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By Mark Raczkiewycz

(This print story is based on a fluid situation amid 
Russia’s ongoing full-scale invasion of Ukraine, and 
whose components might lose its relevance.)

IVANO-FRANKIVSK – Ukraine’s former ruler, Moscow, 
wants to rule it once again after three decades of not hold-
ing sway over what it considered its colony or province and 
currently believes the country has no right to nationhood. 

Before dawn on February 24, Russian President 
Vladimir Putin ordered the launch of a full-scale invasion 
that also included advances from Belarus, occupied Crimea 
and the eastern Ukrainian war zone from where he has 
waged war since 2014. 

President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, who leads a nation 
whose land area equates the size of France or Texas, 
declared martial law restricting certain civil rights and 
freedom of movement. 

“The Ukrainian army took the fight…Ukraine stands 
with both feet on the ground and continues to defend 
itself,” the country’s second war-time president said.  

Kyiv reported neutralizing six Russian military air-
planes, 2 helicopters and several tanks and weaponized 
drones as of 3 p.m. Kyiv time. 

Kremlin forces reached the ring road around Kharkiv, 
the nation’s second largest city of more than 1 million 
located 40 kilometers from Russia, as of 3 p.m.

Russian troops also entered from Belarus toward the 
most direct route to Kyiv through the Chornobyl nuclear 
zone, Interior Minister Anton Herashchenko stated. 

State broadcaster UA:Pershiy reported that five oblasts 
were attacked from occupied Crimea with Russian tanks 
seen rolling in and Odesa also was reported to have been 

assaulted, including by descending Russian paratroopers. 
Mariupol, the Donetsk Oblast’s second largest city, also 
faced hostility. 

The military facilities at the airports of Lviv and Ivano-
Frankivsk as well as other areas in western Ukraine, were 
also struck by rockets. 

Simultaneously, Ukraine severed all diplomatic ties with 
Russia. The previous day, The Ukrainian Weekly indepen-
dently confirmed that Russia had taken down its national 
flag at all diplomatic missions in the country: Kyiv, Kharkiv, 
Lviv and Odesa. 

About 150,000-200,000 Russian troops buttressed with 
sophisticated weaponry had been deployed in and around 
Ukraine before the full-scale assault. They’ve been assem-
bling since April of last year before troops left staging 
bases only to return in November when the current forces 
started to amass. 

A survey commissioned by the CNN of both Ukraine 
and Russia says that 50 percent of Russians say the use of 
force against Ukraine to prevent it from joining NATO is 
warranted. 

The survey question was posed based on one of Mr. 
Putin’s security demands toward the West issued last year 
when he threatened “technical-military measures” if they 
were not met. 

At least 40 Ukrainian military personnel were killed as 
of 1 p.m. on February 24. Confirmed reports also found 
that a military transport plane was shot down south of Kyiv 
with more than a dozen people on board. 

Russian prisoners also were taken. 
Near Chernihiv, an entire reconnaissance platoon of the 

Russian 74th Motorized Rifle Brigade from Kemerov 
Oblast surrendered,” said Valeriy Zaluzhnyi, commander-
in-chief of Armed Forces. 

“Russia treacherously attacked our state in the morning, 
as Nazi Germany did in World War II,” Mr. Zelenskyy said. 
“As of today, our countries are on different sides of world 
history. Russia has embarked on a path of evil, but Ukraine 
is defending itself and won’t give up its freedom no matter 
what Moscow thinks.”

A third state-level cyberattack hit Ukraine in less than 
two months a day before Russia’s full-blown invasion.

Banking services were disrupted and several govern-
ment websites were temporarily shut down from distribut-
ed denial of service (DDoS) attacks. The previous two 
cyberattacks this year were attributed to Russia by the U.S., 
Britain and Ukraine. 

Card payment systems were still unavailable as of 6:40 
p.m. on February 24 in Ivano-Frankivsk, a regional capital 
located in the foothills of the Carpathian Mountains. 

Each regions has leeway how to implement martial law, 
which went into force and is more than the previous day’s 
state of emergency that was imposed. 

Curfews can be established, property could be forcibly 
taken over for military use, the presumption innocence is 
legal principle is suspended, documents checks without 
cause on persons are allowed, no public assemblies can be 
held and communications networks are strictly regulated. 

From the Kremlin-dominated State Duma legislator, a 
senior lawmaker said Russia aims to subjucate Ukraine, 

“We will insist that the government that comes to power 
will be one that stands for constructive relations with our 
country,” Vyacheslav Nikonov, first deputy chairman of the 
International Affairs Committee in the State Duma, told 
state television. “Everything necessary for that will be 
done.”  

Russia invades ukRaine

(Continued on page 9)

Two damaged Russian armored vehicles pictures somewhere in Ukraine on February 24.

Captured Russian soldiers at an undisclosed location in 
Ukraine on February 24. 

Ministry of Defense of Ukraine
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EU sanctions hit Russian officials

EU sanctions against Russia took effect 
on February 23 as the bloc responded to 
Russia’s aggression against Ukraine by tar-
geting government officials, lawmakers and 
businesses. The sanctions apply to 27 indi-
viduals and entities, including government 
ministers, senior military officers, compa-
nies and business leaders for their role in 
“threatening the territorial integrity” of 
Ukraine, the EU said in a statement. 
Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu, a 
top adviser to President Vladimir Putin, 
and all 351 lawmakers who voted in favor 
of recognizing the independence of 
Donetsk and Luhansk in eastern Ukraine 
are among those targeted. The sanctions 
place a freeze on the assets of the individu-
als and entities listed and ban the individu-
als from traveling in the EU. An EU state-
ment said the bloc was holding further 
measures in reserve that could be imple-
mented if Mr. Putin launches an attack or 
pushes troops deeper into Ukraine. 
German Foreign Affairs Minister Annalena 
Baerbock called the EU sanctions “a first 
step” and said more could follow. The sanc-
tions come a day after Mr. Putin dramatical-
ly escalated tensions with the West by rec-
ognizing the independence of Luhansk and 
Donetsk, areas of which Russia-backed sep-
aratists control. The EU said Mr. Shoigu was 
targeted because, under his “command and 
orders, Russian troops have held military 
drills in the illegally annexed Crimea and 
have been positioned at the border,” 
according to AP, quoting the sanctions list. 
“He is ultimately responsible for any mili-
tary action against Ukraine.” Mr. Putin’s 
chief of staff, Anton Vaino, was also sanc-
tioned, AP said. Mr. Vaino has played an 
active role in the Kremlin decision-making 
process and influenced Mr. Putin’s thinking. 
The measures also hit banks that finance 
Russia’s armed forces. In addition, they tar-
get the ability of Moscow to access EU capi-
tal and financial markets and services and 
ban EU trade with the two regions in east-
ern Ukraine. The new measures come on 
top of sanctions that were imposed on 
Russia after it annexed Ukraine’s Crimean 
Peninsula in 2014. They also follow sanc-
tions announced by the United States on 

February 22. The U.S. measures include 
blocking sanctions on two Russian banks, 
sanctions to block Moscow’s access to 
Western financial institutions and sanc-
tions on Russian oligarchs. (RFE/RL, with 
reporting by AP, AFP and dpa)

New cyberattacks hit Ukraine

Several Ukrainian government websites 
and the websites of some Ukrainian banks 
were offline on February 23 in what the 
government said was another apparent 
cyberattack. The websites of the parlia-
ment, the Cabinet and the Ministry of 
Reintegration of the Occupied Territories 
were among those that were inaccessible. 
Ukraine’s state cybersecurity agency said 
the attack temporarily disabled the web-
sites, adding that attacks in general have 
sharply escalated in the past week. The 
agency blamed the attack on Russian 
actors, saying they are “no longer even try-
ing” to hide their identity. The government 
said it was the start of a distributed denial 
of service (DDoS) attack – a type of attack 
that overwhelms websites by sending a 
large number of requests at once. “At about 
4 p.m., another mass DDoS attack on our 
state began. We have relevant data from a 
number of banks,” said Minister of Digital 
Transformation Mykhailo Fedorov. The 
websites were not accessible or only barely 
functioning. Security measures taken after 
previous cyberattacks, including one last 
week, appeared to prevent the attack from 
hitting other government sites. The United 
States is in touch with Ukrainian authorities 
about the country’s cybersecurity needs, 
White House spokeswoman Jen Psaki said. 
“We’re going to move with urgency to 
assess the nature and extent of [the cyber-
attack], what steps need to be taken, and 
therefore a response,” she said. Ukrainian 
authorities said this week they had seen 
online warnings that hackers were prepar-
ing to launch major attacks on government 
agencies, banks and the defense sector. The 
online networks of the Defense Ministry 
and two banks were overwhelmed last 
week in the most recent cyberattack. 
Ukraine blamed that DDoS attack on Russia. 
Moscow has denied any involvement. Fears 

(Continued on page 9)

 NEWS ANALYSIS

by Paul Goble
Eurasia Daily Monitor

Over the last 30 years, demographic 
shifts in each of the post-Soviet countries 
have changed power relations both within 
and between them. The most obvious 
changes are in the size of the populations of 
each state, with declines in nine of the 15 
and increases registered only in the six for-
mer Soviet Muslim-majority countries. At 
the same time, ethnic homogenization in 
favor of the respective titular nationalities 
has been an unrelenting process in each of 
the 15 – except for the Russian Federation, 
which has become more ethnically diverse 
over the past three decades. The first of 
these changes means that the demographic 
center of gravity in Eurasia is increasingly 
shifting to the east and south, away from 
Russia: youth are a growing share of the 
population in the Muslim-majority coun-
tries of the former Soviet space, while the 
nations in Russia and all the rest have been 
aging. The second demographic shift – 
decreasing ethnic diversity in each post-
Soviet country surrounding Russia – is hav-
ing a three-fold effect. It is putting those 
governments under mounting pressure to 
reflect the views of the titular majority. 
Moscow is rapidly losing the Russian dias-
poras on which it has traditionally relied to 
maintain influence and control over neigh-
boring states. And Russia’s government is 
under rising pressure from its own popula-
tion to limit (non-ethnic-Russian) immigra-
tion and boost Russian birthrates (Vedo-

mosti, December 26; RBC, December 9).
But within these broader trends are 

evolving developments that may have an 
even more immediately profound impact. 
Among them, three are particularly impor-
tant now: 1) the formation of an enormous-
ly large Russian diaspora in the West, 2) the 
flight of Armenians from their own war-
torn country, and 3) the transformation of 
Kazakhstan from a bi-national state in 
which ethnic Russians play a critical role 
into a mono-ethnic one that is far more like 
the rest of Central Asia, even if most of its 
people still speak the language of the for-
mer metropolitan center.

Russia’s demographic decline reflects 
not only its falling birthrates and rising per 
capita deaths but also massive emigration. 
Moscow has attempted to compensate by 
promoting immigration, but so far that 
attempt has been only partially successful 
and is likely to be less so in the coming 
years. Indeed, Russia’s population decline 
has been, above all, the story of the demo-
graphic collapse of the Russian nation. Last 
year, residents of the Russian Federation 
decreased by over a million as the result 
both of more deaths (partially due to 
COVID-19) and fewer births and the 
increasingly massive exodus of Russians to 
live and work abroad (IA Realist, January 
29). Immigrant workers have not been able 
to compensate for this domestic contrac-
tion either quantitatively or, more impor-
tantly, qualitatively, given that most of the 

by Steve Gutterman
RFE/RL

At the end of a bitter and bellicose 
speech in which he took aggressive aim at 
Kyiv and the West, Russian President 
Vladimir Putin said he was recognizing the 
Moscow-backed separatist entities that 
control parts of eastern Ukraine as inde-
pendent countries – and quickly signed a 
decree making it official.

For years, and even in recent months, it 
was widely believed that Mr. Putin would 
refrain from making such a move. After all, 
it would put a potentially powerful lever of 
influence over Kyiv – the Minsk accords, 
agreements aimed to end the war that has 
killed more than 13,200 people in the 
Donbas since 2014 and resolve the conflict 
between the separatists and Ukraine’s gov-
ernment – out of reach.

So, why did he do it? Here are some pos-
sible reasons.

Minsk mired

Signed in February 2015, the agreement 
known as Minsk 2 was seen by Moscow as 
a way to gain strong sway over Ukrainian 
policy – domestic and foreign – by handing 
a large measure of autonomy to the Russia-
backed forces who had held parts of the 
Donetsk and Luhansk regions – the Donbas 
– since the spring of 2014.

But Russia and Ukraine have fundamen-
tal disagreements over key aspects of the 
pact, including the sequencing of the confi-
dence-building steps it calls for. And Mr. 

Putin may have given up hope that the 
agreement would ever be implemented on 
Moscow’s terms.

Avoid wider war, or just postpone it?
Listening to Mr. Putin’s address to the 

nation late on February 21, one might be 
excused for thinking he was about to 
announce what the United States has said 
could come at any moment, with more than 
150,000 Russian troops massed near 
Ukraine’s borders: a large-scale military 
assault on the neighboring nation.

It still could: Mr. Putin’s litany of com-
plaints about Ukraine echoed previous 
harangues about a country he suggested 
was a fabrication of the Bolshevik leader 
Vladimir Lenin, hinting at ambitions that 
could hardly be satisfied by declaring two 
chunks of the country independent.

And several analysts predicted that rec-
ognition would only be the first step 
toward what could be a major military 
campaign aimed at bringing down the gov-
ernment in Kyiv.

But at least for now, Mr. Putin may have 
seen recognition as a way to extract some-
thing he can claim as a win while avoiding 
two extremes – a massive new invasion and 
the bloodshed that would ensue, on the one 
hand, and the appearance of a climbdown 
in the face of Ukrainian and Western 
resolve on the other.

At the same time, Russia will presum-
ably be able to continue exerting military 
pressure on Ukraine. In the Donbas itself, 

Demographic shifts change power relations 
within and between post-Soviet states

Madness or method? Why Putin recognized 
the Russia-backed separatists in Ukraine
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   FOR THe ReCORd
Biden statement on Russia’s ‘unprovoked and unjustified attack’ on Ukraine

Polish American Congress condemns Russian invasion of Ukraine

The following statement was release by 
the White House on February 23. It was 
attributed to U.S. President Joe Biden.

