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by Askold Krushelnycky

VOZNESENSK, Ukraine – A Russian mis-
sile strike early on the morning of March 29 
which demolished much of the main 
administration building for the Mykolaiv 

region, killing three people, signaled the 
start of Moscow’s attempt to finally capture 
the port city that has been a priority target 
since the first day of the war.

The missile hit the building where the 
region’s charismatic governor, Vitaliy Kim, 
helped organize his city’s defense against 
Russian invading forces. From his office, he 
recorded video reports in the aftermath of 
the strike that have been laced with barbed 
humor, mocking Russian attempts to take 
his city and boosting the morale of its 
inhabitants.

The video clips made Mr. Kim, who was 
unhurt in the attack, a national hero and 
infuriated Moscow, as did the almost daily 
briefings he held for the press some 50 
yards from the building’s main entrance.

Regarding the attack on the administra-
tive building in Mykolaiv, Viktor Drobot, 
commander of a small unit of volunteer 
forces in the city, said he believed at least 
12 people were killed.

 “The attack on the administration build-
ing was dreadful,” Mr. Drobot said. “It looks 
like a lot more people died than at first 
thought. At least 12 were killed.”

He said the deadly initial missile strike 
was followed up with more missiles and 
artillery targeting the city.

Russian missile strike hits Mykolaiv 
administration building, killing three

Ukrainian troops in Voznesensk determined  
to defeat invading force

Humanitarian costs mount in Ukraine  
as Russia commits alleged war crimes

(Continued on page 12)

by Mark Raczkiewycz

CHICAGO – Ukrainian forces have defini-
tively crushed Kremlin dictator Vladimir 
Putin’s objective of regime change and rap-
idly taking over the country, including its 
brain center of Kyiv, as Russia’s renewed 
invasion of the country enters a second 

stage that purportedly is focusing now on 
seizing the remainder of the Donbas.

As the unprovoked war enters its second 
month, Kyiv has inflicted heavy losses on 
the invading forces and stalled their 
advance by outsmarting and willfully 

Kyiv pushes back on invading Russian  
forces as more sanctions imposed

(Continued on page 5)

A map of Ukraine shows the areas of the country that have been recaptured by 
Ukrainian forces since Russia renewed its invasion on February 24.

Courtesy of Nathan Ruser

   OBITUARY

Eugene Melnyk, Ukrainian-Canadian owner  
of the NHL’s Ottawa Senators, dead at 62

by Christopher Guly

OTTAWA – Eugene Melnyk, owner of 
the National Hockey League’s (NHL’s) 
Ottawa Senators and the son of 
Ukrainian-born parents, died on March 
28 following “an illness he faced with 
determination and courage,” according 
to an announcement by his family and 
the hockey club. He was 62.

Born in Toronto on May 27, 1959, Mr. 
Melnyk purchased the Senators, along 
with the team’s home arena, now named 
the Canadian Tire Centre, in 2003 for 
$130 million.

Under his watch, the Senators never 
won the Stanley Cup, but they came 
close in 2007 when the team reached the 
finals but lost to the Anaheim Ducks.   Eugene Melnyk died on March 28 fol-

lowing an illness, according to an 
announcement by his family.

Facebook.com/Eugene-Melnyk

(Continued on page 14)

By Bohdan Sereda

LVIV – Negotiators representing Ukraine 
and Russia met in Istanbul for a round of 
largely unfruitful peace talks on March 29. 
While Ukrainian negotiators set out their 
vision of a possible peace treaty, including 
security guarantees and possible compro-
mises, no documents were signed and the 
two delegations returned to their capitals 
for further consultations.

While there was no breakthrough as a 
result of the peace talks, the negotiations 
did conclude with a small sliver of hope 
that Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy and Russian President Vladimir 
Putin might eventually meet to negotiate a 
peace in the war that Russia has waged on 
Ukraine since 2014.

Many Ukrainians are skeptical that Mr. 
Zelenskyy should even meet with the 

Russian ruler, as they believe doing so 
would only be a stall tactic used by the 
Russian ruler to help his military regroup.

Prior to the talks, the Russian side said 
they would not drop their requirement for 
the “denazification of Ukraine,” “disarma-
ment” and the “legal protection of the 
Russian language in Ukraine,” Russian 
negotiators said.

The Ukrainian negotiators said they 
would not make any compromises that 
would harm their country’s people, territo-
ry, or sovereignty.

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
addressed the negotiators at the meeting’s 
beginning. Mr. Erdogan called for a truce 
and said the continuation of hostilities does 
not benefit either side. He expressed hope 
that the talks would yield results.

The Turkish president also said that suc-

Ukrainian and Russian delegations hold largely unfruitful 
peace talks in Istanbul as Ukraine seeks security guarantees

A Ukrainian soldier holds a British-
provided anti-tank missile system known 
as an “NLAW.” The Next generation 
Light Anti-tank Weapons have wreaked 
havoc on Russian tanks throughout its 

unprovoked war on Ukraine.

Askold Krushelnycky
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Russia ‘taking incredible losses’

Russia has been sustaining “incredible” 
losses since the start of its unprovoked 
invasion of Ukraine, a senior U.S. State 
Department official says, putting the figure 
at more than 10,000 killed since the attack 
was launched just over a month ago. “I 
think that, unfortunately, the Russians have 
not yet fully learned how tough the 
Ukrainian military is,” U.S. Under Secretary 
of State Victoria Nuland said in an inter-
view with Current Time on March 29. 
“They are taking incredible losses on the 
Russian side – you know, by our estimates, 
more than 10,000 Russian dead,” Ms. 
Nuland said. Russia has only given official 
figures about its losses twice since the start 
of the invasion on February 24, and both 
were much lower than Western and 
Ukrainian estimates. On March 2, the 
Russian Ministry of Defense put the death 
toll at 498, and on March 25 it reported 
that 1,351 servicemen had been killed. 
Ukrainian officials have given a figure for 
Russian deaths at more than 17,000. 
Casualty figures in the war have proven 
impossible to independently confirm. Ms. 
Nuland said the United States welcomed 
the talks between Russia and Ukraine that 
were held in Istanbul on March 29, but 
noted that without a cessation of hostilities, 
no serious negotiations could take place. 
“Until there is a true cease-fire, I don’t think 
we’re going to have serious talks, but we’ll 
see,” she said. Ms. Nuland said that 
Moscow’s decision to reposition its forces, 
as announced on March 29 by Deputy 
Prime Minister Aleksandr Fomin, was “a 
direct result of the fierce resistance that the 
Ukrainians put up outside of Kyiv and its 
suburbs and in Chernihiv.” “However, we 
know that this is just a repositioning of 
Russian forces and that they will be back in 
other parts of Ukraine and that they contin-
ue to pound Mariupol and Kherson and 
other parts of the country,” she said. 
“Diplomatic resolutions to conflicts should 
generally come after an agreed cease-fire, 
not in the middle of the fighting. And the 
Russians have been absolutely unwilling to 
have a full cease-fire so that negotiations 
can get serious,” Ms. Nuland noted, adding 
that any negotiated end to the conflict 

should ensure that Ukraine will be able in 
the future to deter a repeat of the aggres-
sion. “Therefore, Ukraine is going to need 
the kind of security support in its arsenal 
that it had to use in this conflict, if only to 
deter Moscow from trying again. So, we will 
have to continue with our allies and part-
ners to provide strong security support to 
Ukraine.” Asked whether the West will 
respond to Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy’s request for air defense systems 
that are available in countries that used to 
be a part of Soviet Union, Ms. Nuland said 
that without getting into too many details 
for reasons of operational security, “I will 
confirm for you that we are looking for and 
already providing significant air defense 
systems for Ukraine.” She also warned that, 
unless Russia stops its aggression against 
Ukraine, it risks even more sanctions from 
the West. “As long as this war goes on, we 
are intent with our allies and partners on 
increasing the pressure on [Russian 
President Vladimir] Putin and his govern-
ment week on week and denying them the 
money that they need for their war 
machine,” Ms. Nuland said. But the U.S. dip-
lomat also floated the possibility of a stag-
gered reduction of punitive measures 
against Russia that would be proportionate 
with Moscow’s steps toward stopping and 
eventually reversing its invasion of Ukraine. 
“Were we to have a negotiated settlement 
to this conflict that got Russian forces out of 
Ukraine, that protected Ukraine’s sover-
eignty and territorial integrity going for-
ward, that ensured the rebuilding of 
Ukraine, then sanctions could be rolled 
back,” Ms. Nuland said. “You could see a 
scenario where with steps to get Russian 
forces out of Ukraine, you sequenced the 
rolling back of sanctions,” she said, but 
added, “we are a long, long way from there. 
That’s not where we are right now.” (RFE/
RL’s Current Time)

Red Cross building in Mariupol hit

Ukrainian ombudswoman Lyudmyla 
Denisova says the Red Cross building in the 
besieged city of Mariupol has been hit by 
Russian air strikes and artillery. Ms. 
Denisova said in a post on Facebook on 

(Continued on page 10)

 NEWS ANALYSIS

by Paul Goble
Eurasia Daily Monitor

The most compelling reason why the 
international community is opposed to any 
border change is the capacity of changes in 
one border to spark consideration of 
changes in others, creating or at least exac-
erbating problems in the relations 
between existing countries. Until Russian 
President Vladimir Putin’s annexation of 
Ukraine’s Crimea in 2014 and his moves to 
absorb parts of the Donbas now, there had 
been little serious talk about changing bor-
ders in Europe since the end of World War 
II (the breakup of several former 
Communist federations in the 1990s not-
withstanding). But the Kremlin leader has 
opened the sluice gates with his latest 
actions; and now some in the Russian capi-
tal are mulling the possibility of wholesale 
border revisions across central Eastern 

Europe. Even if none of these changes are 
in fact realized, the mere discussion of 
them will have the effect of heightening 
tensions in the region by spreading suspi-
cions that their borders are at risk and the 
conviction that what had once seemed 
permanent may be anything but.

In an article entitled “Russia Will Blow 
up European Borders,” Moscow-based 
commentator Albert Akopyan (Urumov) 
argues that the conflict in Ukraine has 
given Russia “a unique opportunity” to pro-
mote border adjustments in Europe – both 
near its western frontiers and further 
afield – and to do so “in the name of justice 
and those same European values” that 
Russia is often criticized for violating. 
Moscow can promote the principles of 
national self-determination to support eth-
nic minorities in France and the United 

by Pavel K. Baev
Eurasia Daily Monitor

For at least the past three weeks of the 
more than 33-day-long war against 
Ukraine, it has been clear that the Russian 
offensive has lost momentum, with its key 
groupings of forces stuck in the suburbs of 
Kyiv, Kharkiv and Mykolaiv. The question 
that all concerned observers have been 
asking is what the ostracized Russian lead-
ership will do in this unwinnable situation. 
Western leaders, led by United States 
President Joe Biden, met together at three 
emergency summits in various formats on 
March 24 to find ways to dissuade the 
Kremlin from seeking to break this dead-
lock through sharp escalation – perhaps 
even with the use of Russian nuclear weap-
ons (Nezavisimaya Gazeta, March 24). On 
March 25, an ambivalent signal from the 
Russian top brass indicated that an answer 
involving de-escalation and a reduction of 
Russia’s over-ambitious goals was at least 
being considered in Moscow.

Col. Gen. Sergei Rudskoy, the first deputy 
chief of the Russian General Staff, asserted 
at a special briefing covering the first 
month of the “special operation” in Ukraine 
that all tasks for the initial stage of hostili-
ties had been fulfilled and that the Russian 
forces would now focus on the main 
remaining objective – the full “liberation” of 
Donbas (Izvestia, March 26). This state-
ment was, at best, deliberately misleading; 
capturing Kyiv was certainly the primary 
goal of the Russian full-scale invasion at its 
outset. But the two strongest Russian 
groupings assigned to the war – advancing 
from the north (Belarus) and east (leaving 
behind surrounded Sumy and Chernihiv) – 
only managed to reach the outskirts of the 
Ukrainian capital. In the last two weeks, 
they failed to make any additional prog-
ress; and the life of some 2 million resi-
dents of Kyiv has returned to a semblance 
of normality, occasional continued air-
strikes notwithstanding (Rosbalt, March 
24). Russian war planners may want to 
change the course of the war via some deci-
sive breakthrough, but the delivery of sup-
plies is too thin to rebuild the combat capa-

bilities of the aggressor’s exhausted battal-
ion tactical groups (BTG) (Svoboda.org, 
March 26).

While the strategic dream of a complete 
subjugation of Ukraine appears to have 
been abandoned by the Russian General 
Staff, a more limited offensive, focused on 
capturing the whole territory of the 
Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts, can still be 
advanced, and the conclusion of the brutal 
siege of defiant Mariupol can be presented 
as a big “success” (Meduza.io, March 26). 
Not only is this feasible, it neatly fits with 
the Kremlin’s formal recognition of the two 
quasi-republics on February 21, following 
the televised discussion of this issue at an 
extraordinary meeting of the Security 
Council, where the question of starting a 
war was conspicuously not mentioned at 
all (Riddle.io, February 22).

Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu may 
have recently been trying to “sell” this cur-
tailed war plan to President Vladimir Putin 
– and this could partially explain the inex-
plicable disappearance of the usually public 
relations-savvy Mr. Shoigu from the 
Russian public space last week (Republic.
ru, March 26). Official information about 
his presence at the virtual meeting of the 
Security Council on March 24 was accom-
panied by only one blurred image of multi-
ple screens. On March 26, Mr. Shoigu 
reportedly headed a high-level working 
meeting of the Ministry of Defense, accord-
ing to an official press release. This 
announcement seems to suggest Putin con-
cluded that Mr. Shoigu’s role in managing 
the war is still too important to permit 
pushing all the blame for the spectacular 
strategic blunders on his woeful defense 
minister (RIA Novosti, March 26).

If Mr. Shoigu has, indeed, succeeded in 
talking Putin out of his messianic mindset – 
originally bent on conquering Ukraine and 
installing a Russia-friendly government in 
Kyiv – it is perhaps by presenting the 
appalling data on casualties (Novaya 
Gazeta, March 23). The General Staff has 
released the figures of 1,351 fatalities and 
3,825 wounded (Kommersant, March 25), 

Moscow mulling wholesale border 
changes in central Eastern Europe

Russia’s strategic confusion  
in Ukraine deepens and widens
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War ‘at turning point,’ Zelenskyy warns, as U.K. says Putin ‘massively misjudged’ Ukrainian resistance
RFE/RL

Russia has continued shelling and 
launching missile strikes in Ukraine’s 
northern city of Chernihiv despite pledging 
it would reduce military activity around the 
area as Ukraine’s military dismissed the 
Russian promises and braced for further 
heavy fighting in the east.

In an overnight video address, Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said 
Ukraine was seeing a build-up of Russian 
forces in the southeast as they prepare for 
new strikes, while Deputy Prime Minister 
Iryna Vereshchuk said 45 buses were head-
ed to the besieged port city of Mariupol on 
March 31 in an attempt to evacuate civil-
ians trapped by weeks of heavy fighting.

Britain’s Ministry of Defense said on 
March 31 that Russian troops continue to 
hold positions to the east and west of Kyiv 
despite the withdrawal of a limited number 
of units and “heavy fighting will likely take 
place in the suburbs of the city in coming 
days.”

Separately, a British intelligence chief 
said that demoralized Russian soldiers in 
Ukraine were refusing to carry out orders 
and sabotaging their own equipment and 
had accidentally shot down their own air-
craft.

Jeremy Fleming, who heads the GCHQ 
electronic spy agency, made the remarks at 
a speech in the Australian capital, Canberra.

He added that Russian President 
Vladimir Putin had apparently “massively 
misjudged” the full-scale invasion which 
began on February 24.

“It’s clear he misjudged the resistance of 
the Ukrainian people. He underestimated 
the strength of the coalition his actions 
would galvanize. He underplayed the eco-
nomic consequences of the sanctions 
regime, and he overestimated the abilities 
of his military to secure a rapid victory,” Mr. 
Fleming said.

Meanwhile, White House communica-
tions director Kate Bedingfield told report-
ers that Putin has been misled by advisers.

“We believe that Putin is being misin-
formed by his advisers about how badly the 
Russian military is performing and how the 
Russian economy is being crippled by sanc-
tions because his senior advisers are too 
afraid to tell him the truth,” Ms. Bedingfield 
said during a press briefing.

