
by Roman Tymotsko

KYIV – Ukrainians marked Unity Day 
with anxiety and concern that Russia, 
which has positioned more than 100,000 
troops just miles from Ukraine’s border, 
will once again invade their country.

But the symbolism of the day also 
brought a degree of calm, solidarity and 
confidence in the Ukrainian army and the 
country’s diplomats.

Ukrainians around the country and the 
world celebrated the day when, 103 years 
ago, the Ukrainian National Republic (of 
central and eastern Ukraine) were unified 
with the Western Ukrainian National 
Republic.

“On January 22, 1919, a solemn event on 
St. Sophia Square in Kyiv gathered tens of 
thousands of Ukrainians,” Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said after 
laying flowers at the monument to Mykhai
lo Hrushevsky, the prominent Ukrainian 
statesman, scholar and politician.
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U.S. rejects Russian demand 
on NATO expansion, but offers 

‘path’ out of Ukraine crisis
RFE/RL

The United States has rejected 
Russia’s demand to halt further NATO 
expansion eastward, but offered what it 
called a “serious diplomatic path” to 
resolve a heated confrontation between 
Moscow and the West amid a Russian 
military buildup near Ukraine.

Washington handed over its written 
response to Russia’s security demands 
on January 26, which U.S. Secretary of 
State Antony Blinken described as a 
“principled and pragmatic” evaluation 
of the concerns that Moscow has raised.

Russia has amassed more than 
100,000 troops, according to Western 
intelligence, near the border with 
Ukraine and has been holding a series 
of land and sea military exercises, 
sparking concern it may be preparing 

by Mark Raczkiewycz

KYIV – Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy for the second time in less than a 
week addressed the nation urging citizens 
not to panic amid Russia’s potential threat 
to further invade the country in a war that 
will soon enter its ninth year.

He again implicated the media for stok
ing fears of Russia waging a largerscale 
war beyond the confines of the two east

ernmost regions of Donetsk and Luhansk 
where about 14,000 people have been 
killed since the conflict started in 2014. 
Russia preceded the covert invasion by ini
tially seizing Ukraine’s Crimean Peninsula 
in a Special Forces operation in February of 
that year.

Mr. Zelenskyy said on January 25 there 
have been “dozens if not thousands” of 

Zelenskyy vows to inform public of ongoing Russian  
menace as suspected false-flag operations unveiled

(Continued on page 9)

by Mark Raczkiewycz

KYIV – Talks in Paris concluded this 
week between the political advisers to the 
leaders of Ukraine, France, Germany and 
Russia amid a heightened security situation 
that Moscow has caused by massing more 
than 127,000 troops along its border with 
Ukraine. 

Meanwhile, the United States and NATO 
this week rejected Moscow’s main security 
demands that include keeping Ukraine out 
of the alliance and halting all cooperation 
with it. 

Russia’s envoy, Dmitry Kozak, said the 
socalled Normandy format discussions at 

Talks on Russia-manufactured 
crisis take place in Paris

(Continued on page 12)

Political advisers (from left) Jens Plotner of Germany, Andriy Yermak of Ukraine, 
Dmitry Kozak of Russia and Emmanuel Bonne of France gathered in Paris on 

January 26. 

www.elysee.frUkrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy on January 24 addressed an audience on 
the occasion of the Day of Foreign Intelligence.

Office of the President of Ukraine

(Continued on page 15)

U.S., NATO rebuff Moscow’s security demands

Amid threat of Russian invasion, Ukrainians celebrate Unity Day

Anti-corruption activist and former lawmaker Hanna Hopko (second from the left) 
holds a Ukrainian banner on January 22 in downtown Kyiv to mark the 103rd anni-
versary of the Ukrainian Act of Unification, which made the Ukrainian National 

Republic and the Western Ukrainian National Republic into one country.

Courtesy of Hanna Hopko

(Continued on page 3)
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Envoy hands over written responses

Russia’s Foreign Affairs Ministry says 
U.S. Ambassador John Sullivan has handed 
over Washington’s written responses to an 
array of security demands that Moscow has 
made of the West. Russian news agencies 
said Mr. Sullivan left the Foreign Affairs 
Ministry building in Moscow in the evening 
of January 26 after staying inside for 
around 30 minutes. They said the diplomat 
declined to make any comment. Russia, 
which has alarmed Kyiv and its Western 
backers with a military buildup near 
Ukraine, laid out its demands in late 2021, 
including written guarantees that NATO 
will halt any eastward expansion. 
Washington and NATO have already made 
clear that some of the demands are non
starters, and stressed that sovereign states 
have a right to choose their own alliances. 
Russia denies it is preparing to invade 
Ukraine, but has amassed more than 
100,000 troops, according to Western intel
ligence, near the border with Ukraine and 
has been holding a series of land and sea 
military exercises, sparking concerns it 
may be preparing for a further incursion 
into the country after illegally annexing 
Crimea from Ukraine in 2014. U.S. 
Secretary of State Antony Blinken and 
NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg 
were expected to deliver remarks to the 
press on January 26. (RFE/RL, with report
ing by Reuters and TASS)

Kyiv embassy warns U.S. citizens

The U.S. Embassy in Kyiv has issued an 
alert urging Americans in Ukraine to con
sidering leaving the country given the 
“unpredictable” situation amid heightened 
tensions with Russia over its troop buildup 
near the border, surrounding Ukraine from 
the north, east and south. “The security sit
uation in Ukraine continues to be unpre
dictable due to the increased threat of 
Russian military action and can deteriorate 
with little notice,” the embassy said in a 
statement on January 26. “The U.S. 
Embassy urges U.S. citizens in Ukraine to 
consider departing now using commercial 
or other privately available transportation 
options,” it added. Russia has repeatedly 
denied it is preparing to invade its neigh

bor, but has amassed more than 100,000 
troops, according to Western intelligence, 
near the border with Ukraine and has been 
holding a series of land and sea military 
exercises, sparking concern it may be pre
paring for a further incursion into the 
country after illegally annexing Crimea 
from Ukraine in 2014. (RFE/RL)

Euro-Atlantic security to be ‘decided in Ukraine’

Amid a Russian military buildup, 
Ukrainian Foreign Affairs Minister Dmytro 
Kuleba has called on the United States and 
Europe to treat Ukraine as part of the West 
that will never again be dominated by 
Moscow. Russia’s buildup near Ukraine’s 
borders has spawned mounting concerns 
that an invasion may be imminent, prompt
ing a flurry of diplomacy against the back
drop of the drumbeats of war in Europe. If 
Russia were to attack Ukraine, the United 
States and its European allies have vowed 
crushing economic sanctions and other 
“severe consequences,” including bolster
ing NATO’s eastern flank. Although Russia 
denies it is planning an attack, Moscow has 
spouted belligerent rhetoric alongside 
demands for a laundry list of security guar
antees, including commitments that NATO 
never admit Ukraine and a significant 
retreat of the alliance from Eastern Europe. 
Despite Russian threats and sharp rhetoric, 
Ukraine’s Western partners “continue to 
help us because they understand that the 
future of EuroAtlantic security will be 
decided in Ukraine in these very months, 
this year,” Mr. Kuleba told RFE/RL’s 
Ukrainian Service in an interview pub
lished on January 22. Kyiv is not a NATO 
member and doesn’t benefit from the alli
ance’s mutual defense pact. But much to 
the ire of Moscow, it has received signifi
cant Western military support since Russia 
annexed Crimea and began backing sepa
ratists in eastern Ukraine in 2014. To help 
Ukraine fend off further Russian aggres
sion, the United States, Britain and NATO’s 
Baltic states have ramped up new military 
aid to Ukraine in recent days, including 
antitank and antiaircraft missiles. Several 
other NATO members may follow suit. 
Ukraine hopes to one day join NATO and 

(Continued on page 14)

 NEWS ANALYSIS

by Pavel K. Baev
Eurasia Daily Monitor

The guns have so far remained silent on 
the snowcovered RussianUkrainian bor
der, but there is certainly no peace there; a 
rather unusual war is in progress. It is unlike 
any other war waged by Russia under the 
lengthy rule of President Vladimir Putin, 
who began his first presidential term with a 
war in Chechnya that was officially defined 
as a counterterrorist operation. The pres
ent confrontation goes beyond Russia’s 
track record of “hybrid” attacks, like its 
interference in the 2016 presidential elec
tions in the United States, or its limited for
eign interventions, like the ongoing mission 
in Syria. The stakes are far higher than in all 
of Moscow’s previous experiments with 
power projection, as if Mr. Putin has con
cluded that the time has come to resolutely 
challenge his main adversaries – the U.S. and 
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO). This unprecedented challenge can 
perhaps be described as a “blackmailwar”; 
and while the key target of these military 
threats is Ukraine, Russia’s demands are 
addressed first and foremost to U.S. 
President Joseph Biden, whom the Kremlin 
sees as bedeviled by domestic troubles and 
frustrated with the need to manage crises in 
Europe that preclude him from being able to 
concentrate on the confrontation with China 
(Russiancouncil.ru, January 19).

Russian Foreign Affairs Minister Sergei 
Lavrov effectively confirmed to U.S. 

Secretary of State Antony Blinken in 
Geneva last on January 21 that Russia was 
rejecting all compromises. Indeed, Mr. 
Lavrov and his deputy, Sergei Ryabkov, are 
not conducting diplomacy to lay the ground 
work for some sort of agreement; they are 
executing a propaganda offensive (RBC, 
January 21; TASS, January 19). Russian dip
lomats are not given any mandate for deal
making and are quite probably completely 
unaware of the consequences of their delib
erately counterproductive efforts (Rosbalt, 
January 19). Their signals of reluctant read
iness for new meetings do not reflect any 
expectations that the European security 
architecture will be reconfigured to grant 
Russia a more prominent status than in the 
old consensusbased Organization for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE), which is often critical of Moscow’s 
disregard for international norms (Forbes.
ru, January 17). The main purpose of these 
undiplomatic demarches appears to be to 
demonstrate Western hostility to Russian 
“legitimate” concerns (Rossiyskaya Gazeta, 
January 21).

Mr. Lavrov and his lieutenants in the for
eign affairs ministry expand on threats 
from NATO infrastructure and missiles, but 
keep quiet about the highimpact weapon 
Russia has already deployed in support of 
its ultimatums – the constrained natural 
gas export to Europe (Nezavisimaya 
Gazeta, January 16). Endless arguments 

by Paul Goble
Eurasia Daily Monitor

As tensions between Russia and Ukraine 
continued to rise, Azerbaijani President 
Ilham Aliyev flew to Kyiv on January 14 to 
meet with his Ukrainian counterpart, 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy. After their talks, the 
two leaders called for expanded coopera
tion in all spheres, including economics, 
transportation and national security 
(President.gov.ua, Kp.ua, January 14). This 
Azerbaijani tilt to Ukraine at a time of crisis 
raised alarm bells in Moscow for a variety of 
reasons, but Russian concerns were some
what mollified when, immediately after vis
iting Kyiv, the Azerbaijani president tele
phoned Russian President Vladimir Putin to 
discuss Ukraine (Kremlin.ru, January 18; 
Osnmedia.ru, January 25). That call suggest
ed Baku clearly does not want to increase its 
own problems with Russia by going too far 
in supporting Ukrainian sovereignty.

Still, the fact that Mr. Aliyev went to Kyiv 
at this point, even though he and Mr. 
Zelenskyy met as recently as at the end of 
last year in Brussels, underscores how res
olutely Baku backs Kyiv on the issue of 
Ukrainian sovereignty over Crimea. Mr. 
Aliyev’s recent visit underscored that mili
tary and economic cooperation between 
Ukraine and Azerbaijan endure – Ukraine 
has long been a key weapons supplier to 
Azerbaijan and is also a major supplier of 
foodstuffs to that South Caucasus country, 
while Azerbaijan provides an important 
share of Ukraine’s energy needs. But the 
bilateral summit also signaled Azerbaijani 

unease about the projection of Russian 
power beyond its borders. For Baku, this is 
an issue not only in the South Caucasus, 
where the presence of Russian “peacekeep
ers” in Karabakh and along Armenian
Azerbaijani borders is an increasing irri
tant. Azerbaijan’s government has also 
expressed concerns about Russian actions 
in the Black Sea region and, most recently, 
in Central Asia. It is illustrative that 
Azerbaijan did not openly express support 
for the Moscowled deployment of CSTO 
troops in Kazakhstan earlier this month.

Moscow has long tolerated Baku’s posi
tion on Crimea, recognizing that Azerbaijan 
can hardly agree to border changes else
where when it is defending against any 
changes in its border with Armenia. And 
the Kremlin at least rationally understands 
– even if it does not welcome – the ongoing 
trade between Azerbaijan and Ukraine, 
with oil and natural gas going in one direc
tion, and food and weaponry going in the 
other. Instead, Russia is more worried 
about three other issues that generated 
much Russian media discussion in the 
wake of the meeting between Messrs. 
Aliyev and Zelenskyy.

First of all, Ukrainian journalists report
ed that the two presidents had spoken 
about not only bilateral trade but also the 
creation of a new transport corridor that 
would link the countries of the socalled 
GUAM group together and with Europe 
(TASS, January 14; Rifan.ru, January 19). 
That 20yearold grouping of nonRussian 

Putin’s blackmail-war in Ukraine 
continues under diplomatic cover

As tensions over Ukraine rise, Baku signals 
support for Kyiv, worrying Moscow
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Ukraine supporters rally outside Russian Embassy in Washington, condemn Moscow’s threats against Ukraine
by Zachary Dmyterko

WASHINGTON – Activists and support
ers of Ukraine held a rally outside the 
Russian Embassy on January 23 where 
they called on President Vladimir Putin to 
remove more than 127,000 Russian troops 
that are currently positioned within strik
ing distance of Ukraine’s border.

The activists here came with signs, ban
ners, loudspeakers and microphones, and 
they voiced their support for Kyiv amid fear 
of yet another Russian invasion of Ukraine. 
They also called on the Russian president 

to release his grip on the Crimean 
Peninsula, which Moscow illegally annexed 
in 2014, and remove Russian forces from 
the occupied Ukrainian territories of 
Luhansk and Donetsk.

The rally, organized by United Help 
Ukraine, a nonprofit organization, was 
held on a frigid gloomy day. The Russian 
Embassy, surrounded by a steel bar fence, 
towered above the protesters like a fortress 
overlooking a hill.

The protest, which began with a small 
group of people carrying Ukrainian flags 
and posters, was the third rally organized 

by United Help Ukraine. Members of the 
group previously met in front of the White 
House on January 8 and January 15 to sup
port Ukraine.

Marina Baydyuk, a community activist 
and organizer with the organization, said 
United Help Ukraine primarily works 
through Facebook to raise funds for chari
table aid projects in Ukraine.  The group 
raises funds to pay for food and medical 
supplies that are donated to Ukrainian war 
refugees. Ms. Baydyuk said the group has 
been able to build a robust, transparent 
and reliable network to get donations 
where they are needed most in Ukraine.

She said the rally was organized to show 

that the Ukrainian American community in 
Washington was united in their condemna
tion of Russia’s aggression toward Ukraine. 
She added that fears of a renewed invasion 
have fueled the possibility of another mas
sive humanitarian disaster in Ukraine.

 Ms. Baydyuk was asked if members of 
the organization felt ready to do more to 
support Ukraine if the situation there 
worsened.

“We will have to be,” she said.
Meanwhile, the rally around the Russian 

Embassy grew larger, as families with chil
dren carried signs and waved Ukrainian flags.

“The proclamation of the Act of 
Unification is an important page in the 
annals of statehood, and now, more than a 
century later, we understand that the unity 
of Ukraine is not only about history. It is 
about our present and future,” Mr. 
Zelenskyy said.

The Ukrainian president emphasized 
that the unity of the Ukrainian people is 
needed now to ensure Ukraine remains a 
sovereign, independent country.

