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Hundreds of Ukraine supporters rally outside White House, 
show unity amid Russian aggression

by Zachary Dmyterko

WASHINGTON – Over one 150 activ-
ists and supporters of Ukraine protest-
ed outside the White House on January 
29 in an effort to demonstrate their 
backing of Kyiv amid Russia’s buildup of 
some 140,000 troops along Ukraine’s 
border.

The Ukrainian supporters were joined 
by a multitude of protestors hailing from 
Belarus, Georgia, Kazakhstan, the United 
States and the Baltic Republics.

The wide range of activists joined 
together to show a unified front of citi-
zens firmly against Russia’s aggression 
toward Ukraine and Russia’s neighbors. 
Their overriding goals was to convince 
the White House and U.S. President Joe 

by Mark Raczkiewycz

KYIV – As more defense weapons pour 
into Ukraine from other countries, and 
neighboring Russia continues massing 
troops and offensive weaponry, Ukrainians 
raised their voices around the world during 
weekend rallies of unity on February 4-6.

Similar rallies took place globally in 
January and more are slated over the com-
ing weeks, said Mariia Kupriyanova, execu-
tive director of the Ukrainian World 
Congress (UWC), which organized dozens 
of rallies in North America and Europe dur-
ing the weekend of February 4-6.

“Moreover, some communities globally 
continued virtual flash mobs, hosted prayer 
services and some hosted their events on 
different dates,” Ms. Kupriyanova added.

For example, a rally in support of Ukraine 
in the face of Russian aggression was held in 
front of the Russian Embassy in Sofia, 
Bulgaria, as recently as February 9. A civic 
initiative called the Future with Memory, an 
alliance of pro-democratic groups and polit-
ical parties, staged the rally.

As the biggest coordinating body of com-
munities representing 20 million Ukrainians 

Ukrainians make their voices heard  
in solidarity marches around the world

Diplomacy stalls as more Western arms pour into Ukraine

(Continued on page 4)

by Mark Raczkiewycz

KYIV – This week, Russia further esca-
lated the security situation in Ukraine by 
massing more troops adjacent to its border 
with Ukraine and announcing naval drills 
that will halt maritime shipping lanes, 
which Kyiv relies for trade, in both the 
Black and Azov seas.

The game of brinkmanship, with Russia 
gradually ramping up aggression and the 
West threatening severe restrictive mea-
sures, has so far worked to Moscow’s 

advantage and has come at seemingly mini-
mal cost to Russian President Vladimir 
Putin.

The moves come despite Ukraine urging 
the West to impose preemptive sanctions 
as a massive invasion force of Russian 
troops builds along Ukraine’s border. That 
buildup coincides with 10-day military 
drills involving 30,000 Russian soldiers and 
heavy weaponry in neighboring Belarus 
that are scheduled to end on February 20.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelens-
kyy called the joint drills “psychological 
pressure,” his office said.

Ukrainian Defense Minister Oleksiy 
Reznikov announced that Ukraine is carry-
ing out parallel military exercises across 
the country during the joint drills. Those 
drills will be conducted in various regions 
of Ukraine, but they will notably also take 
place in Chernihiv Oblast, which neighbors 
Belarus.

Mr. Reznikov said that 10,000 more 
Russian troops this week were added to 
accumulating forces near Ukraine’s border. 
The total is now 140,000 soldiers or 72 bat-
talion tactical groups (BTG) – 11 of which are 
in Belarus. Some Western military experts 
have placed the number of BTGs at 80.

Western intelligence has noted that, in 
addition to the ongoing military buildup, 
Russian troops are moving into the area 
from further assembly locations and they 
are coming to staging points that are as 
close as 40-50 kilometers (25-31 miles) 
from Ukraine’s state border. These are in 
addition to permanent forces in the occu-
pied parts of the easternmost Luhansk and 
Donetsk regions and the illegally annexed 
Crimean Peninsula. Russia occupied them 

Russia to start naval drills, cutting 
Ukraine off from Black and Azov seas

(Continued on page 9)

Russia will for the first time block commercial navigation routes in both the Black 
and Azov seas on February 13-19 while it conducts naval drills. 

Institute of Strategic Black Sea Studies

Demonstrators march with a 100-meter blue-and-yellow flag on February 5 in down-
town Kharkiv, Ukraine’s second largest city located 40 kilometers south of Russia’s 

border.

Irina Bondarenko, via Facebook

Hundreds of protestors gathered despite cold and wind to demonstrate their sup-
port for Ukraine during a rally in front of the White House on January 29.

Zachary Dmyterko

(Continued on page 3)
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Vilnius wants permanent U.S. presence

Lithuania’s president says the Baltic 
nation will ask the United States to perma-
nently station troops in the country as 
Western allies seek to beef up security 
amid concerns about Russia’s military 
intentions in the tense region. “Of course, 
we will be talking to the U.S. to make sure 
that the rotational U.S. forces would be in 
Lithuania permanently,” President Gitanas 
Nauseda told a news conference on 
February 9. “That would be the best boost 
to security and deterrence that NATO could 
provide not only to Lithuania but to the 
whole region,” Mr. Nauseda said. Since 
2019, the United States has deployed regu-
lar rotations of battlegroups of about 500 
soldiers at a time to NATO ally Lithuania, a 
former Soviet republic that has a border 
with Russia’s Kaliningrad exclave. Other 
NATO allies have also announced plans to 
bolster troop levels in Eastern Europe and 
the Baltics amid rising tensions with 
Moscow and a flurry of hastily called diplo-
matic and security meetings in the region. 
Western intelligence reports say that 
Russia has placed more than 100,000 
troops near the border of Ukraine, spawn-
ing mounting concern over an imminent 
incursion. Moscow denies it is planning to 
invade Ukraine. The United States has said 
it was placing 8,500 troops on “heightened 
alert” to be ready to deploy to Europe, 
potentially at short notice, if needed to 
reassure NATO allies. The Lithuanian presi-
dent’s comments come on the same day 
that the Netherlands said it will increase 
the number of its troops in a NATO battle-
group in Lithuania to 350 from 270. The 
Dutch force is part of a German-led NATO 
battlegroup that was deployed to the 
region five years ago. “We are committed to 
the Enhanced Forward Presence,” Dutch 
Defense Minister Kajsa Ollongren said 
while speaking to troops at a military base 
in Rukla, Lithuania. Separately on February 
9, Slovakia’s parliament approved a defense 
treaty with the United States. The coopera-
tion agreement passed 79-60 in the 150-
seat legislature. It allows the U.S. military to 
use Slovak air bases at Malacky-Kuchyna 
and Sliac for 10 years. NATO member 
Slovakia will receive $100 million from the 

U.S. military to help modernize the two 
facilities. (RFE/RL, with reporting by 
Reuters, AP, and dpa)

Johnson to visit Warsaw over Ukraine

British Prime Minister Boris Johnson will 
embark on a one-day diplomatic tour with 
stops in Poland and NATO headquarters in 
Brussels amid tensions over the security 
situation in Europe as Russia amasses tens 
of thousands of troops on its border with 
Ukraine. NATO said in a statement on 
February 9 that Mr. Johnson was scheduled 
to visit Brussels on February 10 to talk with 
Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg. A news 
conference with the two leaders was 
planned for 10:45 a.m. local time. A Polish 
Foreign Affairs Ministry spokesman said 
separately that Mr. Johnson, together with 
Polish Prime Minister Mateusz Morawiecki, 
was to meet with British soldiers stationed 
in Poland, and then hold talks with 
President Andrzej Duda on February 10. Mr. 
Johnson’s office did not immediately con-
firm either of the visits. Britain said on 
February 7 that it would send an additional 
350 soldiers to Poland, a fellow NATO mem-
ber, after deploying 100 troops there last 
year during a migrant crisis at the border 
with Belarus. (RFE/RL, with reporting by 
Reuters and PAP)

Crimean Tatars detained

Four Crimean Tatars have been detained 
after their homes were searched in 
Ukraine’s Russia-occupied Crimean 
Peninsula. The Crimean Solidarity public 
group told RFE/RL on February 9 that the 
searches were conducted at the homes of 
Ansar Osmanov, Ernest Seytosmanov, 
Marlen Mustafayev and Ametkhan 
Abdulvapov, who were later detained and 
taken away by officers of Russia’s Federal 
Security Service (FSB). The detained men’s 
relatives said that no reason was given for 
the searches or the detention of the four 
men. Since Russia seized Crimea in 2014, 
dozens of Crimean Tatars have been prose-
cuted for allegedly belonging to Hizb ut-
Tahrir, an Islamic group that is banned in 
Russia but not in Ukraine. Moscow’s take-
over of the peninsula was vocally opposed 

(Continued on page 10)

 NEWS ANALYSIS

by Grigory Ioffe
Eurasia Daily Monitor

Belarusian President Alyaksandr Luka-
shenka annually convenes a meeting devot-
ed to the major tasks of the state border 
service. During the latest such meeting, on 
January 24, he unexpectedly responded to 
Zenon Poznyak’s assertion that Belarus 
was being militarily occupied by Russia 
(Pool Pervogo, January 24).

The founder of the Belarusian Popular 
Front, Mr. Poznyak (also sometimes written 
as Paznyak), was active in Belarusian poli-
tics from the late 1980s to 1996, when he 
left the country out of, apparently, a fear for 
his life. He had not returned to his native 
Belarus since then but remains an authori-
ty in the eyes of some older opposition-
minded Belarusians. During the aforemen-
tioned meeting on border security, Mr. 
Lukashenka noted that “he had not stooped 
to the level” of engaging in polemics with 
his opponents before. However, in the daily 
review provided by his media service, he 
happened to read that an “occupation of 
Belarus was underway” – something that 
he, despite being commander-in-chief, had 
strangely failed to notice.

So, in a playful manner, he asked the 
head of the State Border Committee (SBC), 
Anatoly Lappo, if the latter had failed to 
inform his president about this. “Absolutely 
not,” Mr. Lappo replied. Mr. Lukashenka 
then read out fragments of Mr. Poznyak’s 
article, in Belarusian, from the review: 
“Troops introduced”; “200 trains, 50 cars 
per train should come here”; “it will 
amount to 80,000-100,000 men plus 
equipment. The whole plan of occupation 
has been detailed.” After reading those 
excerpts, Mr. Lukashenka stressed that he 
repeated the words of Zenon Stanislavovich 
(Mr. Poznyak’s patronymic) not because he 
is a kind of a role model but, on the con-
trary, because he is antipodal to the 

Belarusian authorities. “But I must say,” Mr. 
Lukashenka stressed, “I know him very 
well, and he knows me. He is not stupid; he 
understands everything. All our fugitives 
[referring to opposition protesters who fled 
the country since 2020] are very far from 
him in terms of understanding.” At that 
point, the SBC boss pointed out that every-
thing was going according to the plan, but 
the fearful see danger everywhere (Pool 
Pervogo, January 24).

In that highly nuanced exchange, Mr. 
Lukashenka not only countered Mr. 
Poznyak’s statement but also exploited a 
wedge between the “old” and “new” 
Belarusian opposition – i.e., the “fugitives.” 
To wit, Mr. Poznyak is of the opinion that 
Western sanctions harm Belarus, not Mr. 
Lukashenka; whereas the Vilnius- and 
Warsaw-based opposition tends to appeal 
to Western governments for additional 
sanctions on Minsk. Moreover, Mr. Poznyak 
infamously believes that those people are 
Russia’s “useful idiots.” Not only are they 
Russia’s creatures to begin with, but they 
also take part in its long game, aiming at 
the absorption of Belarus, he has alleged 
(see Eurasia Daily Monitor, December 6).

Mr. Poznyak’s original statement was 
made in response to a question about 
whether a Russian-Ukrainian war was immi-
nent. “I think the probability for it in the near 
future is small,” said Mr. Poznyak. “Rather, 
this is a distracting maneuver, the entire 
West has taken the bait, but the reality is that 
under the cloak of this chatter about the 
Ukrainian-Russian war, the occupation of 
Belarus has taken place. This strategic balco-
ny is already in [Russian President Vladimir] 
Putin’s hands. And NATO [North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization] does not understand 
what happened” (Svaboda, January 23).

It turns out that Mr. Poznyak is not alone 
in his misgivings. It is not by accident that a 

by Paul Goble
Eurasia Daily Monitor

Even though Russian officialdom contin-
ues to insist Moscow has no plans to invade 
Ukraine, many Russian political commenta-
tors in recent weeks have been increasingly 
aggressive in suggesting that their country 
can easily defeat and occupy its largest west-
ern neighbor and that there is nothing the 
Ukrainians or the West can do about it. But a 
contrary media narrative has unexpectedly 
sprouted up as well: namely, two Russian 
military experts and an Academy of Sciences 
specialist on security issues involving 
Ukraine have cast doubt over the persistent 
argument that Russia would face an easy 
time defeating Ukrainian forces in the field 
or pacifying the country after doing so. And 
while none of these cautionary voices 
argues that the Russian military would not 
win the first round of fighting, all three see 
an outcome with potentially fatal conse-
quences for the Russian Federation over the 
longer term.

The first of these dissents from the 
seemingly dominant line in Moscow comes 
from Mikhail Khodarenok, a retired colonel 
who earlier served as a senior officer in the 
Main Operations Directorate of the Russian 
General Staff. Certainly no pacifist or oppo-
nent of the use of Russian forces to pro-
mote the country’s national interests, Mr. 

Khodarenok nonetheless insists that 
Moscow must face reality rather than live 
in a fantasy world of its own creation. That 
is especially true when it comes to a possi-
ble armed advance into Ukraine, he writes 
in Novoye Voyennoye Obozreniye (Novoye 
Voyennoye Obozreniye, February 3). The 
New Times reposted this article, arguing 
that Mr. Khodarenok’s assessment repre-
sents “a rare case when the reader can 
become acquainted with the view of a 
Russian military man on a possible Russian 
war with Ukraine” (The New Times, 
February 6).