In separate video addresses on March 
31, Mr. Zelenskyy told Australian and Dutch 
lawmakers that fresh and stronger sanc-
tions against Russia were needed to step up 
the pressure on Moscow over its unpro-
voked invasion of Ukraine. He urged Dutch 

lawmakers in particular to “stop all trade 
with Russia.”

Russia told Ukraine on March 29 it 
would curtail operations near the capital, 
Kyiv, and the northern city of Chernihiv “to 
increase mutual trust” for peace talks after 
the two sides met face-to-face in Istanbul.

Talks were set to resume March 31 by 
video, according to Ukrainian negotiator 
David Arakhamia, though analysts have 
questioned whether Moscow is sincere in 
making progress.

“We don’t believe anyone, not a single 
beautiful phrase,” Mr. Zelenskyy said in a 
video address to the nation late on March 
30, adding that he believes Russian troops 
are regrouping to strike the eastern Donbas 
region.

“We will not give anything away. We will 
fight for every meter of our territory,” Mr. 
Zelenskyy said, reiterating his call for 
Western military aid.

“If we really are fighting for freedom and 
in defense of democracy together, then we 
have a right to demand help in this difficult 
turning point. Tanks, aircraft, artillery sys-
tems. Freedom should be armed no worse 
than tyranny,” Mr. Zelenskyy said.

On March 31, Mr. Zelenskyy told 
Australia’s parliament that fresh and stron-
ger sanctions against Russia were needed 

to step up the pressure on Moscow over its 
unprovoked invasion of Ukraine.

Mr. Zelenskyy warned in his video 
address that, if Russia was not held respon-
sible, then other states with “similar aspira-
tions” will follow suit, threatening the rest 
of the world.

The Ukrainian president said that if 
Russia had been punished for its annexa-
tion of Crimea in 2014 and the backing of 
separatists in eastern Ukraine, then the 
invasion might never have occurred.

“If the world had punished Russia in 
2014 for what it did, there wouldn’t be this 
invasion in Ukraine in 2022,” he said. “So, 
the unpunished evil comes back.”

Mr. Zelenskyy accused Russia of “nuclear 
blackmail” and said more needs to be done 
to hold Moscow accountable.

The Australian government announced 
it will provide a further $25 million in mili-
tary support to Ukraine.

“The people of Australia stand with 
Ukraine in your fight for survival,” 
Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison 
told Mr. Zelenskyy. “Yes, you have our 
prayers but you also have our weapons.”

Australia has already supplied defense 
equipment and humanitarian aid to 

Canada willing to provide more lethal arms and impose further sanctions on Russia, PM Trudeau says at NATO summit
by Christopher Guly

OTTAWA – Canada hopes to provide Ukraine with more 
weapons, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau said at a March 
24 news conference in Brussels following an extraordinary 
summit of North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) 
leaders, as his government also announced further sanc-
tions against Russia.

He said that, as Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy “has been asking for various new pieces of 
equipment, we’re looking at what we can send.”

The prime minister added that Canada is “also commit-
ted to looking at procuring that equipment directly for 
Ukrainians.”

So far, his government has committed to equipping 
Ukraine with machine guns, carbines, hand guns, ammuni-
tion and anti-tank rockets. But Canada’s stock of surplus 
weapons has been largely depleted, as Canadian Defense 
Minister Anita Anand has acknowledged.

In a pre-recorded video address to the NATO gathering, 
Mr. Zelenskyy implored leaders to provide Ukraine with 
“one percent of all your aircraft – one percent of all your 
tanks. One percent!”

“We can’t just buy it,” the Ukrainian president said. 
“Such a supply directly depends only on NATO’s decisions 
– on political decisions, by the way.”

In a separate video address to Ukrainians, his message 
was more pointed at NATO and the leaders of the Group of 
Seven (G-7) and the European Union who also met in 
Brussels on March 24.

“At these three summits, we will see who is our friend – 
who is our partner – and who sold us out and betrayed us,” 
Mr. Zelenskyy said.

Before the NATO summit began, Mr. Trudeau said the 
military alliance is “united” in its support for Ukraine as it 
faces an “illegal, brutal” invasion by Russia.

At a March 23 address to the European Parliament in 
Brussels, the prime minister said that Russian President 
Vladimir “Putin’s attack on Ukraine is an attack on the val-
ues that form the pillars of all democracies.”

He called on Western countries to provide more 
humanitarian aid to Ukrainians as well as military equip-
ment and lethal weapons, along with a further tightening 
of economic sanctions on Putin and his enablers in Russia 
and Belarus.

On the latter point, the Canadian government 
announced on March 24 new sanctions against 160 mem-
bers of the Russian Federation Council “for having facilitat-
ed and enabled violations of Ukraine’s sovereignty, inde-
pendence and territorial integrity,” according to a news 
release from Mr. Trudeau’s office.

It also said that in the “coming days” a Restricted Goods 
and Technologies List will be released that will prohibit the 
export of “certain goods and technologies to Russia, with 
the aim of undermining and eroding the capabilities of the 
Russian military.” Included will be items in the areas of 
electronics, computers, telecommunications, sensors and 
lasers, navigation and avionics, marine, aerospace and 
transportation.

When asked by reporters in Brussels on March 24 about 
the effectiveness of sanctions by Canada and other coun-
tries, Mr. Trudeau said that it lies within the “coordinated 
response” to Russia’s actions against Ukraine.

“We know that Vladimir Putin, when he planned this 
invasion of Ukraine, baked into his planning a certain 
amount of sanctions that he was going to see from the 
West,” the prime minister said. “But what he didn’t expect 

was the level of coordination, alignment and ambition on 
those sanctions that he saw.”

Mr. Trudeau cited several examples of such sanctions, 
including the removal of seven Russian banks from the 
Belgian-based SWIFT payment system used for interna-
tional financial transactions.

“Sanctions on the Russian Central Bank’s ability to 
access reserves internationally were things [Putin] never 
expected to see,” Mr. Trudeau said.

“So, from day one, the strength of these sanctions made 
a real impact. As we’ve said, not only are we committed to 
keeping those sanctions as long as it takes – many more 
months, or years if that’s what’s necessary, although hope-
fully not – we are ready to do that.”

   FOR THe ReCORd
Following death of Madeleine Albright, Blinken 
honors former first female U.S. secretary of state

The following statement was released by the U.S. State 
Department on March 23.  It is attributed to U.S. 
Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken.

Madeleine Albright was a brilliant diplomat, a visionary 
leader, a courageous trailblazer, a dedicated mentor and a 
great and good person who loved the United States deeply 
and devoted her life to serving it. She was also a wonderful 
friend to many, including me. I’ll miss her very much.

Having arrived here as a refugee at age 11, she never 
forgot the generosity that America extended to her fami-
ly when they needed it most. Having seen America at its 
best, she pushed relentlessly for us to live up to our role 
as a moral beacon and defender of freedom. And having 
experienced the horrors of war firsthand – fleeing 
Czechoslovakia after the Nazis invaded, then hiding in 
shelters as German bombs fell on London – she believed 
that the United States must respond forcefully to dicta-
tors and tyrants. She created the Community of 
Democracies, a coalition of countries that defends demo-
cratic values around the world. And thanks in no small 
part to her, Poland, Hungary and the Czech Republic 
joined NATO, and the United States defended ethnic 
Albanians in Kosovo against Serbian aggression. Today, 
there’s a square and a street in Kosovo named for 
Madeline, and a statue of her stands in the capital.

When she was nominated to be secretary of state, 
some openly questioned whether a woman could go toe-
to-toe with world leaders. Madeleine quickly quashed 
those misguided doubts. There was simply no doubt that, 
in any room, she was as tough as anyone and often 
tougher. That said, it wasn’t always easy. She described 
walking into her first meeting of the United Nations 
Security Council as the U.S. ambassador: “15 seats and 14 
men, all looking at me,” she said. But when she saw the 
plaque at her seat that read The United States of 
America, her nerves vanished: “I thought, if I do not 
speak today, the voice of the United States will not be 
heard. When I finally did speak, it was the first time that I 
represented the country of my naturalization, the place 
where I belonged,” she said.

Madeleine mentored a generation of diplomats and 
national security experts. I’m one of many who benefited 
from her wisdom and encouragement. And in her post-
State career, she dedicated herself to teaching, continuing 
to invest in our future diplomats and leaders.

After leaving the State Department, when asked if she 
was relieved not to be dealing with crises around the 
world, she’d say simply, “I miss it every day.” She loved 
this country. She loved this department. And we loved 
her back.

To our very first madam secretary – thank you.

(Continued on page 15)

(Continued on page 4)
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Chicago’s landmark Water Tower site of pro-Ukrainian rally as three national lawmakers voice support for war-torn country

by Mark Raczkiewycz

CHICAGO – Determined to see Ukraine 
withstand Russia’s renewed invasion of the 
country, and rallying near this city’s iconic 
Water Tower whose yellow limestone 
structure survived the Great Chicago Fire of 
1871, hundreds of Chicagoans attended a 
pro-Ukraine rally at the castellated and 
now-defunct pumping station on March 27.

It was the fifth rally – the third held 
downtown – that the Illinois Division of the 
Ukrainian Congress Committee of America 
(UCCA) has held since Kremlin dictator 
Vladimir Putin ordered a multi-pronged 
assault on the neighboring country that 
began on February 24.

Thousands of civilians and soldiers have 
died, and a quarter of Ukraine’s approxi-
mate pre-invasion population of some 44 
million people has been displaced, leading 
to the biggest migration and humanitarian 
crisis on the European continent since 
World War II. Whole villages, towns and 
several cities have been obliterated as a 
result of a relentless Russian bombard-
ment, prompting the U.S. and European 
Union (EU) to accuse Russia of committing 
war crimes.

As at previous rallies, local UCCA chapter 
head Ihor Diaczun was master of ceremo-
nies. He introduced three national lawmak-
ers, a city alderman and local community 
leaders to speak before what a Chicago 
police officer said was a crowd of about 

300-400 protesters.
The Ukrainian Weekly witnessed more 

rally goers join the culmination of the rally, 
which ended beyond the city’s Loop at 
Millennium Park, where the Ukrainian 
national anthem was sung as plumes of the 
country’s national colors of blue and yellow 
smoke billowed over the Cloud Gate sculp-
ture.

“Ukraine has shattered the myth that 
Russia cannot be defeated … [and is dis-
playing that it’s] a foolish war,” Mr. Diaczun 
said, referring to the heavy losses Russia 
has sustained in personnel and materiel.

NATO last week said that up to 15,000 
Russian soldiers have been killed since the 
full-scale war began, about the same num-
ber of troops that had perished after a 
decade of the Soviet Union’s disastrous 
invasion of Afghanistan in 1979-1989.

Ukraine’s military said on March 28 that 
an estimated 17,000 Russian military per-
sonnel have been killed, about 400 more 
than the previous day.

Some 150,000-190,000 Russian military 
personnel, according to British and U.S. 
estimates, were part of the initial invading 
Russian force. Putin has waged a war on 
Ukraine since 2014 when he ordered the 
forcible seizure of Ukraine’s Crimean 
Peninsula and the easternmost regions of 
Luhansk and Donetsk.

Serhiy Koledov, Ukraine’s general consul 
in Chicago, also noted Ukraine’s fierce 
resistance despite Russia’s overwhelming 

superiority in manpower and weapons.
“Ukraine didn’t fall in three days [as mili-

tary experts had expected] and Kherson is 
the only [regional capital] to have been 
taken,” he said, while adding that Ukraine is 
now successfully launching counterattacks.

The consul general also said Russia still 
has not established superiority over 
Ukraine’s skies, and he said that his country 
has more tanks now than before the 
renewed invasion because Ukraine’s forces 
have captured more Russian tanks than 
they have lost.

He called on the West and other coun-
tries to impose additional sanctions on 
Moscow as well as Belarus, which enabled 
the invasion by allowing Russia to use it as 
a launching pad and continued base of 
operations from which to attack Ukraine.

Mr. Koledov also called on U.S. agricul-
tural giants ADM and Cargill to join the 
more than 400 companies which have left 
or suspended operations in Russia over the 
country’s invasion.

“Peace is needed immediately,” he said. 
“This is a war for independence and we 
must win.”

Protest takes place on 32nd day of Russia’s all-out  
invasion of Ukraine

Ihor Diaczun, local chapter head of the 
Ukrainian Congress Committee of 
America, stands as the U.S. national 
anthem is played on March 27 at the 
Water Tower Place building in downtown 

Chicago.

U.S. Rep. Jan Schakowsky (D-Ill.) 
addressed an assembly of about 300-400 
people at Chicago’s Water Tower Place 

building on March 27.

Ukraine, as well as imposing a ban on 
exports of alumina and aluminum ores, 
including bauxite, to Russia.

The additional support will bring 
Australia’s total military assistance for 
Ukraine so far to $116 million.

Australia has also imposed a total of 476 
sanctions on 443 individuals, including 
businessmen close to Russian President 
Vladimir Putin, and 33 entities, including 
most of Russia’s banking sector and all enti-
ties responsible for the country’s sovereign 
debt.

Earlier, Mr. Zelenskyy and U.S. President 
Joe Biden discussed specific defensive sup-
port, a new package of sanctions against 
Russia and financial and humanitarian aid 
in an hourlong call.

Messrs. Biden and Zelenskyy also dis-
cussed the critical effect weapons supplies 
has had on the conflict and continued 
efforts to identify additional capabilities to 
help Ukraine’s military defend the country.

A Pentagon official said not all the weap-
onry Mr. Biden promised in mid-March had 
been delivered yet.

Celeste Wallander, an assistant secretary 
of defense, told a congressional hearing 
that a package that includes 100 kamikaze-
like Switchblade drones is in the process of 
being delivered.

Ms. Wallander said the United States 
also is working on getting countries that 
have Soviet-made S-300 anti-aircraft bat-
teries to send them to Ukraine. One of the 
countries it has approached is Slovakia, 
which wants to replace its S-300s with 
more modern U.S.-made Patriot missile 
batteries, she said.

A delegation of Ukrainian lawmakers 
visited Washington on March 30 to push 
for more U.S. assistance, saying their coun-

try needs more military equipment, more 
financial help and tougher sanctions 
against Russia.

“We need to kick Russian soldiers off our 
land, and for that we need all, all possible 
weapons,” Ukrainian parliament member 
Anastasia Radina said at a news conference 
at the Ukrainian Embassy.

In the nearly five weeks since the inva-
sion began, Russian forces have been halted 
on many fronts by stiff resistance from 
Ukrainian forces.

NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg 
told a news conference on March 31 that 
Russia was not pulling back its troops like it 
said it would, and was instead repositioning 
them. He said he expected the troop move-
ments to result in “additional offensive 
actions.”

“According to our intelligence, Russian 
units are not withdrawing but reposition-
ing. Russia is trying to regroup, resupply 

and reinforce its offensive in the Donbas 
region” in eastern Ukraine, Mr. Stoltenberg 
said.

“At the same time, Russia maintains 
pressure on Kyiv and other cities. So, we 
can expect additional offensive actions, 
bringing even more suffering,” he added.

British military intelligence said on 
March 31 that Russia continued shelling 
and launching missile strikes in Ukraine’s 
northern city of Chernihiv, despite its pledge 
to reduce military activity around the area.

Russian troops continue to hold posi-
tions to the east and west of Kyiv despite the 
withdrawal of a limited number of units, the 
Ministry of Defense said in a statement.

“Heavy fighting will likely take place in 
the suburbs of the city in coming days,” the 
ministry said.

Heavy fighting continued in the strategic 
port city of Mariupol, a key objective of 
Russian forces, the ministry said, adding 

that Ukrainian forces remain in control of 
the city center.

Kyiv Mayor Vitali Klitschko said Russia’s 
pledge to curtail operations near Kyiv and 
the northern city of Chernihiv was not true.

“The whole night we listened to sirens, 
to rocket attacks and we listened to huge 
explosions east of Kyiv and north of Kyiv,” 
Mr. Klitschko said in a video address to EU 
regional officials. “There are immense bat-
tles there, people died, still die.”

Russian troops also stepped up their 
attacks around the eastern city of Izyum 
and the eastern Donetsk region after rede-
ploying some units from other areas, the 
Ukrainian side said.

