
Published by the Ukrainian National Association Inc., a fraternal non-profit association

$2.00Vol. XC No. 17         THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY       SUNDAY, APRIL 24, 2022

 InsIde:
l  Canada targets Putin’s daughters in latest Russian sanctions – page 4
l  UFCU donates $50,000 for humanitarian aid to Ukraine  – page 11
l  Legendary Ukrainian NHLer Mike Bossy dies at 65 – page 16

The Ukrainian Weekly

Biden announces more military aid to Ukraine,  
disputes Russia’s claim about control of Mariupol

RFE/RL’s Current Time

Russian President Vladimir Putin said 
on April 21 that the Ukrainian port city of 
Mariupol had been “liberated” after nearly 
two months of fighting, but U.S. President 
Joe Biden said this claim was “question-
able” as he announced another $1.3 bil-
lion in U.S. aid for Ukraine.

Mr. Biden said that, despite Putin’s 
claim, “There is no evidence yet that 
Mariupol is completely fallen.”

Speaking at the White House, Mr. Biden 
said a new package of $800 million in mil-
itary aid will go “directly to the front lines 
of defending freedom” to support brave 
Ukrainian forces and civilians who are 
fighting the Russian invasion in the region.

“We’re in a critical window now, of 
time where they’re going to set the stage 
for the next phase of this war,” Mr. Biden 
said, adding that the United States and 
allies are “moving as fast as possible” to 

provide Ukraine with the equipment and 
weapons it needs.

Mr. Biden also announced $500 million 
in direct economic assistance that the 
United States will provide to Ukraine to 
help the country stabilize its economy.

His announcement came as the fate of 
Mariupol hung in the balance, with the 
city’s Ukrainian defenders trapped in the 
sprawling Azovstal steel plant.

Putin earlier ordered Defense Minister 
Sergei Shoigu to cancel plans to storm the 
facility and instead blockade it in order to 
protect the lives of Russian soldiers.

During a televised meeting on April 21, 
Mr. Shoigu told Putin that “all of Mariupol 
is under the control of the Russian Army” 
and Moscow-backed separatists, while the 
Azovstal plant “is securely sealed off” 
after weeks of heavy bombardment and 
intense fighting throughout the city, 
where tens of thousands of civilians are 
trapped amid what aid workers have 

called “apocalyptic” conditions.
Mr. Shoigu told Putin that more than 

2,000 Ukrainian fighters were still holed 
up in the vast plant, which has a large 
underground component to it, and 
claimed that Russian forces only needed 
several days to “complete” the takeover of 
the compound.

Putin said during the meeting it would 
be “impractical” to storm the huge industri-
al complex as there was “no need to climb 
into those catacombs and crawl under-
ground beneath those industrial facilities.”

Mr. Shoigu said that more than 142,000 
civilians were evacuated from the Sea of 
Azov port through humanitarian corri-
dors – a claim contradicted by Ukrainian 
officials who said that only a small num-
ber of refugees have been allowed to leave 
the city since the start of the war on 
February 24.

by Bohdan Sereda

LVIV – Russian missiles struck the west-
ern part of Lviv on the morning of April 18, 
killing seven people and injuring 11 others, 
among them a child, officials here said.

Maksym Kozytskyi, the head of the Lviv 
Regional Military Administration, said four 
missiles struck Lviv. Three of the missiles 
hit military targets, but one missile struck a 

car service station.
An air raid siren first sounded an alarm 

throughout the city at 7:44 a.m. local time 
on the morning of the attack, according to 
residents here.

At around 8:30 a.m. local time in Lviv, 
this correspondent woke after hearing sev-
eral explosions rock the area.

Russian missile strike kills 7 in Lviv, marking first  
casualties in Ukraine’s western city since war began

(Continued on page 5)

by Mark Raczkiewycz

CHICAGO – As the second month of 
Russia’s renewed invasion of Ukraine 
comes to an end, Moscow is concentrating 
most of its strength and military force to 
seize the remainder of the two eastern-
most regions of Luhansk and Donetsk that 
it initially failed to occupy in the ongoing 
war that started in 2014. 

“The battle for the Donbas has begun,” 
P re s i d e n t  Vo l o dy my r  Z e l e n s k y y 
announced earlier in the week in a nightly 
address to the nation. 

Intelligence reports from Ukraine, 
Britain and the U.S. say that the invasion’s 
new commander,  Gen.  Aleksandr 
Dvornikov, is trying to encircle defending 
Ukrainian positions in the area. They 
include the frontline towns of Popasna and 
Rubizhne in the Luhansk region and the 
key Donetsk regional towns of Slovyansk, 
Kramatorsk and Avdiyivka. 

“Fighting has continued in the vicinity of 
Avdiyivka, the Ukrainian defensive line 
continues to hold. Heavy shelling was 
reported in Maryinka [both in the Donetsk 

region],” open-source intelligence website 
Military Land reported. 

About 20 percent of Luhansk Oblast 
remains under Ukraine’s control, the 
region’s military administration head 
Serhiy Haidai said on April 21. Much of it 
was taken over in 2014 and in the initial 
days of the all-out attack that started on 
February 24. 

“Russia’s offensive in eastern Ukraine 
secured minor gains,” the Washington-
based Institute for the Study of War said on 
April 20. 

As of April 21, Russia had up to 85 bat-
talion tactical groups (BTGs) in Ukraine, 
mostly in the south and southeast, a senior 
U.S. defense official told Pentagon press 
pool reporters. 

BTGs usually include 800-1,000 infantry 
men with combined artillery, armor and 
other support units. Russia had 120 or 
more of such groups amassed along 
Ukraine’s border before the renewed inva-
sion. 

“Russia is largely relying on precision-
guided cruise missiles and artillery to fight 
in the Donbas,” the Pentagon press pool 
report said. 

Unlike in other areas of Ukraine, Kyiv 
forces will find it hard to attack Russia’s 
rear auxiliary forces and supply lines 
because they are mostly in the parts of the 
Donbas that Russia has controlled since 
2014. These tactics proved effective espe-
cially around Kyiv to stall the advance of 
Russian convoys, but the east has expan-
sive terrain and is not as wooded. 

National Security and Defense Council 

Russia concentrates military in east  
as more forces pour in for new offensive

(Continued on page 5)

A Ukrainian special operation forces 
officer stands next to a damaged Russian 

T-72B3 tank on April 19.

General Staff of the Armed Forces of Ukraine

A Russian missile strike killed seven people after it hit a car service station near rail-
way tracks in Lviv on April 18.

Bohdan Sereda

Zelenskyy says  
West understands nation’s 
‘needs better’ as heavier 

weapons flow in

(Continued on page 3)
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Finance ministers walk out of G-20

U.S. Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen and 
her Canadian and European counterparts 
on April 20 led a walkout of a meeting of 
Group of 20 (G-20) finance officials in pro-
test against Moscow’s invasion of Ukraine. 
British, French and Canadian officials 
joined the walkout of the virtual meeting, 
which took place on the sidelines of the 
spring meetings of the World Bank and 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) in 
Washington. Ms. Yellen told attendees she 
strongly disapproved of a senior Russian 
official’s presence at the meeting, according 
to two sources quoted by Reuters. The U.S. 
treasury secretary said earlier this week 
she would not take part in meetings with 
her global counterparts if Russian officials 
were included. Ukrainian Finance Minister 
Serhiy Marchenko also walked out, accord-
ing to AFP, quoting a source familiar with 
the event. British Finance Minister Rishi 
Sunak said that he, Ms. Yellen and Canadian 
Deputy Prime Minister Chrystia Freeland 
walked out as Russian delegates spoke. “We 
are united in our condemnation of Russia’s 
war against Ukraine and will push for 
stronger international coordination to pun-
ish Russia,” Mr. Sunak said on Twitter. Ms. 
Freeland tweeted a picture of all the offi-
cials who left the meeting. “The world’s 
democracies will not stand idly by in the 
face of continued Russian aggression and 
war crimes,” she said. “Today Canada and a 
number of our democratic partners walked 
out of the G-20 plenary when Russia sought 
to intervene.” Indonesia Finance Minister 
Sri Mulyani Indrawati, who chaired the 
meeting, said the walkout was “not a total 
surprise” and was not disruptive to the 
group’s wider discussion. “I am confident 
this will not erode cooperation or the 
importance of the G-20 forum,” Ms. 
Indrawati said at a press conference follow-
ing the meeting. It was the first meeting of 
G-20 finance ministers and central bank 
governors since Russian President 
Vladimir Putin ordered the invasion in late 
February. The G-20, chaired by Indonesia 
this year, includes major economies like the 
United States, China, India, Brazil, Japan, 
several European countries and Russia. 
Despite the friction, IMF Managing Director 
Kristalina Georgieva said global coopera-

tion “must and will continue,” pointing to a 
long list of issues that “no country can solve 
on its own.” (RFE/RL, with reporting by 
Reuters and AFP)

Russian billionaire slams ‘crazy war’

A Russian oligarch has written a scath-
ing assessment of President Vladimir 
Putin’s war against Ukraine, touching a 
nerve on social media where it has attract-
ed tens of thousands of likes in just one day. 
Writing on Instagram, Oleg Tinkov said 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and the “crazy 
war” that has followed has no benefit, a 
rare break from one of the country’s bil-
lionaires who gathered their wealth under 
Putin and have remained mostly silent 
since Moscow launched what it calls a “spe-
cial military operation” on February 24. “I 
don’t see ANY beneficiary of this crazy war! 
Innocent people and soldiers are dying,” he 
wrote in the post, dated April 19, which 
had almost 120,000 likes less than a day 
later. Mr. Tinkov’s comments come after 
Russian forces, which were largely bogged 
down in much of the country, retreated and 
redeployed in the east and south, mostly 
along the Black Sea coast. During their 
invasion, Russian forces have been accused 
by Human Rights Watch and many others 
of committing war crimes and atrocities in 
occupied areas of the Chernihiv, Kharkiv 
and Kyiv regions of Ukraine. The invasion 
also has forced more than 5 million 
Ukrainians to flee the country. Mr. Tinkov, a 
financier worth $3.5 billion according to 
the Bloomberg Billionaire Index, is one of 
the few oligarchs so far to have expressed 
concerns over Moscow’s invasion, even as 
he and dozens of others have been hit with 
sanctions from the West aimed at putting 
pressure on the Kremlin and those around 
Putin. Last month, tycoon Oleg Deripaska, 
known for his close ties with Putin, said on 
Twitter that the war in Ukraine must be 
stopped as soon as possible. But Mr. 
Tinkov’s criticism runs far deeper. “The 
generals are waking up with a hangover 
and realizing that they had a sh--ty army,” 
Mr. Tinkov wrote, adding that with ram-
pant nepotism making “everything else in 
the country s--t,” the state of the army 
shouldn’t be a surprise. “Kremlin officials 

(Continued on page 14)

 NEWS ANALYSIS

by Pavel K. Baev
Eurasia Daily Monitor

Triumphalist rhetoric coming out of 
Moscow notwithstanding, Russia’s war in 
Ukraine is not progressing according to 
plan (see Eurasia Daily Monitor, April 11). 
Nevertheless, President Vladimir Putin 
repeated yet again last week (April 12) that 
the central objective of the massive re-inva-
sion of Ukrainian territory starting on 
February 24 purportedly was always limit-
ed to seizing the whole of the Donbas 
region (Kommersant, April 12). It took 
plenty of careful persuasion from the top 
brass to impress upon him three weeks ago 
that Russia’s thrice-revised original plan to 
capture Kyiv – by a swift attack, or a force-
ful breakthrough or a long siege – could not 
be implemented. And, notably, Russian 
Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu has not 
made a single public statement or interna-
tional contact since this retreat. The alleg-
edly newly appointed commander of 
Russian forces in Ukraine, Army Gen. 
Aleksandr Dvornikov (Russian sources 
remain mum about his promotion), is pre-
sumably responsible for executing a deci-
sive offensive in the Donbas. But this latest 
push could well also turn out to be mission 
impossible (Meduza, April 13; see EDM, 
April 13).

A determined onslaught through the 
well-prepared Ukrainian defensive posi-
tions in the east of the war-torn country 
arguably requires an operational pause to 
enable Russia to rebuild its battered battal-

ion tactical groups (BTGs) as well as assem-
ble a second-strike echelon from the forces 
redeployed from the failed offensive on 
Kyiv. Instead, the arriving Russian rein-
forcements are being sent piecemeal into 
the persistent attacks from the Izium 
bridgehead toward the Slovyansk cross-
roads of key communications. Russian pro-
paganda tries to present every hard-won 
bit of muddy terrain as a major success 
(Izvestia, April 16). Soldiers in the trenches, 
however, know better, and the morale in 
the ranks has fallen far below the level of 
determination needed for a resolute attack. 
Meanwhile, reports about desertions and 
refusals to partake in the “special military 
operation” (as Putin has demanded the war 
be referred to) keep piling up (Svoboda.org, 
April 15). Ukrainian forces, to the contrary, 
are highly motivated; and every bit of news 
about the continuing heroic defense of 
Mariupol adds to the resolve to repel 
Russia’s offensives and to launch counter-
attacks. In particular, the Ukrainians have 
apparently been targeting the beaten 
Russian force grouping retreating from the 
failed offensive on Mykolaiv and Odesa 
toward Kherson, to the west of the Dnipro 
River (Krym.Realii, April 13).

An indirect but powerful impact on the 
course of operations in the Donbas was the 
spectacular sinking of the flagship of the 
Russian Black Sea fleet, the cruiser Moskva, 
which was hit by two Ukrainian Neptune 
anti-ship missiles on the night of April 13, 

by Alla Hurska
Eurasia Daily Monitor

On February 24, without officially declar-
ing war, Russia launched a full-scale inva-
sion of Ukraine (Dpsu.gov.ua, February 24). 
The aggressor attacked Ukraine by land, air 
and sea. But alongside those military opera-
tions, Russia continued to wage its warfare 
in the cyber and information domains.

The Kremlin’s hackers have been target-
ing Ukraine for years (see Eurasia Daily 
Monitor March 3, 2020). However, the 
Russian re-invasion of Ukraine this year 
included a dramatic intensification of both 
“soft” (e.g., propaganda, disinformation) 
and “hard” (e.g., cyberattacks against criti-
cal infrastructure) cyber/informational 
threats toward Ukraine. Even in the hours 
prior to the launch of President Vladimir 
Putin’s so-called “special military opera-
tion,” Russia conducted unprecedented 
cyberattacks against Ukrainian government 
websites, affiliated organizations, media 
and critical financial infrastructure 
(Epravda.com.ua, February 24).

In late March, the Security Service of 
Ukraine (SBU) announced that its cyber 
units managed to shut down an inter-
regional network of five enemy bot farms 
with the capacity to direct over 100,000 
fake social media accounts. These bot farms 
– operated in Kharkiv, Cherkasy, Ternopil 
and Zakarpattia oblasts – had been spread-
ing anti-Ukrainian and pro-Kremlin propa-
ganda and disinformation about the inva-
sion. Some examples included false reports 

about failures of Ukrainian resistance and 
successes of the Russian army, attempts at 
instilling panic among the citizens of the 
war-torn country, efforts to promote dis-
trust in Ukrainian political elites (e.g., state-
ments that Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy fled Kyiv, abandoning his people) 
or the national Armed Forces, and attempts 
to discredit Ukraine in both the interna-
tional arena and in Russia (e.g., spreading 
lies that Ukraine was fabricating civilian 
casualties) (Ssu.gov.ua, March 28).

The SBU’s investigation showed that the 
network, “supervised by the Russian spe-
cial services, used various social networks, 
including those banned in Ukraine, to carry 
out large-scale information sabotage activi-
ties to destabilize the socio-political situa-
tion in various regions of Ukraine.” The 
“army of bots” spread disinformation 
about the Russian war in Ukraine, which 
justified Russian aggression and parroted 
the Kremlin’s ideological rhetoric. During 
searches at the physical locations hosting 
the bot farms, law enforcement officers 
seized numerous pieces of special equip-
ment, including around 100 GMS gateways, 
10,000 mobile phone SIM cards of various 
mobile operators used to disguise the 
activities of the bot farms, and an unspeci-
fied number of computers and laptops 
used to run cyber operations (Slovoidilo.
ua, March 28).

Another bot farm, which exclusively tar-
geted Ukrainian military and law enforce-
ment personnel, was neutralized on March 

Failure looms over Russia’s 
decisive offensive in Donbas

Ukraine’s other front:  
The battle in the cyber domain
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Kyiv’s first wartime prime minister says Ukraine must win or ‘be exterminated’
by Vazha Tavberidze

RFE/RL

Post-Soviet Ukraine’s first wartime lead-
er has cited monumental stakes for Europe 
in the “bloody, difficult and dramatic” suf-
fering his country is enduring from Russia’s 
all-out invasion.

Ex-Prime Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk 
also welcomed a crucial shift among 
Western political mindsets since he came to 
office in the shadow of Russia’s initial 
aggression eight years ago – one that he 
thinks “has turned the tide” in favor of 
Ukraine and democratic forces in Europe.

In a wide-ranging interview from an 
undisclosed location in Ukraine with RFE/
RL’s Georgian Service, Mr. Yatsenyuk, who 
served as prime minister between 2014-
2016, warned of “very bloody and severe 
battles” as Russian forces seek control over 
Donetsk, Luhansk and other parts of east-
ern Ukraine seven weeks into the full-scale 
war launched by Russian on February 24.

The 47-year-old political veteran also 
noted that Germany is paying a price for its 
misguided policies on Russia and said that 
if Russian President Vladimir Putin suc-
ceeds in Ukraine, “Georgia and Moldova 
will be next.”

