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United Nations Secretary General Antonio 
Guterres has decried the “absurdity” of 
Moscow’s war in Ukraine as Russia steps up 
its large-scale offensive in the east more than 
two months after it invaded its neighbor.

The U.N. chief, who arrived in Kyiv on 
April 28 following talks with Russian 
President Vladimir Putin in Moscow the 
day before, toured several towns just out-
side Kyiv – including Bucha and Borodyan-

ka – where the corpses of civilians, some 
showing signs of torture, were found after 
Russian troops withdrew earlier this 
month.

The apparent evidence of atrocities has 
prompted calls from several countries, as 
well as the U.N. and the International 
Criminal Court (ICC), for investigations to 
determine whether war crimes were com-
mitted.

U.N.’s Guterres tours Kyiv region as Ukraine 
braces for Russian offensive in east

(Continued on page 15)

by Mark Raczkiewycz

CHICAGO – U.S. President Joe Biden has 
requested an additional $33 billion from 
Congress in additional support for Ukraine 
on April 28 as the war-torn country resists 
an all-out Russian invasion.

U.S. officials told Reuters and the 
Associated Press that about two-thirds of 
the requested amount would go directly to 
Kyiv for “security and military assistance.”

Approximately $8.5 billion would be 
allocated to help Ukraine’s cash-starved 

economy and an additional $3 billion 
would go for humanitarian assistance, 
press pool reporters at the Pentagon 
reported.

“The proposal would more than double 
the initial $13.6 billion package of defense 
and economic aid for Ukraine and Western 
allies that Congress enacted last month,” 
the AP reported.

Allocation of $16 billion in military 
assistance would be divided with $6 billion 
going to purchase new weaponry for 
Ukraine, $5 billion would come from the 
U.S. defense’s weapons inventory and $5 
billion would go to NATO’s eastern-flank 
countries.

The total request would equal about 
half of the $66 billion that Russia budgeted 
for its defense sector in 2021, according to 
t h e  S w e d i s h - b a s e d  S t o c k h o l m 
International Peace Research Institute.

By comparison, Ukraine’s defense bud-
get approached $12 billion in 2022.

The pledged money, expected to sail 
through the U.S. bicameral legislative 
chambers, is a sign of strong confidence 
that the Biden administration believes that 
Ukraine could win the war on the battle-
field against Russia in a so-called David 
versus Goliath confrontation.

Preceding the request, U.S. Defense 
Department Secretary Lloyd Austin hosted a 
forum of some 40 countries at the Ramstein 
Air Base in Germany on April 26 where 
pledges were made to provide more of the 
heavy weapons that Kyiv has requested.

Ukraine to get billions more in U.S. aid  
to fend off renewed Russian offensive

(Continued on page 3)

A Ukrainian servicewoman stands next to a stack of blue-and-yellow sandbags at an 
undisclosed location on April 28.

United Nations Secretary General Antonio Guterres on April 28 views the aftermath 
of the devastation caused by invading Russian forces in Borodyanka in the Kyiv 

region of Ukraine.

Defense Ministry of UkraineTwitter.com/antonioguterres

Biden administration launches Uniting for Ukraine program

by Irene Jarosewich

PARSIPPANY, N.J. – U.S. President Joe 
Biden on April 21 announced the details 
of a program that will allow 100,000 dis-
placed persons fleeing the war in Ukraine 
to enter the United States for a period of 
up to two years.

The Department of Homeland Security 
(DHS) will manage the program, known 
as Uniting for Ukraine, that will accept 
Ukrainian refugees under a category 
known as humanitarian parole.

“The Ukrainian people continue to suf-
fer immense tragedy and loss as a result 
of [Russian President Vladimir] Putin’s 

unprovoked and unjustified attack on 
their country,” Homeland Security 
Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas said in a 
statement released on April 21.

“DHS will continue to provide relief to 
the Ukrainian people, while supporting 
our European allies who have shouldered 
so much as the result of Russia’s brutal 
invasion of Ukraine,” Mr. Mayorkas said.

