Ukrainian ver-
sion must open first. The Ukrainian lan-
guage requirement will apply to regional 
media starting July 2024. Radio and televi-
sion have already been under strict 
Ukrainian language quotas for years. 
Ukraine’s State Language Law, which went 
into effect on July 16, declares that 
Ukrainian is “the only official state lan-
guage” in the country. Ukrainian is the 
native language of some 67 percent of 
Ukraine’s almost 43.5 million population, 
while Russian is the native language of 
almost 30 percent. Russian is spoken mostly 

in urban areas. Almost 3 percent of 
Ukraine’s inhabitants are native speakers of 
other languages. (RFE/RL, based on report-
ing by dpa, TASS and RFE/RL’s Ukrainian 
Service)

Britain sends new weapons to Ukraine

U.S. and British officials have pledged 
support and new weapons to Ukraine as 
Germany issued further calls for diplomacy 
and warnings to Moscow amid a troop 
buildup in western Russia. British Defense 
Secretary Ben Wallace said on January 17 
that Britain was providing Ukraine with 
new “defensive weapons systems,” and 
announced a fresh diplomatic overture 
toward Moscow. “We have taken the deci-
sion to supply Ukraine with light anti-
armor, defensive weapon systems,” Mr. 
Wallace told parliament. “They are not stra-
tegic weapons and pose no threat to Russia. 
They are to use in self-defense,” Mr. Wallace 
said, adding that he was inviting Russian 

Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu to London 
for talks in the coming weeks to help 
defuse the crisis. Kyiv and its Western back-
ers say Russia has deployed tens of thou-
sands of troops along the border with 
Ukraine in recent weeks in what could be 
preparations for a potential invasion, some-
thing Moscow has denied. A U.S. Congress-
ional delegation that arrived in Kyiv on 
January 17 to “help deter further Russian 
aggression,” meanwhile, underscored 
Western resolve in the face of the Russian 
threat. “I think [Russian President] 
Vladimir Putin has made the biggest mis-
take of his career in underestimating how 
courageously the people of Ukraine will 
fight him if he invades,” Sen. Richard 
Blumenthal (D-Conn.) told journalists after 
the delegation met with Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy. “And we 
will impose crippling economic sanctions, 
but more important we will give the people 
of Ukraine the arms, lethal arms, they need 
to defend their lives and livelihoods,” Mr. 
Blumenthal added. He said such weapons 
could include Javelin anti-tank missiles, 
Stinger missiles, small arms and boats. 
“And so our message is: There will be con-
sequences if he chooses to violate the sanc-
tity of this democracy,” Sen. Amy Klobuchar 
(D-Minn.) said. Sen. Chris Murphy 
(D-Conn.) told RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service 
that Washington wants to provide U.S. mili-
tary aid “to make sure that Ukraine gets 
equipment to defend itself which is not 
offensive in nature.” Sen. Rob Portman 
(R-Ohio) told RFE/RL that U.S. officials 
were “very concerned with what we see” 
and were also “talking about additional 
sanctions” against Russia. The U.S. 
Congressional delegation also included 
Sens. Jeanne Shaheen (D-N.H.) and Roger 
Wicker (R-Miss.). Earlier on January 17, 
German Foreign Affairs Minister Annalena 
Baerbock told Ukrainians during a visit to 
Kyiv that diplomacy was “the only way” to 
resolve the tense standoff between Moscow 
and the West over Ukraine. She repeated 
warnings that Russia would pay a “high 
price” if it launched an attack on its neigh-
bor. “We will do our all to guarantee 

Ukraine’s security. We will do our all to 
guarantee Europe’s security,” Ms. Baerbock 
told a joint press conference in Kyiv with 
her Ukrainian counterpart, Dmytro Kuleba. 
“Each further aggressive act will have a high 
price for Russia, economically, strategically, 
politically,” said Ms. Baerbock, a day before 
she was due to meet Russian Foreign Affairs 
Minister Sergei Lavrov in Moscow. Kyiv and 
its Western backers say Russia has 
deployed tens of thousands of troops along 
the border with Ukraine in recent weeks in 
what could be preparations for a potential 
invasion, something Moscow has denied. 
Talks between Moscow and Western coun-
tries on Russia’s military buildup ended 
with no breakthrough last week. A cyberat-
tack that disabled Ukraine’s government 
websites has further inflamed tensions, 
with Kyiv accusing Russia of being behind 
it. The Kremlin has denied any involvement. 
Addressing the press briefing on January 
17, Mr. Kuleba said Ukraine and Germany 
were united in pushing to revive four-way 
talks on putting an end to the fighting in 
eastern Ukraine in the so-called 
“Normandy” format, which includes 
Germany, France, Ukraine and Russia. 
Ukrainian officials have repeatedly sought 
reassurances from the West that no deci-
sions will be made about the future of their 
country without Kyiv’s involvement and 
assent. “It is important for us now that nei-
ther Berlin nor Paris makes any decisions 
about Ukraine without Ukraine, and does 
not play any game behind our backs in rela-
tions with Russia,” Mr. said Kuleba, who 
thanked Ms. Baerbock “for taking such a 
principled position.” Kyiv fiercely opposes 
the Nord Stream 2 pipeline project aimed at 
shipping Russian natural gas to Germany, 
bypassing Ukrainian territory. Ms. Baer bock 
noted that the project was now on hold and 
should fully comply with European energy 
regulations. In a statement, Russia’s Foreign 
Affairs Ministry said the project’s certifica-
tion should not be “artificially delayed and 
politicized” by German regulators and the 
European Commission. (RFE/RL, with 

(Continued on page 15)

(Continued from page 2)
NEWSBRIEFS

KULINSKI MEMORIALS
809 SOUTH MAIN STREET • MANVILLE, NJ 08835

• Serving Ukrainian families for over 60 years
• Over 40 granite colors to choose from
• Custom etchings
• House appointments available
• Serving the tri-state area
• 5 minutes from St. Andrew Ukrainian Cemetery  
   in South Bound Brook, NJ

Tel. 800-458-5467  •  908-722-3130  •  Fax 908-253-0027
KulinskiMemorials@msn.com  •  KulinskiMemorials.com

PROFESSIONALS

TO PLACE YOUR AD CALL WALTER HONCHARYk (973) 292-9800 x3040
or e-mail  advertising@ukrweekly.com

SERVICES

OPPORTUNITIES

Earn Extra incomE!
The Ukrainian Weekly is looking 

for advertising sales agents.
For additional information contact  

Walter Honcharyk, Advertising Manager,  
The Ukrainian Weekly, 973-292-9800, ext 3040.

WANT IMPACT?
Run your advertisement here, 

in The Ukrainian Weekly’s 
CLASSIFIEDS section.

Михайло Козюпа
Ліцензований Продавець

Страхування Життя
Michael Koziupa
Licensed Life Insurance Agent  

Ukrainian National Assn., Inc.

973-723-4387
mkoziupa@outlook.com

МАРІЯ ДРИЧ
Ліцензований Продавець

Страхування Життя
МАRІA DRICH

Licensed Life Insurance Agent 
  Ukrainian National Assn., Inc.

2200 Route 10, Parsippany, NJ 07054
Tel.: 973-292-9800 ext. 3035
e-mail: mdrich@unainc.org

LAW OFFICES OF  
ZENON B. MASNYJ, ESQ.___________________
In the East Village since 1983

Serious personal injury, real estate 
for personal and business use,  

representation of small and mid-
size businesses, divorce, wills and 

probate (New York matters only).

(By Appointment Only)

140 Second Avenue
New York, NY 10003

212-477-3002
zbmasnyj@verizon.net

If 212-477-3002 landline busy, 
please call 201-247-2413

“But if they actually do what they’re 
capable of doing ... it is going to be a disas-
ter for Russia if they further invade 
Ukraine,” Mr. Biden added.

