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by Aleksandr Kasatkin,  
Yuliia Zhukova and Sashko 

Shevchenko
RFE/RL

(Editor’s note: The following story con-
tains descriptions of violence that are graph-
ic and extremely disturbing. The Ukrainian 
Weekly has decided to publish this story 
because we believe the truth of what is hap-
pening in Ukraine must be told and because 
the world must not grow numb to the full 
scope of atrocities being committed in 
Ukraine.)

KYIV – When soldiers from Russia 
threatened to rape a young girl in Ukraine, 
her mother tried to persuade them to take 
her instead, psychologist Vasylisa 
Levchenko said, recounting the story of an 
alleged rape victim.

“One of them agreed,” Ms. Levchenko 
said.

The woman’s account was just one of 
dozens that have been documented by offi-
cials, aid workers and human rights moni-
tors as Russian troops have retreated from 
areas around the capital, Kyiv, and other 
parts of the country they invaded again on 
February 24.

“It is impossible to count how many vic-
tims there are now,” Ukrainian rights 
ombudswoman Lyudmyla Denisova told 
RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service, “because so 

many people have been brutally killed. … 
But it is a different story when our women, 
children and their parents are now telling 
us about the violence that was committed 
against them.”

Ms. Denisova added that some of the 
purported rape victims claimed that the 
soldiers said things like: “We will make 
sure that you never want to be with a man 
again so that you won’t have any more chil-
dren.”

“According to preliminary information, 
there have been a lot of rapes – an awful 
lot,” said Ukrainian Prosecutor General 
Iryna Venediktova. “All of the cases will be 
investigated as territory is liberated.”

In a report published on April 3, the New 
York-based Human Rights Watch (HRW) 
documented the first reported rape allega-
tions. A 31-year-old woman, who asked not 
to be identified, from the village of Malaya 
Rohan, near the eastern city of Kharkiv in 
Ukraine, said a Russian soldier broke into 
the basement of a local school where a 
group of women and children were shelter-
ing on the night of March 13-14. She said 
the soldier took her to a classroom on the 
second floor and forced her at gunpoint to 
undress and perform oral sex on him.

“The whole time, he held a gun near my 
temple or put it into my face,” she was quot-
ed as saying. “Twice he shot at the ceiling 

‘Part of Russia’s arsenal’: Allegations of rape  
by Russian forces in Ukraine are increasing

(Continued on page 5)

by Mark Raczkiewycz

CHICAGO – After winning the battle for 
Kyiv, Ukrainian forces are preparing for a 
critical, if not final, chapter in Russia’s full-
scale war launched on its neighboring 
country on February 24.

Ukrainian, U.S. and British intelligence 

are saying that, after Russia failed to quick-
ly conquer the country in the span of 72 
hours, Kremlin tyrant Vladimir Putin has 
chosen to focus on subjugating Kharkiv and 
the remaining area of the Donbas his forces 
don’t control.

Kyiv braces to take fight to Russia  
as more signs of genocidal acts emerge

(Continued on page 8)

Ukrainian special operation forces detonated a pontoon bridge as a Russian supply 
convoy was crossing the Donetsk River in eastern Kharkiv Oblast near the city of 

Izyum on April 14.

General Staff of the Armed Forces of Ukraine

Mykolaiv sees increase in Russian shelling, but Ukrainian volunteers remain defiant and determined
by Askold Krushelnycky

MYKOLAIV, Ukraine – Kateryna Pypsha’s 
words faltered and she started to cry as she 
heard the news on April 5 that her village 
was close to falling into Russian hands.

“We’ve all seen the murders and rapes 
the Russians have been doing in the places 
they occupy,” Ms. Pypsha said. “We are ter-
rified for our relatives and friends who are 
still there.”

She has been in contact via telephone 
with her 85-year-old mother-in-law who 
was too frail to be evacuated.

“She told me there is destruction with 
burning buildings everywhere. Where the 
Russians have entered neighboring villag-
es, they immediately start breaking into 
homes and looting everything,” she said.

Ms. Pypsha spoke from a school in 
Ukraine’s port city of Mykolaiv, which is 
now being used to house some 160 refu-
gees from the surrounding area who have 
been driven from their homes by the fight-
ing.

She arrived with her husband and six 
children from Olekhandrivka, some 55 
miles north of Mykolaiv, on March 24 in a 
column of buses driven by volunteers who 
risked their lives to rescue the refugees 
under heavy Russian artillery and sniper 
fire.

Ms. Pypsha said Russian forces began 
their onslaught on Olekhandrivka, which 
has been defended by a small detachment 
of Ukrainian soldiers augmented by territo-
rial defense units, on March 14.

“There was no warning and they used 
tanks and artillery to shell the village. Our 
home is on the edge of the fields they were 
in and it was being hit by shrapnel and bul-
lets from the start,” Ms. Pypsha said. “After 
a day, we moved further into the center to 
stay with relatives because it was too dan-
gerous.”

But the Russians continued their unre-
lenting attack.

“It was like they were trying to wipe our 

(Continued on page 11)

Kateryna Pypsha (left) speaks in front of a school in Mykolaiv on April 5 about the 
devastation caused by the Russian military to her home village as two of her six chil-

dren listen.

Askold Krushelnycky

Ukraine calls for stricter sanctions, weapons  
to withstand brutal Russian invasion
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Russia agrees to humanitarian corridors

Ukrainian Deputy Prime Minister Iryna 
Vereshchuk says that nine humanitarian 
corridors have been agreed upon with 
Russia to allow for the evacuation of civil-
ians from several cities, including the 
besieged port city of Mariupol. Other evacu-
ation routes for April 14 are from 
Berdyansk, Tokmak and Enerhodar, while 
others in the eastern Luhansk region will 
operate only if occupying Russian forces 
stop their shelling, Ms. Vereshchuk added in 
a statement posted on her Telegram chan-
nel. Ukraine says tens of thousands of peo-
ple are believed to have been killed in 
Mariupol and accuses Russia of blocking aid 
convoys attempting to bring relief to civil-
ians who have been trapped in the city for 
weeks. Ukrainian authorities have called on 
civilians in the eastern part of the country 
to leave ahead of an imminent, stepped-up 
offensive by Russian forces. There is a 
greater sense of urgency for civilians to flee 
after a Russian missile struck a train station 
in the city of Kramatorsk in the Donetsk 
region on April 8. The station was packed 
with women, children and the elderly try-
ing to escape the fighting. Russia’s unpro-
voked war has forced about one-quarter of 
Ukraine’s 44 million people to flee their 
homes, reduced many cities to rubble and 
killed or injured thousands. Meanwhile, 
Irish Foreign Affairs Minister Simon 
Coveney was expected to visit Kyiv on April 
14 to discuss his country’s support for 
Ukraine. Mr. Coveney will visit areas in the 
Ukrainian capital directly affected by the 
Russian invasion and meet with Ukrainian 
Foreign Affairs Minister Dmytro Kuleba and 
Defense Minister Oleksiy Reznikov. He is the 
first foreign affairs minister on the United 
Nations Security Council to visit Kyiv since 
Russia launched its full-scale war on 
Ukraine on February 24. “His discussions 
with the Ukrainian government will focus 
on how Ireland can continue to provide 
political, security and humanitarian sup-
port to Ukraine, assist Ukraine in its appli-
cation for EU candidate status, take forward 
further EU sanctions on Russia and hold 
Russia to account for its brutal and unjusti-
fied invasion,” said a statement from 
Ireland’s Department of Foreign Affairs. 

Ireland has provided 20 million euros ($22 
million) in humanitarian aid to the country 
and Ukrainian refugees in neighboring 
counties, and 33 million euros ($36 million) 
in nonlethal assistance for the Ukrainian 
military through the European Peace 
Facility. “Ireland has been at the forefront of 
putting in place a robust EU sanctions 
regime and of supporting international 
mechanisms to hold Russia to account for 
grave violations of international humanitar-
ian law, including referring the situation in 
Ukraine to the International Criminal 
Court,” the statement said. (RFE/RL’s 
Ukrainian Service, with reporting by dpa)

Troops likely violated humanitarian law

Experts with the Organization for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) 
say they found “clear patterns” of violations 
of international humanitarian law by 
Russian forces in Ukraine. The initial find-
ings of their report, released on April 13, 
document a “catalog of inhumanity perpe-
trated by Russia’s forces in Ukraine,” 
Michael Carpenter, the U.S. ambassador to 
the OSCE, said in a statement. “This 
includes evidence of direct targeting of 
civilians, attacks on medical facilities, rape, 
executions, looting and forced deportation 
of civilians to Russia,” he said. The report 
was written by three lawyers from Austria, 
Switzerland and the Czech Republic after 
they were selected by the 45-member OSCE 
to study the situation. According to the 
report, Russian units at a minimum violated 
their duties to protect civilians. Otherwise, 
the casualty figures would be lower and far 
fewer homes, hospitals and schools would 
have been destroyed, it said. The experts 
found “some violations and problems” in 
Ukrainian practices, voicing concern about 
the treatment of prisoners of war. Russia 
has denied claims of atrocities, referring to 
some of the evidence as fabricated. The 
report said Russia responded by saying it 
considered the mechanism under which the 
experts were appointed “largely outdated 
and redundant” and declined to appoint a 
liaison person, referring the OSCE experts 
to official government statements and brief-
ings. The Kremlin weighed in again on April 

(Continued on page 14)

 NEWS ANALYSIS

by Pavel K. Baev
Eurasia Daily Monitor

Russia has revised its war plan multiple 
times during the, so far, seven-week-long, 
ill-conceived large-scale invasion of 
Ukraine, yet it still remains incompatible 
with both tactical imperatives and political 
ambitions. The consecutive revisions them-
selves have been flawed in different ways: if 
the initial “Blitzkrieg” design was based on 
the assumption that the Ukrainian military 
would disintegrate, the follow-up proposi-
tion for laying siege to Kyiv presumed that 
the government would capitulate, while the 
order to execute a breakthrough toward 
Odesa mistakenly took for granted that 
Ukraine’s most important seaport had been 
left undefended.

It is unclear whether the Kremlin is 
learning from these failures or if it is con-
suming its own propaganda, but the 
Russian top brass has now further cur-
tailed the campaign, from a goal of con-
quering most of Ukraine to a much more 
modest aim – establishing control over all 
of the Donetsk and Luhansk regions (the 
Donbas) (Izvestia, April 7). This plan might 
appear more feasible, but it answers nei-
ther the Kremlin’s political imperative to 
establish a land corridor to Crimea (see 
Eurasia Daily Monitor, March 17), nor the 

need to gain some relief in the sanctions 
regime, nor the urge to score a convincing 
victory over the “neutralized” Ukraine.

President Vladimir Putin may, indeed, 
fancy a pompous victory celebration at the 
traditional May 9 parade. And so, some 
statements from the Kremlin indicate the 
intention to wrap up the “special military 
operation” against Ukraine in the foresee-
able future or even in the “coming days” 
(RIA Novosti, April 8). What adds a modi-
cum of credibility to these words is the 
decision to proceed with the spring draft as 
usual, without any prolongation of the 
terms of service or calling in reservists 
(Moskovsky Komsomolets, April 7). Given 
the staggering level of casualties (which 
may not be reported to the apprehensive 
commander-in-chief), this shallow inflow 
of fresh conscripts guarantees that the 
Russian army will face manpower shortag-
es – a problem entirely alien to its strategic 
culture (see EDM, March 31).

The Russian battalion tactical groups 
(BTG) that have retreated from Kyiv’s sub-
urbs to Belarus and Russia’s Kursk and 
Belgorod regions are reportedly too defeat-
ed and demoralized to be immediately 
redeployed to the Donbas warzone; multi-
ple news accounts tell of the soldiers’ refus-

by Yuri Lapaiev
Eurasia Daily Monitor

At the beginning of April, the hampered 
and decimated Russian forces that had 
been trying to conquer the Ukrainian capi-
tal retreated from the Kyiv region to resup-
ply and regroup. According to the General 
Staff of the Armed Forces of Ukraine (AFU), 
a new potential direction of attack could be 
the Kharkiv region, in order to encircle the 
large group of AFU units in the Donbas. To 
support this assault, Russian forces may 
employ one of their newest electronic war-
fare (EW) systems – the Silok-M1 – in order 
to try to counter Ukrainian unmanned aeri-
al vehicles (UAV) (Defense Express, April 
3). This Russian EW complex was specifi-
cally developed to detect enemy drones, 
calculate their flight coordinates and sup-
press their remote-control channel in auto-
matic mode at a distance of three to four 
kilometers. Yet even if the Silok-M1 func-
tions as advertised, it would be of only lim-
ited effectiveness against not only Ukraine’s 
famed high-altitude Bayraktar TB2 
unmanned combat drones (see Eurasia 
Daily Monitor, March 16) acquired from 
Turkey, but also against smaller reconnais-
sance UAVs.

Russia has been using EW systems in 
Ukraine since igniting the “separatist” war 
in eastern Donbas eight years ago (see 
Jamestown.org, August 27, 2021). But after 
the new, full-scale phase of Russia’s war on 
Ukrainian, which began on February 24, 
many of the newest Russian EW stations 
were destroyed or even captured by the 
AFU.

For example, on March 13, soldiers of 
the Ukrainian 10th Mountain Assault 
Brigade reported that they apprehended an 
undamaged Borisohlebsk-2 EW system 

from the invading forces (Militarniy, March 
13). This complex is used for detecting and 
suppressing enemy communications sys-
tems. Days later, Ukrainian journalist Yuriy 
Butusov reported on a Torn-MDM falling 
into AFU hands (Facebook, March 17). This 
station is used for detecting, analyzing and 
recording electromagnetic signals within a 
range of 1.5-3,000 megahertz, and it can 
detect and calculate the coordinates of the 
source of the signal at a distance of up to 70 
kilometers. This system was observed 
many times in past years in the Donbas war 
zone, according to the international volun-
teer open-source analysis community 
InformNapalm (Informnapalm.org, 
accessed April 7).

Also in mid-March, members of the 
Ukrainian military captured a fully opera-
tional Rtut-BM system (LB, March 19). This 
complex is used to protect friendly forces 
from radio-controlled munitions or 
remote-detonated explosives. Another sim-
ilar EW station was destroyed at Hostomel 
airfield near Kyiv (Mil.in.ua, April 3). 
Reportedly, Russian forces have no more 
than 30 of them (Defense Express, April 3). 
Like other EW stations, the Rtut-BM was 
mentioned among the top priority targets 
not only for the Ukrainian army but also for 
national resistance, and it has been dis-
played on an official AFU webpage to aid 
citizens in identifying it (Mod.gov.ua, March 
1).

But perhaps the most important gain for 
Ukraine and the biggest loss for Russia 
when it comes to the latter’s deployed EW 
systems was a captured element of the 
Krasukha-4 complex. The Krasukha-4 
broadband multifunctional jamming sta-
tion is used to counter both ground-based 

Russia’s quick victory vanishes,  
as protracted war looks inevitable

EW hype? The reasons behind the limited effectiveness  
of Russia’s electronic warfare in Ukraine
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Ukrainian World Congress raises  
$18 million for aid program to Ukraine

UWC

TORONTO – The Unite With Ukraine 
(#UniteWith Ukraine) campaign has raised 
$18 million for non-lethal and protective 
equipment that will benefit Ukraine’s terri-
torial defense and armed forces who are 
fighting Russia in full-scale war launched 
by President Vladimir Putin on February 
24.

The campaign is an ongoing initiative of 
the Ukrainian World Congress (UWC), 
which represents the interests of over 20 
million Ukrainians in over 60 countries.

The donations have enabled the cam-
paign to procure 9,500 pieces of body 
armor, 5,700 combat helmets, 129,000 
tourniquets and Israeli bandages, 2,000 
gas masks, 1,800 Individual First Aid Kits 
(IFAKs) and medic trauma packs, 76 pieces 
of night vision and thermal vision equip-
ment, 25 drones and one unmanned aerial 
vehicle.

As Russia continues its brutal offensive 
into Ukraine, the campaign intends to 
equip as many brave Ukrainians as possi-
ble with the necessary supplies to defend 
the nation.

So far, working through various UWC 
channels and partners, the campaign has 
managed to distribute multiple shipments 
of the vital equipment across the country. 
Most recently this has included working 

with the Canadian charity “Help Us Help” 
to deliver 20,000 combat application tour-
niquets, 1,500 North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization-standard IFAKs and 300 
Medic Trauma Packs to the frontline.

Through a U.S. partner, Nova Ukraine, 
the campaign has supplied Ukrainian bat-
talions with $200,000 worth of tourniquets. 
According to Nova Ukraine Co-Chairman 
Ostap Korkuna, that donation has the 
potential to save 9,000 Ukrainian lives.

These deliveries are critical to the 
Ukrainian forces and the need for these 
supplies and equipment is constant and 
only grows as Russian aggression contin-
ues. As a result, there is a constant need to 
supply Ukraine’s defenders with essential 
protective equipment and supplies.

“The Ukrainian people are standing 
with unwavering resolve to defend their 
loved ones and their cherished values of 
freedom and democracy,” said UWC 
President Paul Grod. “We are grateful for 
the funds that have been raised, but much 
more is urgently needed. We must stop 
Russia’s war crimes and genocide by sup-
porting the defenders of Ukraine.”

Individuals who would like to help 
Unite With Ukraine protect the lives of the 
men and women fighting for freedom, 
human rights and dignity of the Ukrainian 
people can donate via the following web-
site: www.unitewithukraine.com.

Office of U.S. Sen. Jeanne Shaheen

WASHINGTON – U.S. Sen. Jeanne Shaheen 
(D-N.H.), the only woman on the U.S. Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee, led a biparti-
san group of women Senators on April 7 in a 
resolution to recognize women’s roles in all 
aspects of the defense of Ukraine and the 
preservation of Ukraine’s freedom.

The resolution recognizes that women 
are often the targets of deliberate violence 
during conflicts, which is evident through 
Russia’s deliberate attacks on maternity 
wards and use of rape as a weapon of war.

It also calls on all countries around the 
world to provide aid to refugees and support 
women in Ukraine who are keeping families 
and children safe, delivering supplies and 
weapons, administering medical care, fight-
ing as part of the armed forces and more.

“Women are on the frontlines helping to 
hold Ukraine together amid Russia’s uncon-
scionable and unprovoked war. Spear-
headed by women in the Senate and across 
bipartisan lines, this resolution sends a 
powerful message that we stand with 
Ukrainian women who are leading the on-
the-ground response – from defending ter-
ritory as fighters to delivering life-saving 
medical care to administering humanitari-
an aid and crossing borders to ensure the 
safety of children and the elderly,” Ms. 
Shaheen said.

“The U.S. and the international communi-
ty must continue to address the unique 
needs of women amid this war and humani-
tarian crisis, while advocating for women’s 
participation in conflict resolution talks,” 
Ms. Shaheen said. “This bipartisan resolu-
tion reaffirms U.S. support for the women of 
Ukraine who are putting their lives on the 
line every day to defend Ukraine’s freedom 
against the tyranny and brutality of Russia.”

