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The Ukrainian Weekly

by Andrew Nynka

WALTHAM, Mass. – Speaking before a 
joint session of Congress, U.S. President Joe 
Biden said Russian President Vladimir 
Putin had “unleashed violence and chaos” 
against Ukraine and promised the Russian 
president would “pay a continuing high 
price” for his premeditated and unpro-
voked war against the Ukrainian people. 

“Six days ago, Russia’s Vladimir Putin 
sought to shake the very foundations of the 

free world, thinking he could make it bend 
to his menacing ways,” Mr. Biden said in a 
televised address. “But he badly miscalcu-
lated. He thought he could roll into Ukraine 
and the world would roll over. Instead, he 
met with a wall of strength he never antici-
pated or imagined. He met the Ukrainian 
people.”

Mr. Biden delivered his first State of the 
Union address on March 1 before a joint 

In first State of the Union address,  
Biden praises strength of Ukrainian people

Says Putin will pay a ‘high price’  
for Russia’s war in Ukraine

U.N. says more than 1 million flee Ukraine  
amid growing Russian carnage

(Continued on page 5)

by Mark Raczkiewycz

(Editor’s note: The following article was 
written in a fluid situation and from an 
undisclosed location in Ukraine. It contains 
information that was current as of noon 
Kyiv time on March 3.)

UKRAINE – Russia has made little 
appreciable headway in its attempt to con-
quer Ukraine with a multi-pronged inva-
sion that started on February 24. Russia’s 

full-scale invasion of Ukraine is an unpro-
voked and massive escalation of war that 
Moscow began in 2014. With most of their 
ground forces repelled or halted by a stiff 
and heroic Ukrainian resistance, Russian 
forces have resorted to indiscriminate 
bombing and shelling of civilian areas that 
have struck schools, hospitals and other 
civilian infrastructure.

Fierce fighting has occurred in the south 

Ukraine continues to resist Russian onslaught, 
says invading forces suffering huge losses

Zelenskyy exhorts Ukrainians, while ‘deplorable’ Russian invasion enters second week

(Continued on page 8)

A destroyed Russian tank sits in Chernihiv Oblast on March 3.

Armed Forces of Ukraine
Ukraine’s Ambassador to the U.S. Oksana Markarova (left) acknowledges a standing 
ovation given to her during U.S. President Joe Biden’s State of the Union address on 
March 1. Ms. Markarova was a guest of Jill Biden (right), the First Lady of the 

United States.

Screenshot of PBS NewsHour broadcast

RFE/RL

Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy has urged his countrymen to 
keep up their resistance against Russian 
forces despite bombardment and encircle-
ment efforts against major cities.

The appeal came after Russia’s all-out 
invasion entered its second week and U.N. 
members condemned Moscow’s actions as 
“deplorable” and demanded a withdrawal.

In his latest video address after a night 
of Russian shelling of Kyiv and strategic cit-
ies Kharkiv, Chernihiv and Mariupol, Mr. 
Zelenskyy on March 3 praised Ukrainian 
resistance and said, “We have nothing to 
lose but our own freedom.”

“They will have no peace here,” Mr. 
Zelenskyy said of the Russian invaders. He 
described Russian troops as “confused chil-

dren who have been used” and called on 
them to “go home.”

He said Ukraine was receiving daily sup-
plies of arms from allies abroad.

The Ukrainian General Staff and an 
adviser to Mr. Zelenskyy were later quoted 
as saying that Ukraine was increasingly 
able to launch counterattacks as it tries to 
fend off the Russian troops.

“Help to us is increasing every minute 
and the strength of the enemy is decreasing 
every minute,” Reuters quoted the unnamed 
presidential adviser as saying. “We’re not 
only defending, but also counterattacking.”

Ukraine’s border authority announced 
that nearly 14,000 Ukrainians, mostly 
men, had returned to the country on 
March 2, an increase of around 2,000 from 
the previous day.

Concerns for civilians caught in the fight-

ing intensified on March 3 as Russian and 
Ukrainian officials prepared to meet for 
cease-fire talks that could include discus-
sion of humanitarian corridors.

Such access could help with food, medi-
cine, ambulances and the evacuation of 
children, according to Ukrainian officials.

Kyiv has confirmed that its delegation 
had departed by helicopter to meet their 
Russian counterparts.

Ukraine’s national emergency service has 
said more than 2,000 civilians have died, 
but that figure was impossible to confirm.

Ukrainian Deputy Foreign Affairs 
Minister Emine Dzhaparova, addressing 
the U.N. Human Rights Council on March 3, 
said that Russian bombings of Ukrainian 
cities “clearly amount to war crimes and 
crimes against humanity.”

Ms. Dzhaparova called for “accountabili-

ty for war criminals spilling the blood of 
Ukrainian children.”

The chief prosecutor of the International 
Criminal Court (ICC) said on March 3 that 
an advance team had left The Hague for 
Ukraine to begin gathering evidence of pos-
sible war crimes.

ICC prosecutor Karim Khan said a day 
earlier that he had “a reasonable basis to 
believe that both alleged war crimes and 
crimes against humanity have been commit-
ted in Ukraine” and that 39 countries 
appealed for an investigation of events there.

EU foreign policy chief Josep Borrell sent 
a message on March 3 demanding that 
“This war needs to stop now.”

“I call for an immediate cease-fire,” Mr. 
Borrell wrote on Twitter after visiting a ref-

(Continued on page 9)
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U.N. consults on nuclear power plants

Ukraine’s nuclear regulator has appealed 
to the International Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA) for help in securing its nuclear 
power plants as Russia’s invasion raises 
concerns for the safety of the facilities. IAEA 
Director General Rafael Grossi said at a spe-
cial meeting of the agency in Vienna on 
March 2 that the U.N. nuclear watchdog was 
working with “all sides” to explore how the 
plants and their staffs could be supported. 
“Since these consultations are ongoing, I 
would not be in a position to tell you right 
now what kind or when this assistance is 
going to be delivered,” Mr. Grossi told a 
news conference, adding that it could 
include sending IAEA experts, but that is 
unlikely any time soon. “Having access to 
what is basically a war zone would be 
extremely delicate,” Mr. Grossi said at a 
press conference. Mr. Grossi reported earli-
er that Russian forces had taken control of 
the nuclear power station in Zaporizhia, the 
largest of Ukraine’s four nuclear plants, cit-
ing a letter sent to him from Russian diplo-
mats. Both Moscow and Kyiv have said that 
the Zaporizhia plant and other nuclear 
power stations in Ukraine are operating 
normally. Concerns have been growing 
about the safety of Ukraine’s nuclear sites 
since Moscow launched the attack. Mr. 
Grossi repeated his warning that there was 
a risk of a serious nuclear accident as fight-
ing continues. “The best action to ensure 
the safety and security of Ukraine’s nuclear 
facilities and its people would be for this 
armed conflict to end now,” he said. So far, 
damage has been reported at two nuclear 
waste storage sites as a result of the war, 
and Russian units captured the decommis-
sioned Chornobyl nuclear power plant. 
There was a slight increase in radiation 
readings at Chernobyl, site of a major nucle-
ar disaster in 1986, after military vehicles 
stirred up radioactive soil. (RFE/RL, with 
reporting by AFP, dpa and Reuters)

Blinken to reassure allies of U.S. support

U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken 
has announced plans to travel to Europe to 
reaffirm Washington’s support for Ukraine, 
saying that the human costs of Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine were already “stagger-

ing.” The courage of the Ukrainian people in 
the face of the “unwarranted, unprovoked 
and unjustified war” is inspiring the world, 
Mr. Blinken said at a news conference at the 
State Department. Mr. Blinken noted that 
earlier on March 2 the U.N. General 
Assembly overwhelmingly passed a non-
binding resolution deploring Russia’s inva-
sion. He said passage of the resolution, 
which was supported by about three-quar-
ters of U.N. members, showed that the 
international community “stands against 
Russia’s reckless attempts to change the 
border of another country.” Mr. Blinken also 
said the United States “will support diplo-
matic efforts” by Kyiv to reach a cease-fire 
and the withdrawal of Russian forces from 
Ukraine. “If there are diplomatic steps that 
we can take that the Ukrainian government 
believes would be helpful, we’re prepared 
to take them, even as we continue to sup-
port Ukraine’s ability to defend itself,” he 
said. Mr. Blinken also said he was confident 
that military assistance from NATO is get-
ting into Ukraine and reiterated that NATO 
allies have said they are determined to 
defend “every inch of NATO territory.” Mr. 
Blinken will leave for Brussels on March 3 
for meetings with his counterparts from 
the European Union and NATO countries. 
From there he will travel to Poland, which 
has taken in more than 450,000 Ukrainian 
refugees. Mr. Blinken will make a stop in 
Moldova, which has also taken in thou-
sands of refugees. He is to meet in Chisinau 
with President Maia Sandu, who was elect-
ed in 2020 on a pro-Western platform, 
Prime Minister Natalia Gavrilita and 
Foreign Affairs Minister Nicu Popescu. 
Moldova is not a NATO member but has 
relations with the alliance and has long 
objected to a Russian military presence in 
the breakaway region of Transdniester, 
which gained de facto independence fol-
lowing a brief war in 1992. Mr. Blinken will 
also go to the Baltics. Leaders of the three 
NATO member states have expressed con-
cerns about a Russian attack. NATO has 
pledged to reinforce its military resources 
in Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia as well as 
in Poland and Romania. (RFE/RL, with 
reporting by AFP and Reuters)

(Continued on page 10)

 NEWS ANALYSIS

by Paul Goble
Eurasia Daily Monitor

Except for occasional references to 
Chechen fighters whom Ramzan Kadyrov 
sent to fight in Ukraine with disastrous 
results, most reporting on Vladimir Putin’s 
expanded invasion of Ukraine has referred 
to the Russian Armed Forces as if they were 
purely Russian. In fact, it is the military of the 
Russian Federation; and like that multi-eth-
nic country, the “Russian” military contains 
large numbers of non-Russians at all levels. 
Indeed, for historical and contemporary rea-
sons, non-Russians almost certainly form a 
larger share of the Russian Armed Forces 
than they do in the population of the coun-
try at large. Just how large a share is a mat-
ter of debate because the issue of the ethnic 
composition of the Russian military has 
long been one of the most sensitive issues 
for Moscow and, thus, highly classified.

The share of non-Russians among draft-
ees and contract soldiers in the Russian mil-
itary has risen over the last several decades 

as the share of the prime draft-age cohort 
has shifted against the ethnic Russians (see 
Eurasia Daily Monitor, February 10, 17) and 
even more because many non-Russians, 
especially in the North Caucasus, are far 
more eager to serve than are ethnic 
Russians, who have better life chances. On 
the one hand, poverty and unemployment 
in their regions are far higher than else-
where; and, on the other hand, many North 
Caucasians need to have served in uniform 
in order to have “the military ticket” that 
will allow them to work for the police in 
their republics, often the best job they can 
aspire to at present (see EDM, November 
28, 2012). And because sergeants come 
from the pool of draftees and contract sol-
diers, the share of non-Russians in this key 
part of the military is larger still.

The officer corps of the Russian military 
also contains a disproportionate number of 
non-Russians for both socio-cultural and 
historical reasons. Just as the southern 

Potential wildcard in Ukrainian conflict:  
Russian army not ethnically homogeneous
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by Kseniya Kirillova
Eurasia Daily Monitor

From the beginning of President 
Vladimir Putin’s full-scale invasion of 
Ukraine, anti-war actions have swept 
through all the major cities of Russia. 
Protests break out practically every day 
and, according to civil rights activists, from 
February 24-27, 5,935 people have been 
arrested in over 80 cities (OVDinfo, 
February 28). Nevertheless, even if the 
majority of Russians do not actively sup-
port the war, they at least recognize it as 
required and unavoidable. Over the past 
week, the author of this article spoke with 
several dozen Russian dissidents, both liv-
ing in Russia and abroad. All of them note 
an aggressive belief in propaganda on the 
part of their friends and acquaintances and 
the impossibility of changing their minds.

Such an opinion is held by other experts. 
The head of the pollster Levada Center, 
Denis Volkov, pointed out that, if before the 
Russian offensive began about two thirds of 
respondents were in favor of recognizing 
the so-called Donetsk and Luhansk “peo-
ple’s republics” (DNR, LNR), then those 
who support a full-scale war should be 
somewhat less. However, the expert did not 
provide exact figures and only highlighted 
the crystallization of a “Putin majority,” 
which generally supported the invasion, 
and an anti-war minority. In his opinion, 
the pro-war majority might include more 
than half of the population (VoA – Russian 
service, February 27). According to sources 
in the United States, the use of military 
force is justified by at least half of all 

Russians (Sibir.Realii, February 26).
Such a high percentage of support is due 

to several factors. First, just before the start 
of the war, Russians were subjected to 
unprecedented military propaganda against 
a background of escalation along the front-
lines on February 18-20. As a result of this 
mobilizing rhetoric and incessant calls for 
unity (characteristic of the outbreak of any 
war), the Kremlin’s pro-war message fell on 
fertile soil domestically. According to a sur-
vey conducted by Levada immediately after 
the sharp escalation, 60 percent of Russians 
believe that Russia’s military actions were 
provoked by the U.S. and other members of 
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO), 14 percent blame Ukraine and only 
3 percent of respondents said that Russia is 
to blame for what is happening (Levada.ru, 
February 27).

Second, Russians have still not felt the 
full measure of the sanctions levied on 
themselves. Third, despite the “patriotic 
frenzy” and the pre-existing high levels of 
anti-Western and anti-Ukrainian sentiment 
(Ridl.io, January 12), support for the war at 
this initial stage paradoxically may actually 
reflects society’s desire for peace. As the 
sense of threat from the West has steadily 
increased in recent months under the influ-
ence of propaganda (see Eurasia Daily 
Monitor, January 21), the moment the rein-
vasion began, Russians felt relieved, believ-
ing that now “the threat would be eliminat-
ed.” Instead of “NATO’s anti-Russian foot-
hold at the Russian borders,” they would 
again have a “peaceful and friendly 

Majority of Russians not against 
war now, but this will change

(Continued on page 11)

(Continued on page 11)

A change in style for The Ukrainian Weekly
The Ukrainian Weekly has for many decades used a particular style when printing 

the names of individuals in our newspaper.  On first reference within a story, an indi-
vidual’s full name is spelled out. On every additional reference, The Weekly uses the 
honorific Mr. or Ms.  It is long past time to drop this honorific for the current presi-
dent of the Russian Federation. He will from this point forward be referred to by his 
last name, or by some other word that identifies him as the leader of the Russian 
Federation.



3THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, MARCH 6, 2022No. 10

Canada to send anti-tank weapons systems, ammunition to Ukraine and bans Russian crude-oil imports

Canada petitions International Criminal Court to investigate Russia for ‘crimes against humanity,’ ‘war crimes’

by Christopher Guly

OTTAWA – Canada will send Ukraine 
with anti-tank weapons systems and 
upgraded ammunition, and will ban 
Russian crude oil imports, Canadian Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau announced on 
February 28.

The newly announced lethal aid includes 
10 Carl Gustav anti-tank weapons systems 
and 2,000 rockets as ammunition for the 
shoulder-mounted weapons, Canadian 
Defense Minister Anita Anand said at a 
news conference with Mr. Trudeau in 
Ottawa in which she also said there were no 
plans to send troops into Ukraine.

On February 27, the Canadian govern-
ment committed nearly $20 million in addi-
tional non-lethal aid, including helmets and 
body armor, which Foreign Affairs Minister 
Mélanie Joly said would be delivered to 
Ukraine in partnership with Poland.

Canada’s foreign affairs minister will 
travel to Poland on March 1 to ensure the 
new military aid “gets in the arms of 
Ukrainian soldiers that are fighting for their 
life and for their motherland,” she said at a 

separate news conference in Ottawa on 
February 28.

The latest military support to Ukraine is 
in addition to three previous shipments of 
lethal and non-lethal equipment, and the 
Canadian Armed Forces will provide airlift 
support to transport supplies and aid, and 
participate in other NATO efforts, the prime 
minister told reporters on February 28.

Mr. Trudeau also said that Canada will 
ban Russian crude oil imports, “an industry 
that has benefited [Russian] President 
[Vladimir] Putin and his oligarchs greatly,” 
and which, the prime minister added, 
“accounts for more than a third of Russia’s 
federal budget revenues.”

Canadian Natural Resources Minister 
Jonathan Wilkinson told the House of 
Commons on February 28 that Canada has 
not received Russian crude-oil shipments 
since 2019 when, according to Statistics 
Canada, they represented only 2.6 percent 
of Canada’s imports.

The prime minister said his government 
will also ask the Canadian Radio-television 
and Telecommunications Commission 
(CRTC) – the country’s broadcasting regu-

lator – to review the presence of Russia’s 
state-owned broadcaster, Russia Today 
(RT), on Canadian airwaves.

“There is a significant amount of disin-
formation circulating from Russia including 
on social media and we all need to keep 
calling it out,” Mr. Trudeau said.

“Russia’s choice to kill Ukrainian civil-
ians, Russia’s choice to violate the territori-
al integrity of Ukraine and indeed the prin-
ciples of peace and security that have held 
sway for so long and led to so much pros-
perity around the world – it is important 
that Canadians and people around the 
world be faced with accurate information,” 
Mr. Trudeau said.

“Those who are witnessing the truth are 
seeing civilians being targeted, grandpar-
ents joining the fight, families with young 
children sheltering in subway stations and 
people fleeing to the border with only a 
suitcase,” Mr. Trudeau said.

Four major Canadian broadcasters have 
already acted proactively to block RT.