The European Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development (EBRD) said on March 31 
that the Russian and Ukrainian economies 
will contract by 10 percent and 20 percent, 
respectively, this year as the war between 
the two countries causes “the greatest sup-
ply shock” in half a century.

The London-based EBRD is the first 
international financial institution to update 
its guidance since the outbreak of the war 
in Ukraine last month.

Before Russia’s unprovoked invasion of 
Ukraine on February 24, the EBRD had 
been forecasting growth of 3.5 percent for 
Ukraine and 3.0 percent for Russia.

The latest prognoses “assume that a 
cease-fire is brokered within a couple of 
months, followed soon after by the start of 
a major reconstruction effort in Ukraine,” 
EBRD said on March 31.

(With reporting by Current Time, RFE/
RL’s Ukrainian Service, RFE/RL’s Russian 
Service, AP, AFP and Reuters)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-russia-
regrouping-donbas/31779097.html).

(Continued from page 3)

War ‘at turning’...

A map shows the state of the Russian military’s advances around Kyiv as of March 30.

Institute for the Study of War via RFE/RL

Mark Raczkiewycz

(Continued on page 11)
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pouncing upon the Russian military.
As of the 36th day of the all-out war, 

bridges have been destroyed around the 
surrounding Kyiv suburbs, and columns of 
Russians forces were picked apart on the 
ground with anti-armor weapons, well-
coordinated artillery and drone attacks to 
disrupt supply lines. The Ukrainian forces 
have also skillfully used guerilla-style tactics.

By March 29, Ukrainian and Russian del-
egations again met face-to-face for talks, 
the first in more than two weeks, hosted by 
NATO-country Turkey.

Meeting again without a declared cease-
fire, a deputy Russian Defense Minister 
pledged afterward that Russia would “sus-
pend” military activity in the vicinity of 
Kyiv.

Still, aerial bombardment intensified on 
Chernihiv to the north afterward causing 
injury to 25 civilians the following day in 
what the regional capital Mayor Vladyslav 
Atroshenko said was a “colossal attack.”

Entire predominantly Russian-speaking 
cities, towns and villages have been 
reduced to rubble, such as Mariupol, 
Kharkiv and Izyum.

Kyiv, London and Washington were 
skeptical of Russia’s promises to halt com-
bat operations, although pockets of Russian 
forces were reported to be repositioning 
from the Kyiv area, including as far north as 
Chornobyl and Slavutych, but its remaining 
forces appeared to be digging in.

“Russian forces continue to hold posi-
tions to the east and west of Kyiv despite 
the withdrawal of a limited number of 
units,” the British Defense Ministry stated. 
“Heavy fighting will likely take place in the 
suburbs of the city in the coming days.”

U.S. President Joe Biden also doubted 
Russia’s pledge to deescalate after the talks 
in Istanbul.

“We’ll see. I won’t predict anything until 
I see what Russia’s actions are,” he said 
when asked to comment on the negotia-
tions. “We will find out what Russia is plan-
ning on doing, but in the meantime, we will 
continue to maintain strong sanctions, con-
tinue to provide Ukraine with the means to 
defend itself and continue to closely moni-
tor what is happening.”

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensk-
yy also said at a midnight address to the 
nation on March 31 that the country he 
leads isn’t naïve.

He held an hour-long conversation with 
his U.S. counterpart the past week asking for 
more weapons, stricter sanctions against 
Russia and more financial assistance.

“Ukrainians are not naïve. … Of course, 
we see all the risks. Of course, we don’t 
have a reason to trust the words of repre-
sentatives of a country that wages war 
against us.”

Kyiv on March 31 reported having killed 

about 17,500 invading Russian personnel, 
destroying from a quarter to a third of 
Russia’s pre-invasion materiel.

Earlier this month, Mr. Zelenskyy called 
Russia’s military “incompetent” while say-
ing Russia had “sent its people to slaugh-
ter” and that the invading country is experi-
encing “unprecedented losses.”

His remarks coincided with what a 
British spy chief said about low morale and 
discontent among Russian troops.

Jeremy Fleming, head of British intelli-
gence, said Russian troops are “refusing to 
carry out orders, sabotaging their own 
equipment and even accidentally shooting 
down their own aircraft.”

According to reporting by Sky News and 
the Financial Times, he added: “Even 
though we believe Putin’s advisers are 
afraid to tell him the truth, what’s going on 
and the extent of these misjudgments must 
be crystal clear to the regime.”

Preceding his statement on March 30, 
U.S. Defense Department spokesperson 
John Kirby said Washington also believes 
Putin was being misled by his inner-circle.

“The fact that he [Putin] may not have all 
the context, that he may not fully under-
stand the degree to which his forces are 
failing in Ukraine, that’s a little discomfort-
ing,” Mr. Kirby said.

An objective Russia has already achieved 
is to establish a land bridge to occupied 
Crimea by seizing the southern areas from 
the Rostov-on-Don region at its border into 
Ukraine through Mariupol, Melitopol and 
Kherson. It also seized control of a dam that 
could renew the supply of water to Crimea 
from Kakhovka in the Kherson region that 
was occupied. Ukrainian forces still could 
sabotage that effort by bombing the area.

U.S. and British intelligence also say that 
the besieged Azov port city of Mariupol is 
still held by Ukraine, but Russian forces are 
within the city center.

Also in the south, another port city, 
Mykolaiv, has successfully repelled attacks, 
but Russia is still within range of being able 
to indiscriminately bombard the city. On 
March 29, a Russian projectile struck the 
regional capital’s administrative building, 
killing at least 20 people, the State 
Emergency Service said. 

Nearby in Kryvi Rih in the Dnipropet-
rovsk region, the city’s mayor Oleksandr 
Vilkul said Ukrainian forces had pushed 
back Russian forces by 40-60 kilometers.

That area is key if Ukraine aims to stop 
Russian ground forces from advancing on 
Odesa, the Black Sea port city that still faces 
the threat of a potential naval assault.

In the east, Ukraine’s military is report-
ing that Russian forces are trying to bypass 
Izyum, a city on the eastern edge of the 

(Continued from page 1)

Kyiv pushes...

Kharkiv region, to eventually attack the 
symbolic cities Kramatorsk and Slovyansk 
in Donetsk Oblast. Ukraine liberated them 
in 2014 in a counter-offensive when Russia 
first invaded the country after capturing 
Crimea.

Human costs

About a quarter of Ukraine’s pre-inva-
sion population has been displaced with 
more than 4 million people fleeing the 
country, according to the United Nations. At 
least 145 children have been killed and 222 
wounded.

U.N. Human Rights chief Michelle 
Bachelet said on March 30 that Russia may 
have committed “war crimes,” adding that 
Ukraine is “enduring a living nightmare” 
due to the bombardment of civilian targets.

Mariupol Mayor Vadym Boychenko told 
Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty that 40 
percent of the Donetsk region’s second 
largest city is now uninhabitable and that 
some 5,000 residents have been killed.

In an interview with London-based The 
Economist magazine, the Ukrainian presi-
dent said that civil servants, including may-
ors, in occupied towns and cities have been 
kidnapped and even killed.

Mounting accounts of Russians raping 
women are also surfacing. Ukrainian 
Prosecutor General Iryna Venediktova on 
Facebook has said that reports are being 
filed of sexual violence toward women by 
Russians.

The Times of London published a per-
sonal account of a woman in the Kyiv 
region on March 28 saying she was raped 
by two Russian soldiers as her toddler 
wept in a nearby boiler room.

More sanctions

The U.S. and Britain imposed additional 
sanctions designed to deter Russia’s behav-
ior on March 31. Previous sanctions by 
them, the European Union, Japan, Australia, 
Canada and Japan have begun to cripple 
Russia’s economy and reduce its ability to 
access its war chest.

The U.S. Treasury department said it 
closed additional sanction-evasive “net-
works” that were run by 21 entities and 13 
individuals in the technology sector, some 
of which were described as “cyber actors.”

Meanwhile, Britain announced it was 
sanctioning the so-called Butcher of 
Mariupol, Russian Col. Gen. Mikhail 
Mizintsev, who is leading the assault on the 
embattled city. 

“#Putin’s war on #Ukraine is based on a 
torrent of lies,” tweeted British Foreign 
Affairs Secretary Liz Truss. “We will keep 
on going w/more sanctions to ramp up the 
pressure on Russia & ensure Putin loses in 
Ukraine. Nothing & no one is off the table.”

Roman Hrybov, a Ukrainian border guardsman stationed on Snake Island who 
famously uttered “go f--- yourself” to a Russian war vessel demanding the surrender 
of Ukrainian soldiers stationed on the island, was released during a prisoner exchange 

on March 28 and was awarded a military medal for his service.

Defense Ministry of Ukraine

A graphic shows the breadth of civilian 
destruction inflicted by the Russian mili-

tary in Kharkiv.

Anti-Corruption Action Center
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Russia’s unprovoked and premeditated war on Ukraine – which began eight years 
ago in 2014, and escalated massively when Russian President Vladimir Putin 
ordered his force of some 150,000 troops to invade Ukraine on February 24 – has 
clearly reached a new phase at the end of March.  By various accounts, Putin 
believed his invading forces would roll through Ukraine and he would hold a victory 
parade in the Ukrainian capital only days after ordering the invasion (by various 
accounts, Russian troops even brought dress uniforms with them for the expected 
parade).

While, in the opening days and weeks of the war, the Armed Forces of Ukraine 
held on during a relentless Russian assault, there are growing signs that Ukraine’s 
soldiers have gone on the offensive in several fronts of the war. The Ukrainian mili-
tary recently said it recaptured the Kyiv suburb of Irpin northwest of the capital. 
And, according to a Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty report on March 30, Ukrainian 
forces recaptured the town of Trostyanets in eastern Ukraine. The town is located 
just 25 miles from the Russian border.

These claims have been buoyed by reports from the United States that Russia has 
sustained “incredible” losses since the start of the war.

“I think that, unfortunately, the Russians have not yet fully learned how tough the 
Ukrainian military is,” U.S. Under Secretary of State Victoria Nuland said in an inter-
view with RFE/RL’s Current Time on March 29. “They are taking incredible losses 
on the Russian side – you know, by our estimates, more than 10,000 Russian dead,” 
Ms. Nuland said.  Meanwhile, Ukrainian officials have claimed that Russian deaths 
were over 17,000 soldiers.

On March 29, Russian Deputy Defense Minister Aleksandr Fromin said his coun-
try was repositioning its forces and claimed the mission would now focus on 
eastern Ukraine.  Despite that announcement, Ukrainian soldiers reported that the 
shelling in Kyiv had become heavier than usual.  In an astonishing announcement 
that reflected just how poorly the war was going for Putin, on March 31 CNN report-
ed that the Russian ruler had announced that some 135,000 Russians would be 
drafted into the military.  Morale in the Russian military is already incredibly low.  
Such a draft will certainly only hurt Russian troop morale.

Ms. Nuland said that Moscow’s announcement that it was repositioning its forces 
was “a direct result of the fierce resistance that the Ukrainians put up outside of 
Kyiv and its suburbs and in Chernihiv.”

“However, we know that this is just a repositioning of Russian forces and that 
they will be back in other parts of Ukraine and that they continue to pound 
Mariupol and Kherson and other parts of the country,” she said.  There is still also 
great concern that, cornered and without a face-saving way out of his war, Putin 
may resort to using chemical or nuclear weapons in Ukraine.

While we certainly don’t want to see more bloodshed and suffering in Ukraine – 
particularly among the civilian population which has suffered the most in this war – 
we also believe this may be Ukraine’s best opportunity to take the fight to Russia 
and reclaim the Crimean Peninsula and the regions of Luhansk and Donetsk that 
were illegally taken from them in 2014.  As this war moves into its second month, 
we urge all Ukrainians around the world to continue doing everything they can to 
support Ukrainians with humanitarian, financial and medical aid. This will likely 
become a war of attrition, but it is a war Ukraine must win, both for itself and for all 
freedom-loving democracies around the world.

The Ukrainian Weekly

Eight years ago, on April 7, 2014, protesters seized control of 
state buildings in Donetsk Oblast and declared an independent 
republic. Self-declared authorities invited Russian soldiers to 
ensure a referendum to join the Russian Federation. It was a 
move that echoed the Russia playbook in Crimea just three 
weeks prior.

The situation grew tense as Ukraine’s law enforcement authorities freed most of the 
buildings that were seized, while at the same time did not fire their weapons at the pro-
testers and did not give Russia a pretext to invade.

During the seizure of city centers in Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts, 500 activists 
stormed the Kharkiv Oblast Council building on April 6.

Ukraine’s Internal Affairs Minister Arsen Avakov, in a Facebook post, noted, “Putin and 
[Viktor] Yanukovych ordered and paid for the latest wave of separatist unrest in the coun-
try’s east.” Many of those involved were paid provocateurs, including women and young-
sters, he added. “They were provoking the conflict into blood and victims. I’ll answer the 
separatists and hotheads who are demanding to halt the disorder at any price: the situa-
tion will be brought under control without blood,” Mr. Avakov said.

Ukrainian authorities retook control of Kharkiv on April 8 and more than 70 pro-Russia 
protesters were arrested, with 64 of them residents of Kharkiv.

In Luhansk, masked and armed pro-Russia activists seized control of the Security 
Service of Ukraine (SBU) headquarters on April 7. The next day, the separatists placed 
mines throughout the building and took 60 hostages. They were all released by the follow-
ing morning.

Clashes erupted between pro-European Union (EU) and pro-Russia activists in 
Mykolaiv that left 15 injured and 23 arrested. A pro-EU activist in Cherkasy Oblast, Vasyl 
Serhiyenko, 57, was kidnapped from his house, tortured and killed.

Luhansk millionaire and businessman Volodymyr Landik noted that the SBU building 
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Turning the pages back...

by Richard Arnold
Eurasia Daily Monitor

As the Kremlin’s unprovoked large-scale 
war against Ukraine continues, the Russian 
Armed Forces are reportedly experiencing 
chronic supply and troop shortages. And 
now, evidence is growing that the military 
has been turning to Russia’s registered 
Cossack movement to provide more men 
for the fight as a well as a morale boost for 
the population.

Coffins are being returned to Cossack 
stanitsas (communities, settlements). For 
example, the body of captain Vyacheslav 
Maklagin arrived at the village of 
Novoshakatinskaya, Rostov Oblast, follow-
ing his death, on February 28, in what 
Russian President Vladimir Putin euphe-
mistically calls a “special military opera-
tion” in Ukraine. Mr. Maklagin was a gradu-
ate of the Ataman Platov Southern State 
Polytechnic University, where he acquired 
technical skills and also become a member 
of the Platov Cossack Hundred. Since its 
inception in 2015, Platov University has 
produced 172 alumni who have gone on to 
become officers in the Russian army. After 
leaving the university, he decided to dedi-
cate his life to the Russian Armed Forces 
and saw combat in Syria. He was posthu-
mously awarded a medal for fighting 
“Nazism” in the Donbas (Vsko.ru, March 24; 
Npi-tu.ru, March 10). Likewise, on March 4, 
Artem Teplov of the Rostov settlement of 
Novoskhaktinsk was killed. Mr. Teplov 
served in the Novoshaktinsk Cossack dru-
zhini (patrol), and the Cossacks of his set-
tlement vowed to take part in mourning for 
him (Don Cossack news, March 11). News 
of such deaths confirm that Cossack 
reserves are actively being called up.

Indeed, reporting from “Orthodox oli-
garch” Konstantin Malofeev’s Tsargrad tele-
vision network suggests that entire Russian 
Cossack battalions are already fighting in 
Ukraine. In particular, a video from war 
correspondent Evgeny Lisitsyn ostensibly 
shows a Cossack battalion receiving coordi-
nates of Ukrainian troops and then operat-
ing in a combined-arms operation to neu-
tralize them. The Cossacks, the exposé says, 
are waiting “until the victory parade in Kyiv, 
when all the Nazis are destroyed” 
(Tsargrad TV, March 14). This information 
is difficult to verify independently, but it 
being disinformation seems unlikely. After 
all, the Cossack units are supposed to be 
reserve forces; their large-scale use in com-
bat at this point, therefore, implicitly 
undermines the Kremlin’s messaging that 
the war is still going well. And so, it seems 
unlikely that Mr. Malofeev – someone with 
particularly close connections to the 
Kremlin – would be permitted to broadcast 
such potentially politically damaging infor-
mation unless true. Clearly, the propaganda 
value of broad and enthusiastic Cossack 
mobilization is meant to trump worries 
about manning shortages.

