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Biden warns threat of Russian  
invasion of Ukraine ‘very high’

RFE/RL

U.S. President Joe Biden says the 
threat of a Russian invasion of Ukraine is 
“very high” but that the door to a diplo-
matic solution remains open, even after 
Russia expelled the number two official 
from the U.S. Embassy in Moscow.

Mr. Biden told reporters on February 
17 as he departed the White House that 
he had received Russia’s response to U.S. 
security proposals but could not com-
ment because he had not yet read it.

Asked to assess the threat level, Mr. 
Biden said: “My sense is this [attack] will 
happen in the next several days.”

Mr. Biden said Russia has not moved 
back its forces from the Ukrainian border 
as Moscow has claimed and said the 

United States has reason to believe 
Russia is engaged in a “false-flag opera-
tion” to justify an invasion.

“Every indication we have is they’re 
prepared to go into Ukraine and attack 
Ukraine,” Mr. Biden added.

A spokesman for the U.S. Embassy 
confirmed the expulsion of Bart Gorman, 
the deputy chief of mission (DCM) at the 
U.S. Embassy in Moscow, but gave no 
details on why the move was taken.

“Russia’s action against our DCM was 
unprovoked and we consider this an 
escalatory step and are considering our 
response,” a spokesperson for the U.S. 
State Department said.

by Mark Raczkiewycz

KYIV – Ukraine’s economy is feeling the 
pressure of Russia’s military buildup as 
markets adapt and consumers feel the 
pinch of rising inflation.

As Russia continues to mass a sizable 
invasion force that is poised to launch a 
major offensive, Ukraine’s Finance Ministry 
found itself virtually cut off from credit 
markets to sell Eurobonds or hryvnia-
denominated securities.

The government had to set up a $590 
million fund to help ensure flights over 
Ukrainian skies as some airlines have 
either reduced or cancelled flights to the 
country. Billions of dollars of macro-finan-
cial assistance from the European Union 
and Western countries have helped com-
pensate for the pressure.

Apartment and office rental prices are 
rising in western Ukraine, mostly in Lviv, 

Ukraine economy suffers under  
renewed Russian invasion threat

Russia expels number two U.S. diplomat

(Continued on page 10)
by Mark Raczkiewycz

KYIV – On the morning of February 17, 
Russian artillery rockets struck the Kazka 
(fairy tale) day care center in the frontline 
town of Stanytsia-Luhanska in eastern 
Ukraine. Fortunately, the 20 children at 
the kindergarten were having breakfast in 
another room and were not harmed dur-
ing the shelling. However, two teachers 
and a male employee suffered wounds, 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
said on Twitter. 

By 3 p.m. on the same day, Ukraine’s 
Joint Forces Operation had recorded 42 
attacks along the front line in the two east-
ernmost regions of Luhansk and Donetsk 
where Russia has waged a war of attrition 
since 2014 in a conflict that has killed over 
14,000 people. 

It was a grim reminder that such scenes 
could be visited upon the other 93 percent 
of Ukraine’s territory that isn’t currently 
occupied by Russia. Despite Moscow’s 
announcements that it is winding down 
military drills around Ukraine’s borders, 
the United States and officials in Kyiv say 
the opposite. 

About 150,000 well-equipped Russian 
troops and sophisticated weaponry that 
could be used for a major offensive are still 
deployed near Ukraine and are being reposi-

tioned closer to the neighboring country’s 
state borders. Russian naval drills in the 
Black and Azov seas were scheduled to end 
on February 19 and Russia’s joint war games 
in Belarus are expected to end a day later. 

Russian state-run news agency TASS 
cited Kremlin spokesperson Dmitry Peskov 
on February 17 saying that “the situation 
near the borders of Russia could ignite at 
any moment,” while blaming Ukrainian 
armed forces for “provocative actions.” He 
did not provide evidence for the claim.

In Moscow, officials said they delivered 
the Kremlin’s response to the U.S. on its 
security proposals that were initially put 
forth in December and which include 
demands for NATO to stop cooperating with 
Ukraine and cease further enlargement. 

Russia’s response said the U.S. ignored 
its core demands, which also include a pull-
back of NATO forces from Central and 
Eastern Europe, while threatening a “mili-
tary-technical” action that doesn’t include a 
further invasion of Ukraine. 

“Ultimatums to remove forces from cer-
tain areas of Russian territory, accompa-
nied by threats of harsher sanctions, are 
unacceptable and undermine the chance 
for a real agreement. ... There is no Russian 
invasion of Ukraine, nor is one being 

Russia moves troops closer to Ukraine  
border as Kyiv remains defiant

(Continued on page 6)

A map of the front line in the Donbas region of Ukraine shows where clashes took 
place on February 17. 

RFE/RL’s Donbas.Realities

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy is seen after disembarking from a helicop-
ter during a working visit to Rivne Oblast in Ukraine on February 16.

Office of the President of Ukraine

(Continued on page 11)
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Russia-imposed court sentences Yesypenko

A Russia-imposed court in Ukraine’s 
Crimea has sentenced RFE/RL freelance 
correspondent Vladyslav Yesypenko to six 
years in prison for the alleged possession 
and transport of explosives, a charge he has 
steadfastly rejected. The Simferopol City 
Court handed down the verdict and sen-
tence on February 16 after a closed-door 
trial. Prosecutors had asked the court to 
sentence the journalist to 11 years in prison. 
Mr. Yesypenko, a dual Russian-Ukrainian cit-
izen who contributes to RFE/RL’s Crimea.
Realities, was detained in Crimea in March 
2021 on suspicion of collecting information 
for Ukrainian intelligence. Before the arrest, 
he had worked in Crimea for five years 
reporting on the social and environmental 
situation on the peninsula. Mr. Yesypenko 
testified during a court hearing on February 
15 that the authorities “want to discredit 
the work of freelance journalists who really 
want to show the things that really happen 
in Crimea.” Ukrainian Ombudswoman 
Lyudmyla Denisova condemned the court’s 
ruling, calling the case against Mr. Yesy-
penko fabricated. “[All] the accusations 
against the Ukrainian citizen [Mr. Yesypen-
ko] are trumped up and politically motivat-
ed,” Ms. Denisova wrote on Telegram, 
demanding Mr. Yesypenko’s immediate 
release. Ms. Denisova also called on the 
international community to pay attention 
to the “systemic violation of the rights of 
Ukrainian citizens on politically motivated 
charges by the aggressor country.” RFE/RL 
President Jamie Fly called the judgment a 
“travesty” in a statement released after the 
sentence was announced. “As a journalist 
doing nothing more than reporting the 
facts, he should never have been detained 
in the first place, much less put through the 
physical and mental torture that he has 
endured over the past 11 months,” Mr. Fly 
said. “Vladyslav needs to be returned home 
to his wife and daughter immediately.” 
Press freedom advocates, including the 
Committee to Protect Journalists and 
Reporters Without Borders, along with 
Ukrainian Foreign Affairs Minister Dmytro 
Kuleba and the U.S. State Department, are 
among those who have called for Mr. 
Yesypenko’s immediate release in the 

absence of any evidence of wrongdoing. 
Moscow illegally annexed Crimea in early 
2014 and weeks later threw its support 
behind pro-Russian separatists in Ukraine’s 
east, where some 13,200 people have been 
killed in the conflict, which continues to 
this day. (RFE/RL’s Crimea.Realities)

Lawmakers approve resolution on separatists

The Russian parliament’s lower chamber, 
the State Duma, has voted in favor of send-
ing a resolution to ask President Vladimir 
Putin to recognize two territories in eastern 
Ukraine held by separatists as independent 
states. Duma speaker Vyacheslav Volodin, a 
member of the pro-Kremlin ruling United 
Russia party, said after the move was 
approved by lawmakers on February 15 
that he will sign the resolution immediately 
and send it to Mr. Putin for consideration. 
The move, if approved by Mr. Putin, could 
further exacerbate tensions with the West 
over a Russian military buildup of an esti-
mated 130,000 troops near the border with 
Ukraine that has fueled fears of an immi-
nent attack. Russia has steadfastly denied 
any such plans and has accused the West of 
creating a crisis. Recognition of the two 
entities, which call themselves the Donetsk 
and Luhansk people’s republics and com-
prise part of the region commonly known 
as the Donbas, could also spell the end of 
the Minsk peace process in eastern 
Ukraine, where a conflict between govern-
ment forces and Moscow-backed separat-
ists has killed more than 13,200 people 
since April 2014. “This recognition would 
be a clear violation of the Minsk agree-
ments,” said Josep Borrell, the European 
Union’s top diplomat. “EU support and 
commitment to Ukraine’s independence, 
sovereignty and territorial integrity within 
its internationally recognized borders 
remains unwavering,” he added. Earlier in 
the day, Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov 
told reporters in Moscow that there were 
no official discussions about recognizing 
the two regions. Russia has been pushing 
Ukraine to implement the Minsk agree-
ments which, according to Moscow, envi-
sion special status for the separatist-con-
trolled territories to give them more auton-

(Continued on page 14)

 NEWS ANALYSIS

by Pavel K. Baev
Eurasia Daily Monitor

Fifteen years ago, at the 2007 Munich 
Security Conference, President Vladimir 
Putin surprised the high-level audience 
with a speech that explicitly juxtaposed 
Russian and Western security interests. In 
retrospect, the tone of the presentation was 
argumentative rather than assertive, but 
Moscow added force to its arguments by 
going to war against Georgia in August 
2008 (Moskovsky Komsomolets, February 
10). Then-French president Nicolas 
Sarkozy rushed to Moscow and negotiated 
a restoration of the status quo ante, except 
that Russia opted to recognize secessionist 
Abkhazia and North Ossetia as “indepen-
dent states” and proceeded with their mili-
tary occupation. Last week (February 7-8), 
the current president of France, Emmanuel 
Macron, found Mr. Putin entirely disin-
clined to compromise and received a long 
litany of complaints about threats from the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) 
and the aggressiveness of the “Anglo-
Saxons” (Kommersant, February 8; see 
Eurasia Daily Monitor, February 10). No 
Russian delegation will take part in the 
Munich Security Conference this weekend 
(Meduza.io, February 9).

At the heart of the current crisis is 
Russia’s military pressure on Ukraine, 
which has reached such intensity that 
United States President Joseph Biden urged 
all U.S. citizens to leave Ukraine and made 
an emergency phone call to his Russian 
counterpart last Saturday (Moscow Echo, 
February 11). The Kremlin’s insistence 
(reiterated in the conversation with Mr. 
Biden) on implementing its interpretation 
of the February 2015 Minsk agreement on 
freezing the hostilities in the Donbas war 
zone predetermined the futility of Mr. 
Macron’s attempt to invent a diplomatic 
solution to the present high-risk crisis 
(Nezavisimaya Gazeta, February 7). Ukraine 
refuses to enter into direct talks with the 
pseudo-separatist authorities, who are 
entirely controlled by Russia; and France 
(together with Germany) did not try to 
press the issue at the “Normandy format” 
meeting in Berlin on February 11, much to 
Moscow’s disappointment (Kom mersant, 
February 11). Whereas, the discussion in 
Moscow between Foreign Affairs Minister 
Sergei Lavrov and the United Kingdom’s 
Foreign Affairs Secretary Elizabeth Truss, a 
day earlier, was fruitless and frosty 
(Rossiiskaya Gazeta, February 10).

by Ihor Kabanenko
Eurasia Daily Monitor

The security situation in the wider Black 
Sea region is quickly deteriorating and 
growing more dangerous. Six large, fully 
loaded amphibious assault ships (three 
from the Baltic Fleet and three from the 
Northern Fleet) sailed through the Turkish 
Straits into the Black Sea “for exercises” 
several days ago (see Eurasia Daily Monitor, 
February 10) and already arrived at the 
Sevastopol naval base in occupied Crimea 
(Mil.ru, February 10). Together with the 
Black Sea Fleet’s assets, Moscow has con-
centrated up to 14 landing ships in the 
Black Sea basin. Such a large grouping 
could collectively carry about 4,500-5,000 
marines with weapons and equipment for 
a potential amphibious assault operation 
(see EDM, January 24). Russia has hastily 
transferred combat-ready Raptor-class fast 
assault craft to the Black Sea region as well. 
The rapidity of the redeployment is evi-
denced by the fact that one of these vessels 
was observed still painted in the white 
color intended for parades, implying that 
the Russians did not take time to repaint it 
before introducing the ship into the theater 
(Focus.ua, January 3). Using the landing 
craft of the Russian Black Sea Fleet as well 
as previously deployed vessels from the 
Caspian Flotilla, Russian forces operating in 
the adjoining Sea of Azov could land up to a 
light Battalion Tactical Group (600-700 
marines) even on a natural, unimproved 

section of coastline on this enclosed body 
of water.

Two improved Kilo-class missile subma-
rines and two missile frigates are expected 
to arrive in the Black Sea soon. Both naval 
platforms carry Kalibr long-range cruise 
missiles. Moreover, the newest Russian frig-
ate, Admiral Kasatonov, from the Northern 
Fleet, is among them, and it is equipped 
with the latest Tsirkon hypersonic missiles 
(Black Sea News, February 9). Two Russian 
Slava-class missile cruisers – Varyag 
(Pacific Fleet) and Marshal Ustinov 
(Northern Fleet) – have already deployed 
in the Mediterranean (Izvestia, February 9), 
while the missile cruiser Moskva (from the 
Black Sea Fleet) plans to join them on 
February 15 (Black Sea News, February 9). 
These cruisers are a key example of the for-
mer Soviet concept of the “aircraft carrier 
killer” (Inforeactor.ru, February 2; Army-
today.ru, accessed February 14), and the 
Kremlin seems to be demonstrating a 
return to this concept.

At the same time, Moscow declared that 
three huge maritime areas in the Black Sea 
and Sea of Azov would be closed for ship-
ping on February 13-19, for naval missile 
launch and artillery firing drills. The loca-
tion of two of these zones completely 
blocked the possibility of all commercial 
navigation in the Sea of Azov to and from 
Ukrainian seaports on the Black Sea (Black 
Sea News, February 9). The Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs of Ukraine strongly protest-
ed the move by Russia, and it called on 
Kyiv’s international partners to properly 
assess and respond to such provocative 
actions by the Russian side (Mfa.gov.ua, 
February 10). In turn, the Ukrainian 
Ministry of Defense called on its allies to 
prevent Russian ships from docking at their 

Putin’s journey from the Munich speech  
to the brink of war with Ukraine

Final pieces fall into place for Russian 
amphibious invasion of Ukraine
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Deputy U.S. ambassador to U.N. addresses ongoing crisis, urges Americans to leave Ukraine
by Andrew Nynka and  

Zachary Dmyterko

PARSIPPANY, N.J. – Reiterating the U.S. 
position that the United States and its allies 
would respond “swiftly and severely” to 
further Russian aggression against Ukraine, 
Deputy U.S. Ambassador to the U.N. Jeff 
Prescott on February 15 also urged 
Americans to leave Ukraine immediately.

But Mr. Prescott also repeatedly stressed 
that the U.S., as well as its allies and part-
ners, remain committed to finding a diplo-
matic solution to the crisis surrounding 
Ukraine, where some 150,000 Russian sol-
diers have massed along the country’s bor-
ders. He said that all diplomatic efforts can 
and are being used to resolve the crisis.

“We support diplomacy to try to resolve 
and deescalate the situation, and we stand 
ready to support genuine efforts to make 
progress in this area and on all sides,” Mr. 
Prescott said. “We fully support interna-
tional efforts, including in the Normandy 
Format, which, as you know, includes 
Ukraine, France, Germany and Russia, to 

deescalate the situation and negotiate a 
diplomatic resolution to, let’s be clear, a 
Russian-led conflict in eastern Ukraine.” 

The U.S. has been working to galvanize 
the international community to rally around 
and support Ukraine, Mr. Prescott said.

 “We’ve spent the last few months rally-
ing our allies and partners, working closely 
with Ukraine to make sure that the world 
understands exactly what we’re seeing 
happening on the ground in terms of 
Russia’s build-up that now threatens a fur-
ther invasion of Ukraine,” he said, adding 
that the world should have no illusion 
regarding the stakes of the current crisis.

Russia has massed some 150,000 well-
equipped soldiers around Ukraine’s state 
borders, in addition to permanent forces it 
has stationed in Ukraine’s easternmost 
occupied regions of Luhansk and Donetsk, 
as well as in the Crimean Peninsula, which 
Moscow illegally annexed in 2014. 

“You don’t change borders by force, … 
you can’t invade other countries. That 
aggression should be responded to,” Mr. 
Prescott said.

The deputy ambassador was asked 
about a possible humanitarian crisis should 
Russia launch a new invasion into Ukraine. 
He said the U.S. and its allies have prepared 
contingency plans for that possibility.

“The U.N. humanitarian operations are 
doing the contingency planning and putting 
plans in place to be ready. We’ve also been 

working with other Eastern European part-
ners to make sure that we have plans in 
place to address a potential humanitarian 
catastrophe along the lines you just 
described,” Mr. Prescott said. “We’re ready 
with our allies, and we’ve been working as 
assiduously as possible to prepare for any 
contingency.”

Part of that preparation also includes 
unmasking Russian covert and false flag 
operations in Ukraine in effort to deter 
Moscow from using those techniques, 
which many believe would offer Russian 
President Vladimir Putin a pretext to 
launch another invasion into Ukraine.

“We don’t have a crystal ball here, but we 
do have information. And we know the 
playbook,” Mr. Prescott said. “One of the 
reasons we’ve been laying this intelligence 
out, to the extent possible, is because we 
don’t want Russia to have the opportunity 
for a surprise here.”

Editor’s note: The full transcript of Mr. 
Prescott’s interview can be found on The 
Ukrainian Weekly’s website, www.ukrweekly.
com.

Canada relocates embassy operations to Lviv, says Canadian military trainers will soon be evacuated
by Christopher Guly

OTTAWA – Canada temporarily suspend-
ed operations at its embassy in Kyiv and 
established a temporary office in Lviv, 
Canadian Foreign Affairs Minister Mélanie 
Joly announced on February 12.

Canada’s diplomatic presence in Ukraine 
will continue, along with services for 
Canadians in the country through the Lviv 
office, but by appointment only, she said in 
a statement.

“However, our ability to provide consul-
ar assistance could become increasingly 
limited,” said Ms. Joly, who warned 
Canadians to “avoid all travel to Ukraine.” 
She said those currently in the country 
should “leave now.”

Canada’s move follows one taken by the 
United States on February 12 in which the 
State Department ordered a drawdown of 
embassy staff in the Ukrainian capital to a 
“core team” of diplomats and employees, 
with the U.S. maintaining a small consular 
presence in Lviv to handle emergencies 
involving American citizens.

Canadian and U.S. leadership also had 
Ukraine top of mind on February 12.

While President Joe Biden warned 
Russian President Vladimir Putin against “a 
further invasion of Ukraine” in a phone call 

on February 12, according to a read-out of 
their conversation released by the White 
House, Canadian Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau spoke to Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy the same day.

The two leaders “discussed their shared 
concerns about the continuing buildup of 
Russian military forces in and around 
Ukraine, as well as Russia’s ongoing aggres-
sion and destabilization activities,” accord-
ing to a readout of the call released from 
the prime minister’s office.

Mr. Trudeau “emphasized that any fur-
ther military incursion into Ukraine would 
have serious consequences, including coor-
dinated sanctions.”

In a letter sent to the prime minister on 
February 11, the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress (UCC) called on his government 
to “work with allies to immediately impose 
significant sanctions on the Russian econo-
my and Russian officials.”

The UCC also urged the Canadian gov-
ernment to “immediately provide Ukraine 
with lethal defensive weapons,” as other 
countries, including the U.S., the United 
Kingdom and Poland have done.

Ihor Michalchyshyn, CEO and executive 
director of the UCC, said in an interview 
that, with an estimated 130,000 Russian 
troops massed along three sides of Ukraine, 

“we need to take action now.”
“Getting [Mr.] Putin to avert his invasion 

plan means he realizes Ukraine is very 
well-armed and he will change his calcula-
tion based on that instead of some kind of 
diplomatic compromise or solution that he 
is not engaging in,” Mr. Michalchyshyn said.

Prior to her late-January first official 
visit to Ukraine as Canada’s national 
defense minister, Anita Anand said that 
lethal weapons remained “on the table” as 
an option the Canadian military could use 
to provide further assistance to Ukraine, 
which is now on the brink of facing yet 
another Russian invasion.

Canada’s focus to date has been provid-
ing Ukraine with non-lethal equipment, 
such as body armor, thermal binoculars 
and surveillance technology – along with a 
military training mission run by the 
Canadian Armed Forces (CAF) since 2015.

Last month, the Trudeau government 
announced that Operation Unifier would be 
extended for another three years beyond 
its end-of-March deadline and that another 
60 soldiers would join some 200 Canadians 
troops in Ukraine – a number that could 
eventually rise to 400 CAF members “based 
on the needs on the ground,” Ms. Anand 
said in an interview last month.