The bipartisan resolution is also cospon-
sored by Senators Joni Ernst (R-Iowa), 
Mazie Hirono (D-Hawaii),  Marsha 
Blackburn (R-Tenn.), Maggie Hassan 
(D-N.H.), Amy Klobuchar (D-Minn.), Shelley 
Moore Capito (R-W.V.), Susan Collins 
(R-Maine), Elizabeth Warren (D-Mass.), 
Catherine Cortez Masto (D-N.V.), Debbie 
Stabenow (D-Mich.), Tammy Baldwin 
(D-Wis.), Tina Smith (D-Minn.), Dianne 
Feinstein (D-Calif.), Kyrsten Sinema 
(D-Ariz.), Tammy Duckworth (D-Ill.), Jacky 
Rosen (D-N.V.), Kirsten Gillibrand (D-N.Y.), 
Lisa Murkowski (R-Ark.), Patty Murray 
(D-Wash.), Cynthia Lummis (R-W.Y.) and 
Maria Cantwell (D-Wash.).

Ms. Shaheen has led action in the U.S. 
Senate in support of Ukraine in response to 
Vladimir Putin’s belligerence against 
Ukraine, which also threatens the stability 
and security of Eastern Europe and North 

Shaheen leads bipartisan resolution  
to support Ukrainian women

by Oleksandr Yankovskiy
RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service

“The city is smashed to pieces,” said 
Mariupol journalist Yulia Harkusha, a con-
tributor to RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service who 
just completed the hazardous journey from 
the besieged Azov Sea port city to territory 
held by the Ukrainian military.

“There is nothing left [for the Russians] 
to control. I have only seen sights like this 

in photographs from World War II, when 
Dresden was bombed,” she said.

Before Russia launched its full-scale war 
on Ukraine on February 24, Mariupol was 
the 10th-largest city in the country, with a 
prewar population of about 430,000 peo-
ple. It was also the second-largest city in 
the Donetsk region, which – like the neigh-
boring Luhansk region – has been recog-

‘Smashed to pieces’: Besieged 
Mariupol teeters on the brink

(Continued on page 16)

by RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service

The Russian state news agency TASS 
reported on April 14 that the Russian war-
ship Moskva has sunk, according to a 
report from CNN that cited a statement 
from the Russian Ministry of Defense.

“During the towing of the cruiser 
Moskva to the port of destination, the ship 
lost its stability due to hull damage 
received during a fire from the detonation 
of ammunition. In the conditions of stormy 
seas, the ship sank,” the statement said 
according to TASS.

Ukraine said earlier that it had launched 
a cruise-missile strike that disabled Russia’s 
flagship Black Sea vessel amid expectations 
Moscow is shifting its focus in the war to the 
east as fierce fighting continues to batter the 
port city of Mariupol, where Ukrainian 
defenders were still holding out.

Russia’s Defense Ministry said on April 
14 that a fire on the Moskva missile cruiser 
caused ammunition to blow up, but 
Maksym Marchenko, the Ukrainian gover-

nor of the region around the Black Sea port 
of Odesa, said the ship had been hit by two 
Ukrainian-made Neptune anti-ship cruise 
missiles.

“Neptune missiles guarding the Black 
Sea caused very serious damage,” he wrote 
in a post on Telegram as the war launched 
by Russia entered its 50th day.

Ukrainian presidential adviser Oleksiy 
Arestovych said that “a surprise happened” 
with the Moskva, which was considered a 
key piece in any plans Russia may have had 
to launch an amphibious attack on Odesa.

Russia’s Defense Ministry earlier said 
the fire had been extinguished and the ves-
sel “remains afloat” with its “main missile 
armaments” unharmed, but it later said the 
ship had sunk.

There was no immediate reaction from 
Ukraine’s Defense Ministry, but Russia said 
it had evacuated the ship’s crew.

Pentagon Press Secretary John Kirby 
said the United States does not have 

Key Russian ship damaged in Black Sea  
as battle rages around Mariupol

The missile cruiser Moskva of the Black Sea Fleet is seen in Crimea’s Sevastopol Bay 
on April 10.

Krymr.org via RFE/RL

(Continued on page 19)

(Continued on page 9)A map shows the state of Russian advances around Mariupol as of April 13.
Institute for the Study of War
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The Church and the Russian war against Ukraine
Part I

by Volodymyr Moroz

Russia’s war full-scale war on Ukraine, 
launched on February 24, was the latest 
test for the faithful of the churches and for 
church leaders. It was an even greater test 
for the leaders because many of them had 
hitherto avoided recognizing Russian 
aggression against Ukraine. The following 
analysis will discuss the positions of the 
Orthodox and Catholic Churches regarding 
that aggression.

Patriarch Kirill and “The Might 
 of the Russian Warriors”

On the eve of Russia’s full-scale war 
against Ukraine, measures were being 
taken in Moscow to ideologically encourage 
Russian soldiers before sending them to 
Ukraine. In particular, as Moscow Patriarch 
Kirill (Gundyaev) of the Russian Orthodox 
Church placed a wreath on the Tomb of the 
Unknown Soldier adjacent to wall of the 
Kremlin, he said the following:

“Dear brothers, Russian soldiers. I greet 
you warmly on this day – the Day of the 
Defender of the Fatherland. This is first of 
all a remembrance of all those who gave 
their lives defending the sacred borders of 
our country. But this is also a tribute that 

we give to all those who also today are car-
rying out their military duty bravely and 
often at risk. The service of a soldier, the 
service of a defender of the Fatherland is 
always united with risks, especially those 
regarding what is most important for a 
person – health and life. We know that 
there cannot be war without sacrifices, 
and for that reason the people have and 
should always maintain special respect for 
those who voluntarily don a military uni-
form, take the oath and swear loyalty to 
the Fatherland and readiness to defend its 
sacred borders. We live in peacetime, but 
we know that threats appear in peacetime, 
too. Unfortunately, at the present moment, 
too, there exist threats –  everyone knows 
what is happening on the borders of our 
Fatherland. Therefore, I think that our mil-
itary servicemen must have no doubts 
that they have chosen a very correct path 
in their lives. Because embarking on this 
path, you are protecting the people even 
without any military action. The strength 
of the armed forces, the might of Russian 
warriors – this is already a weapon that 
protects our people.”

The next day, on February 24, the 
Russian military, which the patriarch of 
Moscow had twice demonstratively 
wished peaceful skies in his brief appeal, 
set out to occupy Ukraine. As various 
observers reported, according to Putin’s 
plans, the Russian forces were to occupy 
the country within one to four days. The 
Ukrainians apparently were supposed to 
be frightened by “the might of the Russian 
warriors.” That they were not frightened 

and mounted a spirited defense with 
heavy losses for the aggressor was a cer-
tain shock for the Russian leader. He is 
now reportedly in a command bunker in 
the Urals.

Russia is trying to hush up not only its 
losses in Ukraine, but even the fact of its 
own attack. The website of the Moscow 
Patriarchate of the Russian Orthodox 
Church is likewise silent about these 
events, although the lion’s share of its 
focus remains squarely on Ukraine, and 
faithful of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church 
of the Moscow Patriarchate are also suf-
fering in this war. But in the virtual world, 
the Russian Orthodox Church continues to 
try to construct a kind of “peaceful reality” 
of its own. It has said nothing about 
Russian aggression in Ukraine. There is 
nothing about the Russian shelling of 
Ukrainian cities, including Mariupol.

On the whole, its messages fit in with, 
and are a part of, the narrative of the 
Russian authorities on how Ukraine has 
been seized by nationalists who are 
oppressing the Ukrainian people and that 
this people, as it were, are only waiting for 
Russia to liberate them. The logic of these 
assertions are constructed entirely on the 
concept of the “Russian world.” Both 
Patriarch Kirill and Putin are staunch pro-
ponents of this idea. But the reality in 
Ukraine is different: both soldiers and the 
civilian population in Ukraine do not want 
to be ruled by Russia, and they are eager 
to meet the aggressor not with bread and 
salt, but with lethal shots and Molotov 
cocktails.

Challenges for the UOC-MP

The new stage of the Russian war 
against Ukraine has become a test of the 
loyalty to true Christian ideals for the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the Moscow 
Patriarchate (UOC-MP). For this confession, 
and for many of the leaders and represen-
tatives of the church which have for 
decades stressed their loyalty to the 
Moscow Patriarchate, and also to the 
“Russian World,” the time has come “to 
gather stones together.” Its opposition to 
the idea of the independence of the 
Orthodox Church of Ukraine (OCU), and the 
activity of persons and organizations close-
ly affiliated with Russian chauvinist circles, 
have led to the loss of many UOC-MP faith-
ful, the exodus of a part of its parishes and 
clergy, and a considerable decline of its 
authority in society.

On February 24, the day of the Russian 
attack, the UOC-MP’s official website publi-
cized the following appeal by Metropolitan 
Onufriy of the UOP-MP to the faithful and 
citizens of Ukraine:

“A misfortune has taken place. Most 
regrettably, Russia has undertaken military 
action against Ukraine, and in this fatal 
hour I appeal to you not to panic, to be cou-
rageous and exhibit love for your father-
land and to each other. First of all, I call for 
intensified repentant prayer for Ukraine, 
for our army and our people; I ask you to 
forget your mutual conflicts and misunder-
standings and unite in love for God and for 
our Fatherland. At this tragic time, we 

In rare move, Canada allocates funding for Ukraine in annual budget
by Christopher Guly

OTTAWA – While countries do not nor-
mally feature prominently in the Canadian 
government’s annual budget, this year the 
Russian invasion of Ukraine played a major 
role in the economic plan outlined on April 
7 by Finance Minister Chrystia Freeland, 
whose maternal roots are in the country 
now under siege.

“From the first day we started working 
on this budget, [a] growth agenda was 
always going to be our focus and, then, 
[Russian President] Vladimir Putin invaded 
Ukraine. On that dark morning of February 
24, a day of infamy, we woke up to a world 
utterly transformed,” she said in the House 
of Commons when presenting her second 
budget as finance minister.

“When Putin opened fire on the people 
of Ukraine, he also turned his guns on the 
unprecedented era of prosperity that the 
world’s democracies had worked so dili-
gently to build over more than 76 years. 
Our rules-based international order, built 
from the ashes of the second World War, 
today confronts the greatest threat since its 
inception, so our response has been swift 
and strong. Canada and our allies have 
imposed the toughest sanctions ever 
inflicted on a major economy,” Ms. Freeland 
said. “Russia has become an economic pari-
ah.”

Canada also significantly boosted aid to 
Ukraine in the 2022 budget, allocating 
$398 million in military equipment and up 
to $796 million in loans to the Ukrainian 
government through a new Administered 
Account for Ukraine at the International 
Monetary Fund, created in collaboration 

with the Canadian and Ukrainian govern-
ments, so that President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy’s administration can continue to 
function.

“Putin and his henchmen are war crimi-
nals,” said Ms. Freeland, who also serves as 
Canada’s deputy prime minister. “The 
world’s democracies, including our own, 
can be safe only once the Russian tyrant 
and his armies are entirely vanquished. 
That is what we are counting on the brave 
people of Ukraine to do because they are 
fighting our fight, a fight for democracy. It is 
in our own urgent national interest to 
ensure that they have the missiles and the 
money they need to win. That is what this 
budget helps to provide.”

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 
announced on April 9 that Canada would 
provide an additional $80 million in assis-
tance (for a total of $195 million to date) to 
address the refugee and humanitarian cri-
sis in Ukraine. The moves will provide 
additional emergency health services, 
including trauma care, and necessities such 
as shelter, water and food, according to a 
news release from his office.

The prime minister made the commit-
ment at the Stand Up for Ukraine online 
pledging event in Warsaw that he co-host-
ed virtually with European Commission 
President Ursula von der Leyen which 
raised $9.9 billion.

“This is a moment where the world 
needs to come together to stand up for 
Ukraine and to stand up for our values and 
principles,” Mr. Trudeau said from Ottawa 
in his closing remarks.

In her budget speech, Ms. Freeland said 
that “the convoys of Russian tanks rolling 

across Ukraine did not change the funda-
mental goal of this budget.”

“But Putin’s attack on Ukraine and that 
country’s remarkable and valiant resis-
tance has reinforced our government’s 
deepest conviction, a line that runs through 
this budget and each of the budgets that 
have preceded it, that the strength of a 
country does not come solely from the 
vastness of the reserves of its central bank 
or from the size of the force in its garri-
sons,” she said.

“Those do matter, to be sure, but they 
matter less than democracy itself,” Ms. 
Freeland said. “They can be defeated and 
they are being defeated by a people who 
are united and free, because it is the people 
who are every country’s real source of 
strength. That is true in Ukraine and it is 
true in Canada.”

At the Stand Up for Ukraine event, which 
included appearances by Mr. Zelenskyy and 
Polish President Andrzej Duda – who both 
spoke in English – Mr. Trudeau also 
announced a series of measures to make it 
easier for Ukrainians fleeing Putin’s unpro-
voked, premeditated war to come to 
Canada. Those measures include the use by 
Ukrainian refugees of targeted charter 
flights to Canada, short-term income sup-
port to ensure basic needs are met, and 
temporary hotel accommodation for up to 
two weeks.

Canadian Immigration, Refugees and 
Citizenship Minister Sean Fraser said at an 
April 9 news conference in Ottawa that 
Canada would provide Ukrainians with 
about $400 a week over six weeks once 
they arrive in Canada.

“One of the things that’s challenging, 

particularly when we look at the accommo-
dations, is the fact that it’s unclear to the 
extent to which accommodations are going 
to be needed – because we’re seeing in the 
early days a significant number of the peo-
ple who arrived in Canada have strong rela-
tionships, whether it’s family relationships, 
previous employment history, connections 
to people in Canada who have been willing 
to offer accommodations to the people 
who’ve arrived here,” he said.

The new immigration measures fold 
into a new Canada-Ukraine authorization 
for emergency travel (CUAET) program, 
which was launched in March, to accelerate 
the path to temporary residence for 
Ukrainians seeking refuge in Canada. The 
program has already approved over 30,000 
applications from Ukrainians.

“One of the things that we are doing in 
the next number of days and weeks is 
reaching [out] to everyone who’s been 
approved to come to Canada to better 
understand what their travel plans are,” Mr. 
Fraser said. “We are hearing on the ground 
that not everyone who has applied or been 
approved for travel to Canada intends to 
travel right away. Some of them have taken 
advantage of the program on a speculative 
basis almost as though it’s an insurance 
policy because they’re waiting to see what 
happens and have a desire to remain as 
close to Ukraine as possible.”

As Ms. Freeland said in the foreword to 
her budget, “the brave people of Ukraine 
have shaken the world’s older democracies 
out of our 21st century malaise. They have 
reminded us that the strength and unity of 
a country comes from the strength and 
unity of its people.”

 ANALYSIS

(Continued on page 16)

Volodymyr Moroz is a research associate 
at the Institute of Church History at the 
Ukrainian Catholic University and the edi-
tor-in-chief of Patriarkhat magazine in Lviv, 
Ukraine.
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New York Jets donate $1 million to aid Ukraine

by Ihor N. Stelmach

Suzanne Johnson’s mother, Marie, was born to 
Ukrainian immigrant parents. Her father, Stefan Ircha, 
was from Ternopil, Ukraine, and emigrated to the United 
States at age 21. She has been thinking about her late par-
ents – her mom passed away in 2012 and her father died 
in 2020 – quite often these days when watching and lis-
tening to news reports from Ukraine. 

Ms. Johnson, the wife of New York Jets owner Woody 
Johnson, admits it is very difficult to accept what’s hap-
pening in Ukraine and she desperately wants to assist 
people suffering there. She said she is “incredulous” 
about the situation there, saying it is the only word she 
could think of when asked to describe the full-scale war 
Russia launched on Ukraine on February 24.

In response, the Jets announced on April 5 that they 
were donating $1 million to aid the people of Ukraine. It 
is a donation that will be split between 10 different orga-
nizations, with each receiving $100,000.

Among the 10 groups earmarked to receive money is 
Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization in the U.S.A. They 
will receive a donation of $100,000, which will help sup-
port their ongoing humanitarian aid work. The organiza-
tion has been supplying Ukraine with first aid kits and 
medical equipment, which is urgently needed in the coun-
try.

When the Jets made the announcement, the intent was 
to choose organizations that “have boots on the ground” 
in Ukraine and have ways to immediately assist those in 
need.

Ms. Johnson, who was born in the United States, grew 
up in a Ukrainian neighborhood in New York. She has been 
a supporter of Ukrainian organizations for many years.

In an interview with the Associated Press on April 5, 
Mrs. Johnson said, “I wanted to do my part and to bring 
awareness because this is a problem that’s not going to go 
away. The money, they’re going to need for a long time for 
rebuilding and for the aid. It’s going to be there. So, I just 
hope we could start something going. The world has been 

quite generous and I just hope it continues to be that 
way.”

Andrew Kozak, chair of Plast’s national Board of 
Directors, thanked the Jets for their donation.

“The funds will be put to immediate use in the pur-
chase of critical medical supplies to treat the many heavi-
ly wounded Ukrainians,” Mr. Kozak said in his interview 
with the Associated Press. 

With the donation, Plast will purchase cutting-edge 
medical devices for use in Ukraine, including portable, 
wireless ultrasound equipment.

The Jets organization also arranged for their staff to 
donate medical supplies to help with the relief effort in 
Ukraine. The team also promised to match all donated 
supplies in an extended attempt to aid afflicted families.

“These donations will positively impact Ukrainian refu-
gees and their families with essential supplies,” Mr. 
Johnson said in a statement. “The need for resources is 
continuously growing. Our thoughts continue to be with 
the innocent lives who have been affected and all those 
who are suffering.”

Over the past six weeks, other sports organizations 
and individuals have also pledged to help with the relief 
effort. FIFA donated $1 million for humanitarian causes. 
Tennis star Roger Federer gave $500,000 for education in 
Ukraine. Various tennis governing bodies and the four 
Grand Slam tournaments donated $700,000 to aid 
humanitarian relief efforts. The owners of the National 
Football League’s (NFL’s) Washington Commanders, 
Tanya and Dan Snyder, gave $300,000 to humanitarian 
aid efforts.

“You see it in movies and you hear about it, but you 
don’t see these things unfold on your television on the 
news channels,” Ms. Johnson said.

“Now the whole world is seeing it and it’s just so crazy. 
They’ve destroyed the country and it’ll take years to 
rebuild, and it’s just so senseless that I’m at a loss for 
words. It’s heartbreaking,” she said.

Ditka proud of Ukrainian heritage

“No Ukrainian is going to take crap from the Russians,” 
said NFL Hall of Fame player and coach “Iron” Mike Ditka 
in an in-depth interview on April 1 with Michael Sneed of 
The Chicago Sun Times. “They are indestructible. They 
give everything and take nothing.”