Pressed on what he meant by “minor 
incursion,” Mr. Biden said “there are differ-
ences” in Western capitals about how to 
respond depending on the exact nature of 
what Russia does.

“Big nations can’t bluff, number one. 
Number two, the idea that we would do any-
thing to split NATO ... would be a big mis-
take. So, the question is, if it’s something sig-
nificantly short of a significant invasion or ... 
just major military forces coming across. For 
example, it’s one thing to determine if they 
continue to use cyber efforts; well, we can 
respond the same way,” he said.

In apparent attempt to clarify the presi-
dent’s convoluted response, immediately 
after the press conference the White House 
issued a statement.

“If any Russian military forces move 
across the Ukrainian border, that’s a 
renewed invasion, and it will be met with a 
swift, severe and united response from the 
United States and our allies. President 
Biden also knows from long experience 
that the Russians have an extensive play-
book of aggression short of military action, 
including cyberattacks and paramilitary 
tactics. And he affirmed today that those 
acts of Russian aggression will be met with 
a decisive, reciprocal and united response,” 

the White House said.
Last week, Russian diplomats met with 

top officials from the United States, NATO 
and European nations to discuss Moscow’s 
sweeping demands, many of which Western 
officials have described as non-starters. The 
talks yielded no breakthroughs, and that, 
plus belligerent rhetoric from Moscow, has 
alarmed Western officials.

“[Mr.] Putin has, I know, a stark choice, 
either escalation or diplomacy,” Mr. Biden 
said.

Russia has also moved troops to Belarus 
for what it calls joint military exercises, giv-
ing it the option of attacking neighboring 
Ukraine from the north, east and south.

Secretary of State Antony Blinken is due 
to meet with his Russian counterpart, 
Sergei Lavrov, on January 21 in the Swiss 
city of Geneva.

In Kyiv to consult with the Ukrainians, 
Mr. Blinken said on January 19 that the 
United States prefers to continue diploma-
cy with Moscow as long as it can to avoid 
aggression against Ukraine.

Mr. Blinken is set to travel to Berlin for 
four-way talks with Britain, France and 
Germany on January 20 as he looks to 
ensure Western unity before heading to 
Geneva to meet Mr. Lavrov.

(With reporting by AFP, AP and Reuters)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/biden-putin-russia-
ukraine-/31662566.html).

(Continued from page 1)

Biden predicts...



15THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, JANUARY 23, 2022No. 4

reporting by AFP, Reuters, TASS and RFE/
RL’s Ukrainian Service)

Ministry accuses Russia of cyberattack

Ukraine on January 16 accused Russia of 
being behind a cyberattack that disabled 
government websites, adding that Moscow 
has been waging an increasingly intense 
“hybrid war” against its neighbor. On 
January 14, the Ukrainian government was 
targeted in an attack that forced many of its 
websites offline, included those of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Ministry of 
Energy and the Ministry of Civil Protection. 
“All evidence indicates that Russia is behind 
the cyberattack. Moscow continues to wage 
a hybrid war and is actively building up its 
forces in the information and cyberspaces,” 
the Ministry of Digital Development said in 
a statement on January 16. The cyberattack 
comes as the threat of a Russian invasion of 
Ukraine looms after Moscow massed some 
100,000 troops near the border with its 
neighbor and talks to resolve the tense 
standoff appear stalled. A message left by 
the attackers in the January 14 mass web 
defacement told Ukrainians to “be afraid 
and expect the worst.” U.S. tech giant 
Microsoft said in a blog post on January 15 
that its security experts discovered mal-
ware on dozens of government computers 
in Ukraine that could render them unus-

able. Although the malware disguised itself 
as ransomware, its true purpose was to be 
able to destroy data on the command of 
hackers, Microsoft said. The Kremlin has 
denied any involvement. But U.S. national-
security adviser Jake Sullivan on January 16 
voiced skepticism about Russia’s denial, 
telling CBS, “We’ve been warning for weeks 
and months, both publicly and privately, 
that cyberattacks could be part of a broad-
based Russian effort to escalate in Ukraine.” 
Mr. Sullivan added that the United States 
was working with Ukraine to beef up its 
cyberdefenses, while also coordinating with 
U.S. firms like Microsoft on ways to prevent 
future cyberattacks. Mr. Sullivan added that 
U.S. experts had yet to positively confirm 
Russian responsibility for the cyberattack 
against Ukrainian targets. However, he 
added, “It would not surprise me one bit if 
it ends up being attributed to Russia,” add-
ing that, “If it turns out that Russia is pum-
meling Ukraine with cyberattacks and if 
that continues over the period ahead, we 
will work with our allies on the appropriate 
response,” he said. (RFE/RL, with reporting 
by Reuters and AFP)

Washington ‘ready either way’ on Ukraine

The United States will in the coming days 
lay out its future steps in the standoff with 
Russia over the latter’s troop buildup near 
the border with Ukraine, national security 
adviser Jake Sullivan said on January 16, fol-
lowing a week of talks that failed to ease 
concerns of a possible conflict. Mr. Sullivan, 
in an interview with CBS, said Washington 

was “ready either way.” “We’re in close 
touch with our allies and partners, includ-
ing the Ukrainians,” Mr. Sullivan, who is the 
top adviser to U.S. President Joe Biden, said. 
“We’re coordinating closely on next steps. 
And we’ll have more to share in terms of 
the next steps into the diplomacy early next 
week. But the key point here is that we’re 
ready either way. If Russia wants to move 
forward with diplomacy, we are absolutely 
ready to do that in lockstep with our allies 
and partners,” Mr. Sullivan said. The United 
States says Russia has deployed up to 
100,000 soldiers along the border with 

Ukraine and has accused Moscow of seek-
ing to provoke a “pretext” for a possible 
offensive. “If Russia wants to go down the 
path of invasion and escalation, we’re ready 
for that, too, with a robust response,” Mr. 
Sullivan said. The United States and its 
NATO allies held talks this week with Russia 
focusing on the tensions over Ukraine and 
the European security architecture, but all 
three rounds of negotiations – in Geneva, 
Brussels and Vienna – failed to make signifi-
cant progress. Russia’s Deputy Foreign 
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With deep sorrow we announce that 

Atanas Taras Kobryn
age 93, of North Port, FL, passed away on January 5, 2022.  He was born in 
Yakubova Volya, Ukraine on March 8, 1928.  He moved to North Port from 
Staten Island, NY in 1994. Atanas was a business officer for health related 
facilities for the State of New York, retiring in 1993. He served in the US 
Army and was a member of the American Legion, AMVETS, Ukrainian 
American Veterans, and the Brotherhood of Veterans of the 1st Ukrainian 
Division of the Ukrainian National Army.  He was a member of the 
Kiwanis Club, the Ukrainian American Club of SW FL, friends of the North 
Port Area Public Library, Shevchenko Scientific Society, Retired Public 
Employees Association, The Ukrainian Museum, The Washington Group, 
the Ukrainian National Association, Ukrainian Fraternal Association, and 
the Ukrainian “Providence” Association. Atanas was an active member of 
St. Mary’s Ukrainian Catholic Church in North Port.

Surviving family members include his sons, Alexander Zenon Kobryn 
of Lakeland, FL and Col. Adrian Ihor Kobryn of Staten Island, NY; daughter 
Maria Luba Hirak of North Port; daughters-in-law Angelita Rios-Kobryn 
and Janice Lynn Kobryn, both of Staten Island, sister Lyubomyra Melnyk 
of Lviv, Ukraine; 4 grandchildren, Adrienne Halyna Hirak, Alexander Yurij 
Hirak, Grace Lynn Kobryn and Severino Bohdan Kobryn; and 2 great 
grandchildren, Natalya Hope Dominguez and Victoria Faith Hirak.