But on February 12, Canada’s Globe and 

Mail newspaper reported that, following 
U.S. Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin’s 
announcement that 160 U.S. troops were 
ordered to leave Ukraine, Canada’s defense 
ministry would follow suit and relocate the 
260 soldier-trainers to Poland or Latvia, 
where Canada has troops.

“We are closely monitoring the situation 
and will adapt as necessary,” Canada’s 
Department of National Defense said in a 
statement to The Ukrainian Weekly. 
“Information regarding force posture and 
protection measures, as well as specific 
details about troop movement, tactics, tech-
niques and procedures will not be released 
for operational security reasons.”

Canada had already relocated 60 train-
ing soldiers from Stare, Desna, Mykolaiv 
and Odesa in eastern Ukraine to undis-
closed sites in western Ukraine, Lt. Col. Luc-
Frédéric Gilbert, commander of Operation 
Unifier, said in an interview from Kyiv earli-
er this month.

At the time, he said that, should Russia 
launch an offensive against Ukraine, plans 
were in place to evacuate all of the 
Canadian soldiers, though he declined to 
share what specific events on the ground 
would trigger such a mass departure.

Lt. Col. Luc-Frédéric Gilbert, task force commander of Operation Unifier, is seen 
during a graduation ceremony at the Ukrainian Air Force Academy in Kharkiv, 

Ukraine, on October 29.

Sgt. Alexandre Paquin, Canadian Armed Forces

Anita Anand (center), Canada’s national defense minister, visited Kyiv on January 30 
with Lt. Col. Luc-Frédéric Gilbert (second from the right), task force commander of 

Operation Unifier, and other members of the Canadian task force.

Lt. Jean Doyon, Canadian Armed Forces

(Continued on page 15)

Deputy U.S. Ambassador to the U.N. 
Jeffrey Prescott

Courtesy of Lisa Hibbert
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Chechen Rosgvardia troops 
head for Ukraine

by Aslan Doukaev
Eurasia Daily Monitor

In a further indication that Russia con-
tinues to build up its forces on the border 
with Ukraine, a convoy with Chechen 
internal troops has recently been spotted 
moving northwest, through the North 
Caucasus, toward the potential war zone. 
At the end of last month, JaziraNews’s 
Twitter account reported, citing unidenti-
fied sources in Chechnya, that “[President 
Vladimir] Putin’s most combat-ready 
troops, the Kadyrovtsy, are advancing [...] 
in the direction of the Ukrainian border. 
The Kremlin is pulling everything it has. 
The likelihood of a further Russian inva-
sion of Ukraine this week is at its highest” 
(Twitter.com/@JaziraNews3, January 31).

JaziraNews, which seems to be linked 
to the Chechen opposition based in 
Turkey, may have exaggerated how soon 
one could expect Russia to attack its 
southwestern neighbor, but the report 
about the redeployment of the Chechen 
special forces (spet snaz) troops proved 
accurate. On February 2, the former com-
mander of Russia-backed forces in eastern 
Ukraine, Col. Igor Strelkov (a.k.a. Girkin), 
posted a privately recorded video that 
appears to show a convoy of Chechen mili-
tary vehicles moving in the general direc-
tion of the Ukrainian border (Twitter.
com/GirkinGirkin, February 2). The next 
day, the Conflict Intelligence Team (CIT), 
an open-source information analysis 
group that monitors Russian military 
movements, identified those vehicles as 
belonging to the 141st Akhmad Kadyrov 
Special Motorized Regiment of Russia’s 
National Guard (Rosgvardia) (Citeam-ru.
medium.com, February 3). The convoy 
comprised dozens of all-terrain vehicles, 
including BTR-80 armored personnel car-
riers, GAZ-2975 Tigr multi-purpose vehi-
cles and Ural-432009VV armored trucks, 
frequently used by the National Guard to 
transport detainees.

The regiment – formerly the 248th 
Special Motorized Battalion Sever 
(“North”) – is part of Rosgvardia’s 46th 
separate brigade for operative tasks, which 
is headquartered in Chechnya and num-
bers an estimated 15,000-16,000 service 
members (see Eurasia Daily Monitor, July 
5, 2012). The main task of the brigade, as 
declared on a self-described spetsnaz vet-
erans’ online forum, is “maintaining peace 
and tranquility in the Chechen Republic” 
(Spec-naz.org, accessed February 14). 
Indeed, neither the 46th Brigade nor the 
former Sever battalion has ever been 
deployed in conflicts outside Chechnya, 
unlike the notorious Vostok (“East”) battal-
ion, which took part in fighting in Georgia 
in 2008 and then in eastern Ukraine and 
Syria. It is, therefore, somewhat strange 
that a paramilitary unit normally assigned 
to law enforcement activities should be 
dispatched to a potential war zone. That 
does not mean, however, that the unit is 
not up to the job.

The Sever battalion was formed in 
2006 and initially, at least formally, 
answered to the command of the Internal 
Troops in the North Caucasus until the 
establishment of the National Guard in 
April 2016. In reality, however, the 
700-strong force has always operated de 
facto as Chechen strongman Ramzan 
Kadyrov’s “Praetorian Guard.” Comprised 

mostly of Chechen rebels-turned Putin 
loyalists, the unit was officially tasked 
with eradicating the last Chechen insur-
gents for the Kremlin. But it has also had 
the unofficial task of rooting out any 
opposition to Mr. Kadyrov. The Sever bat-
talion was instrumental, for instance, in 
helping Mr. Kadyrov win his power strug-
gle against the powerful Yamadayev clan 
(see North Caucasus Weekly, July 21, 2008; 
see EDM, April 23, 2010). The commander 
of the now-regiment, Maj. Gen. Alibek 
Delimk hanov, is a younger brother of 
Adam Delim k hanov, a lawmaker in 
Russia’s lower house of parliament and a 
staunch Kadyrov loyalist. The Delim-
khanov brothers and Ramzan Kadyrov are 
related through their mothers.

The Sever battalion gained national 
notoriety in 2015, when Zaur Dadaev, its 
former (and decorated) deputy command-
er, gunned down Russian opposition politi-
cian Boris Nemtsov on a bridge over the 
Moscow River close to the Kremlin. Two 
other Sever service members were also 
implicated in the murder.  Alibek 
Delimkhanov was questioned as a witness 
in the case (see EDM, March 11, 19, 2015).

The 141st Akhmad Kadyrov Special 
Motorized Regiment is not the only 
Rosgvardia unit that is evidently being 
dispatched to Ukraine (Citeam-ru.medi-
um.com, February 2). According to CIT, the 
movement of National Guard personnel 
and equipment has been observed in 
Arkhangelsk, Tula, Karelia, Tomsk, Lipetsk 
and other Russian regions. “Russia [...] 
appears to be activating Rosgvardia inter-
nal troops,” the Jane’s Defense Consult-
ancy notes (Jane’s Defense Consultancy, 
February 3). Few will be able to match the 
Chechen unit’s combat experience, how-
ever.

The Akhmad Kadyrov regiment is an 
elite, large-scale special operations force 
that possesses considerable firepower and 
has been involved in almost every military 
operation in Chechnya’s recent turbulent 
history. It is well trained, battle-tested, 
confident in its ability to fight, and accus-
tomed to responding to crises. Fifteen 
years on, it remains a force to be reckoned 
with. The problem, however, is that the 
regiment – and the National Guard in gen-
eral – is essentially a police force (albeit 
exceptionally well armed) that has limited 
experience in conventional warfare, 
although some Rosgvardia units have pre-
viously been deployed to Syria (TASS, 
March 24, 2021). Rosgvar dia’s responsibil-
ities frequently go beyond its official man-
date, but it is best equipped to deal with 
domestic threats, conduct counter-insur-
gency and counter-terrorism operations, 
and protect strategic facilities.

For that reason, in the Ukrainian con-
text involving a major re-invasion by 
Russia, the most likely scenario is that the 
Rosgvardia units will engage in anti-sabo-
tage and anti-infiltration missions or per-
form military police functions such as site 
security, policing, crowd control and 
detention operations. At the moment, the 
units are apparently being put in position 
to potentially cross the border when the 
Kremlin gives its command.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

 NEWS ANALYSIS  FOR THE RECORD

The White House released the following 
transcript of U.S. President Joe Biden’s 
speech on the Ukraine-Russia crisis. Mr. 
Biden spoke from the East Room of the 
White House on February 15.

Good afternoon. Today, I’d like to pro-
vide an update on the crisis involving 
Russia and Ukraine.

From the beginning of this crisis, I have 
been absolutely clear and consistent: The 
United States is prepared no matter what 
happens.

We are ready with diplomacy – to be 
engaged in diplomacy with Russia and our 
Allies and partners to improve stability and 
security in Europe as a whole.

And we are ready to respond decisively 
to a Russian attack on Ukraine, which is still 
very much a possibility.

Through all of the events of the last few 
weeks and months, this has been our 
approach. And it remains our approach 
now.

So, today I want to speak to the 
American people about the situation on the 
ground, the steps we’ve taken, the actions 
we’re prepared to take, and what’s at stake 
for us and the world, and how this may 
impact on us here at home.

For weeks now, together with our Allies 
and partners, my administration has 
engaged in non-stop diplomacy.

This weekend I spoke again with 
[Russian] President [Vladimir] Putin to 
make clear that we are ready to keep pur-
suing high-level diplomacy to reach written 
understandings among Russia, the United 
States and the nations of Europe to address 
legitimate security concerns if that’s what – 
his wish. Their security concerns and ours.

President Putin and I agreed that our 
teams should continue to engage toward 
this end along with our European Allies 
and partners.

Yesterday, the Russian government pub-
licly proposed to continue the diplomacy. I 
agree. We should give the diplomacy every 
chance to succeed. I believe there are real 
ways to address our respective security 
concerns.

The United States has put on the table 
concrete ideas to establish a security envi-
ronment in Europe.

We’re proposing new arms control mea-
sures, new transparency measures, new 
strategic stability measures. These mea-
sures would apply to all parties – NATO and 
Russia alike.

And we’re willing to make practical, 
results-oriented steps that can advance our 
common security. We will not sacrifice 
basic principles, though.

Nations have a right to sovereignty and 
territorial integrity. They have the freedom 
to set their own course and choose with 
whom they will associate.

But that still leaves plenty of room for 
diplomacy and for de-escalation. That’s the 
best way forward for all parties, in our 
view. And we’ll continue our diplomatic 
efforts in close consultation with our Allies 
and our partners.

As long as there is hope of a diplomatic 
resolution that prevents the use of force 
and avoids the incredible human suffering 
that would follow, we will pursue it.

The Russian Defense Ministry reported 
today that some military units are leaving 
their positions near Ukraine.

That would be good, but we have not yet 
verified that. We have not yet verified that 

Russian military units are returning to their 
home bases. Indeed, our analysts indicate 
that they remain very much in a threaten-
ing position. And the fact remains: Right 
now, Russia has more than 150,000 troops 
encircling Ukraine in Belarus and along 
Ukraine’s border.

An invasion remains distinctly possible. 
That’s why I’ve asked several times that all 
Americans in Ukraine leave now before it’s 
too late to leave safely. It is why we have 
temporarily relocated our embassy from 
Kyiv to Lviv in western Ukraine, approach-
ing the Polish border.

And we’ve been transparent with the 
American people and with the world about 
Russia’s plans and the seriousness of the 
situation so that everyone can see for 
themselves what is happening. We have 
shared what we know and what we are 
doing about it.

Let me be equally clear about what we 
are not doing: The United States and NATO 
are not a threat to Russia. Ukraine is not 
threatening Russia. Neither the U.S. nor 
NATO have missiles in Ukraine. We do not – 
do not have plans to put them there as well. 
We’re not targeting the people of Russia. 
We do not seek to destabilize Russia.

To the citizens of Russia: You are not our 
enemy. And I do not believe you want a 
bloody, destructive war against Ukraine – a 
country and a people with whom you share 
such deep ties of family, history and culture.

Seventy-seven years ago, our people 
fought and sacrificed side by side to end the 
worst war in history.

World War II was a war of necessity. But 
if Russia attacks Ukraine, it would be a war 
of choice, or a war without cause or reason.

I say these things not to provoke but to 
speak the truth – because the truth mat-
ters; accountability matters.

If Russia does invade in the days or 
weeks ahead, the human cost for Ukraine 
will be immense, and the strategic cost for 
Russia will also be immense.

If Russia attacks Ukraine, it’ll be met 
with overwhelming international condem-
nation. The world will not forget that 
Russia chose needless death and destruc-
tion.

Invading Ukraine will prove to be a self-
inflicted wound.

The United States and our Allies and 
partners will respond decisively. The West 
is united and galvanized.

Today, our NATO Allies and the Alliance 
is as unified and determined as it has ever 
been. And the source of our unbreakable 
strength continues to be the power, resil-
ience and universal appeal of our shared 
democratic values.

Because this is about more than just 
Russia and Ukraine. It’s about standing for 
what we believe in, for the future we want 
for our world, for liberty – for liberty, the 
right of countless countries to choose their 
own destiny, and the right of people to 
determine their own futures, for the princi-
ple that a country can’t change its neigh-
bor’s borders by force. That’s our vision. 
And toward that end, I’m confident that 
vision, that freedom will prevail.

If Russia proceeds, we will rally the 
world to oppose its aggression.

The United States and our Allies and 
partners around the world are ready to 
impose powerful sanctions on [and] export 
controls, including actions that did not – we 

Biden speaks on Ukraine-Russia crisis,  
pledges ‘full force’ to defend NATO territory

(Continued on page 15)
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Canada provides Ukraine with lethal  
weapons, further economic support

by Christopher Guly

OTTAWA – Following repeated requests 
from the Ukrainian government and the 
Ukrainian diaspora in Canada, the Canadian 
government announced on February 14 
that it would donate about $6 million 
worth of lethal weapons and “assorted sup-
port items” to the Ukrainian Armed Forces, 
the Canadian Department of National 
Defense said in a news release. 

The equipment includes machine guns, 
pistols, carbines, 1.5 million rounds of 
ammunition and sniper rifles.

“This responds to Ukraine’s specific 
request and is in addition to the non-lethal 
equipment we’ve already provided,” said 
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau at a 
February 14 news conference primarily 
called to announce the first-ever invocation 
of Canada’s Emergencies Act to put an end 
to trucker-convoy protests that have para-
lyzed Ottawa and border crossings across 
the country.

Canada has already equipped Ukraine 
with non-lethal assistance in the form of 
body armor and surveillance technology.

The prime minister also announced that 
Canada would provide Ukraine with a loan 
of up to $393 million through Canada’s 
Bretton Woods and Related Agreements 
Act (BWRAA). The Canadian government 
announced on January 21 that it had 
offered its Ukrainian counterpart a loan of 
up to about $94 million.

“We’re not seeking confrontation with 
Russia,” Mr. Trudeau said. “But the situation 
is intensifying rapidly and we are showing 
our resolve.”

“It’s important for Canadians and the 
world to know that Canada will continue 
supporting Ukraine and its independence, 
integrity and sovereignty, including its right 
to defend itself,” Mr. Trudeau said.

The Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC) 
strongly endorsed the Canadian govern-
ment’s weapons and loan announcements.

On supplying Ukraine with defensive 
weapons, the UCC acknowledged that it 
was “a major policy shift, which puts 
Canada side by side in a coalition of democ-
racies that are steadfastly supporting the 
Ukrainian peoples’ right to defend their lib-
erty from Russia’s wanton and unprovoked 
aggression,” UCC president Alexandra 
Chyczij said in a February 14 statement.

In December, the UCC sent Canadian 
Foreign Affairs Minister Mélanie Joly a 
briefing note on “deterring a further 
Russian invasion of Ukraine.”

It provided Canada’s foreign affairs min-
ister with a list of recommendations, 
including a call for a substantial increase in 
“the provision of defensive weapons to 
Ukraine – most importantly anti-tank, anti-
artillery, naval and air defense systems.”

On the latter, the UCC highlighted Ukraine’s 
inclusion in 2017 on Canada’s Automatic 
Firearms Country Control List, which 
enables Canadian companies and individuals 
to “apply for a permit to export prohibited 
firearms, weapons and devices to Ukraine.”

In its February 14 statement, the UCC also 
welcomed the announcement of Canada’s 
$393 million loan to Ukraine, which it said 
“will help greatly to counter Russia’s efforts 
to destabilize Ukraine’s economy.”

“In this extraordinarily difficult time for 
Ukraine, Canada has shown again that it is 
a true friend of Ukraine and the Ukrainian 
people,” Ms. Chyczij said.

The Canadian government took the 
opportunity to illustrate the depth of that 
friendship militarily.

According to a backgrounder from the 
Defense Department, Canada’s lethal weap-
ons contribution to Ukraine is in addition 
to more than about $18 million worth of 
non-lethal military equipment – including 

communications gear, a mobile field hospi-
tal and explosive disposal equipment – that 
Canada has already provided to Ukraine 
since 2015.

Since 2014, Canada has provided 
Ukraine with more than about $699 million 
in “multifaceted assistance” to support 
Ukraine’s security, prosperity and reform 
objectives, which in the long term “are the 
most effective strategy for building 
Ukraine’s resilience to Russian aggression,” 
the release said.

Through Canada’s Peace and Stabiliza tion 
Operations Program, the country is current-
ly providing about $13 million in ongoing 
multi-year programming focused on securi-
ty sector and defense reform in Ukraine, 
and on advancing Ukraine’s Women, Peace 
and Security National Action Plan.

The Department of National Defense 
also cited Operation Unifier, the Canadian 
Armed Forces’ (CAF’s) training mission in 
Ukraine, which it said has helped more 
than 33,000 Ukrainian military and securi-
ty personnel learn battlefield tactics and 
other advanced military skills.

On February 13, however, the CAF 
announced that, “as a result of the complex 
operational environment linked to Russia’s 
unwarranted aggression against Ukraine,” 
it was in the process of “temporarily relo-
cating components” of Operation Unifier – 
also known as Joint Task Force-Ukraine 
(JTF-U) – “to elsewhere in Europe.”

“The temporary repositioning of JTF-U 
personnel does not signal the end of the 
mission, but rather allows us to refocus our 
efforts while ensuring the safety and securi-
ty of CAF members,” the CAF statement said.

“Force protection is the top priority for 
our training mission, of which operational 
security is a key component,” the Defense 
Department said in a news release. “Thus, 
while we can confirm we have relocated 
some of our forces outside of Ukraine, we 
will not discuss numbers, locations or 
future intentions.”

CBC News, Canada’s public broadcaster, 
reported that about 260 Canadian soldiers 
with Operation Unifier in Ukraine were 
redeployed to Poland, although it remained 
unclear as to whether that would be their 
final destination.

Canada relocated its embassy opera-
tions from Kyiv to Lviv near the Ukrainian-
Polish border, Ms. Joly announced on 
February 12. She also advised Canadians in 
Ukraine to “leave now.”

With its new financial aid announce-
ment on February 14, the Canadian govern-
ment also reiterated its support for the sta-
bility of the Ukrainian economy, and the 
steps it has taken on that front.

According to a Finance Department 
backgrounder, through the BWRAA, 
Canada provided Ukraine with two loans 
totaling about $314 million – following 
Russia’s annexation of Crimea – which 
Ukraine “fully repaid on schedule in 2020.”

The release also said that since the 
annexation Canada has imposed sanctions 
on more than 440 individuals and entities.

“Ukraine is on the front lines in the strug-
gle between democracy and authoritarian-
ism,” said Canadian Deputy Prime Minister 
and Finance Minister Chrystia Freeland, a 
Ukrainian Canadian, in a statement. “The 
stakes in this conflict are stark and directly 
relevant to the Canadian national interest.”

“Canada stands united with our G-7 and 
NATO allies in our resolve to protect the 
economic and democratic stability of 
Ukraine,” she said.

“And Canada is prepared to respond 
swiftly to any further Russian military 
aggression and threatening of Ukraine’s 
sovereignty and territorial integrity by 
imposing forceful economic and financial 
sanctions.”

 FOR THE RECORD

The following statement was released by 
the Ukrainian Congress Committee of 
America on February 14.

Since 2014, the Ukrainian Congress 
Committee of America (UCCA), the repre-
sentative organization of nearly 2 million 
Americans of Ukrainian descent, has con-
sistently and rightfully called upon the 
United States and its allies to enact severe 
consequences for the Kremlin’s ever-
increasing aggression against Ukraine. Over 
the past month, however, it seems that 
Ukraine’s strategic partners have let 
Ukraine suffer under economic hardships, 
rather than Russia.