Michael Keller Dyczko was born October 18, 1939, in 

Carnegie, Pa., a suburb of Pittsburgh. He is the son of 
Charlotte Keller and Mike Dyczko, Sr. His father was of 
Polish and Ukrainian descent. The younger Mike’s nick-
name was forged from western Pennsylvania’s steelworks 
country. His real Ukrainian surname was hard to pro-
nounce in English and was changed to Ditka from the 
original Dyczko.

Mr. Ditka has been keeping tabs on Russia’s war on 
Ukraine from his summer home in Florida.

In speaking with Mr. Sneed, Mr. Ditka said that his 
grandparents were from Ukraine and they fled their 
homeland during difficult times of Russian oppression. 
He described his Eastern European grandparents as 
“hardworking, strict, tough people.”

Having emigrated to the United States, they considered 
themselves Americans, but they never lost their strong 
work ethic and discipline in life. The elder Mr. Ditka was a 
welder and railroad laborer.

Every Sunday the family would attend a local 
Ukrainian Catholic church and Mr. Ditka’s mother, a lady 
of Irish-German descent, would cook at least one 
Ukrainian meal per week. One of his favorite Ukrainian 
meals was Ukrainian potato pancakes and dumplings.

Six years ago, in 2016, Mr. Ditka was honored at a fund-
raising event for St. Nicholas Cathedral School, an ele-
mentary school located in the heart of Chicago’s 
Ukrainian village. The, which is part of the St. Nicholas 
Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral complex, was slated for clo-
sure in 2013 and Mr. Ditka assisted in raising funds to 
keep the school open.

He gave an impassioned speech at the fundraiser, 
speaking about his Ukrainian heritage and how it taught 
him perseverance and self-discipline, which became 
trademark characteristics throughout his sports career.

It was at this event that Mr. Ditka was gifted a 
Ukrainian bulava, a traditional Ukrainian mace with the 
country’s national symbol, a trident, on one end. He 
received it as a gesture traditionally given to warriors and 
figures of authority and leadership.

Anna Cirilli, school principal at the time, recalled at the 
time Mr. Ditka’s reaction to being handed the bulava.

“I remember him swinging the bulava in the air that 
night and thinking that, if ever there was a warrior, Mike 
Ditka was one,” she told The Sun Times.

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@sfgsports.com.

Plast to receive $100,000  
for purchase of cutting-edge  

medical gear

and said it was to give me more ‘motivation.’”
The soldier then raped her twice, she said. He cut her 

face and neck with a knife, then let her go.
The next day, she and her family walked to Kharkiv, 

where she was given help.
“I am lucky to be alive,” she said.
The same day, British Ambassador to Ukraine Melinda 

Simmons posted on Twitter that rape is “a weapon of war.”
“Though we don’t yet know the full extent of its use in 

Ukraine, it’s already clear it was part of Russia’s arsenal,” 
Ms. Simmons wrote. “Women raped in front of their kids, 
girls in front of their families, as a deliberate act of subjuga-
tion.”

Russia has not responded to allegations about rape spe-
cifically. Russian officials have denied that Russian forces in 
Ukraine have targeted civilians or committed war crimes, 
but have provided little evidence to support those denials.

Shortly after the initial HRW report, HRW researcher in 
Ukraine Yulia Gorbunova told RFE/RL that she had investi-
gated two other cases of sexual violence by Russian troops 
in the Kyiv suburbs of Bucha and Brovary.

“Gathering information about such cases can take a long 
time,” Ms. Gorbunova said on April 8. “In some conflicts, it 
took months or even years before the true scale of the 
crimes became known.”

In the wake of such initial reports, a flood of similar sto-
ries of sexual violence – and allegations of many other 
atrocities – began to be documented following the Russian 
withdrawals at the beginning of this month.

Andriy Nyebytov, the head of the Kyiv regional police, 
told RFE/RL’s Current Time about a case of alleged rape in 
the Ukrainian village of Bohdanivka.

“The woman went home with her toddler son and tried 
to hide” from the Russian soldiers who had killed her hus-
band, Ms. Nyebytov said, but two of them showed up that 
evening, drunk. “And they raped her after threatening to 
shoot her son.”

“They left, but then came back three more times, raping 
her each time,” he said. “Finally, she managed to get loose 
and escape.”

At a press briefing on April 7, Oleksandr Vilkul, head of 
the Ukrainian military administration in Kryvyi Rih in the 
southern Kherson region charged that Russian soldiers 
had raped a 78-year-old woman.

In a Facebook post on April 8, the Ukrainian ombuds-
woman, Ms. Denisova, reported the alleged rape of a 
14-year-old girl by five soldiers in Bucha, adding that the 
victim had been impregnated. Ms. Denisova also reported 
that a woman in Bucha had been tied to a table and forced 
to watch as Russian soldiers raped her 11-year-old son, and 
that a 20-year-old woman in the Kyiv regional town of Irpin 
had been raped by three soldiers simultaneously.

“The level of brutality of this army of terrorists and exe-
cutioners of the Russian Federation knows no bounds,” Ms. 
Denisova wrote, calling on the United Nations to investi-
gate the alleged atrocities.

The psychologist, Ms. Levchenko, said that the number 
of rapes is probably far greater than the number that has 
been reported so far.

“It is not that women don’t want to talk about it,” Ms. 
Levchenko said. “They can’t. The shock prevents the forma-
tion of thoughts. … Such a person often cannot even report 
exactly what happened.”

She added that new cases are emerging among 
Ukrainians who have fled to Poland and are now telling 
their stories to aid workers there.

Others, aid workers say, decline to speak out for fear of 
retribution as Russia’s war against Ukraine continues in its 

second month.
“There is one woman who said directly that she does 

not want us to share her story with anyone,” said Maryna 
Lehenka, vice president of the European non-governmen-
tal organization La Strada, a platform against human traf-
ficking. “Because she is afraid, she will be found and killed. 
That’s what they told her.”

In an April 7 interview, psychologist and aid worker 
Kateryna Galyant, who created a Telegram channel where 
mental-health professionals can be connected with people 
who need help, described three purported gang rapes 
involving groups of three to five Russian soldiers in Bucha.

She said the victims told her that the perpetrators were 
drawn to residences and shelters with signs indicating that 
women or children were hiding within.

“Rape is now an instrument of war,” Ms. Galyant said. “A 
way of demonstrating strength, of terrorizing people and 
breaking them psychologically and physically.”

Ukraine’s prosecutor general, Ms. Venediktova, told 
RFE/RL’s Current Time that her office has created a work-
ing group to gather information about the alleged rapes 
and transmit it to the International Criminal Court.

“There they have opened a case against the Russian 
Federation, against the aggressor country,” she said. “This 
enables us to use this evidence not just personally against 
individual soldiers. If we are able to identify soldiers, great. 
But if we can’t identify them, we can still use this informa-
tion and evidence to confirm instances of crimes commit-
ted by the Russian Army on the territory of Ukraine.”

(Robert Coalson contributed to this report.)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted with the permis-
sion of Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut 
Ave. NW, Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see https://
www.rferl.org/a/russia-rape-ukraine-allegations-war-
crimes/31800013.html).

(Continued from page 1)

‘Part of Russia’s’...
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A highly disturbing story on the front page of this week’s issue of The Ukrainian 
Weekly alleges that Russian forces are increasing raping Ukrainian civilians, and 
that they are doing so as a way of “demonstrating strength, of terrorizing people 
and breaking them psychologically and physically,” as one psychologist and aid 
worker said in an April 7 interview.

“Rape is now an instrument of war,” Kateryna Galyant, the psychologist, said. 
We included an editorial note to caution our readers that the story contains 

descriptions of violence that are graphic and extremely disturbing. We also noted 
that we decided to publish the story because we believe the truth of what is hap-
pening in Ukraine must be told and because the world must not grow numb to the 
full scope of atrocities being committed in the country.

It is important to note that Russian war crimes occurring in Ukraine may ulti-
mately end up being much worse than initially reported. Ukraine’s Prosecutor 
General Iryna Venediktova said that alleged rape by Russian military personnel in 
Ukraine was extensive. “According to preliminary information, there have been a lot 
of rapes – an awful lot,” she said.

Ms. Venediktova said her office was gathering information about the alleged 
rapes and that it would turn any evidence over to the International Criminal Court.

“There they have opened a case against the Russian Federation, against the 
aggressor country,” she said. “This enables us to use this evidence not just personal-
ly against individual soldiers. If we are able to identify soldiers, great. But if we can’t 
identify them, we can still use this information and evidence to confirm instances of 
crimes committed by the Russian Army on the territory of Ukraine.”

The story on the front page of our newspaper also noted that Ukrainian ombuds-
woman Lyudmyla Denisova reported the alleged rape by five Russian soldiers of a 
14-year-old girl in Bucha. The girl had subsequently been impregnated. She report-
ed that a woman in Bucha had been tied to a table and forced to watch as Russian 
soldiers raped her 11-year-old son, and that three soldiers simultaneously raped a 
20-year-old woman in Irpin.

“The level of brutality of this army of terrorists and executioners of the Russian 
Federation knows no bounds,” Ms. Denisova wrote in a Facebook post on April 8. 
She called on the United Nations to investigate the alleged atrocities. And they must.

British Ambassador to Ukraine Melinda Simmons posted on Twitter that rape is 
used as “a weapon of war.” Ms. Simmons also wrote that, “Though we don’t yet 
know the full extent of its use in Ukraine, it’s already clear it was part of Russia’s 
arsenal. Women [have been] raped in front of their kids, girls in front of their fami-
lies, as a deliberate act of subjugation.”

We understand that this topic is difficult for many people to read about in great 
detail, and we are also aware that reading about such stories may be incredibly dis-
turbing to our readers. But cannot hide from the truth, and we must, as Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy has implored on countless occasions, continue to 
tell the world about the horrors being perpetrated by the Russian military in 
Ukraine.

The Ukrainian Weekly

Fifteen years ago, on April 18, 2007, Ukraine and Poland were 
announced as co-hosts of the 2012 European Soccer 
Championship, known as the Euro Cup.

It was the first time that either of the two countries hosted a 
major soccer tournament and it was seen as a major boost for 
the sport in Eastern Europe after decades of domination by 

Western European countries. It had been 31 years since any country located on lands once 
behind the Iron Curtain hosted an international soccer showpiece – the last one was Euro 
Cup 1976 in the former Yugoslavia.

The announcement for the 2012 tournament was made in Cardiff, Wales, by the Union 
of European Football Associations (UEFA), the organizing body. Other candidates included 
Italy (which was emerging from a match-fixing scandal and hooliganism during the previ-
ous year), as well as a joint bid from Croatia and Hungary.

Hosted every four years, like the larger World Cup of soccer, Ukraine saw this as an 
opportunity to build new stadiums, improve infrastructure and boost tourism.

“Together with our Polish brothers, Ukraine is inviting European football, our guests 
and friends to our home. We reassure you that our countries are ready to host the champi-
onship and will spare no effort to make it unforgettable and full of fair rivalry, joyful emo-
tions, friendship and cordiality,” stated the Press Office of the President of Ukraine.

Prior to the tournament, a bomb explosion in Dnipropetrovsk on April 27 was 
described as a terrorist attack that threatened Ukraine hosting the tournament.

Ukraine had much work to do to bring its roads and hotels up to European standards. 
At the time, based on a Michelin guide, Ukraine had only 23 kilometers of the 2,000 kilo-
meters from Gdansk, Poland, to Donetsk, Ukraine, considered a highway.

The final stage of the tournament was hosted on June 8-July 1. Spain won 4-0 against 
Italy in the championship match that was played at Olympic Stadium in Kyiv. Ukraine and 
Poland, as tournament co-hosts, were automatically qualified with 14 finalist teams from 
among 51 participating countries.

Ukraine, in Group D with Sweden, England and France, finished in third place in the 
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Turning the pages back...

by Oksana Piaseckyj

How long do we have to wait for the 
Pulitzer Prize Board to admit their mistake 
and remove the undeserved Pulitzer Prize 
awarded to Walter Duranty, a discredited 
liar who admitted that he wrote at the 
behest of Soviet leader Joseph Stalin and 
his censors, and who denied that a famine 
ravaging Ukraine – known as the 
Holodomor – was killing millions of people 
in 1932-1933?

Could there be a better time than this 
moment to push for revocation of the 
prize? It is a moment when a Stalin’s disci-
ple, Russian President Vladimir Putin, is 
besieging Ukrainian cities and orchestrat-
ing another genocide. As his military kills 
innocent orphans, children and their moth-
ers who are trying to find safety in areas 
besieged by the Russian army, Putin’s lies 
are spinning out of control. 

The Pulitzer Prize Board must be moved 
by the horrific images of atrocities being 
committed in Ukraine, and they must join 
the free world in solidarity with Ukraine. 
They could and should make a grand ges-
ture by announcing the repudiation and 
revocation of the distinguished journalistic 
prize awarded to Duranty. The U.S. 
Committee on Ukrainian Holodomor-
Genocide Awareness, a body comprised of 
internationally-recognized Holodomor 
educators and activists, demands that 
Duranty’s award be revoked now. 

In the past months, the Duranty Pulitzer 
Revocation subcommittee has been advo-
cating for the revocation of Duranty’s 
Pulitzer Prize with letters to journalists and 
historians asking them to write articles on 
how the war in Ukraine mimics Stalin’s 
effort in 1932-1933 to eradicate the 
Ukrainian nation by using Holodomor as a 
tool.

Marusia Kvit-Flynn, a member of the 
subcommittee, has written extensively on 
the topic, urging the journalists to support 
the project. She has received favorable 
responses, and we are pleased that our 
campaign has built a network of allies. We 
have also sent certified letters to President 
Lee Bollinger of Columbia University and 
the publisher of The New York Times, 
Arthur Gregg Sulzberger, as well as to the 
three co-chairs of the Pulitzer Prize Board.

We turn to all readers of The Ukrainian 
Weekly with our urgent plea and a call to 
action. Our current revocation campaign 
must be completed by the end of April, as 

the 2022 prize winners and nominated 
finalists will be announced on May 9.

We are therefore initiating a telethon call 
in and asking that Ukrainian Americans 
and Ukrainian Canadians call the Pulitzer 
Prize Board and ask to speak with Bud 
Kliment, interim administrator of the 
Pulitzer Prizes, or Joseph O. Legaspi, assis-
tant to the administrator. They can be 
reached by calling (212) 854-3841.

Individuals can also write a letter to the 
Pulitzer Prize Board and ask the organiza-
tion to revoke Duranty’s award. Individuals 
can refer to our website, www.ukraine-
genocide.com, for suggestions on what to 
include in their letter. The organization’s 
email address is pulitzer@pulitzer.org. For 
those individuals who would like to mail in 
a physical letter, the address for the Pulitzer 
Prize Board is 709 Pulitzer Hall, 2950 
Broadway, New York, N.Y., 10027.

Individuals are also kindly urged to sign 
our revocation petition. There are 2 million 
Ukrainians in the United States and we 
have collected only 7,500 signatures so far. 
We urge every Ukrainian to sign the peti-
tion, which can be found at the following 
address: http://chng.it/cwcZrpqBM8.

Finally, we have provided the following 
suggested script that individuals can use if 
they choose to call the Pulitzer Prize Board:

“I am calling to convey a message to the 
Pulitzer Prize Board. Much of Ukraine is 
being decimated by Russian President 
Vladimir Putin’s unjust, unprovoked, pre-
meditated war on the country. As a result, 
now is the time for Walter Duranty’s 
Pulitzer Prize to be revoked. Awarding the 
Pulitzer Prize to a man who suppressed the 
truth negates journalism primary obliga-
tion to the truth. Just as Putin today is lying 
about Ukraine, Duranty lied about a famine 
genocide that killed millions of Ukrainians. 
Those lies bolstered Stalin’s stature in the 
world. Duranty admitted that he catered 
his work to please Stalin. His work is not 
worthy of journalism’s highest prize. Please 
tell members of the Pulitzer Prize Board to 
revoke the award given to Duranty, who 
knowingly and blatantly lied about the 
Ukrainian famine of 1932-1933. The free 
world supports our effort to finally revoke 
Duranty’s Pulitzer Prize.

Oksana Piaseckyj is the chair of the 
Duranty Pulitzer Revocation Campaign, 
which is a project run by the U.S. Committee 
on Ukrainian Holodomor-Genocide 
Awareness.

Duranty Pulitzer revocation campaign  
urgently needs your support

(Continued on page 19)

Russia’s revolting arsenal  
of war
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by Ihor N. Stelmach

Russia’s failure to take Ukraine’s capi-
tal city of Kyiv has been labeled by the 
news media as “a defeat for the ages.” The 
seat of Ukraine’s national power was, 
without a doubt, the main prize for 
Russian President Vladimir Putin. When 
he launched his full-scale war on Ukraine 
on February 24, following several months 
of troop buildup along Ukraine’s borders, 
he ordered hundreds of helicopter-borne 
commandos to seize a barely defended 
airfield at the north of the city. Additional 
Russian forces attacked other parts of 
Ukraine, heading toward Kharkiv, the con-
tested Donbas region of the country and 
southward toward the Black Sea. Russia’s 
airborne elite “spetsnaz” (special opera-
tion) forces were tasked with sacking 
Kyiv. They proved to be not so elite and 
not so very special.

Indeed, the battle for Ukraine began 
very poorly for the invaders and it pro-
ceeded to head south. Putin and his 
troops tragically failed to achieve their 
goal of quickly crushing Ukraine’s out-
numbered and outgunned army. The 
Russians were not prepared for Ukraine’s 
strong resistance, proved incompetent at 
reacting to setbacks, could not efficiently 
combine land and air missions, underesti-
mated Ukraine’s capability of defending 
its skies and drastically mishandled ele-
mentary military functions of planning 
and implementing supply lines needed to 
fortify their soldiers.

These days Putin’s forced have left Kyiv 
for the Donbas region in an attempt to 
gain more control of eastern Ukraine. 
There remains the possibility that Putin 
may achieve some of his military goals, 
but his failure to take Kyiv will forever be 
remembered for how it challenged all 
pre-war expectations and disclosed 
shocking impotence in a military per-
ceived to be one of the most powerful in 
the world.

The morning of February 24 saw 
Russian Mi-8 assault helicopters fly 
toward Ukraine’s capital to attack 
Hostomel airfield, situated in the north-
west suburbs of Kyiv. The mission was to 
capture the airfield, also known as 
Antonov airport, and set up a Russian base 
of operations from which they would fly in 
additional troops and armored vehicles. 
Those forces would then attack the heart 
of Ukraine’s largest city.

The plan quickly went awry when 
Russian helicopters were greeted by mis-
siles before reaching Hostomel. Those 
helicopters that did make it to the airfield 
were destroyed by Ukrainian artillery fire. 
The Armed Forces of Ukraine had the 
same result in Vasylkiv, south of Kyiv, 
where Russian forces tried to gain control 
of a military base. Ukrainian resistance 
was rigid and several Russian Il-76 heavy-
duty transport planes carrying paratroop-
ers were shot down.