The prayers of the entire world are 
with the people of Ukraine tonight as they 
suffer an unprovoked and unjustified 
attack by Russian military forces. 
[Russian] President [Vladimir] Putin has 
chosen a premeditated war that will bring 
a catastrophic loss of life and human suf-

fering. Russia alone is responsible for the 
death and destruction this attack will 
bring, and the United States and its allies 
and partners will respond in a united and 
decisive way. The world will hold Russia 
accountable.

I will be monitoring the situation from 
the White House this evening and will 
continue to get regular updates from my 
national security team. Tomorrow, I will 
meet with my G-7 counterparts in the 

morning and then speak to the American 
people to announce the further conse-
quences the United States and our allies 
and partners will impose on Russia for 
this needless act of aggression against 
Ukraine and global peace and security. We 
will also coordinate with our NATO allies 
to ensure a strong, united response that 
deters any aggression against the 
Alliance. Tonight, Jill and I are praying for 
the brave and proud people of Ukraine.

The following statement was released by 
the Polish American Congress on February 
24.

The Polish American Congress 
unequivocally condemns Russian recogni-
tion of rebel entities in eastern Ukraine 
and the invasion of Russian troops into 
Ukraine. We see the Russian action as an 
unwarranted aggression that undermines 
international law and principles of sover-
eignty and independence. This action 
makes a diplomatic solution more diffi-
cult. The Polish American Congress re-
affirms its support for the sovereignty, 
independence and territorial integrity of 
Ukraine. We demand that all Russian 

troops are pulled back from the sovereign 
territory of Ukraine.

We also are extremely concerned that a 
further escalation is possible and [we are 
concerned about] the ramifications this 
may have for the entire region. The con-
tinued presence of Russian troops in 
Belarus is not only a threat to Ukraine, but 
also affects the security of Poland and the 
Baltic states. We fear the humanitarian 
crisis that may develop if the Russian 
aggression against Ukraine escalates and 
[we fear] its effects on the region.

We call on the Biden administration to 
follow through with [the] toughest possi-
ble sanctions against Russian financial 
and energy sectors. These sanctions 

should be as painful as possible to the rul-
ing Russian elite to make it clear that their 
actions show a blatant disregard for all 
norms of international law and that the 
democratic community will not stand for 
aggression against sovereign and inde-
pendent Ukraine. We urge the Biden 
administration to continue to provide 
meaningful military aid to Ukraine and 
the efforts to re-affirm its commitment to 
support Poland and other NATO allies in 
the region. Russian escalation against 
Ukraine affects [all of] East and Central 
Europe and [the] security of several close 
U.S allies. We call on the Biden administra-
tion to show strong resolve against 
Russian aggression.

Canadian politicians consider potential humanitarian crisis in ukraine

Canada imposes sanctions on Russia, sends more military troops to NATO effort

by Christopher Guly

OTTAWA – As U.S. President Joe Biden 
warned on February 18 that he was “con-
vinced” Russian President Vladimir Putin 
has “made the decision” to invade Ukraine 
and take the capital, Kyiv, and tens of thou-
sands of people in eastern Ukraine have left 
or have been evacuated amid a full military 
mobilization by separatist leaders in the 
region, Canadian politicians have already 
turned their attention to the humanitarian 
crisis that could result from a full-scale 
Russian incursion.

“As the situation facing Ukraine from 
Russian aggression continues to become 
more dire, Canada must take action to sup-
port those Ukrainians who want to come to 
our county,” said two Official Opposition 
Conservative Members of Parliament in a 
February 17 statement.

“We fear that there is no plan to deal with 
a potential crisis in Ukraine that could leave 
our allies stranded in a country occupied by 
a hostile force,” said Jasraj Singh Hallan, the 
Conservative shadow minister for immigra-

tion, refugees and citizenship, and Laila 
Goodridge, the shadow minister for families, 
children and social development.

“We fear that there is no plan to deal 
with a potential crisis in Ukraine that could 
leave our allies stranded in a country with a 
hostile force,” they said.

As “the threat of a Russian invasion 
looms, priority must be given to temporari-
ly implementing visa-free travel from 
Ukraine to Canada, and to expedite other 
current immigration applications from 
Ukraine nationals,” they said

The two Conservative MPs also want 
Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship 
Canada to “offer a streamlined process for 
Ukrainian visa holders to extend their stay 
if they are already in Canada,” and they 
reached out to the minister responsible for 
that department, Sean Fraser, “to take the 
necessary steps to make it easier for 
Ukrainian people to come to Canada,” they 
said. They had yet to receive a response to 
their request.  The Ukrainian Weekly, which 
also sought comment on the request, also 
did not receive a response.

Canada’s opposition New Democrats 
have also pressed the Canadian govern-
ment to respond to the “looming humani-
tarian disaster in Ukraine, [with] thousands 
of Ukrainians … seeking refuge in Canada,” 
Heather McPherson, an Edmonton MP with 
the left-of-center New Democratic Party, 
said during the Question Period in the 
House of Commons on February 17.

She too called on Mr. Fraser to “ensure 
humanitarian aid and better support for 
those Ukrainians who are fleeing violence.”

Robert Oliphant, parliamentary secre-
tary to Foreign Affairs Minister Mélanie Joly 
in Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s Liberal 
government, said in response that “there is 
no situation that we are more seized with 
right now than Ukraine.”

“We have also been very clear that we 
are standing with Canadian citizens who 
are in Ukraine and any possible humanitar-
ian crisis that could extend following a pos-
sible incursion,” Mr. Oliphant said.

However, he said that the Canadian gov-
ernment’s current “mission is to de-esca-
late Russia’s total disrespect for the territo-

rial integrity of Ukraine” and that Canada 
“will stand with the people of Ukraine, 
whether it is militarily, whether it is 
through humanitarian assistance and by 
helping every Ukrainian who is in trouble.” 

CBC News, Canada’s public broadcaster, 
reported that Ms. Joly has “obtained assur-
ances” from foreign affairs ministers in 
Poland, Romania, Hungary and Slovakia 
that Canadians in Ukraine seeking to flee 
the country can enter those four nations 
“without hindrance.” Canada is also report-
edly in discussions with Moldova to ensure 
that its borders remain open to Canadians.

The Canadian government has been con-
tacted by about 800 Canadians in Ukraine, 
the news service for the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corporation said.

Meanwhile, Canada appears prepared to 
send more Canadian troops to Eastern 
Europe, beyond some of its existing commit-
ments that include a 540-soldier battle-
group in Latvia, as part of Operation 
Reassurance, Canada’s military contribution 

by Christopher Guly

OTTAWA – Canada joined other Western 
countries on February 22 in imposing what 
Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 
characterized as the “first round” of eco-
nomic sanctions against Russia a day after 
that country’s president, Vladimir Putin, 
formally recognized the eastern Ukrainian 
regions of Donetsk and Luhansk as inde-
pendent republics and announced plans to 
send “peacekeeping” troops to the two 
breakaway oblasts.

“Make no mistake, this is a further inva-
sion of a sovereign state and it is complete-
ly unacceptable,” Mr. Trudeau told report-
ers at a February 22 news conference in 
Ottawa where he was joined by the three of 
the most senior women in his cabinet. 
“Russia’s brazen provocations are a threat 
to security and peace in the world.”

He said that in response Canada will 
impose sanctions against Russia under two 
economic measures regulations the 
Canadian government established in 2014 
following Russia’s annexation of Crimea.

“We will ban Canadians from all finan-
cial dealings with the so-called indepen-
dent states of Luhansk and Donetsk,” the 
Canadian prime minister said.

“We will sanction members of the 
Russian parliament who voted for the ille-
gal decision to recognize these so-called 
republics. We will ban Canadians from 
engaging in purchases of Russian sovereign 
debt, and we will apply additional sanc-
tions on two state-backed Russian banks 
[the Russia Central Bank and Russia’s 
National Wealth Fund] and prevent any 
financial dealings with them,” he said.

“These sanctions are a major step and tar-
get those responsible for violating the sover-
eignty and territorial integrity of Ukraine, 
and they will remain in place until the terri-
torial integrity of Ukraine is restored.”

Canada’s punitive measures against 
Russia followed those also announced on 
February 22 from the United States, where 
President Joe Biden said that two Russian 
financial institutions and the country’s sover-
eign debt would be cut off from Western 
financing, along with the United Kingdom, 
where Prime Minister Boris Johnson unveiled 
sanctions on five Russian banks and three 
Russian businessmen with ties to the U.K.

Meanwhile in Germany, Chancellor Olaf 
Scholz suspended the certification process 
of the Nord Stream 2 natural gas pipeline 
connecting his country to Russia.

Canada will also deploy up to 460 mem-
bers of the Canadian Armed Forces (CAF) 
to Operation Reassurance, Canada’s mili-
tary contribution to NATO’s deterrence 
mission in the region.

An artillery battery of about 120 CAF 
personnel, drawn from bases across 
Canada, will join Reassurance within 30 
days for a six-week deployment, Canadian 
Defense Minister Anita Anand said at the 
news conference with Mr. Trudeau.

She said that most of the new contingent 

of military personnel will be assigned later 
in March to HMCS Halifax, another frigate 
Canada is sending to the region, along with 
some of the 460 CAF members attached to 
maritime patrol aircraft under NATO com-
mand and control.

About 3,400 additional CAF personnel 
“are authorized to deploy to the NATO 
Response Force should they be required by 
NATO,” according to a February 22 news 
release from Mr. Trudeau’s office.

Ms. Anand also confirmed that Canada 
has made a second delivery of lethal aid to 
Ukraine.

On February 14, the Canadian govern-
ment announced that it would donate 

about $6 million worth of lethal weapons 
and “assorted support items” to the 
Ukrainian Armed Forces, the Canadian 
Department of National Defense said in a 
news release. The equipment includes 
machine guns, pistols, carbines, 1.5 million 
rounds of ammunition and sniper rifles.

“NATO, the alliance that has under-
pinned the rules-based international order 
that has kept us safe since the end of World 
War II, is being tested,” said Ms. Anand at 
the February 22 news conference. “Much to 
Mr. Putin’s dismay, however, NATO is more 
unified than ever before.”

(Continued on page 15)

(Continued on page 7)
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Lviv, the city of lions, prepares to battle the Russian bear
by Askold Krushelnycky

LVIV – This week ominous indications 
mounted here that a Russian attack on 
Ukraine was coming as the Kremlin sought 
to stage the very type of fake attacks 
against ethnic Russians that U.S. and U.K. 
intelligence predicted would be used to jus-
tify a pretext to launch a new invasion of 
Ukraine.

While Ukrainians were apprehensive, 
there was no panic in its large cities – the 
capital Kyiv, or in Lviv, the largest city in the 
country’s west.

However, the Kremlin created genuine 
consternation on February 18 in Donetsk 
and Luhansk, the largest cities held by pro-
Moscow forces in Ukraine’s eastern Donbas 
area that Russian forces and their puppets 
occupied in 2014, igniting in earnest 
Russia’s war against Ukraine.

On February 18, the Donetsk authorities 
said they would evacuate 700,000 people 
to protect them from a fictional attack that 
Ukrainian officials said would not happen. 
In what seemed a deliberate effort to whip 
up more panic, they published photos of 
people lining up to draw out cash at ATMs.

Ukrainian cynics predict that a bus or 
car full of fleeing refugees might soon be 
blown up by the Russians with graphic 
Saddam Hussein-style photographs of dead 
babies.

The pro-Russian side began artillery 
shelling against the Ukrainians midweek 

and accused them of shattering the shaky 
ceasefire there which had held for several 
weeks. One of the Russian shells hit a kin-
dergarten on the Ukrainian side, but 
Moscow’s television and other media 
immediately claimed that photographs of 
the damaged building occurred in the 
Russian occupied areas.

Kyiv brought 40 western journalists to 
the damaged kindergarten to disprove the 
Russian claim, which should have dis-
proved the lie. But, in the Russian media, 
the fake claim robustly continued among a 
slew of Kremlin lies being churned out to 
convince Russians that Ukraine is out to get 
them and to provide a casus belli, however 
flimsy.

As the West accused Moscow of lying 
about withdrawing its troops from around 
Ukraine, the country’s western city of Lviv 
has emerged as a fallback center of govern-
ment should the country’s capital, Kyiv, be 
overrun by a Russian invasion.

Although many Ukrainian senior admin-
istration members, military and intelli-
gence figures are not convinced that a 
Russian attack is inevitable, they admit that 
the probability of an attack – possibly to 
take all of the country or, more likely, to 
shear off a portion – is at the highest in the 
eight years since the war began in 2014.

U.S. President Joseph Biden, other 
Western leaders and NATO said that 
Moscow’s claim earlier this week it had 
started to withdraw some of the estimated 

150,000 troops encircling Ukraine were 
plain lies and the Kremlin had, in fact, 
deployed an additional 7,000 troops to 
Ukraine’s borders.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelens-
kyy said his country had not seen “any 
troop withdrawal yet.”

Officials from the U.K., the U.S., the EU 
and NATO said that, far from withdrawing 
its forces, the Kremlin had this week bol-
stered their military readiness along the 
border. A senior Biden official said that 
Russia “could launch a false pretext at any 
moment to justify an invasion of Ukraine.”

There were reports of fighting and viola-
tions of the ceasefire from both Ukrainian 
and pro-Russian forces facing each other in 
eastern Ukraine’s Donbas conflict zone. The 
Ukrainian military said heavy artillery fire 
from the pro-Moscow side in the town of 
Stanysia-Luhanska knocked out much of 
the electricity supplies there.

Ukrainians had hoped the Kremlin’s dec-
larations about withdrawal were genuine 
and meant that de-escalation and some 
sort of peace, however precarious, was in 
the offing.

The information that the Kremlin seems 
to be increasing its attack capabilities has 
left Ukrainians perplexed and nervous 
about Russian intentions.

Lviv, a city of lions

While many cities in Ukraine’s eastern 
and southern coastal areas and even Kyiv 
are viewed as the likeliest early targets of 
any Russian attack, Lviv, close to the border 
with the EU and NATO neighbor Poland is 
seen as less vulnerable.

