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l  Binghamton community hosts “Stand with Ukraine” events – page 11
l  Plast’s Newark branch creates and sends medical kits to Ukraine – page 11
l  Young Ukrainian golfer trapped in war zone – page 19
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by Bohdan Sereda

LVIV – Throughout the launch of 
Russia’s full-scale war on Ukraine on 
February 24, the country’s western regions 
were largely considered to be relatively 
safe. Until March 13, the region had seen 
only one previous missile strike, and it 
occurred outside of the city center.

But the overarching feeling of safety 
here was shaken when Russian forces 
launched missiles at a military base located 
20 miles from the city center and some 15 
miles from Ukraine’s border with Poland, 

which is a member of the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization (NATO).

Five days later, on March 18, Russian 
missiles hit an aircraft repair plant, accord-
ing to Lviv Mayor Andriy Sadovyi.

Lviv, a city located close to the Polish 
and NATO border and in the far west of 
Ukraine, has become a hub for internally 
displaced Ukrainians who have fled their 
homes in the east of the country for the 
relatively safety that has largely been 
found here.

Russian missiles strike Lviv region with some 
landing just 15 miles from NATO border

Explosions shake city’s feeling of relative safety Quarter of Ukraine’s 
population displaced  
due to war, UN says

(Continued on page 16)

by Mark Raczkiewycz

CHICAGO – Russia’s renewed invasion of 
Ukraine is grinding to a halt as of March 24 
with not much new territory being taken in 
the past two weeks. The Ukrainian military 
is now describing the multi-pronged inva-
sion as three separate wars – in the north, 
east and south.

Russia is losing in its strategic objective 
to rapidly overtake Ukraine, a country the 
size of Texas. It is now bogged down in 
most areas and regrouping what remaining 
forces and materiel it has left since striking 
from multiple directions on February 24.

As the revived, unprovoked war is enter-
ing its second month, Kyiv says Russia is still 
trying to take over the administrative 
boundaries of the easternmost regions of 
Luhansk and Donetsk that Moscow initially 
invaded in 2014. Russian forces have made 
it as far as Izyum in easternmost Kharkiv 
Oblast and they control one-half of the city, 
which was the military headquarters at the 
start of the Russo-Ukrainian war eight years 
ago when Kyiv started to liberate occupied 
cities like Kramatorsk and Slovyansk.

In that regard, the regional capital of 
Kharkiv, Ukraine’s second largest city, as 

well as Sumy and Chernihiv are mostly sur-
rounded and are constantly pounded by 
Russian artillery and bombs. However, no 
serious gains by the Russian military have 
been reported independently or by Kyiv 
authorities.

In the south, Russia is brutally attempt-
ing to establish a land bridge to occupied 
Crimea by relentlessly bombarding the 
strategic Azov Sea coastal city of Mariupol.

Azov Battalion sources told The 

Ukraine says Russian military regrouping to focus  
on Kyiv assault as invasion enters second month

(Continued on page 17)

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelens
kyy in Kyiv on March 23.

Office of the President of UkraineThe International Center for Peacekeeping and Security located in the Lviv region of 
Ukraine was attacked by the Russian military on March 13.

Twitter.com/BackAndAlive

Mykolaiv’s defiant citizens and leadership confident they will repel Russian forces
by Askold Krushelnycky

MYKOLAIV, Ukraine – Every day and 
hour that passes in which Ukrainians hold 
out against the Russian invasion of their 
country, more pressure is applied on 
Western leaders to provide additional mili-
tary aid to Ukraine.

Moreover, with each atrocity committed 
by the Russian military – such as the 
destruction of a maternity hospital in 
Mariupol, Ukraine – Western leaders have 
grown more vocal in their condemnation of 
the Kremlin and Russian President 
Vladimir Putin.

The pressure on Western leaders has 
not yet compelled them to use their own 
forces directly against Moscow, but calls 
also have not dissipated on the West to pro-
vide fighter jets to Ukraine so that the 
country’s pilots can protect their skies 
from Russian attacks or strike Russian 
armored columns stuck on the ground.

Additional concerns for Ukraine have 
emerged over the course of the war. For 

example, the Chornobyl nuclear power 
plant, which was captured by Russians sev-
eral weeks ago, has been cut off from elec-
tricity supplies needed to keep the reactor, 
which initially exploded in 1986, cool to 
prevent a meltdown. The station’s own 
emergency generators apparently have fuel 
for only a few days.

U.S. intelligence has been mostly accu-
rate on Russian plans in Ukraine, including 
catching false-flag operations before they 
were implemented in the country. For 
example, Moscow’s allegedly planned to 
stage attacks against civilians, perhaps 
even its own citizens, which the Kremlin 
would have then tried to pin on Ukraine as 
a pretext for ratcheting up violence against 
the country.

Washington has repeatedly warned 
Ukraine and the public that Putin had given 
the go-ahead to use chemical and biological 
weapons in these false-flag operations.   

If such an attack actually occurs, it 
Pictured on March 11 in Mykolaiv (from left to right) were Col. Roman Kostenko, 

Mykolaiv Governor Vitaliy Kim and Gen. Dmytro Marchenko.

Askold Krushelnycky

(Continued on page 9)
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Borrell accuses Moscow of stalling

Josep Borrell, the European Union’s top 
diplomat, says Russia is stalling in talks on 
a cease-fire in Ukraine and won’t take the 
discussions seriously until it has reached 
its goals with its unprovoked invasion. In 
an interview with Spain’s TVE broadcast on 
March 24, Mr. Borrell said Russian 
President Vladimir Putin has his eyes on 
surrounding the Black Sea coast to the bor-
der with Moldova in order to isolate 
Ukraine from the water. “Right now, Russia 
doesn’t want to sit and negotiate anything. 
What it wants is to occupy the ground,” Mr. 
Borrell said. “It wants to negotiate in ear-
nest only when it has secured a position of 
strength.” Russia launched its invasion of 
Ukraine on February 24. While it has 
moved on fronts mainly in the north and 
east, the fiercest battles so far have been 
over the port city of Mariupol, with 
Ukrainian forces putting up stiff resistance. 
Taking control of the city of some 400,000 
would give Russia a land link between 
Crimea – which Moscow seized in 2014 – 
and territory controlled by Kremlin-backed 
separatists in eastern Ukraine. Residents of 
Mariupol, tens of thousands of whom have 
yet to escape the besieged city, have been 
trapped for weeks with dwindling basic 
supplies, such as water, food and fuel. At 
least 2,300 people have died, some buried 
in mass graves, authorities have said. (RFE/
RL)

Britain to send 6,000 missiles to Ukraine

British Prime Minister Boris Johnson 
said late on March 23 that his country 
would send 6,000 more missiles and about 
$33 million in financial aid to Ukraine’s mil-
itary, which is battling against a brutal inva-
sion by Russian forces. The missiles will 
consist of anti-tank and high-explosive 
weapons, Mr. Johnson said on the eve of a 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) 
and G-7 summit in Brussels. “The United 
Kingdom will work with our allies to step 
up military and economic support to 
Ukraine, strengthening their defenses as 
they turn the tide in this fight,” he said in a 
statement. “We cannot and will not stand 
by while Russia grinds Ukraine’s towns and 
cities into dust,” Mr. Johnson said. 

According to his office, Mr. Johnson will 
press Western allies at the Brussels sum-
mits to “step up a gear” in their responses 
to Moscow’s actions. He will urge the deliv-
ery of “enhanced defensive support to 
Ukraine and doubling down on economic 
sanctions,” according to his office. The 
announcement comes as Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy urged citi-
zens around the world to take to the streets 
to protest Russia’s invasion of his country. 
“Come with Ukrainian symbols to support 
Ukraine, to support freedom, to support 
life,” Mr. Zelenskyy said in a video address 
in English. “Come to your squares, to your 
streets, make yourselves visible and heard.” 
(RFE/RL, based on reporting by AFP and 
AP)

Russia to expel U.S. diplomats

The Kremlin says it is expelling a num-
ber of U.S. diplomats in reaction to 
Washington’s move earlier this month to 
expel 12 Russian representatives to the 
United Nations based in the United States. 
“On March 23, a note with the list of the 
American diplomats declared ‘persona non 
grata’ was handed to [a senior diplomat] 
who was summoned to the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs,” the ministry said in a state-
ment, without disclosing the number of 
people hit by the order. On February 28, 
Washington ordered 12 members of 
Russia’s diplomatic mission to the United 
Nations to leave the United States, accusing 
them of being “intelligence operatives” 
engaged in espionage. A spokeswoman for 
the U.S. mission to the U.N. said the diplo-
mats ordered to leave had “abused their 
privileges of residency in the United States 
by engaging in espionage activities that are 
adverse to our national security.” The mis-
sion said the expulsions had been “in devel-
opment for several months” and were in 
accordance with the United States’ agree-
ment with the United Nations as host of the 
U.N. The diplomatic moves come as ten-
sions are high and the United States and its 
allies consider additional sanctions against 
Russia over its war on Ukraine. (RFE/RL, 
based on reporting by Reuters, AP and 
AFP)

(Continued on page 15)

 NEWS ANALYSIS

by Vladimir Socor
Eurasia Daily Monitor

Russian-Ukrainian “peace” negotiations 
have been in permanent session since 
March 14 by video conference, with a sense 
of urgency and in secrecy. Multiple, special-
ized working groups and consultative 
groups meet online on a daily basis, with 
plenary sessions scheduled to be held on 
Mondays from March 21 onward. On March 
21, the 26th day of Russia’s invasion into 
Ukraine’s interior, Kyiv’s delegates have 
allowed a fleeting glimpse into this process 
by way of expectations management in 
Ukraine (see below).

Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy had asked Moscow directly for a 
ceasefire and negotiations as early as 
February 25, the war’s second day 
(President.gov.ua, February 25). Russian 
President Vladimir Putin refused a cease-
fire unless and until Ukrainian forces lay 
down arms, but he consented to start nego-
tiations with Mr. Zelenskyy’s representa-
tives immediately (TASS, February 25). 
Three preliminary rounds were held face-
to-face before moving into a permanent 
online session. Kyiv finds itself compelled 
to negotiate unconditionally: without a 
ceasefire and a pullback of Russian forces 
from newly occupied Ukrainian territories 
(see Eurasia Daily Monitor, March 17).

Russia’s own political objectives have 
pre-determined the agenda of these negoti-
ations. This is an inescapable consequence 

of Russia’s holding the military initiative 
with superior firepower, destroying 
Ukraine’s infrastructure and economy with 
every passing day of the war, and seizing 
additional Ukrainian territories. It is also a 
consequence of Ukraine’s Western part-
ners’ too-little-and-too-late deliveries of 
military equipment to Ukraine’s embattled 
military. President Zelenskyy’s statements 
and those of his presidential aides empha-
size almost on a daily basis that Kyiv is in a 
hurry to make “peace” with Russia.

Kyiv officials refer to these negotiations 
with Russia as a “dialogue.” According to 
the Ukrainian delegation’s main public face, 
Mykhailo Podoliak, “political advisers from 
various countries are working as consul-
tants alongside the main [Ukrainian] dele-
gation to this dialogue.” Further, according 
to Mr. Podoliak, specialized consultative 
groups on legal affairs and on Ukrainian 
domestic politics are assisting the 
Ukrainian delegation. The consultants on 
domestic politics “are analyzing to what 
extent Ukrainian society would accept the 
outcome [of these negotiations].” The 
Russian and Ukrainian sides have agreed 
not to disclose the specifics of the frame-
work document they are now working out 
(Ukrinform, March 21).

President Zelenskyy confirms, in sepa-
rate remarks, Mr. Podoliak’s admission that 
the eventual outcome would need to be 
“sold” to Ukrainian society. Interviewed by 

by Pavel K. Baev
Eurasia Daily Monitor

One striking feature of Russia’s fast-
evolving war against Ukraine is the highly 
uneven dynamics of escalation in its differ-
ent domains. The economic pressure on 
Russia has reached the level of extra-high 
intensity and keeps growing daily, for 
instance, as Halliburton and Schlumberger, 
two major oilfields servicing companies, 
announced the closure of their business 
activities over the weekend (Kommersant, 
March 19). In contrast, the cyber-domain, 
where disruptive attacks and counter-
attacks were expected, has remained 
remarkably quiet. Cultural ties have been 
severed and Russia is expelled from most 
international sports, but a diplomatic com-
promise has been reached in the Vienna 
talks on reconfiguring the nuclear deal with 
Iran, which can be finalized this week 
(Rosbalt, March 16). Perhaps the most 
apparent discord has emerged between the 
deadlock in key military battlefields and 
the sequence of defeats for Russia’s policy, 
of which this war is supposed to be a con-
tinuation.

Russian strategic plans for directing and 
executing major operations are being con-
stantly revised. Each new design is flawed 
in a different way, so President Vladimir 
Putin’s persistent claims that the “special 
operation goes according to plan” become 
nonsensical (Moskovsky Komsomolets, 
March 16). The fiasco of the original 
Blitzkrieg plan was followed by the failure 
to execute forceful breakthrough simulta-
neously toward Kyiv, Odesa and Kharkiv, 
and then by the inability to lay siege on 

Kyiv, the obvious center of gravity in the ill-
planned war (Zerkalo Nedeli, March 14; 
Eurasia Daily Monitor, March 17). Logistical 
problems exemplified by the 40-mile-long 
convoy are now aggravated by elementary 
lack of supplies and trucks and other short-
comings, like the breakdowns of the most 
basic command-control-communication 
systems (Svoboda.org, March 18). Russian 
top brass is trying to advertise the high-
tech capabilities, particularly the hyperson-
ic air-launched Kinzhal missile, but there is 
no way to present the indiscriminate artil-
lery barrages as precision strikes against 
the stubbornly defiant Mariupol (Izvestia, 
March 19; Meduza, March 16).

This combination of exposed inefficien-
cy and growing brutality of the Russian 
military machine energizes the Western 
political offensive, which delivers heavy 
blows to Moscow’s international positions 
every day. One humiliating slap last week 
was the unanimously adopted United 
States Senate resolution defining Putin as a 
war criminal, and when President Joseph 
Biden elaborated on this definition, the 
Kremlin could only complain that such 
rhetoric was unacceptable (Nezavisimaya 
Gazeta, March 17). President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy’s address to the U.S. Congress 
signified another serious defeat for Russia, 
and Putin can hardly fail to see that the 
destruction of his own reputation goes in 
parallel with the rise of Ukraine’s leader to 
the ranks of world statesman (The Insider, 
March 15). What matters for Russian diplo-
matic defenses the most is ensuring maxi-
mum possible support from China, even if 

Russia smashing Ukraine into pax Russica

Stalled military offensive and unfolding  
political defeat for Russia in Ukraine
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Zelenskyy asks NATO for more support as Western leaders hold summits on Russia’s war on Ukraine
RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service

President Volodymyr Zelenskyy has urged 
NATO to provide Ukraine with unrestricted 
military aid as Western leaders, including 
U.S. President Joe Biden, kicked off a series 
of extraordinary summits in Brussels to 
map out the next steps in efforts to stop 
Russia’s unprovoked invasion of Ukraine.

“To save people and our cities, Ukraine 
needs military assistance without restric-
tions in the same way that Russia is using 
its full arsenal without restrictions against 
us,” Mr. Zelenskyy told NATO leaders via 
video link as fierce fighting continues in the 
besieged city of Mariupol and other flash 
points across the country.

“The alliance can still prevent the deaths 
of Ukrainians from Russian strikes, from 
Russian occupation, by giving us all the 
weapons we need,” Mr. Zelenskyy added in 
the video address.

While Mr. Zelenskyy suggested the alli-
ance could supply Ukraine with equipment, 
such as anti-missile weapons, tanks and even 
jets, his speech was possibly more notewor-
thy for what he didn’t ask for: the enforce-
ment of a no-fly zone to negate Russia’s air 
superiority and membership in NATO.

Previously, the Ukrainian leader had 
made several impassioned pleas for NATO 
to create and enforce a no-fly zone over the 
country, a request that has been roundly 
rejected because the United States and 
other allies say it will escalate the conflict 
by bringing NATO forces in direct engage-
ment with Russia’s military.

Instead, Mr. Zelenskyy said his request 
for weapons and other military equipment 
from NATO members would give Ukraine 
“just like you, 100 percent security.”

“I am sure you already understand that 
Russia does not intend to stop in Ukraine. 
… She wants to go further against the east-
ern members of NATO, the Baltic states, 
Poland – that’s for sure,” he said.

Mr. Zelenskyy added that NATO had yet 
to show what it can do to save people, “to 
show that this is indeed the most powerful 
defense alliance in the world.”

Mr. Biden, who took part in a European 
Union summit as well as a gathering of the 
Group of Seven (G-7) industrialized states, 
used the occasion to slap sanctions on 
more than 400 Russian politicians, oli-
garchs and companies over Moscow’s 
unprovoked invasion of Ukraine.

The U.S. Treasury said in a statement 
that the expanded list of those sanctioned 
includes dozens of Russian defense compa-
nies, 328 members of the Russian State 
Duma and the head of Russia’s largest 
financial institution, Sberbank.

Sberbank CEO German Gref has been a 
close confidante of Russian President 
Vladimir Putin since the 1990s.

Britain also announced that it was adding 
59 Russian individuals and entities to its 
sanctions list, effectively freezing their 
assets and restricting the people on the list 
from coming to the country. Companies now 
on the list include Gazprombank, Alfa Bank 
and the state-run shipping firm Sovcomflot.

Lithuanian President Gitanas Nauseda 
said European Union countries need to 
strengthen their sanctions against Russia 
and prepare themselves to end their reli-
ance on Russian fossil fuels.

“This is the best time to start to reduce 
the reliance on energy resources from 
Russia. This is the best day to punish this 
country for this terrible military aggres-
sion,” Mr. Nauseda said after arriving for 
the EU summit.

In a separate video message late on 
March 23, Mr. Zelenskyy called on the 
world’s democracies to unite in the face of 
Russia’s “crude and cruel” force, accusing 
the invaders of atrocities against civilians 
and warning the West that freedom must 

take precedence over economic interests.
“At these three summits, we will see who 

is a friend, who is a partner and who 
betrayed us for money. Life can be defend-
ed only when united,” he said.

Russian ground forces slowed or 
stopped in their tracks by Western-armed 
Ukrainian troops are resorting to indis-
criminately shelling military and civilian 
targets alike from a distance.

Mr. Zelenskyy told the G-7 summit that 
the threat of full-scale use by Russia of 
chemical weapons in Ukraine is “real,” and 
accused Russia of having already used 
phosphorus bombs against civilians.