“This is the basis of our success, the key 
to a strong, independent state and the res
toration of its territorial integrity. This is a 
fundamental value for us. Let us fulfill our 
duty to future generations – preserve the 
independence and unity of Ukraine,” Mr. 
Zelenskyy said.

A main tradition of Unity Day involves a 
human chain that connects people across 
the country.

On January 22, 1990, Ukrainians created 
a human chain from Kyiv to Lviv, the capi
tals, respectively, of the Ukrainian National 
Republic and the Western Ukrainian 
National Republic.

According to various estimates, between 
500,000 and 3 million Ukrainians took part 
in the event. At that time, Ukraine was still 
a part of the Soviet Union, and this act of 
unity helped pushed the country toward 
independence.

Another human chain of people 
stretched from Kyiv to Poland on November 
29, 2013, when former Ukrainian President 
Viktor Yanukovych was expected to sign an 
EUUkraine Association Agreement at a 
summit in Vilnius, Lithuania.  That unity 
chain of some 300,000 people took place 
after Mr. Yanukovych’s proRussian govern
ment announced he would not sign the 
agreement.

For this year’s commemoration of Unity 
Day, people from around Ukraine formed 
small symbolic chains. One small chain 

took place on a bridge across the Dnipro 
River in Kyiv. The event’s participants unit
ed the two banks of the river with a blue 
and yellow flag.

Two groups of people began the process 
of uniting the chain from opposite banks of 
the river. Drummers were positioned at the 
head of each column of people, adding a 
percussive rhythm to the celebration. The 
column from the left bank of the river rep
resented the Ukrainian National Republic, 
while the right represented the Western 
Ukrainian National Republic.

In Zaporizhia, where Mr. Zelenskyy also 
took part in Unity Day celebrations, more 
than 1,500 people held ribbons and con
nected the banks of the Dnipro River across 
a newlybuilt, cablestayed bridge.

“Unity Day is a truly significant event in 
the history of Ukrainian statehood. It pro
vides two important guidelines for all 
future generations. If the struggle contin
ues, the united and independent state will 
be fully restored sooner or later. If true 
unity is not achieved, independence will be 
lost,” said Mr. Zelenskyy in Zaporizhia 
before he joined the human chain.

Mr. Zelenskyy said it was important for 
Ukrainians to remember and honor the 
events of 1919. He noted that generations 
of Ukrainian freedom fighters have worked 
to ensure an independent Ukraine, and 
added that all Ukrainians must work to 
ensure the country’s unity and preserve its 
independence.

“Our views may be completely different, 
but they should never be more important 
than Ukraine, indivisible and independent. 
Yes, it is challenging. It is not easy to unite. 
Only a strong nation can be united. Only a 
united nation can create a strong country 
that lives, that builds hospitals, stadiums, 
planes, ships, landmarks,” Mr. Zelenskyy 
said.

Unity Day was even celebrated with a 
human chain in Antarctica, where Ukrainian 
polar explorers joined together at the 
Academician Volodymyr Vernadsky Station.

“On the day of the unification of Ukraine, 
polar explorers formed a chain of unity 
right in the snow tunnel around the 
Academician Vernadsky station. The partic
ipants of the Ukrainian expedition were 
joined by French researchers currently 

working at the station,” the National 
Antarctic Research Center wrote in a post 
on Facebook.

“In this way, our compatriots, who are 
now very far from home, wanted to join the 
traditional allUkrainian action of unity and 
virtually join hands with thousands of 
other Ukrainians,” the center wrote in its 
Facebook post. “After all, in Antarctica you 
are very aware of how unique, beautiful 
and diverse Ukraine is, and that all of us 
need to unite to preserve and protect it.”

Ukrainians in Argentina also gathered to 
celebrate Unity Day. Members of the 
Ukrainian community in Buenos Aires 
joked about uniting the planet’s eastern 
and western hemispheres. The event, 
which took place in front of the Taras 
Shevchenko memorial, sought to raise 
awareness among Argentinians about the 
threat of another Russian invasion of 
Ukraine.

“National unity is not only a basic value 
of citizens, but it is also a prerequisite for 
successful resistance to external aggres
sion,” the Embassy of Ukraine in Argentina 
wrote in a post on its Facebook page. “With 
Russia questioning Ukraine’s very exis
tence and threatening to destroy it, it is 
important to show that we are united.”

In his speech in Zaporizhia, Mr. 
Zelenskyy also addressed the Crimean peo
ple and Ukrainians living in the temporarily 
occupied territories of Donetsk and 
Luhansk.

“More than 100 years ago, the Act of 
Unification was proclaimed. The parts of 
united Ukraine, separated from each other 
for centuries, were reunited,” Mr. Zelenskyy 
said. “Unfortunately, Donbas and Crimea 
have been separated from Ukraine for eight 
years. But for us, this time is like a century. I 
know we will be together, and I’m not sure 
if it will take centuries, but it must happen 
as soon as possible.”

“In Donetsk and Crimea, we will proclaim 
a new act of unification and celebrate it 
every year. Some traditions should definite
ly emerge in the future,” Mr. Zelenskyy said.

(Continued from page 1)

Amid threat...

A group of Ukrainians dressed in clothing from the period of the unification of the 
Ukrainian National Republic and the Western Ukrainian National Republic gathered 

to celebrate Unity Day on a bridge across the Dnipro River on January 22 in Kyiv.

Serhii Nuzhnenko, RFE/RL

(Continued on page 10)

Protestors gathered outside of the Russian Embassy in Washington on January 23 to 
voice their support for Ukraine and condemn Moscow’s actions against the neighbor-

ing country.

Zachary Dmyterko

A Russian activist who gave only his first 
name (Dima) said he came to the rally to 

support Ukraine.

Marina Baydyuk, a community activist, 
helped organize the rally together with 
members of her organization, United 

Help Ukraine.
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Ukraine House opens exhibition of famed impressionist painter Mykola Krychevsky

by Zachary Dmyterko

WASHINGTON – Ukraine House opened 
a new exhibit of art by the Ukrainian 
impressionist painter Mykola Krychevsky 
on January 14. The event, sponsored by the 
Ukrainian Embassy in the United States, 
marked the start of a new series of exhibi
tions hosted by Ukraine House and dedicat
ed to Ukrainian artists who lived and 
worked outside of Ukraine. 

Ambassador of Ukraine to the United 
States Oksana Markarova led the opening 
ceremony for the event. She emphasized in 
her remarks that the exhibit was not only 
an important display of Ukrainian culture 
and art, but also a powerful and symbolic 
message for all Ukrainians living abroad.

In particular, the ambassador highlight
ed the contributions made by Ukrainian 
Americans in preserving Ukrainian art and 
culture.

“I would also like to express gratitude to 
all the Ukrainian Americans who are here, 
because like Mykola Krychevsky, you work 
every day to preserve Ukraine, even here. 
You are great Americans, but you also 
always remember who you are. You cherish 
and share and add a lot to American culture 
by sharing your Ukrainian talents with this 
great country,” Ms. Markarova said.

The exhibition itself featured an expan
sive collection of Krychevsky’s work, much 
of it from the personal collection of Oles 
Demko, who organized the event in coordi
nation with Ukraine House and the ambas
sador’s husband, Danylo Volynets. Mr. 
Demko is the founder of the Artfira gallery 
and auction house specializing in émigré 
Ukrainian artists. 

Amongst the watercolors on exhibit at 
Ukraine House is a special donation made 

by Mr. Demko, who said he believes the 
donation will help further the work of 
Ukraine House. The painting, a Krychevsky 
watercolor dated to 1948, is available for 
auction online through Ukraine House’s 
Facebook page. The proceeds from the auc
tion will go to fund future Ukraine House 
events. 

The various watercolors, which were 
displayed throughout the first two floors of 
the house, depicted pleasant street scenes 
from Paris and Venice, often incorporating 
water to give movement to the otherwise 
airy paintings.

One room of Ukraine House was solely 
dedicated to Krychevsky’s paintings of 
Venice, where the artist stayed at a hotel for 
long periods of time. Many paintings prom
inently featured the grand bridges of cities 
with occasional inclusion of a myriad of city 
goers in the background. The works on dis
play spanned from his early works in the 
1930s to the late 1950s, with later pieces 
taking on a subtle but noticeably more 
Ukrainian style. 

Krychevsky himself was born to a family 
of artists on November 24, 1898. Born in 
Kharkiv, Ukraine, he received his primary 
artistic training at his father’s studio at the 
Kyiv Art Institute.

In 1926 the artist moved to Prague 
where he studied at the School of Applied 
and Industrial Art. When he graduated in 
1929, Krychevsky moved to Paris where he 
integrated into the vibrant art community 
of the city. There he became a notable artis
tic representative of the Ecole De Paris.

In 1939, he went on to volunteer in the 
French army during World War II, serving 
near Marseille. He served as a cook, sur
vived the war and continued painting until 
his death in 1961.  

Krychevsky’s paintings came to be 
known as masterful works of postimpres
sionistic watercolors, though he worked in 
various other media as well. 

Many of the works on display at Ukraine 
House were notable in that the paintings 
had a mother and child pair, brightly set 
apart from the otherwise anonymous 
crowd. Rumor has it that this mother child 
pair represented the dream the artist had 
for a woman he had fallen in love with. 
Sadly, that woman had already married an 
older, stable man. Krychevsky believed, 
however, that his artistic talents would 
eventually win her over. They did not.

 Mr. Demko, the curator and owner of 
the pieces, emphasized that this story, 
while emotional and compelling for the art
ist who never married, was all speculation. 

The story of how the exhibition of 
Krychevsky’s art came about was itself 
quite unique.

Mr. Demko, an avid art collector, was vis
iting with Mr. Volynets. While together, Mr. 
Demko noticed a painting, now featured 
above the fireplace at the embassy. The 
inscription read V. Krychevsky, the father of 
Mykola Krychevsky. However, Mr. Demko’s 
discerning eye had caught that the signa
ture on the painting was incorrect, and in 
fact the signature belonged to none other 
than Mykola Krychevsky. This sparked a 
series of conversations, ideas and agree
ments that an exhibit must be held featur
ing the artist’s great works.

Mr. Demko discussing the thinking 
behind the exhibit.

“My object is to emphasize Ukrainian art
ists who left Ukraine to establish themselves 
as artists abroad in Paris, Munich or New 
York – the artists who came to the West to 
make it in the art world. And a lot of them 

did make it. That was the first goal to pres
ent these success stories,” Mr. Demko said.

He envisioned Krychevsky exhibit, the 
first to take place in Washington, D.C., in 
over 60 years, as an appeal not just to 
Ukrainian’s, but to all art lovers.

“All these works in my opinion have 
cross cultural appeal. They are completely 
attractive to any art enthusiasts, to those 
who enjoy art museums and to those who 
follow certain periods or themes. Any who 
love watercolor will find these works to be 
highly masterful,” Mr. Demko said when 
asked about how he expected the audience 
to view the exhibit. 

Mr. Demko wasn’t the only one to 
emphasize the role the art exhibit will play 
in reaching a wider audience. 

Marianna Falkova, director of Ukraine 
House, supported the exhibit as being in line 
with Ukraine House’s goals of showcasing 
Ukrainian culture to the American public. 

“Before we were specifically concentrat
ed on the Ukrainian diaspora,” Ms. Falkova 
said. “But now we see more and more 
Americans are coming to our exhibitions, to 
our Ukraine House, to see what it’s like to 
be in Ukraine. Because it’s a very small part 
of Ukraine here in D.C. We want the 
Diaspora, we want Americans with connec
tions to Ukraine. We want to bring in those 
who just have curiosity about Ukraine.” 

With the everlooming threat of an all
out Russian offensive against Ukraine, Ms. 
Markarova reinforced the idea to guests 
that in such bleak times art and culture 
must not be forgotten. Instead, such culture 
must be shared with the American people.  

“We have to focus still not only on this 
fight,” Ms. Markarova said, “but focus on 

A watercolor painted by Mykola Krychevsky was hung in Ukraine House in 
Washington.

A watercolor painted by Mykola Krychevsky as seen in Ukraine House in Washington 
on January 14.

Press Attache, Embassy of Ukraine in the U.S.A.

The Ambassador of Ukraine to the United States Oksana Markarova 
(left) and Oles Demko (right) helped open an exhibit of Mykola 

Krychevsky’s art at Ukraine House on January 14.
A work of art by Mykola Krychevsky was donated and auctioned during the opening of an exhibit 

dedicated to the artist’s work.

(Continued on page 7)
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Manor College expresses ‘serious’ concern over Russian aggression against Ukraine

Ukrainian Catholic Bishops in U.S. issue appeal regarding situation in Ukraine

Manor College released the following 
statement on January 20.

Manor College was formed in the 
Ukrainian tradition of community, hospitali
ty and a global vision of humanity set forth 
by the Sisters of St. Basil the Great. The 
mounting Russian forces on Ukraine’s bor
der have the community throughout Manor 
College very concerned for the safety and 
wellbeing of families and individuals in 
Ukraine as well as the people of all of 
Eastern Europe. We understand sanctions 
are being considered to dissuade Russia’s 
leadership from what appears to be an 
imminent, largescale invasion of Ukraine. 
Although we see the wisdom in responsive 
transactional diplomacy, it is imperative 
that the United States stand firm in commu
nicating and enforcing its resolve to protect 

the sovereignty and integrity of Ukraine.
The entire leadership team of Manor 

College joins more than 60,000 Ukrainian 
American neighbors in the greater 
Philadelphia region and more than one mil
lion Americans who identify as Ukrainian 
to voice our serious concerns. In unity, we 
offer our support and services toward 
bringing resolution and peace to the region 
in a framework that ensures the freedom 
and selfdetermination of all people.

This is a time of year when we celebrate 
peace on earth and good will toward all, 
and we pray this sentiment is present to 
create longlasting accords. Manor College 
has always been supportive of Ukraine’s 
sovereignty, independence and territorial 
integrity.  Such is guaranteed under inter
national law. We encourage you and all our 
elected officials to promote the commit

ment to worldwide harmony that is essen
tial to restore order, protect innocent lives 
and stand with truth against aggression.

The Sisters of St. Basil the Great is one of 
the most historic orders of nuns who 
remain active today, and Manor College is 
one of the most prominent epicenters in 
Ukrainian American culture, particularly in 
light of the fact that Manor is the only 
accredited postsecondary institution 
founded by Ukrainians in America, and 
serving all peoples. With world leaders 
both visiting the campus and taking part in 
our Ukraine Dialogue Speakers Series, 
Manor is uniquely positioned to host con
sensusbuilding conferences and peace 
talks here on our Philadelphia regional 
campus. Among these dignitaries has been 
Four Star General Wesley Clark (Ret.), U.S. 
Congressman Joe Hoeffel (Ret.), Ukrainian 

Ambassador to the United States Oksana 
Markarova, Natalie Jaresko, as well as U.S. 
Reps. Marcy Kaptur and Brian Fitzpatrick, 
and the first ambassador of the U.S to 
Ukraine Roman Popadiuk (to name only a 
few). We invite and recommend conferenc
es as early as January 2022.

Please let us know how we can be of ser
vice as you dedicate time to guard a free, 
democratic Ukrainian nation and American 
ally. We know you understand that interna
tional affairs globally depend on a resolu
tion against aggression toward Ukraine. We 
stand with you in promoting peace through 
deterrence.

Sincerely,
Jonathan Peri

President, Manor College
On behalf of the Manor College Board of 

Trustees and Volunteer Leadership

The following statement was released by 
the Metropolitan Archeparchy of Phila
delphia of the Ukrainian Catholic Church on 
January 22. 

“Pray for peace and justice  
for Ukraine. Be informed.  

Support the suffering.”

