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Zelenskyy addresses U.N. Security Council, 
condemns Russia’s war crimes

by Irene Jarosewich

UNITED NATIONS – During a special 
session of the United Nations Security 
Council held on April 5 to address the 
recent discovery of mass atrocities com-
mitted by Russian forces in towns sur-
rounding Ukraine’s capital city, Kyiv, 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
called on the U.N. to immediately expel 
the Russian Federation from the Security 
Council and all other U.N. bodies.

 Mr. Zelenskyy, speaking during a vir-
tual address before the Security Council, 
specifically requested that a war crimes 
trial modeled after the Nuremberg Trials 
of the 1940s be established.

As Russian forces withdrew from areas 
outside of Kyiv during the first days of 
April, the Ukrainian Armed Forces began 
to uncover horrific scenes of death in 
Bucha, Irpin and other towns that had 
been occupied by invading Russian troops. 

In his statement to the U.N., which was 

accompanied by a short video with gut-
wrenching images of mangled bodies left 
on the streets following the Russian mili-
tary’s retreat, Mr. Zelenskyy said that 
Russia’s continued inclusion in the 
Security Council and participation in 
other important U.N. bodies, such as the 
Human Rights Council, gives Russia a 
platform from which to lie to the world.

He said it also makes a mockery of 
the intent and purpose of U.N., Mr. 
Zelenskyy said. 

The Ukrainian president warned 
member nations of the Security Council 
not to become complicit in Russia’s 
aggression.

By allowing Russia to remain a mem-
ber of the council, the U.N. was “effectively 
giving Russia the right to vote for the 
death of Ukrainians,” Mr. Zelenskyy said. 
“The only option now is either to remove 
Russia from the Security Council or dis-

RFE/RL

Ukrainian Foreign Affairs Minister 
Dmytro Kuleba has called on North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization (NATO) members to 
provide Kyiv with all the weapons it needs 
in its battle with Russian forces as Vladimir 
Putin’s unprovoked invasion of Ukraine 
entered its seventh week.

“My agenda is very simple. It has only 
three items on it. Its weapons, weapons 
and weapons,” Mr. Kuleba told journalists at 
NATO headquarters in Brussels on April 7.

He called for the dispatch of more 
planes, air-defense systems, missiles and 
military vehicles from NATO allies.

by Askold Krushelnycky

MYKOLAIV, Ukraine – Barely able to 
suppress her tears, Tetyana Khayitova 
pleaded: “Please tell me that miracles are 
sometimes possible.”

On April 1, Ms. Khayitova, her daughter 
Valeria and her sister-in-law Irena Khayitova 
were on the fourth day of a dreadful vigil 
near the ruins of the main administration 

Ukraine presses for more NATO weapons  
as Russian invasion enters seventh week

Family prays for miracle as they hold vigil  
near site of Russian missile strike in Mykolaiv

(Continued on page 17)

by Mark Raczkiewycz

CHICAGO – After Ukrainian forces deci-
mated Russian forces in the vicinity of 
Ukraine’s capital of Kyiv and the surround-
ing northern regions, Russian forces 
retreated to Belarus to regroup for an 

onslaught on the Donbas region in the east-
ernmost part of the country.

In their wake, the withdrawing Russian 
forces left behind evidence of what is being 
described as war crimes and even genocide 

World learns the horrors of Bucha, as Ukraine 
decimates Russian forces in and around Kyiv

(Continued on page 9)

A nail-polished hand of a deceased civilian woman in Bucha, a suburb of Ukraine’s 
capital of Kyiv.

Courtesy of Volodymyr Groysman

Calls on Russia to be expelled from all U.N. bodies

Theater of war shifts toward Donbas while Russia  
re-groups to consolidate southern Ukraine

(Continued on page 11)
(Continued on page 23)

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
Office of the President of Ukraine

Tetyana Khayitova (center), together with her sister-in-law Irena Khayitova (left) and 
her daughter Valeria Khayi tova (right), stood in front of the ruins of the main adminis-

tration building of Ukraine’s port city of Mykolaiv on April 1.

Askold Krushelnycky
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U.S. Senate approves bill on arms for Ukraine

The U.S. Senate has unanimously 
approved a bill that will help U.S. President 
Joe Biden send weapons and other supplies 
to Ukraine as it tries to defend itself from 
an invasion by Russia. The bill approved by 
the Senate late on April 6 provides 
enhanced authority for Mr. Biden to enter 
into agreements with Kyiv to lend or lease 
defense items to Ukraine to protect civilian 
populations from the Russian military inva-
sion, as well as for other purposes, without 
having to heed export regulations that can 
slow the process down. In presenting the 
legislation, called the Ukraine Democracy 
Defense Lend-Lease Act of 2022, Senate 
Majority Leader Chuck Schumer referred to 
the killings of civilians in Ukraine as “pure 
evil,” adding that Russian troops were car-
rying out a “genocide” in Ukraine. “When 
we murder wantonly innocent civilians 
because of who they are, whether it be 
their religion, their race or their nationality, 
that is genocide, and [Russian President 
Vladimir] Putin is guilty of it,” Mr. Schumer 
said. The lend-lease program was last used 
during World War II, when the United 
States provided assistance to allied coun-
tries that fought against Nazi Germany, 
mostly to the Soviet Union and Great 
Britain. Many historians say it helped tip 
the balance of the war in favor of the allies. 
The bill must still be approved by the U.S. 
House of Representatives and be signed by 
Mr. Biden. (RFE/RL)

Ukraine wants ‘truly painful,’ ‘ruinous’ sanctions

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelens-
kyy says economic sanctions announced on 
April 6 are strong but are still not enough to 
bring an end to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. 
Speaking in his daily video address early on 
April 7, Mr. Zelenskyy urged the democratic 
world to go further by rejecting Russian oil 
and completely blocking Russian banks 
from the international finance system. 
“Unless there is a truly painful sanctions 
package against Russia and the real supply 
of weapons we have requested multiple 
times, Russia will consider it a permit, like 
permission to move on, like permission to 
step on, as a permission to start a new 
bloody wave in Donbas,” Mr. Zelenskyy said 

in the address, which was posted on 
Facebook. He added that the failure of 
countries to quickly agree to an embargo of 
Russian oil was costing Ukrainian lives. 
Presidential aide Andriy Yermak said earli-
er that Ukraine’s allies must go further than 
the sanctions announced on April 6. 
“Sanctions against Russia must be ruinous 
enough for us to end this terrible war,” he 
said. “My goal is to impose an embargo on 
the supply to Russia of technology, equip-
ment, minerals and ores [and’ rare earth 
dual-use minerals and thus stop the pro-
duction of weapons in Russia.” The United 
States and Britain on April 6 announced 
new measures, such as sanctions on 
President Vladimir Putin’s two adult 
daughters, in an unprecedented move by 
Western governments trying to pressure 
Moscow. A senior U.S. administration offi-
cial said on April 6 that the wife and daugh-
ter of Russian Foreign Affairs Minister 
Sergei Lavrov were also being hit with 
financial sanctions. More broadly, the bank-
ing giant Sberbank, which is Russia’s larg-
est financial institution, is being hit with 
full blocking sanctions, as well as the pri-
vate Alfa Bank, whose main shareholders 
have long been considered close to Putin’s 
inner circle. Britain on April 6 also 
announced new sanctions, including asset 
freezes targeting Sberbank and the Credit 
Bank of Moscow, and designated eight 
Russian oligarchs who the British govern-
ment says are used by Putin “to prop up his 
war economy.” “Together with our allies, we 
are showing the Russian elite that they can-
not wash their hands of the atrocities com-
mitted on Putin’s orders,” British Foreign 
Affairs Secretary Liz Truss said. The 
European Union was expected to make a 
similar announcement on April 7. The 
senior U.S. administration official who laid 
out the sanctions in a call with reporters 
said the United States believes that many of 
Putin’s assets are hidden with family mem-
bers and that’s why his daughters were 
being targeted. In addition to sanctions 
aimed at Putin’s daughters and Mr. Lavrov’s 
wife and daughter, the new sanctions also 
target Prime Minister Mikhail Mishustin 
and 20 other members of Russia’s Security 

(Continued on page 10)

 NEWS ANALYSIS

by Roger McDermott
Eurasia Daily Monitor

As March drew to a close, Moscow recal-
ibrated its maximalist war aims in Ukraine, 
officially designating the “special military 
operation” as now aimed primarily at “lib-
erating” the entire Donbas region. The 
demonstrated regrouping of Russia’s forces 
in the vicinity of Kyiv and Chernihiv is sup-
posed to presage a much wider and deeper 
Russian assault on the Ukrainian “Joint 
Forces Operation” (JFO) military units, 
which had been engaged along the line of 
control in Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts 
until February 24 when the Kremlin 
launched its massive re-invasion of the 
country. A critical element in this looming 
battle for the Donbas is likely to be the 
broader systemic use of Russian airpower, 
which until now has not featured on a scale 
commensurate with a large-scale war. The 
reluctance of the Aerospace Forces 
(Vozdushno Kosmicheskikh Sil – VKS) to 
engage at this level or to send long-range 
strategic aviation to target the JFO stems 
from the threat posed by Ukraine’s air 
defenses and, specifically, its Soviet-
developed S-300PT and S-300PS surface-
to-air missile (SAM) systems (Mil.ru, RBC, 
March 25).

Ukraine’s inventory of S-300 variants 
has been targeted and degraded since 
Russia massively escalated the war beyond 
the Donbas on February 24. This has driven 
calls by Kyiv to the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO) and its members to 

resupply these systems by sourcing them 
from Bulgaria or Slovakia on a bilateral 
basis. On the eve of the re-invasion, Ukraine 
fielded both S-300PT and S-300PS SAM 
systems. However, these have been target-
ed by Russian forces since the outset of the 
conflict, which has reportedly resulted in 
the destruction of 17 battalion sets of these 
air-defense assets. Twelve launchers for the 
S-300PT (5P851A) were destroyed, with an 
additional three S-300PS launchers 
(5P85D) destroyed; moreover, three 5P85S 
“master” S-300PS launchers were 
destroyed and another three captured. So, 
in total 17 Ukrainian S-300 launchers have 
been destroyed and three captured, accord-
ing to open-source analysis (Oryx.com, 
accessed, March 31). Successful Russian 
strikes against Ukraine’s S-300 systems 
have been cataloged through video and 
photographic evidence uploaded on social 
media, with examples such as the destruc-
tion of the S-300PS system in Svatove, 
Ukraine, on March 17, or the Russian 
defense ministry’s footage of a destroyed 
S-300PT system on March 30 (T.me/mod_
russia_en, March 30; T.me/ChDambiev, 
March 17).

The Russian Ministry of Defense con-
tends that its Armed Forces have achieved 
air supremacy in Ukraine, offering doubt-
lessly exaggerated figures to support the 
claim: destroying 123 aircraft out of 
Ukraine’s 152 operational platforms, 77 of 
149 helicopters and, in terms of long- and 

by Kseniya Kirillova
Eurasia Daily Monitor

Following the March 29 round of 
Russian-Ukrainian peace negotiations held 
in Istanbul, a cautious optimism crept into 
the rhetoric of the Russian delegation. 
However, this was swiftly followed by 
harshly negative criticism in the Russian 
media that negotiations are happening at 
all. That sharp public rebuke, combined 
with revelations of Russian war crimes in 
the Kyiv suburb of Bucha (BBC News – 
Russian service, April 3), raised new doubts 
about whether any peaceful resolution to 
the conflict is possible at the moment. 
Given this, some Ukrainian experts fear 
that the risk of a Russian nuclear strike 
against Ukraine is increasing.

In the wake of the latest talks in Istanbul, 
representatives of the Russian Ministry of 
Defense announced the withdrawal of 
troops from Kyiv and Chernihiv as a “good-
will gesture.” However, representatives of 
the Ukrainian side noted that the Russians 
were withdrawing because they could not 
achieve their goals near Kyiv (24tv.ua, 
March 29). The press secretary of the 
United States Department of Defense, John 
Kirby, underlined that the Pentagon viewed 
the Russian action as a repositioning of 
forces rather than a retreat, and the threat 
to Kyiv had not diminished (Twitter.com/
DeptofDefense, March 29).

Regarding the possibility of concluding a 
peaceful settlement with Ukraine, the 
Russian media mounted a powerful cam-
paign against any such initiative. A large 

number of propagandists and officials 
called the talks “traitorous” and “a surren-
der of national interests” (The Insider, 
March 29). Chechen leader Ramzan 
Kadyrov underscored the importance of 
finishing what was started – including, to 
take Kyiv and “destroy the Banderites, 
Nazis and devils” (Topwar.ru, March 29). 
Russian “experts” have begun to remind 
people that Moscow’s goal is a “profound 
de-Nazification” of the entire Ukrainian 
population, which is impossible without 
the power to control this process (RIA 
Novosti, April 3).

Because of this, the representative of the 
Russian delegation at the talks, Vladimir 
Medinskiy, along with State Duma (lower 
chamber of parliament) deputies were 
forced to justify the negotiating team’s 
actions and explain that their members 
“are not inclined to surrender” (Regnum, 
March 29). Nonetheless, the aggressive line 
of propaganda fired back that “the party of 
capitulation in Russia lacks perspective” 
(Nrus.info, April 2). Russian media rhetoric 
became even more belligerent after the 
mayor of Bucha, Anatoly Fedoruk, revealed 
evidence of hundreds of dead after Russian 
forces abandoned the Ukrainian town. He 
said that the streets of the town were 
strewn with corpses and showed photo-
graphs of the mutilated bodies of civilians, 
some of them with their hands tied behind 
their backs (Krym.com, April 3).

In response, Russian outlets, following 
the defense ministry’s lead, claimed that 

Kyiv’s request for S-300 air-defense systems, 
and the looming battle for Donbas

Ukrainian experts say Russian use  
of tactical nuclear weapons a real possibility
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Ukrainian MPs call on Canada to provide Ukraine with more lethal weapons and financial aid

Polls show Russians support Putin and the war on Ukraine

by Christopher Guly

OTTAWA – At an April 1 news confer-
ence in Ottawa conducted in English, an all-
female group of five members of the 
Ukrainian Parliament called on Canada to 
provide more lethal weapons and financial 
aid to their country while increasing sanc-
tions against Russia, which Canadian Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau has called on the 
Group of 20 (G-20) to expel from its ranks.

Lesia Zaburanna, a member of the 
Servant of the People political party – of 
which Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy is a member – said the war 
underway in her country is not between 
Ukraine and Russia, but between “evil and 
democratic values.”

“We highly appreciate Canadian support 
during the period of our independence 
over the last 30 years,” she said. “Canada is 
one of the best friends of our country.”

But Ms. Zaburanna, chair of the 
Ukrainian parliamentary Sub-committee 
on Public Expenditures, had three major 
requests for Canada, starting with the 
immediate need for weaponry, and extend-
ing to further sanctions against Russia and 
more financial assistance to Ukraine.

“Because of the war, we have losses of 
$550 million. A lot of our cities and villages 
were absolutely destroyed,” she said.

Anastasia Radina, also a member of the 
Servant of the People party and another 
member of Ukraine’s parliament, the 
Verkhovna Rada, cautioned that Russia 
“cannot be trusted” in its negotiations with 
Ukraine.

“The only way to get real negotiations 
with Russia is to get military superiority on 
the ground,” she said, noting that Ukraine 
was “told to make compromises” when 
Russia illegally annexed Crimea and 
installed “puppet regimes” in the Donetsk 
and Luhansk regions.

“This is did not bring peace to Ukraine. 

We learned with our blood and tears that 
[these] compromises with Russia only lead 
to Russia mobilizing more money, more 
military strength and hitting us even hard-
er and inflicting more indescribable pain to 
our people,” said Ms. Radina, who also 
chairs Ukraine’s parliamentary Committee 
on Anti-Corruption Policy.

“Our approach is that Ukraine has to win 
the war, has to keep Russian soldiers out of 
our land and this is our only option for us 
to receive peace,” said Ms. Radina, who 
asked the Canadian government to consid-
er supplying to her country items from the 
list of heavy weaponry requested by 
Ukraine’s defense ministry, which includes 
tanks and anti-aircraft systems.

Former Ukrainian vice-prime minister 
for European and Euro-Atlantic Integration 
of Ukraine Ivanna Klympush-Tsintsadze, 
chair of the parliamentary Committee on 
European Union Integration, said that 
“Ukraine is on fire and Russia is trying to 
erase it from the map of the world by bom-
barding our cities, killing our citizens indis-
criminately – driving people from their 
homes,” which, she noted, has resulted in 
millions of refugees.

She called for a global embargo on 
Russian oil and gas.

“We have to stop the European Union 
from buying Russian fossil fuels,” said Ms. 
Klympush-Tsintsadze, who explained that 
since February 24, when Russia invaded 
Ukraine, the EU has spent more than 23 bil-
lion euros purchasing Russian energy.

“We are calling on all banking systems of 
the Russian Federation to be under sanc-
tions – and [the world should be] isolating 
Russia internationally in cultural and 
sports organizations,” she said. “We are 
calling for Russian vessels being prohibited 
from your ports, but also Canadian vessels 
to not go into Russian ports.”

“We believe that offense is the best 
defense right now for us,” Ms. Klympush-

Tsintsadze said.
Yevheniya Kravchuk, deputy head of the 

Servant of the People party in the Verkhovna 
Rada and deputy chair of the parliamentary 
Committee on Humanitarian and Infor-
mation Policy, told journalists at the news 
conference that when she and her fellow 
members of parliament met with Mr. 
Trudeau and Deputy Prime Minister Chrystia 
Freeland, a Ukrainian Canadian, on March 31, 
her cellphone sent an alert about an air siren 
triggered in her Kyiv neighborhood.

“That meant my eight-year-old daughter 
had to go into the basement instead of 
going to school,” said Ms. Kravchuk, a jour-
nalist by profession, whose husband is a 
police officer and has joined the fight to 
protect Ukraine from Russian forces.

“The Ukrainian Army has been liberating 
numerous villages in the Kyiv region and in 
the south,” she explained, adding that sol-
diers need more than rifles.

“We have to have heavy weaponry to 
keep Russians from our territory,” Ms. 
Kravchuk said.

“If we talk about the end of this war, we 
mean winning this war. Other than that, 
[Russian President Vladimir] Putin will not 
stop and [he will] think he can go to other 
countries and humiliate the Western world, 
[which] has to be firm and has to be fast in 
giving us support if we want to keep peace, 
democracy, the rule of law, freedom of 
speech and whatever values we believe 
together,” Ms. Kravchuk said.

She explained that to date, the war has 
left a quarter of Ukraine’s population of just 
over 44 million displaced, and about four 
million – mainly women and children – 
have fled the country.

“Mariupol has become a mass grave-
yard,” said Ms. Kravchuk. She estimated 
that the number of fatalities in the city is 
about 5,000 people, and she said that num-
ber is likely to grow.

“The Russians have not let humanitarian 

aid enter the city – and over 100,000 peo-
ple are locked there in basements. All the 
buildings are ruined; [there is] no water, no 
electricity,” Ms. Kravchuk said.

She also said that over 4,000 Russian 
war crimes have been documented.