Rogers, Bell, Shaw and Telus announced 
that they would no longer carry the 
Russian-government owned broadcaster in 

their channel lineups. 
On February 27, Canadian Heritage 

Minister Pablo Rodriguez, who oversees 
the broadcasting file in the Trudeau cabi-
net, tweeted that “RT is the propaganda 
arm of Putin’s regime that spreads disinfor-
mation. It has no place here.”

Several Canadian phone companies, 
including Rogers and Bell, are also waiving 
long-distance and text charges to Ukraine.

On February 25, Mr. Trudeau said that 
Canada would also support the removal of 
Russia from the Belgian-based SWIFT 
(Society for Worldwide Interbank Financial 
Telecommunication) payment system used 
for international financial transactions.

“Excluding Russian banks from SWIFT 
would make it even more difficult for 
President Putin to finance his brutalities,” 
Mr. Trudeau said at the time.

The United States, the United Kingdom 
and the European Union (EU) joined that 
effort the day after to block certain Russian 
banks from SWIFT.

“To prevent the Russian Central Bank 

by Christopher Guly

OTTAWA – Canada will petition the 
International Criminal Court (ICC) to inves-
tigate Russia “for crimes against humanity 
and war crimes,” Canadian Foreign Affairs 
Minister Mélanie Joly told reporters in 
Geneva on March 1 after joining a walkout 
in protest of Russian Foreign Affairs 
Minister Sergei Lavrov’s virtual speech to 
the United Nations Human Rights Council.

In a statement issued by Global Affairs 
Canada, the federal department she heads, 
Ms. Joly said that Canada has “repeatedly 
called on Russia to cease its unprovoked 
and completely unjustifiable attacks on 
Ukraine and engage in meaningful dia-
logue.”

“However, as the horrific events in 
Ukraine unfold before our eyes, it is now 
clear that more must be done,” she said, 
calling on Russia to cooperate with the ICC, 
whose prosecutor, Karim Khan, announced 
on February 28 that he would open an 
investigation into the situation in Ukraine.

“Ukraine is not a state party to the Rome 
Statute of the ICC, so cannot itself refer the 
situation to my office. But it has twice exer-
cised its prerogatives to legally accept the 
court’s jurisdiction over alleged crimes 
under the Rome Statute occurring on its ter-
ritory, should the court choose to exercise 
it,” he said in a statement, referring to the 
Ukrainian government’s first declaration 
filed with the ICC over the events of the 
Euro-Maidan, which began on November 
21, 2013, and lasted until Ukrainian 
President Viktor Yanukovych was removed 
from office on February 22, 2014.

Ukraine’s second petition to the court 
extended the time period on an open-end-
ed basis to capture alleged crimes commit-
ted in Ukraine beginning on February 20, 
2014, when over 100 people were killed 
during mass protests against the Russian-
friendly Yanukovych administration.

Canada has also set its sights on “the 
holdings of all Russian oligarchs and 
Russian companies inside Canada,” Deputy 
Prime Minister Chrystia Freeland said at a 
March 1 news conference.

“We are very aware of the Russian inter-
ests in Canada. These, of course, are much 
less significant than Russian interests in 

   FOR THe ReCORd
Blinken delivers remarks at 49th U.N. Human Rights Council

The following is an abridged version of 
remarks delivered by U.S. Secretary of 
State Antony Blinken at the 49th session of 
the U.N. Human Rights Council on March 1. 
The remarks were released by the U.S. 
State Department on March 1.

High Commissioner Bachelet, Mr. 
President, fellow members, the United 
States is pleased to rejoin the U.N. Human 
Rights Council.

More than at any other point in recent 
history, the principles at the heart of this 
Council’s work – and the entire United 
Nations – are being challenged.

As we meet, Russia is carrying out a 
premeditated, unprovoked and unjustified 
attack on Ukraine, violating international 
law, flouting the core principles of interna-
tional peace and security, and creating a 
human rights and humanitarian crisis.

Reports of Russia’s human rights abus-
es and violations of international humani-
tarian law mount by the hour.

Russian strikes are hitting schools, hos-

pitals and residential buildings. They are 
destroying critical infrastructure, which 
provides millions of people across 
Ukraine with drinking water, gas to keep 
them from freezing to death, and electrici-
ty. Civilian buses, cars and even ambulanc-
es have been shelled. Russia is doing this 
every day – across Ukraine.

The high commissioner said yesterday 
that Russia’s attacks had killed at least a 
hundred civilians, including children, and 
wounded hundreds more, and said she 
expects the real figures are much higher. 
And the casualties keep mounting, includ-
ing the many civilians killed and wounded 
in Russia’s monstrous rocket strikes that 
hit an apartment complex in Kharkiv 
[Ukraine] yesterday. Russia’s violence has 
driven over half a million Ukrainians from 
the country in just a few days, including 
children, the elderly and people with dis-
abilities, who are making harrowing jour-
neys through conflict zones.

If [Russian] President [Vladimir] Putin 
succeeds in his stated goal of toppling 

Ukraine’s democratically elected govern-
ment, the human rights and humanitarian 
crises will only get worse. Look at Crimea, 
where Russia’s occupation has come 
with extrajudicial killings, enforced disap-
pearances, torture, arbitrary detention, 
the persecution of ethnic and religious 
minorities and the brutal repression of 
dissent.

The Kremlin is also ramping up its 
repression within Russia – where, even 
before the invasion, it was shuttering 
human rights organizations and harass-
ing, poisoning and imprisoning anti-cor-
ruption activists and political opponents.

Authorities reportedly have detained 
thousands of Russians peacefully protest-
ing the invasions, as well as journalists 
covering the demonstrations. Russian offi-
cials issued a warning to the country’s 
press that any reporting that refers to the 
assault as “an attack, an invasion or a dec-
laration of war” – in other words, that tells 

(Continued on page 12)

most of our partner countries, but we’re 
looking at those closely,” said Ms. Freeland, 
a Ukrainian Canadian, who also serves as 
Canada’s finance minister. “We will have 
additional economic measures that will be 
taken in the days to come.”

Jason Kenney, a former federal 
Conservative cabinet minister who is now 
premier of the oil-rich province of Alberta, 
has called on Ottawa to be “relentless in 
freezing the assets of and making life 
impossible for the billionaire plutocrats of 
Putin’s Russia – [they are] his enablers.”

Mr. Kenney said that Alberta’s invest-
ment arm, AIMCo, will begin liquidating its 
$125 million in direct and indirect expo-
sure to Russian securities.

One of Mr. Putin’s allies, Roman 
Abramovich, who helped the Russian presi-
dent choose his cabinet, has a strong busi-
ness presence in Canada’s energy industry.

Mr. Abramovich, the billionaire owner of 

the Chelsea Football Club, holds a 28.6 per-
cent stake in London-based Evraz plc, 
which is providing more than half the steel 
used for the 609-mile Trans Mountain pipe-
line expansion project between Alberta and 
British Columbia, and has been involved in 
other major natural gas and oil pipelines in 
Canada.

Ms. Freeland was asked at her news con-
ference about Evraz and said the company 
provided the steel for Trans Mountain 
“when sanctions were not in place and the 
war had not yet begun.”

But she also emphasized that “every-
thing is on the table and we are looking 
carefully at the holdings of oligarchs in 
Canada.”

“Something I learned during our trade 
wars with the United States, and it feels 
almost quaint to recall a time when that 
was our concern, but something that I 
learned, something that Canada learned is 

tariffs and retaliation and sanctions are the 
most effective when you can devise policies 
that have the maximum impact on the 
counterparty whose attention you are 
seeking to get and do the minimal damage 
to yourself,” said Ms. Freeland in reference 
to the lead role she played in responding to 
tariffs former U.S. President Donald 
Trump’s administration placed on 
Canadian steel and aluminum. Canada then 
placed countermeasures on American 
products.

On March 1, the Canadian government 
also announced that it would ban Russian-
owned or registered ships and fishing ves-
sels in Canadians ports and internal waters.

More relief for Ukrainians was also 
unveiled on March 1.

Canadian International Development 
Minister Harjit Sajjan said that Canada 

(Continued on page 4)

(Continued on page 15)
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Canada targets Putin with latest round of sanctions against Russia
by Christopher Guly

OTTAWA – “The world has responded in 
an unprecedented, united and coordinated 
way to respond to Vladimir Putin’s grave 
mistake” in ordering the invasion of 
Ukraine, Canadian Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau said in Ottawa on February 25, 
and the Russian president will now face the 
consequences.

Canada has imposed its third set of sanc-
tions against Russia, announced before and 
after the incursion into Ukraine, and this 
round targets Putin and “his fellow archi-
tects of this barbaric war – his chief of staff, 
[Sergei Ivanov] and Foreign Affairs Minister 
Sergei Lavrov,” Mr. Trudeau said.

“These men bear the greatest responsi-
bility for the death and destruction occur-
ring in Ukraine,” the Canadian prime minis-
ter said.

Canada’s decision to slap sanctions 
against the Russian ruler and the foreign 
affairs minister followed similar measures 
taken by the United States, the United 
Kingdom and the European Union on 
February 25.

The goal is to directly target “President 
Putin’s considerable personal wealth,” said 
Mr. Trudeau, who conceded that the 
Russian president “does not have much, if 
anything, in terms of personal holdings in 
Canada,” but that the sanctions against 
Putin would “prevent any loopholes from 
him trying to move money to places where 
he doesn’t currently have money.”

The embassy of the Russian Federation 
in Ottawa was quick to respond in a state-
ment, calling the sanctions against the 
country’s president and foreign affairs min-
ister “an unprecedentedly unfriendly, and 
at the same time, absurd step [that] contra-
dicts all principles of interstate relations 
and diplomatic ethics.”

By imposing the sanctions, Mr. 
Trudeau’s cabinet “is approaching the point 
of an irreparable severance of bilateral 
ties,” said the Russian Embassy, adding that 
a “response will follow.”

The statement also accused Canada of 
“shyly turn[ing] a blind eye to the over-
throw of [Ukraine’s] democratically elected 
President [Viktor] Yanukovych by means of 
an armed coup.”

Russia’s Ottawa embassy added that, 
“for eight years, Canada not only ignored 
the rise of neo-Nazism in Ukraine and the 
genocide unleashed by the Kyiv regime 
against the Russian people in the east of the 
country, it encouraged and helped these 
killings” through the Canadian Armed 
Forces’ military training mission in Ukraine.  

But Canada’s latest punitive measures 
did not end with sanctions leveled against 
Russia’s senior leadership.  

Mr. Trudeau said on February 25 that 
Canada would support the removal of 
Russia from the Belgian-based SWIFT pay-
ment system used for international finan-
cial transactions. 

“Excluding Russian banks from SWIFT 
would make it even more difficult for 

President Putin to finance his brutalities,” 
Mr. Trudeau said.

The Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC) 
welcomed the sanctions Canada and its 
allies imposed on Putin and Mr. Trudeau’s 
support for removing Russia from the 
SWIFT banking system, but called for further 
assistance to Ukraine that is “under Russian 
fire now,” UCC Chief Executive Officer Ihor 
Michalchyshyn said in a statement.

“We call for Ukraine’s allies to immedi-
ately enforce a no-fly zone over Ukraine to 
protect the innocent women, children and 
men who Putin is wantonly targeting, give 
Ukraine anti-air weapons systems and 
institute a total trade embargo on Russia.”

Canada’s new punitive measures did not 
end with Russia. 

On February 25, Mr. Trudeau announced 
that his government would impose addi-
tional sanctions against Belarus and its 
leaders “for abetting President Putin’s inva-
sion of a free and sovereign nation.”

“These will target 57 individuals and are 
in addition to the dozens of existing strong 
sanctions already levelled against Alya-
ksandr Lukashenka’s regime for their 
repeated systematic human rights violations 
and decades of oppression of their own peo-
ple,” the Canadian prime minister said.

The overall goal, Canadian Foreign 
Affairs Minister Mélanie Joly said, is to 
ensure “that we’re suffocating the Russian 
regime.”

“We know that this has an impact in 
terms of their own decision-making. But 
we know also that we need to work all 
together in a united West to make that hap-
pen,” she told reporters at the February 25 
news conference, and added that the 
Canadian government was also considering 
“creative methods” to put “maximum” pres-
sure on Russia.

Some of that creativity was displayed 
across the country as government-run 
liquor stores announced that they were 
removing Russian products from their 
shelves.

Meanwhile, the Canadian government 
will match every donation made to the 

Canadian Red Cross Ukraine Humanitarian 
Crisis Appeal, up to about $7.9 million, 
between now and March 18.

The Ukraine Humanitarian Appeal, 
established by the UCC and the Canada-
Ukraine Foundation, announced on 
February 24 that it raised nearly $1.9 mil-
lion, including a $787,000 contribution from 
the provincial government of Alberta and 
$590,000 from the Temerty Foundation, a 
charitable organization established in 1997 
by Ukrainian-Canadian energy executive 
James Temerty and his wife, Louise.

Three other Canadian provinces – 
Ontario, Manitoba and Saskatchewan – also 
donated a total of about $433,000 to the 
Ukraine Humanitarian Appeal, which aims 
to raise a further $3.9 million to provide 
food and medical supplies for displaced 
Ukrainians. 

Meanwhile, the Ottawa branch of the UCC 
has organized a February 27 rally at the 
Russian Embassy in the Canadian capital as 
a show of display that Canada and the world 
are “united in standing with Ukraine and 
supporting her in this great time of need.”

In recent days, the Trudeau government 
has repeatedly made that point in its regu-
lar news conferences as the crisis in 
Ukraine has escalated.

On February 25, the prime minister direct-
ed personal comments to Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, whom he 
said he has had “the pleasure of getting to 
know” since the 44-year-old former actor 
took office as his country’s head of state in 
May 2019 and made his first official overseas 
visit as president to Canada just weeks later.

“Like I told him when we spoke yester-
day, I am inspired by his resolve and his 
devotion to his country,” Mr. Trudeau 
said. “He is the embodiment of the courage 
of Ukrainian people and, just like him, 
Ukrainian people are showing incredible 
strength and resilience.”

“President Putin’s war on Ukraine is a 
war on freedom, on democracy and on the 
rights of Ukrainians and all people to deter-
mine their own future,” the prime minister 
said.

   FOR THe ReCORd
International Criminal Court prosecutor will proceed  
to open investigation of Russian crimes in Ukraine
The following statement was issued on 

February 28 by Karim A.A. Khan, a prosecu-
tor at the International Criminal Court (ICC).  
According to the ICC’s website, the court 
“investigates and, where warranted, tries 
individuals charged with the gravest crimes 
of concern to the international community: 
genocide, war crimes, crimes against 
humanity and the crime of aggression.”

Last Friday [February 25], I expressed 
my increasing concern, echoing those of 
world leaders and citizens of the world 
alike, over the events unfolding in 
Ukraine.

Today, I wish to announce that I have 
decided to proceed with opening an 
investigation into the situation in Ukraine 
as rapidly as possible.

Ukraine is not a state party to the 
Rome Statute of the International 
Criminal Court (“ICC” or the “Court”), so 
cannot itself refer the situation to my 
office. But it has twice exercised its pre-
rogatives to legally accept the Court’s 
jurisdiction over alleged crimes under the 
Rome Statute occurring on its territory, 
should the Court choose to exercise it. The 
first declaration lodged by the govern-
ment of Ukraine accepted ICC jurisdiction 
with respect to alleged crimes committed 
on Ukrainian territory from November 21, 
2013, to February 22, 2014. The second 
declaration extended this time period on 
an open-ended basis to encompass ongo-
ing alleged crimes committed throughout 
the territory of Ukraine from February 20, 
2014, onward.

I have reviewed the office’s conclusions 
arising from the preliminary examination 
of the situation in Ukraine, and have con-
firmed that there is a reasonable basis to 
proceed with opening an investigation. In 
particular, I am satisfied that there is a 

reasonable basis to believe that both 
alleged war crimes and crimes against 
humanity have been committed in 
Ukraine in relation to the events already 
assessed during the preliminary examina-
tion by the office. Given the expansion of 
the conflict in recent days, it is my inten-
tion that this investigation will also 
encompass any new alleged crimes falling 
within the jurisdiction of my office that 
are committed by any party to the conflict 
on any part of the territory of Ukraine.

I have already tasked my team to 
explore all evidence preservation oppor-
tunities. The next step is to proceed with 
the process of seeking and obtaining 
authorization from the pretrial chamber 
of the court to open an investigation. An 
alternative route set out in the statute 
that could further expedite matters 
would be for an ICC state party to refer 
the situation to my office, which would 
allow us to actively and immediately pro-
ceed with the office’s independent and 
objective investigations.

I will also be asking for the support of 
all states parties and the international 
community as a whole as my office sets 
about its investigations.  I will be calling 
for additional budgetary support, for vol-
untary contributions to support all our 
situations, and for the loan of gratis per-
sonnel. The importance and urgency of 
our mission is too serious to be held hos-
tage to lack of means.

I will continue to closely follow devel-
opments on the ground in Ukraine, and 
again call for restraint and strict adher-
ence to the applicable rules of interna-
tional humanitarian law.

If anyone has information relevant to 
the situation, this can be submitted to my 
office via [email], otp.informationdesk@
icc-cpi.int.

would contribute an additional $79 million 
in relief for Ukraine as part of the newly 
launched United Nations’ Humanitarian 
Flash Appeal and the Regional Refugee 
Response Plan for Ukraine, which will help 
provide emergency health services (includ-
ing trauma care), protection, support to 
displaced populations and essential life-
saving services such as shelter, water, sani-
tation and food, according to a news 
release from Global Affairs Canada.

The new contribution is in addition to 
about $20 million in humanitarian aid pro-
vided to Ukraine this year.