He was preceded in death by his wife, Kateryna Osadciw Kobryn, son, 
Andrew Bohdan Kobryn, and his parents, Oleksa and Kateryna Kobryn, 
and several other family members.

Visitation was at Farley Funeral Home, North Port Chapel on January 
19th beginning at 3:00 PM with a Panachyda service at 5:00 PM.

Funeral services were held at St Mary’s Ukrainian Catholic Church in 
North Port on January 20 at 10:00 AM, followed by burrial at Venice 
Memorial Gardens.

May his memory be eternal
To share a memory of Atanas or to send a condolence to the family 

visit www.farleyfuneralhome.com.
In lieu of flowers the family requests donations in the name of 

the deceased to the “War Victims Fund” through Ukrainian National 
Women’s League of America (UNWLA) Chapter 56, or the “Ukrainian 
Catholic Education Foundation”, or the Ukrainian American Veterans 
Scholarship Fund.

Vera Saluk
 (1927-2022)

It is with extreme sadness that we 
announce the passing of Vera Saluk, 
94, of Toronto, Ontario, on Tuesday, 
January 4, 2022, at Toronto Western 

        Hospital.
Vera was born on July 12, 1927, to Syzon and 

Vekla Siromolot, in the village of Husarivka, 
Kharkiv Oblast, Ukraine. Her brother, Vasyl, was 
born nine years later.

Surviving the Holodomor as a child in a part of Ukraine that was 
ravaged by this genocide, escaping further persecution from the 
Soviets and ending up in the DP camps in Germany during the war as 
a teenager, Vera was fortunate to have her parents with her through 
these difficult years. Together, they emigrated to England after the 
Second World War, raising a young immigrant family in England, then 
emigrating again, this time following her son Bohdan to Canada and 
being joined by most of the family in the Greater Toronto Area from 
the late 1970’s.

Vera was predeceased by her husband, Nestor, and by her parents 
and brother. She is survived by her loving daughter, Anna, and by 
her sons Bohdan Sklierenko (Luba), Volodymyr Sklierenko (Lida), Yuri 
Marchenko (Lorraine), and Vasyl Saluk (Olya). She is also survived by 
eight grandchildren (Orest, Andrij, Alexandra, Taras, Natalka, Adam, 
Anastasia, Dmitri) and seven great-grandchildren (Maksym, Stephko, 
Kalyna, Kamryn, Madeleine, Alex, Noah).

Pra-babtsia Vera will be remembered for her love of her family and 
her love of her homeland. This love often emerged through Ukrainian 
music and song. She sang in Ukrainian community and church 
choirs both in England and Canada, and our early memories in her 
home were of Veryovka or Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus LP’s being 
accompanied (and often drowned out) by the entire family in song 
on birthdays, holidays and other family gatherings. She was proud 
of how her children, grandchildren and great-children embraced her 
love of Ukraine and its culture, carrying forward many of her beloved 
traditions to this day.

In lieu of flowers, the family kindly requests donations in Vera 
Saluk’s memory be made to the Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus Legacy 
Fund at The Shevchenko Foundation (shevchenkofoundation.com).

Вічна Їй пам’ять!

Провід 5-го куреня Уладу Старших Пластунів
і 20-го куреня Уладу Пластових Сеніорів

ОРДЕН ХРЕСТОНОСЦІВ
ділиться сумною вісткою, 

що 9 січня 2022 року відійшов у Вічність

св. п. 
пл. сен.

Осип Данко
колишній Голова Українського Музею 

довголітній і заслужений громадський діяч. 

В імені Ордену складаємо горем прибитій Родині
наші найглибші співчуття.

Вічна Йому пам’ять!

З Хрестом і Мечем!

(Continued on page 17)
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Ukraine as a country of deep spirituality and, as expressed 
in “Shchedryk,” as being a culture of abundance, gratitude 
and resilience. 

 Throughout the concert, Ensemble Cherubim was 
impressive in its ability to articulate Ukrainian texts with 
clear diction, bright dynamics, radiant harmonies and 
rhythmic verve. This was particularly evident in Pylyp 
Kozytsky’s “Oy, koliada, koliadnytsia” and Kyrylo 
Stetsenko’s “Dnes’ poyushche.”    

 Adding to the seasonal charm were “vinshuvannia” – 
traditional poetic greetings – and readings by New York 
soprano Vira Slywotzky, who shared a dramatized, beauti-

ful translation of Lesia Ukrainka’s “Christmas Eve 
Sketches.” Acclaimed British actor and director Jonathan 
Lynn delivered a heart-warming excerpt from Dylan 
Thomas’s “A Child’s Christmas in Wales.” 

 Although she began her musical training in Hartford, 
Conn., before moving on to Indiana University and the 
University of North Carolina, Ms. Kuzma is better known 
for her work on the west coast where for 25 years she con-
ducted university choirs and orchestras and taught numer-
ous courses as a tenured professor in the Department of 
Music at the University of California, Berkeley.

During her storied career, she has collaborated with 
world-renowned conductors, such as Gustavo Dudamel, 
Nicholas McGegan, Kent Nagano and Esa-Pekka Salonen.  
She also directed concerts of many of the world’s most 
challenging oratorios and classical masterworks, including 

the Brahms Ein deutsches Requiem, Bach St. Matthew 
Passion, Britten War Requiem and Stravinsky Svadebka.  

 Ms. Kuzma integrated a good deal of Ukrainian music 
into her university’s choral repertoire. Several members of 
the Ensemble Cherubim are alumni of her choral program 
that have developed a special affinity for Ukrainian music.  
Working with these singers, she released a recording of 
Bortniansky’s choral concerti, “I cried out unto the Lord,” 
on the prestigious Naxos International label.

The concert was an important reminder that, as much 
as the world has embraced “Shchedryk” (known as the 
Carol of the Bells), there is a much deeper reservoir of 
Ukrainian music that deserves exposure to audiences and 
choirs, many of which are constantly searching for new 
sounds and always eager for something fresh, profound 
and spiritually uplifting.

(Continued from page 11)
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known as WhisperGate.
Defacement of several websites was another feature of 

the cyberattacks. The Foreign Affairs Ministry’s main page 
was affected, while the websites for some of its embassies, 
including in Germany and the U.S., were temporarily not 
responding on January 14.

A tri-lingual message appeared on the Foreign Affairs 
Ministry’s website (www.mfa.gov.ua). That message, writ-
ten in Ukrainian, Russian and Polish, warned Ukrainians to 
“be afraid and expect the worst.”

However, Mr. Zhora said so far “we have no proof of 
data leakage during the attacks.”

He added that there was “no doubt this was state spon-
sored. … Its goal was to bring as much damage as could be 
possible without a financial component [ransomware] 
with the attack.”

The attacks took place “simultaneously” overnight 
when computer networks and systems are usually “at 
their most vulnerable,” Mr. Zhora said, adding that their 
“only goal is to damage Ukrainian infrastructure.”

Computing giant Microsoft released additional informa-
tion on the attack on January 15 to identify the new mal-
ware as “WhisperGate,” which “wipes data.”

The attacks targeted “government, non-profit and infor-
mation technology entities in Ukraine,” and they came 
amid Russia’s current threat to escalate its war against 
Ukraine.

Microsoft said it also suspected a “state actor” in the 
systemic hack: “As with any observed nation-state actor 
activity, Microsoft … notifies customers that have been tar-

geted or compromised, providing them with the informa-
tion they need to guide their investigations.”

An unnamed information technology firm that “manag-
es [Ukrainian government] websites for public and private 
sector clients, including government agencies” was also 
affected by the malware, according to Microsoft.

Mr. Zhora explained how a “supply chain attack” works. 