The U.S., Canadian, German, Australian 
and some other diplomatic missions have 
moved their operations to Lviv, the largest 
city in western Ukraine.

Lviv was founded in the 13th century by 
Ruthenian King Danylo, and historians of 
the city say the term Ruthenian denoted the 
people who were later called Ukrainians.

Danylo named his city after his eldest 
son, Lev, which is the Ukrainian word for 
lion. Lion images and statues figure promi-
nently in the city’s symbols, including its 
coat of arms. Lviv is called the city of lions.

In later centuries Lviv had Polish mas-
ters, was part of the Austro-Hungarian 
Empire and developed into a vibrant city 
with a population of Poles, Jews and 
Ukrainians.

Lviv was the place where Ukrainians’ 
dreams of nationhood and independence 
were revived in the mid-19th century.

The city became the site of some of the 
20th century’s most horrific and bloody 

tragedies during World War II, when mil-
lions of Ukrainians, Poles and Jews died.

Because of its previous historical and 
cultural ties, Lviv became a bridge to the 
West and an important channel for the 
influences that saw demands for democra-
cy and human rights gradually become 
solidified in the country.

Lviv, along with other west Ukrainian 
cities, passionately supported the mass 
pro-democracy demonstrations in Kyiv 
which began in late 2013 after then 
President Viktor Yanukovych reneged on 
promises of closer ties with the EU and the 
West.

Instead, he made a deal with Russian 
President Vladimir Putin to take Ukraine 
back into Moscow’s orbit.

The protests turned into a revolution 
which ousted Mr. Yanukovych, who fled to 
Russia. Mr. Putin took advantage of the 
chaos to occupy and then annex Ukraine’s 
Crimean Peninsula in 2014.

He then ignited a war in Donbas where 
“separatist” fighters and Russian mercenar-
ies created, supplied and controlled by 
Moscow have battled against Ukrainian 
troops for nearly eight years.

As Russia built up, since last year, troops 
around Ukraine, the city’s longtime mayor, 
Andriy Sadovyi, said that Lviv’s 800,000 
inhabitants began preparing to not only 
defend their homes, but also care for large 
numbers of refugees expected to flee west-
ward in the event of a large-scale Russian 
attack.

Lviv authorities have prepared 6,000 
places as shelters in case of air or missile 
attacks with their locations shown on the 
city administration’s website and circulated 
in newspapers.

“We have taken measures to ensure that 
Lviv continues to have electricity and clean 
water supplies and we have laid in three 
months of reserves medicines and other 
medical supplies,” Mr. Sadovyi said.

Estimated numbers of refugees vary 
from hundreds of thousands to millions. 
Poland earlier this month said it had plans 
to take in 1 million refugees fleeing across 
its border with Ukraine.

Mr. Sadovyi said that Lviv is coordinating 
with other cities and towns in western 
Ukraine to share the burden of absorbing 
refugees between them. He said some 
8,000 soldiers from Lviv had served in the 
conflict in the east of the country with 
more than 100 being killed.

“These soldiers are risking and giving 
their lives to defend our country, including 

Lviv Mayor Andriy Sadovyi is pictured in his office in Lviv on February 14.

Askold Krushelnycky

by Askold Krushelnycky

KHARKIV, Ukraine – Kharkiv, one of 
Ukraine’s most important industrial and 
cultural centers, is only 25 miles from the 
Russian border and everyone here knows 
their city is a top target if Kremlin leader 
Vladimir Putin orders an invasion.

Politicians, patriotic groups, pro-west-
ern community activists and even Ukrainian 
language teachers were not surprised to 
learn about a chilling warning by American 
intelligence that, if Russia invades their 
country, they could face arrest, internment 
in concentration camps or execution by the 
occupation authorities.

American intelligence made public over 
the weekend indicates Moscow has already 
drawn up lists of prominent Ukrainian poli-
ticians, pro-democracy activists, journal-
ists, anti-corruption campaigners, religious 
groups, the LGBTQI and Russian and 
Belarusian dissidents who fled to Ukraine 
from their own countries, to be targeted. 
The information indicates that the Russians 
would use lethal force against peaceful pro-
testers.

A letter to the UN from president U.S. 
President Joseph Biden’s administration 
described “credible” information about 
Moscow’s plans to use “targeted killings, 
kidnappings, forced disappearances, unjust 
detentions and the use of torture.”

The Biden administration was apparent-
ly startled by the specificity of the lists of 
Ukrainians who would be sent to concen-
tration camps or be killed. The lists were 
drawn up by Russia’s secret police and mili-
tary intelligence.

Hanna Churkina is a prominent member 
of a pro-democracy group Kharkiv Maidan 
Monitoring and a campaigner for popular-
izing the Ukrainian language.

“Nobody should be surprised by this 

news. This is what the Russians have been 
doing in the areas of Ukraine they’ve occu-
pied since 2014,” Ms. Churkina said. “There 
many people disappeared. Some were later 
found dead and many have never been 
found. Others are languishing in prison 
cells without trial. Some received long sen-
tences after show trials.”

Ms. Churkina knows her activism will 
make her a target if the Russians take 
Kharkiv.

“Of course I’m worried for my family and 
myself, but I’m not running. Why should I 
run? This is my country. It’s the only one 
we have and we will fight to defend it. We 
don’t choose the time to be born into this 
world, but we can choose to behave with 
dignity however enormous or menacing 

Ukrainians remain resolute despite knowing 
Putin will execute and imprison opposition

(Continued on page 5)

Hanna Churkina of Kharkiv Maidan 
Monitoring.

Askold Krushelnycky

(Continued on page 12)
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“I only regret that I have but one life to 
give for my country,” Mr. Hale famously 
said.

“Today, there are thousands and thou-
sands of Ukrainian Nathan Hales standing 
guard in the frozen bunkers and outposts 
along the Belarusian and Russian border,” 
Mr. Kuzma said.  

Against the backdrop of the city’s 
impressive skyline, the blue and yellow of 
the various Ukrainian flags help by attend-
ees of the rally brightened the steps of the 
Capitol as hundreds of Ukrainian 
Americans and representatives of the 
Lithuanian, Polish and Belarusian commu-
nities showed their support for Ukraine as 
it prepared to resist a potential Russian 
onslaught.  

Schoolchildren from the St. Michael’s 
Ukrainian Cultural School in Hartford, 
Conn., designed their own posters for the 
rally. The visiting dignitaries and speakers 
commented on a number of the creative 
messages that caught their attention. 

Those posters included the following 

phrases: “Expose, don’t whitewash Putin’s 
war crimes” and “Putin glorifies Stalin; 
[Tucker] Carlson roots for mass murder-
ers.”

Mr. Blumenthal assured the crowd that 
he has urged U.S. President Joe Biden to 
impose sanctions on Russian oligarchs 
immediately and not wait for an invasion of 
Ukraine.

“Putin must be deterred,” Mr. Blumen-
thal said, as the crowd struck up the slogan, 
“Sanctions NOW!”

The Ukrainian American Veterans and 
parishioners from many different churches 
were able to attend the noontime rally 
immediately following morning liturgies.

In the days following the rally, all of the 
state’s television news networks devoted 
significant airtime to interviews with local 
leaders and spokespersons, among them 
Bohdan Pokora, Natalie Pollock, Lana and 
Eugene Babij, Mr. Kuzma, Mark Melnyk, 
Myron Kolinsky, and Prof. Olena Lennon of 
the University of New Haven in New Haven, 
Conn.

Rally of Ukrainian Americans and supporters brings hundreds to Connecticut state capitol
by Alexander Kuzma

HARTFORD, Conn. – On February 20, 
some 300 Ukrainian Americans and their 
supporters from across central Connecticut 
gathered at the State Capitol here to dem-
onstrate their solidarity with the people of 
Ukraine and to denounce Russia’s expand-
ing aggression against Ukraine.

The rally drew extensive press coverage, 
with a front-page feature story and photos 
in the Hartford Courant and television 
news coverage on Connecticut’s local ABC, 
CBS, Fox and NBC affiliates.

Among the featured speakers were U.S. 
Sen. Richard Blumenthal (D-Conn.) who 
shared his experience when he visited Kyiv 
in January with a Congressional delegation 
that included three Republican and four 
Democratic senators.

“In our meeting with [Ukrainian] 
President [Volodymyr] Zelenskyy, I told the 
president how impressed I’ve been with 
Connecticut’s vibrant Ukrainian communi-
ty,” Mr. Blumenthal said.

“Since the Revolution of Dignity, I believe 
that I’ve visited every one of the Ukrainian 
churches in Connecticut multiple times.  I 
told [Mr.] Zelenskyy that the people of 
Connecticut are with you. All of America 
stands with you.”

The program also included greetings 
from U.S. Reps. John Larson (D-Conn.) and 
Joseph Courtney (D-Conn.).  Earlier that 
morning, Mr. Courtney and his wife, 

Audrey, attended Divine Liturgy at St. 
Mary’s Ukrainian Catholic Church in 
Willimantic, Conn., an historic mill town in 
the eastern portion of the state.  As a prac-
ticing Catholic, he commented on the beau-
ty of the service and the impressive singing 
by the parish choir.

Despite frigid temperatures on the 
morning of the rally, the crowd of peaceful 
demonstrators maintained a buoyant dis-
position, singing “Oi u luzi Chervona 
Kalyna,” as well as the national anthems of 
the United States and Ukraine. They also 
chanted “Slava Ukraini” (glory to Ukraine).

Many participants of the rally here were 
unable to join another rally organized in 
Washington, but they expressed gratitude 
to the organizers of the rally in Connecticut 
for holding a local demonstration that they 
could all attend.

Writing for The Hartford Courant, Eliza 
Fawcett reported on some of the most 
memorable quotes from the rally.

“Ukrainians are a proud people and they 
love their country. They will never become 
part of the Russian empire,” Anatole 
Bobriwnyk, a combat veteran of the 
Vietnam War, told The Courant.

Rally co-organizer Alexander Kuzma, 
who served as an emcee for the event, 
invoked the spirit of Nathan Hale, the 
Connecticut native and Revolutionary War 
hero whose last words before being execut-
ed by British forces are common knowl-
edge to the state’s many schoolchildren.

U.S. Sen. Richard Blumenthal (D-Conn.) addressed a rally of Ukrainian Americans 
and their supporters on the steps of the Connecticut state capitol on February 20.

Alexander Kuzma

U.S. Rep. Joseph Courtney (D-Conn.) addresses individuals who gathered on 
February 20 at the state capitol in Hartford, Conn., to show their support for 

Ukraine.

  FOR THe ReCORd

UWC statement on war
The following statement was released 

by the Ukrainian World Congress (UWC) 
on February 24.

Russia declared an open and unpro-
voked war against Ukraine, launching a 
full-scale multi-pronged invasion in the 
early hours of February 24. The Russian 
Armed Forces are shelling peaceful cit-
ies, bringing death and terror to Ukraine 
and to the whole European continent in 
an attempt to subjugate Ukraine to 
Moscow’s imperial rule and deprive 
Ukraine of its sovereignty.

The Ukrainian World Congress calls 
on the international community to stop 
the Kremlin’s premeditated atrocious 
war against Ukraine, against Europe and 
against the international rules-based 
order. We urge all peace-loving nations 
to act with unity and resolve now and 
support the Ukrainian peoples’ right to 
statehood and independence.

Specifically, the UWC urges allies to 
[take the following actions]:

1. Immediately enact full sanctions on 
Russia, including [their] removal from 
SWIFT

2. Immediately provide weapons and 
military equipment for Ukraine

3. Censure Russia from all interna-
tional organizations, including the UN, 
the Council of Europe and the OSCE

4. Ban Russian ships from Western 
ports

5. Provide financial and humanitarian 
assistance to Ukraine

“Ukraine’s Armed Forces and the peo-
ple of Ukraine are courageously fighting 
[a] Russian invasion. Ukrainians will 
resist and the world must stand with 
Ukraine against the aggressor. Glory to 
Ukraine. Glory to Her Heroes,” Paul Grod, 
the UWC president, said.

Слава Україні! Героям Слава!
#StandWithUkraine #StopRussian 

Aggression
The UWC urges all Ukrainians and 

friends of Ukraine to take the following 
steps:

• Immediately write to your respec-
tive governments and elected officials 
calling on them to help stop Russia’s war 
against Ukraine and support Kyiv

• Host public rallies immediately in 
support of Ukraine

• Share the truth about Russia’s war 
against Ukraine with local media

• Boycott all Russian goods and ser-
vices

this city, and my job is to ensure that Lviv is 
as safe and secure as possible for their fam-
ilies,” he said.

Earlier this year city authorities began 
training sessions that have already seen 
hundreds of people from all walks of life 
learn how to use firearms and to perform 
first aid.

“Every man or woman in Lviv should be 
able to shoot. Weapons will be available for 
everyone who wants to fight,” Mr. Sadovyi 
said.

He said that thousands without previous 
military experience as well as veterans of 
the conflict which began in 2014 have vol-
unteered to defend Lviv in case of a Russian 
attack, adding that he said he completed 
duty as a conscript when he was a young 
man.

“I go shooting and I’m pretty good. Of 
course, if it becomes necessary, I will stand 
and fight,” Mr. Sadovyi said.

Mr. Sadovyi said he couldn’t predict 
what will happen when asked about the 

Kremlin’s contradictory and puzzling decla-
rations.

“Mr. Putin is a sick man to be consider-
ing starting a European war in 2022. We 
are living at the abyss of a conflict between 
democracy and tyranny – that’s what the 
fight is about here. It will decide the fate of 
democracy not just in Ukraine but the rest 
of Europe and beyond,” Mr. Sadovyi said.

The mayor is credited with transforming 
Lviv – with its magnificent Habsburgian 
architecture, winding cobblestone streets 
and laidback pavement cafe atmosphere 
reminiscent of Prague – into a thriving tour-
ist destination drawing 2.5 million visitors 
annually before the COVID-19 pandemic.

He said Lviv had a bitter historic experi-
ence of fighting Russian occupation and 
would face any fresh challenge with a dis-
play of “the honor and resilience of 
Ukrainian people.”