At the March 1 news conference with 
Ms. Freeland, Mr. Sajjan recalled attending 
– as Canadian defense minister at the time 
– Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelens-
kyy’s inauguration in 2019 and remembers 
a poignant point the newly installed head 
of state made in his address. 

“He said I really do not want my pictures 
in your offices, for the president is not an 
icon, an idol or a portrait,” recalled Mr. Sajjan. 
“Hang your kids’ photos instead and look at 
them each time you’re making a decision.”

“In the last week, I can’t stop thinking 
about the impact this unjustifiable aggres-
sion has had on his children and the chil-
dren of Ukraine, whose lives have been 
thrown into chaos, classrooms have been 
replaced by bomb shelters, playgrounds 

have become battlefields, beds have 
become the hard ground,” Mr. Sajjan said.

“It is why as Canadians we have and will 
continue to step up to show that we will 
stand on the right side of history,” Mr. Sajjan 
said.

Canadian Governor General Mary Simon, 
Canada’s de facto head of state as the repre-
sentative of Queen Elizabeth II in the coun-
try, also issued a statement on March 1 on 
Ukraine’s crisis.

“Like all Canadians, I have watched the 
events in Ukraine unfold, wondering exact-
ly how to respond, not only to the heart-
breaking loss of life, but also to the courage 
and resilience of those affected by this con-
flict,” she said.

“Our country has a large Ukrainian 
Canadian community of more than a million 
people, many of them with friends and fami-
ly fighting in Ukraine to preserve their coun-
try’s freedom, democracy and independence. 
Canadians are worried for their future, for 
the future of Ukraine,” Ms. Simon said.

“Images of the senseless violence in the 
region flood our screens. Yet the citizenry’s 
response is encouraging,” Ms. Simon said. 
“We see hope and kindness, brave actions, 
words of defiance, borders opening up to 
shield refugees, people helping each other 
and protecting each other.”

“I join the global community as we stand 
united, together for defenders of democra-
cy and freedom, together for peace and 
security,” she said. “Together, we stand with 
Ukraine and its people.”

(Continued from page 3)

Canada petitions...
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session of Congress that gathered in the 
chamber of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives. In a remarkable scene, the chamber 
was filled with Ukrainian flags, and many 
female representatives wore blue and yel-
low clothes – matching the colors of the 
Ukrainian flag – in solidarity with the 
Ukrainian people.

The president also introduced the 
Ukrainian ambassador to the United States, 
who was a guest of honor and sat next to 
the president’s wife, Jill Biden.

“Let each of us here tonight in this cham-
ber send an unmistakable signal to Ukraine 
and to the world,” Mr. Biden said as mem-
bers of Congress and guests all rose to their 
feet and gave the Ukrainian ambassador, 
Oksana Markarova, a rousing ovation that 
brought tears to her eyes.  She placed her 
hand over hear heart and could be seen 
saying thank you repeatedly. Ms. Biden 
then hugged Ms. Markarova.

“Yes, we the United States of America 
stand with the Ukrainian people,” Mr. Biden 
said, adding that the world was watching 
Ukraine’s heroic struggle to defend itself 
against a massive Russian military force.

Russia massed some 200,000 well-
equipped troops and sophisticated weap-
onry along Ukraine’s borders in the days 
before the Russian ruler ordered the launch 
a full-scale war against Ukraine.

Faced with seemingly insurmountable 
military odds, the Ukrainian resistance has 
repeatedly demonstrated its heroism and 
resolve to win the war.

“From [Ukrainian] President [Volody-
myr] Zelenskyy to every Ukrainian, their 
fearlessness, their courage, their determi-
nation inspires the world,” Mr. Biden said. 
“Groups of citizens blocking tanks with 
their bodies. Everyone from students to 
retirees, teachers turned soldiers defending 
their homeland. In this struggle, as 
President Zelenskyy said in his speech to 
the European Parliament, ‘light will win 
over darkness.’”

“The Ukrainians are fighting back with 
pure courage. But the next few days, weeks, 
months will be hard on them. Putin has 
unleashed violence and chaos,” Mr. Biden 
said. “And a proud Ukrainian people, who 
have known 30 years of independence, 
have repeatedly shown that they will not 

tolerate anyone who tries to take their 
country backwards.”

By various news accounts, the Ukrainian 
resistance has increasingly angered the 
Russian ruler, who on several occasions 
uncharacteristically lashed out at his mili-
tary leadership. Putin’s behavior in the past 
week has alarmed U.S. intelligence person-
nel, particularly after he ordered his coun-
try’s nuclear forces to be place on height-
ened alert.

Russia began its full-scale invasion of 
Ukraine by striking various strategic and 
military targets, and it said repeatedly that it 
would not target residential or civilian loca-
tions. But as the war stretched into its first 
week and as the Russian president has 
grown increasingly angry at the lack of prog-
ress made by his army, civilians have been 
increasingly targeted by Russian airstrikes.

On March 2, CNN reported that rockets 
rained down overnight on a maternity clin-
ic and a holocaust memorial site in Kyiv. 
Heavy shelling in Kharkiv tore through the 
city’s national university. Ukraine’s State 
Emergency Service said the same day that 
more than 2,000 Ukrainian civilians have so 
far been killed in the war.

“Putin’s latest attack on Ukraine was 
premeditated and unprovoked,” Mr. Biden 
said. “He rejected repeated efforts at diplo-
macy. He thought the West and NATO 
wouldn’t respond. And he thought he could 
divide us at home. Putin was wrong. We 
were ready.”

“And now that he has acted, the free 
world is holding him accountable,” Mr. 

Biden said. “Along with 27 members of the 
European Union, including France, 
Germany, Italy, as well as countries like the 
United Kingdom, Canada, Japan, Korea, 
Australia, New Zealand and many others, 
even Switzerland. We are inflicting pain on 
Russia and supporting the people of 
Ukraine. Putin is now isolated from the 
world more than ever.”

Mr. Biden said the U.S. was cutting 
Russia’s largest banks off from the interna-
tional financial system, a move that would 
stop Moscow’s central bank from defending 
the Russian Ruble, which has tanked in the 
days since the full-scale war began.  It is 
now worth less than one U.S. penny. The 
move, Mr. Biden said, has made “Putin’s 
$630 billion ‘war fund’ worthless.”

Mr. Biden also said that the U.S. 
Department of Justice had begun assem-
bling a dedicated task force to go after the 
assets of Russia’s oligarchs.

Speaking directly to those oligarchs who 
have long held their assets and residences 
in England and throughout Western 
Europe, Mr. Biden said, “We are joining 
with our European allies to find and seize 
your yachts, your luxury apartments, your 
private jets. We are coming for your ill-
begotten gains.”

The American president also announced 
a new measure to inflict additional pain on 
Russians travelling abroad.

“Tonight, I am announcing that we will 
join our allies in closing off American air 
space to all Russian flights – further isolat-
ing Russia – and adding an additional 

squeeze on their economy,” Mr. Biden said, 
adding that, “The Ruble has lost 30 percent 
of its value. The Russian stock market has 
lost 40 percent of its value and trading 
remains suspended. Russia’s economy is 
reeling and Putin alone is to blame.”

Mr. Biden also explicitly reassured the 
American public that U.S. forces would not 
be deployed to fight in Ukraine, but he said 
troops were moving to reinforce and 
defend NATO allies “in the event that Putin 
decides to keep moving west.”

“For that purpose, we’ve mobilized 
American ground forces, air squadrons and 
ship deployments to protect NATO coun-
tries including Poland, Romania, Latvia, 
Lithuania and Estonia,” Mr. Biden said. “As I 
have made crystal clear, the United States 
and our allies will defend every inch of ter-
ritory of NATO countries with the full force 
of our collective power.”

Mr. Biden also sought to reassure the 
American public that, while the sanctions 
being imposed on Russia will impact the 
U.S. economy, “I want you to know that we 
are going to be okay.”

He announced that the U.S. has worked 
with 30 other countries to release 60 mil-
lion barrels of oil from reserves around the 
world.

“America will lead that effort, releasing 
30 million barrels from our own Strategic 
Petroleum Reserve. And we stand ready to 
do more, if necessary, unified with our 
allies,” Mr. Biden said.

He also framed the war in Ukraine as a 
global battle between democracy and 
autocracy, and “democracies are rising to 
the moment, and the world is clearly choos-
ing the side of peace and security.”

But he also noted that the world is facing 
a real test.

“While it shouldn’t have taken some-
thing so terrible for people around the 
world to see what’s at stake, now everyone 
sees it clearly,” Mr. Biden said.

“This is a real test. It’s going to take time. 
So let us continue to draw inspiration from 
the iron will of the Ukrainian people,” Mr. 
Biden said.

“To our fellow Ukrainian Americans who 
forge a deep bond that connects our two 
nations, we stand with you,” Mr. Biden said. 
“Putin may circle Kyiv with tanks, but he 
will never gain the hearts and souls of the 
Ukrainian people. He will never extinguish 
their love of freedom. He will never weaken 
the resolve of the free world.”

(Continued from page 1)

In first State...

U.S. President Joe Biden addressed a joint session of Congress during his first State of 
the Union address on March 1. He was joined by U.S. Vice President Kamala Harris 

(left) and Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives Nancy Pelosi.

Screenshot of PBS NewsHour broadcast

U.N. General Assembly condemns Russia’s war against Ukraine
by Irene Jarosewich

UNITED NATIONS – During an emergen-
cy special session of the U.N. General 
Assembly, member states overwhelmingly 
condemned Russia for invading Ukraine 
and demanded that Moscow immediately 
withdraw military forces from the territory 
of Ukraine as defined by Ukraine’s interna-
tionally recognized borders.

The March 2 vote on the resolution 
received the support of 141 of the General 
Assembly’s 193 members, 35 abstentions, 
which included China, and five no votes, led 
by Russia. The vote met the two-thirds 
majority needed to pass. 

The instant the final tally appeared on 
the large overhead screens at the front of 
the assembly’s meeting hall, an enthusias-
tic 25-second standing ovation began, led 
by Ukraine’s permanent representative to 
the U.N., Ambassador Sergiy Kyslytsya. 

The emergency special session was only 
the 11th in U.N. history. The session was 
held at the direction of the U.N. Security 
Council, which held its own special session 
on the war in Ukraine a few days earlier. 
The last time the Security Council con-
vened an emergency session of the General 

Assembly was forty years ago, in 1982. 
The adoption of the U.N. General 

Assembly resolution must be understood 
within the specific dynamics of the U.N. and 
should be viewed as a singular diplomatic 
success for Ukraine.

The U.N., an international body that 
strives for consensus and equalization 
between large and small countries in terms 
of rights within the body, has developed a 
set of procedures to ensure fairness.

As a result, the strategy to hold not one, 
but two special sessions within days, when 
none have been had for years, and against 
stiff opposition from Russia in the Security 
Council and in the General Assembly, 
required nimble diplomacy.

Mr. Kyslytsya was deeply involved in 
behind-the-scenes efforts to call for these 
special sessions, and both Mr. Kyslytsya and 
Ukraine’s Foreign Affairs Minister Dmytro 
Kuleba made detailed and impassioned 
presentations before the Security Council 
on February 23, on the eve of Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine. 

By March 1, 96 member states co-spon-
sored the resolution that condemned 
Russia’s “aggression against Ukraine,” an 
action undertaken primarily to isolate 

Russia diplomatically within the world body.
While General Assembly resolutions are 

non-binding, they carry political weight 
and have symbolic significance within a 
body tasked to adhere to a rules-based 
international order and established to 
avoid the possibility of another world war.

The March 2 vote represents a strong 
diplomatic victory for Ukraine, and increas-
es Moscow’s international isolation. 

Unless halted, “the evil will never stop, ... 
[it will] require more and more space” and 
it will expand further beyond Ukraine, Mr. 
Kyslytsya said.

The resolution, he added, “is one of the 
building blocks in the wall” that must be 
built to stop current, and future, Russian 
offensives.

The U.S. ambassador to the U.N., Linda 
Thomas-Greenfield, urged member states 
to “vote yes if you believe U.N. member 
states – including your own – have a right 
to sovereignty and territorial integrity. … 
[and] if you believe Russia should be held 
to account for its actions.”

In turn, Russia’s ambassador to the U.N., 
Vassily Nebenzia, denied Moscow was tar-
geting civilians in Ukraine, and he blamed 
the government of Ukraine for provoking 

the present situation. He accused Western 
governments of pressuring assembly mem-
bers to pass the resolution, and ominously 
threatened that adoption of the resolution 
“could fuel further violence.”

Shortly after the vote, U.N. Secretary 
General António Guterres issued a state-
ment.

“The General Assembly has spoken,” Mr. 
Guterres said. “As secretary general, it is my 
duty to stand by this resolution and be 
guided by its call. The message of the 
General Assembly is loud and clear: end 
hostilities in Ukraine, now; silence the 
guns, now; open the door to dialogue and 
diplomacy, now.”

“The territorial integrity and sovereign-
ty of Ukraine must be respected in line 
with the United Nations Charter,” Mr. 
Guterres’s statement read. “We do not have 
a moment to lose. The brutal effects of the 
conflict are plain to see. ...  As bad as the sit-
uation is for the people in Ukraine right 
now, it threatens to get much, much worse. 
... Today’s resolution reflects a central truth. 
The world wants an end to the tremendous 
human suffering in Ukraine.”

(Continued on page 15)
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Negotiations between Ukrainian and Russian officials took place on March 3, but 
the meeting concluded with no progress on the goal of stopping Russian 
President Vladimir Putin’s unprovoked and premediated war against Ukraine. 
There was, however, a very small glimmer of hope that emerged as a result of the 
meeting. The two sides agreed to create humanitarian corridors that would allow 
safe passage from those areas of Ukraine where the fighting has been particularly 
fierce, Ukrainian presidential adviser Mykhailo Podolyak said, according to a 
Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty report the same day.

If such a corridor is established and if – and this is a big if – such a corridor is 
not attacked by Russian forces, then this is a significant development that would 
ease the suffering of millions of Ukrainians who have been caught in the cross-
hairs of a war that has already forced more than 1 million Ukrainians to flee their 
homeland in less than a week’s time.

However, Russian forces have already bombed apartment buildings, sacred 
burial grounds, kindergartens, hospitals, residential apartment buildings and 
other civilian structures. It is hard to imagine that the Russian ruler will abide by 
such an agreement when, time and again, he has used such moves to buy time so 
that his forces can regroup and launch new attacks against civilian populations. 
He has done so repeatedly in other conflicts. It is time the Western world take the 
Russian ruler for what he is: a man who has crossed the Rubicon and who 
appears ready and willing to outdo even the absolute worst of history’s tyrant, 
Hitler, Stalin, Lenin, etc. Lacking even an ounce of conscious or morality, he 
appears ready to unleash a level or brutality and pain the world has not yet seen.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy was right to jolt the Western world 
on March 3 by saying that, if the Russian ruler is not stopped, a third world war 
awaits their decision to hide behind the NATO curtain. And while the Western 
world waits to engage Putin’s military directly until a NATO member country is 
attacked, Mr. Zelenskyy has on numerous occasions made the case that, as they 
wait, the war will eventually come to them. Conversations with Poles in Warsaw 
and Przemysl revealed that average Polish citizens seem to know what Western 
leaders either don’t or are ignoring: they believe Putin will eventually attack 
Poland, too.

Perhaps Putin truly has no intention of broadening the war beyond Ukraine, 
and perhaps his actions are calculated, meant to confuse, destabilize and unsettle 
his enemies. But can the Western world afford to take that gamble? His indiscrim-
inate shelling of civilian locations in Ukraine, his senseless escalation of a war 
that has destroyed his troop morale and the Russian economy and his blatant, 
bold faced, repeated lies have given us more than enough evidence that all 
options are on the table for the Russian ruler. As a result, the leaders of the 
Western world must open their eyes to the reality in front of them. Either they 
must take the fight to Putin, or he will eventually take the fight to them. We pray 
that we are wrong, and we pray for the people of Ukraine.

The Ukrainian Weekly

Eight years ago, on March 9, 2014, The Ukrainian Weekly’s 
editorial questioned whether Vladimir Putin was willing to pay 
the costs associated with the invasion of Crimea that began on 
March 6 of that year with 16,000 Russian troops on the ground 
on Ukrainian sovereign territory.

Crimea’s parliament voted to hold a sham referendum on inte-
gration with the Russian Federation. U.S. President Barack Obama and Ukrainian Prime 
Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk noted that the referendum would violate the Constitution of 
Ukraine and international law.

Proposed U.S. countermeasures included visa restrictions and sanctions against indi-
viduals and entities. The European Union said it would freeze the assets of ex-President 
Viktor Yanukovych and 17 of his associates, and Great Britain also applied financial sanc-
tions. The EU member states varied in their positions on the severity of proposed sanc-
tions, with some citing concerns about economic repercussions. The EU also announced 
that an Association Agreement with Ukraine would be signed prior to a presidential elec-
tion that was scheduled for May 25.

In response to Russia’s aggression in Crimea, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO), which called the events “the gravest threat to European security since the end of 
the Cold War,” upped its air and naval support across Europe, the Black Sea region and the 
Baltics.

“Russia continued to create conditions on the ground in Crimea to ‘justify’ its next steps 
as an occupying power,” the editorial read. “It also carried on its pervasive disinformation 
campaign, spreading lies about ‘fascists,’ ‘neo-Nazis’ and ‘anti-Semites’ threatening the 
people of Ukraine, in particular its Russian-speaking population. While Russia’s U.N. 
ambassador said Ukraine’s ex-president had asked President Putin to use Russia’s armed 
forces ‘to establish legitimacy, peace, law and order, stability,’ Mr. Putin insisted that the 
forces in Crimea were local ‘self-defense’ groups dressed in generic uniforms widely avail-
able in stores. The good news here is that no one believes such fantasy.”

