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by Mark Raczkiewycz

KYIV – After more than a month, Russian 
President Vladimir Putin publicly com-
mented on his country’s ongoing military 
buildup along Ukraine’s state borders as 
the supply of and pledges for more defen-
sive weapons to Kyiv poured in from the 
West.

The largest concentration of forces in 
Europe since the end of the Cold War has 
been accompanied by a second massive 
cyberattack on Ukraine this year as well as 
a heap of anonymous bomb scares across 
the country. They have all been attributed 
to Russia.

Putin signals diplomacy still open amid military  
buildup as Western weapons flow into Ukraine

(Continued on page 3)

by Mark Raczkiewycz

KYIV – Ukrainian Foreign Affairs 
Minister Dmytro Kuleba calls his country’s 
flurry of meetings since the New Year with 
foreign envoys “network” diplomacy.

That language comes in lieu of the more 
fre quently used “shuttle” diplomacy that he 
described as a Cold War relic during an online 
briefing with journalists on February 2.

As case in point, the heads of four gov-
ernments – all NATO countries – visited 
Ukraine this week. Beyond showing soli-
darity in the face of ongoing Russian 
aggression, they came with either pledges 
or deliveries of financial assistance and 
defensive weapons. To the direct north, 
northwest and northeast, 100 kilometers 
from Ukraine’s borders, about 130,000 
well-equipped Russian soldiers and weap-
onry sit stationed and ready.

The first envoy, Polish Prime Minister 
Mateusz Morawiecki, visited Kyiv on 
February 1. His government has pledged to 
provide Ukraine with defense weapons, 
including upgraded air-defense rocket 
launchers.

British Prime Minister Boris Johnson 
arrived the following day. His government 
had already delivered sophisticated anti-
armor weapons and then pledged $118 
million in financial assistance to Ukraine.

He was succeeded by Mark Rutte, the 
prime minister of the Netherlands, whose 
government said it would help Ukraine 
form a team of cybersecurity experts. His 
foreign affairs minister, Wopke Hoekstra, 
previously said the Netherlands would look 
sympathetically at a request from Ukraine 
for a supply of defensive weapons.

And Recep Tayyip Erdogan, president of 
NATO member Turkey, was in Kyiv on 
February 3, having already sold battle-test-
ed combat drones to Ukraine. He and Mr. 
Zelenskyy signed a free-trade agreement that 
has been negotiated since 2010 and which is 
expected to add 2 percent in economic 
growth to each country. And Ukrainian 
Defense Minister Oleksiy Reznikov also 
announced that both countries signed a 

Four government leaders visit Ukraine in sign of unity amid 
Russian menace, pledge weapons and financial support

(Continued on page 16)

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy (left) stands with Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan in Kyiv on February 3.

Ukrinform
British Prime Minister Boris Johnson (left) and Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy held a joint briefing with journalists on February 1 at the Mariinsky 

Palace in Kyiv.

Office of the President of Ukraine

U.S., Russia clash during contentious U.N. security council meeting over Ukraine
by Roman Tymotsko

KYIV – During a contentious meeting on 
January 31 at the United Nations Security 
Council in which officials sought to deesca-
late tensions over Ukraine, the U.S. and 
Russia traded accusations and each sought 
to portray the other side as being responsi-
ble for the current situation.

Russia has steadily built up a military 
force of some 130,000 personnel, equip-
ment and heavy weapons along the border 
with Ukraine (including in Belarus), in the 
occupied parts of Donetsk and Luhansk, 
and in Crimea, which Russia illegally 
annexed in 2014. It is the largest concen-
tration of forces in Europe since the end of 
the Cold War.

At the Security Council meeting in New 
York, Russian Ambassador Vasily Neben-
zya kicked off a blistering attack, accusing 
the United States of “provoking escala-
tion” by saying Moscow was preparing to 
invade Ukraine.

“You’re waiting for it to happen, as if 
you want your words to become a reality,” 

Mr. Nebenzya said in remarks directed 
toward U.S. Ambassador Linda Thomas-
Greenfield.

The meeting of the 15-member 
Security Council, initiated at the request of 
the United States in coordination with 

Ukraine, was convened to ask the Russian 
Federation why it had so dramatically 
increased its military presence along 
Ukraine’s borders.

(Continued on page 15)

Speaking during a meeting of the U.N. Security Council in New York City on January 
31, Serhiy Kyslytsia, Ukraine’s ambassador to the U.N., told members of the Council 

that Ukraine was “well aware of Russia’s history of ploys and provocations.”

UN Web TV
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Buildup ‘not sufficient’ for invasion

Ukraine says Russian forces near its bor-
der are not yet large enough to conduct a 
full-scale invasion, even as the United 
States continues to insist an attack could be 
“imminent.” Russia has amassed more than 
100,000 combat-ready troops and heavy 
equipment near Ukraine and in Crimea in 
what the United States has said could be a 
prelude to an invasion. “At this moment, by 
the assessment of Ukraine and its partners, 
this number and composition of [Russian] 
forces is not sufficient for a full-scale inva-
sion,” Ukrainian Foreign Affairs Minister 
Dmytro Kuleba told foreign media in an 
interview on February 2. “However, we 
keep vigilant, we keep monitoring further 
dynamics,” he said. The Biden administra-
tion late last month announced it would 
evacuate family members of embassy offi-
cials in Ukraine and advised Americans to 
leave the country as it repeatedly warned 
that a Russian invasion was possible. Mr. 
Kuleba said the decision by the United 
States and a handful of other governments 
to advise their citizens to leave Ukraine was 
premature. He said there had been talk of 
an imminent war for weeks and the fact 
that nothing had yet happened is a sign 
that diplomacy and deterrence have been 
working. He called on the West to come to a 
final agreement on what sanctions it would 
place on Russia should it invade Ukraine 
and make those measures known to the 
Kremlin now. The United States and its 
European allies have warned Russia that it 
will impose severe economic penalties on 
the country and supply more weapons to 
Ukraine in the event of an invasion. Shortly 
after Mr. Kuleba’s interview, the Pentagon 
announced plans to send about 3,000 
troops to Poland, Romania and Germany, 
but the United States has said it will not 
send troops to Ukraine. However, differenc-
es remain among Western governments 
about which sanctions to implement. 
Russia has denied it intends to attack 
Ukraine and says it has the right to move its 
forces inside its own borders as it sees fit. 
However, Russia has also placed thousands 
of troops and equipment inside Belarus 
near Ukraine’s border as it prepares to hold 
joint military exercises with its ally. Mr. 

Kuleba said there was no rationale for the 
buildup “except Russia putting pressure on 
Ukraine and [the] wider Euro-Atlantic 
space.” Russian President Vladimir Putin is 
seeking to stop Ukraine from joining NATO 
as part of his larger push to redraw 
Europe’s post-Cold War security frame-
work in Moscow’s favor. Mr. Putin, bol-
stered by a stronger military and a divided 
West, wants to end NATO’s eastern expan-
sion and roll back its gains over the past 
three decades. Central and East European 
countries rushed to join NATO following 
the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991 
after decades under Moscow’s control. The 
United States and its allies have rejected 
those demands, saying they violate core 
Western values, including the right of coun-
tries to determine their own geopolitical 
course and military alliances. Mr. Kuleba 
dismissed the idea that Ukraine should end 
its NATO ambitions and declare neutrality 
like Austria as a way to appease Russia. He 
said Ukraine had neutrality written into its 
constitution when Russia invaded in 2014 
following the overthrow of Kremlin-leaning 
President Viktor Yanukovych. Neutrality 
“did not stop [Mr. Putin] from attacking us 
in 2014. It is hard to see why it would stop 
him now,” Mr. Kuleba said. He also rejected 
Russia’s claim that Mr. Yanukovych was 
toppled in a coup d’état, calling it disinfor-
mation. He said Mr. Yanukovych fled the 
country, forcing parliament to hold new 
elections. (RFE/RL)

Russia must de-escalate crisis

U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken 
has urged the “immediate” de-escalation 
and withdrawal of troops by Russia from 
areas near Ukraine’s borders. In a state-
ment issued after Mr. Blinken spoke on 
February 1 with his Russian counterpart 
Sergei Lavrov, the State Department said 
the top U.S. diplomat further reiterated 
Washington’s commitment to Ukraine’s 
sovereignty and territorial integrity, as well 
as the right of all countries to determine 
their own foreign policy and alliances. “The 
Secretary urged immediate Russian de-
escalation and the withdrawal of troops 
and equipment from Ukraine’s borders,” 

(Continued on page 12)

 NEWS ANALYSIS

by Richard Arnold
Eurasia Daily Monitor

Amidst the Russian military buildup on 
the border with Ukraine and speculation 
about whether the Kremlin will, indeed, 
again invade (see Eurasia Daily Monitor, 
January 18, 20, 27), the analytical discus-
sion has focused less on what pretext(s) for 
war Moscow might put forward to “legiti-
mate” any such invasion. However, one 
such candidate has recently come from the 
mouthpiece of the Dikoe Pole (“Wild Field”) 
Cossack Army in occupied eastern Ukraine.

Cossacks have become an instrument of 
Russian “hybrid war” as well as “soft 
power” throughout the former Soviet space 
and around the world (see Jamestown.org, 
June 25, 2019; Ponarseurasia.org, 
December 13), a development that stems 
from the Kremlin commandeering Cossack 
revival groups since the 1990s. Moscow-
organized Cossack “armies” or “hosts” (the 
Russian term can be translated either way) 
now exist in practically every region of the 
Russian Federation as well as in other 
countries and focus mainly on education, 
military preparation and ecological service, 
such as fighting forest fires (though some 
non-Kremlin-organized movements persist 
as well). In certain Russian regions, 
Cossacks also provide security through 
street patrols, although the scope of their 
legal powers remains unclear. Over the past 
year, the Kremlin took steps to institution-

alize a genuinely national Russian Cossack 
movement, appointing Nikolai Doluda as 
the ataman (“chief”) of the new entity 
(Vsko.ru, accessed January 31; see EDM, 
January 22, 2021; see Commentaries, May 
21, 2021).

In Ukraine’s war-torn eastern Donbas, 
the Moscow-backed separatist “Luhansk 
People’s Republic” (LPR) features its own, 
local Cossack organizations (see Commen-
taries, July 16, 2019) – including the afore-
mentioned Dikoe Pole Army. The origins of 
this Kremlin-aligned movement in occu-
pied Luhansk are unclear, but the earliest 
dated entry in what seems to be the official 
blog of the Dikoe Pole Cossacks comes from 
November 2019. This first post notably 
refers to an administrative decision to 
establish symbols and uniforms for the 
Cossack Cadet Corps, a children’s organiza-
tion in the LPR (Dikoe-pole.info, November 
11, 2019). Like many such officially recog-
nized Cossack hosts in Russia, the central 
stated concern of this Cossack organization 
in the LPR is ostensibly education and 
assisting with public activities, such as New 
Year’s festivities or organizing a charity run 
to raise money for healthcare in Luhansk 
(Dikoe-pole.info, January 1). Dikoe Pole 
resembles an authentic civil society actor 
but is, in fact, what social scientists refer to 
as a government-organized non-govern-
mental organization (GONGO) – a front for 

by Grigory Ioffe
Eurasia Daily Monitor

On January 28, President Alyaksandr 
Lukashenka delivered his state of the coun-
try address to the Belarusian parliament 
(YouTube, January 28). This is an annual 
event, though in 2021 he skipped it alto-
gether. This last speech lasted 2 hours and 
36 minutes; in addition, Mr. Lukashenka 
spent an hour responding to questions. 
Each theme of the address was accompa-
nied by a tagline on the screen behind the 
speaker: for example, “The Escapees’ 
Program,” about the members of the oppo-
sition who fled Belarus in the wake of the 
August-September 2020 crackdown on 
post-election protests; or “Defense and 
Consolidation,” when the topic of Mr. 
Lukashenka’s remarks turned to propping 
up socio-political unity. Indeed, a demon-
stration of unity was the overarching goal of 
the address and its refrain. In such a way, 
Mr. Lukashenka’s speech not only marginal-
ized the aforementioned escapees but all 
those who participated in the protests. The 
Belarusian leader called upon the impelled 
emigrants to return home and beg for for-
giveness because their fate in the West, 
ostensibly already unenviable, is bound to 
worsen, he asserted. In a semi-serious fash-
ion, he declared a special commission could 
be organized to accept those returnees, who 
would only be required to pay some fines 
because compensating the state in full for 
what they had done is beyond their means.

On the possibility of the Belarusian army 
participating in a war, Mr. Lukashenka said 
it could happen only under two circum-
stances: military aggression against 

Belarus itself or against Russia. He insisted 
that 1.5-2 million Belarusians have to be 
trained to use a gun, a rifle and even a 
machine-gun. He also confirmed that it was 
he who initiated the current Belarusian-
Russian military drills (see Eurasia Daily 
Monitor, January 26), which are needed to 
make sure “we can defend our southern 
flank,” i.e., the border with Ukraine. He 
pledged that “we will return our Ukraine to 
the bosom of Slavdom.”

As for other non-Russian neighbors, he 
castigated the Lithuanian authorities, juxta-
posing them against ordinary Lithuanians, 
who are reportedly friendly toward Belarus. 
As a matter of fact, a recent seven-member 
Lithuanian delegation from the Dawn of 
Justice public movement, headed by the for-
mer leader of the Socialist Front, Algirdas 
Paleckis, was supposed to demonstrate this 
friendliness. According to somewhat awk-
ward reasoning by the Lithuanian pundit 
Vitis Jurkonis, the fact that this low-level 
delegation was received by Belarus’s for-
eign affairs minister smacked of despera-
tion on the part of Minsk, especially against 
the backdrop of Svetlana Tikhanovskaya, 
one of those opposition “escapees,” regular-
ly hobnobbing with Western heads of state 
(Delfi, January 17). But in his address to the 
nation, Mr. Lukashenka was careful not to 
demonstrate anything even remotely 
resemb ling desperation. He accused the 
authorities in Vilnius of so “overzealous[ly] 
selling their foreign policy adventures to 
the Americans” that the latter must, at 
times, restrain them. He also suggested that 
Poland’s Belarus policy is all about Russia 

Dikoe Pole Cossacks in occupied 
Luhansk: Russian aides de guerre?

Lukashenka’s state of the country address: 
No contrition and no exit
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Ukraine now says there are roughly 
130,000 well-equipped Russian soldiers, or 
54-56 battalion tactical groups (BTG), on or 
near its state border. Open-source intelli-
gence groups say at least one nearby air-
field has been noticed in the region, as well 
as tanks, radar-jamming equipment, 7,000 
tons of fuel, self-propelled artillery and 
other weapon ordinances.

In contrast, Russia deployed up to 10 
BTGs, or about 8,000 troops, in the hottest 
phase of the ongoing Russo-Ukrainian war 
in mid-2014 to early 2015.

The National Police of Ukraine reported 
that 945 fake bomb threat reports were 
made nationwide in January. Eighty-nine 
percent targeted educational institutions. 
Airports were targeted 51 times and sub-
way stations 59 times, disrupting the daily 
routine of many Ukrainians.

Starting on January 13, a social engi-
neering cyberattack was launched that saw 
emails sent from legitimate judicial 
addresses to recipients. The messages con-
tained a malware known as Remote Access 
Trojan (RAT) and that particular hack was 
meant to exploit the public’s fear of the 
courts. Some messages bypassed spam fil-
ters because they were sent from real 
addresses. Another attack the same month 
struck more than 70 government websites, 
defacing some while penetrating others. 
That hack caused unknown damage.

Moscow has dismissed the allegations as 
“fake news,” according to Kremlin spokes-
person Dmitry Peskov.

Militarily, NATO, the U.S. and Britain say 
Russia is poised to further advance en 
masse any day. Meanwhile, Ukraine has 
started mobilizing territorial defense units 
and publicizing where bomb shelters are 
located as the populous remains anxious 
yet defiant.

 A rally in support of growing interna-
tional support for Ukraine, called Thanks 
Friends, took place in downtown Kyiv on 
January 30.

On February 1, Mr. Zelenskyy signed a 
decree to bolster the armed forces by 
100,000 personnel to 361,000 in three 
years, and this year minimum monthly 
wages for members of the military rose to 
13,000 hryvnias ($464).

As the country is increasingly surround-
ed, Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy did not dispute the menace of a 
full-scale invasion. His interpretation of 

how that threat could manifest itself has 
differed with Western assessments. Mr. 
Zelenskyy has said that current threat is 
part of Russian psychological coercion. His 
approach to counter the threat is called an 
“ostrich” strategy by military experts.

Mr. Putin so far has eschewed talks in 
any format with his counterpart, Mr. 
Zelenskyy, to diffuse tensions. On February 
1, the Russian president said none of his 
country’s “fundamental concerns” were 
taken into account.  The U.S. and NATO pro-
vided written responses to those concerns. 
They were sent to Moscow last week and 
they addressed two draft treaties Moscow 
put forth in December.

Speaking in Moscow alongside his close 
ally in Europe, Hungarian Prime Minister 
Viktor Orban, the Kremlin leader said he 
wanted to find a solution to the impasse.

“I hope that we will eventually find a 
solution, although we realize that it’s not 
going to be easy,” Mr. Putin said.

The demands Russia has made include 
NATO abandoning its open-door policy of 
accepting new members, including for 
Ukraine. Russia has also demanded that 
NATO cease military activity in eastern and 
central European countries and that certain 

missile systems be removed from those 
countries.

Meanwhile, the U.S. delivered a sixth 
planeload of weapons to Ukraine this month. 
More than 500 tons have already been deliv-
ered, the Defense Ministry said. The 
Netherlands and Poland became the latest 
countries to approve military assistance. 
Both have promised air-defense systems, a 
glaring weak spot in Ukraine’s defense that 
the country desperately must address.

British Prime Minister Boris Johnson 
visited Kyiv on February 1 on the back of 
more than 2,000 light anti-armor weapons 
his country has supplied to Ukraine. During 
the visit, Mr. Johnson announced $118 mil-
lion in new funding to strengthen Ukraine’s 
resilience in the face of bellicose Russian 
behavior.

Moscow denies it plans to make further 
military inroads into Ukraine. Yet, this 
hasn’t assuaged fears in the West or among 
Ukrainians.

The most recent indications came earlier 
this week when Western media published 
reports that Russia moved medical units, 
including supplies of blood, to the 
Ukrainian border. The Defense Ministry 
subsequently refuted the reports.

Speaking of Russia’s buildup, U.S. 
General Mark Milley warned of “horrific” 
consequences and massive casualties 
should a further invasion occur.

Although Ukrainian Defense Minister 
Oleksiy Reznikov acknowledged that 
Russia’s military buildup could be increased 
further as joint drills in Belarus commence 
on February 10, he said the concentration 
couldn’t be described as a complete offen-
sive formation to further invade Ukraine.

The White House dismissed as a red her-
ring Mr. Putin’s concern over NATO and 
Ukraine receiving assistance.

“In our view, do we have sympathy? I 
mean … when the fox is screaming from the 
top of the henhouse that he’s scared of the 
chickens, which is essentially what they’re 
[Russia is] doing, that fear isn’t reported as 
a statement of fact,” White House spokes-
person Jen Psaki said on February 1. “And 
as you watch President Putin screaming 
about the fear of Ukraine and the 
Ukrainians, that should not be reported as 
a statement of fact.”