The attack uses an interconnected network between a “cli-
ent” and a “service provider” to penetrate a target comput-
er. 

Hackers use “the provider’s infrastructure to penetrate 
the client’s network. … If the hack has administrative cre-
dentials, they can use it and log into client systems.”

ESET, a Slovak-based internet security company that 
offers anti-virus products, separately said that the hackers 
used a “crypting service from [the] darkweb” to make the 
malware undetected.

Some of that crypting was made “four days prior to the 
attack in Ukraine,” ESET added via a Twitter thread.

“It is likely that attackers were trying to avoid existing 
detections at the last moment before the attack. That’s 
why they used third party criminal services,” the company 
said.

The SBU, which also conducts cybersecurity at the 
national security level, reported “neutralizing” over 2,000 
attacks last year on “Ukrainian government resources” 
that are strategically important to “critical infrastructure.”

The last cyberattack on Ukraine of this scale took place 
in 2017 and is known as “NotPetya,” which the U.S. and 
Ukraine attributed to Russia.

In part, that attack struck Ukraine’s electricity grid, 
shutting off power mostly in the western part of the coun-
try and as well as briefly in Kyiv Oblast.

In October 2020, the U.S. Justice Department charged 
six Russians – current and former members of Russia’s 
GRU military intelligence – with conducting the cyberat-
tacks.

Mr. Zhora of CIP said NotPetya was also a supply chain 
attack and it ended up “infecting computers of businesses 
worldwide, causing nearly $1 billion in damage,” Radio 
Free Europe/Radio Liberty reported.

(Continued from page 1)
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A screenshot of the Ukrainian Foreign Affairs 
Ministry’s defaced homepage as seen on the morning of 
January 14. A portion of the message, written in 
Ukrainian, Russian and Polish, warned Ukrainians to 

“be afraid and expect the worst.”

Mark Raczkiewycz

to take over the government of Ukraine and to control 
Ukraine’s critical infrastructure with an occupying Russian 
force. At the heart of this effort are Taras Kozak and Oleh 
Voloshyn, two current members of Ukraine’s parliament 
from the party led by Victor Medvedchuk, who is already 
subject to U.S. sanctions for his role in undermining 
Ukrainian sovereignty in 2014. Mr. Medvedchuk maintains 
close ties with the Kremlin, and also took part in directing 
these activities. 

Mr. Kozak, who controls several news channels in 
Ukraine, supported the FSB’s plan to denigrate senior mem-
bers of Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelens kyy’s inner 
circle, falsely accusing them of mismanagement of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Furthermore, Mr. Kozak used his news 
platforms to amplify false narratives around the 2020 U.S. 
elections first espoused by U.S.-designated Andrii 
Leonidovych Derkach. Mr. Kozak has attempted to legitima-
tize Mr. Derkach’s claims by rebroadcasting Mr. Derkach’s 
false assertions about U.S. political candidates. Throughout 
2020, Mr. Kozak worked alongside FSB intelligence agents. 

Mr. Voloshyn has worked with Russian actors to under-
mine Ukrainian government officials and advocate on 
behalf of Russia. Mr. Voloshyn also worked with 
U.S.-designated Konstantin Kilimnik, a Russian national 
with ties to Russian intelligence who was sanctioned for 
attempts to influence the U.S. 2020 presidential election, to 
coordinate passing on information to influence U.S. elec-
tions at the behest of Russia.

Mr. Kozak is being designated pursuant to Executive 
Order (E.O.) 14024 for being responsible for or complicit 
in, or for having directly or indirectly engaged or attempted 
to engage in, interference in a United States or other for-

eign government election, for or on behalf of, or for the 
benefit of, directly or indirectly, the government of the 
Russian Federation.

Mr. Voloshyn is being designated pursuant to E.O. 14024 
for having acted or purported to act for or on behalf of, 
directly or indirectly, the government of the Russian 
Federation.

FSB-connected former Ukrainian officials

Volodymyr Oliynyk is a former Ukrainian official who 
fled Ukraine to seek refuge in Russia. Mr. Oliynyk has a his-
tory of supporting Russia, currently resides in Moscow and 
shares Russia’s anti-Western sentiments. In 2021, Mr. 
Oliynyk worked at the direction of the FSB to gather infor-
mation about Ukrainian critical infrastructure. 

As in previous Russian incursions into Ukraine, repeat-
ed cyber operations against Ukraine’s critical infrastruc-
ture are part of Russia’s hybrid tactics to threaten Ukraine. 
The overall strategy is designed to pull Ukraine into 
Russia’s orbit by thwarting Ukraine’s efforts at Western 
integration, especially with the EU and NATO.

As Russia has pursued broad cyber operations against 
critical infrastructure, it has focused on disrupting one crit-
ical infrastructure sector in particular: Ukraine’s energy 
sector. Russia has also degraded Ukraine’s access to energy 
products in the middle of winter.

Acting through Russia’s state-owned gas company 
Gazprom, Russia has repeatedly disrupted supplies to 
Ukraine – a vital transshipment country with pipelines to 
other European countries – due to purported disputes over 
gas pricing. 

Mr. Oliynyk is being designated pursuant to E.O. 14024 
for having acted or purported to act for or on behalf of, 
directly or indirectly, the government of the Russian 
Federation.

Vladimir Sivkovich is the former deputy secretary of the 

Ukrainian National Security and Defense Council. In 2021, 
Mr. Sivkovich worked with a network of Russian intelli-
gence actors to carry out influence operations that 
attempted to build support for Ukraine to officially cede 
Crimea to Russia in exchange for a drawdown of Russian-
backed forces in the Donbas, where separatists continue to 
receive support from Russia.

In early 2020, Mr. Sivkovich coordinated with Russian 
intelligence services to promote Mr. Derkach’s disinforma-
tion campaign against the U.S. 2020 presidential election. 
Mr. Sivkovich, who has ties to the FSB, also supported an 
influence operation targeting the United States from 2019 
to 2020. 

Mr. Sivkovich is being designated pursuant to E.O. 14024 
for having acted or purported to act for or on behalf of, 
directly or indirectly, the government of the Russian 
Federation.

Sanctions implications 

As a result of the designations, all property and interests 
in property of the designated persons described above that 
are in the United States or in the possession or control of 
U.S. persons are blocked and must be reported to the U.S. 
Treasury Department’s Office of Foreign Assets Control 
(OFAC). In addition, any entities that are owned, directly or 
indirectly, 50 percent or more by one or more blocked per-
sons are also blocked.

Unless authorized by a general or specific license issued 
by OFAC, or exempt, OFAC’s regulations generally prohibit 
all transactions by U.S. persons or within (or transiting) the 
United States that involve any property or interests in 
property of designated or otherwise blocked persons. The 
prohibitions include the making of any contribution or pro-
vision of funds, goods or services by, to or for the benefit of 
any blocked person, or the receipt of any contribution or 
provision of funds, goods or services from any such person.

(Continued from page 4)
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in mid-January. Some have argued that the 
U.S. should not talk with the Russians, espe-
cially without pre-conditions. On the other 
hand, agreeing to talk was essential to get-
ting our more wary allies on board and 
even to help ensure U.S. public support.

In its diplomacy, the West has been 
assertive and has held united thus far (with 
“thus far” being an important caveat). The 
U.S.-led policy approach of diplomacy and 
de-escalation, coupled with deterrence, is 
the right one. The initial diplomacy has not 
led to any breakthroughs, but that is no sur-
prise given the outrageous Russian ultima-
tums. No one expected a significant break-
through. Mr. Putin was testing the Western 
response and, thankfully, the U.S, NATO and 
the EU displayed remarkable solidarity. 
Allies and partners vociferously con-
demned the Kremlin’s actions. More impor-
tantly, they dismissed as “non-starters” 
demands for a sphere of influence which 
would deny countries like Ukraine the right 
to make their own choices. Time will tell if 
the diplomatic path has a future.