“Herod is going to search for the child to 
destroy him” (Mt 2,13)

In our Eastern Christian Christmas tradi
tions, we rejoice and celebrate that “God is 
with us,” singing the praises of the Prince of 
Peace in hymns and carols. Yet as we reread 
the Nativity account, we encounter the 
homelessness of the Mother of God, the 
anguish of Joseph and the refugee status of 
the newborn Jesus. Herod appears, a homi
cidal tyrant craving hegemony, who massa
cres innocent children in Bethlehem in 
order to kill the Messiah – a vivid image of 
the lust for power. Herod’s determination 
to dominate was so overpowering that he 

even murdered three of his own sons. The 
Holy Infant bringing salvation to all was a 
menace to a tyrant pathetically clinging to 
his selfimportance.

During the Christmas season, some 
100,000 Russian troops have been posi
tioned on three sides of Ukraine: a nascent 
democracy, a country on a pilgrimage to 
freedom and dignity from the fear of a 
totalitarian past in which 15 million people 
were killed on Ukrainian territory.

Today, the world watches and wonders: 
Are religious liberty, a free press, a robust 
public debate and accountable government 
in a sovereign state to be punished through 
the escalation of an invasion that began in 
2014? Is the Ukrainian people’s exercise of 
their Godgiven dignity a threat to a mod
ern Herod’s thirst for power and hegemo
ny?

This is a question of life and death, as 
nostalgia for an empire lost has led to 
senseless slaughter and immense suffering 
throughout Ukraine.

Godgiven human dignity and freedom 
threaten rulers who seek to dominate oth
ers, build empires, enslave and colonize. 
Those with the audacity to resist, who dare 
to move from the fear of totalitarianism to 
freedom and dignity, are mercilessly pun
ished.

“A voice was heard in Ramah, sobbing 
and loud lamentation; Rachel weeping for 
her children, and she would not be con
soled, since they were no more.” (Mt 2,18) 
After eight years of war initiated by Russia, 
Ukraine has lost a substantial part of its ter
ritory. About 14,000 people, including chil
dren, have been killed, 1.5 million have 
been internally displaced, several hundred 
thousand agonize near the frontline, and 
millions suffer from posttraumatic stress. 
There are 400,000 traumatized Ukrainian 
veterans of the Russian war and thousands 
who have lost their lovedones.

How long will this continue? How many 
more shattered families, destitute widows 
and orphans, grieving parents and grand

parents? How many more destroyed 
churches, mosques, and synagogues, 
schools and hospitals, roads and bridges, 
homes and apartment buildings, factories 
and airports? How many more homeless, 
jobless, and impoverished millions forced 
to flee their country? How much more 
mindless, devastating pillaging by foreign
controlled organized crime? How many 
more devious, paralyzing international 
cyberattacks? How much more torment of 
freedom loving citizens and torture of pris
oners seized by terrorists? When will this 
stop?!

Since February 2014, when more than 
100 peaceful protestors were killed in cold 
blood in the heart of Kyiv, Ukraine’s capital, 
to quash demands for dignity, Ukrainian 
society has lived under a cloud of mourning 
and grief. Every city and town, and hun
dreds of villages, have fresh graves – sons 
and sisters, husbands and daughters, 

 FOR THE RECORD

about certifying and launching the Nord 
Stream 2 pipeline camouflage the real 
problem – the vulnerability of many 
European states, first of all Germany, to 
Russia’s threats of cutting off the supply 
(Kommersant, January 18). While the 
Kremlin has accumulated solid financial 
reserves to fortify the Russian economy 
against possible supersanctions, Europe is 
already struggling with volatility in its 
energy markets. Gazprom continues to 
carefully deliver on only the minimal level 
of its contractual commitment, which has 
left gas storages in Germany nearly empty 
in the middle of winter (GasandMoney, 
January 19). Russian markets still experi
ence jitters after each political show of 
resolve, but Mr. Putin’s courtiers radiate 
confidence that Russia will demonstrate 
greater economic resilience to all possible 
sanctions compared with European sensi
tivity to further energy price jumps 
(Izvestia, January 21).

The gradual gas squeeze is accompanied 
by notable restraint in cyber “special oper
ations,” except for the sudden but singular 
cyberattack on Ukrainian government web
sites earlier this month (Grani.ru, January 

14). Moscow is even showing readiness to 
cooperate in punishing ransomware crimi
nal activity, and several hackers involved in 
the REvil gang have been detained at 
Washington’s request (RBC, January 16). 
This moderation stands in contrast with 
the vicious Russian propaganda campaign, 
which portrays NATO as a “cancer” and 
accuses the West of spreading “toxic lies” 
(Argumenty i Fakty, January 18; RIA 
Novosti, January 22; see Eurasia Daily 
Monitor, January 21). Seeking to under
mine Transatlantic unity, Moscow asserts 
that only direct talks with the U.S. can yield 
results because the European states have 
no influence on managing the Ukraine cri
sis and merely follow the course set in 
Washington (Izvestia, January 21). At the 
same time, the Russian media eagerly 
amplifies opinions regarding Germany’s 
reluctance to allow exports of armaments 
to Ukraine (Russiancouncil.ru, January 22). 
Every hint regarding possible disagree
ments among allies in Mr. Biden’s state
ments and every reference to the need for 
setting a European channel of dialogue 
with Russia in French President Emmanuel 
Macron’s discourse is presented as evi
dence of discord inside NATO (Svoboda.org, 
January 18).

The main addressee of these messages 
may be Mr. Putin himself, who wants to 

believe in Western disunity and, by sustain
ing military pressure on Ukraine, aims to 
aggravate the reluctance of many European 
countries to face extra burdens or risks 
(The Insider, January 18). Constant troop 
movements and exercises produce a daily 
flow of news that alarm the Europeans 
about the inevitability of war, while ordi
nary Russians remain largely unaware of 
this buildup and so tend to see the situation 
as just another quarrel (Riddle, January 
18). Russian experts refrain from speculat
ing about the “militarytechnical measures” 
promised by Mr. Putin a month ago 
(Kremlin.ru, December 21). The redeploy
ment of heavy military hardware from 
Siberia closer to the Western theater adds 
to the capacity of the assembled grouping 
of forces to conduct a deep offensive opera
tion (see EDM, January 20), but it seeming
ly falls shy of meeting Mr. Putin’s ominous 
promise (Novaya Gazeta, January 20). 
Nuclear saber rattling has so far been most
ly kept in reserve, but the Kremlin leader 
may sooner or later resort to some tangible 
reminders about Russia’s superior might, 
for instance by ordering a test of a nuclear
capable weapons system.

The need to climb up another step on 
the proverbial escalation ladder is accentu
ated by Mr. Putin’s blackmailwar, which 
has so far been manifestly unsuccessful. 

With every passing week, NATO’s outward 
resolve grows to firmly and collectively 
counter every possible Russian move into 
Ukrainian territory; several allies have been 
delivering planeloads of military aid to 
Ukraine, defying Moscow’s demand to cur
tail such ties. A new round of strategic arms 
control talks could be opened with 
Washington, but this would hardly suffice 
for the Kremlin to save face after having 
pompously declared that its maximalist 
demands are nonnegotiable. Mr. Putin can
not pin the blame on the diplomats, who 
followed his orders to the letter, or on the 
top brass, who refrained from warmonger
ing but ensured the combat readiness of 
the battalions deployed in inclement winter 
conditions. The responsibility for delivering 
Russia into a nowin position is his alone. 
And while starting a fullblown and high
risk war is surely against his better judge
ment (clouded by delusions and fears as it 
may be), a humiliating backpedaling is a 
nonoption. What the beleaguered autocrat 
needs is a lucky break in the standoff – or 
perhaps some kind of nuclear surprise to 
turn the tables on the U.S. and NATO.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)

Putin’s blackmail...

(Continued on page 17)
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U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken said last week that the world was standing 
behind Ukraine because its allies understand that the potential conflict between 
Ukraine and Russia is “bigger than a conflict between two countries. It’s bigger than 
Russia and NATO. It’s a crisis with global consequences, and it requires global atten
tion and action.”

Indeed, it requires action.
As the situation in and around Ukraine continues to escalate and as the threat of 

another Russian invasion grows by the day, many individuals in the Ukrainian 
American community have asked what they can do to help. Many have expressed a 
sense of powerlessness, saying they feel helpless as individuals to do anything 
meaningful to help Ukraine.

There is, however, something each of us can and should do, and it would take less 
than five minutes of your time. We urge each of our readers to call your 
Congressional representatives and urge them to support Ukraine as it continues to 
face the potential of yet another Russian invasion.

Some of our readers may not believe a phone call will make a difference. So, we 
contacted several individuals who have spent their careers working in various capac
ities for members of the U.S. Congress. In short, we have been assured even a dozen 
phone calls will grab the attention of a member of Congress.  In some instances, we 
were told, even a single phone call or two can demonstrate a community’s concern.

But this is no longer an issue of whether individuals in our Ukrainian American 
community will act. We must now act to counter calls that have begun to come in to 
members of Congress in support of Russia.

On January 24, U.S. Rep. Tom Malinowski issued the following statement via 
Twitter: “My office is now getting calls from folks who say they watch Tucker 
Carlson and are upset that we’re not siding with Russia in its threats to invade 
Ukraine, and who want me to support Russia’s ‘reasonable’ positions.”

This issue must not be about partisan politics. In a separate tweet issued the follow
ing day, Mr. Malinowski, who was born in Poland and is a staunch ally of Ukraine’s, dis
cussed the need to remain united around the common cause of democracy and peace.

“We are supporting Ukraine because it is a democracy, because a war there would 
cause terrible loss of life, and because ever since WWII it has been America’s policy 
to prevent dictators from changing borders with tanks. We need unity and strength 
around that principle today.”

We urge each of our readers to call their U.S. representatives. Tell them you are 
their constituent, and urge them to support Ukraine in its fight to remain a free, 
independent, democratic and peaceloving nation. Finally, urge them to support any 
and all legislation that deters Russian aggression against Ukraine.

Readers can find their representatives and their phone numbers by visiting the 
following website: https://whoismyrepresentative.com. Enter your zip code and 
click the submit button. The website will provide the names of your U.S. Senators 
and Representatives. Click the link for each individual and the website will provide a 
phone number, mailing address and a direct link to your representative’s website.

The Ukrainian Weekly

Fifteen years ago, on February 1, 2007, U.S. astronaut 
Heidemarie StefanyshynPiper concluded her first visit to 
Ukraine, and received a hero’s welcome.  On her final day in 
Ukraine, she was presented the Order of Princess Olha state 
award by then Ukrainian President Viktor Yushchenko.

“Ukraine will always be happy to meet you and your family on 
its land,” Mr. Yushchenko told Ms. StefanyshynPiper at the Presidential Secretariat.

Ms. StefanyshynPiper’s fiveday visit to Ukraine began on January 28, 2007, and she 
was greeted and welcomed by U.S. Ambassador William Taylor and Ukrainian astronaut 
Leonid Kadenyuk. Prior to arriving in Ukraine, she attended the World Economic Forum in 
Davos, Switzerland, where she met with Ukrainian political leaders and journalists who 
were attending an annual Ukraine luncheon, sponsored by Victor Pinchuk. The Victor 
Pinchuk Fund provided Ms. StefanyshynPiper with transportation in Ukraine, including a 
charter flight to Kyiv.

In speaking with reporters in Ukraine, Ms. StefanyshynPiper revealed that on her 
space mission, she brought with her a Ukrainian flag and a Plast emblem (leliyka). She 
explained that her NASA training schedule, family and professional obligations, had pre
vented her from visiting Ukraine.

Her visit in Ukraine included a stop in Lviv to meet with family members and a visit to 
her father’s village of Yakimiv. Her father Mykhailo left behind two brothers and two sisters 
in Ukraine, and the family has expanded to include 15 Ukrainian first cousins. She visited St. 
John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Church in the village, where her father was baptized.

She returned to Kyiv to participate in the roundtable discussion, “The Economic Future 
of Space Exploration of Ukraine and the World.” Ukraine, at the time, was conducting 29 
experiments for the international space station, developing launch vehicle technology, 
optic systems and construction of landing devices. While on her shuttle mission in space, 
Ms. StefanyshynPiper took photos of Kyiv, Ukraine and the Black Sea.

She encouraged Ukraine to decide what it will do with its space program.
“I am not the one to say what Ukraine’s participation will be in space exploration – that 

is something I am going to leave to you,” she said.
She then attended the Victor Pinchuk Fund’s Zavtra.ua scholarship award ceremony at 

the Antonov Aviation Complex. The scholarships were part of the first national private 
scholarship fund in Ukraine, and the competition was open to university students.

Ukraine continues to expand its space technology sector, this year having launched its 
latest satellite, Sich230, aboard the American SpaceX Transporter3 mission on January 
13 from Cape Canaveral Space Force Station in Florida. 

Source: “American astronaut StefanyshynPiper receives a hero’s welcome in Ukraine,” 
by Zenon Zawada, The Ukrainian Weekly, February 4, 2007.

Feb.
1

2007

Turning the pages back...

Urgent call to support Ukraine

Dear Editor:

Newspapers have recently discussed that 
Russia is planning a coup d’état in Ukraine. 
Most people don’t know that the Budapest 
Memorandum on Security Assurances was 
signed in 1994 after Russia stopped ship
ping processed uranium to Ukraine. That 
industry had a sixmonth supply of nuclear 
fuel left. Ukraine traded off nuclear arms 
security for nuclear fuel security, which it 
got from the United States. So, this was a 
backtothewall move to save the country, 
and not a sellout, as most people think.

Now, with a possible Russianinstigated 
coup d’état in Ukraine, the door is open for 
Russia to blackmail Ukraine with a similar 
energy ploy. Russia cuts off gas to Ukraine 
in the dead of winter, or attacks its energy 
infrastructure, physically or by a cyberat
tack. The current government of Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy falls in the 
resulting chaos and a coup d’état via a pro
Russian replacement government waits in 

Dear Editor:

I support Ksenia Olesnycka Kuzmycz’s 
view (“Communion, compassion and a sin
gle spoon,” The Ukrainian Weekly, January 
23) regarding the use of a single spoon for 
Holy Communion. Science clearly shows 
the potential hazards of this practice. If 
there is any possible “silver lining” to come 
from the COVID19 pandemic, I hope that 
it would be adoption of interim practices 
emphasizing the health and safety of the 
faithful. These practices should become 
permanent. Providing Communion as a 
small piece of bread, administered with 
care and reverence by the priest, allows 
the recipient to accept Our Lord in a safe 
manner.

Maria Rudensky Silver
HastingsonHudson, N.Y.

Dear Editor:

Amid all the media coverage of Russia’s 
military escalation against Ukraine, it is 
encouraging that reports by seasoned cor
respondents such as Clarissa Ward (CNN), 
Richard Engel (NBC News) and Eleanor 
Beardsley (NPR) are being aired now from 
Kyiv, not Moscow.

Moreover, current coverage tends to be 
incisive, unlike in 2014 when Russia last 
invaded Ukraine. Then, as Nina Jankowicz 
and Ross Burley observed in their article 
in The Washington Post (January 22), 
“some Western journalists, not yet savvy 
to the Kremlin’s tactics, covered ‘both 
sides’ of the story, giving credence to 
Kremlin narratives.”

The West has gotten savvier about 
Russian disinformation, the authors wrote, 
although they worry about growing anti
NATO sentiment in Russia and Moscow
cultivated fears of NATO enlargement in 
the international press.

Walter R. Iwaskiw
Arlington, Va.

the wings. The Ukrainian government then 
invites Russian troops into Ukraine to 
“save the day.”

Why is Mr. Putin so desperate to invade 
Ukraine now? Russia has about 10 years of 
oil and gas exports left before the well runs 
dry, as stated by the Russian Ministry of the 
Environment. Sanctions prevent new drill
ing for hardtoreach resources in Siberia. 
Since 75 percent of the budget comes from 
energy exports, the Russian Federation 
could collapse in a decade. This is Mr. 
Putin’s “Hail Mary” pass to occupy the 
resourcerich nation of Ukraine! It has geo
political implications for Ukraine, the EU 
and the entire world.