“We know who the fox is in this case,” 
Ms. Psaki said. “We have seen the buildup 
of troops at the border. We have seen them 
move troops to Belarus, on another border.”

Perhaps most frustrating is that Russia’s 
rhetoric doesn’t match its actions, Mr. 
Zelenskyy said in a briefing with journalists 
on January 28.

He questioned why Russia, which start-
ed amassing forces last April, “needs so 
many soldiers to frequently hold so many 
[military] drills … and why specifically here 
along our [common] border?”

He added that Russia’s goal is to “break” 
Ukraine. The army maneuvers, Mr. 
Zelenskyy said, cause “a high-risk situation 
… it’s sadomasochism.”

He facetiously reacted to the Kremlin’s 
comments that it is ready to meet in Sochi 
for talks but not on the war in eastern 
Ukraine that Russia started unprovoked in 
2014 to the cost of 14,000 lives.

“Why Sochi?” the Ukrainian president 
asked, “to go skiing?”

He then mockingly offered the Black Sea 
coastal city of Odesa as another venue “to 
go swimming.”

Mr. Zelenskyy insisted there are other 
topics beyond the conventional war, such as 
exchange of prisoners, that also need to be 
discussed.

“People don’t understand the value of 
human life. Do you [Russia] enjoy people 
rotting away in prisons? … That’s what this 
is about; there are many issues and chal-
lenges” to discuss, Mr. Zelenskyy said.

The West, including the U.S. and Britain, 
have promised immediate and severe sanc-
tions should Russia further encroach on 
Ukraine. They haven’t specified if the impo-
sition of measures includes evidence of 
cyberwarfare or other unconventional 
means of attacking Ukraine.

Britain and the U.S. have threatened Mr. 
Putin and his coterie with sanctions, 
together with coordinated sectoral mea-
sures taken together with the European 
Union, that would target industries and 
Russia’s debt sold on financial markets.

U.S. President Joe Biden said on January 
31 that “diplomacy” is the “best way for-
ward, but with Russia continuing its build-
up of its forces around Ukraine, we are 
ready no matter what happens.”

On February 2, he ordered 3,000 U.S. 
troops to be sent to bolster eastern 
European NATO allies.

In Kyiv, Mr. Johnson of Britain said that 
sanctions would “pinpoint the strategic and 
commercial interests” of Russia and would 
be triggered “the minute” there is a further 
invasion.

(Continued from page 1)

Putin signals...

A map shows the position of Russian troops, including those permanently stationed in 
the area and newly arrived units as of February 1

Rochan Consulting, BBC

Nearly 1,000 anonymous bomb threats in January were made across Ukraine in what is 
believed to be a component of Russia’s toolbox of hybrid warfare against its neighbor.

National Police of Ukraine

An activist holds a sign that says “thank 
you” in different languages. It was a ges-
ture of gratitude toward countries that 
have supplied weapons to Ukraine and it 
came during a rally in Kyiv on January 
30 organized by the civil society group 

the Movement to Resist Capitulation.

rok.org.ua
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Russia menaces while Ukrainians heed calls for civil-defense training

by Mike Eckel
RFE/RL

KYIV – Weapons training, which fea-
tured a piece of pressed composite wood 
cut in the shape of a rifle, was going well for 
18-year-old Anna Kuksa until she pivoted 
to her left, as ordered by her camouflaged 
trainer. One of her fellow students turned 
to the right, and they collided and tripped 
over each other.

Thirty minutes later, Ms. Kuksa and her 
friend Maria, whose painted green finger-
nails and panda-bear knapsack contrasted 
with the fatigues and patterned backpacks 
of the other participants, took a break from 
the cold. They laughed off the incident.

“We’re in a war situation now. We need 
to defend not just the country but our 

home city. We have to know how to act if 
Russia attacks,” said Ms. Kuksa, a student at 
a Kyiv medical college. “This is what we 
need to do – what everyone needs to do.”

And so, on a snowy Sunday morning 
with temperatures hovering at freezing and 
puddles of slush tormenting pedestrians, 
several hundred people – mostly men, 
many in camouflage or all-black clothing – 
stood at attention on the grounds of an 
abandoned heavy machinery factory on 
Kyiv’s western outskirts, yelling, “Glory to 
Ukraine!” when called on.

Their mission: drilling on what to do if 
Russia launches what some Western offi-
cials say could be the biggest military 
action in Europe since World War II.

In recent months, civil-defense training 
has mushroomed, in Kyiv and in other 

major cities, as Russia has menaced Ukraine 
with more than 100,000 troops deployed to 
its north, east, and south, along with some 
of its most sophisticated weaponry.

Some of it is being done through formal 
institutions like the Territorial Defense 
Forces, whose training is directly overseen 
by the Ukrainian Army.

But some is being done through once-pri-
vate militia groups and political organiza-
tions that played a major role in the early 
years of the fighting against Russia-backed 
separatist forces in the eastern Donbas 
region after 2014. At that time, Ukraine’s 
badly depleted and demoralized armed forc-
es struggled to withstand their onslaughts.

That includes National Corps, a far-right 
political organization that has drawn into 
its ranks veterans of some of Ukraine’s 
more notorious right-wing paramilitaries, 
including the Azov Battalion.

National Corps itself was labeled as a 
“nationalist hate group” in a 2018 U.S. State 
Department report. In papers filed in 2018 
in a U.S. federal court, the FBI noted Azov’s 
“association with neo-Nazi ideology and 
use of Nazi symbolism” and said it “is 
believed to have participated in training 
and radicalizing United States-based white 
supremacy organizations.”

“This is just one of numerous examples 
that illustrate that the government of 
Ukraine embraces far-right forces, includ-
ing internationally active forces like the 
Azov movement,” said Oleksiy Kuzmenko, a 
U.S.-based journalist and researcher who 
has written extensively about Ukrainian 
right-wing groups.

Asked for a similar comparison in anoth-
er Western country, Mr. Kuzmenko pointed 

But there’s just one thing

“We’re in a war situation now. ... We have to know how to act if Russia attacks,” said 
Anna Kuksa (left), a student at a medical college in Kyiv.

Maryan Kushnir, RFE/RL

Several hundred people, mostly men, underwent civil-defense training on the grounds 
of an abandoned heavy machinery factory on Kyiv’s western outskirts.

 NEWS ANALYSIS

Allied Resolve 2022: Moscow’s maskirovka operation
by Roger McDermott
Eurasia Daily Monitor

Russia’s Armed Forces continue to 
arrive in Belarus for the bilateral large-
scale military exercise Soyuznaya 
Reshimost (Allied Resolve) 2022, officially 
scheduled for February 10-20. These 
deployments, which add to the wider 
Russian force buildup in proximity to 
Ukraine’s borders (see Eurasia Daily 
Monitor, January 26), involves moving 
equipment, hardware, weapons systems 
and military personnel from the Eastern 
Military District (MD) as well as from other 
MDs. However, the size and scale of the 
movement of forces for what is cast as a 
joint military exercise appears to be con-
ceptualized in Moscow as a maskirovka 
(military deception) operation. Details 
regarding the force deployment indicate 
that the Russian military planning tran-
scends a standard exercise model. Russian 
Armed Forces units scheduled to partici-
pate in Allied Resolve 2022 will complete 
their deployment and combat readiness 
checks by February 9, prior to commencing 
the “exercise” (Mil.ru, February 1).

Allied Resolve 2022 occurs in the wider 
context of Russia’s unprecedented force 
massing close to Ukraine’s borders, which 
includes elements from Russia’s 11 com-
bined arms armies and one tank army. The 
size and scale of this is measured in terms 
of the estimated Ground Forces Battalion 
Tactical Groups (BTG), although all those 
being observed actually represent a prepo-

sitioning of hardware and weapons, mainly 
without military personnel. International 
attention on the buildup tends to portray 
this as a second variant following an earlier 
such arraying of forces in the spring of 
2021. In fact, it is one continuous buildup, 
which slowed in the run-up to Zapad 2021 
in September but then resumed later in the 
fall; much of the buildup elements moved 
in during March-April 2021 stayed in place 
(Twitter.com/konrad_muzyka, January 23).

By stark contrast, the Russian deploy-
ment to Belarus contains both hardware 
and military personnel. The size of the 
Russian Armed Forces elements sent to 
Belarus for Allied Resolve 2022 eclipses 
those that were there for Zapad 2021; 
reportedly involving up to 200 transporta-
tion trains comfortably deploying 20,000 
troops (Motolka.help/ru-news, January 
26). Declassified U.S. intelligence estimates 
referred to by Ambassador Linda Thomas-
Greenfield during the January 31 United 
Nations Security Council session on 
Ukraine indicate a Russian force in Belarus 
totaling 30,000 personnel (France24.com, 
February 1).

Russian forces will conduct Allied 
Resolve 2022 using five training ranges and 
four airfields in Belarus. Social media post-
ings indicate that the Russian forces are 
spreading out thinly across Belarus territo-
ry and well beyond the officially designated 
training locations. Russian BTGs have been 
transported by road and rail across up to 
7,000 kilometers, from the Eastern MD.

Additionally, Airborne Forces (Vozdush-

no-Desantnye Voyska – VDV), Aerospace 
Forces (Vozdushno Kosmicheskikh Sil – 
VKS), and Missile and Artillery Troops 
(Raketnyye Voyska i Artilleriya – RV&A) 
elements are deploying to Belarus. The 
VDV deployment includes the 98th Air 
Division’s 217th Airborne Regiment, 76th 
Air Assault Division’s 234th Air Assault 
Regiment and 124th Tank Battalion, as well 
as the 11th Air Assault Brigade. The 
Ground Forces’ 36th, 37th, 38th, 57th and 
64th Motorized Rifle Brigades, 127th 
Motorized Rifle Division’s 114th and 394th 
Motorized Rifle Regiments, and 5th Tank 
Brigade are also taking part. And so are the 
Naval Infantry’s 155th Brigade and the 
RV&A’s 103rd and 107th Brigades (Bmpd.
livejournal.com, January 31). The Eastern 
MD’s 103rd and 107th Iskander-M bri-
gades (from Ulan-Ude and Birobidzhan, 
respectively) add to the standoff strike 
capabilities of the Russian forces.

In addition to air-defense and air force 
platforms, electronic warfare (EW) sys-
tems, radars, surface-to-air missile (SAM) 
systems (including S-300Vs and S-400s), 
artillery and multiple-launch rocket sys-
tems (MLRS), as well as important logistics 
capabilities have been deployed. This 
includes a Material-Technical Support 
(Materialno Tekhnicheskogo Obespechenie 
– MTO) brigade from the Eastern MD, 
which, during armed operations, would 
play a significant combat service support 
role for Russian force groupings. The 
assembly of Russian firepower and conven-
tional military capabilities, including the 

MTO combat service support, suggests 
preparations beyond a standard military 
exercise. This is also supported by Moscow 
informing defense ministries in the Baltic 
States that, due to COVID-19, the country 
has suspended its participation in verifica-
tion activities linked to the 2011 
Organization for Security and Cooperation 
in Europe’s (OSCE) Vienna document 
between January 24 to February 28 – 
meaning that Allied Resolve 2022 will 
involve no foreign observers (Twitter.com/
MoD_Estonia, January 24).

Moreover, under the guise of the exer-
cise, units from the Eastern MD organized a 
unified command-and-control (C2) system 
in Belarus to connect mobile field com-
mand posts (Tvzvezda.ru, January 31). On 
January 31, the Russian defense ministry 
announced, “The units of the Eastern 
Military District […] have begun to deploy 
mobile field command posts at the training 
grounds. Signal troops specialists have 
organized a unified command-and-control 
system.” The system includes the control 
points of the units involved, located at the 
training grounds. All the links of the system 
are provided with secure radio communi-
cations as well as wired channels. 
Videoconferencing is available at all points, 
which “allows commanders of various lev-
els to transmit control signals in real time” 
(Komsomolskaya Pravda, January 31). To 
place command posts on the ground, engi-
neering work has been carried out, [and] 

(Continued on page 14)

(Continued on page 17)



5THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 2022No. 6

BR.  # of NAME AND ADDRESS
#  Memb. OF BRANCH SECRETARY

017 4 PETER BYLEN
  6510 VIKING AVE
  PORTAGE  IN  46368
  219-764-3922

027 47 CHRISTINE BRODYN
  187 HENSHAW AVE
  SPRINGFIELD  NJ  07081
  973-376-1347

028 1 OLHA DUB
  3405 N SHEPHERD DR  APT 1603
  HOUSTON  TX  77018
  281-820-6132

056 6 PETE KOHUT SR
  11 BEE HAVEN DR
  WHEELING  WV  26003
  304-242-4732

082 32 OLGA MARUSZCZAK
  7420 ROBINDALE
  DEARBORN HTS  MI  48127
  313-274-3807

086 41 NADIA DEMCZUR
  152 ST. PAUL’S AVENUE
  JERSEY CITY  NJ 07306
  201-216-1788

113 34 CAROL HESTER
  326 RIDGE AVE
  DERRY  P  15627
  412-780-0326

121 43 HELEN FARRELL
  7328 COLEMAN MILLS RD
  ROME  NY  13440
  315-339-2823

133 23 MICHAEL W BOHDAN
  5 WADE AVE
  CRANFORD  NJ  07016
  908-272-2569

134 37 IOURI LAZIRKO
  10 GURNEY TER
  FAIR LAWN  NJ  07410
  973-881-1291

137 22 KATHERINE SARGENT
  2330 PARK AVE
  EASTON  PA  18045
  610-252-3289

142 25 RODNEY S GODFREY
  188 LAKE AVE
  COLONIA  NJ  07067
  732-381-1212

147 48 JANICE MILINICHIK
  1220 PENNSYLVANIA STREET
  WHITEHALL  PA  18052
  610-434-0824

153 22 JURIJ DANYLIW
  146 ALBEMARLE DR
  BLUE BELL  PA  19422
  215-646-3115

163 18 ANDRIJ V R SZUL ESQ
  1 BROOKWOOD CRL
  WEST ROCKHILL  PA  18960
  212-898-9040

226 4 MARKO ZAWADOWYCH
  1163 STEELER ST
  DENVER  CO  80206
  303-355-2940

233 16 JULIA KRYSCHTAL
  1017 WEST RIVER RD
  ELYRIA  OH  44035
  440-277-8440

253 12 HALYNA KOVAL
  36 STERLING DR
  EASTHAMPTON  MA  01027
  413-320-1369

254 40 ADAM PLATOSZ
  37 OLIVE ST
  NEW BRITAIN  CT  06051
  860-225-9258

257 10 ZORYANA NATALYA KESKE
  5124 PENFIELD AVE
  WOODLAND HILLS  CA  91364
  818-339-2184

287 31 TARAS SOCHAN
  9 CONKLIN AVE
  MORRISTOWN  NJ  07960
  973-998-8545

320 37 PAUL G FENCHAK
  7422 BROOKWOOD AVE
  BALTIMORE  MD  21236
  410-668-4325

327 36 BOHDAN PODOLIUK
  31 TEXAS ST
  HICKSVILLE  NY  11801
  516-433-9381

341 48 ANNA PETRICHYN
  2409 MEIGHEN RD
  WINDSOR  ON
  CANADA  N8W 4C2
  519-948-1127

362 38 MARIA LUBA WALCHUK
  3 JOHN DR
  ANNANDALE  NJ  08801
  908-872-6822

397 46 ULANA PROCIUK
  2386 HEMLOCK DR
  LEHIGHTON  PA  18235
  267-312-2309

423 11 VERA GOJEWYCZ
  2147 YALE CIRCLE
  HOFFMAN ESTATES  IL  60192
  847-736-4086

441 26 SUSAN SOLDAN
  190 WOLVERINE CRESC
  THUNDER BAY ON
  CANADA  P7C 5Z1
  807-475-4550

473 36 SERGUEI DJOULA
  5600 GATINEAU AVE
  MONTREAL QC
  CANADA  H3T 1X7
  514-804-3686

488 3 VICTOR SZWEZ
  5818 W CIELO GRANDE
  GLENDALE  AZ  85310
  623-516-9812

489 38 HALYNA KOLESSA
  100 MONTGOMERY ST 
   APT 23H
  JERSEY CITY  NJ  07302
  201-200-1915

498 6 LIDA HEWRYK
  11440-37A AVENUE
  EDMONTON AB
  CANADA  T6J 0J5
  780-435-1533

On January 13, the Ukrainian National Association 
announced on its website the organization’s 40th Regular 
Convention. The announcement was also published in the 
January 16 issue of The Ukrainian Weekly (“Announcement 
of the 40th Convention of the Ukrainian National 
Association, Inc.”) and in the February 4 issue of Svoboda 
(“Проголошення Конвенції Українського Народного 
Союзу.”) What follows is an announcement regarding the 
election of delegates to the convention from UNA Branches 
having fewer than 50 voting members.

In accordance with the By-Laws of the UNA a Branch 
having less than 50 voting members – that is, members 

whose dues to that Branch include contributions to the 
Fraternal Fund of the UNA – may unite with another 
Branch also having less than 50 voting members, for the 
purpose of electing a mutual representative at the 
Convention. If, when combined, the aggregate of the two 
Branches shall be no less than 50 voting members, they 
shall have the right to elect one delegate. 

Branches wishing to unite for the purpose of electing a del-
egate and an alternate, should each adopt a formal resolution 
at their meeting and after mutual agreement, should conduct 
an election. Unless otherwise agreed by the mutual consent of 
both Branches, the Branch having the greater number of 

members shall be entitled to elect the delegate and the 
Branch having the lesser number of members, the alternate. 

Both Branches, which have agreed to unite for the pur-
pose of electing a delegate and an alternate, should imme-
diately notify in writing, the Recording Department of the 
UNA Home Office, which will send the proper credentials 
to each Branch. 

In order to facilitate mutual agreements between 
Branches which have less than 50 voting members, we 
have listed these Branches below, showing the totals of vot-
ing members and the names and addresses of the Branch 
Secretaries, as well as telephone numbers if available.

ANNOUNCEMENT 
  regarding election of delegates in UNA Branches having fewer than 50 voting members
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According to officials at the U.S. State Department and reports in The Washington 
Post and The New York Times on February 3, the United States has evidence indicat-
ing Russia formed a plan to stage a false attack that would serve as the necessary 
impetus for Russian President Vladimir Putin to order a renewed invasion of Ukraine.

The State Department said the alleged plan called for creating a staged attack – 
though it was not clear in this fake attack whom was being attacked and who was 
the aggressor. Either way, such an attack was planned to be videotaped to show the 
graphic aftermath of an explosion and Ukrainian equipment at the scene.

“This video, if released, could provide [Russian President Vladimir] Putin the 
spark he needs to initiate and justify military operations against Ukraine,” an 
unidentified State Department official told Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty. “This 
would include the possibility of having separatist leaders in eastern Ukraine invite a 
Russian intervention.”

Speaking with reporters during his daily news conference on February 3, State 
Department spokesman Ned Price confirmed the reports, but said that specific evi-
dence of the plot remained classified so as to protect American sources.

“The production of this propaganda video is one of a number of options that the 
Russian government is developing as a fake pretext to initiate and potentially justify 
military aggression against Ukraine,” Mr. Price said.