“As the conflict escalates, the United States and its European allies have repeatedly stat-
ed that there will be ‘costs’ for Russia’s conduct in Crimea and Ukraine,” the editorial 
added. “The frightening thing is that Mr. Putin appears to be prepared to pay the ‘costs’ 
imposed thus far to get Crimea and more.”

March
9
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Turning the pages back...

by Askold S. Lozynskyj

The first days of the war did not unfold 
as the Russians anticipated. Becoming even 
more unhinged by this setback, Russian 
President Vladimir Putin increased not 
only the number of Russian soldiers but 
also the variety of weapons and methods of 
warfare. The latter should be most alarm-
ing. A missile was fired indiscriminately at 
the very center of the city of Kharkiv, not in 
the direction of the Ukrainian military, but 
directly at the innocent population. A 
40-mile-long convoy of Russian military is 
expected to bring a new blow to the capital 
Kyiv. All this can be seen on the television 
screen. There can be no further reasonable 
debate as to the intentions and manner of 
operation of the enemy. Can Ukraine sur-
vive such a large-scale military and even a 
nuclear arsenal that has no regard for civil-
ian life? Ukrainians want to believe in their 
own strength and will, but we need serious 
help. This is a threat to the world. Putin is 
the 21st Century’s Hitler and Stalin, but 
with nuclear weapons.

The Western world, led by the United 
States of America, has so far responded 
extremely forcefully for Ukraine. It seems 
everyone is helping. Most recently, Europe 
has spoken out in favor of Ukraine’s acces-
sion into their community, and most 
European countries have supplied weap-
ons for Ukraine’s defense.

What Ukraine needs now is to have its 
airspace protected by a NATO air force 
operation. Why are NATO and the United 
States slow to respond to this request? This 
question is difficult to answer, because 
actually taking this step means physically 
entering a war where there could be a clash 
of Russian missiles, planes and similar 
NATO weapons. It is one thing to declare 
that Ukraine’s air space is closed. But it is 
far more difficult to defend such a move. So, 
it is incumbent today to convince the 
Western world that Moscow’s intention is 
indiscriminate aggression. This aggression 
begins in Ukraine, but, if Ukraine is defeat-
ed, it will spread to the entire North 
Atlantic region.

What should be the approach of our com-
munities? We must learn from the Ukrainian 
president. Even his greatest opponents must 
acknowledge his proper and heroic 
approach. He has made it clear that 
Ukrainians will not give up, and he has 
thanked and not scolded the West as he has 
asked for additional help, including partici-
pation in the defense effort. Today, the battle-
field is Ukraine. For NATO and EU member 
states, facing the enemy of all mankind in 
Ukraine is better than later waiting to do so 
when the enemy eventually appears at the 
doors of Warsaw, Bucharest, Berlin or Paris.

Dear Ukrainians! Reprimanding our 
friends and allies for not loving us enough 
is not helpful in consolidating long-term 
friendships. It should not be a mystery to 
any Ukrainian that we are cursed by geo-
graphical location. Our rich soil and beauti-

ful nature are bestowed upon us, but at a 
geostrategic cost. The defense of our terri-
tory and our people will be a long-term 
process.

At the same time, it is necessary to bring 
the war to the enemy here in the Western 
diaspora. This is a war against the Russians. 
This war must be waged at every turn. 
Russian agents, a.k.a. diplomats, must leave 
the U.S. Russian planes must not be allowed 
to fly or land in America. Russian products, 
among them Stolichnaya, Lukoil and the 
like, cannot be sold in U.S. stores.

The war with the Russians should also 
be brought to international fora – confer-
ences and even educational institutions. 
There are good Russians, but they are few 
and far between. Our enemy is not only 
Putin, but every Russian who believes or 
works for Putin’s “Russian world.” Please 
remember that American institutions and 
universities, seemingly innocent and non-
political forums, are replete with Russian 
agents of disinformation. Naturally, I use 
America here as an example. This applies to 
Australia, Germany, Brazil, etc.

Our victims and refugees are obviously 
in need of humanitarian assistance. The 
number of refugees has reached 1 million 
people, and they are mostly children and 
women. The United Ukrainian American 
Relief Committee (UUARC) has opened a 
separate fund for this purpose. The UUARC 
has a history of assistance and community 
accountability.

We also need legal assistance from our 
lawyers who specialize in immigration law 
to procure immigration status and various 
assistance to our migrants. I urge Ukrainian 
lawyers around the world to inform their 
Ukrainian communities about the availabil-
ity of assistance in this matter by providing 
their contact information for services “pro 
bono” or at a reduced war emergency rate.

We are good and undaunted people. 
Unfortunately, we have experience with war 
and suffering. Today, we are united in our 
goal, probably more so than ever before. 
Today, perhaps for the first time in history, 
the whole world, except the Russians, are on 
our side. A stressful time always evokes 
emotions. During such an emotional period 
it is difficult to think lucidly, although it is 
necessary to act. We need to adopt a single, 
simple strategy – a strategy to fight the 
Russian enemy and to express gratitude, 
while asking for help from our friends, the 
Americans, the Brits, the French, the 
Canadians, even the Germans, and in partic-
ular the Lord God and the Mother of God. 
We have seen at least two miracles already. 
We stopped the first invasion, and even the 
Germans began to help us.

Glory to Ukraine! Glory to her heroes! 
Glory to our people! Thanks to our friends! 
Death to the Russian enemy!

Askold S. Lozynskyj is an attorney at law 
based in New York City who served as presi-
dent of the Ukrainian World Congress in 
1998-2008.

An action plan for the Western 
diaspora to help Ukraine

(Continued on page 7)

The endgame in Ukraine

 COMMENTARY

Dear Editor:

President Volodymyr Zelenskyy’s stead-
fast defiance and heroic defense of Ukraine, 
along with his fellow citizens, has set an 
example for all of the leaders of the free 
world. Mr. Zelenskyy’s extraordinary deeds 

in the call of duty merit nothing less than 
being nominated for and winning the 
Nobel Peace Prize, as well as being award-
ed the U.S. Presidential Medal of Freedom.

Illya M. Labunka
Philadelphia

Zelenskyy’s defense of Ukraine is heroic
 LETTER TO THE EDITOR
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by Ihor N. Stelmach

Russia spent some $50 billion to win 
hosting privileges of the 2014 Winter 
Olympics in Sochi, Russia, but then it 
hatched the most elaborate doping scheme 
in history simply to solidify itself as a global 
sports powerhouse. The Russian invasion 
of Ukraine, on the heels of still another 
drug scandal at the Winter Olympics in 
Beijing, could help undo an athletic dynasty 
that has been defaced by fraud and deceit. 
The international sports world has done lit-
tle to push back against that fraud, but 
Russia’s unprovoked and premeditated war 
against Ukraine may nonetheless be its 
demise as a sports power.

If and when additional enumeration of 
such fraud comes, it will seriously damage 
Russia’s ability to host events at home and 
compete in others abroad. The blow would 
be financially and psychologically severe 
for Russia. It would seriously compromise 
the image Vladimir Putin and his predeces-
sors have attempted to cultivate – a com-
mendable country of elite athletes who 
defeat their opponents on the international 
stage, by any means possible.

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine was quickly 
condemned by many Western governments 
and disparaged by major sporting institu-
tions, including the International Olympic 
Committee (IOC). Several international fed-
erations, including those which govern soc-
cer, curling, skiing and Formula 1, pulled 
top-tier events out of Russia. European soc-
cer’s governing body, the Union of European 
Football Associations (UEFA), was first to 
take action when it moved this spring’s 
Champions League final from St. Peters-
burg, Russia, to Paris. The Interna tional 
Biathlon Union banned Russia from all of 
its events. The IOC merely condemned the 
Russian invasion.

Financial experts estimate the monetary 
loss of the Champions League final could be 
tens of millions of dollars, a mere fraction 
of the total Russia may forfeit from all of 
the relocated events. However, money is 
only one part of what motivates Putin and 
the Russians. They are also motivated by 
power and prestige, by being in charge.

It can be postulated that Russia’s power 
in the sports world is best explained by its 
relationship with the IOC. Russia was offi-
cially banned from the Beijing Games, but 
still fielded an entourage of more than 200 
athletes who competed as members of the 
“Russian Olympic Committee.” The squad 
won 32 total medals, good for second best 
at the Games.

Adding to specter of hypocrisy was Putin 
attending the opening ceremony with IOC 
head Thomas Bach at the Bird’s Nest stadi-
um in Beijing. It was a defiant Putin at his 
best, as the U.S. and several of its allies dip-
lomatically boycotted the Games in protest 
of China’s human rights abuses. Apparently, 
Putin’s standing with the IOC was not 

affected by Russia’s ban from the Olympics.
Meanwhile, the Russian government has 

maintained that the doping allegations, 
investigations and punishments are all 
politically driven by the West.

The recent condemnation of Russia’s 
actions toward Ukraine by the IOC was 
based on their breach of the “Olympic 
Truce,” a United Nations-sanctioned plea 
for world peace that remains in play until 
March 20, one week after the Paralympic 
Games close in Beijing.

The IOC and Mr. Bach would be forced to 
reverse many years of legal decisions 
regarding their somewhat soft treatment of 
Russia’s long-running doping issues. The 
action the IOC takes to enforce their most 
recent displeasure with Russia could go far 
in shaping Russia’s role in the sports, and it 
can have a lasting impact.

The churlish doping case involving 
15-year-old Russian figure skater Kamila 
Valieva that recently consumed the Beijing 
Games will certainly not aid Russia’s cause. 
Ms. Valieva tested positive for a banned 
heart medication, but the result was not 
announced by anti-doping officials until 
after she’d won a gold medal as part of the 
team competition, even though the sample 
was taken weeks earlier. The circumstances 
forced Mr. Bach to criticize Russia, which in 
return brought a rebuttal from the Kremlin.

Prior to the next move by the IOC, there 
will be more relocating of events and other 
signs of how the sports world deals with 
Russia. It is expected that the Council of 
Europe will urge international sports orga-
nizations to exclude Russian athletes from 
upcoming international competitions like 
the world figure skating championships, 
World Cup soccer qualifying matches and 
the world track and field championships.

Norwegian politician Linda Helleland, a 
former vice president of the World Anti-
Doping Agency and longtime critic of 
Russia, told the Associated Press in late 
February that “we now witness brutal 
actions in Ukraine. We can’t let Russia get 
away with it again with no consequences.”

The biggest question in the future will 
be how the IOC decides on Russia’s eligibili-
ty at the 2024 Summer Olympics in Paris. 
Putin’s annexation of Crimea in 2014 and 
the full-scale invasion of Ukraine both 
occurred immediately following the close 
of the Winter Olympics, with Russia com-
manding success in the arena and a long 
gap before its next appearance on sports’ 
grandest international stage.

Putin has gotten a free pass for more 
than 10 years and he probably thinks he 
can get away with it again. This time, some 
experts say, he may have crossed the line in 
a most profound way. As a result, Russia’s 
status as a sports power will likely take a 
lasting hit.

Invasion of Ukraine will undermine 
Russia’s status as a sports power

 COMMENTARY

After weeks of holding the world in sus-
pense, Russian President Vladimir Putin 
unleashed a full-bore invasion of Ukraine, a 
sovereign and peaceful neighboring state. 
The brutal attack came from three direc-
tions: Russia, the Crimean Peninsula and 
Belarus.

Europe is now at war for the first time in 
over 80 years. You can watch it all in real 
time on CNN.

Appearing on Russian television, Putin 
explained his latest rationale for the bloody 
onslaught in Ukraine. Months ago, he told 
us he wanted to protect Russian speakers 
living in the Luhansk and Donetsk regions 
of Ukraine. Now he wants to “denazify” 
Ukraine, which, we can assume, would 
apply to the entire country. This is a man 
who honestly believes that those who sup-
port Ukrainian independence are Nazis of 
one stripe or another.

In a Wall Street Journal commentary last 
week, Holman W. Jenkins, Jr., suggested that 
we should “let Putin know that, to the 
world, he is now Hitler.” Swell idea! How 
does Adolf Putin sound to you, Vladimir 
Vladimirovich?

This time around Adolf Putin has upped 
the ante. He now tells us that Ukraine has 
no right to exist. An independent Ukraine is 
a Soviet invention, he insists, one of the 
original republics within the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics. When the USSR 
collapsed, so did Soviet Ukraine. The 
Ukrainian republic that replaced it is a 
“rogue” state created by Nazis. It begs elim-
ination.

U.S. President Joe Biden, French 
President Emmanuel Macron, British 
Prime Minister Boris Johnson, and many 
other world leaders attempted to dissuade 
Putin from invading Ukraine, all to no avail.

Did President Putin trigger World War 
III by his invasion of Ukraine? If so, he fol-
lows in the footsteps of Joseph Stalin, an 
earlier ruler of Russia, who triggered World 
War II in 1939 by invading Poland together 
with his buddy Adolf Hitler.

As I’ve written before, when it comes to 
predicting world events, we can always 
trust the Russians to be Russians. The 
Russian way embodies three basic princi-
ples: autocracy, orthodoxy and national 
messianism.

Russian messianism began centuries 
ago with the concept of Moscow as the 
third Rome, the center of the Christian 
world. The original Rome fell. Constanti-
nople, the second Rome, fell, leaving only 
Moscow as the final and only Rome. This 
ideal was nurtured by the tsars, the com-
missars who worshipped the Third 
International, and now the president. No 
matter who’s in charge, the Kremlin retains 
its role as savior of the world.

A second characteristic of the Russian 
way is aggression. In his 1963 book, 
“Russian Frontiers: From Muscovy to 
Khrushchev,” U.S. Rep. William G. Bray 
pointed out that, “Russian aggression dur-
ing the last five centuries has devoured 46 
distinct races speaking 61 different lan-
guages.”

Mr. Bray also argued that it is foolish to 

believe that “yielding to Russia’s demands 
in return for her promises to make no more 
demands would buy peace and good will. 
This procedure of buying peace from 
Russia has always failed.” Russia’s appetite 
will forever remain unquenched. Russia’s 
frontiers will always be unsafe and in need 
of adjustment. Here we are in 2022. 
Russia’s border is in danger again, this time 
from an “aggressive” Ukraine.

Early reports are that Ukrainians are 
fighting fiercely against overwhelming 
odds. Nevertheless, by the time this column 
is published, the Russians may have cap-
tured Kyiv.

Ukrainians are now meeting with 
Russian officials just over the border in 
Belarus for discussions. Why? No discus-
sions with Russians have ever been fruitful. 
The Russians will make demands, promises 
as well, lie and cheat. 

Will sanctions stop Adolf Putin? Yes, but 
only if those sanctions are combined with a 
move to push Russia out of the SWIFT 
banking system. That would really hurt. 
Throwing Russia out of the U.N. Security 
Council would also help the cause.

Rumors are that our new Adolf plans to 
kill Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy, a Jew. Imagine that. A Jew lead-
ing the latest “Nazi republic.” I’m shocked. 
Is Volodymyr Zelenskyy a Jew posing as a 
Nazi, or is he really a black-shirted Nazi 
pretending to be a Jew?

One thing I now know for sure. The 
Ukrainian president – who, when asked by 
the United States whether he needed a safe 
way out of Ukraine, said, “I need ammuni-
tion, not a ride” – is a Ukrainian patriot!

Adolf Putin is an unhinged war criminal. 
It’s all good for the Kremlin leader, howev-
er. Like James Cagney in the noir film 
“White Heat,” he can now scream, “look Ma 
(Mother Russia), “I’m on top of the world.”

Today, Russians are expanding into 
Ukraine, a sovereign nation with people 
who have no desire to be Russians or to live 
under Russian rule. Ukrainians have been 
there, done that. Russians ruled over 
Ukraine more than once. Ukrainians know 
how Russians rule.

Russian subjugation of Ukraine has 
always meant one thing: genocide, the slow, 
deliberate obliteration of the Ukrainian 
national identity. Ukrainian language publi-
cations and cultural growth were outlawed 
by the tsars.

Ethno-national development was cur-
tailed by the commissars. Churches were 
shut down and religious practices were 
outlawed. Ukrainians were treated as sec-
ond- or third-class Soviet citizens. 
Resistance to crushing Russian control ulti-
mately led to the Holodomor.

Russians themselves have hardly lived 
any better. Totalitarian or autocratic mas-
ters have been in charge for centuries. 
Vladimir Putin is merely following in the 
tradition of his predecessors: tsars, com-
missars or party secretaries. It’s all the 
same in Russia.

Myron Kuropas’s e-mail address is  
kuropas@comcast.net.

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@
sfgsports.com.

Denazification? Really?

In the eight years since Russia invaded 
the Crimean Peninsula in 2014, the 
Russian ruler has continued his agenda of 
rebuilding the Soviet Union with no signif-
icant change in course during the time 
that economic sanctions have been 

applied. Now, with Russia’s full-scale inva-
sion of Ukraine that began on February 24 
of this year, it will take time for sanctions 
to be felt by the Russian ruler and his 
inner circle. In the meantime, Ukraine con-
tinues to defend itself in a war instigated 
by Russia.

Source: “Is Putin willing to pay the costs?” 
The Ukrainian Weekly, March 9, 2014.

(Continued from page 6)
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of Ukraine, where Russia invaded from occupied Crimea 
and simultaneously attacked five regions. After a week of 
slowly advancing, Russia occupied the first sizeable urban 
area – the vital port city of Kherson, situated at the inter-
section of the Dnipro River and the Black Sea. Russian 
troops were also seen entering Melitopol on March 2 in the 
southern region of Zaporizhia.