Alluding to Lviv’s affectionate tag as the 
city of lions, Mr. Sadovyi said: “The Lviv lion 
is usually a friendly animal that welcomes 
tourists to our city. But if the Russian bear 
dares to wander in here, that lion will 
become a fierce beast that will chase the 
lion all the way back to its lair.”

(Continued from page 4)

Lviv, the city...
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Following weeks of talks and negotiations, and calls for diplomacy, Vladimir Putin 
has decided that his dream of taking Ukraine was more important. The West has 
gone into reactionary mode in response to Putin’s decision to forego diplomacy, with 
announced targeted economic sanctions against Russia. 

Putin’s dream is Ukraine’s nightmare, with images of civilians seeking shelter and 
escape from the terror Putin’s forces have unleashed. Forty civilians were killed from 
those initial airstrikes, missile attacks and explosions in Kharkiv, Kramatorsk, 
Dnirpo, Mariupol, Odesa and Zaporizhia, among other cities.

The reason behind the attack is the “demilitarization and de-Nazification of 
Ukraine,” the Kremlin stated. Dmitri Peskov, Kremlin spokesman, the move was aimed 
at the “neutralization of [Ukraine’s] military potential, which recently was noticeably 
increased due to, among other things, the active efforts by foreign countries.”

President Joe Biden noted the nature of Russia’s unjustified and unprovoked mili-
tary attack on Ukraine, “President Putin has chosen a premeditated war that will bring 
a catastrophic loss of life and human suffering. Russia alone is responsible for the death 
and destruction this attack will bring, and the United States and its allies and partners 
will respond in a united and decisive way. The world will hold Russia accountable.”

Similar statements of support and commitment to hold Russia accountable were 
echoed by British Prime Minister Boris Johnson, European Commission President 
Ursula von der Leyen, the Group of Seven (G-7), NATO Secretary General Jens 
Stoltenberg, even Hungary’s Prime Minister Viktor Orban, who has typically had 
warm relations with Russia.

What has unfolded did not come out of nowhere. Putin gave ample warning of his 
intention through his positioning of military troops and equipment on Ukraine’s 
borders. The moment of truth has arrived. Ukraine’s allies must back up Ukraine in 
its struggle against Russia, or watch Ukraine fall to Russia – and the Russian threat to 
Europe does not end there. Will sanctions work this time? Should allied counter-
strikes against Russia’s military be initiated? 

De-escalation was never Putin’s intention, and he does not likely come to the 
negotiating table, unless forced to do so. Russia’s recent recognition of the Russia-
occupied regions of Donetsk and Luhansk regions of Ukraine were an additional 
clear signal of Russia’s coming attack.

Russians are mobilizing to protest Putin’s actions against Ukraine, and mass 
street protests are expected across Russia’s cities. Public opinion in Russia for an 
attack against Ukraine was at 50 percent approval, but that number is expected to 
quickly drop once sanctions are felt domestically.

The Ukrainian diaspora community continues its efforts to mobilize the world 
against the threat of Putinism. Although we see the military actions unfold in 
Ukraine, the unseen warfare of economic, cyberattacks and other means of hybrid 
warfare have been ongoing for some time.

Our prayers go out to our fellow Ukrainians who have come under attack by 
Putin’s forces. May peace return quickly, and may the Kremlin feel the response from 
the world.

The Ukrainian Weekly

Sixty-two years ago, on March 5, 1960, readers of The 
Ukrainian Weekly were informed that the U.S. Census Bureau 
would officially recognize Ukraine as a separate country and the 
Ukrainian language as a separate tongue in the 1960 U.S. Census.

Robert W. Burgess, director of the Bureau of Census, U.S. 
Department of Commerce, explained in a letter dated February 

17, 1960, to Dr. Lev E. Dobriansky, national chairman of the Ukrainian Congress 
Committee of America, the latest announcement.

“The enumerators will accept responses of the Ukraine in connection with inquiries on 
country of birth and country of birth parents. In addition, since our letter of November 8, 
1959, it has been determined that there will be a question on mother tongue in the 1960 
Census, and for the foreign born, Ukrainian will be reported and identified as a separate 
mother tongue. We do plan to recognize the Ukraine as a separate entity in our coding 
scheme for country of origin, but, as we indicated in our previous letter, we still have seri-
ous doubts as to the advisability of publishing these figures as a separate entity, particular-
ly in view of the small number of persons who were identified as of Ukrainian birth in the 
1950 Census. In the case of mother tongue, Ukrainian represents a separate item in the 
classification and will appear in most of the tables in which data on mother tongue are 
presented. I am enclosing a copy of the household questionnaire which is to be left at 
every fourth household on which contains the questions on birthplace, birthplace of par-
ents and mother tongue,” Mr. Burgess wrote.

In that same issue of The Weekly, readers were reminded that the U.S. Department of 
Justice in 1955 officially recognized Ukrainian nationality for applicants seeking U.S. citi-
zenship.

Readers of The Weekly were also encouraged to serve as census counters, with an 
explanation of job requirements and applicant restrictions.

Prof. Clarence Manning, in his commentary on the 1960 Census that was featured in the 
same issue of The Weekly, noted how Ukrainians were misidentified in previous censuses, at 
times being identified as “Little Russians,” and how the counting of Ukrainians in the early 
formation of the United States of America has not been maintained in the historical record. 
But national identity among Ukrainians in the U.S. began to gain momentum after World 
War I, with the disintegration of the Austro-Hungarian, Russia and Ottoman Empires.

“The American census is carried out for the government to secure accurate informa-
tion. It is not carried out for any ulterior purposes and, while it is not perfect, the intention 

March
5

1960

Turning the pages back...

by Askold S. Lozynskyj

The recent United Nations Security 
Council (UNSC) meeting convened by the 
Russian Federation under its own chair-
manship was more eye popping than nor-
mal and that says a lot. Russia routinely 
distorts and misinforms. The UNSC is 
mostly an exercise in futility since five per-
manent members have veto power, includ-
ing Russia, which is essentially a rogue 
state.

At the risk of lending credence to yet 
another Russian farce, the discussion 
which ensued offers an opportunity to 
point out that Russian interpretation of 
legal documents and its representation of 
reality differs diametrically with that of 
the entire world, including even China, 
Gabon, Ghana, India and the rest of the 
world.

Russia brought representatives to the 
event, one Tatyana Montyan, an alleged 
Ukrainian attorney born in Crimea trained 
in Moscow as a police officer and known 
for her prowess as a mixed martial arts 
fighter. She apparently is the female ver-
sion of Russian President Vladimir Putin, 
who was trained as a KGB agent and is 
known for his prowess in judo. Ms. 
Montyan’s problems with credibility lie in 
her bombastic nature. Here is one of her 
quotes:

“...bombing and killing civilians, includ-
ing children, has always been the United 
States’ favorite pastime. More than 400 
children in Yugoslavia alone were killed by 
the U.S. and its NATO allies, [and] in Iraq 
and Afghanistan without an account at all.”

Earlier, she had commented on a state-
ment by President Alexander Lukashenka 
of Belarus about plans to return Ukraine 
to the “bosom of Slavism.”

“The head of the republic knows how to 
say the right thing,” she said.

Aside from the legal and political incon-
gruity of questionable ancestry determin-
ing modern political relations, her anti-
quated subjectivity was exposed as she 
referred to independent Belarus as “the 
republic,” which was reminiscent of the 
Belarusian Soviet Socialist Republic.

No matter the intent, Ms. Montyan was 
a circus sideshow. She was boisterous and 
outrageous, making no legitimate legal or 
political points. Frankly, I wondered why 
Russia brought her in. She did not help 
Russia’s questionable cause.

On a more serious note, Russia brought 
in Deputy Foreign Affairs Minister Sergeii 
Viroshin to run the show and present 
Russia’s main case. Mr. Viroshin is a gradu-
ate of the notorious Moscow School of 
International Relations, often misrepre-
sented as a law school. It is a school for 
Russian intelligence and diplomacy with 
little difference between the two. Spies 
and diplomats are difficult to distinguish.

Viroshin stressed Ukraine’s lack of 
respect for and non-compliance with the 
second Minsk agreement signed on 
February 12, 2015. The fact that he was 
not legally trained became obvious when 
he said that Russia is not a part of the 
agreement, thereby jeopardizing his own 
standing to bring this matter before the 
Security Council.

The facts are entirely different as 
explained later by Ukraine’s Permanent 
Representative to the UN. The February 
2015 Minsk agreement, as well as previ-
ous and subsequent documents in connec-
tion with Minsk, were executed by Mikhail 

Zurabov, the ambassador of the Russian 
Federation to Ukraine.

In any event, Mr. Viroshin, clearly over-
matched in the legal framework, relied on 
two main arguments: Ukraine is in viola-
tion of the Minsk agreement because it 
refuses to negotiate with the alleged sepa-
ratists in Donbas and has not provided 
special status to the region with veto 
power. He insisted that he had read the 
agreement, yet, similarly not providing the 
Russian signature on the agreement, he 
failed to note that the word veto was 
nowhere to be found therein.

The very first provision of the Minsk 
agreement refers to a ceasefire. Since then, 
on a daily basis almost without exception, 
Russia and her surrogates violate that pro-
vision some 10 times daily, and most 
recently more than 50 times daily.

Most recently Russia violated the agree-
ment by firing at a kindergarten on 
Ukraine’s side of the contact line. The 
remaining 12 provisions are contingent 
upon Russian compliance with the first as 
a sine qua non. How does Ukraine address 
the other provisions when it is constantly 
under fire? Moreover, Russian violation of 
the first provision has been barbaric, irre-
spective of and even targeting civilians, 
including children.

No one at the Security Council, not even 
China, took Russia seriously. China did not 
defend Russia. It simply attacked the U.S. 
for expanding NATO as a segue to attack-
ing the U.S. for expanding its alliances in 
the Southeast. China does want Taiwan.

The Revolution of Dignity of 2013-2014 
was referred to by the Russian speakers as 
a bloody coup d’etat. The reality is that 
there were some 10 government casual-
ties, all as a result of return fire from pro-
testers who had been fired upon first. The 
number of casualties on the side of the 
revolutionaries was in the hundreds. The 
initiators of deadly fire were the govern-
ment forces. The Russian surrogate fled 
before he could be captured.

One cannot argue with the Russian pre-
sentation of facts. They are unassailable 
by a reasonable person if only because 
they are so ridiculous that one cannot 
even consider how to address them. 
Everything is admissible at the UN 
Security Council no matter how outra-
geous. There are no rules of evidence. 
Nonetheless, it is a forum for diplomacy 
and so it has extrinsic value.

Russia abuses the UNSC all the time. 
Russia does not respect rules or diploma-
cy. Gary Kasparov, the Russian chess 
grandmaster, was asked whether Mr. Putin 
was playing a chess game. He replied that 
Mr. Putin does not play chess because 
chess is based on rules and Mr. Putin is a 
criminal. Perhaps it was appropriate for a 
mixed martial arts proponent to appear 
on behalf of Russia. Mixed martial arts 
includes only the most egregious prohibi-
tions, such as eye gouging. Even those do 
not apply to Mr. Putin. Consider Russian 
activity in tandem with Bashar al-Assad of 
Syria. While publicly the West needs to 
exploit all diplomatic channels for peace, 
in reality Russia should be treated as a 
rogue state and Mr. Putin as an interna-
tional terrorist with all available remedies 
at our disposal.

Askold S. Lozynskyj is an attorney at law 
based in New York City who served as presi-
dent of the Ukrainian World Congress in 
1998-2008.

Russian facts

(Continued on page 7)

Putin moves on Ukraine, again

 COMMENTARY
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by Lubomyr Lucuik

She praised her grandparents’ genera-
tion for “bringing peace to Europe,” a rather 
odd assertion from someone whose grand-
father was a Wehrmacht officer on the east-
ern front. Memo to the minister: The Nazis 
did not bring peace to Europe. We did.

This was Annalena Baerbock talking, 
Germany’s foreign affairs minister. Oddly, 
she seems not to know the Nazis occupied 
and savaged all of Ukraine, murdering mil-
lions and enslaving many more. My mother 
was one of the latter, a slave labourer in the 
Third Reich, rounded up by the likes of Ms. 
Baerbock’s beloved “Grandpa Waldemar.”

In 2022, Germany isn’t helping Ukraine 
defend itself against Russian aggression. 
Why? Because, as Ms. Baerbock chirped 
just the other day, “never again from 
Germany will there be genocide,” uttering 
this platitude even as Germany’s “Greens” 
contentedly suck on mother Russia’s gas 
teats. Yellow is more truly their color.

This German posturing reminded me of 
an incident from July 1990, when I was a 
lecturer aboard a Danube River cruise ship. 
Most of the clientele were Americans. The 
crew were Germans, of whom a few lis-
tened in on my talks. After I had finished 
speaking about Germany’s 20th century 
history, a question came up about whether 
German reunification augured a Fourth 
Reich? Without hesitation I responded that 
it did not. The Germans of our time, I insist-
ed, were not Nazis and must never be held 
accountable for “the sins of their fathers.” I 
should have stopped there. Instead, I went 
on, sharing a perspective I got from a 
Ukrainian man who lived through German 
occupations in World War I and World War 
II. Although I carefully explained that I did 
not share this man’s views, I did acknowl-
edge why he might be angry, given what he 
suffered from German hands. He had told 
me that “no matter what the Germans 
might be doing, they should be bombed 
flat, every 50 years.” My audience, which 
included a few veterans, got the point. 
Indeed, a Montanan who served as a B-24 
tail gunner on raids over Nazi Germany, 
and saw comrades killed or maimed, later 
relayed many a story about the brutality of 
that war. Interestingly, this American air-
man bore no animus against the Germans 
he was encountering on his first trip back 
to Europe since 1945. He ascribed their 
transformation to NATO, which he recalled 

had been organized around a simple for-
mula, one that worked – namely, to “keep 
the Russians out, the Germans down and 
the Americans in.” Alas, that prescription 
no longer applies.

Even though I gave a good lecture, I soon 
discovered not everyone felt the same way. 
I had barely returned to my cabin before 
complaints were registered with the tour 
company. I got an urgent message instruct-
ing me to apologize to the German crew-
members, whose lederhosen were report-
edly left all in a twist by my talk.