The retired General Staff colonel savages 
those who say Russia can defeat Ukraine in 
a matter of hours, who argue that 
Ukrainians will not fight, who insist that 
Russian forces will be greeted as liberators 
by Ukrainians and who believe that the 
West will not do anything effective to help 
Kyiv or harm Russia. None of those claims 
withstand close examination, Mr. Khodare-
nok asserts. First of all, the former General 
Staff senior officer writes, Ukrainians will 
fight. They did so in 2014, forcing Moscow 
to drop its plans for carving “Novorossiya” 
out of southeastern Ukrainian territory. 
Second, Ukrainians are even more hostile to 
Russia today than they were seven years 
ago, and their army is better trained and 

Belarus and the showdown over Ukraine

Moscow security experts say any Russian  
invasion of Ukraine will not be a cake walk
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Expats hold rally in Kyiv amid continuing fear of potential large-scale Russian invasion of Ukraine
by Roman Tymotsko

KYIV – Members of the expatriate com-
munity in Ukraine held a rally in central 
Kyiv to demonstrate their support for the 
country amid the continued threat of a new 
large-scale Russian invasion of the country. 
About a hundred expats, foreign business-
men, scientists and journalists attended the 
International Unity March for Ukraine on 
February 6.

“It is time for the international commu-
nity, along with our Ukrainian brothers and 
sisters, to show our solidarity in the face of 
further Russian aggression,” event organiz-
ers said on a Facebook page devoted to the 
rally.

Participants gathered in the park near a 
monument to Taras Shevchenko before 
marching to Independence Square. As they 
marched, participants could be heard pro-
claiming “Glory to Ukraine” and “Glory to 
the Heroes.” They also carried dozens of 
flags representing various countries.

At the final stop of the event, the march-
ers sang the Ukrainian national anthem in 
Independence Square.

Several participants said they were 
undeterred by fears of another Russian 
invasion of Ukraine.

“I’m not going to go to Switzerland; I’m 
staying with Ukrainians in Ukraine,” said 
Dirk Lustig, an organizer of the event and a 

Swiss activist who carried the flag of his 
home country.

Mr. Lustig, a member of Rotary 
International, has lived in Kyiv since the 
1990s. He said he learned the Ukrainian 
anthem by heart some 15 years ago.

When he discussed the rally with The 
Ukrainian Weekly on February 9, Mr. Lustig 
said that it was the first day he could speak 
after losing his voice during the march.

“The idea of   the International March of 

Unity for Ukraine was born in 2014, during 
the Euro-Maidan, the annexation of Crimea 
and the beginning of the war in Donbas,” 
Mr. Lustig said. “Then my friend and 
Scotsman Stuart McKenzie, who has lived 
here for 30 years, offered to organize a 
march of foreigners, and we did it.”

At the end of January, one of Mr. Lustig’s 
friends noticed that traffic jams had disap-
peared in the city, which indicated that peo-
ple were leaving the capital. Mr. Lustig said 

it could have been because of COVID-19, 
but he fears some people were leaving 
because of the threat of a possible new 
large-scale invasion.

Russia has massed some 140,000 well-
equipped soldiers and weaponry near 
Ukraine’s borders.

U.S. President Joe Biden said on January 
31 that diplomacy is the “best way forward, 
but with Russia continuing the build-up of 
its forces around Ukraine, we are ready no 
matter what happens.”

On February 2, he ordered 3,000 U.S. 
troops to be sent to Europe to bolster east-
ern European NATO allies.

As concern in Ukraine mounts, Mr. 
Lustig noted less traffic in the city.

“I went to the busiest streets, and there’s 
no traffic there – at the spots where it was 
always packed with cars. It feels like we 
have summer holidays in Kyiv,” Mr. Lustig 
said, though he added that “not everybody 
is running away. A lot of expats are staying.”

 He also noted that there is a disappoint-
ment among the community of expatriates 
in Ukraine regarding the U.S. Embassy’s 
decision to withdraw some staff from the 
country. He also said he was disappointed 
to hear that the United States has advised 
Americans leave the country, saying that it 
sparks an unnecessary panic.

Members of the expatriate community in Ukraine held an International Unity March 
in Kyiv on February 6 to show their support for the country. 

Serhii Nuzhnenko, RFE/RL

(Continued on page 11)

Biden to take a hard line against Russia, 
which has waged a war in eastern Ukraine 
that first began in 2014.

The activists outside the White House 
came with three clear goals for the Biden 
administration. First, they sought to 
express the unity of the communities of the 
Baltic States, Ukraine, Georgia, Belarus, 
Kazakhstan, and the Free Russia Found-
ation. Second, they demanded meaningful 
and potent sanctions as a deterrent against 
further Russian aggression. And, finally, 
they called on the White House to immedi-
ately provide Ukraine with defensive weap-
ons.

The protestors, however, did not specifi-
cally call for military intervention by NATO 
or an escalation of the conflict.

“We don’t want bloodshed. We want 
peace. We want prosperity for Ukraine. We 
want to see democratic Ukraine now,” said 
Marina Baydyuk, a community activist and 
leader.

Despite the continued buildup of 
Russian forces, now numbering nearly 
140,000 soldiers, the U.S. and Russia have 
remained engaged in diplomatic talks.

Diplomatic efforts by NATO allies to 
address the crisis included a trip by British 
Prime Minister Boris Johnson to Kyiv for 
talks with Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy.

The U.N. Security Council convened sev-
eral times in January to discuss the ongoing 
war, with Russia denying any responsibility 
for the current situation.

The event outside the White House was 
spearheaded by Yaro Hetman, who helped 
plan the protest and was also the first 
speaker.

Microphone in hand, Mr. Hetman 
recalled World War II and the policy of 
appeasement taken by the Western Allies 
against Axis powers in their aggression 
against Manchuria and Czechoslovakia.

“We all know how that ended,” said Mr. 
Hetman poignantly, drawing parallels 

between the current geopolitical situation 
and the situation of the late 1930s.

“The lesson here is this, when dictatorial 
regimes start taking actions like this, initial-
ly it’s like treating cancer. The earlier you 
start opposing cancer, the less costly and 
less painful the treatment. By allowing 
these two dictators [Hideki Tojo and Adolf 
Hitler] to continue their actions, it only led 
to a further problem,” Mr. Hetman said.

Mr. Hetman then aimed his appeals 
directly to the American people, holding up 
the example of America’s revolutionary 
struggle against the British, saying it was 
akin to Ukraine’s struggle against Russia.

Mr. Hetman noted the vital role U.S. allies 
– namely France, which provided arms and 
munitions – played in assuring the United 
States victory against the British.

“But there was a brave man from France, 
the Marquis de Lafayette,” Mr. Hetman said 
as he stood in the square named after the 
Frenchman, Lafayette Square.

“He was only a 19-year-old lieutenant. 
He went back to France after seeing what 
was happening in the United States, and he 
petitioned the King of France to support 
the United States,” Mr. Hetman said.

“Look at him alone and the impact he 
was able to make,” Mr. Hetman said in an 
effort to inspire the crowd.

“The Biden administration has a choice. 
Either take a strong stance now and stop 
some of the aggression, or wait,” Mr. 
Hetman said. “Wait until the consequences 
become more and more serious. And wait 
until the way to solve this problem 
becomes more and more difficult and more 
and more painful.”

The appeal for increased arms to 
Ukraine aligns with current U.S. and allied 
policies. Since December, Western powers 
have increased military and non-military 
aid to Ukraine. Three air shipments arrived 
from the U.S. in the past week as part of a 
new $200 million package which included 
antitank weapons. The U.S. has also said it 
would transfer five Russian-made Mi-17 
transport helicopters to Ukraine.

Last week, British military planes ferried 
light anti-armor weapons systems to Kyiv. 

Meanwhile, the Baltic nations of Estonia, 
Lithuania and Latvia have shipped, with 
Washington’s permission, American-made 
Javelin anti-tank weapons and Stinger air-
defense systems, U.S. officials said.

Viktoriia Savchuk, a student from 
Ukraine who is currently completing doc-
toral degree in communications at the 
University of Maryland in College Park, Md., 
was one of the Ukrainian voices in the 
crowd.

“My family in Ukraine is trying to live a 
normal life, but there is still a lot of anxiety,” 
Ms. Savchuk said. “I was in Ukraine last 
week, and everything feels normal, but it’s 
not quite normal. I feel like people are try-
ing to talk less about the war, but everyone 
understands what’s happening, and they’re 
worried. It’s difficult to predict [what will 
happen].”

She added that there isn’t a massive 
panic. Instead, people there understand 
there is a mobilization of troops and people 
are checking shelters, helping the military 
and joining municipal self-defense forces.

“We saw what happened in 2014. We 
didn’t believe that things like that would 
happen in the 21st century, that someone 
could invade another country in Europe,” 
Ms. Savchuk said. “But it happened. That’s 
why I don’t want to underestimate what 
Russia’s doing right now near the Ukrainian 
border.”

Many at the event also emphasized their 
gratefulness toward the Biden administra-
tion for its recent support of Ukraine.

Yana Chapilo, a current Fulbright 
Fellowship student from Ukraine studying 
at the University of Maryland in College 
Park, Md., was one of many who expressed 
their gratitude.

“We gathered to show our support to 
our fellow Ukrainians and also to show the 
government of the United States and 
President Biden that we are grateful for 
their support,” Ms. Chapilo told The 
Ukrainian Weekly.

Both in geopolitics and at the protest, 
the multi-national response to Russia’s war 
in Ukraine has become more visible as ten-
sions have risen. Yet many, such as 

Georgian activist Giorgi Lomaia, stood out 
at the protest as an international voice that 
has steadfastly supported Ukraine since 
2014.

“Today we have gathered in front of the 
White House to support free and indepen-
dent Ukraine in the face of an imminent 
Russian aggression,” Mr. Lomaia said in his 
speech to protestors outside the White 
House.

“Not long ago, Georgia was in the same 
shoes. In 2008 Georgia wanted to be free 
and independent and dictate its own fate. 
And Russia invaded us,” Mr. Lomaiev said. 
“It is time for the Western World to stand 
tall and stand firm against the Russian 
aggression.”

Mr. Lomaia is a member of Georgian 
Americans for Progress, a Georgian diaspo-
ra organization in the United States. He 
worked with United Help Ukraine to orga-
nize the joint protest outside the White 
House after attending a recent protest out-
side the Russian Embassy.

The shared struggles against Russia 
unite the Georgian and Ukrainian people in 
purpose, Mr. Lomaia said.

“The brotherhood is strong, and it’s 
unshakable,” Mr. Lomaia told The Weekly.

“The Georgian community stands with 
the Ukrainian people.  Millions of 
Georgian men and women are thinking 
and praying about Ukraine. Hundreds of 
Georgians have fought  alongside 
Ukrainians and have given up their lives 
in Ukraine, as have Ukrainians in Georgia 
in the 1990s and 2008. Please do not 
judge Georgia based on our government’s 
reaction and silence,” Mr. Lomaia urged 
the crowd here.

Mr. Lomaia further spoke during an 
interview with The Weekly of the shame he 
feels for his government’s silence on the 
events.

That silence “misrepresents what a 
majority of Georgians want” and it demon-
strates that “Georgia is being brought back 
into the Russian sphere of influence,” Mr. 
Lomaia said.

“It’s a past no one wants to go back to,” 
he said.

(Continued from page 1)

Hundreds...
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 Kowalyk Ted New York NY 
 Shevchenko Arthur Winter Park FL 
 Sklierenko Bohdan & Luba Mississauga ON 
 Sydorak Mark Port Washington NY 
 Wawryshyn Michael Toronto ON 
 Zalisko Walter Estero FL

$40.00	 Dolinsky	Larissa	 Westfield	 NJ 
 Kryzaniwsky Jurij Sarasota FL 
 Melnyczuk Askold Medford MA
$35.00 Wolchasty Anthony Southampton PA
$25.00	 Hywel	Marie	 Mansfield	Twp	 NJ 
 Kulish Mary Ann Bayonne NJ 
 Melnyk Roman & Kathy New Hartford NY 
 Petriv Vsevolod Malden MA 
 Rac Karola  Glenside PA 
 Syzonenko Wolodymyr Randolph NJ 
 Woloszyn Gregory & Maria Forest Hills NY 
 Zarycky Marie Warren MI
$20.00 Hawrylko Tom Clifton NJ 
 Krawczuk-Wells Natalya Silver Spring MD 
 Kuzycz Jurij Glen Ellyn IL 
 Lutwiniak P Sunrise FL 
 Martyniuk Irene Fitchburg MA 
 Nebesny Michael & Stefana Clinton IN 
 Pichurko B & C Independence OH 
 Rasiak Ruslan Leesburg VA 
 Slywynsky Tamara Sterling Heights MI 
 Sokolyk Stephen Richardson TX 
 Soroka Marusia Mississauga ON 
 Terlecky John Spring Valley NY

$15.00 Bihun Yaro Washington DC 
 Gudz Myron  Hartford CT 
 Kuzmycz Yuri  Venice FL 
 Lewko Michael Little Falls NJ 
 Maciukenas Natalka Portland OR 
	 Maziak	Roman	&	Julianna	 Bloomfield	Hills	 MI 
 Pawlenko Natalie Brick NJ 
 Pawluk Markian Lansdale PA 
 Welhasch Stephan Santa Fe NM
$10.00 Bihun Irene & Yurij Jericho VT 
 Kernitsky Roman Colts Neck NJ 
 Kowalchuk Roman & Anisia Vero Beach FL 
 Shust Nestor Fairlawn OH 
 Swanson Ann Palo Alto CA
$5.00 Prybula Zenon Harrison Twsp MI
 
TOTAL: $$2,890.00

Sincere thanks to all contributors  
to The Ukrainian Weekly Press Fund. 
The Ukrainian Weekly Press Fund is the only 
fund dedicated exclusively to supporting  
the work of this publication.

around the world, the UWC called its cam-
paign Stand with Ukraine. Thirty rallies 
were held over the past weekend in each 
of Canada’s 10 provinces. Additionally, 
they were held coast to coast in the United 
States, from California to New York. In 
Europe, they took place as far north as 
Helsinki in Finland and as far south as 
Milan in Italy.