As of March 3, Ukraine estimated that some 9,000 
Russian military personnel had been killed or wounded. 
The previous day Russia said it had lost less than 500 sol-
diers with 1,597 wounded, yielding a strange 1-to-7 kill-to-
wounded ratio.

Civilian casualties are mounting due to Russia’s use of 
various short- mid- and long-term rockets and artillery. The 
State Emergency Situations Service of Ukraine said 350 
civilians have been killed and more than 2,000 wounded.

More than 1 million people have fled Ukraine since 
Russia launched the fuller-scale invasion from locations in 
Belarus, Russia and the Russian-occupied parts of the 
Donbas and the Crimean Peninsula, the U.N. Refugee 
Agency said on March 3.

Ukraine’s military reported capturing Russia’s invasion 
plans. Pictures posted by the Armed Forces of Ukraine 
show the invasion was approved on January 18 and it 

envisioned occupying the country in 15 days.
A second round of negotiations between mid-level dele-

gations from Ukraine and Russia were to take place on 
March 3 in Belarus near the Polish border. Kyiv said it did 
not expect a breakthrough as the first meeting ended 
inconclusively.

Kkarkiv, the second largest city in Ukraine located 40 
kilometers from the Russian border, is encircled and has 
faced relentless bombardment and destruction. Donetsk 
region’s second largest city, Mariupol, located along the 
coast of the Azov Sea, is also encircled and faces incessant 
bombardment. Russian shelling also wreaked havoc in civil-
ian areas in Sumy and Chernihiv in the northeast of Ukraine.

Due to the indiscriminate shelling, Ukraine’s Special 
Forces released a statement saying they would not take 
Russian artillerists alive.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelens kyy said that 
Russia will soon learn the word “reparation” for the car-
nage it is unleashing.

“We will restore every house, every street and every 
city,” Mr. Zelenskyy said in his latest video address to the 
nation.

Russia is trying to encircle Kyiv, but it has been stopped 

by Ukrainian forces, which showed video footage of their 
soldiers raising the national flag in Bucha, a satellite city 
northwest of the capital.

Meanwhile, long-range rockets struck locations around 
Kyiv, including the main television tower, and debris from 
an intercepted rocket heading toward the Defense Ministry 
fell at the south end of the capital’s main train station.

Four explosions were heard overnight in Kyiv on March 
2-3, but the Defense Ministry had not reported where they 
occurred, nor did it say what locations were hit. But resi-
dents on social media said the explosions occurred in the 
central Pechersk district.

National Security and Defense Secretary Oleksiy Danilov 
reported that the Donetsk regional town of Horlivka, which 
is in the east of the country and has been occupied for eight 
years, was liberated from occupying Russian forces.

Video posted on social media, along with reports from 
the military, showed that a Russian airborne and ground 
assault on the southern port city of Mykolayiv had been 
repelled. Killed and captured Russian paratroopers and 
destroyed combat armor were shown on social media by 
local residents.

The Black Sea port city Odesa is bracing for a possible 
naval attack. Residents there have spent the week building 
defenses and erecting “hedgehog” steel barricades.

In occupied Kherson, Mayor Ihor Kolykhayev on March 
3 said on social media that “there were armed visitors in 
the city council” who imposed their control over the city.

He said the Ukrainian flag “is allowed to hang over us,” 
but with certain conditions imposed by the Russians, 
among them a curfew from 8 p.m. to 6 a.m. and cars are 
only allowed to drive during daylight. Vehicles can only 
enter the city transporting vital supplies, such as food and 
medicine. Residents can walk alone or in groups of two, but 
they are not allowed to confront Russian forces.

In the west, Ukraine constantly reports “demonstrative” 
military activity at the Ukrainian-Belarusian border, but, so 
far, no Russian or Belarusian ground forces have invaded 
the neighboring Volyn region. Strict curfews have been 
enforced in western cities. A ban on the sale of all alcoholic 
beverages has been imposed in Lviv and schools nation-
wide have suspended instruction. 

Mr. Zelenskyy, in his daily video address, said that 
approximately 16,000 foreigners are on their way to join 
Ukraine’s foreign legion.

(Continued from page 1)

Ukraine continues...

(Continued on page 9)

Damage from indiscriminate Russian bombing is seen 
in a civilian area in downtown Kharkiv, Ukraine.

Public domain

Estimates of Russian military losses in Ukraine as of 
March 3, according to the Armed Forces of Ukraine.

The Kyiv Independent
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He vowed Ukraine would win this war.
“We have survived two world wars, 

three famines, the Holocaust, Babyn Yar, the 
Great Purge, the Chornobyl explosion, the 
occupation of Crimea and the war in the 
east of our state,” he said in the same 
address. “They [Russia] wanted to destroy 
us so many times, but they couldn’t.”

More assistance

Besides foreigners coming to help fight, 
a number of countries and organizations 
continue to provide weapons and financial 
assistance to the war-torn country.

Billions of dollars have been pledged in 
various forms and Ukraine was granted 70 
fighter jets, additional anti-armor and hand-
held air defense rockets in recent days.

Foreign Affairs Minister Dmytro Kuleba 
said Ukraine is “mobilizing an international 
anti-war coalition, which already consists 
of 86 countries and 15 international orga-
nizations.”

He said 19 countries have provided 
lethal weapons, some of them like Germany 
and the European Union have done so for 
the first time. Ten countries “are providing 
macro-economic financing and 22 coun-
tries are providing humanitarian assis-
tance,” Mr. Kuleba added.

Sanctions stifle Russia

More than $1 trillion worth of Russian 
assets have been frozen by sanctions 
imposed by the West and other countries, 
French Finance Minister Bruno Le Maire 
told a local TV channel, as reported by CNN.

Subsequent rounds of sanctions levied 

by the U.S., the EU, Britain, Canada, 
Australia, Japan and even historically neu-
tral Switzerland, have begun to cripple 
Russia, the world’s 12th biggest economy.

Several Russian banks have been cut off 
from the Belgium-based interbank commu-
nication SWIFT system. Russia’s central 
bank is facing difficulty accessing its foreign 
currency reserves and several countries are 
trying to prevent it from obtaining new cur-
rencies and selling current ones to prop up 
its fast-depreciating ruble, which is now 
worth less than one U.S. penny.

The latest round of restrictive measures, 
which also affect Belarus, were announced 
on March 2. The U.S., together with allies 
and partners representing more than half 
of the world’s economy, will “further” iso-
late “Russia from the international financial 
and trade system,” the White House said in 
a statement.

An international task force is being set 
up to go after the luxury assets of Russian 
President Vladimir Putin’s “cronies and 
their families by identifying and freezing” 
them, U.S. President Joe Biden said.

Those assets include yachts, luxury 
apartments, money, “and other ill-gotten 
gains,” he added.

For its part, Kyiv is moving to seize all 
the assets of Russian legal entities in 
Ukraine. A Verkhovna Rada legislative com-
mittee endorsed a bill to “nationalize” those 
assets. The next parliamentary voting ses-
sions are scheduled to take place on March 
15-18, but it’s not clear if members of par-
liament will vote on the measures.

Diplomatic victories

Ukraine succeeded in achieving four vic-
tories in the international arena this past 
week. 

The International Criminal Court in The 
Hague confirmed it will “proceed with 
opening an investigation into the situation 
in Ukraine as rapidly as possible.” That 
investigation will examine whether Russia 
has committed war crimes in Ukraine.

The decision was based on the requests 
of 39 member states. Since Ukraine hasn’t 
ratified the Rome Statute, it couldn’t initiate 
the process.

Meanwhile, the International Court of 
Justice, the main judicial body of the U.N., 
said it would hold public hearings on 
March 7-8 regarding “allegations of geno-
cide under the Convention on Prevention 
and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide.” 

The case will be brought by Ukraine against 
Russia.

The U.N. General Assembly voted over-
whelmingly to approve a resolution, co-
sponsored by more than 90 countries, to 
condemn Russia’s aggression. The resolu-
tion calls for Russia to immediately stop its 
war against Ukraine.

Of the nearly 200 member states, 141 
supported the motion, five voted against – 
Russia, Belarus, Syria, North Korea and 
Eritrea – and 35 abstained, including China 
and India.

And on March 1, the European Parlia-
ment voted to approve Ukraine’s status as 
an EU member candidate country.

(Continued from page 8)
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ugee center in the capital of Moldova, 
which shares a long border with Ukraine. “I 
call for immediate establishment of human-
itarian corridors.”

French Foreign Affairs Minister Jean-
Yves Le Drian warned on France-2 televi-
sion that “I think it is possible that the 
worst is ahead of us” in Ukraine. He said 
France would propose a resolution to the 
U.N. Security Council later on March 3 to 
demand a cease-fire in Ukraine.

But Russia’s veto power made progress 
on such a proposal unlikely.

Russian troops were meanwhile report-
ed to have reached the center of their first 
sizable Ukrainian city since the all-out con-
flict began, but it was unclear who con-
trolled the Black Sea coastal city of Kherson.

Kherson’s mayor, Ihor Kolykhayev, said late 
on March 2 that Russian troops were in the 
streets of that city of nearly 300,000 people 
and had entered the local council building.

He said he had spoken to the “armed vis-
itors” and made no promises, but “I just 
asked them not to shoot people.”

Regional official Hennady Lakhuta was 
quoted as saying “occupiers” were in “all 
parts” of Kherson.

A U.K. intelligence update on Ukraine 
early on March 3 said that while some 
Russian forces had entered Kherson, the 
military situation was unclear.

British intelligence concluded that 
Kharkiv and the cities of Chernihiv and 
Mariupol remained in Ukrainian hands.

But it said Mariupol, a large port city on 
the Azov Sea, appeared to be encircled by 
Russian forces, echoing a Russian Defense 
Ministry claim.

Mariupol’s mayor, Vadym Boichenko, 
said on March 3 that Russian forces were 
attacking rail links to prevent evacuations 
and “systematically and methodically” 
blockade the city.

Mariupol needs a cease-fire in order to 

restore power in the besieged city, the 
mayor said.

A powerful rocket attack was reported 
in Sumy, with multiple casualties, according 
to the head of the regional state administra-
tion of the region, Dmytro Zhivitskiy.

Major blasts were reported overnight in 
Kyiv.

But the U.K. intelligence report echoed 
other sources in saying a huge military col-
umn extending some 40 miles north of the 
capital had made little apparent progress 
over the past three days.

Kyiv Mayor Vitali Klitschko said on 
March 3 that some of the explosions that 
rang out over that city overnight were the 
work of Ukrainian air-defense systems tar-
geting Russian missiles.

He also vowed that heating mains near 
the main railway station damaged the pre-
vious day would be repaired and restored 
on March 3.

“The city authorities continue to ensure 
the operation of Kyiv’s critical infrastruc-
ture,” Mr. Klitschko said.

He urged Kyiv residents to avoid unnec-
essary travel in and around the capital, and 
reminded them of the nighttime curfew.

Mr. Klitschko has warned of “obvious 
plans” by Russian troops to surround the 
capital and that they planned to strangle 
Kyiv with a blockade.

Ukrainian officials lowered expectations 
as they headed to the planned cease-fire 
talks with Russian representatives on March 
3 in the southern Belarusian region of Brest.

Mr. Zelenskyy has said Russian forces 
must stop bombarding Ukrainian cities 
before meaningful cease-fire talks can begin 
on halting the biggest military operation to 
invade a European state since World War II.

The head of the Russian delegation, 
Vladimir Medinsky, said the sides would 
also discuss a possible humanitarian corri-
dor in Ukraine. Similar Russia-Ukraine talks 
on February 28 ended with no progress.

The U.N.’s refugee agency said on March 
3 that 1 million people had fled Ukraine in 
the past seven days to find safety in neigh-

boring countries.
Train stations and border checkpoints 

with Poland, Slovakia, Romania and 
Hungary were jammed with mostly women 
and children.

The United Nations plenum approved a 
nonbinding resolution late on March 2 that 
“deplores” Russia’s “aggression against 
Ukraine.” It was supported by 141 of the 
assembly’s 193 members.

Thirty-five members, including China 
and Russian allies Iran and Cuba, abstained, 
and five countries, including Russia, Syria 
and Belarus, voted against the resolution.

The U.S. State Department also called on 
Russian President Vladimir Putin to “imme-
diately cease this bloodshed” and withdraw 
Russian troops, and condemned blocks and 
threatened blocks on independent news 
outlets and the authorities’ “throttling” of 
social media.

Protests in Russia against the invasion of 
Ukraine have incurred mass arrests, and 
Russian authorities have imposed broad 
bans on the use of words like “war” or 
“invasion” to describe events in Ukraine.

International measures to punish Russia’s 
invasion of its neighbor have also continued, 
including financial bans, sports bans and 
businesses ceasing operations in Russia.

The United States announced new sanc-
tions against Russia and the introduction of 
strict controls on the export of high-tech 
products to Belarus.

The Washington Post reported that U.S. 
President Joe Biden’s administration had 
requested $10 billion from Congress to aid 
Ukraine as U.S. spending talks continue.

Ukrainian Central Bank Governor Kyrylo 
Shevchenko said that international finan-
cial support so far for Ukraine totaled more 
than $15 billion.

Mr. Biden was expected to hold an online 
meeting early on March 3 with the leaders 
of India, Australia and Japan, the so-called 
Quad group of countries. They were expect-
ed to discuss responses to Russia’s invasion 
of Ukraine.

In the European Union, Hungarian Prime 

Minister Viktor Orban reportedly said his 
country would not veto another round of 
EU sanctions against Russia. He said that 
“unity is paramount” at this point, accord-
ing to local outlet Mandiner.hu.

Ukrainian former world heavyweight 
boxing champion Volodymyr Klitschko, 
brother of the Kyiv mayor, praised the 
international sports community for its 
response “standing together” to pressure 
Moscow with bans on Russian organiza-
tions and participation in major events.

“Ban Russian teams from participating. I 
have nothing against the athletes, but they 
are presenting the regime, and, in some 
way, the connection with this war,” Mr. 
Klitschko said.

Later, the International Paralympic 
Committee announced that athletes from 
Russia and Belarus, which allowed Russian 
military staging near the border, will not be 
able to compete at the Winter Paralympics 
in Beijing set to begin on March 4.

Russia’s Defense Ministry on March 2 
gave its first casualty estimates since 
launching the unprovoked invasion. It said 
498 of its soldiers have died since the war 
started last week, while a spokesman 
added on Twitter that another 1,597 
Russian soldiers had been wounded.

The numbers could not be independent-
ly verified and there was no immediate 
comment from Ukraine, which has said 
Russia’s casualty numbers are close to 
6,000.

The Ukrainian military’s General Staff 
said on March 3 that Russia’s casualty num-
bers are around 9,000, another figure that 
is impossible to verify.

(With reporting by Current Time, RFE/
RL’s Russian Service, RFE/RL’s Ukrainian 
Service, Reuters, BBC, CNN and AFP)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-cities-bom-
bardment-continues/31733661.html).

(Continued from page 1)

Zelenskyy...

A map shows the location of attacks against Ukraine by the Russian military and the 
movement of Russian troops its full-scale invasion of Ukraine that began on 

February 24.

OSINTtechnical
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Bulgaria expels two Russian diplomats

Bulgaria’s Foreign Affairs Ministry says 
that it is expelling two Russian diplomats 
for allegedly spying, and has given them 48 
hours to leave the country. Foreign Affairs 
Ministry spokesman Mitko Dimitrov told 
reporters that prosecutors had found evi-
dence of “unauthorized spying activities 
incompatible with their diplomatic status.” 
Foreign Affairs Minister Teodora Genchov-
ska confirmed the move to journalists at 
Bulgarian parliament in the capital. The 
ministry said one of the diplomats was a 
counsellor at Moscow’s embassy in Sofia. It 
did not give any details on the second dip-

lomat being expelled. Russia’s state TASS 
news agency quoted the Russian Embassy 
in Sofia as saying Moscow would respond 
in kind to the expulsions. (RFE/RL’s 
Bulgarian Service)

Abramovich to sell Chelsea soccer team

Russian businessman Roman Abram-
ovich says he has decided to sell English 
Premier League soccer team Chelsea and 
use the proceeds to set up a charitable 
foundation “for the benefit of all victims of 
the war in Ukraine.” Mr. Abramovich said in 
statement published by the team on its 
website that he believes a sale is in the 
overall interest of the team. “In the current 
situation, I have therefore taken the deci-
sion to sell the club, as I believe this is in 
the best interest of the club, the fans, the 

employees, as well as the club’s sponsors 
and partners.” Mr. Abramovich said he 
would not ask for loans he has made to the 
club to be repaid to him and the sale would 
not be fast-tracked. Mr. Abramovich last 
week unexpectedly turned over the “stew-
ardship and care” of the team to its charita-
ble foundation trustees. The Russian bil-
lionaire, who bought the team in 2003, 
announced the move on February 26 after 
a member of the British Parliament called 
for the Russian to hand over the club fol-
lowing Russia’s unprovoked invasion of 
Ukraine. Mr. Abramovich said at the time he 
would still own the club, but control of its 
activities would go to the trustees. Now he 
said he told his aides to set up a charitable 
foundation that would receive all net pro-
ceeds from the sale. “The foundation will be 
for the benefit of all victims of the war in 
Ukraine,” Mr. Abramovich said in the state-
ment. “This includes providing critical 
funds towards the urgent and immediate 
needs of victims, as well as supporting the 
long-term work of recovery,” he said, add-
ing that the decision had been “incredibly 
difficult” and “it pains me to part with the 
club in this manner.” (RFE/RL, with report-
ing by Reuters, AFP and dpa)

EU cuts Russian banks from SWIFT

The European Union has cut seven 
Russian banks from the SWIFT payment 
system and officially banned Kremlin-
controlled media outlets RT and Sputnik 
from broadcasting in the bloc in response 
to Moscow’s unprovoked invasion of 
Ukraine. The measures, adopted on March 
2, were the latest tightening of Western-
coordinated sanctions on Russia for the 
invasion, now in its seventh day. The banks 
named on the list include Bank Otkritie, 
Novikombank, Promsvyazank, Rossia 
Bank, Sovcombank, VEB and VTB. Notably, 
the list does not include Russia’s biggest 

bank, Sberbank, or Gazprombank, in order 
to allow EU countries to pay for Russian 
gas and oil deliveries. “At the speed of light, 
the European Union has adopted three 
waves of heavy sanctions against Russia’s 
financial system, its high-tech industries 
and its  corrupt el ite ,”  European 
Commission President Ursula von der 
Leyen said in a statement. “This is the larg-
est sanctions package in our union’s histo-
ry. Today’s decision to disconnect key 
Russian banks from the SWIFT network 
will send yet another very clear signal to 
Putin and the Kremlin,” she added. The EU 
said the decision, agreed with the United 
States and the United Kingdom, will keep 
the banks from being able to quickly and 
efficiently conduct financial transactions. 
“Today’s decision builds on the wide-rang-
ing and unprecedented packages of mea-
sures the EU has been taking in response 
to Russia’s acts of aggression on Ukraine’s 
territorial integrity. These sanctions will 
have massive and severe consequences for 
Russia,” the EU said. In a separate action, 
the EU also banned broadcasts by RT, for-
merly known as Russia Today, and Sputnik 
as “an important step against Putin’s 
manipulation operation and turning off the 
tap for Russian state-controlled media in 
the EU,” foreign policy chief Josep Borrell 
said. The measure restricts Sputnik and RT 
channels broadcast in Britain, Germany 
and France, and its channels in English and 
Spanish in the European media market 
regardless of their distribution channel. On 
March 1, Google Europe said it was block-
ing YouTube channels associated with RT 
and Sputnik. SWIFT, or the Society for 
Wo r l d  w i d e  I n t e r b a n k  F i n a n c i a l 
Telecommunic ation, is a secure system 
that helps enable cross-border payments, 
allowing international trade flow more 
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Run your advertisement here, 
in The Ukrainian Weekly’s CLASSIFIEDS section.