Mr. Yatsenyuk credited a staunch 
Ukrainian military resilience, a united 
Western response and the failings of a 
“completely corrupted and outdated ... so-
called modernized Russian military” for 
thwarting Moscow’s initial war plans.

But he warned of terrible suffering still 
to come for Ukrainians.

“We have just two options: to win or to 
lose; to survive or to be exterminated by 
Russians,” Mr. Yatsenyuk said.

“I strongly believe that the victory will 
come,” he added, calling Ukraine’s defense a 
“righteous war. I do understand that this is 
a very bloody, difficult, dramatic route.”

Mr. Yatsenyuk called the Ukrainian 
defenses “one of the biggest examples in 
the contemporary world of really heroic 
actions” and said the sinking last week of 
the guided-missile cruiser the Moskva, 
Russia’s Black Sea flagship, is “an ominous 
and bad sign for Putin.”

Moscow and Kyiv said on April 18-19 
that Russian forces had launched a new 
phase of their operations in Ukraine.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr 

Zelenskyy has exhorted Ukrainian defend-
ers to fight on as his armed forces cited 
“intensified offensive operations along the 
entire line of contact” that has mostly sepa-
rated Russia-backed separatists from 
Ukrainian forces in Luhansk and Donetsk 
since 2014.

Russia’s Defense Ministry said on April 
19 that it had struck more than 1,200 tar-
gets and downed a Ukrainian MiG-29, 
claims that could not immediately be inde-
pendently confirmed.

Mr. Yatsenyuk cited indications that the 
Kremlin hoped to achieve any victory by 
the May 9 anniversary of the surrender of 
Nazi Germany that ended World War II in 
Europe, a date that Russians and 
Ukrainians commemorated together for 
decades before the collapse of the Soviet 
Union in 1991.

While he might question official figures 
showing majority Russian support for 
Putin or his “special military operation” in 
Ukraine, Mr. Yatsenyuk said he doesn’t “dis-
tinguish” between Putin and his support-
ers, whom he described as “the same crimi-
nals.”

“I don’t question the general mood of the 
Russian people. And the general mood is 
anti-Ukrainian, anti-Western, anti-freedom. 
This is the axis of evil. And it’s not just 
Putin, because it wasn’t Putin fighting in 
Irpin or Bucha, killing innocent Ukrainians. 

It isn’t Putin in Mariupol. These are his sol-
diers. But they are Russians,” Mr. Yatsenyuk 
said.

The United Nations refugee agency, the 
UNHCR, said on April 18 that more than 5 
million Ukrainians have so far fled their 
country since the invasion began on 
February 24. Another 215,000 third-coun-
try nationals have escaped Ukraine, accord-
ing to the U.N.’s migration authority, most of 
them students and migrant workers.

Death and other casualty figures on both 
sides are difficult to ascertain amid the 
ongoing fighting. Ukraine has said that 
around 3,000 of its soldiers have been 
killed, while Russia has officially stated that 
fewer than 2,000 soldiers have died, 
despite mounting evidence that the num-
ber is much greater.

T h e  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  U. N.  H i g h 
Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) 
by April 18 had recorded 2,072 civilian 
deaths and another 2,818 injured in what 
many observers warn is a wild underrepre-
sentation, given the lack of access to war 
zones.

Mr. Yatsenyuk, who took office after pub-
lic unrest ousted a pro-Moscow president 
and government in Kyiv in February 2014 
and served as prime minister until April 
2016, predicted that Putin and Russia’s tac-
tics would echo their recent military cam-
paigns elsewhere.

He cited the widespread destruction in 
Grozny, in the southern Russian republic of 
Chechnya, as well as in Aleppo, where 
Russian forces propped up Syrian leader 
Bashar al-Assad, and in the southern 
Ukrainian city of Mariupol, a strategic Black 
Sea coastal city that had around 500,000 
residents before Russian encirclement and 
the accompanying humanitarian disaster.

“In the Kyiv suburbs, in Mariupol, in 
Chernihiv, in Kharkiv – the tactics of the 
Russian military are very clear: to kill 
everyone and to destroy everything,” Mr. 
Yatsenyuk said. “So that’s the reason why a 
supply of lethal defensive and offensive 
weapons – and I want to ... [emphasize] 
offensive weapons – is desperately needed 
for the Ukrainian military.”

International prosecutors have launched 
war crimes investigations over Russian 
actions in Ukraine amid widespread bom-
bardment of civilian targets, reports of rape 
and other crimes and accusations – includ-
ing by U.S. President Joe Biden – that Russia 
is  committing “genocide” against 
Ukrainians.

Putin on April 18 issued a decree honor-
ing a brigade accused by Kyiv of commit-
ting war crimes while it occupied the town 
of Bucha, where Ukrainian forces who 
retook the town discovered bound corpses 
and other evidence of atrocities.

Mr. Yatsenyuk welcomed what he said 
was “a tremendous change in Western poli-
tics,” also crediting the U.S., the U.K. and the 
EU for their support of Kyiv.

“That’s what Putin didn’t expect. And 
this was a very big misjudgment on his 
side,” said Mr. Yatsenyuk, who took office in 
2014 as Russia occupied Crimea ahead of 
its annexation weeks later, despite wide-
spread international condemnation. “He 
was completely convinced that the Western 
world is fragile, and the response to this 
kind of brutal aggression against Ukraine 
[would be] weak, dull and ineffective. The 
West has changed its policy towards 
Russia; it has turned the tide.”

And while he said his “wishful thinking” 
suggested the change was “irreversible,” he 
acknowledged “some minor doubts” as a 
veteran politician.

Mr. Yatsenyuk singled out worrying 
signs like Hungarian ties to Russia – under-

Earlier on April 21, Ukrainian Deputy 
Prime Minister Iryna Vereshchuk said only 
four buses carrying evacuees left Mariupol 
on April 20 instead of a planned 90 buses 
expected to transport 6,000 people due to 
the Russian forces’ “disorganization and 
negligence.”

She said in a statement on Telegram that 
the evacuation of women, children and the 
elderly would continue on April 21.

Meanwhile, Russian troops continued 
their all-out offensive in eastern Ukraine as 
Kyiv proposed to hold a “special round” of 
negotiations in Mariupol.

A British military update on April 21 
said that Russian forces are advancing 
from staging areas in the Donbas toward 
the city of Kramatorsk, which continues to 
be hit by rocket fire.

“High levels of Russian air activity con-
tinue as it seeks to provide close air sup-
port to its offensive in eastern Ukraine, and 
to suppress and destroy Ukrainian air 
defense capabilities,” Britain’s Ministry of 
Defense tweeted in a regular bulletin.

After failing to seize Kyiv and other large 
and strategic cities in its nearly eight-week 
war, Moscow now says its aim is to capture 
the full provinces of Donetsk and Luhansk, 

which have been the focus of Russia-
backed separatists since 2014.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelens-
kyy said Ukraine needs more heavy weap-

ons to defend itself and asked Western 
nations to impose further sanctions.

Speaking in a video address to the 
Portuguese parliament on April 21, he 
accused the Russian Army of committing 
many atrocities in Ukraine, including in the 
port city of Mariupol, and asked Portugal to 
support a global embargo on Russian oil.

Satellite imagery from near Mariupol 
shows a mass grave site that has expanded 
in recent weeks to contain more than 200 
new graves, a private U.S. company said.

Maxar Technologies said a review of 
images from mid-March through mid-April 
indicates the expansion began March 23 
and March 26. The site lies adjacent to an 
existing cemetery in the village of 
Manhush, 20 kilometers west of Mariupol, 
Maxar said.

(With reporting by Reuters, AFP and 
AP)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-invasion-
mariupol-negotiations-russia/31813927.
html).

(Continued from page 1)

Biden announces...

A map shows the state of the Russian military advance on Mariupol as of April 20.
RFE/RL via the Institute for the Study of War

(Continued on page 6)

Arseniy Yatsenyuk
Courtesy of Arseniy Yatsenyuk, via RFE/RL
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Canada targets Putin’s daughters in latest Russian sanctions, promises Ukraine heavy artillery

The Church and the Russian war against Ukraine

by Christopher Guly

OTTAWA – Russian President Vladimir 
Putin’s two daughters are among 14 “close 
associates” of his regime who are on a list 
of Russians targeted in the latest round of 
sanctions announced by Canada’s foreign 
affairs department on April 19 in response 
to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.

Two weeks before, the U.S. government 
sanctioned Katerina Vladimirovna 
Tikhonova, 35, and 36-year-old Maria 
Vladimirovna Vorontsova. It is believed that 
the two women have hidden their father’s 
assets, a senior Biden administration offi-
cial told Reuters.

Ms. Tikhonova is a “tech executive 
whose work supports” the Russian govern-
ment and the country’s defense industry, 
according to an April 6 press release from 
the U.S. Treasury Department. Ms. 
Vorontsova “leads state-funded programs 
that have received billions of dollars from 
the Kremlin toward genetics research and 
are personally overseen by Putin,” the 
Treasury Department wrote, adding that 
Ms. Vorontsova’s “property and interests in 
property are blocked” by executive order.

Canada also followed the U.S. in impos-
ing sanctions on Russian Foreign Affairs 
Minister Sergey Lavrov’s wife, Maria 
Aleksandrovna Lavrova, 72, and his daugh-
ter Yekaterina Sergeyevna Vinokurova, 40.

Also on April 19, Canadian Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau said his govern-
ment would provide Ukraine with much-
requested heavy artillery and that an 

announcement on the details will be 
released in “the coming days.”

In its annual budget released on April 7, 
the Canadian government allocated $390 
million for military aid to Ukraine – some of 
which will come from Canada’s current 
inventory.

But in an interview with Canada’s public 
broadcaster, CBC News, on April 19, 
Ukrainian Member of  Parliament 
Oleksandra Ustinova said that Canada’s 
“delivery process has been very slow.”

“Nothing has been purchased yet or [the 
Canadian government has not] delivered 
it,” she told Power & Politics host Vassy 
Kapelos, adding that, by comparison, when 
U.S. President Joe Biden committed to 
equipping Ukraine with the arms requested 
by his Ukrainian counterpart, Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy, they were shipped “within 48 
hours” to Poland.

Canada has, however, deployed 100 sol-
diers to Poland where they will provide 
humanitarian assistance at refugee centers 
operated by the Polish Territorial Defense 
Force across the country as part of a two-
month mission. 

Canadian Armed Forces (CAF) members 
will provide “limited medical care, mental 
health support and spiritual services 
enabled by Ukrainian-speaking CAF per-
sonnel to assist with the immediate care 
and processing of refugees,” according to an 
April 14 National Defense Department 
news release.

Canadian soldiers will also act as liaisons 
with the Polish Armed Forces to help with 

the Canadian government’s program to 
offer temporary residence for Ukrainians 
who wish to work or study in Canada.

Another 50 CAF personnel could be sent 
to Poland as part of the mission, which can 
also be extended.

“In the face of unspeakable acts of vio-
lence carried out against innocent civil-
ians,” along with “despicable … attacks on 
schools, apartment buildings, train stations 
in Kyiv, Kharkiv, Bucha, Mariupol, and of 
tragic desperation, Canadians and our 
Canadian Armed Forces will continue to 
step up and offer a safe haven and welcome 
with open arms the people of Ukraine, our 
friends,” Canadian Defense Minister Anita 
Anand said during an April 14 news confer-
ence announcing the humanitarian military 
mission.

Canada has also committed $194 million 
in humanitarian aid for Ukraine.

Canadian International Development 
Minister Harjit Sajjan told CBC News that 
his government was working with the 
United Nations and humanitarian agencies, 
such as the Red Cross, to deliver additional 
aid and materiel in the form of hygiene kits, 
mattresses and tents.

Mr. Sajjan said that Canada is also ready 
to send portions of a field medical hospital, 
but added that workers with the United 
Nations and non-governmental organiza-
tions “are putting their lives at risk to get 
the supplies through, because the Russians 
haven’t been fully cooperative,” he told CBC 
chief political correspondent Rosemary 
Barton.

Canada is also working with its Group of 
Seven (G-7) partners to gather evidence 
that the Putin regime has committed war 
crimes in Ukraine, which includes the use 
of sexual violence by Russian soldiers, 
according to Canadian Deputy Prime 
Minister Chrystia Freeland, a Ukrainian 
Canadian.

“One of the things that is happening is 
the systematic rape of Ukrainian women 
and children,” she told reporters at an unre-
lated event in Calgary on April 14.

“Rape is being used as a weapon in this 
war and I want the women of Ukraine to 
know that we see them, we are not going to 
forget and we will work with Ukraine and 
with our democratic allies around the 
world to bring the perpetrators to justice.”

Ms. Freeland, who also serves as 
Canada’s finance minister, characterized 
Russia’s attack on Ukraine as “genocide,” 
and she referred to a “chilling document” 
that appeared on the Russian state-run 
news agency, RIA Novosti, on April 4.

Timofey Sergeytsev, the article’s author, 
wrote that “Ukronazism poses a much big-
ger threat to the world and Russia than the 
Hitler version of German Nazism” and that 
“the name ‘Ukraine’ cannot be kept as a 
title of any fully denazified state entity on 
the territory liberated from the Nazi 
regime.”

“Denazification will inevitably include 
de-krainization [sic] – the rejection of the 
large-scale artificial inflation of the ethnic 

Part II

by Volodymyr Moroz

Russia’s full-scale war on Ukraine, 
launched on February 24, was the latest test 
for the faithful of the churches and for 
church leaders. It was an even greater test 
for the leaders because many of them had 
hitherto avoided recognizing Russian 
aggression against Ukraine. The following 
analysis is the second part of a two-part 
series. Part I ran in the previous issue of The 
Ukrainian Weekly. This two-part series dis-
cusses the positions of the Orthodox and 
Catholic Churches regarding Russia’s war 
on Ukraine.

The Ecumenical Patriarchate and 
 the OCU

On February 24, the first day of Russia’s 
full-scale war on Ukraine, Ecumenical 
Patriarch Bartholomew I of Constantinople 
called the head of the Orthodox Church of 
Ukraine (OCU), Metropolitan Epifaniy 
(Dumenko), to express his support for 
Ukraine and his condemnation of Russia’s 
war on Ukraine. The official announcement 
of the OCU in this regard was as follows:

“The Ecumenical Patriarch has con-
demned this unprovoked attack of Russia 
against Ukraine, an independent and sover-
eign European nation, as well as the viola-
tions of human rights and the brutal vio-
lence against our neighbors and chiefly 
against the peaceful population. The 

Patriarch asks the God of love and peace to 
enlighten the leadership of the Russian 
Federation that they might understand the 
tragic consequences of such decisions and 
actions, which could provoke even a world 
war. The Ecumenical Patriarch has also 
called upon the leaders of all nations, 
European institutions and international 
organizations to work on the peaceful reso-
lution of this critical situation by way of 
honest dialogue, which is the only means to 
resolve any problem and settle any dispute. 
The Ecumenical Patriarch has called upon 
the local Orthodox Churches in a fraternal 
spirit, as well as all Christians and every 
person of good will to unceasing prayer for 
the Ukrainian people and for the suprema-
cy of peace and justice in Ukraine.”

That same day, Metropolitan Epifaniy 
issued an appeal on the occasion of Russia’s 
aggression against Ukraine. He called for 
prayers for Ukraine and asked the interna-
tional community to support Ukraine.

“Despite the extended, sincere and per-
sistent efforts of Ukraine and the entire 
international community, an unprovoked, 
underhanded, cynical attack of Russia and 
Belarus on Ukraine has taken place,” 
Epifaniy said in his appeal. “It is our com-
mon task to repel the enemy, to defend our 
native land, our future and the future of 
new generations from tyranny, which the 
aggressor desires to bring upon its bayo-
nets. Truth is on our side. Therefore, with 
God’s help and the support of the entire civ-
ilized world, the enemy will be defeated. 
Our present task is to be united, to with-
stand the first shock, not to give in to panic. 
We believe in God’s providence and the vic-
tory of truth.”

In the following days, the head of the 

OCU also turned to the faithful with words 
of support. And on February 27, he made 
an appeal to Patriarch Kirill of the Russian 
Orthodox Church (ROC). Pointing out that it 
was already the fourth day of the war, and 
having analyzed the patriarch’s activity, the 
metropolitan released the following appeal:

“Unfortunately, it is already clear from 
your previous statements that preserving 
the favor of [Russian President Vladimir] 
Putin and the ROC leadership is much more 
important for you than care for the people 
in Ukraine, a part of whom considered you 
their pastor before the war. It therefore 
hardly makes sense to appeal to you to do 
something active to immediately stop 
Russia’s aggression against Ukraine. […] 
Therefore, I appeal to you as head of the 
ROC. At least show some mercy for your fel-
low citizens and your flock. If you cannot 
raise your voice against aggression, at least 
help in gathering the bodies of the Russian 
soldiers whose lives are the price of your 
and your president’s idea of the ‘Russian 
world.’”

There was no reply to this appeal

On February 27, it was reported that the 
Russian occupants had executed the pastor 
a church belonging to the Orthodox Church 
of Ukraine in the village of Rozvazhiv in the 
Kyiv region of the country. Also murdered 
was the church’s chaplain, Father Maksym 
Kozachyna. Both men were killed while in 
their automobile (the latter’s body, mutilat-
ed by the Russians, could only be buried on 
March 1). And, the next day, Russian sabo-
teurs sought to infiltrate St. Michael’s 
Golden-Domed Monastery in Kyiv; they 
were detained. Their purpose was not 
known, but they could have targeted the 

head of the OCU, Metropolitan Epifaniy.
On February 28, the president of 

Ukraine, Volodymyr Zelenskyy, posted a 
note on Twitter about his telephone con-
versation with the Ecumenical Patriarch 
Bartholomew.