Walter Derzko
Toronto

Russia’s plan  
for Ukraine

Administering Communion 
in a safe manner

Encouraging press  
coverage of Ukraine

 LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

GUIDELINES FOR LETTERS 
TO THE EDITOR

The Ukrainian Weekly welcomes letters 
to the editor that react to articles published 
on its pages. Opinions expressed by letter 
writers are their own and do not neces-
sarily reflect the opinions of either The 
Weekly editorial staff or its publisher, the 
Ukrainian National Association. 

Letters must be signed (anonymous let-
ters are not published) and the city from 
which they are sent will be published under 
the author’s name. However, the daytime 
phone number, e-mail address and com-
plete mailing address of the letter-writer 
must be given for verification purposes. 

THE LENGTH OF LETTERS CAN-
NOT ExCEED 250 WORDS. Letters may 
be edited or abridged. The Weekly reserves 
the right to edit for clarity, civility and 
accuracy. 

Letters should be sent to staff@
ukrweekly.com or to The Ukrainian 
Weekly, 2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, 
Parsippany, NJ 07054.

Dear Editor:

Thank you so very much for outstand
ing coverage of the grim UkraineRussia 
situation in your January 23 issue – you’ve 
done a yeoman’s job!

A related issue that warrants attention 
was mentioned within the last month or so 
on CSpan by U.S. Rep. Michael McCaul 
(RTexas) who talked about Russia’s want
ing to gain full control of Ukrainian Black 
Sea ports in order to prevent delivery of 
U.S. liquid natural gas to Ukraine and 
therefore to Europe. Per Reuters, the U.S. is 
now the biggest exporter of liquid natural 
gas. I would conjecture that Russian 
President Vladimir Putin is considering 
striking now to prevent competition from 
U.S. gas in an effort to ensure Russian oil 
and gas sales in Europe are not impacted.

An aspect of the situation that has 
received little coverage is the fate of 
Ukraine’s Black Sea Fleet, which Russia 
dismantled almost totally, including taking 
over all personnel who serviced the fleet, 
and almost fully destroying Ukraine’s abili
ty to defend itself on both the Black and 
Azov seas. I discovered an excellent piece 
online that discusses this at length and 
want to call it to your attention: https://
www.defensenews.com/naval/2021/08/ 
09/after2014decimationukrainian
navyrebuildstofendoffrussia/.

Thank you for all of your hard work!

Luba Cehelska
Cleveland

Thank you for your 
outstanding coverage
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by Irene Jarosewich

The West needs a clearly defined, public
ly articulated strategy to combat Russia’s 
multifaceted war against Ukraine. 
Speaking only about a response to another 
military invasion leaves open the door for 
Russian President Vladimir Putin to use 
other tactics.

Friends and family across Ukraine, from 
the Carpathians foothills to the chornozem 
(black earth) plains of Poltava, have been 
saying this to me since early December: for 
now, the military buildup is a Trojan horse. 
Russia does a large buildup, attracts the 
attention of the West, the West comes up 
with a reaction to the buildup and every
body focuses on the escalation of a military 
invasion; in the meanwhile another stealth 
attack is already underway. Mr. Putin very 
well may escalate and decide on a military 
invasion; however, he has begun to use 
another timehonored war strategy – 
demoralization.

In our times, the somewhat oldfash
ioned term demoralization has been 
expanded and modernized to the term 
hybrid warfare, a slicker model of the same 
strategy. Also known as psychops, demor
alization – a wearing down of the enemy 
through nonmilitary means – has been 
used both as an offensive and defensive 
strategy. As an offensive strategy, the goal is 
to wear down a population so that an actu
al military invasion becomes easier and is 
met with less resistance. As world leaders 
fly in and out of Moscow and European 
capitals, Mr. Putin has escalated his less 
obvious offensive campaign.

On January 25, UA.News reported that, 
since the beginning of 2022, 339 hoax 
threats of school bombings have been 
reported. Each threat required a full evacu
ation of the school, disrupting the day, scar
ing schoolchildren, parents, teachers and 
the surrounding community. This sequence 
of evacuation, combined with fear, followed 
by an effort to stabilize the situation, must 
be repeated each time in case one day the 
bomb threat is for real. The cruelty lies in 
the targeting of the most vulnerable – 
young schoolchildren – creating immediate 
stress and lifelong scars, and the entire 
process is physically and mentally exhaust
ing. Hybrid warfare tactic 101: target that 
which your enemy loves most.

On January 14, a cyber attack traced 

back to Russian military sources and origi
nating in Belarus defaced more than 70 
government websites in Ukraine; a day 
later, Microsoft reported detecting a virus 
targeting Ukraine’s business community 
that would have wiped out data from thou
sands of servers, crippling commerce. 
Besides cyber infrastructure, it is impossi
ble to protect all physical infrastructure 
that is vulnerable to untraceable accidents 
– release of poison gas in a subway tunnel, 
a bomb in an underground shopping mall, 
toxins in the water supply. Hybrid warfare 
tactic 102: target that which your enemy 
needs most.

Examples of Russian disinformation 
against Ukraine, especially the government 
of Ukraine, are too numerous to count, and 
while Russia has always planted moles 
among Ukraine’s leadership class, British 
intelligence revealed a more organized plot 
to possibly replace the president of 
Ukraine. True? Untrue? Hybrid warfare tac
tic 103: start rumors, spread lies, confuse 
your enemy, breed mistrust, create panic.

With a few exceptions, it seems that 
only journalists in Ukraine and a few in 
the West are consistently identifying, 
tracking and publicizing the advance of 
such hybrid warfare attacks. Gone 
unchecked, they will increase. Identifying 
and tracking these efforts is a heavy lift for 
journalists alone. The demoralization pro
cess needs to be systematically tracked – 
and publicly exposed – by professionals, 
and defense and intelligence analysts who 
understand that demoralization is an ele
ment of war. 

Keeping the people of Ukraine calm is in 
the best interest of Ukraine and the West. 
Words by the president of Ukraine to keep 
calm are not enough. In order to keep calm, 
the population needs accurate information. 
The West must commit resources to expose 
Mr. Putin’s demoralization strategy, clearly 
and openly track and identify all such 
minor incursions, treat them as equally 
important to military acts of war, and 
develop an equally appropriate response. 
Just because it does not go boom does not 
mean that it does not destroy.

Irene Jarosewich, former editorinchief 
of Svoboda (20002007), worked in Ukraine 
during the 1990s. She is the chair of the 
Publications Committee of the Ukrainian 
National Association.

Just because it does not go boom…
 COMMENTARY

Opinions expressed by columnists, commentators and letter-writers are their 
own and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of either The Ukrainian Weekly  
editorial staff or its publisher, the Ukrainian National Association.

Similarly, paid advertisements do not reflect the opinions of either The Weekly 
or its publisher.

OpiniOns

by Lubomyr Luciuk

I have been getting a lot of questions 
about Ukraine of late, for obvious reasons. I 
haven’t been giving out too many answers 
because, frankly, I have no idea of what 
Russian President Vladimir Putin intends 
to do this week, next month or next year. 
Nor do the other pundits I have read.

Of course, I agree with those who cau
tion against appeasing this Russian bully, 
as every kid learns, sometimes the hard 
way, caving in to a ruffian never works. 
Many years ago, when I had to deal with 
just such a tormentor, I did so by finding 
allies among my schoolmates. They 
weren’t necessarily friends, but they 
helped keep me safe because we crafted a 
kind of defensive alliance: “one for all, and 
all for one.” The thug didn’t dare take on 
the group. Collectively, we could always 
outthink him and, yes, even outpunch 
him, if it came to that. A peace of sorts 
descended upon our playground.

Some promote the prescription that 
Russia has a “sphere of influence” over 
Ukraine, just because Ukraine was once 
held captive within the Soviet imperium. 
This is a rather tired excuse for settler
colonialism, a quite unacceptable formula 
for how international affairs should be 
managed in the 21st century. In the three 
decades since the Soviet empire exfoliated, 
in 1991, a postSoviet generation has 
grown up. I’ve met many of these young 
people in Ukraine. I’ve even encountered a 
few in Kingston, Ontario, where, for many 
years, Ukrainian officers annually partici
pated in advanced military training.

The last two students who came here, 
just before the pandemic disrupted the 
program, were both born after 1991, veter
ans of combat against the Russian invaders 
in eastern Ukraine. Neither man wanted 
his country to have anything to do with the 
antidemocratic regime of Mr. Putin and his 
KGB confederates, whom they correctly 
described as being hostile to the very idea 
of a free Ukraine. These warriors are now 
on the front lines. I know they will fight 
hard, not just because they know how to, 
but, more importantly, because they know 
why.

As for those who claim NATO went 
“marching” eastward, “incorporating” for
mer Soviet republics and the Warsaw Pact 
states, posing some kind of existential 
threat to Russia, well, the fact is that 
Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland and all of 
those other countries willingly reoriented 

themselves toward Europe and joined 
NATO, as fast as they could, doing whatever 
necessary to get away from Moscow. They 
saved themselves.

So, what is Mr. Putin’s real purpose, 
whether his troops stage a limited incur
sion or launch a fullscale attack? Some 
have suggested it’s to get Ukraine to accept 
neutrality, like Austria or Finland were 
forced into after the World War II. That’s 
not it. What Mr. Putin really craves is a neu
tered Ukraine. Sadly, I think he may suc
ceed, not through the force of Russian 
arms, but because of what the West will 
not do. The reality is that, despite lots of 
blather, stretching over many decades, and 
still being mouthed, Ukraine wasn’t wel
comed into NATO. All the assurances Kyiv 
was given about how Ukraine’s territorial 
integrity and political independence would 
be respected (e.g. the 1994 Budapest 
Memorandum) – in return for which they 
gave up their nuclear arsenal – were noth
ing but a great fib. A generation of 
Ukrainians were duped.

They should have known better. On 
November 15, 1991, I wrote an oped for 
The Globe and Mail titled, “Moderation and 
neutrality – but hang on to the nuclear 
arms,” cautioning Kyiv against trusting oth
ers with Ukraine’s national security. For 
that I was admonished as a roguish provo
cateur – surely the “free world” would not 
break solemn promises? I take no pleasure 
in writing “I told you so,” but I must. Today, 
when Ukraine needs reliable allies, none 
are to be found. Ukraine stands alone, 
betrayed.

In 2014, Russian soldiers occupied 
Crimea, illegally annexed by the Russian 
Federation soon thereafter. Russia has 
waged war against Ukraine ever since. 
Meanwhile, the West has not helped much, 
its muchtouted economic sanctions incom
plete and largely ineffectual. No matter 
what Russia does next, it’s obvious the West 
has been cowed. And Mr. Putin knows it. So, 
today’s Ukrainians have to swallow the bit
ter truth that their dreams of Ukraine 
returning to its rightful place in Europe 
have been prostituted by the West. Or to 
put it another way, Mr. Putin has already 
won this war, without having to despoil 
even another meter of Ukrainian land.

Where the world goes after this is some
thing we should all fear.

Lubomyr Luciuk is a professor of political 
geography at the Royal Military College of 
Canada.

Putin has already won this war
We should fear where the world goes next

The phrase “Ukraine above all” was graffitied in Ukrainian on a wall of a bus stop in 
the Donbas region of Ukraine in a photo taken in 2017.

Lubomyr Luciuk

who we are as Ukrainians. That is why we 
are continuing with our cultural exhibi
tions, sharing our culture not only with 
Ukrainians and Ukrainian Americans, but 
also with regular Americans – for them to 
understand what it is that adds to the 
world, what is it that can be lost if some
thing bad happens, and we work together 
to prevent that from happening. And I am 
positive if we all are strong, we can prevent 
that from happening.”

Ms. Falkova grew excited when talking 

about the exhibit during an interview with 
The Ukrainian Weekly.

 “Finally, we have something cheerful, 
something joyful. This exhibition is really a 
breath of fresh air. We need more joyful 
events. We need something to live for. 
That’s why I like this exhibition and I want 
the American community to see that it’s 
not just about borscht. It’s much more,” Ms. 
Falkova said. 

The exhibition is open to the public and 
there is no cost for admission. The artwork 
will be on display for three weeks, until 
early February, and can be seen only by 
appointment with Ukraine House because 
of the ongoing COVID19 pandemic.

(Continued from page 4)

Ukraine House...



No. 5THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, JANUARY 30, 20228



9THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, JANUARY 30, 2022No. 5

news reports based on “rumors and fake 
news,” dispatches that don’t take into con
sideration “the entire perspective” and 
instead “invoke anxiety.”

His previous national address was deliv
ered via video and livestreamed on January 
19.

The Ukrainian Weekly has not witnessed 
panic buying in Kyiv over the week. 
Meanwhile Andy Hunder, the president of 
the American Chamber of Commerce in 
Ukraine, has told media outlets that “it’s 
business as usual” for foreign companies 
doing business in the country while adding 
they also “have contingency plans.”

However, at least five embassies have 
said they are reducing staff, including the 
United States.

As recently as January 26, the U.S. 
Embassy in Ukraine urged its citizens in the 
country to leave because “the security situ
ation in Ukraine continues to be unpredict
able due to the increased threat of Russian 
military action and can deteriorate with lit
tle notice.”

Every other Ukrainian believes that 
Russia plans to further invade the country, 
a nationwide survey found. According to 
that survey, which was conducted on 
January 2021 by the Kyiv International 
Institute of Sociology, 48 percent of the 
respondents said they believe “an invasion” 
is imminent, while 39 percent said another 
incursion won’t take place.

Fears of another invasion stem from 
Russia massing 127,000 troops and offen
sive weaponry along Ukraine’s state bor
ders with an unknown amount flowing in 
from other regions for 10day joint military 
drills in Belarus. Their numbers could dou
ble in short notice, according to U.S. and 
Ukrainian military assessments.

In an unprecedented diplomatic move, 
Russia in December published two draft 
treaties that outlined its demands for 
Ukraine to halt all cooperation with NATO, 
among other security exigencies.

“Russia seeks by coercion to establish a 
veto over Ukraine’s foreign and defense 
policy, prohibit accession to NATO and limit 
Ukraine’s international relations,” London
based think tank Chatham House wrote on 
January 24. “The Kremlin is frustrated at its 
failure to achieve a core objective of 
Russian foreign policy – namely that eight 
years of conflict have not caused Ukraine to 
collapse into Russia’s arms, or to halt the 
country’s westward drift toward the 
European Union (EU).”

Ukraine’s second wartime president 
since independence also promised to speak 
to the nation more often. He asked that his 
compatriots “believe in their country first,” 
he said in a video posted on his official 
Facebook page.

Evoking weeks of the ongoing Western 

diplomatic frenzy to prevent a larger con
flict in Europe’s only current shooting war, 
Mr. Zelenskyy also assured the nation that 
the government is maintaining “calm and is 
enduring, we are working 24/7 … for 
[peace to take hold].”

His socalled fireside chat added that the 
only way to overcome fear “is to think 
soberly and clearly … [to] stave your mind 
from lies and your heart from panic.”

More than 70 government websites this 
month were penetrated, some defaced and 
corrupted, by a wellcoordinated cyberat
tack that Kyiv has attributed to Russia.

Congruently, anonymous bomb threats 
have been called in to entire school net
works in Kyiv and Lviv, the capital’s subway 
system, an airport, shopping malls and 
wherever there are mass gatherings.

In news releases announcing the arrest 
of some of the suspects behind the bomb 
threats, the Security Service of Ukraine 
(SBU) attributed them to Russian opera
tives.

Intelligence sharing between the “five 
eyes,” comprised of the U.S., Britain, 
Canada, Australia and New Zealand, have 
warned of socalled “false flag” operations 
for Russia to further launch military incur
sions into Ukraine.