Speaking ahead of the alliance summit, 
NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg 
said Putin made a “big mistake” with his 
unprovoked invasion of Ukraine.

Mr. Stoltenberg also said any use of chem-
ical weapons would “fundamentally change” 
the nature of the conflict between Russia 
and Ukraine, as it would be a “blatant” viola-
tion of international law that will have 
“widespread and severe consequences.”

He said leaders at the meeting were 
expected to discuss “the need for a reset of 
our deterrence and defense in the longer 
term.”

NATO has already said it will double the 
number of deployments it has in Europe by 
adding four more. The new installments 
will be located in Romania, Hungary, 
Slovakia and Bulgaria.

Josep Borrell, the European Union’s top 
diplomat, said on March 24 that Russia was 
stalling in talks on a cease-fire in Ukraine 
and won’t take the discussions seriously 
until it has reached its goals.

A senior U.S. defense official said on 
March 23 that Moscow’s ground forces 
appeared to be setting up defensive posi-
tions 15-20 kilometers outside Kyiv, as they 
had made little to no progress toward the 
city center.

The official, who spoke on the condition 
of anonymity, said that, in some areas east 
of Kyiv, Ukrainian troops appear to have 
pushed the Russians farther away.

The official added that there is activity 
from Russian ships in the Sea of Azov, 
where the besieged strategic port of 
Mariupol is located.

The Ukrainian Navy said on March 24 
that it had struck a Russian naval transport 
vessel docked in the Sea of Azov near 
Mariupol.

“The Orsk large landing ship of the Black 
Sea Fleet of the occupiers has been 
destroyed in the port of Berdyansk cap-
tured by Russia,” the Ukrainian Navy wrote 
on social media.

Plumes of black smoke could be seen 

coming out of a large gray vessel docked 
next to big cranes in amateur footage of 
what the Ukrainian Navy said was the 
strike on the ship.

There was no immediate response to the 
claim from the Russian Defense Ministry 
and the strikes could not be independently 
confirmed.

In an interview with Spain’s TVE broad-
cast on March 24, Mr. Borrell said Putin has 
his eyes on surrounding the Black Sea coast 
to the border with Moldova in order to iso-
late Ukraine from the water.

“Right now, Russia doesn’t want to sit 
and negotiate anything. What it wants is to 
occupy the ground,” Mr. Borrell said. “It 
wants to negotiate in earnest only when it 
has secured a position of strength.”

Mr. Biden gave a news conference after 
the March 24 meetings, then headed to 
Poland for talks with leaders in that coun-
try, which has taken on the bulk of 
Ukrainian refugees fleeing the fighting.

The month of pitched battles across 
Ukraine have pushed almost 4 million civil-
ians out of the country and left tens of 
thousands stranded in cities without utili-

ties and dwindling foods supplies, creating 
what the Red Cross has called “apocalyptic” 
conditions.

The U.N. General Assembly on March 24 
overwhelmingly demanded aid access and 
civilian protection in Ukraine and criticized 
Russia for creating a “dire” humanitarian 
situation.

The resolution, drafted by Ukraine and 
allies, received 140 votes in favor and five 
against – from Russia, Syria, North Korea, 
Eritrea and Belarus – and 38 abstentions.

Despite the sanctions and diplomatic 
pressure being exerted on Moscow, the Red 
Cross said the situation was becoming dire 
in some parts of Ukraine.

Mariupol, which had a population of 
400,000 before the war, has been reduced 
to rubble, with thousands of civilians dead 
and many more seeking a route out of the 
city to safety.

International Committee of the Red Cross 
President Peter Maurer was in Moscow on 
March 24. Mr. Maurer said he and Russian 
Foreign Affairs Minister Sergei Lavrov had 
discussed the need to protect civilians dur-
ing Moscow’s operations in Ukraine.

“We certainly also discussed the interna-
tional humanitarian law and provisions of 
the Geneva Convention in regard to con-
duct of hostilities ... that civilians must be 
protected,” Mr. Maurer said at a joint press 
conference with Lavrov.

Moscow has not provided an update to 
casualty figures since early in the invasion, 
when it said on March 2 that 498 soldiers 
had been killed. However, a NATO official 
told AP that the Russian death toll was like-
ly to be between 7,000-14,000, although 
numbers on both sides are impossible to 
independently confirm.

Ukraine’s General Staff of the Armed 
Forces said in a tweet on March 23 that 
more than 15,000 Russian soldiers had 
died in the fighting.

(With reporting by AP, AFP and Reuters)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-russia-
invasion-mariupol-zelenskiy-nato-sum-
mit/31768033.html).

A map shows the state of the Russian military’s advance in Ukraine as of March 23.

Institute for the Study of War

RFE/RL

U.S. President Joe Biden says President 
Vladimir Putin miscalculated Western 
resolve before launching Russia’s unpro-
voked invasion of Ukraine and didn’t think 
Western countries would remain unified in 
their use of sanctions and support for arm-
ing Ukrainian forces.

Mr. Biden told reporters at a news con-
ference in Brussels that Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine had built greater unity within the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), 
the European Union and the Group of 
Seven (G-7) economies.

“NATO has never, never been more unit-
ed than it is today. Putin is getting exactly 
the opposite of what he intended to have as 
a consequence of going into Ukraine,” Mr. 
Biden said after a meeting with NATO lead-
ers.

Putin “didn’t think we could sustain this 
cohesion,” Mr. Biden said.

NATO countries and other allies have 
imposed harsh sanctions against Russia, 
crippling the ruble and the Russian econo-
my. So far, however, the European Union 
has not gone as far as the United States and 

banned oil and natural gas from Russia.
Mr. Biden also said NATO would respond 

if Russia used chemical weapons in Ukraine 
and that he thought Russia should be 
removed from the Group of 20 (G-20) 
major economies.

Mr. Biden said the nature of NATO’s 
response to any use of chemical weapons 
“would depend on the nature of the use.”

Mr. Biden said the topic of Russia’s mem-
bership in the G-20 was raised during his 
meetings with world leaders in Brussels.

“My answer is, yes, depends on the 
G-20,” Mr. Biden said when asked if Russia 
should be removed from the group.

Mr. Biden also said that, if countries such 
as Indonesia and others do not agree with 
removing Russia from the G-20, then, in his 
view, Ukraine should be allowed to attend 
the meetings.

(With reporting by Reuters, AP and AFP)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/biden-putin-west-
ern-cohesion/31769120.html).

Biden says Putin didn’t expect 
‘cohesion’ among Western allies
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Ukrainian civil society organizations help the Ukrainian army fight Russia
by Maria Kucherenko
Eurasia Daily Monitor

Despite warnings by American and 
British intelligence services that Russia was 
planning a full-scale attack on Ukraine, 
most Ukrainian people did not believe that 
Russian President Vladimir Putin would 
undertake a full-scale invasion. They were 
convinced an attack would mean a strategic 
loss for Moscow, which is now evident to 
the entire world a month into the war 
(Pravda.com.ua, February 22). When the 
war began, many organizations found 
themselves unprepared to support the mili-
tary operations that unfolded.

Civil society organizations in Ukraine 
have been assisting civilians in the occu-
pied territories in Donbas since 2014. But 
their efforts were limited to legal and logis-
tical consultations because crossings 
through the demarcation line did not work 
for a long time, as they were blocked by the 
Russia-controlled occupation administra-
tions. Other organizations were supporting 
veteran communities. Non-profits specifi-
cally involved in helping the army had 
mainly adapted to the configuration of the 
war after the hot years of 2014-2015.

But they changed their strategy and tac-
tics very quickly as soon as Russia attacked 
Ukraine on February 24, becoming effective 
suppliers of essential gear to Ukraine’s 
army and territorial defense. The over-
whelming support of Ukrainians for their 
army helped reorganize the activities of 

such organizations rapidly and effectively. 
The Ukrainian people massively donated 
funds to the military, collecting astonishing 
amounts through organizations such as the 
Come Back Alive Foundation for assisting 
the army (Disclosure: the author is an ana-
lyst for Come Back Alive), through an 
account opened at the National Bank of 
Ukraine in support of the Armed Forces of 
Ukraine, and many charitable initiatives to 
help the army (Radio Svoboda, March 12; 
Interfax, March 11). On the first day of the 
bank account opening, Ukrainians sent 
almost 300 million hryvnias (over $10 mil-
lion) (Bank.gov.ua, February 25). By mid-
March, the Come Back Alive Foundation 
was able to transfer high-tech equipment 
and personal protective gear to Ukraine’s 
defenders for more than a billion hryvnias 
(over $33 million) (Facebook.com/backan-
dalive, March 14).

This support is essential not only from a 
material point of view: it is also a catalyst 
for national mobilization. It enables com-
munication between the civilian population 
and the army, conveying support for its 
fight. This support proves that the war is 
truly the people’s war for Ukrainians. It also 
shows that Russia may strike Ukrainian cit-
ies and villages but will be unable to hold 
them because, contrary to Russian propa-
ganda, the civilian population will only 
assist the Ukrainian forces and not the 
Russian occupiers.

However, civil society organizations still 
face difficulties because Ukrainian authori-

ties could not arrange for urgent deliveries 
of necessary dual-use goods from abroad, at 
least not as fast as the situation required. 
Passing customs control takes time and 
bureaucracy still significantly slows down 
the processing of supplies (Hromadske.ua, 
March 14). The challenges for those who 
plan logistics to obtain and redistribute 
dual-use goods remain unprecedented: in 
addition to transport to get them across the 
border, it is necessary to deliver these goods 
to points across the country to their direct 
recipients – Ukrainian military personnel.

A big challenge for the army assistance 
organizations was prioritizing their tasks 
and determining each specific organiza-
tion’s area of   responsibility to be more 
effective. Thus, in the first days of the war, 
an important task was to learn how to 
decline part of the requests that would not 
correspond with the organization’s mission 
– because, in a war, everything seems 
urgent. The division of responsibilities 
between different organizations and effec-
tive redirection of donors between them is 
one of the most significant components of 
the work to help the army today. And this 
work is primarily about awareness, effec-
tive communication and redirecting donors 
to the groups that can provide the request-
ed assistance. For example, at Come Back 
Alive this is done through hotlines where 
the donor is directly brought to the organi-
zation that deals with the required assis-
tance. The people volunteering for those 
organizations are indispensable in ensuring 
the aid reaches the army units that need it.

Protection from the sky remains the 
most urgent task: Ukrainian fighters need 

unmanned aerial vehicles (UAV) and other 
equipment that allow the air-defense forces 
to see the enemy in advance and quickly 
become aware of their plans. The means of 
communication are also of great impor-
tance. They should be a priority when 
deciding how to allocate funds, what sup-
plies to focus on and which units to help 
first. The emphasis on aerial defense 
remains the main one. And this is precisely 
what Ukraine is discussing with its Western 
partners, both in the context of establishing 
no-fly zones and in the context of addition-
al arms supplies (24tv.ua, March 16). 
Without this, humanitarian assistance for 
the civilian population and protective 
equipment supplies for the military will not 
reach the intended recipients. After all, the 
humanitarian situation of the civilian popu-
lation can be effectively alleviated only if 
security is achieved and protected zones 
created, at least temporarily. Personal pro-
tective equipment will not save many peo-
ple if the strikes come from above.

The people involved in helping the 
Ukrainian army are at significant risk since 
Russia declared “demilitarization” as one 
goal of its aggression against Ukraine – 
thus, Moscow threatens both the Ukrainian 
army and those who help it. However, the 
military is the only force capable of stop-
ping Russia’s war against Ukraine, which 
means that this assistance will continue for 
as long as necessary.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.   FOR THe ReCORd

U.S. formally declares that war crimes  
have been committed by Russia in Ukraine

The following statement was released 
by the U.S. State Department on March 23.  
It is attributed to U.S. Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken.

Since launching his unprovoked and 
unjust war of choice, Russian President 
Vladimir Putin has unleashed unrelent-
ing violence that has caused death and 
destruction across Ukraine.  We’ve seen 
numerous credible reports of indiscrimi-
nate attacks and attacks deliberately tar-
geting civilians, as well as other atrocities.  
Russia’s forces have destroyed apartment 
buildings, schools, hospitals, critical infra-
structure, civilian vehicles, shopping cen-
ters and ambulances, leaving thousands 
of innocent civilians killed or wounded.  
Many of the sites Russia’s forces have hit 
have been clearly identifiable as in-use by 
civilians.  This includes the Mariupol 
maternity hospital, as the United Nations’ 
Office of the High Commissioner for 
Human Rights expressly noted in a March 
11 report.  It also includes a strike that hit 
a Mariupol theater, clearly marked with 
the word “дети” — Russian for “children” 
— in huge letters visible from the sky.  
Putin’s forces used these same tactics in 
Grozny, Chechnya and Aleppo, Syria, 
where they intensified their bombard-
ment of cities to break the will of the peo-
ple.  Their attempt to do so in Ukraine 
has again shocked the world and, as 
President [Volodymyr] Zelenskyy has 
soberly attested, “bathed the people of 
Ukraine in blood and tears.”

Every day that Russia’s forces continue 
their brutal attacks, the number of inno-
cent civilians killed and wounded, includ-

ing women and children, climbs.  As of 
March 22, officials in besieged Mariupol 
said that more than 2,400 civilians had 
been killed in that city alone.  Not includ-
ing the Mariupol devastation, the U.N. has 
officially confirmed more than 2,500 
civilian casualties, including dead and 
wounded, and emphasizes the actual toll 
is likely higher.

Last week, I echoed President [Joe] 
Biden’s statement, based on the countless 
accounts and images of destruction and 
suffering we have all seen, that war 
crimes had been committed by Putin’s 
forces in Ukraine.  I noted then that the 
deliberate targeting of civilians is a war 
crime.  I emphasized that Department of 
State and other U.S. government experts 
were documenting and assessing poten-
tial war crimes in Ukraine.

Today, I can announce that, based on 
information currently available, the U.S. 
government assesses that members of 
Russia’s forces have committed war 
crimes in Ukraine.

Our assessment is based on a careful 
review of available information from 
public and intelligence sources.  As with 
any alleged crime, a court of law with 
jurisdiction over the crime is ultimately 
responsible for determining criminal 
guilt in specific cases.  The U.S. govern-
ment will continue to track reports of 
war crimes and will share information 
we gather with allies, partners and inter-
national institutions and organizations, 
as appropriate.  We are committed to 
pursuing accountability using every tool 
available, including criminal prosecu-
tions.

 NEWS ANALYSIS

by Reid Standish
RFE/RL

Since the first shots were fired in the 
early hours of February 24, China has 
walked an awkward line of supporting 
Moscow’s invasion of Ukraine while 
attempting to distance itself from the 
destruction Russia’s military has inflicted.

On February 4, Chinese President Xi 
Jinping met with Russian counterpart 
Vladimir Putin in Beijing on the sidelines of 
the Olympics and the two signaled new 
depths to their partnership, saying ties 
between their countries had “no limits” as 
they unveiled a massive strategic document.

But after one month of war in Ukraine, 
the partnership has been thoroughly put to 
the test.

Sweeping Western sanctions have crip-
pled Russia’s economy and left the Kremlin 
under unprecedented pressure interna-
tionally.

Beijing has avoided extending a political 
or economic lifeline to Moscow, but China 
has also provided diplomatic cover for its 
partner and its state-run media have 
pushed Russia’s narrative of the invasion to 
audiences at home and abroad.

This has left the West increasingly 
focused on China’s ambiguous role amid 
the crisis, which is set to grow as U.S. 
President Joe Biden kicked off a four-day 
trip to Europe on March 24.

Through summits and meetings with the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), 
the Group of Seven (G-7), and the European 
Council, Mr. Biden is set to keep up the 

pressure on Russia over its invasion and 
forge a common front with Europe toward 
China before a planned European Union 
summit with Mr. Xi on April 1.

Washington has warned Beijing against 
providing material support to Russia and 
European leaders hope they can press 
China to act constructively to help bring an 
end to the bloody war.

But how deeply has the Ukraine war 
changed China and Russia’s growing part-
nership?

To find out more, RFE/RL asked six lead-
ing experts about what one month of war 
has taught us about the nature of the 
Beijing-Moscow relationship and where it 
might be heading.

Xi-Putin relationship too big to fail

Steve Tsang, director of SOAS University 
London’s China Institute, had the following 
to say about the situation:

“China and Xi were taken by surprise by 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, not that it hap-
pened, but that it was executed so poorly.

“A true believer in the superiority of their 
authoritarian systems, Mr. Xi undoubtedly 
thought that Russia would launch ‘surgical’ 
strikes or use coercive pressure for Putin to 
get his way in Kyiv without damaging 
China’s substantial relations with Ukraine. 
Russian failures so far have harmed China’s 
interests and diminished Chinese respect 
for Putin and Russia.

“Even when the Russian invasion turned 
into a mess, China could have taken advan-

How has Russia’s war on Ukraine changed 
the Chinese-Russian partnership?

(Continued on page 14)
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‘No room for journalism’: Russia’s independent regional press fights to survive

U.N. General Assembly overwhelmingly approves resolution demanding protection of civilians in Ukraine

RFE/RL’s North.Realities

Funerals are being held for soldiers. 
Shopping malls have more and more 
vacant storefronts. Prices are rising, and 
goods are disappearing from store shelves.

These are some of the stories that 
Russia’s non-state regional media outlets 
have reported on in recent weeks. But 
what they can’t tell their audiences is the 
story behind all of these stories: the story 
of what the Kremlin euphemistically calls 
its “special military operation,” Russia’s 
war on Ukraine.

“Pskovskaya Guberniya tried to contin-
ue working under wartime conditions,” 
said the former editor in chief of the last 
independent media outlet in the north-
western Russian city of Pskov, Denis 
Kamalyagin.

But on March 5, one day after Russia 
adopted draconian new laws on the “dis-
semination of information that discredits 
the armed forces of the Russian Federa-
tion,” OMON, a type of Russian riot police, 
showed up in force at the online newspa-
per’s offices.

“OMON put all these ‘dangerous crimi-
nals’ face down on the floor and ransacked 
the office over a supposed administrative 
offense,” Mr. Kamalyagin said. “Continuing 
to work after they confiscated all our 
equipment, after their threats, after they 
blocked our website and our social media 
channels was impossible. … There is no 
room for independent journalism in 
Russia.”

Mr. Kamalyagin and most of the newspa-
per’s long-embattled staff have since left 
Russia. He hopes to reassemble Pskovs kaya 
Guberniya and renew publication from 
outside the country in the near future.

“It is hard getting information when you 
are abroad, but we still have not only our 
own sources, but also our local stringers,” 
Mr. Kamalyagin told RFE/RL’s North.
Realities.