“Your words are like hands that sustain 
us in this difficult time,” Mr. Zelenskyy said. 
“Ukrainians feel the spiritual support and 
power of your prayers. We hope that peace 
will come soon.”

The Apostolic See and the Nunciature 
in Kyiv

The Apostolic See expresses its constant 
support for Ukraine, although in the vortex 
of turbulent and noisy military events, it 
has to be admitted, Ukrainians at first did 
not hear its voice, and then questions arose 
regaring the Pope’s perceived silence on 
the matter. Before Russia launched its full-
scale war on Ukraine, Pope Francis persis-
tently and frequently called for prayer for 
peace in Ukraine.  On February 23, the pon-
tiff announced March 2 as a day of fasting 
for peace in Ukraine. In making his 
announcement, he also said the following:

“I feel a deep pain in my heart because of 
the deterioration of the situation in 
Ukraine. Despite the diplomatic efforts of 
the last few weeks, alarming scenarios con-
tinue to develop. Like me, many people 
around the world experience alarm and 
concern. Private interests again threaten 
the peace of all. I wish to appeal to those 
who bear responsibility in the political 
sphere that they make a serious examina-
tion of conscience before God, who is the 
God of peace, and not war, the Father of all, 

 ANALYSIS
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at the Institute of Church History at the 
Ukrainian Catholic University and the edi-
tor-in-chief of Patriarkhat magazine in Lviv, 
Ukraine.
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At 9:20 a.m., Ukrzaliznytsia (Ukrainian 
Railways) reported that the situation at the 
Lviv railway station was under control.

“Passengers were placed in safe shelters. 
Disembarkation and boarding of trains 
resumed after the end of the air raid alert. 
Trains still arriving in Lviv were detained at 
the entrance to the city until the alarm went 
off, and traffic is now resumed,” Ukraine’s 
railway operator said in a statement.

Later, Lviv Mayor Andriy Sadovyi said 40 
cars were damaged inside and near the car 
service station, which included a tire fitting 
shop.

A photo posted online by Mr. Sadovyi 
showed some cars were completely 
destroyed.

“The shock wave broke the windows of a 
hotel nearby. Evacuated Ukrainians live in 
it,” the mayor wrote on Facebook.

Most of those killed in the rocket attack 
were employees at the car maintenance 
station that was largely destroyed by one of 
the missiles, and the youngest victim was 
30 years old, according to city officials.

Eleven people were taken to a hospital 
with various injuries. Three individuals 
were in serious condition. One child was 
injured, and his condition was not severe, 
city officials said.

The Ukrainian Weekly’s correspondent 
spoke with the child’s mother, who con-
firmed her son was injured in the attack.

Mr. Sadovyi later noted that among the 
wounded in Lviv was a 3-year-old boy 

named Artem who came from Kharkiv with 
his mother to escape the war.

At the time of the rocket strike, the boy 
and his mother were in a hotel near the tire 
repair shop.

The boy’s mother said the explosion 
shattered a nearby window, tearing off a 
portion of her son’s finger. Lviv doctors 
operated on the child to repair his finger.

Three other victims are in critical condi-
tion in a local hospital. Lviv neurosurgeon 
Andriy Tokarskyy clarified that patients 
were admitted to the hospital with multiple 
injuries after the rocket strike, from heel 
injuries to head injuries.

“As a result of today’s missile strike on 
Lviv, a certain number of patients were 
delivered to us. Unfortunately, some of 
them arrived in critical condition. Several of 
them were immediately sent for serious 
operations. The hospital handled the situa-
tion. We accepted and treated patients. 
There were no delays,” Mr. Tokarskyy said.

According to the neurosurgeon, the aver-
age age of the patients is 35-45 years. He 
said that many patients arrived with head 
and brain injuries.

The shock wave from the explosions 
smashed the windows on the stairwells of 
eight high-rise buildings and one school, 
Messrs. Kozytskyi and Sadovyi said during 
a press briefing on April 18.

“I spoke with the head of the service sta-
tion. He has tears not for the destroyed 
property, but his workers. May the death 
toll end there. In addition to the objects hit 
by the missiles, there is damage among 
other objects. The windows of the stairwell 
were smashed in eight houses. Windows 

also broke in one of Lviv’s schools,” Mr. 
Sadovyi said at the briefing.

Mr. Kozytskyi said it was previously 
known that rockets fired at Lviv came from 
planes that flew from the direction of the 
Caspian Sea. He also said that a second 
siren that sounded on the morning of April 
18 was a warning that additional Russian 
missiles fired from the Black Sea were 
headed toward the city, but they did not 
reach Lviv.

According to Volodymyr Lys, head of the 
Lviv Regional Military Administration’s 
childrens’ service, one missile that was 
knocked out of the air by Ukraine’s air 
defenses hit a children’s shelter. Children 
evacuated from other regions of the coun-
try were living in that shelter, but he told 
the Ukrinform news agency that none of 
the children were injured.

Oleksandr Pertsovskyy, head of 
Ukrzaliznytsia’s passenger service, said the 
missile attack on Lviv damaged railway 
infrastructure, including overhead electri-
cal lines and a motor repair depot.

“We have no reason to believe that the 
strikes were aimed at the railway infra-
structure. The contact network was affect-
ed. There is some damage to the depot, but 
the damage is not critical,” Mr. Pertsovskyy 
said.

The owner of the car service station said 
that his business was hit soon after it 
opened in the morning.

“It happened around 8:30 a.m. – one 
shell flew into our building. I can’t say yet 
what was damaged. The whole area is dam-
aged – cars, buildings, everything is dam-
aged. Everything flew from the shock wave 

– doors, windows, windshields in cars, 
headlights and a security booth. ... The age 
of my workers is from 30-47 years,” said 
the owner of the service station, who asked 
not to be identified.

The Novoyavorivsk City Council report-
ed that one of the individuals killed by the 
strike was 38-year-old Yuriy Kushnir from 
Novoyavorivsk.

Mr. Kushnir, who managed the service 
station, is survived by his mother, Maria, his 
father, Oleksiy, his wife, Irina, a 6-year-old 
son, Vladislav, and sisters Olga and Tetiana.

Nazarii Mandiuk wrote a Facebook post 
encouraging people to support the 
destroyed car service station and the fami-
lies of workers killed there.

“We are in solidarity with our col-
leagues,” Mr. Mandiuk wrote in his post, 
which has been shared more than 500 
times.

“The guys who died were our good 
friends, and they were very good people. 
And the owners of this car service station 
are very kind. It happened to them yester-
day, and tomorrow it may happen to some-
one else. We should all help each other at 
such a time,” wrote Mr. Mandiuk, who 
works at the car service station.

On March 18, Russian missiles hit an air-
craft repair plant in Lviv, but there were no 
casualties.

Russian missiles also previously struck 
the International Center for Peacekeeping 
and Security located in the village of 
Starychi in the Lviv region on March 13. 
Those missiles killed 35 people, and anoth-
er 134 people were hospitalized with vari-
ous injuries, Mr. Kozytskyi said at the time.

(Continued from page 1)

Russian missile...

Secretary (NSDC) Oleksiy Danilov said that 
the full extent of Russia’s new offensive, 
after failing to take Kyiv and other regions, 
hasn’t started. 

Speaking on Radio NV, Mr. Danilov said 
more numerous Russian forces are still 
“probing” Ukraine’s defenses. 

So far, Russia’s advances have been 
“unsuccessful. … Therefore, they will contin-
ue these attempts. It is only a matter of time 
before the so-called great offensive begins.”

Daily British intelligence reports also say 
Russia has had “minimal” successes in the 
Donbas territories. 

In the besieged Azov Sea coastal city of 
Mariupol, Kremlin despot Vladimir Putin 
on April 21 ordered a halt on taking the last 
bastion of resistance at the Azovstal steel 
plant where he said some 2,000 combined 
Ukrainian forces are stationed. 

About 1,000 civilians, mostly women 
and children, are also hiding out in the vast 
tunnels of the factory. 

After two hours of the Kremlin leader’s 
televised announcement, the Azov 
Regiment of the National Guard released 
videos saying the remaining defenders are 
ready to fight along with the marines there, 
state border guards and police officers said. 

Three Russian tanks and two infantry 
fighting vehicles were shown burning in the 
city. A video also showed a torched T-72 tank. 

Mr. Zelenskyy on April 20 told French 
television that Kyiv doesn’t have the 
strength to cross 120 kilometers of almost 
open terrain to free the besieged forces. 
Meanwhile, Mr. Danilov said the defense 
forces in the port city have enough strength 
with which to resist Russia’s attack. 

Still, Putin’s statement indicates that 
Russia has securely established a land 
bridge from its mainland territory to the 
occupied peninsula of Crimea along the 
Azov Sea coast. 

In terms of subversive elements, the 
National Guard announced that, since 

February 24, some 170 saboteurs have 
been detained. 

Long war

As the full-scale invasion enters its second 
phase, some experts are predicting a pro-
tracted war that will lead to more attrition. 

“Moscow can sustain the war militarily 
and economically. It may well last years,” 
wrote Gustav Gressel, senior fellow at the 
European Council on Foreign Relations. 

“Russia is drawing on its Syria playbook 
and regrouping for a long war to seize the 
whole of Ukraine. The West needs to take 
action now to supply Ukraine with Western 
equipment,” he said.

Yet, Ukraine could’ve ended the war 
sooner had it received the heavy weaponry 
for which it asked, Mr. Zelenskyy said earlier 
in the week in one of his nightly addresses. 

“If we had access to all the weapons we 
need, which our partners have and which 
are comparable to the weapons used by the 
Russian Federation, we would have already 
ended this war,” he said. “We would have 
already restored peace and liberated our 
territory from the occupiers. Because the 
superiority of the Ukrainian military in tac-
tics and wisdom is quite obvious.”

Washington announced another $800 
million of new weapons this week that will 
include more artillery and custom-made 
war drones, U.S. President Joe Biden 
announced.

Included in the arsenal are 72 additional 
howitzers, 144,000 artillery rounds and 
121 so-called Ghost drones that were 
developed in response to Kyiv’s specific 
“requirements,” Pentagon spokesman John 
Kirby said. 

The defensive aid will allow Ukraine to 
outfit five artillery battalions. 

Norway said it gave 100 sophisticated 
air-defense systems, another requirement 
of Kyiv to stave off constant Russian bom-
bardment of its cities. 

Nearly 2,000 residential buildings in 
Kharkiv, Ukraine’s second-largest city locat-
ed 40 kilometers from Russia’s border, have 
been destroyed and one-third of its resi-

dents have fled the city, Mayor Ihor 
Terekhov said. 

Spain and the Netherlands also announ-
ced delivery of heavy weapons this week. 

“And I am very pleased to say, with cau-
tious optimism, that our partners started to 
understand our needs better,” Mr. Zelens kyy 
said. “[They] understand what exactly we 
need. And when exactly we need all this. Not 
in weeks, not in a month, but immediately.”

In addition, AeroVironment said it was 
donating 100 reconnaissance drones to 
Kyiv for the country “to protect their home-
land and defend their nation’s freedom 
against Russian invasion.”

The company said its drones “can fly 
undetected by enemy forces and unaffected 
by radio frequency jammers to deliver 
accurate and rapid reconnaissance of … the 
dynamically changing battlefield.”

Also, this week the Pentagon clarified 
that Ukraine received enough spare parts 
and equipment to deploy 20 additional 
combat aircraft to keep the skies contested 
from Russia’s more superior air power. 

Staying economically afloat

Washington-based lender International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) said that Ukraine 
needs $5 billion to sustain its economy. 

Part of Mr. Biden’s assistance package 
included $500 million in financial aid. And 
the Group of Seven industrialized countries 
said that $24 billion will be provided to 
Ukraine this year and more will be provid-
ed if needed, Reuters reported. 

According to the Kiel Institute for the 
World Economy, which lists and quantifies 
military, financial and humanitarian aid 
pledges to Ukraine, the U.S. has provided 
Kyiv “significantly more than the entire 
European Union, in whose immediate 
neighborhood the war is raging,” Christoph 
Trebesch, research director at the institute, 
said in a statement.

More sanctions

More than 40 individuals and entities 
were sanctioned by the U.S. government 
this week for the ongoing Russian war. 

Nationalist tycoon Konstantin Malofeyev 
was one of them, as was Bitriver AG, a large 
cryptocurrency mining company. Russian 
ships were also banned from U.S. ports, 
after having barred Russian airplanes from 
U.S. airspace. 

Britain’s latest round of sanctions this 
week targeted military leaders and defense 
companies.

One of the sanctioned officers is Lt. Col. 
Azatbek Omurbekov, the so-called ‘Butcher 
of Bucha,’ who was the commanding officer 
of the unit that occupied the Kyiv suburb 
where more than 400 executed bodies of 
civilians were found after Kyiv forces rout-
ed Russian forces there. 

Human costs

The United Nations says more than 12 
million Ukrainians are displaced, with more 
than 5 million fleeing the country as of April 
20. Ninety-percent of the asylum seekers 
are women and children since men aged 
18-60 are required to stay in the country. 

Legislatively, Ukraine’s parliament 
expectedly prolonged martial law for 
another month until May 25. 

The Verkhovna Rada also passed a law 
that simplifies seizing the assets of sanc-
tioned Russians throughout the duration of 
martial law. 

“The law intends to prevent economic 
assets from being used against Ukraine’s 
national security, as well as to attract assets 
that can be used to plan, incite and wage 
aggressive war, as well as to improve 
Ukraine’s defense and reparation,” Republic 
World reported. 

A sixth prisoner exchange was held on 
April 19, Deputy Prime Minister Iryna 
Vereshchuk said. 

19 Ukrainians were swapped for an 
undisclosed number of Russians. They 
included two officers, eight soldiers and 
nine civilians. Previous exchanges were 
held at parity. 76 Ukrainian captives were 
released on April 19. A 30-30 prisoner 
swap was held on April 14 and 86 prison-
ers from each side were exchanged on April 
1. 

(Continued from page 1)

Russia concentrates...
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While the Western world reacted in horror to the atrocities being committed by 
the Russian military in towns across Ukraine, most infamously in Bucha, Russian 
President Vladimir Putin responded by issuing a decree on April 18 honoring the 
very brigade accused by Kyiv of committing those war crimes. The move came after 
Ukrainian forces retook the town and discovered, in just one of many examples of 
potential war crimes committed in Ukraine, a corpse with a gunshot wound to the 
individual’s head. That individual had his hands bound behind his back, indicating 
that this individual was potentially executed.

Speaking with RFE/RL’s Vazha Tavberidze, former Ukrainian prime minister 
Arseniy Yatsenyuk said the actions of the Russian military in Ukraine have a very 
clear motive.

“In the Kyiv suburbs, in Mariupol, in Chernihiv, in Kharkiv – the tactics of the 
Russian military are very clear: to kill everyone and to destroy everything,” Mr. 
Yatsenyuk said.

In speaking with CNN on April 20, Oleksandr Markushyn, the mayor of Irpin, 
Ukraine, said city officials who have been working to clear the city of any danger 
after the Russian military retreated from the city have found explosives attached to 
children’s toys.  They found explosives attached to children’s toys.  We can’t even 
begin to imagine what inconceivable darkness rests in the mind, or the heart and 
soul, of the individual who attached explosives to children’s toys.

On April 21, Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez and Danish Prime Minister 
Mette Frederiksen visited Kyiv.  Following a visit to the town of Borodyanka, located 
just northwest of Kyiv, Mr. Sanchez said in a tweet that he was “shocked to witness 
the horror and atrocities of [Russian President Vladimir] Putin’s war on the streets 
of Borodyanka.” Police there said the bodies of nine civilians had been found with 
some showing signs of torture.

It is now becoming the norm rather than the exception that, after Russian troops 
retreat from Ukraine’s towns and villages, officials find further evidence that civil-
ians were horrifically tortured, beaten and killed.

Recently released satellite images from Marxar Technologies appear to show 
mass graves outside of Mariupol.  Ukrainian officials, among them President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy, have cautioned that, while the atrocities uncovered in the 
country have been horrific, they believe the worst of Russia’s war crimes have not 
yet been revealed to the Western world.  Mr. Zelenskyy has said that he believes the 
scope of the crimes in Mariupol will by far dwarf what the world saw in Bucha.

Let us be clear, the Western world has the power to stop this war right now.  But 
we don’t believe it is a question of the political or diplomatic will of a country’s lead-
ership.  The leadership in any representative democratic society is necessarily 
beholden to a large degree to the desires and whims of its broader voting public.  
After all, that leadership represents the people.  Our question, then, is directed not to 
the political and diplomatic leadership of the Western world, but it is directed to 
each and every one of you.

How many more innocent children must die?  How many more toys with explo-
sives attached to them must be detonated in the hands of an innocent child?  How 
many more people must be raped, tortured, beaten, and murdered for you demand 
from your elected officials that they put an end to this madness?  You have that 
power.  We all have that power to collectively end this war by demanding from our 
leadership that they put an end to the tragic suffering and death occurring in 
Ukraine.