The news was also corroborated to some degree by officials in the British govern-
ment, according to The New York Times. One of those officials said the British gov-
ernment also had high confidence of the Russian ploy. Liz Truss, the British foreign 
affairs secretary, told The New York Times that the intelligence was “clear and 
shocking evidence of Russia’s unprovoked aggression and underhand activity to 
destabilize Ukraine.”

Sadly, none of this comes as news to us, nor, we imagine, to the millions living in 
Ukraine under the constant anxiety of another Russian invasion of their homeland. It 
is a potential invasion that some fear may cut straight to the Ukrainian capital. While 
we cannot foretell Mr. Putin’s plans, we nonetheless are heartened to see that many 
leaders in the Western world are aware of Mr. Putin’s machinations and have begun 
to develop techniques to deal with them.

For example, U.S. Sen. Jim Risch (R-Idaho), the top Republican on the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee, told The New York Times that it was important “that 
the world understands that this is a false operation to try to justify … an invasion.” 
U.S. Sen. Thom Tillis (R-N.C.) added that, if Russia tried to “create some pretext [for 
an invasion], it will be rejected by the global community.”

We hope Mr. Tillis is right, but the news nonetheless reaffirms Mr. Putin’s apparent 
commitment to justify another invasion of Ukraine. The question now is whether the 
international community is truly ready to stand by the millions of average Ukrainians 
who are taking extraordinary steps to defend themselves and their cities. In several 
notable instances, they have even begun organizing civil-defense training sessions 
with pieces of pressed composite wood cut in the shape of rifles. Their dedication to 
defend their homeland in the face of a much superior foe is nothing short of heroic. 
The world must take notice and provide Ukraine the aid it needs before it’s too late.

The Ukrainian Weekly

Thirty years ago, on February 10, 1992, the first phase of the 
U.S. pledge to provide humanitarian aid to the former Soviet 
republics began with the arrival of a C-5 Galaxy cargo plane at 
Kyiv’s Boryspil Airport.

The first shipment to Ukraine was distributed by Ukraine’s 
Ministry of Health. It included a 50-ton payload of medical sup-

plies and equipment for use in Kyiv-area hospitals and clinics, and it was the first of 54 
scheduled deliveries during the next two weeks as part of “Operation Provide Hope.”

Six U.S. government workers arrived in Kyiv on February 5, 1992, to coordinate which 
organizations would receive medical aid. The U.S. “watchdogs” monitored the distribution 
of aid, and U.S. representatives of the Red Cross were expected to assist in the mission.

“With this shipment, our government begins the first step in bringing help to this coun-
try,” said John Sepanchuk, first secretary of the U.S. Embassy in Kyiv. “It is a true example of 
the good will of the American people,” he added.

Ukraine’s Deputy Prime Minister Serhiy Komisarenko said that the arrival of the medi-
cal aid contributed to the atmosphere created by friendly relations between the two gov-
ernments.

A second shipment of aid to Kyiv arrived on February 13, 1992, and a third shipment 
was scheduled to arrive on February 14. Similar shipments to Kharkiv and Lviv were 
scheduled to land on February 12 and February 17-18, respectively.

The U.S. intended for these medical and food supplies to go immediately to people in 
need, as part of a program developed at the Coordinating Conference on Assistance to 
Newly Independent States, held on January 22-23, 1992, in Washington.

President George H. W. Bush, in an address to the conference, said, “Let us bring equal 
commitment to the challenge of helping to build and sustain democracy and economic 
freedom in the former USSR, just as we did to winning the Cold War. Let us help the people 
throughout independent states to make the leap from communism to democracy, from 
command economies to free markets, from authoritarianism to liberty.”

U.S. assistance to the former Soviet republics was expected to total more than $5 billion 
during the next three years, which included humanitarian and technical assistance, as well 
as commodity credits. This included $500 million for a humanitarian/technical assistance 
account, $85 million in economic support funds for technical assistance, $25 million for 
medical aid, $20 million for training in private farming and farm business, and $15 million 
for development.

Feb.
10
1992

Turning the pages back...

(Continued on page 17)

Mr. Putin’s plan of attack

Dear Editor:
Night after night, Fox News Channel’s 

most influential mouthpiece, Tucker 
Carlson, spews Russian President Vladimir 
Putin’s talking points justifying an invasion 
of Ukraine.

Mr. Carlson’s followers are now calling 
the offices of U.S. Rep. Tom Malinowski 
(D-N.J.) demanding to know why he does 
not support Russia.

As the world braces for the very real 
possibility of a major war in Europe, Mr. 
Carlson is mimicking the infamous propa-
gandists of World War II – Axis Sally and 
Tokyo Rose – discouraging Americans from 
resisting Mr. Putin’s fascism. Mr. Carlson 
claims that Russia has a “right to defend its 

borders” by unleashing an unprovoked 
assault on Ukraine.

In perfect alignment, Kremlin-funded 
state television networks regularly feature 
clips of Mr. Carlson spouting anti-Ukrainian 
propaganda, including Channel One, 
Rossiya-1, and RT (Russia Today).

Ukrainian American, anti-Communist 
crusaders of yesteryear should be flooding 
Fox News with phone calls and emails 
expressing their outrage.

It is time for the Ukrainian community 
to challenge Mr. Carlson’s shameless igno-
rance and his willingness to serve as Mr. 
Putin’s “useful idiot.”

Tania Vitvitsky
Sudbury, Mass.

Tucker Carlson, Putin’s Apologist

 LETTER TO THE EDITOR

 COMMENTARY

The following was originally sent as a let-
ter to the management of Fox News Channel 
on February 1 with the subject line, “Tucker 
Carlson’s position on the Russo-Ukrainian 
War.” It has been edited and printed here as 
a commentary with the express written per-
mission of its author.

by Jaroslaw Martyniuk

I’m a member of a group of Ukrainian 
American Republicans who voted for for-
mer U.S. President Donald Trump, but I also 
reflect the views of many Ukrainian 
American Democrats. Our opinions regard-
ing Tucker Carlson’s position on the Russo-
Ukrainian War are identical. Many of us 
have been avid fans of Mr. 
Carlson’s show. His coverage of 
critical domestic issues has been 
commendable, addressing the 
most salient questions of the day 
– the culture wars, identity and 
gender politics, the “Woke” para-
digm, free speech, etc.

His views on the Russo/
Ukrainian war, however, are alarming. Mr. 
Carlson effectively has become a Kremlin 
troll and an echo chamber for Russian pro-
paganda, and his position on Ukraine is fea-
tured prominently on Russian TV. Ever since 
Lt. Col. Ralph Peters rebuked him for his 
flawed reasoning on Russia, Mr. Carlson has 
not allowed anyone on his show to refute 
his position. In the process, he has discredit-
ed himself as a journalist and tarnished 
Fox’s image as a balanced and objective 
source of information, which is regrettable. 
To restore its reputation, Fox management 
should feature more guests with viewpoints 
that challenge Mr. Carlson’s flawed position.

I’m certain management at Fox is aware 
of the reasons Mr. Carlson puts forward to 
justify his position on the Russo-Ukrainian 
conflict and the role of the U.S. in the matter. 
There is no need to reiterate them here in 
detail. While arguments such as “it is not in 
America’s interest” and “we must not be the 
policeman of the world” may appeal to unin-
formed and misguided isolationists, they are 
unwise and erroneous. Ukraine is no Iraq or 
Afghanistan. It is part of the European civili-
zation, a country fighting for its right to exist 
as a free and independent nation-state. 
Most specious is the argument put forward, 
“Why should we care about Ukraine’s bor-
ders if we can’t defend our own.” That kind 
of thinking is illogical and irrelevant; one 
has nothing to do with the other. 

Moreover, Mr. Carlson is badly out of 
step with other commentators at Fox. He 
seems to accept Russian President Vladimir 
Putin’s line that NATO threatens Russia. To 
suggest that NATO is a threat to Russia is 
patently absurd; not even Mr. Putin believes 
that is the case. His goal is to annex Ukraine, 
divide the West and split NATO. There are 
other convincing reasons why the U.S. must 
take strong measures to stem Russian 
aggression, which Mr. Carlson seems not to 
appreciate. Henry Bernard Levy put it con-
vincingly: “The West has no other choice but 
to react strongly against Russian aggres-
sion.” The Bolshevik revolutionary Leon 
Trotsky once said – one of the few times he 

was correct – “You may not be interested in 
war, but war is interested in you.” 

Russia is waging an undeclared war on 
the U.S. and NATO, and Mr. Carlson is siding 
with the enemy. Under the First 
Amendment, which protects free speech, 
Mr. Carlson has the right to express his 
views. However, he is in effect aiding and 
abetting America’s sworn enemy. Some peo-
ple may describe such a viewpoint as naïve 
and misguided, but others may put it more 
bluntly and call it treason. Mr. Carlson’s will-
ingness to play the role of useful idiot and 
collaborator in Mr. Putin’s grand scheme 
means he is siding with today’s equivalent 
of Stalin, Vladimir Putin.

The Russian president has been assidu-
ously cultivating “useful idiots” in the West, 
such as Gerhardt Schroeder. Mr. Carlson is 
America’s Schroeder, who sold his soul to 
the devil, Mr. Putin. To find a comparable 
useful idiot in the history of the U.S., we 
must go back to Henry A. Wallace, the pro-
gressive who defended the Soviet Union on 
all issues. In 1946, Mr. Wallace warned the 
American people that, “if we get tougher on 
Russia, the tougher they will get with us.” In 
1948, he defended the communist takeover 
of Czechoslovakia and attacked the 
Marshall Plan. Should Russia take over 
Ukraine, it will be the equivalent of the 

Tucker Carlson has effectively 
become a Kremlin troll

Russia is waging an unde-
clared war on the U.S. and 
NATO, and Mr. Carlson is 
siding with the enemy.

(Continued on page 17)
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Late 19th Century German field mar-
shall Helmut von Moltke wrote how war is 
unpredictable: “No plan of operations 
extends with any certainty beyond the first 
contact with the main hostile force.” I hope 
someone is telling that to Russian President 
Vladimir Putin so he thinks long and hard 
before invading Ukraine. Previous Russian 
wars have not worked out that well. If 
launched, this one may not either.

Consider that in 1853 Tsar Nicholas I 
declared a sphere of influence in Ottoman-
ruled Palestine and moved to intervene 
militarily to “protect the rights of Eastern 
Orthodox Christians in the Holy Land.” 
(Sound familiar?) His real objective was to 
seize control of the Bosporus and 
Dardanelles straits to provide the Russian 
Empire unencumbered access from the 
Black Sea to the Mediterranean Sea. He was 
rebuffed by a coalition of French, British, 
Turkish and Italian troops.  Crimea became 
the major theater of war, remembered for 
the Charge of the Light Brigade and 
Florence Nightingale’s pioneering work to 
nurse wounded soldiers. Russia lost the 
war and a whole lot more. Weakened mili-
tarily and politically, the Empire was forced 
to emancipate the serfs in 1861. Two years 
later, Russian-ruled Poland erupted in 
revolt which escalated over the next several 
years and engaged the Lithuanians and 
Western Ukrainians. The revolt was ulti-
mately suppressed with typical Russian 
brutality and, for Ukrainians, it a came with 
a ban of their language.

Fifty years later in 1904, Russian Tsar 
Nicholas II went to war with Japan over 
control of warm water, Pacific Ocean ports. 
To the world’s amazement and Russia’s 
humiliation, Japan prevailed. Weakened 
militarily and politically, revolution in 
Russia broke out in 1905, based on long-
standing social, economic and national-eth-
nic issues, but ignited by war. The tsar was 
forced to accept political reforms and, cru-
cially for Ukrainians, the restoration of the 
right to use their language. Literary activity 
burgeoned with the growth of national con-
sciousness, which had major political impli-
cations a decade later.

In July 1914, a Serbian nationalist assas-
sinated the heir to the Austro-Hungarian 
throne. In a matter of weeks, all of Europe 
was at war. Here again for Russia it ended 
in revolution. Ukraine and a dozen other 
peoples in the Russian Empire declared 
independence in 1918 with Lenin and the 
Bolsheviks waging a vicious three-year war 
to restore the Russian Empire. The newly-
constituted “Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics” then had to recognize 
Ukrainians as a separate people with bor-
ders and their own administration and cul-
ture. That concession was felled a decade 
later by Joseph Stalin with horrific blood-
shed and the Holodomor, but the political 
architecture – hollow as it was – survived. 
That was also a war, one which has had 
political implications to this very day.

There were also implications from 
World War II, which the Soviet Union and 
Nazi Germany jointly launched in 1939. It 
ended in 1945 with catastrophe for 

Germany and triumph for Stalin who 
extended Russian dominance into Eastern 
and Central Europe.

But it’s not that simple. In 1941, Hitler 
turned on his Soviet ally and invaded. 
Ukrainians welcomed the Germans as lib-
erators only soon to see that they were any-
thing but. The Nazis massacred Jews, 
forced young people to work as slaves in 
the German economy, expropriated food, 
burned, pillaged and killed indiscriminate-
ly. In response, political and military activ-
ists created a guerrilla army to fight Nazi 
aggression – the Ukrainian Insurgent Army 
(UPA).

At the same time, millions of Ukrainians 
rallied to fight the Germans within the con-
text of the Soviet Union. Their struggle 
against the Nazis, however, was not done 
for the USSR. It was to defend and fight for 
a free Ukraine. Government broadcasts 
from Kyiv scrapped the Soviet anthem, sub-
stituting for its opening and closing broad-
cast themes a hymn based on Taras 
Shevchenko’s poem about the “wide Dnipro 
River.” Poets rhapsodized. Volodymyr 
Sosiura wrote: “Love Ukraine, like you love 
the sun. …” Red Army soldiers were award-
ed the Khmelnytsky medal named after a 
17th Century Ukrainian hero. Divisions 
were organized along national lines. The 
Red Army Ukrainian Front liberated 
Auschwitz.

UPA, for its part, attacked the Nazis even 
as the Red Army was defeating the 
Wehrmacht in Stalingrad and pushing them 
back toward Berlin. In the vacuum left by 
the German retreat and the Red Army 
advance, Ukrainian nationalists turned 
their guns against Soviet rule and orga-
nized a social and political infrastructure to 
promote an independent Ukraine, an effort 
that extended into 1950.

The Soviets felt compelled to respond to 
UPA politically. In February 1944, with the 
German army in retreat and Nikita 
Khrushchev in charge in Kyiv, the Kremlin 
created a Soviet Ukrainian Commissariat 
for Foreign Affairs. Fifteen months later, in 
June 1945, Soviet Ukraine became one of 
the founding member states of the United 
Nations. Eight months after, in March 1946, 
the Soviet Ukrainian Commissariat for 
Foreign Affairs was upgraded to ministerial 
level.

Why all this? Well, Germany was defeat-
ed, but UPA was militarily and politically 
dominant in the accessioned territories, 
which had been part of Poland. Responding 
to UPA’s political appeal, the Soviet Union 
implicitly averred. “Ukraine is already its 
own country. Disregard UPA,” they said. 
Ultimately, the struggle was suppressed 
with torture, blood, mass arrests and 
deportations. As for the Soviet Ukrainian 
membership in the U.N. and its Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, they were hollow puppet 
institutions which would not have existed 
but for the war. And yet, 45 years later, they 
became critical when the Soviet Union was 
breaking up after yet another war. Yes, the 
war in Afghanistan.

Seeking to extend the Soviet/Russian 
Empire, Leonid Brezhnev plunged his 
country into a quagmire in Afghanistan, the 

Russian wars and their  
unintended consequences

Andrew Fedynsky’s e-mail address is  
afedynsky@gmail.com.

  by Andrew Fedynsky

I enjoy watching Tucker Carlson, the 
late-night Fox News commentator who is 
generally accurate in his reporting, pas-
sionate in his delivery and occasionally 
humorous in style.

Recently, however, this Fox icon has 
begun to annoy and sadden me. He’s begin-
ning to come across as a mouthpiece for 
Vladimir Putin, a shill as it were.

These days, Mr. Carlson is concerned 
that “we’re moving closer to a war over 
Ukraine. Russia may violate Ukraine’s east-
ern border, and this, we are told, cannot 
stand.”

Emphasizing that Ukraine is “strategical-
ly irrelevant to the United States,” Mr. 
Carlson concluded: “No rational person 
could defend a war with Russia over 
Ukraine. Nobody thinks a war like that 
would make America safer or stronger or 
more prosperous. Why is it disloyal to side 
with Russia, but loyal to side with Ukraine?”

Mr. Carlson sided with Moscow last 
December, declaring that perhaps Mr. Putin 
was justified in building up troops along 
Ukraine’s border.

U.S. Rep. Michael R. Turner (R-Ohio), the 
top Republican on the House Intelligence 
Committee, went on Fox News to confront 
Mr. Carlson.

“Why would we take Ukraine’s side and 
not Russia’s side?” Mr. Carlson asked again. 
“It’s a sincere question.”

“Ukraine is a democracy,” Mr. Turner 
responded. “Russia is an authoritarian 
regime that is seeking to impose its will 
upon a validly elected democracy in 
Ukraine, and we’re on the side of democra-
cy.”

Mark Levin, Mr. Carlson’s colleague at Fox 
News, supports such push back. So does U.S. 
Sen. Tom Cotton (R-Ark.) who appeared on 
Mr. Levin’s show (“Life, Liberty and Levin”) 
on January 30. They concluded that Mr. 
Putin is threatening the world order 
because he smells weakness in the White 
House. They agreed also that former U.S. 
President Donald Trump’s aggressive 
behavior toward Iran back in the day proba-
bly deterred Mr. Putin from acting sooner.

Many Republican members of Congress 
agree with Mr. Cotton, including U.S. Reps. 
Andy Harris (R-Md.) and Brian Fitzpatrick 
(R-Pa.). Some do not, as my Congressman, 
Rep. Adam Kinzinger (R-Ill.), learned when 
a Republican colleague questioned the wis-
dom of supplying Ukraine with Javelin mis-
siles.

Republicans who oppose confronting 
Mr. Putin include U.S. Reps. Thomas Massie 
(R-Ky.), Matt Rosendale (R-Mont.), and 
Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-Ga.). U.S. Rep. 
Paul Gosar (R-Ariz.) wrote: “We have no 
dog in the Ukraine fight. Not one American 
soldier should die there. Not one American 
bullet should be fired there. …”

Worthy of mention in this regard is 
Donald Trump, Jr., who, during an inter-
view with podcast host Lou Dobbs, opined 
that sending 50,000 troops to bolster 
Europe’s defenses now was “crazy.”

Loyal to their president ,  most 
Democratic Congressmen, it seems, sup-
port push back. Worthy of special mention 
here are Ukraine’s longtime friends, U.S. 
Reps. Marcy Kaptur (D-Ohio) and Michael 
Quigley (D-Ill.).

Still another Fox News commentator 
who joined the Ukraine-Russia conversa-

tion was Steve Hilton (“The Next 
Revolution”). “Russia, Russia, Russia, that’s 
all I hear,” he said. “We should focus on 
China; there’s the real problem for the 
West.” To support his argument Mr. Hilton 
interviewed Elbridge Colby, author of 
“Strategy of Denial.”

Strengthening Ukraine’s democracy is 
important, of course; in my mind, however, 
the major reason for America buttressing 
Ukraine is the question of American honor 
and integrity. In the aftermath of the 
Afghanistan debacle, can America still be 
trusted to keep her promise and her past 
commitments toward the Budapest 
Memorandum?