Although the closure or blocking of 

major national media like online channel 
Dozhd, Ekho Moskvy radio and RFE/RL’s 
Russian-language programming has 
received considerable international atten-
tion, the plight of non-state local and 
regional media has been less well docu-
mented. But at that level, as well, the 
Kremlin is conducting a scorched-earth 
campaign that is uprooting the last of the 
country’s embattled independent media.

The state media monitor Roskomnad-
zor has forbidden Russian media from 
using the words “war” or “invasion” in con-
nection with the attack on Ukraine and has 
warned them only to publish information 
from Russian government sources.

On March 22, the State Duma passed an 
additional bill that would criminalize the 
dissemination of “false information” about 
the activity of Russian state agencies 
abroad, including that of the prosecutor’s 
office, the National Guard, the Emergency 
Situations Ministry, the Foreign Affairs 
Ministry and others.

Like the criminal law against discredit-
ing the armed forces, the new bill – which 
a Kremlin spokesman said on March 23 
that President Vladimir Putin would sign 
“quickly” – stipulates punishments of up to 
15 years in prison.

In the Siberian city of Tomsk, the once 
highly respected TV2 regional television 
station, which was forced off the air in 
2015, has closed after its internet pro-
gramming was blocked.

The popular Taiga-Info portal in 
Novosibirsk has been blocked, although it 
continues to function.

In Yakutsk, the capital of the Sakha 
Republic, the portal Ykt.ru, which has 
operated since 1999, shut down on March 
9, just days after the new censorship law 
was passed.

“It has become clear in recent days that 
this portal cannot last long as an indepen-
dent space,” founder Arsen Tomsky wrote 

in a farewell editorial. “In order to pre-
serve the reputation of this portal and its 
team, our illustrious history, we have 
decided to end the work of Ykt.ru.”

Vadim Vostrov is the director of TVK 
television in Krasnoyarsk, which continues 
to broadcast, although it is besieged by 
attacks on anonymous Telegram channels.

His staff “has done all we could under 
the circumstances,” he said, explaining that 
it is possible to report about slain local ser-
vicemen and the social and economic 
effects of the war – even as the new legisla-
tion and pressure from the state make it 
impossible to report accurately on the war 
itself.

“We give space to psychologists to talk 
about how to cope with all that is happen-
ing,” Mr. Vostrov said. “In short, we do 
whatever we can for those who still have 
their common sense.”

Yaroslav Vlasov, a journalist with Taiga-
Info, said that when the war in Ukraine 
was launched, the website tried to cover 
the war independently, without repeating 
the Kremlin’s unfounded claims.

“From February 24, we tried to cover 
the ‘special operation’ in detail from both 
sides,” he said, adding that his website was 
perhaps the first media outlet in the coun-
try to give specific information about local 
soldiers killed in the conflict.

“I think that is why they quickly blocked 
us,” Mr. Vlasov said. “Although the formal 
pretext was the same as it is for everyone: 
that we insisted on calling things by their 
real names.”

“After the passage of Putin’s law on mili-
tary censorship on March 4, we – like most 
remaining media in Russia – were forced 
to delete all of our reporting about the 
‘special operation,’” he said. “As a result, we 
decided to stop covering it at all so that we 
wouldn’t have to disseminate just the one-
sided information of the Defense Ministry. 
We focused on articles about the economic 

crisis, protest actions and other conse-
quences of the president’s decision.

“It would be honest to say that we are 
now afraid of everything because they can 
come for us for any reason,” Mr. Vlasov 
said.

The same worries haunt Yelena Ivanova, 
editor in chief of the independent news 
agency Svobodnye Novosti in the central 
Russian city of Saratov.

“We are consulting with legal specialists 
and lawyers and no one can tell us when, 
where and how we might step on a mine,” 
she said. “For the media, everywhere has 
become a minefield.”

She said that Roskomnadzor has not 
published a list of the “official government 
sources” that it is acceptable to cite. If the 
governor reports the death of a conscript 
and the agency covers that, but then later 
the Defense Ministry says he was a con-
tract soldier, does that mean Svobodnye 
Novosti has violated the law and “discred-
ited” the army, she asks.

“We don’t know how to work,” she said. 
“And every morning we wake up to this 
same nightmare.”

Nonetheless, she added, none of her 
staff plans to leave Russia.

“We live and work in Saratov,” she said. 
“We are simply trying to practice journal-
ism in this situation as best we can and to 
remain – no matter how pathetic this 
might sound – honest people.”

(Written by Robert Coalson and based 
on reporting from Russia by RFE/RL’s 
North.Realities.)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/russia-journalism-
independent-press-war-struggles-censor-
ship/31768511.html).

RFE/RL

The United Nations General Assembly 
has adopted a nonbinding resolution 
demanding the protection of civilians and 
civilian infrastructure in Ukraine and an 
immediate halt to the war.

The resolution, approved on March 24 at 
U.N. headquarters in New York, was favored 
by 140 countries in the 193-member 
assembly. Four countries – Syria, Belarus, 
North Korea and Eritrea – joined Russia in 
voting against, while 38 countries abstained.

The resolution “demands an immediate 
cessation of the hostilities by the Russian 
Federation against Ukraine, in particular of 

any attacks against civilians and civilian 
objects.”

It also demands the protection of civil-
ians, medical personnel, aid workers and 
journalists.

A similar nonbinding resolution on 
March 2 demanded Russia immediately 
cease its use of force. That resolution was 
backed by 141 countries.

U.S. Ambassador to the U.N. Linda 
Thomas-Greenfield described the vote on 
March 24 as an “astounding success,” telling 
reporters that, “There’s really no difference 
between 141 and 140.”

She said the latest resolution built on the 
March 2 vote and appealed to “the one per-

son with the ability to stop the violence. 
And that’s Vladimir Putin.”

The resolution criticizes Russia for creat-
ing a “dire” humanitarian situation after 
Moscow invaded its neighbor one month 
ago in what it calls a “special military oper-
ation” to destroy Ukraine’s military infra-
structure.

Ukraine and Western allies have accused 
Moscow of attacking civilians indiscrimi-
nately and targeting facilities such as hospi-
tals and buildings used as shelters. Moscow 
denies attacking civilians.

Ukraine put forward the new resolution 
on March 23. The text was originally pre-
pared by France and Mexico at an emergen-

cy session of the General Assembly.
A competing text by South Africa, which 

did not mention Russia by name, received 
only 50 votes and was therefore not adopt-
ed. Russia had appealed for countries to 
support that text, arguing that the resolu-
tion drafted by Ukraine and allies had been 
“politicized.”

(With reporting by AFP and Reuters)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/united-nations-
civilians-protection/31769041.html).

Denis Kamalyagin is the former editor of 
the last independent media outlet in the 
Russian city of Pskov. “There is no room 
for independent journalism in Russia,” 

he has said.

Yaroslav Vlasov of TaigaInfo said that, 
“It would be honest to say that we are 
now afraid of everything because they 

can come for us for any reason.”

Vadim Vostrov is the director of TVK 
television in Krasnoyarsk. He said he 
would “do whatever we can for those 

who still have their common sense.”

Yelena Ivanova is the editor in chief of 
Svobodnye Novosti in Saratov, Russia.

Courtesy photo via RFE/RL
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We write these words on March 24, exactly one month after Russian 
President Vladimir Putin launched an unprovoked and premeditated war 
against Ukraine. In the month since Russian troops have laid siege on Ukraine’s 
eastern cities, it has become abundantly clear – and we believe that it has also 
become just as clear to the Russian ruler – that Moscow seriously miscalculated 
the resolve and degree to which Ukrainians would fight to repel Russia’s 
attempt to take over the country.

While Ukrainian forces spent the initial weeks of the war absorbing Russian 
attacks, they have now begun in certain instances to go on the offensive, they it 
is also just as clear that the greatest threat to all Ukrainians continues to be the 
long-range cruise missiles and other long-range rockets that Russia has rained 
down on Ukraine. It has also become clear that Putin’s intention to demoralize 
the Ukrainian public by targeting civilian locations throughout the country has 
not worked. If anything, it may actually have backfired. While Ukrainians are 
indeed suffering, they appear to have absolutely every desire to take the fight to 
the Russian military.  Despite the hell in which they are suffering – having lost 
loved ones and watching their cities be absolutely leveled – they have grown 
even more defiant and angry.

As this has happened, there has also been mounting concern that Putin is 
himself growing more and more incensed and may lash out by turning to the 
use of either chemical or tactical nuclear weapons in Ukraine. In an interview 
with Christian Amanpour of CNN on March 22, Putin’s chief spokesman, Dmitry 
Peskov, repeatedly refused to rule out the use of nuclear weapons.  He said 
Russia would use nuclear weapons if Moscow felt it faced an “existential 
threat.” In response, Pentagon Press Secretary John Kirby, speaking with report-
ers the same day, condemned Mr. Peskov’s remarks. “It’s not the way a respon-
sible nuclear power should act,” Mr. Kirby said.

Meanwhile, there are concerns that Putin, deeply angry and embarrassed 
about his military’s failure to capture Ukraine, has dismissed (or worse) his 
defense minister, Sergei Shoigu, who, according to a CNN report, has not been 
seen publicly since March 18, and perhaps even March 11.  According to the 
report, “Shoigu appeared in a Channel One broadcast on March 18 that the 
Russian outlet said was from that day, but Russian journalists have speculated 
that the event being broadcast was from March 11.”

Meanwhile, Putin has also begun to see various cracks in the shell that sur-
rounds him. Anatoly Chubais reportedly resigned as Putin’s climate envoy 
because he disapproved of the Russian ruler’s decision to launch a war on 
Ukraine.  A Newsweek report also noted that ex-deputy prime minister Arkady 
Dvorkovich has also broken ranks with the Kremlin. But we are under no illu-
sions that Putin will continue his crackdown not only in Ukraine but in the 
Kremlin as well.

“Vladimir Putin has created a personalist authoritarian system in which loy-
alty is often privileged over competence,” Ben Noble, an associate professor in 
Russian politics at University College London, told Newsweek. “It is also a sys-
tem with extraordinary coercive means domestically. Taken together, loyalty 
and the threat of violence are potent ways to prevent elite splits that might 
challenge the president’s rule, even if people disagree significantly with partic-
ular policy decisions.”

Much of the world is then left wondering just how far Putin will go to achieve 
his ends. It is clear that Ukrainians will not give up their fight for freedom and 
independence, nor do they have any intention of giving up their land. With no 
way of selling his disastrous war on Ukraine as a success to the Russian public, 
Putin looks increasing like a cornered, dangerous animal who will go to any 
length to ensure his very own survival.

The Ukrainian Weekly

Thirty years ago, on April 1, 1992, The Ukrainian Weekly 
carried reports of escalation in the Transdnister Autonomous 
Republic (as it was then known, though it is now known as 
Transdniestria. The region is not recognized internationally) 
between Moldovan forces and Russian occupying forces in 
what was termed a “breakaway region” of Moldova.

At least 10 people were killed on that day of fighting, and the uptick in fighting 
claimed the lives of at least 50 people. Moldovan President Mircea Snegur imposed 
emergency rule in the face of ongoing ceasefire violations. President Snegur on March 
28 ordered police and the army to “liquidate and disarm the illegitimate formations” in 
the warring region located between Moldova and Ukraine. A curfew was imposed and 
the borders were tightly controlled to prevent mercenaries from entering Moldova.

The fighting in the region began in December after the Transdniestrian authorities 
voted to secede from Moldova. The unrecognized republic was inhabited by 600,000 
people, with two-thirds of the populace being made up of ethnic Russians and 
Ukrainians. The concerns that were raised included the fear that Moldova would one 
day unite with Romania.

Source: “Fighting in Trans-Dnister Autonomous Republic escalates,” The Ukrainian 
Weekly, April 12, 1992.

April
1

1992

Turning the pages back...

by Eugene Czolij

An extraordinary summit of heads of 
state and government of the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) was 
scheduled to take place on March 24 in 
Brussels. It needs to be a game-changer.

The focal point of this summit was to be 
the all-out war launched by Russia against 
Ukraine one month earlier on February 24 
and NATO’s crucial next steps.

For this extraordinary summit to prop-
erly address the greatest geopolitical crisis 
since WWII and not be just another forum 
for NATO’s leadership to simply show a 
united front, it is essential that NATO 
heads of state and government keep in 
mind some important factors when map-
ping out their critical courses of action, 
which should include the immediate sup-
ply of much needed defensive lethal weap-
ons for Ukraine so that it can continue 
defending its territorial integrity and 
impose a no-fly zone over its airspace.

First, the extensive war launched by 
Russia against Ukraine on February 24 
could have been avoided if NATO and its 
member countries had taken control of 
the geopolitical agenda instead of allowing 
an authoritarian despot with insatiable 
imperialist ambitions to define it.

Had NATO and its member countries 
imposed severe sanctions and provided 
Ukraine with the necessary defensive 
lethal weapons in December to pressure 
Russia to deescalate its military buildup 
on the borders of Ukraine in accordance 
with the Minsk agreements – instead of 
doing so after Russia initiated its full-scale 
war – Russian President Vladimir Putin 
could have backed out of his full invasion 
plan without losing face, at least in his 
eyes, by providing then the lame explana-
tion that the buildup was just another mil-
itary exercise without any intent to fur-
ther invade Ukraine.

Second, Russia has realized that it will 
not win a conventional war against 
Ukraine. This has led to a material 
increase in war crimes committed daily by 
Russia’s indiscriminate shelling of civilians 
and civil infrastructure in Ukraine, result-
ing in the killing of Ukraine’s civilian pop-
ulation, including innocent children. 
Russia’s annihilation of the Ukrainian peo-
ple clearly corresponds to the definition of 
genocide in the Genocide Convention 
adopted in 1948 by the United Nations 
General Assembly. Incredibly, Ukraine has 
demonstrated that, notwithstanding 
Russia’s savagery, it can overcome this 
cruel onslaught and regain control of its 
territorial integrity. To succeed without 
further devastation, Ukraine must imme-
diately impose a no-fly zone over its air-
space with the effective support of NATO 
and its member countries.

Third, NATO member countries have 
already been seriously impacted by this 
war because Europe is now destabilized 
due to the 10 million Ukrainians that have 
been forced to leave their homes and 
become internally displaced persons in 
Ukraine or refugees in neighbouring coun-
tries.

Moreover, Europe’s security has been 
dramatically compromised. Indeed, on 
March 4 the Russian military shelled 
Europe’s largest nuclear power plant situ-
ated in Enerhodar, a town in Zaporizhia 

Oblast in Ukraine. That attack, according 
to Ukraine’s authorities, could have result-
ed in an environmental disaster 10 times 
worse than the 1986 explosion at the 
Chornobyl nuclear plant. In addition, 
Russia’s military took control of the 
Chornobyl nuclear power plant and 
imposed inhumane working conditions on 
the staff, considerably increasing the risk 
of human error in a place where such 
errors are unforgiving. For the record, 
radiation does not need a Schengen visa to 
travel from Ukraine throughout the 
European Union.

Russia has also made veiled threats to 
Euro-Atlantic security by invoking the 
possibility of resorting to nuclear weap-
ons in case of an “existential threat” to 
Russia (even though Russia has launched 
an unprovoked war against Ukraine which 
is only being fought on Ukrainian soil), as 
well as raising the prospect of biological 
and chemical warfare, increasing the risk 
of another pandemic, at a time when the 
world is still recovering from the effects of 
COVID-19.

Fourth, Putin considers the U.S. and 
NATO to be Russia’s main enemies capable 
of a pre-emptive strike that would use 
Ukraine “as a foothold for such a strike.” 
Indeed, two days before Russia launched 
its full-fledged war against Ukraine, Putin 
delivered the following hostile message to 
the West:

“I will explain that the U.S. strategic 
planning documents … stipulate an option 
of the so-called preemptive strike on [an] 
enemy’s missile systems. And we know 
who the main enemy for the U.S. and 
NATO is. It is Russia. NATO documents 
officially, straightforwardly declare Russia 
as the main threat for Euro-Atlantic secu-
rity. And Ukraine will serve as a foothold 
for such a strike.”

Putin’s strategic course is to dismantle 
NATO and reconstitute a neo-Soviet 
empire. This course clearly does not stop 
with Ukraine. It continues westward into 
NATO member countries. Putin believes 
that he can achieve these objectives since 
he calculates (based upon NATO’s current 
and past actions) that NATO will not trig-
ger Article 5 of the North Atlantic Treaty if 
faced with Russia’s threat of using nuclear 
weapons.

NATO and its member countries can 
decide to risk facing such a confrontation 
in the future and then be forced to pay the 
ultimate price when their civilian popula-
tion and infrastructure will be subjected 
to Russia’s indiscriminate and brutal mili-
tary attacks, or they can help Ukraine now 
to stop Russia’s imperialist course of 
action and ensure peace and stability in 
Europe.

For our collective sakes, NATO heads of 
state and government must choose the 
only viable path forward or face the 
dreadful consequences of sacrificing 
Ukraine in a futile attempt to appease 
Putin; namely, it would face what the 
United Kingdom experienced after its for-
mer Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain 
sacrificed the Sudetenland to Hitler – a 
world war.

Eugene Czolij is president of non-govern-
mental organization “Ukraine-2050” and 
former president of the Ukrainian World 
Congress (2008-2018).

NATO must act now or face 
dreadful consequences later

A cornered, dangerous animal

 COMMENTARY
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by Lubomyr Luciuk

I sat in the gallery as Canadian Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau delivered these 
words on March 15: “Volodymyr, in the 
years I’ve known you, I’ve always thought of 
you as a champion for democracy. And now, 
democracies around the world are lucky to 
have you as our champion. Your courage, 
and the courage of your people, inspires us 
all. You’re defending the right of Ukrainians 
to choose their own future, and in doing so, 
you’re defending the values that form the 
pillars of all free, democratic countries. 
Freedom, human rights, justice, truth, inter-
national order – these are the values you’re 
risking your life for as you fight for Ukraine 
and Ukrainians. Beyond that, you’re inspir-
ing democracies and democratic leaders 
around the world to be more courageous, 
more united, and to fight harder for what 
we believe in. You remind us that friends 
are always stronger together.”

As a public service, I will reduce this 
tripe to plain English: “Hey Vlad, you’re a 
good guy. Hang in there. You’re inspiring, 
really, I mean it. Good luck champ.”