The Ukrainian Weekly

Seven years ago, on the eve of the 30th anniversary of the 
1986 Chornobyl nuclear disaster, on April 25, 2016, Associated 
Press reporters who visited the edge of the Chornobyl exclusion 
zone in Belarus said that milk from a dairy farm there contained 
radioactive isotopes at least 10 times higher than the country’s 
safety limits allowed. The milk was tested by the AP reporters 

after it was offered to them by dairy farmer Nikolai Chubenok, whose land was located 
approximately 45 kilometers north of the Chornobyl nuclear power plant.

The farm, with 50 dairy cows, produced milk for the local factory of Milkavita, which 
produces Parmesan cheese that is sold primarily in Russia. Milkavita disputed the AP 
report, calling the findings “impossible,” and insisted that their own tests showed that 
traces of radioactive isotopes in the milk supply were well below safety limits.

As of January 1, 2016, more than 1.9 million citizens of Ukraine were named victims of 
the Chornobyl disaster, among them 108,530 disabled individuals and 418,777 children. 
More than 35,000 families had received benefits from the government as a result of losing 
a primary income earner in the family whose death was related to the Chornobyl disaster.

Also in 2016, construction began on the Chornobyl New Safe Confinement (NSC) that 
houses reactor number four of the Chornobyl nuclear power plant that exploded in 1986. 
The newer structure replaced the previous “sarcophagus” Shelter Structure, which was 
constructed immediately following the disaster. The NSC was designed to confine the 
radioactive remains of the fourth reactor for the next 100 years. It was built with assis-
tance from the international community, including the European Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development, the French consortium Novarka with Vinci Construction Grands Projets 
and Bouygues Travaux Publics. The construction was completed in 2018.

In February, Russian forces again invaded Ukraine and occupied the Chornobyl 
Exclusion Zone. The International Atomic Energy Agency, which reports to the United 
Nations, said they saw an uptick in radiation output, though their measure still fell “within 

April
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Turning the pages back...

(Continued on page 7)

What more will it take?

Dear Editor:

The Azov Special Operations Detach-
ment, a reformulated unit, is now under the 
National Guard of Ukraine. It includes some 
400 volunteers (among them soldiers from 
the United States) from different, mostly 
western, nations who are holding out at the 
Azovstal Iron and Steel Works in Mariupol, 
Ukraine.  The unit is in imminent danger, 
and some believe Russia may use tactical 
nuclear weapons against it, as the unit is a 
major impediment to Russia’s offensive on 
the Donbas. By various accounts, the 
Kremlin wants to conclude its war on 
Ukraine by May 9, a Soviet holiday.

Prior to being enrolled into the National 
Guard of Ukraine, the unit was criticized 
for including “far right extremists.” These 
fighters, who have endured massive 

Russian bombardments, are now barely 
hanging on in Mariupol. They have 
redeemed themselves by courageously 
defending and dying for those freedoms 
that Western nations hold dear. Though 
unfairly judged by many, they have become 
heroes, perhaps akin to King Leonidas and 
the 300 Spartans who held the pass at 
Thermo pylae in Greece against an over-
whelming Persian force.

I suspect that their far-right views have 
long been tempered as they fight for sur-
vival and for the freedoms sought by the 
people of Ukraine and shared in Western 
capitals.  In the end, we see what is in a 
person’s heart and soul when we look at 
the ideals for which they are ready to die.

Andriy (Andy) Pawlowych
Union, N J.

Azov unit fighting for same freedoms  
that Western nations hold dear

 LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Opinions expressed by columnists, commentators and letter-writers are their 
own and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of either The Ukrainian Weekly 
editorial staff or its publisher, the Ukrainian National Association. Similarly, paid 
advertisements do not reflect the opinions of either The Weekly or its publisher.

OpiniOns

scored by Budapest’s refusal to join 
EU-wide sanctions against Moscow and a 
recently restated commitment to Russian 
gas and oil imports – and support in the 
ongoing French election for “pro-Putin” 
presidential candidate Marine Le Pen.

He also cited a widely reported snub of a 
potential visit by German President Walter 
Steinmeier by Mr. Zelenskyy’s office, which 
denied rejecting any request from Berlin to 
come to Kyiv as the Estonian, Latvian, 
Lithuanian and Polish counterparts were 
getting ready for a joint visit last week.

“I believe that it would be better for 
German-Ukrainian relations to have the 
German president in Kyiv,” Mr. Yatsenyuk 
said.

Under ex-Chancellor Angela Merkel, 
experts say, Berlin spent years tempering 
some of the West’s most strident criticism 
of Moscow and calls for punitive measures 
in part to keep energy and trade ties open.

Social Democrat Olaf Scholz and his 
“traffic light coalition” government have 
pursued a tougher line since succeeding 
Ms. Merkel in December 2021. Mr. Scholz 
has cooperated closely with EU members 
and Washington to supply weapons and 
other support to Kyiv since the all-out 
Russian invasion began.

Ms. Merkel and Mr. Steinmeier have each 
publicly acknowledged underestimating 
the Russian threat.

“German politics has changed dramati-
cally, completely, which is good for 
Germany [and] is good for Ukraine,” Mr. 
Yatsenyuk said, citing German reliance on 
Russian oil and gas, investment and even 
diplomacy. “This kind of policy made 
Germany weaker, not stronger.”

The former Ukrainian prime minister 
cited the cost in the eyes of the German 
public of the war in Ukraine and Berlin’s 
past policies.

“Germany has to realize that in the short 
term, they need to pay the price,” Mr. 
Yatsenyuk told RFE/RL’s Georgian Service. 
“And this price is nothing compared with 
the price Ukrainians are paying.”

Now that they’ve made the “right 
choice,” he said, “they have to execute this 

choice, to go down this road.”
Among EU nonmembers or aspiring 

members, Mr. Yatsenyuk cited efforts by the 
governments of fellow former Soviet 
republics Georgia and Moldova to maintain 
neutrality in the current conflict as “just 
wrong, period.”

Thousands of Russian troops are in both 
countries – in Georgia’s case to defend sepa-
ratist bids since a five-day war in 2008, and 
in Moldova to hold onto a Soviet-era mili-
tary presence despite Chisinau’s repeated 
requests that Moscow remove them.

Both Tbilisi and Chisinau have formally 
applied for EU membership, fast-tracking 
their respective bids when Russian troops 
flooded across Ukraine’s borders nearly 
two months ago.

“They know the Russian playbook. We 
all shared the same values,” Mr. Yatsenyuk 
said. “And in these dramatic and challeng-
ing times, it was so important for the 
Ukrainian people, and for the people of 
Georgia and Moldova, to show real unity, to 
stay as one united front, to impose sanc-
tions against Russia. If Ukraine fails, both 
Moldova and Georgia will fail. Period.”

He cautioned those and other countries 
against trusting Putin and cited a history of 
broken promises.

In a speech in the days before launching 
the full-scale invasion, Putin called Ukraine 
an integral part of Russia, questioned 
Ukrainian nationhood and culture and sug-
gested it had never achieved “real statehood.”

In the hours before the attack com-
menced, he cited the goal of “demilitariza-
tion” and “de-Nazification” of Ukraine, the 
latter a frequent canard in Moscow’s years-
long effort to delegitimize Ukrainian gov-
ernments since the 2013-2014 unrest that 
ousted President Viktor Yanukovych.

“Russia never needs any kind of pretext,” 
Mr. Yatsenyuk said. “They will always find 
this pretext.”

(Written by Andy Heil based on an inter-
view conducted by Vazha Tavberidze.)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-russia-yat-
s e ny u k- i n te r v i e w - w i n - exte r m i n a t-
ed/31812872.html).

(Continued from page 3)

Kyiv’s...



7THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, APRIL 24, 2022No. 17

On April 14, the Ukrainian parliament 
adopted a declaration on genocide being 
committed by Russia in Ukraine. Can the 
atrocities committed by Russia in Ukraine 
since February 24 really be called geno-
cide? Article 2 of the United Nations’ 
Convention on the Prevention and 
Punishment of the Crime of Genocide – 
also known as the Genocide Convention – 
stipulates the following:

 “In the present Convention, genocide 
means any of the following acts commit-
ted with intent to destroy, in whole or in 
part, a national, ethnical, racial or religious 
group, as such: (a) killing members of the 
group; (b) causing serious bodily or men-
tal harm to members of the group; (c) 
deliberately inflicting on the group condi-
tions of life calculated to bring about its 
physical destruction in whole or in part; 
(d) imposing measures intended to pre-
vent births within the group; and (e) forci-
bly transferring children of the group to 
another group.”

On March 16, the International Court of 
Justice (ICJ) in the Hague rendered an 
interim judgment in the case of Ukraine 
versus the Russian Federation. It declared 
first that “Ukraine and the Russian 
Federation are both parties to the 
Genocide Convention.”

It also said that, “the Court considers 
that the civilian population affected by the 
present conflict is extremely vulnerable. 
The ‘special military operation’ being con-
ducted by the Russian Federation has 
resulted in numerous civilian deaths and 
injuries. It has also caused significant 
material damage, including the destruc-
tion of buildings and infrastructure. 
Attacks are ongoing and are creating 
increasingly difficult living conditions for 
the civilian population. Many persons 
have no access to the most basic food-
stuffs, potable water, electricity, essential 
medicines or heating. A very large number 
of people are attempting to flee from the 
most affected cities under extremely inse-
cure conditions.”

As a result, the ICJ indicated that it 
would take provisional measures.

“The Russian Federation shall immedi-
ately suspend the military operations that 
it commenced on February 24 in the terri-
tory of Ukraine,” the ICJ said.

“Russia blatantly violates this judgment 
of the International Court of Justice as 
Russian forces relentlessly pursue their 
vicious bombardments of the civilian pop-
ulation and infrastructure of Ukraine, 
including hospitals and schools, and com-
mits countless war crimes by killing, rap-
ing, torturing and starving Ukraine’s civil-
ian population and forcibly deporting chil-
dren from the Donbas region [of Ukraine] 
to Russia. One only needs to recall the hor-

rific images from Bucha, Irpin, Kramatorsk 
and Mariupol,” the ICJ statement said.

On April 12, U.S. President Joe Biden 
addressed the issue of genocide in Ukraine 
in comments directed at the American 
public.

“Your family budget, your ability to fill 
up your tank, none of it should hinge on 
whether a dictator declares war and com-
mits genocide a half a world away,” Mr. 
Biden said.

It was the first time since Russia 
launched its genocidal war on Ukraine 
that the president of the United States 
called the atrocities being committed 
there “genocide.”

“I called it genocide because it’s 
become clearer and clearer that [Russian 
President Vladimir] Putin is just trying to 
wipe out even the idea of being Ukrainian. 
The evidence is mounting,” Mr. Biden said.

Russian authorities and its military 
forces are indeed trying to wipe out even 
the idea of being Ukrainian, which stems 
from Putin’s denial of the very existence of 
the Ukrainian people as a whole.

On July 12, 2021, in an article titled “On 
the Historical Unity of Russians and 
Ukrainians,” Putin wrote the following:

“When I was asked about Russian-
Ukrainian relations, I said that Russians 
and Ukrainians were one people – a single 
whole. These words were not driven by 
some short-term considerations or 
prompted by the current political context. 
It is what I have said on numerous occa-
sions and what I firmly believe,” Putin 
wrote.

Incredibly, according to Putin’s version 
of history, “the name ‘Ukraine’ was used 
more often in the meaning of the Old 
Russian word ‘okraina’ (periphery), … 
referring to various border territories. 
And the word ‘Ukrainian’ … originally 
referred to frontier guards who protected 
the external borders.”

Putin and the Kremlin are obviously 
aware of the atrocities being committed 
against the Ukrainian people, and by their 
conduct the Russian political and military 
leadership endorses such acts of savagery 
and ensures that the Russian forces per-
petuate them.

This damning evidence demonstrates 
that Russia is committing acts with the 
intent to destroy, in whole or in part, the 
Ukrainian people. And that is genocide, 
acco rding  to  the  U.N.  Genocide 
Convention. The international community 
must recognize this genocide and respond 
accordingly.

Eugene Czolij is president of the non-gov-
ernmental organization “Ukraine-2050” 
and former president of the Ukrainian 
World Congress (2008-2018).

by Herbert Covre Lino Simão

“April is the cruelest month” 
– T.S. Eliot

One hundred years ago, the American 
poet T. S. Eliot published “The Waste 
Land,” a long and fragmented poem that 
portrays the disillusionment of humanity, 
lack of harmony and sterile modern man 
existence as a result of a post-war era dev-
astated by the World War I.

The poem begins with an emblematic 
verse: “April is the cruelest month.” In 
April, more than a month after Russia 
launched its full-scale invasion of Ukraine 
on February 24, the cruelty of the war 
against the Ukrainian people can be seen 
live on television and on Facebook, 
Instagram and Twitter.

The news channels broadcast the mas-
sacre 24 hours a day. It is a war waged 
from afar in which missiles have been 
fired indiscriminately at cities, destroying 
residential buildings, hospitals, schools, 
universities and maternity wards. Though 
the missiles are fired from afar, the war 
kills humans up close as Russia’s tanks 
consciously fire on civilian targets.

In the middle of it all, the devastation of 
the city of Mariupol, now a wasteland, has 
become the tragic portrait of a meaning-
less war initiated by the vanity of Russia’s 
authoritarian ruler, Vladimir Putin.

Eight years after annexing the Crimean 
Peninsula, Russia again invaded Ukraine, 
this time from the east, the north and the 
south under the false pretext of protecting 
Russian citizens in the Donetsk and 
Luhansk regions located in the eastern 
part of Ukraine within the Donbass.

The Ukrainian people have resisted and 
will  continue to do so. President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy has heroically led 
the way, tenaciously standing in the heart 
of the country, in the capital Kyiv, with sol-
diers who kill and die. Among them are 
civilians, lawyers, actors, engineers, armed 
men and women fighting for their country 
and against the aggressor, which is now a 
not-so-foreign enemy, as Ukraine is the 
land of many Russians.

Death has been present in Kharkiv, 
Chernihiv, Zhytomyr, Zaporizhia, Kherson, 
Mykolaiv. Missiles have hit Kyiv and even 
Lviv, in the far west of the country, which 
nearly borders Poland. Officials in Odesa 
fear for the city’s physical integrity and 
the lives of its people.

Besides the bombs, people have also 
head to deal with the cold, water shortag-
es and a lack of food. Proper burial of the 
dead throughout Ukraine will have to 
wait; mass graves currently shelter, with-
out condolences, the victims of Putin’s 
unjust war.

In addition to a breach of international 
law, Putin’s war crimes have accumulated 
in a little more than a month. As in a game 
of chess, Putin moves his pieces of 
destruction, but he ignores international 
rules of war.

There is no distinction between civilian 
and military targets. Indeed, the attacks 
on civilian targets show his intention to 
transform Ukraine into a wasteland. The 
Geneva Convention, in Putin’s hands, 
become “Ein stück papier,” as Ferdinand 
Lassalle put it. The cold wind carries the 
smell of death under the fire of missiles. 
There are no funeral services, and there 
are no final goodbyes.

News from the frontlines detail poten-
tial war crimes, as evidence mounts that 
innocent civilians have been deliberately 
targeted in Ukraine; Russian troops 
appear to intentionally cause either great 
suffering or serious injuries to civilians, 
children, women and the elderly. The 
extensive destruction of civilian private 
property, of large residential areas, of 
entire cities, have occurred without any 
military justification. Innocent people are 
taken hostage and illegally transported to 
Russian territory.

Although ignored by Putin, the Rome 
Statute, which established the Inter-
national Criminal Court, has strict provi-
sions concerning war crimes and crimes 
against humanity. By killing entire 
Ukrainian families, by decimating hun-
dreds of children, Russian soldiers with 
Putin in the lead are very close to perpe-
trating genocide against the Ukrainian 
people.

The flames burn in Ukraine as the land 
dies. The sound of thunder echoes 
through the skies as Russia fires missiles 
at civilian targets and at a peaceful popu-
lation.

The plains of Ukraine, which feed the 
world, now endure a reign of flame and 
pain. The soil is black, not because it is rich 
in minerals, but because it is stained by 
blood draining from the people of Ukraine.

Reading T.S. Eliot’s poem today, in the 
midst of a war in Ukraine unjustly 
launched by Russia, and seeing, hearing 
and feeling the pain and suffering of the 
Ukrainian people, makes the voice of 
another poet, a symbol of a nation and a 
language, resound.

In the 19th century, Ukrainian poet 
Taras Shevchenko (1814-1861) was 
arrested, forbidden to write and con-
demned to live in exile by Tsar Nicholas I 
of the then Russian Empire.

Shevchenko wrote the poem “Zapovit” 
(Testament) in which he bequeathed to 
posterity his last wish:

“When I am dead, bury me
In my beloved Ukraine,
My tomb upon a grave mound high
Amid the spreading plain,
So that the fields, the boundless steppes,
The Dnipro’s plunging shore
My eyes could see, my ears could hear
The mighty river roar.” 
(Translated into English by John Weir)
Yesterday, as today, war, the horror of 

war, removes lyricism from poetry. But it 
allows for reflection on the fate of those 
who unjustly cause pain and suffering to 
innocent victims, as imagined in 
Shevchenko’s poem. Remembering the 
Dnipro River, which runs through the heart 
of Ukraine, Shevchenko wrote:

“When from Ukraine the Dnipro bears
Into the deep blue sea
The blood of foes ...”
Even in the face of the reality of war, 

there is still hope of building peace for the 
people of Ukraine. They will once again 
become an immense, free family, proud to 
represent an independent, democratic 
heroic Ukraine. Slava Ukraini!