The aim of the demonstrations is to 
“consolidate international support,” UWC 
President Paul Grod told The Ukrainian 
Weekly.

“We call on all peace-loving nations to 
say no to [Russian President Vladimir] 
Putin, provide necessary military and eco-
nomic support to Ukraine and not force 
Ukraine to any concessions on its sover-
eignty, territorial integrity and geopolitical 
trajectory towards NATO and [the] EU,” 
Mr. Grod said.

Two recent polls, one in the U.S. and the 
other conducted in seven European coun-
tries, suggest that the Russian president is 
losing his public relations battle with 
Ukraine. Over 140,000 Russian soldiers 
are deployed near Ukraine’s state border 
while Moscow has been demanding that 
Kyiv cease cooperation with NATO and 
stop receiving weapons from the alliance’s 
member states.

Washington and London fear that 
Russia could launch a devastating full-

scale war against its neighbor “any time.” 
Such a conflict would come as Ukraine is 
already mired in an ongoing conflict in 
eastern Ukraine that has claimed the lives 
of at least 14,000 people since 2014.

The nationwide U.S. survey, conducted 
on February 5-6 by Morning Consult and 
Politico, found that 58 percent of 
Americans support Ukraine applying for 
NATO membership. Another 63 percent 
support “strong sanctions” on Russia.

Sixty-two percent of respondents of the 
survey, whose sample size represents two-
thirds of Europe’s population, say NATO 
should come to Ukraine’s defense if Russia 
were to further invade Ukraine. The 

January poll was commissioned by the 
European Council on Foreign Relations 
and was conducted in Finland, France, 
Germa ny, Italy, Poland and Romania.

In Kharkiv, Ukraine’s second-largest 
city situated 40 kilometers south of the 
Russian border, several thousand people 
marched in a display of solidarity. A 
100-meter-long blue-and-yellow flag was 
carried through the downtown area on 
February 5. The rally, which ended in 
Freedom Square, included banners that 
read “Kharkiv is Ukraine.”

The city council attempted to ban the 
march on epidemiological (because of the 
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic) and physi-

cal grounds – law enforcement says 
Kharkiv is in the second most severe ter-
rorist threat category and has indicated 
that such incidents are “probable.”

The march’s organizers, however, won 
two court cases against the city council.

Kyiv’s international community of expa-
triates held a “unity” march on February 6. 
Several hundred carrying flags of at least 
40 countries started their march at Shev-
chenko Park and walked to Indepen dence 
Square where they sang the national 
anthem (see sidebar for more information 
about the march).

Co-organizer Stuart McKenzie, 51, said 
the march was “for peace” and to “show 
our gracious Ukrainian hosts” they are not 
alone against Russia.

Freelance journalist Johannes Andersen 
of Denmark marched with his two chil-
dren.

“I participated out of a feeling of power-
lessness, facing unbelievable cynicism and 
aggression from a Russia which can’t seem 
to make peace with itself, to move on from 
its imperialistic and past glory,” he said.

Englishman Peter Dickinson, publisher 
of Business Ukraine magazine, said he 
attended the event “as an opportunity to 
demonstrate solidarity with Ukraine at a 
time when I believe it is important for 
Ukrainians to know that members of the 
international community support and 
admire their efforts to defend their coun-
try and stand against Russian aggression.”

Mr. McKenzie and two other co-organiz-
ers started the marches during the Euro-
Maidan protests of November 2013-Feb-
ruary 2014.

(Continued from page 1)

Ukrainians...

Ukrainians in the Finnish capital of Helsinki march in a show of unity on February 5.

Ukrainian World Congress

Dane Johannes Andersen walks with his 
two children in Kyiv during the Interna-

tional Unity March on February 6.

Courtesy of Johannes Andersen

A bar graph shows that 62 percent of the populous in seven 
European countries believe NATO should come to Ukraine’s 

defense if Russia further invades.

European Council on Foreign Relations A map shows the various locations where 34 demonstrations of 
solidarity with Ukraine took place over the weekend of 
February 4-6. The rallies were organized by the Ukrainian 

World Congress.

Ukrainian World Congress
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As concern builds over Russia’s intentions in Ukraine, it is clear that much of the 
world is now discussing the tense situation along the country’s borders, where some 
140,000 Russian troops have been positioned and sit waiting for orders to launch 
what may be a full-scale invasion of the country. Even news reports from the Winter 
Olympics in Beijing have included mention of an alliance between Chinese President 
Xi Jinping and Russian President Vladimir Putin, who appears concerned about grow-
ing Western support for Ukraine and is looking for an ally in the Chinese president.

While we continue to hope and pray for a peaceful resolution to the crisis – one 
that would include Russia returning the currently occupied Donetsk and Luhansk 
regions of Ukraine, as well as the Crimean Peninsula, back to Kyiv – we nonetheless 
must prepare for the possibility of a much bigger, broader Russian invasion of 
Ukraine.  From our standpoint, we know that the world’s attention will turn to 
Ukraine, just as it did during the Orange Revolution in 2004-2005 and the 
Revolution of Dignity (Euro-Maidan) in 2014.

As those revolutions unfolded, various people (and not just Ukrainians in the 
diaspora) sought more information from individuals on the ground in Ukraine. Sadly, 
many of the world’s large news organizations do not base their reporters in Ukraine. 
These organizations maintain foreign bureaus in Moscow and send reporters to 
other countries (Ukraine, for example) only when needed. The result leads to much 
of the shoddy reporting we see on Ukraine because these journalists have not devel-
oped a network of sources who can accurately verify information on the ground dur-
ing the chaos of a revolution or, in our current case, the possibility of a full-scale 
Russian invasion.

As a result, we believe the time has come for The Ukrainian Weekly to take an 
innovative step and provide real-time reporting from Ukraine for a limited period of 
time. Readers will see this live coverage on our website, though some of these 
reports will make it into our weekly printed version of the newspaper (we will 
announce the launch date for this project both in print and via our Facebook page in 
the coming days). We are taking this step at no cost to our readers because we stead-
fastly believe that the world needs reliable, accurate and timely information from 
Ukraine that is verified by reporters who are permanently based in the country. We 
hope that you, dear readers, will see the merit of this effort and nonetheless support 
our work by making whatever donations you can to our press fund. Any support you 
can provide will help us build and fund a broader network of trusted Ukrainian jour-
nalists who stand ready to tell the world about events in the country.

The Ukrainian Weekly Press Fund is the only fund dedicated exclusively to sup-
porting the day-to-day operations of this publication, which was founded in 1933 to 
tell the English-speaking world about Ukraine and the Ukrainian diaspora. We 
believe that mission is just as critical today as it was when the Holodomor raged in 
Ukraine in 1932-1933, and we hope you can support this effort. Readers can send 
checks, made out to UNA Publications (in the memo line please write The Ukrainian 
Weekly Press Fund), to the following address: The Ukrainian Weekly, 2200 Route 10, 
P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, N.J., 07054.

The Ukrainian Weekly

Last year, on February 17, 2021, Ukraine’s parliament passed 
a resolution that called the Euro-Maidan protests, which culmi-
nated in February 2014, as a significant nation-building moment 
in the country’s history.

The “Revolution of Dignity,” as it is referred to in the resolu-
tion, received support from 295 lawmakers. “The Revolution of 

Dignity is one of the key moments of Ukrainian state-building and an expression of the 
national idea of freedom,” the resolution reads.

The 2014 protests, which resulted in the deaths of 104 people and 2,500 injured, saw 
government authorities use violent clampdowns against the protesters, most of which 
occurred on February 18-20, 2014.

Soon after the protests concluded, Russian President Vladimir Putin ordered the inva-
sion of Ukraine’s Crimean Peninsula in early March 2014, and Moscow orchestrated pro-
tests against Kyiv in Kharkiv, Odesa, Mykolayiv, Kherson, Luhansk and Donetsk oblasts. 
Government and auxiliary buildings in some of the cities were temporarily occupied by 
pro-Russia protesters that included Russian nationals.

The failed “Russian Spring,” as analysts called it, was a major loss for Mr. Putin. By April 
2014, most of the Russia-orchestrated protests had either subsided or were quashed. 
With this failure, Russia moved on the Donbas through armed covert invasion of the east-
ern most Luhansk and Donetsk oblasts in mid-April 2014.

Despite defending itself against its Russian aggressor, Ukraine was able to attract for-
eign investment from the United Arab Emirates in the amount of $3 billion during 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy’s visit to the UAE on February 15.

“Ukraine has very promising potential for foreign investment, and the signing of memo-
randums with leading entities of Ukraine represents a commitment to explore potential 
investments and areas of cooperation on a case-by-case basis,” Faris Al Mazrui, head of the 
fund’s investment program for post-Soviet countries, told WAM, the Emirates’ news agency. 
“We are impressed by the quality and caliber of Ukrainian businesses,” Mr. Al Mazrui said.

Areas of investment included agriculture, clean energy, port logistics and blockchain 
technology.

The International Monetary Fund halted loans to Ukraine, including a $700 million 
installment of a $5.2 billion loan. Ukraine had received nearly $2 billion from the IMF at 

Feb. 
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Turning the pages back...

Putin should swap judo for chess

(Continued on page 10)

Our plans to cover  
the Ukraine-Russia crisis

 COMMENTARY

by Ihor N. Stelmach

Russian President Vladimir Putin regu-
larly practices and boasts about his judo 
and martial arts skills. Success in these 
sporting disciplines usually depends on 
what the Japanese call kuzushi, which 
means a martial artist utilizes techniques 
meant to disrupt an opponent’s physical 
and mental balance.

Mr. Putin has attempted to throw NATO 
and the United States off balance by mobi-
lizing some 100,000 Russian troops along 
Ukraine’s border. Believing that Russia and 
Ukraine are organically the same, Mr. Putin 
may view re-establishing such a relation-
ship as a course of action to cement his 
legacy by erasing the perceived disgrace 
Russia has suffered following the collapse 
of the Soviet Union.

Perhaps Mr. Putin believed that threat-
ening Ukraine would destabilize this inde-
pendent nation and provide an opportuni-
ty to replace their pro-Western govern-
ment with one more respectful to the 
Kremlin. Mr. Putin probably thought his 
troop buildup would intimidate the U.S. 
and new President Joe Biden into accept-
ing Ukraine’s return to Russia’s sphere of 
influence.

Mr. Biden’s mishandling of a chaotic and 
near-unconditional withdrawal from 
Afghanistan hinted at a questionable for-
eign policy approach. In 2014, Mr. Putin 
more or less got away with his annexation 
of Crimea. In China, President Xi Jinping 
was barely criticized for rolling back 
democracy in Hong Kong. The United 
States seemed to be inward-focused, divid-
ed and weak.

America’s European allies were also dis-
respected by Mr. Putin. Germany had 
become more dependent on Russian gas 
and, as showed during the Cold War by 
West Germany, is most uncomfortable con-
fronting the Kremlin. Mr. Putin began his 
troop mobilization at the start of winter, 
when low temperatures and high fuel pric-
es offered the Kremlin much leverage. 
France was busy with their presidential 
election, and Great Britain was dealing 
with Prime Minister Boris Johnson’s antics, 
Brexit and COVID-19.

Internally, Mr. Putin managed to lessen 
Russia’s vulnerabilities to any economic 
sanctions with foreign exchange reserves 
hitting a record $630 billion in December 
and high oil prices producing major gov-
ernment revenue. Mr. Putin could always 
rely on financial assistance from China, 
already giving the Kremlin diplomatic sup-
port.

In manufacturing a Ukraine crisis in 
which Mr. Putin believed he had the upper 
hand with regard to the West, he seeming-
ly perpetrated a potentially grave error 
which could prove dangerous, even for a 
skilled practitioner of the martial arts: he 
misjudged his opponent.

Yes, NATO and Mr. Biden publicly stated 
they would not directly intervene in 
defense of Ukraine. This, however, did not 
mean they would tolerate Russian domi-

nance. Indeed, the U.S. arranged a most 
comprehensive response by sending addi-
tional arms to Ukraine in an effort to deter 
any Russian invasion and occupation. 
NATO is fortifying member nations near 
Russia, major economic sanctions have 
been drawn up, and there is a plan to 
reroute gas to Europe if Russian supplies 
are lost.

The above points prove that Mr. Putin’s 
opening offensive maneuver did not score 
a decisive blow, and he definitely does not 
have the West where he wants it. On the 
contrary, Mr. Putin finds himself in the 
most unpleasant position of either having 
to escalate the situation or think of a credi-
ble way of saving face while backing down.

The United States is willing to provide 
Mr. Putin with a diplomatic exit. Possible 
avenues include a new structure to support 
European security and an arms-control 
deal limiting scale and location of a range 
of military systems. Also, a re-examined 
and revitalized Minsk process could seek a 
political agreement in eastern Ukraine that 
would permit more autonomy for the 
region’s populace with international peace-
keepers replacing the Russian military.

In addition, it appears Ukraine will not 
be gaining entrance to NATO in the near 
future.

It is uncertain if such an outcome would 
be enough for Mr. Putin. He will not hear 
that Ukraine will never be allowed to join 
NATO or that NATO forces will retreat to 
their positions from more than two 
decades past, prior to expanding into 
Central and Eastern Europe.

Mr. Putin should have some time to for-
mulate the next part of his action plan. He 
was off to Beijing for the opening of the 
Winter Olympics where China’s Xi Jinping 
has reportedly made it clear a war in 
Ukraine should not overshadow his chance 
to parade his country ahead of China’s 
Communist Party congress this fall, when 
he will seek a third term.

A possible future option for Mr. Putin 
could be to increase Russia’s military pres-
ence in the West, copying what the U.S. and 
NATO did to Russia. Such a move would 
involve risk, and would not solve his con-
cerns in Europe. However, the above sce-
nario underlines the limitations of martial 
arts, which stress tactics over strategy. The 
manufactured crisis in Ukraine runs the 
risk of leaving Russia in a worse position: 
true, they would control a bit more territo-
ry, but would face some severe economic 
sanctions, a strengthened NATO, and a 
neighbor whose population continues to 
develop an independent, anti-Russian iden-
tity.