The other leaders in the House of 
Commons more or less said the same thing. 
Candice Bergen, of the Conservatives, got 
the loudest applause and more standing 

ovations than anyone else, save for Mr. 
Zelenskyy, because she called Vladimir 
Putin out as the war criminal he is, insisting 
he be brought before the International 
Court of Justice at The Hague. Of course, 
that won’t happen any sooner than Ukraine 
will now be admitted into the NATO club or 
get the no-fly zone Mr. Zelenskyy begged 
for. What we’re witnessing are the West’s 
promises of the past 31 years of Ukraine’s 
independence being exposed for the 
malarky they were, hogwash that, regretta-
bly, many a Ukrainian swallowed. As for the 
utterly curlish whimpering of the Green 
Party’s Elizabeth May, her blather marked 
the low point of this “historic” event in the 
House. To comment further on her eye-
wash would be to risk my health.

Any thinking person knows what 
Ukraine needs. Remember this nursery 
rhyme? “Sticks and stones will break my 
bones but names will never hurt me.” Putin 
is not bothered when we call him names. 
But we can hurt him if we give Ukraine’s 
valiant defenders more of “the sticks and 
stones” they need to clear their sky of the 
foe. They need modern weapon systems to 
kill as many Russians as it takes. I know I 
am supposed to feel sorry for the young 
conscripts who allegedly don’t know where 
they are, are poorly trained, led and 
equipped. But then I think about the 
Ukrainian girls these “soldiers” raped, then 

by Ihor N. Stelmach

No matter the results of Russia’s war 
against Ukraine, President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy will forever be recognized as the 
face of his country’s battle against Russia’s 
unprovoked, full-scale war that was 
launched on February 24.

The manner in which Mr. Zelenskyy has 
answered the call of Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine has been lauded worldwide. A 
speech to the European Parliament earlier 
in March got him a standing ovation, and 
the western media has referred to him as a 
“focal point” for democratic opposition to 
autocracy, as the “voice” of Ukraine and 
simply as a “hero.”

That Mr. Zelenskyy happens to be the 
president of a besieged country trying to 
resist a stronger invader can easily explain 
some of the praise coming his way. After all, 
Russia has moved on Ukraine in a most sav-
age way. It has done under the guise of, as 
Putin has claimed, “de-Nazifying” its south-
ern neighbor. Some degree of acclaim would 
automatically be heaped on a president of a 
country resisting such an unjust war.

But there is more to consider when ana-
lyzing the great respect Mr. Zelenskyy has 
received.

Thus far, Mr. Zelenskyy has shown a 
political demeanor totally the opposite of 
the one displayed by Russian President 
Vladimir Putin. Details or affairs of political 
style are often assumed to have little, if any-
thing, to do with matters of actual political 
justice. Wardrobe, humor or even language 
used, have little bearing in the overall 
scheme of things. When thinking about 
authoritarian politics, one can conclude 
that an undemocratic leaning frequently 

merges with a specific type of personal 
style.

Putin obviously demonstrates a tenden-
cy to autocracy in his behavior and deco-
rum. Mr. Zelenskyy comes across as a hum-
ble man with an unassuming leadership 
style. His image fits with the ideal of a dem-
ocratic leader who does not see himself to 
be righteously superior to the public. Mr. 
Zelenskyy has become a role model for 
those who favor democratic rule.

The autocrat

Putin’s political image can be broken 
down into three parts. First, he wants to be 
viewed as classically masculine, and he has 
often been pictured shirtless and compet-
ing in sporting events like judo and hockey. 
Second, he wants to be seen as a cunning 
man who is disdainful of adversaries. He 
often smirks and publicly humiliates his 
own subordinates. Third, he intensely por-
trays himself as an individual who has been 
selected by history to reconstruct a Soviet 
empire that he believes unjustly came 
apart. Putin has described the collapse of 
the Soviet Union as the “greatest geopoliti-
cal tragedy of the 20th century.”

Philosophers have argued that such 
characteristics may seem shallow, but they 
portray a supreme loathing of discord and 
democracy. A leader using basic machismo 
trying to restore a country’s former superi-
ority will usually refuse limitations on cen-
tralized authority. Concepts like democratic 
responsibility and human rights also go out 
the window. Disagreements are looked 
upon as severe insubordination and the 
weak merit derision by the strong.

Dithering and doing far too little to deter Russia

Zelenskyy and Putin:  
A contrast of leadership styles

 COMMENTARY

Dear Editor:

Ihor Stelmach’s reporting on the 
Paralympics and other sports events is 
awesome!

On a separate topic, on a recent televi-
sion show, I watched a pro-Russian fellow 
say that Russians invaded the Donbas and 
Luhansk regions in 2014 because 
Ukrainians were persecuting Russians with 
pro-fascist military units, such as the Azov 
Battalion. Another person got into a big 
argument with the pro-Russian individual, 
saying several times that he was in eastern 
Ukraine in 2014 and witnessed no persecu-
tion of Russians. But the dialogue got even 
more disgusting. The pro-Russian said 
Russians want to occupy Odesa because 
“fascist Ukrainians were burning Russian 
people alive on the streets of Odesa.” 
Really? The original Azov Battalion was a 
very right-wing unit, but it was not sanc-
tioned by the government. It was self-creat-
ed. Kyiv denounced the unit and it eventu-
ally ceased to exist.

The Azov Infantry battalion is a 
Ukrainian army unit comprised of volun-
teers largely from the Azov Sea region of 
Ukraine; it has nothing to do with the for-
mer Azov unit. Some claim that Russian cit-
izens were burned alive by members of the 
unit, but there is no evidence to support 
that allegation. Can a Ukrainian American 
(or Canadian) law firm dig this segment up 
and demand from the pro-Russian evi-
dence of his claim? If there is no evidence, 
can the pro-Russian individual be sued for 
his false claim? If need be, Ukrainians have 
to fight not only in Ukraine, but in courts 
around the world as well. Give ‘em hell!

Orest M. Logusz,  
Colonel, U.S. Army (retired)

Sterling, New York

Dear Editor:

I, as all Ukrainians in the diaspora, have 
watched with horror Russian President 
Vladimir Putin’s invasion and massacre in 
Ukraine. Like many others, I have reached 
deep into my pocket to write out checks to 
support the army and the refugees. As I 
searched for other ways to help, I came 
across a relatively painless, highly effective 
way – donating airline frequent flyer miles. 
The average frequent flyer mile is worth 
1.4 cents. I donated 250,000 United Airline 
miles to the Red Cross to support their 
efforts helping Ukrainian refugees. That 
can be done here: https://donate.mileage-
plus.com/ukrainesupport.

Ukraine International Airlines miles are 
worth 1.7 cents per mile. That means my 
contribution of miles acquired mostly from 
credit card transactions was worth $4,350! 
I am going through all of my other airline 
mileage accounts that have miles that will 
never reach an award level before they 
expire and I am purging them to help 
Ukraine. I hope that other readers will do 
the same.

Marko Slusarczuk
Potomac, Md.

Dear Editor:

Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy has repeatedly requested that 
the United States and the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization (NATO) supply mili-
tary jets and implement a no-fly zone in 
Ukraine. There have been many rallies 
organized by the Ukrainian diaspora across 
the U.S. voicing the need for more military, 
financial and humanitarian aid to the peo-
ple of Ukraine. These rallies are helping to 
gain support from various ethnic commu-
nities; however, much more can be done to 
convince our politicians and military advi-
sors to supply Ukraine with what it needs 
to win. Why doesn’t the Ukrainian diaspora 
organize a huge rally of hundreds of thou-
sands of people at the Lincoln Memorial in 
Washington to demand this military aid? 
The rally/concert would be like a Euro-
Maidan and it would consist of speakers 
and musicians that would last for days or 
even weeks until Ukraine’s sky is secure. It 
would include Ukrainians, Poles, Georgians, 
etc., from cities all over the United States 
and Canada, similar to what Martin Luther 
King, Jr., did in the 1960s. We need to keep 
pushing U.S. President Joe Biden and our 
politicians to help the people of Ukraine 
win this war for world democracy. Slava 
Ukraini!

Omelan Markiw
Ardmore, Pa.

Dear Editor:

My concern and sadness for events in 
Ukraine move me to write to you as a proxy 
for contacting citizens or the nuclear 
authorities in Ukraine themselves. I 
worked in and around the nuclear industry 
for a number of years and my experience 
and observations in that time brought me 
to see that the atomic world is more social 
and sentient than we have so far cared or 
dared to consider.

The best and simplest proof of this point 
is to show that the same energy found in 
atoms exists amongst and between us 
humans. Once we realize this, then we have 
the potential to create a remedial process 
for the fissioned particles, in other words, 
for the radioactive waste materials. We 
might well be able to stabilize the unstable 
elements, like enriched uranium. It is col-
lective work for women and men. I sense 
that Ukrainians will excel at this kind of 
inquiry and response. And it could provide 
leverage to deal with Russia.

It is a long shot, but I would feel remiss if 
I did not flag up this option. Thanks, and 
good wishes.

Ian Turnbull
Findhorn, Scotland

False pro-Russian claims 
must be addressed

A relatively painless  
way to support Ukraine

Calling for a massive rally 
at the Lincoln Memorial

Stabilizing unstable 
nuclear elements

 LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

GUIDELINES FOR LETTERS 
TO THE EDITOR

Opinions expressed by letter writ
ers are their own and do not necessarily 
reflect the opinions of either The Ukrainian 
Weekly editorial staff or its publisher, the 
Ukrainian National Association. 

Letters must be signed and the city from 
which they are sent will be published under 
the author’s name.  

THe LeNGTH Of LeTTeRS CAN
NOT exCeeD 250 WORDS. Letters may 
be edited or abridged. The Weekly reserves 
the right to edit for clarity, civility and 
accuracy. 

Letters should be sent to staff@
ukrweekly.com or to The Ukrainian 
Weekly, 2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, 
Parsippany, NJ 07054.

Lubomyr Luciuk is a professor of politi-
cal geography at the Royal Military College 
of Canada. (Continued on page 17)

(Continued on page 8)
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TO ALL MEMBERS OF UNA BRANCH 175
As of March 1, 2022 the secretary’s duties 

of UNA Branch 175 were assumed by 
Alexandra Lawrin

We ask all members of this Branch to direct all correspondence 
regarding membership and insurance to the address listed below:

Alexandra Lawrin 
5244 Lone Maple Dr. 

Traverse City, MI 49685 
586-350-1792 • amlawrin@yahoo.com

The democrat

If the above is an accurate description of 
Putin’s authoritarianism, Mr. Zelenskyy 
completely rejects the same principles. Mr. 
Zelenskyy does not go out of his way to 
appear macho or masculine. Prior to 
ascending to the presidency of Ukraine, he 
wore many different outfits as a comedian, 
actor and talent show contestant. The past 
several weeks we have seen him in videos 
unshaven, tired, unshielded, worried, yet 
unbroken.

When Mr. Zelenskyy speaks, his words 
stress that Ukraine is a united nation, and 
he does not harbor illusions of past gran-
deur. Being Jewish, he approaches history 
cautiously. He presents himself as a lead-
er who does not believe in authoritarian-
ism. Instead, he seems intent on stamp-
ing out its existence. He speaks freely and 
plainly with little jargon or political rhet-
oric. And he has been widely acclaimed 
for his heroic opposition to Russia’s inva-
sion and his boldness to stay in Kyiv, 
where he and his family face a very real 

threat to their lives.
Mr. Zelenskyy’s demeanor also shows 

that he does not see himself as being more 
important than the people of Ukraine, and 
he has been honest about his fears. The 
Ukrainian head of state has acknowledged 
that he fears death, fears for his family and 
that he stays in the nation’s capital because 
he believes he has an obligation to lead 
from Ukraine’s capital, not because he 
seeks glory or has a martyr complex. No, he 
seems himself as one among millions of 
Ukrainian citizens. Indeed, he sees himself 
as a servant of the people.

The Western world may place much 
trust and confidence in Mr. Zelenskyy for 
his resistance to Putin’s dictatorship. The 
West must remember that leaders of 
democracy are no better than those they 
lead. If Mr. Zelenskyy is a true democratic 
hero, one must remember that democracy 
does not require the hero worship that 
autocrats like Vladimir Putin require and 
demand. Rather, it requires that each citi-
zen take an active role in democratic gover-
nance. It is a lesson that many Western 
democracies can take from Ukraine.

Ihor N. Stelmach can be reached at 
iman@sfgsports.com.

(Continued from page 7)

Zelenskyy and...
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would produce devastating and long-last-
ing consequences in Ukraine.

It is often said that war brings out both 
the worst and the best in people.

Despite the potential of such a horrific 
attack and despite the horrors of war, the 
Black Sea port city of Mykolaiv has been 
filled with quiet, unassuming, ordinary 
people who, over a series of days in which 
this correspondent spent time with them, 
have demonstrated extraordinary qualities.

Mykolaiv is a place that was little-known 
in the wider world before the war began, 
but it has now become yet another emblem 
of Ukraine’s courageous determination to 
resist the Russian invasion.

Russian forces hoped to swiftly capture 
the city, which is critical to their plans to 
control Ukraine’s Black Sea coastline. 
Doing so would allow the Russian military 
to more easily move their tanks and other 
vehicles toward what is believed to be a 
strategic military prize – Ukraine’s largest 
port of Odesa, which is home to the coun-
try’s navy.

As in other cities, Russia’s military 
machine encountered obstinate resistance 
that unraveled its plans to encircle 
Mykolaiv. On March 7, after a fierce battle, 
Ukrainian forces  repelled Russian forces 
that had previously captured the city’s air-
port.

The Russian military has used the now 
familiar tactic of shelling residential dis-
tricts, inflicting an undetermined number 
of civilian deaths and casualties.

The fight for Mykolaiv has propelled 
onto the national stage a charismatic local 
politician who was elected regional gover-
nor in 2020.

Vitaliy Kim, 41, has inspired Mykolaiv’s 
population to work alongside the military 
to  bolster its defenses for an anticipated 
massive Russian effort to capture the city.

Mr. Kim’s daily video updates on the war, 
laced with a barbed humor mocking the 
Russians, has made him popular viewing 
throughout Ukraine.

The route into the city from Ukrainian-
held territory to the west includes the mile-
long Varvarskiya Bridge across the 
Pivdenny Buh River.

A correspondent for The Ukrainian 
Weekly walked across the bridge with 
mixed feelings, knowing that Ukrainians 
had rigged it with tons of explosives so that 
they could blow it up if Russians troops 
break through to the bridge.

As exchanges of artillery between 

Ukrainian and Russian forces provided a 
constant backdrop of explosions, this cor-
respondent assured himself that the bridge 
was probably the safest sliver of the city 
because the Russians want to capture it 
intact.

Ukrainian military sources said that 
Russia would likely also use a combination 
of air force, missiles, and shelling by its 
ships in the Black Sea. But the vital compo-
nent of any assault on Odesa would come 
by armored vehicles, artillery and troop 
transports coming by land after having 
captured Mykolaiv.

Despite the shelling, Mr. Kim and two 
senior military officers came out of the 
city’s administrative offices to speak with 
journalists.

Occasionally rockets fired by the two 
sides flew above the journalists’ heads. The 
trajectories of those rockets could be heard 
arching over Mykolaiv before ending in 
massive explosions that echoed throughout 
the city.

Mr. Kim said the pressure on Mykolaiv 
had eased by March 9 after Ukrainian forc-
es struck Russian targets the previous eve-
ning, including a fuel dump. He said many 
of the Russian vehicles – tanks, armored 
cars and trucks – that hadn’t run out of fuel 
yet were moving around aimlessly.

He said that scores of armored vehicles 
had been captured or abandoned and were 
being repaired so that they could be put 
into service by Ukrainian forces. He said 
there were not enough mechanics to carry 
out repairs as quickly as the Ukrainian mil-
itary would like.

He also said the city’s hospitals were, so 
far, sufficiently coping with Ukraine’s 
wounded soldiers. He said that a reorgani-
zation of medical services because of the 
COVID-19 epidemic had produced an effi-
cient system for dealing with war casual-
ties, and he said that there were enough 
surgeons and stores of medicines.

Mr. Kim was asked that, now that the 
world knows where Mykolaiv is, what does 
his city want to convey to the world?

“Mykolaiv wants the world to know that 
we are a very nice city with very nice peo-
ple and, when the war finishes, we want 
tourists – not the Russian type with guns – 
but people from around the world to come 
here. We want them to see the culture and 
history of our city, and we will never let the 
enemy in here,” Mr. Kim said.

He said that 28 Russian soldiers had 
surrendered the previous day.

“They are hungry, dirty, cold. They plead 
for food and water. We’ll need help and 
we’ll need buses to get them out of here. 
They are being sent under police escort to 

Kyiv, Vinnytsia and other cities,” he said.
Mr. Kim said that many in Mykolaiv 

were taking pity on their assailants.
“Many of them [capturing Russian sol-

diers] are 19-year-olds or 20-year-olds 
who don’t understand what is happening 
around them. They are simply being sent 
here as meat to the grinder. My message to 
their parents in Russia is to take their chil-
dren out of here. We don’t need them,” Mr. 
Kim said.

Mykolaiv’s defenders know their task is 
to prevent the Russians from having free 
run at Odesa.

“Odesa can sleep calmly for the moment 
because we will not allow the Russians 
through. We ask Odesa to send us the sup-
plies to enable us to keep fighting,” Mr. Kim 
said.

Col. Roman Kostenko, a member of the 
Ukrainian parliament and secretary of its 
committee on security, defense and intelli-
gence, is also a colonel in an Interior 
Ministry special forces detachment taking 
part in Mykolaiv’s defense.

“I want to say that with each passing day 
the morale and psychological resilience of 
Ukrainians and this city is only growing. I 
have worked with Ukrainian intelligence 
agencies and I can tell you that the morale 
of the Russian armed forces is plunging 
with every blow that our forces strike 
against them. We will increase our strikes 
to such an extent that all they will think 
about is running away as fast as they can,” 
Mr. Kostenko said.

He urged Russian officers who are 
appalled by their country’s attacks on inno-
cent civilians to surrender.

He warned that Ukrainian authorities 
were using information found in aban-
doned or captured Russian vehicles to 
compile a list of names and home address-
es of everyone who had attacked civilians 
or committed war crimes.

“I assure them that after this war is over, 
we will act as the Israelis do and we will 
come after every one of them and punish 
them,” Mr. Kostenko said.

A senior Ukrainian military official, Gen. 
Dmytro Marchenko who has been involved 
in the city’s defense, warned Russian offi-
cers or others who give orders for their 
men to fire on civilians that the Ukrainians 
would kill 10 of their soldiers for each civil-
ian killed.

“So, I strongly recommend that they 
don’t interfere with the civilian population 
because all of them will be held responsi-
ble,” Mr. Marchenko said.

“We know who these people are. We 
have a vast amount of intelligence, includ-
ing much from our American partners, that 

consists of photos where we can see faces, 
we can see when those guys go [to the 
bathroom],” Mr. Marchenko said.