The U.S., in coordination with Canada, 
the European Union, Britain and other 
countries, has promised to toughen sanc
tions on Russia should it decide to widen 
the scope of its attack.

U.S. President Joe Biden said on January 
25 that Russian President Vladimir Putin 
would be sanctioned personally if Ukraine 
was further attacked. He added that if 
Russian forces moved forward, “it would be 
the largest invasion in Europe since World 
War II.”

Casus belli

During a largescale operation in 
Zhytomyr and Kharkiv, SBU officers on 
January 25 “neutralized an organized crim
inal group coordinated by Russian special 

services,” the domestic intelligence agency 
said.

One of the masterminds is alleged to be 
a Russian citizen who took part in recruit
ing the group under the guise of employ
ment at a security firm. Zhytomyr Oblast 
borders Belarus while Kharkiv Oblast bor
ders Russia.

They were to “carry out a series of 
attacks on local infrastructure.” According 
to their plan, “this should have destabilized 
the domestic situation in the [respective] 
regions,” the SBU said.

During searches at the apartment resi
dencies of the suspected operatives, the 
agency found explosive devices, small 
arms, ammunition, technical devices for 
radio frequency suppression, “means of 
communication, computer equipment and 
electronic media with evidence of illegal 
activity,” according to the SBU.

British intelligence on January 22 
announced a potential Russian coup plot 
designed to overthrow the government in 
Kyiv. The objective was to possibly install a 
Moscowfriendly politician from Kharkiv.

Former lawmaker Yevhen Murayev was 
named as the Kremlin’s candidate to take 
on the proRussian leadership role, British 
Foreign Affairs Secretary Liz Truss said in 
a statement.

Mr. Murayev subsequently denied any 
affiliation with the alleged plot. He called 
the allegations “absurd” and pointed out 
that he has been subject to Russian sanc
tions since 2018. The Kremlin, likewise, 
dismissed the accusations as “disinforma
tion.”

Mr. Murayev is the founder and leader 
of the proRussian Nashi (Ours) party, 
which has about 5 percent support in pub
lic opinion polls, enough to pass the 
threshold for parliamentary seats.

He is also the owner of the Nash (Ours) 
nationwide television channel that the 
national TV and radio regulator is suing in 
court over violations of journalistic stan
dards, racism and inciting interethnic 

strife between Russians and Ukrainians.
“It [Nash] is a Russian propaganda 

channel that systemically engages in disin
formation,” Viktoria Romaniuk of the Stop 
Fake media watchdog in Kyiv told The  
Weekly.

National Security and Defense Council 
Secretary Oleksiy Danilov told the BBC on 
January 24 that the politician is part of 
Russia’s “fifth column.”

“We are fully aware of who [Mr.] Muraev 
is, [and] other representatives of the 
Russian Federation, who are not named by 
British intelligence. We are clearly aware 
of the names, the patronymics of these 
people … We are clearly aware of what the 
fifth column is, what it does,” Mr. Danilov 
said.

In February, Mr. Zelenskyy signed a 
decree to revoke the licenses of three pro
Russian TV channels – Zik, 112 and 
NewsOne – tied to proRussian lawmaker 
Viktor Medvedchuk who is under house 
arrest on charges of treason.

However, while Mr. Murayev told local 
media recently that he is a “patriot” of 
Ukraine, he delivered a different message 
of turbulence in the country to his channel 
in a New Year’s interview.

“For some reason I think that we will 
have a reboot and the government will be 
new ... I am absolutely sure that the format 
of negotiations on the conflict in eastern 
Ukraine will change,” he said.

“If this big deal happens, then we will be 
forced to [reset government] because the 
Ukrainian government does not want 
peace,” Mr. Murayev said. “People who will 
change the system and want to dominate 
will return to the electoral field. There will 
be many changes and they are inevitable.”

Bellingcat, a Dutchbased opensource 
information sleuth, cast doubt on Britain’s 
allegations regarding Mr. Murayev.

The group’s executive director, Christo 
Grozev, told New York’s Columbia 
Journalism Review on January 24 that 
many such plots are hatched in Moscow by 
competing security agencies and oligarchs 
seeking favor or praise from the Kremlin.

Yet, this doesn’t rule out that Russia is 
seeking to install its own puppet in Kyiv.

Sergey Aksyonov, a Ukrainian whom 
Moscow elevated to head Crimea after its 
annexation, was a marginal politician on 
the peninsula when Russia took over. In 
2014, his Russian Unity party had only 
three seats in the regional legislature and 
no representation elsewhere else when 
Russia took charge.

Puppets and collaborationists Russia 
installed to run its occupied parts of the 
easternmost regions of Luhansk and 
Donetsk were also either Russian or fringe 
politicians not known to the wide public at 
the local, regional and national levels.

(Continued from page 1)

Zelenskyy vows...

U.K. Foreign Affairs Secretary Elizabeth 
Truss

www.gov.uk

Pro-Russian politician Yevhen Murayev 
is the founder and leader of the Nashi 
(Ours) Party and owns the Nash (Ours) 
television station, which the national tele-
communications regulator has accused of 
violating journalism standards, making 
racist statements and inciting inter-eth-

nic strife. 

Facebook.com/yevgeniy.murayev

Snipers from the Ukrainian 81st Separate Airmobile Brigade train at a shooting 
range on January 25. 

Courtesy of the Armed Forces of Ukraine

Ukrainian Security Service officers prepare to enter an apartment of a suspected sub-
versive Russian operative on January 25 at an undisclosed location. 

Security Service of Ukraine
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One man, who donned a Russian flag on 
his shoulder and held a sign that read 
“Russians against Putin,” set up a loud
speaker across from the embassy. The man 
provided only his first name, Dima.

As the rally grew, the crowd began to 
chant “Putin, hands off Ukraine” and 
“Crimea is Ukraine.” Cars that passed the 
protest honked their horns in solidarity 
with the protesters.

One Russian staff member behind the 
gates of the Russian Embassy videotaped the 
start of the event with a smirk on his face. 
However, as the crowd grew, Russian securi
ty guards could be seen eyeing protesters.

A member of the Metropolitan Police 
Department, which was monitoring the 
event, approached the side entrance of the 
embassy for a conversation with a Russian 

embassy official.
The police officer then asked protestors 

to leave enough space for vehicles to enter 
the compound.

Ihor Samokish, who wore a black pea 
coat with a pin that read “Russia Sucks” and 
carried a Ukrainian flag, said he was a life
long activist.

Mr. Samokish said his family had all been 
activists. He said his father ran a Ukrainian 
radio show and his mother was involved in 
the Helsinki Group. When asked what he 
hoped to achieve outside the embassy, Mr. 
Samokish spoke about the need to inform 
the world about events in Ukraine.

“We just want to keep people aware of 
what’s going on,” Mr. Samokish said. “We 
get to a point where people get numb [to 
the news] after a while. It’s not just 
Ukrainians who should be worried.”

Many protestors said they wanted to 
show their support for Ukraine and come 
together as a community. At one point, a man with a gray beard 

and determined look on his face spoke 
through a megaphone to condemn Russia’s 
aggression against Ukraine. The man, 
George Sajewych, took part in the Euro
Maidan protests in Ukraine in 2014.

“It was the greatest experience of my 
life,” Mr. Sajewych said. “I’d never seen that 
kind of selfdiscipline and idealism and 
courage,” he recalled of the protests in Kyiv 
at that time.  He said that, while he original
ly planned to stay in Kyiv for a brief time, he 
had then decided that “I’m going be here. 
I’m going to be here until the end.”

Mr. Sajewych said he joined a volunteer 
selfdefense group in Kyiv’s Independence 
Square. His group was later met by thou
sands of security forces who attacked them 
with batons. He survived, but just barely. He 
suffered concussions and a broken wrist.

“I came very close to being killed,” Mr. 
Sajewych recalled while chuckling. “The 
only thing that saved me was this motorcy
cle helmet. But they were swinging those 

batons to kill.” 
 Mr. Sajewych recalled that, at one point 

in the night, as he lay on the ground bleed
ing profusely from his head wound, a Berkut 
office with baton in hand approached him. 
The officer smirked at the man lying in a 
pool of his own blood and taunted him.

“So, you wanted your Ukraine, huh?” Mr. 
Sajewych recalled the man saying to him in 
Russian. He said he will never forget that 
moment.

Despite the encounter, Mr. Sajewych said 
he is undeterred by the violence and con
tinues to support Ukraine through various 
volunteer organizations.  

As the rally wound down and people dis
persed, Mr. Samokish spoke about his hope 
for the situation in Ukraine.

“What I hope will happen is that every
thing will calm down, and we will all go on 
our merry way. I don’t think [Russia] will 
invade. ... I hope they don’t invade. … But if 
they did, if I was younger, I would go over 
there,” Mr. Samokish said.

(Continued from page 3)

Ukraine supporters...

Protestors gathered outside of the Russian Embassy in Washington (seen in the back-
ground) on January 23 to voice their support for Ukraine and condemn Moscow’s 

actions against the neighboring country.

Zachary Dmyterko

George Sajewych holds a Ukrainian flag 
signed by Ukrainian volunteers who took 
part in the Euro-Maidan revolution of 

2014.

Russian Embassy guards discuss the 
rally outside of their embassy with a 
member of the Metropolitan Police 
Department, which monitored the pro-

test on January 23.
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Harvard’s Temerty Contemporary Ukraine Program to hold 
second annual conference on Ukrainian sovereignty

UOC-U.S.A. youth ministry  
launches UOC Youth magazine

by Emily Channell-Justice

CAMBRIDGE, Mass. – The Temerty Contemporary 
Ukraine Program (TCUP) at Harvard Ukrainian Research 
Institute announced its second annual conference, 
“Beyond Borderland: 30 Years of Ukrainian Sovereignty.” 
The conference will be held virtually on February 711.

In 2021, Ukraine celebrated its 30th year of indepen
dence, and the TCUP conference will celebrate that 
achievement. As sovereignty is not a given, the conference 
will ask panelists to dig into the meaning of sovereignty 
for the modern world, including, but not limited to, 
Ukraine.

The current geopolitical order is based on national ter
ritorial sovereignty, but Ukraine’s sovereignty has been 
violated and threatened by Russian President Vladimir 
Putin since 2014. What does it mean for Ukraine to be a 
sovereign, independent nation in this context? How can 
scholars use these threats from the Russian Federation as 
a way to deepen their understanding of why sovereignty 
is so significant in Ukraine?

The conference theme will let participants explore both 
the international and domestic challenges to Ukraine’s 
sovereignty, and it also places Ukraine in a broader con
versation about the meaning of sovereignty in the 21st 
century. This year’s conference also draws on last year’s 
discussion of Ukrainian democracy because protecting 
Ukraine’s sovereignty is essential to protecting its democ
racy.

The panels in the conference will begin with a big pic
ture discussion of sovereignty. The first panel will explore 
the meaning of sovereignty in the context of Russian 
aggression, though it looks at Ukraine as one of many 
countries dealing with such threats. The participants in 
this panel have experience working in other countries 
that have seen Russian interference, for example in 
Georgia and Kosovo.

The second panel on digital transformations will con
sider how the internet and technology have impacted the 

idea of sovereignty. The experts on this panel have experi
ence both researching this topic and working within the 
technology and media sectors. This format will allow par
ticipants to think about how Ukraine is playing a key role 
in rethinking the meaning of sovereignty in the modern 
world. It will also give participants an opportunity to con
sider whether there are multiple sites where the meaning 
of sovereignty is being remade.

Experts in the second panel will consider Ukrainian 
sovereignty not just with regard to Ukraine’s eastern bor
der, but they will also consider the concept of sovereignty 
from the perspective of the following themes: they will 
consider the different uses of technology, both domesti
cally and internationally; they will explore the way media 
tell certain stories or target certain groups of people; and 
they will discuss Ukraine’s domestic policies toward the 
currently occupied regions.

For scholars, the concept of sovereignty is challenging 
and mutable. While it is a definitive way of seeing the 
world, a comprehensive conceptualization of the topic 
must incorporate all of the themes described above.

The conference will also feature a mix of academic and 
policy experts, as well as a mix of people who are from 
Ukraine, based in Ukraine, and others who are located in 
institutions in the United States and Europe. Many of the 
scheduled speakers have both academic and policy expe
rience. Participating scholars come from diverse back
grounds, including anthropology, sociology, political sci
ence and media studies.

The policy experts scheduled to take part in the confer
ence have a combination of government experience, and 
they include two former U.S. ambassadors to Ukraine, as 
well as former members of the Ukrainian government. 
They also have experience working in nongovernmental 
and international organizations.

Taking all of these perspectives into consideration 
helps foster a discussion among people whose voices 

UOC Office of Youth and Young Adult Ministry

CARNEGIE, Pa. − The Office of Youth and Young Adult 
Ministry (OYM) of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the 
U.S.A., with the blessing of its hierarchs, on January 1 
launched an interactive magazine, UOC Youth, that will be 
published quarterly for youth and teenagers. In addition to 

The UOC Youth magazine, published by the Office of 
Youth and Young Adult Ministry of the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church of the U.S.A., engages the younger 

generation in growing in their faith.

Office of Youth and Young Adult Ministry/UOCYouth.org

(Continued on page 17)(Continued on page 17)
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the Elysee Palace were “not simple.” After 
eight hours of discussions, Ukrainian presi
dential office head Andriy Yermak said “we 
expect deescalation not only in relation to 
the occupied territories [in the Donbas] but 
also around the Ukrainian borders in gen
eral.”

Ahead of the meeting, which hasn’t 
taken place in this format since 2019, 
French President Emmanuel Macron said 
his aim was to see “a path to deescalation” 
while noting that he has a scheduled phone 
call on January 28 with Russian President 
Vladimir Putin. 

The talks took place as Russia has more 
than 127,000 wellequipped soldiers 
deployed around Ukraine’s state borders, in 
addition to permanent forces in occupied 
Crimea and parts of easternmost Luhansk 
and Donetsk regions where Moscow has 
waged Europe’s only current bloody war 
since 2014. 

Russia insists it doesn’t intend to make 
further military inroads in Ukraine while 

U.S. Deputy Secretary of State Wendy 
Sherman tweeted on January 27 that “there 
is no defensive justification for Russia to 
amass so many troops in such a short time,” 
including in neighboring Belarus where 
joint military exercises are scheduled for 
February 1020.  

Largescale Russian naval exercises also 
commenced, including in the Black Sea. 

“Frigates, patrol ships, small missile 
ships and missile boats, landing ships, small 
antisubmarine ships, as well as mine
sweepers are involved in the performance 
of tasks,” Russia’s Black Sea Fleet said in a 
news release. 

Russia’s Mr. Kozak said that “despite all 
the differences in interpretations, we 
agreed that the ceasefire [in eastern 
Ukraine] must be maintained by all the par
ties in line with the accords.”

As in the past, Ukraine and Russia dis
agree on the sequence of events in imple
menting the Minsk agreements, a roadmap 
for achieving peace in the war that Kyiv 
says has killed 14,000 people. France and 
Germany took part in brokering the two 
Minsk agreements, the latest in early 2015. 

Russia still denies being a party to the 

conflict despite overwhelming evidence it is 
and insists that Kyiv negotiate directly with 
the puppet administrations that Moscow 
installed in Luhansk and Donetsk. The 
accords’ main components include the 
establishment of a complete cease fire, 
withdrawal of heavy weapons and all for
eign fighters and the holding of local elec
tions. 

A communique jointly released by the 
four countries said their next meeting 
would take place in Berlin in two weeks. 

As the U.S. and Britain say that a further 
Russian invasion is “imminent,” a monitor
ing team in the war zone from the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation 
in Europe (OSCE) said it recorded “516 
ceasefire violations” on January 26, the 
highest so far this year. 