On February 10, the U.S. Embassy in Kyiv 
posted on social media, saying that 
“Russia’s economic warfare against Ukraine 
continues. Under the pretext of military 
exercises, Russia restricts Ukraine’s mari-
time sovereignty, limits freedom of naviga-
tion in the Black Sea/Sea of Azov, & 
impedes maritime traffic essential to 
Ukraine’s economy.” That week, Russia had 
unilaterally announced a restricted zone in 
the Black and Azov seas, making navigation 
in both seas virtually impossible. For 
Ukraine, this translated to a loss of hun-
dreds of millions of dollars a day, as 
Ukrainian seaports located on the southern 
coastline processed a total of 153 million 
tons of cargo in 2021 alone. Equally frus-
trating was the February 12 announcement 
by the Dutch airline KLM that they would 
cancel flights to Ukraine until further 
notice, thus straining Ukraine’s economic 
growth and potential.

Russia has yet to suffer any sanctions for 
this recent economic warfare, while 
Ukraine suffers heavier and heavier finan-
cial penalties every day. The U.S., Europe 
and G-7 countries imposed sanctions on 
Russia in 2014 in the aftermath of the 
Crimean invasion and the horrific crime of 
murdering the innocent passengers aboard 

Malaysian Airliner MH17; however, 
Russia’s economy has now adapted, and 
the current sanctions regime frankly 
affords Ukraine’s allies minimal diplomatic 
leverage.

On February 14, the Russian Federa tion’s 
State Duma plans to set a date to vote on a 
proposal to appeal to President Vladimir 
Putin to recognize two so-called republics 
on Ukrainian sovereign territory that are 
currently under Russian military control. 
According to the Russian interior ministry, 
over the past three years, Russia has distrib-
uted nearly 1 million passports to residents 
of the occupied part of Ukraine’s Donbas. 
These illegal actions are a clear violation of 
Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial integri-
ty, meriting further sectoral sanctions 
against the Russian Federation.

International sanctions on Russia must 
be strengthened and expanded now. We 
cannot wait until Russia unleashes a bomb-
ing campaign that will kill innocent civil-
ians and leave millions upon millions of ref-
ugees. UCCA reiterates its call for new sanc-
tions against Russian financial, energy, 
defense and manufacturing sectors, includ-
ing the removal of Russia from the SWIFT 
international financial system. And before 
Russia’s military destroys the existing natu-
ral gas infrastructure which runs through 
Ukraine, the Nord Stream 2 pipeline must 
be permanently stopped.

Russia has already violated international 
law deserving of stronger sanctions. If the 
United States continues to publicly raise 
alarms about an imminent Russian inva-
sion, which has already resulted in eco-
nomic losses for Ukraine, why does the 
United States refuse to Sanction Russia 
Now?

Editor’s note: UCCA has asked that indi-
viduals who use social media include the 
hashtag #SanctionRussiaNOW in their posts 
on the topic.

UCCA calls for Ukraine’s allies 
to sanction Russia immediately

The following statement was released by 
the U.S. State Department on February 14.  
It was attributed to U.S. Secretary of State 
Antony J. Blinken.

The United States is reaffirming our 
strong commitment to the Ukrainian peo-
ple by joining with allies and partners to 
mobilize robust international support for 
Ukraine. The U.S. government is offering a 
sovereign loan guarantee to Ukraine of up 
to $1 billion to support its economic reform 
agenda and continued engagement with 
the International Monetary Fund (IMF).

This offer – combined with the strong 
partnership between Ukraine, the IMF, 
other international financial institutions, 
the G-7 and other bilateral donors – will 
bolster Ukraine’s ability to ensure econom-
ic stability, growth and prosperity for its 
people in the face of Russia’s destabilizing 
behavior.

This action builds on the support the 
United States, our allies and partners, 
including the G-7 and international finan-
cial institutions, have provided Ukraine to 
help protect its economy amid Russian 
pressure in recent years.

Between 2014 and 2016, the United 
States issued three separate $1 billion sov-
ereign loan guarantees to Ukraine. These 
loan guarantees played a critical role in 
helping Ukraine successfully stabilize its 
economy amid previous Russian aggres-
sion and implement a bold economic 
reform agenda underpinned by ambitious 
cooperation with the IMF.

The United States has provided over $2 
billion in development assistance to 
Ukraine since 2014. The U.S. government 
has also worked to promote commercial 
participation by U.S. companies across the 
Ukrainian economy.

The Export-Import Bank of the United 
States intends to make available up to $3 
billion to facilitate procurement of U.S. 
goods and services for projects in Ukraine, 
while the U.S. International Development 
Finance Corporation has a current invest-
ment portfolio in Ukraine of approximately 
$800 million across more than a dozen 
projects.

We are exploring additional ways to sup-
port Ukraine and its people, and we will 
continue to work with Congress to advance 
these efforts.

US announces new $1 billion 
sovereign loan offer for Ukraine
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U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken addressed the United Nations Security 
Council on February 17 to address Russia’s looming threat of invasion of Ukraine, 
and upped the ante by calling out Russia to prove its commitment to diplomacy. 

“The stakes go far beyond Ukraine. This is a moment of peril for the lives and safe-
ty of millions of people, as well as for the foundation of the United Nations Charter 
and the rules-based international order that preserves stability worldwide. This cri-
sis directly affects every member of this council and every country in the world,” Mr. 
Blinken said.

“This is the exact kind of crisis that the United Nations – and specifically this 
Security Council – was created to prevent. We must address what Russia is doing 
right now to Ukraine,” Mr. Blinken said.

A false-flag event, manufactured as a pretext for a full Russian invasion, was not 
outside the realm of possibilities that Russia may employ, Mr. Blinken said. The 
Russian government, based on previous experiences, would then likely declare that 
Russia must respond to defend Russian citizens or ethnic Russians in Ukraine. 

The secretary of state said that he was not fanning the flames of war.
“The information I’ve presented here is validated by what we’ve seen unfolding in 

plain sight before our eyes for months. And remember that while Russia has repeat-
edly derided our warnings and alarms as melodrama and nonsense, they have been 
steadily amassing more than 150,000 troops on Ukraine’s borders, as well as the 
capabilities to conduct a massive military assault.”

Diplomacy, Mr. Blinken said, is the only responsible way to resolve this crisis. 
“There are a series of commitments that Russia and Ukraine made under Minsk, 
with the OSCE [Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe] and the 
Normandy Format partners involved as well. If Russia is prepared to sit with the 
Ukrainian government and work through the process of implementing these com-
mitments, our friends in France and Germany stand ready to convene senior-level 
discussions in the Normandy Format to settle these issues. Ukraine is ready for this. 
And we stand fully ready to support the parties.”

Mr. Blinken sent a letter on February 17 to Russia’s Foreign Affairs Minister Sergei 
Lavrov in which he proposed meeting next week in Europe to discuss a resolution to 
the crisis. The U.S. has also proposed meetings of the NATO-Russia Council and the 
OSCE Permanent Council.

NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg, following a ministerial-level meeting in 
Brussels, said on February 17 that the threat of a Russian invasion against Ukraine 
could happen with very little or no warning time. The latest example of a Russian 
provocation came when two civilians were injured in an attack that targeted a kin-
dergarten in Ukraine-controlled territory in eastern Ukraine.

Will Russia balk at diplomacy, or simply attend talks, claim that talks failed, and 
invade anyway? There have been no real signs that Russia wants a peaceful settle-
ment in Ukraine, or that it will withdraw its troops from Ukraine’s borders. And 
there is little expectation that Russia will peacefully change course. But, as we hope 
and pray for a peaceful, diplomatic resolution to the conflict, we also pray for the 
people of Ukraine. May god bless them and keep them safe as they fight to protect 
Europe’s eastern flank from the Kremlin’s steadily encroaching autocracy. The 
stakes, after all, go far beyond Ukraine.

The Ukrainian Weekly

Twenty-eight years ago, on February 20, 1994, The Ukrainian 
Weekly carried a 12-page spread celebrating the centennial of 
the founding of the Ukrainian National Association (UNA), with 
photos and highlights from each decade.

A chronicle of the UNA’s history through photos included pic-
tures of the first supreme president of the UNA, Theodosiy 

Talpash, who was elected at the UNA’s first regular convention on May 30, 1894, in 
Shamokin; a group photo of UNA Branch 99, the St. Nicholas Brotherhood, based in 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa., from 1905; a UNA membership certificate from June 30, 1919, that out-
lined the founding principles and aspirations of the UNA; Metropolitan Andrey 
Sheptytsky’s visit to the UNA offices in Jersey City, N.J., in 1921; several hundred delegates 
gathered for a group photo during the UNA Convention held on May 10-15, 1937, in 
Washington; an anniversary picnic on July 14, 1940, celebrating UNA Branch 204 in New 
York that attracted hundreds for the group photo; and during the 1960s, the UNA’s collab-
oration on various projects included the Taras Shevchenko Monument in Washington in 
1964, the installation of a monument to Hetman Ivan Mazepa at the Soyuzivka Heritage 
Center on September 18, 1966, as well as the UNA’s 70th anniversary gala concert at 
Carnegie Hall in New York in 1964 that was the world premiere of Paul Pecheniha 
Ouglitsky’s opera “The Witch.”

The editorial of the centennial issue noted the call from the pages of Svoboda on 
November 1, 1893, that said, “Ukrainians scattered across this land need a national orga-
nization, namely such a brotherhood, such a national union that would embrace each and 
every Ukrainian no matter where he lives.”

In response to that call, 10 brotherhoods, having assets totaling $220 and a total mem-
bership of 439 people resolved to form the Ukrainian National Association (at the time the 
organization was known as the Ruskyj Narodnyj Soyuz) on February 22, 1894, in 
Shamokin, Pa.

In addition to publishing two newspapers (Svoboda and The Ukrainian Weekly), the 
UNA continues to serve the Ukrainian community in a variety of ways, including through 
its scholarship program, as patron of the arts and promoter of sports, its care for the 
elderly and its assistance to needy victims of natural and man-made disasters.

Feb. 
20
1994

Turning the pages back...

On February 16, the National University 
of Ostroh Academy hosted an event dedicat-
ed to the newly-created Day of Unity in 
Ukraine. The event was held in a mixed 
form, with individuals taking part both 
online and in person. The opening remarks 
were made by Prof. Ihor Pasichnyk, the rec-
tor of the National University of Ostroh 
Academy in Ukraine.  His remarks were pro-
vided to The Ukrainian Weekly and they are 
printed here as a commentary.

by Ihor Pasichnyk

“… you can choose anything at all, my son,
But of Fatherlands for you, there’s only one.”
These immortal words by Vasyl Symo-

nenko evoke the memory of past genera-
tions who fought for us to have our mother-
land that we so affectionately call Ukraine.

Nevertheless, this word should not be 
used formally, but with dignity and love in 
the heart. Only the unity and love for one’s 
motherland make it possible to be united. 
Only unity brings victory.

I start thinking about the 30 years of 
Ukraine’s independence, whether that is a 
long or short time. From the historical per-
spective, it is just a moment. For a human, it 
is not even half a life, though incredible 
changes took place in the minds of 
Ukrainians during this period.

I am most pleased to read sociological 
research conducted during this critical 
period for Ukraine. It shows that 60 per-
cent of Ukrainians are ready to take up 
weapons to defend their homeland.

We are often blamed for our individual-
ism, as some say that is a negative national 
trait of Ukrainians. But, in fact, this is our 
advantage. This is the most positive feature 
of Ukrainians because it has provided us 
with the opportunity to shape a specific 
patriotism.

I am confident that no enemy will ever 
risk going up against a united nation that 
loves its country and is ready to fight back.

Ostroh Academy joins Unity 
Day celebration in Ukraine

(Continued on page 16)

The stakes go far beyond Ukraine

 COMMENTARY

planned,” the response said.
Moscow also expelled U.S. Deputy 

Ambassador Bart Gorman on February 10, 
Russian media reported. A U.S. official con-
firmed the news. 

Kyiv and its Western allies, however, 
remain skeptical of Russia’s insistence of 
not having plans to encroach on further 
Ukrainian territory. 

British Foreign Affairs Secretary Eliza-
beth Truss said there is still a high likeli-
hood that Russia could launch offensive 
actions, but also didn’t rule out that Moscow 
might choose the path of diplomacy.

“There is of course a big chance that 
there will be offensive actions by Russia. If 
not, then why are 100,000 troops on the 
border with Ukraine?” she said on 
February 17 while visiting Kyiv to meet 
with her counterpart Dmytro Kuleba. “But 
Russia can still choose the path of diploma-
cy, they can ensure de-escalation, they can 
withdraw their troops from the border, and 
I think it’s in the interest of European secu-
rity, but also in the interest of Russia.” 

She added that British financial assis-
tance to Ukraine is being raised to 100 mil-
lion pounds ($136 million) from 88 million 
pounds as the country’s economy feels the 
biting pressure of the ongoing Russian mili-
tary threat. 

Meanwhile, Ukrainian Defense Minister 
Oleksiy Reznikov told Reuter’s news agency 
that “we cannot confirm” information of 
Russian announcements of gradual troop 
pullbacks with “objective indicators.”

“This is not confirmed either by 
Ukrainian intelligence data or by the data of 
the intelligence communities of our strate-
gic partners,” Mr. Reznikov said on February 
16. “Withdrawal of people is not enough – 
weapons and equipment must also leave.”

U.S. President Joe Biden told reporters 
on the White House lawn on February 17 
that he also still sees the probability of a 
further Russian invasion as “very high.”

The U.S., Britain and EU have promised 
unspecified and more stiff sanctions on 
Russia should an offensive take place. 

Defiance

Ukraine has remained defiant in the face 
of the increasing Russian threat and Mr. 

Zelenskyy signed a decree to designate 
February 16 the day of national unity. 

A 200-meter long blue-and-yellow 
national flag was unfurled in Kyiv’s Olympic 
Stadium that day. School activities were 
held with the national anthem spoken. A 
roving train covered with the national flag 
made stops in central and eastern Ukraine. 
The president visited Rivne and the Azov 
Sea coastal city of Mariupol in Donetsk 
Oblast during the working holiday. 

He later released an eight-minute video 
referring to Ukraine as a “great nation of a 
great country” while urging calm and 
stressing “we are strong.”

Ukraine’s military says it is ready “for 
any scenario” that should arise. 

OSCE meeting on Russia

Ukraine also called an urgent meeting 
on the security situation at the Vienna-
based Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE). Kyiv trig-
gered a clause in the 2011 Vienna docu-
ment on risk reduction measures after 
Russia failed to adhere to the document for 
not providing a response within a 48-hour 
time frame regarding its military maneu-
vers near Ukraine’s borders. 

“The United States welcomes the deci-
sion by Ukraine to call for this meeting,” the 
U.S. mission to the OSCE said. “Ukraine is 
well within its rights under Chapter III, 
paragraph 16.2 of the Vienna Document to 
ask for detailed information on the goals of 
the Russian Federation’s large-scale and 
highly unusual military buildup on the bor-
ders of Ukraine, in Belarus, and in occupied 
Crimea.”

Russia failed to adhere to the Vienna 
document in 2014 after Ukraine made the 
same request. In the wake of the Euro-
Maidan revolution that year, Kyiv noted 
that Russia was massing troops to the east. 
By March 2014, Russia had forcibly taken 
over the Crimean Peninsula. 

Speaking at NATO headquarters in 
Brussels, U.S. Defense Secretary Lloyd 
Austin also said he sees that additional 
Russian troops from among 150,000 mov-
ing “have moved even closer to the 
[Ukrainian] border.”

“I myself was a soldier not so long ago 
and I know that you will not take this kind 
of action without a reason. ... Therefore, we, 
together with the allies, will remain vigi-
lant,” Mr. Austin said.

(Continued from page 1)

Russia moves...

(Continued on page 19)
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Russia’s campaign of disinformation has 
been an integral component of Russia’s mul-
tidimensional, or hybrid, war against 
Ukraine and, indeed, its efforts to undermine 
the United States and its allies and partners. 
Let me touch upon just some aspects of the 
U.S. government’s response and how this 
campaign is playing out in the U.S.

While there is no doubt that the United 
States should be devoting substantially 
more resources in building up our own 
information infrastructure, the government 
is becoming more active and savvier in shin-
ing the spotlight on and countering Russia’s 
false narratives. In the last few months, we 
have seen a growing and vigorous push back 
from the White House, State Department, 
Department of Defense and Congress. This 
has taken many forms, among them state-
ments, remarks, press briefings, media 
appearances and hearings. They all demon-
strate resolute support for Ukraine’s sover-
eignty and territorial integrity. They call out 
Russia as the aggressor and underscore that 
neither Ukraine nor NATO pose any threat 
to Russia, in contrast to what Russian propa-
ganda would have one believe.

To cite just one example that I think was 
particularly pithy and effective – White 
House press secretary Jen Psaki’s response 
to a question at a daily briefing earlier this 
month: “When the fox is screaming from the 
top of the henhouse that he’s scared of the 
chickens, which is essentially what they’re 
doing, that fear isn’t reported as a statement 
of fact,” “…As you watch [Russian] President 
[Vladimir] Putin screaming about the fear of 
Ukraine and the Ukrainians, that should not 
be reported as a statement of fact.” Readily 
understandable messages such as this one 
should be disseminated far and wide, 
including on social media.

A welcome example of countering 
Moscow’s disinformation are the State 
Department’s recently released fact sheets 
titled “United with Ukraine” and “Disarming 
Disinformation: Our Shared Responsibility,” 
which are prominently displayed on the 
homepage of the State Department’s web-
site, www.state.gov. A valuable resource for 
countering Moscow’s brazen lies and half-
truths, they provide worthwhile informa-
tion to help counter Russia’s false narra-
tives. They also provide useful facts about 
U.S. support for Ukraine’s sovereignty and 
territorial integrity, democracy, economy 
and culture, as well as information about 
the consequences of Russia’s aggression for 
Ukraine and beyond. One practical way that 
we all can help counter the Kremlin’s disin-
formation campaign is by familiarizing our-
selves with and disseminating these fact-
sheets. Other helpful government resources 
include excellent, concise statements by the 
U.S. Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) mission, 
which are delivered every week at the OSCE 
Permanent Council in Vienna.

Another new and clever tool of informa-
tion warfare by the U.S. is designed to make 
it harder for Mr. Putin to justify an invasion. 
This has included exposing possible “false-
flag” operations that would create pretexts 
for a Russian invasion. One such plan was 
to create a fake graphic video, complete 
with corpses and actors, purportedly show-
ing Ukrainians attacking Russians.

The last few months have seen unprece-
dented attention to Ukraine not only from 
the U.S. government, but the media and 
society at large. Russia’s threats of invasion 

have dominated the news. While some of 
the reporting in print and electronic media 
has been sloppy and superficial, most of it 
has reflected solid reporting and analysis. 
Having a print and electronic media on-the-
ground presence in Ukraine itself helps 
expose Ukraine’s side of the story and pro-
vides for more insightful reporting. Most 
editorials, op-eds and print, radio and tv 
commentary and appearances by opinion-
leaders and experts have been favorably 
disposed toward Ukraine and highly critical 
of Mr. Putin.

Even so, it is necessary to keep challeng-
ing what back during the Cold War were 
called “useful idiots” – those in the media 
who are spreading Russian disinformation 
and essentially parroting Russian talking 
points. Many come from the populist right 
– most notoriously, Tucker Carlson, whose 
latest absurd claim was that Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy is a dicta-
tor – but there are also some on the left. 
These views stand in sharp contrast with 
those of traditional conservatives who tend 
to be hardline on Russia and supportive of 
Ukraine, as well as the vast majority of 
those on the moderate and liberal side of 
the political spectrum. So far, these pro-
Putin cheerleaders are a minority and their 
messages have not had much resonance. 
Certainly not where it counts, including in 
the U.S. Congress.

Even in Congress there are a few outli-
ers, such as Sen. Josh Hawley (R-Mont.), 
who has urged the administration of U.S. 
President Joe Biden to drop support for 
Ukraine’s eventual membership in NATO. 
But the traditional strong bipartisan sup-
port against Russia’s malign activity 
remains intact. In fact, the debate within 
Congress is not about whether to provide 
more military assistance to Ukraine or not. 
And it is not about whether to legislate 
crippling sanctions against Russia or not. 
Instead, it centers on the extent and timing 
of sanctions against Moscow, with 
Republicans advocating an arguably even 
more assertive approach.

Most Americans are not buying Russia’s 
false narratives and stand with Ukraine. 
There is considerable sympathy toward 
Ukraine and most Americans understand 
precisely who the aggressor is and who is 
the victim. More and more Americans also 
recognize that Ukrainians and Russians are 
not one people, as Mr. Putin would have one 
think, although some of the media could do 
a better job in highlighting the distinctions.

According to recent opinion polls, the 
American people back Mr. Biden’s approach 
on Ukraine focusing on both diplomacy and 
robust deterrence measures. Majorities 
favor tough sanctions on Russia and assis-
tance to Ukraine. Russian disinformation 
efforts here in the U.S. have thus far not 
yielded many results, especially when mea-
sured against the considerable resources 
the Kremlin has employed to this end. But 
one cannot take anything for granted. We 
need to build on the recent positive steps 
and amplify our counter-disinformation to 
a larger audience, including the Russian 
people. And we need to do more to assist 
Ukraine in its war against Russian disinfor-
mation as here, too, Ukraine is on the front 
lines in the global war for freedom, democ-
racy, the truth and what is right.