He added that the Russians were leaving 
the bodies of many of their dead where 
they fell.

“It’s unpleasant to say this, but their 
corpses are food for stray dogs. We’re not 
able to retrieve them because of continuing 
Russian fire in those areas,” Mr. Marchenko 
said.

“We guarantee we won’t shoot any 
Russian soldiers who give up. Also, we 
guarantee that no harm will come to 
Russian tank crews if they come toward 
our lines with their main guns turned away 
from us,” Mr. Marchenko said.

“If they have committed crimes, they 
will be tried, but they will be alive. The rest 
of them will become dog food,” Mr. 
Marchenko said.

Mr. Kim, who was born in Mykolaiv and 
whose grandparents were Korean, spoke 
about his family’s history. Many Koreans 
were sent to the Soviet Union by commu-
nists to perform hard labor during the 
Korean War in the 1950s.

Some of those individuals managed to 
remain in the former Soviet Union. Mr. 
Kim’s father, a son of such grandparents, 
married a Ukrainian woman. He became a 
successful entrepreneur by founding a sus-
sessful development, agriculture and infor-
mation technology company that, prior to 
the war, operated throughout Ukraine.

He first ventured into politics by sup-
porting Volodymyr Zelenskyy in his suc-
cessful 2019 campaign to become 
Ukraine’s president. The following year, Mr. 
Kim won the race to become the region’s 
governor. He ran on a ticket promising to 
battle corruption and use his own business 
acumen to reform and boost the region’s 
economy.

Mr. Kim said he had no military experi-
ence, but he was confident his business 
and entrepreneurial skills would help him 
now.

“I have always tried to think in a non-
standard way – out of the box. I didn’t have 
rich parents and I’m a self-made business-
man. In business it’s important to learn 
very quickly and now I am learning rapidly 
about military matters,” Mr. Kim said.

He then paused a moment and chose his 
words deliberately.

“We are not going to give the Russians 
our city,” Mr. Kim said. “If they manage to 
enter, they will be attacked from every 
direction. We have a grid system of streets 
with many high buildings and it will be 
easy to use Molotov cocktails [thrown] 
from the roofs. They will be burned out.”

(Continued from page 1)

Mykolaiv’s defiant...

every small material manifestation of this 
support translates into deepening depen-
dence upon this domineering strategic 
partner (Russiancouncil.ru, March 15). The 
fact that the U.S. and China engage in hard, 
even if inconclusive, high-level discussions 
on the war in Ukraine – without Russia 
being present at talks that might decide its 
future – amounts to a very serious political 
setback (Grani.ru, March 17).

Interactions with Washington are of piv-
otal importance for Moscow, but it is also 
experiencing a series of upsets in relations 
with Europe. It declared an intention to 
withdraw from the Council of Europe, but 
this organization took a pro-active stance 
and voted to expel Russia (Republic.ru, 
March 18). The European Union (EU) has 
approved a new package of sanctions and 
expanded investigations into the networks 
enabling Russian export of corruption 
(Novaya Gazeta, March 18). The joint visit 

of three prime ministers (of Poland, the 
Czech Republic and Slovenia) to Kyiv on 
March 15 was not only a gesture of support 
but also proof positive of Russia’s failure to 
put Ukraine’s capital under siege (Izvestia, 
March 15). Putin may find satisfaction in 
phone conversations with French President 
Emmanuel Macron and German Chancellor 
Olaf Scholz, but his repute has plunged 
even among the right-wing parties that 
used to praise his devotion to conservative 
values (Kommersant, March 17). European 
governments and citizens extend extraordi-
nary generosity to help refugees from 
Ukraine, and while this outflow has passed 
the mark of 3 million people, some 250,000 
Russians have also chosen to leave the 
country, which cannot possibly sustain any 
resemblance of normal existence in tight-
ening isolation (Forbes.ru, March 17).

Every setback in the international arena 
prompts Putin’s war court to increase con-
trol over domestic policy and expand 
repressions of any kind of dissent, so that 
not only the word “war” is banned, but 
every mention of “peace” is treated as an 

act of extremism (Svoboda.org, March 18). 
The Kremlin is worried about hidden dis-
content in the middle class, most affected 
by the sudden disruption of a habitual life-
style, and also about the mixed feelings in 
the more numerous lower class, which 
used to form a solid support base for auto-
cratic order (Meduza,  March 19; 
Nezavisimaya Gazeta, March 16). Seeking 
to mobilize “patriotic” enthusiasm, Putin 
performed his usual pep-talk at a mass 
rally in Moscow, but it was staged so hastily 
that the TV coverage was interrupted by 
technical breakdowns (Novaya Gazeta, 
March 18). The content of that speech set a 
new low in the degradation of political dis-
course, as Putin lashed out against “nation-
traitors,” a term borrowed from the Nazi 
German propaganda (Moskovsky 
Komsomolets, March 17). The emphatically 
proclaimed instruction on exterminating 
the “fifth column” of saboteurs of the 
enforced but non-existent unity around the 
messianic leader translates into an attempt 
to erase all features and all carriers of 
Russia’s European identity (Vazhnye Istorii, 

March 14).
What is intended as necessary measures 

of national mobilization against hostile 
external pressure actually amounts to an 
accelerated disruption of crucial economic 
support systems and social fabric. The war, 
which only in the extreme flight of geopolit-
ical imagination could have been planned 
as a short victorious campaign, has inevita-
bly turned into a protracted and exhausting 
stalemate, for which Russia has neither 
trained reserves nor stockpiled resources, 
nor economic stomach. As Ukraine forges 
in this tragic war its new national identity 
and anchors itself firmly to Europe, Russia 
stumbles on the road that leads to its self-
destruction. Every political defeat leaves 
less space for doubt about the forthcoming 
collapse of Putin’s criminal regime, but the 
risks of this cataclysm are yet to be mea-
sured.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)

Stalled military...
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Binghamton community hosts “Stand with Ukraine” events

Plast’s Newark branch and American scouts team up to create and send medical kits to Ukraine

by Lubomyr Zobniw

BINGHAMTON, N.Y. – The Ukrainian 
community of Binghamton, N.Y., held 
“Stand with Ukraine” events on March 4-6 
that included a flag raising ceremony, rep-
resentation at the local St. Patrick’s Day 
parade, as well as a rally at Binghamton 
City Hall.

The events were coordinated by the 
local branch of the Ukrainian Congress 
Committee of America (UCCA), in conjunc-
tion with the local Ukrainian Orthodox, 
Ukrainian Catholic and Ukrainian 
Pentecostal churches.

On March 4 at 11:30 a.m., a special 
photo opportunity event was held with 
Binghamton Mayor Jared M. Kraham dur-

ing a Ukrainian flag raising ceremony to 
kick off the three-day schedule. At this 
event, participants recited the U.S. Pledge 
of Allegiance, and the mayor with children 
in traditional Ukrainian embroidered shirts 
raised the Ukrainian flag during the singing 
of the Ukrainian national anthem.

Mr. Kraham, who previously served as 
assist mayor, reaffirmed his support for 
Ukraine. He said he was familiar with 
Lubomyr Zobniw, chairman of the 
Binghamton branch of UCCA, and he quot-
ed Maria Koropey Zobniw’s previously-
stated belief that “Ukrainian history teach-
es us that national independence is pre-
cious and hard earned, and that we should 
share our Ukrainian heritage within our 

local community.”
Members of the Ukrainian community in 

Binghamton joined the local St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade on March 5, with Olenka and 
Sofia Czabala carrying the “Stand with 
Ukraine” banner in the lead. They were fol-
lowed by individuals carrying Ukrainian 
flags, signs and other participants who 
were dressed in traditional Ukrainian 
embroidered shirts. The large Irish audi-
ence along the path greeted Ukrainian par-
ticipants with applause, thrown kisses and 
vocal greetings.

A “Stand with Ukraine” rally at 
Binghamton City Hall was held on March 6 

by Roma Hadzewycz

WHIPPANY, N.J. – In mid-March, the call went out to 
members of Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization’s 
branch in Newark, N.J., to become involved in a major proj-
ect to send much-needed medical supplies to soldiers 
defending Ukraine against Russia’s brutal war.

“The Newark ‘stanytsia’ [branch] stands with Ukraine in 
these unprecedented times,” wrote Roman Shyprykevych, 
leader (“stanychnyi”) of the Newark Plast branch. He 
announced that a special meeting was being organized for 
March 16 at the Ukrainian American Cultural Center of 

New Jersey (UACCNJ), where the Newark branch is head-
quartered, for the purpose of creating Individual First Aid 
Kits (IFAKs) for Ukraine. 

The kit was designed by Dr. Dan Olesnicky, a Plast scout 
and tactical physician from California. Plast Newark volun-
teers were advised to watch Dr. Olesnicky’s instructional 
video, posted on YouTube, to learn how to make the kits, 
which are compact and easy to use by anyone administer-
ing emergency first aid.

Volunteers were also asked to buy components for the 
medical kits and to borrow or buy vacuum food sealers 
essential to the task at hand.

The kits include such items as disposable vinyl gloves, 
surgical dressings, butterfly bandages, heavy-duty adhe-
sive bandages, large gauze pads, self-adhering wrap ban-
dages, rolled gauze and triple antibiotic ointment. Plast 
Newark included these items on a “wish list” available for 
purchase on Amazon (https://www.amazon.com/hz/
wishlist/ls/GL5332CBR2NL). 

At that Amazon link, it was explained that, “Plast volun-
teers are working to purchase, collect, pack and help ship 

medical and humanitarian aid to wounded soldiers, their 
families and displaced persons. We stand with Ukraine.” 

The principal participants in the March 16 volunteer 
effort were the Plast scouts who would normally be 
attending their weekly meetings, along with their scout-
masters. They were joined by Plast parents and adult 
members of the branch, as well as Scouts BSA Troop 1936 
of Morristown, N.J. This girls-only troop, which offers the 
same program as Boy Scouts, was founded in 2019. 

Local American scouts had been invited to join the 
effort, Mr. Shyprykevych said, and Troop 1936 promptly 
responded. Ten of the troop’s scouts, together with two 
scoutmasters and several parents, arrived to help.

In all, more than 90 volunteers came that evening – 
many more than had been originally expected. The second 
largest hall of the UACCNJ buzzed with activity. Using 
assembly-line methods, the volunteers efficiently and 
quickly packed the first aid kit components into water-
proof plastic pouches, which were then vacuum sealed.

Lubomyr Zobniw (center, wearing a traditional Ukrainian embroidered shirt), chair
man of the Binghamton branch of UCCA, was joined by Binghamton Mayor Jared 
M. Kraham (left of Mr. Zobniw) and participants of the flag raising ceremony at 

Binghamton City Hall on March 4.

Serhij Pechenyy

Ukrainian community members took part in a local St. Patrick’s Day parade in 
Binghamton, N.Y., on March 5. (Continued on page 12)

(Continued on page 12)

Members of Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization’s Newark branch and Scout BSA Troop 1936 of Morristown 
who participated in the IfAK assembly project on March 16.

Mark Dulyn

Some of the boxes of IfAKs packed, labelled and ready 
for shipping to Ukraine.

Roman Shyprykevychych
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at 1 p.m. Mr. Zobniw introduced Stephan 
Wasylko, who served as an emcee of the 
event.  

“Our goal today is to demonstrate that 
we, as a civilized people in the year 2022, 
stand together for peace, human rights and 
an end to the unprovoked invasion of 
Ukraine, and a free and democratic nation,” 
Mr. Wasylko said. “[It is] a beautiful nation, 
rich in history, culture and traditions, which 
has been denied its very right to exist by an 
evil, barbaric tyrant named Vladimir Putin.”

At the podium, Father Teodor Czabala of 
Sacred Heart Ukrainian Catholic Church 
gave the blessing.

Talented singers Eugene Czebiniak, as 
well as Stefan and Victor Czumak, sang 
“Prayer for Ukraine” in Ukrainian. Olenka 
Czabala share the words of “Prayer for 
Ukraine” in English.

Since the 1950s, the local UCCA branch 
in Binghamton, N.Y., has coordinated with 
Binghamton City Hall and the press on 
behalf of Ukrainian Americans to commem-
orate, celebrate and hold “Stand with 
Ukraine” events.

The three Ukrainian churches: Ukrainian 
Catholic, Ukrainian Orthodox and Ukrainian 
Pentecostal churches in Bingham ton, N.Y., 
are hubs of the Ukrainian American com-
munity.

Robert Watson designed the large banner 
with “Stand with Ukraine” text overlaid over 
a map of Ukraine and the Ukrainian trident.

The Ukrainian community is grateful to 
all for preparing signs and for placing 
Ukrainian flags on poles for the events.

Mr. Wasylko, who served at the U.S. 
Embassy in Ukraine, and Mr. Zobniw were 
interviewed by members of the local press 
and televisions stations about the war in 
Ukraine.

The Binghamton American Civic 
Association displayed a large, highlighted 
“Stand with Ukraine” banner and spread 
the word through its Facebook page.

Additional support came from the 
Binghamton Center Sport Complex that was 
lit up in blue and yellow and flags at the 
town of Dickinson were all set at half-mast.

Greetings were received from Mr. 
Kraham, Broome County Executive Jason 
Garnar, New York State Legislator Donna 

Lupardo, U.S. Rep. Claudia Tenney’s 
Regional Outreach Director Edward Hickey, 
Dickenson Town Supervisor Michael 
Marinaccio, Broome County District 
Attorney Mike Korchak, District 12 County 
Legislator Karen Beebe, City Councilor 
Sophia Resciniti and Johnson City Mayor 
Martin Meaney.

Father Ivan Synevskyy of St. John the 
Baptist Ukrainian Orthodox Church shared 
the Prayer for Peace in Ukraine with all.

The musical segment was performed by 
Taras Boyko, Irina Makosiy, Anna Petchenyi, 
Nadya Petchenyi, Emily Pradun, Leo 
Pradun and Katerina Yurkiv. They per-
formed a collection of instrumentals pieces 
and sang “Melodia” by Myorslav Skoryk, “Ya 
pidu daleki hory” and “Obiymy mene” by 
Volodymyr Ivasiuk.

(Continued from page 11)
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The goal that day was to assemble 1,000 
IFAKs, and that was easily surpassed as 
1,155 medical kits were completed in just 
over one hour.

Mr. Shyprykevych added that children’s 
drawings and letters to Ukraine’s soldiers 
were inserted into each box of IFAKs pre-
pared for shipment to Ukraine.

“Our Plast scouts expressed their love, 
support, admiration and gratitude to the 

defenders of Ukraine,” Mr. Shyprykevych 
said.

Members of Troop 1936 brought their 
own drawings “to demonstrate their soli-
darity with and support of Ukraine during 
this very difficult time for our homeland,” 
he added.

Afterwards, in a message e-mailed to 
Plast Newark branch members, Mr. 
Shyprykevych wrote: “I would like to thank 
you all for all the overwhelming support 
and your hard work during our MedKit 
assembly night! We all worked very hard 
and showed our true commitment and pas-
sion! … The support that we are providing 
as scouts is crucial for the Ukrainian people 
in this difficult time. Great job, everyone! 
Well done!”

He extended a special thank-you to 
Troop 1936: “We appreciate an opportuni-
ty to meet with your wonderful team mem-
bers and are very grateful for your willing-
ness to help Ukraine.”

Mr. Shyprykevych told The Weekly that 
he foresees continued cooperation between 
his Plast branch and American scouts in the 
area as Plast tries to engage the broader 
community in Morris County.

On March 20, the boxes of IFAKs were on 
their way to Ukraine via the shipping com-
pany Meest-America Inc. Once in Ukraine, 
the IFAKs are distributed by Plast groups to 
army and territorial defense units as need-
ed. As Russia’s war on Ukraine began, Plast 
had established its own Military Support 
Headquarters to assist Ukraine’s fighting 
forces and to provide humanitarian aid to 

affected populations. The distribution of 
medical kits is a key part of that assistance.

Plast Newark’s IFAK project continues, 
with more assembly events already sched-
uled for late March and April. However, Mr. 
Shyprykevych added that the effort will 
continue “as long as there is a need to help 
Ukraine’s defenders.”

On the national level, Plast Ukrainian 
Scouting Organization – USA has unveiled 
its “Scouts for Ukraine” program (https://
aid.plastusa.org/wp/), which aims to “save 
lives of countless Ukrainians by providing 
aid to those affected by the war.”

Among the projects being promoted is 
the making of first aid kits, and Plast USA 
says it “asks volunteer groups around the 
country to participate in this important ini-
tiative to help save lives and raise aware-
ness about the war in Ukraine in your com-
munity.”

The IFAK project has been undertaken 
by many Plast branches throughout the 
United States,  including those in 
Philadelphia, Boston, Chicago, Detroit, 
Passaic, N.J., Washington, D.C., and Yonkers, 
N.Y., photos of whose efforts have been 
posted on the Plast USA Facebook page.

(Continued from page 11)

Plast’s Newark...

Irena Sawchyn Doll, a Ukrainian American who took 
part in the annual St. Patrick’s Day parade in 
Morristown, N.J., on March 19, sang the Ukrainian 
national anthem as an unidentified individual played 

the bagpipes.

Alexandra Heimur
MORRISTOWN, N.J. – More than 50 members of the Ukrainian American community in New Jersey participated 
in the St. Patrick’s Day parade in Morristown, N.J., on March 19 The representatives of the Ukrainian community, 
who were invited to march in the annual parade by the American Legion Post 59, walked the parade and received 
an astonishingly emotional and positive response from the very large crowd of spectators. The Morristown parade is 
the largest of its kind in New Jersey. It has been held since 1991, attracting thousands of participants and onlookers 
each year.

– Irena Sawchyn Doll

Michael Zawadiwsky

 Morristown parade

Volunteers at work assembling medical kits for Ukraine’s military.
Roman Shyprykevych

A sampling of letters sent to Ukraine’s 
defenders from Plast members and 

scouts in the U.S.

Oksana Shyprykevych
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tage of it by taking on a peacemaking role.
“If [Mr.] Xi could persuade Putin to end 

the conflict, he would have gained interna-
tional acclaim and made China look great 
again. Even if he should fail, Beijing would 
still have earned international gratitude for 
trying. But China did not even try, despite 
its talk of neutrality and a wish for the con-
flict to end quickly. Chinese professional 
diplomats can see the value of this option, 
but they can’t get this past [Mr.] Xi.

“The reality is that China’s policy is dic-
tated by [Mr.] Xi and he supports Putin. 
Allowing a fellow Leninist strongman to fail 
could encourage challenges to his own 
authority in China. [Mr.] Xi also shares 
Putin’s commitment to making the world 
safe for authoritarianism and challenging 
U.S. global leadership. It means we can’t 
expect China to play a constructive role in 
Ukraine, as [Mr.] Xi’s focus is not what is 
best for the world or China, but rather what 
is best for him as the strongman of China.