ROSELLE, NJ
645 W 1st Ave.
Tel.: 908-241-2190
          888-336-4776

CLIFTON, NJ
565 Clifton Ave.
Tel.: 973-916-1543

PHILADELPHIA, PA
1916 Welsh Rd., Unit 3
Tel.: 215-969-4986
          215-728-6040

Туристичні послуги: авіяквитки в Україну та інші країни • Пересилка  
пакунків, автомобілів та контейнерів в Україну та інші країни світу • 
Українські та европейські компакт-диски • Українські сувеніри та хустки

Пачки, автомобілі  
та контейнери  

в УкраїнУ

� e Ukrainian Educational & Cultural Center
seeks an 

Executive Director
to oversee the operations of its facility in the Philadelphia suburb 

and to develop and realize a vision for this respected, 
Greater Philadelphia area, over 40 year old institution.

 � e statement of Requirements and Quali� cations, and 
 Duties and Responsibilities can be found online at 

https://www.ueccphila.org/careers.

It o� ers a competitive salary starting at $70,000 
commensurate with skills and experience.

Interested parties should submit a resume and cover letter 
to UECCdirector@gmail.com.

KULINSKI MEMORIALS
809 SOUTH MAIN STREET • MANVILLE, NJ 08835

• Serving Ukrainian families for over 60 years
• Over 40 granite colors to choose from
• Custom etchings
• House appointments available
• Serving the tri-state area
• 5 minutes from St. Andrew Ukrainian Cemetery  
   in South Bound Brook, NJ

Tel. 800-458-5467  •  908-722-3130  •  Fax 908-253-0027
KulinskiMemorials@msn.com  •  KulinskiMemorials.com

PROFESSIONALS

TO PLACE YOUR AD CALL WALTER HONCHARYk (973) 292-9800 x3040
or e-mail  advertising@ukrweekly.com

SERVICES

FOR SALE

OPPORTUNITIES

Earn Extra incomE!
The Ukrainian Weekly is looking 

for advertising sales agents.
For additional information contact  

Walter Honcharyk, Advertising Manager,  
The Ukrainian Weekly, 973-292-9800, ext 3040.

APARTMENT  FOR  SALE 
in the Ukrainian Village 

in Somerset, NJ. 2 bedrooms, 
2nd � oor, corner unit.
Tel.: 973-586-8918

LAW OFFICES OF  
ZENON B. MASNYJ, ESQ.___________________
In the East Village since 1983

Serious personal injury, real estate 
for personal and business use,  

representation of small and mid-
size businesses, divorce, wills and 

probate (New York matters only).

(By Appointment Only)

140 Second Avenue
New York, NY 10003

212-477-3002
zbmasnyj@verizon.net

If 212-477-3002 landline busy, 
please call 201-247-2413

Михайло Козюпа
Ліцензований Продавець

Страхування Життя
Michael Koziupa
Licensed Life Insurance Agent  

Ukrainian National Assn., Inc.

973-723-4387
mkoziupa@outlook.com

МАРІЯ ДРИЧ
Ліцензований Продавець

Страхування Життя
МАRІA DRICH

Licensed Life Insurance Agent 
  Ukrainian National Assn., Inc.

2200 Route 10, Parsippany, NJ 07054
Tel.: 973-292-9800 ext. 3035
e-mail: mdrich@unainc.org
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smoothly. (RFE/RL, with reporting by 
Rikard Jowzia)

Navalny calls for daily protests

Jailed Russian opposition leader Aleksei 
Navalny has called for daily protests against 
Moscow’s unprovoked invasion of neigh-
boring Ukraine, saying Russia cannot 
become “a nation of frightened silent peo-
ple.” In a long thread of posts on Twitter on 
March 2, the Kremlin critic slammed 
President Vladimir Putin as an “obviously 
insane tsar” for unleashing war on Ukraine, 
while reminding Russians of the Soviet-era 
mantra of “struggle for peace.” “Let’s not 
become a nation of frightened silent people, 
of cowards who pretend not to notice the 
aggressive war unleashed by our obviously 
insane tsar against Ukraine,” Mr. Navalny 
wrote. “Putin is not Russia.” Mr. Navalny, 

Putin’s most vocal critic, was jailed in 2021 
upon his return to Russia from Germany, 
where he was recovering from a near-fatal 
poisoning while traveling in Siberia from 
what Western laboratory tests established 
was a Soviet-style nerve agent. He has 
blamed Putin directly for the attempt on his 
life, a claim the Kremlin has repeatedly 
denied. Sporadic protests have been seen 
across Russia since the invasion began on 
February 24, with police cracking down 
quickly on any dissent. According to OVD-
Info, a nonprofit that monitors police 
arrests nationwide, 6,835 people have been 
detained so far for anti-war actions in 
Russia. “We must, gritting our teeth and 
overcoming fear, come out and demand an 
end to the war. ... Each arrested person 
must be replaced by two newcomers. If – in 
order to stop the war – we have to fill pris-
ons and paddy wagons with ourselves, we 
will fill prisons and paddy wagons with our-
selves,” Mr. Navalny wrote. “Everything has 
a price and now, in the spring of 2022, we 
must pay this price. No one else. Let’s not 

(Continued from page 10)
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On behalf of the NY Ukrainian Sports Club, Inc., 
the Board of Directors of the Ukrainian 

American Soccer Association, Inc., 
and Membership, with great sadness 

we announce the passing of two important 
members of our community,

Peter Dorosz and Stanley Hruszko 
Peter Dorosz was born on November 11, 1943. He was a former 

New York Ukrainians soccer player for YCK (1971/1972) and was an 
active member of the Ukrainian American Soccer Association Inc. 
from 2010-2019. He had a great passion for sports. The East Village 
YCK club was his favorite place to watch all sporting events and spend 
time with friends. He passed away January 12, 2022.

 
Stanley Hruszko was born on November 19, 1944.  He was a former 

New York Ukrainians soccer player for YCK (1975/1976), who was kind 
and liked by all. He enjoyed traveling between the U.S., Belgium, and 
Mexico. Stanley settled down in Lviv, Ukraine, where he married his 
wife Nadia, and raised his family. He passed away on September 9, 
2021 in Lviv.

 
Rest In Peace, Peter and Stanley. You both have joined your good 

friends Andy Mycak,  Mike Czarny, and Ozzie Verbitsky.

Ukraine” (Author’s interviews, February 
24-28). These conclusions are supported 
by the results of a focus group conducted 
by the Telegram-channel “Nezygar,” which 
show that an absolute majority thinks the 
military operation is right, fair and inescap-
able. However, all respondents, regardless 
of their attitude to the war, expressed hope 
for its speedy end (Tgstat.ru, February 27).

Regardless of the clearly pro-Kremlin 
nature of the “Nezygar” channel, the credi-
bility of its evaluation is confirmed by inde-
pendent experts. They all point out that as 
the Russians begin to feel the effect of the 
sanctions and the bloody war rages on, the 
attitude of society toward it will change. As 
Russian political scientist Ilya Grashchen-
kov observes, changes should be expected 
after “the death toll becomes known, and 
information begins to appear that the 
Russian military was not welcomed as lib-
erators but encountered powerful resis-
tance.” The threat of nuclear war could also 
boost anti-war sentiment at home (Tlgrm.
ru, February 28).

At the same time, many economists are 
sure that the new sanctions will affect all 
Russians without exception, and their con-
sequences will be extremely harsh. The 
well-known Russian economist Vladislav 
Inozemtsev contended that the Western 
sanctions adopted on February 25-26 will 
hit critical elements of the Russian econo-
my. According to him, the main damage will 
be caused by the restriction of operations 
with the assets of the Bank of Russia, the 
disconnection of several banks from the 
SWIFT system, and the deprivation of the 
Russian aviation industry of its internation-
al network. In fact, the sanctions prevent 
the Central Bank from accessing its foreign 
exchange reserves, regardless of their cur-
rency. Another severe consequence of the 
sanctions will be the rapid disruption of 

supply chains of goods to Russia (Newizv, 
February 27).

In response to the sanctions, the Central 
Bank raised the key interest rate to 20 per-
cent. According to experts, this puts an end 
to mortgage lending to citizens and greatly 
enhances the negative effect of sanctions, 
leading to a decline in economic activity 
(Business-vector.info, February 28). Pro-
Kremlin channels try to reassure Russians 
that the country still has reserves and that 
Russia’s main sources of income – oil, natu-
ral gas and metals exports – are not under 
sanctions (Tlgrm.ru, February 28). 
Propagandists claim that the West is cor-
rupt and puts material gain above all else, 
and, therefore, the sanctions will not last 
long (YouTube, February 27).

However, it is obvious that, as the war is 
prolonged and the socio-economic situation 
in Russia worsens, these words will have 
diminishing impact. It is no coincidence that 
Russian authorities are already, on the one 
hand, trying to calculate which sections of 
society will be hit hardest by the sanctions 
(Komsomolskaya Pravda, February 27) and, 
on the other hand, are tightening repressive 
legislation. The government is threatening 
to initiate treason charges for any assistance 
to Ukraine (Sever.Realii, February 27) and 
introduce criminal liability of up to 15 years 
in prison “for disinformation about the 
actions of the Russian Armed Forces during 
the military special operation in Ukraine” 
(TASS, February 28).

Thus, a strong anti-war movement 
inside Russia is highly unlikely in the near 
future. Intimidated by repression and pro-
paganda, the Russian majority is generally 
willing to endure hardship for a relatively 
short period of time. However, as the war 
drags on and its consequences are felt, the 
situation will begin to change significantly.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

states in the United States have historically 
provided a disproportionate number of 
senior officers in the U.S. Armed Forces, so 
too people from Ukraine (both ethnic 
Ukrainians and ethnic Russians living there) 
have provided a disproportionate share of 
the officers of the Soviet military and, to 
some extent, the Russian military, to this day. 
In Soviet times, this origin was concealed by 
a policy that allowed officers of Ukrainian 
nationality to change their identification to 
Russian once they reached field grade levels. 
That hid the Ukrainian origin of much of the 
Soviet Union’s most senior commanders.

Ethnic conflicts among draftees have 
long been a regular feature of Russian army 
life (see EDM, December 13, 2010), leading 
Moscow to restrict the intake of draftees 
from non-Russian regions in various peri-
ods (see EDM, November 28, 2012). 
However, demographic change ultimately 
compelled it to change course and even to 
consider forming non-Russian units, like 
the Chechen ones, so as to keep the non-
Russians and ethnic Russians in uniform 
apart (APN, February 19, 2014; Nezavisi-
maya Gazeta, August 22, 2011; Novaya 
Gazeta, October 21, 2016; see EDM, 
October 12, 2016, and May 3, 2018). Such 
fights have an impact on unit cohesion, but 
they need not necessarily (at least by them-
selves) represent a serious command-and-
control or security problem for Moscow.

Nonetheless, Russian military analyst 
Vladimir Belousov raised precisely this 
possibility in a new blog post (Facebook.
com/TerraNipponica, accessed February 
28), reported on by Newizv.ru, before it 
was taken down (Newizv.ru, February 28). 
He noted that in the current war in Ukraine, 
Russian troops are being resisted by 
Ukrainian citizens, “almost 20 percent of 
whom are ethnic Russians,” while calling 
attention to the fact that, today, “the 
Russian army consists not of ethnic 
Russians but of citizens of Russia.” And 
what may surprise many, according to sta-
tistics from 2017, “a majority of the officer 
corps of Russia” and even more of its ser-
geants are “ethnic Ukrainians.”

He argued that the official data he has 
examined shows that, five years ago, 53 
percent of the officers in the Russian Army 
were ethnic Ukrainians, 19 percent were 
other non-Russians and only 28 percent 
were ethnic Russians. Among sergeants, 
this ethnic disproportion is even greater: 
64 percent are members of Caucasus 
nationalities, 17 percent are other non-Rus-
sians and only 19 percent are ethnic 

Russians. If one takes into account the 
number of officers and sergeants who 
come from mixed-nationality families, the 
non-Russian components in these two 
groups is larger still. Mr. Belousov stated 
that the share of Ukrainians in these two 
groups has likely declined slightly over the 
last few years, but the general pattern still 
holds, he contended.

On his Facebook page, Mr. Belousov 
reportedly stressed that these divisions do 
not necessarily suggest a looming collapse 
of the Russian Armed Forces. Overw-
helmingly, its officers and sergeants are 
loyal and obedient, at least under normal 
circumstances. But such divides can be criti-
cal at times of crisis, such as may emerge 
after facing a string of significant defeats. 
This is a factor Moscow must worry about 
now, during the fighting in Ukraine – but so 
must Kyiv, Mr. Belousov wrote, because of 
the share of ethnic Russians in its own mili-
tary force. Yet Kyiv’s problem is likely small-
er because the percentages of such people is 
smaller as well, the analyst concluded.

Meanwhile, Moscow is contending with 
another, apparently compounding, problem 
as its casualties in Ukraine mount. The 
Russian authorities have been extremely 
chary in releasing numbers concerning 
combat losses, clearly hopeful that the 
additional deaths will be overlooked and 
obscured by the massive increase in funer-
als inside the Russian Federation caused by 
the COVID-19 pandemic (Kommersant, 
Finanz.ru, February 21). But now there are 
reports in the West and in Russia that the 
Russian command is cremating Russian 
soldiers who have died in combat, rather 
than returning their bodies to their rela-
tives for honor and burial. Though, a limit-
ed number may come back posthumously 
to be celebrated as heroes (The Telegraph, 
February 23; Region.expert, February 27).

Honoring those who gave the last full 
measure is as important for Russians as it 
is for all other nations. Not honoring them 
– and many Russian families may not have 
much confidence that a box of ashes they 
are being given is, in fact, really the remains 
of their son, father or husband – is highly 
offensive. In most cases of losses in 
Ukraine, Moscow seems to be following its 
practice from 2014 of not even telling rela-
tives and friends where and how these fall-
en soldiers lost their lives (Shlosberg.ru, 
October 28, 2014). That, too, could prove 
more divisive in Russian society than even 
the ethnic divides within its military.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)

Majority...
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Potential...
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‘be against the war.’ Let’s fight against the 
war,” he said. (RFE/RL’s Russian Service)

EU approves further sanctions

The European Union has approved new 
sanctions on Belarus for assisting Russia in 
its unprovoked invasion of Ukraine. France, 
the current holder of the EU’s rotating 
presidency, said in a statement on March 2 

that the sanctions are aimed at those indi-
viduals in Belarus who are playing a role in 
aiding the attacks on Ukraine, as well as 
“some economic sectors, and in particular 
timber, steel and potassium.” The 27-nation 
bloc has already imposed a series of wide-
ranging measures against Belarus over 
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human rights abuses stemming from a 
brutal crackdown by the regime of authori-
tarian ruler Alyaksandr Lukashenka 
against dissent after a disputed presiden-
tial election in August 2020. Mr. 
Lukashenka claimed victory, and a sixth 
consecutive term in office, after the vote, 
while the opposition says the process was 
rigged and that its candidate, Svyatlana 
Tsikhanous kaya, won the balloting. (RFE/
RL’s Belarusian Service)

Klitschko vows to fight

Kyiv Mayor Vitali Klitschko says Russian 
troops have surrounded the Ukrainian cap-
ital and plan to strangle it through a block-
ade as Moscow’s attack on Ukrainian 
towns and cities continues. Mr. Klitschko 
told Current Time on March 2 that 
Ukrainian troops continue to disrupt such 
attempts by the Russian troops and have 
been finding sabotage groups operating in 
Kyiv. “I can say that there are obvious plans 
by Russians [to surround the capital to 
take it in a blockade],” Mr. Klitschko, a for-
mer world heavyweight boxing champion, 
said. “At this moment, our guys are return-
ing a proper response to them. Even the 
groups that reach Kyiv’s outskirts are being 
kicked several kilometers back,” he said, 
adding that “we will do everything we can” 
to break any blockade. Mr. Klitschko said 
that the situation in Kyiv is “tense, but com-
paratively calm,” emphasizing that despite 
intensive shelling of the city by Russian 
troops, the communication sector is work-
ing properly in the Ukrainian capital. He 
added that a television tower bombed by 
the Russians on March 1 was again work-
ing. “A huge number of people, civilians, are 
taking part in defending the city. ... We have 
our partners, our will, our beloved land, 
which we are not going to give up,” Mr. 
Klitschko said. (RFE/RL’s Current Time)

(Continued from page 11)
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from undermining the impact of our sanc-
tions, we are paralyzing its international 
reserve assets,” Mr. Trudeau said at his 
February 28 news conference.