The Budapest Memorandum, dear read-
er, is a historic document. Concluded soon 
after the collapse of the Soviet Union, at a 
time when the West was still nervous 
about Soviet armaments and Ukraine was 
home to an arsenal of some 1,900 nuclear 
weapons, the Budapest Memorandum 
called on Ukraine to turn over that arsenal 
to Russia for safe keeping.

Ukraine complied, of course, and in 
return was given a commitment from 
Washington, Moscow and London “to 
respect the independence and sovereignty 
and existing borders of Ukraine and to 
refrain from the threat or use of force” 
against that country. What part of that dec-
laration does Russia not understand?

What about the American public? 
Where do most Americans stand in the 
Ukraine-Russia dustup? Recent polls sug-
gest most Americans are ambivalent but 
edging toward support for Ukraine.

So where are we? The good news is that 
Ukraine has a White House willing to assist, 
as well as bipartisan support in Congress. 
The bad news is that there seems to be lit-
tle appreciation for Moscow’s mindset. 
How does Mr. Putin justify his present 
behavior? What is the end game?

Tom McTague, London-based writer for 
The Atlantic, concluded that “the Russian 
president’s grand aspiration is to push 
America out of Europe altogether, negotiat-
ing a deal that recognizes Russia as a legiti-
mate player in the continent’s security 
order.”

Ben Wallace, defense secretary for the 
United Kingdom, believes that Mr. Putin’s 
complaint of NATO encroachment is a 
“straw man.” What Moscow really wants, 
specifically for Eastern Europe in the near 
term, can be found in Mr. Putin’s 700-page 
treatise, “On the Historical Unity of Russians 
and Ukrainians.” Nothing new here. Mr. 
Putin merely reiterates the old imperial 
refrain: Ukrainians and Russians are one 
people.

So here the West sits, still at the mercy of 
Russia. We wait and wonder. What will Mr. 
Putin do now? Will he succumb to his 
imperial ambitions? Will his insufferable 
ego lead him astray? We pray for the best.

Mr. McTague reminds us that Mr. Putin 
believes that playing chess with the United 
States is like playing with a pigeon. “It 
struts around the board, knocks over a few 
pieces, s--ts everywhere, and then claims 
victory.”

What do you think, dear reader? Are we 
all pigeons?

Myron Kuropas’s e-mail address is  
kuropas@comcast.net.

Bully boy hasn’t moved. Now what?

(Continued on page 15)
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Shevchenko Scientific Society in U.S. holds triennial meeting, reelects president to second term
Shevchenko Scientific Society

NEW YORK – The Shevchenko Scientific 
Society in the United States (NTSh-A) held 
its triennial General Meeting on December 
18, during which time members of the 
organization elected a new Board of 
Directors and executive officers.

This year’s General Meeting saw a con-
tested election with two competing slates. 
The first was headed by the incumbent 
NTSh-A President Halyna Hryn, while the 
second was headed by Alexander Motyl. 
Ms. Hryn and her slate of candidates won 
the election with 77 votes, while the slate 
headed by Mr. Motyl got 66 votes.

The election came after a period of heat-
ed internal discussion among members 
regarding the organization, the oldest 
Ukrainian scholarly institution outside of 
Ukraine. Following the election, members 
said they were ready to work together for 
the benefit of the society.

Ms. Hryn, who was elected to a second 
term, opened the meeting, which was 
scheduled to take place sooner. As a result of 
the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, however, 
and out of concern for the health of its 
members, NTSh-A decided to postpone the 
meeting and hold it in a hybrid format. As a 
result, some members took part virtually, 
while others took part in person at the orga-
nization’s headquarters in New York City.

Members of the General Meeting then 
elected its presidium, which was made up 
of Kathy Nalywajko (chair), Ivanna Bilych, 
Michael Hrycak and Valerii Kuchynskyi. 
The Meeting also elected committees for 
minutes, verification, nominating and reso-
lutions.

Prior to the meeting, NTSh-A published 
its “Triennial Report” for 2018-2021, which 
contained reports from the various commit-
tees, chapters and sections, among others.

In the president’s report, Ms. Hryn 
focused on the Society’s achievements and 
the problems it faced through the last three 
challenging years. In trying times, she said, 
the Society maintained its scholarly, pub-
lishing and civic activities.

Vitaly Chernetsky, the organization’s 
learned secretary, said NTSh-A held various 
events, conferences and lectures in a virtual 
format, and continued its publishing and 
grant programs.

“I’d like to emphasize that the Society 
continued its activities, even in the compli-
cated conditions of COVID-19,” Mr. 
Chernetsky said.

George Grabowicz, vice president and 
director of the Philology Section, spoke 
about the Society’s major publishing proj-
ects.

Anna Procyk, the organization’s vice 
president, delegate to the World Council of 
the Society and director of the History, 
Social Sciences, and Law Studies Section, 
reported on contacts with the Shevchenko 
Scientific Society in Ukraine, as well as rela-
tions with the sister academic societies in 
the U.S., Canada and Europe, and in particu-
lar Switzerland, Poland and Slovakia.

She also noted that her section orga-
nized two international conferences dedi-
cated to the 100th anniversaries of 
Ukrainian Independence in 1918 and the 
Act of Unification in 1919, respectively.

Natalia Honcharenko, NTSh-A vice presi-
dent and treasurer, reported on the 
Society’s finances over the past three years, 
noting in her written report that the 
Society’s assets had risen 15 percent over 
the previous three years.

The Philology (Mr. Grabowicz director); 
History, Social Science and Law Studies 
(Ms. Procyk director); and Mathematics 
and Science (Roman Brukh director) sec-
tions also met on December 18.

Members agreed that the organization 
needs to attract new members and improve 
the scholarly work of each section, both by 
contributing to the Society’s publications as 
well as by responding to current events.

Attendees heard reports from commit-
tee chairs and section heads in attendance, 
among them Jurij Dobczansky, Olena 
Nikolayenko, Myron Stachiw, Myroslava 
Znayenko, Vasyl Makhno, Vasyl Lopukh, 
Mr. Brukh and Roman Shirokov. Roman 
Hryciw (Detroit) and Andrij  Szul 
(Philadelphia) also reported on their chap-
ter’s activities.

In the ensuing discussion, questions, 
proposals and comments were heard from 
Bohdan Vitvitsky, Ms. Procyk, Andrij Szul, 
Larissa Onyshkevych, Jurij Dobczansky, 
Askold Lozynskyj, Alexandra Hrycak and 
Lesya Kalynska. Ms. Hryn, Mr. Grabowicz, 
Ms. Honcharenko and Markian Dobczansky 
responded to the questions.

The head of the organization’s Audit 
Committee, Roman Kuc, discussed the com-
mittee’s report and he confirmed the Board 
acted in accordance with the Society’s 
Bylaws and New York state law on non-
profits throughout 2018-2021. Mr. Kuc pro-
posed granting a resolution of approval to 
the outgoing Board.

Per the organization’s Bylaws, all mem-
bers of the organization were given a 
chance to speak on behalf of either slate. 
Information about both slates was pub-
lished in the NTSh-A “Bulletin” and on the 
Society’s website.

The General Meeting appointed a 
Verification Committee to confirm the num-
ber of ballots cast and count votes. In order 
to ensure the validity of the election, the 
Committee engaged an independent audi-
tor, Michael Getzel from the firm Getzel, 
Schiff, and Pesce, LLP, who was assisted by 
the Society’s staff accountant, Ms. 
Honcharenko.

NTSh-A members elected the following 
individuals to the organization’s Board of 
Directors: Halyna Hryn, president; Vitaly 
Chernetsky, first vice president and dele-
gate to World Council of the Society; 
Yohanan Petrovsky-Shtern, learned secre-
tary; and Adriana Helbig, treasurer.

They also elected the following four vice 
presidents, who advise the organization on 
scholarly matters: Virko Baley, George 
Grabowicz, Serhii Plokhii and Roman 
Shirokov. Lev Chaban was elected record-
ing secretary.

The members also elected the following 
individuals to head various committees: 
Andrew Sorokowski (Bylaws), Martha 
Kichorowska Kebalo (Chapters), Olena 
Nikolayenko (Communications), Zenon 
Wasyliw (Finance), Oleh Kotsyuba 
(Information Technology), Alexandra 
Hrycak (Institutional Liaison), Ivanna 
Bilych (Law Advisory), Jurij Dobczansky 
(Library and Archives), Askold Melnyczuk 
(Outreach), Laada Bilaniuk (Publications), 
and Ms. Helbig (Scholarships and Grants).

The new Board members-at-large 
include Margarita Balmaceda, Andriy Dany-
lenko, Pavlo Gintov, Vasyl Zayachkiv sky, 
Solomiya Ivakhiv, Albert Kipa, Mr. Stachiw, 
and Oxana Shevel.

The Audit Committee includes Mr. Kuc 
(chair), Leonid Hrabovsky (deputy chair), 
Melania Nynka, Ms. Nalywajko and Orest 
Deychakiwsky.

The newly elected president of NTSh-A, 
Ms. Hryn, thanked members for their sup-
port. She expressed gratitude to Messrs. 
Motyl and Hrycak for their cooperation in 
preparing the program of the General 
Meeting, and to Ms. Nalywajko and the 
members of the Presidium. She noted that 
the Society and its members face a great 
deal of work in the future to develope new 
opportunities for scholarship on Ukraine 
and for the organization.

 COMMUNITY CHRONICLE

Kathy Nalywajko (left) was elected to chair the presidium of the General Meeting of the Shevchenko Scientific Society in 
the United States held on December 18 in New York City.

Volodymyr TkachenkoDuring the organization’s triennial General 
Meeting on December 18, NTSh-A members elect-

ed Halyna Hryn to a second term as president.

Members of the Shevchenko Scientific Society in the United States take part in the 
organization’s triennial General Meeting.

Roman Brukh, director of the Mathematics and Science Section, chaired a virtual 
meeting of the group.
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Saturday, February 19th, 2022
Sheraton Parsippany Hotel, 199 Smith Road, Parsippany, New Jersey

57th Annual Debutante Ball
of the National Executive Board of the

Ukrainian American Youth Association - CYМ

Dance to the sounds of
“Hrim” and “Brattya z Prykarpattya”

Black tie required

Cocktails at 6:00 p.m.
Presentation of Debutantes at 7:00 p.m.
Banquet immediately following presentation
Ball at 9:00 p.m.

For reservations and additional information go to: www.cym.org/us/deb

Natalia Humennyj
Hartford

Victoria Khytryak
Passaic

Alexa Kocur
Yonkers

Roma Kuzemczak
Yonkers

Uliana Leshchuk
Whippany

Alexandra Lysiak
Whippany

Kateryna Makarenko
Whippany

Gracianna Mulyk Victoriya Mytchyk
Passaic

Christina Sabadakh
New York

Lesia Sabat
New York

Victoria Skala
Passaic

Anastasiia Smykavchuk
Irvington

Adriana Soltys 
Philadelphia

Alexandra Soltys
Whippany

Nataliia Striletska
Yonkers

Alina Struminskyy
Jersey City

Nicole Tkachuk
Phoenix

Anastazia Tynio
Passaic

Alexandra Zastawsky
Hartford

Anastasiya Andriyashko
Hartford

Natalie Conway
Philadelphia

Oksana Dannenberg
Syracuse

Marta Danylko
Passaic

Kalyna Figol
Passaic

Roxolana Hreb
Jersey City

This page is sponsored by the SUMA (Yonkers) Federal Credit Union.



11THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 2022No. 6

by Adrian Bryttan

NEW YORK – The first New York screen-
ing of the Ukrainian fantasy-historical film 
“The Amulet of the Kingdom” (Oberih 
Natsiyi) took place at the Ukrainian 
Institute of America on December 12. 
Following advance viewings in the United 
States, Canada and Australia, it will be pre-
sented in Ukrainian theaters in 2022. 
“Amulet” deserves wide attention, because 
it is a thought-provoking film, unique in 
many ways, and timely in its message.

Screenplay

The film opens in Kyiv. Sophie, a young 
Ukrainian Canadian journalist, is interview-
ing a renowned Ukrainian archaeologist 
and professor who has just written a best-
seller, titled “The Amulet of the Kingdom.” 
His book maintains that the Ukrainian 
nation emerged in the prehistoric epoch of 
the hunters of wooly mammoths, and con-
tinued through Trypillian times, then 
through Rus’ in the era of the Kyivan 
empire, and on to the present. The “amulet” 
itself is a rare piece of prehistoric amber 
that gets handed down over various 
epochs.

The interplay between Sophie and the 
professor ties all of the historical flashbacks 
together. As we learn about Ukraine’s past, 
we also get drawn into the pair’s unfolding 
relationship, which ultimately crescendos 
to a shattering revelation.

A Ukrainian-Austral ’s dream

The making of the film itself underwent 
many twists and turns. The creative force 
behind the film was Yuriy Boryk, a success-
ful Ukrainian businessman in Australia 
who 16 years ago donated $1 million for 
the project. At that time, this was a fairly 
hefty budget for Ukrainian cinema. Upon 
Mr. Boryk’s death, the incomplete film lan-
guished until recently, when his daughter 
led the effort to finish it.

All of the existing reels had to be 
restored and remastered. Missing scenes 
had to be filmed anew and harmoniously 
edited with the older footage. Crucial to the 
success of this “double-feature” was the 
casting of the two main principals: the pro-
fessor and the young journalist.

Aging on film (without CGI)

Actor Taras Zhyrko from Lviv portrayed 
the original archaeologist 16 years ago; all 
of the footage of him as a young man was 
retained. Now he would play the same 
character again, but in real time 16 years 
later. Hence, the completed “Amulet” may 
be the only film to have the same actor por-
tray the same character in the same movie 
almost 20 years later.

Mr. Zhyrko aptly plays the professor as a 
thoughtful man of science, charmed by a 
young Ukrainian reporter from Canada. He 
displays the suitable gravitas and charm, 
and is very believable. Mr. Zhyrko has also 

appeared in several historical films for 
reknown Ukrainian director Oles Yanchuk.

Actress wins role via Facebook

For the role of Sophie, director Yaroslav 
Popov needed an actress who spoke 
Ukrainian, but with a Canadian accent. In 
an exclusive interview for The Ukrainian 
Weekly, photogenic actress Natalie Yatsina 
revealed how she learned about auditions 
for the film through a post on Facebook.

In the finished film, Ms. Yatsina demon-
strates her versatility as an actress, alter-
nating between a respectful reporter and a 
playful, needling interviewer. But she is 
most memorable when she courageously 
reveals her personal heartache at the end.

Born in South Africa, Ms. Yatsina came to 
reside in Canada, where she immersed her-
self in dance. While studying acting in Los 
Angeles, she realized she wanted to break 
the boundaries of film.

“I want the audience to hear the voices 
of people lost in society,” Ms. Yatsina said. 
“‘Amulet’ made me so proud of my ances-
tors. It is a massive reminder of the impor-

tance of culture and why we need to pre-
serve it.”

A timely film

Today, Moscow’s pervasive propaganda 
constantly belittles and falsely portrays the 
origins and culture of Ukraine. Thus, 
“Amulet,” in focusing light on our history 
and pre-history, is a welcome antidote to 
that disinformation.

All countries recreate and glorify their 
past in cinema. Many contemporary South 
Korean and Chinese blockbusters are lav-
ish spectacles of great moments from their 
past, portraying famous emperors, gener-
als, battles. Some are tainted with a chau-
vinistic bias (for example, quite a few 
older American war films were also one-
sided).

Among Ukrainians, Ivan Bilyk’s popular 
historical-fiction novel “The Sword of Arey” 
(Metch Areya) attracted a wide audience. 
The author entertained his readers with 
over-the-top suppositions, such as portray-

A screen shot from the film shows a Trypillian couple during a marriage ceremony.

(Continued on page 15)

Film review: “The Amulet of the Kingdom”

A screen shot from the film shows the character Sophie (left) and the professor look-
ing at a hologram from his book on Ukrainian history.

Courtesy of Natalie Yatsina
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KULINSKI MEMORIALS
809 SOUTH MAIN STREET • MANVILLE, NJ 08835

• Serving Ukrainian families for over 60 years
• Over 40 granite colors to choose from
• Custom etchings
• House appointments available
• Serving the tri-state area
• 5 minutes from St. Andrew Ukrainian Cemetery  
   in South Bound Brook, NJ

Tel. 800-458-5467  •  908-722-3130  •  Fax 908-253-0027
KulinskiMemorials@msn.com  •  KulinskiMemorials.com

LAW OFFICES OF  
ZENON B. MASNYJ, ESQ.___________________
In the East Village since 1983

Serious personal injury, real estate 
for personal and business use,  

representation of small and mid-
size businesses, divorce, wills and 

probate (New York matters only).

(By Appointment Only)

140 Second Avenue
New York, NY 10003

212-477-3002
zbmasnyj@verizon.net

If 212-477-3002 landline busy, 
please call 201-247-2413

Михайло Козюпа
Ліцензований Продавець

Страхування Життя
Michael Koziupa
Licensed Life Insurance Agent  

Ukrainian National Assn., Inc.

973-723-4387
mkoziupa@outlook.com

МАРІЯ ДРИЧ
Ліцензований Продавець

Страхування Життя
МАRІA DRICH

Licensed Life Insurance Agent 
  Ukrainian National Assn., Inc.

2200 Route 10, Parsippany, NJ 07054
Tel.: 973-292-9800 ext. 3035
e-mail: mdrich@unainc.org

PROFESSIONALS

TO PLACE YOUR AD CALL WALTER HONCHARYk (973) 292-9800 x3040
or e-mail  advertising@ukrweekly.com

SERVICES

FOR SALE

APARTMENT  FOR  SALE 
in the Ukrainian Village 

in Somerset, NJ. 2 bedrooms, 
2nd fl oor, corner unit.
Tel.: 973-586-8918

Volodymyr (Walter) Baziuk
1922-2022

Volodymyr Baziuk was born in western 
Ukraine, in the town of Tysmenytsia in 1922. 

The son of Father Theodor Baziuk, a Ukrainian Catholic 
priest, and Evgenia Baziuk, the village schoolteacher, 
he grew up in the village of Markivtsi and attended 
the Ukrainian gymnasium in Ivano-Frankivsk (then 
Stanislavia). After starting medical school in 1942 in 
Lviv, he left in 1943 to join the Ukrainian Insurgent 
Army, which fought for Ukrainian independence 
against German and Soviet forces. Six months into 
his service, his unit was ambushed and he was badly 
wounded. A friend carried him to safety, and a Ukrainian farming family 
cared for him, hiding him in a well. He was always grateful to the people 
who took risks on his behalf, including those who helped him make his 
way to his family, who were refugees in southeastern Poland and then in 
Slovakia.  

Volodymyr, his mother, father, sister and her baby Jarema Wolosenko 
were sent to an internment center in Strashof, Germany, where thousands 
of refugees were held in miserable conditions. The family managed to get 
to Vienna, where they would descend into the catacombs of St. Stephen’s 
church during the daily bombings by allied planes. Through the offices of 
Cardinal Innitzer, Father Baziuk secured a position as an assistant priest in 
a parish in Windischgarsten, Austria. Volodymyr resumed medical studies 
in Graz, Austria, but as it was rumored that the area was to become part 
of the post-war Soviet zone, his situation was precarious. 