In time, Russian forces gained control 
of Hostomel airfield, but the strong resis-
tance Ukraine put up in the Kyiv area 
compelled the Russians to rethink their 
original invasion as it became clear that 
Ukraine would not fall quickly, the West 
would unite to support Kyiv, and Russia 
would not enjoy a cakewalk to victory.

The Hostomel mission carried out so 
poorly by the Russian 45th Guards 
Special Purpose Airborne Brigade, a 

debacle at best, would not be such head-
line material had the larger Russian mili-
tary campaign improved. But this was not 
the case. The Russian military made 
minor moves toward the center of Kyiv 
and a later attempt at surrounding the 
capital city by stretching further west also 
proved costly. The Ukrainians once again 
gave no ground, steadfastly defended 
themselves, stopping the Russians in their 
tracks. Facing heavy odds, the Ukrainians 
capitalized by using an influx of arms 
from the west, including shoulder-fired 
Stinger anti-aircraft missiles, Javelin por-
table anti-tank weapons and more.

In late March, Russian forces aban-
doned Hostomel airfield when they decid-
ed to retreat northward into Belarus and 
back to Russia.

A side story of the failure to capture 
Kyiv was the widely publicized tale of the 
Russian supply convoy that extended for 
dozens of miles on a central road leading 
into the capital city. At first viewed as bad 
news for Ukraine, the convoy was system-
atically attacked and parts of it were 
eventually destroyed while other ele-
ments of the convoy dispersed and 
retreated. The vehicles did not have much 
off-road capability and those that could 
not retreat were eliminated. As a result, 
Russian forces around Kyiv could not be 
resupplied with food and munitions, ren-
dering them useless. Ukrainians hit their 
lead vehicles and halted their movement.

The Russian military brass severely 
underestimated the number of troops 
required for the Kyiv mission. Those 
deployed into the Kyiv area proved 
unable to perform basic military respon-
sibilities. Russia’s entire military opera-
tion to take Kyiv failed.

The United States and most western 
nations were surprise by the Russian 
army’s huge shortcomings. All surmised 
that, if Russia invaded its neighbor, victo-
ry would be swift for Putin’s supposedly 
superior military forces. The educated 
prognosis was that Kyiv would fall in a 
few days and the rest of the country 
would be taken in a matter of weeks. Most 
experts did not take into consideration 
how much the Ukrainian military had 
learned from Western training they 
received following the annexation of 
Crimea in 2014 and the subsequent infil-
tration of the Donbas by the Russian mili-
tary.

One month and a day after Russia’s 
full-scale war on Ukraine began, Moscow 
announced it was turning its focus east-
ward to the Donbas region, having 
attained their objective in Kyiv. This was 
interpreted by some as perhaps a strate-
gic move by Putin to regroup and reassess 
before a second attempt to forcefully 
seize Ukraine’s capital. Nonetheless, 
Russia did retreat.

The revised plan now seems to be a 
lesser goal of strengthening Russian influ-
ence in the Donbas area, maybe forging a 
direct land route from the Donbas to 
Odesa. The catastrophic shortcoming in 
Kyiv divulged serious weaknesses which 
strongly suggest that Putin may not soon 
revisit his goal of capturing Ukraine’s cap-
ital city.  The failure of the Russian mili-
tary to take Kyiv is a huge failure and 
embarrassment for Putin and a monu-
mental victory for Ukraine’s armed forces.

by Lubomyr Luciuk

His creator made him ferocious. He was 
cast as strong and defiant, facing his foes. 
When made, he was given no name 
because, in those bygone days, anyone 
approaching him knew exactly what he 
stood for. Even in our time he remains 
known as “the king of beasts,” the lion. So, 
from whenever he first turned up in the 
King’s Town, this cast-iron creature was an 
unambiguously muscular expression of 
imperial power, an evocative symbol of the 
British Empire. Most certainly that is why 
he was planted on the Clergy Street lawn of 
Captain John Gaskin. Not only a devout 
Orangeman, that is an anti-immigrant, anti-
Catholic and anti-Jesuit bigot, Gaskin was 
also a long-serving alderman, businessman 
and even elected as the mayor of Kingston, 
Ontario. Following his death, in 1908, his 
lion was gifted to the city. Ever since, it has 
guarded the same green space that Gaskin 
helped set aside to honor his fellow 
Kingstonian: it remains known as 
Macdonald Park.

Of course, the passage of time wears 
away at statues and stories. Not surpris-
ingly, the “Gaskin Lion” (as we took to call-
ing him) was showing his age by 2010 – a 
punctured paw, rust around the edges, a 
back worn shiny by visitors’ bottoms. To 
commemorate the 100th anniversary of 
Ukrainian settlement in Kingston, we res-
urrected Gaskin’s beastie. What you can 
see on the trilingual Kingston Remembers 
plaques nearby are photographs of the 
“Gaskin Lion” taken between 1910 and 
2010. And the statue’s story is provided 
not only in English, French and Ukrainian, 
but in braille for all three languages; they 
are the only plaques of their kind in this 
world.

The other day something remarkable 
happened there. I don’t know who orga-
nized it (and I admit that I wish I’d thought 
of this), but the lion was decorated with a 
garland of paper sunflowers – the national 
flower of Ukraine – and adorned with 
stones painted in the blue and yellow col-
ors of Ukraine’s flag and positioned around 
the statue’s base. Two were marked with a 
Ukrainian tryzub (trident), while the others 
had the phrases Слава Україні! (Glory to 
Ukraine!) and Українці леви (Ukrainians 
are lions.) Watching Ukraine’s dogged 
resistance to Russia’s genocidal agenda 
confirms that Ukrainians are lions indeed. 
The world knows it. And even Putin has 
been taught this fact, the hard way.

Since Russia launched its war against 
Ukrainians, many Kingstonians have rallied 
in support of the underdog. There have 

been several well-attended demonstrations 
in front of City Hall. Funds have been raised 
for students from Ukraine studying at the 
town’s St. Lawrence College and Queen’s 
University. Recently, Mayor Bryan Paterson 
moved, and the City Council unanimously 
approved, a Ukrainian flag being unfurled 
over City Hall. It will fly “for the duration.” 
Kingston stands with Kyiv! Other citizens 
privately organized an airlift to bring 
Ukrainian children suffering from cancer to 
Toronto’s Sick Kids Hospital. And plans are 
afoot to help Ukrainian refugees resettle in 
Kingston just as my parents were offered 
asylum here, 73 years ago.

I still remember being plunked onto the 
“Gaskin Lion” to have my photograph taken 
by my father. I had no inkling that someday 
I would study the historical geography of 
Ukrainians in Kingston, or write about 
those given a chance to rebuild their lives in 
Canada following the World War II, much 
less that I would be helping another wave 
of Ukrainian victims of war, fleeing yet 
another murderous thug, at the end of my 
career. Some of these displaced persons 
will settle in our region. Eventually, I’ll 
invite them to the “Gaskin Lion” and have 
photographs taken there, confirming their 
ties to Kingston. I’m fairly certain at least 
one departed Orangeman would not be 
amused. But I don’t care. This is our lion 
now. And our city.

Those last lines may appear unforgiving, 
even harsh. But understand me – we aren’t 
calling for Gaskin’s portrait to be removed 
from City Hall, nor that he be erased from 
Kingston’s history. He was here, he believed 
what he did and we know what he was – 
amen. Instead of censuring unpalatable bits 
of history, we’d rather contribute to 
Kingston’s evolving story, shaping our 
shared future instead of wallowing in, 
much less wailing on about, an unalterable 
past. Ukrainians have lived in Kingston for 
many decades. We have seen the kind of 
city it has become. We know Canada has 
(almost always) been good. And now we 
are witnessing our fellow citizens support 
Ukraine, a nation fighting hard to secure 
the very same freedoms Canadians already 
enjoy. So, as I listen to those distant 
Ukrainians, roaring as one and defying the 
hyaena in the Kremlin, I take comfort in 
knowing my hometown stands with the 
lions. Thank you! Дякую!

Russia’s failure in Kyiv a huge loss for Putin My hometown stands with the lions of Ukraine

 COMMENTARY

Lubomyr Luciuk is a professor of politi-
cal geography at the Royal Military College 
of Canada and president of the Ukrainian 
Canadian Club of Kingston.

Gaskin Lion face, April 6.

Ukrainians are Lions, Gaskin Lion,  
April 6.

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at 
iman@sfgsports.com.
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To reportedly accomplish this, Putin appointed a new 
invasion commander – Gen. Alexander Dvornikov, who is 
known as the “Butcher of Syria” for his tactics of massive 
indiscriminate bombing of civilian targets. He commands 
the Russian southern military district that neighbors the 
Donbas, consisting of Ukraine’s contested easternmost 
regions of Luhansk and Donetsk.

Moscow has “concentrated tens of thousands of soldiers 
and a huge amount of equipment to try to strike again,” 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said, referring 
to Russian troops gathering in the eastern region of the 
Donbas and the southern parts of Ukraine.

About 65 Russian battalion tactical groups (BTG) are 
currently in Ukraine’s east and south, a senior Pentagon 
official told a press pool of reporters in Washing ton on 
April 14. More are being assembled from among the deci-
mated BTGs that were routed during the battle for Kyiv.

Russia’s pre-invasion force had about 120-130 BTGs, 
Western intelligence had ascertained.

In addition, Ukraine’s military on the 50th day of the 
invasion said that Moscow is “training additional units of 
the Northern Fleet and the 8th All Arms Military of the 
Southern Military District” for the anticipated offensive in 
the coming weeks.

“Measures are being taken to remove [weapons] from 
long-term storage at bases and warehouses,” the latest 
Ukrainian military update said as of 6 p.m. Kyiv time on 
April 14.

Satellite imagery released by Western media during the 
week also showed an airfield east of the Donbas in Russia 
with more than 30 aircraft, many of which are fighter and 
ground attack jets poised for missions.

Overhead pictures showed a column of Russian military 
equipment, some towing artillery, stretching for about 
eight miles heading for Kharkiv in a westward direction 
toward the nation’s second largest city.

To counter and meet the eastern thrust, Mr. Zelenskyy 
pleaded for more heavy weapons, including artillery, com-
bat aircraft, sophisticated air-defense systems, multiple-
launch rocket systems, tanks and other armored vehicles.

“I have no doubt about the cruel pain and damage that 

Putin can continue to inflict on Ukraine or the raw brutality 
with which Russian force is being applied,” U.S. Central 
Intelligence Agency director William Burns said on April 
14.

Stiff resistance

By all accounts, Ukraine still thwarts what advances 
Russia makes in the south and east, but to the detriment of 
damage to civilians and non-military targets, such as criti-
cal infrastructure, housing, schools and hospitals.

Ukraine’s military intelligence cited alleged intercepted 
Russian military communication saying that Putin wants to 
“raze everything to the ground” in the Donbas if progress 
isn’t made to take over the rest of the territory by May 10, a 
day after Moscow celebrates Victory in Europe day in 
World War II.

Still, Russian forces failed to advance south of Izyum in 
the southeastern Kharkiv region where the Ukrainian mili-
tary showed widely publicized images of a pontoon bridge 
being detonated as a supply convoy was crossing. That 
area is the gateway toward the Donetsk regional cities of 
Kramatorsk and Slovyansk.

Limited Ukrainian counterattacks were reported in the 
southern region of Kherson where 15 settlements had 
been liberated, said the local military administration head 
in the neighboring region of Dnipropet rovsk.

About 70 Russian servicemen were reportedly killed in 
the occupied Zapo rizhia Oblast seaside city of Melitopol 
between March 20-April 12, Ukraine’s military intelligence 
and the region’s military administration head said.

Local “partisans” were said to have carried out the 
attacks by targeting nighttime patrols using small arms 
and even knives.

Ukraine is still trying to breakthrough to Mariupol in 
that direction to reach isolated National Guard and Marine 
forces in the southeastern Donetsk regional city. 
Presidential adviser Oleksiy Arestovych said that the 36th 
Brigade of the Marines had broken through from their 
enclaves to form a single unit with the Azov Regiment of 
the National Guard in the city.

Commanders of both units later released a joint video 
announcing their successful operation.

They did admit that an unidentified number of Marines 
surrendered while breaking through. One of them is British 
citizen Aiden Aslin who enlisted with the marines in 2019. 

Russian media showed him being interrogated by a 
Russian captor and there were signs of physical trauma to 
his face as he spoke in Russian and English.

A YouTube video surfaced on April 13 showing a 
Russian- and Ukrainian-speaking interrogator asking some 
30 alleged Ukrainian marines about their ranks, duties and 
about their wounds and who treated them.

Mr. Arestovych said that about 1,000-1,500 Ukrainian 
servicemen still defend the strategic port city against more 
than 10,000 Russian soldiers.

Morale boost

The nation had reason for its spirits to be lifted when 
Putin’s top confidante in Ukraine, fugitive pro-Russian law-
maker Viktor Medvedchuk was apprehended as he was 
allegedly trying to leave his safe house in Kyiv and escape 
through the Moldovan breakaway region of Trans dniestria.

Wanted on treason charges, Mr. Med vedchuk had fled 
house arrest on February 23 on the eve of the renewed 
invasion. The Security Service of Ukraine (SBU) released 
pictures of him handcuffed and dressed in military garb 
while looking distraught and disheveled.

Putin is the godfather to his older daughter and Kremlin 
spokesman Dmitri Peskov said that, so far, the suspect is 
not a subject of any prisoner exchange talks.

A fourth prisoner exchange since February 24 took 
place this week. Five Ukrainian officers, 17 servicemen and 
eight civilians were released. Ukraine’s military didn’t say 
how many Russians were swapped during the exchange.

A fourth Russian naval vessel since the invasion began 
was put out of commission on April 13. In what is being 
described as poetical justice, Russia’s Black Sea fleet flag-
ship, the guided-missile cruiser Moskva, was damaged.

Ukrainian officials say two anti-ship Neptune rockets 
struck it. Russia’s Defense Ministry only confirmed that 
munitions aboard the 612-foot warship had exploded due 
to a fire and that 500 of its crew members were evacuated. 
The Pentagon confirmed a “huge explosion” had occurred 
aboard the ship, but it wouldn’t say what caused it. 
Moscow said it was being towed back to Crimea from the 
Black Sea.

Moskva is the same vessel that a Ukrainian coast guard 
member swore at while standing on the Black Sea Snake 

(Continued from page 1)

Kyiv braces...

(Continued on page 9)
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Island after he and other servicemen were offered a sur-
render.

Genocide

U.S. President Joe Biden described Russia’s conduct of 
war in Ukraine as “genocide” for the first time while visit-
ing Iowa during a rural infrastructure development tour of 
the country this week. 

Before boarding Air Force One, he said it is “genocide 
because it’s become clearer and clearer that Putin is just 
trying to wipe out the idea of even being Ukrainian,” 
Reuters reported.

The Verkhovna Rada also on April 14 voted overwhelm-
ingly to designate the actions of the Russian state toward 
Ukraine as an act of genocide.

Children separated from their families or deceased par-
ents are being deported to Russia and orphans are being 
put up for adoption. Russian Senator Lilia Gumerova said 
on April 13 that it was a “shame” that Ukrainian children 
from “the liberated territories” don’t speak fluent Russian.

Such forcible displacement and separation of children 
constitute acts of “genocide,” said Yale historian Timothy 
Snyder on social media.

“Separating children from their parents, deporting them 
and stripping them of their culture is genocide as defined 
by Article II Section E of the 1948 Genocide Convention,” he 
tweeted.

A report by the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) found “patterns of violent 
acts violating international human rights law (IHRL)” com-
mitted by Russian troops in Ukraine.

Compiled by three professors of international law, the 
report said that 500,000 Ukrainians have been forcibly 
deported to Russia from occupied areas. It furthermore 
said that Russia has “committed war crimes and crimes 
against humanity.”

Meanwhile, the International Criminal Court’s (ICC) 
chief prosecutor, Karim Khan, declared Ukraine a “crime 
scene” and said there are “reasonable grounds” to believe 
that war crimes have been committed in the country after 
visiting the northwestern Kyiv suburb of Bucha.

More than 400 civilian bodies have been exhumed there 
since Russia retreated on April 1. Local officials say many 
corpses have gunshot wounds to the head and at least 25 
female bodies show signs of sexual violence.

Similar scenes were discovered in the Kyiv regional 
town of Borodyanka and Irpin, as well as in settlements in 
Sumy and Chernihiv.

Three-hundred people were taken hostage on March 
4-31 in the basement of a school in the village of Yahidne in 
Chernihiv Oblast. The captives kept track of the days on a 
wall and wrote down the names of the 18 people who were 
killed. They wrote March 31 when “our [soldiers] came” to 

liberate us, authorities said.
The Ukrainian Foreign Affairs Ministry has created an 

archive to record all of the alleged Russian war crimes.  
That archive can be found at https://war.ukraine.ua/rus-
sia-war-crimes/.

Heavy weaponry

Mr. Zelenskyy pleaded for more heavy weaponry to beat 
back the Russian invasion and his U.S. counterpart partly 
answered the call with $800 million worth of additional 
military aid.

Mr. Biden said the package will offer Ukraine “new capa-
bilities” as Russia recalibrates for an offensive in the east. 
It’s part of a $2.6 billion package of aid the White House 
has approved since February 24.

The distribution of “weapons, ammunition and other 
security assistance” was to allow Ukraine to defend itself 
“as Russia prepares to intensify its attack in the Donbas 
region,” Mr. Biden said.

Howitzer artillery installations were provided, as were 
Mi-17 helicopters and 300 so-called suicide drones armed 
with anti-armor warheads.

Some of the new weapons are “tailored to the wider 
assault we expect Russia to launch in eastern Ukraine,” he 
added, the Kyiv Post reported.

Mr. Zelenskyy and his diplomats have called for a full 
ban on Russian energy resources, such as coal, natural gas 
and oil, which add billions of dollars to Moscow’s coffers 
each month.

He also asked for all willing countries to ban their ports 
to Russian vessels. 

Repatriation

The State Border Service said 870,000 Ukrainian refu-
gees have already returned to the country, with over 3 mil-
lion remaining abroad.

Kyiv Mayor Vitali Klitschko said two-thirds of the city’s 
residents who had left the capital after Russia invaded have 
returned.

However, it is too early for people who left their homes 
in Kyiv and the surrounding areas to return, Deputy 
Defense Minister Hanna Malyar said.

“It is too early to return, even to Kyiv,” she said on April 
12, as cited by Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty.

Kyiv regional Governor Oleksandr Pavlyuk suggested 
that the end of May was a more realistic time for the safe 
return of displaced people or refugees.

This week, the embassies of the European Union, 
Slovenia, Turkey, Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia returned to 
their base of diplomatic missions in Kyiv.

(Continued from page 8)
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A map of Ukraine shows the current status of Russian and Ukrainian controlled territories as of midnight Kyiv 
time on April 14.