Russia is committing genocide in Ukraine Out of the ashes of a wasteland, 
Ukraine will rise

 COMMENTARY

the operational range.” Ukraine’s officials in 
February believed the increased radiation 
levels may have been caused by military 
activity or vehicles “stirring up soil still 
contaminated from the 1986 incident.” 
However, because of the military activity, it 
was unclear if this was the exact cause of 
the increased radiation levels. Ukraine’s 
Armed Forces recaptured the site in early 
April.

This year, on April 18, Ukraine authori-

ties informed the IAEA that seven of the 15 
operational nuclear reactors in Ukraine 
were connected to the country’s power 
grid, including two at the Russia-controlled 
Zaporizhia nuclear power plant, two at the 
Rivne nuclear power plant, two at the 
South Ukraine nuclear power plant (in 
Mykolaiv) and one at the Khmelntysky 
nuclear power plant. The eight other reac-
tors have been shut down for regular main-
tenance or held in reserve.

Source: “Chornobyl contamination found 
in milk,” (RFE/RL, based on reporting by AP) 
The Ukrainian Weekly, May 1, 2016.

(Continued from page 6)

Turning...

Herbert Covre Lino Simão is a professor 
of the philosophy of law in Brazil. The com-
mentary above was translated from the 
original Portuguese by Adriana Ferreira 
Heery. Mr. Covre Lino Simão can be reached 
at herbertcovre@linosimao.com.br.
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31. According to SBU spokesperson Artem 
Dekhtyarenko, the Russian special services 
tried to conduct a “special information 
operation, which aimed at shaking the 
moral and psychological state of the 
Ukrainian security forces.” During a rela-
tively short period of time, the bot farm 
managed to send 5,000 cellphone text mes-
sages to Ukrainian military and law 
enforcement personnel encouraging them 
to defect and surrender to the Russians. 
The message read, “The outcome of events 
is predetermined! Be prudent and refuse to 
support nationalism and discredited lead-
ers of the country who have already fled 
the capital!!!” (Ukrinform.ua, March 31).

The bot farm was quickly discovered by 
SBU cyber specialists. It turned out that the 
operation was being conducted remotely 
by the Russians, with equipment located in 
the Dnipropetrovsk region. The owner of 
the house where the equipment was 
installed said he did not know about his 
role in Russia’s “special information opera-
tion.” For connecting the equipment to the 
internet and downloading SIM cards from 
mobile operators, he received $2,000 a 
month (Facebook.com, March 31).

A bot farm that created tens of thou-
sands of fake accounts monthly was also 
dismantled in the Zhytomyr region. This 
particular network carried out attacks on 
systems of critical infrastructure facilities, 
sent malware phishing emails and execut-
ed distributed denial of service (DDoS) 
attacks on government information 
resources, all using Russian domains for-
bidden in Ukraine (Ssu.gov.ua, April 8).

Some bot farms tasked with carrying out 
wartime disinformation campaigns on 
Telegram, WhatsApp and Viber are physi-
cally situated in Russia. Cyber specialists of 
the SBU have identified more than 7,000 
Russia-based mobile phone numbers used 
for this purpose (Interfax, February 26).

According to Farid Safarov, Ukraine’s 
deputy minister of energy for digital devel-
opment, digital transformation and digiti-
zation, the number of cyberattacks against 
Ukraine’s energy sector during the first 40 
days of the ongoing war exceeded 200,000. 
During the week of April 4 alone, there 
were approximately 20,000 cybersecurity 
incidents. Since the beginning of the large-
scale hostilities, Ukraine recorded 50 
attempted DDoS attacks against the coun-

try’s electric supply. In contrast, Ukraine 
experienced only two such incidents in 
2021. Mr. Safarov said that the purpose of 
these attacks is to “stand in Ukraine’s way 
of linking up with the Pan European elec-
trical grid” (Epravda.com.ua, April 12). The 
latest attempted attack sought to damage 
high-voltage electrical substations, com-
puters and networking equipment. It was 
conducted by the notorious hacking group 
Sandworm (UAC-0082), linked to Russia’s 
military intelligence agency (Unit 74455) 
(Biz.liga.net, April 12). However, Ukraine’s 
Computer Emergency Response Team 
(CERT-UA) was able to block this cyber 
assault (Derzhspetszvyazok, April 12).

To help counter Russia’s attacks and 
coordinate efforts in the information war, 
the Ukrainian Ministry of Digital 
Transformation and the Ministry of Culture 
and Information Policy launched the 
“Internet Army of Ukraine” volunteer 
movement, which includes an International 
IT Legion. This grouping brings together 
more than 310,000 Ukrainian and interna-
tional IT professionals, cyber specialists, 
creative workers and ordinary people, who 
are fighting against Russia in the cyber 
domain (Ain.ua, March 17). To join the IT 
Army, one needs to subscribe to either the 
Telegram or Discord channels of the proj-
ect, in which current tasks are published 
(Ivukr, accessed April 12). Apart from these 
messengers, the IT Army also uses Viber, 
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and Reddit. 
The IT Army’s tasks include defending 
Ukrainian cyberspace, blocking Russian 
digital propaganda and disinformation out-
lets, spreading truthful information about 
the war in Ukraine among the Russian pop-
ulation, and putting pressure on companies 
that do not want to withdraw their busi-
ness from Russia (Ain.ua, March 17).

Although the majority of Russia’s cyber/
information operations are now mostly 
concentrated in Ukrainian cyberspace, the 
international community needs to remem-
ber that due to the interconnectedness of 
the global web, even local cyberattacks can 
quickly become transnational in nature. To 
prevent spillover effects from these cyber-
attacks, the international community will 
need to continue to pay special attention to 
the developments on the Ukrainian cyber 
front.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

some 150 kilometers south of Odesa 
(Kommersant, April 14). Official Russian 
reporting admitted only the detonation of 
ammunition as a result of a fire aboard, 
which forced the crew to abandon the ship; 
i t  said nothing about casualties 
(Nezavisimaya Gazeta, April 14). Russia’s 
admirals are primarily concerned about 
their commander-in-chief ’s reaction. In 
July 2000, at the start of Putin’s reign, they 
attempted to explain away the disaster of 
the Kursk nuclear submarine sinking by 
blaming a supposed hostile action by a sub-
marine operated by the United States; and 
now they are trying to disavow the hit by 
the Ukrainian missiles, admitting only to an 
“accident” that cannot possibly be investi-
gated (Moskovsky Komsomolets, Glavred.
Info, April 15). The symbolism of this 
shocking naval defeat cannot be dispelled 
by any simple propaganda, so Messrs. 
Dvornikov and Shoigu are certain to come 
under heavy pressure from the Kremlin to 
urgently deliver a more impressive victory 
in the Donbas than just capturing the utter-
ly devastated Mariupol.

The only reason the top brass can give to 
justify their present and forthcoming set-
backs is the massive Western military sup-
port for Ukraine. And this explanation con-
tains an element of truth, as the deliveries 
of heavy armaments from the U.S. and 
many European states have expanded 
(Nezavisimoe Voennoe Obozrenie, April 
14). But the Russian Foreign Affairs 
Ministry found no better way to address 
this problem than to issue a diplomatic 
note to Washington and other suppliers, 
warning about the “unpredictable conse-
quences” of this interference (Moscow 
Times, April 16). Even though this threat 
was left hopelessly ambiguous, it was clear-
ly not meant for domestic consumption 
since the Russian mainstream media has 
barely mentioned it (Rossiiskaya Gazeta, 
April 14). The wording in the note is actual-
ly softer than Putin’s warning, issued on 
day one of the “special military operation” 
to all those who might try to obstruct it, 
that they would face “consequences you 
have never seen in your history” (Interfax, 
February 24).

The timing of the odd diplomatic 
demarche seems rather divorced from the 
slow-moving battles in the Donbas, where 
Ukrainian reinforcements armed with U.S. 

155-milimeter howitzers and (potentially) 
German Leopard-1 tanks will keep coming 
no matter what objections Moscow raises 
(Gazeta.ru, April 15). Putin insists that it is 
not the Donbas but the breakdown of the 
U.S.-led unipolar world order that is “the 
main thing” (Bfm.ru, April 12). So, 
Moscow’s reminder about the “conse-
quences” was, therefore, aimed rather at 
the fast-moving preparations in Finland 
and Sweden to make a decision about join-
ing the North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO) – an outcome that would deliver a 
hard blow to Putin’s vision of a disunited 
and debilitated West (Nezavisimaya Gazeta, 
April 14). With the bulk of Russian conven-
tional forces concentrated and wrecked in 
the Ukraine theater, the only means avail-
able to counter this perceived aggravation 
of security in the North is nuclear; and so 
Russian experts are eager to entertain new 
variations of the old brinksmanship tactics 
(Moskovsky Komsomolets, April 14). A plan 
to move a few dozen non-strategic nuclear 
munitions to modernized storage in the 
Kaliningrad region will quite probably be 
announced in the coming weeks, but 
Russia’s security cannot possibly be 
improved by nuclear counter-balancing in 
the Baltic Sea region (Vzglyad, April 15).

Nuclear saber rattling can increase risks, 
but it cannot offer Russia any edge in its 
confrontation with the West, which in 
Putin’s imagination is on the brink of 
breakdown determined by economic 
decline, political discord and moral decay. 
In reality, he has delivered his own country 
to exactly the same critical degradation, 
and Russia’s chances of surviving the esca-
lating calamity diminish with every day the 
devastating war in Ukraine persists. Failure 
to achieve even the meaningless minimum 
war aims in the Donbas will necessitate a 
reckoning with this actuality. The generals, 
who have experienced the fierceness of 
Ukrainian defense and the demoralization 
of their own troops, will be the first within 
the top political-military leadership to drop 
the denials of defeat. The looming conflict 
between Putin and his top brass will not be 
able to be resolved by Stalinist-style purg-
es, because the chain of command in the 
war must be preserved. A bottom-up reso-
lution is, thus, looking more and more 
probable.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)

Failure looms...
(Continued from page 2)

Ukraine’s...

‘National Museum’ documents historical effort to preserve Ukrainian identity in small Kyiv art house
by Anne Essenhigh

Wars have a way of forcing urgent deci-
sions on invaded people – decisions that 
shine a stark light on their actions: Dessert 
today? We are lucky to have food. That 
beautiful pink bedroom where a teenager 
gabbed endlessly with her friends? It’s 
destroyed. There’s glass everywhere. The 
windows are shattered, and it must be 
abandoned.  The one-eyed teddy bear that 
little Ivan desperately hugs now? He can-
not leave it. Into the small suitcase it goes. 
Ivan needs it more than anything now.  But 
how about that cheap reproduction icon 
that still hangs askew in the kitchen with 
its glass cover all cracked? It was a school 
prize. Should it be left, or should it be fold-
ed without its frame into the suitcase? It’s 
only a reminder on torn wet paper now of 
what once was.

Ukraine has been invaded.  Reminders 

are already needed.
Just such a reminder took place at New 

York City’s Scandinavia House on March 
18. The event was the premiere of 
Ukrainian filmmaker Andrei Zagdansky’s 
documentary film “National Museum” 
(Ukraine, 2021).  It is an unapologetically 
Ukrainian ode to the country’s art through 
several centuries.

The audience in New York, some of them 
from the Ukrainian diaspora who had 
learned to cherish “reminders” from the 
ruins of World War II, saw art that was 
uniquely Ukrainian in treatment and in 
subject matter.

Mr. Zagdansky’s documentary provides 
an aperçu of Ukrainian identity that had 
been created and preserved at the National 
Museum in Kyiv, which he described as a 
small but dedicated museum that hap-
pened to become deeply involved with the 
works of two major Ukrainian art move-

ments: the Baroque in the 17th century 
and the Avant-Garde in the 20th. 

The documentary starts with the remov-
al of a heavy marble statue of Lenin from 
the museum. It is more than just a removal. 
It is a symbol of the end of an era of subju-
gation by the Soviet Union. The National 
Museum is an imposing building that has 
seen better days and needs renovations 
outside and inside. As Lenin exits the 
premises thumping on uneven steps, fresh 
air flows in. Construction workers, set to 
revamp the building, as well as curators 
and helpers dig into their stashes for trea-
sures long hidden from the executioner’s 
eye.

Curators first exhibit holy icons from the 
17th century. The fixed, unswerving gazes 
of God, angels and saints could pierce the 
most determined apparatchik with a faith 
as resolute as that of the first Christians.  
The icons are beautiful even when they 

show damage from centuries of neglect or 
hasty restorations. They are accompanied 
by other works dedicated to the glory of 
God: a byzantine wood sculpture of St. 
George singed yet deemed worthy to travel 
to the Metropolitan Museum of Art; a reli-
quary made of tin or silver; metal works 
representing the Kyiv Pechersk Lavra – the 
Kyiv Monastery of the Caves. They are all 
on display to a public starved for repressed 
history.  And while the curators discuss the 
exhibit, work on the roof, the walls, the 
windows and the pipes goes on.

In the next phase of the documentary, 
Mr. Zagdansky turns to more secular 
expressions of the Ukrainian Baroque: 
Mazepa and Atamans take central stage.  
The paintings morph into concrete visions 
of cultural and political identity separate 
from that found in Russia. And still work on 

 FILM REvIEw

(Continued on page 17)
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UOC-U.S.A. delivers humanitarian aid, ambulances and minivans to Ukraine
UOC-U.S.A.

SOMERSET, N.J. – The Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church of the U.S.A. (UOC-U.S.A.) 
has delivered humanitarian aid to refugees 
and to those who remain in war-torn 
Ukraine. As the full-scale war launched by 
Russia against Ukraine on February 24 
passed its 50th day, the world has wit-
nessed atrocities being committed in 
Ukraine that many have called genocide.

Archbishop Daniel, ruling hierarch of the 
Western Eparchy of the Ukrainian Ortho-
dox Church of the U.S.A. and Diaspora, trav-
eled to Germany to first-hand minister to 
the needs of the refugees who gathered 
there. The archbishop listened to heart-
wrenching recollections of refugees and 
victims of the war, mourned with them at 
the loss of their loved ones, prayed with 
them, cried with them, delivered much 

needed humanitarian aid to them. He also 
passed along financial assistance that was 
to be delivered to people sheltering in place 
in the far east of the war-ravaged country.

In addition to the humanitarian aid that 
has been delivered by the UOC-U.S.A., the 
Church has sponsored seven ambulances, 
two of which are already in use saving lives 
in Ukraine. The UOC-U.S.A. also purchased 
three medium-load minivans to distribute 
the most necessary medical and charitable 
aid throughout regions in Ukraine. Those 
minivans will be able to access locations 
that heavy trucks cannot reach. Large 
trucks struggle to navigate severely dam-
aged roads, many of which also still have 
land mines that were placed there by the 
retreating Russian military.

Groups of young volunteers (supported 
by donations from the UOC-U.S.A.) have 
purchased and hand-delivered thousands 
of packages of necessities to embattled 
people throughout Ukraine, among them 
the elderly, children and those who are liv-
ing in damaged homes or cellars under-
ground in the Kharkiv, Dnipro and Mykolaiv 
regions of the country.

The UOC-U.S.A., with the blessing of 
Metropolitan Epifaniy of the Orthodox 
Church of Ukraine (OCU), is working with 
Metropolitan Serhiy of the Donetsk 
Eparchy of the OCU to deliver much-needed 
aid and support for refugees who are flee-
ing what remains of the once-thriving 
metropolis of Mariupol.

Generous donations by the faithful of the 
UOC-U.S.A. have allowed the OCU to provide 
stipends of between $300-$1,000, depend-
ing on the size of the family unit and the 
need of the particular individuals, to 
Ukrainians who have lost their homes, pos-
sessions and loved ones as a result of 
Russia’s brutal, unprovoked war on Ukraine.

The Saint Andrew Society, a charitable 
organization of the UOC-U.S.A., led by 
Protodeacon Ihor Mahlay, donated $5,000 
during the week of April 10-17 to assist 
Ukrainian refugees in need in Germany.

Archbishop Daniel continues to support 
the efforts of the Ukrainian military and ref-
ugee camp chaplains. Most recently, various 
liturgical items were purchased and deliv-
ered to various locations in order to provide 
the medical and military chaplains with the 
most necessary items to help them fulfill 
their mission of serving the spiritual needs 
of those entrusted to their spiritual care.

The UOC-U.S.A. continues to coordinate 
financial donations and the distribution via 
various ministries in Ukraine of aid needed 
in the country. Having collected over $1.7 
million, the UOC-U.S.A. continues to finance 
logistical, medical and food deliveries in 
various parts of the country.

The UOC-U.S.A.’s goal is to get financial 
contributions into the hands of those who 
urgently need support. Readers who would 
like to support this work can do so via the 
following secure online donation link: 
www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_
id=J6H8WN2ZJSY54.

Contributions may be also sent by spe-
cial postal delivery to the Consistory at P. O. 
Box 495, South Bound Brook, N.J., 08880, or 
donations may be hand delivered to the 
Consistory office at 135 Davidson Avenue, 
Somerset, N.J. 08873. Those donations 
should be marked “Let’s Help Ukraine.”

The Church underscores that this appeal 
is not motivated by any political point of 
view, but rather it is motivated out of its 
stated concern for the dignity and sanctity 
of human life. For additional information, 
readers may visit the UOC-U.S.A. website, 
www.uocofusa.org.

The Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the U.S.A. delivered ambulances and minivans to 
Ukraine.