The conditions of humanitarian parole 
are different from conditions of other 
pathways of entry into the United States, 
such as the asylum or the family reunifica-
tion pathways. The latter two offer paths 
to citizenship and permanent residence in 
the United States, whereas humanitarian 

parole does not. 
Those accepted through the Uniting for 

Ukraine humanitarian parole process can 
stay in the United States for up to two 
years and will be able to work during 
their stay.

After the term of the parole is up, pro-
gram participants are expected to return 
to their home country and not remain 
permanently in the United States.

“Uniting for Ukraine is a streamlined 
process focused specifically on those 
who fled Ukraine in recent months 
because of war,” said Matthew La Corte, 

Offers ‘humanitarian parole’ for 100,000 displaced Ukrainians

Biden requests $33 billion from Congress  
as Russia attacks east, south Ukraine

(Continued on page 4)
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Report details Russian cyberattacks

Microsoft says its researchers have 
determined that Russian hackers have con-
ducted destructive cyberattacks on 
Ukraine, including some that date back to a 
year before it launched its full-scale war on 
Ukraine on February 24. The U.S. software 
giant released a report on April 27 that 
details cyberattacks that it said its 
researchers observed and what the compa-
ny said it has done to help protect Ukraine. 
Microsoft has reported on alleged Russian 
cyberattacks against Ukraine before, but 
the new report discloses some previously 
unknown activity and says that in some 
cases, hacking and military operations 
worked in “tandem against a shared tar-
get.” Tom Burt, vice president for customer 
security and trust, in a blog post accompa-
nying the report, said the research showed 
that Russia’s use of cyberattacks “appears 
to be strongly correlated and sometimes 
directly timed” with military operations 
targeting services and institutions. “The 
attacks have not only degraded the systems 
of institutions in Ukraine but have also 
sought to disrupt people’s access to reliable 
information and critical life services on 
which civilians depend, and have attempt-
ed to shake confidence in the country’s 
leadership,” Mr. Burt said. The report did 
not name specific targets, but telecommu-
nications companies and local, regional and 
national government agencies are known 
to have been targeted in the past. The com-
pany’s report includes a timeline of the 
Russian cyberoperations observed by its 
researchers, and it indicates that what it 
called “Russia-aligned nation-state actors” 
began prepositioning for conflict as early as 
March 2021. Russia has consistently denied 
accusations related to cyberactivity, includ-
ing Kyiv’s assertions of large cyberattacks 
as part of a “hybrid war” against Ukraine. 
According to Microsoft, the hackers use a 
variety of techniques, including phishing, 
exploiting unpatched vulnerabilities and 
compromising upstream IT service provid-
ers, to gain initial access to their targets. 
These footholds could be used later to col-
lect “strategic and battlefield intelligence or 
to facilitate future destructive attacks.” Mr. 
Burt said Microsoft believes it’s important 

to share the information its researchers 
observed so that policymakers and the 
public know what’s occurring and for the 
benefit of others in the security community. 
He added that Microsoft also believes that 
cyberattacks will continue to escalate as 
the conflict rages. “Russian nation-state 
threat actors may be tasked to expand their 
destructive actions outside of Ukraine to 
retaliate against those countries that 
decide to provide more military assistance 
to Ukraine and take more punitive mea-
sures against the Russian government in 
response to the continued aggression,” Mr. 
Burt said. (RFE/RL, with reporting by 
Reuters and AP)

Gazprombank official heads to Ukraine

The deputy chairman of Russia’s 
Gazprombank, Igor Volobuyev, says he has 
left the country for his native Ukraine and 
joined a territorial defense group to fight 
against Russian troops in Kyiv. Mr. 
Volobuyev, who was born and raised in 
Ukraine’s northern city of Okhtyrka, said in 
an interview with The Insider and LIGA.net 
websites that he abruptly left Russia for 
Ukraine in early March because of Russia’s 
war against his homeland. “Just in several 
days I decided that I cannot live in Russia 
anymore. Russians are killing my father, my 
friends, my relatives. My father lived in a 
cold basement for one month. People 
whom I knew since my childhood told me 
that that they were ashamed of me. ... I 
grabbed my stuff and left for Ukraine on 
March 2,” Mr. Volobuyev said in the inter-
view published on April 26. Mr. Volobuyev, 
who worked at Gazprombank, one of 
Russia’s largest banks, for more than 22 
years, said blame for the war doesn’t stop 
with Russian President Vladimir Putin. “It 
is not Putin who is killing Ukrainians here, 
not Putin who is stealing toilets, not Putin 
who is raping women. This is what Russian 
people are doing. And, although I am an 
ethnic Ukrainian, I am also responsible for 
what is happening here. I feel ashamed. I 
will be ashamed all my life because I am 
not just a Russian citizen. I was born here. I 
lived here for 18 years. And, therefore, my 
responsibility for all of this is twice, thrice 