I liked this river boat gig and did not 
want it to end. Yet, I was not convinced I 
needed to beg anyone’s pardon. I had made 
it clear to my listeners, more than once, 
that my views were quite different from 
those of the elderly Ukrainian who had suf-
fered German tyranny. Yet I knew I had to 
do something. So, I started my next lecture 
by stating I wanted to clarify what I said the 
previous day. Before I could utter another 
word, a guest raised his hand and asked to 
speak. To my dismay, this American not 
only repeated my words from the day 
before but informed his fellow passengers 
of how very wrong I had been for voicing 
such sentiments. Alarmed, I interjected, 
repeating that all I did was quote someone 
else. The American hushed me, stood up, 
rolling down his shirt sleeve to expose his 
Auschwitz tattoo, adding: “The man you 
quoted was wrong. The Germans should be 
bombed flat every 25 years!” The Germans 
at the back of the room, having come there 
intent on savouring the spectacle of humili-
ation, scurried away. I never heard another 
word of complaint. The man who interced-
ed for me was a Polish Catholic, a Holocaust 
survivor.

Today Ukraine needs Europe’s help 
against the Russian invaders. Instead, 
Germany has repeatedly blocked Ukraine’s 
admission into NATO, has provided no sig-
nificant military support and continues to 
cater to the KGB man in the Kremlin, all 
because of their fondness for gas, their 
token gesture of not certifying Nord Stream 
2 being utterly hypocritical. I no longer 
believe the Germans have learned anything 
from their bloody history. They obviously 
can’t even tell the difference between a vil-
lain and his victims.

Lubomyr Luciuk is a professor of political 
geography at the Royal Military College of 
Canada in Kingston, Ontario, Canada.

by Ihor N. Stelmach

Covering Team Ukraine at the 2022 
Winter Olympics and writing about 
Ukrainians in professional hockey, basket-
ball, soccer, tennis, boxing and more, got 
me thinking about sports and its role in 
society. Below are some thoughts and mus-
ings on the subject of sports and its rele-
vance in today’s world.

For some folks, spring translates into 
more daylight, warmer weather, gardening 
and planning summer vacations. For sports 
fans in North America, spring means NCAA 
basketball’s March Madness, debating the 
contenders for the National Hockey 
League’s Stanley Cup, the National 
Basketball Association’s championship and 
the crowds on Major League Baseball’s 
opening day (current players’ lockout not-
withstanding). Sports have still not 
returned to pre-pandemic normalcy, but 
hope “springs” eternal.

Sports are not only an important part of 
culture and social life, but they are also vital 
in times of national crises. As random acts 
of violence, threats of war or health scares 
make people feel unsafe, games and ath-
letes help salve the pain and keep us 
together. It has been a challenge to keep up 
with a daily diet of sports with games still 
being postponed or canceled, fan capacity 
limited in arenas and COVID-19 still wreak-
ing havoc worldwide.

Studies show that fans follow sports for 
a social connection with others, because of 
the aesthetic quality of sports and as an 
escape from everyday life. These qualities 
point to sports as an important ritual which 
is distinct from other forms of entertain-
ment. Some propose sports as more than a 
source of entertainment. They argue that 

sports provide an important connection to 
community and give people a sense of 
excitement and hope.

Sports are one of the ways that humans 
bond with one another, whether in a stadi-
um, a pub or a living room. Fans come 
together as equals to participate in a 
shared experience. The connectivity estab-
lished through fandom creates a sense of 
belonging, identity and engagement.

Even though sports are structured and 
repetitive, they are also dynamic realm 
where anything can happen. Fans live for 
the uncertainty of the competition; the 
excitement of a game reminds fans that 
every competition holds potential victory.

Fans enjoy hearing familiar voices 
announcing games, reading text messages 
and tweets after a momentous play, and 
alternating between holding their breath 
and screaming at their teams in arenas, 
bars and living rooms.

With the Omicron variant of COVID-19 
subsiding and vaccinations increasing, the 
hope is that normalcy in sports returns in 
the near future, benefitting both economies 
and morale. Normal would mean sports 
teams compete in a safe, ethical way with 
stadiums and arenas filled to capacity.

Communities of individuals who watch 
live sports are irreplaceable. They connect 
many of us in real time in a manner that 
feels transformative, affirming our sense of 
community and identity. When profession-
al and amateur leagues resume worldwide, 
the fan experience promises to be comfort-
ing, connecting and exhilarating.

Sports have traditionally served as a 
global unifier in which race, religion, poli-
tics, socioeconomic status and gender all 

The Fourth Reich and Russia’s 
war against ukraine

The power of sport
 COMMENTARY

of the Census Bureau is to collect facts 
and not prove a theory. If information is 
given to it by individuals in the same 
spirit, we can be sure that the information 
will be honestly tabulated and all will see 
how many Ukrainians there are in the 
United States. The number should 
approach that given by the Ukrainian 
Chur ches,  the Ukrainian National 
Association and similar organizations and, 
if it does, the Census will have proved its 
validity not only for its original purposes 
but in presenting an adequate picture of 
the population of the United States today 
with good results for everyone con-
cerned,” Prof. Manning said.

The 2020 U.S. Census has expanded the 
number of languages it uses in data collec-
tion and on its website, including user sup-
port in Ukrainian. Ukrainian is just one of 

among 350 languages spoken in homes 
across the United States, according to the 
latest U.S. Census data. Among the high-
lights from the 2020 Census results in the 
15 largest metropolitan areas, the Seattle 
metropolitan area featured a smaller group 
of Ukrainian speakers with 15,850 in the 
region. There were 976,314 Americans of 
Ukrainian ancestry according to a 2006 U.S. 
government estimate.

Dr. Oleh Wolowyna, director of the Cen-
ter for Demographic and Socioeco nomic 
Research of Ukrainians in the U.S. at the 
Shevchenko Scientific Society, noted that 
Ukrainians in the New York Metro politan 
Area in 2018 totaled 173,872. Nearly half of 
the total (41 percent) was fourth-wave 
immigrants.

Source: “U.S. Census Bureau will recognize 
Ukraine as separate country and Ukrainian 
language as separate tongue in forthcoming 
population census,” The Ukrainian Weekly, 
March 5, 1960.

(Continued from page 6)

Turning...

to NATO’s deterrence mission in the region.
Canadian Defense Minister Anita Anand 

told reporters in a February 17 callback 
from Belgium, where she had attended a 
two-day meeting of her NATO counterparts 
in Brussels, that “enhancing [Canada’s] 
presence in NATO’s eastern flank, and in 
particular with Operation Reassurance, is 
at the very top of my priority list.”

As part of that military operation, 
Canada has about 240 sailors onboard a 
NATO-affiliated frigate, and 135 members 
of the Royal Canadian Air Force and about 
five CF-188 Hornet fighter jets involved in 
NATO air policing.

On February 17, Ukrainian President 
Volo dymyr Zelenskyy tweeted that he was 
“grateful to friendly Canada and personally 
to Prime Minister @JustinTrudeau for unity 
with [Ukraine]. We appreciate the continued 
and effective support from [Canada] in coun-
teracting the ongoing escalation. Together 
we are stronger! #StrongerTogether.”

The following day, Mr. Trudeau partici-
pated in a call with Mr. Biden and several 
world leaders, including NATO Secretary 
General Jens Stoltenberg, in which they 
“shared their concerns over ceasefire viola-
tions by Russia-backed separatists in the 
Donbas region, condemned Russia’s aggres-
sive and destabilizing actions in and around 
Ukraine, and stressed the need for Russia to 
de-escalate and find a diplomatic solution to 
the current tensions,” according to a readout 
from the Canadian prime minister’s office.

Following that call with leaders, the U.S. 

president said that American intelligence 
suggests that a Russian attack on Ukraine 
could occur in “the coming days.”

Ms. Joly and G-7 foreign affairs ministers 
released a joint statement on February 19 
regarding the situation.

“Russia’s unprovoked and unjustified 
massing of military forces, the largest 
deployment on the European continent 
since the end of the Cold War, is a challenge 
to global security and the international 
order,” the ministers said in their statement.

“We call on Russia to choose the path of 
diplomacy, to de-escalate tensions, to sub-
stantively withdraw military forces from 
the proximity of Ukraine’s borders and to 
fully abide by international commitments 
including on risk reduction and transpar-
ency of military activities,” reads the state-
ment. “As a first step, we expect Russia to 
implement the announced reduction of its 
military activities along Ukraine’s borders. 
We have seen no evidence of this reduction. 
We will judge Russia by its deeds.”

Meanwhile, the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress (UCC) responded to reports by 
Ukraine’s Defense Ministry that pro-Rus-
sian separatist forces shelled residential 
areas of several urban centers, including 
Stanytsia-Luhanska where a children’s day-
care center was hit near the frontline in 
eastern Ukraine.

In a February 17 statement, the UCC 
called on Canada and the international 
community to not only condemn the “cow-
ardly” and “deliberate provocation,” but to 
“designate the so-called Donetsk and 
Luhansk ‘Peoples’ Republic’ terrorist orga-
nizations and designate the Russian 
Federation as a state sponsor of terror.”

(Continued from page 3)

Canadian...

(Continued on page 15)
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Kremlin spokesperson Dmitry Peskov 
also said that Russia’s president is ready to 
negotiate directly with Kyiv to reach a set-
tlement if Ukraine is ready to commit to 
“neutrality.”

The demand was puzzling because 
Ukraine’s official foreign policy stance, 

based on a law adopted in 2010, was of a 
non-aligned status when Russia forcibly 
seized the Crimean Peninsula and invaded 
the Donbas. 

“The president [Putin] formulated his 
vision of what we would expect from 
Ukraine in order for the conceptual ‘red 
lines’,” Mr. Peskov told reporters at a 
Kremlin press briefing, “if the leadership of 
Ukraine is ready to talk about it.”

Mr. Zelenskyy met with his Russian 

counterpart the same year he was elected 
in 2019 in the so-called Normandy Format 
with the leaders of Germany and France. 

Meanwhile, Ukraine’s bank regulator, the 
National Bank of Ukraine (NBU), started a 
fundraising account to support the Armed 
Forces. 

The move followed the imposition of 
martial law and the account number is: 
UA843000010000000047330992708. 

“This account accepts multiple curren-
cies. It has been established and opened to 
receive transfers from international part-
ners and donors in both foreign currency 
(U.S. dollars, euros, UK pounds) and hryv-
nias,” the NBU said. 

Ukrainian Weekly Editor-in-Chief 
Andrew Nynka contributed to this report 
from Lviv.

(Continued from page 1)

Russia invades...

Foreign Affairs Minister Dmytro Kuleba speaks at a session of the UN General 
Assembly on February 23. 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy pictured on February 17. 

The Russian consulate in Lviv (back-
ground) is seen after the country’s 
national flag was taken down from the 

flag post on February 23. 

https://www.facebook.com/zelenskiy.official/photos

Andrew Nynka

of a Russian invasion, which have been 
growing for weeks, intensified on February 
22 when the Kremlin recognized the inde-
pendence of areas controlled by Russia-
backed separatists in eastern Ukraine. 
Russian President Vladimir Putin has also 
requested and received approval for the 
deployment of troops into eastern Ukraine, 
although he said he had not yet decided to 
order the move. (RFE/RL, with reporting 
by AFP, dpa and Reuters)

Biden clears way for pipeline sanctions

U.S. President Joe Biden has directed his 
administration to impose sanctions on the 
operator of the Nord Stream 2 natural-gas 
pipeline in response to Russia’s actions in 
Ukraine. Mr. Biden announced the move on 
February 23, saying the United States will 
join Germany in imposing sanctions on the 
Baltic Sea pipeline to bring Russian gas to 
Germany. “I have directed my administra-
tion to impose sanctions on Nord Stream 2 
AG and its corporate officers,” Mr. Biden 
said in a statement. The step is another 
piece of the initial tranche of U.S. sanctions 

(Continued from page 2)
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traveling to Kyiv to support Ukraine and sign 
the declaration. Mr. Duda said the visit was a 
show of support in the face of the Russian 
threat, noting that Poland and Lithuania also 
share a border with Russia. “Ukraine 
deserves to receive the status of a candidate 
country for the EU. Together with President 
Nauseda, we will do everything in our power 
to achieve this goal,” Mr. Duda said. The dec-
laration emphasized that Ukraine deserves 
the status “given the significant progress in 
the implementation of the Association 
Agreement and internal reforms, as well as 
the current security challenges.” The joint 
declaration also calls on the international 
community to introduce “robust” sanctions 
on Russia, including measures targeting the 
Nord Stream 2 gas pipeline between Russia 
and Germany. At a joint news conference 
after the signing, Mr. Zelenskyy said 
Germany’s decision to suspend certification 
of Nord Stream 2 should become “final and 
irrevocable.” A short time later, the EU 
announced plans to meet in Brussels for a 
special summit on February 24 to discuss 
Russia’s “aggressive actions” against Ukraine, 
European Council President Charles Michel 
said. “It is important that we continue to be 
united and determined and jointly define our 
collective approach and actions,” Mr. Michel 

said in a letter to the bloc’s leaders. (RFE/RL, 
with reporting by Reuters, Interfax, and RFE/
RL’s Ukrainian Service)

Citizens urged to leave Russia ‘immediately’

Ukraine is urging its citizens to avoid 
travel to Russia and for those in the country 
to leave immediately, citing a possible dis-
ruption of consular services in the face of 
rising tensions with Moscow. “Because of 
the escalating Russian aggression against 
Ukraine, which can lead to a substantial 
reduction in possible consular assistance in 
Russia, the Foreign Affairs Ministry urges 
the citizens of Ukraine to refrain from trav-
el to Russia, and for those in that country to 
leave its territory immediately,” the minis-
try said in a statement on February 23. 
According to Russian census figures, there 
were some 1.9 million Ukrainians in Russia 
as of 2010, with many mixed families of 
Ukrainians and Russians, although many 
more are there on a temporary basis. 
Meanwhile, the Russian state-run news 
agency TASS said on February 23 that 
Russia has started to evacuate staff from its 
diplomatic sites in Ukraine as tensions 
grow between the two countries. Ukraine is 

in response to Russia’s actions in Ukraine, 
Mr. Biden added. “As I have made clear, we 
will not hesitate to take further steps if 
Russia continues to escalate,” he said. The 
top executive of the company building Nord 
Stream 2, Matthias Warnig, is also listed as 
sanctioned, the Treasury Department said 
on its website. Nord Stream 2 AG is a regis-
tered Swiss firm whose parent company is 
the Russian state-owned gas giant 
Gazprom, which has a majority stake in the 
project, while Germany’s Wintershall and 
Uniper groups, joint Dutch-British oil major 
Shell, France’s Engie and Austria’s OMV are 
also participating. Germany indefinitely 
suspended the project on February 22 after 
Russian President Vladimir Putin said he 
would recognize the independence bids of 
Moscow-backed separatists who control 

parts of the Donetsk and Luhansk regions 
in eastern Ukraine. The 1,225-kilometer, 
$11 billion pipeline is completed but had 
not yet begun operating while it waited for 
certification from German regulators. 
German Chancellor Olaf Scholz said on 
February 22 that a key document required 
for the certification of the pipeline would 
be withdrawn, essentially ending the proj-
ect for now. (RFE/RL, with reporting by 
AFP, Reuters and AP)

Ukraine signs joint declaration

The leaders of Ukraine, Poland and 
Lithuania on February 23 signed a joint dec-
laration in Kyiv on February 23 saying 
Ukraine deserves to be granted candidate 
status for membership in the European 
Union. Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy said the declaration sent an impor-
tant signal to the people of Ukraine, and he 
thanked Polish President Andrzej Duda and 
Lithuanian President Gitanas Nauseda for 

(Continued on page 11)

� e Ukrainian Educational & Cultural Center
seeks an 

Executive Director
to oversee the operations of its facility in the Philadelphia suburb 

and to develop and realize a vision for this respected, 
Greater Philadelphia area, over 40 year old institution.