Nevertheless, diplomacy without deter-
rence when dealing with Moscow is mean-
ingless. The U.S. government – in concert 
with our allies and partners, where possi-
ble – is implementing strong measures to 
deter the aggressor. These include the 
threat of punishing sanctions (which I 
believe will have a significant impact 
should Russia invade, despite the nay-say-
ers), an increase in various military and 
security assistance, and more support for 
our eastern NATO allies, among many 
other actions. By most objective accounts, 
the U.S. is doing a good job in this respect. 
But while we are doing a lot, there is room 
for improvement.

There is an ongoing vigorous and neces-
sary debate in Washington about what 
tools to use to most effectively deter Russia. 
For the most part, it is genuine and sub-
stantive, although, to nobody’s surprise, a 
degree of partisan politics is involved. The 
debate is taking place both within and out-
side the U.S. government and Congress. 

Many people, including this columnist, 
favor an even more assertive approach. 
This would include not waiting for a full-
fledged Russian assault, but already start-
ing to escalate sanctions, sending more mil-
itary resources now, stepping up our cyber-
security, intelligence and disinformation 
assistance, and keeping Nord Stream 2 
from becoming operational.

As much as we might favor a bolder 
approach, there are other considerations at 
play. One such consideration is “Alliance 
maintenance,” as it is sometimes referred to 
in policy circles. As tempting as it might be 
to ignore our “softer” allies, like Germany, 
we cannot simply dismiss their views, even 
if we may strongly disagree with them. We 
need to act in concert with our friends as 
much as possible while recognizing that we 
might at times need to take a stronger 
stance on some issues. There are few things 
that Mr. Putin desires more than a split 
among the U.S. and its allies and partners. A 
seriously divided NATO, or even EU, would 
most assuredly not be in Ukraine’s interests.

The U.S. government, across all relevant 
agencies, is taking this latest Russian threat 
to Ukraine and European security extreme-
ly seriously, and there is more engagement 
and coordination with the EU, NATO and 
other partners on this issue than there has 
been on any other issue in decades. Even if 
we might not see eye-to-eye on everything 
with Germany, France and other key allies, 
the U.S. should at a minimum ensure they 
are not working at cross-purposes. 
Maintaining that balance, or, if you will, 
threading that needle of keeping the allies 
on board while maintaining as strong a pol-
icy as possible is not easy, but it is neces-
sary. Maintaining intensive coordination 
with Ukraine is essential. Or, as has been 
often stated by U.S. and other Western offi-
cials: “Nothing about Ukraine without 
Ukraine.” And it is imperative that we work 
closely with eastern NATO allies most 
directly impacted by Russian aggression.

The civilized world must vigorously con-
front the menace whose name is Vladimir 
Putin. How best to do so is the challenge. 
But for the sake of an independent, demo-
cratic Ukraine, and for peace and stability 
in Europe, Mr. Putin’s imperial ambitions 
must be denied and defeated.

(Continued from page 7)
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from Edmonton, she played “Improvisation 
in mode Isafahan” and “Improvisation in 
mode Nava.” 

Although Ms. Min and Mr. Kytasty had 
both been in the same musical scene in 
New York City, both performing with the 
same musicians, they had never played 
together until this night. Their music inter-
sected with a free improvisational piece 
inspired by their individual work with 
Derek Bailey, whose own approach when 
working with new musicians was to do 
deep improvisational work together.

Ms. Nazarijou returned to play another 
improvisation on the qanun. It was notable 
how reminiscent this was of traditional 
tsymbaly and bandura melodic dance 
tunes, and carried impressions of Indian 
ragas and other traditional stylings. One 
could be left asking, Who borrowed from 
whom? Who influenced whom? How much 
sharing is there among musical cultures?

Ms. Min closed the evening with two 
improvised works influenced by jazz great 
Thelonious Monk: “Ask Me Now,” and “Sen,” 
her sensational three note improvisation 
inspired by Mr. Monk’s four note “Raise Four.”

The December 18 performance saw Mr. 
Kytasty on bandura perform with Do Yeon 
Kim, an internationally acclaimed and 
award-winning virtuoso of the gayageum. 
Originating in Korea, the instrument is a 
long, multistring plucked zither. 

Mr. Kytasty opened the evening playing 
the kobza, offering a stirring “Duma pro 
Fedira,” an epic duma about an elder 
Cossack passing his legacy to the next gen-
eration.

Following an introduction by Mr. Kytasty, 
Ms. Kim gave a brief discourse about the 
gayageum, of which she had several exem-
plars, each with a different number of 
strings. She began with “Chen Neon Man 
Sae” (1,000 Years of Well Being), a formal 
composition that was reserved for the king, 
nobility and scholars. This was followed by 
a Sanjo excerpt in the style of Kim Byung 
Ho, a gayageum player of historical impor-
tance. This music is among the most com-
plex in the traditional canon, changing 
rhythms and modes throughout.

Mr. Kytasty picked up his Kyiv style ban-
dura and played two very lively dance 
tunes from the early years of the 20th cen-
tury. Exemplifying music composed for the 
bandura, he played “Homin Stepiv” by 
Hryhoriy Kytasty. 

Departing from the formalized tradition-
al music, Ms. Kim explored the harmonic 
capabilities of her instrument with 
“Chimhyang-moo,” a modern composition 
by Byungki Hwang in the Buddhist scale. 

Taking up his Kharkiv style bandura, Mr. 
Kytasty played three improvisations from 
his suite of etudes “Nights in Banduristan.” 
The first and second were in different 
modes; using the tunings tabs of this ban-
dura for the 21st century, the third piece 
combined both modes. The resultant 
improvisations sounded familiar, yet they 

seemingly traversed space and time. 
The evening of musical explorations 

ended with Ms. Kim playing an extended 
free improvisational work that fully 
explored the musical instrument and what 
can be done to it, both musically and physi-
cally. Watching her play, one fully expected 
the instrument to self-destruct.

The third concert on December 19 
explored Ukrainian vocal traditions with 
Alina Kuzma and Iryna Voloshyna, with Mr. 
Kytasty helping out on a few pieces. 

Ms. Kuzma, a singer of traditional songs 
and a fourth-generation bandura player, 
opened with “Oy, u Kiyevi.” She then per-
formed “Koly ne Bulo,” the malanka 
“Malanochka,” and “Oy ty Dube, Dube,” 
accompanying herself on bandura. 

Ms. Voloshyna, a doctoral student in eth-
nomusicology and a researcher of tradi-
tional Ukrainian village songs, sang a koli-
adka to a young woman, “Oy, Dai Bo” and 
then “Chiy zhe to Pluzhok,” a koliadka to a 
young man. 

She was joined by Mr. Kytasty and Ms. 
Kuzma for a trio of “Zazhurylysya Hory i 
Dolyny.” Returning to solo voice, she sang 
“Velykiy Horod,” “Choho Pole Pochornilo?,” 
“Oy Dvi Sestry Brata Maly,” “Oy Choho 
Vodytsia ta i Kalamutytsya,” and “Kosaryky 
Kosyat.”

Her studies with the women singers in 
the villages in Ukraine gave her authentic 
vocal intonation that was superbly con-
trolled, exposing the nuances of each song.

Mr. Kytasty and Ms. Kuzma joined her, 
with the trio singing “Oy Dai Mamo, Stakan 

Romu.” This song, sung in the traditional 
village voice, deals with modern events 
concerning soldiers and steel machines.