(Continued on page 14)

 NEWS ANALYSIS

by Pavel K. Baev
Eurasia Daily Monitor

Predictions of a decisive offensive in the 
eastern Ukrainian region of the Donbas on 
the one hand, and speculation about peace 
talks, on the other hand, have gained new 
intensity in both Russian propaganda and 
Western commentary in recent days – how-
ever, neither makes much sense. Russian 
artillery and air strikes against the solid 
Ukrainian defense lines up and down the 
Donbas front line have escalated, but 
Moscow’s battalions, exhausted by two 
months of unexpectedly hard fighting (and 
two months of winter camping prior to the 
2022 invasion) have been unable to gain 
much ground. United Nations Secretary 
General António Guterres’ visits to Moscow 
and Kyiv, which took place on April 26-27 
(after both countries celebrated Orthodox 
Easter), is well-intentioned but will most 
probably prove fruitless. Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy can only 
confirm his readiness to meet with his 
Russian counterpart, Vladimir Putin; while 
the latter will surely blame Ukraine for sab-
otaging negotiations and reiterate the mes-
sage given to European Council President 

Charles Michel that a meeting with Mr. 
Zelenskyy is contingent on the “results” of 
the peace talks (RIA Novosti, April 22).

The fact that negotiations continue 
through daily virtual talks was confirmed 
in Moscow, even if the positive spin was 
reduced by Foreign Affairs Minister Sergei 
Lavrov, who asserted that Russia would not 
tolerate any “ultimatums” from Ukraine 
(Izvestia, April 22). Mr. Zelenskyy had pre-
viously said that talks would be broken off 
if Russia continued to murder the defend-
ers of besieged Mariupol (RBC, April 16). 
Putin responded by giving a direct order to 
Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu not to 
storm but merely to blockade the last bas-
tion of armed resistance at the Azovstal 
steel plant, located across the river from 
the port city’s central district (Kommer-
sant, April 21). The televised meeting pro-
vided Russian experts and bloggers with a 
rare opportunity to comment on the small 
size of the table, which Putin was clutching 
with an oddly rigid right hand, and on Mr. 
Shoigu’s public appearance after a long 
absence (Svoboda.org, April 22). The main 
point, however, was the substance of 

by Aslan Doukaev
Eurasia Daily Monitor

In a throwback to Stalinist-era practices, 
Russian forces in Ukraine may have been 
using some of their own detachments as 
“barrier troops” – a term originating in 
World War II for so-called anti-retreat forc-
es (Gazeta.ua, March 11; T.me/SBUkr, 
March 12). The deployment of such units to 
deter frontline waverers or to punish 
insubordination among Russian service 
members has been reported in Kyiv, Sumy, 
Mykolayiv and Zaporizhia oblasts. 
Zaporizhia military administration spokes-
person Col. Ivan Arefyev described the 
most recent incident of this type as follows: 
“According to Ukrainian intelligence, 
Russian troops began to mutiny yesterday 
in the Polohy Raion of [Zaporizhia] Oblast: 
Russian soldiers refused to fight because 
they had not received their promised pay-
outs. However, ‘kadyrovtsy’ brutally killed 
three of the instigators of the riot who were 
ready to lay down their arms and head 
home” (T.me/zoda_gov_ua, April 19).