 � e statement of Requirements and Quali� cations, and 
 Duties and Responsibilities can be found online at 

https://www.ueccphila.org/careers.

It o� ers a competitive salary starting at $70,000 
commensurate with skills and experience.

Interested parties should submit a resume and cover letter 
to UECCdirector@gmail.com.

SERVICES

PROFESSIONALS

TO PLACE YOUR AD CALL WALTER HONCHARYk (973) 292-9800 x3040
or e-mail  advertising@ukrweekly.com

SERVICES

FOR SALE

ОКСАНА СТАНЬКО
Ліцензований продавець

Страхування Життя

OKSANA STANKO
Licensed Life Insurance Agent  

Ukrainian National Assn., Inc.

Tel.: 908-872-2192
email: stankouna@optimum.net

APARTMENT  FOR  SALE 
in the Ukrainian Village 

in Somerset, NJ. 2 bedrooms, 
2nd � oor, corner unit.
Tel.: 973-586-8918

KULINSKI MEMORIALS
809 SOUTH MAIN STREET • MANVILLE, NJ 08835

• Serving Ukrainian families for over 60 years
• Over 40 granite colors to choose from
• Custom etchings
• House appointments available
• Serving the tri-state area
• 5 minutes from St. Andrew Ukrainian Cemetery  
   in South Bound Brook, NJ

Tel. 800-458-5467  •  908-722-3130  •  Fax 908-253-0027
KulinskiMemorials@msn.com  •  KulinskiMemorials.com

Please wear your “Vyshyvanky” to the Awards Ceremony.

Visit our website at www.klkusa.com or contact Andrew Hadzewycz 
for registration forms or information at: hadzewycz@optonline.net

KLK Cordially Invites Members, Family & Friends 
To the 2022  KLK Ski Races & Winter Weekend 

 In memory of George Popel 

Date:  Saturday, March 12, 2022
Place: HUNTER MOUNTAIN, NY

Registration begins bright & early at 9:00 AM
Opening ceremony begins at 11:15 AM
Races begin at approximately 11:30 AM
Snowboarders welcome 

Lift tickets available at mountain window or on-line.
Race and banquet/awards tickets available at KLK registration table.

Dinner and Awards Ceremony:  
Coppertree Restaurant at Hunter Mountain
Time: 7:00 PM

Adults & teens age 15 & over: $50.00.  
Children age 14 & under $10.00. Children to age 22 free if KLK members. 

(Continued from page 9)
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facing what the West says is the threat of an 
imminent full-scale invasion by Russia. 
Russian President Vladimir Putin this week 
recognized the independence bids by two 
separatist regions in eastern Ukraine and 
said he would send Russian troops to the 
territories, moves condemned by the West 
and the United Nations.Separately, Ukraine 
said it is calling up military reservists aged 
18-60 for up to a year of service but that it 
is not ordering a general mobilization of 
troops at this time. (RFE/RL, based on 
reporting by AFP and Reuters)

Pope: ‘great pain in my heart’

Pope Francis said that “increasingly 
alarming scenarios” are emerging in 
Ukraine and he urged all sides to refrain 
from actions that could cause suffering to 
the people in the region. “Despite the diplo-
matic efforts of these past weeks, increas-
ingly alarming scenarios are emerging,” he 
said at the end of his weekly general audi-
ence on February 23. “I ask all of the par-
ties involved to abstain from any action 
that could cause still more suffering for the 
population,” the pontiff added. He said the 
threat of war in Ukraine had caused “great 
pain in my heart” and he urged leaders to 
make a serious examination of conscience 
before God about any actions they might 
take. Speaking in a somber tone at the end 
of his address, Pope Francis proclaimed 
Ash Wednesday, March 2, as an internation-

al day of fasting and prayer for peace. 
Western leaders say Ukraine is facing the 
threat of a full-scale invasion from Russia 
after it amassed at least 150,000 troops on 
the border. President Vladimir Putin defied 
the West and the United Nations by saying 
he was recognizing two separatist areas in 
eastern Ukraine as independent states and 
that he was ready to send troops there. 
(RFE/RL, based on reporting by AFP and 
Reuters)

U.S. says Biden-Putin summit off

Chances for a diplomatic solution to the 
crisis in Ukraine narrowed after the United 
States said a potential summit between 
President Joe Biden and Russian leader 
Vladimir Putin was off the agenda after 
Moscow’s latest aggression. White House 
spokeswoman Jen Psaki, in an expected 
development, told reporters on February 
22 that a proposed meeting of the two lead-
ers was off the board for now following Mr. 
Putin’s decision to recognize two separatist 
regions in Ukraine as independent states 
and to send troops there. Ms. Psaki did not 
rule out an eventual meeting of the two, but 
she said Mr. Biden would not meet the 
Russian president unless Russia de-esca-
lates the situation in Ukraine by pulling its 
troops back. “We’re never going to com-
pletely close the door to diplomacy,” she 
told reporters. However, she added that 
“diplomacy can’t succeed unless Russia 
changes course.” That came hours after U.S. 
Secretary of State Antony Blinken said he 
had canceled a meeting with Russian 
Foreign Affairs Minister Sergei Lavrov that 

was planned for later this week. “Now that 
we see the invasion is beginning and 
Russia has made clear its wholesale rejec-
tion of diplomacy, it does not make sense 
to go forward with that meeting at this 
time,” Mr. Blinken said at a joint news con-
ference with Ukrainian Foreign Affairs 
Minister Dmytro Kuleba in Washington. 
Despite his actions against Ukraine, Mr. 
Putin said on February 23 that his country 
was still ready to look for “diplomatic solu-
tions” to the crisis, but he added that 
Russia’s interests were not negotiable. 
More Western nations slapped sanctions 
on Russia, following moves by the United 
States, the European Union and Britain to 
punish Moscow for its actions in Ukraine 
as the world nervously awaited Mr. Putin’s 
next step in the tense region. Australia said 
on February 23 that it would align with the 
United States and Britain by targeting two 
Russian banks and set travel bans on eight 
members of Mr. Putin’s Security Council. 
Prime Minister Scott Morrison – like lead-
ers in the United States and Britain – said 
the sanctions were the first batch in an 
arsenal of potential penalties that Australia 
can use against Russia. Meanwhile, 
Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida 

also outlined measures against Russia on 
February 23, saying his government will 
ban the new issuance and distribution of 
Russian government bonds in Japan. Japan 
will also ban travel by people linked to the 
two Ukrainian separatist regions and 
freeze their assets in the Asian country, 
Kishida said. On February 22, U.S. 
Secretary of State Antony Blinken said he 
has canceled a meeting with Russian 
Foreign Affairs Minister Sergei Lavrov that 
was planned for later this week. “Now that 
we see the invasion is beginning and 
Russia has made clear its wholesale rejec-
tion of diplomacy, it does not make sense 
to go forward with that meeting at this 
time,” Mr. Blinken said at a joint news con-
ference with Ukrainian Foreign Affairs 
Minister Dmytro Kuleba in Washington. 
Washington’s measures include blocking 
sanctions on two Russian banks and sanc-
tions to block Moscow’s access to Western 
financial institutions. Britain, the EU and 
Canada announced similar sanctions 
against Moscow, with most saying more 
serious measures could be put in place 
should Russia conduct a full-scale invasion 
of Ukraine. (RFE/RL, with reporting by 
AFP, AP, dpa, the BBC and Reuters)

(Continued from page 10)
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Eugenia was born on June 14, 1933 to Myta and Mykola Zadorozny 
in Iracema, Brazil. She married her husband Franz in 1956 and two years 
later they moved to New York City and went on to have two daughters, 
Eugenia and Tamara.

Eugenia was predeceased by her husband Franz and four sisters: Laura, 
Iryna, Eleutéria, and Elvira. She is survived by her daughters Eugenia and 
Tamara (husband Myron), grandchildren Stephanie, Danylo, Joanna 
(husband Adam), great grandchildren Olivia and Mia, three sisters Iara, 
Tereza, Laydes and a large extended family in the United States as well 
as Brazil. 

She cherished her family in America, Australia, and Brazil and will be 
deeply missed by all.  

Funeral services were held at St. Andrew’s Ukrainian Cemetery in 
South Bound Brook, NJ.

With deep sorrow we announce that 

Eugenia Samochval
age 88, passed away peacefully in her sleep 

on February 2, 2022, after a short battle with brain cancer. 

George is survived by his loving family including his wife of 35 years, 
Nina (Kardon) Baran; a son, Alexander V. Baran; a daughter, Diana Kardon 
Baran; a brother, Andrew Baran, wife, Julia, and their son, Nicholas; and a 
sister, Bohdanna Chuchra, husband, Alex, and their son, Daniel.

Born in Philadelphia, PA, George was raised in Detroit, MI. A graduate 
of Immaculate Conception Ukrainian Catholic Schools, he earned 
his Ph.D. from the University of Michigan and worked as an Associate 
Dean of Engineering for Temple University, where he received the 2009 
Faculty Research Award. He conducted research funded by the National 
Institutes of Health, served on the editorial board of two scienti� c 
journals, published numerous articles, received multiple grants, trained 
dozens of students and postdoctoral fellows, and published a book on 
healthcare and medical technology. George loved to travel, visiting 
many places with his wife and children and living in Paris, Rome, London, 
Berlin, Venice, Florence, Boston, and New York. George also enjoyed golf, 
woodworking, art, � ne dining, and the opera.

The Funeral Liturgy was held on February 9 at 10:30 am at SS. Peter 
and Paul Ukrainian Catholic Church, 519 Union Avenue, Bridgeport, PA. 
All other services were private.

In lieu of � owers, memorial contributions may be made in George’s 
memory to the Multiple Myeloma Research Foundation through 
https://give.themmrf.org/GeorgeBaran.

May His memory be eternal.

George Roman Baran
beloved Husband, Father, Brother and Uncle

George Roman Baran, 71, of Villanova, PA, 
passed away on February 5, 2022. 

that pressure may loom larger than ever: 
The separatists claim the Donetsk and 
Luhansk regions in their entirety, not just 
the smaller chunks of territory that they 
hold, so recognition carries the implicit 
threat of a push to take over the rest of the 
two provinces.

Mr. Putin may have hinted at that possi-
bility when he suggested in his speech that 
some parts of Ukraine should rightfully 
belong to Russia. Another form of pressure, 
in fact, is the suggestion that Russia could 
formally absorb the two territories, some-
thing that two of Mr. Putin’s top lieutenants 
hinted at – ostensibly by mistake – in the 
closely choreographed and nationally tele-
vised Kremlin Security Council meeting 
that preceded his address and the recogni-
tion decrees.

Domestic concerns

Mr. Putin’s speech sounded like its aim 
could have been to prepare Russians for a 
more aggressive effort to subjugate Ukraine 
at some point in the future. But while a per-
sistent and unprecedented clampdown on 
civil society and dissent has weakened the 
opposition and sapped the people’s poten-
tial to protest, Mr. Putin may understand 
that for most Russians – struggling with the 
COVID-19 pandemic and economic straits – 
recognition of the Moscow-backed separat-
ists is far more palatable than a major war 
with a neighbor few see in quite the same 
light as his repeated remarks about 
Ukraine suggest he does.

Weaken Kyiv

In the eyes of the Kremlin, the recogni-
tion decree takes a bite out of Ukraine, 
excising a chunk of its territory eight years 
after Russia seized control of the Crimean 
Peninsula.

Mr. Putin may hope that this will weaken 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy. 
He won election easily in 2019 after a cam-
paign in which one of the main platforms 
was a pledge to end the war in the Donbas 

– but not by surrendering territory.

And divide the West

A full-fledged invasion would be likely to 
increase unity in the West, bolstering the 
resolve of the United States and the 
European Union to present a common 
front.

Mr. Putin could be calculating that recog-
nition will leave Western countries strug-
gling to agree on how to respond and on 
what kind of sanctions to impose, particu-
larly if Russia and the separatists do not 
seek to push into government-held territo-
ry in the Donbas and if Moscow begins to 
pull forces back from the borders – though 
so far there has been no indication that the 
latter would happen soon.

Provoke a provocation?

Mr. Putin’s recognition decrees indicated 
that Russia would send military forces into 
the Donbas very soon, at least for a limited 
period of time – something it has denied 
doing throughout nearly eight years of war 
there, despite evidence of substantial 
involvement of Russia troops and officers.