When he returns home, Mr. Putin may 
be well counseled to take up a different 
sport, one closely associated with Russia: 
chess, where the top players think several 
moves ahead and hold their opponents in 
high regard.

Ihor Stelmach covers sports for The 
Ukrainian Weekly.  He can be reached via 
email at iman@sfgsports.com.

Opinions expressed by columnists, commentators and letter-writers are their 
own and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of either The Ukrainian Weekly 
editorial staff or its publisher, the Ukrainian National Association.

Similarly, paid advertisements do not reflect the opinions of either The Weekly 
or its publisher.
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Germany must honor  
its commitment to Ukraine

 COMMENTARY

by Eugene Czolij

With more than 100,000 Russian troops 
currently concentrated on the Ukrainian 
border and the prospect of the largest 
European conflict since World War II loom-
ing over the continent, Western unity has 
never been more important. It is therefore 
alarming to witness Germany’s reluctance 
to align itself unambiguously with the rest 
of the democratic world in opposition to 
Russian imperial aggression.

Germany’s inexplicable wavering goes 
against the July 2021 commitment it made 
to Ukraine in return for the withdrawal of 
U.S. opposition to the highly controversial 
Nord Stream 2 gas pipeline.

Indeed, in a July 2021 joint statement, 
U.S. President Joe Biden and German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel declared, “The 
United States and Germany are steadfast in 
their support for Ukraine’s sovereignty, ter-
ritorial integrity, independence and chosen 
European path. We recommit ourselves 
today to push back against Russian aggres-
sion and malign activities in Ukraine and 
beyond.”

Notwithstanding this unambiguous com-
mitment, Berlin has not only refused to send 
any lethal defensive weapons to help Ukraine 
defend itself, but has even blocked another 
NATO member from sending such weapons 
of German origin. Germany has also respond-
ed evasively to calls for a firm commitment to 
block the Nord Stream 2 gas pipeline in the 
event of a new Russian offensive.

Meanwhile, prominent Germans have 
voiced opinions which have further fuelled 
doubts over the commitment of Europe’s 
most powerful economy to counter the 
Kremlin threat.

German naval chief Vice Admiral Kay-
Achim Schönbach was forced to resign in 
January after he was filmed downplaying 
Russian expansionist ambitions in Ukraine 
and stating that Russian President Vladimir 
Putin deserved “respect.” Days later, former 
German Chancellor Gerhard Schröder 
sparked uproar by accusing Ukraine of 
“saber-rattling.”

Ukrainians are dismayed with Germany’s 
attempts to defend their refusal to arm 
Ukraine by invoking war guilt for Nazi 
crimes committed against the Soviet Union 
during World War II.

Unfortunately, Germany still erroneously 
considers modern Russia to be the sole suc-
cessor state of the Soviet Union. As a result, 
many Germans are unaware of the enor-

mous losses inflicted by Nazi Germany on 
Soviet-era Ukraine.

In a speech delivered at a 2017 confer-
ence in the German Bundestag addressing 
Germany’s historical responsibility toward 
Ukraine, Yale University historian Timothy 
Snyder underlined Ukraine’s centrality to 
the conflict.

“The purpose of the Second World War, 
from Hitler’s point of view, was the con-
quest of Ukraine. It is therefore senseless to 
commemorate any part of the Second 
World War without beginning from 
Ukraine,” Mr. Snyder said.

“The result of the ideology of this war 
was that some 3.5 million civilian inhabit-
ants of Soviet Ukraine were victims of 
German killing policies between 1941 and 
1945. In addition to that 3.5 million, about 
3 million Ukrainians, inhabitants of Soviet 
Ukraine, died as soldiers in the Red Army, 
or died indirectly as a consequence of the 
war,” the American historian said.

The traumatic legacy of World War II in 
Ukraine undermines Germany’s claims to 
be acting in a historically responsible man-
ner when it refuses to send lethal defensive 
weapons to Ukraine. Germany’s refusal to 
arm Ukraine despite its July 2021 commit-
ment is even more incomprehensible given 
that German arms exports reached record 
levels in 2021.

Despite the deep sense of frustration in 
Ukraine over Berlin’s current stance, 
Germany can still reconsider its position 
and comply with its July 2021 commitment 
to support Ukraine’s territorial integrity.

Indeed, German Chancellor Olaf Scholz 
will be in Kyiv on February 14 for talks with 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
before proceeding to Moscow the following 
day for a meeting with Mr. Putin.

This would be an opportune moment to 
announce that Germany will fulfill its com-
mitments by arming Ukraine with lethal 
defensive weapons and imposing severe 
sanctions on the Kremlin to prevent further 
military aggression against Ukraine that 
could trigger the biggest European war 
since World War II.

For a country acutely aware of its histor-
ical responsibility, there can be no higher 
priority for Germany than to honor its com-
mitment to support Ukraine.

Eugene Czolij is president of non-govern-
mental organization “Ukraine-2050” and 
former president of the Ukrainian World 
Congress (2008-2018).

by Victoria A. Malko

Several months of information warfare 
over the narrative justifying the outbreak 
of a large-scale phase of the Russian war of 
aggression against Ukraine culminated in a 
contentious meeting on January 31 at the 
United Nations Security Council. At the 
request of representatives from the United 
States and Ukraine, the U.N. Security 
Council took the lead in determining the 
existence of a threat to global peace. The 
overwhelming majority of its 15 members 
called upon the Russian Federation to 
deescalate their aggression against 
Ukraine. Their words, however, rang hol-
low. As of February 1, the Russian 
Federation presides over the meetings of 
the U.N. Security Council. Instead of sus-
pending the perpetrator, the international 
organization further emboldened Russia.

Speaking during the U.N. Security 
Council meeting in New York, Serhiy 
Kyslytsia, Ukraine’s ambassador to the 
United Nations, aptly cited Lewis Caroll’s 
“Humpty Dumpty” in describing his 
Russian counterpart Vasily Nebenzya’s 
behavior. Mr. Kyslytsia could have strength-
ened his case by citing a report prepared 
by the civic association Security and 
Cooperation in Ukraine. That report, 
“Armed Aggression of the Russian 
Federation Against Ukraine,” was edited by 
Volodymyr Vasylenko, a professor at the 
National University of Kyiv-Mohyla 
Academy and an ambassador extraordi-
nary and plenipotentiary of Ukraine. 
Together with his co-editors Semen 
Kabakaev, Olena Alekseeva, and Fedir 
Morozov, Mr. Vasylenko documented the 
participation of the regular and irregular 
military units of the Russian Federation in 
warfare on the territories of the Donetsk 
and Luhansk regions of Ukraine between 
March 2014 and February 2015.

The analysts estimated that a total of 
80,000 soldiers of the regular Armed 
Forces of the Russian Federation from four 
military districts (52 military units of vari-
ous types) directly carried out combat 
operations in the Donetsk and Luhansk 
regions of Ukraine. In addition, more than 
18,500 paramilitary fighters from irregular 
formations of the Russian Federation 
(Russian “Cossack” detachments, various 
special purpose battalions and rapid 
response groups) were trained by officers 
of the regular Russian Federation Armed 

Forces and their special services and were 
subordinated to the command of the regu-
lar Armed Forces. All of these groups were 
equipped with weapons manufactured in 
Russia only: small arms of Soviet and 
Russian models, submachine guns, rifles, 
machine guns, grenade launchers, anti-
tank weapons, anti-aircraft weapons, artil-
lery, armored combat vehicles, tanks and 
military vehicles of various modifications. 
The Russian military also used confiscated 
buses, cars and SUVs. In other words, 
between March 2014 and February 2015 
the total number of Russian combat troops 
that carried out military operations on the 
territory of Ukraine included 98,500 indi-
viduals.

Add to this number 100,000 fresh 
Russian combat soldiers prepositioned 
along the border with Ukraine and 30,000 
in Belarus that are there masquerading as 
part of a joint military exercise, and the 
combined total is over 200,000 Russian 
Federation Armed Forces ready to over-
power Ukraine’s defenses.

The Budapest Memorandum, signed by 
the United States, the United Kingdom and 
the Russia Federation in 1994, reaffirmed 
their commitment to “seek immediate” 
U.N. Security Council action “to provide 
assistance to Ukraine ... if Ukraine should 
become a victim of an act of aggression.” A 
window of opportunity to suspend the 
Russian Federation from the U.N. Security 
Council ahead of the planned large-scale 
invasion is closed.

On February 17, the U.N. Security 
Council will meet again to discuss imple-
mentation of the Minsk agreements. 
Reportedly, Ukraine plans to provide evi-
dence of Russia’s noncompliance with the 
Minsk agreements. Let’s hope copies of the 
report on the armed aggression of the 
Russian Federation against Ukraine will be 
circulated to all members of the U.N. 
Security Council. Meanwhile, Ukraine has 
to counteract attempts by the Russian 
Federation to impose its diktat regarding 
the Minsk agreements, echoed and ampli-
fied by Russia sympathizers, by making it 
clear that the Minsk “agreements” are 
unconstitutional and have to be rewritten 
because the situation on the ground has 
changed. 

Dr. Victoria A. Malko is a faculty member 
in the Department of History at California 
State University, Fresno, in Fresno, Calif.

Minsk agreements are  
unconstitutional, must be rewritten

question about the potential moves of the 
Belarusian army – i.e., whether it is going to 
fight in an upcoming war not of Belarus’s 
making – was posed following Mr. 
Lukashenka’s address to the parliament 
(see EDM, January 31). Since it is highly 
unlikely that any non-vetted query was 
allowed to slip into the question-and-
answer session, its conspicuous presence 
was indicative of concerns even among Mr. 
Lukashenka’s loyalists.

However, evidently not everybody 
shares such concerns. According to Russian 
political commentator Pavel Luzin, inter-
viewed by the Belarusian Service of Radio 
Free Europe/Radio Liberty, “if someone 
says that [Mr.] Lukashenka is [Mr.] Putin’s 
puppet and it is enough for [Mr.] Putin to 
bang his fist on the table to achieve his goal, 

then someone exaggerates the personifica-
tion of Russia’s power. It is very convenient 
to say that we have a personalist dictator-
ship. But in fact, the Russian system is 
much less personalized than the Kazakh or 
Belarusian one. In Russia, some political 
functions are entrusted to state corpora-
tions such as Gazprom and Sberbank. You 
should not assume that everything in 
Russia depends on [Mr.] Putin. It is also 
absurd to consider [Mr.] Lukashenka to be 
a puppet. He is an experienced politician 
who knows how to exploit opportunities. 
And he is not alone, he has a consolidated 
ruling elite. And he represents the interests 
of this elite. … His second resource is the 
system of international relations, with an 
implication that Belarus is an independent 
state – a dogma that is not disputed.” At the 
time of the interview, Mr. Luzin estimated 
Russian military manpower in Belarus to 
be 10,000 at the maximum. This may not 
translate into a permanent military base. 

After all, Russia has been talking about it 
since the mid-2010s. After each meeting 
with Mr. Putin, Mr. Lukashenka said that 
the issue of the base was not discussed. 
Which suggests that it was,” Mr. Luzin 
opined (Svaboda.org, February 1).

A similar idea was shared by Dmitry 
Butrin, the deputy editor of Russia’s 
Kommersant daily, when interviewed by 
Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty. Only Mr. 
Butrin derived his conviction that Belarus 
is not about to lose statehood from the logic 
of economic integration. In fact, every 
Russian-Belarusian Union State program 
that becomes known to the public takes 
Belarusian concerns into account. 
According to Mr. Butrin’s subtle formula-
tion, although laws underlying economic 
and financial activities are indeed being 
harmonized by those programs, lawless-
ness will remain sovereign and country-
specific. Over the course of the last two 
years, “Belarus definitely exercised sover-

eignty in that realm,” Mr. Butrin remarked 
caustically to Yury Drakakhrust, his inter-
viewer (Svaboda.org, January 31).

In turn, Carnegie’s non-resident Belaru-
sian scholar Artyom Shraibman opined that 
both extreme scenarios in the showdown 
between Russia and the West over Ukraine – 
an outright war or a stable truce – would be 
inconvenient for Mr. Lukashenka. In the for-
mer case, he would have to make risky and 
probably self-destructive concessions to the 
Kremlin; and in the latter case, it would be 
difficult for him to fascinate Moscow with his 
ostentatious anti-Western stance (Carnegie.
ru, February 4).

To paraphrase Mark Twain, the reports 
of Belarus’s imminent death as an indepen-
dent state may be greatly exaggerated.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)
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in 2014 in an ongoing war that has killed 
more than 14,000 people.

Meanwhile, Ukraine continues receiving 
shipments of defensive weapons and gear, 
mainly from the United States and Britain, 
as high-profile diplomatic crisis talks con-
tinue. The aim of those talks is to deescalate 
the situation and deter Russia from a fur-
ther invasion of Ukraine.

A tenth planeload of U.S. weapons arrived 
on February 9, bringing 80 tons of ammuni-
tion, Mr. Reznikov said. It’s part of a new 
$200 million package that was approved 
this year by U.S. President Joe Biden. Britain 
shipped military-technical assistance, add-
ing to anti-armor weapons that arrived ear-
lier this year. Poland has also provided 
Soviet-designed modernized air-defense 
systems to help bolster Ukraine’s weakest 
area in fending off a full-scale invasion that 
would likely include a naval assault.

Since Russia started massing troops 
near Ukraine, Kyiv has received about $1.5 
billion in military assistance from the U.S., 
Britain, Canada, Poland, Germany and the 
Czech Republic, Prime Minister Denys 
Shmyhal said on February 9.

The so-called air bridge of defensive 
weapons is designed to also raise the costs 
of another invasion and shave layers off 
Russia’s military superiority.

Billions of dollars of additional macro-
economic assistance have been pledged or 
provided as well.