Ukraine War Map

enough information now to confirm what caused the 
explosion on the Moskva.

U.S. national security adviser Jake Sullivan called it a 
“big blow to Russia.”

In comments to the Economic Club of Washington he 
said: “They’ve had to kind of choose between two stories,” 
he said. “One story is that it was just incompetence, and 
the other was that they came under attack, and neither is 
a particularly good outcome for them.”

Emboldened by the development, Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy again appealed for Western coun-
tries to ship more weapons to his country.

“We are not afraid of anything, because we know what 
we are fighting for,” Mr. Zelenskyy said on Twitter. “We 
have enough courage to put an end to evil. Stop feeding 
the [Russian] military machine. Help [Ukraine] with 
weapons. Then peace and good will win much faster.”

Russia accused Ukrainian forces of launching air 
strikes on the Russian region of Bryansk on April 14, 
injuring civilians. Russia’s Investigative Committee 
alleged that two Ukrainian military helicopters entered 
Russia’s air space and carried out air strikes on residen-
tial buildings in the village of Klimovo.

The National Security and Defense Council of Ukraine 
(RNBO) rejected the accusations, calling them “an attempt 
to ignite anti-Ukraine hysteria in Russia.”

In nearby Mariupol, heavy fighting was reported as 
Russia tries to seize full control of the strategic city, which 
if true would be the first city Moscow has been able to 
capture since it launched the war on February 24.

Russia has said that more than 1,000 Ukrainian 
marines surrendered over the past 36 hours, but 
Ukrainian military officials have not confirmed the 
reports, saying only that Ukrainian forces were joining up 
in the city to continue defending it.

Mariupol has emerged as a key battleground as it 
would give Russia a land corridor between separatist-
held eastern areas and the Crimea region it seized and 
annexed in 2014. It would also free up troops engaged 
there to help in a wider assault in the south and east of 
Ukraine.

As the fighting raged, Ukrainian Deputy Prime Minister 
Iryna Vereshchuk said nine humanitarian corridors had 
been agreed upon with Russia to allow for the evacuation 
of civilians from several cities, including Mariupol, on 
April 14.

Ms. Vereshchuk also said that a new prisoner swap had 
been agreed with Russia and that, in total, 30 Ukrainians 
would be going home on April 14.

Russia’s war on Ukraine has been widely criticized, 
with the international community imposing crippling 
sanctions on Moscow while at the same time isolating it 
diplomatically. U.S. President Joe Biden said on April 13 
that the conflict amounted to genocide.

Ukraine’s parliament backed a resolution on April 14 
recognizing the actions of Russian forces as genocide – 

defined by the 1948 United Nations Genocide Convention 
as crimes intended “to destroy a national, ethnic, racial or 
religious group, in whole or in part.”

The Russian Army’s actions “are not just a crime of 
aggression, but [they] pursue the goal of the systematic 
and consistent destruction of the Ukrainian people,” the 
text of the resolution said.

Irish Foreign Affairs Minister Simon Coveney was visit-
ing Kyiv on April 14 to focus on how Dublin can continue 
to provide political, security and humanitarian support to 
Ukraine, assist Kyiv in its application for European Union 
candidate status, take forward further EU sanctions on 
Russia, and “hold Russia to account for its brutal and 
unjustified invasion.”

The war has also raised security concerns in other 
countries in Europe, with Sweden and Finland saying on 
April 13 that it could be only a matter of weeks before 
they apply to join the NATO security alliance.

Dmitry Medvedev, deputy chairman of Russia’s 
Security Council and one of President Vladimir Putin’s 
closest allies, warned on April 14 that such a move by the 
two Nordic countries would end the concept of a “nucle-
ar-free” Baltic region.

(With reporting by Reuters, CNN and AFP)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted with the permis-
sion of Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut 
Ave. NW, Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see https://
w w w. r fe r l . o rg / a / m o s k v a - m i s s i l e - c r u i s e r- d a m -
aged/31802678.html).

(Continued from page 3)
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village off the face of the earth,” she said. 
“There were many dead and injured. We 
knew we had to get out.”

They were brought to one of the make-
shift refugee centers that Mykolaiv, itself 
under Russian assault, has organized to 
look after thousands of people who have 
fled their homes in the region since it came 
under attack the first day that Russia 
launched its unprovoked and premeditated 
full-scale war on Ukraine on February 24.

The building housing them is a school 
that previously catered to 600 pupils with 
heart conditions from the region. The 
pupils, ages 6 to 18, stayed and received 
medical treatment.

The school’s head teacher, Halyna 
Makarova, volunteered to run the new refu-
gee center.

“The city government and ordinary peo-
ple have been extremely generous in help-
ing out,” Ms. Makarova said. “Some of the 
refugees arrived with only the clothes they 
were wearing and we have received dona-
tions of clothing and shoes to provide for 
everyone staying here or who have passed 
through on their way to towns further west 
in Ukraine.”

Since the weekend of April 2-3, Mykolaiv 
has experienced an increase in Russian 
shelling and missile attacks, including from 

Russian cluster munitions, which scatter 
from a height some 52 bomblets, necessari-
ly indiscriminately.

On April 4, three salvoes of cluster muni-
tions were fired at different times during 
the day. They killed at least 10 people, 
including a child, and injured around 60 
others.

Ms. Makarova said some of those muni-
tions fell not far from the school.

“Imagine how people who thought they 
had escaped from a nightmare found them-
selves back in the horror,” she said. 
“Nobody has asked to leave, but everyone is 
worried for their children.”

On April 4, businessman Viktor Drobot, 
dressed in a territorial defense uniform and 
shouldering a short-barreled version of a 
Kalashnikov machine gun, drove a van and 
trailer full of food supplies he had bought 
himself to the refugee center.

Mr. Drobot is one of a huge number of 
Ukrainians who have dedicated themselves 
to helping their country fight against the 
Russians in any way they can. In March, he 
opened the doors of his Astoria Hotel to 
refugees from the neighboring region of 
Kherson when it was overrun by Russian 
forces.

Some of the refugees used his hotel as a 
staging point along their journey to west-
ern Ukraine, which is regarded as a rela-
tively safe area.

But some 35 people – men and women – 
have stayed to help other refugees or they 

have signed up with the territorial defense 
forces.

Mr. Drobot and his daughter have a large, 
modern dental clinic that now provides free 
services to anyone who needs them. He also 
runs the city’s largest architectural and con-
struction design company that now helps to 
defend Mykolaiv in various ways.

The Russian military needs the port city 
as a gateway for an attack on Ukraine’s 
largest and most important Black Sea port, 
Odesa, some 80 miles to the west.

A large battle has raged to the south, 
east and north of Mykolaiv for a week as 
Russian tanks and other armor have tried 
to punch through Ukrainian defenses.

Ukrainian military and city authorities 
told this correspondent that they expect 
Russian forces to make a concerted attack 
on the city in order to take Mykolaiv by 
mid- to late-April.

They attribute the increased artillery 

and missile attacks to Russian efforts to 
break the will of Mykolaiv’s inhabitants to 
continue to resist the Russian army.

“Everyone needs to help in any way they 
can, and so many people have been doing 
that,” Mr. Drobot said. “The regular and ter-
ritorial forces defending the city are heroes, 
but I also think that everyone who has 
remained here is a hero.”

Natalia and Mykola Pron and their five 
children, aged between 10 and 22, arrived 
last week from their village of Nova 
Hryhorivka. The village has been pum-
meled by Russian forces for weeks.

“Until the war started, we didn’t believe 
anything would happen. What did we do 
that Russia attacked us? Why are they kill-
ing us? They said they were coming to lib-
erate us,” Ms. Pron said. “Everything was 
fine before they came. We don’t need liber-
ation. Let them free themselves from the 
monsters who control them!”

(Continued from page 1)

Mykolaiv...

Mykola Pron (left) and his wife, Natalia (right), huddle with three of their five chil-
dren in Mykolaiv after leaving their village of Nova Hryhorivka, which has been 

pummeled by Russian forces.

Askold Krushelnycky

Businessman Viktor Drobot (left), who now serves with a territorial defense unit in 
Ukraine, and refugee center director Halyna Makarova have dedicated themselves to 

fighting against Russia in any way they can.

Askold Krushelnycky
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Church hosts Boy Scouts of America districts for prayer service dedicated to Ukraine
by Joe Shatynski

HILLSIDE, N.J. – The Immaculate 
Conception Ukrainian Catholic Church in 
Hillside, N.J., was blessed and honored to 
welcome over 35 members of the Boy 
Scouts of America (BSA), among them 
youth and adult leaders from the organi-
zation’s Patriots’ Path Council, for a prayer 
service for Ukraine during a Divine 
Liturgy at the church on March 13.

Scouts from the Pioneer, Skylands and 
Fishawack Districts of Patriots’ Path 
Council in New Jersey attended. They rep-
resented Boy Scout troops from the New 
Jersey towns of Elizabeth, Cranford, 
Westfield, Summit, Scotch Plains, Rahway, 
Sparta, Byram and Parsippany.

Several Scout executives were also in 
attendance, among them National 
Committee member Deb Reidmiller, 
Council Executive Vice President Bob 
Brady, Deputy Scout Executive Jason 
Dugan, Pioneer District Chair Terence 
Dwyer and Patriots’  Path Council 
Executive Board member ande Pioneer 

District Religious Emblems Coordinator 
Jim Agar.

Before the Divine Liturgy began, the 
Scouts and the congregation sang “God 
Bless America.” The song, which is deeply 
moving from a spiritual and patriotic per-
spective, also has ties to the Scouting 
movement. Irving Berlin, the song’s com-
poser, and his wife loved the Boy Scouts of 
America and Girl Scouts of the United 
States of America. They donated all of the 
royalties from this song to both organiza-
tions.

A very moving flag ceremony was per-
formed with the American, Ukrainian and 
Vatican flags, while several troop flags 
remained posted nearby. The Ukrainian 
national anthem and the Star-Spangled 
Banner were also sung.

Scouts Nicholas Shatynski read the 
Troparion and Kontakion, Arthur Hrycak 
read the Prokimenon and Brianna Brady 
read the Epistle.

Father Vasyl Vladyka tailored the ser-
mon to the Scouts. Father Vasyl gave 
examples of how the Scouts were truly liv- ing the Scout Oath and were role models 

in their communities. Father Vasyl also 
explained the similarities and differences 
between the Ukrainian Catholic and the 
Roman Catholic rites.

The BSA scouts joined parishioners in 
singing “Страдальна Мати” (“The 
Mournful Mother”) during Communion. 
This solemn and somber song portrays 
how the Blessed Mother felt while she saw 
her son Jesus on the cross. This song also 
evoked great emotion as the BSA and 
scouts and parishioners reflected on how 
the mothers in Ukraine today mourn the 
loss of their sons and daughters in this 
unjust war, though they are filled with 
faith and devotion to God and their coun-
try.

After the Divine Liturgy, as is custom-
ary during Lent, the parish held a service 
during which Father Vasyl read each of the 
individual names of the deceased that are 
in the “Scroll Book of the Departed.”

The Scouts added individual names of 
their deceased loved ones to a list, which 
Fr. Vasyl also read in order to remember 
those who have died in Ukraine as a result 
of the current war.

Additionally, the parish added Irving 
Berlin’s name to the list in appreciation of 
all that he did for scouting and to bring 
unity and patriotism to the United States. 
Mr. Berlin’s song is a gift that continues to 
inspire people year after year, decade after 

decade, generations of Americans. 
St. John Chrysostom reminded the 

faithful about the importance of praying 
for the deceased.

“Let us assist them according to our 
power. Let us think of some advantage for 
them, small though it be, but let us assist 
them. How and in what way? By praying 
for them, by asking others to pray for 
them, and by constantly giving alms to the 
poor in their behalf,” he said.

The scouts helped the deceased by 
praying for the repose of their souls and 
they also gave alms to the poor on their 
behalf by collecting and donating funds 
for the suffering in Ukraine. By their 
actions, these scouts truly shined as lead-
ers and role models.

A short talk about Plast Ukrainian 
Scouting Organization was also held in the 
church basement. Refreshments were also 
served. Plast was founded in 1911 in Lviv, 
Ukraine, as the Ukrainian Scouting 
Organization. In the United States, branch-
es of Plast exist throughout the country, 
but they are particularly well represtented 
in communities with large numbers of 
Ukrainian Americans.

With their presence and participation, 
the BSA scouts provided the parish in 
Hillside, N.J., and all of those suffering in 
Ukraine with a special gift. For that, the 
people of this parish will be eternally 
grateful to them.

 COMMUNITY CHRONICLE

Shevchenko Scientific Society in the U.S.  
announces new fundraising effort for Ukraine 

Shevchenko Scientific Society

NEW YORK – The Shevchenko 
Scientific Society in the United States 
announced the creation of  the 
Shevchenko Emergency Fund, which will 
be used to support scholars, writers and 
artists who have been affected by the 
launch of Russia’s full-scale war against 
Ukraine.

Money raised for the fund, which was 
announced on March 29, will support the 
creation of two residential and non-resi-
dential fellowships.

Residential fellowships will be award-
ed to Ukrainian scholars, writers and art-
ists residing in the United States who 
have been affected by the war and need 
support to continue their work. 
Recipients of these awards will also 
work on projects for the Shevchenko 
Scientific Society.

Non-residential fellowships will be 
awarded to scholars, writers and artists 
located in Ukraine who need support in 
order to continue their work.

The goal of this fund-raising campaign 

is to raise over $100,000 to provide 
approximately 20 stipends for colleagues 
affected by the war. Individuals can help 
preserve Ukraine’s intellectual and cul-
tural potential by donating to the 
Shevchenko Emergency Fund.

The creation of the fund comes after 
Russia launched its full-scale war on 
Ukraine on February 24 and began to 
bomb civilians throughout the country. 
Millions of people have been forced to 
flee their homes. Some have left Ukraine 
entirely, while others have chosen to stay. 
Ukraine’s scholars, writers and artists 
need support to continue their work.

Donations to the fund can be made via 
PayPal by scanning a QR code with the 
camera application on a mobile phone. 
The code can be found on the organiza-
tion’s website, https://shevchenko.org/.  
Individuals can also donate by mailing a 
check with “Shevchenko Emergency 
Fund” in the memo line to the following 
address: Shevchenko Scientific Society, 
Inc., Attention: Shevchenko Emergency 
Fund, 63 4th Avenue, New York, N.Y. 
10003.

Youth and adult leaders from the Boy Scouts of America’s Patriots’ Path Council, 
took part in a prayer service for Ukraine during a Divine Liturgy on March 13. The 
service was led by Father Vasyl Vladyka, pastor of Immaculate Conception Ukrainian 

Catholic Church in Hillside, N.J.

Joe Shatynski

Orest Hrycak speaks with members of the Boy Scouts of America about Plast 
Ukrainian Scouting Organization in the U.S. in the basement of Immaculate 
Conception Ukrainian Catholic Church in Hillside, N.J., following a Divine Liturgy 

for the people of Ukraine.

Father Vasyl Vladyka, the pastor of Immaculate Conception Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in Hillside, N.J., led a service on March 13 during which he read the names of 
individuals who have died in Ukraine. The reading was requested by members of the 

Boy Scouts of America and parishioners of the church.
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Shevchenko Scientific Society

NEW YORK – The Shevchenko Scientific 
Society in the United States (NTSh-A) will 
host an eight-hour webinar on Zoom on 
April 29. The webinar will feature mini-
lectures by NTSh-A members and guests 
who have agreed to share their scholarly 
expertise or experience as activists. The 
webinar, titled the “Shevchenko Expertise-
a-thon for Ukraine,” will run from 9 a.m.-5 
p.m. Eastern Time.

The purpose of the webinar is three-
fold: it aims to unite the Ukrainian com-
munity in a common purpose of sharing 
knowledge, to elevate Ukrainian voices 
and expertise and to raise money for the 
Shevchenko Emergency Fund. The fund 
will be used to benefit Ukrainian scholars, 
writers and artists affected by the war.

The Expertise-a-thon will be organized 
into one-hour thematic segments and will 
include presentations on Ukrainian cul-

ture, history, politics, medicine and sci-
ence, as well as humanitarian relief, schol-
ar rescue initiatives and cultural heritage 
preservation in wartime. Presentations 
will be in English. The event is free and 
open to the public with a suggested dona-
tion of $50 to the Shevchenko Emergency 
Fund (https://shevchenko.org/news-
events/news/announcing-the-shevchen-
ko-emergency-fund/).

The event promises to be the largest 
scholarly gathering featuring NTSh-A 
members in many years. The Shevchenko 
Scientific Society in the U.S. welcomes 
guests to attend the special event to sup-
port Ukraine and preserve its cultural and 
intellectual potential.

For more information, readers may 
v i s i t  w w w. s h e vc h e n k o . o r g .  T h e 
Shevchenko Scientific Society, Inc., is tax 
exempt 501(c)(3) organization. Receipts 
will be provided for all donations to the 
Society.