“There hasn’t been a war crime that the 
Russian Army hasn’t committed in 
Ukraine,” Ms. Kravchuk said, adding that 
she presented Canadian MPs who belong to 
the Canada-Ukraine Parliamentary 
Friendship Group with a file prepared by 
Ukraine’s Office of the Prosecutor General 
on “the killing of children.” The Ukrainian 
government believes that 148 children 
have been killed in Ukraine since Russia 
launched its full-scale war on February 24.

Furthermore, 40,000 Ukrainians have 
been forcibly removed from Ukraine to 
Russia and Belarus, which, as Ms. Kravchuk 
said, is “kidnapping.”

She added that the International 
Committee of the Red Cross’s plan to open 
an office in Russia’s southern port city of 
Rostov-on-Don has “enlightened Russians 
to kidnap our people and bring them to 
Russia, which is unacceptable.”

Maria Ionova, chair of the parliamentary 
Committee on Foreign Policy and 
Interparliamentary Cooperation, said the 
Russians are “acting worse than Nazis.”

“They are killing our children, raping our 
women,” Ms. Ionova said. “They are 
destroying and damaging our hospitals, 
educational centers, critical infrastructure – 
they are taking hostage democratically 
elected local representatives, journalists, 
priests, civil-society activists, paramedics.”

“Russians are a people of war. We are a 
people of peace,” she said, singling out 
Putin, whom she said “has to be punished.” 
She also applauded Canada’s support for an 
International Criminal Court investigation 
into alleged Russian war crimes and a sepa-

by Mike Eckel
RFE/RL

These days, the nightly newscasts on 
Russian state television are more trium-
phant proclamations about the “special 
military operation” in Ukraine than actual 
newscasts.

There’s virtually no public mention of 
the rising death toll among Russian sol-
diers. Russia media are banned from using 
the words “war” or “invasion” in describing 
the war and the invasion.

President Vladimir Putin’s March 18 call-
to-arms to roaring, flag-waving crowds in a 
stadium was carried live on national TV.

Six weeks into the war, amid the drum-
beat of disinformation, state-run polling 
agency results have pointed to a surge of 
support for Putin.

Evidence of such a surge, however,  also 
showed up last week in a survey by one of 
Russia’s most reputable independent poll-
sters, the Levada Center. For people looking 
for a sign of Russian weariness with Putin, 
Levada’s poll was not it.

But among academics, social scientists 
and close watchers of Russian social trends, 
the Levada poll showed signs of something 
else: a Russian reluctance – or even fear – 
of speaking frankly and honestly to poll-
sters.

In a report published on April 6, 
researchers affiliated with the London 

School of Economics examined “preference 
falsification” in Russian public opinion sur-
veys: whether respondents were hiding 
their true feelings on political questions; in 
this case, those related to approval for 
Putin, for the government or for the con-
duct of the war.

“While it is well known that fear of 
repression can lead to preference falsifica-
tion – i.e., people publicly supporting posi-
tions they privately don’t share – showing 
that this mechanism is at work is not easy,” 
the researchers, Philipp Chapkovski and 
Max Schaub, wrote. “After all, people are 
unlikely to say whether they are hiding 
their true preferences or not if they are hes-
itant to reveal these preferences in the first 
place.”

In their experiment, the researchers 
used an online Russian-designed sociologi-
cal tool called Toloka to recruit 3,000 adults 
and they devised a list of questions asking 
respondents whether they supported one 
or more of four social policies: same-sex 
marriage, abortion restrictions, the war in 
Ukraine and cash welfare payments for 
poor Russians.

Respondents aren’t asked to say which 
policies they support, merely how many of 
the four items they support.

In the survey, which was conducted on 
April 4 and which sociologists broadly call a 
“list experiment,” half of the respondents 
were given a three-item list, with the ques-

tion of the Ukraine war omitted; the other 
half was given a four-item list that included 
the Ukraine war question.

The researchers also asked respondents 
a straightforward, yes-or-no question: “Do 
you support the war?”

The results showed that when Russians 
were directly asked the question “Do you 
support the war?” 68 percent said they did. 
When using the list experiment, however, 
support for the war dropped to 53 percent.

“Do Russians tell the full truth when 
asked about their support for the war?” the 
researchers asked. “Based on our experi-
ment, we can safely conclude that they do 
not.

“Russians, at least those in our sample, 
clearly hide their true attitudes towards the 
war,” they said.

Skewed perceptions

Most Russians appear to be getting an 
incomplete picture of the war in Ukraine, 
which is by all accounts not going well for 
Russian forces.

Russian units have withdrawn from 
around Kyiv, which was believed to be a pri-
mary goal of the Kremlin in the early days 
of the war, and no major cities have been 
taken, including Mariupol, which has suf-
fered under a relentless siege that has dev-
astated the port city.

Also skewing perceptions: the death toll 
among Russian soldiers is not publicly 

available or widely discussed. Ukraine’s 
military claims that 18,500 Russians have 
been killed in Ukraine, while U.S. and 
Western intelligence say the figure is above 
10,000.

Russia’s most recent official tally came 
on March 25, when the Defense Ministry 
reported 1,351 deaths.

In a post to Twitter two days after the 
Levada poll was released, Sam Greene, 
director of the Russia program at Kings 
College London, criticized it, saying 
Russians were hiding their true feelings, 
and that Levada should have published the 
“rate of response” – that is, what percent-
age of respondents refused to participate.

Levada Center, and its director, Denis 
Volkov, did not immediately respond to 
e-mails and messages from RFE/RL seek-
ing comment.

In an online discussion hosted on April 5 
by the New York-based Council on Foreign 
Relations, Mr. Volkov said there were clear 
indicators well before the war of how 
Russian public opinion was shifting in sup-
port of the Kremlin.

“I think that these figures shouldn’t be a 
surprise because already before the conflict 
started, in the end of February, we already 
had the main counters of the attitudes 
towards it,” he said.

He said in January, as the scope of the 

(Continued on page 26)

(Continued on page 27)
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Russia suspended from U.N. Human Rights Council for ‘systematic abuses’

Former NATO commander says Western fears of nuclear war are preventing a proper response to Putin

RFE/RL

The United Nations General Assembly 
has voted to suspend Russia from the 
Human Rights Council over reports of 
“gross and systematic violations and abus-
es of human rights” by invading Russian 
troops in Ukraine.

The resolution received 93 votes in favor, 
24 against and 58 abstentions.

The U.S.-initiated resolution adopted by 
the 193-member General Assembly expres-
sed “grave concern at the ongoing human 
rights and humanitarian crisis in Ukraine.”

Ukrainian Foreign Affairs Minister 
Dmytro Kuleba expressed his gratitude to 
the U.N. members who voted in favor of 

suspending Russia from the Geneva-based 
47-member council, which is the U.N.’s 
leading human rights organization.

Russia was in its second year of a three-
year term on the council, whose decisions 
are not legally binding but send important 
political messages. It also can authorize 
investigations.

The suspension bars Moscow’s delega-
tion from speaking and voting, but its diplo-
mats could still attend debates.

Ukraine’s U.N. ambassador, Sergiy 
Kyslytsya, said Russia had committed “hor-
rific human rights violations and abuses 
that would be equated to war crimes and 
crimes against humanity.”

He called Russia’s actions in Ukraine 

“beyond the pale” and said Moscow “is not 
only committing human rights violations, it 
is shaking the underpinnings of interna-
tional peace and security.”

Deputy Russian Ambassador to the U.N. 
Gennady Kuzmin had urged members to 
vote no.

“What we’re seeing today is an attempt 
by the United States to maintain its domi-
nant position and total control,” he said. 
“We reject the untruthful allegations 
against us, based on staged events and 
widely circulated fakes.”

Mr. Kyslytsya responded to Russia’s com-
plaints about the proceeding, saying: “We 
have heard many times the same perverted 
logic of the aggressor trying to present 

itself as the victim.”
He also cautioned members of the 

General Assembly against abstaining, quot-
ing Holocaust survivor and Nobel Peace 
Prize winner Elie Wiesel, saying that, 
“Indifference is always the friend of the 
enemy, for it benefits the aggressor – never 
his victim, whose pain is magnified when 
he or she feels forgotten.”

(With reporting by AP, Reuters and dpa)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted with 
the permission of Radio Free Europe/Radio 
Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, Washing
ton DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see https://
www.rferl.org/a/unitednationsrussia
rightscouncilsuspension/31791510.html).

by Vazha Tavberidze
RFE/RL

A former top NATO commander has said 
Western fears “about nuclear weapons and 
World War III” have left it “fully deterred” 
and Vladimir Putin “completely unde-
terred” as the Russian leader pursues his 
increasingly brutal invasion of Ukraine.

“We have ceded the initiative to the 
enemy,” Philip Breedlove told RFE/RL’s 
Georgian Service in a recent interview.

Mr. Breedlove is a retired four-star U.S. 
Air Force general who led U.S. forces in 
Europe and served as NATO’s supreme 
allied commander from 2013 to 2016.

RFE/RL: Has NATO done enough to help 
Ukraine? Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy has asked for more weapons.

Philip Breedlove: In my opinion, we 
have not. In warfare, you want to deter 
your enemy, you want to have the initiative 
and not give the enemy the initiative. And 
we have ceded the initiative to the enemy. 
There’s a lot more we need to do in the role 
of being a provider. We have not gotten a 
medium- and high-altitude air defense 
there yet, we have not gotten coastal-
defense cruise missiles there yet. I do not 
yet understand why we haven’t gotten 
MiGs [fighter jets] there that other nations 
want to give them. So, there’s a multitude of 
things even inside our restricted sort of for-
mat that we still need to do.

RFE/RL: Mr. Zelenskyy has told NATO 
leaders to never again tell him that 
Ukraine’s military does not match NATO 
standards. Just how good is the Ukrainian 
Army?

Mr. Breedlove: Well, they’re showing us 
just how good they are. They’re magnificent. 
They have prepared a defensive depth. And 
they have thought very hard about how to 
fight with a smaller and less well-provided-
for force against a larger and much heavier 
mechanical force. And it has worked so far 
like a charm and, of course, it means they 
use up a lot of ammunition and military 
weaponry and that’s where the West now 
has to step up its game and give the 
Ukrainian military what it needs to fight.

RFE/RL: Iraq, Bosnia-Herzegovina and 
Libya are all places where NATO, a defen-
sive alliance, intervened in the past to stave 
off a humanitarian catastrophe. Is the rea-
son it has not done the same in Ukraine boil 
down to Moscow having nuclear weapons?

Mr. Breedlove: As I mentioned before, 
the bottom line is we in the West, certainly 
my nation, and NATO, are completely 
deterred in this matter. We have been so 

worried about nuclear weapons and World 
War III that we have allowed ourselves to 
be fully deterred. And [Putin], frankly, is 
completely undeterred. He has switched 
into the most horrific war against the citi-
zens of Ukraine, it is beyond criminal at this 
point.

If you remember what all Western lead-
ers were saying for weeks, if he does this, 
then we’ll do that. That is the definition of 
ceding the initiative to the enemy and being 
reactive to what the enemy does. You do 
not want to do what we have done, which is 
become deterred, and cede the initiative to 
the enemy.

RFE/RL: What message is NATO signal-
ing, if any, as a result?

Mr. Breedlove: Well, the message I 
worry about is the message to the Iranians, 
to the North Koreans and to the Chinese. 
We’re going to have to deal with Putin now, 
and we’re going to have to reestablish 
deterrence and we’re going to have to 
regain the initiative. And we’re going to 
have to send Putin a strong message that 
the West doesn’t stand for what he’s doing.

If then we do that, we may be able to re-
deter the Iranians, the North Koreans and 
the Chinese, but right now, the message 
we’re sending to the entire world is if you 
get a nuclear weapon, you’re going to have 
a certain reaction from the West and cer-
tainly from the United States ... [that’s all]. 
And I don’t think that’s the message we 
want to send them.

RFE/RL: How do you rate the Russian 
armed forces in Ukraine?

Mr. Breedlove: On the battlefield, it’s 
speaking for itself. If it was the second-best 
[army] in the world, it didn’t send its first 
team to this fight, because this fight has not 
been executed well. A few things that we 
completely expected from the Russians are 
clearly not there. We expected the Russians 
to fight what we in NATO call the com-
bined-arms fight – integration of land, air 
and sea, an overarching game plan that 
plays out on the battlefield – and this hasn’t 
been apparent.

The other thing that is interesting is how 
little role the Russian Air Force has played. 
It’s been stymied by Ukraine’s limited sur-
face-to-air capabilities. We thought Russia 
could do combined arms. We thought Russia 
could do suppression of enemy air defense. 
And we’ve seen neither and we had 
assumed that Russia knew how to do this. If 
they do, it has not shown up in Ukraine.

RFE/RL: What about other factors, 
including the morale of Russian troops?

Mr. Breedlove: There are clear indica-
tions that the morale of the Russian troops 

is poor. Early in the war, a long-range pla-
toon, which in our military are some of our 
toughest guys, they surrendered in north-
east Kharkiv, and one of the first things out 
of their mouth was, “Do you have any 
food?”

Another problem for the Russians is 
medical care for the wounded. Our troops 
know we’re going to bring them off the bat-
tlefield, no matter what, and we’re going to 
have medical care for them, and they’re 
going to have something to eat every day 
and occasionally something hot to eat. That 
kind of army has good morale, and we see 
indications that those are all problems for 
Russia.

RFE/RL: You said on March 2, “Capturing 
Kyiv is Russia’s biggest and most important 
target.” A month later, they aren’t even close 
to anything like that. What could Russia’s 
realistic military objectives be at this point?

Mr. Breedlove: They had a plan that 
they thought was going to take two, maybe 
three days. They planned around that, 
which means I think they made a lot of mis-
takes about what they brought to the fight. 
They obviously didn’t bring enough sup-
plies, and they did not have plans for get-
ting supplies. And if they thought they 
would be welcomed here, now it is clear 
that Russia has made an enemy out of 
everybody in Ukraine. There’s nobody 
there going to be waving Russian flags for 
them anywhere after what they have done 
to Ukraine and the Ukrainian people.

So, I think that possibly we will see 
Russia change its goals. I believe we may be 
entering into a phase where Russia is trying 
to better its negotiating position. And I 
believe that also –  that’s a little bit of the 
goal of President Zelenskyy – [the goal] is 
to get on the counteroffensive and start tak-
ing back some ground to better his negoti-
ating position. We all hope and pray that 
we can come to a negotiated settlement.

But, selfishly, I’ll tell you that we should 
not accept anything that President 
Zelenskyy doesn’t want. This is not about 
what the West wants for Ukraine right now. 
This is about what Ukraine and President 
Zelenskyy want for his people. And I think 
he should demand all of Ukraine’s lands 
back. We should not try to force him into 
something less than that.

RFE/RL: Do you think there is anything 
that would make Putin halt his invasion of 
Ukraine?

Mr. Breedlove: If he comes across force, 
he will stop. And frankly, that’s what 
Ukraine is working at doing now. There is 
still a lot of ugliness ahead. But if there 
were others to enter, and Putin ran into 

steel, I believe he would stop. If Putin con-
tinues on his criminal path, and does some-
thing crazy, like biological, chemical or 
nukes, as the nations have said, he may get 
a different response.

Secondarily, in my opinion, sanctions 
have never changed Putin. Sanctions have 
hurt Russia. They’ve hurt the Russian peo-
ple. They’ve hurt the Russian economy. But 
they have never, ever changed Putin’s 
actions. But the sanctions now are so tough 
and getting tougher every day. I still do not 
believe they will change Putin, but they 
may change those around Putin. I used to 
say that [a plot] would never happen. But 
frankly, Putin is causing so much suffering 
for his people. And they are beginning to 
learn what is really going on in Ukraine. 
And now I wouldn’t bet my paycheck on 
that.

RFE/RL: Is there any realistic off-ramp 
that the West could offer Putin at this 
point?

Mr. Breedlove: I do not believe there’s a 
realistic off-ramp that we could offer Putin 
that is acceptable to Mr. Zelenskyy. That’s 
why I said before: I am strong-minded and I 
want to use my voice to say we have no 
business telling President Zelenskyy what 
he should and should not do in these nego-
tiations. He needs to make his decisions for 
his country. Mr. Zelenskyy is a wartime 
leader, we see a real wartime leader there. 
If he chooses to say, “No, I’m not relinquish-
ing these currently occupied lands,” then 
I’m behind President Zelenskyy in that.

RFE/RL: Is there a potential risk that 
Putin could turn Ukraine into a European 
version of Syria?

Mr. Breedlove: Russia’s way of fighting 
when they can’t win outright is exactly 
what you saw in eastern Syria. It’s exactly 
what you see in Mariupol. If I can’t defeat 
your military, I’m going to murder and ter-
rorize your civilians.

And one of the things they do is weapon-
izing refugee flows; they’ve got [millions 
of ] people headed into Europe. And 
remember what happened with the refugee 
flows before in Europe, it created all man-
ner of political problems, dropped a couple 
of very important and strong governments. 
And so by making them the problem of all 
the nations of NATO along the border, this 
is the new Russian way of war. And we can-
not allow it to stand.

RFE/RL: Is there a danger that as the 
conflict drags on that the rest of the world 
could become desensitized, paying less 
attention to what is going on in Ukraine?

(Continued on page 11)
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2022 UNA Convention Delegates

Young UNA’er

Roman Volodymyr Luciw, son of Larissa 
and Dmytro Luciw of Huntington Valley, 
Pa., is a new member of UNA Branch 83.  
He was enrolled by his grandparents 
Michael (who is the secretary of Branch 

83) and Roksolana Luciw.

UNA Credentials Committee approves list 
of convention delegates and alternates

by Roma Hadzewycz

PARSIPPANY, N.J. – As the Ukrainian 
National Association’s (UNA’s) 40th 
Regular Convention approaches, the 
Credentials Committee appointed by the 
UNA’s Executive Committee has conducted 
the mandated review of credentials forms 
submitted by the organization’s branches.

Having held their pre-convention meet-
ings to elect delegates and alternates to 
represent them at the quadrennial conven-
tion, UNA branches submitted the required 

forms for each representative to the orga-
nization’s Home Office.

Meeting there on March 31, the 
Credentials Committee comprising Dr. 
Andrew Hrechak (chair), Maria Drich (vice-
chair) and Roma Hadzewycz (secretary) 
conducted its work in accordance with the 
UNA By-Laws.

The Credentials Committee approved 
the credentials of 50 delegates and 23 
alternates representing 30 UNA branches 
from across the United States and Canada.

The By-Laws stipulate that at least 30 

days prior to the opening of the Convention, 
the names of all approved delegates and 
alternate delegates are to be published in 
the official publications of the association, 
Svoboda and The Ukrainian Weekly. 

As announced in mid-January, the UNA 
Convention is scheduled for May 13-15 at 
Soyuzivka Heritage Center in Kerhonkson, 
N.Y. Branches are eligible for one delegate 
for each 50 members, but no more than 
four delegates. In addition, it is advised that 
alternates be elected for each delegate. 

For the 2022 convention, 11 branches 
have one delegate each, five branches have 
two delegates each, two branches have 
three delegates each and five branches 
have four delegates each.