His family sought and found sponsors in the United States through an 
ad in the Svoboda newspaper, and in June 1949, the family arrived as 
Displaced Persons in New York harbor. Volodymyr worked various jobs, 
including as a longshoreman and later as a medical technician. He had 
not given up on his goal of becoming a physician and took night courses 
in biology. 

He was accepted at the medical school in Heidelberg, Germany, where 
in 1954, he met Joyce Compton, who was an elementary school teacher 
at the American army base there. They were married in 1957. After 
Volodymyr graduated from medical school in 1958, the couple sailed 
for New York. They eventually settled in Brookside, New Jersey, where 
Volodymyr established a successful medical practice and raised his four 
children: Gena (Rabie) Stephan, Marta (Taras) Baziuk-Koznarsky, Stephen 
Baziuk and Kathryn (Gerald) Dean. He was also grandfather of Amanda 
(Nicholas) Freeman, Jules (Alexandra) Stephan, Paul Dean, Nicholas 
Baziuk, Dwight Dean, Christine (Chase) Whitt, Thomas Dean and Tymish 
Koznarsky; great-grandfather of William and Emma Freeman; brother of 
the late Irene (Andrew) Wolosenko; and uncle to Jarema (Danuta), Ihor 
and Roxanna Wolosenko.  

Ukraine’s independence in 1991 was the fulfillment of a dream, and 
he was able to visit the country after more than 50 years. He maintained 
a keen interest in Ukrainian affairs and supported numerous Ukrainian 
causes. 

Volodymyr Baziuk was known for his uncanny memory, sense of humor, 
interest in languages, strong singing voice, and great appreciation for 
nature (he was an avid beekeeper and had a flock of homing pigeons 
at his home in New Jersey). He was a fixer of anything broken, re-caning 
chairs and collecting and repairing cuckoo clocks. He will be remembered 
for his dedication as a physician and devotion to family, in particular 
Joyce, his wife of 64 years. 

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to the Ukrainian Catholic 
University https://ucef.ca/donate/ the Kyiv Mohyla University https://
www.kmfoundation.com/donate or to St. John the Baptist Ukrainian 
Catholic Church (3275 Elmwood Ave., Kenmore, NY 14217).

Share condolences at www.GRECOFUNERAL.com

З невимовним жалем і смутком повідомляємо 
родину, приятелів і знайомих, що 22 листопада
2021 року з Волі Всевишнього відійшов від нас 
наш найдорожчий Муж, Шваґер, Вуйко і Кузин

св. п. Юрій Ігор Павлічко
Похорон відбувся 27 листопада 2021 року з Української Католицької 

Церкви Святого Андрія Первозваного в Hamptonburgh, NY, а відтак 
на цвинтарі Святого Духа в Hamptonburgh, NY.

Залишилися в глибокому смутку:
дружина    - Аня
шваґерка    - Леся Ленцик
шваґри     - Юрко і Андрій Ленцики з родинами
та ближча і дальша родина.

Вічна Йому пам’ять!
Замість квітів бажаючі можуть складати пожертви на Український 

Католицький Університет або на Пласт в Україні.

the statement said. “He emphasized that 
further invasion of Ukraine would be met 
with swift and severe consequences and 
urged Russia to pursue a diplomatic path,” 
it added. Russia has amassed tens of thou-
sands of soldiers along the border with 
Ukraine, sparking concern that an invasion 
of Ukraine by Moscow is imminent. Russia 
has denied it intends any incursion into its 
neighbor. (RFE/RL)

Moscow’s security demands ‘ignored’

Russian President Vladimir Putin has 
again claimed that Russia’s security con-
cerns had been ignored by the United 
States and NATO amid intense diplomatic 
efforts to ease tensions over Ukraine. 
Speaking in Moscow, Mr. Putin said on 
February 1 that the Kremlin was “carefully 
analyzing the written responses received 
from the United States and NATO,” but 
added that it was “already clear that funda-
mental Russian concerns ended up being 
ignored.” At the same time Mr. Putin said: “I 
hope that we will eventually find a solution, 
although we realize that it’s not going to be 
easy.” It was Mr. Putin’s first significant pub-
lic remarks in weeks on the crisis sparked 
by a massive Russian troop buildup near its 
border with Ukraine and fears that it is a 

prelude to an invasion. Russia has demand-
ed legally binding guarantees from the 
United States and NATO that Ukraine will 
never join the bloc, that it will halt the 
deployment of weapons systems near 
Russian borders and that its forces will be 
rolled back from Eastern Europe. The 
United States rejected Russia’s demand to 
bar Ukraine from NATO but offered what it 
called a new “diplomatic path” out of the 
crisis. “We did not see adequate consider-
ation of our three key demands regarding 
the prevention of NATO expansion, the 
refusal to deploy strike facilities near 
Russia’s borders, and the return of the 
bloc’s military infrastructure in Europe to 
the state in 1997,” Mr. Putin said. “When 
ignoring our concerns, the U.S. and NATO 
point to the right of states to freely choose 
how to ensure their security,” Mr. Putin 
added. That is just one part of the security 
equation, he said. “The second integral part 
says that it is impossible to allow the 
strengthening of one’s security at the 
expense of the security of others.” Mr. Putin 
spoke during a joint news conference with 
visiting Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor 
Orban, who maintains friendly ties with Mr. 
Putin. Mr. Orban said he believes there is 
room for a compromise. “I got convinced 
today that the existing differences in posi-
tions can be bridged and it is possible to 
sign an agreement that would guarantee 

(Continued from page 2)
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peace, guarantee Russia’s security 
and is acceptable for NATO mem-
ber states as well,” Mr. Orban said. 
Earlier in a phone call with Russian 
Foreign Affairs Minister Sergei 
Lavrov, U.S. Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken urged the “imme-
diate” de-escalation and withdraw-
al of troops by Russia from areas 
near Ukraine’s borders. Mr. Blinken 
further reiterated Washington’s 
commitment to Ukraine’s sover-
eignty and territorial integrity, as 
well as the right of all countries to 
determine their own foreign policy 
and alliances in a call with Russian 
Foreign Affairs Minister Sergei 
Lavrov, the U.S. State Department 
said in a statement. Mr. Blinken fur-
ther reiterated Washington’s com-
mitment to Ukraine’s sovereignty 
and territorial integrity, as well as 
the right of all countries to deter-
mine their own foreign policy and 
alliances, the State Depart ment 
said in a statement. Mr. Blinken 
“emphasized that further invasion 
of Ukraine would be met with swift 
and severe consequences and 
urged Russia to pursue a diplomat-
ic path,” the statement said. Mr. 
Lavrov said he told Mr. Blinken that 
Russia would continue insisting on 
its demands, including that the 
West stick to its security “obliga-
tions,” and added that: “[Mr.] 
Blinken agreed that there is subject 
for further discussion.” In Kyiv, 
Britain and Ukraine warned that 
any Russian incursion would be a 
“massive strategic mistake” as the 
two countries pledged to work 
together to strengthen Ukraine’s 
defense capability. Mr. Johnson 
called the Russian military buildup 
a “clear and present danger” and 
urged Russia to pull back troops 
and choose diplomacy. Speaking at 
a  press briefing alongside 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy, Mr. Johnson said Kyiv 
would resist any invasion. “I think 
that perhaps the single most useful 
thing we can all do is get over to 
the Russian public, to citizens in 
Russia, thinking about this possi-
bility, the reality that the Ukrainian 
Army will fight,” Mr. Johnson said. 
“There are 200,000 men and 
women under arms in Ukraine, 
they will put up a very, very fierce 
and bloody resistance,” he added. 
The U.K. government is also pre-
paring a package of sanctions and 
other measures “to be enacted the 
moment the first Russian toe cap 
crosses further into Ukrainian ter-
ritory,” Mr. Johnson said. Mr. 
Zelenskyy warned that Ukraine’s 
army had significantly improved its 
capabilities after nearly eight years 
of battling Russia-backed separat-
ists in the east of the country. “For 
those who want to capture part of 
our territory, there are high risks 
now. Ukrainians will defend them-
selves to the end. Russians must 
hear us, they must understand that 
no one needs a war,” Mr. Zelenskyy 
said. He also said it would be a 
“tragedy” if an escalation begins. “It 
will not be a war between Ukraine 
and Russia; it will be a full-scale 
war in Europe,” he said. He reiterat-
ed his calls for Ukrainians to 
remain calm and for Moscow to de-
escalate the tensions by withdraw-

ing its forces stationed near the 
border. (RFE/RL, with reporting by 
AFP, Reuters, AP, UNIAN and 
Ukrayinska Pravda)

Kuleba rejects special status

Ukrainian Foreign Affairs 
Minister Dmytro Kuleba says his 
country will never give special sta-
tus to parts of the eastern regions 
of Luhansk and Donetsk, common-
ly known as the Donbas, which 
have been under the control of 
Moscow-backed separatists since 
April 2014. In an interview with 
the Polish newspaper Rzeczpo-
spolita, published on February 2, 
Mr. Kuleba said that the so-called 
Minsk agreements on resolving the 
ongoing conflict where more than 
13,200 people have been killed 
need to focus on security first and 
foremost. “None of Ukraine’s 
regions will have a right to veto the 
state’s decisions. That is engraved 
in stone! Therefore, no special sta-
tus as Russia is considering it, no 
veto right will be given,” Mr. Kuleba 
said. Russia has been pushing Kyiv 
to hold “a dialogue” with separatist 
leaders in order to provide the ter-
ritories they control greater auton-
omy. Moscow says the Minsk 
agreements allow for this. Kyiv, 
however, has rejected the notion 
saying it is a thinly veiled attempt 
by the Kremlin to federalize 
Ukraine and ultimately take control 
of it. Mr. Kuleba’s interview was 
published amid concerns about 
Russia’s massing troops along the 
Ukrainian border, which has raised 
fears of a possible wholesale inva-
sion of its western neighbor. (RFE/
RL, based on reporting by 
Rzeczpospolita)

Officials detain group in Kyiv

Authorities in Ukraine have 
detained a group of people sus-
pected of planning violent public 
acts across the country, including 
in the capital, Kyiv. Interior Affairs 
Minister Denys Monastyrskiy told 
reporters in Kyiv on January 31 
that the suspects had been appre-
hended a day earlier. He did not 
give the exact number of suspects 
detained. “Their plan was to orga-
nize a protest action of up to 5,000 
people and destabilize the situa-
tion in Ukraine via violent attacks 
against law enforcement and peo-
ple participating in the demonstra-
tion,” Mr. Monastyrskiy said, adding 
that up to 1,500 people planned to 
ignite clashes between protesters 
and police. Mr. Monastyrskiy added 
that law enforcement uncovered 
plans that showed a group of medi-
cal personnel was prepared to 
arrive at the planned clashes and 
make sure wounds suffered by the 
fake activists were shown on tele-
vision channels. Mr. Monastyrskiy 
compared the “planned demon-
strations by the group” with dem-
onstrations held in 2014 in Crimea 
before it was illegally annexed by 
Russia, and in eastern regions of 
Donetsk and Luhansk, some parts 
of which have been under the con-
trol of Russia-backed separatists 
since then. The minister said 
Ukrainian investigators are cur-
rently looking to see if there was a 
link between the detained group 
and Russia’s secret services. The 
chief of the National Police, Ihor 
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“Cyborg” by Wolodymyr Mohuchy, 
X l i b r i s  P u b l i s h i n g ,  2 0 2 1 .  I S B N : 
9781664191631 (softcover), $17.99, and 
ISBN: 9781664191648 (hardcover), $31.99, 
240 pp; ISBN: 9787664191624 (e-book), 
$3.99.

Wolodymyr Mohuchy’s latest book of 
fiction, “Cyborg,” is the second book in a 
series that follows the exploits of Terry 
Adams, a forensic investigator for an 
upscale law firm.

Adams is engaged by former NYPD offi-
cer Sol Abrams to mitigate death threats 
from the Russian mafia of the Brighton 
Beach section of New York who were tar-
geting Asher Feldman, a family friend. 
Feldman, from Mariupol, Ukraine, works as 
a brillianteer, polishing gemstones. He 
aided protesters during the Revolution of 
Dignity, and later served as a defender of 
the Donetsk Airport. The group of 
Ukrainian soldiers who resolutely defend-
ed the airport came to be known as 
“Cyborgs.”

Russian President Vladimir Putin’s war 
in the Donbas, once again, stirred his patri-
otic fervor. Feldman volunteered for ser-
vice in the Dnipro-1 Regiment. In boot 
camp, he cultivated his skill as a sniper, 
which was in high demand on the battle-
field. Again, at a critical time, he volun-
teered to defend the Donetsk Airport from 
Moscow’s aggression and became a 
Cyborg, a term the ruthless enemy impart-
ed on the indestructibly strong-willed 
fighters. His service as a Cyborg, however, 
was short-lived. During an overwhelming 
attack by Russian Special Forces, Asher 
was posted in a runway crater to help 
thwart the attack. In the heat of the battle, 
RPG shrapnel tore apart his left leg, which 
had to be amputated.

He eventually was brought to Walter 
Reed Hospital for rehabilitation. While 
waiting for his leg to heal enough to receive 
a permanent prosthesis, he plied his trade 
in the diamond district of Manhattan. 
Russian-speaking mobsters demanded that 
he provide them with the security layout of 
the facility in preparation for a burglary. 
They threatened his life and the lives of his 
wife and children. Adams turned to 
Mustafa Chubarov, a Brighton Beach chief-

tain with whom he had previous dealings. 
He verified that the threat came from over-
seas, most likely from Kyiv, where Terry 
went and identified the main culprit. In the 
process, he nearly forfeited his life.

“Cyborg” brings to light Ukraine’s war 
for independence in an action-filled adven-
ture, focusing on the 2013-2014 Euro-
Maidan protests in Kyiv, the occupation of 
Crimea and the war in the Donbas through 
the experiences of a combatant. Mr. 
Mohuchy underscores that he wants read-
ers to remember “Ukraine’s fallen heroes.”

Mr. Mohuchy, a philanthropist and com-
munity activist, is a retired technologist 
who specializes in electronic, microwave 
and phased array design. He is the author 
of “From the Ashes” (2013), a biographical 
novel of survival and redemption under the 
brutal Soviet and Nazi regimes. “Terminal 
Payback” (2016) is the initial Terry Adams 
adventure, which delves into a web of con-
spiracy and corruption on a global scale.

“Cyborg” is available online and at retail-
ers, including Amazon and Barnes & Noble. 
The book is available in hardcover, softcov-
er and e-book formats. For additional infor-
mation, readers may contact the book’s 
publisher, Xlibris, www.xlibris.com.

Shining light on Ukraine’s fight for freedom

The cover of the book “Cyborg” by 
Wolodymyr Mohuchy.

Courtesy of Xlibris

 BOOK REVIEW

“A Russian in Berlin,” by Alexander J. 
Motyl, Quamquam Quidquid Press, 2021. 
ISBN: 9798766292579 (softcover), $10, 166 
pp, and ISBN: 9781234567890 (e-book), 
$2.99.

by Peter J. Piaseckyj

Alexander Motyl is one of the few writers 
who can write a politico-philosophical sat-
ire with the bravura of a polymath author.

Opening the book felt like entering John 
le Carré’s world in “Absolute Friends.” Mr. 
Motyl presents a Berlin readily recognized 
from the description of the radical times 
and politics of the post war era in that city. 
At the time, Germany was on the front lines 
of the Cold War and in the throes of the 
Baader-Meinhof gang’s terrorist violence. 
That movement is thoroughly portrayed in 
a humorously scathing style. The author 
also goes into the history of post-revolu-
tionary Russia with which he is thoroughly 
familiar from his academic work.

The author’s in-depth knowledge and 
experience of American academia allows 
him to create a true composite of the pro-
tagonist of the novel, Harvard University 
Prof. Serge Romanoff (he uses the tsarist 
transliteration for the name). The backbone 
of the book revolves around the history of 
Mr. Romanoff’s experiences as a young Red 
Army soldier in the Great Patriotic War 
(World War II) as it is was referred to in the 
Soviet Union. He is recruited by the Soviet 
secret police (NKVD) and as an agent he 
emigrates to America. With the NKVD’s help 
he graduates from Harvard University and 
later becomes a professor. 

Mr. Motyl also has fun with Mr. 
Romanoff’s surname; the post-revolution-
ary Russian transliteration is Romanov. 
This émigré, post-World War II professor 
uses an aristocratic affectation in an effort 
to connect with the tsarist Romanovs. In 
the opening chapter, Mr. Romanoff arrives 
in Berlin as a Harvard University professor 
to give a keynote speech during the 30th 
anniversary commemoration of Germany’s 
unconditional surrender to the Allies on 
May 7, 1945.

When a German newspaper interviews 
Mr. Romanoff and publishes a photograph 
of him, all hell breaks loose. Five women 
identify him as a Soviet Army soldier who 
raped them. Mr. Motyl alluringly develops 
the women’s characters. He explores their 
childhoods in Nazi Germany, their experi-
ences in wartime Berlin and their efforts to 
heal after being raped.

Mr. Motyl also explores the role journal-
ism played in the scandal. As the editorial 
board of the German newspaper discusses 
and deals with the scandal internally, the 
newspaper’s lead reporter works to devel-
op a relationship with Mr. Romanoff that 
ultimately ends with an unconsummated 
sexual seduction of the lead character.

 The author writes with authority and 
with a deep philosophical and moral 
understanding of the heinous crime of the 
mass rape of women in Germany by the 
Red Army. The knowledge of these crimes 
until recently has been repressed in 
Germany, denied in Russia and little known 
in North America. It is a series of crimes 
that need further exposure.

Western estimates of the number of rape 
victims range from 200,000 to 2 million. 
Following a winter offensive by the Soviets 
in 1945, their soldiers are believed to have 
raped women throughout the major cities 
taken by the Red Army. Some individual 
women were raped by as many as several 
dozen soldiers at a time during the Soviet 
conquest of Poland and other Eastern 
European countries. 

According to British military historian 
Antony Beevor, following the Red Army’s 
capture of Berlin in 1945 Soviet troops 
raped German women and girls as young 
as eight. Readers are encouraged to read, 
for example, The New York Times’ 
Bestseller “Berlin: The Downfall 1945,” by 
Mr. Beevor, and, in particular, chapter three 
of that book. It is a gut-wrenching account 
of the atrocities committed by the Red 
Army. According to Mr. Beevor, Soviet lead-
ers Lavrentiy Beria and Joseph Stalin knew 
perfectly well what was going on, and this 
author believes the Allies also knew, but 
Stalin was an ally and they chose not to 
focus on the crimes.

But Mr. Motyl also includes humorous 
elements in the book. His knowledge of the 
rivalries and intrigues in American aca-
demia provides alluring vignettes of humor, 
however sad they may be. As a foil to Mr. 
Romanoff and for humorous effect, Mr. 
Motyl introduces Prof. Boris Ivanov of Yale 
University, who chairs the school’s history 
department. 

Mr. Motyl bases the character of Mr. 
Ivanov on Georg von Rauch who wrote “A 
History of Soviet Russia,” first published in 
1960. Mr. von Rauch, a Baltic German, was 
born in Pskov, Russia, and was raised on 
the myths of imperial Russian historiogra-
phy, which explains his understanding of 
Russia and Ukraine, as well as his concep-
tions of empire and nation. 