Look to China’s actions, not its words

Ryan Hass, senior fellow at the 
Brookings Institution in Washington and 
former director for China on the U.S. 
National Security Council, said the follow-
ing about the situation:

“Beijing’s initial assumptions about the 
potential benefits China may derive from 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine are becoming 
less tenable by the day.

“At the outset, many strategic thinkers in 

Beijing reportedly believed Russia’s inva-
sion would divert American focus to 
Europe. They assumed the toll of war 
would diminish American power and 
potentially strain transatlantic unity. They 
also expected that Russia would become 
more isolated and dependent on China, giv-
ing Beijing leverage to extract concessions 
from Moscow, much as was the case follow-
ing Russia’s invasion of Crimea in 2014.

“Instead, one month into the conflict, 
transatlantic unity is arguably as strong as 
it has been at any point since the 1991 Gulf 
War. The speed and scale of Western sanc-
tions on Russia exceeded Beijing’s expecta-
tions and Russia appears on a trajectory of 
becoming a rapidly depreciating strategic 
asset in the international system.

“As the world’s leading importer of oil 
and a leading purchaser of food and com-
modities, China is also being disproportion-
ately harmed economically by volatility in 
global markets for such goods.

“Chinese officials with whom I have spo-
ken are willing to acknowledge privately that 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine has harmed 
China’s interests. Even so, do not expect 
China to publicly condemn Russia’s behavior.

“Instead, Chinese officials almost surely 
can be counted on to lend public support to 
Russia. While words are important, actions 
matter more. The key measure of China’s 
role in the conflict will be what China does 
– and does not do – to demonstrate its sup-
port for Russia.

China has no plans to ditch Russia

Melissa Chan, Berlin-based contributor 
to The Global Reporting Center and former 

(Continued from page 4)

How has Russia’s... China correspondent, had the following to 
say about the situation:

“We’ve seen so many analysts dissect 
every comment from Chinese diplomats 
and every tweet from state media for a sign 
of a shift in China’s position, believing that 
the terrible images of war crimes in 
Ukraine would surely drive Beijing to dis-
tance itself from Russia.

“One month into the conflict, however, 
the fact is that China will still not call what 
is happening an ‘invasion.’

“Troublingly, we see a convergence of 
doublespeak to outright conspiracy theo-
ries being touted by both Chinese and 
Russian diplomats and state media engines 
– domestically and abroad – and through 
proxies on social media. Beijing and 
Moscow now share the same messaging in 
a way that disinformation specialists have 
previously not observed.

“Chinese diplomats have used some lan-
guage that appears to distance the country 
from the Russian offensive, and Beijing has 
denied that it will provide arms to Moscow. 
We have seen Chinese scholars weigh in 
with diverse opinions, but the relationship 
between the two countries is not deter-
mined by these voices – it is largely deter-
mined by two secretive and isolated men: 
Putin and [Mr.] Xi.

“We really don’t know much about 
either man’s thinking. Attention has been 
given to Putin’s COVID-19 bunker mentali-
ty, but we should remember that [Mr.] Xi 
has lived and operated similarly for the last 
two years. Unless Beijing renounces its dec-
laration made during the Winter Olympics 
that its relationship with Russia has ‘no 
limits,’ we should not assume otherwise.

The view from Ukraine

Yurii Poita, head of the Asia-Pacific 
Section at the Kyiv-based Center for Army, 
Conversion and Disarmament Studies, had 
the following to say about the situation:

“While Beijing will continue to diplomat-
ically and informationally support Moscow 
in the future, the last month has shown that 
China-Russia cooperation has quite clear 
boundaries which the Chinese leadership is 
not yet ready to cross. This mainly con-
cerns avoiding military and military-techni-
cal aid to Russia as well as significant assis-
tance in overcoming sanctions.

“In Ukraine, Beijing’s so-called ‘pro-Rus-
sian neutrality’ does not cause much enthu-
siasm. In the expert community, it is 
believed that China, with its tacit consent 
for Moscow’s war, also bears its share of 
responsibility for the Russian invasion and 
even that China’s lack of condemnation of 
the Kremlin’s actions indicates an indirect 
support for Russia’s war crimes.

“In practice, as long as China does not 
provide military or other direct assistance 
to Russia, this will be more or less accept-
able for Kyiv. Officially, the Ukrainian gov-
ernment will maintain friendly relations 
with Beijing as much as possible.

“However, if China wants to be a truly 
global and responsible player, it must take a 
position consistent with international law. 
Otherwise, one way or another, its position 
in Ukraine, Central and Eastern Europe, and 
the EU will be significantly undermined.

“In Ukraine, the discourse in China’s 
state-run media is also perceived negative-
ly, as it mostly repeats pro-Russian narra-
tives and disinformation and also excludes 
Ukraine’s participation in the war, instead 
framing it as Russia’s confrontation with 
NATO, the United States and the EU.

“China should understand that Ukraine 
is a sovereign state. It is not a Russian gray 
area or a puppet of the West. Ukraine has 
its own national interests, and this should 
be taken seriously by Beijing.

A bet that isn’t paying off

Zsuzsa Anna Ferenczy, fellow at National 
Dong Hwa University in Taiwan and former 

adviser to the European Parliament, said 
the following about the situation:

“A month into the war, Putin’s gamble 
has turned into a strategic dilemma for 
[Mr.] Xi.

“For now, there is no easy exit for 
Beijing, there are only difficult questions to 
address. What role will [Mr.] Xi choose to 
play and how can he reconcile his interests 
to uphold sovereignty, territorial integrity 
and his geopolitical agenda for global lead-
ership while maintaining cooperation with 
the EU?

“Moscow and Beijing have thrived for 
years on the EU’s lack of political will to act 
to protect its interests, undermining the 
bloc and discrediting democracy without 
having to face any consequences – until 
Putin’s invasion of Ukraine.

“This aggression has led to a level of 
coordination and joint action in Brussels 
that will have far-reaching consequences 
not just for the EU, but also for China’s ties 
with Russia and for China’s role in the 
world.

“The path [Mr.] Xi takes regarding Putin’s 
war will put China’s global image and credi-
bility on the line, forcing [Mr.] Xi to reexam-
ine the value that China’s ‘strategic partner-
ship’ with Russia holds for Beijing.

“Should Beijing choose to help Moscow 
circumvent international sanctions, there 
will be a high price to pay once secondary 
sanctions on China start kicking in. [Mr.] Xi 
risks finding himself entangled in an inter-
national security situation that leaves 
Beijing more closely scrutinized than ever 
before.

“Undermining European and global 
security might finally have real conse-
quences for Beijing and Moscow.

The Ukraine war will have 
 global ripple effects

Raffaello Pantucci, senior fellow at 
London’s Royal United Services Institute, 
said the following of the situation:

“While the durability of the China-Russia 
relationship is not in itself surprising, the 
sharpness and degree with which Beijing 
seems willing to back Moscow as the situa-
tion on the ground drags on and the West 
pushes with ever stronger sanctions high-
lights how tightly bound both countries are 
at the moment.

“Few of the details that have emerged 
have been very surprising: Chinese firms 
are still not willing to place themselves in 
the crosshairs of American sanctions, while 
the reports of possible desired arms sales 
from China to Russia have yet to be con-
firmed.

“This crisis is also showing how the 
Moscow-Beijing dynamic will echo in ways 
that will confuse the democracies versus 
autocracies narrative that the West likes to 
advance.

“What has perhaps been less noticed is 
the way in which India and Pakistan have 
been interacting and seem to support 
Moscow. In many ways this gives China 
cover for its support for Moscow, while also 
opening up an interesting dynamic in South 
Asia that could complicate attempts by the 
West to use India as a keynote Asian ally in 
their confrontation with China.

“In terms of whether the views of each 
other have changed: I would suspect the 
Chinese might now be slightly less in awe 
of their Russian military counterparts but, 
at the same time, they remain the most bat-
tle-hardened army around that China is 
able to do exercises with. This suggests an 
interesting possible future dynamic in the 
military-to-military relationship.

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-war-china-
russia-relationship-analysts/31769130.html).
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U.S. says ‘war crimes’ committed

The U.S. government has determined 
that members of Russia’s forces have com-
mitted war crimes during the country’s 
invasion of Ukraine, Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken said on March 23. “Today, I 
can announce that, based on information 
currently available, the U.S. government 
assesses that members of Russia’s forces 
have committed war crimes in Ukraine,” 
Mr. Blinken said in a statement. “Our 
assessment is based on a careful review of 
available information from public and 
intelligence sources,” Mr. Blinken said. “As 
with any alleged crime, a court of law with 
jurisdiction over the crime is ultimately 
responsible for determining criminal guilt 
in specific cases,” he added. The 
International Criminal Court in The Hague 
generally prosecutes alleged war crimes. 
U.S. President Joe Biden had called 
Russian President Vladimir Putin a “war 

criminal” when talking to journalists on 
March 16, sparking an angry reaction from 
Moscow. The U.S. military accused Russian 
forces on March 21 of committing war 
crimes in their bloody invasion, while 
European and Ukrainian officials have also 
used the term in describing Russia’s 
actions. In addition, Mr. Blinken himself 
had previously called Russia’s attacks on 
Ukraine “war crimes,” but this is the first 
official statement by the U.S. government 
declaring the assessment, headlined: “War 
Crimes by Russia’s Forces in Ukraine,” the 
statement said. “Since launching his unpro-
voked and unjust war of choice, Russian 
President Vladimir Putin has unleashed 
unrelenting violence that has caused death 
and destruction across Ukraine,” the state-
ment added. “We’ve seen numerous credi-
ble reports of indiscriminate attacks and 
attacks deliberately targeting civilians, as 
well as other atrocities. Russia’s forces 
have destroyed apartment buildings, 
schools, hospitals, critical infrastructure, 
civilian vehicles, shopping centers and 
ambulances, leaving thousands of innocent 
civilians killed or wounded.” (RFE/RL, 

based on reporting by AP, AFP Reuters)

Belarus shuts Ukrainian consulate

The Belarusian government has shut 
down Ukraine’s consulate in the western 
city of Brest and ordered an unspecified 
number of Ukrainian diplomats to leave the 
Ukrainian Embassy in Minsk as Belarus 
continues to assist Russian armed forces in 
their attacks against Ukraine. Belarusian 
Foreign Affairs Ministry spokesman Anatol 
Hlaz said on March 23 that Ukraine’s 
ambassador and four employees at the 
embassy in Minsk will be allowed to stay in 
the country, while the rest of the staff will 
be forced to leave. Mr. Hlaz added that the 
move was made due to “Ukraine’s numer-
ous unfriendly actions” conducted for 
many years “to irresponsibly destroy inter-

state relations” with Belarus. A day earlier, 
Belarus’s security service (KGB) said in a 
statement that at least 10 employees at the 
Ukrainian Embassy, which accounts for 
almost half of the diplomatic mission’s staff, 
were actually “staff members of the 
Ukrainian Defense Ministry’s main intelli-
gence directorate” and allegedly “involved 
in recruiting agents and collecting classi-
fied data.” On March 19, Belarus recalled all 
of its embassy staff in Kyiv, which prompt-
ed speculation that Belarus was preparing 
to send its troops to Ukraine to help 
Russian armed forces. Belarus has aided 
Russian President Vladimir Putin by allow-
ing Belarusian territory to be used by 
Russians troops to launch attacks against 

(Continued on page 17)
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NEWSBRIEFS

Joseph Boris Hyczko
January 8, 1945 - March 16, 2022

Joseph Boris Hyczko, 77, passed away 
on Wednesday, March 16, 2022, at his 

home surrounded by his family. He was born in 
Stara Lubovnia, Czechoslovakia to the late Boris 
and Katherina Rusnak Hyczko on January 8, 1945. In 
addition to his parents, he was preceded in death by 
his infant son, Steven Boris Hyczko, and brother, Mikolaj Hyczko.

Family was the axis upon which Joseph’s world revolved. With a 13 year 
courtship and a marriage of over 38 years, Monica was not only Joseph’s 
wife; she was his best friend and companion. Joseph was proud of his 
children and loved doting on his only granddaughter.

Joseph was also very proud of his Ukrainian heritage and would often 
tell stories about his childhood. He would always keep abreast of the 
current events in his home country. Joseph proudly served the United 
States in the Army during the Vietnam War. Following his service to his 
country, Joseph worked many positions in information technology and 
retired from Metropolitan Life Insurance Company.

The family will remember Joseph’s life at a later date in a private setting.
Joseph is survived by his wife, Monica Berrios Hyczko; daughter, 

Natalie Katherina Elizabeth Hyczko and husband, Daniel; son, Andrew 
Boris Vincent Hyczko; son, Jason Perez; and granddaughter, Evangeline 
Wren Paashaus. He is also survived by his nephews, Boris “Ray” Hyczko 
and wife, Ida, Mark Hyczko and wife, Nadine, and Roberto Quinones; and 
great-nieces, Anna Hyczko and Ariana Hyczko. Joseph is also survived 
by many nieces and nephews from the Berrios, Cumba, Maury, and 
Quinones families, that he loved very much.

In lieu of � owers, the family suggests memorials be given in Joseph’s 
memory to an organization that will assist those currently a� ected by 
the crisis in Ukraine.

Services are entrusted in the care of Seymour Funeral Home and 
Cremation Service. Online condolences may be sent to the family at 
www.seymourfuneralhome.com.

On the Fifth Anniversary of the passing 
on March 24, 2017, in Madrid, Spain, of

Anatole Bohdanowycz
beloved husband of Antonia,

loving father to Stefan, Natalka, Roman, and Tatiana,
let us remember him in our thoughts and prayers.

You are also greatly missed by your grandchildren, 
brothers, sister, nephews, nieces, and in-laws.

Eternal memory.

On the � rst anniversary 
of Sylvia’s peaceful departure to the Lord on April 2, 2021
You left us lasting memories, your love is still our guide.
And though we cannot see you, you are always at our side.

Our dearest mother, grandmother, great-grandmother and sister

Sylvia (Wenke) Kuziw  
born June 17, 1931

 Zhadova, Bukovyna, Ukraine

In profound sorrow:
daughter    - Kvitka and husband Daniel
son     - Alex and Camille
grandchildren   - Nicholas, Roark with wife Shanna, 
        Danielle with husband Robert, 
        Zachary, Alexa
great grandchildren  - Lilianna, Violet, 
sister    - Daria

Вічная пам’ять! - Eternal Memory.

KULINSKI MEMORIALS
809 SOUTH MAIN STREET • MANVILLE, NJ 08835

• Serving Ukrainian families for over 60 years
• Over 40 granite colors to choose from
• Custom etchings
• House appointments available
• Serving the tri-state area
• 5 minutes from St. Andrew Ukrainian Cemetery  
   in South Bound Brook, NJ

Tel. 800-458-5467  •  908-722-3130  •  Fax 908-253-0027
KulinskiMemorials@msn.com  •  KulinskiMemorials.com
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multiple European public television chan-
nels on the same day, Mr. Zelenskyy said 
that a settlement with Russia would 
require changes to the Ukrainian constitu-
tion; and that he would, as president, sub-
mit those changes to popular referendums 
(Ukrinform, March 21).

In contrast to the Normandy and Minsk 
Contact Group processes (from 2014 
through early 2022), the current negotia-
tions are strictly bilateral, not mediated by 
any third party. Western governments and 
even the Russia-amenable Organization for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) 
are excluded. Several international states-
men (Turkish President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan, Israeli Prime Minister Naftali 
Bennett, Swiss Confederation President 
Ignazio Cassis, the former German chancel-
lor and Putin friend Gerhard Schröder, 
among others) have offered their personal 
services to mediate, facilitate or host 
Russian-Ukrainian negotiations. Putin, 
however, has turned all those offers down. 
Moscow insists, and Kyiv accepts, that 
these negotiations are a matter for the 
Russian and Ukrainian presidentially 
appointed delegations only. Mr. Zelenskyy 
has attempted to move the talks to a 
European capital and proposed a number 
of options, but the Kremlin turned them all 
down.

A strictly bilateral, untransparent chan-
nel is tailor-made for Russian exploitation. 

Kyiv’s delegation is not up to the task of 
informing the Ukrainian or international 
public about what is happening in this 
channel. Its senior figures have no profes-
sional background in international rela-
tions or prior experience in that field. The 
presidential office under Andriy Yermak is 
the lead agency on the Ukrainian side in 
these negotiations and it prioritizes per-
sonal control, not institutional competence.

Foreign Affairs Minister Dmytro Kuleba 
met separately with his Russian counter-
part, Sergei Lavrov, on March 10 in Turkey, 
attempting to set up a parallel channel. Mr. 
Lavrov allowed a theoretical possibility of 
discussing humanitarian matters (e.g., 
relief corridors) in such a channel in the 
future but ruled out any political discus-
sions, these being reserved exclusively for 
the presidentially-appointed delegations in 
the existing track (Mid.ru, March 10).

Vladimir Medinsky is Russia’s delegation 
chief, replacing Dmitry Kozak as the main 
negotiator with Ukraine. Both are Russified 
Ukrainians in imperial service. Mr. Kozak is 
currently supervising the Donetsk and 
Luhansk “people’s republics,” which Russia 
recognizes as “independent” and handles 
separately from Ukraine (see EDM, 
February 22). Mr. Medinsky, formerly min-
ister of culture (2012-2020) and currently 
an aide to Putin since 2020, chairs Russia’s 
state commissions on “historical enlighten-
ment” (popularizing the official version of 
history) and on military history, tasked to 
fight Russia’s “memory wars.” Ukraine 
holds a front-and-center place in Putin’s 
conception of Russian history. Mr. 

Medinsky is certain to push for the reimpo-
sition of Russian cultural influence in 
Ukraine as an integral component of any 
Russian-Ukrainian “peace” settlement.

President Zelenskyy and his office 
entered these negotiations announcing that 
an immediate ceasefire and the withdrawal 
of Russian troops from Ukraine are Kyiv’s 
top priorities. Mr. Zelenskyy’s team is 
undoubtedly determined to resist most of 
Russia’s political demands. But they have 
come up against Russia’s tactic of sequenc-
ing the stages in a conflict-resolution pro-
cess. In that sequence, fulfillment of 
Russia’s political conditions comes first as 
the precondition to withdrawing Russian 
forces from the country’s territory. Such 
sequencing was Russia’s playbook against 
Ukraine in the Minsk “agreements” from 
2014 to 2020. It is also Russia’s playbook 
against Moldova on the Transnistrian con-
flict from 1992 to date. Russia continues 
applying the same tactic against Ukraine in 
the current negotiations.