French President Emmanuel Macron, 
during a visit to Kyiv on February 8, the 
first by a French head of state since Jacques 

Chirac came 24 years ago, announced that 
Paris would provide an additional $1.7 bil-
lion in funding for joint projects. Over $1 
billion was pledged in the form of loan 
guarantees. The EU previously announced 
1.2 billion euros in funding.

Ukraine has been cut off from credit 
markets ever since Russia started raising 
the volume of military threats toward 
Ukraine, which have been based on securi-
ty demands made in December that Kyiv 
stop cooperating with NATO and stop 
receiving outside weapons from alliance 
member states.

There is little demand for new Ukrainian 
Eurobonds and the country’s bond yields 
are at 11 percent. With inflation at 10 per-
cent, Kyiv has relied on direct financial aid 
from its partners.

Since Russia invaded in 2014, the war 
has cost Ukraine’s economy $280 billion in 
potential output through 2020, the 
London-based Center for Economics and 
Business Research said on February 10.

Naval blockade 

Russia plans for the first time to enforce 
a ban on all civil and merchant maritime 
navigation in the Black and Azov seas, 
which Ukraine uses for sea trade and ship-
ping. They are part of naval drills taking 
place on February 13-19.

While “strongly” protesting the drills, 
Ukrainian Foreign Affairs Ministry spokes-
person Oleh Nikolenko said they “essential-
ly disable international navigation in both 
seas.”

The maneuvers could be considered an 
act of aggression based on the definition of 
the word outlined in U.N. resolution 3314, 
which says the blockade of ports or coasts 

of a state by the armed forces of another 
state, regardless of a declaration of war, 
constitutes “aggression.”

Defense Minister Reznikov called the 
naval drills “a tactic of creeping occupation 
of the sea, which they [Russia] has long 
used.”

Diplomacy and Minsk accords

Western diplomatic visits to Moscow 
and Kyiv and meetings in Washington have 
continued in an effort to deescalate the sit-
uation.

Mr. Biden hosted German Chancellor 
Olaf Scholz this week and promised that 
Europe’s biggest economy would have its 
Nord Stream 2 pipeline project with Russia 
nixed should Russia further cross into 
Ukraine. Once the $11 billion project goes 
online, it would pump more Russian natu-
ral gas directly to Germany, bypassing 
Ukraine, thus further reducing its strategic 
role as an energy transit country linking 
Russia to greater Europe.

Mr. Scholz is scheduled to visit Kyiv and 
Moscow next week.

After holding five-hour talks with Mr. 
Putin on February 7, Mr. Macron flew to 
Kyiv the next day for discussions with his 
Ukrainian counterpart.

Facing re-election in April, Mr. Macron 
spoke of Moscow promising “de-escalation” 
while Kremlin spokesperson Dmitry 
Peskov refuted the reports, saying that 
“Moscow and Paris couldn’t make any deal.”

The longtime Kremlin spokesperson did 
confirm that both sides agreed that a road-
map for peace, known as the Minsk 
Agreements, are the only way to stop the 
war in eastern Ukraine.

Russia still denies involvement that it 
fuels the war it started in 2014 by leading 
armed formations, training and equipping 
them, as well as having Russians fight 

beside local collaborators.
The second and last Minsk agreement 

between Russia and Ukraine was brokered 
by Germany and France in 2015. Moscow 
and Kyiv have diverging interpretations of 
the agreement’s provisions and the sequence 
of events needed for implementation.

One provision, for example, stipulates 
that the two Donbas regions of Luhansk and 
Donetsk are to be given “special status,” 
which Russia insists means autonomy, and 
for those two provinces to have veto power 
over Ukraine’s main foreign policy decisions.

Ukraine disagrees, as do some of its 
allies.

The U.S. on February 8 tweeted that 
“Russia pushes a distorted interpretation of 
the Minsk agreements, including insisting 
on ‘autonomy’ for Russia-controlled 
Donbas. Nowhere in the Minsk Agreements 
is the word ‘autonomy’ mentioned.”

Signs of another diplomatic standstill 
ensued when British Foreign Affairs 
Secretary Liz Truss visited Moscow for 
security talks with Russian Foreign Affairs 
Minister Sergei Lavrov.

Afterward, he berated her saying the 
British delegation came “unprepared” and 
described the discussions as like “speaking to 
a deaf person who listens but cannot hear.”

Undeterred, Ms. Truss threatened addi-
tional sanctions that are already in place 
over Russia’s military aggression toward 
Ukraine.

“If there were to be a Russian incursion 
into Ukraine, the Ukrainians will fight,” Ms. 
Truss said in remarks as reported by the 
London-based newspaper The Guardian.

“This would be a prolonged and drawn-
out conflict,” Ms. Truss said. “The UK and 
our allies would put in place severe sanc-
tions targeting individuals and institutions. 
The United States has been clear that Nord 
Stream 2 would not go ahead.”

(Continued from page 1)

Russia to start...

A soldier from the Ukrainian 30th Mechanized Brigade stands armed in a trench on 
February 6. 

Armed Forces of Ukraine

French President Emmanuel Macron (left) and Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy speak behind lecterns at Kyiv’s Mariinsky Palace on February 8. 

Office of the President of Ukraine

equipped. Third, Russian firepower, while 
overwhelming, will not be able to destroy all 
of the Ukrainian forces or prevent the emer-
gence of a serious partisan resistance move-
ment in Ukrainian cities if Moscow occupies 
large swaths of the country. Fourth, Russia’s 
control of the skies does not guarantee vic-
tory – as Russians should remember from 
Afghanistan and the first Chechen war. And 
fifth, not only have Russian threats united 
the West in ways Moscow did not expect, 
but they have cajoled the transatlantic alli-
ance into action to more strongly support 
Ukraine, which will certainly help Kyiv and 
hurt Russian forces even if they cannot pre-
vent an initial Russian victory. Moreover, 
any such victory may prove Pyrrhic if, as 
seems likely, the West subsequently impos-
es crushing sanctions on Moscow in retribu-
tion for the latter’s escalated aggression 
against Ukraine (Novoye Voyennoye 
Obozreniye, February 3).

The second broadside against the possi-

bility that Russia will expand its invasion of 
Ukraine comes from retired Col. Gen. 
Leonid Ivashov, who penned a message to 
the Russian people as the head of the All-
Russian Officers Assembly. This veterans 
group has heretofore consistently backed 
strengthening the Russian military and 
using it to project power and has criticized 
Russian governments in the past for failing 
to do so. In his message, Mr. Ivashov never-
theless makes clear he does not believe his 
country can win a real victory in Ukraine. 
Even if it secures a military triumph in the 
first round, Russia will have embarked on a 
road to disaster because of the resulting 
international isolation and severe sanc-
tions. Indeed, the retired general says, in 
language he earlier used against former 
Kremlin leaders Mikhail Gorbachev and 
Boris Yeltsin, such adventurism will lead to 
“the final destruction of Russian statehood 
and the annihilation of the indigenous pop-
ulation of the country” (Ooc.su, January 31).

In reporting on the words of Messrs. 
Khodarenok and Ivashov, Rosbalt commen-
tator Ivan Preobrazhensky writes that it is 
obvious “the Crimean consensus,” which 

had brought most Russian analysts like Mr. 
Khodarenok and national patriots like Mr. 
Ivashov around to support President 
Vladimir Putin on almost all questions, no 
longer exists. Up to now, the Kremlin has 
not responded to either of them. The top 
political leadership certainly understands 
that the views of these two experts are 
shared by others in the military, but, the 
Rosbalt writer contends, it is unclear what 
the Kremlin will do next. “The less ade-
quate” the official response proves to be, 
Mr. Preobrazhensky continues, “the greater 
the likelihood that this problem is serious 
and that the authorities simply do not 
know how to eliminate it except by using 
force. After all, that is how the Kremlin has 
been addressing most of its problems, both 
foreign and domestic, for the last decade” 
(Rosbalt, February 7).

Finally, the third (and earliest) warning 
to the Kremlin is one that comes not from a 
military specialist but from an Academy of 
Sciences analyst on Ukraine. But if any-
thing, the judgment of Viktor Mironenko, 
who heads the Center for Ukrainian 
Research at the Institute of Europe of the 

Russian Academy of Sciences, is even more 
damning with regard to any further 
Russian aggression against Ukraine. He 
argues that anyone thinking about invad-
ing Ukraine now should remember that it 
took the Red Army, at the height of its pow-
ers at the end of World War II, “almost a 
decade” to pacify Western Ukraine and that 
invading it now could lead to “a Russian 
Vietnam or a new Afghanistan” (Rosbalt, 
December 1).

These three critiques by themselves, of 
course, are unlikely to sway Mr. Putin if he 
is already committed to a re-invasion. But 
they highlight two factors to keep in mind: 
First, the Russian military establishment is 
not as arrayed in lockstep behind him as 
many in Moscow and the West seem to 
think; and second, those in Moscow now 
warning against such a move, along with 
those who listen to them, are unlikely to 
forget if he does, in fact, move.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)

Moscow security...



No. 7THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 202210

by many Crimean Tatars, who are a sizable 
minority in the region. Exiled from their 
homeland to Central Asia under the dicta-
torship of Josef Stalin during World War II, 
many Crimean Tatars are very wary of 
Russia and Moscow’s rule. Rights groups 
and Western governments have denounced 
what they describe as a campaign of 
repression by the Russian-imposed author-
ities in Crimea, who target members of the 
Turkic-speaking Crimean Tatar community 
and others who have spoken out against 
Moscow’s takeover. Russia took control of 
Crimea from Ukraine in March 2014 after 
sending in troops, seizing key facilities and 
staging a referendum dismissed as illegal 
by at least 100 countries. Moscow also 

backs separatists in a war against govern-
ment forces that has killed more than 
13,200 people in eastern Ukraine since 
April 2014. (RFE/RL’s Crimea.Realities)

Russian warships sail to Black Sea

Russia says six warships from its navy 
are heading to the Black Sea from the 
Mediterranean to take part in military 
maneuvers amid heightened tensions with 
the West over Moscow’s troop buildup on 
its border with Ukraine, which has raised 
fears of a possible invasion of the former 
Soviet republic. Russia’s Defense Ministry 
said in a statement on February 8 that the 
ships of the Baltic Fleet and the Northern 
Fleet were passing the Bosphorus in “a 
planned manner” to take part in pre-
announced military drills in the Black Sea. 
Three of the ships passed through the strait 
on February 8, according to Reuters, citing 

a witness. Turkish sources said the other 
three are expected to pass on February 9. 
Legally, NATO member Turkey could shut 
the strait to transit if Russia were to take 
military action against Ukraine. The show 
of strength is part of a series of exercises 
that Russia’s navy is undertaking around 
the world. Last month, the Defense 
Ministry announced the start of military 
exercises with more than 140 military ves-
sels and more than 10,000 military person-
nel involved. Russia has denied it plans to 
invade Ukraine, saying it may position its 
troops anywhere it wants on its own soil. 
At the same time, however, Moscow is also 
demanding wide-ranging security guaran-
tees from the United States and NATO as a 
way to de-escalate the situation. Turkey 
shares a maritime border with Ukraine and 
Russia in the Black Sea, and Turkish 
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan last week 
offered to mediate between Moscow and 
Kyiv. Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy welcomed the offer. Mr. Erdogan 
made the offer during a visit to Kyiv that 
was part of recent intensified diplomatic 
moves by the leaders of NATO countries to 
resolve tensions caused by the Russian mil-
itary buildup. (RFE/RL, with reporting by 
TASS, Interfax and Reuters)

Thousands march in Kharkiv

Thousands of Ukrainians in a major 
eastern city near the border with Russia 
have taken to the streets to express nation-
al solidarity and a willingness to defend 
their homeland in the event of an invasion. 
As many as 5,000 people took part in the 
February 5 demonstration in Kharkiv, an 
industrial city of 1.4 million that is home to 
tank, aircraft and tractor factories. 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
has identified Kharkiv, which lies just 40 

kilometers from the Russian border, as a 
possible target of an attack. “Some say that 
we will give up Kharkiv. We are part of 
Ukraine, we were born here, our children 
live here. We won’t run away. We will build 
Europe here,” Maryana Vorona, a volunteer 
who participated in the march, told RFE/
RL. Participants carried a 100-meter-long 
blue-and-yellow Ukrainian flag through the 
streets as they shouted “Glory to Ukraine, 
glory to the heroes,” in reference to the sol-
diers who have died defending the country 
from Kremlin-backed separatists in two 
provinces in eastern Ukraine. The eight-
year war, which still simmers to this day in 
parts of the Donetsk and Luhansk regions, 
has killed more than 13,200 people. Now 
Russia has amassed more than 100,000 
combat troops near Ukraine, raising con-
cerns it could launch another, more devas-
tating invasion. Kharkiv, the country’s sec-
ond-largest city, is considered more vulner-
able to such an attack because of its prox-
imity to the border. The march was orga-
nized by local political and nongovernmen-
tal organizations. The local city council 
sought to block the protest amid concern 
over the spread of COVID-19 and provoca-
tions. However, a local court rejected the 
city council’s request. There were no 
reports of arrests or disturbances. (RFE/
RL’s Ukrainian Service)

Russian diplomat links nuclear talks

A top Russian diplomat says nuclear 
arms controls talks between Moscow and 
Washington will be largely guided by nego-
tiations on security demands the Kremlin 
laid out in December amid an ongoing cri-
sis with neighboring Ukraine. Russia has 
amassed over 100,000 troops near the bor-

(Continued on page 11)
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the time. The IMF cited lack of progress on 
reforms, including by anti-graft bodies, and 
limited progress on the country’s effort to 
clean up the judicial system and phase out 
price control on natural gas.

Additional loans from the European 
Union (600 million euros) and the World 
Bank ($750 million), were contingent on 
Ukraine following through on its IMF loan 
obligations.

Ukraine continues to secure loans from 

foreign governments, including Canada and 
the EU, and, following his telephone con-
versation with President Joe Biden on 
January 27, Mr. Zelenskyy said he antici-
pates additional financial support from 
France and the United States.