For the purpose of representation at the 
convention, a UNA branch having fewer 
than 50 members may unite with another 
branch or branches also having fewer than 
50 members if, when combined, the aggre-
gate of the branches shall be no less than 
50 members. They shall have the right to 
elect one delegate and an alternate. To 
assist in this process, the list of branches 
with fewer than 50 members was pub-
lished in the UNA’s official publications in 
early February. 

For this year’s convention, seven smaller 
branches took advantage of this opportuni-
ty for representation.

Credentials Committee members (from left) Dr. Andrew Hrechak, Maria Drich and 
Roma Hadzewycz during their meeting on March 31 at the UNA Home Office.

Do  you  have   
a  young  una’er, 

or  potential  young  
una’er   in  your  family?

Call the UNA Home Office, 
973-292-9800,

 to find out how to enroll.

 Branch  Delegate Branch  Delegate 

5  
5  
5  
10  
10  
10  
10  
10  
10  
10  
13  
13  
13  
13  
13  
37  
37  
37  
42  
42  
42  
42  
47  
47  
47  
59  
76  
76  
83  
88  
88  
133/142 
/488  
155  
161  
161  
161  

Lew, Maya
Lew, Oksana
Oprysko, Andrew
Kulish, Liudmyla 
Kulish, Viktor 
Shumylo, Mikhail
Streletsky, Vasily 
Semenyuk, Natalya (alternate)
Voyevoda, Dmitriy (alternate)
Voyevoda, Nadia (alternate) 
Doloszycki, Dorothy
Fil, Peter  
Myshchuk, Volodymyr
Tysiak, Cynthia
Myshchuk, Taras (alternate)
Popovich, Marta  
Stanko, George
Kaczaj, Roman (alternate)
Demitre, Luba  
Drich, Maria 
Demitre, Christina (alternate)
Lenczuk, Dmytro (alternate)
Haras, Maria
Koziak, Mathew
Rybak, Margaret
Doboszczak, Bohdan
Hrechak, Andrew
Koziupa, Michael
Luciw, Roksolana
Kaszczak, Ivan  
Cade, Maria (alternate)

Bohdan, Michael
Salabay, Nadia
Diakiwsky, Chloe
Diakiwsky, Emma
Diakiwsky, Nick

161  
162  
162  
171  
171  
171  
171  
171  
171  
171  
171  
173  
173  
173  
234  
234  
234  
234  
269  
269  
269  
269  
277  
277  

Diakiwsky, Rachel
Fedorijczuk, Jolanta  
Fedorijczuk, Yaroslaw (alternate)
Banach, Joseph  
Lysko, Martha 
Pavkovitch, Walter
Woch, Steven 
Honcharyk, Walter (alternate)
Lysko, Wolodar (alternate)
Woch, Bohdan (alternate)
Woch, Stepan (alternate)
Szeremeta, Philip
Szeremeta, Wasyl 
Dimon, Joanne (alternate)
Oscislawski, Maria
Wowk, Andrew 
Fisher, Anna (alternate)
Wowk, Larissa (alternate)
Bilchuk, Nina
Derzko, Sofia
Kaploun, Valentina
Woronowycz, Roman
Kolinsky, Myron  
Kebalo, Ivan (alternate)

287/153  Hadzewycz, Romana  
287/153  
325  
325  

Sochan, Taras (alternate)
Chupa, Barbara  
Chupa, William (alternate)

362/163  
362  
381  
399  
399  
414  
414  
450  
450  

Hirniak, Roman  
Walchuk, George (alternate)
Puzyk, Bohdan
Skyba, Volodymyr  
Skyba, Natalia (alternate)
Sowa, Bohdan  
Melnyk, Christine (alternate)
Milanytch, Motria  
Fedash, Ariadna (alternate)
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The world has now come to know the gruesome and unconscionable horrors per-
petrated by the Russian military in the Ukrainian towns of Bucha, Irpin and 
Borodyanka. We believe there will most certainly be more in other towns. Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, visibly shaken by the scenes uncovered in Bucha, 
was not only clearly distraught by what he had witnessed, but he seemed unable to 
comprehend for himself just why Russian soldiers so savagely tortured innocent 
men, women and children.

Speaking in a video address posted on the website of the president of Ukraine on 
April 3, Mr. Zelenskyy said “concentrated evil has come to our land.” He then 
switched to the Russian language to ostensibly speak directly to the Russian people. 
“I want every mother of every Russian soldier to see the bodies of the killed people 
in Bucha, in Irpin, in Hostomel,” Mr. Zelenskyy said. “What did they do?  Why were 
they killed? What did the man who was riding his bike down the street do? Why 
were ordinary civilians in an ordinary peaceful city tortured to death? Why were 
women strangled after their earrings were ripped out of their ears? How could 
women be raped and killed in front of children? … Russian mothers! Even if you 
raised looters, how did they also become butchers? You couldn’t be unaware of 
what’s inside your children? You couldn’t overlook that they are deprived of every-
thing human? No soul. No heart. They killed deliberately and with pleasure.”

He then addressed the leaders of the Russian Federation and spoke about how 
their military tortured and killed innocent civilians. One man was killed while riding 
a bicycle, while another was shot with his hands bound behind his back. “This is how 
the Russian state will now be perceived. This is your image. Your culture and human 
appearance perished together with the Ukrainian men and women to whom you 
came,” Mr. Zelensky said.

Meanwhile, Ukraine has now shown the entire world that their image is one of 
heroism, courage and dedication to fight despite overwhelming odds for one’s free-
dom and one’s homeland. It is an image that many see in the Ukrainian president 
and the members of Ukraine’s military, but it is also found in regular Ukrainians 
faced with unimaginable choices.

The Ukrainian Weekly’s editor-in-chief travelled to Warsaw and met one such 
woman on April 7. The woman, who provided her name but will remain anonymous 
to protect her life, told The Weekly that she has three children and she recently fled 
Mariupol. Her two adult daughters, together with their children, are safe in 
Switzerland. The woman said her husband is in Ukraine fighting for their country’s 
armed forces, and she believed that her third child, a 32-year-old man, had died.

That very morning, she received a call from his cell phone, but it was not her son. 
The voice on the line said her son was alive and being held in Donetsk by members 
of the self-proclaimed Donetsk People’s Republic (DNR). If she wanted her son, the 
voice said, she would need to come get him. She said she would leave for their home 
inside the DNR. Asked if she understood the danger of returning home, she said, 
“What else am I supposed to do? I love my son.” She was asked how she would get 
herself and her son, if he was even still alive, back out of the DNR. “I know they won’t 
let me out,” she said quietly. She then calmly looked down to the floor, her face worn 
and tired, her eyes wet with tears, and said, “I will stay with my son, and we’ll die 
there together.”

The Ukrainian Weekly

Five years ago, on April 11, 2017, Russia-backed occupying 
forces in Ukraine’s Donbas region and their local proxies fired at 
Ukrainian positions more than 45 times with weapons that 
included heavy artillery prohibited by the Minsk agreements. 
The one-sided violation of the ceasefire on April 11-12 followed 
an immediate violation of the ceasefire agreement just hours 

after the deal was brokered through the Trilateral Contact Group on March 29.
Oleksandr Gavrylyuk of Eurasia Daily Monitor noted that the ceasefire violations by 

Russia in Ukraine would continue as long as the Ukrainian side of the border was not 
under Ukraine’s control.

All previously agreed ceasefires had been violated to the point that Oleg Zhdanov, a for-
mer officer of the operations division in the Ukrainian General Staff, explained how the 
ceasefire agreements had come under criticism and ridicule.

“In our experience, a similar ceasefire started on September 1, last year, and lasted 
hardly a single day,” he added.

Dmytro Tymchuk, a Ukrainian member of parliament and military expert, said the lat-
est ceasefire was an attempt by the Kremlin to initiate a “Transnistria scenario” in the 
Donbas – that is, it was an attempt to recognize the self-proclaimed republics’ “passports,” 
“state borders,” etc. He stressed that it was important to consider what Ukraine does after 
Russia’s violation, rather than if the ceasefire is violated. The Kremlin, he added, continues 
to destabilize the situation and propagate a negative image of Ukraine.

In April, Rebecca Harms, co-chair of the Greens faction in the European Parliament, 
called for sending United Nations peacekeepers to the Donbas. It was the only force capa-
ble of guaranteeing that the agreements would be enforced, she said.

Mr. Gavrylyuk added that the latest ceasefire violation would likely be forgotten, like 
the others before it, but warned that Russia’s actions in the Donbas needed to be closely 
monitored to see if Russia would use the opportunity to make renewed gains in 
Ukrainian positions.

Source: “April ceasefire in Donbas: Opportunity for renewed Russian gains?” by Oleksandr 
Gavrylyuk (Eurasia Daily Monitor), The Ukrainian Weekly, April 23, 2017.

April
11
2017

Turning the pages back...

The butchers of Bucha, 
and a mother’s love

Dear Editor:

As President Volodymyr Zelenskyy pas-
sionately and with an urgent sense of des-
peration implores U.S. President Joe Biden 
and Western nations for more concrete 
support for his beleaguered nation, 
Ukraine, which in fact is doing the bidding 
of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization in 
standing up to Russian President Vladimir 
Putin, the response has been weak, mostly 
with a string of negative responses.

Being a patriotic Ukrainian American, I 
have had a stream of thoughts that gave 
voice to the words “not yet, not yet.” I had 
hoped that Mr. Biden would have surely 
acted more decisively, as an ardent sup-
porter of freedom wherever it may be 
found, and as a powerful leader and 

defender of the free world. Yet as time 
passed and is running out for Mr. 
Zelenskyy and the much suffering nation 
of Ukraine, my thoughts quicken. The “not 
yets” mercilessly blend into “nyets” and 
then into one powerful, resounding 
Russian “Nyet,” which quickly attempts to 
engulf my mind.

Mr. president, would you please send 
Ukraine more anti-missile and anti-aircraft 
systems like the Patriot missile system, as 
well as many more Stingers. In all probabil-
ity, in the upcoming battles, control of the 
airspace over Ukraine will prove to be a 
decisive factor between victory and what 
may be a devastating defeat.

Andriy (Andy) Pawlowych
Union, NJ

Please send Ukraine more anti-missile  
and anti-aircraft systems

 LETTER TO THE EDITOR

by Vazha Tavberidze
RFE/RL

Russian President Vladimir Putin has 
made a grave miscalculation by invading 
Ukraine, triggering a conflict that could ulti-
mately spill over its borders, possibly ignit-
ing a larger conflagration, a former presi-
dential adviser and Kremlin spin doctor 
has said.

In an interview with RFE/RL’s Georgian 
Service, Gleb Pavlovsky, speaking through 
Zoom from an unknown location, said 
Putin’s decision to invade Ukraine on 
February 24 made “no political sense.”

“This is all Putin’s own personal deci-
sion. Nobody other than Putin would have 
made it, not even Ramzan Kadyrov, had he 
had a say in it,” Mr. Pavlovsky said, refer-
ring to the authoritarian ruler of Russia’s 
Chechnya region. “Nobody, including 
myself, realized just how maniacally 
obsessed he must have been with Ukraine. 
We underestimated the extent of decay of 
the Russian government.”

A dissident during the Soviet era, Mr. 
Pavlovsky served a sentence of internal 
exile before the fall of the Soviet Union. 
After the collapse of communism, Mr. 
Pavlovsky became a “political technolo-
gist,” serving as a consultant to the 
Kremlin from 1996 to 2011, after which 
he became a critic of Putin’s presidency.

His comments come with Russian forc-
es largely bogged down or in retreat in 
Ukraine, making small gains or holding 
positions in the south, mostly along the 
Black Sea coast. More than 4 million 
Ukrainians have been forced to flee the 
country amid the unprovoked Russian 
assault.

During their invasion, Russian forces 
have been accused by Human Rights 
Watch and many others of committing 
war crimes and atrocities in occupied 
areas of the Chernihiv, Kharkiv and Kyiv 
regions.

In his interview with RFE/RL, Mr. 
Pavlovsky, 71, said that Putin had “stepped 
into a trap in Ukraine.”

“Ukraine was supposed to be a lever for 
pressuring the West into discussion over 
security issues,” Mr. Pavlovsky said, refer-
ring to Kremlin demands that Putin first 
aired in December. “It’s a game of strategy. 
But I was flabbergasted to see him throw 
away all negotiating opportunities over 
the genuine security of Russia and instead 

opt for this strange pogrom that he calls a 
‘special military operation.’”

With Russia’s military having largely 
retreated from areas north of Kyiv and stat-
ing it will now focus on areas of southeast-
ern Ukraine already held by Russia-backed 
separatists, Mr. Pavlovsky said Putin will 
find it difficult to declare “victory.”

“Signing a cease-fire immediately would 
be the smartest thing Russia could do right 
now. It could get a neutrality status out of 
Ukraine, but that would amount to next to 
nothing. As for ‘demilitarization,’ which has 
been turned into a propaganda slogan, the 
extent of damage to Ukraine’s military 
infrastructure is large enough to claim that 
‘demilitarization’ has been achieved.

“Russia will try to keep the territories it 
has seized so far, especially the ones bor-
dering the Sea of Azov, but this will depend 
on the willingness of Ukrainians to negoti-
ate and stop the fighting,” Mr. Pavlovsky 
said.

Like other Kremlin watchers, Mr. 
Pavlovsky believes Putin is hoping for an 
end to hostilities by May 9, when he could 
claim “victory” as Russia marks the defeat 
of Nazi Germany in World War II. 
Celebrations normally include a huge mili-
tary parade on Moscow’s Red Square com-
plete with goose-stepping soldiers, tanks 
and other military hardware.

“If a cease-fire is reached before May 9, 
so Russia can celebrate and ‘sell’ this as a 
victory, then that’s a good outcome. If not, 
we won’t have peace, the negotiations will 
drag on, and Russia will encounter even 
greater problems with sanctions,” predicts 
Mr. Pavlovsky, cautioning that sanctions 
pose an even more serious long-term 
threat to the well-being of Russia.

The longer the conflict drags on, the like-
lier Moscow could escalate in Ukraine, Mr. 
Pavlovsky predicts, with the possibly of a 
spillover beyond the borders of Ukraine 
becoming greater.

“And if Russia doesn’t choose peace and 
decides to continue the war, then it might 
do things in Ukraine that will see this con-
flict escalate to an unforeseen level. And 
this next level will take place beyond 
Ukraine’s borders. This might spill into con-
ventional warfare between Russia and the 
West, with NATO. How exactly this would 
look is hard to say, but I no longer think this 
to be unthinkable and impossible,” Mr. 

Longtime Putin adviser says Russian leader is  
obsessed with Ukraine and has ‘stepped into a trap’

(Continued on page 31)
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by Eugene Czolij

Images of dead civilians lying on the 
streets of the Ukrainian town of Bucha, a 
suburb of Kyiv, with their hands tied 
behind their backs, shocked the interna-
tional community and shamed Russian 
President Vladimir Putin’s apologists, 
including all of those who had felt sympa-
thy for the “young demoralized Russian 
soldiers,” as these atrocities were commit-
ted by Russian soldiers.

Russia’s unprovoked genocidal war 
against Ukraine exposed the Russian lead-
ership and army, revealing them for what 
they are, namely war criminals.

Indeed, only war criminals indulge in 
revolting atrocities such as killing, raping 
and torturing the civilian population, 
shelling a nuclear power plant, destroying 
and damaging civil infrastructure, includ-
ing hospitals, schools and residential 
buildings.

The atrocities committed in Bucha, a 
city just liberated from Russian occupation, 
demonstrates the depths of human evil.

As requested by Ukraine’s Foreign 
Affairs Ministry, the International Criminal 
Court and international organizations 
should send their missions to Bucha and 
other liberated cities and other towns in 
Ukraine once occupied by the Russian mili-
tary to collect, in cooperation with 
Ukrainian law enforcement agencies, all 
evidence of war crimes.

The atrocities committed in Bucha have 
also sent a strident signal to the interna-
tional community that they must react in a 
much more meaningful way to Russia’s 
unprovoked and premeditated war on 
Ukraine.

Russian authorities have already con-
ceded that the Ukrainian army has stopped 
Russian forces from achieving their short-
term goals of invading Kyiv, purging 
Ukraine’s governing authorities and taking 
full control of Ukraine.

However, the realization that Russia’s 
initial strategic geopolitical plan was not 
achievable in a conventional war against 
an incredibly determined Ukrainian army 
has driven the Russian army to savagely 

target civilians in order to force Ukraine 
into submission.

The international community must 
therefore effectively and immediately help 
Ukraine regain control of its territorial 
integrity and prevent further hideous war 
crimes against its civilian population, 
including children.

The North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
and its member countries must now sup-
ply Ukraine with the necessary weapons it 
needs in order for it to impose a no-fly 
zone over Ukrainian airspace and push 
Russian forces out of Ukraine. This includ-
ing providing Ukraine with fighter jets, 
drones, tanks, air defense systems, anti-
ship missile systems, anti-tank missile sys-
tems and chemical personal protective 
equipment.

Russia, in turn, must be fully isolated 
and further crippled by additional severe 
sanctions, including a total ban on the 
imports of Russian oil, gas and coal, the clo-
sure of all ports to Russian ships and 
goods, and the exclusion of all Russian 
banks from the SWIFT financial system.

Indeed, since Russia has chosen to be a 
pariah, the international community must 
treat it as such until Russia has indemnified 
Ukraine for all of the damages it caused 
and until Moscow fully abides by the fun-
damental principles enshrined in the 
United Nations Charter.

Ukraine’s ability to put an end to 
Russia’s imperialist ambitions is the only 
guarantee that no city in the European 
Union will be subjected to the horrors seen 
in Bucha.

Ultimately, history will not be kind to 
those who had the means to prevent atroci-
ties such as those seen in Bucha but were 
lacking the political will to do so. Indeed, 
such conduct will be equated to neutrality, 
and in the words of renowned Anglican 
Bishop Desmond Tutu: “If you are neutral 
in situations of injustice, you have chosen 
the side of the oppressor.”

Eugene Czolij is president of nongovern
mental organization “Ukraine2050” and 
former president of the Ukrainian World 
Congress (20082018).

Bucha is a wake-up call for more effective 
measures to support Ukraine

 COMMENTARY

My wife, Lesia, and I have driven by 
the Episcopal church many times on 
Sunday. Up until last week, neither of us 
had ever been inside the church we 
passed so often.

That  changed when The Daily 
Chronicle, our local newspaper, ran a story 
under the headline, “Church to host read-
ing of Ukrainian poems to fundraise for 
Doctors Without Borders.” Really? “To help 
the people of Ukraine,” the Chronicle story 
read, “St. Paul’s Episcopal Church is host-
ing a reading of Ukrainian poetry by local 
poets.” The event, titled “Sunflower Seeds: 
Poetry for Ukraine,” was to focus “on 
Ukrainian people fleeing the destruction to 
their country.”