Deacon Andrii Sydor

Ukrainian Federal Credit Union donates $50,000 to support humanitarian aid work for Ukraine
by Alexander Oryshkevych

ROCHERSTER, N.Y. – The Ukrainian 
Federal Credit Union (UFCU) announced on 
April 15 that it had made a donation of 
$50,000 to the Ukrainian-American 
C o m m u n i t y  F o u n d a t i o n  ( U A C 
Foundation”), which has supported an 
array of community, cultural, humanitarian 
and educational initiatives since 2010.

UFCU President and Board Chairman 
Wasyl Kornylo, said that donation was 
made to support an organization doing 
important humanitarian aid work to bene-
fit innocent civilians in Ukraine who are 
suffering as a result of Russia’s brutal, 
unprovoked war against the neighboring 
country.

“This donation comes at a critical time,” 
Mr. Kornylo said. “Organizations and 
churches that have been assisting Ukraine 
since the beginning of the war now need 
additional funding to maintain their opera-
tions, and, in some cases, expand their 
reach. We believe that the UAC Foundation 
is capable of getting these funds to the peo-
ple and places that need it most.”

Oleg Lebedko, the UFCU’s chief execu-
tive officer added that, “the outpouring of 
support from all of our communities across 
the U.S. is truly heartfelt, and it’s evident 
that Ukrainians, as well as non-Ukrainians, 
living here are compelled to help Ukraine. 
The challenge now is to keep the momen-
tum going, and we encourage everyone 
reading this to stand with Ukraine and 

offer your support in any way that is possi-
ble.”

Russia initially invaded Ukraine in 2014. 
On February 24, it launched a full-scale war 
on Ukraine that has impacted nearly all 
regions of the sovereign country.

Subsequently, Ukrainian communities 
throughout the United States have experi-

enced grief and disbelief. In response to the 
events in Ukraine, churches and communi-
ty organizations in the U.S. quickly mobi-
lized and established humanitarian and 
medical aid campaigns to support people 
in Ukraine. Many organizations have com-

A volunteer worker delivers a coat to a 
child in Ukraine.

www.uocofusa.org

The Ukrainian Federal Credit Union team at the “Stand Together with Ukraine” 
relief event at the Italian Cultural Center in Buffalo, N.Y., on March 27.

Petro Kushnir

(Continued on page 19)
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Philadelphia Ukrainian Nationals joins National Premier Soccer League

by Eugene A. Luciw

HORSHAM, Pa. – In order to restore the 
Philadelphia Ukrainian Nationals soccer team 
to the heights of its previous success and to 
compete vigorously for the United States 
Open Cup and other state, regional and 
national championships and titles, the 
Philadelphia Ukrainian Nationals soccer club 
announced that it has joined the National 
Premier Soccer League (NPSL) as a 2022 
semi-professional franchise. The Philadelphia 
Ukrainian Nationals will be part of the 
league’s East Region’s Keystone Division. 

“Joining the NPSL was the Club’s next 
logical step in a growth and development 
plan for the Club’s adult programming. It 
has already boosted player recruitment and 
the resulting competitive quality of the 

team greatly and promises to be a bulwark 
in retaining talent that annually graduates 
from the Ukrainian Nationals’ youth soccer 
program,” said Dan Harmon, the team’s 
director of soccer development.

The legendary Philadelphia Ukrainian 
Nationals professional soccer team rivals 
the achievements of the Philadelphia 
Athletics baseball team (which won five 
World Series Championships while in the 
city) as the most successful professional 
franchise in Philadelphia’s history.

The Philadelphia Ukrainian Nationals 
(known also as Tryzub by many Ukrainian 
Americans) in the years 1960-1967 was a 
sports dynasty that captured six American 
Soccer League (Lewis Cup) professional 
titles, four U.S. open Cup Championships 
and four U.S. National Challenge Cup 

Championships. In 1963, Tryzub captured 
the triple crown, winning all three Cups in 
the same season.

Tryzub was the first soccer team in the 
United States to have its home games tele-
vised, and the club played in the first 
indoor regulation soccer game in 
Convention Hall in Atlantic City, N.J.

Soccer teams from around the world vis-
ited Philadelphia to play games against the 
team. They included the English soccer 
superpowers Manchester United, Man-
chester City, Wolverhampton Wanderers 
and Nottingham Forest FC; Scotland’s 
Dundee FC; Germany’s VFB Stuttgart and 
Eintracht Frankfurt; and Austria’s FK Wien.

In 1967, the Ukrainian Nationals repre-
sented the United States in international 
competition before 102,000 fans in El 
Salvador.   

The Club’s youth program consists of 
over 50 teams for boys and girls in all age 
brackets. Each age bracket has at least one 
team that plays at the highest level and 
competes for state, regional and even 
national titles.

Tryzub’s home games will take place at 
“Tryzubivka,” the Ukrainian American 
Sport Center in Horsham, Pa. Readers who 
would like to visit the center are advised to 
search using the following address: 1 
Lower State Road, North Wales, Pa.

Tryzub’s inaugural NPSL season begins 
with a home game on May 18 at 7 p.m. 
against the Jackson (NJ) Lions FC. The team 
will also host a friendly match against 
Major League Soccer’s Philadelphia Union 
II squad at Tryzubivka on June 5 at 6 p.m.

For season ticket packages, readers may 
go directly to the targeted NPSL site: 
https://tickets.npsl.com/venues/4692. 
Each package choice includes one set of 
admission tickets for all five home games 
and the June 6 home friendly game against 
MLS’s Philadelphia Union II at 6 p.m., as 
well as buffet meals and 1-2 NPSL T-shirts.  
When purchasing ticket packages, readers 
may input the promotional code “defeatpu-
tin” and they will receive a 20 percent dis-
count on season ticket bundles. 

All persons attending Ukrainian 
American Sport Center’s June 19 Father’s 
Day Heritage Fest will receive free admis-
sion to the event at 1 p.m. and to Tryzub’s 
3:30 p.m. match against the Electric City 
(Scranton, Pa.) Shock.

For more information about the Father’s 
Day event and game or for more informa-
tion about the team, readers may visit 
www.tryzub.org.

Eugene A. Luciw is the director of exter-
nal relations for the Ukrainian American 
Sport Center Tryzub.

Club will open 2022 season on May 18  
as a semi-professional team

The legendary 1963 team that captured the triple crown: The United States Open 
Cup, the National Challenge Cup and the Lewis Cup. They were the American Soccer 

League professional champs as well.

The 1966-1967 Philadelphia Ukrainian Nationals team that won the United States 
Open Cup and took the Lewis Cup to become that year’s American Soccer League 

Professional Champions.

Philadelphia Ukrainian Nationals, commonly known as Tryzub, in action against the 
Los Angeles Kickers in the 1960 United States Open Cup championship game. Tryzub 

won in extra time, 5-3; Mike Noha scored all five Tryzub goals.

Courtesty of Philadelphia Ukrainian Nationals

HOME  VISITOR  DATE  TIME  VENUE  ADDRESS  CITY  STATE  ZIP
Philadelphia Ukrainain Nationals  Jackson Lions FC  5/18/2022  7:00 PM  Ukrainian American Sport Center  1 Lower State Road  Horsham    PA  19004
Philadelphia Ukrainain Nationals  PA Classics  5/22/2022  4:00 PM  Ukrainian American Sport Center  1 Lower State Road  Horsham    PA  19004
Torch FC  Philadelphia Ukrainain Nationals  5/28/2022  4:00 PM  Pennridge High School  1228 N 5th St.  Perkasie    PA  18944
Philadelphia Ukrainain Nationals  Atlantic City FC 6/4/2022  7:00 PM  Ukrainian American Sport Center  1 Lower State Road  Horsham    PA  19004
Philadelphia Lone Star FC  Philadelphia Ukrainain Nationals  6/12/2022  5:00 PM  John Bartram High School South  58th St & Grays Ave Philadelphia    PA  19143
Philadelphia Ukrainain Nationals  Hershey FC  6/15/2022  7:30 PM  Ukrainian American Sport Center  1 Lower State Road  Horsham    PA  19004
Philadelphia Ukrainain Nationals  Electric City FC  6/19/2022  3:30 PM  Ukrainian American Sport Center  1 Lower State Road  Horsham    PA  19004
FC Monmouth  Philadelphia Ukrainain Nationals  6/22/2022  7:00 PM  Count Basie Park  Henry Street  Red Bank    NJ  07701
FC Motown  Philadelphia Ukrainain Nationals  6/25/2022  7:00 PM  Drew University  36 Madison Ave.  Madison    NJ  07940
West Chester United SC  Philadelphia Ukrainain Nationals  7/1/2022  7:30 PM  Kildares Turf Field  601 Westtown Rd.  West Chester    PA  19380
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are shocked that not only they, but also 
their children, will not go to the 
Mediterranean in the summer. Business-
men are trying to save the rest of their 
property,” he added. Mr. Tinkov also took 
aim at those “morons” using the symbol Z – 
used by Russian armed forces to mark their 
vehicles and equipment – as they represent 
only 10 percent of the country and that the 
other 90 percent of Russians “are AGAINST 
this war!” “Dear ‘collective West,’ please 
give Putin a clear exit to save his face and 
stop this massacre,” he wrote at the end of 
the text. (RFE/RL)

Russia tests new ballistic missile

Russia said on April 20 that it had con-
ducted the first test-launch of its Sarmat 
intercontinental ballistic missile, a new 
addition to its nuclear arsenal. President 
Vladimir Putin was shown on television 
being told by military officials that the mis-
sile had been launched from Plesetsk in the 
northwest and hit targets on the Kam chatka 
Peninsula in the Far East. The Russian 
Defense Ministry said in a statement that 
the Sarmat was fired from a silo launcher at 
3:12 p.m. Moscow time and traveled about 

6,000 kilometers to a test range on 
Kamchatka. “Sarmat is the most powerful 
missile with the longest range of destruc-
tion of targets in the world, which will sig-
nificantly increase the combat power of our 
country’s strategic nuclear forces,” the min-
istry statement said. Putin claimed that the 
missile “is capable of overcoming all mod-
ern means of anti-missile defense.” He said 
it had no equal in the world “and won’t have 
for a long time to come.” The missile will 
“strengthen the combat potential of our 
armed forces, reliably ensure Russia’s secu-
rity from external threats and provide food 
for thought for those who, in the heat of 
frenzied aggressive rhetoric, try to threaten 
our country,” Putin said. The Sarmat has 
been under development for years and so 
the test is not a surprise for the West, but it 
comes with tensions high over Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine. Russia properly noti-
fied Washington ahead of the test-launch, 
the Pentagon said, adding that it saw the 
test as routine and not a threat to the United 
States. (RFE/RL, with reporting by Reuters, 
AFP and AP)

U.N. says more than 5 million have fled

The United Nations refugee agency says 
that the number of Ukrainians who have 
fled their country since Russia launched its 
unprovoked invasion has now surpassed 5 

million in what is Europe’s largest influx of 
refugees since World War II. According to 
data published by the U.N.’s refugee agency 
(UNHCR) on April 20, 5,034,439 Ukrainians 
have left the country because of the war, 
launched by Russia on February 24. The 
U.N. said 90 percent of those who have fled 
are women and children, as the authorities 
in Kyiv have not allowed men of military 
age to leave the country. The U.N. said on 
April 5 that about 7.1 million people have 
been displaced within Ukraine because of 
the war. Poland, which has taken in an esti-
mated 2.8 million refugees, was the main 
destination for those crossing the border. 
Another European Union (EU) member, 
Romania, has seen the second-largest influx 
of Ukrainian refugees – just over 757,000. 
In both cases, some of the refugees have 
traveled onward to other destinations. 
Another neighbor of Ukraine, EU member 
Hungary, has so far received some 471,000 
Ukrainian refugees. Moldova, one of 
Europe’s poorest nations, sandwiched 
between Ukraine and Romania, has seen an 
influx of more than 426,000 Ukrainians 
since February 24. Slovakia, which shares a 
border of less than 100 kilometers with 
Ukraine, received some 342,000 refugees, 
while a much smaller number of Ukrainians 
– under 24,000 – crossed the border into 
Belarus, Russia’s main ally. (RFE/RL)

EC chief says justice must be done

European Council President Charles 
Michel, visiting Ukraine in a show of sup-
port for the Eastern European nation as it 

fights to repel Moscow’s unprovoked inva-
sion, says there must be justice for alleged 
atrocities committed by Russian forces. 
“Like Bucha and too many other towns in 
#Ukraine. History will not forget the war 
crimes that have been committed here. 
There can be no peace without justice,” Mr. 
Michel tweeted after touring the devastat-
ed town of Borodyanka, Ukraine. A recent 
retreat by Russian forces from towns such 
as Bucha and Borodyanka have revealed 
harrowing evidence of brutal killings, tor-
ture, mass graves and the indiscriminate 
targeting of civilians in the fighting. 
Prosecutors at the International Criminal 
Court have launched an investigation into 
possible war crimes in Ukraine. Mr. Michel, 
whose European Council represents the 
European Union’s 27 member states, is fol-
lowing in the footsteps of several other 
European leaders, including British Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson and European 
Commission President Ursula Von der 
Leyen, who have gone to Ukraine to show 
their support. He arrived earlier in the day 
in Kyiv, which he called “the heart of a free 
and democratic Europe.” (RFE/RL)

Western leaders pledge to send artillery

The United States, Britain and Canada 
have pledged to send more artillery to 
Ukraine to help its soldiers defend regions 
in the east of the country, where Russia has 
begun an all-out assault. U.S. President Joe 
Biden told reporters after a call with British 

(Continued on page 15)
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component in the self-identification of the 
population of the historical Malorossiya 
and Novorossiya territories, which was 
started by the Soviet authorities,” he wrote.

“Ukrainism [sic] is an artificial anti-Rus-
sian construct that has no civilizational 
substance of its own, a subordinate ele-
ment of an extraneous and alien civiliza-
tion.”

Mr. Sergeytsev said that “the Banderite 
elites must be eliminated; their re-educa-
tion is impossible.”

Ms. Freeland said the article “effectively 
laid out a plan for genocide in Ukraine that 
called for the suffering, the punishment of 
people who chose, in the view of this docu-
ment, wrongly and mistakenly to describe 

themselves as Ukrainian – that called for 
the word Ukraine to be erased.”

The day before Ms. Freeland’s com-
ments, Mr. Trudeau told reporters that “it’s 
absolutely right that more people be talk-
ing and using the word genocide in terms 
of what Russia is doing, what Vladimir 
Putin has done [in Ukraine].”

Canadian broadcaster Global News 
reported that Ms. Freeland was expected to 
boycott any sessions of a meeting of the 
Group of Twenty (G-20) finance ministers 
and central bank governors in Washington, 
D.C., on April 20 when Russian representa-
tives were expected to attempt to address 
the gathering, and provide a “direct rebut-
tal” to any Russian statements during the 
plenary session.

Canada’s finance minister met with her 
Ukrainian counterpart, Serhiy Marchenko, 
in the U.S. capital on April 19.

(Continued from page 4)
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Prime Minister Boris Johnson, Canadian 
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau and other 
Western leaders on April 19 that artillery 
would be among the next round of muni-
tions that the United States would send. 
Speaking in London, Mr. Johnson told law-
makers: “This will become an artillery con-
flict, they need support with more artillery, 
that is what we will be giving them ... in 
addition to many other forms of support.” 
Mr. Trudeau said Canada would be sending 
heavy artillery and promised to provide 
more details. Pentagon spokesman John 
Kirby said the United States is trying to 
focus on sending systems that Ukrainian 
forces can put in the field almost immedi-
ately along with equipment that does not 
require lengthy training.  German 
Chancellor Olaf Scholz, who was also on the 
call with Mr. Biden and the other leaders, 

promised that Berlin will finance direct 
arms deliveries from German industry. He 
said anti-tank weapons, air defense equip-
ment, ammunition and equipment that can 
be used “in an artillery engagement” were 
among the weapons that could be supplied 
by Germany. Systems from Eastern 
European nations that could be quickly 
deployed because they are familiar to 
Ukrainian troops are also being considered, 
Mr. Scholz said. Mr. Scholz said Germany 
and its partners in the Group of Seven 
industrial nations have concluded that it 
makes more sense to send systems that 
would be familiar to Ukrainian troops such 
as the Soviet-era weapons that some NATO 
partners still have. Western partners would 
then help those countries acquire replace-
ments. The priority has been to deliver 
what can be supplied and used quickly, he 
said, starting with equipment from 
Germany’s own limited supplies and then 
funding purchases by Kyiv. But he said 
Germany would not “go it alone” on weap-

ons, and that any decisions would be made 
in close cooperation with “friends and 
allies.” Mr. Scholz has faced growing pres-
sure at home to authorize sending heavy 
weapons to Ukraine. He and his center-left 
SPD party have for weeks argued that doing 
so would risk a spiral of escalation that 
could see other countries attacked. Mr. 
Scholz’s government has pledged more 
than 1 billion euros in financial aid for 
Ukraine so that the government in Kyiv can 
buy the weapons it needs to fight back. But 
reports of atrocities committed against 
civilians have fueled calls for a tougher 
stance. The German chancellor told report-
ers that Russia’s invasion remains a “blatant 
breach of international law.” “The killing of 
thousands of civilians as we have seen is a 
war crime for which the Russian president 
bears responsibility,” he said. “We feel 
immense grief for the victims and also, it 
must be said, great anger toward the 
Russian president and this senseless war.” 
(RFE/RL, with reporting by AP, Reuters, 

AFP, and dpa)

Moldova bans use of Russian symbols

Moldovan President Maia Sandu has 
signed into law a bill banning the ribbon of 
St. George, a black and orange military 
symbol of Russian patriotism and aggres-
sion against Ukraine, as well as the signs 
“Z” and “V” used by Russian armed forces 
to mark their vehicles and equipment dur-
ing Moscow’s unprovoked invasion of 
Ukraine. Ms. Sandu endorsed the law, 
which envisions punishment by a fine of at 
least 900 lei ($49) for making, wearing or 
displaying the banned symbols, on April 19, 
five days after Moldovan lawmakers 
approved it. Russian military vehicles in 
Ukraine are marked with the letter Z, and it 
has started appearing on social media and 
on clothing elsewhere in support of the 
war. Former Moldovan President Igor 
Dodon criticized Ms. Sandu for signing the 

(Continued from page 14)
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and not just of some, who desires that we 
be brethren, and not enemies. I ask all the 
parties involved to abstain from any action 
that could cause even greater suffering of 
the population, destabilizing coexistence 
among peoples and discrediting interna-
tional law. And now I wish to appeal to all, 
believers and unbelievers. Jesus taught us 
that we should respond to the diabolical 
insanity of violence with God’s weapons: 
prayer and fasting. I urge everyone to 
spend March 2, Ash Wednesday, as a day of 
fasting for peace. I especially urge the faith-
ful to persistently dedicate themselves on 
this day to prayer and fasting. May the 
Queen of Peace safeguard the world from 
the madness of war.”