This year, Russia has amassed a large mil-
itary force on Ukraine’s northern and east-
ern border, threating full-scale invasion.

Source: “Rada resolution calls Euro-
Maidan a nation-building moment, Zelens-
kyy signs memoranda with UAE for $3 bil-
lion investment,’ by Mark Raczkiewycz, The 
Ukrainian Weekly, February 21, 2021.

(Continued from page 6)
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der with its pro-Western neighbor Ukraine 
and is demanding the United States and 
NATO provide Moscow with legal guaran-
tees that the military alliance will not 
expand eastward into Ukraine and other 
former Soviet republics. The Russian 
request has been rejected by the West. In 
an interview with the RIA Novosti news 
agency published on February 7, Vladimir 
Yermakov, the head of nuclear nonprolifer-
ation and controls at Russia’s Foreign 
Affairs Ministry, said the discussions over 
security guarantees have taken priority 
over strategic arms controls talks. “Our fur-
ther dialogue with the Americans regard-
ing the strategic stability, to a big extent, 
will depend on how the issues linked to 
security guarantees are solved. At this 
point, no understanding has been reached 
regarding the schedule of new meetings for 
the strategic dialogue,” Mr. Yermakov said. 
He also reiterated Russia’s demand to the 
West about what he called the “inadmissi-
bility” of NATO’s further eastward expan-
sion and the “necessity to return the config-
uration of the North Atlantic alliance’s forc-
es and details to the situation that was 
there in 1997.” There are currently no new 

talks scheduled on strategic arms control. 
Since 1997, NATO has expanded to include 
30 nations with the addition of several for-
mer Warsaw Pact members and former 
Soviet republics such as Latvia, Lithuania, 
Estonia, the Czech Republic, Hungary, 
Poland, Romania and Bulgaria. (RFE/RL, 
with reporting by RIA Novosti)

U.S. soldiers arrive in Europe

U.S. troops have begun to arrive in 
Europe as part of President Joe Biden’s 
move to reinforce NATO amid concern over 
a Russia military buildup near Ukraine. Mr. 
Biden earlier in the week approved the 
deployment of 2,000 U.S.-based troops to 
Germany and Poland. He also agreed to 
send 1,000 U.S. soldiers currently based in 
Germany to Romania. The first group of U.S. 
troops began arriving in Poland on 
February 5, Polish media reported. “As 
announced, the first elements of the bri-
gade battle group from the 82nd Airborne 
Division of the United States Army have 
arrived in Poland,” a Polish military spokes-
man said on February 5. About 1,700 ser-
vice members, mainly paratroopers from 
the 82nd Airborne Division, will deploy 
from Fort Bragg, N.C., to Poland “over the 
next days,” U.S. Army sources have said. The 
first additional U.S. troops arrived in 
Germany on February 4. Russia has 

amassed more than 100,000 troops near 
Ukraine in what the United States has said 
could be a prelude to an invasion, some-
thing the Kremlin denies. The U.S. decision 
to send additional troops to Europe is 
designed to show support to NATO allies 
and deter Russia from military aggression 
against its smaller neighbor, analysts have 
said. NATO members Poland and Romania 
both border Ukraine. The United States and 
its European allies are seeking a diplomatic 
solution to the crisis instigated by Russia, 
which is demanding sweeping security 
guarantees from NATO, including a promise 
Ukraine will never join the military alliance. 
The West has rejected that demand, saying 
it violates core principles, including the 

right of sovereign nations to choose their 
own foreign policy. The United States and 
Europe have told the Kremlin they will 
boost NATO’s presence in Eastern Europe 
and impose massive sanctions on Russia in 
the event of an invasion of Ukraine. With lit-
tle progress so far in talks, the Biden admin-
istration announced last week it was put-
ting 8,500 troops on heightened alert for 
possible departure to Europe. They are sep-
arate from the 2,000 troops being sent to 
Europe now. The United States has had tens 
of thousands of troops stationed in Europe 
since the end of World War II and can draw 
on them for any additional deployments to 
Eastern European allies. (RFE/RL, with 
reporting by Reuters and AFP)

(Continued from page 10)
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by Sean McLaughlin

PHILADELPHIA – The Sisters of the 
Order of St. Basil the Great honored its 
partner organization, Caring for Friends, 
with an inaugural award on December 23.

The Macrina and Basil Award for 
Gratitude is presented to organizations and 
individuals whose outstanding generosity 
supports the mission and work of the 
Sisters of the Order of St. Basil the Great, 
Jesus, Lover of Humanity Province.

The award was presented by Sister 
Joann Sosler, OSBM, provincial of Jesus, 
Lover of Humanity Province.

“We are so thankful to Caring for 
Friends for your tireless dedication and 
spirit of charity. It is on account of your 
help that the St. Basil Support Ministry has 
been able to reach so many,” Sister Joann 
said.

Caring for Friends was founded by Rita 
Ungaro-Schiavone in 1974 under the name 
of Aid for Friends, and was subsequently 
rebranded in 2019 under its current name. 
It provides “food and friendship” to the 
homebound, seniors, veterans and others.

The organization supplies a wide array 
of foods to faith-based organizations and 
community non-profits for distribution 
throughout Philadelphia’s five-county met-
ropolitan region. These include perishable 
and shelf-stable items, as well as ready-to-
heat meals and “blessing bags,” which are 
small bags with snacks. Volunteers also 
make weekly home visits to client friends. 
All of the organization’s work is done at no 
cost to its beneficiaries.

Caring for Friends was one of the first 
organizations to collaborate with the 
newly formed St. Basil Support Ministry, 
which was founded in December 2020. It 
has also proven to be one of the most 
important. The food provided has helped 
those individuals who need support, par-
ticularly during more challenging weeks.

The Macrina and Basil Award, named 
after the Sisters’ founders, honors St. Basil 
the Great, who started a social ministry in 
the 4th Century in Asia Minor (modern day 
Turkey). Called the Basileiad, the ministry 

offered food, healthcare and more to any-
one in need and was widely recognized for 
its importance to the extent that the 
Roman Empire funded it.

The Sisters’ latest initiative was pur-
posefully called a support ministry rather 
than a food pantry in order to convey the 
Basilian emphasis on care for both body 
and soul. It underscores the organization’s 
belief in the synthesis of physical and spiri-
tual nourishment, which is the very 
essence of human nature, as companion-
ship is as essential for humans as food.

St. Basil Support Ministry distributes 
food on Fridays, 10 a.m. to noon. For more 
information, contact Sister Teodora Kopyn, 
OSBM at 215-429-0560 or 215-379-3998.

Sisters of St. Basil present inaugural 
award to Caring for Friends

Sister Joann Sosler (center), OSBM, pro-
vincial of the Sisters of the Order of St. 
Basil the Great, Jesus, Lover of Huma-
nity Province, presented the inaugural 
Macrina and Basil Award to Vincent 
Schiavone (right), managing director of 
Caring for Friends, and Ketty Pointe 
Jour, the managing director of outreach 

programs at Caring for Friends.

Courtesy of Sean McLaughlin

Mr. Biden, asked recently whether 
Americans should leave Ukraine, said he 
hoped they would.

“I think it’d be wise to leave the country. 
I’m talking about Americans who are there. 
I’d hate to see them get caught in a crossfire 
if, in fact, they [Russia] did invade. And I – if 
I were they – if I had anyone there, I’d say 
leave,” he said on February 7.

But Mr. Lustig said that one reason for 
the rally in Kyiv was to demonstrate that 
not all expatriates in Ukraine are ready to 
flee the country.

“We want to show that this is the wrong 
signal. It doesn’t mean that we should be 
completely blind, but you can prepare 
yourself without creating any panic. If real-
ly things start to get very bad, you can still 
conduct an evacuation,” Mr. Lustig said.

“Withdrawing people and telling people 
publicly to pack bags” is not the best option 
right now. “So, we decided to hold this 
march immediately,” he said.

“We want to send a different signal, say-
ing that we are not afraid, we are not run-
ning away, and we support Ukraine,” the 
activist added.

According to the Wall Street Journal, the 
White House has approved a Pentagon plan 
for U.S. troops in Poland to help thousands 
of Americans likely to flee Ukraine if Russia 
attacks. Around 30,000 American citizens 

are currently in Ukraine, and, if Russia 
attacks, some of them would likely want to 
leave quickly, the officials said, according to 
The Wall Street Journal.

Several news outlets have recently 
reported on a U.S. embassy advisory issued 
in late January that provided information 
on land routes out of Ukraine to Poland, 
Slovakia, Hungary, Romania and Moldova.

Meanwhile, Ukraine’s Ambassador to 
the United States Oksana Markarova 
thanked the expatriate community in 
Ukraine for supporting her country.

“Stuart McKenzie, Paul Niland, Sean 
Patrick Keilty, and all the true friends, 
expats living in Ukraine who participated in 
the rally today, to all Ukrainians by choice – 
thank you!” the ambassador wrote on her 
Facebook page.

“For saying once again today that 
Ukraine will resist and that all Ukrainians – 
whether by citizenship, by blood or by 
choice – are against aggression and for 
peace. Much love from Washington DC!” 
Ms. Markarova posted on Facebook.

Mr. Lustig said that public interest in the 
march has bolstered the expatriate com-
munity to continuing working on behalf of 
Ukraine. He said he hopes others will add 
their support in the coming weeks and 
months.

“I’m pushing to do the march weekly. 
Because in two weeks we might have our 
‘nice’ neighbors staying at our door. So, it’s 
important to show that we are not afraid and 
that we support Ukraine,” Mr. Lustig said.

(Continued from page 3)

Expats hold...

Swiss activist Dirk Lustig (center) and other participants sing the Ukrainian national 
anthem during a rally on February 6 in Kyiv’s Independence Square.

Screen grab, RFE/RL live stream
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Ukraine Global Scholars presents series  
of travelogues written by Ukrainian students

North American teachers share unique  
approaches with educators in Ukraine

by Sofiia Tiapkina

GILL, Mass. – Ukraine Global Scholars 
(UGS), founded in 2015, is a U.S.-based non-
profit organization founded to support 
Ukrainian students in getting an education 
in the world’s best boarding schools and 
colleges. After rigorous vetting, the finalists 
receive guidance throughout the school 
application process and, upon acceptance, 
become part of the growing UGS alumni 
network.

UGS is now pleased to announce a series 
of online travelogues that include the 
Ukrainian towns of Kolomiya, Dnipro, 
Kharkiv, New York (in Donetsk Oblast), 
Chernihiv and Simferopol. In the travel-
ogues UGS alumni and finalists from these 
towns will introduce their six hometowns 
and share their life experiences.

Anastasia Shkurynska, investment bank-
ing analyst and an alumna of New York 
University Abu Dhabi, will talk about the 
old city of Chernihiv, a city of churches on 
the border with Belarus and Russia. Ms. 
Shkurynska will recount her days as a the-
ater performer and share her love for local 
festivals and sightseeing.

Wellesley University environmental sci-
ences student Arzy Abliadzhyieva will 
introduce Crimea’s capital Simferopol. As a 
Crimean Tatar, Ms. Abliadzhyieva will pro-
vide unique insights into the cultural and 
social climate of this gate of Crimea while 
discussing the important traditions of her 
people.

For Maryna Hrytsenko, an international 
studies major at Vassar College, Kharkiv is 
more than just a progressive, busy city. It is 
proof that Ukrainians can foster communi-
ties and live to their fullest despite the war 
nearby.

The town of New York in Donetsk Oblast 
is the hometown of UGS Junior finalist 
Mariya Chechel. Ms. Chechel will tell the 
story behind her town’s distinctive name 
and share some of its highlights, like the 
New York Marathon and Ms. Chechel’s very 
own mural. UGS Juniors are younger stu-
dents with great potential who work on 
their social projects’ implementation, test 
preparation and other parts of applications 
to apply with the UGS the following year.

History and biology researcher, Karolina 
Naidon, who will attend Vassar College next 
year, will speak about her hometown 
Dnipro. Ms. Naidon will reveal a new side 
to this business powerhouse and discuss its 
tremendous historical heritage and various 
cultural events.

Oleksii Antoniuk, a global affairs and 
international security major at Yale 
University, will discuss the streets of 
Kolomiya, which is arguably the center of 
pysanky around the world. A true Kolomiya 
native, Mr. Antoniuk will highlight the 
dynamic city’s life as a multicultural fron-
tier between historical and modern, and 
between the east and west of Ukraine.

The travelogue series is designed to 
familiarize the UGS community, and its sup-
porters, with modern Ukraine, its culture, 
education, traditions and social life through 
the eyes of a new generation of young 
Ukrainian students. Ukraine Global Scholars 
celebrates its students helping Ukraine 
take its place on the world stage.

Sofiia Tiapkina, a Ukraine Global Scholars 
finalist in 2020, is a sophomore at Northfield 
Mount Hermon School in Gill, Mass.

by Bohdan Kolos

TORONTO – A group of professional 
educators looked for an available opportu-
nity to present their unique seminars in 
Ukraine in person this past summer, but 
COVID-19 didn’t let it happen.

Instead, the North American teachers, 
who are members of the Institute for 
Professional Development of Teachers, 
instead developed another successful 2021 
summer version of their seminars by pre-
senting additional qualification programs 
for teachers in Lviv Oblast and other areas 
of western Ukraine by using the virtual 
Zoom platform.

The Canadian teachers used Zoom from 
home, while in Ukraine the teachers met in 
various public schools and auditoriums. 

The approach resulted in successful two-
way communication.

The program was “a resounding success 
during these difficult times,” said Nadia 
Luciw, a previous Canada-Ukraine 
Foundation (CUF) chair of the Education 
Committee.

For more than 25 years, various North 
American Institute lecturers have worked 
with their Lviv facilitators. They planned 
their presentations and developed new and 
updated teaching manuals to be used in the 
summer of 2021. The program and manu-

als will continue to be updated in future 
years.