The presenting poets were Susan Azar 
Porterfield, Becky Parfitt, Marilyn Cleland, 
John Bradley, Bonnie Amesquita, Ricardo 
Amesquita and Joseph Gastiger. “I can’t 
offer a lot, but what I can do is offer poetry, 
in this case poems by Ukrainian authors,” 
read a quote from Mr. Bradley, “to bring a 
focus on this ever-worsening situation that 
only poetry can bring. … I feel it’s my 
responsibility as a fellow human being.”

An earlier news release quoted St. 
Paul’s member Marilyn Cleland who said: 
“As a fellow writer, as one who struggles to 
shape words, who wrestles with words to 
shape my thoughts, my images, I know 
that their words have come through fire 
and bullet and bomb. In this way they are 
true words about this war even if words 
may be inadequate to it. And I will speak 
their words.”

And so, Marilyn did, eloquently and pas-
sionately, as did John, Susan, Bonnie, 
Ricardo, Becky and Joseph in their read-
ings. How wonderful is that? Published 
American poets rendering the works of 
Ukrainian writers and poets!

The evening began with Ms. Porterfield 
reading “Bandura Player, Eagle Grey” by 
Taras Shevchenko. Thirteen more poems 
were read by the other poets, including an 
address by Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy on March 6 which was tran-
scribed into poetic fashion. The last poem 
read was also by Taras Shevchenko. It was 
his iconic “Will and Testament.”

The reading that I found especially 
appropriate was “We Will Never Ever Be 
Brothers” written by Anastasia Dmitruk 
and read by Ms. Parfitt. The first few lines 
were especially powerful. “We will never 
ever be brothers – not by motherland, not 
by mothers. Your souls aren’t free. They’re 
crippling. We won’t even become step sib-
lings. Our ‘big brother, we don’t believe 
you.’”

The last line read: “From your Tsar, our 
democracy severed. We will never be 
brothers ever.” It was obvious to me that 
much thought and preparation had gone 
into the entire evening. Kudos and more 
power to the poets of DeKalb, Ill.

Another moving development for me 
appeared under the headline, “Florist 
turns wishing into action for Ukraine,” by 
Heidi Stevens, in the Sunday edition of The 
Chicago Tribune. It seems that Steven 
Dyme, a business partner with Joseph 
Dickstein in Chicago’s “Flowers for 
Dreams” flower shop they own and oper-
ate, watched National Public Radio’s 
Twitter feed about Anzhela Kolesnik, a flo-

rist in Mykolaiv, Ukraine, who had just 
stocked her shop with fresh spring blooms 
when war broke out. By the time the bulbs 
bloomed, Russians were bombarding her 
town. “It’s a shame to throw them out,” Ms. 
Kolesnik said in the NPR clip. “So, she kept 
her shop open,” wrote Ms. Stevens, “a 
small slice of beauty and hope amid 
unspeakable violence.”

Mr. Dyme knew he needed to help. First, 
however, he had to find Ms. Kolesnik. Not 
an easy task in war-torn Ukraine. After a 
few failed attempts, another florist in 
Mykolaiv, Ukraine, learned of the search 
efforts and Ms. Kolesnik was contacted. 
Communicating with her on Instagram, 
the Chicago florists learned that Ms. 
Kolesnik had 15,000 stems for sale. Mr. 
Dyme and his partner offered to buy them 
so that she could close her shop and 
remain in a bomb shelter. The offer was 
turned down. Ms. Stevens continued the 
story in her column: “‘I do not need your 
money,’” Ms. Kolesnik informed the 
Chicago florists. “‘You can financially help 
our soldiers. … Our soldiers lack warm 
clothes, [items for] personal hygiene, ciga-
rettes and even food. I’ll buy everything, 
take it to them and be sure to send you a 
report.’ Mr. Dyme wired her $2,000.” At the 
time Ms. Stevens was writing her story, she 
learned that the money was still pending 
transfer.

Ms. Stevens contacted Ms. Kolesnik to 
learn how things were going in Mykolaiv. 
“We are surrounded by explosions,” she 
wrote back. “Everyone needs peace over 
their heads.”

“[Mr.] Dyme and his colleagues did what 
so many of us do. He heard a news report 
and wished he could help,” wrote Ms. 
Stevens. “And then they did that harder 
part – turning the wishing into action. … 
And that’s the whole point. Always. But 
especially right now, when we need to side 
loudly and lovingly with humanity.” Amen 
to that.

And how about the Polish people! 
Politically they have come full circle. In my 
father’s day, Ukrainians and Poles held 
each other in disdain. Even today I suspect 
that the feeing still lingers among older 
Poles and older Ukrainians.

Fortunately, times have changed. Today 
we have Putin’s Russia, our common 
enemy. Poles and Ukrainians are united as 
never before and that is good. I’ve recently 
experienced two small examples: The 
March issue of “Narod Polski,” a publica-
tion of the Polish Roman Catholic Union of 
America, ran a quarter page ad showing a 
blue and yellow heart with “Prayer for 
Protection of Ukraine” above it in bright 
blue and yellow letters. Imagine!

And last Sunday a Polish person we 
know at St. Mary’s Catholic Church in 
DeKalb, Ill., approached Lesia and me to 
see how we were holding up. He held our 
hands and said, “I pray for Ukraine. I want 
to see Russia defeated.” He had tears in his 
eyes.

Do not despair, dear reader. Ukraine has 
most of the free world on its side. Our peo-
ple are tenacious and resilient. They will 
overcome. Slava Ukraini! Heroyam Slava!

Myron Kuropas’s email address is  
kuropas@comcast.net.

Of poets, florists and the Polish people
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discovered in the liberated suburbs north-
west of Kyiv in Bucha, Irpin and Boro-
dyanka.

Western intelligence reported over the 
past week that most of Moscow’s forces 
trying to capture Kyiv, a city of almost 3 mil-
lion, were rendered incapable of combat 
and so Russia decided to focus the remain-
der of its strength on the remaining areas 
of the easternmost regions of Luhansk and 
Donetsk where Kremlin despot Vladimir 
Putin has waged a war upon the neighbor-
ing country since 2014.

Russian atrocities included the execution 
of hundreds of civilians whose bodies were 
subsequently left behind in Bucha, a suburb 
northwestern of Kyiv. The city’s mayor, 
Anatoliy Fedoruk, said that 90 percent of 
civilians who died had “bullet wounds, … 
not shrapnel wounds,” a Deutsche Welle 
news team reported.

Ukraine’s chief prosecutor, Iryna Vene-
diktova, said the most victims from Russian 
killings were discovered in nearby 
Borodyanka, though she did not provide a 
death toll. At least 200 civilians are feared 
dead and lying under the rubble of 
destroyed buildings, the city’s manager said.

Olha Sukhenko, the township head of 
Motyzhyn in the same region, was found 
killed and her body laid in a pit together 
with her family, including her son, whose 
head was decapitated.

U.S. President Joe Biden called the kill-
ings “war crimes,” while others have called 
the acts genocide as evidence mounts that 
invading Russian forces are specifically tar-
geting civilians and non-military infrastruc-
ture, and they are killing livestock and dis-
rupting farming operations.

It has been described as the most-
watched war in real-time. And, writing in a 
commentary for The Washington Post, John 
Hopkins University Associate Prof. Eugene 
Finkel called what’s happening in Ukraine 
“genocide.”

Donbas

Ukraine’s military is now bracing for 
what its military intelligence says Putin 
desires. Namely, to conquer the entire 
Donbas, consisting of the Donetsk and 
Luhansk regions before May 9. On that day, 
Russia historically commemorates the 
Soviet Union’s victory in Europe over Nazi 
Germany in World War II despite in 1939 
having started the war by invading Poland, 
whose territory constituted areas of mod-
ern-day Ukraine and Belarus.

The three eastern regional administra-
tion heads of Kharkiv, Luhansk and 
Donetsk have called on civilians to leave the 
area in anticipation of Russia’s next move.

“There is no time to lose, you [Luhansk’s 
regional residents] should leave right now,” 

said Serhiy Haidai, head of Luhansk’s 
regional defense command, in a public 
statement.

He also mentioned that not one hospital 
in the region he governs has been left 
unscathed by Russian projectiles, with each 
one having suffered damage.

The southeastern Kharkiv regional town 
of Izyum is still contested. But Popasna has 
ever since 2014, following Russia’s initial 
invasion, been divided between Ukrainian 
and Russian forces.

Western intelligence officials, including 
from the Pentagon and Britain, say that 
Ukraine is shifting forces toward the east to 
resist Moscow’s objective of taking over the 
rest of the eastern regions.

NATO chief Jens Stoltenberg said over 
the past week that Russia’s war could last 
for years and that Putin still wants the 
“whole of Ukraine.”

He added that “Putin can end it [the war] 
immediately if he withdraws his troops and 
stops attacks on an independent sovereign 
Ukraine, and seeks a political solution at the 
negotiating table. But, at the same time, we 
must be realistic and understand that this 
may take a long time, months, or even years.”

More weapons

Ukrainian forces have valiantly fought off 
the Russian military, which is more superi-
or in number, and it has inflicted heavy 
casualties that Moscow has not acknowl-
edged.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelens-
kyy also isn’t disclosing combat losses 
despite visual open-source evidence of fig-
ures on both sides available on social media 
platforms.

Kyiv says that Russia has lost more than 
600 tanks and 18,000 military personnel.

The heroic, and to some surprising, abili-
ty of Ukraine’s military to resist the Russian 

onslaught has been attributed to eight 
years of training with Western military per-
sonnel. It has also been attributed to the 
weaponry Ukraine has received from 
abroad to keep Russia at bay.

U.S. General Mike Milley announced that 
60,000 additional anti-armor weapons are 
being delivered to the war-torn country. 
And U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken 
said the country will have 10 anti-tank 
weapons to every one Russian armor unit.

Unconfirmed reports say that British 
anti-vessel Harpoon rockets have been 
delivered to the southern Black Sea port 
city of Odesa and the United Kingdom’s 
NLAW anti-armor killers are already being 
used by Ukraine’s military.

The Czech Republic is confirmed to be 
sending weapons, including tanks, while 
the U.S., according to The New York Times, 
is sending so-called suicide drones. It is 
also training Ukrainian personnel on how 
to use them.

South

Donetsk’s second-largest city of 
Mariupol is still besieged and Ukrainian 
forces hold central areas of the city, but 
they are divided into three different sec-
tors.

Speaking to the Greek parliament on 
April 7, Mr. Zelenskyy said the “city is 
almost destroyed.”

“It was a city with a population of half a 
million people, and there are still about 
100,000 people left there. But there is vir-
tually no undamaged building. Almost all 
buildings in the city have been completely 
destroyed,” he said.

The city is deprived of water, natural gas 
and electrical power supplies and essential 
goods.

Military experts write that the seizure of 
the city is symbolic for Putin because the 

Russian ruler wants to establish a land cor-
ridor between mainland Russia and occu-
pied Crimea that Moscow forces seized in 
2014.

In what is now an increasingly dire situ-
ation, Ukrainian National Guard units from 
the Azov Battalion and Marines still defend 
pockets of the city.

Presidential adviser Oleksiy Arestovych 
said on Twitter that the country’s forces 
still provide them with “direct and indirect 
support,” including helicopters which “suc-
cessfully delivered ammo [ammunition].”

He added that Ukraine’s “special forces 
units work behind enemy lines … [and] 
recently damaged a railway connecting 
Crimea and Melitopol [in the country’s 
Zaporizhia region].”

More sanctions

This week, the U.S., Britain, the European 
Union, in coordination with the Group of 
Seven (G-7) industrialized countries 
imposed additional restrictive measures on 
Russia following the atrocities discovered 
in Kyiv’s northwestern suburbs.

Affected financial institutions include 
Russia’s biggest lender, state-owned 
Sberbank, which holds a third of the coun-
try’s banking assets, and Alfa Bank, which 
is the fourth largest bank.

The U.S. also sanctioned Putin’s daugh-
ters, Russian Foreign Affairs Minister Sergei 
Lavrov’s wife and daughter, Mikhail 
Mishustin, Dmitriy Medvedev and a number 
of members of Russia’s Security Council, 
Ukraine Crisis Media Center (UCMC) 
reported.

Britain froze the assets of Credit Bank of 
Moscow and sanctioned two Russian 
tycoons.

More than 300 Russian diplomats sus-
pected of being spies were expelled by 18 
countries: Poland, Romania, Slovenia, 
Greece, Portugal, Estonia, Latvia, the Czech 
Republic, the Netherlands, Belgium, Ireland, 
North Macedonia, Luxembourg, Italy, 
Germany, France, Sweden and Denmark.

“The U.S. Treasury halted dollar debt 
payments from Russia’s accounts at U.S. 
banks. Today, Russia was not able to make a 
dollar debt payment for the first time. It is 
headed toward default,” the UCMC said.

The European Union released a fresh set 
of sanctions since February 24 when the 
renewed invasion started.

European Commission President Ursula 
von der Leyen said that Russian coal 
imports will be banned, as will  transac-
tions with four major banks, including 
state-owned VTB, the country’s second-
largest bank.

“Further targeted export bans worth 10 
billion euros [will occur] in areas in which 
Russia is vulnerable: this includes, for exam-
ple, quantum computers and advanced 
semiconductors, but also sensitive machin-
ery and transportation equipment,” she 
said, as cited by Interfax news agency.

(Continued from page 1)
World learns...

As of April 7, the Prosecutor General’s Office of Ukraine says that invading Russian 
forces have killed 167 Ukrainian children.

Prosecutor General’s Office of Ukraine

A situational war map of Ukraine as of April 7.

British Defense Ministry

Three corpses lie on a street in Bucha, a suburb northwest of Kyiv, with their hands 
bound, allegedly executed by invading Russian forces.

Courtesy of Volodymyr Groysman
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Council, including Dmitry Medvedev, a for-
mer president and prime minister. The pen-
alties freeze any assets the individuals 
named hold in the United States, the 
Treasury Department said. They also block 
all transactions that involve any of their 
property by people in the United States. 
Since Russia’s 2014 annexation of Ukraine’s 
Crimea Peninsula, economic sanctions have 
been the preferred tool for punishing 
Russian officials and for trying to force 
changes in Kremlin policies. Since Russia 
invaded Ukraine on February 24, Washing-
ton has imposed financial penalties on more 
than 140 so-called oligarchs – powerful, 
wealthy, politically connected businessmen 
– and their family members, as well as more 
than 400 government officials and lawmak-
ers. (RFE/RL, with reporting by RFE/RL 
Europe Editor Rikard Jozwiak)

G-7 condemns ‘in strongest terms’ ‘atrocities’

The Group of Seven (G-7) leading indus-
trialized countries has condemned “in the 

strongest terms” what it calls the “atroci-
ties” committed by Russia in the town of 
Bucha and other areas of Ukraine. 
“Haunting images of civilian deaths, victims 
of torture and apparent executions, as well 
as reports of sexual violence and destruc-
tion of civilian infrastructure show the true 
face of Russia’s brutal war of aggression 
against Ukraine and its people,” foreign 
affairs ministers from the G-7 said in a joint 
statement on April 7. “The massacres in the 
town of Bucha and other Ukrainian towns 
will be inscribed in the list of atrocities and 
severe violations of international law, 
including international humanitarian law 
and human rights, committed by the 
aggressor on Ukrainian soil,” it added. 
Grisly images emerged this week of dead 
civilians in the streets of Bucha, a town 
northeast of Kyiv that was recaptured from 
Russian invaders. Local officials say more 
than 300 people were killed by Russian 
forces in Bucha alone, and around 50 of 
them were executed. Moscow denies the 
accusations. The G-7, which comprises 
Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the 
United Kingdom and the United States, said 
in the statement that it was ready to further 

assist Ukraine in defending itself from 
Moscow’s unprovoked invasion “including 
with military equipment and financial 
means.” “We underscore that those respon-
sible for these heinous acts and atrocities, 
including any attacks targeting civilians 
and destruction of civilian infrastructure, 
will be held accountable and prosecuted,” 
the statement said. “Together with interna-
tional partners, the G-7 will sustain and 
increase pressure on Russia by imposing 
coordinated additional restrictive mea-
sures to effectively thwart Russian abilities 
to continue the aggression against 
Ukraine,” it added. (RFE/RL)

Pope condemns atrocities in Ukraine

Pope Francis has condemned what he 
described as the “massacre of Bucha,” a 
Ukrainian town where the bodies of dozens 
of civilians were found in mass graves and 
on the streets in what some have called evi-
dence of war crimes committed by Russian 
troops. Holding a battle-stained flag from 
Bucha, Pope Francis said during his weekly 
audience in the Vatican’s auditorium on 
April 6 that “recent news from the war in 
Ukraine, instead of bringing relief and 
hope, brought new atrocities, such as the 
massacre of Bucha.” “[There are] ever more 
horrendous cruelties, also perpetrated 
against defenseless civilians, women and 
children. These are victims whose innocent 
blood cries out to heaven and begs for 
mercy,” the pontiff said while welcoming a 
half-dozen Ukrainian refugee children on 
stage. “These children had to flee in order 
to arrive in a safe land. This is the fruit of 
war. Let’s not forget them and let’s not for-
get the Ukrainian people,” he said, before 
giving each child a gift of a chocolate Easter 
egg. The Ukrainian Army retook control of 
Bucha in early April after Russian forces 
retreated. Videos and eyewitness accounts 
have revealed dozens of corpses, some with 
their hands tied behind their backs, strewn 
about the town on the northwest outskirts 
of Kyiv. Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy has called the killings “war 
crimes” and “genocide.” Western countries 
have ramped up sanctions against Russia, 
which has denied the accusations, in reac-
tion to the deaths. While Pope Francis did 
not name Russia in his speech, he did say 
that the events in Ukraine were showing 
“the impotency of the United Nations.” 
(RFE/RL, based on reporting by AFP, AP 
and Reuters)

Czech parliament calls Holodomor a genocide

The Czech parliament has recognized 
the famine that took place in Ukraine in the 
1930s as genocide. The Ukrainian ambas-
sador to the Czech Republic, Yevhen 
Perebiynis, tweeted that Czech lawmakers 
voted on the decision on April 6 and 
expressed gratitude for the move. “Without 
condemning Stalin’s crimes against 
Ukraine, it is difficult to understand the 
essence of [Russian President Vladimir] 
Putin’s attempts to conquer and destroy 
Ukraine,” Mr. Perebiynis added. The famine, 
known as the Holodomor, took place in 
1932-1933 as Soviet leader Josef Stalin’s 
police forced peasants in Ukraine to join 
collective farms by requisitioning their 
grain and other foodstuffs. It is estimated 
that millions of people died as a result of 
executions, deportation and starvation dur-
ing the Stalin-era campaign. Most 
Ukrainians consider the famine to have 
been an act of genocide aimed at wiping 
out Ukrainians. Along with Ukraine, at least 
16 other countries have officially recog-
nized the Holodomor as genocide. In 
October 2018, the U.S. Senate adopted a 
nonbinding resolution recognizing that 
Stalin and those around him committed 
genocide against the Ukrainians in 1932-
1933. Moscow has long denied any system-
atic effort to target Ukrainians, arguing a 

poor harvest at the time wiped out many in 
other parts of the Soviet Union. (RFE/RL’s 
Ukrainian Service)