Deputy Prime Minister Chrystia 
Freeland, a Ukrainian Canadian who also 
serves as finance minister, told reporters at 
that gathering that the Bank of Canada will 
not be allowed to conduct any transactions 
with Russia’s Central Bank.

“The West’s economic sanctions, I 
warned, would be swift, coordinated, sus-
tained and crushing. They are,” she said. 

“They will continue to be. Dictators, very 
much including the Kremlin’s tyrant, often 
fail to understand democracies. We can 
seem to them to be weak and divided com-
pared to the servile conformity that they 
impose on their societies at the barrel of a 
gun, but our very openness to debate and 
dispute means that, once we are agreed on 
a course of action, we are strong and we 
are united,” Ms. Freeland said.

When asked whether Russia’s invasion 
of Ukraine constitutes a war crime, the 
prime minister instead spoke about what 
the Russian ruler thought he could accom-
plish by invading Ukraine.

“We have seen over the past couple of 
days that Putin made a grave miscalcula-
tion. He thought it would be easy to con-
quer Ukraine, to take over its capital city. 
He thought the West would be divided and 
uncertain in its response and thought he 
had accounted for any of the sanctions we 
would bring forward,” Mr. Trudeau said. 

“He was terribly wrong on both counts,” 
the prime minister said. “The West and 
indeed countries around the world are 
united in standing up for Ukraine, not just 
for Ukraine but for the principles of democ-
racy and the rule of law that have led to tre-
mendous prosperity and stability in our 
world over the past 75 years.”

“Further, the courage, the resilience of 
the people of Ukraine in standing up to 
defend their homeland, has inspired us all, 
but has surprised Putin,” Mr. Trudeau said.

On February 27, Canada joined the 
27-country EU in closing its airspace to 
Russian aircraft.

Canada’s House of Commons also held a 
special debate on Russia’s war against 
Ukraine, which lasted for several hours and 
went into the night of February 28.

While Mr. Trudeau’s liberal government 
has processed nearly 4,000 immigration 
applications by Ukrainians, opposition 
Members of Parliament pressed the prime 
minister to also lift visa requirements for 
Ukrainians seeking asylum in Canada.

Canada’s Official Opposition Conservat-
ives also urged the government to promote 
Canadian oil and gas as an alternative to 
Russian energy in Europe.

Meanwhile, across Canada thousands of 
people participated in marches and dem-
onstrations in support of Ukraine, including 
one on February 26-27 in Toronto and 
another one on February 27 in front of the 
Russian embassy in Ottawa.

And, on February 28, the Canadian 
Bankers Association announced that its 
member financial institutions have donated 
a combined $931,000 to support humani-
tarian aid efforts in Ukraine.

(Continued from page 3)
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Ukrainian tennis player flees to France

by Ihor N. Stelmach

As of March 1, Ukraine was still planning to participate 
in the Beijing 2022 Paralympic Winter Games despite the 
mammoth challenge of getting the Ukrainian team to 
Beijing in light of Russia’s full-scale war against Ukraine. 
Preliminary reports were that Ukraine was fielding a team 
of 20 athletes plus support staff and the teams was hoping 
to compete in two sports, presumably biathlon and skiing. 
In 2018 in Pyeongchang, South Korea, Ukraine was repre-
sented by 22 athletes and 9 assistants for athletes with 
visual impairments. Ukraine competed in three of the six 
Paralympic sports: biathlon, skiing and snowboarding.

Unlike Ukraine’s lack of medals from the regular Winter 
Olympic Games, Ukraine’s Paralympic teams have enjoyed 
great success. Last month in Beijing, Ukraine won one 

medal, the same result achieved four years prior in 
Pyeongchang, South Korea. In 2014, Ukraine won two 
medals in Sochi, Russia, and none in Vancouver, Canada, in 
2010. The Paralympic squad finished sixth out of 49 
nations with 22 medals in 2018, 4th out of 45 countries in 
2014 winning 25 medals, and fourth out of 44 in 2010 with 
19 medals. Ukrainian winter Paralympians are among the 
best in the world as evidenced by their gold medal victo-
ries: seven in 2018, five in 2014 and five in 2010.

It seems to be an extremely safe bet that the 2022 
Ukrainian Paralympic team will maintain its winning tradi-
tion in spite of the extenuating circumstances of the war 
with Russia. Ukraine continues to train and develop out-
standing athletes in biathlon and cross-country skiing, sev-
eral of whom excel in both sports. As part of our Ukrainian 
Paralympics preview, here is a sneak-peek at a couple of 
veteran Ukrainian Paralympians hoping to continue their 
medal-winning ways in Beijing.

Ihor Reptyukh

Born on June 18, 1994, in Chernihiv, Ukraine, 27-year-old 
Ihor Reptyukh is participating in his third consecutive 
Paralympics, having won four medals in his Paralympics 
career, including a gold medal in the 20 km freestanding ski-
ing event in Pyeongchang, South Korea, in 2018. He debuted 
at the 2014 Games in Sochi, Russia, where he won a silver 
medal in the 4x2.5 km open relay. He has won two 
Paralympic medals in biathlon: a silver in the 12.5 km 
standing in 2018 and bronze in the 7.5 km standing in 2018.

Early in his career, Reptyukh tried athletics and swim-
ming before switching to Para-nordic skiing. When inter-
viewed by Paralympic.org’s WorldPara Nordic Skiing in 
January 2017, Reptyukh noted his three favorite things 
about skiing: 1) it provides a great opportunity to travel – 
to see things never seen before and visit places never visit-

ed; 2) it provides a thrill of winning – standing on the 
medal podium as a winner makes one appreciate the effort 
in training and it reinforces that those long hours were not 
wasted; 3) and it involves constant improvement, as ath-
letes must take time to work on skills which will make it 
easier for them to perform well when it really counts.

Oksana Shyshkova

The 30-year-old (born June 10, 1991), Kharkiv native is 
a visually impaired cross-country skier and biathlete. 
Beijing will be her fourth Winter Paralympics. Shyshkova 
has won a total of nine medals at the Paralympics, five in 
Pyeongchang, South Korea, in 2018 and four in Sochi, 
Russia, in 2014. Six of her medals were in biathlon and 
three in cross-country skiing. She has won two gold medals 

by Ihor N. Stelmach

Dayana Yastremska gave her father one last hug with 
tears flowing down her cheeks. It was time to let go and 
board the small boat waiting to whisk her and her 15-year-
old sister away from home. Her father had driven them 
from their home in Odesa, Ukraine, some 150 miles south 
to Izmail, Ukraine, a small city in the Danube Delta. During 
their early morning drive on February 25 one day after 
Russia invaded Ukraine, she saw smoke, burned down 
buildings and the beginnings of the devastation caused by 
war.

The family parted ways at the harbor by the boat that 
would take the two sisters and their suitcases to Romania. 
They would need to take care of themselves, build a new 
life and not worry about their parents in Ukraine. The sis-
ters rolled their suitcases to the boat, waved frantically at 
their parents and at their homeland they were forced to 
leave. It seemed like a movie. Only a few days prior, 
Yastremska was worrying about tennis practice during a 
family dinner. On this day, she was not sure if she would 
ever see her parents again and if she would have a home-
land to return to.

Yastremska finds herself safe in Lyon, France, where she 
plans on competing in the Lyon Open that was to have 
started on February 28. Currently ranked number 120th 
on the WTA Tour, she peaked at number 21 in January 
2020, and has won three WTA titles in her young career.

The 21-year-old did not want to draw attention to her-
self, but realized it was important for the world to recog-
nize the impact of Russia’s war against Ukraine. She posted 
about her journey on Instagram and was immediately 
bombarded with messages from fellow tennis players and 
the general public offering assistance and support.

Rumblings in Odesa

Yastremska was abruptly wakened from her sleep in the 
pre-dawn hours on February 24. The sound of bombs 
echoing across the city caused immediate fear and a need 
to find out what was happening. The Russians had begun 
their military attack on Ukraine, invading from all direc-
tions, and their hometown of Odesa was under threat. This 
port city shares borders with Moldova to the west, 
Romania to the south and the Black Sea to the east.

The family took off for the parking garage, leaving their 
belongings in their apartment. Their instructions were to 
locate an underground area and hide. There they remained 

for several hours, huddling together for comfort. Yastremska 
received messages of panic from friends all over Ukraine, 
some of whom were congregating in underground subway 
stations, others scrambling into nearby parking garages. 
Terribly loud explosions were heard near and far, the close 
ones seemingly a building or two away. One missile or one 
bomb could effectively remove them from the living.

Hours later, when things had somewhat calmed down, 
the family returned to their apartment to check the news. 
The television predicted the situation in Odesa would get 
much worse. It was then that their father reasoned it was 
necessary to relocate his daughters. Upon hearing the 
Moldovan borders were closed and learning that 
Ukrainians were escaping by boat to Romania, the decision 
was finalized. Dad would drive his girls to the border and 
put them on a boat.

Yastremska had earned a wild card to play in Lyon, and 
could fly herself and her sister to France if they could man-
age a way out of Ukraine, since commercial air travel in and 
out of Ukraine had been halted. The family returned to the 
parking garage to wait out until the pre-dawn hours, 
believing this was the safest time to drive.

This is how Yastremska found herself, her sister and 
their suitcases on a boat heading to Romania.

Living in Lyon

At 2:30 p.m. France time on February 26, Yastremska 
was in her hotel room, a bit groggy and disheveled from a 
lack of sleep. Ukrainian forces were staging a resistance to 
the continuing Russian invasion, which was advancing on 
several major Ukrainian cities.

On a Zoom video call with ESPN, Yastremska said, “I am 
so scared. We don’t need to kill each other like this.”

In a scant few hours of time, Yastremska had become a 
refugee from her native land and a guardian for her young-
er sister. She now not only was dealing with her own per-
sonal trauma, but she also needed to be strong for her little 
sister.

After reaching the Romanian border, the sisters had to 
wait in line until they were put into a car heading for 
Bucharest, the capital of Romania. There they rested in a 
hotel for several hours along with their two cousins who 
had made the boat trip with them. The cousins chose to go 
to Hungary where they could stay at their maternal grand-
mother’s home. Yastremska and her sister boarded a plane 
to France, where they were greeted by the tournament 
director of the 2022 Lyon Open.

Yastremska remains in constant communication with 
her parents, who, according to her, are safe and still seek-
ing refuge in their parking garage. Driving back to Odesa, 
her father relayed witnessing lots of activity on the roads 
with Ukrainian soldiers everywhere trying to defend their 
country.

It had been many days since she thought about playing 
her sport, but she was two days away from walking onto 
the tennis court as a proud Ukrainian, ready to give it her 
best at serving and volleying in Lyon.

After that?
“I have no idea,” she said in her Zoom video call with 

ESPN on February 26. “Let’s see what happens to Ukraine, 
to my city. I have my sister to think about, her safety,” she 
said, her voice trailing off.

Now reasonably far away and safe, her mind kept wan-
dering back to bombs and missiles being launched into her 
city and country by Russians. The mere thought made her 
shudder and react involuntarily, as if she was feeling the 
rumblings of the assault.

“I am scared for my parents, my friends and everybody 
in my country,” Yastremska said. “For you to understand 
what a missile strike is like, you need to feel it. But I wish 
(nobody) has to ever feel this [pain].”

Oksana Masters from the 2014 Sochi Winter Olympics, 
where she won silver and bronze medals in Nordic ski-

ing.

Liudmyla Liashenko won a bronze medal in women’s 
6-kilometer standing Para-biathlon at the 2018 
Pyeongchang Olympic Games in Pyeongchang, South 

Korea.

Yakudza via Wikipedia

Dayana Yastremska pictured during Wimbledon in 
2018.

Si.Robi via Wikipedia

Ukraine at the 2022 Paralympics: A preview

(Continued on page 14)
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Ukrainian athletes react to invasion
by Ihor N. Stelmach

The reactions ranged in scope from join-
ing the military to fight for their country, to 
an angry post on social media, to a remark 
on actually returning home in the midst of 
the invasion, to dressing down, to solemn, 
heartfelt words of prayer for a peaceful out-
come to what is now a full-scale war in 
Europe. Voicing and demonstrating their 
concerns over Russia’s invasion of Ukraine 
were a pair of retired Ukrainian heavy-
weight champion boxers, two current 
Ukrainian champion boxers, a trio of 
Ukrainian basketball players, three 
Ukrainian soccer players and a quartet of 
Ukrainian tennis stars.

The mayor of Kyiv, ex-heavyweight box-
ing champion Vitali Klitschko, only needed 
five words to express his reaction to the 
Soviet aggression against his country and 
capital city: “I don’t have another choice,” 
he said, but to take up arms against the 
Russian invaders.

Along with brother Wladimir Klitschko, 
the two are poised to fight for their country 
with the same passion that they demon-
strated in the boxing ring. Both brothers 
enlisted in the Ukrainian army reserve, 
with Wladimir enlisting three weeks before 
Russia’s actual invasion. Wladimir followed 
up on his brother’s announcement with a 
tweet on February 24, as reported by 
CBSSports.com.

“The world is watching how reckless and 
deadly imperialism is, not just for #Ukraine, 
but [for] the whole world,” Wladimir wrote. 
“Let history be a lesson not to be repeated.”

Meanwhile, two active professional box-
ers are trying to navigate this world-alter-
ing event while they prepare for career-
defining bouts. Vasyl Lomachenko is sup-
posedly close to inking a deal to fight uni-
fied lightweight champion George 
Kambosos, Jr. In the wake of the Russian 
invasion, Sports Illustrated reported that 
Lomachenko left Ukraine for Greece where 
he was temporarily “seeking refuge at a 
local monastery.”

Lomachenko posted an Instagram mes-
sage accompanied by art showing hands 

painted in the colors of the Russian and 
Ukrainian flags and a dove stating: “Prayer 
for the peace of the whole world and the 
enlightenment of the peoples of the earth.”

Days later Lomachenko joined the 
Ukraine defense battalion, per a February 
27 ESPN report. The 34-year-old decided to 
return home to Ukraine, but his flight was 
diverted to Bucharest, Romania, before he 
managed to make his way back to Odesa, 
Ukraine. Lomachenko joins brothers Vitali 
and Wladimir Klitschko in the military 
reserves, ready, willing and able to defend 
their homeland against the Russian enemy.

WBA, WBO and IBF heavyweight cham-
pion Oleksandr Usyk took the opposite 
approach from that of Lomachenko, decid-
ing to return home to Ukraine from the 
United Kingdom after the invasion began. 
The invasion has created uncertainty 
regarding Usyk’s potential rematch with 
Anthony Joshua in May or June.

“I’m home,” Usyk said in a video posted 
to Instagram. “Friends, we have to unite 
because it’s a hard time right now and I’m 
really emotional and worry about my coun-
try, and our people.”

Reactions on the pitch

Manchester City’s Ukrainian football star 
Oleksandr Zinchenko was most blunt and 
direct in his Instagram story, posting a 
photo of Russian President Vladimir Putin.

“I hope you die the most painful, suffer-
ing death, creature,” Zinchenko wrote in the 
caption to his photo.

The post was subsequently deleted, with 
Zinchenko claiming that Instagram took 
down his post in an act of apparent censor-
ship.

According to a February 22 story in 
Great Britain’s Daily Mail, the 25-year-old 
Zinchenko said “he can’t stand back” while 
“the whole civilized world is concerned 
about my country.”

He took to social media two days later 
referencing Ukraine as the country where 
he was born and raised, “a country whose 
colors I defend in the international sports 
arena. A country that we try to glorify and 
develop. A country whose borders must 

remain inviolable. My country belongs to 
Ukrainians and no one will ever be able to 
appropriate it. We will not give up! Glory to 
Ukraine,” Zinchenko said.

His wife, journalist Vlada Shcheglovam, 
posted a photo of a pro-Ukrainian rally in 
London held on February 23.

Ukrainian soccer superstar Andriy 
Shevchenko also posted on Instagram after 
Russia’s move on Ukraine.

“Ukraine – My Homeland! I was always 
proud of my country and my people. We 
have persevered through many difficult 
times, and in the past 30 years we have 
become an independent nation! A nation of 
honest, hard-working and freedom-loving 
citizens! This is our greatest achievement! 
Today is a most critical time for all of us. 
But we must stand united! United we will 
be victorious. Glory to Ukraine!” Shevchen-
ko wrote.

On September 23, Ukraine’s internation-
al footballer Roman Yaremchuk scored the 
equalizing goal for Portuguese club Benfica 
in a Champions League game. He then 
removed his jersey to display his nation’s 
coat of arms amid Russian escalation in his 
homeland.