The 11 Canadians along with over 20 
Ukraine teacher-facilitators had over 200 
participants in a variety of courses.  The 
teacher participants had the opportunity to 
take part in the presentations in their areas 
of interest.  Finally, each section produced a 
group assignment that helped them earn 
the needed certification for continuing in 
their teaching profession – a requirement 
in Ukraine.  

The local Lviv certification education 
center provided the required diploma, and 
the Institute for the Professional Develop-
ment of Teachers based in Toronto also 
supplied a participation certificate.

The need for reform in education in 
Ukraine is vital on many levels. The former 
Ukrainian minister of education, Hanna 
Novosad, noted that the education system 
is falling behind dramatically.

In an interview with the website open-
Democracy, she noted that Ukrainian 
schools still far fall behind in rankings of 
world universities.

 “In the Times Higher Education World 
University Ranking of a thousand universi-
ties, Ukraine’s came in around the 800s, 
and in the Academic Ranking of World 

Sofiia Tiapkina, a Ukraine Global 
Scholars finalist in 2020, is a sophomore 
at Northfield Mount Hermon School in 

Gill, Mass.

Courtesy of UGS

(Continued on page 13)

A composite image shows lecturers from North America (top) and partner lecturers in 
Ukraine.

Canada-Ukraine Foundation
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It is with deep sorrow 
that we announce 

the sudden passing of 

Danylo Andrii Demidenko 
of Gaithersburg, MD, on January 26, 2022, 

with his service dog, Lucky, by his side. 
Born in Ukraine on July 18, 1989, he came to the U.S. in 1993. Danylo 

graduated from the Taras Shevchenko Ukrainian School in Washington, 
DC, and was a member of the Plast Scouting Organization. After active 
membership in JROTC in high school, he served in the U.S. Marine Corps.

While in college, he was an editor of the school’s literary magazine. 
Danylo also focused on culinary arts, but his ultimate goal was to pursue 
a career in Medical Sciences. A gentle, kind, brave, compassionate young 
man, he was a friend to everyone he met, willing even to give the shirt off 
his back or his last dime. 

The family is devastated by the loss of Danylo which has left a big hole 
in our lives. We will never forget his smiling face, sense of humor, and 
lumpy mashed potatoes for holidays. 

Surviving family members:
mother          - Chrystyna Prynada
father          - Serge Demidenko
sister          - Marta Demidenko with children Matthew and Sophia
aunt          - Bohdanna Gott with husband John and son Andriy
grandmother   - Horpyna Demidenko
uncle          - Alex Demidenko

He was preceded in death by:
grandfather      - Iwan Demidenko
grandparents   - Bohdan and Rozalia Prynada
uncle          - Iwan Prynada

Funeral service was held on February 9, 2022, at Holy Trinity PUCC, 
Silver Spring, MD. 

In lieu of flowers, the family requests donations in Danylo’s memory be 
made to Revived Soldiers Ukraine (rsukraine.org).

May his memory be everlasting.

Universities, previously known as the 
Shanghai Ranking, they don’t figure at all,” 
Ms. Novosad said.

Christine Zeltway, a former Toronto 
teacher and School Board mathematics con-
sultant said it is no secret that, “The results 
of the International Mathematical Literacy 
Assessment of 15-year-old students (PISA) 
proved that Ukraine is lower than the OECD 
[an educational assessment of mathemati-
cal literacy] average. Therefore, teachers 
must focus on students, not on the subject, 
considering students’ characteristics and 
different learning styles.”

“The Institute aims to help teachers 
teach mathematics in such a way that it is 
exciting and effective, so that students 
enjoy the process,” Ms. Zeltway said.

This year the Canadian members of the 
Institute came from a variety of Canadian 
cities and New Jersey. They included Nadia 
Luciw (program coordinator and consul-
tant), Sofia Berezowsky (language learn-

ing),  Borislaw Bilash II (natural sciences), 
Orest Haras (school leaders/principals), 
Bohdan Kolos (school leaders/principals), 
Melanie Kovaluk (school psychologists),  
Iryna Perehinets (teaching foreign languag-
es), Mark Stadnyk (school leaders/princi-
pals),  Christine Yurchuk (vice-principals), 
Oksana Wynnyckyj-Yusypovych (primary 
grades – New Ukrainian School) and 
Christine Zeltway (mathematics).  

In recent years, the Canada-Ukraine 
Foundation has provided funds for travel 
and resources for Canadians.  In addition, 
the Lviv Department of Education provided 
the funding for local accommodations of 
the instructors, the participants and fund-
ing for facilities. 

Whether the Canadian team will be able 
to travel in-person to Ukraine in 2022 to 
share their Western knowledge and experi-
ence depends on the spread of the pan-
demic and on continued funding.

Readers can support the program by visit-
ing the website of the Canada-Ukraine 
Foundation at www.cufoundation.ca/donate/ 
or by mailing a check to 620 Spadina 
Avenue, Toronto, ON, Canada, M5S 5H4.

Members of Institute who reunited in Toronto included (from left to right): Iryna 
Perehinets (Toronto), Christine Zeltway (Toronto), Nadia Luciw (Toronto), Borislaw 
Bilash (New Jersey), Oksana Wynnyckyj-Yusupovich (Lviv), Bohdan Kolos (Toronto) 

and Orest Haras (St. Catharines, Ontario).

Canada-Ukraine Foundation

(Continued from page 12)

North American...

The initial five days of competition for Team Ukraine at 
the Winter Olympic Games could be characterized as quite 
challenging – along with some tough sledding, the same 
description holds true for skiing and skating. In the 
remaining 11 days of the world’s greatest sporting event, 
there is still hope for a medal or two, perhaps in biathlon or 
skiing. Noteworthy highlights from week one include the 
following: On day one, Ukraine’s mixed relay biathlon team 
placed 13th out of 20, +3:36 minutes behind gold medal 
winning Norway. Day two saw Anastasiia Shabotova finish 
seventh out of 10, earning four team points in the women’s 
singles skating short program part of the team event. On 
the third day, Yuliia Dzhima was 10th with teammate Iryna 
Petrenko right behind her in 11th place in the women’s 
15-kilometer individual biathlon race, where a total of 89 
women competed. In alpine skiing’s women’s giant slalom, 
Anastasiia Shepilenko finished 39th out of 71 entrants. Day 
four featured the men’s 20-kilometer individual biathlon 
race where Ukrainians Dmytro Pidruchnyi finished 18th 

and teammate Artem Pryma came in 37th. These results 
showed potential as there were 92 participants in this 
event. The fifth day of competition was arguably Ukraine’s 
least impressive as the duo of Ihor Stakhiv and Andrii 
Lysetskyi placed 15th in the men’s luge doubles run.

Nazarova and Abramenko flag bearers
Figure skater Oleksandra Nazarova and freestyle skier 

Oleksandr Abramenko were selected to carry the 
Ukrainian flag during the Opening Ceremony of the Beijing 
2022 Winter Olympics. Abramenko won a gold medal in 
the men’s aerials event at the 2018 Olympics in 
Pyeongchang. Nazarova is making her Olympic debut as an 
ice dancer partnered with Maksym Nikitin.

Shmuratko tests positive for COVID-19
Ukrainian figure skater Ivan Shmuratko tested positive 

for the coronavirus, meaning Ukraine would score no 
points in the men’s component of the figure skating team 
event. Shmuratko was “devastated” by his positive test 
ahead of the men’s short program in the team event on 
February 4. Ukraine does not have any additional men’s 
skaters at the Olympics, so Shmuratko could not be 
replaced in that part of the team competition.

Shmuratko cleared COVID-19 protocols when he returned 
two negative tests in consecutive days. He was set to com-
pete in the men’s individual event beginning February 9.

Hunko prepared for Olympics
The Beijing Winter Olympics are a carryover from last 

summer’s Tokyo Games – strict isolation bubbles, few fans 
and some new sports. Lydia Hunko has the honor of repre-
senting Ukraine in one of those new sports – women’s 
monobob in the bobsled. The country’s first female bob-
sledder at the Winter Games hopes her appearance will 
have an impact back home in terms of the development of 
sport in Ukraine.

Hunko’s Olympic debut comes amid tense relations 

between Ukraine and Russia. Ukraine’s athletes were 
briefed on how to behave in case of provocations from 
their Russian rivals. Hunko is adhering to the guidance 
given, but admitted the conflict is a mental burden heading 
into the competition in Beijing.

“We are clearly not friends with the Russian athletes,” 
Hunko admitted to CNN in an early February 2022 inter-
view. “We have to train and perform with them, but 
because their country wants to violate our integrity, we 
cannot have easy contact with them. You try to distance 
yourself from all of this during competition and training. Of 
course, in real life, you can’t isolate yourself because many 
friends and acquaintances suffered from Russia’s actions.”

Hunko herself has family in both Ukraine and Russia 
and will be cheered on by both sides.

Tough sledding for Team Ukraine

Yuliia Dzhima shoots during the women’s biathlon indi-
vidual race.

Figure skater Oleksandra Nazarova (front right holding 
the large Ukrainian flag) and freestyle skier Oleksandr 
Abramenko (front left) served as flag bearers during 

the opening ceremonies of the 2022 Winter Olympics.

noc-ukr.org

(Continued on page 15)
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Chychrun trade requires significant return

Father and son combos: A family affair

It is no secret the Arizona Coyotes have 
been in rebuild mode for the past year, 
dealing away key players for future assets. 
This season’s NHL trade deadline is still a 
few months away and the Coyotes likely are 
not done selling off a few more big names 
from their depleted roster. One player 
Arizona has to be very careful about mov-
ing on from is Ukrainian defenseman Jakob 
Chychrun.

The 23-year-old is in his sixth season 
and is tops on the team in ice time per 
game. His name has begun to pop up more 
in trade rumors lately – almost every team 
in the NHL would likely be happy to add 
him to their defense corps.

It is very evident the Coyotes could 
receive a great return for the defenseman, 
which could speed up their rebuilding plan. 
Chychrun provides excellent value for his 
$4.6 million cap hit and is under contract 
until 2025, meaning teams would be will-
ing to pay a big price to obtain his services.

While a top defenseman and a rebuild-
ing team don’t always make a fit, there may 
be more reasoning not to trade Chychrun. 
The Coyotes are probably aiming to be 
competitive again three or four years from 
now, based on the typical length of a nor-
mal rebuild. Chychrun is still quite young 
and has a solid decade of quality hockey left 
in him. He’ll be due for a new deal right 
around when the team is likely to compete 
(perhaps by 2025).

If the Coyotes decide to trade Chychrun 
for a package of future assets, they may be 
setting themselves up for a dilemma in the 
future. With Chychrun gone, they would 
have to find a way to replace him a few 
years from now to avoid further delaying 

their timeline to be competitive.
Arizona has never been a great market 

for attracting free agents, so if they deal 
Chychrun, the options to fill the hole he 
leaves on defense would be limited. The 
hope would be a future draft pick turns out 
to be a player of his caliber or trade a pack-
age of future assets similar to the return 
they would receive for him in a few years to 
obtain another top defender. There is a 
good chance this ends up being a sideways 
move for the organization.

Back to his contract status: he would be 
27 years old by the time his current deal 
expires and would command a huge exten-
sion. If the Coyotes feel he’s willing to stick 
around long term, they should hold on to 
him unless they can get a massive return.

The club has already collected a vast 
number of draft choices. While some draft 
picks would need to be part of any return, 
they should not be the centerpiece. If 
Chychrun goes to a contender, the draft 
picks coming back would likely be late first-
rounders, meaning the odds of them turn-
ing out to be a player of Chychrun’s caliber 
are not very high.

The Coyotes would require at least one 
prospect who they trust will provide the 
same value that Chychrun does right now, 
but in three or four years down the road. 
That is not an easy find.

This is when high draft picks and/or 
prospects need to be included so that in 
addition to breaking even with a great 
prospect, the Coyotes have a chance to add 
an extra player or two, based on how they 
utilize those added assets.

All of the above limits the market for a 
trade partner, since Chychrun would really 

have to go to a team confident enough in its 
ability to contend right now that it would 
be willing to move its best prospect and 
one or several high draft choices. Yet, if he’s 
going to be dealt, this is what the Coyotes 
need to demand in return.

Given Chychrun’s role with the team and 
his value in the foreseeable future, any 
trade involving the big Ukrainian has to be 
considered with tons of caution. Arizona 
does not need to deal Chychrun right now 
and they must be certain that, if they do 
trade him, they are getting back a signifi-
cant return. If this is not an option, they 
may just be better off keeping him around 
and making him the centerpiece of their 
current rebuild.

Raddysh gains confidence  
with every goal

Tampa Bay Lightning rookie forward 
Taylor Raddysh feels more comfortable on 

his NHL skates with every shift. In a 
December 14 3-2 overtime win over the 
Los Angeles Kings, the 23-year-old showed 
why by scoring the tying goal. This was his 
fourth goal in six games after going score-
less in his first 21 games.

“Every game, you’re going to build more 
and more confidence,” Raddysh said in a 
post-game interview with the Tampa Bay 
Times following the Kings game. “Puck 
starts going in, you feel good, get a little 
mojo …”

With a little less than six minutes left in 
the second period, defenseman Jan Rutta 
took a pass from Boris Katchouk and fired a 
wrist shot toward the net. Raddysh worked 
his way into the slot, reached back with his 
stick and tipped the puck past goalie 
Jonathan Quick with two Kings defenders 
on his back.

When it comes to famous father and son pairings in 
National Hockey League history, two families emerge atop 
any hockey pundit’s list: the Hulls and the Howes. Both 
Bobby Hull and son Brett scored over 600 goals and were 
inducted into the Hall of Fame. Gordie and son Mark Howe 
also turned in Hall of Fame careers with the father often men-
tioned as the ultimate player to play the game. Second son 
Marty played in 197 NHL games and 449 games in the WHA.