Diplomatic efforts by the U.S. and several 
European countries to deter further 
Russian aggression are ongoing. Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy held a sec
ond phone conversation this year with U.S. 
President Joe Biden on January 27. British 
Foreign Affairs Secretary Liz Truss is sched
uled to visit Kyiv next week. 

“A further military incursion by Russia 
into Ukraine would be a massive strategic 
mistake and come with a severe cost on 
Russia’s economy, including coordinated 
sanctions,” she recently told the British par
liament. 

However, there seems to be discord on 
which sanctions other countries would 
impose in tandem with the U.S. and Britain. 
Bloomberg reported Berlin has reserva
tions about disconnecting Russian banks 
from the SWIFT transaction system, as well 
as freezing Russian assets. Personal sanc
tions against Russian President Vladimir 
Putin are also on the table, Mr. Biden said 
on January 25. 

Earlier this month, Britain delivered 
2,000 light antiarmor weapons to Ukraine. 

After a 38day winter break, Ukraine’s 
parliament reconvened this week and on 
January 27 ratified a British loan worth 1.7 
billion pounds to purchase warships and 
naval infrastructure. Also this week, the U.S. 
delivered a third batch of defensive weap
ons that included additional antitank 
Javelins and bunker fortification destruc
tion systems. Another batch is expected 
“soon,” Ukrainian Defense Minister Oleksiy 
Reznikov said. 

New German Chancellor Olaf Scholz will 
visit the White House on February 7 and 
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
said he would visit Kyiv early next month as 
well. 

Since November, the Turkish leader, who 

has amicable ties with Moscow and Kyiv, 
has offered to mediate the peace process. 

“I hope that Russia will not make an 
armed attack or occupy Ukraine. Such a 
step will not be a wise act for Russia or the 
region,” Mr. Erdogan told state media. 

As a member of NATO, he said Turkey 
sees “a need for dialogue that will listen to 
Russia and eliminate their reasonable secu
rity concerns.”

Those concerns were published in two 
draft treaties in December and outline 
demands that would dramatically alter the 
security architecture of Europe and how 
NATO functions as a defense alliance. 

In addition to the Russian and Western 
embassies in Ukraine that have started 
evacuating noncore staff, Moscow’s latest 
military buildup has also alarmed some 
military experts. 

“A large war in Europe is likely in the 
coming weeks,” wrote Michael Kofman, 
director of the Russian Studies Program at 
the Virginiabased Center for Naval 
Analyses. “The current security architec
ture of the continent, the future of NATO 
and America’s role in shaping security out
comes there are all at stake.”

Mr. Zelenskyy and his administration 
have downplayed the menace of Russia 
moving further into the country, but he has 
said Ukraine is prepared to meet any chal
lenge. 

Meanwhile, the U.S. and NATO firmly 
rejected Moscow’s principal demands, 
including a permanent ban for Ukraine to 
join NATO, which has an “opendoor policy.”

U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken 
said, “There is no change, there will be no 
change.”

After sending the alliance’s response, 
NATO Secetary General Jens Stoltenberg 
said, “We cannot and will not compromise 
on the principles on which the security of 
our alliances and security in Europe and 
North America rest.”

In Moscow, Russia’s Foreign Affairs 
Minister Sergey Lavrov told Interfax news 
agency that Mr. Putin would decide on the 
country’s next steps. The Russian president 
hasn’t commented on the security situation 
since December when the demands were 
put forth. 

Meanwhile, Kremlin spokesperson 
Dmitry Peskov said responses from the U.S. 
and NATO didn’t take “our views … into 
account.”

Mr. Lavrov, who is again scheduled speak 
to Mr. Blinken in the next few days, noted 
that the responses have some components 
that could lead to “the start of a serious talk 
on secondary issues.”

(Continued from page 1)

Talks on Russia...

A graphic shows the position of Russian military deployments along different points 
of the border between Russian and Ukraine. It also shows the position of NATO forc-
es stationed in eastern Europe. [we have permission to use this but remove the top 

where it says “World”]

International Institute for Strategic Studies

A graphic shows Russia’s military force posture around Ukraine as of January 25.

Institute for the Study of War
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the EU, a prospect that even the United 
States and European states recognize is far 
off due to the simmering conflict in eastern 
Ukraine, a democratic deficit and 
entrenched corruption. “The likelihood that 
Ukraine is going to join NATO in the near 
term is not very likely, based on much more 
work they have to do in terms of democracy 
and a few other things going on there,” U.S. 
President Joe Biden said at a press confer
ence on January 19. Although Ukraine’s 
prospects of integrating into key Western 
institutions are not on the horizon, the West 
says most Russian dictates on redrawing 
the security architecture in Europe are non
starters. German Chancellor Olaf Scholz on 
January 23 summed up the West’s position 
rejecting Moscow’s demands regarding the 
expansion of NATO. “The accession of fur
ther countries from Eastern Europe to 
NATO is currently not on the agenda at all. 
What is the point of the Russian demand? 
There can be no such guarantee,” Mr. Scholz 
told the Sued deutsche Zeitung newspaper. 
Addressing ongoing tensions in eastern 
Ukraine and Russian aggression, Mr. Kuleba 

said the West must view “Ukraine as a self
standing important part of the West.” “This 
conflict unleashed by Russia against 
Ukraine will only end once the West sends a 
very simple message to Russia: Ukraine is 
not just a country that we support; it is a 
part of our world, it is one of us, and it will 
never return to you,” he said. The West has 
repeated it wants diplomacy, but with posi
tions entrenched on both sides, successive 
talks between Western and Russian officials 
in Geneva, Brussels and Vienna this month 
failed to yield any breakthrough. (RFE/RL’s 
Ukrainian Service)

U.S. warns Belarus

The United States has warned the regime 
of Belarusian strongman Alyaksandr 
Lukashenka it would also face a “decisive 
response” if it assists ally Russia in invading 
their neighbor Ukraine. “We’ve also made 
clear to Belarus that if it allows its territory 
to be used for an attack on Ukraine, it would 
face a swift and decisive response from the 
United States and our allies and partners,” 
State Department spokesman Ned Price 
told reporters on January 25. “If an invasion 
were to proceed from Belarus, if Russian 
troops were to permanently station on 
their territory, NATO could well have to 

reassess our own force posture in the coun
tries that border Belarus,” he added. 
Alarms have been sounding throughout 
Western capitals about the danger of a new 
major conflict after Russia massed what 
Ukrainian intelligence estimates to be 
127,000 troops along Ukraine’s borders 
and deployed a sizable force in Belarus for 
what Moscow and Minsk say will be snap 
military exercises. The United States and 
NATO fear the military buildup could be 
preparations for a potential invasion, some
thing Moscow has denied, and warn that a 
Russian attack would trigger damaging 
economic sanctions, as well as a beefedup 
presence of the Western military alliance in 
Eastern Europe. Russian President 
Vladimir Putin has backed Mr. Lukashenka 
in its standoff with the West over a disput
ed presidential election in August 2020 
that handed the Belarusian leader a sixth 
consecutive term in office. The official elec
tion results triggered a wave of protests, 
with Mr. Luka shenka responding with a 
brutal crackdown on dissent that has seen 
thousands detained and most opposition 
politicians leaving the country in fear for 
their security. Earlier this month, Mr. Luka
shenka said that joint RussianBelarusian 
military maneuvers will be held in 
February close to the country’s borders 
with Ukraine as well as eastern NATO 
member states. He said the drills would 
focus on a scenario in which his country’s 
military is forced to “resist forces coming 
from the West.” (RFE/RL, with reporting by 
AFP and Reuters)

Ukraine pays debts to tycoon’s company

Ukraine has repaid more than $100 mil
lion in debt to a company owned by Rinat 
Akhmetov, the nation’s richest man, in a 
possible sign that tensions between the 
tycoon and the president are easing. 
Ukraine last week finished paying off 3 bil
lion hryvnia ($106 million) it owed to Mr. 
Akhmetov’s DTEK for renewable energy it 
had produced, the company said in a 
January 24 statement. Ukrenergo, the state
owned power transmission company, last 
year raised several hundred million dollars 
through a bond sale in order to pay off debt 
owed to the nation’s renewable energy sec
tor. The government paid back all compa
nies except DTEK, which accused the gov
ernment of discrimination and threatened 
to sue. The failure to pay DTEK came amid 
reports of growing tensions between 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
and Mr. Akhmetov over a host of issues, 
including energy prices, media coverage 
and new restrictions on powerful business
men. Mr. Akhemtov, whose net worth is 
estimated at about $7 billion by Forbes, 
owns a large slice of the Ukrainian econo
my, including steel and power plants, coal 
mines, banks and media assets. Mr. 
Zelenskyy last year pushed through parlia
ment a bill called the “antioligarch” law 
that would force individuals designated as 
tycoons to sell their media assets or refrain 
from political activity. Mr. Akhmetov voiced 
his criticism of the bill and described him
self as an “investor,” not an oligarch. Shortly 
after the bill passed parliament, Mr. 
Akhmetov’s television station stepped up 
its criticism of Mr. Zelenskyy, angering the 
presidential office, local media reported. 
Mr. Akhmetov denied that he exerts influ
ence over his television station’s program
ming. The fight between the president and 
the tycoon worried some in the West, who 
said it was illtimed, coming as Russia 
massed troops on Ukraine’s border in what 
the United States has said could be a pre
lude to an invasion. Mr. Zelenskyy in late 
November said Ukraine’s intelligence ser
vice had uncovered plans by a group of 
Russian and Ukrainian operatives to stage a 
coup. Mr. Zelenskyy claimed the plotters 
mentioned Mr. Akhmetov in their conversa

tions, which were allegedly intercepted by 
Ukrainian intelligence. Mr. Akhmetov vehe
mently denied any connection to a plot, 
calling it a “lie.” Earlier this month, people 
close to Mr. Zelenskyy said the two sides 
were seeking to ease the tension. Aleksandr 
Paraschiy, an analyst at the Kyivbased 
Concorde Capital, said the government’s 
decision to repay DTEK in full is a “sign of a 
calming down of the conflict between the 
Ukrainian president and [Mr.] Akhmetov.” 
(RFE/RL)

Injuries, arrests reported after rally

Eighteen police officers and three dem
onstrators were injured on January 25 in 
Kyiv when an estimated 2,000 people took 
part in a rally organized by the Save Private 
Entrepreneurs (SaveFOP) initiative. Clashes 
broke out between protesters and law 
enforcement officers when protesters tried 
to break into parliament, the Verkhovna 
Rada, to get lawmakers to heed their 
demands for the passage of legislation to 
support entrepreneurs and smallbusiness 
owners, RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service 
reported. Police used tear gas and detained 
dozens of people, according to the report. A 
police statement said clashes broke out 
between protesters and law enforcement 
officers when protesters “behaved aggres
sively” and tried to break through a police 
barricade around a protected area of the 
Verkhovna Rada. “The protesters did not 
respond to the repeated demands of the 
police to stop their actions, so in order to 
restore law and order the police immedi
ately intervened in the situation and 
pushed them away,” a police statement 
said. Participants who resisted police 
orders and committed illegal acts were 
taken to the Pechersk Police Department, 
the statement added. The police did not 
specify how many people were taken into 
custody or whether they had been released 
or kept in detention. The statement also 
said that information spread on the 
Internet that one of the protesters had died 
was false, but it said a man who became ill 
during the demonstration was given first 
aid by the police. The federal police 
announced that two criminal investigations 
had been launched under the articles per
taining to hooliganism and threatening vio
lence against a law enforcement officer, 
according to news reports. Demonstrators 
waving white flags bearing the SaveFOP 
logo flooded the area near the parliament 
building amid a large police presence. The 
protesters demanded the adoption of bills 
that concern amendments to the tax code 
and some other legislative acts on creating 
favorable conditions for smallbusiness 
owners and entrepreneurs and increasing 
the transparency of their activities. (RFE/
RL’s Ukrainian Service)

Court asked to hear MH17 case

The European Court of Human Rights 
has held a preliminary hearing to decide 
whether to hear a case filed by the 
Netherlands and Ukraine that seeks to hold 
Russia responsible for the 2014 shooting 
down of a passenger airliner over eastern 
Ukraine that killed 298 people. Lawyers for 
Ukraine and the Netherlands presented 
their arguments on January 26, saying that 
Russia had de facto control over the sepa
ratist forces that fired the antiaircraft mis
sile that brought down Malaysia Airlines 
flight MH17 on July 17, 2014. Ukrainian 
Justice Minister Denys Maliuska told judges 
that Ukraine faced “a consistent or long
term policy of the Russian Federation 
aimed at bending Ukraine to Russian inter
ests and swaying it from its path toward 
Western values and civilization.” Dutch law
yer Babette Koopman said her government 
had determined that the missile system 

(Continued on page 17)
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Born and raised in Ukraine, Irene was the only person in her village 
to be admitted to and attend Leningrad University, surviving the siege 
of Leningrad while in attendance there.  She lived in several countries 
in Europe before taking up residence in Germany. Irene then moved to 
America, where she spent most of her life, splitting her time between 
New York and Massachusetts.

Irene had many passions, including 
watercolor painting, cooking for her 
family, and reading. She was also an 
expert at crossword puzzles, despite 
English being a second language - one 
of the 5 languages she spoke.

She will always be remembered for 
her storytelling, love of mystery novels 
and cats, and her devotion to her 
family. Irene’s strength and her stories 
will remain to provide inspiration to 
her children and grandchildren going 
forward.

Irene was a proud mother of Christine 
Stepanyk, Irene Harvey and her husband 
Gerry, and Alexander Stepanyk and his 
wife Diane Lehrenbaum; cherished 
grandmother of Katherine and Jack 
Reilly.

The Funeral Mass was held on January 20th at 10 AM in St Mary’s 
Catholic Church in Winchester, MA.

Interment followed in Wildwood Cemetery, Winchester. All other 
services were private, and arrangements were under the direction of the 
Lynch-Cantillon Funeral Home, Woburn, MA. 

Donations may be made in Irene’s memory to UNICEF Ukraine, 28 
Instytutska Str, Kyiv, Ukraine 01021.

May her memory be eternal.

Irene (Petrosivska) Stepanyk 
a longtime resident of Stoneham, died peacefully 

on January 7th, 2022. She was 98 years old. 

Irene Sophia Onufryk
Beloved Mother, Grandmother and Sister

Irene Sophia Onufryk (née Omecinskyj), 82 of Chester, NJ, passed 
peacefully on January 18, 2022. She is predeceased by her 

husband of 38 years, Zenon Onufryk. Irene is survived by her daughter, 
Christina, her son, Peter, and his wife Lori, her grandchildren Lauren and 
Kristen, and her brother Vladimir Omecinskyj and his wife Marta. 

Irene’s family � ed from their home in Ukraine to Germany during WWII, 
and after the war, they settled in Rochester, NY, in 1949. Irene graduated 
from Geneseo State Teachers College (now SUNY Geneseo) with honors 
and taught second and third grade in the Denville, NJ School System.

Irene dedicated herself to her family with love, discipline, and sel� ess 
devotion. She raised two children and was a constant presence in the 
lives of her two grandchildren.

Irene was a Sudoku master, a Scrabble enthusiast, an avid true-crime 
reader, and loved to walk. She delighted in the company of others. Those 
that knew her will undoubtedly miss her wit and sense of humor.

A Funeral Services were held on Friday, January 28, 2022, at 10 am at St. 
John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Church, Whippany, NJ, with interment 
to follow at St. Andrew Cemetery in South Bound Brook. Visiting hours, 
Thursday, 3 to 7 pm, with Parastas at 5 pm at the Bradley-Braviak Funeral 
Home, 49 Whippany Rd., Whippany, NJ. To view the full obituary or send 
the family a condolence, please visit, www.bradleyfuneralhomes.com.

DEATH ANNOUNCEMENTS should be sent to the 
Advertising Department by e-mail to advertising@ukrweekly.com or by fax 
to 973-644-9510.  Deadline: Monday noon before the newspaper’s date of 
issue.  For further information call 973-292-9800, ext. 3040.

for a further incursion into the country 
after illegally annexing Crimea from 
Ukraine in 2014.