Is Russia’s disinformation war working?

Dear Editor:

Congratulations on your ongoing excel-
lent coverage of the Ukraine-Russia crisis. 
Special thanks for printing the recent com-
mentary “Putin has already won this war” 
by Prof. Lubomyr Luciuk (January 30), high-
lighting the betrayal of Ukraine by the West 
with the 1994 Budapest Memoran dum.

Also noteworthy in that same issue is 
Irene Jarosewich’s commentary, “Just 
because it does not go boom,” focusing on 
the often-ignored but very critical area of 
Russian aggression against Ukraine using 
non-military tactics.

Leo Iwaskiw
Philadelphia

Congratulations for ongoing excellent coverage

 LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Orest Deychakiwsky may be reached at 
odeychak@gmail.com.

by Mike Eckel
RFE/RL

It was a large-scale Russian military 
invasion of Ukraine involving around 
130,000 military personnel, mainly from 
the 20th and 8th Combined Arms Armies.

Paratroopers from the 76th and 98th Air 
Assault Divisions crossed the Ukrainian 
border from the north, headed toward 
Kharkiv. From the southeast, units includ-
ing the 7th and 106th Air Assault Divisions 
moved to seize the entirety of the already 
partly occupied Donetsk and Luhansk 
regions, and then move as far west as the 
outskirts of Dnipro, another major city. 
Smaller special operations units – spetsnaz 
– were also deployed.

Railway choke points leading to the 
Ukrainian borders hampered full deploy-
ment, but still, the advance units were fol-
lowed in rolling waves by multiple regi-
ments with thousands of troops over the 
next 10 days.

The goal? “Seizure of parts of Ukraine for 
incorporation into the Russian state.”

The scenario, published more than 18 
months ago, was part of a war-game exer-
cise conducted by the Rand Corporation, a 
U.S. think tank. Though not a comprehen-
sive analysis, it’s a snapshot of Russia’s mil-
itary capabilities in eastern Ukraine, where 
in reality, just across the border, as many as 
175,000 Russian troops may be gathered in 
the coming weeks.

And while the Rand report and more 
recent military analyses have examined 
Russian operational tactics, far fewer have 
looked at the other side of the coin: How 
long could Ukraine’s armed forces hold out 
against a bigger, more powerful military 
force like Russia’s?

“Russia will find them a determined, 
robust and enduring army, whatever 
[Russian President Vladimir] Putin chooses 
to do,” said Glen Grant, a retired British 
Army artillery officer who served as an 
adviser to the Ukrainian military.

“The threat has been going on for eight 
years. We have not ruled this out since 
2014. This is war, this is Russia. Russia 
should be expected to exploit any situation 
at any moment,” Gen. Oleksandr Pavlyuk, 
commander of the Joint Operation Forces 
fighting the separatists, said in an interview 
with the Donbas.Realities desk of RFE/RL’s 
Ukrainian Service.

War broke out in Ukraine’s eastern 
Donbas region in April 2014, just a couple 
of months after months of street protests in 
Kyiv exploded in violent police clashes. 
That led to the ouster of the country’s 
Moscow-friendly president, who fled to 
Russia.

In the months that followed, Kyiv’s “Anti-
Terrorism Operation” – a mixture of govern-
ment troops and volunteer militias, often 
privately funded – had initial successes 
against Kremlin-backed separatist forces.

By late summer, however, Russia had 
increased its deployment of unmarked mil-
itary intelligence and even regular troops, 
resulting in several major defeats for 
Ukrainian forces, including one in the city 
of Ilovaisk that August.

Those losses highlighted the weak state 
of Ukraine’s military, which had been hol-
lowed out by years of underfunding and 
corruption.

Problems included outdated equipment, 
new equipment sold off for kickbacks, offi-
cers forced to cover their meager salaries 
with outside business deals, and vehicles 
and helicopters lacking fuel or spare parts. 
Ukrainian children held bake sales to raise 
money for troops.

“Our army has been systematically 
destroyed and disarmed, and its best per-
sonnel dismissed,” Deputy Defense 
Minister Petro Mehed told reporters in 
April 2014.

Since that time, the Ukrainian military 
has improved, though experts disagree 
how broad and deep the improvements 
are, and how much is possible when a 
country is still technically at war.

Aging weaponry, outdated equipment

Saddled with aging Soviet weaponry and 
outdated equipment, Ukraine has sought to 
upgrade its armaments, and the United 
States has become the largest single suppli-
er of lethal and nonlethal weaponry over 
the past seven years.

The aid, totaling more than $2.5 billion, 
includes things like counter-artillery 
radars, drones, flak jackets, night-vision 
goggles and armed patrol boats. It has also 
included sophisticated Javelin anti-tank 
missiles, which would potentially give 
Ukrainian troops a small battlefield advan-
tage against Russian tanks.

In November, the United States delivered 
about 88 tons of ammunition, including 
nearly three dozen Javelin launchers, and 
180 missiles. The new defense budget that 
the U.S. Congress passed this week includes 
$300 million for the Ukraine Security 
Assistance Initiative.

Along with other NATO officers, the 
United States has also tried to improve 
training for Ukrainian forces; more than 
150 troops from the Florida National 
Guard’s 53rd Infantry Brigade Combat 
Team are currently in the country.

“The big challenge as I see it is not the 
military but the political,” Mr. Grant told 
RFE/RL in an e-mail. “There is little faith in 
the country that the president, as com-
mander-in-chief of the armed forces and 
his administration, are as prepared, 
thoughtful and robust as the army and pop-
ulation at large. Much will depend upon 
what sort of attack [Mr.] Putin decides to 
follow. There is no appetite in the country 
for political surrender.”

How long could Ukraine hold out 
against a new Russian invasion?

(Continued on page 17)
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Experts discuss techniques to counter Russian disinformation

by Roman Tymotsko

LVIV – Ukrainians around the country united for flag-
raising, collective anthem performances and other activi-
ties on the newly-established Unity Day on February 16.

Two days earlier, amid news of rising pressure on the 
border with Russia, Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy addressed the nation and announced that he 
signed the decree on the new national holiday.

“We are told that February 16 will be the day of the 
attack,” Mr. Zelenskyy said during his address on February 
14. “We will make it the Day of Unity. On this day, we will 
hoist national flags, put on blue and yellow ribbons and 
show the world our unity.”

Per the president’s decree, the Ukrainian flag must be 
raised on buildings in Ukraine’s major cities and Ukraine’s 
national anthem is to be performed at 10 a.m. throughout 
the country on Unity Day. Ukraine’s foreign embassies are 
expected to hold relevant events to unite and support 
Ukraine.

Mr. Zelenskyy said the day was created to strengthen the 
bonds between Ukrainians, and to help the country unite in 
its effort to counter growing hybrid threats to Ukraine. 
Those threats include the use of propaganda, as well as 
psychological pressure that Russia has tried to use to 
undermine Ukrainian public consciousness.

In addition, on February 15, the Cabinet of Ministers 
approved an action plan to mark Unity Day. Prime Minister 
Denys Shmyhal said that, at Mr. Zelenskyy’s initiative, pay-
ments to service members in the Armed Forces would 
grow by 30 percent starting on March 1. In addition, the 
financial support for the State Border Guard Service and 
the National Guard will increase by 20 percent, as of the 
beginning of 2022.

Following Mr. Zelenskyy’s decree on Unity Day, local 
authorities began to prepare for the new holiday. Having 
only one full day to prepare, local governments managed to 
organize flag-raising events and the signing of the national 
anthem.

Some regions recommended that all schools within the 
region should conduct their own events. They suggested 
that, for instance, individuals wear vyshyvanka (embroi-
dered national shirts) to school, paint patriotic pictures 
and hold class lessons on unity.

Areas with a high levels of COVID-19 cases held some 
school events online. One class in Kyiv wanted to record an 
anthem performed by students, but they sang the anthem 
five times in a row due to technical issues.

On the Day of Unity, February 16, Mr. Zelenskyy took part 
in a ceremony that included the raising of the Ukrainian flag. 
As an orchestra performed the national anthem, an honor 
guard raised Ukraine’s blue and yellow flag.

“Together we mark the day of unity – the unity of a great 
people of a great Ukraine! This day is ours for those who 
live on the right and left banks of the Dnieper, in cities and 
villages, on the coast of the Black Sea and the Sea of Azov, 
who speak Ukrainian, Crimean Tatar, Russian, Hungarian 
or [use] sign language – together we create Ukraine. Not in 
words, but in deeds!” Mr. Zelenskyy said.

In Mariupol Mr. Zelenskyy met with servicemen and law 
enforcement officers who defend Ukraine’s sovereignty 
and territorial integrity. Diplomatic representatives of for-
eign countries also attended the event.

The president stressed that the country is ready to over-
come any threats, whether they be political and military.

“We are not afraid of any predictions. We are not afraid 
of any people, any enemies. We are not afraid of any dates, 
because we will defend ourselves on February 16, 17, 
March and April, September and December – days and 
months are not important,” Mr. Zelenskyy said. “The year is 
important: this is 2022, not 2014. This is an important dif-
ference. The war has been going on for eight years. We 
have become just as many times stronger. Without you, 
there would be no state! Without you, this land would not 
exist. There will be no freedom on this land and no future 
without you.”

The president noted that the Armed Forces of Ukraine, 
Ukrainian diplomats, volunteers and the national resis-
tance forces of the whole country inspire Ukrainians to 
defend their land, not give in to provocations and “over-

by Adrian Karmazyn

WASHINGTON – “No country, no popula-
tion has been as heavily targeted” by 
Russian disinformation as have Ukraine 
and the Ukrainian people, Jonathan Katz, a 
senior fellow at the German Marshall Fund 
(GMF), said during a virtual Transatlantic 
Task Force on Ukraine online discussion on 
February 8 about countering Moscow’s 
information warfare.

Although it is Russia that has militarily 
occupied the Crimean Peninsula, waged a 
deadly war in the Donbas and amassed 
some 150,000 troops on Ukraine’s border, 
Russian President Vladimir Putin and his 
propaganda machine assert that the United 
States, NATO and Ukraine are the aggres-
sors.

That’s a prime example of the type of 
disinformation that the Russian leader and 
his “cronies” engage in, said Mr. Katz, while, 
in fact, “[Mr.] Putin is the aggressor and we 
know the Kremlin has no interest in de-
escalation given its designs on Ukraine and 
desire to break the transatlantic alliance 
and security.”  

What has been the response of Ukraine 
and its Western partners to the latest surge 
in Russia’s disinformation?

Orest Deychakiwsky, a former senior 
advisor at the Helsinki Commission, noted 
the “vigorous pushback” from the White 
House, State Department, Department of 
Defense and in Congress, calling out Russia 
as the aggressor.

He talked about the importance of “shin-
ing the light” on Russia’s false narratives, 

such as when Moscow mendaciously claims 
it fears an attack from Ukraine, and empha-
sized the value of documents like the State 
Department’s recently released United with 
Ukraine, Disarming Disinformation and 
other fact sheets.

“They are a tremendous resource for 
countering Moscow’s misstatements, half-
truths and outright brazen lies,” Mr. 
Deychakiwsky said.

Another effective tool in calling out 
Moscow, he added, has been the exposure 
of their planned “false-flag operations” 
designed to create pretexts for a Russian 
invasion of Ukraine.

Bret Schafer, who tracks Russian disin-
formation at the GMF’s Alliance for 
Securing Democracy, said that, although 
Moscow’s false narratives have not 
changed much in recent years, they have 
certainly intensified amidst the recent 
Russian military escalation.

Some of the major themes of Russian 
disinformation, he said, include the follow-
ing: all Ukrainians are neo-Nazis, Ukraine 
and NATO are the aggressors and Russia 
does not want a war.

The U.S. is now much better at counter-
ing Russian disinformation than it was in 
2014, said Mr. Schafer, but the Russians are 
still ahead, for example, in terms of exploit-
ing algorithms in Google search queries in 
ways that lead users to sources of disinfor-
mation.

For a Ukrainian perspective on the disin-
formation issue, co-moderator Oksana 

Velychko of the Reanimation Package of 
Reforms turned to several Ukrainian 
experts for their insights. 

Yevhenia Kravchuk, a member of parlia-
ment from President Volodymyr Zelens-
kyy’s Servant of the People party, outlined 
ongoing and recent measures taken by the 
government to combat disinformation.

She noted the importance of the new 
Center for Strategic Communication within 
the Ministry of Culture and Information 
Policy, which helps expose Russian infor-
mational provocations. According the cen-
ter’s website, it is charged with responding 
to information threats, supporting 
Ukrainian narratives and strengthening 
cooperation with countries facing similar 
challenges.  

Ms. Kravchuk also highlighted the 
Ukrainian government’s support for media 
literacy programs, particularly within the 
educational curriculum, to help students 
understand how to recognize “fakes” and 
be more discerning consumers of news. 
She also talked about efforts to provide 
more targeted news programming for the 
population in Russia-occupied Crimea, and 
the Donetsk and Luhansk regions of 
Ukraine.

Ms. Kravchuk, who is the deputy chair of 
the parliamentary committee on humani-
tarian and information policy, acknowl-
edged the importance of Western assis-
tance in media development and counter- Individuals took part in a virtual Transatlantic Task Force on Ukraine online discus-

sion on February 8 that sought to highlight techniques that people can use to counter 
Russian disinformation warfare.

Adrian Karmazyn

(Continued on page 16)

Ukrainians celebrated the newly-created Unity Day in Lviv on February 16.
Lviv Regional State Administration

Zelenskyy announces Unity Day amid continued threat of new Russian invasion

(Continued on page 16)
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Whither the oligarchs? Amid Russia crisis, fears for Ukraine’s struggle to uproot corruption
by Mike Eckel

RFE/RL

KYIV – The jets – private, elite and char-
tered – were clearly seen on the flight 
trackers, as was the direction they were 
headed in: out of Ukraine, toward the West, 
away from a country facing the threat of a 
major new Russian invasion.

That so many were flying out of Kyiv on 
February 13 – around 20 documented by 
Ukrainska Pravda’s sharp-eyed reporters – 
was notable.

Equally notable were the reported own-
ers: the business tycoons, commonly 
known as “oligarchs,” whose wealth and 
power have long been both a symbol of 
Ukrainian capitalism and a millstone 
around the effort to clean up its reputation 
for corruption.

With what the White House says is more 
than 150,000 troops and powerful weapon-
ry positioned along its borders, not to men-
tion a flotilla of naval landing ships off its 
Black Sea coast, Ukraine could be plunged 
deeper into a devastating war, which would 
come on top of the simmering conflict with 
Russia-backed separatists that’s been 
waged since 2014 in the eastern Donbas 
region.

Buried in the calls for Ukrainian solidari-
ty in the face of Russian threats, and in the 
calls for help from the West, is the suspi-
cion that the efforts by Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy’s government to 
uproot corruption may sputter even more 
than they already have.

Or even worse: that Mr. Zelenskyy’s gov-
ernment is dragging its feet on following 
through with the reforms.

The goals of the overall reforms include 
diminishing the power of the oligarchs, a 
list whose best-known names include Rinat 
Akhmetov, Viktor Pinchuk, Dmytro Firtash, 
Viktor Medvedchuk, and perhaps most 
prominently, Ihor Kolomoisky. Lesser-
known figures include agrobusiness tycoon 
Vadym Nesterenko, shipping magnate 
Andriy Stavnitser, billionaire lawmaker 
Ihor Abramovich and metals magnate 
Vadym Novynskiy.

“Because of war and all these threats, the 
focus on our international partners’ atten-
tion is on Russia, and that means we are los-
ing leverage from our international part-
ners,” said Daria Kalenyuk, executive direc-
tor of the Anticorruption Action Center, a 
Kyiv nongovernmental organization.

“Ukraine still needs financial support. 
We are losing a lot because of Russia, and 
the buildup, but it should not be uncondi-
tional support. There has to be conditional-
ity, it has to be linked at least to make sure 
the reforms of the last eight years are not 
reversed,” she said. “We shouldn’t lose 

internal focus on internal reforms.”
The 2013-2014 Euro-Maidan movement 

– the peaceful street protests that culminat-
ed in violent clashes and in the flight of 
President Viktor Yanukovych – was fueled 
in large part by widespread disgust among 
Ukrainians with the country’s corruption 
problem, not to mention the powerful oli-
garchs, several of whom were key backers 
of Mr. Yanukovych and his Party of Regions.

Under President Petro Poroshenko, who 
won election later in 2014, and under 
major pressure from Western donors, the 
government pushed through two major 
projects. The first was the establishment of 
formal investigative agencies like the 
National Anticorruption Bureau of Ukraine, 
or NABU, which proves corruption and pre-
pares cases for prosecution.

The second was a push to streamline 
and improve corporate governance, in par-
ticular at state-owned companies, which 
occupy a major part of the Ukrainian econ-
omy.

But Mr. Poroshenko was seen by critics 
as being slow to make fundamental chang-
es, or go after powerful officials seen as cor-
rupt, including the country’s chief prosecu-
tor.

Ukraine’s oligarchs each have their par-
ticular characteristics, Ms. Kalenyuk said.

“But the common factor is their wealth,” 
she said. “If they want to support pro-Rus-
sian politicians to benefit their wealth, they 
will do that. That is something that is com-
mon for all of the oligarchs.”

“Also, they all rely heavily on the West,” 
she said.

Servant of the People

In 2019, Mr. Zelenskyy won the presi-
dency by a landslide over Mr. Poroshenko 
after campaigning on pledges to end the 
conflict with Russia and to tackle the cor-
ruption and bureaucracy that has ham-
strung the economy and hurt living stan-
dards.

Results have been mixed at best, and 
there is growing suspicion that Zelenskyy 
administration officials may be undermin-
ing those efforts themselves.

Transparency International said in its 
latest report released last month that there 
had been “no progress” and the country’s 
rating had even slipped slightly. “Too many 
urgent anti-corruption tasks are delayed, 
frozen, or postponed indefinitely,” the orga-
nization said.

Two spokespeople for Mr. Zelenskyy’s 
administration did not immediately 
respond to queries from RFE/RL for this 
article. In the past, administration officials 
have said they are committed to reforms 
and denied seeking to slow or stop them.

In September, lawmakers in parliament, 

where Mr. Zelenskyy’s party, Servant of the 
People, holds a majority, passed a law that 
allows the National Defense and Security 
Council to establish a definition of what an 
oligarch is.

Criteria include the level of influence 
over media, control of any monopoly-like 
company, political activity and net worth. A 
person deemed to be an oligarch will be 
banned from funding political parties or 
holding government posts or participating 
in privatization auctions of state compa-
nies. They will also be required to disclose 
assets.

Activists and campaigners said that the 
law was mainly window dressing and that 
other anti-corruption drives are being qui-
etly thwarted, such as the effort to choose 
the new head of the Specialized Anticor-
ruption Prosecutor’s Office.

The process, which should have taken 
just a few months, has now lasted more 
than a year due to repeated failures to gath-
er a quorum and administrative problems.

“The requirements the law would 
impose are more insulting than ruinous for 
the men who consider themselves the own-
ers of Ukraine,” commentator Konstantin 
Skorkin wrote in an article for the Carnegie 
Moscow Center. “[Mr.] Zelenskyy wants not 
so much to dispossess them of their busi-
ness empires as to put them in their place, 
to show them that the president is no oli-
garch’s puppet.”

Picking fights

For Mr. Zelenskyy, the easiest fight to 
pick was with Mr. Medvedchuk, who owned 
three television stations which often pro-
moted Russia-friendly narratives. And Mr. 
Medvedchuk has a personal relationship 
with Russian President Vladimir Putin, who 
is the godfather of his daughter.

The United States imposed sanctions on 
Mr. Medvedchuk in 2014, accusing him of 
undermining democracy in Ukraine. In 
February 2021, Mr. Zelenskyy’s administra-
tion moved to shut down his television sta-
tions, and a month later, Ukrainian prosecu-
tors put him under house arrest.

Amid an outcry from critics who charged 
that Mr. Zelenskyy was suppressing free-
dom of speech, U.S. and Western officials 
have said little publicly to condemn the 
television stations’ shutdown, justifying it 
by saying Mr. Medvedchuk’s stations were a 
conduit for Russian disinformation.

Prosecutors have launched a treason 
case against Mr. Poroshenko, who is also 
widely considered an oligarch due to his 
wealth from the large chocolate and candy 
corporation he founded. He and his sup-
porters contend that the allegations are 
politically motivated.

The harder fight for Mr. Zelenskyy has 
been with Mr. Kolomoisky, who has backed 

Mr. Zelenskyy’s political party, and whose 
television station supported Mr. Zelenskyy 
in his presidential bid.

In the early years of the war in the 
Donbas, Mr. Kolomoisky financed one of 
best-known and most effective militias in 
the east. But in 2016, Mr. Kolomoisky’s 
bank, Privatbank, collapsed amid accusa-
tions of embezzlement and fraud, a failure 
that resulted in a more-than-$5 billion bail-
out by the Ukrainian government.