The afternoon performance ended with 
a duet by Ms. Voloshyna and Ms. Kuzma of 
“Ponad Stavom, Ponad Stavochkom” and 
“Oy na Hori, oy Shchuryata,” their perfor-
mance sending pleasant shivers of delight 
up and down one’s spine. The video of their 
final song by the programs director of The 
Ukrainian Museum, Hanya Krill, is posted 
on the Museum’s Facebook page at https://
bit.ly/3Kht8ho.

Over the course of three days, Ms. Tkacz 
oversaw three different intriguing, enlight-
ening and delighting sets of performances. 
The result? A “triple crown” win by Ms. 
Tkacz.

Besides hosting these musical perfor-
mances, The Ukrainian Museum is exhibit-
ing “Finding Sanctuary During Pandemic” by 
Christine Saj. These works on small seven- 
and 12-inch round vinyl media explored col-
ors, patterns and designs that may have 
been influenced by the designs and textures 
seen in pysanky, vyshyvanky and kylymy – 
almost the visual equivalent of the musical 
improvisations. The closely spaced incised 
lines in the media added a certain depth and 
glow to the pieces. The downstairs gallery 
featured works by Slava Gerulak, whose 
visionary work with clay produces figures of 
women and fish and other visages that are 
seemingly produced from dreams. This is 
one artist whose work and oeuvre one 
hopes The Ukrainian Museum will explore 
with an in-depth exhibit.

(Continued from page 11)
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Affairs Minister Sergei Ryabkov said on 
January 13 that Moscow saw no reason to 
hold a new round of security talks with the 
West. On January 16, the Kremlin warned 
that the West and Russia are on “totally dif-
ferent tracks” despite the week of intense 
diplomacy. “There are some understand-
ings between us. But in general, in principle, 
we can now say that we are staying on dif-
ferent tracks, on totally different tracks. And 
this is not good. This is disturbing,” Kremlin 
spokesman Dmitry Peskov said in an inter-

view with CNN. Russian President Vladimir 
Putin has issued a series of demands for 
security guarantees in Europe, including 
NATO not accepting new members like 
Ukraine and Georgia, and limits on allied 
deployments in Eastern European NATO 
members. Western officials say Russia’s 
combative rhetoric and troop buildup near 
Ukraine is an attempt to pressure the 
United States and European allies to bend 
toward the Kremlin’s wish list. Moscow 
insists its military deployment is a response 
to what it sees as the growing presence of 
NATO in its sphere of influence and denies 
it plans to invade Ukraine. (RFE/RL, with 
reporting by AFP, Reuters and AP)

that his grandmother, Larysa, brought from 
Ukraine. When he saw the bag, he fell in 
love with the simplicity, how compact it 
was and that it was a great way to reduce 
the dependency on single-use plastic bags.

Baba Bags describes its mission as fol-
lows: “Our goal is to treat our customers, our 
planet and our community with the same 
love, attention and care as grandma would.”

“The Baba-Bags motto ‘doing good like 
Baba would’ has really become my mantra, 
and the Baba-Bags business takes inspira-
tion from bags that my grandmother 
brought back from Ukraine,” Mr. Kourbatov 
told The Weekly.

“It was a chance to create a handmade, 
reusable product from Ukraine that replac-
es the single-use plastic bags and is a small 
step to help preserve the environment. It 
also provides a chance for people to earn a 
livable wage in Ukraine, which is ranked as 
the second-poorest country in Europe,” Mr. 
Kourbatov said.

He believes that, “if Baba Bags gives the 
same grandmotherly love, attention and 
care to its customers, our planet and our 
community, together we can eliminate mil-
lions of plastic bags while offering transfor-
mational support to non-profits that are 
doing their part to make our community 
and our world a better place.”

Made from quality cotton, the compact, 
stylish bags are designed to hold over 120 
pounds, and come with a lifetime warranty. 
Every Baba Bag is partnered with an 
impactful non-profit, and for every bag pur-
chased, the company donates one bag to its 
non-profit partners.

Since the founding of the company, an 
estimated 80,000 plastic bags have been 
reduced from use, which often end up in 
the marine environment where 100,000 
animals die every year from pollution relat-
ed to plastic bags. Baba Bags has partnered 
with non-profit organizations, including 
the National Pediatric Cancer Foundation 
and Action Against Hunger.

Mr. Kourbatov is a second-generation 
Ukrainian American, born and raised in 
Chicago, where he attended Ukrainian 
school, learned Ukrainian dance, as well as 
attended ODUM (Organization of 
Democratic Ukrainian Youth) summer 
camps in London, Ontario, and All Saints 
Camp (sponsored by the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church of the U.S.A.) in Emlenton, 
Pa. He graduated from the University of 
Oklahoma in 2020 with a degree in finance.  
He is currently balancing his full-time con-
sulting job at Huron Consulting Group with 
directing operations at Baba Bags Inc.

Additional information can be found by 
visiting the Baba Bags pages on Facebook, 
(www.facebook.com/ItsBabaBags) and on 
Instagram (www.Instagram.com/
ItsBabaBags).

(Continued from page 10)
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Pinchuk defeats Flores, retains cruiserweight title
SOUTH WINDSOR, Conn. – Ukraine native 

and cruiserweight Lyubomyr Pinchuk 
defeated Jose Mario Flores of Washington, 
D.C., to open up Top Rank Boxing’s first 
event of the 2022 year at the Turning Stone 
Resort and Casino in Verona, N.Y., on January 
15 in a scheduled eight-round boxing match.

Following a cautious first round, 
Pinchuk suffered a cut to his left eye which 
was ruled an accidental headbutt by referee 
Charlie Fitch. Flores went on to land several 
hard right hands in an attempt to further 
the damage. Pinchuk seemed to have Flores 
in some serious trouble in the fifth round, 
but he was unable to put away his foe. After 
being tagged with a solid left in the seventh 
round, Flores was heard to have whispered 
to Pinchuk, “Good shot, man!” An exhaust-
ed Flores caught two breathers from the 
action in the eighth round when he twice 
lost his mouth guard. The final tallies from 
the judges were 80-72 and 79-73 for 
Pinchuk, whose victory moves him to 14-2-
1, with 8 knock outs. He retained his NABA 
Gold cruiserweight title. Flores dropped to 
8-3-2, with 4 KOs.

The 25-year-old Pittsburgh-based 
Ukrainian, Lyubomyr “The Demolition 
Man” Pinchuk, was most recently seen on 

Ring City U.S.A. against rising undefeated 
American heavyweight Stephen Shaw (13-
0, 10 KO). Pinchuk had moved up to heavy-
weight for the bout and brought the fight to 

Shaw over a tough eight rounds. While fall-
ing short, Pinchuk used the opportunity as 
a learning experience. He returned to his 
natural cruiserweight division in a most 

dominant manner months later with a TKO 
victory over Andrew Satterfield (5-4, 3 KO) 
in his American hometown of Pittsburgh.

Pinchuk expressed excitement at being 
back in the ring, and with kicking the new 
year off with a fight in the cruiserweight 
division on a world title boxing card.

“Lyubko has no fear,” said Pinchuk’s 
trainer, Mike McSorley, owner of The Conn-
Greb Boxing Club in Pittsburgh.

“He’s never turned down a fight since 
turning pro. Not one. He has no sense of 
entitlement – he is always on time and 
gives 100 percent. He is back where he 
belongs at cruiserweight and he can beat 
anyone in the division right now,” McSorley 
said. (The above quotations are courtesy of 
an interview conducted by Boxing.com on 
January 4.)

Lightweight Denys Berinchyk (15-0, 9 
KO) won by unanimous decision after 12 
rounds against Isa Chaniev (15-3, 7 KO) of 
Russia on December 18 at the Brovary Ice 
Palace “Terminal” in Kyiv. Berinchyk, who 
holds the WBO international lightweight 
title, is ranked 18th in the world in the 
lightweight division, according to BoxRec.
com. Judges scored the bout 116-112, 118-
110, 118-111.