Moscow is also backing separatist fight
ers in an ongoing war in eastern Ukraine 
that has claimed about 14,000 lives since 
April 2014.

The Kremlin, which denies planning to 
enter Ukraine, has said it sees NATO as a 
security threat, and is demanding legal 
guarantees that the Western military alli
ance will not further expand eastward, 
including to neighboring Ukraine.

Washington and NATO have said some 
of the demands are nonstarters.

Mr. Blinken told reporters the United 
States was open to dialogue, but made it 
“clear that there are core principles that we 
are committed to uphold and defend, 
including Ukraine’s sovereignty and territo
rial integrity, and the right of states to 
choose their own security arrangements 
and alliances.”

“There is no change; there will be no 
change,” he said.

Mr. Blinken said the letter was fully coor
dinated with Ukraine and Washington’s 
European allies and “sets out a serious dip
lomatic path forward, should Russia choose 
it,” as the United States seeks to avert a mil
itary escalation against Ukraine.

But he warned Washington was acting 
“with equal focus” to bolster Ukraine’s 
defense.

He said he would speak to Russian 
Foreign Affairs Minister Sergei Lavrov in 
the coming days for Moscow’s response to 
the U.S. stance.

NATO also sent its written response to 
Russia’s demands to Moscow, which 
Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg said 
included proposals for a diplomatic solu
tion to the crisis.

Mr. Stoltenberg called on Russia to 
“immediately deescalate the situation,” but 
said NATO allies remained “prepared for 
the worst.”

“We see more troops not only in and 
around Ukraine, but also now in Belarus, 
where Russia is in the process of deploying 
thousands of troops, hundreds of aircrafts, 
S400 air defense systems and a lot of 
other very advanced capabilities,” he said, 
adding this was happening under the dis
guise of an exercise.

Russia says the crisis is being driven by 
NATO and the United States, accusing them 
of “escalating tensions.” Although Russia 
denies it is planning an attack, it kicked off 
military drills near Ukraine on January 25 
involving thousands of troops and dozens 
of warplanes.

After attending diplomatic talks in Paris 
between Russia, Ukraine, Germany and 
France, Kremlin envoy Dmitry Kozak reiter
ated Moscow’s view that Western calls for 
Moscow to deescalate by halting troop move
ments on its own territory are pointless.

In earlier remarks to the State Duma, Mr. 
Lavrov repeated Moscow’s threat that if 
the West does not respond to its demands, 
Russia will take unspecified “appropriate 
measures.”

U.S. President Joe Biden issued a rare 
threat on January 25, saying that he would 
consider personal sanctions on his Russian 
counterpart, Vladimir Putin, in case of an 
invasion of Ukraine.

British Foreign Affairs Secretary Liz 
Truss said on January 26 that her country 

was “not ruling anything out” when asked if 
the United Kingdom would consider a simi
lar move.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov told 
reporters in Moscow that individual sanc
tions against Mr. Putin would be “not pain
ful [but] politically destructive,” noting that 
Russia’s top leaders are legally barred from 
holding assets, property and bank accounts 
abroad.

On January 25, additional U.S. military 
hardware arrived in Kyiv – including Javelin 
antitank missiles and launchers – the third 
installment of a $200 million package to 
shore up Ukraine’s defenses.

Ms. Truss said Britain was also supply
ing defensive weapons to Ukraine.

The Czech Defense Ministry said it 
would donate 4,000 artillery shells, worth 
$1.7 million to Ukraine in the next few days.

Germany, which has refused to provide 
weapons to Ukraine, offered to send 5,000 
helmets.

Mr. Biden consulted with allied 
European leaders earlier this week over the 
tensions caused by Russia’s troop buildup, 
and the Pentagon announced it was putting 
up to 8,500 U.S. soldiers on “heightened 
alert” for potential deployment to bolster 
NATO’s presence in the region.

Mr. Biden said he had “no intention” of 
sending U.S. troops into Ukraine but again 
warned Russia of severe sanctions if 
Moscow orders an attack.

NATO has about 4,000 troops in multi
national battalions in Estonia, Lithuania, 
Latvia and Poland. They are backed by 
tanks, air defenses and intelligence and 
surveillance units.

Romanian President Klaus Iohannis said 
his country was in talks with France and 
the United States on increasing the number 
of NATO troops it hosts.

“I have no idea whether [Mr. Putin has] 
made the ultimate decision, but we certainly 
see every indication that he is going to use 
military force sometime perhaps [between] 
now and the middle of February,” U.S. 
Deputy Secretary of State Wendy Sherman 
told an online forum on January 26.

Meanwhile, the U.S. Embassy in Kyiv 
issued an alert urging Americans in 
Ukraine to considering leaving the country 
given the “unpredictable” situation.

“The security situation in Ukraine con
tinues to be unpredictable due to the 
increased threat of Russian military action 
and can deteriorate with little notice,” the 
embassy said in a statement on January 
26.

As part of a continuing diplomatic effort, 
advisers to the leaders of Russia, Ukraine, 
France and Germany met in Paris, and reaf
firmed in a joint statement their commit
ment to uphold a ceasefire agreed to in the 
Minsk accords aimed at putting an end to 
the conflict in eastern Ukraine.

Although there was no breakthrough in 
the talks, held under the socalled 
Normandy format, they promised to meet 
for new talks in two weeks in Berlin.

Meanwhile, Ukrainian Foreign Affairs 
Minister Dmytro Kuleba told a briefing on 
January 26 that Ukraine had no objections 
to responses the United States will send to 
Russia as part of negotiations to avert a 
military escalation.

“We know very well what our partners 
will tell Russia. We are aware of all of that 
and everything has been coordinated with 
us,” Mr. Kuleba said.

As part of a continuing diplomatic effort, 
French President Emmanuel Macron 
scheduled a phone call with Mr. Putin for 

(Continued from page 1)

U.S. rejects... January 28 in which he is expected to seek 
clarification over Russia’s intentions.

A top Ukrainian official on January 26 
ruled out the prospect of Kyiv holding 
direct talks with Kremlinbacked separat
ists and said that major ceasefire viola
tions were happening in the conflict in east
ern Ukraine.

“There have not been and will not be any 
direct talks with the separatists,” said 
Andriy Yermak, chief of staff to President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy, in a statement on 
Facebook.

Mr. Kuleba accused Russia of trying to 

sow panic in Ukraine.
He also said Moscow had not massed 

enough troops for a largescale offensive 
against Ukraine, but added that that did not 
mean it could not do so later on.

(With reporting by Reuters, AP, AFP and 
dpa)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/russiaukraine
bidenputinsanctions/31671771.html.
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He is described as arguably the most tal
ented prospect to emerge from Ukraine 
since Andriy Shevchenko. For the past two 
seasons, Viktor Tsygankov has turned a lot 
of scouting heads across Europe. Double 
digit goals in 20plus matches for Dynamo 
Kyiv in 20212022 and three goals thus far 
in UEFA Champions League play has 
earned him the lofty comparison to 
Ukraine’s football legend.

His performances in Europe the previ
ous year (20202021) were outstanding, 
finishing with some spectacular numbers 
(17 goals and eight assists in all competi
tions), establishing himself as Dynamo’s 
most influential force in front of goal.

Tsygankov was born in Nahariya, Israel, 
where his father played soccer. He is a 
product of the Nova Vinnytsia and Dynamo 
Kyiv sports schools. Tsygankov made his 
debut in the Ukrainian Premier League in 
August 2016 against FC Stal Kamianske at 
age 18 and has been a regular feature for 
Dynamo ever since.

During the 20182019 season he began 
to receive acclaim for his play, winning 
Player of the Month on three occasions. 
Nearing 200 appearances for the club, 
some 28 Ukrainian national team caps and 
owning a list of admirers, it is not an exag
geration to say that Tsygankov is currently 
one of the golden boys of football in 
Eastern Europe.

What is so special about Viktor 
Tsygankov? He is incredibly agile, skillful 
and a technically gifted winger who has 
rapidly demanded the attention and 
respect of his peers through his show
stopping talent and eyecatching match
winning performances. The old adage of 
letting your feet and play on the pitch do 
the talking is most applicable to this 
Ukrainian wonderkid. He is the type of 

player who leads by example and there 
can be no complaints when a young player 
like Tsygankov can be a captain of a club 
as prestigious as Dynamo Kyiv. The proto
typical leader is an abrasive, allaction, 
vocal character, marshalling his team from 
the center of the pitch. Tsygankov does not 
need to play up to this prototype – his skill 
and soccer gifts command the respect of 
his teammates, regardless of age or seniori
ty.

Tsygankov possesses a magical left foot, 
which makes him deadly in setpiece sce
narios and penalty kicks. He is Dynamo’s 
designated setpiece taker, his skills making 
the team a scoring threat on corners and 
freekicks. He is adept at drilling his free 
kicks on net, or easily placing them on a 
path to an onrushing teammate. His set
piece passing is extraordinary and the 
number of assists he has accumulated from 
these setups for Dynamo is not a coinci
dence. When he lines up on the right side of 
the attack, his strong left foot is perfect for 
cutting into halfspaces and unleashing a 
deadly shot or connect on an accurate pass 
to a forward.

Tsygankov is quick, but not all raw 
speed. He’s smart, knowing where to posi
tion himself at critical times. The 23year
old will go oneonone against his defender, 
or create something out of the ordinary. 
When he cuts in to that left foot, it usually 
guarantees a special play will happen. 
Tsygankov maintains vision and ball con
trol, unique skill sets and the technique to 
be dangerous in the final third of the field. 
In Europa League action last season, he 
averaged 3.2 shots per match, 3.4 key pass
es and 1.2 dribbles, showcasing his far
ranging influence and innate comprehen
sion when setting up his teammates.

Seventeen goals and eight assists in all 

competitions was a phenomenal achieve
ment and a true indication of his offensive 
talents. He has followed up with equally 
impressive production this season. When in 
a counterattacking situation with a need to 
react to an opportunity and instinctively 
make a decision, the youngster is savvy 
enough to make the correct choice and cre
ate chances.

Tsygankov is a player with a Godgiven 
unique skill set and technical acumen. He is 
the type of player whose talents should be 
spotlighted, though it is questionable if he 
will receive the recognition and acclaim he 
deserves playing for Dynamo Kyiv in the 
Ukrainian Premier League. He’s already 
been linked with a potential future move to 
English Premier League club Leicester City 
and La Liga’s Valencia. He has the personal
ity, passion, drive, skill and talent required 
to make it at soccer’s elite level.

It is only a matter of time.

Yaremchuk scoring goals  
for Benfica

Ukrainian Roman Yaremchuk has been 
a major player in Benfica’s undefeated run 
atop Portugal’s Primeira Liga. The 
25yearold enjoyed a superb personal 
Euro 2020 campaign this past summer, 
putting himself on many want lists. 
Benfica ended up forking out 17 million 
euros for his transfer from Gent. 
Yaremchuk made the move to the Belgian 
club back in 2017 after spending his entire 
career with Dynamo Kyiv.

While the transfer fee paid for 
Yaremchuk’s services was considerable, 
the forward wasted no time in returning 
dividends and proving his worth in 
Portugal, displaying a seamless transition 
to a new league combined with a series of 

Highlights from Euro and international soccer tournaments, Sheva takes on new role
by Matthew Dubas

PARSIPPANY, N.J. − Ukraine’s women’s 
team, in fourth place in Group B of the 
qualifying stage of the 2023 FIFA Women’s 
World Cup after four matches played (one 
win, one draw and two losses, with four 
points), is scheduled to resume matches on 
April 7 against Scotland, April 11 against 
Hungary, September 1 against the Faroe 
Islands and on September 5 against Spain.

In 2021, Ukraine lost 24 against 
Hungary on November 30, tied 11 with 
Scotland on November 26, lost 06 against 
Spain on October 26, and won 40 against 
the Faroe Islands on October 21. The top 
team of each qualifying group earns a spot 
in the final stage, and runnersup compete 
in a playoff round, with matches scheduled 
for October 311. The final stage of the 
tournament is scheduled to be cohosted 
by New Zealand and Australia, with match
es to be played on July 20 through August 
20.

WFC Kharkiv is in third place in Group B 
of the UEFA Women’s Champions League 
with four points after six matches played 
(one win, one draw and four losses). In 
2021, Kharkiv lost 03 against Real Madrid 
on December 16, lost 06 against Paris 
SaintGermain (PSG) on December 8, won 
20 against Breidablik (Iceland) on 
November 18, tied 00 with Breidablik on 

November 9, lost 05 against PSG on 
October 13, and lost 01 against Real 
Madrid on October 6.

Men’s teams

In the UEFA Champions League, 
Dynamo Kyiv and Shakhtar Donetsk, in 
Group D and E, respectively, finished at the 
bottom of their respective groups after six 
matches played.

Zorya Luhansk, which played in the 
UEFA Europa League before being relegat
ed to the UEFA Europa Conference League, 
is in third place in Group C with seven 
points after six matches played (two wins, 
one draw and three losses). In 2021, Zorya 
tied 11 with Bodo/Glimt (Sweden) on 
December 12, lost 04 against Roma on 
November 25, won 20 against CSKASofia 
(Bulgaria) on November 4, lost 03 against 
Roma on September 30, and lost 13 
against Bodo/Glimt on September 16. 
Zorya has a chance to advance to the play
off round, depending on its standings 
against the runnersup in each group. The 
tournament final is scheduled for May 25 
in Tirana, Albania.

Under-21 team

Ukraine’s under21 team is in second 
place in Group H of the UEFA U21 
Championships, with 13 points after six 
matches played (four wins, one draw and 

one loss). In 2021, Ukraine won 21 against 
Serbia on November 16, tied 11 with 
North Macedonia on November 11, won 
10 against the Faroe Islands on October 
12, lost 05 against France on October 8, 
won 21 against Armenia on September 7, 
and lost 01 against Serbia on September 3. 
Ukraine is scheduled to play against 
Armenia on March 23, against France on 
March 28, against the Faroe Islands on June 
1, and against North Macedonia on June 6. 
The final stage of the tournament is co
hosted by Georgia and Romania, with 
matches scheduled for JuneJuly 2023.

Futsal

Ukraine’s women’s futsal team finished 
undefeated in first place with nine points 
in Group 3 of the UEFA Women’s Futsal 
Euro competition after three matches 
played. Ukraine won its matches against 
Finland (41, October 24, 2021), Belgium 
(70, October 22, 2021), and the Czech 
Republic (54, October 21, 2021). Ukraine 
advances with Spain, Russia and Portugal 
to the knockout finals on March 2527, 
with Portugal hosting the knockout stage. 
The draw is scheduled for January 28.

Ukraine’s men’s futsal team is in third 
place in Group A of the UEFA Futsal Euro 
2022 competition after two matched 
played, with one win and one loss, with 
three points in the group stage standings to 

tie with the Netherlands (group hosts). 
Ukraine plays against Portugal on January 
28 in Groningen, the Netherlands, and 
Ukraine won 61 against Serbia on January 
23 in Amsterdam, and lost 23 against the 
Netherlands on January 19 in Amsterdam. 
The toptwo teams from each group 
advance to the knockout stage, with match
es scheduled for January 31 through 
February 6.

Shevchenko to coach Polish national 
team

Coach Andriy Shevchenko, who was 
former manager of the men’s Ukrainian 
national team, has agreed to head 
Poland’s national team. Shevchenko 
signed a contract with the Polish Football 
Association, with an annual salary of 2.5 
million euros. Shevchenko is scheduled to 
be officially presented as the new head 
coach of the Polish national team on 
January 31. Italian club Genoa dismissed 
Shevchenko on January 15 as team man
ager, but the club has not yet terminated 
his contract, which began in November 
2021 and was to end on June 30, 2024. 
While with Genoa, Shevchenko saw the 
team win only one of 11 matches during 
his time with the club. Abdoulay Konko, 
Genoa’s U17 coach, will assume duties for 
Shevchenko as caretaker manager until a 
replacement is selected.