The U.S. government sanctioned Mr. 
Kolomoisky in 2021; he also faces U.S. 
Justice Department charges that he misap-
propriated Privatbank funds to invest in 
commercial real estate in Cleveland, Ohio.

In a rare interview published on 
February 15, Mr. Kolomoisky asserted that 
he no longer communicates with Mr. 
Zelens kyy.

“The man has chosen his path; he is the 
president of the country. He has his vision, 
program, plans,” he was quoted as saying. 
“Communicating with me gives him only a 
minus.”

Mr. Kolomoisky also praised the law, say-
ing it would force fellow oligarchs to dis-
close and justify where their money comes 
from, for both local and foreign banks.

A day after Ukrainska Pravda published 
its findings on the chartered jets leaving 
Ukraine, Mr. Zelenskyy spoke publicly, call-
ing for solidarity among all Ukrainians in 
the face of Russian threats.

And he accused lawmakers, as well as 
unnamed business leaders, of fleeing the 
country in the face of a potential imminent 
assault by Russian forces.

Akhmetov’s return

The following day, Mr. Akhmetov, whose 
metals business empire has made him 
Ukraine’s wealthiest man, returned to the 
country, and then traveled to the port city 
of Mariupol, near the front line in the 
Donbas war, where his company has two 
factories. His spokeswoman, Anna Terekho-
va, posted a picture on Facebook of him, 
along with Mr. Novynskiy, who is also a 
member of parliament.

In recent months, there’s been growing 
visible tension between the government 
and Mr. Akhmetov’s businesses. Earlier this 
month his metals company, Metinvest BV, 
was raided by tax investigators. And in 
November, the government abruptly with-
held a $115-million payment to an energy 
company controlled by Mr. Akhmetov – a 
move the company called “shocking.”

Meantime, the Ukraina 24 television 
channel, which is owned by Mr. Akhmetov, 
has drawn scrutiny in recent months for 
hosting people who were pointedly critical 
of Mr. Zelenskyy.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy (center) meets in Kyiv with Ihor 
Kolomoisky (second from the right), an oligarch whose television station supported 

Mr. Zelenskyy’s successful election bid in 2019.

Office of the President of Ukraine

Petro Poroshenko addresses his supporters in front of a court in Kyiv prior to pro-
ceedings on charges of high treason against the former president, which began earlier 

this year.

Press service of Petro Poroshenko

(Continued on page 16)
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since some companies and embassies as well as civilians 
are moving there for its perceived insulation from a possi-
ble fuller-scale war with Russia.

Overall, the country’s economic fundamentals are still 
solid “and there is no panic and Kyiv is really calm,” Serhiy 
Fursa, deputy director of Kyiv-based Dragon Capital invest-
ment company, told The Ukrainian Weekly. “The banking 
system is doing okay; the hryvnia devaluation is not so big 
… but inflation is problematic.”

Still, by threatening large-scale war, Russian President 
Vladimir “Putin is already causing the country great eco-
nomic losses,” wrote Swedish economist Anders Aslund for 
the Washington-based Atlantic Monthly.

Ukraine entered the year with over $30 billion in hard 
currency reserves – enough for about five months of 
imports. Also, public debt is below 50 percent of gross 
domestic product. Since foreign direct investment has been 
historically low, Mr. Fursa noted that new investments 
being cancelled won’t affect the economy that much.

“You can’t lose something if you don’t have it,” he said.
As Russia started surrounding Ukraine from three sides 

last year with forces that today number about 150,000 
well-equip ped troops, Ukraine’s yearly Eurobond yields 
have at times spiked to above 10 percent.

“Neither the Ukrainian government nor large Ukrainian 
companies can issue international bonds any longer,” Mr. 
Aslund said.

This year, Ukraine needs to pay back $8.5 billion in debt 
and still has $2.2 billion remaining to draw from the 
Washington-based International Monetary Fund (IMF). 
Overall, according to Mr. Aslund, Kyiv has so far received 
$6.4 billion in loans from the United States, EU, Canada, 
France and other countries.

“If deterrence activity and the threat of war – amplified 
in the West – undermine the Ukrainian economy, then this 
too can create a political crisis,” the London-based Royal 
United Services Institute for Defense and Security Studies 
said in an analysis of the situation.

And if the Russian threat lingers for months, Ukraine’s 
economy would feel heightened pressure, which is what Mr. 
Fursa fears if businesses start relocating out of the country. 
The information technology sector, which feeds the econo-
my about $7 billion a year, is also a concern, he said.

Last year, Ukraine’s economy was worth almost $200 bil-
lion, but inflation coupled with high energy prices ate away 
at economic growth, slowing it to about 3 percent in 2021.

Rising prices for energy inputs translate to rising costs 
for food production. For example, as the price of fertilizer 
has increased, so has the price for dairy products, which 
ultimately affects the price of consumer goods.

Thus, if Russia’s military pressure lasts for months, “it 
will harm the economy,” Mr. Fursa said.

This is one reason why Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy has called on the West to impose pre-emptive 
sanctions on Russia.

Ukrainians have felt the economic impact of Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine in 2014, when it seized the Crimean 
Peninsula and parts of the easternmost regions of Luhansk 

and Donetsk. Kyiv lost valuable offshore oil and gas assets in 
the Black Sea and lost control of industrial metal mining 
plants in the Donbas.

Sanctions implemented at that time did not have a sig-
nificant impact on Russia, but Ukraine ended up losing 
$280 billion in potential output through 2020 as a result of 
the ongoing war, the London-based Center for Economics 
and Business Research said earlier this month.

Mr. Fursa said this economic situation was like “having a 
neighbor who robbed and beat you, who still smiles in your 
face and isn’t in jail,” he said. “Now that same neighbor says 
he will rob and beat you again.”

Danish Foreign Affairs Minister Jeppe Kofod lays a 
bouquet of flowers to the monument of fallen Ukrainian 

soldiers in downtown Kyiv on February 16.

A day care center in the frontline town of Stanytsia-
Luhanska in Luhansk Oblast in Ukraine suffered artil-
lery shelling from the Russian-armed and led forces on 

the morning of February 17.

Twitter.com/JeppeKofod

Joint Forces Operation of Ukraine

(Continued from page 1)
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Secretary of State Antony Blinken told 
the U.N. Security Council that Russia is “tak-
ing steps down the path to war” and that 
the only responsible way to resolve the cri-
sis over its troop buildup near Ukraine is 
diplomacy.

The U.S. chief diplomat warned that 
Russian forces are preparing to launch an 
attack against Ukraine in the “coming days,” 
and it likely would be preceded by fake or 
real attacks that would give it a pretext to 
invade. He said the targets include the capi-
tal, Kyiv, a city of 2.8 million people.

Mr. Blinken said he wanted to speak to 
the council on February 17 “not to start a 
war but to prevent one.” He said he would 
lay out the information in great detail “in 
hopes that by sharing what we know with 
the world … Russia will choose a different 
path.”

He also said he has asked for another in-
person meeting with Russian Foreign 
Affairs Minister Sergei Lavrov to take place 
next week in Europe and said Germany and 
France are standing by ready to take up 
negotiations on the conflict in eastern 
Ukraine following the Minsk accords.

If Russia wants diplomacy the United 
States and its allies “will give Moscow every 
opportunity for it to demonstrate that com-
mitment,” Mr. Blinken said.

Amid the rapid developments in the 
ongoing crisis over Russia’s troop buildup 
near the border with Ukraine, the website 
of the Russian Foreign Affairs Ministry 
went down, a ministry official told Reuters. 
The ministry said the website had been 
down for an hour due to technical issues, 
according to TASS.

Mr. Biden spoke after Ukraine and 
Russia-backed separatists in the east trad-
ed accusations of shelling across the cease-
fire line, with President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy accusing the separatist forces of 
shelling a kindergarten.

NATO Secretary General Jens Stolten-
berg told reporters after a two-day meeting 
of the alliance’s defense ministers in 
Brussels on February 17 that the Russians 
“have enough troops, enough capabilities to 
launch a full-fledged invasion of Ukraine 
with very little or no warning time.”

“That is what makes the situation so 
dangerous,” Mr. Stoltenberg added.

The Ukrainian military’s command cen-
ter in the east said separatists had, “with 
special cynicism,” fired heavy artillery at a 
village in the area controlled by Kyiv and 
“the shells hit a kindergarten,” wounding 
two adult civilians.

Mr. Zelenskyy said the shelling of the 
kindergarten was a “big provocation,” while 
British Prime Minister Boris Johnson called 
it a “false-flag” operation.

“A kindergarten was shelled in what we 
... know was a false-flag operation designed 
to discredit the Ukrainians, designed to cre-
ate a pretext, a spurious provocation for 
Russian action,” Mr. Johnson told British 
media.

Separatist authorities in the Luhansk 
region of Ukraine, in turn, claimed the 
Ukrainian side was shelling across the line 
of contact, describing it as a “large-scale 
provocation.”

Ukraine has been fighting separatists in 
the east since April 2014 in a conflict that 
has cost at least 13,200 lives.

British Foreign Affairs Secretary Liz 
Truss on February 17 warned that Russia 
was seeking to fabricate a pretext to invade 
Ukraine after Moscow said it was “con-
cerned” about the shelling.

“Reports of alleged abnormal military 
activity by Ukraine in Donbas are a blatant 
attempt by the Russian government to fab-
ricate pretexts for invasion. This is straight 
out of the Kremlin playbook,” Ms. Truss 
said on Twitter, adding that Britain would 
“continue to call out Russia’s disinforma-
tion campaign.”

NATO and several Western governments 
have said that Russia is continuing to beef 
up its military presence near the border 
with Ukraine despite Moscow’s “false” 
claims that it had started to withdraw 
troops from the area as frantic diplomatic 
efforts continue amid fears that Russia is 
about to invade its neighbor.

Russian officials said the pullback con-
tinued on February 17, but those claims 
appeared to be rebutted by satellite images 
from Maxar Technologies, a private U.S. 
company that has been tracking the buildup 
of Russian forces for weeks, which showed 
military equipment arriving even as some 
deployed near Ukraine’s border had been 
moved. The images show the building of a 
pontoon bridge in Belarus less than 6 kilo-
meters from the Ukrainian border.

“We have seen the opposite of some of 
the statements [from Moscow]. We have 
seen an increase of troops over the last 48 
hours, up to 7,000,” British Defense 
Secretary Ben Wallace said ahead of a meet-
ing of NATO defense ministers in Brussels.

Mr. Wallace’s comments were echoed by 
EU Commission chief Ursula von der Leyen, 
who said on February 17 that “we hear 
claims from Russia about pulling back 
troops but we have not seen any sign of de-
escalation on the ground.”

(Continued from page 1)
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“To the contrary, the buildup continues,” 
she told reporters in Brussels ahead of an 
extraordinary EU summit set to discuss the 
crisis.

Russia is using the troop buildup to 
coerce the United States and NATO into 
agreeing to sweeping security demands, 
including a ban on Ukraine’s membership 
in the Western alliance and a rollback of 
NATO’s advances in Central and Eastern 
Europe since the collapse of the Soviet 
Union.

The state TASS news agency quoted 
Russia’s Foreign Affairs Ministry as saying 
the responses delivered to the United States 
offer a chance for Washington to cooperate 
to develop a new “security equation” for 
Europe. It did not give any further details.

In Washington, a senior White House 
official slammed Moscow’s announcement 
of a withdrawal as “false,” telling journalists 
that Russia had increased its presence on 
the border with Ukraine by “as many as 
7,000 troops,” some of whom arrived on 
February 16.

The official, who requested anonymity, 
also warned that Russia could use “a false 

pretext” to attack Ukraine.
“We continue to receive indications they 

could launch a false pretext at any moment 
to justify an invasion,” the official said, add-
ing that while Moscow had said it wants to 
reach a diplomatic solution, its actions 
“indicate otherwise.”

Separately, State Department spokes-
man Ned Price said, “This is the Russian 
playbook, to paint a picture publicly ... 
while they do the opposite.”

As the West continued to question the 
veracity of Moscow”s statements, Russia on 
February 17 announced a new drawdown 
of military forces from the occupied 
Crimean Peninsula.

“Units of the southern military district 
that ended tactical exercises at training 
grounds on the Crimean Peninsula are 
returning by rail to their permanent bases,” 
the Defense Ministry said in a statement 
carried by Russian news agencies.

State-run television showed columns of 
military hardware crossing a recently-con-
structed bridge connecting the peninsula to 
the Russian mainland.

Ahead of a visit to Kyiv on February 17, 
Ms. Truss also warned that Mr. Putin could 
drag out the Ukraine crisis for months in an 
attempt to challenge Western unity.

“There is currently no evidence the 
Russians are withdrawing from border 
regions near Ukraine,” Ms. Truss wrote in 
The Daily Telegraph newspaper. “The 
Russian military buildup shows no signs of 
slowing.”

“We must have no illusions that Russia 
could drag this out much longer in a brazen 
ploy to spend weeks more – if not months – 
subverting Ukraine and challenging 
Western unity,” wrote Ms. Truss, who was 
due in Ukraine on February 17.

German Chancellor Olaf Scholz also said 
on February 16 that “the risk of a further 
military aggression by Russia” remains 
“high,” according to a statement issued fol-
lowing a phone call with U.S. President Joe 
Biden. Mr. Scholz met with Mr. Putin in the 
Kremlin earlier in the week.

The Kremlin has rejected it has any plan 
to invade Ukraine, calling the Western 
warnings hysterical war propaganda.

(With reporting by Reuters, AP, and AFP)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/russia-ukraine-
pullback-doubted/31707971.html).

The Ukrainian military’s command center in the east of Ukraine said separatists had, 
“with special cynicism,” fired heavy artillery on February 16 at a village in the area 
controlled by Kyiv and “the shells hit a kindergarten,” wounding two adult civilians. 

One shell left a crater outside the school.

Levko Stek, RadioSvoboda.org via RFE/RL

The shell-damaged school building in 
Luhansk Oblast, Ukraine, as seen on 

February 17.

Levko Stek, RadioSvoboda.org via RFE/RL
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Research provides data on number of Ukrainians in U.S. and cities
by Oleh Wolowyna

Ukraine is constantly in the news these 
days, and many of us are being interviewed 
by television, radio and print journalists. 
One question that comes up often during 
these interviews is how many persons of 
Ukrainian ancestry live in a given state or 
city, and how many of them are recent 
immigrants from Ukraine. The Center for 
Demographic and Socioeconomic Research 
of Ukrainians in the U.S. (Center) of the 
Shevchenko Scientific Society can provide 
these data for every state and most metro-
politan areas.

Table 1 lists the number of persons of 
Ukrainian ancestry in each state and the 
District of Columbia. It also includes the 
number of Fourth Wave immigrants and 
their percentage of all Ukrainians in the 
state. There were 1,128,000 persons of 
Ukrainian ancestry in the United States in 
2018, the latest year for which there is 
data. The recent immigration wave from 
Ukraine, also called the Fourth Wave, 
makes up 28 percent of all Ukrainians. 
New York has the largest number of 
Ukrainians with 170,000, followed by 
California with 135,000 and Pennsylvania 
with 111,000. Together with New Jersey, 
Washington state and Florida, these six 
states account for 55 percent of all 
Ukrainians in the U.S.

New York state has the largest number 
of Fourth Wave immigrants with 65,000, 
California with 53,000 and Washington 
state with 31,000. Washington state has the 

largest percent of Fourth Wave immigrants, 
45 percent, Oregon has 42 percent, 
California 40 percent, South Dakota 39 per-
cent and New York state 38 percent. South 
Dakota and New York illustrate the impor-
tance of examining both absolute and rela-
tive numbers. South Dakota has a larger 
percentage of Fourth Wave immigrants 
than New York, but has only 540 Fourth 
Wave immigrants, while New York has 
65,000 Fourth Wave immigrants.

Table 2 lists Metropolitan Areas (M.A.s) 
with at least 5,000 Ukrainians in 2018. The 
New York Metropolitan Area has the largest 
number of Ukrainians with 174,000, fol-
lowed by 114,000 who live outside any M.A. 
Chicago and Philadelphia M.A.s have about 
60,000 Ukrainians each. Seattle, Los 
Angeles, and Sacramento have nearly 
40,000 each. More than half of all 
Ukrainians are Fourth Wave immigrants in 
Sacramento and Jacksonville, Fla., followed 
by Seattle with 49 percent.

Data on Ukrainians in the U.S. are based 
on the following questions from the yearly 
American Community Surveys (ACS): a) 
what is this person’s ancestry; b) country of 
birth; c) language spoken at home besides 
English; d) year of immigration to the U.S. 
The ancestry question allows one to pro-
vide one or two ancestries when a person 
has mixed ancestry. Using these data, we 
define Ukrainian as a person who satisfies 
at least one of the following criteria: a) 
answered Ukrainian as the only, first or sec-
ond ancestry; b) was born in Ukraine; c) 
speaks Ukrainian at home. Recent immi-

Oleh Wolowyna is the Director of the 
Center for Demographic and Socioeconomic 
Research of Ukrainians in the U.S. at the 
Shevchenko Scientific Society.

 Table 1.- Number of Ukrainians by State  
and 4th wave immigrant status, 2018

 State  non-4th wave  4th wave  Sum   % 4th wave

 Alabama  1,867  978  2,845  34.4
 Alaska  2,407  536  2,944  18.2
 Arizona  13,440  1,904  15,344  12.4
 Arkansas  1,729  237  1,966  12.0
 California  81,320  53,358  134,678  39.6
 Colorado  12,776  4,369  17,145  25.5
 Connecticut  17,241  3,996  21,237  18.8
 Delaware  4,028  224  4,252  5.3
 District of Columbia  2,789  544  3,333  16.3
 Florida  47,819  17,930  65,749  27.3
 Georgia  12,159  4,028  16,187  24.9
 Hawaii  1,578  352  1,930  18.2
 Idaho  3,632  175  3,807  4.6
 Illinois  38,871  23,185  62,056  37.4
 Indiana  7,689  2,175  9,864  22.1
 Iowa  2,842  720  3,562  20.2
 Kansas  2,821  824  3,645  22.6
 Kentucky  3,409  989  4,398  22.5
 Louisiana  2,046  712  2,758  25.8
 Maine  1,610  74  1,684  4.4
 Maryland  20,415  5,582  25,997  21.5
 Massachusetts  19,264  10,516  29,779  35.3
 Michigan  32,291  4,259  36,550  11.7
 Minnesota  14,104  4,635  18,739  24.7
 Mississippi  635  222  858  25.9
 Missouri  5,819  2,821  8,640  32.7
 Montana  2,488  843  3,331  25.3
 Nebraska  1,887  985  2,872  34.3
 Nevada  4,885  1,726  6,611  26.1
 New Hampshire  4,484  527  5,011  10.5
 New Jersey  54,993  16,638  71,631  23.2
 New Mexico  2,066  217  2,283  9.5
 New York  105,061  64,868  169,929  38.2
 North Carolina  14,356  4,939  19,295  25.6
 North Dakota  3,916  313  4,229  7.4
 Ohio  36,857  8,211  45,068  18.2
 Oklahoma  2,588  997  3,585  27.8
 Oregon  12,223  8,704  20,927  41.6
 Pennsylvania  96,842  14,606  111,448  13.1
 Rhode island  3,663  575  4,238  13.6
 South Carolina  9,180  2,612  11,792  22.2
 South Dakota  848  540  1,388  38.9
 Tennessee  7,432  2,397  9,829  24.4
 Texas  18,412  5,888  24,300  24.2
 Utah  2,309  609  2,918  20.9
 Vermont  2,403  370  2,773  13.3
 Virginia  18,354  4,485  22,839  19.6
 Washington  37,352  30,919  68,271  45.3
 West Virginia  1,603  33  1,636  2.0
 Wisconsin  8,944  2,238  11,183  20.0
 Wyoming  512  88  600  14.6
 Total  808,259  319,674  1,127,934  28.3

 Table 2.- Number of Ukrainians by Metropolitan Area  
and 4th wave immigrant status, 2018

  Metropolitan Area
  non-4th  4th  

Sum
   % 4th

 wave wave  wave

 New York-Newark-Jersey City, NY-NJ-PA  101,176  72,696  173,872  41.8
 Not in identifiable area  96,126  18,165  114,291  15.9
 Chicago-Naperville-Elgin, IL-IN-WI  37,926  23,282  61,208  38.0
 Philadelphia-Camden-Wilmington, PA-NJ-DE-MD  48,268  11,276  59,544  18.9
 Seattle-Tacoma-Bellevue, WA  21,399  20,807  42,206  49.3
 Los Angeles-Long Beach-Anaheim, CA  24,611  14,421  39,031  36.9
 Sacramento--Roseville--Arden-Arcade, CA  15,883  21,553  37,436  57.6
 Portland-Vancouver-Hillsboro, OR-WA  13,814  12,496  26,310  47.5
 Washington-Arlington-Alexandria, DC-VA-MD-WV  20,169  5,216  25,386  20.5
 Detroit-Warren-Dearborn, MI  18,961  3,538  22,499  15.7
 Cleveland-Elyria, OH  17,755  4,627  22,383  20.7
 Boston-Cambridge-Newton, MA-NH  14,898  7,195  22,093  32.6
 San Francisco-Oakland-Hayward, CA  13,120  7,856  20,977  37.5
 Pittsburgh, PA  19,199  1,113  20,312  5.5
 Miami-Fort Lauderdale-West Palm Beach, FL  12,555  6,056  18,611  32.5
 Minneapolis-St. Paul-Bloomington, MN-WI  11,295  3,993  15,288  26.1
 Baltimore-Columbia-Towson, MD  10,484  2,665  13,149  20.3
 Atlanta-Sandy Springs-Roswell, GA  9,307  3,215  12,522  25.7
 Rochester, NY  9,468  1,983  11,451  17.3
 Allentown-Bethlehem-Easton, PA-NJ  11,340  109  11,449  1.0
 Phoenix-Mesa-Scottsdale, AZ  9,277  1,468  10,745  13.7
 Denver-Aurora-Lakewood, CO  7,753  2,811  10,564  26.6
 Tampa-St. Petersburg-Clearwater, FL  7,623  2,384  10,007  23.8
 San Diego-Carlsbad, CA  7,053  2,451  9,504  25.8
 San Jose-Sunnyvale-Santa Clara, CA  4,773  3,792  8,565  44.3
 Buffalo-Cheektowaga-Niagara Falls, NY  6,895  1,283  8,178  15.7
 Dallas-Fort Worth-Arlington, TX  5,352  2,072  7,424  27.9
 Albany-Schenectady-Troy, NY  6,662  529  7,191  7.4
 Hartford-West Hartford-East Hartford, CT  5,740  1,164  6,904  16.9
 Syracuse, NY  5,245  1,579  6,824  23.1
 Charlotte-Concord-Gastonia, NC-SC  4,597  2,172  6,769  32.1
 Houston-The Woodlands-Sugar Land, TX  5,160  1,314  6,473  20.3
 Bridgeport-Stamford-Norwalk, CT  3,712  2,443  6,155  39.7
 Spokane-Spokane Valley, WA  4,313  1,720  6,033  28.5
 Scranton--Wilkes-Barre--Hazleton, PA  5,107  471  5,578  8.4
 North Port-Sarasota-Bradenton, FL  3,854  1,647  5,501  29.9
 Columbus, OH  3,669  1,783  5,452  32.7
 Jacksonville, FL  2,642  2,804  5,446  51.5
 Las Vegas-Henderson-Paradise, NV  4,040  1,381  5,421  25.5
 Providence-Warwick, RI-MA  4,537  883  5,420  16.3
 Riverside-San Bernardino-Ontario, CA  4,601  797  5,398  14.8
 Orlando-Kissimmee-Sanford, FL  4,125  1,183  5,308  22.3
 New Haven-Milford, CT  4,944  310  5,254  5.9

grants (Fourth Wave) are defined as per-
sons born in Ukraine and arrived in the U.S. 
after 1987.