Mr. Putin may hope to prompt a military 
response that could serve as a pretext for 
the further use of force to achieve his aims 
in Ukraine.

“Main takeaway from that barnburner of 
a speech is that Russia now has given itself a 
pretext to respond to ‘attacks’ on [the sepa-
ratists] with no need to conceal its direct 
military involvement,” Samuel Charap, a 
senior political scientist at the RAND 
Corporation think tank, wrote on Twitter.

Until now, “Russia didn’t have a justifica-
tion for overt military intervention even 
under its own laws. Now it will,” Mr. Charap 
wrote. “This is an important element of the 
narrative that was missing.”

“Buckle up, in other words,” he added, 
“bad things ahead.”

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/russia-ukraine-don-
bas-independence-analysis/31715074.html).

(Continued from page 2)

Madness...
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the threat,” Ms. Churkina said.
Borys Redin was one of the key people 

to organize demonstrations in Kharkiv in 
support of the mass protests in Kyiv that 
turned into a revolution which ousted the 
country’s then pro-Moscow president, 
Viktor Yanukovych.

A few days later, powerful pro-Kremlin 
politicians organized a conference in 
Kharkiv with plans to secede the city and 

other eastern Ukrainian areas from Ukraine 
and call in Russian troops.

Mr. Redin and thousands of others with 
Ukrainian flags marched toward the pro-
Moscow politicians’ meeting. A petrified 
Mr. Yanukovych fled Kharkiv and the seces-
sion attempt failed.

Since then, Mr. Redin has run an infor-
mation center called Vilni Zbory 
Hromadyan (A Free Citizens’ Assembly) 
that provides information about political 
events and the conflict from a blue tent, 
which has become a well-known landmark 
in Kharkiv’s central Svoboda Square.

“Executing and imprisoning opposition 
has been the Russian way for centuries and, 
no doubt if they get into Kharkiv, they would 
try to do the same here,” Mr. Redin said.

“[Mr.] Putin has made no secret of how 
much he admires Stalin, and [he] has even 
put up new statues to him. He has long 
been using Stalin’s and Hitler’s methods to 
exterminate opposition and take other’s 
territory. I know that I’m on their list,” Mr. 
Redin said.

Mr. Redin knows this is the case because 
friends of his in the town of Belhorod, just 
over the Russian border who have contacts 
in the local FSB department and who visit-
ed its offices, have seen his photograph dis-
played among other Ukrainians “wanted” 
by the secret police. 

“Putin can’t scare us into fleeing our own 
city,” Mr. Redin said. “If he tries, a lot of 
blood will be spilled and it will be Russian 
blood.”

In 2015, when hundreds of pro-democ-
racy supporters rallied to mark the first 
anniversary of their foiling the secession 
attempt, a bomb left by the side of the road 

along their route exploded, killing four 
people and injuring many others.

“That was the revenge of the pro-Putin 
cretins,” Mr. Redin said.

Many people wandered in and out of the 
tent as this reported interviewed Mr. Redin, 
stamping feet in the chill as they caught up 
on the latest news. They were also planning 
to commemorate on the following day, with 
a large gathering, the drama of 2014.

But they were also planning what to do if 
the Russians attacked. Most said they 
would fight or help resist in other ways. 
Some were standing at frames with nets 
stretched across them and intricately tying 
in strips of white material to create white, 
winter camouflage netting.

One of those was Yulia Razumenko, a 
teacher.

“I’m not scared and I have faith in our 
army,” Ms. Razumenko said. “If the Russians 
are stupid enough to try to enter Kharkiv, 
they will face immense resistance.”

Last weekend she took a first aid course 
and this week has signed up for firearms 
training.

“We will show [Mr.] Putin what a really 
big mistake he’s made,” she said.

The Kharkiv Human Rights Protection 
Group (KHRPG), one of Ukraine’s oldest 
and most respected pro-democracy groups, 
knows it will be a target of a Russian hunt 
to eliminate opposition.

The group has documented hundreds of 
cases of men and women being persecuted 
by Russian authorities in Crimea, Donetsk 
and Luhansk for being critical of the 
Kremlin’s aggression or occupation.

“Leaders of the self-proclaimed Donetsk 
and Luhansk people’s republics made it a 

daily thing to persecute first pro-Ukrainian 
civic figures, then later simply anybody 
whom they didn’t like or who objected to 
their actions,” KHRPG wrote in a report.

“People disappear without traces each 
day with it later becoming known that they 
have either been shot, or are being held in 
the basements of official state buildings 
seized by the separatists in Slovyansk, 
Luhansk, Donetsk, Horlivka and other cit-
ies,” the report said.

Sometimes the captives are freed in 
exchange for a ransom in cash or property.

(Continued from page 4)

Ukrainians remain...

immigrant workers from Central Asia and 
the Caucasus are unskilled laborers, while 
the majority of Russians going abroad are 
from the youngest and most educated seg-
ment of the population (RBC, Sibreal.org, 
November 19).

The Kremlin recognizes it is under tight-
ening constraints especially with regard to 
this brain drain and the shrinking number 
of ethnic Russians living in Russia’s border-
lands (see Eurasia Daily Monitor, February 
10). Therefore, it is seeking to attract back 
the Russians who have settled abroad and 
even to encourage Russians to move back to 
the country’s border regions. But Moscow-
based experts are nearly unanimous that 
the Russian government will fail to attract 
anything like the half million – out of a total 

estimated diaspora of 10 million beyond the 
borders of the former Soviet Union – in the 
next several years. Whereas, prospects for 
an ethnic-Russian return to the North 
Caucasus are dim as well (Newizv.ru, 
October 26; Kavkazr.com, February 13; see 
EDM, September 21).

Some Russians express hope that the 
diaspora in Europe and North America will 
play a positive role in the future transfor-
mation of their country – serving as a kind 
of “West Russia” like West Germany played 
for East Germany at the time of unification 
(Novaya Gazeta, December 24). But that 
possibility, to the extent it even exists, is yet 
another reason for concern in the Kremlin 
about what the new Russian diaspora 
means.

The demographic situation in Armenia is 
simpler and more alarming. In 2021, 
Armenians leaving the country exceeded 
the number entering it by almost 44,000, a 

record for the post-Soviet period and one 
that reverses the positive balance Yerevan 
had recorded in recent years. This figure 
reflects both the deteriorating economic 
situation there and pessimism in the wake 
of the 2020 fighting with Azerbaijan. No 
one can say precisely what the total popula-
tion of Armenia is at present, but it is cer-
tainly far smaller than the three million 
officially recorded back in 2011. Another 
enumeration was supposed to happen in 
2020 but was postponed because of the 
pandemic. Yerevan hopes to conduct a cen-
sus this year (EurasiaNet, February 10).

This decline not only undermines the 
chances that Armenia will be able to turn 
the corner on the economy but also, and 
more importantly, undercuts its ability to 
field a large enough military force to coun-
ter Azerbaijan with the latter’s growing 
demographic and economic capabilities. 
Simply put, there will be fewer 18-year-old 
Armenians available to serve in uniform, 
either because of lower birthrates in recent 
years or emigration; this will make Russian 
security guarantees that much more crucial.

Meanwhile, demographic changes in 
Kazakhstan are encouraging to many 
Kazakhs but profoundly worrying to ethnic 
Russians there – and to Moscow as well. As 
any number of Kazakh commentators point 
out, Kazakhstan is becoming “a mono-eth-
nic state,” the result of a combination of 
higher growth rates among ethnic Kazakhs, 
the return of ethnic Kazakhs from abroad 
and ethnic-Russian flight. As recently as 
1989, ethnic Kazakhs barely outnumbered 
ethnic Russians in Kazakhstan – 40.1 per-
cent to 37.4 percent, respectively. By 2009, 
the Central Asian republic’s Kazakhs formed 
63.1 percent while Russians had declined to 
23.7 percent. Now, ethnic Russians have 
shrunk to 18 percent, and some project that 
by mid-century they will form less than 5 
percent of Kazakhstan’s overall population 
(Biznes Online, February 13).

If those forecasts are correct, Kaza-
khstan will be less “Russian” than it has 
been in 200 years and more like its Central 

Asian neighbors. Such a development will 
allow the Kazakhs to view themselves as, 
first and foremost, a Central Asian country, 
while leaving Moscow with far fewer 
options for influence there and in the 
broader region. Political leaders typically 
imagine they can compensate for any such 
demographic changes, but in most cases 
they are hamstrung by them. As a result, 
they are eventually forced to change their 
policies more than they can affect the 
demographic realities they must live with.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)

Demographic...

UNA BRANCH 133 ANNUAL MEETING
Sunday, March 6, 2022

Cranford, NJ:  Branch 133 of the UNA, Inc. will hold its annual meeting 
on Sunday, March 6, 2022, at 3pm at 5 Wade Ave., Cranford, NJ 07016.
On the agenda, election of a delegate to the 40th UNA 
Convention to be held at Soyuzivka on May 13-15, 2022. 

For further information please contact the Branch Secretary, 
Mr. Michael W Bohdan, 908-247-5841. 

UNA BR. 277 ANNUAL MEETING
Saturday, March 12, 2022

Hartford, CT. � e Annual meeting of UNA Br. 277, St. John Society, will be 
held on Saturday, March 12, 2022 at 2 pm in the lower hall of the Ukrainian 
National Home, 961 Wethers� eld Ave., Hartford, CT 06114.

On the agenda: election of delegate(s) to the 40th UNA 
Convention to be held at Soyuzivka on May 13-15, 2022.

For further information please contact Myron Kolinsky, 
tel.: 860-563-4072

Yulia Razumenko makes a white camou-
flage netting.

Political activist Borys Redin at his 
group’s tent in Kharkiv’s main Svoboda 

Square.

 Askold Krushelnycky
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Imagine the intense physical training 
over the course of four plus years in hopes 
of being selected to represent your country 
on the world’s most competitive sporting 
stage.

Imagine the mental stress over more 
than two years of constant COIVID-19 test-
ing and ever-changing health protocols 
while training and competing in sports 
tournaments all over the world.

Imagine training and finally competing 
for medals over a three-week span while 
some of your teammates return positive 
COVID-19 tests, forcing quarantines and 
disqualification from sporting events, and 
the entire team is faced with the threat of 
war breaking out in their homeland, all 
while fearing for their families and being 
surrounded by fellow-athletes and friends 
from their potential enemy.

The above is an apt description of what 
the forty-five members of Team Ukraine 
have experienced at the 2022 Winter 
Olympics in Beijing, China. One cannot 
imagine the physical and mental strain 
these athletes went through while prepar-
ing and competing at these Games.

It is probably fair to say that most, if not 
all, athletes training to qualify for a national 
Olympic team subject themselves to rigor-
ous workout regimens, and hardcore physi-
cal conditioning for hours daily in order to 
earn the privilege of competing in one’s 

sport’s ultimate challenge. Doing so 
requires a disciplined dedication to strict 
routines and the healthiest of lifestyles. For 
a select few this is a four-year process, 
going from Olympics to Olympics. For most, 
this can be an even lengthier time span – 
being an Olympian can be an athlete’s goal 
that goes back to their first days of serious-
ly taking up a sport. That process can take 
up most of a lifetime.

It would be equally safe to say that the 

Maintaining focus a huge challenge for Team ukraine

The first day of spring in 1952 had the 
last-place Chicago Blackhawks taking the 
Friday train to Toronto for a Saturday night 
game versus the Toronto Maple Leafs.

Nine-year Hawks veteran Ukrainian Bill 
Mosienko was finishing up his best offensive 
campaign since his rookie year and, with no 
game that night, planned an evening out 
with an old friend. The rainy evening saw 
the two buddies sharing drinks, dinner and 
discussions centering around a collection of 
hockey books. The two thumbed through 
the official NHL record book with Mosienko 
thinking how great it would be to have his 
name in there with some of the sport’s 
immortals. Little did he know it would actu-
ally happen some 48 hours later.

Mosienko scored two goals, including 
the game-winner that Saturday night in 
Toronto, a 3-2 upset of the third-place 

Maple Leafs. Immediately after the game, 
the Blackhawks departed for their sched-
uled season finale in New York on March 
23, 1952.

The Sunday matinee featured a match 
between a pair of non-playoff clubs, so the 
hometown Rangers closed off the mezza-
nine and balcony at Madison Square Garden, 
leaving open only the lower arena bowl for 
some 6,000 spectators. This may have been 
the smallest crowd in the history of the New 
York Rangers, hyped as a meaningless game, 
not to be seen by too many people. The 
Rangers even dressed their third-string 
goaltender because top two Emile Francis 
and Chuck Rayner were both worn down.

It was the Rangers comfortably ahead, 
6-2, in the third period when Mosienko’s 
quick sniping put himself in the record 
books.

At 6:09 of the third period, he accepted a 
setup from fellow Ukrainian Gus Bodnar 
and got a shot past 20-year-old third-
stringer Lorne Anderson. Bodnar then pro-
ceeded to win the ensuing faceoff, ragged 
the puck for a few seconds and again fed a 
streaking Mosienko, who had managed to 
split two Ranger defensemen. Mosienko 
beat Anderson a second time at 6:20. The 
next faceoff saw Bodnar win the draw over 
to left winger George Gee, who laid a timing 
pass to right wing Mosienko for yet another 
goal at 6:30. The score was now 6-5, but 
most importantly there was now a new 
NHL record for fastest ever hat trick.

Chicago coach Ebbie Goodfellow rolled 
the dice one more time with his forward 
line, keeping the Bodnar trio on the ice for 
another post-goal faceoff against the reel-
ing Rangers. Bodnar again won the draw, 
got the puck to Mosienko, who blasted a 

shot that clanged off a goal post. Remark-
ably, it was almost four goals in 28 seconds.

Hockey legend has it that, when 
Mosienko finally returned to the bench for 
a shift change, coach Goodfellow teased 
him about not scoring the fourth goal and 
asked him about a slump. The Blackhawks 
scored two additional goals, winning their 
finale, 7-6.

Mosienko’s amazing feat on the last day 
of the season definitely flew under the 
radar. Back in the 1950s, there were no 
post-game press conferences. There was no 
television coverage and hardly any media 
present because it was a nothing game.