Cruiserweight Lyubomyr Pinchuk (right) lands blows against Jose Mario Flores at 
Turning Stone Resort and Casino in Verona, N.Y., on January 15.

Facebook.com/lyubomyr.pinchuk

The Carolina Hurricanes continue to sit 
near the top of their division as the 2020-
2021 NHL season heads into its final month 
of action. The players all agree that having 
some fans back in the building makes a 
huge difference, especially as playoff time 
nears. One 12-year-old fan, in particular, 
reminded everyone that sometimes hockey 
is more than just a sport.

Throughout the pandemic, friendships 
have been put to the test with social dis-
tancing and quarantining. However, the 
bond between Emma Izzo and Canes for-
ward Jordan Martinook cannot be broken.

“Everybody thinks that I made her day,” 
said Martinook in a mid-April interview 
with WTVD-11, a Raleigh-Durham ABC 
affiliate. “I made her night, but seeing her I 
told my wife … I got a little emotional see-
ing her. It was definitely great to see her 
back at a game and you just can’t help but 
smile when you see her. Her energy is 
amazing.”

“We’ve watched every game and she 
started saying, ‘I want to go to a hockey 
game,’” said Emma’s mom, Tina Izzo. “‘I’ve 
missed my buddy.’ That became her thing 
that she kept saying, she’s missed her 
buddy. We just made the effort and just to 
be able to reconnect with him and the 
other Canes fans that were around. It really 
was something special.”

April 9, 2021, was Emma Izzo’s first 
night back at PNC Arena since before the 
pandemic began – it was also a reunion 
with “her buddy,” Ukrainian hockey star 
Jordan Martinook, who made sure her 
night was extra special when he gifted her 
his hockey stick.

“She just wanted him to see her,” Izzo 
said. “That was all she was wanting. She 
was like, ‘My buddy see me?’ I was like 
hopefully he will see you. She was just as 
happy when he waved and smiled at her, 
that was enough for her. When he said, 
‘Hold on a minute,’ I thought, ‘What is he 
doing?’ I was not expecting the hockey stick 

at all. It was just awesome. It was just a 
thoughtful thing for him to do.”

“Even if I brighten her day a little bit, 
that’s all that really matters,” said 
Martinook. “It didn’t matter if she has 
Down Syndrome or whatever. It’s just try-
ing to interact with fans and that’s what it’s 
all about. If making peoples’ days better, it 
made my day better, too, because I couldn’t 
wipe the smile off my face the entire warm-
up.”

Their friendship started in 2019 when 
the two saw each other through the glass at 
a Carolina Hurricanes pre-season game, 
and it has grown ever since. It is a relation-
ship which is second nature to Martinook, 
whose own mother has worked with adults 
who have developmental disabilities her 
whole life.

“My mom, she’s just very drawn to 
adults and children with Down Syndrome 

Martinook well respected off ice

Jordan Martinook plays center for the 
Carolina Hurricanes.

(Continued on page 19)(Continued on page 19)

Kyle Kuzma has been a crucial piece of 
the Washington Wizards’ successful start to 
the 2021-2022 NBA season and it hasn’t 
been just because of his ability to put up 
points. The former Los Angeles Lakers for-
ward is also contributing as a consistently 
aggressive rebounder and providing a 
defensive presence at the forward spot 
with the temporary absence of Rui 
Hachimura. Kuzma readily credits former 
teammates LeBron James and Anthony 
Davis for helping turn him into a multi-fac-
eted contributor.

Their arrivals in Los Angeles pushed the 
rest of the players to the background and 
forced them to adjust to new roles. Kuzma 
recognized the need to adapt his game 
from a scorer to a more all-around contrib-
utor, learning to do the little things like box-
ing out, rebounding and playing defense. 
These little things are required to win 
championships and to consistently win at a 
high level. The often maligned Ukrainian 
(on his mother’s side) was expected by 
some to morph into the Lakers’ third 
superstar, but those expectations may have 
been a bit too extreme. In the meantime, 
Kuzma has turned into a very productive 
player and the Wizards are happy he’s an 
integral part of their squad this season.

Analyzing the trade

He’s considered by many around the 
league to be a prime breakout candidate in 
2021-2022, and is a prime candidate to 
find himself in the conversation for most 
improved player as the season progresses. 
Following a late October win over the 
Indiana Pacers, Kuzma was asked about the 
five-team trade that sent Kentavious 
Caldwell-Pope, Montrezl Harrel and himself 
to the Wizards in exchange for Russell 
Westbrook.

“I mean, you gotta do that trade 10 out 
of 10 times. If you have an opportunity to 
get five good basketball players for one, it 
makes sense. Granted, [Westbrook is] obvi-

ously a Hall of Fame player and everything. 
He’s an unbelievable player, don’t take that 
wrong. But especially for a team like 
Washington, if you look at the track record 
from the past couple of years, it hasn’t nec-
essarily been enough ballplayers here. … 
It’s smart; you have to do it if you’re a GM.” 
(Quote courtesy of a Sam Yip interview that 
was conducted on October 24, 2021, and 
published via Fan Nation.)

Kuzma has a reputation for being honest 
when speaking with the media and the 
above quote was more of the same. The 
Wizards were very much lacking in talent, 
with Westbrook and Bradley Beal the two 
players who carried the team to the play-
offs last season. Kuzma’s assessment of the 

World champion Kuzma now a Wizard

Kyle Kuzma plays forward for the NBA’s 
Washington Wizards.

All-Pro Reels via Wikipedia.com

Hockeydb.com
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Through Exhibit, “Lost Liberties: The War Measures Act,” 
September 22 examining the internment of Canadians of Ukrainian 
Gatineau, QC origin and other nationalities during the First World War,
 Canadian Museum of History, www.historymuseum.ca

January 29 Ukrainian Debutante Ball, Taras Shevchenko School of
Washington Ukrainian Studies of Greater Washington, with music by
 Hrim, Omni Shoreham Hotel, zabavadc@gmail.com or
 www.dcukrainiandeb.com

February 4 Conversation with Myroslava Gongadze, The Power of
New York Passion series, Ukrainian Institute of America, 
 www.ukrainianinstitute.org

February 4-28 Art exhibit, “Home Away From Home” by Tatiana Dulyaba, 
Chicago Ukrainian National Museum, www.tanyadulyaba.com or 
 www.ukrainiannationalmuseum.org

February 5 Chervona Kalyna Cotillion Ball, with presentation of 
Pearl River, NY debutantes, Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization, Hilton 
 Pearl River, www.kalynadeb.org

February 7-11 Conference, “Beyond Borderland: 30 Years of Ukrainian 
Online Sovereignty,” featuring keynote speaker Ambassador Marie
 Yovanovitch, Temerty Contemporary Ukraine Program,
 Harvard University, duncansmith@fas.harvard.edu 

February 12 Presentation of Debutantes, Ukrainian Engineers’ Society 
Philadelphia of America, The Bellevue Hotel, 610-277-1284 or 
 hewko@verizon.net

February 19 Presentation of Debutantes, Ukrainian American Youth 
Parsippany, NJ Association, Sheraton Parsippany Hotel, 
 https://cym.org/en/us/deb-tickets

February 19 Winter Ball and Presentation of Debutantes, Ukrainian 
Troy, MI Engineers’ Society of America – Detroit Branch, with music 
 by Svitanok, Detroit Marriott – Troy, dksawicky@gmail.com

February 19 Concert, “Enchanted Melodies,” performed by the 
New York Horszowski Trio (Jesse Mills, violin; Ole Akahoshi, cello; 
 Rieko Aizawa, piano; Solomiya Ivakhiv, violin; and 
 Emi Ohi Resnik, viola), Ukrainian Institute of America, 
 www.ukrainianinstitute.org

February 26 Presentation of Debutantes, Ukrainian Medical Association 
Chicago of North America (Illinois Branch), Palmer House Hilton, 
 www.umana.org or umanadeb@aol.com

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

trade is spot on – the ability to turn one 
superstar into multiple rotation players is 
something anyone in the front office must 
seriously consider when looking at a talent 
barren roster. Like ex-Lakers Julius Randle, 
D’Angelo Russell, Brandon Ingram and 
Lonzo Ball, it would not be surprising to 
see Kyle Kuzma take his game to the next 
level now that he is able to maximize his 
potential with more opportunities else-
where.