More detailed current data on 
Ukrainians in the U.S. can be found at the 
Center’s website, http://www.inform-deci-
sions.com/stat, in the section “2018 data.” 
The website has an expanded version of 
Table 2 that includes data on Metropolitan 
Areas with 500 or more Ukrainians. As 
midterm elections are approaching, data in 
the section “voting statistics 2020” may 
interest some readers.

A few comments on the timeliness of the 
data are in order. Data on ancestry became 
available for the first time in the 1980 cen-
sus, and the same questions were asked in 
the 1990 and 2000 censuses. Starting with 
the 2010 census, the ancestry question and 
many other questions were eliminated 
from the census and included in the 
American Community Survey question-
naire. This national survey has been con-

ducted yearly since 2005. The survey has a 
representative sample of about 2 percent of 
the U.S. population. This means that the 
potential number of Ukrainians captured in 
the sample is small. We take the average 
from three consecutive yearly surveys to 
reduce sampling error. Thus, the 2018 data 
is the average of 2017, 2018 and 2019. The 
next update, scheduled for 2020 and 
requiring data for 2019, 2020 and 2021, is 
problematic for two reasons: a) data from 
the 2021 survey is not available yet; b) the 
2020 and 2021 surveys have been affected 
by the COVID-19 pandemic and the quality 
of the data may be questionable.

Our hopes for the 2020 census data 
turned out to be disappointing. For many 
years the Bureau of the Census had ques-
tions on race and ancestry. For some rea-
son, the question on ancestry was eliminat-
ed in the 2020 census and we only have the 
question “what is this person’s race”? One 
can select white and then write in 
Ukrainian or, if appropriate, select black or 
American Indian and write in Ukrainian. 
There are at least two problems with esti-

(Continued on page 19)
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Ukrainian Americans in Miami gather
to demonstrate support for Ukraine

The follow-up meeting between U.K. 
Secretary of State for Defense Benjamin 
Wallace and Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu 
was, on the other hand, notably more prag-
matic and professional (Izvestia, February 
11). The Russian top brass has been keep-
ing an unusually low profile in the course of 
the ongoing escalation, leaving the war-
mongering to Mr. Lavrov’s diplomats and 
“bloodthirsty political scientists,” as one 
military expert recently put it (Nezavisimoe 
Voennoe Obozrenie, Februa ry 3). An unex-
pected case against escalating the war with 
Ukraine was raised by Gen. (ret.) Leonid 
Ivashov, who led the Russian delegation to 
the 2000 Munich Security Conference, at 
the dawn of the Putin “era” (Novaya Gazeta, 
February 12). Orating from the ultra-
nationalist fringe, Mr. Ivashov may be irrel-
evant himself, but his protestations quite 
probably reflect doubts in the officer corps 
and the lack of enthusiasm in the society at 
large regarding the looming war (Znak.
com, February 9; Moscow Times, February 
7). The phone calls from U.S. Secretary of 
Defense Lloyd Austin to Mr. Shoigu and 
from Gen. Mark Milley, the chairman of the 
U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff, to Gen. Viktor 
Gulevich, the chief of the Belarusian 
General Staff, signified another attempt to 

restore the crucially important military-to-
military contacts (Mil.by, February 10; RIA 
Novosti, February 12).

Belarus has turned into a major threat 
amplifier in the Ukraine crisis, as some 
30,000 Russian troops arrived there for 
unprecedentedly intensive exercises, 
designed to at least look like preparation 
for an invasion (Izvestiya, February 10; see 
EDM, January 20, 26, February 2, 9). Just 
two years ago, President Alyaksandr 
Lukashenka of Belarus sought to disentan-
gle his country from the Russian embrace 
and hosted such high-level U.S. officials as 
then National Security Advisor John Bolton 
and Secretary of State Michael Pompeo. But 
the Lukashenka regime’s suppression of 
mass protests starting in August 2020 
reversed the slow rapprochement with the 
West, forcing him to prove his usefulness to 
Mr. Putin in order to preserve the support 
he received from Russia (Rosbalt, February 
10). Any provocation in the Donbas war 
zone could make the appeal from the 
Russian State Duma for recognition of the 
secessionist pseudo-republics a trigger of 
fast-moving hostilities (RBC, February 11).

Adding to the tensions on Ukraine’s bor-
ders is the concentration of Russian naval 
assets in the Black Sea, moved to this the-
ater from as far away as the Pacific 
(Svobodnaya Pressa, February 6; see EDM, 
January 24, February 10). The most provoc-
ative part of these naval exercises in the Sea 

of Azov was canceled without any explana-
tion, but Russian landing ships could move 
there, loaded with marines, within hours 
(Svoboda.org, February 11). Ukraine had 
every reason to demand from Russia expla-
nations of this military activity, which 
breaks all legal commitments on threat 
reduction and transparency (TASS, 
February 11).

Experts guess at whether Mr. Putin has 
made the fateful decision on a full-scale 
invasion or if he is still vacillating, but the 
critical escalation of tensions is indeed 
entirely of his making (Republic.ru, 
February 11). Mr. Biden maintains his 
repeated warnings against such a move, but 
he can presumably deduct from Mr. Putin’s 
persistent complaints about the ostensible 
threats to Russia’s security that the crisis 
has deeper roots than just the ambitions 
and anxieties of the self-isolated Russian 
commander-in-chief (RIA Novosti, February 
12). It is not NATO enlargement that actual-
ly drives these feelings of insecurity, but the 
transformation of Mr. Putin’s “enlightened” 
authoritarian regime into a rigid autocracy, 
which needs to produce and exaggerate 
external threats to justify its continued 
grasp on power (Moscow echo, February 
10). The dominant discourse identifies 
Russian national interests with the preser-
vation of the Putin regime. This is incompat-
ible with modernization and condemns the 
country to economic degradation. Yet that 

narrative still finds traction with a signifi-
cant part of the disgruntled and apathetic 
population (The Insider, February 9).

Mr. Putin’s autocratic regime justifiably 
perceives every demand for greater politi-
cal freedom as a threat to itself. And as 
domestic repressions worsen and increas-
ingly target the discontented youth, Russia 
recedes further away from Europe and the 
wider democratic West. Ukraine also has 
serious problems with institution-building 
and corruption, but in contrast to Russia, it 
remains committed to upholding a demo-
cratic state and so constitutes a natural 
focus of Russian angst and aggressiveness. 
To draw Ukraine firmly back into the 
Russian orbit, Moscow cannot count on the 
attractiveness of its social model or the per-
suasiveness of its propaganda of historic 
“brotherhood,” which it betrayed by annex-
ing Crimea and starting the war in Donbas. 
It can rely only on its military might, since 
the various “hybrid” operations over the 
years have yielded only meager results and 
often backfired. It remains to be seen 
whether Mr. Biden’s tactics of strengthen-
ing Western solidarity and dissuading the 
Kremlin’s war planners from making the 
fateful move will succeed.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)

Putin’s journey...

 COMMUNITY CHRONICLE

by Oksana Piaseckyj

MIAMI – As Ukrainian Americans across 
the United States stage demonstrations and 
commemorations relating to the apprehen-
sion of what will happen next in the Russian 
war on Ukraine, the south Florida commu-
nity in Miami gave their solid support for 
Ukraine’s continued independence from 
the shackles of Moscow on January 30.

To show solidarity with Ukraine, the 
choir at the Assumption of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church in 
Miami under the direction of Donna 
Maksymowich-Waskiewicz, presented a 
short program of Ukrainian patriotic songs, 
encouraging the audience to sing along.

During the Divine Liturgy before the 
concert, Father Andrii Romankiv, pastor of 

the parish, prayed for peace and continued 
independence for Ukraine, while paying 
tribute to those freedom fighters who per-
ished fighting to defend Ukraine against 
Russian aggression.

Moscow has currently massed some 
150,000 troops along the border with 
Ukraine amid an ongoing war that began in 
2014 when Russia annexed the Crimean 
Peninsula.

In his introduction to the concert, Father 
Andrii spoke of the long fight Ukrainians 
have endured for their independence, 
referring to those who perished establish-
ing Ukrainian independence in 1918. He 
also spoke of today’s difficult times and 
how important it is for the Ukrainian dias-
pora to support Ukraine’s outreach to the 
world.

Members of the Ukrainian diaspora gathered in the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church in Miami on January 30 to show their support for 

Ukraine amid the threat of another Russian invasion of the country.

Courtesy of Oksana Piaseckyj Larissa D’Avignon, a Ukrainian American who teaches at Misr American College – an 
international school in Cairo, Egypt, for students in kindergarten to grade 12 – led her 
fifth-grade class in a celebration of Ukrainian Unity Day on February 16.

– Andrew Nynka

Ukrainian unity day in Egypt
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omy within Ukraine. Kyiv has rejected the 
notion, however, saying it is a thinly veiled 
attempt by the Kremlin to federalize 
Ukraine and ultimately take control of it. 
Russia has provided military, economic and 
political support to the separatists. Despite 
overwhelming evidence to the contrary, 
Moscow maintains that it is not involved in 
Ukraine’s domestic affairs. Ukrainian 
Foreign Affairs Minister Dmytro Kuleba told 
reporters that if Mr. Putin approves recogni-
tion of the territories, “Russia will de facto 
and de jure withdraw from the Minsk agree-
ments with all the attendant consequences.” 
Mr. Volodin alleged that Ukraine isn’t 

observing the Minsk agreements. “Our citi-
zens and compatriots who live in Donbas 
need our help and support,” he said on 
Twitter. Mr. Putin declined to be drawn out 
on whether he plans to approve the resolu-
tion. Speaking at a joint news conference 
with German Chancellor Olaf Scholz, he said 
Russians were sympathetic to the residents 
of the Donbas region, but he wanted the 
regions’ problems to be resolved through 
the Minsk accords. He also falsely claimed 
that Ukraine was committing “genocide” in 
its eastern provinces, where many native 
Russian-speakers live. The comment raised 
concern over the possibility of a provoca-
tion in the Ukraine crisis. Mr. Putin has said 
in the past that Moscow is ready to protect 
ethnic Russians outside its borders. Mr. 
Scholz called Mr. Putin’s “genocide” state-

ment “wrong.” (RFE/RL, with reporting by 
AP and Reuters)

No sign of Russian troop pullback

NATO Secretary General Jens Stolten-
berg says the alliance has yet to see signs 
on the ground to back up Russian claims 
that it has pulled back some troops from 
border areas with Ukraine, though there 
are signs from Moscow that it is willing to 
continue dialogue to give some room for 
hope that a crisis in the region can be avert-
ed. “There are signs from Moscow that 
diplomacy should continue; this gives 
grounds for cautious optimism. But so far, 
we have not seen any sign of de-escalation 
on the ground,” Mr. Stoltenberg told jour-
nalists in Brussels on February 15. 
Speaking ahead of a two-day meeting of 
defense ministers from NATO members, 
Mr. Stoltenberg called the fighting force 
amassed by Russia in and around Ukraine 
“unprecedented since the Cold War.” 
“Everything is now in place for a new 
attack. But Russia still has time to step back 
from the brink, stop preparing for war and 
start working for a peaceful solution,” Mr. 
Stoltenberg said. Russia claimed on 
February 15 that it was pulling back some 
of the estimated 130,000 troops it has 
moved to areas near the Ukrainian border 
to their bases, in what would be the first 
step toward de-escalation. Russia has 
insisted it has no plan to invade but at the 
same time has said it wants guarantees on 
European security issues, including a com-
mitment by NATO not to expand to coun-
tries like Ukraine, or another former Soviet 
republic, Georgia. (RFE/RL, based on 
reporting by Reuters, AP and AFP)

Sveshnikova faces deportation

Russian authorities have cancelled the 
residence permit of Ukrainian citizen 
Oleksandra Sveshnikova, who is the wife of 
the well-known Russian rights activist Ildar 
Dadin. Ms. Sveshnikova’s lawyer Nikolai 
Zboroshenko said on February 14 that the 
Interior Ministry’s move will be appealed, 
adding that the Russian authorities’ main 
goal is to force Mr. Dadin and his wife from 
the country. Mr. Dadin made headlines 
more than six years ago after he became 
the first Russian citizen to be convicted 
under a controversial law that criminalizes 
participating in more than one unsanc-
tioned protest within a 180-day period. He 
served more than a year in prison after he 
was convicted under the statute in 
December 2015. The legislation then 
became known in the country as Dadin’s 
law. Russian human rights groups recog-
nized him as a political prisoner at the time. 
Mr. Dadin has said that while serving his 
term he and other inmates were tortured 
and abused at a prison in Russia’s north-
western region of Karelia. (RFE/RL’s 
Russian Service)

WHO warns of COVID-19 rise

The World Health Organization is warn-
ing that a new wave of infections from the 
omicron variant of the coronavirus is mov-
ing toward Eastern Europe, and urging 
authorities to take appropriate measures. 
The number of COVID-19 cases have more 
than doubled in Armenia, Azerbaijan, 
Belarus, Georgia, Russia and Ukraine over 
the past two weeks, WHO’s Europe region-
al director Hans Kluge said in a statement 
on February 15. Mr. Kluge said the 
53-country region, which stretches into 
Central Asia, has now tallied more than 165 
million confirmed coronavirus cases and 
1.8 million deaths linked to the pandemic – 
including 25,000 in the last week alone. Mr. 
Kluge’s warning comes at a time when sev-
eral European countries including the 
Czech Republic and Poland have hinted at 
an easing of COVID-19 restrictions next 

month if daily infection numbers keep fall-
ing. Omicron is milder than previous vari-
ants and health-care systems in most coun-
tries around the world aren’t under strain. 
Mr. Kluge urged countries in the region to 
step up vaccination efforts, which have 
lagged in Eastern Europe compared to the 
other parts of the continent. He said less 
than 40 percent of people aged over 60 in 
Bosnia, Bulgaria, Kyrgyzstan, Ukraine and 
Uzbekistan have completed a full series of 
COVID-19 vaccinations. Highlighting the 
risks posed by the increased presence of 
the virus in Eastern Europe, the U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) has put Azerbaijan and Belarus at 
the highest level for COVID-19, warning 
Americans to avoid traveling to either 
country. The CDC on February 14 
announced that it had placed the two coun-
tries at Level 4: Very High on its list of trav-
el notices. The CDC also raised the warning 
level for South Korea and a number of 
smaller countries and territories, including 
Comoros and French Polynesia, to Level 4: 
Very High. People who must travel to 
Belarus or Azerbaijan should make sure 
they are vaccinated and “up to date” with 
COVID-19 vaccinations before they travel, 
the notice said, adding that even people 
who are vaccinated against COVID-19 may 
still be at risk of getting and spreading the 
virus. (RFE/RL, with reporting by Reuters, 
AP and AFP)

Cost of invasion will be ‘high’

The British ambassador to Ukraine says 
the international community must make it 
clear to Russia that the cost of an invasion 
would be “high” for both sides as the crisis 
over the Kremlin’s buildup of troops near 
the border reaches a “critical phase.” 
Speaking in an interview with RFE/RL’s 
Ukrainian Service, Melinda Simmons said 
Russia’s massing of more than 100,000 sol-
diers and military hardware “is something 
that everybody should worry about.” “We 
all have to make clear to Russia that the 
cost of any kind of incursion into Ukraine 
would be as high for Russia as it would be 
for Ukraine. And it would be a high cost for 
Ukraine,” Ms. Simmons said. “And that’s 
why there is so much diplomatic activity to 
try to make sure that Ukraine’s borders are 
not breached. But it feels like we are in a 
quite critical phase at the moment,” she 
added. Russia has insisted it has no plan to 
invade Ukraine but at the same time has 
said it wants guarantees on European secu-
rity issues, including a commitment by 
NATO not to expand to countries like 
Ukraine, or another former Soviet republic, 
Georgia. Ukraine has held firm in the face of 
the crisis, with President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy saying the country will continue 
to pursue its goal of NATO membership 
despite Russia’s anger and skepticism from 
some Western countries. Ms. Simmons said 
no one wants to see lives lost on either side, 
so the international community must make 
clear “the costs” of aggression, “which I am 
not sure are entirely understood, even by 
the top of their [Russia’s] administration.” 
“The international community needs to 
show that there is no disagreement here in 
terms of what we are seeing and what 
Russia needs to do,” she said. (RFE/RL’s 
Ukrainian Service)

Attack on Ukraine still possible

U.S. President Joe Biden said Washing-
ton does not yet see evidence of a Russian 
troop withdrawal from areas near the bor-
der with Ukraine and warned that an inva-
sion by Moscow remained a possibility. 
During a 10-minute speech to the nation on 
February 15, Mr. Biden held out hope that 
diplomacy would work but said the United 
States would be ready to hit Russia hard 

(Continued on page 15)
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with sanctions if it invades Ukraine. He also 
appeared to prepare Americans for conse-
quences domestically, saying they could 
face higher energy prices should Russia 
escalate, triggering sanctions, but said that 
it was worth the price to defend democracy. 

“To be clear, if Russia decides to invade that 
will also have consequences here at home. 
The American people understand that 
defending democracy and liberty is never 
without cost,” he said. Mr. Biden said he is 
working on mitigating any impact on oil 
prices, which already are near eight-year 
highs. Russia is among the three largest oil 
producers in the world and sanctions could 
disrupt exports. (RFE/RL)

(Continued from page 14)
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With deep sorrow we announce that 

Dr. Peter Myskiw 
passed peacefully on February 5, 2022 

at his home in Phoenix, Arizona, with his
 beloved wife, Jennie, at his side. 

A resident of Phoenix since 1979, Dr. Myskiw 
was born on October 10, 1952 in Manhattan, NY 
to Wolodymyr and Oksana Myskiw.  He is survived 
by his wife of 41 years, Jennie, and son, Anton.  Dr. 
Myskiw is also survived by his sisters, Roxolana Hill 
(Myroslav), Nadia Mallegol (Paul),  his brother, Walter Myskiw (Vira), and 
many nieces, nephews, and cousins, both here and abroad.