Mr. Motyl dives into the spat between 
Messrs. Ivanov and Romanoff with the fol-
lowing lines: “Ivanov was certain that 
Romanoff, his main competitor in the 
world of Russian historians, was a charla-
tan. He railed against him and his theories 
in his books, in his articles, and in his con-
ference presentations.”

Russian imperial historiographies that 
abound today began with Teofan Prokopo-
vych. Yale University Prof. George Vernadsky 
introduced this model of historiography to 
American academia through his five-volume 
“History of Russia,” published by Yale Uni-
ver sity Press in 1943. Although Ukrainian 
and well versed in Ukrainian history, Mr. Ver-
nadsky integrated the history of Ukrainians 
into his general scheme of Russian history.

Mr. Motyl’s book helps expose the mach-
inations of Russian, American, British and 
German (East and West) secret services in 
a delicious dead pan manner in a manner 
reminiscent of spies portrayed in Mad 
Magazine’s comic strip Spy vs. Spy.

The story is a thoroughly wonderful, 
entertaining escapade exposing heinous 
historical crime. The book’s ending is explo-
sive and details an international coverup.

Exposing a heinous historical crime

The cover of the book “A Russian in 
Berlin,” by Alexander J. Motyl

camouflage measures are being carried 
out,” according to the Russian defense min-
istry (Izvestia, January 31).

Unlike the wider force buildup close to 
Ukraine, the Russian deployment to 
Belarus for Allied Resolve 2022 includes 
military personnel, meaning that the 
Ground Forces and VDV BTGs are fully 
manned. Allied Resolve 2022 is not an ordi-
nary joint military exercise, reflected in its 
scale of deployment, combat service sup-
port, amassing firepower including stand-
off strike systems, and the timing of sus-
pending participation in the 2011 Vienna 
document until the end of February. Allied 
Resolve 2022 appears calibrated as a 
maskirovka operation to conceal precise 
planning for military operations, either 
directly using Belarus territory to mount 
an attack south across the Ukraine border 
or to distract attention from the wider 
massing of Russian forces.

Even as outside observers closely exam-
ine details of the ongoing Russian force 
buildup, especially indicators such as 
amassed blood supplies and field hospital 
preparations, scant attention seems to have 
been paid to how network-enabled and dig-
itized the likely military operation might 
prove to be. Russia’s Armed Forces appear 
to be in the final stages of assembling a 
large-scale force to conduct large-scale 
operations in Ukraine, but first the integrat-
ed network-centric application of military 
force is highly likely to overwhelm Ukraine’s 
Armed Forces and the Ukrainian state at 
high speed. The Kremlin’s ultimate inten-
tions remain largely inscrutable, and the 
possibility for miscalculation on all sides is 
high. Yet one truism is clear: the level of 
Russian forces committed to the theater 
and maintaining heightened combat readi-
ness cannot be sustained indefinitely.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 4)
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For her part, Ms. Thomas-Greenfield 
asserted that Russia was “attempting, with-
out any factual basis, to paint Ukraine and 
Western countries as the aggressors to fab-
ricate a pretext for attack.”

As The Ukrainian Weekly was going to 
print, The Washington Post reported on 
February 3 that U.S. officials “say they have 
evidence that Russia has developed a plan, 
approved at high levels in Moscow, to cre-
ate a pretext for invading Ukraine by falsely 
pinning an attack on Ukrainian forces that 
could involve alleged casualties not only in 
eastern Ukraine but also in Russia.

At the U.N., Mr. Nebenzya said Russia 
was only defending its right to ensure its 
own security.  He accused the West of 
bringing “pure Nazis” to power in Ukraine, 
and of “making heroes out of those peoples 
who fought on the side of Hitler.”

Ms. Thomas-Greenfield countered by 
reminding the Security Council of “the pat-
tern of aggression we’ve seen from Russia 
again and again.”

“What would it mean for the world if for-
mer empires had license to start reclaiming 
territory by force?” she asked.

The confrontation was one of the sharp-
est in recent memory in an international 
forum and it marked the start divide that 
still exists between the different parties in 
the escalating conflict.

Meanwhile, Serhiy Kyslytsia, Ukraine’s 
ambassador to the UN, assured the Council 
that Ukraine is a peaceful country with no 
intention of conducting armed operations 
near Russian borders.

“Ukraine is not going to launch a military 
offensive, either in the Donbas or in Crimea, 
nor anywhere else,” Mr. Kyslytsia said. 
“Ukraine sees no alternative to peaceful 
resolution of the ongoing conflict and res-
toration of its sovereignty and territorial 
integrity.”

But Mr. Kyslytsia’s remarks were not 
heard by the Russian ambassador during 
the Security Council meeting because Mr. 
Nebenzya left the meeting before the 
Ukrainian ambassador began speaking.

The Ukrainian Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs commented on the issue after the 
meeting.

“We consider the Russian permanent 

representative leaving the meeting before 
its closure not only disrespectful to the 
issue under discussion, but also as con-
tempt to the U.N. Security Council as a body 
created to consider threats to international 
peace and security,” the ministry said.

Mr. Kyslytsia said Ukraine has encoun-
tered a surge in Russian disinformation, 
including false accusations of Ukraine plot-
ting a military attack.

“This is not going to happen. This is 
direct evidence of Russia’s unwillingness to 
de-escalate and prepare to justify its possi-
ble further aggression,” Mr. Kyslytsia said.

“We are well aware of Russia’s history of 
ploys and provocations, and we will do 
everything possible to prevent another 
Mainila-type provocation by Russia [The 
Mainila incident was a Soviet provocation 
used by the Soviet leadership as a formal 
pretext for starting the 1939 Soviet-Finnish 
war],” Mr. Kyslytsia said.

Ukraine’s ambassador to the U.N. 
stressed that Kyiv still has not received 
credible explanations for its military build-
up around Ukraine’s borders.

Ms. Thomas-Greenfield, the U.S. ambas-
sador to the U.N., said it is the largest mobi-
lization of troops in Europe in decades.

“You’ve heard from our Russian col-
leagues that we’re calling for this meeting 
to make you uncomfortable. Imagine how 
uncomfortable you would be if you had 
100,000 troops sitting on your border in 
the way that these troops are sitting on the 
border with Ukraine,” she said, adding that 
Russian aggression threatens not only 
Ukraine, but the whole of Europe and the 
international legal order, which the 
Security Council is obliged to maintain.

“If the Russian Federation invades 
Ukraine, none of us will have the right to 
say that it was absolutely unpredictable. 
And the consequences will be terrible,” Ms. 
Thomas-Greenfield said. “In the wake of 
World War II, the Council was formed to 
address precisely the kind of threat that 
Ukraine now faces.”

Ukraine also received support from the 
United Kingdom, whose representative to 
the U.N. reminded the Council that a similar 
situation occurred 14 years ago during the 
Russian invasion in Georgia.

“In 2008, at the meeting of the U.N. 
Security Council, Russia said it was sending 
peacekeepers to Georgia. In fact, it invaded 
a sovereign state. In 2014, Russia immedi-

(Continued from page 1)
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so-called “graveyard of empires.” Zinc-lined 
coffins began coming back every week, 
contributing to yet another revolution. In 
the tsars’ empire, Brezhnev’s USSR and Mr. 
Putin’s Russia, dissent has been sup-
pressed, but that doesn’t mean people don’t 
have opinions. Historically Russians have 
been silent and passive, until they’re not.

In fact, Ukrainians don’t want to be with 
Russia; they’ve repeatedly let that be 
known. Silent and passive, until they were 
not, 90-plus percent of Ukrainians, includ-
ing millions of Russian-speakers in Crimea 
and Donbas, in December 1991 voted for 
independence. The formerly powerless 
Soviet Ukrainian representation at the UN, 
the country’s foreign affairs ministry, etc., 
transformed into institutions asserting a 
long-sought national goal.

Should Mr. Putin now reinvade, he will 
be met with armed opposition. There’s a 
long history of that going back to the 
Cossacks in the 17th Century, the 
Haidamaks in the 18th, Nestor Makhno, 
Symon Petliura, the Black Ravens in post 
imperial Russia, UPA in the 20th Century 
and militia groups that spontaneously 
organized after Russia’s instigation of “sep-

aratists” in Donbas in 2014. It’s been a 
recurring phenomenon, generation after 
generation whenever the need and oppor-
tunity came up. Like now.

In 2014, when Victor Yanukovych was 
driven from power, Ukraine did not have 
much of an army. Today it does. Should 
Russia invade, there will be thousands of 
deaths on both sides, along with crippling 
economic sanctions that Ukraine’s U.S., 
Canadian and other NATO allies pledge to 
impose against a Russia already plagued by 
economic problems, COVID-19 and smol-
dering social unrest. Should body bags start 
returning home, Russian families will inevi-
tably ask, “Why my son, my husband, my 
father, my sister, my mother or my wife? 
And for what?”

Ironically, Mr. Putin’s moves against 
Ukraine have strengthened nationhood, 
driving Ukrainians ever-further away from 
Russia, confirming a widespread conviction 
that the two nations might be brothers, but 
they’re also separate. Cain and Abel were 
brothers. That didn’t work out so well. If 
Mr. Putin reinvades Ukraine, he may go 
down in history not for restoring the 
Russian Empire, but for provoking yet 
another revolution and with it the dissolu-
tion of the Federation. Many non-Russian 
peoples, silent and passive, also yearn to be 
free. They are silent until they’re not.

(Continued from page 7)

Russian wars...

ately denied the presence of Russian troops 
in Crimea while its soldiers were engaged 
in annexation. Today, Russia denies its 
troops are threatening Ukraine,” said James 
Kariuki, the U.K.’s deputy representative to 
the U.N.

U.N. Under Secretary General Rosemary 
A. DiCarlo highlighted the “complex and 
long-standing security concerns and threat 
perceptions that have been raised” in her 
speech at the beginning of the meeting.

Meanwhile, the Belarusian representa-
tive said that “the Russian-Belarusian mili-
tary exercises scheduled for February con-
cern only the security of Belarus.”

The United States, Poland, Ukraine, 
Norway, and Lithuania have called on the 
United Nations to take preventive action to 
reduce tensions in Europe and ensure the 
right of peoples to live in peace.

Ms. Thomas-Greenfield also noted that 
Russia has moved nearly 5,000 troops into 
Belarus, together with short-range ballistic 
missiles, special forces and anti-aircraft 
batteries.

“We’ve seen evidence that Russia 
intends to expand that presence to more 
than 30,000 troops near the Belarus-
Ukraine border, less than two hours north 
of Kyiv, by early February,” she said.

“Based on experience, we cannot believe 
Russian declarations, but [we can believe] 
only practical moves on the withdrawal of 
troops from the border,” Mr. Kyslytsia said.

Russia has insisted that Ukrainian entry 
into NATO is a red line. Mr. Kyslytsia 
addressed the issue at the Council meeting.

“Ukraine strongly rejects any attempt to 
use the threat of force as an instrument of 
pressure to make Ukraine and our partners 
accept illegitimate demands,” Ukraine’s 
ambassador to the U.N. said, referring to 
Russian demands that NATO never accept 
Ukraine into the alliance.

He said there is no room for compro-
mise on principal issues for Ukraine.

“The most principled position for 
Ukraine is that we have inherent sovereign 
right to choose our own security arrange-
ments, including treaties of alliance, which 
Russia cannot question,” Mr. Kyslytsia said.

Following the Security Council meeting, 
Ukraine’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs issued 
a statement saying that the U.N. meeting 
was an essential step in preventing a new 
wave of armed aggression by Russia 
against Ukraine.

“Despite Russia’s attempt to disrupt the 
meeting, the Security Council was able to 
showcase a responsible approach to pre-
ventive diplomacy properly,” the ministry 
said.

“The Russian delegation’s statement that 
it does not want to see Ukraine in NATO 
contradicts Ukraine’s inherent sovereign 
right to choose our own security arrange-
ments,” the ministry said.

Following the Security Council meeting, 
U.S. President Joe Biden said “the United 
States presented in detail the full nature of 
Russia’s threat to Ukraine’s sovereignty and 
territorial integrity. And we made clear to 
the international community the full impli-
cations of that threat – not just for Ukraine, 
but for the core tenets of the U.N. Charter 
and the modern international order.”

The Security Council will meet again on 
February 17 to discuss implementation of 
the Minsk agreements. Ukraine says it 
plans to provide evidence of Russia’s non-
compliance with the Minsk agreements, 
according to Oleh Nikolenko, a spokesman 
for Ukraine’s Foreign Affairs Ministry.

The U.N. General Assembly will then 
hold a traditional yearly debate on the 
“Situation in the temporarily occupied ter-
ritories of Ukraine” on February 23.

ing Attila the Hun as possibly being a 
Ukrainian named Bohdan Hatylo. The plot 
of the 2006 Ukrainian thriller-film “The Pit” 
(Shtolnia) concerns teen archaeologists bat-
tling a fictional secret society of pre-Chris-
tian pagan worshipers of the god Perun.

These quasi-fictional accounts can be 
fun and entertaining. But just how true are 
the facts about our history presented in 
“Amulet”? Consider the statements of the 
professor in his “book.”

Amulet and history

The professor is correct when he 
describes Trypillian wedding rituals, and 
states that the thousands-of-years-old 
Trypillian pottery exhibits the first sign of 
letters. He also informs us of how these 
ancients burned their homes to return 
them to the gods, as part of the eternal 
cycle of life.

Unfortunately, the Paleolithic scenes 
were rather weakly staged and acted. It’s a 
bit jarring to hear Cro-Magnon people 
speak in contemporary Ukrainian, and the 
CGI Smilodon (Sabre-tooth tiger) betrays 
its vintage.

But we do know that Ukraine’s “Ruska 
Pravda” was, in fact, the first legal codex in 
all of Europe. When princess Anna was 
betrothed to illiterate King Henry of France, 
the film correctly tells us that Yaroslav the 
Wise’s kingdom stretched from the Baltic 
to the Black seas, and from the Carpathian 
Mountains to the Volga River, while France 
was barely limited to the Parisian environs 
and Orleans. At the same time, chronicles 

tell us there were 400 churches in Kyiv 
alone. No wonder Kyiv’s royal daughters 
were so desired to upgrade the pedigrees 
of European kingdoms.

There are many other established facts 
throughout the film, but the central ques-
tion is how accurate is the film’s assertion 
of a consistent line of Ukrainian ancestry 
back to prehistory?

For answers to that, we can turn to 
Ukraine’s greatest modern historian, 
Mykhailo Hrushevsky.

Historian Hrushevsky

In Hrushevsky’s multi-volume “History 
of Ukraine-Rus’,” his consistent focus was 
on a history of the people (even when dis-
possessed) rather than the state. His con-
clusion was unambiguous: the Ukrainian 
people inhabited this land from remote, 
prehistoric times.

In volume one, he writes that even 
before the great eastern Slav migrations of 
the 4th century A.D., “there is no evidence 
that any other people lived on our territory 
before its colonization by Indo-Europeans.” 
In fact, Hrushevsky asserts that, even 
despite all upheavals, the Ukrainian people 
“can be regarded as the region’s indigenous 
population.”

It might be effective marketing if the 
producers of this film were to include a 
small plastic “amulet” for all who will pur-
chase the DVD. Moreover, it would illustrate 
how the roots of Ukrainians go back many 
thousands of years.

But ultimately, in the words of Ms. 
Yatsina, “Our story is the story of love for 
your wife, for your lover, for your land. Any 
person that has Ukraine in their heart – 
that is the Amulet!”

(Continued from page 11)
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and repeated claims made by the Polish 
deserter Emil Czeczko (YouTube, December 
25) that the Polish military supposedly killed 
“hundreds” of Middle Eastern mig rants who 
crossed the border from Belarus and buried 
them in forests of eastern Poland.

Mr. Lukashenka called sanctions target-
ing Belarus the modern-day “inquisition” 
and claimed that half of the world is sub-
jected to sanctions imposed by the West, in 
a bid to retain its global hegemony. He 
boasted that Belarus’s strategy of dealing 
with COVID-19 without lockdowns is now 
accepted as the right one by most of the 
world even though his country is rarely if 
ever acknowledged as the authentic pio-
neer of that strategy.

Belarus’s head of state rejected the idea 
that the protests of 2020 could have been 
caused by domestic problems, stressing 
that outside powers had spent $6 billion on 
an attempted regime change in Belarus. 
That insidious influence, he declared, was 
exerted through a network of non-govern-
mental organizations (NGO) funded by the 
West – which, he contended, both he and 
the Belarusian foreign affairs ministry had 
taken “too lightly” – as well as via armed 
sleeper cells and bloggers. However, 
according to Mr. Lukashenka’s estimation, 
only about 10 percent of Belarusians are 
interested in regime change. The president 
referenced that Belarusian high-technolo-
gy-sector workers, especially those 
employed by resident companies of the 
Minsk-based High-Tech Park (HTP), had 
been a common sight at the protest rallies 
in 2020. He attributed the intense partici-
pation to the fact that, unlike other infor-
mation technology (IT) specialists, those at 
the HTP perform tasks outsourced by 
major IT giants from the United States, so 
purportedly the orders to join protests 
came immediately from their headquarters. 
Mr. Lukashenka, nevertheless, pledged that 
Minsk is ready to return to peaceful coop-
eration with the West and can even help 
Western politicians “save face” if they agree 
to extend an olive branch. One peculiar 

comment pertained to growing contacts 
with Turkey: “Look,” Mr. Lukashenka 
exclaimed, “Turkey is a NATO [North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization] member, and 
yet it behaves decently.”

He assured the audience that Russia is 
not planning to absorb Belarus. And in one 
result of their close bilateral cooperation, 
the Belarusian nuclear power plant at 
Astravets turned out to be immensely ben-
eficial; a second such plant may be built in 
Mogilev Oblast in the foreseeable future, he 
predicted. Indeed, Mr. Lukashenka pointed 
out that Belarus recently extended a help-
ing hand to Ukraine by supplying it with 
much-needed electricity.

Perhaps one of the most intriguing top-
ics touched upon during the state of the 
country address was constitutionally man-
dated term limits for Belarus’s president. In 
response to a question from the audience, 
Mr. Lukashenka said he favors two consec-
utive term limits. As to why he himself has 
not abided by this principle, he said that 
“the situation did not let him go” and that a 
disaster would have happened had he 
decided, as he reportedly planned, not to 
take part in the 2020 elections. However, 
provided the country is stable, Mr. 
Lukashenka said two terms are more than 
enough. And despite his repeated past 
assurances that combining political posi-
tions is unacceptable, a recent initiative 
concerning the exception to this rule was 
advanced specifically for the incumbent 
president (Belta, January 22). In other 
words, Mr. Lukashenka, while still presi-
dent, may be “asked” to also chair the All-
Belarusian People’s Assembly, a body that 
has been officially written into the new 
constitution, which will seek legitimation in 
a referendum scheduled for the end of 
February. This initiative confirms what has 
been suggested by multiple commentators, 
including this author (Ukraina.ru, January 
27): while Mr. Lukashenka may be thinking 
about retirement, he is not about to 
announce it any time soon.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

the authorities.
The Dikoe Pole Army’s potential role – 

even if a small or partial one – in legitimat-
ing a Russian reinvasion of Ukraine scenar-
io is tied to the group’s efforts in recent 
weeks “to convey the truth about what is 
happening in Donbas through foreign 
media.” Namely, the organization’s afore-
mentioned blog has reported on a meeting 
between Italian journalist Alessandro 
Cassieri and Olga Kobtseva, who heads the 
LPR’s delegation to the working subgroup 
on exchange of prisoners of war within the 
Trilateral Contact Group on conflict resolu-
tion. Their conversation was purposely held 
at an entry-exit checkpoint “that is not 
working due to the opposition of the 
Ukrainian side” (Dikoe-pole.info, January 
15).