Two weeks into the negotiations, Mr. 
Zelenskyy’s team seemed to acknowledge 
this situation. In an interview for the Polish 
press, also published on the Ukrainian 
presidential website, Mr. Podoliak stated: 
“Immediate ceasefire and immediate with-
drawal of Russian forces from Ukraine’s 
territory is one [sic] of the key aspects of a 
peace agreement. … Unfortunately, the pro-
cess is not as fast as we would like it to be. 
… After signing that agreement, Russia will 
have no choice but to begin the immediate 
withdrawal of its armed forces from 
Ukraine’s territory. … Ukraine wants to 
spell out in detail a specific plan for the 
withdrawal of Russian troops, legally verify 
it and gain the support of international 
partners” (President.gov.ua, March 17).

Mr. Podoliak’s “Russia will have no 
choice” statement is based on nothing but a 
nebulous reference to international law. 
These remarks indicate that Ukraine’s 

presidential office goes along with Russia’s 
sequencing tactic – Ukrainian political com-
pliance first, Russian military withdrawal 
afterward – under the duress of a full-scale 
Russian war.

During the long saga of the Normandy 
and Minsk processes (2014-2021), Ukraine 
successfully resisted Russia’s demands for 
changes to Ukraine’s constitution. At pres-
ent, however, Mr. Zelenskyy’s team is con-
sidering accepting such changes and “sell-
ing” them to society. Instead of the 
Ukrainian democracy inspiring political 
transformation in Russia, Russia now 
stands to impose political changes on 
Ukraine.

Russia apparently intends to continue 
the war – and hold onto the newly-occu-
pied Ukrainian territories as trump cards – 
until exhausting Kyiv economically and mil-
itarily. At the present rates of economic dis-
location and the current operational tempo, 
Ukraine is liable to reach the point of 
exhaustion earlier than Russia. The 
Kremlin would, at that point, expect Kyiv to 
satisfy Russia’s political objectives at least 
in their essentials (see EDM, February 
22-25, March 17). These would, if accepted, 
severely curtail Ukraine’s sovereignty, per-
manently compromise its security and 
reverse 30 years of nation-state-building 
efforts within Ukraine.

Ukraine’s Western partners can still 
forestall such an outcome by providing the 
Ukrainian military with the equipment it 
needs to dislodge Russian forces from the 
newly-occupied Ukrainian territories. 
Failure to do so would allow Russia to 
wield heavy leverage for a long time to 
come over Ukraine and the NATO member 
countries in Ukraine’s vicinity.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)

Russia smashing...

But the strikes on March 13 shook this 
city hit the International Center for 
Peacekeeping and Security, located in the 
village of Starychi in the Lviv region of 
Ukraine. The missile strikes killed 35 peo-
ple, and another 134 people were hospital-
ized with various injuries, according to the 
head of the Lviv Regional Military 
Administration, Maksym Kozytskyi.

“The airstrike was carried out from the 
Black and Azov seas. The planes took off at 
Saratov airport in Russia. … The Ukrainian 
air defense system worked. We shot down 
some of the missiles in the air,” Mr. 
Kozytskyi said.

The Lviv Regional Military Adminis-
tration was the first to report information 
about the rocket attack.

According to various media reports, six 
cruise missiles were fired at the Interna-
tional Center, but Ukrainian anti-aircraft bat-
teries knocked out two of the six missiles.

The explosions from the four missiles 
that did hit the center were so powerful 
that they could be heard by this correspon-
dent in Lviv.

NATO military personnel and U.S. troops 
responsible for training Ukrainian soldiers 
have previously conducted joint drills 
there.

Mr. Kozytskyi appealed to NATO officials 
to either impose a no-fly zone over Ukraine 
or provide the country with additional 
fighter jets to help it defend against Russian 
missile attacks.

“We reiterate and appeal to all NATO 
governments: NATO, close the sky over 
Ukraine! Close the sky over Ukraine or give 
us military planes! Now that the shelling is 

approaching the borders of NATO coun-
tries, this is the crucial moment!” Mr. 
Kozytskyi said in a Facebook post.

Ukraine’s minister of defense, Oleksiy 
Reznikov, also addressed the attack on 
Twitter.

“Russia has attacked the International 
Center for Peacekeeping and Security near 
Lviv. Foreign instructors work here. 
Information about the victims is being clar-
ified. This is a new terrorist attack on peace 
and security near the EU-NATO border. 
Action must be taken to stop this. Close the 
sky!” Mr. Reznikov wrote.

“The beginning of this day was black. 
Russian missiles and air bombs hit our 
country again. From east to west,” 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
said on March 13 in his daily video address. 

“The shelling of the International Center 
for Peacekeeping and Security killed 35 
people and wounded 134 others. Nothing 
was happening there that could threaten 
the territory of the Russian Federation. And 
only 24 kilometers away are NATO bor-
ders,” the president said.

“Last year, I made a clear warning to 
NATO leaders that if there were no tough 
preventive sanctions against Russia, it 
would start a war. We were right. And now 
I repeat again – if you do not close our sky, 
it is only a matter of time before Russian 
missiles fall on your territory. NATO territo-
ry. On the homes of citizens of NATO coun-
tries,” Mr. Zelenskyy said.

According to the Polish newspaper Onet, 
among the victims at the Peacekeeping 
Center were Dutch volunteers from the 
International Legion. Ukrainian officials did 
not confirm that news.

Ukraine’s Ministry of Defense denied 
information spread in Russian media that 
the strikes killed 180 foreign mercenaries 

who were at the International Peace-
keeping and Security Center when it was 
hit by Russian missiles.

Defense Ministry spokesman Markiyan 
Lubkivsky called that story nothing more 
than Russian propaganda and he said the 
story was not true.

Mr. Lubkivsky said no foreigners were 
among those killed in the attack.

One serviceman who was at the center 
when it was attacked (who asked to be 
anonymous in order to ensure his safety) 
said he heard an air raid siren and went to 
a bomb shelter with other servicemen. But 
they returned back to their barracks when 
the threat of an attack seemed to pass. A 
half hour later, around 5:30 a.m. local time, 
a series of strikes leveled most of the build-
ings at the base.

The serviceman said the attack came in 
three waves, with the first strike sounding 
almost like a strong clap. He said the cra-
ters from the missiles were up to 10 meters 
deep. Following the attacks, personnel on 
ground worked to free others who were 
trapped under the rubble.

All 134 people who were wounded in 
the attack were transported to a military 
hospital in Lviv. They were visited several 
days after the attack by Mr. Kozytskyi and 
the famous Ukrainian musician Sviatoslav 
Vakarchuk.

“Together with Sviatoslav Vakarchuk, we 
visited our soldiers at the hospital. We 
wanted to raise their fighting spirit, and 
they also encouraged us! Despite the inju-
ries and burns, the guys are in a good mood 
and they asked to convey to everyone that 
victory will be ours! We are closer and clos-
er to it, and the [Russians] are already in 
agony,” Mr. Kozytskyi said.

On March 18, people in Lviv could hear 
explosions and see smoke even closer. 

Russia fired rockets in the area of   Lviv air-
port. Several enemy missiles hit the aircraft 
repair plant. The active work of the plant 
was stopped in advance, so there were no 
casualties. One person was injured.

“[Russian] missiles hit the area near Lviv 
airport. I can’t say the address in real-time 
yet, but it’s definitely not an airport,” Mr. 
Sadovyi, the Lviv mayor, said in the 
moments after explosions were heard in 
the city.

Various media reports said six cruise-
style missiles were fired by the Russian mil-
itary, but Ukraine’s air defense system 
destroyed two missiles before they hit their 
targets.

Ukraine’s Minister of Internal Affairs 
Denys Monastyrskyy said there are no plac-
es left in Ukraine today where there is no 
apparent military threat.

“We will no longer name the areas where 
no shelling took place or where representa-
tives of sabotage groups were not found. 
Unfortunately, this has become common-
place for us. In Kyiv, for example, I receive 
daily information about detained represen-
tatives of enemy saboteurs and fire adjust-
ers. They are also in Lviv, Ivano-Frankivsk 
and Rivne regions. This problem is every-
where today,” Mr. Monastyrskyy said.

United States National Security Adviser 
Jake Sullivan said that the strikes on Lviv 
were a sign that Russian President Vladimir 
Putin’s premeditated and unprovoked war 
against Ukraine was not going to plan.

 Putin “is frustrated by the fact that his 
forces are not making the kind of progress 
that he thought that they would make 
against major cities, including Kyiv, that he 
is expanding the number of targets, that he 
is lashing out, and that he is trying to cause 
damage in every part of the country,” Mr. 
Sullivan said.

(Continued from page 1)

Russian missiles...
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strung up in an Irpin cellar. War criminals 
deserve no mercy.

Some folks still insist we must not do 
anything to upset the KGB man in the 
Kremlin. These “do-nothings” have been 
gibbering away for over three weeks, as 
Putin keeps waging war. They worry he’s a 
lunatic who, if “pushed into a corner,” will 
respond by shooting off a nuclear weapon. I 
doubt the military chain of command, 
Putin’s oligarch enablers or even his secret 
police confederates are itching to be incin-
erated along with their vozhd [leader] for 
the greater glory of the Whore of Babylon, 
otherwise known as “Mother Russia.” Far 
more likely is the Russian use of chemical 
or biological weapons of mass destruction. 
If that happens, we’ve already said we’d 
condemn this “war crime” (see above – 

names will never hurt him).
Vladimir Putin is engaged in a genocidal 

project, the end goal of which is to wipe 
Ukraine off the map. While he’s doing that, 
as President Zelenskyy has now realized, 
the West has mostly stood by, taking on the 
role of a Judas, or of a Pilate, take your pick, 
neither story ends well. Since Ukraine will 
never be subjugated, I reckon Russia has 
already lost this war. If ever there was a 
“Great Russia,” there certainly won’t be one 
anymore. Russia is a failed federation, a 
rogue state, a marginal power that has no 
place in Europe. As for the majority of 
Russians who support Putin, they are like 
the lepers of old – to be rigorously sanc-
tioned, kept away from civilized company.

Unfortunately, the West has also lost this 
war. We dithered and did far too little for 
too long instead of standing with Ukraine. 
We forgot what even Mr. Trudeau seems to 
know – we would all have been stronger if 
we had only stood together from the start.

(Continued from page 7)

Dithering...

Ukrainian weekly that half of the city’s 
defenders are comprised of National 
Guardsmen and Marines. They did not dis-
close their numbers so the enemy would 
not be privy to that information. 

The Dnipro River port city of Mykolayiv 
still stands and the military says Russia is 
now regrouping to instead advance on 
Kryvyi-Rih in the Dnipropetrovsk region of 
Ukraine. Odesa, a Black Sea port city, has 
been largely unscathed and is heavily forti-
fied.

Ukrainian military intelligence assess-
ments gradually increased the risk that 
Belarusian forces might join the invasion, 
but press pool reporters at the U.S. Defense 
Department cite officials saying they see no 
evidence so far of an engagement. Belarus 
allowed Russia to quickly advance from the 
north on Kyiv in the early stages of the inva-
sion when about 12,500 square kilometers 
of territory – about the size of Connecticut – 
was seized in the first three days.

There are conflicting reports between 
what Kyiv authorities say and verified 
open-source intelligence sites say about 
Ukraine’s gains defending the capital city of 
Kyiv and pushing back occupying forces. 
This concerns the areas northwest of the 
city in Hostomel, Irpin and Bucha.

Ukraine says about 7,000 Russian sol-
diers are encircled, but a key town near 
Makariv that was liberated hasn’t been 
retaken to visually provide evidence of an 
encirclement in that cluster of settlements.

To the east of Kyiv, two Pentagon press 
pool reporters said on March 23 that 
Russian troops had retreated about 50 kilo-
meters east of Kyiv, for example.

President Volodymyr Zelenskyy on the 
first month after Russia’s renewed invasion 
spoke in English for the first time in his 
daily address, calling on people everywhere 
in the world to show solidarity and support 
for the war-torn country.

“Come out of your offices and homes, 
show your support to the Ukrainian peo-
ple,” he said outside the presidential office 
building. “Russia started the war against 
freedom as it is. This is only beginning for 
Russia on the Ukrainian land. Russia is try-
ing to defeat the freedom of all the people 
in Europe, of all the people in the world. 
That’s the reason why we all must stop 
Russia.”

Damage infliction

Contradicting pre-war assessments, 
Ukraine has offered stiff resistance to the 
invading forces and its military says it has 
killed as many soldiers in one month than 
what the Soviet Union lost in Afghanistan 

during a 10-year war.
The upper range of 15,000 Russians 

killed, according to what NATO says, match-
es Ukrainian estimates. When adding 
wounded and those taken prisoner, Russia 
has lost about one-third of its invading 
force.

A majority of those losses were inflicted 
on combat units numbering between 
85,000-95,000 troops, national guardsmen 
and separatists in the east assigned to 
about 120 battalion tactical groups. The 
remaining invading forces were auxiliary 
units used to support them logistically and 
medically.

Think tanks like the Washington-based 
Institute for the Study of War have noted 
that Ukraine’s remarkable combat coordi-
nation amid a sloppy invasion that is lack-
ing in logistics has kept Russia’s over-
whelming manpower from advancing on 
their objectives.

Eight years of training with NATO, and, 
separately, with Canadian, U.S. and British 
troops in-country, along with the use of 
modern weapons, has depleted Russia of 
momentum to advance.

Therefore, Ukraine’s military on March 
24 said Russia is regrouping to make a 
thrust into Kyiv and again from occupied 
Crimea as other axes of the campaign 
remain mostly stationery.

At least five Russian generals and other 
high-ranking officers have been killed so far 
due to the suspected use of unsecure com-
munications because the encryption devic-
es they were using failed in Ukraine.

Russian field leadership has also been 
questioned, with Chornobayivka, an airfield 
in occupied Kherson Oblast, being attacked 
at least eight times by Ukrainian artillery 
that destroyed the majority of a parked 
helicopter fleet.

Overnight on March 24, a long-range 
Ukrainian Tocka-U rocket struck a Russian 
warship docked in the Zaporizhia port city 
of Berdyansk, and two others were seen 
unmoored enveloped in smoke as they 
undocked. One could be seen on videos 
starting to sail in circles.

Ukraine’s use of artillery, war drones 
supplied by Turkey, guerilla warfare tactics 
that have struck tanks and other combat 
armored vehicles with Western-provided 
hand-held anti-armor projectiles and hit-
and-run tactics have contributed to slowing 
Russia’s advance from the rear and in the 
front.

Pentagon officials, according to press 
pool reports to which The Ukrainian 
Weekly has access, say Russia also hasn’t 
established air superiority.

And Forbes reported that Ukraine’s tank 
supply hasn’t been depleted because it lost 
less than what it captured from fleeing 
Russian forces. Ukraine lost at least 74 

tanks – destroyed or captured – whereas 
Russia had 117 tanks captured, the maga-
zine said, citing open-source intelligence 
analysis.

Altogether, more than 100 Russian air-
craft – 30 percent of the pre-war buildup – 
and 124 helicopters – 52 percent of the pre-
war buildup – have been shot down, accord-
ing to an analysis by Kyiv-based Dragon 
Capital. About 30 percent of the invading 
tanks, or 530, have been destroyed.

Overnight on March 23, Ukraine’s mili-
tary reported shooting down seven Russian 
aircraft, one helicopter, two cruise missiles 
and a drone.

Humanitarian catastrophe

Russia’s incessant bombardment of set-
tlements targeting civilian areas and infra-
structure, including hospitals, theaters and 
schools, equates to war crimes, Washington 
and Brussels have said.

“We’ve seen numerous credible reports 
of indiscriminate attacks and attacks delib-
erately targeting civilians, as well as other 
atrocities,” U.S. Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken said on March 23 in a statement.

Not since World War II has the European 
continent witnessed a war and obliteration 
of this scale.

About a quarter of Ukraine’s pre-war 
population of 40 million has been dis-
placed, according to the United Nations 
(U.N.). About 3.5 million people, mostly 
women and children have fled abroad. 
More than half of the country’s child popu-
lation, or 4.3 million children, have been 
displaced, with 1.8 million children having 
crossed into neighboring countries, the 
U.N.’s children’s agency said.

Ukraine’s Prosecutor General’s Office 
said that since February 24, the first day of 

the renewed invasion, 121 children have 
been killed and 167 injured from indis-
criminate Russian shelling.

Whole cities, towns and villages have 
been buried in rubble due to Russian bom-
bardment.

Ninety-percent of Mariupol, the Donetsk 
region’s second-largest city, has been 
destroyed since Russia starting shelling the 
city on March 3, municipal authorities say.

The Kharkiv Mayor said on March 24 
that, since the full-scale invasion, 1,143 
buildings, 998 of which are residential, 
have been destroyed.

NATO, G-7, EU summits

New U.S. sanctions were imposed on 
Russia as President Joe Biden visited 
Brussels on March 24 where three meet-
ings were held: at NATO, the Group of 
Seven (G-7) democratic countries and the 
European Union (EU) summit.

Some measures closed loopholes that 
prevent Moscow from circumventing them. 
The U.S. Treasury Department targeted a 
large number of Russian military-industrial 
companies and 328 State Duma lawmakers 
who had been already sanctioned by the 
EU. German Gref, a close confidante of 
Russian despot Vladimir Putin, was also 
sanctioned. He is the CEO of state-run 
Sberbarnk, the country’s biggest lender.

No new joint sanctions were announced 
following the G-7 meeting.

Addressing NATO via video link, Mr. 
Zelenskyy challenged the defense bloc to 
never say his country doesn’t meet its 
requirements to become a member.

“After such a war against Russia, … 
please, never, never again tell us that our 
army does not meet NATO standards,” he 
said.

(Continued from page 1)

Ukraine says...