News accounts also claim that Cossack 
groups created in Sevastopol and Crimea 
(Black Sea Host) are being called up for the 
war. These Cossacks were actively involved 
in the annexation of Crimea in 2014, where 
some sources accused them of torturing 
pro-Ukrainian activists (Telegraf.ua, March 
22). Given the reported shortages of active 
Russian military troops involved in the con-
flict (see Eurasia Daily Monitor, March 16, 
28, 29), it is not surprising that Russia is 
mobilizing its latent reserves, including the 
Cossacks.

Ukrainian sources, meanwhile, are 
reporting that the Russian Cossacks are 
committing war crimes in the occupied ter-
ritories. Statistics purporting to show the 
“rocket artillery battalion of the 205th 
Separate Motorized Rifle Cossack Brigade 
(military unit 74814) directly destroying 
civilians and cities of Ukraine” are available 
on the Ukrainian Ministry of Defense web-
site (Gur.gov.ua, March 21). For the previ-
ous eight years, stories periodically trickled 
out of Russian Cossacks who were operat-
ing in the occupied territories of Luhansk 
engaging in “looting, robbery and murder.” 
In the settlement of Krasny Luch, in 2014, 
Ataman (chief) Sergei Kosogor oversaw a 
“one-man dictatorship” and a “parallel” 
power structure in the war-torn province 
until his arrest in 2015. After Mr. Kosogor’s 
removal, a brief but violent power struggle 
ensued. Such recent history demonstrates 
what “the arrival of the Russian world 
[Russkiy mir] looks like,” Ukrainian journal-
ist Denis Kazansky wrote in 2018 (Antikor, 
October 31, 2018).

Finally, Russia’s Cossacks have been 
playing a supporting role in boosting 
Russian morale for the invasion of Ukraine. 
Primarily, this entails popularizing the “Z” 
campaign orchestrated by the Russian gov-
ernment. The Don Cossacks, for instance, 
created a page on their website featuring 
nothing but pastiche images of the Don 
insignia intertwined with the letter “Z” 
(Don-kazak.ru, March 4). In Pyatigorsk, the 
celebration of the eighth anniversary of the 
“reunification” of Crimea with Russia was 
marked by a concert called “Russia, Crimea, 
Donbas,” where one of the headline acts was 
the appearance of the Terek Cossack ata-
man (Terkv.ru, March 18). Moreover, 
Cossacks in the Crimean region of Feodosia 
participated in “a large-scale rally” where 
“the cars were decorated with the flags of 
Russia and the republic of Crimea, as well as 
the letters ‘Z’ and ‘ZA.’” The Black Sea 
Cossacks throughout occupied Crimea lent 
their support by holding parallel actions in 
their villages. In front of the walls of the 
ancient Kafa fortress on Karantine, Cossacks 
and their cadets launched a supposedly 
spontaneous “flashmob,” which involved 
them creating an enormous letter “Z” with 
their bodies (Vsko.ru, March 10). With the 
war in Ukraine not going according to plan, 
the regime’s purpose in boosting the 
Cossack movement has become clearer: 
drawing on a pool of military reservists, 
maintaining combat readiness and ideologi-
cally indoctrinating Russian youth.

Yet the impression that Cossack opinion 
unanimously stands behind Moscow prob-
ably diverges from the truth. While many of 
the main Cossack websites, including that 
of the “free” (that is, not officially recog-
nized or sanctioned by the Russian govern-
ment) Union of Cossacks, are united in sup-
port of the war, some sources on the 
ground suggest a different picture. For 
instance, there have been unconfirmed 
reports of a rally of free Cossacks in 
Orenburg to collect volunteers to go to the 
warzone and defend Ukraine against 
Russia. Such rumors are lent credibility by 
context. Whereas the slogan of the state-
organized Cossacks in Russia is “For faith, 
Tsar and fatherland,” that of free Cossack 
groups in both Russia and Ukraine pointed-
ly remains “For faith, free will and father-
land” (Allcossacks.ru, accessed March 27). 
Similarly, some Ukrainian words survive in 

Russian cossacks and the continuation  
of the war in Ukraine

(Continued on page 7)

A war Ukrainians must win
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by Askold S. Lozynskyj

I spoke on the phone with a longtime 
friend in Kyiv on March 25. I have known 
him for many years. Our conversation 
relaxed me and more importantly it 
seemed to be good for him. He is extremely 
proud of our men and women who are 
defending Ukraine. However, there are 
repeated moments during the day and 
night when air raid sirens go off and he 
needs to go to the basement for cover. 
There is also a very colorful red sky in Kyiv 
proper, especially at night. He told me that 
our people have grown tremendously in 
the past four weeks. Now no one will say 
that Ukraine is not militarily ready for the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization. If 
NATO joins Ukraine in its fight against 
Russia, then Ukraine will lead NATO 
together with America.

My friend is a big fan of the United 
States. Today, he is extremely grateful that 
America is helping Ukraine so much, but he 
prays that it will continue to help.

He told me that all of Kyiv now speaks 
only Ukrainian. It was a mystery to me 
when I visited Kyiv only last summer. I 
went to restaurants and experienced my 
normal Russian language confrontations. I 
am not a passive observer. The war actually 
started in 2014. During the presidential 
election in Ukraine, I went to Kharkiv. A 
Russian speaking village council head told 
me the Russians have made him a 
Banderite.

It was so nice to hear my friend’s voice. 
However, the war and the physical destruc-
tion of Ukraine will require a lot of physical 
reconstruction of Ukraine’s infrastructure. 
And it will require even more rebuilding of 
human life.

So, we have already started talking 
about the future, but the war is not over. 
Prospects for human development will be 
limited. My friend has high hopes for 
reconstruction through an American plan 
similar to the Marshall Plan enacted in 
1948 to provide foreign aid to Western 
Europe after the conclusion of World War 
II.

Ukraine, albeit somewhat physically 
diminished, is growing before our eyes as 
not only a European but Ukrainian country, 
known all over the world for its spirituality, 
perseverance and even military prowess 
and bravery. That is why we say that we 
are of cossack descent.

We have jumped forward a bit ahead of 
ourselves. First, Ukraine must defeat the 
enemy, an enemy unlike any the world has 
seen since Hitler. There are so many war 
crimes here. Russians shot missiles at civil-
ians, children and homes. And what’s next? 
Like a mad beast, the Muscovites – wheth-
er Russian President Vladimir Putin or 
Kyril (a putative religious patriarch) – 

want to wipe the Ukrainian nation off the 
face of the earth. As a result of Muscovite 
shortcomings on the battlefield and its 
great human losses (i.e. military losses), 
their shame burns like a fire inside those 
beasts. In retaliation they are then capable 
of anything, including launching biological, 
chemical and even nuclear weapons 
attacks. Human life – that is, the civilian 
population and innocent children – do not 
matter.

At a recent press conference in Brussels, 
U.S. President Joe Biden answered ques-
tions about Russia’s use of chemical weap-
ons. If such weapons were used in Ukraine, 
there would be an appropriate response 
from the United States and NATO, the pres-
ident said. In a speech in Warsaw the fol-
lowing day, for the first time President 
Biden revealed what needs to be done. He 
said that Putin must be removed from 
power. How this should happen and who 
should do the job are the second and third 
questions.

In fact, we should also consider what the 
end of the war might look like. Ukraine 
must be victorious, the enemy must retreat 
beyond all borders of Ukraine, Russia must 
surrender the Ukrainian regions of the 
Donbas and Crimea as they are integral 
parts of Ukrainian territory. Economic 
sanctions must continue. Moscow must be 
made an outcast. The Muscovites them-
selves will either kill or arrest their mental-
ly ill leader – they don’t care whether he is 
killed or arrested. No man, no problem was 
the mantra of the old Soviet Russia. This 
has survived. Sanctions and complete isola-
tion will do their thing and the empire will 
fall. The nations within the empire will 
strive for at least autonomy. Russia will 
never be a normal country. Her church is 
abnormal; it is Stalin’s church. Its people 
are a creation that grew up in the swamps 
of Moscow, St. Petersburg, on Cossack 
bones. They were fed lard and moonshine. 
May they live and, if they do not change, 
they will rot. The good ones will leave this 
hell.

There is a young generation of extreme-
ly capable people in Ukraine. I am not clos-
ing the door on the older generation. All 
Ukrainians can have and deserve a normal 
fruitful European life in their beloved 
Ukraine. They themselves will rebuild it 
with our Western help.

For now, we must continue to fight. All 
of us must move in one direction, first to 
victory and then to reconstruction. Each of 
us has a job to do. Let us not forget 
Shevchenko: “There is no other Ukraine in 
the world, there is no other Dnipro.”

Askold S. Lozynskyj is an attorney at law 
based in New York City who served as presi-
dent of the Ukrainian World Congress in 
1998-2008.

A conversation with a friend
 COMMENTARY

It has finally come to this. After centuries 
of struggling for independence, the 
Ukrainian people are fighting their last and 
final battle for freedom. And they’re winning. 
Ukrainians are fighting a righteous war.

There are those in Washington and 
Europe, however, who are suggesting, even 
pressuring Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy to quit while he’s ahead. They 
say, “Make a deal with the Kremlin now, Mr. 
President,and end the bloodshed.” I hope 
Ukraine’s president ignores the temptation. 
It’s now or never for Ukraine.

If there is one thing Ukraine and the 
world should have learned from history it 
is this: making deals with Russia rarely 
works. The Kremlin’s promises, no matter 
how solemn, rarely have much meaning. 
Russian leaders lie, steal, obfuscate, dodge, 
deny and threaten. When that fails, then 
there’s always war, the Russian fallback 
position in their foreign policy playbook.

A favorite tactic of the Kremlin has been 
historical revisionism and falsification. A 
prime example is the history of Kyivan Rus’, 
an integral part of the Ukrainian narrative. 
Kyivan Rus’ was once a large empire that 
stretched from the Black to the Baltic seas. 
Volodymyr the Great, a Kyivan ruler, intro-
duced Christianity to Ukraine in 988. Kyiv 
was sacked by the Mongols in 1240, forcing 
Kyiv’s inhabitants to flee west and eventual-
ly establish a successor state, the Kingdom 
of Galicia/Volynia. This, too, is part of the 
Ukrainian narrative regarding its origins.

The true historical narrative of Russia 
does not begin until the first mention of 
Muscovy in 1147. Kyiv is not mentioned at 
all. Muscovy actually attacked Kyiv in 1169. 
It was not until after Peter the Great’s victo-
ry at Poltava in 1709 that the Muscovites 
laid claim to Kyivan Rus’ and began to call 
themselves “Russians.”

Another Russian falsification of history 
revolves around the Treaty of Pereyaslav, 
concluded in 1653 between the Ukrainian 
cossacks led by Hetman Bohdan Khmelny-
tsky, and Moscow. Having defeated the Poles, 
Ukraine’s hetman needed to protect and 
consolidate his victory, especially since the 
Tatars, his erstwhile allies, had abandoned 
him. He thought that an Orthodox monarch 
could provide Ukraine’s freedom with legiti-
macy and protection. Foolishly selecting the 
tsar of Russia, Hetman Khmelnytsky signed 
an agreement with Moscow, which he 
believed was a temporary alliance between 
two equal geopolitical entities.

Russia had a different interpretation. To 
“protect” Ukraine from Polish incursions, 
Russians began stationing troops in their 
new protectorate. They never left. In 1954, 
the Communist Party of the Soviet Union 
announced that the Pereyaslav Agreement 
was the natural culmination of the age-old 
desire of Ukrainians and Russians to be 
united. One-time FBI director J. Edgar 
Hoover once described the Russians as 
“masters of deceit.”

Russia’s latest fantastical narrative on 
Ukraine is that Nazis are ruling the country. 
For Russia to feel safe, Putin declared that 
Ukraine needed “de-nazification.” Russian 
tanks rolled in on February 24. The world 
quickly discovered that the Russian military 
is not the mighty fighting force many believed 
it was. Russia had fooled us once again.

Lies have been part of the Russian diplo-
matic arsenal for years. John Hay, secretary of 

state under President Theodore Roosevelt, 
for example, confronted the Kremlin’s efforts 
to expand the Russian Empire to the east. 
When Japan and the U.S. protested, Russia 
denied what was obvious to all. “Dealing 
with a government with whom mendacity 
is a science,” Mr. Hay told President 
Roosevelt, “is an extremely difficult and 
delicate matter.” The Russo-Japanese War 
of 1904-1905 came next. Russia lost.

Today, Russia is attempting to expand its 
empire westward at the expense of 
Ukraine. It’s not working. Estimates of 
Russian war dead in Putin’s unjust attack 
run as high as 15,000 soldiers, including 
seven generals. The Kremlin’s leaders were 
hoping for a quick victory. They were 
mightily disappointed. The president of 
Ukraine did not up and run, and the 
Ukrainian military punched back hard. The 
war is in its fifth week with no end in sight.

Once more Ukraine is fighting for its 
freedom. This time, however, the entire free 
world is on its side. The United States and 
the European Union are providing sophisti-
cated weaponry and ordinance, as well as 
billions of dollars in humanitarian assis-
tance.

Ukrainians have suffered much this past 
month to maintain their sovereign nation. 
The Wall Street Journal wrote the follow-
ing: “More than 10 million people in 
Ukraine have been uprooted by the fight-
ing.” An estimated 3.8 million citizens of 
Ukraine, mostly women and children, have 
fled the country. Almost 1 million refugees 
have crossed the border into Poland. 
Others have gone to Moldova, Hungary, 
Slovakia, Romania and even Germany and 
Spain. While in Warsaw this past week, U.S. 
President Joe Biden said that the United 
States will accept 100,000 Ukrainian dis-
placed persons.

This will be the fifth mass immigration 
of Ukrainians to the United States. The 
post-World War II immigration (the third) 
also involved Ukrainian refugees fleeing 
from barbaric Russians to save their lives. 
Many of these immigrants had high hopes 
of returning to their homeland following 
the collapse of the Soviet Union. Dreams 
faded with the passage of time. The Soviet 
Union didn’t collapse until 1991 – too late 
for any of these aging refugees to return.

Each Ukrainian immigration was differ-
ent from the immigration preceding it. The 
fifth immigration will be different from the 
fourth immigration. Most new Ukrainian 
immigrants coming to the U.S. will be 
women and children. Once here for a while, 
some might decide to remain, convincing 
their husbands to join them. Others will 
return to their family in Ukraine once Putin 
is either deposed or dead. The deceptive 
Kremlin, however, won’t go away. Russia 
will remain Ukraine’s heavy cross to bear 
for a long, long time.

Here’s something to consider, dear read-
er. The fifth wavers will be coming soon. 
They will need our help. Are we – you and 
me – prepared? The answer is yes, or 
course, but how will we help is the more 
important question. Think about it and pre-
pare.

Slava Ukraini! Heroyam Slava!

Myron Kuropas’s e-mail address is  
kuropas@comcast.net.

How we can help Ukrainians  
in their final battle against Russia

in Luhansk was taken by 30 to 50 activists 
who knew what the plan was, the rest were 
drunkards bused in from other regions, 
both from Ukraine and Russia.

U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry called 
Russian Foreign Affairs Minister Sergei 
Lavrov on April 7 to tell him “these [events] 
do not appear to be a spontaneous set of 
events,” U.S. State Department spokeswom-
an Jen Psaki told reporters that day. Mr. 

Kerry added that Russia needed to “public-
ly disavow the activities of separatists, sab-
oteurs and provocateurs, calling for de-
escalation and dialogue, and on all parties 
to refrain from agitation in Ukraine.”

The SBU continued to report arrests of 
Russian nationals who were arrested while 
attempting to destabilize the situation 
within Ukraine.

Source: “Pro-Russian protesters seize 
state buildings in Ukraine’s east,” by Zenon 
Zawada, The Ukrainian Weekly, April 13, 
2014.