Mr. Cassieri works for one of the most 
popular Italian television channels, RAI 1. 
Bringing the Italian media to the Donbas 
frontline is presumably an attempt by the 
Russian proxies to make their complaints 
look legitimate and raise the status of the 
dispute. Speaking to the Italian journalist, 
Ms. Kobtseva explained that “the infra-
structure [at the checkpoint] has been idle 
for a year and a half,” adding, “it was com-
pleted in November 2020, but through the 
fault of Ukraine, it has not been used up to 
now. The checkpoint provides a road corri-
dor for residents of the LPR and Ukraine 
but, unfortunately, only periodic humani-
tarian convoys come in.” Kyiv and the LPR 
authorities reached an agreement in March 
2020 on two new checkpoints in the areas 
of Schastya and Zolotoye but failed to con-
cur about security and other issues. 
Ukraine then “unilaterally” (on its own 
terms) opened these checkpoints in a 
move that “the Republic [LPR] considers a 
provocation” (Dikoe-pole.info, January 15).

Relatively minor issues, such as a dis-
pute over two checkpoints, have the poten-
tial to develop into more significant con-
flicts in Donbas. In this case, the dispute 
refers to the detention of an observer from 
the LPR by the Ukrainian authorities. The 

security of the personnel involved with 
such checkpoints is supposed to be guar-
anteed by the Joint Coordination and 
Control Center (JCCC), but Ukraine 
detained the LPR observer appointed to 
the JCCC, Andrei Kosiak. Though born in 
the Luhansk region, Mr. Kosiak holds a 
Russian passport. The Security Service of 
Ukraine declared him to be part of a LPR 
cossack militia and arrested him in 
October on suspicion of using his JCCC cer-
tification as a cover for a terrorist plot 
(Sharij.news, October 19). Mr. Kosiak’s 
alleged links to a Luhansk cossack group 
may explain why Dikoe Pole is now 
involved in publicizing the purported deba-
cle at the entry-exit checkpoints in Donbas.

For their part, the Russian authorities 
took six days to react to Mr. Kosiak’s deten-
tion; and when they did it was, as foreign 
affairs ministry spokesperson Maria 
Zakharova put it, to “urge Ukrainians to 
inform us of the location of Russian citizen 
A.V. Kosiak and provide him access to 
Russian consular services.” The Ukrainian 
delegation to the Trilateral Contact Group 
responded rather sharply, saying that “this 
is Moscow’s official recognition of the par-
ticipation of Russian citizens in the conflict 
in the East of Ukraine. After eight years of 
lying that Russia has nothing to do with the 
conflict, this is an important admission that 
it was Moscow that unleashed it and sup-
ports it. Now Ukraine can use this recogni-
tion in international organizations of the 
highest level – the [United Nations] 
Security Council, the OSCE [Organization 
for Security and Cooperation in Europe] 
and other organizations, and it will be 
much more difficult for Russia to argue 
that it has nothing to do with the conflict in 
the Donbas” (Disinfo.md.ru, October 20). 
Quite apart from demonstrating Moscow’s 
involvement, the recent weeks’ deliberate 
moves of the LPR and its cossack proxies in 
raising the visibility of this issue for the 
international media suggests larger plans 
on the part of the Kremlin.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)

Dikoe Pole...
(Continued from page 2)

Lukashenka’s...

framework agreement to manufacture 
Turkish drones in Ukraine.

Their visits are meant to coordinate 
positions “before and after all contacts with 
Russia,” to ensure “unity” and so that 
“Russia hears the same messages from all 
partners,” Ukraine’s top diplomat said.

A day after visiting Kyiv, Mr. Johnson told 
Russian President Vladimir Putin during a 
phone call that he would make a “tragic 
miscalculation” if Moscow forces make fur-
ther incursions in Ukraine.

Mark Rutte, the prime minister of the 
Netherlands, stressed that “every effort 
must now be made to de-escalate” the situ-
ation, while adding that any further 
Russian move into Ukraine would trigger a 
“robust” package of Western sanctions.

A seventh planeload of U.S. defensive 
weapons landed in Kyiv on February 3, 
coinciding with the week-long diplomatic 
visits of support.

All of Kyiv’s interlocutors, starting with 
the White House, have foremost empha-
sized dialogue and diplomacy to diffuse the 
precarious security situation caused by 
Russia. Kyiv has numerous times been 
rejected by Moscow for bilateral or other 
platforms of talks to resolve the ongoing 
war and ease tension.

The latest beat of war drums started in 
April. Then, Russia amassed some 100,000 
soldiers and military hardware near 

Ukraine. That force was in addition to the 
permanent forces Russia has stationed in 
the occupied parts of the Donbas and the 
Crimean Peninsula, which it forcibly seized 
in 2014 and which kicked off a war that has 
killed over 14,000 people.

Most of those troops were later with-
drawn, but not the military infrastructure 
set in place at surrounding bases. In 
November, the soldiers – the easiest com-
ponent of war to move – started to rede-
ploy, the U.S. said alarmingly.

A month later, Moscow published two 
draft treaties addressed to NATO and 
Washington demanding the defense alli-
ance cease all cooperation with Ukraine, 
including the supply of weapons.

Those and other demands to dismantle 
NATO’s security architecture, were preced-
ed in July by a 7,000-word diatribe about 
Ukraine authored by Mr. Putin. Its contents 
questioned Ukraine’s right to sovereignty 
and insisted that Russians and Ukrainians 
are “one nation.”

Mr. Kuleba dismissed the Kremlin’s 
demands as a red herring. Apart from being 
a nuclear-armed country with Europe’s 
largest standing army, Russia, according to 
the foreign affairs minister, was never wor-
ried about the growth of NATO or the size 
of European members’ armies, whose com-
bined size are smaller than Russia’s.

When Russia invaded Ukraine in 2014, 
he noted, Kyiv’s official foreign policy 
stance was that of a non-aligned country, 
based on a law that was passed four years 
earlier.

“When I now hear the flawed argument 
that Ukraine’s neutrality could make [Mr.] 
Putin less aggressive, I wonder how? It did 
not stop him from attacking us in 2014, so 
it is hard to see why it would stop him 
now,” Mr. Kuleba said.

He accused Russia of “threatening a new 
war … and putting forward bizarre and ille-
gitimate ultimatums.”

Meanwhile, the U.S. has backtracked on 
using the word “imminent” when describing 
Russia’s military buildup and possible full-
scale war. “We still don’t know that he’s [Mr. 
Putin] made a decision,” White House press 
secretary Jen Psaki said on February 2.

Still, Russia is moving ahead with 
planned military drills with Belarus this 
month. The most active phase of those drills 
is scheduled for February 10-20. Those 

drills, at their nearest point to Kyiv, will 
occurr less than 100 kilometers (62 miles) 
from the Ukrainian capital.

NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg 
said Russia already sent 30,000 soldiers, 
including special operation forces, combat 
aircraft, long-range Iskander missiles and 
S400 missile systems to neighboring 
Belarus.

It is Russia’s biggest deployment of com-
bat troops and modern weapons to Belarus 
since the end of the Cold War, he said.

“All this will be combined with Russia’s 
annual nuclear forces exercise,” Mr. Stolten-
berg said.

Early on February 3, Belarus accused 
Ukraine of violating its airspace by flying a 
drone that Minsk says it had shot down. 
Kyiv denied the accusation. In December, 
Belarus made a similar accusation involving 
an alleged Ukrainian helicopter flying across 
the border. That allegation was denied and 
Ukraine’s defense attaché was summoned 
to the defense ministry of Belarus.

Meanwhile, to help Ukraine withstand 
the adverse economic effects of further 
Russian aggression, five countries launched 
a $47 million fund. The multi-donor coali-
tion, consisting of the U.S., Sweden, 
Switzerland, Britain and Canada, say the 
fund will last three years.

Its purpose is “to bolster the resilience 
and perseverance of communities in east-
ern Ukraine in the face of Russia’s aggres-
sion,” the U.S. Agency for International 
Development said in a news release on 
February 2.

(Continued from page 1)
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“U.S. government assistance to Ukraine 
aims to support the development of a 
secure, democratic, prosperous and free 
Ukraine, fully integrated into the Euro-
Atlantic community,” the U.S. Department 
of State said about the aid deliveries.

This year on January 25, the latest ship-
ment of U.S. military assistance to Ukraine 
arrived weighing in at nearly 80 tons, and 
included 300 Javelin missiles to help coun-
ter Russia’s escalating threat of a reinvasion 
of Ukraine. This was the third installment 
of the $200 million in aid authorized by 
President Joe Biden. A second shipment 
arrived on January 23 and also included 
more than 80 tons of weapons, and the first 

shipment arrived on January 21.
The State Department detailed that the 

assistance to Ukraine included non-lethal 
and lethal defense items, including High 
Mobility Multipurpose Wheeled Vehicles 
(Humvees), tactical Unmanned Aerial 
Vehicles (UAVs), secure communications, 
satellite imagery and analysis support, 
counter-battery radars, night vision devices 
and thermal scopes, sniper rifles and equip-
ment to support military medical treatment 
and combat evacuation procedures.

Since 2014, the State Department said, 
the U.S. has committed more than $2.7 bil-
lion in security assistance “to build the 
capacity of Ukraine’s forces, including more 
than $650 million in 2021 alone.”

Source: “First shipment of U.S. aid arrives 
in Ukraine’s capital,” by Marta Kolomayets, 
The Ukrainian Weekly, February 16, 1992.

(Continued from page 6)
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to Patriot Front, a U.S. white supremacist 
group.

National corps

Founded in 2016 by Andriy Biletskiy, 
National Corps counts veterans of the Azov 
Battalion among its core supporters. Azov 
itself was incorporated into the Ukrainian 
National Guard as a way to formalize com-
mand over, and funding for, the disparate 
paramilitaries that fought against Russia-
backed separatists in the early years of the 
war in the Donbas.

He gained renown in mid-2014 when he 
was at the forefront of a battle to take back 
the port city of Mariupol from Russia-
backed separatists. Mr. Biletskiy was elect-
ed to Ukraine’s parliament that year. 
Ukraine’s National Guard, meanwhile, 
started bringing militias like Azov under 
formal government oversight.

But by 2019, however, Mr. Biletsky’s 
party failed, along with other right-wing 
political groups, to win any seats in parlia-
ment.

Mr. Biletsky, who maintains a prominent 
public voice accusing the government of 
negligence in preparing the country for 
war, did not attend the January 30 training.

Asked about National Corps’ ties with 
Azov, one of his chief deputies, Maksym 
Zhorin, called the persistent reports about 
extremist ideology “a product of Russian 
propaganda and disinformation” aimed at 
discrediting it.

He insisted that National Corps was now 
completely separate from Azov.

“Preparation for war should not be con-
sidered from a political point of view,” Mr. 
Zhorin told reporters. “We look at it only 
from the point of view of the defense of the 
state.”

“The first thing we have to do is prepare 
the local population, prepare the army, pre-
pare the economy. And all the politics – 
that’s all in the background,” he said.

He accused the Ukrainian government of 
doing too little to prepare civilians for the 
possibility of an invasion by Russian forces. 
Asked about a new invasion, Mr. Zhorin 
said, “It will happen. It’s just a question of 
time.”

Guns … and first aid

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelens-
kyy’s government did push through a law 
formalizing a civilian defense-type organi-
zation. That law, called “On the Foundations 
of the National Resistance,” came into force 
on January 1, setting up the Territorial 
Defense Forces.

The plan envisions 25 brigades in nearly 
all of the country’s administrative regions, 
with plans to recruit 130,000 reservists. 

Last year, army units started holding small-
scale weekend sessions for civilian volun-
teers.

But for critics of the government, espe-
cially groups like National Corps, it’s too lit-
tle, too late. And private organizations and 
paramilitary groups like National Corps or 
the Ukrainian Legion have stepped up to 
conduct their own training sessions, which 
in some cases can double as recruiting 
events.

“Of course, at first people come and they 
want to learn how to shoot weapons,” said 
Oleksiy Sannikov, who heads Ukrainian 
Legion, a private group that does not have a 
political arm and has been organizing train-
ings since 2014. “But then we have to 
explain to them that it’s just as important to 
know how to do first aid, how to aid others, 
how to behave in a group setting.”

The January 30 training at the former 
ATEK factory in western Kyiv featured 
around 400 people, a motley crew that 
mixed university students and older men 
and women wearing street clothes suited 
for sidewalk strolling, with seasoned veter-
ans wearing camouflage fatigues or young 
men wearing all black clothing, including 
black balaclavas.

Smoke from barrel fires drifted through 
the ruined buildings and courtyards, as a 
more experienced group practiced storm-
ing an abandoned building. A less experi-
enced group was handed composite wood 
cutouts of rifles and then drilled in how to 
pivot and stand when aiming the rifle at a 
target.

Some wearing sneakers slipped in the 
snow as they practiced pivoting right and 
left, holding the wooden guns. Some 
bounced up and down to stay warm and 
blew on their fingers. All listened intently 
as the instructor showed them how to look 
down the sights of the rifle.

“We all know what happened in 2014. 
There was no military recruitment. No one 
knew what to do. The officers were idiots,” 
said Danylo Hrabovskiy, a 21-year-old stu-
dent training at a Kyiv-area aviation engi-
neering institute.

People who did volunteer to fight ended 
up being sent to the Donbas front lines, 
where many died needlessly, said Mr. 
Hrabovskiy, who expects to be commis-
sioned as a lieutenant and deployed in a 
combat unit when he finishes his schooling.

For example, he said, volunteers did not 
have proper field and emergency medical 
training – like how to apply a proper tour-
niquet – so they died of blood loss.

Mr. Hrabovskiy said he and other volun-
teers were frustrated by Ukrainian weap-
ons laws, which include onerous regula-
tions for people wanting to have a gun in 
their own homes. He said it’s totally unreal-
istic for volunteers trained in civil defense 
to drive 20 minutes to a district armory to 
get their weapons in the event of war.

(Continued from page 4)
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communist takeover of Czechoslovakia, one 
of the most unconscionable chapters of 
post-World War II history.

Mr. Carlson also seems to be saying that 
Ukraine has no right to be a free and inde-
pendent nation-state, a position that comes 
from a lack of understanding history. 
Centuries of Russian efforts to exert ever 
greater control over Ukraine and suppress 
Ukrainian nation-building efforts have 
resulted in Russian genocidal policies direct-
ed at Ukraine. They culminated in Stalin’s 
1932-1933 famine-genocide against the 
Ukrainian people, known as the Holodomor, 
where millions of Ukrainians were starved 
to death. To this day, Mr, Putin denies this 
equivalent of the Ukrainian Holocaust. 

Russia’s current policies are an exten-
sion of that genocide. Mr. Putin’s ultimate 
aim is to Russify and annex Ukraine against 
its will. A Russian takeover of Ukraine 
would result in a bloodbath with millions 
more victims shot, murdered or exiled to 
Siberia. In fact, the genocide has begun. 
Recently we have seen it in the forcible 
elimination of Ukrainian social life, 
Ukrainian organizations, schools, libraries, 
etc., in the Russian Federation. In the occu-
pied parts of Ukraine (Crimea, Donetsk, 
Luhansk) we are witnessing the forced 
transformation of Ukrainians and other 
non-Russian ethnic groups through intimi-
dation, persecution, the issuance of Russian 
passports, the imposition of Russian 
schools, etc.

The ongoing Russian genocide is in 
accordance with the definition of genocide 
found in the U.N. Genocide Convention of 
1948, writes the Canadian historian and 

expert on genocides Roman Serbyn, who is 
professor emeritus at the Université du 
Québec à Montréal. The U.N. Convention on 
Genocide defines it “as the destruction of a 
national or ethnic group, as such.” These 
acts are not unlike the now generally recog-
nized genocides and Sinicization of the 
Uyghurs and Tibetans in China. Mr. 
Carlson’s faulty reading of Mr. Putin and 
Russia implicates him in such a genocide. 

Contrary to what Mr. Putin claims, 
Russians and Ukrainians are not “brothers.” 
While Russia and Ukraine shared periods of 
history, their relationship has been more 
akin to a master and slave. Mr. Putin’s 
attempts to sanitize the imperial past make 
a mockery of history. Far from being frater-
nal nations, many Ukrainians see their his-
torical relationship with Russia as more akin 
to an abused spouse in a forced marriage.

Mr. Putin is trying to reconstruct the old 
Russian-Soviet empire that Ronald Reagan 
called the “evil empire.” Some say Mr. 
Putin’s goal is merely to Finlandize Ukraine. 
That is far from the case. The consensus 
among experts is that Mr. Putin is prepar-
ing a coup in Kyiv and its ultimate aim is to 
forcibly expand the borders of Russia to 
gradually incorporate all of Ukraine. If not 
stopped, Russians could be at the gates of 
Berlin again, as they were in 1945. It is not 
only in the interests of the U.S. and Europe 
to stop Russian expansionism; it is a moral 
and geostrategic imperative.

Jaroslaw Martyniuk is a former diplomat 
and principal administrator with the 
International Energy Agency/Organization 
of Economic Cooperation and Development 
in Paris, and a retired researcher affiliated 
with Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty in 
Munich and Washington. He is the author of 
“Monte Rosa: Memoir of an Accidental Spy.”

(Continued from page 6)
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Туристичні послуги: авіяквитки в Україну та інші країни • Пересилка  
пакунків, автомобілів та контейнерів в Україну та інші країни світу • 
Українські та европейські компакт-диски • Українські сувеніри та хустки

Пачки, автомобілі  
та контейнери  

в УкраїнУ

UNA BRANCH 37 ANNUAL MEETING
Saturday, February 19, 2022

Basking Ridge NJ:  Branch 37 of the UNA, Inc. will hold its annual meeting 
on Saturday, February 19, at 11:00 am virtually via ZOOM video conferencing. 
On the agenda: 1) election of two delegates and one alternate to the 40th 
UNA Convention to be held at Soyuzivka on May 13-15, 2022; 
2) Discussion about UNA’s new Corporate Governance Structure.

If you wish to participate in the meeting, please email the 
Branch Secretary, Oksana Stanko, at stankouna@optimum.
net to set up the ZOOM link or call at 908-872-2192. 