Shevchenko Scientific Society in U.S. to host 
“Expertise-a-thon for Ukraine” fundraiser
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13 in response to a statement by U.S. 
President Joe Biden accusing Russian 
President Vladimir Putin of genocide in the 
face of atrocities in Ukraine. “We consider 
attempts to twist the situation in this way 
unacceptable,” spokesman Dmitry Peskov 
said, according to Interfax. “Even more, as 
we have already said, it is hardly acceptable 
for the president of the United States of 
America.” Mr. Biden’s comments came days 
after images of the bodies of civilians 
strewn in the streets of the Ukrainian town 
of Bucha on the outskirts of Kyiv caused 
shock around the world. Other towns have 
since reported similar findings after the 
withdrawal of Russian troops. The Kyiv dis-
trict police chief said 720 bodies had been 
found in the region around the capital from 
where Russian forces had retreated, and 

more than 200 people are missing. Some of 
the bodies found had their hands tied 
behind their back and some were appar-
ently shot at close range. International 
Criminal Court prosecutor Karim Khan said 
after visiting Bucha on April 13 that 
Ukraine was a “crime scene” and this was 
within the court’s jurisdiction. “We have to 
pierce the fog of war to get to the truth,” Mr. 
Khan said on Twitter. (RFE/RL, with 
reporting by Interfax, Reuters, AP and dpa)

New package of U.S. military aid

U.S. President Joe Biden has approved 
$800 million in new military assistance for 
Ukraine to fight Russia, including helicop-
ters, artillery, ammunition and other weap-
ons. Mr. Biden announced the new package 
of aid on April 13 after a call with Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy. “This new 
package of assistance will contain many of 
the highly effective weapons systems we 
have already provided and new capabilities 

tailored to the wider assault we expect 
Russia to launch in eastern Ukraine,” Mr. 
Biden said in a statement. The United 
States will continue to facilitate the transfer 
of weapons from allies and partners 
around the world. The supply of weapons 
from the United States and other countries 
has been critical in sustaining Ukraine’s 
fight against the Russian invasion, Mr. 
Biden said. It helped ensure that Russian 
President Vladimir Putin failed in his initial 
war aims to conquer and control Ukraine, 
he added. “We cannot rest now. As I 
assured President Zelenskyy, the American 
people will continue to stand with the 
brave Ukrainian people in their fight for 
freedom,” he said. (RFE/RL)

Presidents visit Kyiv, meet with Zelenskyy

The presidents of Poland and all three 
Baltic states visited the town of 
Borodyanka, northwest of Kyiv, on April 13 
in a show of support for Ukraine. 
Lithuanian President Gitanas Nauseda said 
the town was “permeated with pain and 
suffering” after civilians were murdered 
and tortured there and residential homes 
and other civilian infrastructure were 
bombed. “It is hard to believe that such war 
atrocities could be perpetrated in 21st-cen-
tury Europe, but that is the reality. This is a 
war we must win,” Mr. Nauseda said in a 
statement. Mr. Nauseda also posted a photo 
of all four presidents with Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy. “We will 
continue advocating for Ukraine’s member-
ship in the European Union & helping this 
heroic nation overcome the horrors of war,” 
Mr. Nauseda said on Twitter. “Unity is our 
strength. We will stand with #Ukraine until 
victory.” Poland announced earlier that Mr. 
Nauseda and his fellow heads of state – 
Polish President Andrzej Duda, Estonia’s 
Alar Karis and Latvia’s Egils Levits – met in 
the Polish city of Rzeszow near the Ukraine 
border before boarding a train for Kyiv. The 
goal is to show support to Mr. Zelenskyy 
“and the defenders of Ukraine in a decisive 
moment for this country,” Polish presiden-
tial adviser Jakub Kumoch said in a state-
ment. The visits of the leaders of Poland, 
Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia come a day 
after Russian President Vladimir Putin 
vowed to continue his bloody offensive. All 
four countries worry they may face Russian 
attack in the future if Ukraine falls. Ukraine 
on April 12 rejected a visit from the leader 
of another NATO country. German 
President Frank-Walter Steinmeier said he 
had planned to go on to Ukraine but was 
turned down. “I was prepared to do this, 
but apparently, and I must take note of this, 
this was not wanted in Kyiv,” he told report-
ers. Mr. Steinmeier, a former foreign affairs 
minister, is facing criticism for his detente 
policy toward Moscow, which he has since 
admitted was a mistake. (RFE/RL, with 
reporting by AFP and Reuters)

Russia rejects Medvedchuk prisoner swap

The Kremlin has rejected Kyiv’s offer to 
swap arrested pro-Russian Ukrainian poli-
tician Viktor Medvedchuk for Ukrainian 
soldiers captured by Russian troops during 
Moscow’s ongoing unprovoked invasion of 

Ukraine. Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy said late on April 12 that Mr. 
Medvedchuk was apprehended while try-
ing to flee Ukraine in a military uniform. Mr. 
Zelenskyy, who posted a photo of Mr. 
Medvedchuk with his hands cuffed on 
social media, proposed swapping Mr. 
Medvedchuk for prisoners of war. In an 
address early on April 13, he said it was 
important for security and military forces 
to consider such a possibility. Kremlin 
spokesman Dmitry Peskov told reporters 
on April 13 that “[Mr.] Medvedchuk is not a 
Russian citizen and has nothing to do with 
the special military operation [in Ukraine].” 
“We do not know at all if he wants Russia’s 
involvement in resolving this libelous situa-
tion he faces,” Mr. Peskov said, adding that 
Russia will continue following the situation 
around Mr. Medvedchuk. According to Mr. 
Peskov, Mr. Medvedchuk’s arrest and the 
criminal cases launched against him are 
politically motivated. Mr. Medvedchuk 
planned to escape Ukraine by secretly 
crossing into the Transdniester region of 
Moldova, but his plan was foiled, the head 
of the Ukrainian Security Service (SBU) 
said on April 13. Russian Federal Security 
Service (FSB) agents were waiting for Mr. 
Medvedchuk in Transdniester to take him 
to Moscow, but he was instead arrested in 
Kyiv region on his way to the border, the 
head of the SBU said. Mr. Medvedchuk, who 
led the Opposition Platform – For Life 
party, which advocated closer ties with 
Russia, was arrested last year on charges of 
treason and financing terrorism. The 
67-year-old Medvedchuk denies the charg-
es and calls them politically motivated. Mr. 
Medvedchuk, who owns energy assets in 
Russia, is one of Ukraine’s wealthiest indi-
viduals with a fortune estimated in the 
hundreds of millions of dollars. On April 13, 
Britain placed sanctions on Mr. 
Medvedchuk and several Russian citizens 
over Russia’s war on Ukraine. Ukraine 
placed sanctions on Mr. Medvedchuk in 
February 2021, freezing his assets and it 
took three television stations off the air 
that it said belonged to him and had been 
promoting Russian propaganda. He was 
later charged and put under 24-hour house 
arrest pending trial. However, the judge in 
the case allowed Mr. Medvedchuk to be 
released from house arrest by posting bail. 
Mr. Medvedchuk was hit by sanctions by 
the United States in 2014 for undermining 
democracy in Ukraine. (RFE/RL, with 
reporting by TASS and Interfax)

U.N. says war threatens poor countries

Russia’s war on Ukraine threatens to 
devastate the economies of many develop-
ing countries that are now facing even 
higher food and energy costs and increas-
ingly difficult financial conditions, a United 
Nations task force has warned. U.N. 
Secretary General Antonio Guterres 
released the report on April 13, saying that 
the war was “supercharging” a crisis in 
food, energy and finance in poorer coun-
tries that were already struggling to deal 
with the COVID-19 pandemic, climate 
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change and a lack of access to adequate 
funding for economic recovery. “We are 
now facing a perfect storm that threatens 
to devastate the economies of many devel-
oping countries,” Mr. Guterres told report-
ers. “As many as 1.7 billion people – one-
third of whom are already living in poverty 
– are now highly exposed to disruptions in 
food, energy and finance systems that are 
triggering increases in poverty and hunger.” 
Mr. Guterres also cited the fact that 36 
countries import more than half of their 
wheat from Russia and Ukraine. Rising food 
and energy prices, coming on top of the 
crushing debts of many poor countries, 
could lead to social and political instability, 
Mr. Guterres added. He called for an imme-
diate end to the war in Ukraine, the lifting 
of export restrictions, investment in renew-
able energies and financial support for 
developing countries. Rebeca Grynspan, 
secretary general of the U.N. agency pro-
moting trade and development who coordi-
nated the task force, said those people live 
in 107 countries that have “severe expo-
sure” to at least one dimension of the crisis 
– rising food prices, increasing energy price 
or tightening financial conditions. The 
report says 69 of the countries, with a pop-
ulation of 1.2 billion people, face a “perfect 

storm” and are severely or significantly 
exposed to all three crises. They include 25 
countries in Africa, 25 in Asia and the 
Pacific and 19 in Latin America and the 
Caribbean. Russia is also the world’s top 
natural-gas exporter and second-largest oil 
exporter, and Russia and neighboring 
Belarus export about 20 percent of the 
world’s fertilizers. Mr. Guterres said oil 
prices had increased by more than 60 per-
cent over the past year, gas prices had 
jumped 50 percent in recent months and 
fertilizer prices had doubled. The task force 
calls on countries to ensure a steady flow of 
food and fertilizer through open markets, 
lift export restrictions and direct surpluses 
and reserves to those in need. Mr. Guterres 
said this would help keep a lid on food pric-
es and calm volatility in food markets. On 
energy, the task force urged governments 
to refrain from hoarding, immediately 
release strategic petroleum stockpiles and 
additional reserves and reduce the use of 
wheat for biofuels. Mr. Guterres urged 
countries to use the crisis as an opportuni-
ty to accelerate the transition to renewable 
energy. On finance, the task force issued “an 
urgent call for prompt and swift action 
from the international community” to help 
developing countries avoid another decade 
of lost economic development, “a general-
ized debt crisis and social and political 
instability.” (RFE/RL, with reporting by AP 
and dpa)

(Continued from page 14)
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Don Bohdan Wynnyczok
born in Terebowlia, Ukraine on 2 January 1941—passed away 

7 December 2020 of natural causes.  A Ukrainian Catholic Mass 
and panakhyda were delivered 18 December 2020 to recognize 
his faith. Burial-inurnment will be at Arlington National Cemetery 

on 26 April 2022 at 11:00 AM.
Don was a US Navy Officer; Central Intelligence 

Agency (CIA) Intelligence Officer—paramilitary and 
operations; lobbyist for Ukraine; Security Director 
for the US Senate Intelligence Committee (SSCI); 
businessman; Office Director in Kyiv, Ukraine for the 
International Executive Service Corps (IESC); and US 
Department of State Security Officer.  A gifted historian 
and political scientist, his avocations and hobbies 
were current events, fine food and wine (a Chaîne des 
Rôtisseurs member and sommelier), creative cooking, 
adventure, travel (over 90 countries), home design, 
hunting, ballroom dancing, philately, numismatics, 

and chess.  He was a most loving, beloved, and devoted husband to Martha-
Jean (MJ) for over 44 years, son, brother, nephew, cousin, and uncle, and the 
life of any gathering of friends and family.  An extrovert with a genuine sense 
for people, his friendship and smile were infectious.  

Don escaped the Soviets with family at age two, 
traveling ever west from Ukraine to Germany’s US 
sector, and arrived in the United States at age nine in 
1949.  Spending the war years fleeing Eastern Europe, 
Don remembered trekking west through Slovakia, 
Hungary, and Austria in a European horse-drawn 
“wagon train.” They continued by foot when the Nazis 
took their horses, surviving only on cherries, then corn, 
then cheese, and living in a work camp in Rosenheim, 
Germany, near Munich.  After US Forces arrived, he 
remembered his chore churning cream to butter, his 
first orange, his exciting box of Crayola crayons, and playing with his shiny new 
cycle wheel. Distant relatives sponsored the family’s 1949 arrival to America 
and Cohoes, NY.  Saints Peter and Paul and La Salle Institute provided English 
language and academic foundations.  In Phoenix, Arizona, Don graduated St. 
Mary’s High (1959) and Arizona State University (1964) earning his degree in 
history and English literature and pledging Delta Sigma Phi.  

Summer 1964 he joined the US Navy; was commissioned an Ensign and rose 
to First Lieutenant.  A proud, grateful American, he volunteered for Vietnam 
at war height to defend his US homeland.  He eagerly attended flight school 
and was assigned to the USS Whitfield County, LST 1169, supporting the 
9th Infantry Division (little green boats) and SEALs in the Mekong Delta and 
Marines at the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ).  On ship-watch in Danang Harbor, 
he experienced the Tet ‘68 offensive.  He was awarded two Bronze Stars, the 
National Defense Service Medal, and the Vietnam Campaign Medal. 

 A civilian in late 1968, CIA recruited him to redeploy to Vietnam for three 
eventful years. He quickly developed a love for Vietnam, its food, and local 
people, boasting of being Godfather to the Buddhist baby of his Vietnamese 
counterpart. At CIA Don met MJ on the “Ides of March” 1975 and 15 months 
later married (1976) immediately upon her return from Europe.  

Other open doors (1979) led him to be Director/Ukrainian National 
Information Service (UNIS), Washington DC, lobbying for America’s Ukrainian 
diaspora with the US Congress, the White House, and US Department of State. 
He facilitated the meeting of Ukrainian dissident Valentyn Moroz with President 
Jimmy Carter’s National Intelligence Advisor Brzezinski at the White House.

 With Senator Goldwater as Chairman/Senate Select Committee on 
Intelligence (SSCI) Don landed the Security Director position.  The Republican’s 
Senate loss and dissolution of the Soviet empire presented unique opportunity 
to leverage his ethnic and cultural background, native language skill, and 
lifelong regional history study. He consulted business entities on potential 
commerce in Ukraine, finally independent of Soviet domination.

 In 1991 his expert ground truth of Ukraine attracted IESC leadership 
to recruit him to open its first office in Ukraine’s capital, Kyiv.  He hired and 
inspired a local staff, identified industries with potential for world markets, and 
teamed US business leaders to coach Ukrainian industrialists.  He was able to 
reconnect with his Ukrainian family and roots and became Godfather once 
again, then for the baby of a prominent business executive.  In 2016 he and 
MJ returned to visit family and thank his 94-year-old Uncle Franjo Sawchuk for 
taking the family by wagon to the Ukraine-Czechoslovak border to begin the 
trek west that, as Don said, gave him the life he cherished in America.  

 A highlight of Don and MJ’s years together was the three they lived in 
Mexico City, Mexico, in the late 1990’s.  Together they explored that country’s 
regional culture, food, customs, history, and social dynamics to a level that 
amazed their Mexican friends.   

On return Don joined US Department of State/Diplomatic Security with 
responsibility for physical security of US diplomatic facilities in Latin America, 
the Middle East, and Asia. He retired from State Department spring 2009.

Survivors are Don’s wife MJ; Aunt Philia (now deceased) and cousins Zenon 
and Andre Lebed in Toronto, Canada; extended Wynnyczok and Sawchuk 
family in Ukraine; sister; sister-in-law, brother-in-law, and three nephews; and 
families related to each.  Home was Washington, DC and Northern Virginia, 
and since 2019 Williamsburg, Virginia.

In lieu of flowers, Don would be honored by donations to United Help 
Ukraine: www.unitedhelpukraine.org or US/UKR FOUNDATION: https://
usukraine.org  

and airborne radars as well as airborne 
early-warning and control system (AWACS) 
planes. Moreover, it reportedly has the 
range to disrupt low-Earth-orbit satellites 
and can cause permanent damage to tar-
geted radio-electronic devices. Part of this 
EW complex (allegedly a command post) 
was captured by the AFU on March 22 (The 
War Zone, March 22). All of this seized 
equipment could be transferred to 
Ukraine’s Western allies for further 
research and reverse engineering.

Despite the wide array of EW stations 
deployed as part of its large-scale re-inva-
sion of Ukraine, the Russian military seems 
to have had few if any recorded successes 
in their use so far. One of the possible rea-
sons may be that these EW complexes 
could interfere with the operation of their 
own radars installed on planes and air-
defense systems as well as the Russians’ 
(already known to be problematic) com-
munications systems. As the war has made 
apparent, Russian soldiers generally use 
low-quality, non-secure radio stations or 
even cell phones in Ukraine, which are rel-
atively easy to scramble and intercept – 
even using non-military equipment 
(Twitter.com/mil_in_ua, February 27; 
Twitter.com/radio_research, March 2; 
Rusi.org, March 9; The Economist, March 
28). Finally, the Russian Armed Forces 
have not experienced dynamic combat 
against a capable or near-peer adversary 
for a long time, engaging in only limited 
operations in the Donbas and against 
under-equipped militant groups in Syria. 
Combined with the low morale of the 
Russian troops in Ukraine, this lack of 
experience likely significantly lowered the 
potential reach and effectiveness of their 
EW units.

Such problems may explain the sudden 
observed replacement of the Russian forc-
es’ communications systems with more 
secure technologies. Reportedly, some 
Airborne Troops (Vozdushno-Desantnye 
Voyska – VDV) now employ Auriga 1.2V 
two-way satellite ground stations (Twitter.
com/1244_Dervish, March 28). The highly 

portable and autonomously capable Auriga 
1.2V system utilizes very-small-aperture 
terminal (VSAT) technology and can work 
in severe environmental conditions, includ-
ing difficult weather or in mountainous ter-
rain. It can be set up by one person in 10 
minutes. The Auriga 1.2V is used for text 
and digital messages but also allows for 
secure voice communications with coun-
terparts located anywhere in the world. 
Among the newest Russian communication 
systems, it was deployed to the Central 
Military District in 2019 and was notably 
tested during the Tsentr (Center) 2019 mil-
itary exercise (Mil.ru, August 14, 2019). 
Because of the limited number of these 
complexes, they probably were deployed 
only to the most capable elite forces operat-
ing in Ukraine, such as the VDV. In heavy 
clashes following the Russians’ retreat from 
the Kyiv region, at least one Auriga 1.2V 
station was reportedly captured by 
Ukrainian soldiers (Facebook.com/
GeneralStaff.ua, April 2).

Since February 24, no significant evi-
dence has come to light of the Russian forc-
es using EW for psychological operations 
(psy-ops). This is in contrast to joint 
Russian-proxy groups engaging in precisely 
such methods along the line of control in 
the Donbas in years past. Partly this may be 
because such tactics have long ago lost 
much of their psychological impact against 
experienced Ukrainian service members 
(see EDM, November 5, 2018, and March 
17, 2020). Some reports from temporarily 
occupied Ukrainian cities mentioned inci-
dents of local mobile networks or internet 
connections being suppressed, but those 
cases mostly involved the physical control 
of communication equipment on the 
ground (Obozrevatel, March 4). In late 
March, the Ukrainian authorities apparent-
ly found and eliminated several large 
Russian “bot farms” meant to spread disin-
formation, Russian ideology and justifica-
tions for the war; thus, Moscow’s psy-ops 
are apparently, for now at least, being left 
to the cyber-warriors.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)
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al to return to combat duties (Current 
Time, April 9). The Ukrainian Armed 
Forces, to the contrary, can move reinforce-
ments to the crucial battlegrounds, and 
Moscow is worried about expanded deliv-
eries of heavy weapons to those defending 
forces from the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO) (Nezavisimaya 
Gazeta, April 5).

Bringing the conflict quickly to a mini-
mally satisfactory conclusion is difficult for 
Moscow, but a protracted war is certain to 
produce problems on a far greater scale. 
First and foremost, there is the question of 
economic mobilization to sustain the war 
effort, while the Russian economy contin-
ues to suffer severe distortions from the 
unprecedentedly punitive Western sanc-
tions (Sibir.Realii, April 8). Russia’s Prime 
Minister Mikhail Mishustin claimed recent-
ly that the damage could be gradually mini-
mized; but in fact, with every coming 
month, critical supply chain interruptions 
will compound further (Kommersant, April 
7). The country may not face food shortag-
es, but its space program is grinding to a 
complete halt – and without new satellites 
to replace its naturally aging constellation, 
the already apparent problems with intelli-
gence gathering and securing crucial chains 
of command will render the Russian Armed 
Forces incapable of conducting operations 
in modern war (Svoboda.org, April 8). 
Russia will also struggle to replenish the 
hundreds of tanks and transport trucks it 
has lost since Putin launched the massive 
re-invasion on February 24. That task is 

becoming next to impossible because the 
Russian military-industrial complex cannot 
function properly without key technology 
and equipment imports sanctioned by the 
West (Rosbalt, April 8).