U.N.: more than 11 million displaced

The United Nations migration agency 
estimates that more than 11 million people 
have fled their homes in Ukraine since 
Russia’s unprovoked war began on 
February 24. More than 7.1 million had 
been displaced within Ukraine as of April 1, 
the International Organization for 
Migration (IOM) said on April 5 in its first 
full assessment in three weeks. Another 
4.24 million have fled abroad, according to 
the U.N. refugee agency, UNHCR. “People 
continue to flee their homes because of 
war, and the humanitarian needs on the 
ground continue to soar,” IOM chief Antonio 
Vitorino said. Mr. Vitorino said humanitari-
an corridors are “urgently needed” to allow 
the safe evacuation of civilians and ensure 
the safe transportation of much-needed 
humanitarian aid to assist those internally 
displaced. A survey by the IOM found that 
more than 60 percent of displaced house-
holds had children and 57 percent included 
elderly members. About 30 percent had 
people with chronic illnesses. More than 
one-third of displaced households indicat-
ed they had had no income in the past 
month, the survey showed. More than 2.9 
million others are actively considering 
“leaving their place of habitual residence 
due to war,” the IOM said. (RFE/RL)

Ukraine chides Hungary

Ukraine has chided Hungary for its 
stance on Russian energy supplies, saying it 
is “damaging” European Union unity and 
undermining attempts by the West to force 
Russia to end its unprovoked war. “The 
reluctance of the Hungarian leadership to 
acknowledge Russia’s undeniable responsi-
bility for the atrocities of the Russian Army 
in Bucha, Irpin, Hostomel and other settle-
ments means to consciously strengthen 
Russia’s sense of impunity and encourage it 
to commit new atrocities against 
Ukrainians,” Ukrainian Foreign Affairs 
Ministry spokesman Oleh Nikolenko said in 
a statement on April 7. Hungarian Prime 
Minister Viktor Orban has condemned 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, and did not 
veto European Union sanctions against 
Moscow, even though he said he didn’t 
agree with them. But he has also refrained 
from criticizing Russian President Vladimir 
Putin and rejected the idea of curbs on oil 
and gas imports from Russia, saying that 
would wreck Hungary’s economy. That 
stance helped him secure a fourth consecu-
tive term with a landslide election victory 
on April 3 and Budapest announced earlier 
on April 7 that it continues to receive 
Russian nuclear fuel for power plants by air 
since shipping by rail via Ukraine was no 
longer a possibility. Mr. Nikolenko said that, 
with the election now behind it, Budapest 
is moving “on to the next step – to help 
Putin continue his aggression against 
Ukraine.” He said Hungary’s break with the 
European Union on accepting Moscow’s 
demand that gas supplies be made in 
rubles was a sign of how the government 
was undermining sanctions against Russia 
and raising questions as to why Budapest 
was offering to host peace talks. “Against 
this background, proposals to hold peace 
talks between Ukraine and Russia in 
Budapest look cynical. If Hungary really 
wants to help end the war, here’s how to do 
it: stop destroying unity in the EU, support 
new anti-Russian sanctions, provide mili-
tary assistance to Ukraine and [do] not cre-
ate additional sources of funding for 
Russia’s military machine,” Mr. Nikolenko 
said. “It is never too late to get to the right 
side of history,” he said. (RFE/RL’s 
Ukrainian Service)

(Continued from page 2)
NEWSBRIEFS
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solve the Council.” 
Mr. Zelenskyy also accused Russia of 

committing war crimes, and requested that 
a process similar to the Nuremberg Trials 
be established to help determine the extent 
of Russia’s abuse of Ukraine’s citizens, 
whether it was responsible for the destruc-
tion of targets banned by international law, 
and to provide appropriate punishment for 
the perpetrators.

He asked that the world not wait for 
more atrocities to occur, but that it instead 
identify and prosecute Russian war crimes 
immediately. 

The session began with a tense and bitter 
exchange between the Permeant 
Representative of the Russian Federation to 
the U.N. Vasily Nebenzya and Dame Barbara 
Woodward, the chair of the Security Council 
and the Permanent Representative of the 
United Kingdom to the U.N.

Ms. Woodward responded to Russia’s 
complaint that she had broken Security 
Council protocol by rejecting Russia’s two 
requests for a special session.

Russia had made two requests within 12 
hours on April 3 for a special session to be 
held on April 4, prior to a similar request 
made by the representative from Ukraine, 
in order for the Russian government to 
respond to accusations made by Ukraine 
and journalists that Russia had committed 
atrocities in Ukraine.

Ms. Woodward noted that, within proto-
col, the Security Council has 48 hours to 
respond to such requests, and, within that 
timeframe, the council responded with two 
options: that a representative of the 
Russian Federation be allowed to speak on 
April 5, along with the president of Ukraine, 
or that another special session be held later 
that afternoon.

Russia’s requests, she noted, were not 
refused; rather, Russia rejected both 
options offered. 

Prior to Mr. Zelenskyy’s virtual address, 
U.N. Secretary General António Guterres 
and Under Secretaries General Rosemary 
Di Carlo and Milton Griffiths spoke about 
the various consequences of the war, 
including the number of injured, dead, dis-
placed and homeless persons in Ukraine. 
They highlighted the massive destruction 
of civilian infrastructure in Ukraine, 
stressed the need to increase humanitarian 
aid to the war-torn country, and discussed 
potential consequences of the war, such as 
an increase in disease, human trafficking, 
looting and the strain placed on countries 
accepting refugees from Ukraine. 

Other representatives of the U.N. 
Security Council offered statements of sup-
port for Ukraine. They included statements 
from Ireland, Albania, France, Ghana, 
Kenya, Norway, the United States and the 
United Kingdom.

While China called for an end to the war, 
the Chinese ambassador to the U.N. warned 
that superpowers should not use their inter-
national clout to financially penalize other 
countries without regard to the impact such 
sanctions have on other nations. 

Many Security Council representatives 
cautioned that the consequences of 
Russia’s war on Ukraine are not and will 
not be limited to Ukraine.

Potential food and energy shortages and 
disruptions in trade will lead to economic 
and political instability, increased food 
insecurity and an increase overall in pover-
ty, they cautioned.

As a result, they called for immediate 
end to Russia’s war on Ukraine and a full 
withdrawal of troops from Ukrainian terri-
tory.

Linda Thomas-Greenfield, the Permanent 
Representative of the United States to the 
U.N., struck an ominous note in her remarks 

about Ukrainians who have been forcibly 
moved into “filtration camps” within Russia.

Moscow has used such camps since 
World War II, when Soviet soldiers who 
had been German prisoners of war were 
detained upon their return to the Soviet 
Union.

In order to test their loyalty, the soldiers 
were often tortured for information and 
berated for their weakness for being cap-
tured.

The Ukrainian government estimates 
that some 45,000 people have already been 
taken by Russia and are being held in simi-
lar camps, where experts suspect their loy-
alty to Russia is being tested.

Experts also say Russia would test their 
desire to return to Ukraine to spy on 
Moscow’s behalf. In return, Russia would 
offer to release family members held by 
Russian authorities who would attempt to 
break any loyalty to Ukraine through fear, 
intimidation, torture, physical abuse 
including rape.

Mr. Nebenzya, in turn, relentlessly pre-
sented a false narrative, blamed Ukraine for 
atrocities committed by Russian soldiers 
and said Ukraine is “controlled by Nazis.”

He said Russia’s efforts to “de-Nazify” 

Ukraine was being done for the benefit of 
the world.

The atrocities in Ukraine, he claimed, 
were elaborately staged and were organized 
by the government of Ukraine in order to 
make the Russia army look grotesque.

He ignored comments from other 
Security Council members that satellite 
images prove otherwise.

Meanwhile, during a press conference 
on April 4, Mr. Nebenzya twice called 
Russia’s presence in Ukraine a war and not, 
as Russia has continuously maintained, a 
“special operation.”

Nearing the end of the Security Council 
session, Sergiy Kyslytsya, the permanent 
representative of Ukraine to the U.N., 
thanked Mr. Nebenzya for finally stating the 
truth about the war.

Mr. Kyslytsy noted that such an admis-
sion, no doubt, was inadvertent, but he said 
that Ukraine nonetheless thanks Russia for 
the long overdue honesty.

Irene Jarosewich serves as the Main 
Representative from the World Federation of 
Ukrainian Women’s Organizations to the 
United Nations Department of Global 
Communications.

(Continued from page 1)

Zelenskyy...

Mr. Breedlove: I do believe that people 
are getting – the one word is tired. The other 
is incensed. The other would be angry at 
what they’re seeing play out. If you’ve been 
watching the polls in America, it’s up to 
now 62 percent of Americans believe we 
should be doing more in Ukraine.

And that number has been rising because 
of the atrocities that we’re seeing every sin-
gle day, the absolute heinous criminal activi-

ty of Putin and his forces. We’re watching it 
play out on TV every day, and the American 
people are getting tired of it. And I would 
guess that that’s happening in other places 
around the world as well. So, I do believe 
that we are not going to get desensitized; 
we’re just going to get more angry.

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/breedlovenuclear
fearswestdeterred/31791020.html).

(Continued from page 4)

Former NATO...
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Радісних Свят
Воскресіння  Христового

родині, приятелям, знайомим,
головному урядові УНСоюзу,
працівникам, управам округ 

та відділів
щиро бажають

Стефан і Святослава Качараї
з родиною

Слава Україні!                       Героям Слава!

to family and friends,  
members of the UNA General Assembly,

 Branch Secretaries, and all UNA employees.

Yuriy and Nataliya Symczyk
with children Victoria and Diana

Христос Воскрес!

God’s Blessings to all
during this Joyous Easter Season

� e Horbaty Family
Gloria (Paproski) Horbaty, National Advisor,

with husband Donald
children: Roman and Chrystyna

grandchildren: Tristan and Justyna

Wishing our family and friends 

a very 

          Happy Easter! 

Irene Jarosewich 
with husband Oleksandr

Happy Easter

to all our family 
and friends

Luba and 
George 

Walchuk

John, Olya and Marko 
Czerkas

Wishing you a very 

Happy Easter

CHRIST IS RІSEN!   TRULY HE IS RISEN!

Wishing a Happy Easter 
to all our family 

and friends

the Puzyk Family 
- Bohdan, Bohdana 

and Alexander

To all our family and friends,

Happy Easter!

Oksana and George Stanko

Христос Воскрес!
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Wishing you
and all of yours
a very happy 
and blessed
Easter.

Христос Воскрес!
– Andrew and Melania Nynka

Радісних Свят

ВОСКРЕСІННЯ  ХРИСТОВОГО   

бажаю

родині, приятелям,
        членам Головного Уряду,
  як також працівникам

Українського Народного Союзу
та видавництва „Свобода“ 

   і The Ukrainian Weekly.

УЛЯНА ДЯЧУК

Вже 50 років обслуговуємо українську громаду в США.

Веселих Свят
Воскресіння Христового

родині, приятелям
 і знайомим

бажають

д-р Юрій і Христя Демидович
з родиною

Rejoice!
May the Lord’s blessings bring 
you joy and peace this Easter!

the Doll Family – Irene and Ron,
with Lida, Yarema, 
Melasia and Andrij

Christ has Risen! 

Best wishes 
to my family and friends.
May your life be blessed 
with joy and prosperity.

Happy Easter!
Mary J. Kramarenko

 

Наталка та Ігор Ґавдяки
з родиною

Світлих свят Воскресіння  Христового
бажають усім

ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС!
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Greetings 
and 

Best Wishes 
for a 

Blessed Easter

Христос Воскрес!

Yaroslaw and Karen Chelak
Moye Handling Systems, Inc.

39 Rt 206 Box 785
 Somerville, NJ 08876

908/526-5010 • f 908/707-1686
www.hoistdepot.com

Щирі Вітання
з нагоди свят

Воскресіння Христового 
родині, приятелям і пацієнтам 

засилають

д-р Петро Ленчур
і 

д-р Рута Чолган-Ленчур
з родиною

ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС!

215-941-8620;    ztc@earthlink.net

Christ is Rіsen!   Truly He is Risen!

Wishing a Happy Easter
to all our 

family, friends and clients.

Wishing our family and friends 
a blessed Easter. May the promise 

of this day � ll you 
with faith, joy and love.

Happy Easter!

Romanna and Michael Frye
Williamsburg, VA
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The Executive Committee 
of the Ukrainian National Association

and the UNA’s newspapers, 
Svoboda and The Ukrainian Weekly 

extend best wishes for a Happy Easter to the leaders of Ukrainian Churches; 
Ukrainian organizations; the UNA General Assembly; District Committees; 

Branches and members; readers of the UNA publications,
as well as Ukrainian communities in the diaspora and Ukraine.

Christ is Risen!  Indeed He is Risen!
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Mr. Kuleba also said Ukraine will keep 
up demands on the West for an oil and gas 
embargo on Russia.

“We will continue to insist on a full oil 
and gas embargo,” he told reporters ahead 
of a meeting with NATO foreign affairs 
ministers.

German Foreign Affairs Minister 
Annalena Baerbock said NATO was dis-
cussing how to increase its help to 
Ukraine with “different military weapons.”

“We are looking closely with our part-
ners how we can support Ukraine in the 
future, more intensively and more coordi-
nated because they have a right of self-
defense and we will support this right of 
self-defense together with different part-
ners,” she said at the NATO meeting.

In his nightly address, Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy warned 
that the Russian military was building up 
its forces for a new offensive in the east, 
where the Kremlin has said its goal is to 
“liberate” the Donbas, Ukraine’s industrial 
heartland. Ukraine, too, was preparing for 
battle, he said.

“We will fight and we will not retreat,” 
he said. “We will seek all possible options 
to defend ourselves until Russia begins to 
seriously seek peace. This is our land. 
This is our future. And we won’t give 
them up.”

Russia’s six-week-long invasion has so 
far forced over 4 million people in Ukraine 
to flee abroad. It has also killed or injured 
thousands, left a quarter of the population 
homeless, turned cities into rubble and 
prompted a raft of Western restrictions on 
Russian elites and the economy.

Further international outrage was 
sparked earlier this week after grisly 
images emerged of dead civilians in the 
streets of Bucha, a town northwest of Kyiv 
recaptured from Russian invaders.

Local officials say more than 300 peo-
ple were killed by Russian forces in Bucha 
alone, and around 50 of them were execut-
ed. Moscow denies the accusations.

French Foreign Affairs Minister Jean-
Yves Le Drian said he has summoned 
Russia’s ambassador to Paris over an 
“obscene” tweet that tried to portray the 
massacre in Bucha as fake.

“Faced with the obscene and provoca-
tive communication from the Russian 
Embassy in France on the Bucha atroci-
ties, I have decided to summon the 
Russian ambassador,” France’s top diplo-
mat said in a tweet on April 7.

Meanwhile, Ukrainian authorities urged 
people living in the Donbas to evacuate 
immediately.

“Later, people will come under fire,” 

Deputy Prime Minister Iryna Vereshchuk 
said, “and we won’t be able to do anything 
to help them.”

A U.S. defense official speaking on con-
dition of anonymity said Russia had com-
pleted pulling out all of its estimated 
24,000 or more troops from the Kyiv and 
Chernihiv areas in the north, sending 
them into Belarus or Russia to resupply 
and reorganize, probably to return to fight 
in the east.

But a Western official, also speaking on 
condition of anonymity to discuss intelli-
gence estimates, said it will take Russia’s 
battle-damaged forces as much as a month 
to regroup for a major push on eastern 
Ukraine.

The United Nations General Assembly 
was expected to vote on April 7 on sus-
pending Russia from the U.N. Human 
Rights Council.

The United States and its Western allies 
have moved to impose new sanctions 
against the Kremlin over killings they 
labeled as war crimes.

In reaction to the alleged atrocities out-
side Kyiv, the United States announced on 
April 6 sanctions against Putin’s two adult 
daughters and said it was toughening pen-
alties against Russian banks.

Britain banned investment in Russia 
and pledged to end its dependence on 
Russian coal and oil by the end of the year.

The U.S. Senate planned to take up leg-
islation on April 7 to end normal trade 
relations with Russia and to codify 
President Joe Biden’s executive action 
banning imports of Russian oil. The trade 
suspension would allow Mr. Biden to enact 
higher tariffs on certain Russian imports.

The United States and the United 
Kingdom boycotted an informal meeting 
on April 6 of the U.N. Security Council 
called by Russia to press its baseless 
claims that the United States has biologi-
cal-warfare laboratories in Ukraine.

But the head of Ukraine’s presidential 
office, Andriy Yermak, said on April 6 that 
its allies must go further.

“Sanctions against Russia must be ruin-
ous enough for us to end this terrible war,” 
he said.

“My goal is to impose an embargo on 
the supply to Russia of technology, equip-
ment, minerals and ores (and) rare earth 
dual-use minerals and thus stop the pro-
duction of weapons in Russia,” Mr. Yermak 
said.

(With reporting by AFP, Reuters, AP 
and dpa)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukrainenato
weaponssanctions/31789899.html).

(Continued from page 1)

Ukraine presses...
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З нагоди

СВІТЛОГО ПРАЗНИКА
ВОСКРЕСІННЯ ХРИСТОВОГО

щиро вітаємо

СВОЇХ ЧЛЕНІВ, УКРАЇНСЬКУ ГРОМАДУ, а зокрема
НАЧАЛЬНОГО ПЛАСТУНА, ПЛАСТОВІ ПРОВОДИ,

УПРАВУ ПЛАСТ-ПРИЯТУ, ВСІХ ФУНДАТОРІВ,
ДОБРОДІЇВ та ЖЕРТВОДАВЦІВ

ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС!
ВОІСТИНУ ВОСКРЕС!

ДИРЕКЦІЯ ПЛАСТОВОЇ
ФУНДАЦІЇ В НЮ-ЙОРКУ

On the joyous celebration of
Christ’s Resurrection,

we send best wishes to all of our 
members and active athletes.

� e Executive Board 
of the UAEA Chornomorska Sitch

Christ is Risen!

СТАНИЧНА СТАРШИНА
ПЛАСТОВОЇ СТАНИЦІ
В НЬЮ-ЙОРКУ

бажає

УКРАЇНСЬКІЙ ГРОМАДІ, ПЛАСТОВІЙ ФУНДАЦІЇ,
СВОЇМ ЖЕРТВОДАВЦЯМ ТА УСІМ ПЛАСТУНАМ 
І ПРИЯТЕЛЯМ ПЛАСТУ

РАДІСНОГО СВЯТА
ВОСКРЕСІННЯ ХРИСТОВОГО

www.plastnyc.org

Разом Переможемо!

ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС!

Iskra Ukrainian Dance Ensemble and Academy
wishes a 

Blessed Easter 
to its students and their families, supporters 

and the Ukrainian community.

Greetings from KLK 
to all our members, family and friends!

May your Easter be � lled with love and peace 
that comes from His Resurrection

CHRIST IS RISEN!    INDEED HE HAS RISEN!

Greetings and best wishes 
for a healthy and blessed Easter 
from the o�  cers and governors 

of the 
Ukrainian American

Bar Association

Вітання та найкращі побажання 
благословенного Великодня
 засилає управа
Асоціації Українських 
Правників Америки

www.uaba.org

та бажає

українцям у цей нелегкий час боротьби за свободу проти 
російських окупантів вибороти перемогу силою духу та зброї.