(Continued from page 6)

Turning...
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which is about 12 times lower than the per-
haps only somewhat inflated assessment 
provided by the Ukrainian Ministry of 
Defense. Yet information about low-key 
funeral ceremonies in dozens of Russian 
towns and villages is slowly trickling in 
from social media; and no amount of patri-
otic propaganda can inspire the young con-
scripts who expect to be drafted this April 
(Novaya Gazeta, March 25).

Russia has spent so much military man-
power and lost hardware (irreplaceable in 
the current economic conditions) in such 
quantities that even the limited offensive in 
the Donbas will require a redeployment of 
forces from other directions, particularly 
from the southwest, where the attempt to 
circumvent Mykolaiv and advance to Odesa 
had also stalled (BBC News – Russian ser-
vice, March 24). An attempt to pull back 
this over-stretched grouping into a more 
defensible position involves the risk of trig-
gering a rout, as the Ukrainian forces con-
tinue to target supply lines, particularly the 
Chornobaivka airport, where yet another 
Russian high-ranking officer (Lt. Gen. Yakov 
Rezantsev, commander of the 49th Army) 
was killed on March 25 (Grani.ru, March 
25). A possible reduction of the war goals 
to the Donbas region leaves open the key 
strategic question about the land corridor 
to Crimea (see EDM, March 17). Achieving 
this requires firm control over Kherson, 
where mass protests persist despite the 
arrival of reinforcements from the Russian 
National Guard (Rosgvardia) paramilitary 
police (Novoe Vremya, March 26). The vul-
nerability of this corridor was further illu-
minated on March 24 when a Ukrainian 

missile destroyed a large Russian amphibi-
ous ship, Saratov, and damaged two other 
vessels in the Azov Sea port of Berdiansk 
(UNIAN, March 26).

The fast attrition of Russia’s best battal-
ions after a month of hard fighting (and 
three previous months spent in winter 
camps), combined with the absence of 
reserve echelons to draw on, dictates the 
shift in the conduct of Putin’s war. However, 
it is doubtful whether the Russian leader, 
who overruled common strategic sense 
from the conflict’s start, would settle for a 
victory parade in Donetsk, rather than in 
Kyiv (The Insider, March 23). His interfer-
ence has ensured that every revision of the 
strategic guidelines – from the original 
“blitzkrieg” to the present static war of attri-
tion – has been variously flawed (Izvestia, 
March 27). Furthermore, his desire to force 
regime change in Ukraine has likely been 
fortified by the strong resonance from Mr. 
Biden’s devastating final (apparently 
adlibbed) point in his Warsaw speech: “For 
God’s sake, this man [Putin] can’t remain in 
power” (RIA Novosti, March 27).

The particular blend of obsession with a 
historic mission to restore Russia’s great-
ness, disdain for the decadent West, and 
fear of a coup by treacherous courtiers 
could produce any kind of disastrous deci-
sion by the self-isolated and probably delu-
sional Putin. Strategic blunders have mani-
fested themselves faster than economic 
miscalculations. And now it is the Russian 
top brass that faces an acute dilemma, hav-
ing no muscle for a decisive offense but no 
stomach for a protracted defense.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)

Russia’s strategic...
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Selfreliance FCU holds 71st Annual Meeting, reports growth and strong financial standing
by SFCU Marketing and Public 

Relations Department

CHICAGO – The Selfreliance Federal 
Credit Union (SFCU) held its 71st Annual 
Meeting at the organization’s home office in 
Chicago on February 20. The organization’s 
assets have reached $800 million and capi-
tal is approaching $120 million, the SFCU 
leadership reporting during the meeting.

SFCU President and CEO Vitaliy Kutnyy 
said the organization’s financial growth 
over the past year allowed the credit union 
to increase its team of employees to 125 
individuals who serve its 24,400 members 
in three states.

Addressing Russia’s unprovoked and 
premeditated war on Ukraine that began 
on February 24, Mr. Kutnyy said the SFCU 
will again need to help immigrants from 
Ukraine, just as it did when it was first 
chartered in 1951 to provide banking ser-
vices in Ukrainian.

 “Today the story is repeating [itself],” Mr. 
Kutnyy said.  “And, as a result of the terrible 
war in our homeland, we will again see an 
influx of immigrants from Ukraine. The 
Credit Union will do everything possible to 
facilitate their adaptation in a foreign coun-
try, so they can obtain the necessary bank-
ing services in a financial institution which 
speaks their native language and under-
stands the complexity of their situation.”

He added that the organization’s 
Information Center stands ready to help 
Ukrainians start a new life in Chicago.

During the meeting, Chairman of the 
Board of Directors of the SFCU Oleh 
Karawan reported that 2021 was, despite 
all the obstacles, a financially successful 
year. The organization grew in assets, 
increased its loan portfolio and was able to 
help Ukrainian community organizations, 
churches and cultural institutions to weath-
er the pandemic and resume operations, he 
said.  He also expressed the hope that the 
year 2022 would bring peace to Ukraine.

Mr. Karawan opened the annual meeting 
and invited the Ukrainian American 
Veterans to post colors. Ksenia Levkovych 
of the Elegy Studio sang the national 
anthems of the United States and Ukraine, 
and the assembled members sang the 
Prayer for Ukraine. The Rev. Serhiy 
Kovalchuk, pastor of St. Nicholas Cathedral, 
read the invocation.

Mr. Karawan introduced members of the 
Board of Directors and Supervisory 
Committee, and read his greeting to the 
assembly. He called on Victor Wojtychiw, 
vice-chair and secretary of the Board of 
Directors, to read the minutes of the 70th 
Annual Meeting.

In greeting the assembled SFCU mem-
bers, Mr. Karawan said that the organiza-
tion anticipated several weeks earlier hav-
ing a relatively normal Annual Meeting, 
what with the easing of COVID-19 pandem-
ic restrictions and the arrival of spring. 
Then the war began, raining destruction on 
Ukraine’s historic cities and killing its resi-
dents.

Oresta Fedyniak, president of the 
Selfreliance Foundation, reported on the 
Ukraine Relief Fund, which was created on 
February 24 to provide funding to non-gov-
ernmental organizations working in 
Ukraine. The Fund has raised $380,000. The 
Foundation has, so far, donated funds to the 
Ukrainian Medical Association of North 
America (UMANA) Foundation, the United 
Ukrainian American Relief Committee 
(UUARC) and Revived Soldiers Ukraine.

The leadership of the SFCU noted that 
the organization’s growth in lending was 
the result of the good work of its employ-
ees, the strategic leadership of the Board of 
Directors, the effective work of the 
Supervisory Committee and the dedication 
of members of the Advisory Board of New 
Jersey and the Michigan Advisory 
Committee.

Bohdan Wruskyj, Supervisory Committee 
chairman, said this year’s organizational 
review focused on internal audits to ensure 
reports and statements were prepared on 
time and that they accurately reflected 
operations and results.

The review also examined whether the 
SFCU’s internal controls were effectively 
maintained and that they protect the Credit 
Union, its members and personnel; that 
elected officials and employees of the credit 

union perform their duties and responsibil-
ities in an ethical and proper manner; and 
that the plans and policies established by 
the Board of Directors are properly admin-
istered.

Irene Wruskyj reported for the SFCU’s 
Nominating Committee, whose members 
represent three Ukrainian youth organiza-
tions. The Committee recommended a slate 
of three individuals to serve as directors: 
John Oharenko, Bohdan Watral, and Roman 
Yatskovskyy. These three board members 
were reelected unanimously.

Bishop Benedict Aleksiychuk of the 
Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of Chicago con-
gratulated the Board and management of 
SFCU on their achievements and its contin-
ued support of Ukrainian organizations. He 
spoke of the Selfreliance family: the Credit 
Union, Foundation and Association, and he 
addressed the role each play in the 
Ukrainian community in the United States.

Anna Cirilli, principal of St. Nicholas 
Cathedral School, thanked the Credit Union 
and the Foundation, and introduced four 
graduating 8th graders who spoke about 
their experience as students at the school. 
She also said pupils were praying for 
Ukraine, and that the school had already 
welcomed eight new students, all children 
from Ukraine who have been displaced by 
the war.

Vice-Consul Yaroslav Pylypenko of the 
Consulate General of Ukraine in Chicago 
congratulated the Credit Union on the 
exemplary service it provides to Credit 
Union members, and its support of commu-
nity organizations.

Orysia Burdiak, president of the 
Ukrainian American Credit Union 
Association (UACUA), thanked Selfreliance 
for its participation in the Ukrainian 
American cooperative movement.

Ihor Diaczun, president of the Illinois 
Branch of the Ukrainian Congress 
Committee of America (UCCA), thanked 
Selfreliance for its sponsorship of a 
Ukrainian Independence Day parade.

Mr. Wojtychiw read the list of written 
greetings received by the Credit Union on 
the occasion of its 71st Annual Meeting. 
Greetings were offered from the following 
organizations based in Illinois: UACUA, 
Consul General of Ukraine in Chicago, St. 
Nicholas Cathedral School, St. Nicholas 
Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of Chicago, St. 
Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church, St. 
Joseph Ukrainian Catholic Church, 
Immaculate Conception Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, Sts. Volodymyr and Olha Ukrainian 
Catholic Church, Illinois Branch of UCCA, the 
Ukrainian Dance Ensemble Hromovytsia, 

Ukrainian School of Dance, Plast Ukrainian 
Scouting Organization, the Organization of 
the Four Freedoms of Ukraine-Branch 8, the 
Ukrainian National Museum, the Ukrainian 
Catholic University Foundation, Ukrainian 
American Veterans-Post 32, Ukrainian 
American Youth Association-Dmytro 
Vitovsky Branch, the Women’s Association 
for the Defense of Four Freedoms of 
Ukraine, and the Women’s Association for 
the Defense of Four Freedoms of Ukraine-
Alla Horska branch.

Greetings were also delivered from vari-
ous Ukrainian American organizations in 
New Jersey.

The Rev. Ivan Buryadnyk, pastor of St. 
Joseph Ukrainian Catholic Church in 
Chicago, thanked the credit union’s leader-
ship for their diligence. He also described 
his conversation that morning with Irina 
Vashchuk-Discipio, president of Revived 
Soldiers Ukraine, detailing the equipment 
the organization had purchased in Europe 
and shipped to Ukraine for the war effort: 
ambulances and generators for hospitals 
and clinics. That equipment was purchased 
in part to aid received from the Selfreliance 
Foundation’s Ukraine Relief Fund.

The Rev.  Yaroslav Mendiuk of 
Immaculate Conception Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in Palatine, Ill., thanked Selfreliance 
for supporting construction of their new 
church building.

The Rev. Oleh Kryvokulsky of Sts. 
Volodymyr and Olha Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in Chicago expressed his gratitude 
to the Credit Union, and also passed on 
greetings from Bishop Sviatoslav, who 
referred to Selfreliance as the “good 
Samaritan.”

Mr. Karawan concluded the meeting on a 
positive note, expressing hope that the war 
in Ukraine would soon be over. “Slava 
Ukrayini! [Glory to Ukraine],” he said.

The Board of Directors of Selfreliance 
Federal Credit Union for 2022 is made up of 
the following individuals: Mr. Karawan, 
chairman of the Board; Mr. Wojtychiw, vice-
chair and secretary; Mr. Watral, vice-chair 
and treasurer; Ihor Laszok and Ms. 
Fedyniak, vice-chairs; Christina Kozij, John 
Oharenko, Joseph Owerko and Roman 
Yatskovskyy, members; John Pawlyk, hon-
orary member.

For more information about the SFCU, 
readers can visit the organization’s website, 
www.selfreliance.com, which has a video 
and photos of the annual meeting, as well 
as links to the SFCU annual report and 
credit union history. Readers are also 
encouraged to follow the SFCU on 
Facebook. 

 COMMUNITY CHRONICLE

Chairman of the Board of Directors of 
the SFCU Oleh Karawan reported that 
2021 was, despite obstacles, a financially 

successful year for the organization.

Courtesy SFCU

SFCU President and CEO Vitaliy Kutnyy 
said the organization’s financial growth 
over the past year allowed the credit 
union to increase its team of employees.

Victor Wojtychiw, vice-chair and secre-
tary of the Board of Directors, read the 

minutes of the 70th Annual Meeting.

Oresta Fedyniak, president of the 
Selfreliance Foundation, reported that 
the Ukraine Relief Fund has raised 
$380,000 for non-governmental organiza-

tions in Ukraine.

Ksenia Levkovych of the Elegy Studio 
sang the national anthems of the United 
States and Ukraine during the SFCU’s 

71st Annual Meeting on February 20.
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March 30 that the building came under fire 
even though its roof is marked with a Red 
Cross symbol – which is accepted interna-
tionally as an indication that the structure 
holds wounded or ill people, or civilian or 
humanitarian cargo – that is visible from 
the air. There was no immediate confirma-
tion by the Red Cross of the incident. “This 
is another war crime by the Russian Army 
in accordance with the Rome Statute of the 
International Criminal Court and a gross 
violation of the 1949 Geneva Conventions,” 
she wrote, noting there was currently no 
information on possible casualties. “I call 
on the world community to condemn the 

barbaric actions of the occupying country 
in shelling the ICRC building and to take 
measures to end the bloody war on the ter-
ritory of Ukraine as soon as possible,” she 
added. Since it launched its unprovoked 
attack on Ukraine, Russia has denied tar-
geting civilians. However, there has been 
overwhelming evidence from journalists, 
researchers and on social media showing 
apartment buildings, residences, hospitals, 
cultural venues and shopping malls 
destroyed by Russian air strikes and shell-
ing. Mariupol, a strategic port city in the 
south of Ukraine, has been reduced to rub-
ble by constant Russian bombarding. Tens 
of thousands of civilians are said to be 
trapped in the city with no electricity, and 
little food and water. The International 
Committee for the Red Cross has described 

the situation in Mariupol as “apocalyptic.” 
(RFE/RL)

Kremlin downplays progress in peace talks

The Kremlin has downplayed talk of 
progress in peace talks with Ukraine to end 
Moscow’s attack on its neighbor, saying 
there was nothing “too promising” in the 
results of a round of discussions in 
Istanbul. Kremlin spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov told reporters in Moscow a day 
after the talks on March 30 that, while it 
was encouraging that Kyiv had started to 
outline its positions more concretely, “we 
cannot state that there was anything too 
promising or any breakthroughs.” “There is 
a lot of work to be done,” he added. Russia’s 
main negotiator in the talks, Vladimir 
Medinsky, had described the Istanbul meet-
ing, the first face-to-face talks between the 
two sides in more than two weeks, as 
“meaningful.” Optimism that Russia and 
Ukraine were making progress was further 
fueled by Moscow’s announcement that it 
would scale back attacks on Kyiv and in 
northern Ukraine “to build trust.” Kyiv said 
it has proposed that Ukraine adopt neutral 
status – including a pledge not to host for-
eign troops – in exchange for international 
security guarantees. It also proposed a 
15-year consultation period on the status 
of the Crimean Peninsula, which Moscow 
seized from Ukraine and illegally annexed 
in 2014. Mr. Peskov bristled at the mention 
of the Crimean proposal, saying it was part 
of Russia and that only Russia could decide 
the peninsula’s fate. (RFE/RL, with report-
ing from TASS)