Ukraine’s economy has itself been 
severely damaged by the war, but the 
United States and its Western allies contin-
ue to supply the Ukrainian military with 
modern weapons systems, which may soon 
include anti-ship missiles (Nezavisimaya 
Gazeta, April 7). Mainstream Russian 
experts keep arguing that the Europeans 
cannot tolerate much more pain from the 
severed economic relations with Russia, 
but the visit to Kyiv of European 
Commission President Ursula von der 
Leyen last on April 8 and the European 
Union’s announcement of the fifth package 
of sanctions tell a different story 
(Russiancouncil.ru, April 8). Western soli-
darity remains solid, and even Japan has 
departed from its long tradition of cultivat-
ing political relations with Moscow and 
expelled eight Russian diplomats (The 
Insider, April 8; Vzglyad, April 7).

Russia has deployed most of its combat-
capable army units to the Ukrainian the-
ater; and in the long war scenario, this con-
centration will inevitably nullify all the 
advantages it used to have in the military 
balance with NATO in Central Eastern 
Europe. Moscow’s pre-war demand to the 
Alliance to curtail its military infrastructure 
east of the Oder River was far-fetched and 
now appears absurd. Secretary General 
Jens Stoltenberg routinely points out how 
Putin’s desire to have “less NATO” has pro-
duced a lot more of it (Meduza.io, April 7). 
Russian commentators keep looking for 
signs of disagreement in Brussels when it 

comes to coordinating military aid to 
Ukraine, but they cannot fail to see the 
strong commitment in key European states 
to increase their defense expenditures 
(Izvestia, April 9).

The war unquestionably necessitated 
changes to the draft NATO Strategic 
Concept, to be approved this summer. Yet 
many front-line states still struggle to inter-
nalize the strategic reality of their newly 
gained position of strength vis-à-vis the 
militarily exhausted and economically fast-
declining Russia (Republic.ru, April 8). 
Finland and Sweden, for that matter, can 
now contemplate the proposition to join 
the North Atlantic alliance without much 
concern about possible Russian counter-
measures (Kommersant, April 7).

Russia lacks energy for an offensive push 
or political resolve for the compromises 
necessary to end the hostilities quickly, but 
neither does it have the stomach for a pro-
tracted war. Yet facing the choice between 
two bad options, Moscow appears set to go 

for both, collecting the full basket of nega-
tive consequences and dispensing with 
possible gains and mitigations. As the 
record of war crimes lengthens, Russia’s 
international reputation sinks to new lows 
and the outrage in the reunified West trans-
lates into stronger support for Ukraine, 
which now fights not for survival but for 
the liberation of its occupied lands. In many 
Western polities and societies, initial wor-
ries about not provoking Russia are ebbing, 
giving way to growing determination to 
punish Moscow’s aggression. For the Putin 
regime, military might was long considered 
to be the ultimate manifestation of Russia’s 
“greatness.” However, Ukraine has proven 
the falseness of this premise and could 
ensure that Europe remains safe from this 
menace for a long time to come.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)
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express especial love and support for our 
soldiers, who stand on guard and are 
shielding and protecting our land and our 
people. May God bless and protect them! 
Defending the sovereignty and integrity of 
Ukraine, we also appeal to the president of 
Russia and request that he immediately 
stop this fratricidal war. The Ukrainian and 
Russian peoples emerged from the baptis-
mal fount of the Dnipro and war between 
these peoples is a repetition of the sin of 
Cain, who killed his own brother out of 
envy. Such a war is justified by neither God 
nor man.”

Soon after, the UOC-MP announced a 
blood drive, peace prayers in all its epar-
chies (dioceses) – again without any men-
tion of Russia as the aggressor – and denial 
of rumors that a UOC-MP priest was hiding 
arms in a church in the village of Uhryniv 
in the Volhynia region of Ukraine, that a 
priest in the town of Bucha near Kyiv was a 
Russian saboteur, that a priest in the village 
of Ryasnyky of the Rivne region of Ukraine 
had refused to hold a memorial service for 
a perished Ukrainian soldier, and that in 
the Vinnytsia region arms for Russian sab-
oteurs were being stored in churches. 
Against the background of the execution by 
the Russian aggressors of the pastor of the 
Orthodox Church of Ukraine (OCU) in the 
village of Rozvazhiv in the Kyiv region and 
of the chaplain Father Maksym Kozachyna, 
and the fact that his body, mutilated by the 
Russians, could only be buried on March 1, 
all of these declarations on the part of the 
UOC-MP were to a significant extent under-
stood by society as a belated justification 
for its previous actions in supporting the 
“Russian World.” Meanwhile, on February 
28, Russian saboteurs had sought to infil-
trate St .  Michael’s Golden-Domed 
Monastery in Kyiv. They were caught and 
neutralized. Most likely they could have 
been targeting the head of the OCU, 

Metropolitan Epifaniy.
At the same time, church sources 

announced that the UOC-MP was helping 
refugees and victims, offering all its facili-
ties in church basements in Kyiv and other 
cities of Ukraine as shelters during bom-
bardment and shelling. In terms of geogra-
phy, the disposition of this confession’s 
structures is especially timely, for a great 
many of them, thanks to the adepts of the 
“Russian World,” have ended up right in the 
middle of the zone of combat operations. 
Faithful of the Moscow Patriarchate die en 
masse from Russian bullets, shells and mis-
siles, and the eyewitnesses of this are the 
priests of this confession who for decades 
had relayed to Ukrainians the ideological 
theses of the “Russian World.” These faith-
ful, priests and bishops see how the UOC-
MP is silent about deaths and casualties. 
Patriarch Kirill’s will to ignore the war 
launched by Russia poses existential ques-
tions before the faithful, clergy and bishops 
of the UOC-MP.

In fact, in view of the brutal Russian 
shelling of civilian infrastructure in Sumy, 
Okhtyrka, and other towns of the Sumy 
region of Ukraine, a report appeared on the 
site of the Sumy eparchy of the UOC-MP. It 
was titled “The Sumy Eparchy of the UOC is 
ceasing commemoration of the Patriarch of 
Moscow,” and it was signed by 30 clerics. 
This document includes a sharp criticism 
of Patriarch Kirill for ignoring the war. 
Analyzing his recent activity, the article 
concludes by stating that, “the Patriarch 
supports compelling Ukraine to renounce 
state sovereignty and its forcible inclusion 
into Russia,” and that “today we see no 
efforts on his part to protect the suffering 
people of Ukraine.” The signers gave their 
assurance that they support those who 
have suffered from Russia’s war on 
Ukraine, and that the termination of com-
memoration of the Moscow Patriarch does 
not mean leaving the UOC-MP.

This creates a certain dissonance. On 
February 25, an announcement appeared 
on the Facebook page of the Lviv Eparchy 

of the UOC. In effect, it said that, in that 
eparchy, commemoration of the Patriarch 
of Moscow was being discontinued. 
Instead, the liturgical petitions would be 
sung according to the formula “May God 
protect our suffering nation of Ukraine.” In 
reality, to terminate commemoration is 
merely to stop informing the faithful that 
they still remain in the jurisdiction of the 
Russian Orthodox Church. On March 1, the 
theologian Archimandrite Father Cyril 
Hovorun provided a clear explanation of 
the true essence of the move:

“There has been a wave of refusals to 
commemorate Patriarch Kirill. If among 
the clergy who sign such appeals there is a 
hope that the mere commemoration of 
only Metropolitan Onufriy will do some-
thing similar to their canonical ties with 
the patriarch, then this is a total illusion. 
There’s no point in deluding oneself and 
others. As long as Metropolitan Onufriy 
commemorates Patriarch Kirill, all those 
who commemorate Onufriy remain in 
canonical subordination to Kirill. These are 
the basics of canon law. … The only canoni-
cal path is to return to full-fledged commu-
nion with world Orthodoxy, together with 
the Constantinopolitan, Alexandrian, and 
all the other Churches, together with the 
Orthodox Church of Ukraine. The alterna-
tive is to continue being transformed into a 
sect which has now become dangerous for 
human life.”

Obviously, many from the UOC-MP are 
aware of the problematic nature of such a 
step of “discontinuing commemoration,” 
but as of March 1 not all of them would go 
even that far. However, a vivid testimony to 
the effects of hostilities in the eparchy of 
Sumy and Okhtyrka was the declaration of 
the pastor of a UOC-MP church, Dmytro 
Dolhy, who said, “I renounce Patriarch 
Kirill and the Moscow Patriarchate.” This 
was followed on March 1 with the appear-
ance of a video of an appeal by priests of 
the UOC-MP to His Beatitude Onufriy to 
break with the Moscow Patriarchate. In 
this video, there are also appeals to 

Patriarch Kirill, in both Ukrainian and 
Russian. One of the priests stated the fol-
lowing:

“I am ceasing to commemorate your 
name in the divine services in our church. 
This is my answer to your silence during 
Russia’s war with Ukraine and your 
enabling of the president of Russia, Putin, 
in everything which has led to this war. We 
considered you a father, but you have 
turned out to be worse than a stepfather. 
God is your judge.”

As of March 15, 15 eparchies of the UOC-
MP have stopped commemorating 
Patriarch Kirill, although they all remain 
within the jurisdiction of the Moscow 
Patriarchate.

What is characteristic of these appeals is 
the continued ignoring of the fact that an 
autocephalous Orthodox Church of Ukraine 
(OCU) exists in that country. Thus, those 
UOC-MP clerics who are appealing for a 
council are in effect calling for the creation 
in Ukraine of another parallel autocepha-
lous Orthodox confession. But a part of the 
faithful also understand that such a multi-
plication of autocephalies is unrealistic. 
Thus, a new wave of conversions to the 
OCU has begun.

In sum, as a result of the actions of its 
representatives and leaders during the 
past decades, the UOC-MP has become a 
hostage of the current situation and is 
again forced to justify itself. As one of the 
sources of the dissemination in Ukraine of 
the ideas of the “Russian World” during 
peacetime – and in the wake of the war in 
the Luhansk and Donetsk Regions, the 
occupation of the Ukrainian Crimean 
Peninsula, and the launch of Russia’s full-
scale war on Ukraine on February 24 – this 
confession was quite expectedly subjected 
to various suspicions which it had itself 
systematically created. All the same, a sig-
nificant portion of the declarations of the 
hierarchs and clergy of the UOC-MP remain 
ambivalent about the current situation in 
Ukraine, and its measures to address that 
situation remain half-hearted.

(Continued from page 4)
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Atlantic Treaty Organization allies.
In January, Ms. Shaheen and Mr. Portman 

led a bipartisan delegation to Ukraine, 
where they met with Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy and members of his 
administration. In February, Ms. Shaheen 
led a successful bipartisan effort with Mr. 
Portman to pass a resolution that conveys a 
renewed and overwhelmingly bipartisan 
message from the U.S. Senate in fierce sup-
port of Ukraine.

Last month, Ms. Shaheen met with 
Ukraine’s ambassador to the United States, 
Oksana Markarova, and members of the 
Ukrainian and Polish parliaments – most of 
whom were women – to discuss the ongo-
ing military crisis in Ukraine following 
Putin’s invasion.

That followed a meeting she co-hosted 
earlier last month with Senate Majority 
Whip Richard Durbin with key European 
ambassadors. Ms. Shaheen is the author of 
the Women, Peace and Security Act, which 
was signed into law in 2017 and ensures 
women’s leadership roles in conflict resolu-
tion and peace negotiations. 

(Continued from page 3)
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Samoskevich siblings a hat trick on the ice
Newtown, Conn., has a modern version 

of the Hanson Brothers in the Samoskevich 
siblings. Except today’s hockey family has 
more finesse and talent, and the long hair 
belongs to the women. Back in 1977, when 
the movie “Slap Shot” came out, featuring 
three long-haired Hanson brothers who 
were goon hockey players, women’s hockey 
was in its infant stages. It was not too popu-
lar, and it wasn’t even an Olympic sport.

Moving ahead to today’s era, there are 
the twins Maddy and Mackie Samoskevich, 
both 19, and older sister, Melissa, 24. The 
trio of siblings have made a name for them-
selves on the ice as hockey players. Maddy 
finished her sophomore year at Quinnipiac 
University, Mackie was drafted by the 
National Hockey League’s Florida Panthers 
in July 2021 and Melissa will enter her 
fourth year as an assistant coach with Penn 
State University’s women’s hockey team 
after her own successful career at 
Quinnipiac. She also plays pro hockey with 
the Connecticut Whale.

This threesome of hockey lovers has 
made its collective mark by scoring points 
on the ice and representing their country 
during stints with national teams. 
Coincidentally, all three wore the red, white 
and blue Team U.S.A. jersey for games on 
the very same day – August 17, 2018. 
Maddy dressed for the U18 squad, Mackie 
suited up for the U.S. at the Five Nations 
Tournament in Slovakia and Melissa played 
for the U22 squad. One might say that was a 
hat-trick of a day for the Samoskevich clan.

Each of the three has had phenomenal 
opportunities to travel and play against 
high-level competition. This was made pos-
sible by natural skill, hard work and the 
nurturing and support given to them by 
mom and dad. Parents Patty and Fred (who 

are of Ukrainian background) built their 
children an ice rink, complete with side 
boards, in their Sandy Hook, Conn., back-
yard when Melissa, Maddy and Mackie 
were young. Their father, Fred, who played 
in high school, was sure the kids would fall 
in love with the game. He was right.

The rink he built was used for ice hockey 
in the winter and for street hockey 
throughout the other months of the year. 
When the kids come home in the summer, 
they still utilize the backyard rink for daily 
shooting practice. Fred originally saved 
money for a swimming pool, but he instead 
spent the money on building a hockey rink. 
It was an investment that ultimately led to 
three successful hockey careers.

The three Samoskevich skaters all start-
ed at a young age, playing hockey with local 
youth teams when they were five years old. 
They broke into the sport at Brewster Ice 
Arena in New York state, playing with the 
Brewster Bulldogs and the Westchester 
Express, with Maddie also participating in 
the Western Connecticut program out of 
Danbury, Conn. They then moved to the 
Mid Fairfield Blues, which plays out of the 
Stamford Twin Rinks in Stamford, Conn. 
Melissa, Maddy and Mackie each went on to 
play at the prestigious Shattuck St. Mary’s 
Prep School in Minnesota.

Maddy

Maddy has always played defense, but is 
a strong two-way player. She scored four 
goals and eight assists for 12 points in her 
sophomore year. She finished with a plus-
13 plus/minus rating for the season. She 
proved to be a valuable contributor in both 
the offensive and defensive zones for 
Quinnipiac, which lost in the quarterfinals 
to eventual champion Ohio State University 
in the women’s NCAA playoffs. Back in ele-
mentary school, Maddy gave up hockey for 
a year to try dance and track before ulti-
mately returning to the ice. She has fond 
memories of the backyard rink where she 
practiced as the lone defender attempting 
to stop her offensive-minded siblings. One 
of her more memorable hockey experienc-
es came in 2019 when she traveled to Japan 
as part of the U.S. U19 team.

Mackie

Mackie’s real name is actually Matthew. 
When the twins were little, Maddy could 
not pronounce Matthew, so she called him 
Mackie, and the name stuck. The young 
man took a liking to hockey even before he 
learned to skate. By age 3, he had a hockey 
stick in his hands nearly constantly. A for-
ward, Mackie competed in the U.S. Five 
Nations Tournament and the Hlinka-
Gretzky Tournament. In the 2019-2020 and 
2020-2021 seasons, he played for the 
Chicago Steel in the United States Hockey 
League, the American version of Canada’s 

junior leagues. In 2020-2021, he served as 
an assistant captain for the Steel, which 
won the Clark Cup (the league champion-
ship). In 36 games, Mackie tallied 13 goals 
and 24 assists for 37 points and added 10 
points in eight playoff games. He was draft-
ed by Florida in the first round of the 2021 
NHL draft, going 24th overall. The summer 
of 2021 saw him participate in the U.S. 
Hockey Worlds Junior Camp in Michigan, a 
showcase event that featured players from 
various countries. Mackie completed his 
freshman year at the University of 
Michigan, where he played on a highly 
ranked NCAA hockey team that lost to 
Denver in the men’s Frozen Four tourna-
ment. In 40 games, he tallied 10 goals and 
19 assists for 29 points and a plus-10 rating 
while playing on the third forward line.

Melissa

The Samoskevich twins have followed in 
the footsteps of their older sister. Both 
Maddy and Mackie said that seeing how 
hard Melissa worked helped shape their 
progression in the sport. Melissa tried not 
to influence her siblings’ decisions, but she 
was around to encourage them. That all 
three were blessed with much natural tal-
ent only helped their development.

Melissa made her U.S. Women’s National 
Team debut at the 2018 Four Nations Cup, 
competing in the International Ice Hockey 
Federation (IIHF) Women’s World 
Championships. She won a gold medal in 
2019. As a member of the U.S. U18 Women’s 
National Team, Melissa played in two IIHF 
U18 Women’s World Champion ships, win-
ning gold in 2015 and silver in 2014. She 
was a three-time member of the U.S. U22 
Women’s Select Team at the U22 Series ver-
sus Canada (in 2015, 2016, 2018), a three-
time member of the U.S. U18 Women’s 
Select Team at the U18 Series versus 
Canada (in 2012, 2013, 2014), and a five-
time Women’s National Festival participant 
(in 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2018).

In her 2018-2019 senior year at 
Quinnipiac University, Melissa was second 
on the team in total points scored with 23. 
As a junior, she scored a team-high 15 goals 
and had a team-high 25 points. In her soph-
omore year, Melissa recorded 29 points in 
29 games and tallied 32 points (16 goals, 
16 assists) to earn the Eastern College 
Athletic Conference (ECAC) rookie of the 
year honors as a freshman. That year she 
ranked second in the country with eight 
game-winning goals.

While Melissa enjoys competition, she 
also enjoys developing friendships with her 
teammates. She refers them as family. The 
hockey siblings enjoy playing golf on occa-
sion, and Mackie describes being back 
home as an opportunity to be with four of 
his best friends.

Hockey has changed each of their lives in 
recent years. Following an impressive colle-
giate career, Melissa turned to coaching at 
the college level, joining Penn State 
University’s coaching staff three years ago 
while studying for her master’s degree in 
education leadership. She finds time to play 
with the women’s professional team, the 
Connecticut Whale, once the college hockey 
season finishes. Melissa’s coaching respon-
sibilities require lots of travel for games 
and recruiting, but she still plays hockey in 
Pennsylvania’s men’s leagues and back 
home in Connecticut when she has the 
chance.

From playing in a backyard rink built by 
their father, to skating in arenas throughout 
Connecticut, the Midwest, in Europe and 
Japan, hockey has taken the Samoskevich 
children on quite a ride.  And to think, it all 
began because their father built a rink 
instead of a swimming pool.

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@
sfgsports.com.

Matthew “Mackie” Samoskevich, 19, was 
selected 24th in the first round of the 
2021 draft by the National Hockey 

League’s Florida Panthers.