Ми віримо, що
І на оновленій землі
Врага не буде, супостата,
А буде син, і буде мати
І будуть люде на землі.

НТШ-А щиро вдячне громаді за підтримку наших
видавничих та інших наукових проєктів 
на терені Америки й України.

Христос Воскрес!

НАУКОВЕ ТОВАРИСТВО ім. ШЕВЧЕНКА в АМЕРИЦІ
        вітає зі святом

ХРИСТОВОГО ВОСКРЕСІННЯ
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Michigan
Ukrainian Selfreliance Michigan
Federal Credit Union
26791 Ryan Road
Warren, MI 48091
T: 877. POLTAVA
Branch o�  ces:
Hamtramck, MI
www.usmfcu.org

New Jersey
Nova UA Federal Credit Union
851 Allwood Road
Cli� on, NJ 07012
T: 1-844-7NOVAFCU
Branch o�  ce:
Botany Village; Cli� on, NJ
www.novafcu.com

New York
Self Reliance (NY)
Federal Credit Union
108 Second Avenue
New York, NY 10003
T: 888.SELFREL
Branch o�  ces:
Kerhonkson, NY; Uniondale, NY;
Astoria, NY; Lindenhurst, NY
www.selfrelianceny.org

Pennsylvania – New Jersey
Ukrainian Selfreliance
Federal Credit Union
221 W Street Rd,
Feasterville, PA 19053
T: 888.POLTAVA
Branch o�  ces:
Jenkintown, PA;
Philadelphia, PA; Trenton, NJ
www.ukrfcu.com

Pennsylvania
Ukrainian Selfreliance
of Western Pennsylvania
Federal Credit Unon
95 South Seventh Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15203
T: 412.481.1865
www.samopomich.com

Connecticut-Massachusetts
Ukrainian Selfreliance New England
Federal Credit Union
21 Silas Deane Highway
Wethers� eld, CT 06109
T: 800.405.4714
Branch o�  ces:
West� eld, MA; New Britain, CT
www.usnefcu.com

Illinois – New Jersey – Michigan
Selfreliance Federal Credit Union
2332 West Chicago Ave.
Chicago, IL 60622
T: 888.222.UKR1
Branch o�  ces:
Newark, NJ; Jersey City, NJ;
Whippany, NJ; 
Warren, MI; Hamtramck, MI; 
West Bloom� eld, MI
Palatine, IL; Bloomingdale, IL;
Chicago, IL
www.selfreliance.com

Maryland
Self Reliance Baltimore
Federal Credit Union
2345 Eastern Avenue
Baltimore, MD 21224
T: 410.327.9841
 www.srbfcu.org

New York – New Jersey
Ukrainian National
Federal Credit Union
215 Second Avenue
New York, NY 10003
T: 866.859.5848
Branch o�  ces:
South Bound Brook, NJ
Brooklyn, NY; Perth Amboy, NJ
www.ukrnatfcu.org

Ohio
Cleveland Selfreliance
Federal Credit Union
6108 State Road
Parma, OH 44134
T: 440.884.9111
Branch o�  ces:
North Canton, OH; Lorain, OH
www.clevelandselfreliance.com 

UKRAINIAN AMERICAN CREDIT UNION ASSOCIATION
ЦЕНТРАЛЯ УКРАЇНСЬКИХ КООПЕРАТИВ АМЕРИКИ (ЦУКА)

New York – Connecticut
SUMA (Yonkers)
Federal Credit Union
125 Corporate Blvd.
Yonkers, NY 10701
T: 888.644.SUMA
Branch o�  ces:
Spring Valley, NY; Stamford, CT;
New Haven, CT
www.sumafcu.org

New York – North Carolina 
– California – Massachusetts – 
Ohio – Oregon – Washington
Ukrainian Federal Credit Union
824 Ridge Road East
Rochester, NY 14621
T: 877.968.7828
Branch o�  ces:
Bu� alo, NY; Amherst, NY; 
Syracuse, NY; Webster, NY; 
Matthews, NC ;  Boston, MA; 
Cleveland, OH; Portland, OR; 
Rancho Cordova, CA; 
Sacramento, CA; Seattle, WA; 
Vancouver, WA
www.ukrainianfcu.org

Christ is Risen!           He Truly has Risen!
Wishing a Blessed Easter to the leadership, employees and all the members of Ukrainian credit 
unions. May the risen Christ � ll your heart with joy, bring you hope and bless you with peace.

Orphans’ Aid Society
Easter is a time to rejoice!

But this easter it is di�  cult to even imagine rejoicing. � e war on 
ukraine is beyond our comprehesion.  It is as if the world made 
a u-turn to the 1930’s.During this Easter we can only hope and 

pray that ukraine prevails.

Our thoughts and prayers are with the people in ukraine, the 
ukrainian army, the sel� ess volunteers, our loved ones.

We also pray for our orphans, caretakers, and sta� .
 

BLESSED EASTER

CHRIST IS RISEN!               HE TRULY HAS RISEN!

 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Orphans’ Aid Society

136 Second Ave., Suite 504, New York, NY 10003
www.oasukraine.org  •  oasnyo@gmail.com

516-250-7805

     Glory to Ukraine!   Glory to Heroes!
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Ukrainian American Coordinating Council
142 Second Avenue, New York, NY 10003

Ukrainian American
 Coordinating Council

wishes

all Ukrainian people in Ukraine 
and the diaspora, 

all our members and supporters
a very Happy Easter.

Христос Воскрес!

 
З нагоди 

Христового Воскресіння 
Екзекутива та Рада Директорів

Злученого Українського Американського 
Допомогового Комітету

шле щирий привіт і святочні побажання Ієрархам 
і духовенству Українських Церков, нашим добродіям 

і жертводавцям, членам ЗУАДК-у і всім нашим 
братам і сестрам по цілому світі.

 Нехай Всемогучий Господь обдарує всіх щедрими ласками.

Христос Воскрес!    Воістину Воскрес!

Екзекутива ЗУАДК-у

United Ukrainian American Relief Committee, Inc.
1206 Cottman Ave,  Philadelphia, PA 19111
Tel. 215-728-1630  •  Fax. 215-728-1631

e-mail: uuarc@verizon.net  •  web site: www.uuarc.org
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 Христос Воскрес!

Happy Easter

Dr. Roksolana and John Leshchuk

with family

May your life be blessed 
with peace and prosperity.

to our family, friends,
and all our brothers and sisters 

in Ukraine.

З нагоди Свята Воскресіння,
Пластова Станиця у Бостоні, MA

вітає
всю Українську громаду Бостону 
і пластову родину нашої станиці.

Христос Воскрес! 
Воістину Воскрес!

Станична Старшина 
Пластової Станиці Бостон

Знайдіть нас на Facebook – Plast Boston
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Ukrainian American 
Cultural Center of New Jersey

60 North Je� erson Road, Whippany, NJ 07981

wishes

Happy Easter
to all its members, guests, patrons 

and the entire Ukrainian community.

Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen!

б а ж а є

EAST VILLAGE MEAT MARKET, INC.

139 SECOND AVENUE (bet. 8 & 9 Streets)
NEW YORK CITY 

Tel.: (212) 228-5590

Щирі побажання

ВЕСЕЛИХ І ЩАСЛИВИХ СВЯТ

ВОСКРЕСІННЯ ХРИСТОВОГО

ЩИРОСЕРДЕЧНІ ПОБАЖАННЯ

РА ДІСНИХ СВЯТ
ХРИС ТОВОГО ВО СКРЕСІННЯ

для української громади
засилає

DNIPRO LLC
Тел.: 908 241-2190       888 336-4776

140 2nd Ave,
 New York, NY 10003

Tel.: (212) 529-6287

The Ukrainian national Home 
wishes all its patrons

   a very
    Happy easter

Wishing 

a Happy Easter

to all our family, 

friends and clients

Roman Tabatchouk 
and family

ROMAN TABATCHOUK, ESQ.
Licensed in NJ & NY

2200 Route 10, Suite 104 
Parsippany, NJ 07054 

www.tabalaw.com

P: 973-854-0917
F: 888-392-5704

e: roman@tabalaw.com

133 US-46, Independence Township, NJ 07840
Zabavanj@gmail.com    •   908 979-8998

Happy Easter 
to all our family, 

friends and clients.

Христос Воскрес!

Authentic Ukrainian Cuisine. Banquet Hall and Catering for all occasions!
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21 Silas Deane Highway, Wethersfield, CT 06109
Tel.: 800-405-4714 • 860-296-4714 • Fax: 860-296-3499

New Britain, CT Branch
270 Broad Street, New Britain, CT 06053
Tel.: 860-801-6095, Fax: 860-801-6120

Westfield, MA 01085
103 North Elm Street, Westfi eld, MA 01085

Tel.: 413-568-4948, Fax: 413-568-4747

 Вже дзвони весняні у серці лунають
 До свят Великодніх приготовляють.
 Бажаєм безгрішно і радісно жити,
 Людей поважати і Богу служити.

А потім по святах про себе подбайте:
Ідіть в Кредитівку та гроші вкладайте.
Пенсійний рахунок Вам всім допоможе
В достатку прожити – любий із Вас може.

ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС!
Запрошуємо Вас і Вашу родину, що мешкають

в околицях Ню-Інґланд, завітати до нашої Кредитівки.
Дозвольте нам полагодити Ваші фінансові справи.

the footage from the scene was staged. 
Prominent Russian propagandist Vladimir 
Solovyev called the war crimes charges 
leveled at Moscow a provocation conduct-
ed by the United Kingdom, with the goal of 
“the complete destruction of Russia.” From 
this he concluded that it was time to “stop 
playing with the Nazis” in negotiations and 
“not interfere with the [Russian] army 
operating in all directions” (YouTube, April 
3).

Against this background,  some 
Ukrainian military experts have suggested 
that the risk of Russia employing nuclear 
or chemical weapons against Ukraine is 
growing. They noted that the Russian 
authorities are preparing the population 
for such a scenario and suggested that 
Moscow does not believe it will be held 
accountable for its actions (Defence-ua.
com, April 2). The experts’ conclusion 
should be seen in tandem with examples of 
the extreme dehumanization of Ukrainians 
in the Russian media (RT, March 26) and 
Russia’s increasingly aggressive war pro-

paganda, which render a peaceful resolu-
tion to the conflict unlikely.

Meanwhile, sociologists report record 
growth of popular support for President 
Vladimir Putin (Levada.ru, March 30), and 
insiders write that Western sanctions have 
rallied the Russian elites around their 
president (Faridaily, March 31). Regardless 
of the accuracy of such evaluations, they 
may create in Putin’s mind the illusion that 
the population and the elite will approve of 
anything he does. At the same time, to 
maintain the spirit of mobilization, the 
Kremlin needs military victories that it 
cannot achieve by conventional means.

Ukrainian military specialist Anton 
Mikhnenko noted, in an interview with this 
author on April 2, that Putin has no politi-
cal reason to deliver a nuclear strike, since, 
in such an event, he would lose even the 
support of China and other non-European 
countries. However, in a military sense, the 
Russian elites may consider such an out-
come quite conceivable, given that the psy-
chological barrier against the use of tacti-
cal nuclear weapons, unlike strategic ones, 
has already been removed.

“One of the signs indicating that they 
have decided to launch a nuclear strike 

could be the deployment of radiological, 
chemical and biological protection units to 
the territory of Ukraine, which would 
ensure the subsequent disinfection of the 
contaminated territory before the Russian 
troops go on the offensive,” the Ukrainian 
analyst believes. However, Mr. Mikhnenko 
admitted that such an offensive may not 
happen if Putin does not plan to seize the 
entire territory of the country but only 
hopes to break the resistance of the 
Ukrainians so that they abandon the 
regions already captured by Russia 
(Author’s interview, April 2).

Another Ukrainian expert, Valery 
Ryabykh, the director of the information 
and consulting firm Defense Express, sug-
gested that, presently, the likelihood of 
such a strike is low-to-medium, but could 
increase if the West does not demonstrate 
a readiness to take adequate action in 
response (Forum Daily, March 31). 
Belarusian analyst Yuriy Tsarik warns of a 
similar scenario, noting that such a demon-
strative strike might even be carried out on 
Belarusian territory (Gazetaby.com, March 
4).

At the same time, however, Russian 
opposition politician, former political pris-

oner and former head of the oil company 
Yukos, Mikhail Khodorkovsky, suggested 
that the risk of a tactical nuclear strike in 
Ukrainian territory is diminishing because 
there are problems between Putin and his 
army. “Putin must understand that if he 
orders someone to press the red button 
and the military does not carry out his 
order, they would have to kill him in order 
not to be labeled traitors,” Mr. Khodor-
kovsky reasoned. According to him, U.S. 
President Joseph Biden’s declaration that, 
in the event of the use of chemical or 
nuclear weapons, Putin would receive an 
“adequate response” may also dampen the 
resolve of the Russian president, since it 
creates additional uncertainty for him. On 
the contrary, statements by some 
European leaders that they “will not go to 
war under any circumstances” could boost 
Putin’s sense of impunity (author’s inter-
view, April 2). Coordinated signaling by the 
Western alliance will be pivotal in the com-
ing days and weeks.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)

Ukrainian experts...

building of Ukraine’s port city of Mykolaiv, 
which was devastated by a Russian missile 
that struck and demolished most of the 
structure killing and wounding dozens of 
people on the morning of March 29.

Tetyana’s husband, Stanislav, was one of 
some 200 people in the building when it 
was hit and on March 29, as corpses con-
tinued to be pulled from under the rubble, 
she was still hoping that he had somehow 
survived.

As observers on the scene looked at the 
building, Russian shells could be heard 
exploding close by. A rocket then flew 
overhead.

People ran to a basement doubling as a 
shelter near the remains of the ruined 
building. As they waited for sirens to 
sound the all-clear, the three women told 
this correspondent their story.

Broken glass from the government 
building and windows in other buildings 
that had shattered and spread the debris 
for a hundred yards crunched as people 
dashed to the entrance of the shelter.

By March 31, 28 dead bodies had been 
pulled from the rubble and more than 30 
people were in the hospital, some with 
serious injuries, from the missile strike.

Tetyana, 52, said her husband was in 
charge of maintenance and security at the 
10-story building which had housed the 
regional administration and the office of 
the Mykolaiv regional governor, the char-
ismatic Vitaliy Kim.

While Mr. Kim admitted that his life had 
probably been saved because he was late 
for work that morning, Mr. Khayitov had 
gone to work early and was in the building 
when it was hit shortly before 9 a.m. local 
time.

“We live not very far away from here 
and we heard a terrific explosion that 
blew open the doors in our apartment,” 
Tetyana said.

“I immediately called my husband. The 
phone rang but there was no answer. I and 

my daughter ran here and we saw that the 
part of the building on the ground floor 
with Stanislav’s office was completely 
under rubble,” she said.

Soon after they arrived, they were joined 
by Mr. Khayitov’s sister, Irena. The three 
women have spent most of the days – limit-
ed by a curfew that runs from 8 p.m. to 6 
a.m. – watching as rescue services carefully 
remove the rubble and search for victims.

“They have only pulled out dead people, 
and we’ve been told there is very little 
chance that Stanislav could have survived. 
But they say that some of the floor that his 
office was on has collapsed into the base-
ment below. I’m hoping that Stanislav is in 
a cavity under the rubble and is still alive,” 
Tetyana said.

Valeria, who is 15 years old and still in 
school, folded an arm around her mother.

“We’ve been told there isn’t much 
chance that my father is alive. But we pray 
and we hope. We will keep returning here 
until we find out,” Valeria said.

Stanislav’s sister said that he and his fel-
low workers knew that the building was a 
target. The administration headquarters in 
the eastern city of Kharkiv, another city that 
has been relentlessly bombarded by the 
besieging Russian army, was destroyed by 
a rocket strike in the first days of the war.

“He couldn’t stay away because he was 
the person that made that building func-
tion. He was in charge of the power sys-
tems, communications, heating, the secu-
rity cameras around it and everything 
else. He knew the risk but he never con-
templated staying away,” Irena, 33, said.

“We have watched only dead people 
being pulled out of the rubble, although 
everyone hopes a live person will be res-
cued. I hope my brother is one of them,” 
she said.

The army press officer escorting journal-
ists to the ruined building, First Lt. Dmytriy 
Pletenchuk, spoke about the dangers officer 
workers faced going into the building.

“Everyone who worked in that building 
knew the risks they were running. After 
the missile struck, I spoke to some of the 
survivors and they said they continued to 

(Continued from page 1)

Family prays... come to their offices because they wanted 
to do their part to keep the city running 
despite the daily attacks by the Russians. 
In that sense they are all heroes,” the lieu-
tenant said.

Mr. Pletenchuk later told a journalist 
that the Russian artillery and rocket 
strikes had not caused any casualties.

Mr. Kim had become a target for the 
Russians because the inspiring videos he 
posts regularly that report what is happen-
ing in his defiant city had made him a well-
known figure not only in Ukraine but 
beyond. Because they frequently mock 

Russian leader Vladimir Putin and his army, 
they are known to infuriate the Kremlin.

“The morning of the attack was also the 
start of possible ceasefire talks between 
Ukraine and Russia that were held that 
day in Turkey,” Mr. Pletenchuk said. “The 
Russians have made a habit of attacking 
civilian targets just before such talks 
because they seem to think it will frighten 
people into putting pressure on our lead-
ers to surrender or make concessions. It 
has the opposite effect and it only makes 
people more determined to destroy the 
Russians and drive them out.”

  Want to keep up to date on developments in Ukraine?

The Ukrainian Weekly 
on Facebook  

to read the latest!LIKE 
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SUMA (YONKERS) FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
125 Corporate Blvd, Yonkers, NY 10701

1-800-644-SUMA • 914-220-4900
memberservice@sumafcu.org

З нагоди світлого празника 
Христового Воскресіння 

вітаємо всіх своїх членів,
 приятелів в діяспорі та Україні. 

У цей світлий день, коли цілий світ радіє, згадаймо
 про тисячі українських  матерів, які переживають 

“Українську Голгофу” з маленькими діточками, 
які не можуть поділитись свяченим яєчком 

із батьками, які захищають рідну землю. Гарно 
всі святкуймо з молитвами і вірою у перемогу!

Бажаємо всім доброго здоров’я, злагоди, миру 
на землі та лагідного неба над головою, 

a Українським збройним силам швидкої перемоги
 над аґресором і живими повернутись додому.

Христoс Воскрес!  
Воістину Воскрес! 
Воскресає Україна!

Дирекція, члени комісій і працівники 
Кредитної спілки СУМА
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Wishing 

a Happy Easter
to all our family, friends 

and clients

KULINSKI MEMORIALS • 809 South Main Street • Manville, NJ 08835
Tel. 800-458-5467  •  908-722-3130  •  Fax 908-253-0027 • KulinskiMemorials@msn.com  •  KulinskiMemorials.com

Х Р И С Т О С  В О С К Р Е С !