The past 68 years, however, have turned 
Mosienko’s three goals in 21 seconds into a 
mythical accomplishment which will prob-
ably never be broken. A plethora of players 
since then have tallied two goals in 17 sec-
onds, or even less, but none have managed 
to eclipse the 21-second hat trick.

Jean Beliveau came closest with three 
goals in 44 seconds in 1955. Mosienko’s 
achievement bested Carl Liscombe’s 1938 
record of three goals in 64 seconds.

At his 1965 Hockey Hall of Fame induc-
tion ceremony, Mosienko’s said the follow-
ing of his record-setting hat trick: “It was 
something to dream about.”

Bodnar a record setter

Who knew? Yes, Bodnar holds the NHL 
record for fastest three assists, having help-
ers on fellow Ukrainian Mosienko’s fastest 
ever hat trick. What most hockey fans don’t 
know is that he is the proud owner of 
another distinct milestone: scoring the fast-
est first NHL goal in a player’s first NHL 
game. It took all of 15 seconds for August 
“Gus” Bodnarchuk, later shortened to 
Bodnar, to score his first career NHL goal in 
his professional debut on October 30, 1943, 
when his Toronto Maple Leafs defeated the 

New York Rangers, 5-2.
Who knew? In his 1943-1944 inaugural 

season, Bodnar scored 22 goals, 40 assists 
for 62 points and beat out Montreal 
Canadiens goaltender Bill Durnan to win the 
Calder Trophy as the league’s most out-
standing rookie. He was a Stanley Cup cham-
pion twice during his four years in Toronto 
prior to being traded to Chicago. Gus played 
with the Blackhawks for seven seasons and 
played in the 1950-1951 NHL All-Star Game. 
His 12-year NHL career ended with him 
playing in Boston before retiring.

Bodnar Bits: His 40 assists in 1943-1944 
was a Toronto franchise record for a rookie 
until it was surpassed in 2017 by Mitch 
Marner. He coached the Toronto Marlboros 
to a Memorial Cup championship in 1966-
1967. While coaching the Oshawa Generals, 
he won OHA Coach of the Year in 1971-1972. 
He played 667 NHL regular season games, 
scoring 142G, 254A, 396PTS with 207PIM.

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@
sfgsports.com.

Mosienko’s three goals in 21 seconds

Bill Mosienko of the Chicago Black 
Hawks from 1954

Chicago Black Hawks via Wikipedia

Yuliia Dzhima, pictured during one of her biathlon races, placed seventh in the wom-
en’s 12.5-kilometer mass start.

noc-ukr.org

(Continued on page 15)
Vladyslav Abramenko celebrates his silver medal in men’s skiing aerials at the 

Beijing Olympics.

noc-ukr.org

Gus Bodnar receives the Calder Memo-
rial Trophy in 1944 from Red Dutton, 

NHL president.

Hockey Hall of Fame via Wikipedia
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Through Art exhibit, “The Fiber Effect,” with works by Stanely
March 27 Bulbach, Volodymyra Hankevych, Jaroslava Lialia Kuchma
New York and Yaroslava Tkachuk, Ukrainian Institute of America, 
 212-288-8660 or mail@ukrainianinstitute.org

March 6 Family workshop on ceramics, with artist Slava Gerulak, 
New York The Ukrainian Museum, www.ukrainianmuseum.org or 
 212-228-0110

March 6 Youth rave dance, “Glow X,” Ukrainian American Youth 
Jenkintown, PA Civics Club, Ukrainian Educational and Cultural Center, 
 www.ueccphila.org

March 9 Presentation by Volodymyr Dibrova, “Do We Need 
New York Another Book on Taras Shevchenko?” Harvard
 Ukrainian Research Institute, Columbia University, 
 https://harriman.columbia.edu/event/do-we-need-
 another-book-on-taras-shevchenko/

March 12 2022 KLK Ski Races and Winter Weekend, in memory
Hunter, NY of George Popel, Carpathian Ski Club, Hunter Mountain, 
 www.klkusa.com or hadzewycz@optonline.net 

March 20 Taras Shevchenko celebration, Ukrainian Educational
Jenkintown, PA  and Cultural Center, www.ueccphila.org

March 20, 26 In-person family workshop, “Pysanky: Ukrainian Easter 
New York Eggs,” The Ukrainian Museum, 
 www.ukrainianmuseum.org or 212-228-0110

March 24-27 Art exhibit at an international art fair, featuring 
Palm Beach, FL works by Ola Rondiak, John William Gallery,  
 Art Miami, www.johnwilliamgallery.com
 
March 26- Embroidery instructional course, with Lubow Wolynetz, 
June 4 The Ukrainian Museum, www.ukrainianmuseum.org or 
New York 212-228-0110

March 27,  In-person Ukrainian Pysanka workshop, with instruction 
April 3, April 10 by Lesia Lebed and Tania Snihur, The Ukrainian Museum, 
New York www.ukrainianmuseum.org or 212-228-0110

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

coronavirus pandemic has affected every-
one throughout the world. Elite athletes, 
more so than the general public, have been 
subjected to regular COVID-19 testing, 
changes in training routines and schedules, 
more isolation, limited travel, fewer compe-
titions, little to no camaraderie and health 
and safety protocols that are prone to fre-
quent change. Granted, all of the Olympians 
gathered in Beijing can point to the 
“COVID-19 effect” as a factor in their per-
formances. However, a disparity exists in 
how wealthier nations with more liberal 
budgets for national sports programs can 
prepare their athletes for an Olympic show-
case in a time of a global health pandemic. 
Countries like Germany, China, Russia, 
Japan, the United States, Norway and 
Canada cannot be compared to the likes of 
Ukraine in terms of how they provide for 
their Olympians.

A more distinct difference in assessing 
Ukraine’s performance in Beijing is the sec-
ond manner in which COVID-19 affected 
Ukraine’s Olympic athletes. There were at 
least eight reported positive COVID-19 tests 
among the team’s 45 participants, with some 
five of those occurring during pre-Olympics 
training prior to arriving in Beijing. Such a 
stressful environment only made it more dif-
ficult to cope with the daily testing and living 
in the “closed loop” of an Olympic Village, 
which restricted the athletes’ routines in 
almost every possible way. This resulted in 
Ukraine not being able to enter several 
Olympic events, keeping aspiring athletes 
out of an arena where they deserved to dem-
onstrate their athletic talents.

It can be unequivocally stated, however, 
that only Ukraine’s athletes had to deal 
with a potential military invasion – the 
threat of war – in their homeland while 
representing their nation in Beijing. What a 
mental struggle it had to be for these men 
and women to prepare themselves for 
once-in-a-lifetime sporting competitions 
while fearing for their families back home. 
And they worried about a safe return home 
in the midst of an armed conflict with 
Russia. There was also the directive to 
avoid interaction with Russian athletes in 
Beijing, along with antagonizing encoun-
ters with Russian media. How challenging 
was it for Ukrainian Olympians to maintain 
their focus on their Olympic mission?

The 2022 Ukrainian Winter Olympics 
team survived Beijing, claimed a silver 
medal and tied for 25th place overall 
among 91 competing nations. Biathlon 
once again was its strongest sport with 

Yuliia Dzhima joining medalist Oleksandr 
Abramenko as outstanding performers. 
Vladyslav Heraskevych overcame a positive 
COVID-19 test to still compete in his skele-
ton event, and then risked a lot to display 
his peace sign, which garnered worldwide 
attention for himself and his native land.

For all they went through in Beijing, 
every one of Ukraine’s 45 Olympians 
deserves a gold trident for perseverance, if 
nothing else.

Dzhima a top-10 finisher

Dzhima’s 7th place finish on day number 
14 in the women’s 12.5-kilometer mass start 
was the grand finale of a consistently strong 
performance in biathlon at the Beijing 
Winter Games. The 31-year-old native of 
Kyiv, Ukraine, enjoyed three top-10 finishes 
out of four individual events, and a top-10 
finish in one of two relays. She placed 10th 
out of 89 entrants in the women’s 15-kilo-
meter, eighth out of 89 in the 7.5-kilometer 
sprint, and seventh out of 20 teams as part 
of the women’s 4x6-kilometer relay. On the 
final day of competition, Ukraine’s Maryna 
Antsybor finished a most respectable 37th 
out of 65 women in the 30-kilometer mass 
start free cross-country skiing event. Olena 
Bilosiuk (née Pidhrushna) was Ukraine’s flag 
bearer during the closing ceremonies of the 
2022 Winter Olympics in Beijing. The 
35-year-old Poland-born biathlete was a 
member of the Ukrainian women’s relay 
team which placed seventh overall in the 
4x6-kilometer relay event.

Two Ukrainians test positive  
for doping

Ukrainian skier Valentyna Kaminska 
tested positive for doping as per the 
International Testing Agency’s announce-
ment on February 16. Her sample was 
taken on February 10 and she tested posi-
tive for mesterolone and heptaminol, a ste-
roid and a banned stimulant. The 34-year-
old cross-country skier placed 79th in the 
women’s 10-kilometer classic, 70th in the 
women’s sprint free race and as a member 
of the women’s 4x5-kilometter relay saw 
her team finish 18th out of 18 teams. 
Kaminska represented Belarus at the 
Winter Games in 2014 and 2018. She was 
provisionally suspended from competitions 
pursuant to prosecution of her doping case.

On February 17 the International 
Testing Agency stated that Ukrainian bob-
sledder Lidiia Hunko tested positive for an 
anabolic steroid at the Beijing Olympic 
Games. The ITA said Hunko failed a drug 
test after competing on February 14 when 
she placed 20th in the women’s monobob 
race. It was reported that her sample con-
tained dehydrochloromethyl-testosterone.

(Continued from page 14)
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At that gathering with journalists, 
Deputy Prime Minister Chrystia Freeland, a 
Ukrainian Canadian who also serves as 
Canada’s finance minister, said that Russia’s 
incursion into Ukraine is “an attempt to 
replace that rules-based international 
order with a world in which might makes 
right, where the great powers have the 
authority to redraw the borders, dictate the 
foreign policies and control the govern-
ments of sovereign democracies whose 
only fault is that they are smaller and that 
their militaries are not as powerful.”

“History tells us that we cannot stand by 
as a great power attempts to redraw bor-
ders and conquer its neighbours, and today 
[this] is a test of our resolve,” she said. 
“That is why Canada has a clear and pres-
ent stake in this conflict.”

The deputy prime minister said that 
Canada’s actions “are only the first step. 
The measures that Canada and our allies 
have been preparing will be sustained and 
they will bite. The economic costs to Russia 
will be severe. But let me also be very clear, 
our quarrel is not with the Russian people. 
It is with President Vladimir Putin and 
those around him who are making the 
choice to threaten a sovereign democracy 
with subjugation.”

Ms. Freeland said that, “if Russia does 
not pull back, it will be met with a firm, 
united and sustained response from 
Canada and our allies.”

“The world’s autocrats are watching 
today to see if our alliance of democracies 

has the will and the capacity to stand up for 
the rules-based international order. Canada 
and our allies are resolute in our defense of 
that order and of freedom, human rights 
and democracy around the world.”

Canadian Foreign Affairs Minister 
Mélanie Joly echoed that warning.

“We are at the most dangerous moment 
for world stability in a generation,” she said 
at the February 22 news conference. 
“Russia’s actions represent a direct threat 
to the peace and security of Ukraine and 
the world.”

“We have worked extremely hard to pre-
vent this escalation through diplomacy and 
deterrence,” said Ms. Joly. “But, just as 
Russia has prepared for this day, so have 
we. Canada and partners have been clear, 
the actions of the Russian regime will be 
met with severe consequences. These reck-
less and dangerous acts that will endanger 
the lives of innocent citizens will not go 
unpunished. Let us be clear, the invasion 
has started. Our response begins today, 
and, should Russia escalate, so will the cost 
imposed by Canada and its allies.”

Mr. Trudeau also acknowledged how the 
situation in Ukraine is “deeply concerning” 
to Ukrainian Canadians, who number about 
1.4 million people, according to the 2016 
Canadian census.

“Your community has made significant 
contributions to building Canada, and we 
will stand with you every step of the way,” 
said the prime minister, who noted that he 
had spoken to Alexandra Chyczij, president 
of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress earlier 
in the day on February 22 and “reaffirmed 
Canada’s resolute and ongoing support of 
Ukraine.”

(Continued from page 3)
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become irrelevant when sports fans gather 
together to celebrate or commiserate the 
result of a competition.

Nelson Mandela said it best: “Sport has 
the power to change the world. It has the 
power to inspire. It has the power to unite 
people in a way that little else does.”

It has been said that athletes are role 
models in society. Children listen to what 
athletes have to say as much or more than 
they listen to their parents.

While people have been anxiously sur-
viving the pandemic for over two years 
now, the role of sports and its meaning 
have changed. Sports became a platform 
for change, developing new conversations 
in an attempt to help, inspire, educate and 
guide. Sports have developed a conscious-
ness, a responsibility toward society, look-
ing for ways to galvanize people and give 
people hope. Sports leagues all over the 
world have gotten involved in philanthrop-

ic initiatives to further education, support 
and provide relief efforts for those working 
to combat COVID-19, racial discrimination, 
gender equity and other causes.

This spring, while we celebrate the on-
ice exploits of the Tkachuk brothers and 
some 18 other Ukrainian NHL stars, the on-
court heroics of Max Strus, Kyle Kuzma and 
three more Ukrainians in the NBA, the on-
the-soccer-pitch brilliance of Roman 
Yaremchuk, Vitaly Mykolenko and many 
Ukrainian soccer stars, the tennis net 
awareness of Elina Svitolina, Anhelina 
Kalinina and several other leading ladies, 
plus the knock-out punches of Oleh 
Dovhun, Lyubomyr Pinchuk and other 
Ukrainian boxers, let us not forget activists 
with Ukrainian lineage like hockey players 
Akim Aliu and Saroya Tinker, and gold 
medal-winning wrestler Zhan Beleniuk, dil-
igently fighting the battle for greater diver-
sity in professional sports and to eliminate 
racial discrimination.

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@
sfgsports.com.
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