Countries expel dozens of Russian diplomats

Four European countries – the 
Netherlands, Belgium, Ireland and the 
Czech Republic – announced major expul-
sions of Russian diplomats on March 29 for 
alleged espionage as Moscow’s war against 
Ukraine continues to rage. The Netherlands 
announced the expulsion of 17 Russian 
diplomats who the Dutch Foreign Affairs 
Ministry says were acting as intelligence 
officers, while Belgium expelled 21 Russian 
diplomats, Ireland asked four to leave and 
the Czech Republic one. Russian embassies 
in the countries affected issued angry state-
ments against the “unfriendly” actions and 
promised retaliation. The Dutch ministry 
said in a statement that the ambassador of 
Russia was summoned to the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and informed of the expul-
sion. “The reason is that there is informa-
tion ... showing that the persons concerned, 
accredited as diplomats, are secretly active 
as intelligence officers,” the statement said. 
The diplomats must leave the Netherlands 
within two weeks, Dutch Foreign Affairs 
Minister Wopke Hoekstra said, according 
Dutch state news outlet NOS News. “These 
people have diplomat on their business 
card when they are actually doing some-
thing completely different,” Mr. Hoekstra 
said without elaborating on what kind of 
alleged espionage they were engaged in. 
“We have made this decision for the sake of 
Dutch security,” Mr. Hoekstra said. “In the 
greatly changed context, with the war in 
Ukraine and the increasing Russian asser-
tiveness.” A total of 75 Russian diplomats 

are accredited in the Netherlands, so there 
will still be 58 remaining in the country 
after the 17 leave. Mr. Hoekstra expects that 
Russia will also expel Dutch diplomats in 
response. Ireland’s Foreign Affairs Ministry 
said it had summoned the Russian ambas-
sador to advise him that four senior offi-
cials have been asked to leave. “This is 
because their activities have not been in 
accordance with international standards of 
diplomatic behavior,” the ministry said in a 
statement posted on Twitter. The state-
ment said that the Irish government “con-
tinues to believe that diplomatic channels 
between Ireland and the Russian Federa-
tion should remain open.” The Belgian gov-
ernment said the 21 Russian diplomats it is 
expelling participated in activities related 
to espionage or unlawful influence ped-
dling. Foreign Affairs Minister Sophie 
Wilmes told lawmakers the move was 
exclusively related to national security and 
that diplomatic channels would remain 
open. The diplomats were given two weeks 
to leave the country, foreign affairs spokes-
woman Elke Pattyn told the AP news agen-
cy. The Czech Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
said on Twitter that it informed the Russian 
Embassy that one of its diplomatic staff had 
been declared persona non grata and was 
requested to leave within 72 hours. 
“Together with our Allies, we are reducing 
the Russian intelligence presence in the 
EU,” the ministry said. The Russian 
Embassy in Ireland described the Irish gov-
ernment’s decision as “arbitrary and 
groundless.” The Russian ambassador to 
Belgium said in a statement the expulsions 
were “completely unfounded” and would 
deal a serious blow to Russian-Belgian rela-
tions. “Countermeasures will be taken in 
relation to all unfriendly measures against 
Russian foreign institutions,” Russia’s RIA 
news agency quoted Russian Foreign 
Affairs Ministry spokeswoman Maria 
Zakharova as saying. (RFE/RL, with report-
ing by AFP, NOS News, AP and Reuters)

More than 4 million have now fled

The United Nations says more than 4 
million Ukrainians have now left the coun-
try to flee Russia’s unprovoked invasion, 
and the world body’s human rights com-
missioner expressed concern about indis-
criminate attacks by Russian forces in 
Ukraine, saying some of them could amount 
to war crimes. According to the UNHCR, the 
U.N.’s refugee agency, the total number of 
refugees as of midday on March 29 was 
4.02 million, with just over half of that total 
making their way into Poland. “Refugees 
from Ukraine are now 4 million, five weeks 
after the start of the Russian attack,” U.N. 
High Commissioner for Refugees Filippo 
Grandi said in a tweet on March 30, adding 
that he had just arrived in Ukraine to dis-
cuss ways to increase support “to people 
affected and displaced by this senseless 
war.” The number matches the UNHCR’s ini-
tial estimate of the number of refugees that 
could be created by the war. More than 6 
million others are internally displaced, 
according to the U.N.’s International 
Organization for Migration. Prior to the 
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invasion, which Russia launched on 
February 24, Ukraine had a population of 
37 million in the regions under government 
control, excluding Russia-occupied Crimea 
and regions in the east that were controlled 
by Kremlin-backed separatists. The U.N. 
High Commissioner for Human Rights 
voiced concern about the number of refu-
gees in her latest report on the rights situa-
tion in Ukraine. Michelle Bachelet told the 
U.N. Human Rights Council in Geneva on 
March 30 that Ukraine had been “enduring 
a living nightmare” since Russia launched 
its full-scale invasion five weeks ago. “The 
lives of millions of people are in upheaval as 

they are forced to flee their homes or hide 
in basements and bomb shelters as their 
cities are pummeled and destroyed,” she 
said. In addition, she said her office had 
received credible allegations that Russian 
armed forces had used cluster munitions in 
populated areas at least 24 times. The office 
is likewise probing allegations that 
Ukrainian forces had also used such weap-
ons, she said. In addition, her office has ver-
ified 77 incidents in which medical facilities 
were damaged. Ten of the facilities were 
completely destroyed, she said, stressing 
that the actual numbers are likely higher. 
“Indiscriminate attacks are prohibited 
under international humanitarian law and 
may amount to war crimes,” Ms. Bachelet 
said. (RFE/RL, with reporting by AFP and 
Reuters)

(Continued from page 10)
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With great sadness we announce that 
on March 13, 2022, at her home in Ft. Belvoir, 
Virginia our beloved mother, grandmother,

 sister-in-law and cousin

Christina Lydia Krawciw
died peacefully in her sleep. 

Christina was born to parents Roman Kwasowsky and Stephania 
Okalita-Kwasowska in Lviv on October 21, 1938; she recently lost

 her husband of 62 years, Major General Nicholas Krawciw.

As a U.S. Army o
  cer’s spouse, Christina served the nation that 
welcomed her immigrant family in the many locations where her 
husband was posted in the United States, Europe and the Middle East. 
Wherever she was, she worked to support other military families, while 
enjoying and appreciating the local history and culture. Throughout her 
life she was guided and sustained by her deep Christian faith, her love 
of nature, of her family, of America and her native Ukraine.

She is survived and missed by:

daughter   - Maria Alexandra and husband Matt Levin
sons  - Andrew and wife Samantha,
   - Paul and wife Kristin
grandchildren  - Elijah, Benjamin, Daniel, Annika and Nicholas
sister-in-law  - Maria Dzwenyslawa Jawny and family
brother-in-law  - George Krawciw and family
and the Legedza, Skalsky and Krawciw families

Christina will be laid to rest next to her beloved Nick («Hoko») Krawciw 
at the U.S. Military Academy West Point.

In lieu of 	 owers please consider donating to razomforukraine.org or 
plastusa.org to support Ukraine in its current � ght for freedom.

May her memory be eternal

With deep sorrow we announce that

Dr. Alexander Serafyn
born March 27, 1930 in Stare Selo, Ukraine,

passed away on March 24, 2022 in Warren, Michigan.

Beloved husband of Zenia (Sylwestruk)
Beloved brother of Bohdan (Sherri) Serafyn 

  and the late Stephania (Edward) Rohacz
Loving father of Alexandra (Ihor) Lawrin, Lidia (Howard) Bayliss, 

  Myron and Roman
Loving grandfather of Andrij (Crystal) Lawrin, Roman (Leah) Lawrin, 

  Maria Lawrin, Victoria Bayliss, Alexandra Bayliss,
  Michael (Nicole) Serafyn, Patrick Serafyn

Dearest great-grandfather of Jada and Leo Lawrin, Theodore Lawrin, 
  Gavin and Caleb Serafyn

And will be missed by many other close and distant family members 
in America and Ukraine

Dr. Serafyn was active in many Ukrainian organizations. He was also 
a long-time President of UNA Branch 175 and the President of UNA 
Detroit District.

Вічна Йому пам’ять! 
ETERNAL MEMORY!

Echoing earlier predictions that Ukraine 
would fall in a matter of days, Sen. Dick 
Durbin (D-Ill.) said the Russians “mistook 
the courage, determination and resilience 
… of the people of Ukraine who stood up to 
Russia.”

U.S. Rep. Jan Schakowsky (D-Ill.), who 
has Jewish Ukrainian roots, said she was 
proud of her heritage and of Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, who is also 
Jewish.

Mentioning Russia’s “brutality” and call-
ing Putin a “dictator,” she noted the “dis-
placement of lives and families” in the 
ongoing war, which is in its eighth year.

Ms. Schakowsky continued by saying she 
was ready “to see the defeat of Vladimir 
Putin. … I stand here to pledge my support 
for you [Ukrainians].”

Whereas dozens of Ukrainian flags dot-
ted the rally, so did flags from Poland, 
Lithuania, Greece, Georgia and Puerto Rico, 
noted local UCCA chapter head Mr. Diaczun.

Polish American Marcin Zurek, a 
37-year-old insurance salesman, attended 
the rally.

His Ukrainian fiancé from Dnipro is cur-
rently in Poland where he proposed to her 
in Krakow a week ago, having last seen her 
on February 14 in Ukraine, less than two 
weeks before the invasion.

Holding a Polish and Ukrainian flag, Mr. 
Zurek said he was at the protest because 
“Putin is a madman … and the war is terri-
ble. He has lost all his senses. … This is dev-
astation.”

Rep. Mike Quigley (D-Ill.), speaking on the 
stage, directly addressed the media present 
about humanizing the war and informing 
their readership and viewership “of who the 
humanitarian organizations are” who are 
providing assistance to Ukrainians.

Regarding the nearly 4 million people 
who’ve fled Ukraine, the lawmaker men-
tioned that U.S. President Joe Biden will 
welcome 100,000 Ukrainian refugees to 
the country.

“That’s a great start. … The Statue of 
Liberty isn’t holding a stop sign. It is the 
spirit of who we are as a country to bring 
[to the U.S.] all those who are in these hor-
rible situations and to help our allies who 
are doing the same,” Mr. Quigley said.

City Alderman Brian Hopkins, whose 
constituents include residents of the 
Ukrainian Village neighborhood, chal-

lenged voters to hold him and other public 
servants accountable.

“Forbearance, while innocent children 
are being killed, would be unacceptable,” he 
said.

Ukrainian children constitute about half 
of the 3.8 million refugees who’ve fled 
Ukraine and the country’s prosecutor gen-
eral’s office says 121 have been killed in the 
war since February 24.

(Continued from page 4)

Chicago’s...

the vernacular of free Cossack groups as 
well as Cossack nationalists (see EDM, 
October 7, 2015); and Cossack nationalist 
groups have repeatedly shown in the past 
that they have a will of their own, often at 
odds with the centralizing interests of the 
Kremlin (see EDM, September 17, 2018). 
Their willingness to stand up against the 

invasion of “fraternal” Ukraine might grow 
as news increasingly reaches them of 
Russia’s battlefield fortunes flagging or col-
lapsing entirely. Calling up registered 
Cossack reserves to fight in Putin’s illegal 
and punitive war could, thus, still prove 
counterproductive for Moscow in the end.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 6)

Russian cossacks...

Protesters listen to speakers at a rally for 
Ukrainian solidarity in downtown 

Chicago on March 27.

Mark Raczkiewycz

Marcin Zurek, a Polish American, holds 
the flags of Ukraine and Poland in honor 

of his Ukrainian fiancé.
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cessful talks in Istanbul could facilitate a 
meeting between Mr. Zelenskyy and Putin.

“As your neighbor, we are very upset by 
this situation. We have made efforts to end 
it. We tried to restore peace and interna-
tional law,” Mr. Erdogan said before the 
negotiations began, according to press 
reports of the meeting.

“All international platforms tried to pro-
tect the rights of both countries and ensure 
a fair approach to the issue. Our country 
has also lost many troops, and we have 
tried to prevent this from happening again 
north of us,” Mr. Erdogan said. “Turkey feels 
responsible for peace in our region, and we 
believe that peace will be restored. 
Continuation of the conflict will not benefit 
anyone. Every dead, every destroyed build-
ing, tears apart part of our future.”

Oleksandr Chalyy, a Ukrainian represen-
tative at the talks, said Mr. Erdogan 
unblocked the negotiations between 
Ukraine and Russia, which had largely 
stalled. The two sides last met more than 
20 days ago.

The first three rounds of talks between 
the Ukrainian and Russian delegations took 
place in person in Belarus on February 28, 
March 3 and March 7. The delegations later 
worked on peace proposals via video link, 
but they had not met in person since March 
7.

The Ukrainian negotiating team includ-
ed Chairman of the Servant of the People 
political party Davyd Arakhamia, Minister 
of Defense Oleksiy Reznikov, Members of 
Parliament Andriy Kostin and Rustem 
Umerov, Adviser to the Chairman of the 
Presidential Office Mykhailo Podoliak, 
Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs Mykola 
Tochytskyy, and Mr. Chalyy, a former 
Ukrainian diplomat and civil servant.

Russian oligarch Roman Abramovich 
was also in Istanbul. Prior to the talks, the 
businessman talked with Mr. Erdogan and 
members of the two delegations.

Following the most recent talks, Mr. 
Arakhamia said Ukraine needs to have a 
security guarantee on par with the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization’s Article 5, 
which essentially stipulates that an attack 
against one NATO member is an attack 
against all NATO members. 

“The security issue in Europe has gone 

through a lot, and it is not working. We 
came up with an official offer. I must say at 
once that we have not signed anything. We 
are simply conveying our position as nego-
tiators to Russia,” Mr. Arakhamia said fol-
lowing the meeting.

“We insist that this be an agreement 
signed by all security guarantors and rati-
fied [by the parliaments of the signatory 
countries], so as not to repeat the mistake 
that was in the Budapest Memorandum, 
when it turned out to be just a piece of 
paper,” said Mr. Arakhamia.

He added that Ukraine wants its security 
to be an international working mechanism 
with concrete security guarantees for 
Ukraine, where the guarantor countries 
will act to help defend Ukraine in much the 
same way NATO countries will defend each 
other under Article 5 of the NATO treaty.

“We say that consultations should take 
place within three days [if someone attacks 
Ukraine]. It could be aggression, a hybrid 
war or a disguised war,” Mr. Arakhamia 
said. “After that, the guarantor countries 
must provide us with military assistance, 
armed forces, armaments, closed skies – all 
of the things we need so badly now and we 
cannot get,” Mr. Arakhamia said.

The Ukrainian delegation said it wants 
members of the United Nations Security 
Council  (among them, the United 
Kingdom, China, Russia, the United States, 
France, Turkey, Germany, Canada, Italy, 
Poland and Israel) to be signatories to a 
treaty that would guarantee Ukraine’s 
future security.

“We propose that these countries join 

the guarantee agreement freely. If other 
countries want to join, we will give them 
such a legal right,” Mr. Arakhamia said.

“Of course we have unresolved issues 
with [the Russian occupied regions of 
Luhansk and Donetsk] and Crimea, so the 
guarantors will temporarily not work in 
these areas. Some countries have already 
given preliminary approval, but we are 
waiting for official announcements. This is 
the system on which we want to build a 
new future for Ukraine in terms of security. 
These guarantors should also help Ukraine 
join the EU,” Mr. Arakhamia said at a brief-
ing following the negotiations.

Ukraine will be able to sign an interna-
tional agreement on security guarantees 
only after a nationwide referendum on the 
issue, said Mr. Podoliak, who is an adviser 
to the Ukrainian president, at a briefing on 
March 29 in Turkey.

“A very important issue is how all this 
will be implemented,” Mr. Podoliak said. 
“The main thing for us is for the state to 
communicate with society and get positive 
results of what we offer because this is a 
completely different security scheme for 
Ukraine.”

Ukrainian negotiators also said that, fol-
lowing any possible future referendum, the 
security treaty would need to be ratified by 
the parliaments of the guarantor countries 
and the parliament of Ukraine.

Mr. Podoliak said it was critical that the 
Ukrainian government must “get the sup-
port of society so that this decision really 
represents all of Ukraine.”

The issue of returning the Crimean 

Peninsula to Ukraine, which was illegally 
annexed by Russia in 2014, is a separate 
clause of the agreement, Mr. Podoliak said.

Ukrainian negotiators proposed that 
Ukraine and Russia hold bilateral talks on 
the status of Crimea and Sevastopol in 15 
years.

“As a separate point, we offer Russia the 
following: that Ukraine and Russia will not 
use military or armed forces to resolve the 
Crimea issue during this time, while negoti-
ations are underway,” Mr. Podoliak said. “As 
for the territory of [the Luhansk and 
Donetsk regions of Ukraine], these issues 
are addressed in a separate item, which will 
be discussed in the negotiations between 
the presidents of Ukraine and Russia.”

A ceasefire agreement between Russia 
and Ukraine will not be enough to lift sanc-
tions imposed by the United Kingdom on 
Russia, British Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson said during a meeting of British 
ministers.

“The prime minister has said that a 
ceasefire will not be the reason for lifting 
Britain’s sanctions on Russia,” Mr. Johnson’s 
spokesman said following the most recent 
peace negotiations. “He said that the pres-
sure on Putin needs to be increased both 
through further economic measures and 
military assistance so that Russia can com-
pletely change course.”