Dr. Myskiw completed pre-med at NYU and graduated from New York 
College of Podiatric Medicine in 1978. He opened a private practice in 
Casa Grande, Arizona. His compassion, kindness, and positive nature 
endeared him to his patients for over 35 years.  He embodied those same 
traits in his personal life and community.  He was a mentor, leader, loved 
and respected by all that knew him. He always had a kind word and smile. 
He was an amazing, humble, and a genuine person. 

He coached various youth sports in Ahwatukee, Arizona and provided 
substantial financial support for youth sports and various community 
organizations in the area.  A true philanthropist who touched many lives.

Dr. Myskiw enjoyed many sport activities as both a participant and 
spectator. He enjoyed travel with his family especially to the Caribbean.  
His hobbies included collecting stamps, baseball cards, and autographed 
sports memorabilia.

Dr. Myskiw was an active member of Plast-Ukrainian Scouting 
organization and a member of the Khmelnychenky fraternity.  He spent 
many summers as a camp counselor for the Plast scouts in upstate New 
York.  

He believed in the importance of continuing family traditions, 
and family gatherings were an important part of his life. He was an 
extraordinary human being, greatly loved and will be missed by family, 
friends and anyone that knew him.

Visitation was held Friday, February 11, 5-9 pm, with the prayer service/
Panakhyda at 7:00 pm at Hansen Desert Hills Mortuary, 6500 E Bell Rd., 
Scottsdale, AZ.

Funeral liturgy was held on February 12 at Dormition of the Mother 
of God Ukrainian Catholic Church, 3720 W Mariland Ave., Phoenix, AZ, 
followed by interment at Paradise Memorial Gardens, 9300 E Shea Blvd., 
Scottsdale.

Вічная пам’ять!
Donations can be made in his memory to “Plast USO” for ‘Vovcha Tropa’ 

and mailed to: Plast Ukrainian Scouting Org. KPS USA, 700 Cedar Road, 
Jenkintown, PA 19046.

JOSEPH DANKO
on January 9, 2022

President of the Board of Trustees (1994-1996), 
Vice-President (1981-1987 and 1990-1994), 

and longtime member of the Board and of the Museum 
andgenerous benefactor of our institution.

We o� er our sincere condolences to his family and friends.

May he rest in peace!

Board of Trustees and Administration
 of The Ukrainian Museum

With deep sorrow

the Board of Trustees 
and 

the Administration 
of  The Ukrainian Museum

inform our members and the Ukrainian 
community of the death of

did not pursue when Russia invaded 
Crimea and eastern Ukraine in 2014. We 
will put intense pressure on their largest 
and most significant financial institutions 
and key industries.

These measures are ready to go as soon 
and if Russia moves. We’ll impose long-
term consequences that will undermine 
Russia’s ability to compete economically 
and strategically.

And when it comes to Nord Stream 2, 
the pipeline that would bring natural gas 
from Russia to Germany, if Russia further 
invades Ukraine, it will not happen.

While I will not send American service-
men to fight Russia in Ukraine, we have 
supplied the Ukrainian military with equip-
ment to help them defend themselves. We 
have provided training and advice and 
intelligence for the same purpose.

And make no mistake: The United States 
will defend every inch of NATO territory 
with the full force of American power. An 
attack against one NATO country is an 
attack against all of us. And the United 
States commitment to Article 5 is sacro-
sanct.

Already, in response to Russia’s build-up 
of troops, I have sent additional U.S. forces 
to bolster NATO’s eastern flank.

Several of our Allies have also 
announced they’ll add forces and capabili-
ties to ensure deterrence and defense along 
NATO’s eastern flank.

We will also continue to conduct mili-
tary exercises with our Allies and partners 
to enhance defensive readiness.

And if Russia invades, we will take fur-
ther steps to reinforce our presence in 
NATO, reassure for our Allies, and deter 
further aggression.

This is a cause that unites Republicans 
and Democrats. And I want to thank the 
leaders and members of Congress of both 
parties who have forcefully spoken out in 
defense of our most basic, most bipartisan, 
most American principles.

I will not pretend this will be painless. 
There could be impact on our energy pric-
es, so we are taking active steps to alleviate 
the pressure on our own energy markets 
and offset rising prices.

We’re coordinating with major enersy 
[sic] – energy consumers and producers. 
We’re prepared to deploy all the tools and 
authority at our disposal to provide relief at 
the gas pump.

And I will work with Congress on addi-
tional measures to help protect consumers 
and address the impact of prices at the 
pump.

We are not seeking direct confrontation 
with Russia, though I have been clear that if 
Russia targets Americans in Ukraine, we 
will respond forcefully.

And if Russia attacks the United States 
or our Allies through asymmetric means, 
like disruptive cyberattacks against our 
companies or critical infrastructure, we are 
prepared to respond.

We’re moving in lockstep with our NATO 
Allies and partners to deepen our collective 
defense against threats in cyberspace.

Two paths are still open. For the sake of 
the historic responsibility Russia and the 
United States share for global stability, for 
the sake of our common future – to choose 
diplomacy.

But let there be no doubt: If Russia com-
mits this breach by invading Ukraine, 
responsible nations around the world will 
not hesitate to respond.

If we do not stand for freedom where it 
is at risk today, we’ll surely pay a steeper 
price tomorrow.

Thank you. I’ll keep you informed.

(Continued from page 4)

Biden speaks...

“We are closely monitoring the situation 
and tracking all activities,” said Mr. Gilbert, 
who added that Unifier’s training mandate 
had not changed, despite the threat of a 
Russian invasion.

He also said that Ukrainian troops appear 
to be prepared for whatever happens.

“They are a really professional military 
force,” the commander said. “All the efforts 
that we and our partners have been con-
ducting have been successful in the sense 
that we are looking today at a really credible 
military force [that is] highly motivated.”

Canada’s military training mission is 
part a broader assistance initiative for 
Ukraine through a multinational joint com-
mission that includes Canada, Ukraine, the 
U.S., the U.K., Poland, Lithuania, Denmark 
and Sweden. Canada co-chairs the commis-
sion’s sub-committee on military policing 
with Ukraine.

As of January 1, 32,809 Security Forces 
of Ukraine (SFU) candidates – including 
1,951 members of the Ukrainian National 

Guard – have participated in the training 
provided via 714 course serials, according 
to the Canadian National Defense Depart-
ment.

Since he arrived in Kyiv at the end of 
September, Mr. Gilbert said 2,300 Ukrainian 
troops were being trained.

To further deter Russia from any planned 
incursion into Ukraine, Mr. Michalchyshyn 
said that Canada could also use sanctions 
under Canada’s Justice for Victims of 
Corrupt Foreign Officials Act – also known 
as the Sergei Magnitsky Law that passed 
Parliament in 2017 and was named after 
the Moscow lawyer who uncovered the 
largest tax fraud in Russian history and died 
in a Moscow prison in 2009 after being 
detained without trial and tortured.

In an interview before her recent trip to 
Ukraine, Ms. Anand said that, in response 
to Russia’s annexation of Crimea in 2014, 
Canada has since sanctioned more than 
440 people and organizations.

“We are making it very clear that Russia 
has a choice here to negotiate and de-esca-
late,” she said at the time. “Serious econom-
ic consequences will be imposed if de-esca-
lation is not the result here.”

(Continued from page 3)

Canada relocates...
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ports (Black Sea News, February 10). Later, 
the Kremlin lifted the announced restric-
tions on shipping in the Sea of Azov and the 
Kerch Strait, but it declared additional 
closed areas in the Black Sea and even 
increased the period of closure for some 
areas to March 11 (Black Sea News, 
February 11). The State Hydrographic 
Service of Ukraine issued an unprecedent-
ed warning: “In connection with the mili-
tary exercises of the Russian Federation in 
the exclusive maritime economic zone of 
Ukraine against its will, when sailing in a 
limited area […] vessel masters should 
exercise extreme caution” (Black Sea News, 
February 12). Finally, on February 14, 
around 6 p.m. (Kyiv time), all traffic in 
Sevastopol Bay halted, with even fishing 
boats standing out at sea, suggesting navi-
gation in the area was shut down for a mas-
sive naval deployment (Facebook.com, 
February 14).

Russian troops are also actively concen-
trating in Crimea. A new wave in the military 
buildup was observed at the Crimean 
Oktyabrske airfield on February 10: more 
than 550 military tents and hundreds of 
pieces of equipment have popped up there. 
Moreover, soldiers and military equipment 
appeared on the coast of Lake Donuzlav, in 
the northwestern part of the peninsula 
(Ukraynska Pravda, February 11). In Soviet 
times, the military maintained and equipped 
special areas in the vicinity of Lake Donuzlav 
to enable rapid amphibious landings and 
disembarkations of marines with weapons 
and equipment. Today, these facilities are 
apparently again in working order.

Moscow has already begun a massive 
movement of warships inside the Black 
Sea. At least 30 Russian warships left their 
naval bases on February 12 for live-fire 
training (RIA Novosti, February 12). And 
one day before, a Russian minesweeper in 
the Black Sea engaged in sea mine laying 
drills (Vesti92.ru, February 11).

The Kremlin is claiming that all of these 
activities are simply connected to previ-

ously announced large-scale naval exercis-
es (RIA Novosti, February 1). However, 
spring 2021 convincingly showed how 
Russia uses the “exercising” excuse to mass 
offensive groupings of troops (forces) near 
Ukraine’s borders for the purpose of, for 
example, pressuring Kyiv (see EDM, April 
27, 2021). In fact, under the guise of pre-
paring for “naval exercises in all maritime 
theaters,” Russia is clearly concentrating its 
naval buildup in the Black Sea basin. And as 
of mid-February, it has practically complet-
ed the deployment of all operational ele-
ments it would need to carry out an inva-
sion of Ukraine from the sea. Russian naval 
activities in the Black Sea will be supported 
by Russian missile cruisers, which will 
focus on neutralizing any heavy U.S. naval 
force deployment in the Eastern 
Mediterranean. Those efforts, of course, will 
be buttressed by Russia’s previously 
installed regional anti-access, area denial 
(A2/AD) bubbles, namely in Crimea and 
eastern Syria (Ihor Kabanenko, “Strategy in 
the Black Sea and Mediterranean,” in 
Russia’s Military Strategy and Doctrine, 
Glen E. Howard and Matthew Czekaj eds., 
Jamestown, February 2019). All the maneu-
vers seen in this theater are presented as 
simply drills; but taken together, they 
increasingly resemble a pre-war reality.

Ukraine lost most of its navy when 
Russia annexed Crimea, and that sea-based 
capability has yet to be rebuilt. Kyiv hopes 
the United States and other North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization (NATO) states will 
help it deter Russia’s military ambitions in 
the Black Sea. But that position looks illogi-
cal considering that now, amidst such a 
sharp period of aggravation, there is not a 
single military vessel of a non-littoral NATO 
member operating in the Black Sea (BBC 
News – Ukrainian service, February 7). The 
past month marks the first time since 2014 
that the Black Sea has been entirely devoid 
of U.S. warships. At present, it seems, the 
Ukrainian Navy is largely on its own.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)

Final pieces...

And on the same day that Mr. Akhmetov 
returned, the channel featured a prime-
time segment with Andriy Portnov, a for-
mer top official in the Yanukovych govern-
ment. The United States imposed sanctions 
on Mr. Portnov in December, accusing him 
of “using his influence to buy access and 
decisions in Ukraine’s courts and under-
mining reform efforts.”

A spokeswoman for Mr. Akhmetov did 
not immediately respond to an e-mail from 
RFE/RL seeking comment. Spokespeople 
for Messrs. Firtash and Medvedchuk also 
did not immediately respond to queries.

Nataliya Vovk, a spokeswoman for Mr. 
Pinchuk, said in an e-mail to RFE/RL that 
Mr. Pinchuk traveled frequently in and out 
of Ukraine, both for business and personal 
activity. She said he was in the Ukrainian 
city of Dnipro on February 16, followed by 
Kyiv, and was later flying to Germany for the 
Munich Security Conference this weekend.

“For us, Ukraine is our only homeland, 
the only thing that matters to us, this is the 
place in which we invest, the place for 
which we will fight together,” she quoted 
Mr. Pinchuk as saying.

Mr. Novynskiy, whose plane was among 
those spotted leaving over the weekend, 
told RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service that his 
flight out of the country was nothing 
unusual, and that his plan all along had 
been to return on February 14. He also said 
he planned to fly to St. Petersburg in the 
coming days.

“I have my own personal life,” he said. “I 
have nothing to hide. It’s not a secret to 
anyone.”

Andrian Prokip, an analyst at the 
Ukrainian Institute for The Future, a Kyiv-
based think tank, predicted that the oli-
garchs on the whole will lean toward 

ensuring that any government in power in 
the foreseeable future – Mr. Zelenskyy’s or 
otherwise – will be independent of Russian 
control.

“If, as a result of some coup, a pro-Rus-
sian government comes to power that is 
accountable to Mr. Putin, Ukrainian oli-
garchs understand they will lose their 
power. For them, it’s better to be oligarchs 
in independent Ukraine rather than 
nobody in a Ukraine controlled by [Mr.] 
Putin’s puppet,” Mr. Prokip told RFE/RL.

“That is why these guys will take steps to 
protect their territories and protect 
Ukraine,” he added.

(RFE/RL senior correspondent Todd 
Prince contributed to this report from 
Washington)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-oligarchs-
buildup-corruption-akhmetov-pinchuk-kolo-
moyskiy/31708779.html).

(Continued from page 9)

Whither...

Viktor Medvedchuk

Serhii Nuzhnenko, RadioSvoboda.org

come the path to a peaceful and united 
Ukraine.”

“We are paving the way together, and only 
together will we build a peaceful and happy 
Ukraine! It is a great honor to be the presi-
dent of such people, of such a state on such 
a day – the day of unity of the great people 
of a great Ukraine,” Mr. Zelenskyy said.

He also presented state awards to ser-
vice members.

On February 16, a train of unity left the 
west of the country and travelled east. The 
train was meant to be a symbol of unity as 
it carried the flag of Ukraine through 12 
regions of the country from Rakhiv in the 
Zakarpattia region to Mariupol in the 
Donetsk region of the country.

At 6:43 p.m. the train arrived at the Main 
Railway Station in Lviv. It was met by rep-
resentatives of the authorities, the public, 
passengers of the station and the media. 

The event was also attended by the head of 
the Lviv Regional State Administration, 
Maksym Kozytskyy, and the press attaché 
of the U.S. Embassy in Ukraine, Daniel 
Langenkamp.

“I thank our American partners for the 
opportunity to celebrate the first Unity Day 
together. Unity is our strength! It is in our 
hearts and our thoughts. Many thanks and 
respect to the partners who are ready to 
support Ukraine! Many thanks to the peo-
ple who are ready to stand side by side and 
overcome the enemy. Together we are 
strong and invincible! Glory to Ukraine! 
Glory to the heroes!” Mr. Kozytskyy said.

“We are very happy to work in Lviv, 
where we continue to carry out our diplo-
matic mission. It is an honor for us to work 
in this beautiful city and this beautiful area,” 
the press attaché of the US Embassy said.

“We support Ukraine against Russian 
aggression. We support its territorial integ-
rity. We continue our diplomatic work to 
stop Russian aggression,” Mr. Langenkamp 
said.

(Continued from page 8)

Zelenskyy announces...

ing disinformation.
“We are really thankful for all of the help 

since 2014, and even before,” Ms. Kravchuk 
said.

And recent deliveries of defensive weap-
ons that Ukraine has been receiving from 
Western countries have boosted the confi-
dence of Ukrainians, she said.

Responding to a question about Mr. 
Zelenskyy’s seemingly calm response to the 
huge Russian military build-up at Ukraine’s 
borders, Ms. Kravchuk said that the 
Ukrainian president takes the threat very 
seriously but needs to also focus on keep-
ing the economy moving forward in these 
difficult conditions. 

In his remarks, Vadym Miskyi of 
Detektor Media, a media watchdog publica-
tion, welcomed the Ukrainian govern-
ment’s closure of three pro-Russian TV 
channels controlled by Viktor Medvedchuk, 
a close Ukrainian ally of Mr. Putin.

This has had a significant impact on cur-
tailing false Russian narratives on 
Ukrainian television airwaves, he said, 
explaining that for some 60 percent of 
Ukrainians, television is the main source of 
news.  He called on the Ukrainian authori-
ties to develop a stronger legal framework 
for implementing bans on media that pro-
mote Russian disinformation so that these 
prohibitions could not be challenged as vio-
lations of democracy by some in the inter-
national community. 

Especially during this time of crisis, Mr. 
Miskyi encouraged the government to fully 
fund public broadcasting, which is an edito-
rially independent, authoritative source of 
news and information with wide dissemi-

nation on television, radio and online plat-
forms throughout Ukraine. He argued 
against expanding the state-controlled 
Dom channel, which targets Russian-
speaking audiences in the occupied territo-
ries to all of Ukraine, saying it runs counter 
to the spirit of post-Maidan public broad-
casting reforms.

Andriy Kulykov, a prominent journalist 
and co-founder of Hromadske Radio, 
underscored that one of the best ways to 
fight Russian disinformation was for 
Ukrainian media to produce superior quali-
ty programming that will attract Ukrainian 
audiences and keep them from turning to 
Russian sources.

While welcoming Western financial sup-
port for the development of independent 
media in Ukraine, he also encouraged 
Western journalists to come work in 
Ukrainian media outlets to share their 
skills and knowledge of best practices. 
Assistance is also needed in terms of help-
ing Ukrainian media better understand and 
cultivate their audiences. Addressing the 
problem of dissemination, Mr. Kulykov 
noted that there are some rural areas of 
Ukraine that receive no Ukrainian radio or 
television broadcasts.

As Ukraine battles Russian disinforma-
tion, speakers at the online forum noted 
that the country simultaneously faces a 
challenging internal media landscape 
where Ukrainian oligarchs exercise influ-
ence over the editorial policies and cover-
age decisions of their newsrooms. 
Compounding this difficult situation is that 
many Ukrainians subscribe to online 
Telegram channels and social media that 
are purveyors of disinformation. 

Adrian Karmazyn is a former chief of the 
Voice of America’s Ukrainian Service.

(Continued from page 8)

Experts...

“The UNA’s future depends on both the 
new generations of Ukrainians who have 
grown up in North America and the new wave 
of immigrants recently arrived on these 
shores from Ukraine,” the 1994 editorial said.  

The UNA marks its 128 anniversary of 

its founding this year. Unity between new 
and old waves of immigrants throughout 
the diaspora communities, with a contrib-
uting role played by the UNA, has fostered a 
closer connection to Ukraine that continues 
to grow stronger especially in the face of 
Russia’s aggression toward Ukraine.

Source: “With a vision for the future,” The 
Ukrainian Weekly, February 20, 1994.

(Continued from page 6)

Turning...
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Ukraine’s military is now estimated to 
have a total of around 145,000-150,000 
troops, with the army comprising the bulk 
of that. The Joint Forces Operation, which 
runs operations along a 400-kilometer 
“line of control” in the eastern Donetsk and 
Luhansk regions, is estimated to have 
between 30,000 and 35,000 troops.

Much weaponry and equipment remain 
outdated, however, with large numbers of 
old vehicles or old technology. The air force 
is a small fleet of Soviet helicopters and 
aging fighter jets whose effectiveness is 
questionable – and would likely be wiped 
out quickly in the event of a major new 
Russian incursion, experts say.

“The Russians have learned a lot. The 
Russians have learned a lot from their 
operations in Syria, they’ve continued to 
reform their military,” said Alexander 
Vindman, a former U.S. Army officer who 
served as European and Russian affairs 
director on the White House National 
Security Council.

“The Ukrainians have learned an enor-
mous amount, but the advantage is still 

heavily in Russia’s favor,” he told RFE/RL. 
“So you’re talking about a scenario where 
there could be heavier casualties, but the 
outcome doesn’t really change.”

Ukraine”s purchase of Turkish-made 
Bayraktar TB2 drones, which played a deci-
sive role in last year’s Nagorno-Karabakh 
conflict between Azerbaijan and Armenia, 
has caught the attention of Russian forces, 
though it’s unlikely they would play a deci-
sive role. Kyiv has acquired 12 so far, and 
dozens more are reportedly on order.

“It depends on what you mean by ‘with-
stand,’” said Tor Bukkvoll, a senior research-
er at the Norwegian Defense Research 
Establishment, a government-funded think 
tank, when asked how long Ukrainian forces 
could hold out against a Russian invasion. “If 
you mean repel, then probably very little or 
not at all. If you mean continue to fight as an 
organized force, then probably days or 
weeks (I am guessing here).”

‘Overwhelming and crushing’ force

Ukrainian forces “are substantially 
improved, not least because their state in 
2014 was so horrible that it does not take 
too much to improve quite a bit,” Mr. 
Bukkvoll said. “I think their strong sides are 
combat experience, morale and some mod-

(Continued from page 7)

How long... ernization of weaponry, including from 
abroad.”