Klymenko, told journalists at the same press 
conference that the alleged organizer of the 
event and a person suspected of being his 
assistant were among those detained. The 
two suspects are Ukrainian citizens, he 
added. Mr. Klymenko also said that the 
group had received more than 1 million 
hryvnia ($34,500) as a partial payment from 
the people who ordered the disturbances, 
the first of which was supposed to be held in 
front of the Ukrainian president’s office in 

Kyiv on January 31. “We are currently work-
ing on finding who ordered the disturbances 
and who could be the final beneficiaries of 
them. We do realize, however, who would be 
interested in destabilizing the situation in 
Ukraine,” Mr. Klymenko said. The press con-
ference was held amid concerns in Ukraine 
and the West about a possible wide-scale 
invasion of Ukraine by Russia, which has 
concentrated more than 100,000 troops 
along the Ukrainian border. U.S. officials said 
earlier that Russia might organize incidents 
of sabotage and be in involved in efforts to 
destabilize the internal situation in Ukraine. 
(RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service)

(Continued from page 13)
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Ukraine will send 45 athletes to compete 
in various events (12 disciplines in five 
sports) at the 2022 Winter Olympic Games 
in Beijing from February 4-20. The sports 
in which Ukraine’s athletes will competer 
are biathlon (10 athletes), bobsledding 
(two), luge (six), skating (eight) and skiing 
(19). The disciplines include alpine skiing, 
biathlon, bobsled, cross-country skiing, fig-
ure skating, freestyle skiing, luge, Nordic 
combined, short track speed skating, skele-
ton, ski jumping and snowboarding. In 
addition to its 45 Olympians, the rest of the 
Ukrainian delegation is comprised of 26 
coaches, 10 doctors/masseurs and seven 
technical staff.

It will be the norm if this 2022 version of 
Team Ukraine does not outperform the 
2018 Winter Olympic team, which man-
aged one lone medal, though it was a gold 
in men’s aerials (freestyle skiing). Four 

years ago in PyeongChang, South Korea, 33 
athletes competed in events over nine dis-
ciplines in four sports, with only Oleksandr 
Abramenko climbing the podium following 
his surprise first-place finish. Truth be told, 
Ukraine’s record at the Winter Games is not 
nearly as successful as their achievements 
at the Summer Games. Going back to their 
Olympic debut as an independent nation in 
1994 through 2018, Ukraine has won a 
grand total of seven medals in seven Winter 
Olympics, though there is the possibility 
that the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic has 
evened the playing field a bit more than 
usual. Under these more challenging cir-
cumstances, there is a chance one or two 
Ukrainian athletes can outperform some of 
the best in the world and Team Ukraine can 
chalk up a few medals. It is a positive sign 
that there are 12 more athletes participat-
ing in this Olympics compared to the previ-

ous one.
As part of The Ukrainian Weekly’s 

Olympic preview, we bring you a snapshot 
version of a lucky seven Ukrainian 
Olympians, four women and three men, 
each a veteran of international competition, 
who will proudly represent their homeland 
in hopes of climbing a podium as a trium-
phant medal winner.

Biathlon – Yuliia Dzhima, together with 
Vita Semerenko, Valentina Semerenko and 
Olena Pidhrushna won a gold medal in the 
women’s relay at the 2014 Winter 
Olympics in Sochi, Russia. Now 31 years 
old, Dzhima posted quality showings at the 
2018 Games, finishing 20th in individual, 
11th in women’s relay and seventh in 
mixed relay. She has overcome early doubts 
regarding her potential as a biathlete, 
developing into a solid skier who has 
strong shooting skills. Dzhima’s father, 

Valentyn, is a former Ukrainian biathlete 
who participated in the 1994 Winter 
Games.

Biathlon – Artem Pryma, 34 years old, 
from Chernihiv, Ukraine, is competing in his 
third Winter Olympics. He began compet-
ing internationally in 2006 in junior com-
petitions and debuted at the World Cup in 
2010. He won four medals, including two 
gold medals, at the 2011 Winter Univer-
siade in Turkey, participating in sprint, 
mixed relay, pursuit and mass start. At the 
2014 Sochi Games, his best result was 32nd 
place in sprint. In the 2018 Winter 
Olympics, he was 46th in individual, 40th in 
sprint and 38th in pursuit. In two relays, 
Pryma finished seventh (mixed) and ninth 
(men’s). His older brother, Roman, is a for-
mer biathlete and currently a coach.

Ukraine sends 45 athletes to compete in winter Olympics in Beijing

In a January 8 chat with online news 
source Obozrevatel, coxswain gold medalist 
Kristen Kit proudly acknowledged her 
Ukrainian background.

“My grandfather was born in Ukraine 
and my grandmother’s parents were 
Ukrainian,” Kit said. “I am proud of my 
Ukrainian heritage and I wish my grand-
parents could see me competing in rowing 
events. My grandfather worked very hard 
to provide our family a life in Canada. The 
privilege of participating in sports is a trait 
I learned from him.”

Kit was born on August 18, 1988, in St. 
Catharines, Ontario. She took up rowing at 
age 14 in her hometown where her 
Ukrainian grandfather coached the rowing 
team he started at her high school.

“I grew up in a Ukrainian community in 
St. Catharines, Ontario, where I was a 
parishioner at Ss. Cyril and Methodius 
Catholic Church. I also took lessons and 
practiced Ukrainian folk dancing,” Kit said.

She coxed her initial race in April 2003, 
but did so without knowing how to steer 
the boat. Her team won her first race 
despite crossing the width of the course 
several times.

While trying out for the U23 Canadian 
national team the first time, she slept in 
her car for three weeks, afraid she would 
miss her opportunity. Her dream of com-
peting for Canada started with the unfurl-
ing of the Canadian flag at the 1998 closing 
ceremony in Nagano.

Kit is an Olympic gold medalist cox-
swain, the position which is the eyes, ears, 
brain and overall strategist of the rowing 
shell. She earned her first Maple Leaf in 
2009 and since then has won 11 interna-
tional medals in both able-bodied and para-
rowing events. Among her medal triumphs 
was Canada’s first ever rowing medal at the 
2016 Paralympics and gold in the Women’s 

Olympic gold medalist  
Kristen Kit a proud Ukrainian

Olympic gold medalist Kristen Kit is cox-
swain for the Canadian women’s rowing 

team.

Olympic.ca

(Continued on page 19)(Continued on page 19)

To set the appropriate mood and cap-
ture the upcoming competitive spirit on the 
world’s grandest sporting stage, part of this 
year’s Olympics preview features a retro-
spective and nostalgic look back at one out-
standing performance from the 1994 
Lillehammer Winter Olympic Games.

It was a Friday night, February 25, 1994, 
and the venue was the Olympic Amphi-
theatre in Hamar, Norway. The event was 
the finals of the women’s figure skating 
competition. Ukraine’s Oksana Baiul and the 
United States’ Nancy Kerrigan went toe-
loop to toe-loop with immense challenges 
facing both competitors. At the end, the gold 
medal was draped around Baiul’s neck, the 
upset victory thrilling her Ukrainian sup-
porters. With her triumph, Baiul, then 16 
years old, became the youngest women’s 
gold medalist since 15-year-old Sonja Henie 
of Norway in 1928. It was independent 
Ukraine’s first-ever Olympic gold medal.

Baiul won the world championship at 
age 15 in 1993, and found herself in second 
place after the technical program, only to 
experience a practice collision with German 
Ukrainian Tanja Szewczenko a day before 
the finals. She sustained a gash on her right 
shin and was also treated for lower back 
and shoulder pain. She endured a shaky 
practice the morning of the finals and actu-
ally was not certain she would compete 
later that night. She was motivated to skate 
by her training partner, 1992 Olympic men’s 
gold medalist Viktor Petrenko.

Skating immediately after Kerrigan, 

Baiul performed a lively routine set to 
Broadway show tunes. She double-footed 
her second triple jump and then left out the 
most complicated elements in the middle 
of her program. Just when it seemed she 
would have to settle for second place or 
lower, she inserted a triple jump plus a 
double-axel, double toe-loop combination 

Recalling gold medalist Oksana Baiul

Oksana Baiul is featured on a 1995 
stamp commemorating her Olympic gold 
medal win at the 1994 Lillehammer 

Winter Olympics.

Post of Ukraine, via WikipediaPost of Ukraine, via Wikipedia

(Continued on page 19)

Oleksandra Nazarova and 
Maksym Nikitin at the 2018 
European Championships 
on January 15-21, 2018, in 

Moscow.

Wikipedia
Oleksandr Abramenko holds 
his gold medal in men’s aeri-
als in freestyle skiing at the 
2018 Winter Olym pics in 
PyeongChang, South Korea, 
which were held on Feb-

ruary 8-25, 2018.

Office of the President of Ukraine

Artem Pryma at the 2018 
IBU Biathlon World Cup 
on January 10-13, 2018, in 

Oberhof, Germany.

Christian Bier, via Wikipedia Luger Olena Stetskiv at the 
2017 World Luge Cham-
pionships, held on January 
27-29, 2017, in Innsbruck-

Igls, Austria.

Steffen Probdorf, via Wikipedia
Skeleton racer Vladyslav 
Heraskevych after his fourth 
run at the 2021 Bobsleigh 
and Skeleton World Cham-
pionships, held on February 
5-14, 2021, in Altenberg, 

Germany.

Sandro Halank, via Wikipedia

Yuliia Dzhima speaks to 
reporters after winning gold, 
silver and bronze medals at 
the 2017 IBU Open Euro-
pean Cham pionships on 
January 25-29, 2017, in 

Duszniki-Zdroj, Poland.

Marcus Cyron, via Wikipedia
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Through Gerdany-making instructional course, with Olha Lesko, 
February 19 The Ukrainian Museum, www.ukrainianmuseum.org or 
New York 212-228-0110

Through Embroidery instructional course, with Lubow Wolynetz, 
March 19 The Ukrainian Museum, www.ukrainianmuseum.org or 
New York 212-228-0110

February 7-11 Conference, “Beyond Borderland: 30 Years of Ukrainian 
Online Sovereignty,” featuring keynote speaker Ambassador 
 Marie Yovanovitch, Temerty Contemporary Ukraine
 Program, Harvard University, duncansmith@fas.harvard.edu 

February 12 Presentation of Debutantes, Ukrainian Engineers’ Society 
Philadelphia of America, The Bellevue Hotel, 610-277-1284 or 
 hewko@verizon.net

February 18 Literary evening with writer and poet Oksana Lutsyshyna, 
Philadelphia Ukrainian League of Philadelphia, 215-776-1004 or 
 www.ukrainianleague.com

February 19 Presentation of Debutantes, Ukrainian American Youth 
Parsippany, NJ Association, Sheraton Parsippany Hotel, 
 https://cym.org/en/us/deb-tickets

February 19 Winter Ball and Presentation of Debutantes, Ukrainian 
Troy, MI Engineers’ Society of America – Detroit Branch, with music 
 by Svitanok, Detroit Marriott – Troy, dksawicky@gmail.com

February 19 Concert, “Enchanted Melodies,” performed by the Horszowski 
New York Trio (Jesse Mills, violin; Ole Akahoshi, cello; Rieko Aizawa, 
 piano; Solomiya Ivakhiv, violin; and Emi Ohi Resnik, viola), 
 Ukrainian Institute of America, www.ukrainianinstitute.org 

February 20 Family workshop on Ukrainian musical instruments,  
New York The Ukrainian Museum, www.ukrainianmuseum.org or 
 212-228-0110

February 26 Presentation of Debutantes, Ukrainian Medical Association 
Chicago of North America (Illinois Branch), Palmer House Hilton, 
 www.umana.org or umanadeb@aol.com

February 26- Gerdany-making instructional course, with Olha Lesko, 
March 19 The Ukrainian Museum, www.ukrainianmuseum.org or 
New York 212-228-0110

March 6 Family workshop on ceramics, with artist Slava Gerulak, 
New York The Ukrainian Museum, www.ukrainianmuseum.org or 
 212-228-0110

March 20, 26 In-person family workshop, “Pysanky: Ukrainian Easter 
New York Eggs,”The Ukrainian Museum, www.ukrainianmuseum.org or 
 212-228-0110

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

Eight at the 2020 Olympic Games. This was 
Canada’s first Olympic gold in women’s 
rowing since Atlanta (1996) and the first 
gold in the women’s eight since Barcelona 
(1992).

During her 20 years in the coxswain’s 
seat, Kit has demonstrated great skill in 
building team environments that cultivate 
success. Her leadership talents connect 
well with individuals striving for excellence 
in the workplace, classroom or playing 
field. She has become adept at providing 
others with the tools needed to foster 
strong relationships and she helps mold 
teams that are capable of elevating one 
another. Away from the water, Kit is an avid 
cyclist and a student pursuing an econom-
ics degree at the University of Victoria.

Career highlights

Kit first represented her native Canada 
internationally in the women’s eight at the 
2009 U23 World Rowing Championships. A 
fourth-place finish in 2009 led to a bronze 
medal victory a year later at the same U23 
Worlds.

In 2012 Kit joined the para rowing 
mixed coxed four (limited disability, usually 
vision related) for a World Cup and the 
Paralympic Games in London, where the 
team won the B final. The following year 
she teamed up with the senior women’s 
eight, winning bronze at the World Cup in 
Lucerne and the 2013 World Rowing 
Championships in South Korea.

Kit returned to the mixed coxed four in 
2015 where she won a bronze medal at the 
World Championships, earning the team a 
spot at the 2016 Paralympics. Her second 
Paralympics appearance saw her achieve a 
career highlight when she guided the mixed 

coxed four crew to a bronze medal, Canada’s 
first ever Paralympic Games medal in row-
ing. Prior to the Games, she won her first 
World Cup gold with the mixed coxed four 
in Poznan, Poland.

In 2017 Kit returned to the able-bodied 
national team. The coxswain for the wom-
en’s eight, she helped Canada through the 
re-trials at the 2017 and 2018 World 
Championships to win silver medals.

Kit encountered some serious personal 
pain in 2019 when she broke her collar-
bone less than a week after returning home 
from the final World Cup stop of the season, 
where the eight had won the bronze medal. 
Four days after surgery she was back out 
on the lake, practicing for the World 
Championships which doubled as an 
Olympic qualifier. A mere 20 days after the 
procedure, she embarked on a four-flight, 
21-hour trek to Australia to join the rest of 
the national squad. Despite losing all arm 
and shoulder strength in her left side, she 

persevered with her teammates’ support 
and steered the eight to a fourth-place fin-
ish at the Worlds, securing Canada’s spot in 
the Tokyo Olympics.

Kit raced collegiately at the University of 
British Columbia where she won the wom-
en’s eight at the Henley Royal Regatta in 
2006. She is also a semi-pro road cyclist on 
the UCI Women’s Continental Tour for 
InstaFund La Prima Racing.

Up close and personal: The 33-year-old 
Ukrainian enjoys mountain biking, coffee, 
donuts and quality Italian red wine. She is 
an RBC Olympian (an official Olympic 
ambassador). Kit works part-time for L.A.-
based startup Waltzin in the restaurant 
booking sector. Her favorite personal 
motto: “Be smart, grind, and evaluate … 
then do it again! Never stop pushing myself 
forward.” She collects pennies in the hope 
she would someday use them in her bath-
room or mud room floor. Oh, and Kit is one 
proud Ukrainian!

(Continued from page 18)

Olympic gold...

in the last 10 seconds of her routine. This 
was an astonishing move for a world-class 
figure skater to make after rehearsing her 
program hundreds of times – it was a mon-
umental change done in the spur of the 
moment, and under tremendous pressure.

She explained her thought process after 
the gold medal ceremony in a media session.

“I remembered time was running out, 
and with it time for the gold medal,” she 
said.

An orphan at age 13

Oksana Serhiyivna Baiul was born 
Novem ber 16, 1977, in Dnipropetrovsk, 
Ukraine. She was the only child of Serhiy 
and Marina Baiul, who divorced when 
Oksana was two years old. She was raised by 
her mother and her maternal grandparents.

Baiul began skating at age four and 
began winning competitions when she was 
seven. By age 13 she was an orphan after 
the deaths of her mother and grandparents. 

She was taken in by her skating coach, 
Galina Zmievskaya, who became Baiul’s 
surrogate parent and skating mentor. She 
turned professional after the 1994 Winter 
Olympics and signed a contract with the 
Tom Collins World Champions Tour. She 
and Viktor Petrenko relocated to the United 
States with Zmievskaya in 1994, moving to 
Simsbury, Conn., to train at the new 
International Skating Center.

Baiul battled a drinking problem, com-
pleted a rehab program, published an auto-
biography and launched a line of skating 
apparel and jewelry. She performed in vari-
ous professional ice shows and made 
numerous guest appearances on television 
shows. Baiul married her manager, Carlo 
Farina, in 2015 and the couple moved to 
Las Vegas, where she gave birth to a daugh-
ter, Sophia.

Baiul was acclaimed Merited Master of 
Sports by Ukraine in 1994. She will go down 
in history as one of the greatest Ukrainian 
athletes of all time for her 1994 Olympic 
gold medal victory, which brought tremen-
dous worldwide recognition for the still 
very young, independent Ukrainian nation.

Figure Skating – Oleksandra Nazarova 
together with skating partner Maksym 
Nikitin, was Youth Olympic silver medalist 
in 2012, a bronze medalist at the 2015 
World Juniors and a gold medal winner at 
the 2017 Winter Universiade. The duo are 
six-time Ukrainian national champions and 
return to the Olympics for the second time 
after placing 21st in Sochi at the 2018 
Games. The 25-year-old was born in 
Kharkiv, Ukraine, and has been partnered 
with Nikitin since 2010. In 2022 competi-
tion, the pair finished 10th at this year’s 
European Championships.

Skiing – Oleksandr Abramenko is a free-
style skier specializing in aerials. He first 
earned acclaim when he won the 2015-
2016 Aerials World Cup. Beijing will be 
Abramenko’s fifth Olympics, having repre-
sented Ukraine at age 18 in Torino, Italy 
(2006). His finishes in aerials were 27th, 
24th (2010), sixth (2014) and a surprising 
gold medal victory in PyeongChang (2018). 
He won a silver medal at the 2019 World 
Championships in Utah. He survived a 
severe knee injury in the summer of 2016. 
While practicing on water, he injured his 
cruciate ligaments, meniscus and trans-
verse ligaments, keeping him out of action 
for some 18 months.

Luge – Olena Stetskiv qualified for the 
Ukrainian national luge team for the third 
time, having competed in luge singles in 

2014 (Sochi) and 2018 (PyeongChang), fin-
ishing in 26th and 28th place, respectively. 
The 27-year-old Lviv native raced at the 
2012 Winter Youth Olympics and in World 
Cup competitions. Olena graduated from 
Lviv State University of Physical Culture 
and her hobbies are music and soccer.

Skeleton – Vladyslav Heraskevych has 
been a skeleton racer since 2015 and is the 
first-ever Ukrainian qualifier in this disci-
pline. His first sport of preference was box-
ing before switching to skeleton in 2014 at 
age 15. At the 2018 Winter Games, 
Heraskevych finished 12th as his country’s 
first-ever skeleton racer. His seventh place 
finish in the final heat was hailed as an 
enormous success for Ukraine. He is 
tra ined by his  father,  Mykhai lo 
Heraskevych.

Snowboarding – Annamari Dancha, nee 
Chundak, specializes in alpine snowboard-
ing and won a silver medal at the 2019 
World Championships in parallel slalom. 
The 31-year-old has competed in three 
prior Olympics. She finished in 16th place 
in 2010), 21st in 2014 and 28th in 2018. 
Following her showing at the Vancouver 
Games in 2010, she won gold at the Junior 
World Championships in New Zealand, 
beating all competitors in the parallel giant 
slalom. The 5-foot-5, 125-pound Dancha 
was born in Onokivtsi, Uzhhorod Rayon, 
Zakarpattia Oblast, Ukraine. She married in 
2015 and took two years off from the sport.

Ihor N. Stelmach may be reached at 
iman@sfgsports.com.

(Continued from page 18)
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