His gesture during the 2-2 draw with 
Ajax in the round of 16 match captured the 
attention of fans. With Benfica trailing by a 
goal, the 26-year-old striker was able to 
kick in a rebound in the 72nd minute to tie 
the game. He celebrated his goal in a most 
unique manner. The goal scorer was wear-
ing the trident of Ukraine (white trident on 
a black body t-shirt) under his team jersey. 
Yaremchuk was brought on as a substitute 
in the 62nd minute and scored his goal 10 
minutes later.

Hoopsters create some hype

Less than 24 hours after Russia’s launch-
ing of a full-scale invasion of Ukraine, 
University of Maryland men’s basketball 
player Pavlo Dziuba expressed his solidari-
ty for his native land during a February 24 
game against Indiana. Dziuba, a transfer 
from Arizona State University who is from 
Kyiv had a message written in marker on 
his basketball shoes.

The messages read: “PRAY FOR 
UKRAINE” and “NO WAR, PEACE.” The sec-
ond message included a heart.

“Pavlo is our brother,” interim coach 
Danny Manning told the gathered media 
after the 74-64 loss to the Hoosiers. “We 
love him and we care for him. We’re gonna 
support him. His family is in a tough situa-
tion like so many other people all over 
Ukraine. All we can do is send our love, 
prayers and thoughts to his family and all 
the other people that are over there.”

Another University of Maryland 
Terrapin expressed his support for Ukraine 
in its battle with Russia. Sacramento Kings 
center Alex Len, a former Maryland star 
and a native of Antratsit, Ukraine, con-
demned the Russian invasion of his home-
land in a joint statement with Toronto 
Raptors swingman Sviatoslav Mykhailiuk 
that was released on February 24.

“A great tragedy befell our dear home-
land Ukraine,” the two said, according to 
the Baltimore Sun. “We categorically con-
demn the war. Ukraine is a peaceful, sover-
eign state inhabited by people who want to 
decide their own destiny. We pray for our 
family, friends, relatives and all the people 
who are in the territory of Ukraine. We 
hope for an end to this terrible war as soon 
as possible. Dear fellow Ukrainians, hold 
on! Our strength is in unity. We are with 
you!”

Tennis stars serve up support

Former Ukrainian tennis player Sergiy 
Stakhovsky has signed up for his country’s 
military reserves, and he is prepared to 
take up arms and fight against Russia. He 
has no military training, but he could not sit 
idly by and watch his countrymen fight for 
their freedom. The 36-year-old retired 
from tennis in January 2022 after not quali-
fying for the Australian Open. In a tweet on 
February 24, Stakhovsky made his position 
known.

“I would like to encourage all of my 
friends around the world to put pressure 
on your governments, persuade them to 

(10 km visually impaired biathlon and 4x2.5 
km mixed relay), two silvers (6 km visually 
impaired biathlon and 15 km free cross-
country skiing) and five bronze medals (6 
km visually impaired, 10 km and 12.5 km in 
biathlon, 1 km sprint classic visually 
impaired and 1.5 km sprint in cross-country 
skiing). Her sight guide is Lada Nesterenko.

In a February 2019 interview with 
World ParaNordic Skiing, Shyshkova spoke 
about her ongoing quest for self-improve-
ment. She was one of Ukraine’s stars at the 
Pyeongchang Games in 2018 with her five 
medals. The highlights were her two gold 
medal victories in biathlon, including the 
mixed relay with teammates Liudmyla 
Liashenko, Yuliia Batenkova-Baumann and 
Yuriy Uktin.

She and her guide, Vitaliy Kazakov, look 
to make more progress in both biathlon 
and cross-country skiing. Shyshkova con-
tinues to train hard, trying to improve her 
technique, and she is not satisfied with her 
performance four years ago in South Korea. 
She also recovered from some health issues 
she suffered after the 2018 Paralympics, 
and has spent time battling vision loss.

Shyshkova admitted she is not a big fan 
of winter or cold weather, which is unusual 
for a Nordic athlete. However, her love of 
and dedication to the sport allow her to 

overcome her lack of enthusiasm for the 
weather.

“Once I tried it, I couldn’t stop doing this 
sport. … I really like this sport because here 
you can open something new for yourself 
and every day, every time you have so many 
details you can improve and discover. It’s a 
really hard sport, but it’s my sport and I 
really like it,” she said.

One to watch: Liashenko

According to Paralympic.org, one athlete 
to keep an eye on in Para-biathlon is 
Ukrainian Liudmyla Liashenko, one of the 
top names in the sport for several years. 
Most recently, Liashenko won a gold, silver 
and bronze in biathlon at the Lillehammer 
2021 World Para Snow Sports Champion-
ships in Lillehammer, France. The 28-year-
old has great ambitions heading into the 
2022 Paralympics where she hopes to 
improve on her performance in Pyeong-
chang, South Korea. In 2018, Liashenko took 
two biathlon bronze medals and a gold and 
bronze in cross-country skiing.

Masters aiming to master Beijing

Beijing 2022 will be the sixth Paralym-
pics for Ukrainian Oksana Masters. They 
portend to be somewhat special since she 
considers them a second chance. It was her 
goal to participate in the 2008 Summer 
Games in Beijing, but she failed to qualify. 
Fourteen years ago, she was still a novice in 
rowing and her coach at the time consid-

ered her too small for any future in Para 
sports. This proved to be a strong motiva-
tor for the young lady to prove herself in 
both summer and winter Paralympics. 
Today, Masters is a 10-time Paralympic 
medalist in multiple sports.

Masters’ sports journey, like most of her 
life, is full of peaks and valleys. Winning 
two gold medals in cycling at Tokyo 2020 
was a most recent high because of what she 
overcame some four months prior. About 
100 days before the Tokyo Paralympics, she 
found out she needed surgery to remove a 
tumor in her leg.

For a young lady who has experienced 
many surgeries in her life, this one stood 
out because her athletic career was on the 
line. Since sport had become her entire life, 
this would be a battle. One option with the 
tumor was to amputate a portion of her leg. 
This was averted when doctors performed 
a bone graft and removed some lymph 
nodes. Masters made a quick recovery and 
ended up on the top podium in Tokyo. Her 
goal in Beijing is to top the podium in Para 
Nordic skiing.

Masters is one of those rare athletes who 
compete in both summer and winter 
Paralympics. Even rarer, she will be com-
peting in both games just six months apart 
due to the pandemic. Her advantage: the 
six-month turnaround from Tokyo to 
Beijing is easier than recovering from the 
surgery to remove the tumor. Her home 
gym allows her to train any time, any day.

The home gym is nothing fancy – she 
describes it as a bare bones room with 
weights and a small shooting range where 
she can practice hitting targets for biathlon. 
She trains with her boyfriend, Aaron Pike, 
who is a Para Nordic skier for Team U.S.A. 
The two push each other and Masters is 
working on her shooting accuracy.

In Beijing, Masters hopes to compete in 
six individual events in cross-country ski-
ing and biathlon, plus the relay. Her favorite 
event is the 15 km cross-country race. She 
has her sights set on the gold medal, having 
won silver and bronze in the event at past 
Paralympics. This is a serious endurance 
test on sit skis, using both ski poles and all 
possible energy in arms and core to power 
through the snow.

The 15 km race is long and Masters 
allows herself to “zone out and take her 
head out of her body, … [to] go on autopilot.”

She lets her mind wander during the 
long race, and she focuses on key moments 
in her life. She reflects back on surviving life 
in an orphanage, being adopted and having 
her legs amputated above the knees. She 
also reflects on her good memories, includ-
ing thoughts about her mother on the final 
lap of every race. Thinking about her new 
life as a survivor and accomplished Para 
athlete always gives her a second wind and 
usually results in a victorious finish.

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@
sfgsports.com.

(Continued from page 13)
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Through Art exhibit, “The Fiber Effect,” with works by Stanely
March 27 Bulbach, Volodymyra Hankevych, Jaroslava Lialia Kuchma
New York and Yaroslava Tkachuk, Ukrainian Institute of America, 
 212-288-8660 or mail@ukrainianinstitute.org

March 9 Presentation by Volodymyr Dibrova, “Do We Need Another
New York Book on Taras Shevchenko?” Harvard Ukrainian Research
 Institute, Columbia University,
 https://harriman.columbia.edu/event/do-we-need-
 another-book-on-taras-shevchenko/

March 11 Fundraising concert for Ukraine, “With Ukraine,” 
Toronto featuring Ukrainian and Eastern European performers, 
 The Opera House, www.eventbrite.ca

March 12 2022 KLK Ski Races and Winter Weekend, in memory
Hunter, NY of George Popel, Carpathian Ski Club, Hunter Mountain, 
 www.klkusa.com or hadzewycz@optonline.net

March 19 Taras Shevchenko commemoration St. Andrew Religious
North Port, FL and Cultural Center, drdanvira@yahoo.com

March 20 Taras Shevchenko celebration, Ukrainian Educational
Jenkintown, PA  and Cultural Center, www.ueccphila.org

March 20, 26 In-person family workshop, “Pysanky: 
New York Ukrainian Easter Eggs,”The Ukrainian Museum, 
 www.ukrainianmuseum.org or 212-228-0110

March 24-27 Art exhibit at an international art fair, featuring
Palm Beach, FL works by Ola Rondiak, John William Gallery, Art Miami,
 www.johnwilliamgallery.com

March 26-June 4 Embroidery instructional course, with Lubow Wolynetz,
New York The Ukrainian Museum, www.ukrainianmuseum.org or
 212-228-0110

March 27,  In-person Ukrainian Pysanka workshop, with instruction
April 3, April 10 by Lesia Lebed and Tania Snihur, The Ukrainian Museum,
New York www.ukrainianmuseum.org or 212-228-0110

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

the truth – will result in media outlets 
being blocked and fined. And Russia’s 
Prosecutor’s Office said that any Russian 
who assists a foreign country, foreign orga-
nization or international organization dur-
ing its so-called “operation” may be impris-
oned for up to 20 years.

These are the human rights abuses this 
council was created to stop. If we cannot 
come together now, when will we come 
together?

We must send a resolute and united 
message that President Putin should 
unconditionally stop this unprovoked 
attack, as the secretary general and the 
high commissioner have done, and imme-
diately withdraw Russian forces from 
Ukraine.

We must condemn, firmly and unequivo-
cally, Russia’s attempt to topple a demo-
cratically-elected government, and its gross 
human rights abuses and violations of 
international humanitarian law. And we 
must take steps to hold the perpetrators 
accountable. This council’s decision to hold 
an urgent debate on the crisis in Ukraine is 
an important step toward ensuring docu-
mentation and accountability, and I thank 
the many members who supported it.

We must underscore Russia’s obligation, 
even in its unlawful invasion, to respect 
international humanitarian law, including 
as it relates to the protection of civilians in 
the conflict.

Council members should stop using lan-
guage implying that all sides bear equal 
responsibility for the unprovoked attack of 
one side. This isn’t evenhanded – it’s wrong 
– and fails to place accountability where it 
belongs. The same goes for members who 
argue, falsely, that denouncing human 
rights abuses is “politicizing” the situation. 
It is failing to speak up about human rights 
abuses that politicizes the situation.

We must reject Russia’s attempts to 
falsely justify this attack as a defense of 
human rights – misappropriating terms 
that we reserve for the worst atrocities and 
disrespecting every victim of those crimes.

Finally, we must press the Kremlin to 
respect the human rights of all Russians – 
including the right of citizens to peacefully 
express dissent and journalists to report 
the news – and provide information to the 
families of Russian soldiers, who deserve to 
know the fate of loved ones killed in 
President Putin’s war of choice.

One can reasonably ask whether a U.N. 
member state that tries to take over anoth-
er U.N. member state – while committing 
horrific human rights abuses and causing 
massive humanitarian suffering – should 
be allowed to remain on this council.

Even as we focus on the crisis in Ukraine, 
it is far from the only part of the world 
where the council’s attention is needed.

In Belarus, the Lukashenka regime is 
brutally repressing civil society and the 
country’s pro-democracy movement, using 
transnational repression to silence its crit-
ics abroad, and enabling Russia’s invasion. 

In recent days, Belarusian authorities have 
detained hundreds of people demonstrat-
ing peacefully against Russia’s attack.

In each of these places, we must not only 
denounce abuses, but work to stop them 
and hold perpetrators accountable.

Yet at a moment when the world needs 
both moral clarity and unity from this 
council, some governments are arguing 
that sovereignty gives countries the right to 
do whatever they want within their bor-
ders. It’s no coincidence that many of the 
governments making this argument are 
systematically abusing human rights – and 
have been eerily silent in the face of 
Russia’s flagrant assault on Ukraine’s sover-
eignty.

The Universal Declaration begins with 
the word “universal” because nations 
decided there are certain rights that every 
person, everywhere, is entitled to enjoy. 
Members of this Council have a special 
responsibility to strengthen – not weaken – 
those rights.

One way to do that is by welcoming 
scrutiny of our own records. In September, 
the United States issued a formal, standing 
invitation to all U.N. experts who report 
and advise on thematic human rights 
issues. We urge every Council member to 
take this step.

We know that we have work to do to 
advance human rights at home. Every 
member does. What matters is that we all 
hold ourselves to the same standards, and 
work to address our shortcomings, as we 
are doing.

Here’s what else you can expect from the 
United States on this council.

First, we’re committed to working with 
other countries, including those we don’t 
always agree with, to advance human 
rights, as members have seen in their 
engagements with our permanent repre-
sentative to the U.N. in Geneva, Ambassador 
Sheba Crocker, and our new ambassador to 
the Human Rights Council, Michele Taylor.

Second, we’ve heard repeatedly that the 
United States has often focused more on 
strengthening civil and political rights than 
we have on strengthening economic, social 
and cultural rights. People around the 
world are looking to us to do both – and we 
hear that call.

In recent days, people on every conti-
nent have come out to demonstrate against 
Russia’s invasion – and for the rights of 
Ukrainians. They get that if we allow the 
rules of the international order to be fla-
grantly trampled anywhere, we weaken 
them everywhere. As an Estonian student 
protester put it, “If Ukraine is not a country 
… then [President Putin] can say Estonia is 
not a country either.”

We stand for these rules not in opposi-
tion to any government. But rather because 
we see our shared interest in striving for a 
world where all people, of all nations, enjoy 
human rights and peace and security. And 
because history has shown us the darkness 
and suffering that comes when these rules 
are abandoned.

People in Ukraine and around the world 
are looking to us to stand up and stand 
together. We must not let them down.

(Continued from page 3)

Blinken...

He praised the rapid mobilization of 
funds for U.N. humanitarian operations in 
Ukraine and neighboring countries cur-
rently accepting hundreds of thousands of 
refugees.

 “People in Ukraine desperately need 
peace,” the statement read. “People around 
the world demand it.”

The World Federation of Ukrainian 
Women’s Organizations, which has had 
since 1991 associate status with the U.N. as 

a non-governmental organization. It has 
closely followed the recent debates in the 
U.N. Security Council and the General 
Assembly, as well as at the Human Rights 
Council in Geneva, and is deeply grateful for 
the steadfast support shown Ukraine from 
representatives of the international commu-
nity as Ukraine defends itself against 
Russia’s unprovoked and premeditated war.  

Irene Jarosewich is the main representa-
tive of the World Federation of Ukrainian 
Women’s Organizations to the United 
N a t i o n s ’  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  G l o b a l 
Communications.

(Continued from page 5)

U.N. General...

support Ukraine with all means necessary 
to kick all of the Russian diplomats and oli-
garchs out of their countries. If Ukraine will 
fall, Europe is next,” Stakhovsky said.

Another former tennis player, Alexandr 
Dolgopolov, who retired in 2021, requested 
that everyone pray for Ukraine.

“Please keep Ukraine in your thoughts 
and prayers,” Dolgopolov wrote in a tweet 
on February 24. “My hometown Kyiv and 
the whole of Ukraine is under attack right 
now. The bombings have started at night!”

Elina Svitolina seemed speechless at the 
news of the invasion, tweeting a crying 
emoji. A few hours earlier she had 
appealed to all Ukrainians to unite for the 
sake of the country.

“I am proud to be Ukrainian,” Svitolina 
said in a second tweet on February 24. “Let 

us unite in these most difficult times for 
peace and the future of our country. Glory 
to Ukraine.”

The same day, tennis player Marta 
Kostyuk took to Instagram to voice her 
opposition to the Russian invasion. Kostyuk 
said unequivocally that Ukraine is and will 
never be a part of Russia. To reinforce her 
point, she provided six strong bullet points.

“Ukraine has its own history. Ukraine 
has its own culture. Ukraine has its own 
language. Ukraine has its own nation. 
Ukraine has its own territory. Ukraine is a 
sovereign country,” she wrote.

Two days later, Kostyuk posted the fol-
lowing thought on social media, according 
to ESPN.

“If Russia stops fighting, there will be no 
war. If Ukraine stops fighting, there will be 
no Ukraine,” she wrote.

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@
sfgsports.com.

(Continued from page 14)

Ukrainian...

Are you a supporter of our Publication Endowment Fund?

In May 2014, the Ukrainian National Association established the Publication 

Endowment Fund, thus taking a step toward ensuring the continuing good work and 

service to the community at large of its two most important fraternal benefits: The 

Ukrainian Weekly and Svoboda.
To contribute to the endowment and secure these newspapers’ future, donors 

should make checks payable to the Ukrainian National Foundation, the UNA’s chari-

table arm, with the notation in the memo line: FBO (that’s short for “for the benefit 

of”) Publication Endowment Fund. Checks should be mailed to the UNA Home Office 

at 2200 Route 10, Parsippany, NJ 07054.

Thank you for your anticipated support!
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