Ironically, Kuzma is a proud owner of a 
championship ring these days because his 
old GM made one of those five-for-one 
types of trades and he was on the side that 
landed only a single player. Kuzma’s 2018-
2019 Lakers missed the postseason, but 
won the title in 2020 when Rob Pelinka 
dealt Lonzo Ball, Brandon Ingram, Josh 
Hart and several first-round draft picks to 
the New Orleans Pelicans in exchange for 
Anthony Davis.

Kuzma and Harrell are players capable 
of bigger roles than the Lakers could give 
them with Davis and James in the building, 
and Caldwell-Pope provided badly needed 
two-way wing play. For many reasons, each 
of those players was worth more to the 
Wizards than they were to the Lakers. 
Washington lost ball-handling and play-
making without Westbrook, but replaced it 
with depth, shooting and defense.

A team leader

Ever since he entered the NBA as an 
unheralded prospect, one of the criticisms 
of Kyle Kuzma has been his lack of maturi-
ty. Brimming with hoops skills, his mental 
strength has been questioned. Thus far, in 
his initial season with Washington, it 
appears Kuzma has finally gotten it.

The Wizards’ impressive road win 
against the Boston Celtics on October 27, 
2021, had Kuzma and company stave off a 
late Celtics fourth quarter rally. Kuzma 
explained in a post-game ESPN interview 
that his team wasn’t rattled in the closing 
moments.

“I think we did a great job of just breath-
ing, slowing it down and figuring our com-
posure out. I think once we did that, we did 
a great job. Obviously, those moments are 
great and it’s great to have them on the 
road.”

It sounds like Kuzma has grown up 
some. His remarks suggest he’s embraced a 
leadership role with the Wizards, despite 
being a new guy on the team. His champi-
onship pedigree with the Lakers will 
undoubtedly help his new team, which was 
off to a winning record several weeks into 
the 2021-2022 season.

How it felt in the bubble

Kuzma created some pretty special 
memories during his time in Los Angeles, 
the biggest of which was becoming an NBA 
champion during the Orlando Bubble in 
2020. However, it seems he does not recall 
that experience as fondly as many would 
expect. In fact, it may just be that the truth 
is far from a happy experience. Here is 
what he said on the topic during a 
September 2021 interview on the ‘No Chill’ 
podcast.

“It was hard just being there. Being in 
the bubble, that’s not our lifestyle. We like 
to be extremely comfortable when we’re 
not on the court. We wanna be home, 
chillin’ in your house, in a nice sofa, watch-
ing a movie. You don’t want to be in Mickey 
Mouse’s house, in 300 square feet for three 
months,” Kuzma said.

“We like to call it prison for athletes. 
That’s what it was. We couldn’t leave, noth-
ing. It’s kind of like the movie ‘Get Out’ or 
something. You just do the same thing 
every single day. That was like walking the 
same hell every day, passing by (Miami 
Heat star) Jimmy Butler every day, passing 
by somebody else,” Kuzma said.

Yes, it was the ultimate sense of being 
trapped. An experience like that could have 
serious effects on a person’s mental health. 
Kyle Kuzma was able to make it out rela-
tively unscathed, and he’s looking really 
good on the basketball court these days.

and I think that’s definitely rubbed off on 
me,” he said in the television interview. 
“When you see her (Emma), it just makes 
you want to smile.”

“When he just gave her that smile and 
that wave, it was so genuine and it’s an 
instinct she has to almost recognize a good 
person,” said Izzo. “I could tear up a bit. It 
means a lot because there are challenges 
with having a special needs child, but 
there’s so many joys and happiness that 
come along with it, so for someone else to 
recognize that little extra something special 
that she has, and especially someone like 
Martinook that is at a professional level, 
your buddy, it really does mean so much. As 
a mom, her mom, she receives so much 
happiness and all from it, it just makes me 
happy.”

In his stint with the Arizona Coyotes 
prior to being traded to Carolina, 
Martinook worked with Down Syndrome 
Arizona. When the world becomes safer, 
Martinook and his wife hope to do the 
same for people like Emma in the North 
Carolina area.

Recognized for media cooperation

Martinook quickly became a fan favorite 
when he was traded to Carolina in 2018. 
His outgoing personality and his famous 
Marty Parties for his teammates led to him 
being recognized by the Professional 
Hockey Writers Association for his cooper-
ation with the media. The Canes’ alternate 
captain can always be counted on for a 
great quote in any situation, whether it is a 
big win or a gut-wrenching loss. In 2020, he 
stepped up as a leader during the upside 
down times of the pandemic world.

Head coach Rod Brind’Amour talked 
about his Ukrainian winger. “That’s part of 
what he’s all about and what makes him a 
great player. He works hard, but on the 
back end of that we spend the majority of 
our time together off the ice as a group and 
as a family. You need these leaders, those 
guys that take charge and bring everyone 
together off the ice. That’s what he does. 

He’s a very, very special guy in that regard,” 
Brind’Amour said.

The Hurricanes understood the value of 
a guy like Martinook, especially during last 
year’s unique time when the players were 
without friends and family, living in the 
NHL bubble. Players were forced to create 
their own energy without cheering crowds, 
trying to establish momentum, taking 
them out of their comfort zones.

Martinook’s philosophy was to keep 
each other happy with life being temporar-
ily so different in the bubble. The mission 
was to keep everybody happy, to keep 
everybody sane and attempt “to put every-
thing you got into it.” (All of the above 
quotes are courtesy of WTVD-11.)

For being a prominent voice in 
Carolina’s locker room since joining the 
team in 2018, and becoming a vocal leader 
on and off the ice, Jordan Martinook was 
the recipient of the Josef Vasicek Award, 
given annually to a player recognized for 
his outstanding cooperation with the 
media.

Martinook morsels: Born July 25, 1992, 
in Brandon, Manitoba, Martinook stands 
six feet tall, weighs 202 pounds, and is a 
left-hand shot. He played two years of 
major junior hockey with Vancouver of the 
WHL. He scored 40 goals in his final WHL 
season (2011-2012). He was drafted 58th 
overall by the Phoenix Coyotes in the 2012 
NHL Entry Draft. His first three years were 
with the Portland Pirates, the AHL affiliate 
for the Phoenix/Arizona Coyotes. His first 
taste of the NHL was in 2014-2015 when 
he got into eight games, tallying one assist. 
He played the next three full seasons with 
the Coyotes – his best year was 2016-2017 
when he scored 11G-14A-25P in 77 games. 
He was traded to the Carolina Hurricanes 
on May 3, 2018, with a fourth-round pick 
for Marcus Kruger and a third-round pick. 
He scored his first NHL hat-trick on 
November 23, 2018, in a 4-1 win over 
Florida. His two-year, $4 million contract 
expired at the end of the 2020-2021 sea-
son. Jordan is married to Courtney Dyck. 
The couple has one son, Chase.

(Continued from page 18)

World champion...
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Martinook...

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at 
iman@sfgsports.com.

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at 
iman@sfgsports.com.

LIKE
Want to keep up to date on developments in Ukraine?

The Ukrainian Weekly  
on Facebook!
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