ВЕСЕЛИХ СВЯТ
ВОСКРЕСІННЯ ХРИСТОВОГО

–  б а ж а є – 

Українській громаді

UNION FUNERAL HOME
Lytwyn & Grillo

УКРАЇНСЬКЕ ПОХОРОННЕ ЗАВЕДЕННЯ

1600 Stuyvesant Ave. (corner Stanley Terr.), Union, NJ 07083

908-964-4222

Щиросердечні побажання

Радісних Свят 
Воскресіння Христового

клієнтам та українській громаді
 з а с и л а є

Va r s h a v s k y  M o n u m e n t s

1152 Route 10 West, Suite N, Randolph, NJ 07869
862-219-5344

varshavskymonuments@gmail.com

Russian military buildup on Ukraine’s 
borders grew, Russians were not clamor-
ing for war, “but they were morally pre-
pared for it.”

Mr. Volkov also drew a parallel to 2014, 
when Putin’s support soared in the wake of 
the Kremlin’s decision to seize Ukraine’s 
Crimean Peninsula, but he also noted that 
support for Putin was not universal.

“I think it is important to bear in mind 
that there is not monolithic support, like 
with this military operation, like with 
Putin,” Mr. Volkov said. “About half sup-
port, half of Russians support him more 
or less unconditionally, and about one-
third, they have some doubts, like some-
times respondents say: ‘I don’t like what 
is happening, but you should be patriotic 

in such situations.’”
The London researchers also argued 

that the chances of regime change are more 
dependent on domestic public opinion than 
on external pressure. And they noted that 
not all Russians who oppose the war 
oppose Putin.

“[B]eing against the war is not the 
same as being against Putin, whose high 
levels of support might well be real,” they 
said. “What is more, the fact that a large 
number of Russians support the invasion 
even when given the option to reveal 
their true private preferences is extreme-
ly concerning.”

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/russiasupport
ukrainewarpollsputin/31791423.html).

(Continued from page 3)

Polls show...

C S F C U

ФЕДЕРАЛЬНА КРЕДИТОВА 
КООПЕРАТИВА „САМОПОМІЧ“

у Клівленді, Огайо 
з нагоди

СВІТЛОГО ХРИСТОВОГО ВОСКРЕСІННЯ
в і т а є

Український народ у вільній Україні, Ієрархів і Духовенство Українських 
Церков, Проводи українських організацій в Україні та в діяспорі, 

Українську світову Кооперативну Раду та Централю Українських 
Кооператив Америки, всіх своїх членів та все українське громадянство.

ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС!
Дирекція, Комітети 

й Працівники
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Dr. Vadim Michael Schaldenko
age 77, a resident of Dracut, MA, passed away at his home on 

Sunday, March 27, 2022. He was was the son of the late Michael 
and Tamara (Kashina) Schaldenko, born in Salzburg, Austria in a 
displaced persons camp on November 20,1944.

His parents were from Ukraine. At the age 
of 6 he emigrated with his parents via boat to 
the United States, settling in Newark, NJ.  He 
graduated from Seton Hall Preparatory School in 
West Orange, NJ and furthered his education at 
Seton Hall College, where he majored in biology. 
Vadim attended medical school at Hahnemann 
College & Hospital in Philadelphia and completed 
his medical and surgical residency there as well. 
His college and medical school career was based 
on full academic and athletic scholarships which, as his diary points out, 
were achieved with hard work but at an emotional and physical cost. 
Vadim’s love for running proved to be his true passion. He was the New 
Jersey State Champ in the half-mile relay, individual 1000 yard run, and 
Champion in the Penn Relay 1 mile in 1962 and 1963.

In 1977 he established a general surgical practice in Dracut, MA and 
was affi  liated with St. Joseph’s Hospital, Saints Memorial Hospital, and 
Lowell General Hospital before retiring in 2015. Vadim loved reading, 
sailing, woodworking, photography, art history, fl ying small airplanes, 
collecting hats, and watching the birds eat the fruit from his plum-cherry 
tree. Fiercely proud of his Ukrainian heritage, he collected Ukrainian 
cultural items including books and art. In 2010 he proudly edited a 
resource book in English, Ukrainian Contributions to the World.

Vadim is survived by 5 children, including Tanya Flagg of Dunbarton, 
NH, Denise Hendershot of Bow, NH, and Lucia Schaldenko of Oceanside, 
CA; his 8 grandchildren, including Chase Flagg, Vita Flagg, Luciana 
Hendershot, and Roselle Hendershot; he also leaves behind his close 
friend Michael Hotz, a fellow brother-in-arms Cossack.  

Visiting hours were held on Saturday, April 2nd,  from 1pm to 3pm 
at the DRACUT FUNERAL HOME, 2159 Lakeview Avenue, DRACUT. 
Interment was private. In lieu of fl owers, donations can be made to The 
Ukrainian Research Institute at Harvard University, https://huri.harvard.
edu/about OR to a local women’s shelter.

Funeral Directors Paul A. Hardy, Jr. & Jennifer Hardy.  For directions and 
online guestbook, visit DracutFuneralHome.com and fi nd us on Facebook.

Serge Sacharuk 
died peacefully at his home at Rivermead in 

Peterborough, New Hampshire on March 12, 2022. Since 
1960, before moving to Peterborough in 2019, he was a 
long-time resident of Wenham, Massachusetts where he 

raised his family with his wife, Eva. Serge leaves his children and 
their spouses: Peter and Diana Sacharuk of Portland, ME, Nina 
and Blake Anderson of Dublin, NH, and Greg and Lisa Sacharuk of 
Hendersonville, TN; and grandchildren: Alexandra, Frazer, Nicholas, 
Katherine, Anastasia, and Christopher.

Serge was a chemical engineer for all of his professional life and 
worked for various plastic manufacturers in New England until he 
retired in 1990.  He was an active member of his church, St. John the 
Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Church in Salem, an avid tennis player at 
Bass River Tennis Club for over 50 years, loved skiing, refi nishing “olden 
things”, and fi shing in Rangeley, Maine. Above all, he loved his children, 
grandchildren and his wife, Eva,  who predeceased him by 9 months.

Serge was born in Vladimir, Ukraine in 1928. During World War II, 
he was 16 years old when he left Ukraine on his own.  He eventually 
found a haven after the war in a United Nations displaced persons 
camp outside of Salzburg, Austria. While there, he earned his 
high school diploma and met his future wife, Eva. One week after 
emigrating to the United States, he began digging ditches for the 
New York Telephone Company.  Six months later he was drafted into 
the U.S. Army and proudly served his new country in the Korean 
War.  After his service in the army, he attended the University 
of Delaware, graduating with a BS in Chemical Engineering and 
lettering in Soccer for Delaware’s Blue Hens. 

A memorial service will be held at St. John the Baptist Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in Salem, Massachusetts, at 124 Bridge Street  
https://www.saintjohnsukr.com/ on Friday May, 20th at 10:30am 
followed by a burial in Wenham Cemetery with a reception to follow.  

Memorial donations in memory of Serge Sacharuk may be made 
to The Ukrainian Relief fund at the American Red Cross.

Please visit www.jellisonfuneralhome.com to share a memory, 
leave a message of condolence for the family, and for the updates 
on the funeral service. 

Natalia is predeceased by her
 beloved husband of 53 years Eugene B. Zmyj,
 blessed parents The Very Rev. Thomas and Sophia Barylak,
 brother Dr. Edward Barylak,
 sister and brother-in-law Irene Barylak Cehelyk 

      and Dr. Bohdan Cehelyk,
 niece Andrea Barylak Lyons

In deep sorrow remain:
daughters:   Diana (Danusia) Zmyj Mandicz
   Lydia Zmyj
grandsons:   Alexander Mandicz
   Thomas (Toma) Mandicz
brother:   Maj. (Ret. US Army) Bohdan Barylak and wife Carol
sister-in-law: Chrystina Zabrocky Barylak
nephews and nieces:
   Mark Cehelyk
   Gregory Lyons, children Molly and Jack
   Alexander Barylak and wife Saskia, children 

        Avery and Brock
   Robert Barylak and wife Jill, children Hollis 

        and Benjamin
   Toma Barylak
    Tanya Barylak Wirht and husband Blake, son Burton
family:  Pyrih, Kalagher, Dubitsky, Strysky, Kowal, and 

        Zabrocky
extended family in US, Canada and Ukraine

Funeral services were held on April 1, 2022, at St. Michael the Archangel 
Ukrainian Catholic Church, Hillsborough, NJ, followed by Interment at 
St. Andrews Ukrainian Cemetery, South Bound Brook, NJ.
The family wishes to thank Fr. Orest Kunderevych and Fr. Roman 
Dubitsky for the lovely services.
In lieu of flowers, the family suggests support for Ukraine by Plast USA. 
Website: aid.plastusa.org, 
or mail your check payable to Plast Conference Inc. 
with Memo as ‘in memory of N. Zmyj’ to
Plast Conference Inc., PO Box 491, Princeton Junction, NJ 08550

Natalia will live in our hearts forever and always!

Вічна Їй пам’ять!     Eternal Memory!

With great sorrow we announce that our beautiful 
Mother, Grandmother, Sister, Sister-in-law, Aunt and Grandaunt

NATALIA MARIA ZMYJ
née Barylak

passed into eternity on March 26, 2022 at the age of 85.
Natalia was born in Lypytsia, Ukraine on October 21, 1936.

rate inquiry under Canada’s Crimes Against 
Humanity and War Crimes Act. 

Ukraine has launched its own war-
crimes investigation following the discov-
ery of a mass grave containing 421 bodies 
of civilians in the town of Bucha, 25 miles 
northwest of Kyiv, on April 3.

At the Ottawa news conference two days 
before, Ms. Ionova said that Ukraine does 
not “want to be the next Aleppo,” referenc-
ing the Syrian city in which Russia conduct-
ed a brutal military operation in 2016.

Ms. Zaburanna said that she expected 
that Ms. Freeland, who also serves as 
Canada’s finance minister, “will increase 
financial assistance to Ukraine” when she 
unveils Canada’s federal budget on April 7.

During their meeting with Mr. Trudeau 
and Ms. Freeland, the Ukrainian members 
of parliament pressed the need for Russia 
to be “isolated” and “expelled” from the 
G-20, said Ms. Klympush-Tsintsadze.

“We are happy that the prime minster 
and the Canadian government feels the 
same way,” she said, adding that Russia also 

needs to lose its seat on the United Nations 
Security Council.

On March 31, Mr. Trudeau told reporters 
in Ottawa that “when it comes to Vladimir 
Putin sitting around that table with the rest 
of us, that’s going to be extraordinarily dif-
ficult for us and unproductive for the G-20.”

“Bottom line, it can’t be business as 
usual to have Vladimir Putin sitting around 
the table pretending that everything is 
okay because it’s not okay, and it’s his fault.”

G-20 leaders are scheduled to meet in 
Bali, Indonesia, from November 15-16, and 
Russia’s ambassador to that country has 
indicated that Putin plans to attend.

Ms. Klympush-Tsintsadze also said that 
Russian diplomats, who are in effect “spies 
and propagandists, have to be expelled 
from embassies around the world and from 
bureaucracies in international organiza-
tions.” 

“These people are murderers, rapists, 
looters and liars and have nothing to do 
with the civilized world,” she said. 

“We believe that Putin, together with 
Russian authorities and the officers and 
soldiers committing war crimes on our 
land will be held responsible,” Ms. 
Klympush-Tsintsadze said.

(Continued from page 3)

Ukrainian MPs...

DEATH ANNOUNCEMENTS should be sent to the 
Advertising Department by e-mail to advertising@ukrweekly.com or by fax 
to 973-644-9510.  Deadline: Monday noon before the newspaper’s date of 
issue.  For further information call 973-292-9800, ext. 3040.
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Philanthropist, horse breeder and National Hockey 
League (NHL) team owner Eugene Melnyk passed away 
from an undisclosed illness on March 28. The Ukrainian 
Melnyk, a Toronto native, was 62 years old. He purchased 
the NHL’s Ottawa Senators franchise and the Canadian Tire 
Centre in 2003 for $130 million after reaching a deal with 
creditors.

Melnyk was the owner, governor and chairman of the 
Senators and Belleville Senators of the American Hockey 
League. He was also the founder and former chairman of 
Biovail Corporation, at one time Canada’s largest pharma-
ceutical company. More recently he was chairman and 
chief executive officer of Neurolign, a medical device com-
pany and chairman of Clean Beauty Collective, a boutique 
company that produces ethically sourced products. He was 
an Honorary Colonel of the Canadian Armed Forces.

Melnyk supported several charitable causes, including 
St. Joseph’s Health Centre, Help Us Help the Children, 
which provides humanitarian aid to Ukrainian orphanag-
es, and his alma mater, St. Michael’s College School in 
Toronto. In his later years he resided in Barbados, where 
he founded the Providence School for pre-kindergarten to 
Grade 10 and served as chairman of trustees and the 
board of management.

In early March, Melnyk firmly pledged support for 
Ukraine as it fights against Russia’s unprovoked and pre-
meditate war. He directed the Ukrainian national anthem 
be played before every Senators home game for the 
remainder of the 2021-2022 NHL schedule, beginning 
with the March 10 match-up with the Seattle Kraken. The 
Senators Community Foundation is directing funds from 
its 50/50 raffles to charitable causes in Ukraine. The 
Senators are working with the Ukrainian community in 
Ottawa to facilitate charitable donations for Ukraine. 
Melnyk was the first NHL owner to publicly support 
Ukraine and the league’s decision to cut ties with Russia.

Melnyk was a successful thoroughbred horse-racing 
breeder, twice named Canada’s top owner. His horses won 
all three legs of the Canadian Triple Crown. He was induct-
ed into the Canadian Horse Racing Hall of Fame in 2017 
and into the Ukrainian Sports Hall of Fame the same year.

Melnyk left behind his mother, Vera, daughters, Anna 
and Olivia, and companion/partner Sharilyne Anderson.

Ukrainian kickboxer dies defending Ukraine

According to combat sports coach Oleh Skyrta on 
Facebook, Ukrainian champion kickboxer Maksym Kagal 
was killed in Mariupol on March 25 defending Ukraine 
from the ongoing Russian war. Kagal, 30, perished as part 
of the Azov Special forces, a battalion of some 1,500 mem-
bers. The Azov Special Operations Unit was formed in 
2014 as a volunteer militia. It was incorporated into the 
National Guard later that same year.

“Unfortunately, the war takes the best,” Skyrta wrote on 
his Facebook post.

Kagal was the first world champion kickboxer from 
coach Skyrta’s gym and the city of Kremenchuk, Ukraine. 
He won the World Kickboxing Championship ISKA 
(Interna tional Sport Karate Association) in 2014.

“Rest in peace, brother … we will take revenge for you,” 
Skyrta said at the conclusion of his post.

FC Kryvbas adjusting to life  in Germany

On the very day that Russian armed forces again invad-
ed Ukraine over one month ago, the players of women’s 
soccer club FC Kryvbas were traveling to the airport for 
training camp and matches in Turkey. When Russian mis-
sile strikes hit their home city of Krivyi Rih, they were 
forced to abort their trip.

These days the players are living and training in 
Germany, supported by the men’s and women’s teams of 
soccer club Cologne of the Bundesliga. The players and 
coaches have managed to stay together, but they are focus-
ing on regular training routines, which have been quite 
challenging.

“I am very glad we arrived here with all our team and we 
managed to keep the team. But honestly speaking, I cannot 
say that football is a priority for me now,” Kryvbas midfield-
er Liubov Mozga told the Associated Press in an interview 
on March 23.  “Peace on our land is a priority for me now.”

The club had arranged for a training camp with two 
friendly matches in the Turkish resort city of Belek begin-
ning February 24. The players were looking forward to 

meeting up with teammates who had been on assignment 
with the Ukrainian national squad. Kryvbas head coach 
Alina Stetenco’s plan was to modernize her fitness training 
and recovery program, and sign some new Ukrainian and 
foreign players to fill out a young team in rebuild mode, 
according to her March 22 statement on social media.

The players were on a bus when the first rocket strikes 
hit their city. They took refuge in a local hotel where they 
remained for two weeks. They ultimately made their way 
to Germany through the assistance of Artur Podkopayev, a 
former player for the Kryvbas men’s youth teams who 
resides in Germany and asked Cologne for help.

Currently the players are staying in a hotel in Cologne 
that has been converted to temporarily house refugees. 
They have been granted access to Cologne’s modern train-
ing facilities. When the war with Russia began and compe-
titions were suspended, Kryvbas was third in the 
Ukrainian League standings. It has not yet been deter-
mined when their season will resume.

Team captain Anna Ivanova said she cannot adapt to 
her new temporary life in Germany while danger prevails 
at home.

“Being here in a secure place, while your family is under 
shelling is very difficult,” Ivanova said when interviewed 
by the AP. “We are worried for our families. They are in 
touch; they are hiding in bomb shelters. Unfortunately, 
there are missiles flying, the sirens turn on, so their nights 
are not quiet. Same way our nights aren’t quiet as well.”

131 Ukrainian youngsters taken in  
by Turkish clubs

A mammoth goodwill project organized by the 
Association of Clubs Foundation and supported by Turkish 
football clubs Trabzonspor, Caykur Rizespor, Kayserispor, 
Sivasspor and Antalyaspor helped to transport 131 
Ukrainian youth athletes aged 10-16 to Turkey on March 
29. These youngsters, all victims of the war with Russia, 
arrived by private plane in Trabzon, a city on the Black Sea 
coast in northeastern Turkey. The young Ukrainians were 
met and welcomed by Trabzonspor President Ahmet 
Agaoglu, Secretary General Omer Sagiroglu, Caykur 
Rizespor manager Serkan Karavin and several other man-
agers and club representatives.

Club President Agaoglu shared details of the Ukrainian 
athletes’ relocation in Turkey. Forty-eight athletes and five 
parents moved to the city of Rize, 60 athletes and six par-
ents were to stay at Trabzonspor’s Ozkan Sumer Academy, 
and the remainder went to Sivas and Kayseri. The entire 
Ukrainian contingent is set to remain in Turkey until con-
ditions in Ukraine return to normal.

Agaoglu said that the vast majority of arriving athletes 
came from Mariupol, Ukraine. Russians have devastated 
the region with near constant bombing. In an interview 
with TaketoNews, Agaoglu spoke about Turkey’s 
Ukrainian guests.

“They no longer have houses, training fields or clubs,” 
Agaoglu said.  “They come from such a trauma. … No mat-
ter what, everyone’s homeland, their own home is where 
everyone wants to go. … They are our guests until they 
return, but even if they want to stay, our door is open to 
them.”

Tatyana Nesterenko, leader of the Ukrainian convoy, 
expressed her sincere thanks to the Turkish people who 
opened their doors for them at such a critical time.

“There is no foreign child for any country,” Nesterenko 
said. “We thank you for helping our children. We would 
like to thank all the Turks, the whole country, the whole 
nation. We hope that we will support you in some way. We 
hope that after the war in our country is over, we will also 
host you.”

Usyk in Europe, preparing for Joshua rematch

World heavyweight champion Oleksandr Usyk has 
begun preparing for his rematch with Anthony Joshua 
after leaving his native Ukraine where he was assisting in 
defending his country against Russia. According to his pro-
moter, Alexander Krassyuk, Usyk “is already in Europe,” to 
begin training for a second bout with Joshua. The two 
camps are seriously considering a date sometime in late 
June for this highly anticipated rematch. Krassyuk said 
possible locations for the fight are being discussed.