“Their weak sides seem to be organiza-
tion, loss of key personnel and significant 
weaknesses in certain kinds of weaponry, 
such as, for example, air defense, electronic 
warfare, and fighter aircraft,” he said.

Open-source reporting, including satel-
lite imagery, shows that Russia is deploying 
equipment and weaponry that would allow 
for an overwhelming onslaught if the order 
were given. For example, unconfirmed 
reports have documented trench-digging 
trucks seen on rail cars heading in the 
direction of the Ukrainian border, and Buk 
M-1 anti-aircraft missile systems have also 
been spotted.

While the Rand report hypothesized a 
theoretical Russian advance to the east 
bank of the Dnieper River near Dnipro in a 
matter of days, other reports have suggest-
ed a Russian invasion would be so over-
whelming that the capital, Kyiv, would be 
overrun in a matter of hours if Russia set 
that as an objective.

“If you look at it from a Ukrainian point 
of view, it depends on how many troops 
Russia accumulates and which areas 
become the goal of its operations,” Konrad 
Muzyka, a Polish defense analyst, told RFE/
RL’s Russian Service. “Short-range air-
defense systems, anti-tank guided missiles, 
everything that can slow down the speed of 
the Russian offensive; such weapons will be 
especially useful.”

“Does Ukraine have military capabili-
ties to stop a full invasion? I don’t think 
so,” Mr. Muzyka said. “There are only a 
few countries in the world that could stop 
the onslaught of the Russian Army. In case 
of invasion, Ukraine will need to mobilize 
as many reservists as possible so that it 
does not become an easy walk for Russia. 
In that case, it will be a long and bloody 
conflict.”

“The overwhelming forces assembled 
[by Russia], it’s designed to suppress casu-
alties. It’s designed to be so overwhelming 
that it crushes the Ukrainian military,” Mr. 
Vindman said. “It’s not like there will be 
anything left to chance, so the Ukrainians 
could amass anything later. It’s supposed to 
be overwhelming and crushing.”

Russia might also stop short of a full-
scale invasion and aim for limited gains, 
experts say: for example, to seek a solution 
to the water problem in Crimea, whose 
freshwater supply was cut off by Ukraine in 
the months after it was illegally seized by 
Russia in March 2014. Though Russia has 
built a $3.7 billion bridge that links the pen-
insula to the Russian mainland, water sup-
plies are a major problem.

A smaller force of Russian troops could 
seize the swath of Ukrainian territory along 
the Sea of Azov, including the major port 
city of Mariupol, creating a “land bridge” to 
Crimea, and allowing for water to be piped 
into the peninsula.

A more limited offensive might also be 
aimed at forcing Kyiv to implement a 2015 
peace plan for the Donbas on Russia’s 
terms.

And while virtually no one expects 
Ukraine’s military to withstand a full 
Russian onslaught, Ukrainian officials have 
suggested that a determined partisan resis-
tance might take shape depending on 
where and how the attack occurs.

“Then the whole thing would probably 
evolve into a drawn-out guerrilla war that 
would be very painful for both sides,” Mr. 
Bukkvoll said in an e-mail.

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/russia-ukraine-
invasion-scenarios/31614428.html).

U.S. intelligence reports estimate that Moscow could mass up to 175,000 troops near 
the Ukrainian border if a Russian invasion were to take place.
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As a player, Charlie Metro was a light-hit-
ting utility player, primarily an outfielder. 
He spent parts of four years with the 
Detroit Tigers and Philadelphia Athletics, 
ending his career with a batting average of 
.193. He was smart enough to realize his 
playing days were limited so he soaked up 
much knowledge from two legends of the 
game, his Philadelphia manager, Connie 
Mack, and one of his minor league manag-
ers, Casey Stengel.

When his playing days came to an end, 
Metro embarked on a long and winding 
journey as a scout, manager and executive. 
In 1957 he was offered the manager’s job 
with the Pacific Coast League’s Vancouver 
Mounties where the general manager hap-
pened to be future Kansas City Royals 
General Manager Cedric Tallis. During his 
time in Vancouver, Metro managed Brooks 
Robinson and future major league pitching 
coaches George Bamberger and Wes Stock.

Metro got his first major league manage-
rial job in 1962 as part of the Chicago Cubs 
“College of Coaches” experiment. Despite 
having three future Hall of Famers on the 
roster in Ernie Banks, Billy Williams and 
Lou Brock, Metro produced a disappointing 
43-69 record with those Cubs.

Kansas City bound

After a few seasons of bouncing between 
jobs, Metro was hired in late 1968 by 
Cedric Tallis to be the Director of Player 
Procurement for the expansion Kansas City 
Royals. The two worked closely together on 
the expansion draft, after which Metro 
turned his focus to building the Royals’ 
farm system from the ground up, and hiring 
a network of team scouts.

Metro crafted an instructional book for 
the Royals organization that was utilized by 
every player in the system. The book was 
based on a similar publication of the 
Baltimore Orioles (where Tallis previously 
worked), ensuring that every player knew 
the proper way of doing things, as in “The 
Royal Way.”

Tallis and Metro built the team’s spring 
training complex and their ground break-
ing Baseball Academy outside of Sarasota, 
Fla. Metro himself was not an advocate of 
the Academy, claiming the school’s coaches 
were not former major league players and 
did not import proper technique to the stu-
dents.

When Royals manager Joe Gordon 
resigned after only one season, GM Tallis 
turned to Metro, who consented to take the 

managerial reins for the 1970 campaign. He 
came to spring training enthusiastic, espe-
cially giddy with the Royals’ outfield of Lou 
Piniella, Amos Otis and Pat Kelly, left to right. 
His challenge right off the bat was to keep 
Otis motivated and convince him to play the 
major league way instead of his way.

Old school met new school when Metro 
teamed up with Otis. The young outfielder 
did it his way with one-handed catches, 
easy loping strides misunderstood as lack 
of hustle. He made everything look easy, 
like great players do. This cultural divide 
would eventually see Otis revered as argu-
ably the second-greatest Royal of all-time.

The very intense Metro was beset by 
stomach ulcers, which took their toll on his 
once boundless energy. The Royals’ under-
performed in 1970 and Metro lost his man-
agerial post after a 19-35 start. Owner 
Ewing Kauffman replaced Metro with for-
mer Cleveland Indians great Bob Lemon. 
Loyal to the core, Metro stayed on as a 
scout through the rest of his contract, leav-
ing the Royals after the 1971 season.

Post-Kansas City years

The 1970s saw Metro work as a coach, 
scout and talent evaluator for the Detroit 
Tigers, Los Angeles Dodgers and Oakland 
Athletics. The manager of the Athletics at the 
time was Billy Martin, who had been a bat 

boy for the 1947 Oakland Oaks that Metro 
played on (and was managed by Stengel).

His last year in organized baseball was 
1984, scouting for the Dodgers. It can be 
said that Metro was ahead of his time in 
many ways. He first invented the batting tee 

Freestyle skier Oleksandr Abramenko 
did it again, winning Ukraine’s first medal 
at the 2022 Winter Olympics. Abramenko 
surprised the competition by scoring 
116.5 points in the super final, placing sec-
ond overall and winning the silver medal. 
China’s Qi Guangpu (129.0 points) won the 
gold and Russian Olympic Committee’s Ilia 
Burov (114.93 points) took the bronze. In 
the preliminary competition, Abramenko 
placed fifth with an average score of 
123.53, behind Burov’s top score of 
129.50. The 12 competitors each had two 
qualifying jumps with the top six moving 
on to the final. This is Abramenko’s second 
Olympic medal victory, having shocked the 
ski world in Pyeongchang (2018) when he 
won the gold medal with his score of 
128.51.

Heraskevych’s peace sign  
garners great attention

The first-ever Ukrainian Olympian’s 
skeleton performance at the 2022 Beijing 
Winter Games was not exactly newsworthy. 
Looking at his results, the 23-year-old 
Heraskevych was far from any medal-win-
ning times. In the first heat, he finished 
18th out of 25 competitors, 1.63 seconds 
behind. In the second heat, he improved to 
16th out of 25 competitors, some 2.88 sec-
onds behind first place. The third heat saw 
the young Ukrainian end up 17th out of 25 
competitors, 4.34 seconds out of first place. 
The fourth and final heat had him 5.27 sec-
onds behind in 18th place out of 20 com-
petitors. Nonetheless, the “No war in 
Ukraine’” sign Heraskevych flashed after 
his final run made him podium-worthy.

His sign was printed on a blue-and-yel-
low piece of paper, matching the Ukrainian 
flag’s colors. He held off on displaying his 
message until he finished his fourth and 
final heat. This was reported as a personal 
plea for peace at a time of continued rising 
tensions between his native Ukraine and 
Russia.

“It’s my position,” Heraskevych said to a 
large throng of gathered media, including 
AP News, following the skeleton competi-
tion. “Like any normal people, I don’t want 
war. I want peace in my country, and I want 
peace in the world. It’s my position, so I 
fight for that. I fight for peace.”

Heraskevych’s personal gesture came as 
Russia has amassed some 150,000 troops 
near Ukraine and most recently deployed 
some of its navy along Ukraine’s coast in 
the Black Sea, stoking fears of an imminent 
new Russian invasion.

“In Ukraine, it’s really nervous now,” 
Heraskevych continued. “A lot of news 
about guns, about weapons, what’s to come 
in Ukraine, about some armies around 

Ukraine. It’s not OK. Not in the 21st century. 
So I decided, before the Olympics, that I 
would show my position to the world.”

Immediately after Heraskevych’s brazen 
gesture, the International Olympic 
Committee said the athlete would not suf-
fer any repercussions. Some questioned 
whether his move could be considered a 
violation of the Olympic Charter’s Rule 50, 
which states that “no kind of demonstra-
tion or political, religious or racial propa-
ganda is permitted in any Olympic sites, 
venues or other areas.”

The Olympic Games’ governing body’s 
statement on February 11 was that “this 
was a general call for peace. For the IOC the 
matter is closed.”

Heraskevych boldly stated he was not 
concerned about any potential repercus-
sions for his action.

“I hope the Olympics will (support) me 

in this situation. Nobody wants war,” he 
said. “I hope it helps … make peace in our 
country.”

Two days later the International 
Olympic Committee did reach out to 
Heraskevych regarding his peace sign with 
a reminder that, “The field of play and podi-
um is not the place for any kind of state-
ment.” IOC spokesperson Mark Adams 
added that, “For us it (keeping politics out 
of the Games) is axiomatic. It is the funda-
mental core to what we do. The message 
was understood and not repeated.”

The Ukrainian Olympic team followed 
Heraskevych’s lead in a call for peace by 
issuing the following statement on February 
13: “The Olympic Team of Ukraine … 
expresses a unanimous call for peace 
together with (our) native country,” the 

Charlie Metro: Ukrainian coal miner’s son

Abramenko wins silver medal in ski aerials

Charlie Metro as manager of the Kansas 
City Royals in 1970.

Kansas City Royals via Wikipedia.com

(Continued on page 19)

Vladyslav Abramenko performs an aerial maneuver during his silver medal-winning 
routine in men’s freestyle skiing aerials.

noc.-ukr.org

Vladyslav Heraskevych, who participat-
ed in the men’s skeleton, was pictured at 
the Bobsleigh and Skeleton World Cham-

pionships 2021 in Altenberg, Germany.

Sandro Halank via Wikipedia.com

(Continued on page 19)
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February 26 Presentation of debutantes, Ukrainian Medical Association 
Chicago of North America (Illinois Branch), Palmer House Hilton, 
 www.umana.org or umanadeb@aol.com

February 26- Gerdany-making instructional course, with Olha Lesko, 
March 19 The Ukrainian Museum, www.ukrainianmuseum.org or 
New York 212-228-0110

February 27 Presentation by Andriy Kohut, “KGB Archives in Ukraine: 
Chicago Collections, Declassified Files, Personalities and Access,” 
 Ukrainian Institute of Modern Art, www.uima-chicago.org 

March 6 Family workshop on ceramics, with artist Slava Gerulak, 
New York The Ukrainian Museum, www.ukrainianmuseum.org or 
 212-228-0110

March 6 Youth rave dance, “Glow X,” Ukrainian American Youth 
Jenkintown, PA Civics Club, Ukrainian Educational and Cultural Center, 
 www.ueccphila.org

March 9 Presentation by Volodymyr Dibrova, “Do We Need Another 
New York Book on Taras Shevchenko?” Harvard Ukrainian Research
 Institute, Columbia University, https://harriman.columbia.edu/
 event/do-we-need-another-book-on-taras-shevchenko/

March 20 Taras Shevchenko celebration, Ukrainian Educational and
Jenkintown, PA  Cultural Center, www.ueccphila.org

March 20, 26 In-person family workshop, “Pysanky: Ukrainian Easter 
New York Eggs,”The Ukrainian Museum, www.ukrainianmuseum.org or 
 212-228-0110

March 24-27 Art exhibit at an international art fair, featuring works by 
Palm Beach, FL Ola Rondiak, John William Gallery, Art Miami, 
 www.johnwilliamgallery.com

March 26-June 4 Embroidery instructional course, with Lubow Wolynetz, 
New York The Ukrainian Museum, www.ukrainianmuseum.org or 
 212-228-0110

March 27,  In-person Ukrainian Pysanka workshop, with instruction by 
April 3, April 10 Lesia Lebed and Tania Snihur, The Ukrainian Museum, 
New York www.ukrainianmuseum.org or 212-228-0110

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

using random pieces of rubber tubing he 
found while working in the Pennsylvania 
mines. He was ahead of the curve in condi-
tioning, even bringing aboard a track 
coach to help baserunners improve their 
technique.

When he started with Kansas City, he 
encouraged the team to install a batting 
cage underneath the Municipal Stadium 
seats, so players entering a game could take 
a few swings to loosen up. This was the 
first batting cage in organized baseball. In 
today’s game, every team uses a cage and 
video equipment.

As a manager, Metro was quick to argue 
with umpires, stirring up the crowd and fir-
ing up his team. He liked to act theatrical 
with gestures, such as removing a base or 
throwing bats on the field. It is said he 
influenced the managerial style of Lou 
Piniella, who played for Metro on that 1970 
Royals team.

Metro passed away on March 18, 2011, 
at the age of 92 from mesothelioma. His 

influence on the early development of the 
Kansas City Royals has been described as 
underappreciated. Many Royals fans 
believe that Metro and Cedric Tallis deserve 
to be in the Royals Hall of Fame.

Metro Moreskowich

Charles Moreskowich was born on April 
28, 1918, to Pauline and Metro Mores-
kowich. His father was an immigrant from 
Ukraine who made his living as a coal miner. 
Charlie was the first of nine children. The 
young lad became known as Little Metro, 
after his father, with whom he would tag 
along to watch weekend baseball games. In 
time, Little Metro morphed into Charlie 
Metro, which became his legal name.

He grew up in Nanty Glo, a town in west-
ern Pennsylvania that took its name from 
the Welsh term for “brook of coal.” Young 
Charlie first joined his father in the mines 
the summer after completing his sopho-
more year of high school. He earned 85 
cents for every ton of coal, minus deduc-
tions for dynamite and equipment.

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@
sfgsports.com.

(Continued from page 18)

Charlie Metro...

National Olympic Committee of Ukraine 
wrote on social media. “Being thousands of 
kilometers away from the Motherland, men-
tally we are with our families and friends.”

Their statement made no mention of 
Russia or the military situation in Ukraine.

Ukrainians everywhere can celebrate 
Heraskevych as an Olympic hero.

Biathletes turn in solid  
performances

On the sixth day of competition in 
Beijing, Ivan Kovbasnyuk finished 14th out 
of 27 entrants in men’s alpine skiing. 
Maryna Antsybor came in 58th out of 98 
women racing in 10-kilometer cross-coun-
try skiing, and Team Ukraine was 11th of 
14 in the luge team relay.

A solid performance for Ukraine in these 
Games came on the seventh day when 
Yuliia Dzhima placed eighth out of 89 ath-
letes in the women’s 7.5-kilometer sprint 
biathlon event, missing bronze by some 30 
seconds. Her teammate, Anastasiia Merku-
shyna, placed 24th in the same event.

A highlight on the eighth day was the 
solid achievements by members of the 
men’s biathlon team, with Dmytro 
Pidruchnyi finishing 13th and Artem 
Pryma right behind him at 15th (out of 94 
competitors) in the men’s 10-kilometer 
sprint race.

Biathletes again ruled the ninth day in 
Beijing and 13 seemed to be their lucky 
number. In the women’s 10-kilometer pur-
suit race, Dzhima once again showed her 
skills with her 13th place finish and team-
mate Anastasiia Merkushyna was 25th. The 
two Ukrainians were among 60 race partic-
ipants.

On the men’s side, Pidruchnyi claimed 
the 13th spot in the men’s 12.5-kilometer 
pursuit event with Pryma once more right 
behind, slotting 18th in the competition of 
60. A couple of numbers down was Anton 
Dudchenko in 23rd.

Skipping ahead to day 11, the Ukrainian 
men turned in a solid showing in the 4x7.5-
kilometer biathlon relay coming in 3:41.3 
minutes behind the winning time, placing 
ninth out of 21 teams. In men’s cross-coun-
try Nordic combined, Dmytro Mazurchuk 
was 32nd out of 48 skiers. Day 12 featured 
the women’s 4x6-kilometer biathlon relay 
with Team Ukraine finishing a solid perfor-
mance in seventh place out of 20 teams, 
3:00.2 behind first place. The team consist-

ed of Iryna Petrenko, Dzhima, Merkushyna 
and Olena Bilosiuk.

COVID-19 derails  
freestyle skiers

Ukraine’s freestyle skiers were unable to 
compete in the team event due to a series 
of positive COVID-19 tests. The five-mem-
ber squad of skiers included 2018 Olympic 
gold medalist Oleksandr Abramenko, 
Dmytro Kotovskyi, Oleksandr Okipniuk, 
Anastasiia Novosad and Olga Polyuk. The 
five were entered to compete in men’s, 
women’s and team competitions.

According to the National Olympic 
Committee of Ukraine, three skiers, 
Kotovskyi, Novosad and Okipniuk, were 
notified of positive test results prior to the 
team event, eliminating Team Ukraine from 
participation. The three athletes were 
placed in isolation and given proper medi-
cal care. The NOC of Ukraine noted they 
were expecting Ukrainian skiers to perform 
well in this discipline.

On February 11, Heraskevych revealed 
exclusively to the Kyiv Post that he tested 
positive for COVID-19 and missed a train-
ing session prior to his skeleton event. 
According to the Kyiv Post, some eight 
Ukrainian athletes in Beijing missed train-
ing or a competition because of a positive 
COVID-19 test.

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@
sfgsports.com.

(Continued from page 18)

Abramenko wins...

Biathlete Dmytro Pidruchnyi placed 
13th in the men’s 10-kilometer individu-

al race.

noc.-ukr.org

I am proud of the Ostroh Academy and 
its employees because none of us had the 
idea to flee from the Academy or from 
Ukraine in search of better luck.

On the contrary, when the enemy is 
standing at the border, we are even more 
united. We organized our Academy’s detach-
ment of a territorial defense force named 
after the Princes of Ostroh, of our patrons, 
who in the 15th century demonstrated that 
a small army can defeat a large army if we 
are united, motivated and love our country.

I am confident and believe that we will 
never hold real weapons in our hands, we 
will never shoot real people. We are a 

peaceful nation. But, as George Washington 
said, “We are persuaded that one of the 
most effectual means of preserving peace, 
is to be prepared for war.”

We are incredibly lucky compared to 
other nations to have two anthems: our 
national anthem and the spiritual anthem. 
These are the following words in one of 
our spiritual songs: “Lord, grant us the 
unity.” Today we ask Him to give 
Ukrainians peace, wisdom and unity. Only 
unity will bring us victory.

The state banner and the national 
anthem that unite us are, unfortunately, 
also sprinkled abundantly with the blood 
of our patriots. May they unite our acade-
my and the whole of Ukraine today.

Glory to Ostroh Academy! 
Glory to Ukraine!

(Continued from page 6)

Ostroh...

mating the number of Ukrainians using this 
question. First, race and ancestry are differ-
ent concepts. Ukrainian is not a race and 
asking for race may confuse some people. 
Some respondents may not have answered 
the question or provided an incorrect 
answer. Second, the question does not have 
the option of offering two ancestries. This 
is likely to reduce the number of Ukrainians. 
On top of that, the Bureau of the Census is 
having difficulty processing the census 

data, as it has been seriously affected by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. It seems that it will be 
a while before we have reliable data for 
2020.

The census and American Community 
Survey are the primary data sources on 
Ukrainians in the U.S. Although sometimes 
a data set may have some problems, the 
Bureau of the Census strives to produce 
quality data. Federal and state agencies and 
private businesses and civic organizations 
use these data for decision-making involv-
ing millions of dollars. They can also be 
helpful for Ukrainian companies and civic 
and religious organizations.

(Continued from page 12)

Number...
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