On the morning of February 25, Pope 
Francis went in person to the Russia’s 
embassy to the Holy See, in fact for the first 
time in history, because, up to then, popes 
had received ambassadors only at their 
own offices.

“During the visit, which lasted over two 
hours, as the director of the Vatican press 
office Matteo Bruni confirmed, the pope 
wished to express his concern about the 
war in Ukraine,” the Ukrainian Service of 
Radio Vatican reported at the time.

On February 26, amid reports of military 
action and street fighting in Kyiv, the pope 
had a telephone conversation with Mr. 
Zelenskyy.

“The Holy Father expressed his deep 
pain on the occasion of the tragic events in 
our country,” the Embassy of Ukraine to the 
Holy See said in a Tweet.

In response, Mr. Zelenskyy tweeted that, 
“I thanked Pope Francis for his prayers for 
peace in Ukraine and for a ceasefire. The 
Ukrainian people feel His Holiness’ spiritu-
al support.”

On the same day, the Pontiff tweeted 
again in Ukrainian an appeal to pray for 
peace in Ukraine, and he asked people to 
fast for peace in the country.

Also on February 26, the Pope issued a 
warning in a Tweet in Russian.

“Every war makes our world worse than 
it was before,” the Pope wrote. “War is the 
failure of politics, a failure of humanity, a 
shameful capitulation, a crushing defeat 
before the forces of evil.”

Against the background of all these 
events, the Apostolic Nuncio in Ukraine, 
Archbishop Visvaldas Kulbokas, remained 
in Kyiv together with other officials of the 
nunciature. On February 27, during an 
interview with His Excellency that was 
posted on the website of the nunciature, 
the Pope’s press office said the pontiff “is 

sharing the fate of millions of civilian resi-
dents who are seeking protection from the 
fighting that has erupted in the city [Kyiv].”

The Roman Catholic Church  
in Ukraine

Roman Catholic Archbishop and 
Metropolitan of Lviv Mieczyslaw Mokrzycki 
issued the following appeal on February 24 
to his clergy and faithful:

“At this time, when the most horrible 
scenarios are being realized, when a state 
of war has been announced in Ukraine, I 
turn to you with a word of encouragement 
and solidarity. All of us feel endangered; 
nevertheless, we must not lose hope, not to 
speak of falling into panic. Now, as never 
before, we need unity and mutual support. 
I therefore ask all priests and those in con-
secrated life to remain with their faithful 
and not to leave their parishes.”

On the same day, Bishop Edward Kawa 
called for prayer for Ukraine and said that 
the right to defend one’s land and one’s 
family is a God-given right. The bishop also 
warned against spreading unverified infor-
mation, called for assistance for those in 
need and assured the faithful that the cler-
gy remained with them and was ready to 
help in any way they could. In brief, the 
Roman Catholic Church in Ukraine is orga-
nizing a whole series of humanitarian ini-
tiatives aimed at helping the victims, from 
psychological and therapeutic assistance to 
mobilizing humanitarian aid through 
Caritas International.

The UCC

Every time Russia has occupied 
Ukrainian lands, it has destroyed the Uniate 
Church, known today in Ukraine as the 
Ukrainian Catholic Church (UCC). Being 
deeply rooted in Ukrainian reality and cul-
ture, it remains unhesitatingly connected to 
its people during Russia’s war on Ukraine. 
In his appeal to the Ukrainian people 
issued on February 24 at the patriarchal 
Cathedral of the Resurrection of Christ in 
Kyiv, the head of the UCC, Metropolitan 
Sviatoslav Shevchuk, said the following:

“The treacherous enemy, disregarding 
his own obligations and assurances, break-
ing the fundamental norms of international 
law, has entered the Ukrainian land as an 
unjust aggressor, bringing death and ruin. 
Our Ukraine, which the world has justly 
termed a “bloodland,” which so many times 
has been stained with the blood of martyrs 
and fighters for the freedom and indepen-
dence of their people, is calling us today to 
stand up in its defense, in defense of its dig-
nity before God and humanity, its right to 
exist and its right to choose its future. It is 
our natural right and our sacred duty to 
defend our land and our people, our nation 

(Continued from page 4)

The Church... and everything that we hold dearest: our 
families, our language and culture, our his-
tory and our spiritual world.”

On the day before the attack, Metropo-
litan Sviatoslav stressed to the participants 
of an international forum in Italy that 
Ukraine was defending European values at 
the cost of its childrens’ blood. Like other 
confessions, the UCC is carrying out a 
whole series of emergency humanitarian 
projects to help the victims of war in 
Ukraine.

Thus, the Russian and Belarusian attack 
on Ukraine, launched on February 24, 
marked the beginning of a new and more 
extensive stage of the Russian war against 
Ukraine. None of the so-called “traditional” 
confessions remained untouched by these 
events.

So far, the ROC, headed by Patriarch 
Kirill, is systematically trying to ignore the 
realities and justify some kind of parallel 
reality in accord with the needs of justifying 
Russian aggression and even to conceal it in 
order to preserve its ideas of the “Russian 
World.” Other voices are beginning to be 
heard from the UOC-MP, but this period is 
unusually difficult for this confession, for 
the reality of what is happening in Ukraine 
has fundamentally contradicted the theses 
it has hitherto maintained, especially about 
Ukraine’s “fraternal” connection with 
Russia and Belarus. There is no basis, how-
ever, for thinking that the change in posi-
tion, and the rhetoric accompanying it, is 
irreversible. Meanwhile, the OCU, Roman 
Catholics and Ukrainian Catholics, in their 
turn, are working to support Ukraine.

(Continued on page 19)
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Shakhtar Donetsk starting peace tour

Ukrainian Mike Bossy, one of the 
National Hockey League’s (NHL’s) greatest 
ever goal-scorers, passed away on April 15 
at the age of 65. He was a member of the 
New York Islanders dynasty that captured 
four consecutive Stanley Cup champion-
ships from 1980-1983.

In October 2021, Bossy announced he 
was stepping away from his job as a hockey 
analyst with Canadian French-language 
hockey broadcaster TVA Sports after being 
diagnosed with lung cancer.

NHL Commissioner Gary Bettman 
issued an official statement from the 
league’s office.

“The National Hockey League mourns 
the passing of Mike Bossy, the dynamic 
winger whose goal-scoring prowess during 
a remarkable 10-year career ranks, by 
almost any measure, as one of the greatest 

in NHL history and propelled the New York 
Islanders to four straight Stanley Cups,” the 
statement said.

Bossy scored 573 goals in only 752 
games, a 0.76 goals-per-game average, 
which is the highest in NHL history. He is 
the only player ever to record nine consec-
utive 50-goal seasons and his five 60-goal 
seasons are matched only by fellow-Ukrai-
nian Wayne Gretzky. Bossy was one of only 
eight players in NHL history to have scored 
50 goals in his first 50 games of a season. In 
the Stanley Cup playoffs, he scored 85 goals 
in 129 games.

Bossy was born January 22, 1957, in 
Montreal. He scored at least 70 goals in 
each of his four seasons with Laval of the 
Quebec Major Junior Hockey League. He 
was selected 15th overall in the 1977 NHL 
Draft by the Islanders and immediately 

provided offense, tallying 53 goals in his 
rookie year of 1977-1978; that same sea-
son, he also won the league’s Calder Trophy 
as rookie of the year. He scored at least 50 
goals in each of the following eight seasons 
before a chronic back problem limited his 
production to a mere 38 goals in 63 games 
of the 1986-1987 season, his last in the 
league.

Bossy would sit out the 1987-1988 cam-
paign, hoping a year of rest would permit 
him to resume skating, but his back would 
not heal properly and he was forced to 
retire in October 1988.

He finished his NHL career with 573 
goals and 1,126 points in those 752 games. 
He scored 100 points in a season seven 
times, fourth-most in NHL history behind 
Gretzky (15), Mario Lemieux (10) and 
Marcel Dionne (8).

Bossy won the league’s Lady Byng 
Trophy three times (1982-1983, 1983-
1984, and 1985-1986). The trophy is 
awarded to most gentlemanly player of the 
year. He won the Conn Smythe Trophy 
(playoffs MVP) in 1981-1982, when he 
scored 27 points (17 goals) in 19 games.

Bossy was inducted into the Hockey Hall 
of Fame in 1991. The Islanders retired his 
number 22 on March 3, 1992, and he was 
named one of the 100 Greatest NHL Players 
in 2017 as part of its Centennial celebra-
tion. He was inducted into the Ukrainian 
Sports Hall of Fame as part of its inaugural 
class in 2016.

He leaves behind wife Lucie and daugh-
ters Josiane and Tanya.

“Football diplomacy will help us involve 
millions of fans around the world in assist-
ing Ukraine, which is really important,” said 
Ukraine’s Foreign Affairs Minister Dmytro 
Kuleba. “By this charity tour, we will contin-
ue attracting the world’s attention to 
Russian aggression against Ukraine and 
raise more funds for the Ukrainian army.”

The charity tour Mr. Kuleba referenced is 
a series of friendly matches featuring 
Ukrainian soccer club Shakhtar Donetsk. 
This will be a government-sponsored 
“Global Tour for Peace.” The goal of the 
event is to raise badly needed funds for 
Ukraine’s military in its war against Russia. 
The games will also raise money for 
Ukrainian refugees displaced by the war.

The depleted Shakhtar squad gathered 
in Turkey on April 9 to prepare for the 
opening match against Greek league leader 
Olympiakos.

Shakhtar won 1-0 in an international 
friendly against Fenerbahçe (Turkey) on 
April 19, and are set to play against Hajduk 
Split (Croatia) on May 1 and won 3-2 on 
April 14 against Lechia Gdansk (Poland), 
with additional opponents not yet con-
firmed.

Soccer clubs throughout Europe offered 
to play matches against Ukrainian clubs 
and host youth players after the sport was 

shut down when Russia again invaded 
Ukraine on February 24.

Olympiakos’ advertising campaign to 
promote their match versus Shakhtar was 
titled “Football for Peace – Stop War in 
Ukraine.” In an official statement, the club 
said, “This shall be the opening match in a 
series of friendlies the Ukrainian outfit is 
going to play against top clubs in Europe 
and the U.S.”

Shakhtar last played a competitive 
match in mid-December 2021. They were 
scheduled to resume their domestic season 
following the traditional winter break on 
February 26 against Metalist Kharkiv, only 
to see Ukrainian soccer halted by the 
launch of Russia’s full-scale war on Ukraine 
two days earlier.

Shakhtar provides several players to 
Ukraine’s national team, which is still wait-
ing to play a World Cup qualifier against 
Scotland.

Since the war broke out with Russia, 
FIFA has changed transfer rules to permit 
Ukrainian club players to sign elsewhere. 
Tete was loaned to Lyon and Junior Moraes 
went to play in Brazil for the Corinthians.

Shakhtar has remained successful 
despite being exiled from its home in 
Donetsk back in 2014 when pro-Russia 
separatists took control of certain parts of 

eastern Ukraine. In recent years the club 
has adopted Kyiv as a temporary home.

The club announced it has so far provid-
ed some 1.4 billion Ukrainian hryvnia ($48 
million) in humanitarian aid to civilians 
and assistance to the Armed Forces of 
Ukraine and the territorial defense forces in 
many cities and towns.

World Athletics starts Ukraine fund

World Athletics, in conjunction with the 
International Athletics Foundation (IAF) 
and the Diamond League Association, has 
organized a Ukraine fund to assist profes-
sional Ukrainian athletes affected by the 
war with Russia. The fund’s goal is to 
enable elite Ukrainians and support staff to 
train, qualify and participate in World 
Championship competitions. Some 100 
Ukrainian athletes may be in need of finan-
cial assistance in 2022.

Eligible to apply for monetary help are 
individual athletes who have qualified, have 
a solid chance of qualifying or are ready to 
compete in any of the World Athletics 
championships until the fund’s closure at 
the end of 2023. Also eligible are athletes’ 
coaches, team leaders and family members 
living with them.

Athletes will be assisted with enroll-
ment, subsistence, accommodation expens-
es and training equipment. They will fur-
ther receive support for travel and lodgings 
to World Championship qualifying events 

and final competitions. Staff members will 
be eligible for financial aid for travel to 
ensure they attend training and competi-
tions. Diamond League (an annual series of 
elite track and field competitions) organiz-
ers will provide travel and accommodation 
aid to specific competitors in their events.

The three above organizations combined 
for an initial donation of $190,000 to the 
Ukraine Fund. The Diamond League 
Association previously contributed $30,000 
to the Ukrainian Athletics Association.

Elite Ukrainian Olympic athletes are also 
eligible for assistance from the Inter-
national Olympic Committee’s Solidarity 
Fund. The president of the National 
Olympic Committee of Ukraine, Serhiy 
Bubka, will be involved to make certain 
there are no duplications of financial aid.

The 2022 World Athletics Cham pion-
ships will be held from July 15-25 in 
Eugene, Ore.

U17 football clubs finds refuge 
 in Germany

Thanks to Stefan Ronz, a coach at a 
regional German football association, an 
under-17 Ukrainian soccer team has found 
refuge at the Hennef, Germany, Sports 
School. Ronz has had a close association 
with Ukrainian club Kyiv Dynamo and 
decided to organize an assistance plan after 
Russia invaded Ukraine in February.

(Continued on page 17)

Legendary goal-scorer Mike Bossy dies at 65

Zachary Senyshyn, who previously 
played for the Boston Bruins, plays for 

the Ottawa Senators.

Hockeydb.com

Mike Bossy is pictured during his days 
with the New York Islanders in 1978.

Wikipedia.com

Taylor Raddysh plays right wing for the 
Chicago Blackhawks.

Hockeydb.com

Former Montreal Canadian Brett Kulak 
now plays for the Edmonton Oilers.

Hockeydb.com

(Continued on page 17)
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Ukrainian Little League  
hopes to return

by Ihor N. Stelmach

Baseball in Ukraine will return after the 
full-scale war that Russia launched on 
Ukraine concludes. The district administra-
tor for Little League in Ukraine, Basil 
Tarasko, said he was intent to see baseball 
in Ukraine continue.

“We will find a patch of grass to play on,” 
said Tarasko, adding that he is sticking to 
his dreams of staging championship play in 
September 2022.

A worst-case scenario for an upcoming 
season would include setting up two porta-
ble backstops at the end of a soccer field to 
create a make-shift baseball diamond.

Tarasko’s 2022 schedule of regular sea-
son games and three Ukraine Little League 
championships was shelved by after Russia 
again invaded Ukraine on February 24. His 
challenge going forward will be to find 
enough youngsters to participate in the 
sport given the number of children who 
have fled the country.

The leagues are affiliated with schools, 
but they have all been closed because of the 
ongoing fighting. Baseball is no longer a 
priority in Ukraine, and communication 
with league officials is impossible as many 
of those officials and coaches have been 
involved with the Ukrainian military and 
are helping to defend their country.

Tarasko has obtained funding in the 
United States to cover food and lodging 
expenses for possible September champi-
onships. He has promised the necessary 
equipment will get to Ukraine, pointing out 
that tournaments can be held in 
Kremenets, Ukraine, an area that has not 
yet been destroyed by the war.

In an April 6 interview with Penn Live 
Baseball, Tarasko spoke about the impact 
the war has had on baseball in the country.

“We are committed to working through 
our Europe and Africa regional operations 
staff in Kutno, Poland, to support the play-
ers and families on our 11 Little League 
programs in Ukraine.”

A spokesperson for Little League 
International said that some Ukrainian ref-
ugee children have joined leagues in other 
countries. Tarasko expressed hope that 
Little League baseball will give Ukrainian 
youngsters something to look forward to 
after the war.

Tarasko has been a driving force of Little 
League baseball in Ukraine since the sport’s 
charter was established in 2000. Two 
junior division teams and one senior divi-
sion team from Ukraine have made it to the 
world series in the United States, but none 
of Ukraine’s Little League teams (ages 
11-12) have yet qualified to play in South 
Williamsport, Pa.

At the other end of the team’s relocation 
was Vladimir Zharikov, who is the director 
of Dynamo Kyiv’s youth academy and who 
is a wizard at helping people get out of 
Ukraine.