U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken 
said he saw no sign that the Ukraine-Russia 
talks were “moving effectively” because the 
U.S. did not see “signs of real seriousness” 
on Russia’s part to stop its unprovoked, 
premeditated war on Ukraine.

“There is what Russia is saying and what 
Russia is doing,” Mr. Blinken said. “We are 
focusing on the latter.”

He warned that Russia’s recent state-
ment that it was reducing hostilities around 
Kyiv could be “a means by which Russia is 
once again trying to divert attention and 
deceive people into thinking they are not 
doing what they are doing.”

“If they somehow believe that trying to 
subjugate the eastern part of Ukraine and 
the southern part of Ukraine can succeed, 
they are again deeply deceiving them-
selves,” Mr. Blinken said.

He called on Russia to “cease aggression 
now, cease fire, withdraw its forces and, of 
course, negotiate.”

The next round of talks between Russia 
and Ukraine were expected to resume on 
March 31.

(Continued from page 1)

Ukrainian and Russian...

Members of the Ukrainian delegation (pictured) met with their Russian counterparts 
(not pictured) during peace talks in Istanbul on March 29.

Kyrylo Tymoshenko

“They should have learned by now that 
they don’t scare us. We are ready for them,” 
he said.

The city’s defenders have repelled suc-
cessive and intense Russian attacks using 
ground forces, airplanes, helicopters, mis-
siles and artillery. Russian missiles have 
showered death on hundreds of civilians 
and military, and they have destroyed resi-
dential buildings as well as schools and 
hospitals.

Ukrainian military sources in the town 
of Voznesensk, north of Mykolaiv, who are 
involved in the port’s defense, told this cor-
respondent on March 29 that a Russian 
military column comprising some 1,500 
tanks, other armored vehicles, troops and 
supply-carrying vehicles were rushing from 
the southwest to attack Mykolaiv.

It is believed that the Russians want to 
take Mykolaiv because, by doing so, they 
would have one continuous land route that 
their armored vehicles and troops could use 
to move westward, to Odesa, Ukraine’s larg-
est port and the prize Moscow most des-
perately seeks on Ukraine’s Black Sea coast.

By the early evening on March 29, 

Ukrainian Army Col. Oleksandr Lobos said 
discussed Russia’s progress.

 “That column has been stopped,” Mr. 
Lobos said. “In any case, [the current col-
umn] wasn’t like the tanks and armored per-
sonnel carriers they [the Russians] had at 
the start of the war. These are older, worn-
out vehicles and their crews are confused, 
frightened and disoriented. Many of them 
didn’t know they were being sent to Ukraine, 
or to a war, or why they were fighting.”

“We haven’t destroyed all of them but 
very many of their vehicles have been 
destroyed and they are not advancing any-
more and they will not get to Mykolaiv,” Mr. 
Lobos said.

Lt. Col. Serhiy Moskalenko is the com-
mander of Ukraine’s 61st Infantry Brigade 
stationed in Voznesensk, Ukraine.  His task 
is to guard a bridge that spans the Pivdeniy 
Buh, a river that bisects the town, and the 
Yuzhnoukrainsk Nuclear Power Plant to the 
north.

The Russians have captured two other 
Ukrainian power plants at Chornobyl and 
Zaporizhia with the only purpose being to 
inspire terror that a stray missile might 
yield nightmarish consequences. The 
Russians seem eager to add Yuzhnoukra-
insk to their portfolio of captured nuclear 
power plants.  However, CNN reported on 

March 31 that Russian forces had left the 
Chornobyl power plant, a claim that could 
not be independently verified by The 
Weekly.

The core of Mr. Moskalenko’s detach-
ment is made up of members of Ukraine’s 
regular army. But he said that they had 
been readying for war with Russia for 
months as Moscow spent nine months 
increasing the number of its forces around 
Ukraine.

“I personally believed for years that this 
conflict was inevitable,” Mr. Moskalenko 
said. “Putin wanted to eliminate us from 
the map. So, we were always going to have 
to fight better than the Russians for our 
country to survive.”

Mr. Moskalenko said he had 800 fully-
trained troops stationed near Odesa when 
Russia launched its full-scale war on 
February 24.

“Our purpose was to quickly integrate 
into our forces people who would be quick-
ly called up or volunteer in the event of war. 
We knew there were many people ready to 
fight,” Mr. Moskalenko said.

“When it did happen, we had 2,800 peo-
ple volunteer for service. Everyone is 
enthusiastic. They haven’t needed to be 
prodded by conscription. Many of them are 
veterans, so they already know a lot and 

can teach the others. Every day some of 
them come to me and ask when they’re 
actually going to be allowed to go into bat-
tle,” Mr. Moskalenko said.

He added that the British-supplied 
“NLAWs” (Next generation Light Anti-tank 
Weapons) have done “great work today” 
and been pivotal in stemming the Russian 
onslaught against Mykolaiv.

He said he and his troops, who British 
trainers taught to use their weapons, were 
grateful to Britain.

“We have the determination and spirit to 
fight, but you [the British] gave us the 
means to do that and we won’t forget that,” 
Mr. Moskalenko said.

The colonel told this correspondent that 
since Russians in tanks and armored vehi-
cles saw the “NLAW” missiles destroy one 
of their comrades’ tanks, they frequently 
abandoned their vehicles and ran away or 
surrendered. The claim could not be veri-
fied by this correspondent.

The Ukrainian military has also noted an 
instance when two low-flying Russian heli-
copters realized they had Stinger heat-
seeking missiles locked in on them, they 
swiftly landed, surrendered and handed 
over the keys to their armed and intact heli-
copters. This claim could also not be inde-
pendently verified by The Weekly.

(Continued from page 1)

Russian missile...
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The Vasyl Lomachenko-George Kambosos fight sched-
uled for June 5 in Melbourne, Australia, is off. The two-time 
Ukrainian Olympic gold medalist has chosen to remain in 
Ukraine with his family rather than leave the country for 
training camp.

The 34-year-old Lomachenko joined a territorial defense 
battalion in Ukraine in February when he flew from Greece 
to his home outside of Odesa, where he has been working 
on a security detail along the country’s border. Under mar-
tial law in Ukraine, men aged 18-60 and deemed fit to serve 
are not allowed to leave the country, although exceptions 
have been made for elite athletes to depart.

“How can anyone question [his situation]. The fight he’s 
going through right now is much bigger than any boxing 
match,” Kambosos’ promoter Lou DiBella told ESPN on 
March 21. “We made a deal with him; the deal was literally 
done before the invasion. We wanted to give him any 
chance within reason with our allowable timetable.”

“We have nothing but the utmost respect for his deci-
sion. Kambosos wanted to make sure once we made that 
deal that Lomachenko had ample time to decide,” DiBella 
said. “We said all along we would try to make the biggest 
fights and we did that today.”

Kambosos is now set to face off against American boxer 
Devin Haney.

Lomachenko joins heavyweight champion Oleksandr 
Usyk on Ukraine’s territorial defense battalions, while Kyiv 
mayor Vitali Klitschko and brother Wladimir Klitschko are 
enlisted in Ukraine’s reserve army.

Mahuchikh wins gold for Ukraine

The minute Yaroslava Mahuchikh received her gold 
medal for winning the high jump at the World Athletics 
Indoor Championships in Belgrade, Serbia, on March 19, 
the 20-year-old wrapped herself in a Ukrainian flag, want-
ing to share her victory with her compatriots in war-torn 
Ukraine.

“Before I jumped onto the track, my spirit was completely 
focused on Ukraine by virtue of the terrible events that are 
happening. This medal is first and foremost for my country, 
for my people, for my army. I am very proud to have been 
able to represent them,” Mahuchikh told BBC Sport.

Mahuchikh was one of six Ukrainian athletes competing 
in Belgrade, having survived a three-day journey by car out 
of Ukraine, where she was accompanied by air raid sirens 
and bombs exploding in the distance.

Her victory was achieved in a country which has histori-
cally maintained strong relations with Russia. Spectators in 
Belgrade’s Stark Arena gave the Ukrainian gold medalist a 
standing ovation and there were no pro-Russian incidents 
in the stands. This was Mahuchikh’s first-ever gold medal 
win.

Australia’s Eleanor Patterson placed second, winning 
the silver medal in the women’s high jump. Patterson com-

peted with her nails painted in the colors of the Ukrainian 
flag as a token of support for the victims of Russia’s brutal 
war on Ukraine.

Mahuchikh plans to settle in Germany with her mother 
and older sister. They fled from their home in Dnipro, 
Ukraine.

Ukraine’s Paralympians overcome  
heavy hearts

Many Ukrainian Paralympians had difficulty sleeping, 
agitated by bombs destroying their homes, deeply worried 
that their family members could be injured or killed. 
Apprehension and alarm notwithstanding, these same ath-
letes won a record 29 medals, placing Ukraine second over-
all among all competing nations in the medal count.

“It was so heavy. [It was] very difficult because every day 
me and my athletes looked on the news, phoning to their 
mother, father, wife, or husband, daughter. ‘Are you living? 
Are you okay in this moment?’” Ukrainian Paralympic 
Committee (UPC) President Valeriy Sushkevych told 
People magazine in an interview on March 18. “It’s really 
very difficult to mobilize and concentrate on the competi-
tion. I am very astonished that my sportsmen get those 
results after not sleeping, even one night.”

While Sushkevych was speaking with People magazine, 
the majority of the Paralympic team and support staff were 
riding by bus from Warsaw, Poland, back to Ukraine and 
their training center in the western area of the country. 
Many athletes declined offers of temporary relocation to 
safer parts of Europe, choosing instead to return to their 
homes despite the ominous danger at hand.

Some returned to homes which have been decimated by 
Russian forces. Gold medal winner Liudmyla Liashenko, a 
Kharkiv native, opted to stay with friends in the Czech 
Republic, according to Nataliia Harach, media chief for the 
UPC. Harach’s home in Irpin, outside of Kyiv, was 
destroyed. Her temporary plan was to remain in Poland 
until a time when a return home would be safe.

Medal winning biathlete/skier Dmytro Suiarko’s home 
city of Chernihiv was “bombed and destroyed” as per 
Harach, and, while there were explosions near his house, it 
was still standing, but it was nonetheless dangerous to be 
in the vicinity.

As reported previously, 19-year-old Anastasiia Laletina 
found out her father was taken prisoner by Russian armed 
forces, and she immediately dropped out of competition. 
Harach said there was no new information regarding her 
father.

The Ukrainian Paralympics team was comforted and 
encouraged by athletes and coaches from other competing 
nations, both upon their arrival in Beijing after a harrowing 
four-day journey and during the weeklong competition.

Sushkevych explained that every medal won by a 
Ukrainian athlete felt like a small victory over Putin and his 
invading forces.

“Some of our sportsmen say, ‘I am a soldier today in 
Beijing, a soldier against war. I’m not a killer, but I am a sol-
dier and I must [get] results for my country, ‘” Sushkevych 
said. “It’s a fight for peace, this result,” he said, “and [it will 
bring] hope for our people in Ukraine that we may be vic-
torious in the war.”

Ukrainian wins Jerusalem marathon

Ukrainian distance runner Valentyna Veretska won the 
Jerusalem marathon on March 25 with a winning time of 
2:45:54 seconds. She celebrated her victory by draping 
Ukrainian and Israeli flags over her shoulders. The 
31-year-old was one of some 40 Ukrainian runners partici-
pating in Jerusalem’s Old City in unseasonably cold and 
damp weather.

Veretska fled Ukraine with her daughter when Russia 
invaded her homeland, traveling into Poland before taking 
refuge in Israel. Her husband stayed behind in Ukraine 
where he is serving in the military. Israel welcomed 100 
Ukrainian athletes fleeing the conflict in Ukraine, among 
some 17,000 Ukrainians arriving in Israel.

Ukrainian skaters compete  
at world championships

Wearing blue and yellow shirts with Ukraine spelled out 

on the back, the Ukrainian skating duo of Oleksandra 
Nazarova and Maksym Nikitin amazed the audience com-
peting in the ice dancing event of the World 
Championships held in Montpellier, France, on March 25. 
The crowd gathered at Sud de France Arena rewarded the 
two Ukrainian ice dancers with several minutes-long 
standing ovations. When the pair finished their routine, 
they held each other and cried while many in the stands 
rose and waved Ukrainian flags in support of Ukraine amid 
a war Russia waged against their country.

Fellow countryman Ivan Shmuratko, competing in the 
men’s short program a day earlier, also merited a standing 
ovation from the crowd following the conclusion of his rou-
tine. The 20-year-old wore a royal blue short-sleeve t-shirt 
with a yellow-and-blue heart on the chest and “Ukraine” 
printed in yellow on the back. Although Shmuratko stum-
bled and fell when attempting a triple Lutz combination, 
the audience nonetheless rewarded his efforts with pro-
longed cheering, if only for being present and participating 
in the event.

Nazarova and Nikitin were two of five Ukrainians to 
make the trip to the Championships in France. It took the 
pair eight days to travel a mere 373 miles. The two skaters 
flew from Poland to France. Their costumes remained in 
Ukraine; because of the war they were not allowed to wear 
any sequined attire. They danced to a song titled “1944,” 
written by Ukrainian singer Jamala, winner of Eurovision 
in 2016. The song’s lyrics refer to Joseph Stalin’s deporta-
tion of the Crimean Tatars. The skaters’ message through 
their program was that the situation in Ukraine was dire 
and overwhelming, but Ukrainians must “support each 
other” and “not give up.”

Nazarova and Nikitin placed 16th overall in the rhythm 
dance competition out of 31 competing teams.

Young gymnast killed in Mariupol

Eleven-year-old Ukrainian gymnast Kateryna Diachenko 
lost her life when a house she was in was hit by a Russian 
missile. The house was in Mariupol, Ukraine, a city which 
has been the focus of intense Russian bombing for several 
weeks.

In an interview with DailyMail.com, her coach Anastasia 
Meshchanenkov said: “She was supposed to conquer the 
world, but died buried in rubble.” The devastated gymnas-
tics teacher went on to say: “Can there be any justification 
of that? Look at this talented girl – she was supposed to 
give smiles to the world. What are children guilty of? I 
believe there is a space in hell for everyone who is involved 
– and as soon as possible.”

Kateryna Diachenko was a rhythmic gymnast, her 
younger brother, Artyom, is a talented kickboxer. Mother 
Marina Diachenko has not yet commented on the loss of 
her daughter.

Russian military forces surrounded Mariupol, a city in 
southeastern Ukraine, situated on the north coast of the 
Sea of Azov. Mariupol is the 10-largest city in Ukraine and 
had a population of some 500,000 prior to the Russian 
invasion. It has been pounded with heavy artillery and air-
strikes by the Russians.

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@sfgsports.com.

Lomachenko opts for front line over boxing ring

Kateryna Diachenko, 11, a rhythmic gymnast who was 
killed during Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in Mariupol. 
Diachenko is pictured with her coach, Anastasia 

Meshanenkova.

Twitter/SwissRhythmicGymnastics

Oleksandra Nazarova and Maksym Nikitin at the 2022 
Winter Olympics in Beijing.

Ministry of Youth and Sport of Ukraine
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A decade later, the Senators qualified for 
the NHL’s Eastern Conference playoffs.

“The words ‘passion’ and ‘commitment’ 
define the man who has owned the Ottawa 
Senators since 2003,” said NHL commis-
sioner Gary Bettman in a statement.

“Whether it was in the boardroom with 
his fellow governors, at the rink with his 
beloved Senators or in the community with 
his philanthropy, he cared deeply about the 
game, about his team and about bettering 
the lives of those in need, particularly 
underserved children, organ donation and, 
most recently, with his commitment to his 
parents’ home country of Ukraine,” said Mr. 
Bettman.

In their own statement, the Ottawa 
Senators said that “Eugene never wavered 
in his desire and commitment to bring the 
Stanley Cup to the nation’s capital.”

Mr. Melnyk “brought stability to the 
Ottawa Senators franchise,” said Pierre 
Dorion, the team’s general manager, from 
Florida where he was attending a meeting 
of his fellow NHL general managers.

“If not for Eugene Melnyk, the Senators 
would not be in Ottawa,” he said.

Mr. Melnyk also committed the Senators 
to helping Ukraine in the wake of Russia’s 
illegal invasion.