Maddy Samoskevich is a sophomore at 
Quinnipiac University where she is a 

core defensive player.

gobobcats.com/RobRasmussen

Hockeydb.com

Melissa Samoskevich during her time as 
a forward for the Quinnipiac University 
Bobcats. She is assistant coach of the 
women’s Penn State University team and 
plays for the Connecticut Whale of the 

Premier Hockey Federation.

gobobcats.com/BobRasmussen

TO ALL MEMBERS OF UNA BRANCH 194
As of April 1, 2022 the secretary’s duties 

of UNA Branch 194 were assumed by 
Ihor Zwarycz

We ask all members of this Branch to direct all correspondence 
regarding membership and insurance to the address listed below:

Ihor Zwarycz
553 Tempe Wick Rd.

Morristown, NJ 07960 
908-625-9690 • zwarycz@aol. com

TO ALL MEMBERS OF UNA BRANCH 155
As of April 1, 2022 the secretary’s duties 

of UNA Branch 155 were assumed by 
Ihor Salabay

We ask all members of this Branch to direct all correspondence 
regarding membership and insurance to the address listed below:

Ihor Salabay 
44 Edgefi eld Dr 

Morris Plains, NJ 07950 
973-889-1988 • isalabay@hotmail.com
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Born in Lviv, Ukraine, 18-year-old Olena Sadovska was 
determined to raise some badly needed money for those 
desperate for food and shelter in her homeland. She man-
aged to raise $12,500 in a most original manner: walking a 
stair climber for 24 hours at her local gym in Cleveland, Ohio.

As a nine-month-old, Sadovska moved with her family 
from Ukraine to the United States. Her brother, an aunt, an 
uncle and other family members still live in Ukraine. 
Sponsoring a fundraising event to support them seemed 
like a logical project.

She walked on a stair climber from 6 a.m. on Saturday, 
March 26, until 6 a.m. on Sunday, March 27. She live-
streamed the event on TikTok for the entire 24 hours and 
posted several videos. According to Lifestyle Fox News, her 
first video was viewed more than 13.1 million times and a 
second video was seen more than 3.2 million times.

Sadovska got her inspiration after learning about a 
swim team in the United Kingdom, at the University of 
Central Lancashire, doing a fundraising event for Ukraine 
by swimming 346.4 miles. This “crazy” fundraising event 
inspired Sadovska to create her own project. Her event was 
based on two conclusions: working out on a Stairmaster 
was difficult, so it would garner serious attention, and vid-
eos on TikTok showing people stair climbing for 90 min-
utes were very popular. Sadovska reasoned this could raise 
some serious money.

There was no special training or preparation for her 
stair climbing event. Herself a swimmer, she does stick to a 
regular workout regimen. The first 12 hours went relative-
ly smoothly and quickly. Her two best friends were with 
her for the first half of the event, refilling her water bottle, 
feeding her snacks and keeping her company. She later had 
another friend join her on a second stair climber for some 
two hours. The second 12-hour stint got to be challenging, 
as she took only a 10-minute break and pain started kick-
ing in, causing her to slow her pace.

Despite several urges to stop, Sadovska fed off the 
encouragement from her friends and viewers on the 
livestream. She reasoned that the longer she climbed, the 
more money she would raise. She received some unexpect-
ed motivation from her parents a couple of hours into the 
fundraiser. They informed her that a missile landed two 

miles from where she used to live and where her family 
still lives in Ukraine. This news was her biggest motivator.

During her 24-hour stair climbing event, Sadovska 
munched on high-carb and high-sugar snacks like beef 
jerky, protein bars, fruit bars, dried fruit, gummies and Pop 
Tarts. She drank lots of water, sports drinks and electrolyte 
drink mixes.

She raised $12,500, way more than her original target of 
$5,000. In-person donations received at the gym were 
given to a local Ukrainian credit union that sends money 
directly to Ukraine. Money raised on her GoFundMe page 
went directly to the Ukraine Relief organization.

Sadovska will be swimming for Ohio State University 
this fall. She is bound to be in terrific shape for the swim-
ming season.

Olympian Stanislav Horuna selling  
his bronze medal

He won the bronze medal in the men’s kumite 75-kg 
competition in karate at the 2020 Summer Olympics in 
Tokyo. It was his lifelong dream to stand on the medal podi-
um and represent his homeland of Ukraine as a proud med-
alist. After Russian President Vladimir Putin’s “special mili-
tary operation” began in Ukraine on February 24, Horuna’s 
dream changed. His new focus is to auction his Olympic 
medal to support Ukraine in its war against Russia.

“Now my dream is to expel the enemy from my Ukraine,” 
Horuna wrote on Facebook the week of March 28. “This is 
the only dream for every Ukrainian now.” On March 31, 
Horuna announced he was selling his bronze medal at an 
auction, adding that he wanted “this dream to come true as 
soon as possible.”

“The person who buys a medal will receive not only the 
most important medal in 19 years of my sports career, but 
also a huge thank you from me personally, as well as from 
all Ukrainian people!” Horuna said.

Horuna turned 32 on March 1, and he asked for help to 
achieve his goal as Russia continued to attack Ukraine. 
Earlier, he enlisted in the Ukrainian Army and he has been 
utilizing his social media platform to publicize Putin’s 
attacks on Ukraine.

“Hello my friends. It is the first of March, and today is my 

birthday. Just in case if you wanted to make me a birthday 
present, better (to) send (that money) as a donation to sup-
port the Ukrainian Army and mention Ukraine in your social 
media. Thank you. Stand with Ukraine,” Horuna said in a 
video he posted to Instagram dressed in full military gear.

MMA champ brings title belt into battle

Bellator Mixed Martial Arts welterweight champion 
Yaroslav Amosov was scheduled to put his title on the line 
on May 13 against Michael Page at Bellator 281 in London. 
When he was presented with the choice of defending his 
title or defending his homeland, the Ukrainian chose the 
second option. After escorting his family to a safe area, 
Amosov returned to Ukraine to fight in the war against the 
Russian military.

He brought his title belt with him. This was the same 
belt that was recovered from the rubble of the bombarded 
city of Irpin and protected by his mother in a bomb shelter. 
A video with an image of Amosov was shared on April 1 
with the fighter dressed in military gear from head to toe, 
crawling out of an underground dwelling, opening a bag 
with his prize possession inside.

“I love this country, [it is] our own,” Amosov said in a 
February posting on Instagram when he announced he 
would be defending Ukraine. “Russia came to our house 
and started a war here; many people are dying – innocents, 
women and children. We have to defend our country and 
we succeed, friends. And we will succeed, because the 
truth is behind us.”

Amosov went on speak to his subscribers in Russia, ask-
ing them to not believe the false news being reported there, 
and he convincingly spoke about the atrocities being per-
petrated in Ukraine by invading Russian troops.

Kovtun completes series sweep in Baku

Ukrainian gymnastics star Illia Kovtun completed his 
sweep of 2022 World Cup Series titles on parallel bars 
when he placed first and won the gold medal on that appa-
ratus at the World Cup of Baku, held on March 31-April 3. 
He added a bronze medal in the horizontal bar.

Kovtun had already won the parallel bars competitions 
in Cottbus, Doha and Cairo. The Baku victory gave him the 
four-event sweep. Kovtun was one of two Ukrainian gym-
nasts to earn a title in Baku. Ukraine was the only nation to 
win more than one gold medal in Baku, the fourth and final 
competition of the series.

Ukraine’s Nazar Chepurnyi won gold in the men’s vault 
with a score of 15.016, beating out Israel’s Andrey 
Medvedev (14.500). Daniela Batrona won bronze in the 
women’s balance beam with a score of 12.90.

Kovtun scored 15.333 in parallel bars, edging out 
Turkey’s Ferhat Arican (14.900) and Great Britain’s Joe 
Fraser (14.700). His third-place finish in the horizontal bar 
(13.866) was barely behind Fraser (14.000) and Austrian 
Mitchell Morgans (13.966).

Novikov is Europe’s strongest man

Strongman Oleksii Novikov has become the first 
Ukrainian-born athlete to win Europe’s Strongest Man title. 
His total of 54 points was four better than second-place fin-

Stair climber raises more than $12k for Ukraine

Olena Sadovska, a swimmer set to compete for Ohio 
State University, raises money to help create a no-fly 

zone over Ukraine.

Instagram.com/Olena.s16

World’s Strongest Man 2020 Oleksii Novikov won the 
2022 Europe’s Strongest Man competition on April 2 in 

Leeds, England, despite serving in Ukraine’s military.
Stanislav Horuna is selling his Olympic bronze medal 

from the 2020 Tokyo Games to help Ukraine.

Wikimedia Commons
Facebook.com/stanislavhoruna

Gymnast Illia Kovtun in the men’s artistic individual 
all-around final at the 2020 Tokyo Summer Olympic 

Games.

Welterweight Mixed Martial Arts champion for Bellator 
Yaroslav Amosov brought his title belt with him into 

battle in Ukraine.

Ministry of Youth and Sport of Ukraine Lucas Noonan/Bellator MMA

(Continued on page 19)
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Through April 30 Ukraine benefit art exhibit, “The Life and Legacy
Chicago of Christine Staruch (1944-2021),” Ukrainian National
 Museum, www.ukrainiannationalmuseum.org  

Through June 4 Art exhibit, “Wanting It Both Ways,” featuring works
Chicago  by Bill Conger, Tanya Hastings Gill, Mile Kongo and
 Jennifer Mannebach, Ukrainian Institute of Modern Art, 
 www.uima-chicago.org or 773-227-5522

April 21 Fundraiser dinner, “Freedom is Not Free,” Ukrainian
Horsham, PA Amerrican Sports Center – Tryzub, https://tryzub.org 
 
April 29 Volunteer weekend, Soyuzivka Heritage Center, 
through May 1 www.soyuzivka.com or www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4ca
Kerhonkson, NY 5ac22aaf8ce9-suzyqrevival

April 30 Annual St. Thomas Sunday pilgrimage weekend, 
through May 1  Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the U.S.A., St. 
South Bound Brook, Andrew Memorial Ukrainian Orthodox Church, 
NJ www.uocofusa.org 

April 30 Embroidery workshop, with instruction by Lubow
through June 4 Wolynetz, Ukrainian Museum, www.ukrainianmuseum.org 
New York or 212-228-0110

May 1 Sviachene dinner, Ukrainian National Women’s League of 
Jenkintown, PA America, Ukrainian Educational and Cultural Center, 
 www.ueccphila.org 

May 7 Korovai-making workshop, with instruction by Bohdanna 
New York Slyz, Lubow Wolynetz and Larysa Zielyk, The Ukrainian
 Museum, www.ukrainianmuseum.org or 212-228-0110

May 15 Family workshop, “Ukrainian Folk Costumes,” The 
New York Ukrainian Museum, www.ukrainianmuseum.org or 
 212-228-0110

May 15 Spring concert, Voloshky School, St. Michael the Archangel
Jenkintown, PA www.voloshkyschool.com or https://mykhailivka.org

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

isher Luke Stoltman of Scotland. The com-
petition was held at the First Direct Arena 
in Leeds, England, on April 2, and was offi-
cially sanctioned by Giants Live, one of the 
sport’s premier organizations.

Novikov was praised for his determina-
tion and strength while competing, with his 
bold conviction compared to that which his 
country of Ukraine is displaying in its war 
with Russia.

“I dedicate this victory to Ukraine. We 
will win and we’re the strongest, remem-
ber this. I won’t say anything bad … public-
ly, but we’re the strongest, remember this,” 
he said in a post-event interview.

The victory is Novikov’s first-ever 
Europe’s Strongest Man title and a historic 
first win for his homeland of Ukraine. Since 
starting his strongman career in 2016, the 

Ukrainian has won the annual World’s 
Strongest Man title and several Ukraine’s 
Strongest Man competitions. He temporari-
ly put his military commitment on hold in 
order to travel to England and enter the 
event. He was returning to frontline duty 
immediately after the competition.

Novikov celebrated his victory on 
Instagram by praising Ukraine’s spirit.

“Without fatigue and incessantly, I prove 
that Ukrainians are a glorious Cossack fam-
ily, and are one of the strongest nations on 
the planet,” Novikov said.

On March 5, second-place finisher 
Novikov was awarded the winner’s prize 
money of $80,000 by Arnold Schwarzen-
egger at the 2022 Arnold Strongman Classic 
held in Columbus, Ohio. Novikov used the 
money to buy body armor for Ukrainians 
fighting against the Russian invasion.

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@
sfgsports.com.

(Continued from page 18)

Ukrainian Pro...

group stage with 3 points (won 2-1 against 
Sweden on June 11, lost 0-2 against France 
on June 15, lost 0-1 against England on 
June 19).

Much of the improvements made for the 
2012 Euro Cup in Ukraine, especially in 
Donetsk, like the airport and the Donbas 

Arena soccer stadium there, were destroyed 
or have gone unused since Russia’s invasion 
and occupation of Ukraine’s Donbas region 
that began in 2014. The airport became syn-
onymous with the so-called “cyborgs,” who 
defended the airport from Russian occupa-
tion from May 2014 to January 2015.

Source: “Ukraine and Poland to host soc-
cer’s Euro Cup 2012,” The Ukrainian Weekly, 
April 22, 2007.

(Continued from page 6)

Turning...

nized as independent by Moscow and is 
partially controlled by Russian forces and 
Kremlin-backed separatist formations.

Capturing the strategic port has been an 
important goal for Russia, as the Kremlin 
apparently seeks to establish a land con-
nection between the occupied parts of east-
ern Ukraine and Ukraine’s Black Sea penin-
sula of Crimea, which Moscow seized in 
2014. The separatists failed to take 
Mariupol in 2014; it has been targeted 
since the start of the new invasion and has 
been completely cut-off from Kyiv-
controlled Ukraine since March 1.

In recent days, analysts believe, Moscow 
has stepped up its bid to control the port in 
order to use it as a supply hub for Russia’s 
newly focused effort to control the two sep-
aratist-claimed regions, which are collec-
tively known as the Donbas.

The Russian military said on April 13 
that more than 1,000 Ukrainian marines in 
the city had surrendered. The unconfirmed 
report came the day after the Ukrainian 
36th Marine Brigade posted on Facebook 
that it had no ammunition and was resort-

ing to hand-to-hand combat.
Mariupol Mayor Vadym Boychenko told 

the AP on April 13 that at least 10,000 civil-
ians – and perhaps as many as 20,000 – 
had been killed in the weeks since the war 
began. Mr. Boychenko alleged that Russian 
forces had been using “mobile crematori-
ums” to destroy evidence of civilian deaths.

Russia has denied targeting civilians 
despite the fact that a drama theater in the 
city that was being used by hundreds of res-
idents as a shelter was bombed on March 
16, a week after the Russian Air Force 
bombed a maternity hospital there. A large 
number of apartment buildings have also 
been damaged or destroyed by Russian fire.

The Red Cross has been organizing bus 
evacuations through Russian-controlled ter-
ritory, but they have often been cancelled 
because of the fighting. Some civilians, like 
Ms. Harkusha, choose to walk along the 
Azov Sea coast through Russian-controlled 
territory to the west. From the Russian-
occupied city of Melitopol, it is possible to 
cross into Ukrainian-held territory.

Others, Ms. Harkusha says, make their 
way to Russian-occupied Crimea.

“I can understand,” she said, “that if you 
have to choose between living under occu-
pation and dying, of course, you will choose 

living under occupation.”
It is unknown how many civilians 

remain in Mariupol. But Ms. Harkusha 
believes there are “a lot.”

“Getting out on foot now is very danger-
ous and difficult,” she said. “Unfortunately, 
there are a lot of civilians there. It is a 
shame that the authorities did not encour-
age evacuation in advance. It was known 
that the city would be besieged and 
attacked. But the city authorities did not do 
it because they were afraid of panic.”

Petro Andryushchenko, an adviser to the 
Mariupol mayor, disputes such contentions.

“If the Russians had given us the oppor-
tunity to evacuate everyone, ... we would 
have organized it very quickly,” he told 
RFE/RL. “The issue is not with us, not with 
the Ukrainian side. It is very difficult to 
comment on what is in the minds of our 
occupiers.”

Mr. Andryushchenko also repeated Kyiv’s 
assertions that residents of Mariupol and 
the surrounding area were being “forcibly 
deported” to Russia, including to Siberia.

“People are registered as ‘refugees’ and 
deported to economically depressed areas 
of Russia,” Mr. Andryushchenko said. “We 
now know about Tomsk, Vladimir and 
Yaroslavl. We have information about a 
planned deportation to the Samara region. 
It reminds me of the situation during World 
War II, when ‘guest workers’ were deport-
ed by the Germans.”

Denys Minin is a native of Mariupol who 
has been helping evacuate civilians. Asked 
how many people have managed to get out, 
he shrugged.

“When we save everyone that we can, 
then we will sit down and count them,” he 
said. “For me, each person is already a lot.”

Mr. Minin has been organizing civilian 
drivers, many of them seeking to bring rela-
tives out of Mariupol, to make the perilous 
journey from Zaporizhia by private car.

“Two of my drivers are now in captivity,” 
he told RFE/RL on April 10. “They were 
taken to the territory of the so-called 
Donetsk People’s Republic, along with their 
vehicles,” he said, referring to the part of the 
region held by Russia and the separatists it 
backs. “They have been there for two weeks. 
The story of every one of our drivers could 
be a movie script or a series on Netflix.”

Once the volunteers make it to Mariupol, 
they must find people to evacuate in a city 

that is largely without electricity, phone 
service and internet access.

“We have our own map of major bomb 
shelters where we know that 50-200 peo-
ple are likely hiding,” Mr. Minin said. 
“Thousands of people are waiting to be res-
cued there, so when a driver arrives in 
Mariupol, he does not go to a particular 
address or look for a particular individual. 
Everyone there is one of our people. They 
need to be rescued and returned to [safety] 
as soon as possible.”

Some people, however, are afraid to 
leave, Mr. Minin adds.

“Imagine yourself in Mariupol. An 
unknown person in an unknown vehicle 
says they will take you to Ukraine for free,” 
he said, meaning Ukrainian-controlled ter-
ritory. “Would you agree right away?”

Ms. Harkusha says it is virtually impossi-
ble now to leave the city by car because the 
roads are clogged with debris, shrapnel and 
unexploded ordnance. “You can only get 
there by tank,” she said.

Serhiy Malyshev works for the 
Zaporizhia Volunteers Association trying to 
organize humanitarian aid for Mariupol 
and the occupied areas of the south. He 
says the Russian military and the separatist 
militias often seize their cargo.

“Over the last three weeks, we have had 
problems delivering goods,” Mr. Malyshev 
said. “Before, volunteers ... were let 
through. But recently ... there have often 
been situations when people were 
deprived of their cargo and their tele-
phones. ... Several times there have been 
situations where cars came under fire.”

Now, Mr. Malyshev says, his group is only 
working to help displaced people who have 
already escaped the combat areas.

Since she left Mariupol, the RFE/RL 
journalist, Ms. Harkusha, has also devoted 
most of her time to helping displaced peo-
ple from her city.

“After all,” she said, “all we have left is to 
help each other.”

(Robert Coalson contributed to this 
report.)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-war-mari-
upol-escape/31801917.html).

(Continued from page 3)
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