The club, comprised of 28 players, is 
being well taken care of by local German 
staffers and its players have an opportunity 
to regularly train and practice football. The 
young men are in daily contact with their 
families in Ukraine via the internet and cell 
phones. While playing soccer used to be 
their primary focus in life, the war with 
Russia has become their priority. These 
days the boys speak about returning to 
their homeland to help rebuild Ukraine, 
and only after that happens will they pur-
sue potential careers in their chosen sport.

Athletes demonstrate support  
for Ukraine

Athletes from a vast assortment of pro-
fessional and amateur sports are demon-
strating their solidarity and support for the 
Ukrainian people during Russia’s unjusti-
fied war with Ukraine. Since the start of the 
full-scale war on February 24, the interna-
tional media have written about the follow-
ing topics:

- Professional soccer players from Aston 
Villa and Southampton paused their pre-
game activities to show their support for 
Ukraine before their Premier League match 
on March 5 in England.

- Australian tennis player Daria Saville 
wore the colors of the Ukrainian flag in a 
March 15 tennis match at the BNP Paribas 
Open in Indian Wells, Calif.

- Notre Dame men’s basketball players 
wore t-shirts supporting Ukraine before 
their ACC tournament game against 
Virginia Tech on March 10 in Brooklyn, N.Y.

- Rachael Blackmore wore an armband in 
support of Ukraine while winning the Cham-
pion Hurdle at the Cheltenham Festival in 
Cheltenham, England, on March 15.

- Ukrainian Alex Len’s Sacramento Kings 

and players from the Denver Nuggets had a 
moment of silence prior to their February 
24 basketball game in Sacramento, Calif.

- Pro golfer Tommy Fleetwood wore a 
yellow and blue ribbon in support of 
Ukraine during a practice round before the 
Players Championship at TPC Sawgrass on 
March 8 in Florida.

- Canada’s Gabriela Debues-Stafford 
wore the colors of the Ukrainian flag in her 
hair while running the women’s 3,000-
meter final at the World Athletics Indoor 
Championships in Serbia on March 18.

- Russian tennis player Andrey Rublev 
wrote “No War Please” on a television cam-
era on February 26 during the Dubai 
Championships.

- Joey Logano’s race car had a Ukrainian 
flag decal during the NASCAR Cup Series 
Pennzoil 400 on March 6 in Las Vegas, Nev.

- Jeremy Sochan, who is a Polish forward 
with Baylor University, wore yellow and 
blue basketball shoes with the handwritten 
message “We Are One” in support of 
Ukraine during a game on March 10.

Ukrainian anthem a home run  
on opening day

Yulia Holiyat, member of the Ukrainian 
Children’s Choir “Moloda Dumka,” per-
formed the Ukrainian national anthem to 
honor her country, family and friends prior 
to the first pitch of Major League Baseball’s 
opening day in the Bronx, N.Y. The April 8 
game featured the New York Yankees and 
Boston Red Sox and the Ukrainian flag was 
displayed on the Yankee Stadium’s jumbo-
tron during player introductions.

The Chicago Cubs kicked off their open-
ing day of the 2022 baseball season with a 
performance of the Ukrainian national 
anthem on April 7 at Chicago’s Wrigley 
Field. Members of the Ukrainian American 
Youth Association Choir of the Mykola 
Pavlushkov Branch in Chicago sang the 
anthem. The Cubs also sponsored a raffle to 
benefit Ukrainian relief efforts in their 
ongoing war with Russia. The club raised 
awareness for the war in Ukraine by flying 
a dozen Ukrainian flags placed around their 
famous venue’s façade.

(Continued from page 16)

Pro Sports...
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Pro Hockey...

Three Ukrainians moved  
on trade deadline day

Trade deadline day (March 21) in the 
NHL saw a rebuilding Chicago Blackhawks 
organization receive a Ukrainian prospect 
as part of a return for a top-six forward 
heading to Tampa Bay. The Edmonton 
Oilers’ playoff push included obtaining a 
Ukrainian defenseman from Montreal to 
fortify their blueline corps. The Ottawa 
Senators and Boston Bruins swapped 
depth players, with a former first-round 
Ukrainian draft pick heading north in 
hopes of a career revival.

Raddysh to Blackhawks

Taylor Raddysh was a surprise to make 
the Stanley Cup champion Tampa Bay 
Lightning coming out of training camp. His 
five goals and 12 points in 53 games were 
an unexpected contribution as he played 
mostly on the club’s fourth forward line. He 
saw some limited time playing with captain 
Steven Stamkos on the top line where he 
did not look out of place. It was no surprise 
Chicago wanted him as part of their return 
for left winger Brandon Hagel.

It’s a fresh start for Raddysh, who 
impressed his new club with a power-play 
goal and an assist in his first Hawks’ game, 
a 6-4 loss to Winnipeg on March 20. He 
expects to play more minutes, develop 
more confidence and earn a permanent 
top-nine forward role. The 24-year-old was 
Tampa Bay’s second-round selection in the 
2016 NHL Draft. In 159 games with 
Syracuse of the American Hockey League, 
Raddysh tallied 49 goals and 110 points.

To prove his first game with the 
Blackhawks was no fluke, Raddysh has con-
tributed an additional three goals and three 
assists in his next dozen games with 
Chicago (through games up to April 14).

Oilers get Kulak

The Edmonton Oilers added depth to 
their defense corps by acquiring 
Ukrainian defenseman Brett Kulak from 
the Montreal Canadiens in exchange for 
defenseman William Lagesson and two 
draft picks. Kulak recorded three goals 
and 13 points in 56 games for Montreal 
this season, easily the best offensive sea-
son of his career. The 28-year-old left-
shot defender played on Montreal’s third 
defense pairing. He is in the final year of 
a three-year contract worth $1.85 million 
per year and will be an unrestricted free 
agent at season’s end. He is described as 
a solid defenseman with decent posses-
sion numbers who does not make many 
mistakes in his own end. Drafted number 
105 overall in 2012 by Calgary, he did not 
become an NHL regular until the 2017-
2018 season. In his first 11 games with 
Edmonton, Kulak scored one goal and 
four points.

Senyshyn to Senators

A former first-round pick was on the 
move when the Ottawa Senators added a 
once highly-touted forward in Ukrainian 
Zach Senyshyn and a draft choice from the 
Boston Bruins in exchange for defenseman 
Josh Brown and a draft pick. Senyshyn was 
the 15th overall selection in the 2015 draft 
and has struggled mightily to carve out an 
NHL role thus far in his career. He played in 
only 14 games with the Bruins over three 
seasons, spending most of his time in the 
American Hockey League with the 
Providence Bruins. He could get a quick 
look in a Senators jersey down this season’s 
final stretch run with the hope that a 
change in scenery allows him to showcase 
his potential value at hockey’s highest level. 
In 62 AHL games in 2021-2022, Senyshyn 
had 19 goals and 33 points.

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@
sfgsports.com.

the roof, the walls, the windows and the 
pipes goes on.

The arc of history next takes Mr. 
Zagdansky to the turmoil that ultimately 
gave birth to the Soviet Union in 1925. That 
turmoil started, as all such turmoils do, 
with hopes and aspirations to which artists, 
particularly Ukrainian artists, responded 
with ebullience.

“Particularly” Ukrainian artists refers 
not only to the number of artists who 
answered the call for openness but also to 
their efforts and success in shaping the 
freedom of artistic expression that led to 
freedom of thought on all levels. They 
formed the Ukrainian Avant-Garde.  

The camera swoops over rich cubist, 
expressionistic, pointillistic and monumen-
tal works. Artists are recognized by name, 
but the camera stops at the works of 
Oleksandr Bohomazov. Ninety years after 
Bohomazov’s death, the curators are plan-
ning a special exhibit centered on his 
“Sawyers” (1925). There are concerns: so 
many paintings by Bohomazov have landed 
in Moscow that the name of the painter has 
become Russified into Alexander 
Bogomazov. The curators do not dwell on 
this, instead focusing on the damage done 
to the painting by years of storage in a 
secret location in the museum.

They explain that, after 1930, as the 
Soviet Union consolidated its power over 
satellite nations by imposing its ideology 
and banning all freedoms, the artists who 
had dared to raise their voices were 
silenced; many were executed, their works 

destroyed, erased from memory in succes-
sive purges.  Bohomazov’s “The Sawyers” 
was saved together with other Avant-Garde 
paintings by an astute museum director. 
The work of the Avant-Garde was packed 
and stowed in a hidden place for future 
generations. Unfortunately, as the director 
of the museum also died at the hands of an 
executioner, the secret location of the hide-
out perished with him. Years later, after the 
emergence of Ukraine as a free nation, the 
curators finally discovered the stash, but 
they did not reveal its whereabouts, at least 
not on camera.  

The significance of the paintings rescued 
from the secret stash is a profound justifi-
cation for Mr. Zagdansky’s documentary. 
For Ukraine, it provides inspiration in a 
time of war. 

There is only one criticism of the film. 
The name used for the museum should be 
updated. An online search for “Ukraine 
National Museum in Kyiv” yielded only 
“National Museum of the History of 
Ukraine.” To find the Museum that this doc-
umentary describes, the name should be 
changed to “National Art Museum of 
Ukraine.”  

But that is a very small challenge for 
viewers. Mr. Zagdansky’s contribution to 
our understanding and to the increase in 
Ukrainian self-identity is of paramount sig-
nificance. It was so in 2021 when the film 
was made, and now it will become a 
reminder of why Ukraine is determined to 
fight for its freedom and its independence.

And yes, you immigrant, take that icon, 
remove it from its frame, and fold it in the 
suitcase so that when you are in a new land, 
you will remember who you are by knowing 
who you were and where you came from.

(Continued from page 9)

‘National Museum...’
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71st Annual Membership Meeting 
Thursday, May 12, 2022

3:00 P.M. 
St. George Academy Auditorium  

215 East 6th Street, New York City

Members are required to pre-register, seating is limited. 
Please call (212) 473-7310 ext#4144 

This year the terms of the following members 
of the Board of Directors expire:
Stefan Kaczaraj and Adam Hapij

Nominations for positions on the Board can be forwarded to:
SELF RELIANCE (NY) FCU

108 Second Avenue
New York, NY 10003

Attn: Nominating Committee

There will be No Reception and No Food or Beverages will be served.

Masks will be required.
Members are requested to bring their regular share passbook.
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Through June 4 Art exhibit, “Wanting It Both Ways,” featuring works
Chicago  by Bill Conger, Tanya Hastings Gill, Mile Kongo and
 Jennifer Mannebach, Ukrainian Institute of Modern Art, 
 www.uima-chicago.org or 773-227-5522

April 28 Benefit concert, “Play for Ukraine,” Ukrainian Canadian 
Ottawa Congress (Ottawa branch), Carleton Dominion Chalmers
 Center, www.chamberfest.com/event/2022/play-for-ukraine

April 30 Annual St. Thomas Sunday pilgrimage weekend, Ukrainian
through May 1 Orthodox Church of the U.S.A., St. Andrew Memorial
South Bound Brook, Ukrainian Orthodox Church, www.uocofusa.org 
NJ

April 30 Embroidery workshop, with instruction by Lubow Wolynetz,
through June 4 Ukrainian Museum, www.ukrainianmuseum.org 
New York or 212-228-0110

May 1 Sviachene dinner, Ukrainian National Women’s League of 
Jenkintown, PA America, Ukrainian Educational and Cultural Center, 
 www.ueccphila.org 

May 7 Korovai-making workshop, with instruction by Bohdanna 
New York Slyz, Lubow Wolynetz and Larysa Zielyk, The Ukrainian
 Museum, www.ukrainianmuseum.org or 212-228-0110

May 13 Film screening, “Return Sasyk to the Sea” by Andrea
Jenkintown, PA Odezynska, Ukrainian Educational and Cultural Center, 
 www.ueccphila.org

May 15 Family workshop, “Ukrainian Folk Costumes,” The 
New York Ukrainian Museum, www.ukrainianmuseum.org or 
 212-228-0110

May 15 Spring concert, Voloshky School, St. Michael the Archangel
Jenkintown, PA www.voloshkyschool.com or https://mykhailivka.org

May 22 Family workshop, “Ukrainian Folk Tales,” The Ukrainian
New York Museum, www.ukrainianmuseum.org or 212-228-0110

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

ПЛЕМ’Я ПЛАСТУНОК  „ПЕРШІ СТЕЖІ“
влаштовує

„ДЕННИЙ ТАБІР ПТАШАТ ПРИ ПЛАСТІ“
     для дітей від 4 до 6 років, які володіють 

(розуміють і розмовляють) українською мовою

• Дитина мусить мати закінчених 4 роки життя до 31 серпня 2022 р. Вийнятків немає. 
• Дитина мусить мати усі приписані щеплення.
• Дитина, яка склала Заяву Вступу до новацтва, не може брати участи в таборaх для Пташат.

 Табір відбудеться на Союзівці  у двох групах:
• від неділі, 26 червня, до суботи, 2 липня 2022 р.
• від неділі, 3 липня, до суботи, 9 липня 2022 р.

У справі кімнат просимо порозуміватися безпосередньо з Адміністрацією Союзівки:
SOYUZIVKA, P. O. Box 529, 216 Foordmore Road, Kerhonkson, NY 12446

                         (845) 626-5641;  www. Soyuzivka.com;  Fax: 845-626-4638

• Tаборова оплата: $150.00 ($20.00 незворотні); оплата за два тижні – 290.00 дол.
• Tаборову оплату через PayPal та зголошення слід посилати до: 

  Chrystyna Nazarewycz-Silecky
chrystynan@hotmail.com  •  636 219 3358

• Реченець зголошень: 20 травня 2022 р.  •  Після реченця зголошень не приймаємо.
• Лікарську посвідку НЕ пересилати з анкетою зголошення. Просимо передати при       
   реєстрації.

КАРТА ЗГОЛОШЕННЯ НА ТАБІР ПТАШАТ-2022
Ім’я і прізвище дитини ....................................................................................................................

                        по-українськи і по-англійськи

Дата народження ...............................................................................................................................
Адреса ....................................................................................................................................................
Телефон .................................................... E-mail ..............................................................................

Просимо залучити посвідку дати народження дитини, яку вперше вписуєтe на табір
     ☐ від 26 червня до 2 липня 2022 р.  ☐ від 3 липня до 9 липня 2022 р.
    Розмір таборової сорочинки дитини: ☐ 6-8,  ☐10-12,    ☐14-16.
     ☐ Залучую чек на суму $..............           ☐ Резервую кімнату на Союзівці

.........................................................................................................................................................
ім’я і прізвище матері (подати дівоче прізвище)

Завваги .........................................................................................................................................
..........................................................................................................................................................
..........................................................................................................................................................
 .......................................................................................................Підпис батька або матері

(Continued from page 15)
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law, accusing her of what he called “fighting 
symbols instead of poverty.” Mr. Dodon also 
vowed to organize a Victory March on May 
9 that has been marked in Russia and sever-
al other former Soviet republics on that day 
each year, but in recent years turned into a 
tool of the Russian propaganda to justify its 
aggression against Ukraine, namely 
Moscow’s illegal annexation of Crimea and 
its support for pro-Russian separatists in 
eastern Ukraine since 2014. Last month, Ms. 
Sandu signed a formal application for 
Moldova to join the European Union, has-
tening its planned pro-Western course in 
the wake of Russia’s invasion of neighboring 
Ukraine. Lithuania’s parliament approved a 
similar bill that outlaws the ribbon of St. 
George, as well as the “Z” and “V” signs, on 
April 19. Last week, Ukrainian lawmakers 
also banned the Russian symbols in public 
places, commercials, clothes, media and 
social networks. On April 19, Lithuania’s 
parliament approved a bill similar to the 
one signed by Ms. Sandu to ban public dis-
plays of the letter Z, the ribbon of St George 
and other symbols seen as expressing sup-
port for the invasion. The Lithuanian law 

says fines for breaching the ban is expected 
to be raised to 900 euros ($827) for people 
and up to 1,500 euros for companies. 
Lawmakers in Vilnius added the provision 
to an earlier ban on “the symbols of totali-
tarian or authoritarian regimes used in the 
past or currently used to promote military 
aggression, crimes against humanity and 
war crimes committed or perpetrated by 
them.” Last week, Ukrainian lawmakers 
also banned the Russian symbols in public 
places, commercials, clothes, media and 
social networks. (RFE/RL’s Moldovan 
Service, with reporting by Current Time, 
Adevarul, Delfi and Stir)

mitted to maintaining their efforts until the 
end of the war. 

Many UFCU members had relatives and 
friends in Ukraine when the full-scale war 
began. While they suffer from uncertainty, 
fear and constant worry, the UFCU adapted 
to the needs of its members by eliminating 
MoneyGram and wire transfer fees to 
Ukraine. In staying true to the credit union 
philosophy of “people helping people,” 
many of the organization’s employees are 
also active volunteers within various 
Ukraine-focused community organizations 
and churches.

While the people of Ukraine remain 
resilient, they also need more help from the 
international community. Readers who 
would like to help may visit the following 
address: https://ukrainianfcu.org/commu-
nity/news-events/help-ukraine-now/.

The UFCU was founded in 1953 by 
Ukrainian Americans in Rochester, N.Y. The 
organization, with more than 80 employees, 
provides service in English and Ukrainian to 
meet the needs of over 22,000 members. 
The credit union has assets that exceed 
$350 million and has 13 full-service branch 
offices in seven states, including New York, 
Massachusetts, Ohio, North Carolina, 
California, Oregon and Washington. Readers 
do not have to be Ukrainian to become a 
member of the UFCU, which is insured by 
the National Credit Union Administration.  
For more information, readers may visit 
www.ukrainianfcu.org.

(Continued from page 11)
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