(Continued on page 17)

Roman Yaremchuk plays forward with 
Portuguese club Benfica.

slbenfica.pt

Viktor Tsygankov is a top goal-scor-
er for Dynamo Kyiv.

Oleh Bartak via Wikipedia.com

Is Tsygankov the next Shevchenko?
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superb performances in leading the offen
sive attack. Capable of playing solo or with 
more support from a striking partner, 
Yaremchuk has been a key cog of manager 
Jorge Jesus’ systems and a feature of their 
unbeaten start to the competitive season.

A tall, physically strong presence, 
Yaremchuk has provided something differ
ent to Benfica’s other forwards this season, 
proving to be a highly effective replacement 
for the injured Haris Seferovic. Yaremchuk 
is more technically gifted with the ball at 
his feet than his Swiss counterpart, perhaps 
explaining his smooth transition to the 
Eagles. He has linked smoothly with the 
club’s other great technicians, Rafa Silva 
and Joao Mario.

Yaremchuk scored two goals in Benfica’s 
31 win over Vitoria Guimaraes on 
September 25, another highclass contribu
tion from the Ukrainian who is proving to 
be one of the Primeira Liga’s best buys of 
the summer with four goals and four 
assists to his name through only seven 
appearances with the club. Benfica wants 
their title back in 20212022, and thus far it 
appears this club will be tough to stop. This 
will prove especially so if Yaremchuk con
tinues his deadly form.

Koreniuk a multi-national talent
The son of a Ukrainian father and Dutch 

mother, Kai Koreniuk was born in Ormond 
Beach, Fla., on March 1, 1998. The 23year
old, 6foottall, 185pound forward/winger 
made his professional debut with Vitesse 
Arnhem of the Eredivisie in the 
Netherlands, playing nearly four seasons 
with the club. During his final season with 
Vitesse in 2017, Koreniuk scored 10 goals 
in 19 games for the club’s under21 team in 
Holland’s second division.

He joined Dutch soccer club AZ Alkmaar 

in June 2017 on a free transfer. He made his 
Eerste Divisie debut for the club’s U21 
team, Jong AZ in August 2017 against RKC 
Waal Wijk. In his first season, he made 21 
appearances, scoring two goals and adding 
one assist.

Internationally, Koreniuk has dressed 
for the Netherlands U16 National Team 
on three occasions, and made six appear
ances for the Netherlands U18 National 
Team, recording two goals. Koreniuk has 
also played for the United States U17 
Men’s National Team four times, scoring 
one goal.

He played varsity soccer for Seabreeze 
High School in Daytona Beach, Fla., in 2012
2013 before moving to the Netherlands to 
further his soccer career the following 
summer. In March 2019, Koreniuk joined 
the USL Championship team L.A. Galaxy II. 
He enjoyed a strong debut season in the 
Galaxy organization in 2019 with 11 goals 
in 31 appearances. He graduated to the 
Galaxy’s first team in 2020, signing an MLS 
deal before the MLS is Back Tournament. In 
four games he scored one goal.

Koreniuk did not see much game action, 
playing garbage time minutes with then
coach Guillermo Barros Schelotto, who was 
unwilling to rotate his lineup or use his 
substitutes. The youngster was left on the 
outside looking in and his situation became 
even more frustrating after the coronavirus 
outbreak. He showed a glimpse of his offen
sive potential on October 18, 2020, when 
he scored a stoppagetime winner against 
the Vancouver Whitecaps.

Koreniuk is a developing player who can 
provide depth on the wing for the Galaxy in 
2021 after scoring his first MLS goal in 
2020. He was loaned back to L.A. Galaxy II 
to gain valuable playing time. He has scored 
three goals in 10 appearances through the 
end of September 2021.

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@
sfgsports.com.

(Continued from page 16)
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Kai Koreniuk is a forward and winger with the L.A. Galaxy.
Facebook.com/kkoreniuk

the online interactive version, a down
loadable and printable version will also be 
made available.

This inaugural edition is a “beta” issue 
and the OYM is looking for feedback from 
readers, youth, parents and parishes 
regarding what they like and what they 
think should be changed. The name, UOC 
Youth, is a working title and organizers 
are looking for suggestions to name the 
new magazine.

The 15page inaugural issue, geared 
toward grade school youth, includes sec
tions for both youth, parents and clergy. 
Readers can learn about the lives of the 
saints, with a feature that explains pre
Nativity fasts, Christmas Eve supper tradi
tions and how the youth can lend a hand 
in preparation of those celebrations. The 
issue also includes examples of church 
music for the Nativity season, ways to 
encourage caroling among parish commu
nities, crafting project ideas, and sugges
tions for parish members with auditory 

processing concerns during caroling, as 
well as recommended reading for addi
tional enrichment for the home and the 
parish.

The next full edition, scheduled for 
release in March, will have both the grade 
school and teen versions available.

The goal of this ministry is the integra
tion of each young person fully into the 
total life of the church, so that Orthodox 
Christians can live the Orthodox faith 
daily. That includes worship, witness, ser
vice, learning and fellowship. The Office of 
Youth and Young Adult Ministry is dedi
cated to designing and managing ministry 
to meet the needs of varying age groups 
within the church. This is accomplished by 
training youth ministers, developing and 
providing national programs and resource 
materials for parishes.

The OYM prays that this new resource 
deepens the faith of the youth and their 
relationship to Jesus Christ. Readers are 
encouraged to send their thoughts, ideas 
and reactions to uocyouth@aol.com. 
Additional information can be found by 
visiting the OYM website, https://uocyo
uth.org/uocyouthinteractivemagazine.

(Continued from page 11)
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often seem to be at an impasse. Instead of 
seeing policy and academic representa
tives as talking past one another, the con
ference will create a space for dialogue. 
Conference organizers believe it is impor
tant to tackle these conversations from all 
angles.

The fourth and final panel will explore 
policy priorities, and it will attempt to 
bring all of these angles together to discuss 
both domestic concerns and Ukraine’s 
international relations – not just with 
Russia and the U.S., but with the world.

The conference schedule is available at 

https://huri.harvard.edu/tcupconference, 
where readers can also learn more about 
conference speakers. The conference is 
open to the public, but registration is 
required. To register, readers can visit 
https://harvard.zoom.us/webinar/regis
ter/WN_n0_nN8a8TZObIJvibuv4YQ.

Readers can learn more about the 
Temerty Contemporary Ukraine Program, 
the program’s publications, and research 
being done by TCUP at the program’s web
site, https://huri.harvard.edu/temerty
contemporaryukraineprogram.

Dr. Emily ChannellJustice is the director 
of the Temerty Contemporary Ukraine 
Program at Harvard University’s Ukrainian 
Research Institute.

(Continued from page 11)
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used to shoot down the jet “was provided 
by Russia with a crew to the separatists” 
and that the area from which the missile 
was launched was “under the effective con
trol of Russia.” Ms. Koopman added that 
relatives of the victims were still waiting for 
an admission of responsibility. MH17 was 
flying from Amsterdam to Kuala Lumpur 
when it was shot down. Some 193 of the 
victims were Dutch citizens. Despite com
pelling evidence, Russia denies providing 
military assistance to separatist forces in 
parts of eastern Ukraine that have waged 
war against Kyiv since April 2014. More 

than 13,200 people have been killed in the 
conflict. In 2016, an international joint 
investigation team (JIT) determined that 
MH17 was shot down by a Buk antiaircraft 
system that had been brought to Ukraine 
from Russia the same day and which 
returned to Russia – minus one missile – 
after the jet was shot down. The JIT later 
determined the Buk had been provided by 
the Russian 53rd Antiaircraft Brigade 
based in Kursk. Since 2020, four people – 
three Russians and a Ukrainian – have been 
on trial in absentia in the Netherlands for 
their alleged roles in the MH17 downing. 
Dutch prosecutors in December asked the 
court to hand down life sentences to all the 
defendants. (RFE/RL, with reporting by AP 
and Reuters)

(Continued from page 14)
NEWSBRIEFS

fathers and grandfathers who gave their 
lives for what God promises to every 
human being: freedom and dignity.

The war in Ukraine is real. It kills, maims 
and destroys daily. An escalated Russian 
invasion will generate additional millions of 
refugees, more dead and injured, more 
tears and pain. Still, the people of Ukraine 
courageously endure. As they stand with a 
gun to their head, they ask for our solidarity.

What can we do?
Pray. Pray for peace and justice in 

Ukraine. God is the Lord of history and the 
Lover of Humankind. His grace changes the 
most hardened hearts. Ukraine was brutal
ly invaded, its territory annexed, the soci
ety traumatized. May God convert the pro
moters of violence. May God protect 
Ukraine and its people from further harm.

Be informed. Know the facts and fight 
falsehood in a posttruth public debate 
being warped by Russian disinformation. 
Inform others. The world cannot look 
away; you should not look away. Seek and 
share the truth, which gives authentic free
dom and wisdom.

Support. There is a huge humanitarian 
crisis in Ukraine. People near the frontline 

often lack the basics – clean water, food, 
clothes, medicine. Heal the wounds. Help 
the victims of this senseless invasion. 
Donations can be sent to: https://
ukrarcheparchy.us/donate.

May God’s gift of human dignity and 
freedom be honored and protected in 
Ukraine and throughout the world!

Give ear to my prayer, O God;
And hide not thyself from my  

  supplication…
I am distraught by the noise of the enemy,
Because of the oppression of the wicked…
But I will trust in thee. (Ps. 55, 1,23; 23)

+ Borys Gudziak 
Metropolitan Archbishop of Philadelphia of 

Ukrainian Catholics in the United States, 
and Head of the Department of External 

Church Relations for the Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic Church

+Paul Chomnycky, OSBM 
Eparch of Stamford

+Benedict Aleksiychuk 
Eparch of St. Nicholas in Chicago

+ Bohdan J. Danylo 
Eparch of St. Josaphat in Parma

+Andriy Rabiy 
Auxiliary Bishop of Philadelphia

(Continued from page 5)
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LIKE
Want to keep up to date on developments in Ukraine?

The Ukrainian Weekly  
on Facebook!
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countries, composed of Georgia, Ukraine, 
Azerbaijan and Moldova, was established 
and continues to function as a counter
weight to the Russialed Commonwealth of 
Independent States (CIS). Thus, from 
Moscow’s perspective, it is an antiRussian 
group. If Messrs. Aliyev and Zelenskyy are 
able to create the corridor they referred to 
at their summit, it would weaken Russia’s 
influence across the former Soviet space. 
Moreover, development of this intraGUAM 
transit route would increase the ability of 
these countries to integrate not only with 
Europe but with China, which itself has 
previously expressed interest in the GUAM 
area as part of a transcontinental route 
(Fpri.org, June 9, 2017).

Second, the AliyevZelenskyy meeting 
revived longstanding Russian fears that 
GUAM is a device Turkey is using to expand 
its influence in the former Soviet space. 
Those concerns come and go, but after the 
Kyiv meeting Russian commentators are 
again sounding the alarm. Moscowbased 
military specialist Aleksandr Zhilin, for 
example, said in a recent interview that 
what is going on is an attempt by Ankara 
(Baku’s closest and most important ally) to 
enlist the GUAM countries in its expansion
ist plans, a fear echoed by others who 
argue that it is even possible Messrs. Aliyev 
and Zelenskyy discussed having Turkey 
become a member of GUAM (Radio Komso
mol skaya Pravda, January 17; Moscow 
Echo, January 15). Were that to happen, the 
grouping would become a far more potent 
force because it would extend beyond the 
borders of the former Soviet Union and 
directly involve a North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO) member state in the 
former Soviet space. Such a fortified group
ing could, ostensibly, then be used against 
Russia, including against Moscow’s forces 
in Ukraine.

Finally, the third and overriding reason 
for Moscow’s “nervousness” about the Kyiv 
meeting, according to Bakubased com
mentators (Zerkalo.az, January 16), is that 
it highlighted how, 30 years after the 
breakup of the Soviet Union, the formerly 
constituent republics are increasingly 
going their own way. That trend makes it 
far more difficult for Moscow to credibly 
claim that it has rights over the entire post
Soviet space and demand that the West 
recognize it. GUAM, even following the 

recent AliyevZelenskyy summit, remains 
more a specter than a reality, but it is a 
specter that haunts the Kremlin 
(Kavkazgeoclub.ru, January 22). And if that 
grouping does take on new life, then at a 
minimum that would mean that Western 
powers, including the United States, will be 
less inclined to accept the former Soviet 
space as a geopolitical reality. As such, this 
should make them increasingly willing to 
view the countries that emerged from the 
disintegration of the Soviet Union as inde
pendent actors, whose rights and indepen
dence from Moscow must not only be rec
ognized but defended.

Such an attitude – particularly if accom
panied by solid policy consequences – nat
urally challenges Mr. Putin’s own regional 
understanding and approach. So, Moscow 
views the meeting in Kyiv as a threat, 
despite whatever words Mr. Aliyev may 
have offered to placate his Russian coun
terpart.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)
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19THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, JANUARY 30, 2022No. 5

February 4 Conversation with Myroslava Gongadze, The Power of
New York Passion Ukrainian Institute of America, series,
 www.ukrainianinstitute.org

February 4-28 Art exhibit, “Home Away From Home” by Tatiana Dulyaba, 
Chicago Ukrainian National Museum, www.tanyadulyaba.com or 
 www.ukrainiannationalmuseum.org

February 5 Chervona Kalyna Cotillion Ball, with presentation of 
Pearl River, NY debutantes, Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization, 
 Hilton Pearl River, www.kalynadeb.org

February 7-11 Conference, “Beyond Borderland: 30 Years of Ukrainian 
Online Sovereignty,” featuring keynote speaker Ambassador Marie 
 Yovanovitch, Temerty Contemporary Ukraine Program,
 Harvard University, duncansmith@fas.harvard.edu 

February 12 Presentation of Debutantes, Ukrainian Engineers’ Society 
Philadelphia of America, The Bellevue Hotel, 610-277-1284 or 
 hewko@verizon.net

February 18 Literary evening with writer and poet Oksana Lutsyshyna, 
Philadelphia Ukrainian League of Philadelphia, 215-776-1004 or 
 www.ukrainianleague.com

February 19 Presentation of Debutantes, Ukrainian American Youth 
Parsippany, NJ Association, Sheraton Parsippany Hotel, 
 https://cym.org/en/us/deb-tickets

February 19 Winter Ball and Presentation of Debutantes, Ukrainian 
Troy, MI Engineers’ Society of America – Detroit Branch, with music 
 by Svitanok, Detroit Marriott – Troy, dksawicky@gmail.com

February 19 Concert, “Enchanted Melodies,” performed by the Horszowski 
New York Trio (Jesse Mills, violin; Ole Akahoshi, cello; Rieko Aizawa, 
 piano; Solomiya Ivakhiv, violin; and Emi Ohi Resnik, viola), 
 Ukrainian Institute of America, www.ukrainianinstitute.org 

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

We would like to express our sincere gratitude to everyone, 
who has so generously supported and continues to support

the St. John’s Charitable Fund 
throughout the years.

� anks to your generosity, we have been able to provide
thousands of people in Ukraine with food, clothing, 

medical supplies and so much more.
 

We invite you to join us at

St. John’s Ukrainian Catholic Church in Newark, NJ
on Sunday, February 6, 2022 at 10:00 AM

for a special Divine Liturgy in honor of all of our donors.
If you are unable to attend in person, please join us virtually 

via Live Stream on Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/watch/St.JohnUkrainianCatholic
ChurchNewarkNJ/

 
May God bless you for your continuing support!

St. John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Church
719 Sanford Avenue, Newark, NJ 07106
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