In today’s NHL, there are double digit father-son combi-
nations like the Folignos, Stastnys, Mansons, DeBrusks, 
Sutters, Lemieuxs and Dahlens, to name a few. Several oth-
ers include four Ukrainian connections: the Tkachuks, 
Chychruns, Bellows and Leschyshyns. Before all is said and 
done, the Tkachuk family may well be mentioned in the 
same breath as the Howes, based upon the initial point 
production and overall play put forth by offspring Matthew 
and Brady to go along with the prolific career enjoyed by 

their dad, Keith. Here is a look at four special Ukrainian 
hockey families.

The Tkachuks: patriarch – Keith Tkachuk

He was one of the elite power forwards of his era, 
known for his aggressive, physical style while consistently 
producing points. He eclipsed 100 penalty minutes in 10 of 
his 18 seasons and tallied 30 goals eight times, including 
two 40-goal seasons and back-to-back 50 goal campaigns. 
He is one of five American-born players to score 500 goals, 
and the sixth American to register 1,000 points.

The elder Tkachuk is considered to be one of the great-
est U.S.-born players in NHL history. In 1,201 games he 
produced 538 goals, 527 assists, 1,065 points and 2,219 
penalty minutes. He was inducted into the USA Hockey Hall 
of Fame in 2012. To his credit, he and his Ukrainian wife, 
Chantal Oster, have created one of the most recognizable 

hockey families in the league, with his two NHL sons, 
Matthew (Calgary Flames) and Brady (Ottawa Senators), 
both flourishing on the ice.

Son No. 1 – Matthew Tkachuk

At age 24 he’s in his fifth full NHL season and easily proj-
ects to be a 500-goal, 1,000-plus points producer for his 
career. He’s been wearing an “A” on his sweater for four 
years and is talked about as a future Calgary Flames cap-
tain. Leading up to his 2016 draft year, Matthew was the 
second-ranked North American skater, described as a legit-
imate future NHL star, with elite skills and attributes. He 
was selected sixth overall and has produced 110 goals and 
278 points in 349 games with 357 penalty minutes 
(through the 2020-2021 season). He is an emotional, com-
bative and passionate player that every coach dreams of 
having in their lineup and opponents hate going up against.

Son No. 2 – Brady Tkachuk

See above. He is a bit more naturally talented than older 
brother Matthew, having gone fourth overall in the 2018 
draft. The 22-year-old was an alternate captain for two sea-
sons in Ottawa and was officially named team captain on 
November 5. He signed a seven-year, $57.5 million contract 
in October 2021, an indication Senators’ owner Eugene 
Melnyk (who is also Ukrainian) considers him a key cog in 
his club’s rebuild. Brady is the engine for the bus that is the 
Senators. He’s also a big fan favorite due to his meme-wor-
thy behavior on the ice and the way he antagonizes oppo-
nents. In 198 games (prior to 2021-2022) he has notched 
60 goals, 125 points and 250 penalty minutes.

The Chychruns: Patriarch – Jeff Chychrun

He was a bruising defensive defenseman who dressed in 
262 regular season NHL games with Philadelphia, Los 
Angeles, Pittsburgh and Edmonton. He scored a total of 
three goals, 22 assists and accumulated 742 minutes in pen-
alties. The 6-foot-5, 185-pound blueliner was drafted 37th 
overall in the 1984 NHL draft by the Flyers. He debuted in 

Darren Raddysh is a rookie forward with 
the Tampa Bay Lightning.

Jakob Chychrun is a defenseman with 
the Arizona Coyotes.

Hockeydb.com

(Continued on page 15)

(Continued on page 15)
Brady Tkachuk is team captain of 

the Ottawa Senators.
Kieffer Bellows is a draft selection 

with the New York Islanders.
Jake Leschyshyn is a forward with 

the Vegas Golden Knights.

Hockeydb.com
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February 18 Literary evening with writer and poet Oksana Lutsyshyna, 
Philadelphia Ukrainian League of Philadelphia, 215-776-1004 or 
 www.ukrainianleague.com

February 19 Presentation of Debutantes, Ukrainian American Youth 
Parsippany, NJ Association, Sheraton Parsippany Hotel, 
 https://cym.org/en/us/deb-tickets

February 19 Winter Ball and Presentation of Debutantes, Ukrainian 
Troy, MI Engineers’ Society of America – Detroit Branch, with music
 by Svitanok, Detroit Marriott – Troy, dksawicky@gmail.com

February 19 Concert, “Enchanted Melodies,” performed by the Horszowski
New York Trio (Jesse Mills, violin; Ole Akahoshi, cello; Rieko Aizawa, 
 piano; Solomiya Ivakhiv, violin; and Emi Ohi Resnik, viola), 
 Ukrainian Institute of America, www.ukrainianinstitute.org 

February 20 Family workshop on Ukrainian musical instruments, the 
New York Ukrainian Museum, www.ukrainianmuseum.org or 
 212-228-0110

February 20  Presentation by Lubomyr Luciuk, “Soviet Disinformation and
Chicago Alleged Nazi War Criminals in North America,” Ukrainian
 Institute of Modern Art,  www.uima-chicago.org

February 26 Presentation of Debutantes, Ukrainian Medical Association 
Chicago of North America (Illinois Branch), Palmer House Hilton, 
 www.umana.org or umanadeb@aol.com

February 26- Gerdany-making instructional course, with Olha Lesko,  
March 19 the Ukrainian Museum, www.ukrainianmuseum.org or 
New York 212-228-0110

March 6 Family workshop on ceramics, with artist Slava Gerulak, 
New York the Ukrainian Museum, www.ukrainianmuseum.org or 
 212-228-0110

March 20, 26 In-person family workshop, “Pysanky: Ukrainian Easter 
New York Eggs,” the Ukrainian Museum, www.ukrainianmuseum.org or 
 212-228-0110

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

As in Tokyo, extra precautions are in 
place at the Winter Games in an attempt to 
prevent the spread of COVID-19. A system 
of multiple bubbles (“closed loop”) has 
been implemented, isolating competitors 
and team staff from the outside public. The 
loop consists of venues, conference centers, 
hotels and transport. Everyone undergoes 
daily testing.

Hunko trained in isolation as much as 
possible before the Games and even had 
her bobsled tested upon arrival in Beijing.

Ukrainian athletes warned to 
avoid Russians

Fearing a Russian invasion, Ukrainian 
authorities issued a warning to their coun-
try’s athletes competing at the Beijing 
Winter Olympics. Sports minister Vadym 
Gutzeit urged the country’s Olympians and 
support staff to avoid the Russian Olympic 
delegation. They were instructed to not 
stand with Russian athletes and not to take 
photos with them.

In a February 2 media release, Gutzeit 
said: “The war has been going on for eight 
years, now it is an aggravation of the situa-
tion on the border. It is very important that 
our athletes really control their emotions in 
such situations.”

He went on to say that he cannot “force” 
them to avoid Russians, but his ministry 
“recommends” that the 45 Ukrainian ath-
letes travelling to Beijing do so.

“I understand that for many years there 
have been friendships between athletes 
who train together. But … this is the coun-
try with which we are at war,” he said in his 
release to the media.

(Continued from page 13)

2022 Winter...

Figure skater Anastasiia Shabatova per-
forms a jump during her program, which 
was performed to Mykola Leontovych’s 

“Shchedryk.”

The Ukrainian Raddysh is learning how 
to slow the game down and take advantage 
of the open areas on the ice where he can 
create opportunities.

After going scoreless in his first 21 
games, Raddysh tallied his first NHL goal 
December 4 in Boston on a shorthanded 
breakaway in the first period of a 3-2 over-
time victory. The next day he scored the 
Lightning’s third goal in a 7-1 win over 
Philadelphia with a slapshot from the right 
circle. In Toronto, five days later, Raddysh 
beat goalie Jack Campbell from between 
the circles in a 5-3 win.

Raddysh has also contributed in ways 
beyond showing up on the scoresheet. He 
has skated on the top line with Steven 
Stamkos and Ondrej Palat and gotten time 
on the top power-play unit and on the pen-
alty kill. His average time on ice has gone 
up three minutes per game (to 13-plus 
minutes) in the last month of action. By the 
All-Star break in early February, Raddysh 
had dressed in 42 games, scoring four goals 
and 10 points.

While skating with the likes of Stamkos 
and Palat brings pressure, Raddysh does 
not let it affect how he plays. He tries to 
keep his game simple and find ways to con-
tribute. His approach is to work hard and 
prove that he belongs on a line with a cou-
ple of proven NHL stars.

His teammates have noticed the positive 
improvements in his game, noting he’s 

more comfortable and showing off his nat-
ural abilities to score goals from almost 
anywhere while utilizing his skating skills.

Raddysh was a longshot to make the 
Lightning at the start of the 2021-2022 sea-
son. Tampa’s loss of their entire third-line 
forward group of Yanni Gourde (taken by 
Seattle in the expansion draft), Blake 
Coleman (signed with Calgary as a free 
agent) and Barclay Goodrow (traded to and 
signed by the Rangers) meant there was 
room for some touted prospects to play 
their way onto the big club’s roster. 
Raddysh had scored 49 goals in 159 games 
with Tampa’s AHL affiliate in Syracuse, N.Y., 
and was rated their number seven pros-
pect. A strong showing in training camp 
earned him a spot among the Lightning’s 
forward group to open the current cam-
paign. The Hockey News had this to say 
about Taylor Raddysh: Power forward pro-
ducing at the AHL level. Ready for next test 
and Tampa roster opening awaits.

More Raddysh: When the ongoing pan-
demic forced some Lightning players into 
COVID-19 protocols, Tampa Bay was forced 
to recall several players from Syracuse 
(AHL) in order to have a full roster and con-
tinue competing in National Hockey League 
games. Among the emergency, taxi-squad 
call-ups was Raddysh’s older brother, 
defenseman Darren Raddysh. As luck 
would have it, Taylor was out of action dur-
ing the two games Darren dressed as the 
club’s sixth defenseman and the two broth-
ers did not get to play together.

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@
sfgsports.com.

(Continued from page 14)

Chychrun...

the NHL in the 1986-1987 season with 
Philadelphia where he played until the 
1990-1991 campaign. He played in 17 
games with the Pittsburgh Penguins in the 
1991-1992 season and had his name 
engraved on the Stanley Cup as a champion.

Son – Jakob Chychrun

Not quite as tall as his dad, the 6-foot-2, 
205-pound defenseman is more muscular 
and way more offensively talented than his 
father. He was selected 16th overall by the 
Arizona Coyotes in the 2016 NHL Entry 
Draft out of the Ontario Hockey League 
where he was nominated for rookie of the 
year, defenseman of the year and player of 
the year following his first season with the 
Sarnia Sting. In five full NHL campaigns, 
Jakob has tallied 46 goals, 75 assists, 121 
points and 171 penalty minutes. In 2020-
2021, his production increased substantial-
ly when he scored 18 goals and 41 points in 
56 games. His 18 goals led all NHL defense-
men. On April 4, 2021, Chychrun scored a 
hat trick, an extreme rarity for a defense-
man – the third goal an overtime winner in 
a 3-2 victory over the Anaheim Ducks.

The Bellows: Patriarch  
– Brian Bellows

He was once described as the hottest 
prospect since Wayne Gretzky by Sports 
Illustrated. He played in nearly 1,200 NHL 
regular season games, mostly with the 
Minnesota North Stars and later with 
Montreal, Tampa Bay, the Mighty Ducks of 
Anaheim and Washington. He scored 485 
goals and 1,022 points and added 51 goals 
and 122 points in 143 playoff games. Brian 
was Minnesota’s first pick (second overall) 
in the 1982 NHL draft. At 19 years and four 
months old, he was named captain of the 
North Stars. He played 10 seasons with the 
North Stars and was popular in Minnesota 
for his charity work and his goal scoring. 
He peaked with 55 goals in 1989-1990. His 
trade to Montreal in 1992 was upsetting, 
but he ended up with his second-best scor-
ing season (88 points) on the way to help-
ing the Canadiens capture the Stanley Cup 
in 1993.

Son – Kieffer Bellows

The left wing is very close to earning 
full-time status with the New York 
Islanders who drafted him in the first 
round (19th overall) of the 2016 draft. He 
came up via the Sioux Falls Stampede and 
the U.S. National Development Team 
(USHL), played one year at Boston 
University and a season with the Portland 
Winter Hawks (WHL). He has tallied five 
goals in 22 NHL contests (prior to 2021-
2022) and 34 goals in 125 AHL games. He 
is on a one-year contract in 2021-2022 and 
would be exposed to waivers if sent back 
down to Bridgeport (AHL).

The Leschyshyns: Patriarch  
– Curtis Leschyshyn

He enjoyed a lengthy 16-year NHL career 
playing in 1,033 regular season and 68 play-
off games, but his resume also stands out 
for three other unique reasons. He is the 
only NHL player to have played for two relo-
cated franchises, both before and after relo-
cation, the Nordiques/Avalanche and 
Whalers/Hurricanes. Since he was drafted 
and played for the Minnesota Wild in their 
inaugural season, he is the only NHL player 
to have played for three new teams in their 
first season in the league (two relocated 
teams and an expansion team). In addition, 
he played for the two national capital city 
franchises in the NHL, the Capitals and 
Senators. Curtis was drafted third overall by 
the Quebec Nordiques in the 1988 NHL 
draft. He played with Quebec/Colorado for 
eight seasons, the Hartford/Carolina team 
for four years, and finished as an Ottawa 
Senator (3-plus seasons). He scored 47G, 
165A, 212PTS with 669PIM.

Son – Jake Leschyshyn

He was born in Raleigh, N.C., while his 
father played for the Carolina Hurricanes. 
The 5-foot-11, 190-pound forward was a 
solid point producer in juniors with Regina 
and Lethbridge, culminating with 40 goals, 
41 assists and 81 points in his final year of 
WHL play. He was Regina’s team captain 
before being traded to Lethbridge in 2018-
2019. Jake was picked 62nd overall by the 
Vegas Golden Knights in the 2017 NHL 
draft. He debuted in the NHL on October 
14, earning a spot on the Golden Knights’ 
fourth forward line in training camp.

(Continued from page 14)

Father and son...
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