The Russian Ministry of Defense, for its 
part, paints a no less dire picture of morale 
within the enemy ranks, claiming that in 
the Luhansk region Ukrainian barrier 
detachments “killed four officers of 
Ukraine’s Armed Forces” to stop them from 
retreating, and that “the Kyiv nationalist 
regime” has given orders “to shoot on sight 
anyone among Ukrainian servicemen and 
foreign mercenaries wanting to lay down 
their arms” (Tvzvezda.ru, February 27; Mil.
ru, March 17).

Although none of these assertions can 
be subjected to objective empirical scrutiny 
at this stage, the claims about the apparent 
involvement of the kadyrovtsy – elite forces 
loyal to Chechen Republic head Ramzan 
Kadyrov – arguably fits their profile, experi-
ences and prior activity. The Chechen 
regime has frequently been accused of “sys-

tematic serious human rights violations by 
members of law enforcement forces, 
including torture and ill-treatment, 
enforced disappearance, arbitrary arrest, 
extrajudicial killings and secret detention” 
(Humanrightscommission.house.gov, April 
15, 2011). The victims of the atrocities doc-
umented by various human rights bodies 
are primarily Chechen civilians, but some 
evidence suggests that Mr. Kadyrov’s forces 
would have no qualms about opening fire 
on their supposed Russian comrades-in-
arms. At least one such incident has been 
reported before (see Eurasia Daily Monitor, 
March 8), but it was hushed up, probably to 
avoid any blowback from anti-Kadyrov 
and/or anti-Chechen elements within the 
Russian administration.

Another compelling reason why the 
claim that the kadyrovtsy are acting as 
blocking squads looks plausible is that 
Chechnya seems to have taken a step 
toward reviving another war-time practice: 
penal military units. Last month, Mr. 
Kadyrov announced that one of his “experi-
enced fighters,” Apty Alaudinov, will be “in 
charge of 1,000 volunteers from the 
Chechen Republic” on their way “to partici-
pate in the special operation for the denazi-
fication and demilitarization of Ukraine 
[sic]” (T.me/RKadyrov_95, March 17). Mr. 
Alaudinov had been removed from his 
position as deputy minister of the repub-
lic’s interior ministry just a year earlier 
(Kommersant, March 18, 2021), likely over 
his ties to the former mayor of the industri-
al town of Argun, Ibrahim Temirbayev. Mr. 
Temirbayev, a well-connected and power-
hungry official whom Mr. Kadyrov had long 
suspected of disloyalty, was dismissed from 
his post in the fall of 2019 and found dead 
in a ravine in southern Chechnya 18 months 
later (Kavkazsky Uzel, April 8, 2021). Like 
his patron, President Vladimir Putin, the 

No feasible end game for Russia 
in badly mismanaged war

No retreat permitted for Putin’s 
hapless conscripts in Ukraine
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As Ukrainian refugees flee west, Lviv apartment rental market adapts to new reality
by Bohdan Sereda

LVIV – Since Russia launched its full-scale war on 
Ukraine on February 24, hundreds of thousands, if not mil-
lions, of people from the east of the country have sought 
temporary refuge in Ukraine’s west.

While some have passed through Lviv on their way to 
the Polish border just over 40 miles away, others have 
sought to stay in Ukraine but find refuge in the country’s 
west, finding temporary shelter in smaller towns. But, 
according to Lviv Mayor Andriy Sadovyi, some 200,000 
internally displaced Ukrainians have decided to stay in the 
city of lions. 

With an increased demand for apartments in Lviv, pric-
es have also gone up, in some cases dramatically.

Mr. Sadovyi called landlords and hotel owners who 
overcharging residents are marauders. He asked internally 
displaced people to inform the city council if they experi-
enced such cases.

“A landlord or hotelier who sets an inflated price for an 
apartment is a looter! Report such cases to the city hotline. 
We will act as required in wartime. We will check and 

make the names of the looters public and pass the data to 
the Security Service of Ukraine,” Mr. Sadovyi said at a 
recent press conference.

The mayor stressed that rental prices in Lviv should 
remain at the same level they were during the pre-war 
period.

“If you came to Lviv, hiding from the bombing and shell-
ing, and want to rent an apartment, and the apartment 
owner sets you a sky-high price, it’s looting,” Mr. Sadovyi 
said.