A destroyed residential highrise building as well as a combat armored vehicle is pic
tured in Mariupol, Donetsk Oblast.

https://t.me/mariupolnow

Ukraine. (RFE/RL’s Current Time, with 
reporting by BelTA)
Zelenskyy evokes Verdun in speech

Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy has urged French companies to 
leave Russia and stop sponsoring Moscow’s 
“war machine” as many other Western 
enterprises have done in the wake of the 
Kremlin’s brutal invasion of Ukraine. In a 
video address to the French parliament on 
March 24, Mr. Zelenskyy said that “French 
companies must quit the Russian market.” 
“Renault, Auchan, Leroy Merlin and others 
must stop sponsoring the Russian war 
machine,” he added. The Ukrainian presi-
dent has kept a high-profile following 
Russia’s February 24 invasion and has spo-
ken to several legislatures through video 

linkups, including to lawmakers in the 
United States, Britain, Germany, Italy and 
Israel. Seated at a desk wearing a khaki 
T-shirt, Mr. Zelenskyy told the French par-
liament that images of devastated 
Ukrainian cities such as Mariupol “recall 
the ruins of Verdun as in the photos of 
World War I that everyone has seen.” “The 
Russian Army makes no distinction 
between targets. They destroy residential 
areas, hospitals, schools, universities.” 
Automaker Renault, which is partly state-
owned, suspended production at plants 
near Moscow last month but has since 
reportedly resumed production. Major 
French retailers such as Auchan, Leroy 
Merlin and sports group Decathlon have 
not followed a boycott of Russia by other 
top Western companies. Mr. Zelenskyy is 
scheduled to address the Swedish parlia-
ment on March 24 and Danish lawmakers 
on March 25. (RFE/RL, based on reporting 
by AFP and Reuters)

(Continued from page 15)
NEWSBRIEFS
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On his Facebook page in late February, 
Mike McSorley of the Conn-Grebb Boxing 
Club described the situation in Ukraine as 
“heart wrenching” for his team of Ukrainian 
boxers. Staying active was one way of fight-
ing challenging circumstances in life, and 
boxer Oleh Dovhun has experienced a few 
of those in his time.

“It’s dangerous, horrible, people die 
every day,” Dovhun told Gene Collier of the 
online periodical post.gazette.com on 
March 18. “I don’t want to think about how 
many. I’m in contact with my family. Every 
day I call. They live more in the west 
(Stepnyk, Ukraine), near Poland. They’re 
still working, but it’s a crazy time. They’ve 
taken in nine people who are fleeing. 
Ukraine doesn’t want to fight. They have 
to.”

Dovhun didn’t have to fight Geram 
Eloyan in the main event on Joe DeGuardia’s 
Star Boxing promotion’s Rockin’ Fights 41 
card at the Paramount Theater in Hunting-
ton, N.Y., on March 18. He wanted to.

The undefeated North American Boxing 
Association (NABA) Jr. Featherweight 
champion and current number 6-rated con-
tender Dovhun recorded a hard fought 
10-round split decision over Eloyan. The 
official scores were 96-94 on two score-
cards split between the two fighters, and 
97-93 on the third in favor of Dovhun.

The battle was a physically grueling 
affair with both boxers clutching and grap-
pling on the inside. The Ukrainian champi-
on displayed cleaner offense, greater agility 
and faster footwork. Dovhun was tested by 
several hard punches landed by Eloyan 
throughout the fight. Both suffered cuts in 
the fifth round due to an accidental clash of 
heads, although both survived to go the dis-
tance of 10 rounds.

Dovhun advanced to a record of 14-0 
with five knockouts.

Young Ukrainian tennis player finds 
refuge in Fresno

Maria Borodii is in her third year with 
the Fresno Pacific Sunbirds of Fresno 
Pacific University in Fresno, Calif. Growing 
up in Ukraine, Borodii played tennis 
throughout most of her life. Her father was 
her head coach and she became a profes-
sional at age 14. These days, tennis pro-
vides a feeling of comfort during scary 
times for her homeland.

“What really keeps me afloat here and 
keeps my mind positive is tennis,” she said 
in a March 18 interview with Fresno’s ABC 

affiliate KFSN. “Every day, when I come for 
practice, it just keeps me away from every-
thing going on back home.”

Borodii’s parents live in Ukraine, where 
they are trying to survive the violent war 
that surrounds them. Her mother is 
Russian. Half of Maria’s family resides in 
Russia.

“The first week I barely slept and went 
five hours during the night because I was 
just constantly texting them. Usually, I will 
call them for at least an hour a day.”

The 10-hour time difference makes it a 
challenge to regularly communicate. The 
Borodii family is not able to flee Ukraine 
due to financial reasons. They hoped to 
escape Ukraine when the invasion first 
began, but Maria’s father lost his job and 
her mother does not work. The family 
could not find any financial help or support 
and decided to remain at home.

Her roommate and teammate, Sanne 
Brull, and head coach George Rodriguez 
made hair ribbons in Ukrainian colors for 
the team to wear during matches as a way 
to raise awareness for the situation in 
Ukraine and to support Maria.

While playing with a heavy heart, 
Borodii is enjoying her most successful 
year on the court. As the team’s top singles 
player, her record stood at 6-2 through 
mid-March.

The Fresno Pacific tennis courts provide 
Maria a safe place of refuge and a way to 
stay connected to her family back in 
Ukraine.

“I talked to my dad when the war started 
and he said, ‘Maria, if something happens, 
continue to do what you love.’ I made this 
promise to them that I will continue to fin-
ish my season, especially since I’m a senior,” 
she said. “Not for myself, but for my par-
ents, too, to show my gratitude for them.”

Schwarzenegger tripled  
Ukrainian’s prize

“You always see how sports bring every-
one together,” Arnold Schwarzenegger said 
at the podium of the 2022 Arnold Strong-
man Classic in Columbus, Ohio, on March 8, 
according to Men’s Health.com. “You’ve seen 
here not only the strongest men in the 
world competing, but you also have seen a 
Ukrainian athlete and a Russian athlete 
competing in the same competition.”

Schwarzenegger added to the prize 
money for a Ukrainian contestant and 
event runner-up who planned to rejoin his 
country’s defense corps against the Russian 

assault on Ukraine. The event’s host deliv-
ered a special message to Ukrainian strong-
man Oleksii Novikov, second-place winner 
in the Classic. Novikov had previously 
promised his winnings at the competition 
would go toward supplying Ukrainian civil-
ians with body armor in their fight against 
the Russians.

Winner of the 2020 World’s Strongest 
Man competition, Novikov would have won 
$25,000 as second-place finisher. While 
praising the Ukrainian for his performance 
and intentions to return home and fight, 
Schwarzenegger revealed he would be 
donating an additional $55,000 for a total 
of $80,000, which was actually the first-
place prize amount.

Schwarzenegger said: “You’re very spe-
cial. … I just want to tell you that I know 
that you have to go back to Ukraine to fight 
and risk your life. Because of that, the self-
lessness of you, the courage that you show, 
you will be awarded the same cash prize 
that the winner gets, so you can donate that 
money for body armor when you go back.”

Yarmolenko scores goal and speaks 
about Ukraine

Ukrainian striker Andriy Yarmolenko 
came on as a substitute for Michail Antonio 
in the 52nd minute of West Ham’s 2-1 vic-
tory over Aston Villa in London on March 
13. 18 minutes later he gave the home side 
a lead when he scored the opening goal of 
the match. Yarmolenko could barely con-
tain his feelings, tears flowing down his 
cheeks as he slid on his knees after kicking 
the ball into the net.

“It was so emotional for me because of 
the situation in my country,” he said in a 
post-match interview, according to the 
British daily The Independent. “It is so diffi-
cult for me right now thinking about foot-
ball because every day the Russian army is 
killing Ukrainian people.”

The 32-year-old was greeted with a loud 
ovation when he entered the game and his 
strike changed the momentum of a match 
doomed for a scoreless draw. He offered his 
sincere thanks to his teammates, to West 
Ham fans and to Ukrainians and the British 
people for their support.

Yarmolenko was back with the team for 
the first time since being granted compas-
sionate leave because of the Ukraine-Russia 
war. Since February 24, when the Russian 
invasion began, Yarmolenko rested for four 
days, feeling it was impossible for him to 
train. In the two weeks prior to the Aston 
Villa match, he had trained “maybe three or 
four times.”

West Ham’s manager, David Moyes, 
praised his Ukrainian striker.

“It was a special moment when Yarmo-
lenko scored. It was good he was involved. 
He has not trained much and has lost a lit-
tle bit of weight. It was a terrific goal,” 
Moyes said.

His teammates were elated for the goal 
scorer.

“The whole dressing room applauded 
him,” Moyes said. It shows how everybody 
is thinking about the war because football 
has a huge appeal all around the world and 
I hope in some way it will do something to 
help stop this and give Ukrainians some-
thing to shout about.”

Dolgopolov trades racket for rifle

A second retired Ukrainian tennis player 
has actively joined the battle against the 
Russian invasion. 33-year-old Alexandr 
Dolgopolov has returned home to Kyiv to 
help defend his country against Vladimir 
Putin.

“This is my home, and we will defend it! 
With all the people that stayed,” Dolgopolov 
wrote on Instagram on March 16. “Big 
thanks and respect to all our famous people 
on the ground. Lots of respect and I am 
proud, how united the country is, under 
such pressure of a crazy dictator.”

Dolgopolov later shared a photo on 
Twitter showing a bulletproof vest, a hel-
met, a rifle and other weapons with the fol-
lowing caption: “used to be rackets and 
strings, now this.”

Dolgopolov retired from pro tennis in 
2021 and revealed that he fled to Turkey 
with his mother and sister a day before 
Russia invaded Ukraine, believing a war 
was imminent. He said he practiced shoot-
ing a rifle in Turkey and took lessons from a 
retired soldier. He said he was returning to 
Kyiv with other volunteers and had stocked 
up on ammunition in Zagreb, Croatia.

Stakhovsky calls out Tottenham  
manager

Former Ukrainian tennis star Serhiy 
Stakhovsky called out Tottenham Hotspur 

Undefeated Dovhun decisions Eloyan

Andriy Yarmolenko as seen in a photo 
taken in 2019 during his time with West 

Ham United.

Wikipedia

Maria Borodii playing in Los Angeles, Calif., in March.
Facebook.com/MariaBorodii

(Continued on page 19)



19THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, MARCH 27, 2022No. 13

Through June 4 Embroidery instructional course, with Lubow Wolynetz,
New York The Ukrainian Museum, www.ukrainianmuseum.org or
 212-228-0110

April 1  Benefit concert, “Chicago Legends for Ukraine,” 
Chicago Ukrainian Institute of Modern Art, Chopin Theater, 
 https://uima-chicago.org/

April 2 Workshop, Ukrainian Easter Traditions (Baking), with
New York instruction by Lubow Wolynetz, 212-228-0110 or
 www.ukrainianmuseum.org

April 2 Lenten retreat, with Fr. Anthony Perkins, Ukrainian
Bethlehem, PA  Orthodox Church of the U.S.A., St. Francis Center for
 Renewal, 610-892-7315 or nsufler@aol.com

April 2, 3, 9, 10 Pysanka workshops (adults and families), Assumption of
Ottawa  the Blessed Virgin Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral,
 pysanka.ottawa@gmail.com

April 3, April 10 In-person Ukrainian Pysanka workshop, with instruction
New York by Lesia Lebed and Tania Snihur, The Ukrainian Museum,
 www.ukrainianmuseum.org or 212-228-0110

April 9 Online pysanka workshop, with instruction by
Online Lesia Lebed and Tania Snihur, The Ukrainian Museum,
 www.ukrainianmuseum.org or 212-228-0110

April 9 In-person pysanka demonstration by Anna Gbur, with
New York film screening of “Pysanka” by Slavko Nowytski, The
 Ukrainian Museum, www.ukrainianmuseum.org or
 212-228-0110

April 9 Easter Bazaar and Food Fest, Ukrainian Educational and
Jenkintown, PA Cultural Center, www.ueccphila.org

April 16 Virtual Ukrainian Easter Market, Assumption of the
Online Blessed Virgin Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral,
 www.ukrainianorthodox.info

May 1 Sviachene dinner, Ukrainian National Women’s League
Jenkintown, PA of America, Ukrainian Educational and Cultural Center,
 www.ueccphila.org

May 7 Korovai-making workshop, with instruction by Bohdanna
New York Slyz, Lubow Wolynetz and Larysa Zielyk, The Ukrainian
 Museum, www.ukrainianmuseum.org or 212-228-0110

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

by Ihor N. Stelmach

It turned out to be a really good day for 
Mykhailo Golod, simply because he lived to 
see another.

It was well into the darkness of March 3 
and Kyiv was suffering more fierce bom-
bardment from the unprovoked assault by 
Russian forces. It is still hard to believe, this 
invasion of the country, the siege threaten-
ing the nation’s capital, the incessant bar-
rage of artillery, the deserted streets and 
crowded undergrounds. Upwards of 50 or 
more explosions per day, some far away, 
some closer, air sirens blaring, smoke visi-
ble in the distance.

It has already been a nightmare and the 
fear is that the worst has not yet begun. 
The hours and days have started to blur 
together as one. Golod, one of the best golf-
ers in Ukraine, recalls his immediate past, if 
only to remain sane. January saw him com-
peting in the United States, while February 
had him lapping a field in Turkey. He had 
planned to be playing at an event the first 
week of March, but the change in plans 
instead had him sleeping in a basement try-
ing to survive bombs dropping from the 
sky.

Golf is somewhat new to Ukraine. The 
game was not permitted in the old Soviet 
Union, viewed as an English sport, there-
fore an enemy’s activity. When Ukraine 
gained its independence in 1991, and 
Western culture began trickling in to this 
new nation, golf arrived with the Ukrainian 
Golf Federation forming in 1997.

At first, Ukraine’s national team consist-
ed of golfers in their 40s and 50s. Change 
came in 2019 when 33-year-old Ruslan 
Garkavenko took over the national team. 
Garkavenko revamped the team’s composi-
tion, adding a junior-based program, want-
ing to grow the game through Ukraine’s 
youth. In two years, the Ukrainian national 
team progressed to be one of the top junior 
programs in Eastern Europe. Ukraine 
boasts seven players in the World Amateur 
Golf Ranking’s top 1,000, an astounding 
number since there are less than 4,000 
golfers in all of Ukraine.

Golod is one of these elite players, 
ranked 434th in the world. He learned the 
game from his father at age 6, and took to it 
seriously at 10. There are a few answers as 
to why he is drawn to the sport: hitting golf 
balls for hours at a time is relaxing, compet-
ing against the course, other players and 
with himself is most rewarding, and there 
is the performer aspect.

A winning performer

Golod has been labeled a performer. 
Soon after falling in love with the game, he 
started winning on a consistent basis. He’s 
won Ukraine’s junior national champion-
ship four times. He has traveled all over 
with his family, seeking out high levels of 
competition. He’s played against the best 
amateurs and was the first Ukrainian to 
compete at the United States Golf 
Association’s Junior Amateur in North 
Carolina at the age of 14 in the summer of 
2021. He competed against amateurs four 
years older and missed the match-play cut, 
but received a personal letter from profes-
sional player Webb Simpson and got to play 
several courses at Pinehurst Country Club.

Now a sophomore in high school, young 
Golod was playing solid golf at the start of 
2022. He finished tied for sixth at the pres-

tigious Junior Orange Bowl in Miami, then 
tied for third at a Doral event. In mid-Feb-
ruary, he won the Superior Winter Cup in 
Turkey, and won again at the Golf Mad 
Junior Open, nailing the U-16 division by 14 
strokes and the entire U-21 event by three 
shots. He is receiving major interest from 
big-time golf program colleges in the U.S.

A return trip to Turkey was on the books 
for early March, but a February 24 phone 
call from his father would change his plans. 
Russia invaded Ukraine and the war had 
started. Mykhailo and his mother went to 
the grocery store to stock up on food, only 
to see lines of 70 people. Another store was 
closed, and trying to procure money from 
an ATM was impossible.

One week went by, and Golod had not 
stepped outside of his home. Like millions 
of other Ukrainians, the Golod family lives 
in limbo. For a while they still had power, 
electricity and an internet connection. 
Some of their friends left for Poland and 
Hungary. They were able to get groceries 
and he was still attending school remotely, 
trying to maintain some normalcy in his 
life.

Meanwhile, air horns, booms and peri-
ods of silence are scary. The family tries to 
stay informed, dealing with information 
and misinformation. Golod was devastated 
with news that his home club, the Kyiv Golf 
Club, was occupied by Russian forces. He 
learned from his friends in Kharkiv that 
half of that city had been blown up. He can’t 
play golf these days, but that does not keep 
him from the game.

He kept himself occupied by memoriz-
ing player statistics, old schedules, reading 
golf content, watching films of past major 
tournaments and tapes on the internet. He 
took notes on how the champions play, 
how they attack, how they carry them-
selves in victory and defeat. He’s working 
on his golf game without swinging a club.

He hopes and prays the world sees what 
is happening in Ukraine. He hopes and 
prays the world hears, sees and helps 
Ukraine. He also hopes and prays he some-
how gets to play in the U.S. Junior Amateur 
event coming up in July 2022.

Young Ukrainian golfer 
trapped in war zone

manager Antonio Conte for saying it was 
not fair to ban Russian and Belarusian ath-
letes from international competitions 
because of Russia’s war on Ukraine. The 
retired tennis player turned soldier sent a 
direct Instagram message to Conte, telling 
him to “please wake up” after his insensi-
tive choice of words. Stakhovsky implied 
that Conte did not fully understand the sit-
uation in Ukraine.

Conte, Italian-born who originally spoke 
out against the Ukraine conflict, expressed 
sympathy for Russian athletes and the iso-
lation Russia is enduring in the sports 
world.

“I repeat, it’s very sad that this serious 
situation, this war between Russia and 
Ukraine, is affecting football and the 
sporting world. To know that Russia ath-
letes are banned from competition is very 
sad,” Conte told reporters, via Football 
London.

“I think it’s not fair. I know very well the 
work that they do every day for this compe-
tition. You have to pay for this situation – I 
think it’s not right,” Conte said.

Controversy over flags  
at Capital One Arena

Two Ukrainian Washington Capitals 
hockey fans were denied entrance to the 
Caps-Hurricanes game on March 4 because 
they tried to enter the arena with a 
Ukrainian flag. Anastasiia Markova and 
Margaryta Suvorova, who work in 
Washington, D.C., were shown policies by 
Capital One Arena staff which included text 
stating “No Ukraine and Russia signs.”

The arena responded to the controversy 
by directing fans to its security policies that 
permit national flags at events as long as 
the flags do not obstruct views or hinder 
the game experience. The arena’s response 
seemed to distance itself from the staff’s 
decision.

The Ukrainians’ experience appeared to 
be an isolated incident where arena securi-
ty interpreted the updated policy different-
ly than others. At the same Caps-
Hurricanes game, a Ukrainian flag was seen 
pressed against the glass during pre-game 
warmups next to a sign disparaging 
Vladimir Putin. It was not known if the flag 
and sign were later removed by arena staff.

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@
sfgsports.com.

(Continued from page 18)

Undefeated...

Mykhailo Golod, a young Ukrainian golf
er threatened by Russia’s war in Ukraine.

Florida State Golf Association/fsga.org

Visit our archive online: www.ukrweekly.com
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