“Many things will depend on how fast we manage to ink 
the papers,” Krassyuk told Sky Sports on March 28.

It has been reported that Saudi Arabia is one of the plac-
es looking to host the fight. Joshua lost his WBA, IBF and 
WBO title belts last September by unanimous decision 
after being outboxed by Usyk in London.

The rematch was originally scheduled to take place in 
the spring of 2022, but has been disrupted by Russia’s full-
scale war on Ukraine. The 35-year-old Ukrainian returned 
to Kyiv in February to assist in defending his homeland 
against the Russians.

Usyk has the support of his family and friends in his bid 
to jump back into the boxing ring and defeat Joshua in an 
encore performance.

“In this way, I can help my country more and better than 
I would by being in the Territorial Defense and running 
around Kyiv with a machine gun,” Usyk said in a video 
message on Instagram.

Ukraine pleads for end to war at FIFA Congress

On March 31, the impact of Russia’s war on Ukraine was 
brought into focus at the FIFA Congress in Doha, Qatar, 
when the president of the Football Federation of Ukraine 
appeared by video wearing an armored vest on the streets 
of Kyiv, Ukraine.

“We have regularly received sad news of the deaths of 
members of the Ukrainian football community,” Andriy 
Pavelko said in his recorded message to those gathered at 
the congress, which included delegates from Russia. “They 
have been killed by the aggressors’ rockets from one of the 
biggest armies in the world. Football has taken a back seat 
in our country.”

Only four years ago, Kyiv hosted the Champions League 
final. The soccer world shifted to Russia later in 2018 for the 
World Cup, which FIFA President Gianni Infantino continues 
to glorify as “a great success sportingly and culturally.”

Infantino was careful not to cross any lines when speak-
ing in Qatar, never mentioning Russian President Vladimir 
Putin, whom he praised and juggled a soccer ball with 
back in 2018. He never blamed or even mentioned Russia 
in his presidential address.

Instead of a direct appeal to Putin, there was a general 
plea to “stop conflicts and wars.” After all, it was Infantino 
who was awarded Russia’s Order of Friendship by Putin 
after the conclusion of the 2018 World Cup. Attending the 
Doha Congress was Alexey Sorokin, chief executive of 
Russia’s 2018 organizing committee and former member 
of the FIFA Council. Sorokin expressed regret, but not for 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. Instead he mentioned that he 
was sad for Pavelko’s emotions.

Russia has been banned from the 2022 World Cup, 
while Ukraine’s qualifying match against Scotland has 
been postponed because of the war.

These days Ukraine’s priority is to protect itself from 
Russia.

“Our children have suffered terrible psychological inju-
ries. Perhaps football will help them forget the horrors of 
war,” Pavelko said as sandbags were being placed around a 
statue behind him in Kyiv. “I believe every word, prayer and 
action in support of Ukraine and against the war can stop it.”

“We have no right to remain silent. Let there be no air-
raid alarms in our cities. Instead, [let there be] the songs of 
fans. Let the battles take place not in the streets with 
weapons, but in crowded stadiums in fair football duels, 
and let the spectators in the stands explode when their 
favorite team scores a goal, not the bombs.”

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@sfgsports.com.

Hockey world mourns loss of Eugene Melnyk

Heavyweight champion Oleksandr Usyk celebrates his 
2018 win of the World Boxing Super Series, where he 

unified the cruiserweight division titles.

World Boxing Super Series
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pain in my heart what is happening in my 
homeland of Ukraine and with how much 
bravery and courage our Ukrainian people 
are defending our country, this gave me a 
huge push to continue and fight on (the) 
court.”

“Now my body can’t handle it anymore 
and I need to rest. Therefore, I’m sad to 
announce that I will be missing Fed Cup 
and a few of my favorite tournaments in 
Europe,” she said.

Svitolina will drop out of the top 20 
rankings following her quick exit at the 
Miami Open. She may return for the 
French Open, which starts on May 22.

Tsurenko has nowhere to go

Ukrainian tennis player Lesia Tsurenko 
candidly described the past month as the 
“worst month” of her entire life and said 
that, since she cannot return to her home 
in Kyiv, she has nowhere to go. Tsurenko 
was playing at the WTA event in Mexico 
when Russia invaded Ukraine on February 
24. Following the Abierto Akron Zapopan 
Tournament in Guadalajara, Mexico (she 
lost in the round of 32), she traveled to the 
United States for the Masters events in 
Indian Wells, Calif., (lost in qualifying) and 
Miami (lost in the round of 64). Tsurenko 
received a wild card into the Andalucia 
Open in Marbella, Spain, where she lost in 
the first round on March 29.

After losing in Marbella, Tsurenko 
expressed her emotion about what she and 
many of her countrymen are currently fac-
ing.

“After the worst month of my life with 
constant headache, panic attacks and guilt 
over the war in Ukraine, I face a new chal-
lenge. … As a player based in Kyiv, I have 
nowhere to go,” she wrote on Twitter. “Now 
every Ukrainian has his own nightmare 
story, … where should I go?” she said.

Offering Tsurenko assistance was Emilio 
Sanchez-Vicario, founder of the famous 
Sanchez-Casal Academy in Barcelona, 
Spain, that trained male tennis stars Andy 
Murray and Grigor Dmitrov.

On March 30 Lesia Tsurenko posted 
another message on social media saying 
she has been “overwhelmed” with offers of 
help and that she “knows for sure that 
everything will be fine.”

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@
sfgsports.com.

Two Ukrainian net stars unable to serve up ‘A’ game
Svitolina steps away from tennis

A back injury in combination with 
some severe mental anguish has forced 
Ukrainian tennis star Elina Svitolina to 
temporarily walk away from her sport. 
She admitted to living through an 
“extremely difficult couple of months” 
since Russia launched its full-scale war on 
Ukraine on February 24.

Svitolina won two matches at the 
Monterrey Open before losing in the quar-
terfinal. She failed to win a single match at 
either Indian Wells or the Miami Open in 
March. The plan now is to step away from 
the game, and she has passed on competing 
in the Billie Jean King Cup qualifiers for 
Ukraine against the U.S.A. in mid-April.

“It’s been an extremely difficult couple 
of months for me, not only mentally but 
also physically,” the WTA’s number 20 
ranked player said on Twitter. “For quite a 
long time I’ve been struggling with my 
back. The pain didn’t let me prepare for 
the tournaments at my best.”

“Meanwhile, observing with unbearable 

Lesia Tsurenko at the 2019 Wimbledon 
Championships.Elina Svitolina celebrates her bronze medal in tennis at the 2020 Summer Olympic 

Games in Tokyo.

Wikipedia

sport.gov.ua

ПЛЕМ’Я ПЛАСТУНОК  „ПЕРШІ СТЕЖІ“
влаштовує

„ДЕННИЙ ТАБІР ПТАШАТ ПРИ ПЛАСТІ“
     для дітей від 4 до 6 років, які володіють 

(розуміють і розмовляють) українською мовою

• Дитина мусить мати закінчених 4 роки життя до 31 серпня 2022 р. Вийнятків немає. 
• Дитина мусить мати усі приписані щеплення.
• Дитина, яка склала Заяву Вступу до новацтва, не може брати участи в таборaх для Пташат.

 Табір відбудеться на Союзівці  у двох групах:
• від неділі, 26 червня, до суботи, 2 липня 2022 р.
• від неділі, 3 липня, до суботи, 9 липня 2022 р.

У справі кімнат просимо порозуміватися безпосередньо з Адміністрацією Союзівки:
SOYUZIVKA, P. O. Box 529, 216 Foordmore Road, Kerhonkson, NY 12446

                         (845) 626-5641;  www. Soyuzivka.com;  Fax: 845-626-4638

• Tаборова оплата: $150.00 ($20.00 незворотні); оплата за два тижні – 290.00 дол.
• Tаборову оплату через PayPal та зголошення слід посилати до: 

  Chrystyna Nazarewycz-Silecky
chrystyna@hotmail.com  •  636 219 3358

• Реченець зголошень: 20 травня 2022 р.  •  Після реченця зголошень не приймаємо.
• Лікарську посвідку НЕ пересилати з анкетою зголошення. Просимо передати при       
   реєстрації.

КАРТА ЗГОЛОШЕННЯ НА ТАБІР ПТАШАТ-2022
Ім’я і прізвище дитини ....................................................................................................................

                        по-українськи і по-англійськи

Дата народження ...............................................................................................................................
Адреса ....................................................................................................................................................
Телефон .................................................... E-mail ..............................................................................

Просимо залучити посвідку дати народження дитини, яку вперше вписуєтe на табір
     ☐ від 26 червня до 2 липня 2022 р.  ☐ від 3 липня до 9 липня 2022 р.
    Розмір таборової сорочинки дитини: ☐ 6-8,  ☐10-12,    ☐14-16.
     ☐ Залучую чек на суму $..............           ☐ Резервую кімнату на Союзівці

.........................................................................................................................................................
ім’я і прізвище матері (подати дівоче прізвище)

Завваги .........................................................................................................................................
..........................................................................................................................................................
..........................................................................................................................................................
 .......................................................................................................Підпис батька або матері
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Through Ukraine benefit art exhibit, “The Life and Legacy
April 30 of Christine Staruch (1944-2021),” Ukrainian National
Chicago Museum, www.ukrainiannationalmuseum.org  

April 13 Film screening, “Recovery Room” by Adriana Luhovy, 
New York and discussion with Yurij Luhovy and Zorianna Hrycenko, 
 Ukrainian Institute of America, 
 www.ukrainianinstitute.org or 212-288-8660 

April 13 Fundraising concert, “Together With Ukraine,” with
Jeknintown, PA Bria Blessing and Vertex Band, Ukrainian Educational and 
 Cultural Center, www.ueccphila.org

April 15 Presentation by Oleknka Pevny, Bohdan Tokarsky and
Stanford, CA  Alisa Lozhkina, “Historical Moments and Movements in
 Ukrainian Art and Film From Medieval to Contemporary,”
 Stanford University, https://stanford.edu 

April 16 Virtual Ukrainian Easter Market, Assumption of the
Online Blessed Virgin Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral,
 www.ukrainianorthodox.info

April 29 Volunteer weekend, Soyuzivka Heritage Center, 
through May 1 www.soyuzivka.com or
Kerhonkson, NY www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4ca5ac22aaf8ce9-suzyqrevival

April 30 Annual St. Thomas Sunday pilgrimage weekend, 
through May 1 Orthodox Church of the U.S.A., St. Andrew
South Bound Brook, Ukrainian Memorial Ukrainian Orthodox Church, 
NJ  www.uocofusa.org

May 1 Sviachene dinner, Ukrainian National Women’s League 
Jenkintown, PA of America, Ukrainian Educational and Cultural Center, 
 www.ueccphila.org 

May 7 Korovai-making workshop, with instruction by Bohdanna 
New York Slyz, Lubow Wolynetz and Larysa Zielyk, The Ukrainian
 Museum, www.ukrainianmuseum.org or 212-228-0110

May 15 Family workshop, “Ukrainian Folk Costumes,” The 
New York Ukrainian Museum, www.ukrainianmuseum.org or 
 212-228-0110

May 22 Family workshop, “Ukrainian Folk Tales,” The Ukrainian
New York Museum, www.ukrainianmuseum.org or 212-228-0110

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

medium-range air defenses, 152 Ukrainian 
systems destroyed out of 180 total 
(Krasnaya Zvezda, March 30). During the 
defense ministry’s briefing on March 31, 
Moscow professed to have eliminated an 
S-300 system, in addition to four command 
posts, an ammunition depot and four large 
fuel bases in the Ukrainian towns of Dnipro, 
Lysychansk, Novomoskovsk and Chuhuiv to 
“significantly complicate” the supply of 
Ukrainian forces  in  the  Donbas 
(Novostivolograda.ru, March 31).

Moscow’s reduction of stated war aims 
to focus on the Donbas appear to mark an 
abandonment of its much more ambitious 
regime change and occupation goals at the 
start of the war. In the Donbas, most of the 
gains made are in the Luhansk region, with 
Russian forces constantly shelling the line 
of contact. The Ukrainian JFO forces, among 
the country’s most elite and battle-hard-
ened military units over the past eight 
years, have assumed positions to conduct 
positional defense, which could prove cost-
ly for the Russian Ground Forces to attack. 
Envelopment of the JFO from the northern 

and southern axes seems the most likely 
operational approach, though with no guar-
antee of success; the ensuing battle for the 
Donbas is expected to be extremely tough 
fought. This is why the option of greater 
involvement of the VKS, particularly in 
combination with ground-based forces – 
which could conceivably involve the use of 
VKS long-range bombers – must be taken 
seriously (Mil.ru, RBC, March 25).

The aim to seize the entire territory of 
the Donbas, in turn, puts pressure on 
Russia’s Armed Forces to avoid the catalog 
of mistakes and operational ineptitude that 
has marked the majority of the near-disas-
trous invasion to date. The lackluster per-
formance also extends to the sporadic and 
minimal use of Russian airpower. If the 
coming battle for the Donbas is to preclude 
replicating these failed approaches, the VKS 
will have to engage on a much wider and 
systematic scale; thus, the potential role of 
Ukraine’s S-300 systems is a key aspect in 
the country’s capacity to withstand a better 
executed Russian air-ground assault on the 
Donbas. While Russian claims of success 
against long- and medium-range Ukrainian 
air defenses are likely inflated, the degrada-
tion of the S-300s is further confirmed by 
Kyiv’s growing calls for NATO members to 

supply S-300 replacements. In Washington, 
the Joseph Biden administration is consid-
ering sourcing options from Slovakia or 
Bulgaria, carefully weighing those against 
its fears of allowing the conflict to escalate 
into a wider European war (UNIAN, March 
30).

United States Secretary of Defense Lloyd 
Austin has explored the issue in bilateral 
talks, with Slovakia emerging as the most 
likely source for the export of the Soviet/
Russian S-300 systems to Ukraine. 
However, besides the political questions 
linked to this option, there are additional 
potential military-technical issues at play 
quite apart from what such suppliers might 
receive in return from the US. In the case of 
Slovakia, the S-300PMU remains in service. 
The main issue with it is the limited num-
ber of serviceable 55V55R missiles deliv-
ered in 1990. This compelled the Slovak 
Armed Forces to reduce the standard num-
ber of missiles from four to two in operat-
ing the complex. Nonetheless, despite the 
degradation of the Ukrainian S-300 sys-
tems, they clearly have well-trained and 
experienced air-defense personnel to 
exploit this asset. But the availability of 
55V55R missiles in the Ukrainian military 
inventory is an open question. In the case of 

Bulgaria, there are two S-300P battalions in 
service with 10 launchers, though their 
condition remains unclear. Greece also pos-
sesses the S-300PMU1 in significant quanti-
ties – 32 launchers and up to 175 missiles – 
although Athens is much less likely to agree 
to aid Ukraine in this sensitive area; it 
would also require time to retrain 
Ukrainian personnel in this variant’s use 
(Izvestia, March 18).

In the event of the transfer of Slovak 
and/or Bulgarian S-300 systems to Ukraine, 
at best, this would yield three battalions. 
The general technical condition of these 
systems remains unclear. Finally, given the 
Russian targeting of Ukrainian S-300 sys-
tems in the war, their transfer across the 
borders of Romania, Poland or Slovakia will 
incentivize Russia to try to attack these 
weapons upon entry into Ukraine (Izvestia, 
March 18). Yet if these are kept mobile and 
concealed while stationary, it may enhance 
their survivability. The necessity of provid-
ing adequate long-range air defenses to 
Ukraine may sway the argument.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)

Kyiv’s request...

Pavlovsky said.
If Russia’s aggression in Ukraine drags 

on – including mounting casualties and 
hardware losses – and global sanctions 
begin to bite even harder, Mr. Pavlovsky 
believes it is unlikely Russians will turn on 
Putin but will rather rally around the flag.

“I don’t think the people realize the 
impact of sanctions yet. They will start feel-
ing it come summer. And as soon as they 
realize that the sanctions are designed to 
destroy both the Russian economy and the 
Russian Federation, everyone will unite to 
resist,” he said.

“Will they blame Putin or themselves for 
it? Was any Russian seeing German tanks 
rolling in in 1941 blaming [Josef] Stalin and 
[Vyacheslav] Molotov?” said Mr. Pavlovsky, 
referring to the former Soviet dictator and 
Soviet foreign affairs minister, who first 
signed a nonaggression pact with Nazi 

Germany that included secret protocols on 
divvying up Central and Eastern Europe 
into respective “spheres of influence,” 
before Hitler scrapped it and invaded the 
Soviet Union.

The chance that Russia’s elite – the so-
called oligarchs – could turn on Putin is 
also something Mr. Pavlovsky is skeptical 
will happen.

“That so-called theory assumes that the 
oligarchs rule Russia. Oligarchs have never 
ruled Russia, even during the times of weak 
[Boris] Yeltsin,” Mr. Pavlovsky explained, 
referring to Russia’s first postcommunist 
president.

Mr. Pavlovsky also dismissed the recent 
exit of the well-known post-Soviet reformer 
Anatoly Chubais, who left his post as Putin’s 
envoy for stable development.

“There is a false and even strange 
assumption that Putin’s inner circle will 
start distancing itself from him. This won’t 
happen. And [Mr.] Chubais himself was not 
a member of this inner circle anyway. He 
won’t be missed because he is no longer 

relevant, hasn’t been for years. He is a polit-
ical relic of a long bygone era. Had he been 
of any value to the Kremlin, he would not 
have been allowed to ‘escape,’” Mr. 
Pavlovsky said.

Unconfirmed reports have said that Mr. 
Chubais had left Russia and was believed to 
be in Turkey.

That doesn’t mean Putin couldn’t face 
threats to his power, not least from his 
inner circle, Mr. Pavlovsky added.

“They aren’t idealists. They have their 
own designs on that throne. They are all 
waiting for the transition moment. And it’s 
actually making Putin quite nervous, being 
surrounded by people who crave his 
throne. Especially considering that the 
majority of day-to-day running of the coun-
try is done by them and not by him,” Mr. 
Pavlovsky said.

“If anyone thinks Putin is sitting and 
running the country’s economy, or public 
life, then that’s just laughable. Putin actual-
ly isn’t much of a hardworking type,” he 
added.

Looking back at his time working with 
Putin, Mr. Pavlovsky said he now has some 
regrets.

“What I regret is that I switched off my 
brain as an analyst during that time and, in 
a way, donated my brain to ‘Kremlin and 
Putin franchising,’” he explained. “Now I 
realize that I should have had a wider per-
spective of things, that I should have recog-
nized the features of the system that we 
were building.

“Putin is a child of this system. Putin will 
be gone, one way or another, but the sys-
tem will stay,” He said.

(Written in Prague by Tony Wesolowsky 
based on an interview by RFE/RL’s 
Georgian Service.)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/russiaukraine
invasionputintrappavlovsky/31787269.
html).
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Longtime Putin...
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