In early March, he took out full-page ads 
in Ottawa’s two daily newspapers pledging 
his support for the people of Ukraine in an 
open letter – the first NHL owner to make 
that public declaration.

“The steadfast will and determination 
that is my heritage has attracted the admi-
ration and respect of people around the 
world,” he said in his message that was also 
posted on Twitter.

“Today, we are all Ukrainians. The 
unprovoked assault and unnecessary cam-
paign, economic and social destruction of a 
sovereign country is unspeakable and 
unacceptable in a civilized world,” Mr. 
Melnyk said.

“And, while the images from Ukraine 
show courage and resilience, they’re also a 

cry out for help.”
To do its part “to honor and support the 

valiant efforts of the Ukrainian people,” the 
Ottawa Senators would have the Ukrainian 
national anthem played, along with the 
Canadian and U.S. anthems, before every 
home game for the remainder of the 2021-
2022 NHL season, he said.

Some funds from the Senators 
Community Foundation would be directed 
to charitable causes to help Ukraine, and 
the Senators would work with the 
Ukrainian community in Ottawa to facilitate 
charitable donations for Ukraine, wrote Mr. 
Melnyk, who added that the Canadian Tire 
Centre could “become a drop-off point for 
people who want to donate clothing, medi-
cal supplies and other items.”

“I am confident our collective actions 
and contributions will make a significant 
difference in the lives of Ukrainians who 
are currently under siege,” he said, also 
noting that he “fully endorse[d] the puni-
tive measures” taken by the NHL against 
Russia.

On February 28, the league announced 
that it had suspended its relationships with 
its business partners in Russia and was 

pausing its Russian-language social and 
digital-media sites.

“In addition, we are discontinuing any 
consideration of Russia as a location for 
any future competitions involving the 
NHL,” the league said in a statement.

Mr. Melnyk also backed sanctions 
imposed by the International Ice Hockey 
Federation, which has suspended the 
Russian and Belarusian teams.

An ardent hockey fan, Mr. Melnyk – 
whose main residence was in the Barbados 
– was also a very successful businessman 
who was part of Canada’s elite billionaires’ 
club.

He made his fortune in pharmaceuticals 
through Biovail Corp., a company that he 
established in the 1980s and which, in 
2010, merged with Valeant Pharmaceuti-
cals International, now known as Bausch 
Health Companies Inc.

But his association with Biovail was not 
without its controversies.

In 2008, the U.S. Securities and 
Exchange Commission charged Mr. Melnyk, 
the former chairman and chief executive 
officer of Biovail, along with three other 
executives and the company itself with 

“engaging in a number of fraudulent 
accounting schemes and making a series of 
misstatements to analysts and investors.”

Three years later, Mr. Melnyk settled 
with the SEC and paid a $150,000 penalty.

He also faced rocky times in the home 
city of his beloved Senators.

In 2018, a partnership between one of 
Mr. Melnyk’s companies, Capital Sports 
Management Inc., and an Ottawa developer 
to create condominiums and a new arena 
for the Senators near the downtown core, 
disintegrated into litigation when both par-
ties argued over the details of the deal.

Ottawa Mayor Jim Watson, who publicly 
expressed frustration with Mr. Melnyk over 
what he perceived as the Senators owner’s 
tepid commitment to what would have 
been the largest redevelopment project in 
the capital city’s history, extended his con-
dolences to Mr. Melnyk’s family and col-
leagues on the passing of the consequential 
business leader.

“While we didn’t always see eye to eye 
on some issues, I was always appreciative 
that Mr. Melnyk stepped forward to keep 
the @Senators in Ottawa, solidifying the 
organization’s place as an integral part of 
our city,” Mr. Watson tweeted.

Mr. Melnyk’s cause of death was not 
revealed, but in 2015 he underwent a liver 
transplant after the Ottawa Senators ran a 
public campaign for a donor.

However, the health challenge proved not 
to be a setback for Mr. Melnyk, who became 
a public advocate for organ donation.

He remained an active honorary colonel 
in the Canadian Armed Forces, from 2014 
to 2019, and visited troops in Afghanistan.

A man of many interests and pursuits, 
Mr. Melnyk was not a one-trick pony.

In fact, he found success as a horserac-
ing breeder with his thoroughbreds win-
ning Canada’s prestigious Triple Crown – 
an achievement that, in part, led to Mr. 
Melnyk’s induction into the Canadian 
Horse Racing Hall of Fame in 2017.

A practicing member of the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church, Mr. Melnyk leaves 
behind his mother, Vera; two daughters, 
Anna and Olivia; sister Lydia’ and his com-
panion, Sharilyne.

(Continued from page 1)

Eugene Melnyk...

Eugene Melnyk, owner of the Ottawa Senators of the National Hockey League, was 
pictured during an event in 2017.

Oksana Sorochan

Kingdom, although doing so too openly 
could be a problem because the govern-
ments there would seek to discredit these 
movements by suggesting that they were 
being orchestrated by the Kremlin. At the 
same time, and more importantly, it could 
seek to resolve issues of historical justice 
with Hungary, Poland and Moldova in ways 
that would please those countries, making 
them more amenable to cooperation with 
Russia as well as, other times, promoting 
Russian national interests directly 
(EADaily.com, K-Politika.ru, March 25).

Ukraine is on course toward disintegra-
tion, the analyst writes, and Moscow can 
distribute its territories to neighbors in 
ways that serve them and Russia. It can 
hand over ethnic-Hungarian-populated 
territories in what is now western Ukraine 
to Budapest, and it can exchange territo-
ries with Poland and Moldova. In the first 
case, Moscow can give Lviv to Poland in 
exchange for Warsaw granting Moscow 
control of the Suwałki corridor, which 
would open a land bridge to Kaliningrad 
and prevent any Western blockade of that 
non-contiguous Russian territory from 
being effective. In the second case, Moscow 
can hand over what are now Ukrainian 
lands to Moldova in compensation for 
Chisinau’s giving up Transdniester, 
Gagauzia, and the Bulgarian-populated 

regions in the southeast.
These various moves will allow Moscow 

to achieve three goals, Mr. Akopyan 
(Urumov) says. First, they will “show the 
peoples of Europe an alternative to the 
existing ‘principles’ of nation-state con-
struction” by showing that, after the war in 
Ukraine, “everything has changed” and that 
they must live in a world where force alone 
determines outcomes rather than any prin-
ciples of law. Second, the amenable coun-
tries will share an interest in helping 
Russia eliminate the seedbeds of Ukrainian 
nationalism in the West. Third, such moves 
will allow Russia to secure several much-
needed transportation corridors.

Mr. Akopyan (Urumov) is not the only 
Russian analyst making such arguments. 
And some others have even more extreme 
visions of the border changes that Moscow 
should orchestrate. Among those is mili-
tary commentator Sergei Marzhetsky, who 
repeats many of his colleague’s arguments 
but also provides additional argumenta-
tion for why Moscow should move in this 
direction and suggests that even more 
borders ought to be redrawn (Topcor.ru, 
March 25, 26).

The Ukrainian operation, Mr. Marzhe-
tsky says, will give Russia “the opportunity 
not only to demilitarize and de-Nazify a 
dangerous little neighbor but, at the same 
time, to solve the problems of access” to 
two Russian-controlled exclaves – Trans-
dniester and Kaliningrad. The first, of 
course, can be solved largely by military 

means if Russian troops advance through 
southern Ukraine to the current Moldovan 
border and put pressure on Moldova while 
offering concessions to Romania. But the 
second requires a diplomatic “compro-
mise” with Poland (Topcor.ru, March 25, 
26).

According to the pundit, the basic out-
lines of such a compromise are obvious. 
“Russia could theoretically and for a time 
close its eyes to the introduction of Polish 
‘peacekeepers’ into Galicia and Volhynia” 
and then the inclusion of those regions into 
Poland itself. “In exchange,” he contends, 
“we would obtain a land transportation 
corridor to Kaliningrad Oblast via Suwałki, 
where [there] would be constructed a rail-
road line and highways, which would enjoy 
extra-territorial status.” Such an exchange 
would be acceptable to both Moscow and 
Warsaw, he suggests (Topcor.ru, March 25, 
26; see Jamestown.org, July 17, 2020).

At the same time, other Russian ana-
lysts are considering the possibility of bor-
der revisions or the creation of Russian cli-
ent statelets within countries that do not 
neighbor Ukraine. The most serious of 
these ideas concerns Latgale, a Latvian 
region adjacent to the Russian Federation 
and Belarus. Latgale has the largest share 
of ethnic-Russian inhabitants of any region 
in Latvia, and it is culturally, economically 
and politically distinct from the rest of the 
country. Since the start of Putin’s war in 
Ukraine, Russian writers have stepped up 
their attacks on the Baltic States in general 

for their treatment of ethnic Russians. 
Some have notably demanded that the 
Kremlin take action, raising the specter of 
Russian aggression against the three 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO) and European Union members 
(Ritm Eurasia, March 10; Stoletie.ru, 
March 29; Vzglyad, March 13). Most 
recently, they seem to have focused on 
Latgale because a poll there has shown 
that residents are far more sympathetic to 
what Moscow is doing in Ukraine than are 
other residents of Latvia (Thinktanks.by, 
March 22).

However, while Latgalians and ethnic 
Russians in Latgale have their differences 
with Riga, neither group wants Moscow’s 
embrace (Windowoneurasia2.blogspot.
com, May 22, 2017). The same is almost 
certainly true of all the other peoples 
whose maps, Russian thinkers suggest, 
Moscow should rearrange for its own con-
venience. Nonetheless, the appearance of 
such articles in the Russian press high-
lights why it is so important to stop Putin 
in Ukraine and not yield to his demands 
for territorial changes as part of some 
compromise. If there are any concessions 
on that point now, some in Moscow will 
bank them and then proceed to more radi-
cal moves elsewhere.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)

Moscow...
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April 7 Film screening, “The Battle of Chernobyl” 
Stanford, CA by Thomas Johnson, Stanford University, 
 www.unaff.org/2007/f_battle.html

April 9 Online pysanka workshop, with instruction by Lesia
Online Lebed and Tania Snihur, The Ukrainian Museum, 
 www.ukrainianmuseum.org or 212-228-0110

April 9 In-person pysanka demonstration by Anna Gbur, with 
New York film screening of “Pysanka” by Slavko Nowytski, The 
 Ukrainian Museum, www.ukrainianmuseum.org or 
 212-228-0110

April 9 Easter Bazaar and Food Fest, Ukrainian Educational 
Jenkintown, PA and Cultural Center, www.ueccphila.org

April 10 In-person Ukrainian Pysanka workshop, with instruction 
New York by Lesia Lebed and Tania Snihur, The Ukrainian
 Museum, www.ukrainianmuseum.org or 212-228-0110

April 10 Sale of Ukrainian items and bake sale, St. Sophia 
Dallas/ Fort Worth, TX Ukrainian Catholic Church, 
 daria1215@verizon.net

April 16 Virtual Ukrainian Easter Market, Assumption of the
Online Blessed Virgin Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral,
 www.ukrainianorthodox.info

April 30 through Annual St. Thomas Sunday pilgrimage weekend, 
May 1 Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the U.S.A., 
South Bound Brook,  St. Andrew Memorial Ukrainian Orthodox
NJ Church, www.uocofusa.org 

May 1 Sviachene dinner, Ukrainian National Women’s League 
Jenkintown, PA of America, Ukrainian Educational and Cultural Center, 
 www.ueccphila.org 

May 7 Korovai-making workshop, with instruction by Bohdanna 
New York Slyz, Lubow Wolynetz and Larysa Zielyk, The Ukrainian
 Museum, www.ukrainianmuseum.org or 212-228-0110

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

ПЛЕМ’Я ПЛАСТУНОК  „ПЕРШІ СТЕЖІ“
влаштовує

„ДЕННИЙ ТАБІР ПТАШАТ ПРИ ПЛАСТІ“
     для дітей від 4 до 6 років, які володіють 

(розуміють і розмовляють) українською мовою

• Дитина мусить мати закінчених 4 роки життя до 31 серпня 2022 р. Вийнятків немає. 
• Дитина мусить мати усі приписані щеплення.
• Дитина, яка склала Заяву Вступу до новацтва, не може брати участи в таборaх для Пташат.

 Табір відбудеться на Союзівці  у двох групах:
• від неділі, 26 червня, до суботи, 2 липня 2022 р.
• від неділі, 3 липня, до суботи, 9 липня 2022 р.

У справі кімнат просимо порозуміватися безпосередньо з Адміністрацією Союзівки:
SOYUZIVKA, P. O. Box 529, 216 Foordmore Road, Kerhonkson, NY 12446

                         (845) 626-5641;  www. Soyuzivka.com;  Fax: 845-626-4638

• Tаборова оплата: $150.00 ($20.00 незворотні); оплата за два тижні – 290.00 дол.
• Tаборову оплату через PayPal та зголошення слід посилати до: 

  Chrystyna Nazarewycz-Silecky
chrystyna@hotmail.com  •  636 219 3358

• Реченець зголошень: 20 травня 2022 р.  •  Після реченця зголошень не приймаємо.
• Лікарську посвідку НЕ пересилати з анкетою зголошення. Просимо передати при       
   реєстрації.

КАРТА ЗГОЛОШЕННЯ НА ТАБІР ПТАШАТ-2022
Ім’я і прізвище дитини ....................................................................................................................

                        по-українськи і по-англійськи

Дата народження ...............................................................................................................................
Адреса ....................................................................................................................................................
Телефон .................................................... E-mail ..............................................................................

Просимо залучити посвідку дати народження дитини, яку вперше вписуєтe на табір
     ☐ від 26 червня до 2 липня 2022 р.  ☐ від 3 липня до 9 липня 2022 р.
    Розмір таборової сорочинки дитини: ☐ 6-8,  ☐10-12,    ☐14-16.
     ☐ Залучую чек на суму $..............           ☐ Резервую кімнату на Союзівці

.........................................................................................................................................................
ім’я і прізвище матері (подати дівоче прізвище)

Завваги .........................................................................................................................................
..........................................................................................................................................................
..........................................................................................................................................................
 .......................................................................................................Підпис батька або матері

“On top of that, we are also committed 
to steadily increasing those sanctions,” the 
prime minister said. “And the thing with 
sanctions like this is, yes, you can start 
feeling the impact after a few days or a few 
weeks as we’re seeing right now. The 
Russian ruble is crashing. The stock mar-
ket in Russia is struggling. People are see-
ing real pain across Russia from this eco-
nomic reality.”

“Over the coming months, as [the sanc-
tions] continue, that pain will only get harder 
and harder and harder for the Russian econ-
omy to bear. And there is one person and one 
person only who is responsible for that – and 
that is Vladimir Putin. His choice to wage an 
illegal, horrific war against innocent neigh-
bors has brought the world together in a 
level of unity and determination to make 
sure that he fails and that everyone in Russia 
knows he fails,” Mr. Trudeau said.

“That’s why we’re standing with Ukraine 
and that’s why we will continue to be unit-
ed into the future.”

On March 24, the Trudeau government 
also announced that it was allocating the 
remaining $40 million from Canada’s 
$80-million contribution for humanitarian 
aid to Ukraine and neighboring countries, 
including Moldova, to such organizations 
as the World Food Programme, the World 
Health Organization, the United Nations 
Refugee Agency, the Canadian Red Cross 
and People in Need “to provide immediate 
assistance where it is needed most.”

In addition, the federal department of 
Canadian Heritage, Parks Canada – an 
agency within the environment and climate 
change ministry – and the Canada Council 
for the Arts have allotted $3.8 million 
toward the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization’s 
(UNESCO’s) Heritage Emergency Fund to 
help protect Ukraine’s cultural and heritage 
sites.

G-7 leaders raised the issue of how the 
conflict between Russia and Ukraine has 
also affected the global food supply, Mr. 
Trudeau said in Brussels on March 24.

“We know that this illegal war by Russia 
and its impact on both on Ukraine and 
Russia is going to lead to real challenges in 
food insecurity around the world,” he said.

“Vladimir Putin has made this year a lot 
more difficult for people all around the 
world and countries, like those gathered 
here today, are resolved to help that as much 
as possible,” Mr. Trudeau said in Brussels.

(Continued from page 3)

Canada willing...
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