On March 16, Mr. Sadovyi’s office published a list of six 
landlords who were overcharging their tenants.

“I know that there are many more such complaints on 
social media. But you must clearly justify your message. 
Information that an apartment is very expensive is insuffi-
cient. It is important to clarify whether the cost of the 
apartment has increased since the start of the full-scale 
war in Ukraine. But please do not copy unverified informa-
tion. Do not generalize or call all the inhabitants of the 
West looters. If there is clear data, then pass it on to us,” 
Mr. Sadovyi wrote on his Facebook page.

“During the war in Ukraine, a significant proportion of 

hotel owners keep accommodation prices unchanged or 
even reduced them. But some entrepreneurs, on the con-
trary, seek to make money on [the situation],” said Natalia 
Tabaka, head of the Lviv Regional Military Administration’s 
Department of Tourism and Resorts.

“Two-room apartments in Lviv cost a thousand dollars 
(per month). For a day in a hotel, a double room, which 
used to cost 2,500 hryvnias, now you need to pay 8,000,” 
Ms. Tabaka said.

Under the circumstances in the apartment rental mar-
ket, some landlords evict their renters in order to find new 
tenants who can pay a higher rental rate. Most rent con-
tracts allow landlords to do so when they need to use the 
flats for their own accommodation or host their family 
members. But it is often very difficult to prove whether or 
not that justification is true.

Lesia Pronko is among those who left her rented apart-
ment because of the surprising price increase.

“Since the war began, I have heard several cases of ‘loot-
ing’ and could not believe that, when the whole world 

Ukrainian Defense Minister Oleksiy Reznikov attended 
the meeting where more heavier weapons along with air-
defense capabilities were pledged from numerous coun-
tries, including Germany, which has been reluctant to pro-
vide what Kyiv has requested.

“We don’t have any time to waste. We have got to move 
at the speed of war. I know that all the leaders leave today 
more resolved than ever to support Ukraine in its fight 
against Russian aggression and atrocities,” Mr. Austin said.

So far, Ukraine has held its own against Russian forces, 
whom Kremlin autocrat Vladimir Putin ordered to invade 
the neighboring country again on February 24.

What Ukraine has received so far, mostly from the U.S., 
has made a difference in withstanding the onslaught, 
Pentagon spokesperson John Kirby said.

“The equipment is making a difference on the battle 
lines in the Donbas region – the site of the major Russian 
effort in Ukraine,” he said.

Current assessments of Ukraine’s surprising successes 
are attributed to Russia underestimating Ukraine’s 
strengths – after eight years of training with NATO forces 
and battle experience against the Russians in the Donbas – 
to poor Russian military planning and performance on the 
battlefield.

U.S. Director of National Intelligence Avril Haines told 
Congress in early March that “we assess Moscow underes-
timated the strength of Ukraine’s resistance and the degree 
of internal military challenges we are observing, which 
include an ill-constructed plan, morale issues and consid-
erable logistical issues.” 

Regarding the recent weapons supplies from the West, 
Interior Minister Viktor Andrusiv said on Facebook that in 
the next 1-2 days, there will be a “volley of NATO weapons” 
deployed against the Russians, and “their losses will be 
enormous.”

United Nations Secretary General Antonio Guterres 
tweeted on the same day that “war is evil,” after visiting the 
Kyiv regional town of Borodyanka on April 28.

His social media post was in reference to surveying a 
site of some of the worst atrocities that Russian troops 
have caused during the ongoing war, which is now in its 
ninth year.

Donbas Again

Ukraine said Russia is making incremental gains in seiz-
ing territory in the two easternmost regions of Luhansk 
and Donetsk. Russian forces are now at the Siverskyi 
Donets river area near Izyum and Ukraine has blown up a 
bridge to slow their advance.

The Washington-based Institute for the Study of War 
has noted that Ukraine has fared better than in the Donbas 
territories where they’ve been fortified since 2014, but the 
open terrain there has worked to Russia’s advantage near 
Kharkiv and Izyum, which borders the Luhansk and 
Donetsk regions, because Ukrainian forces aren’t dug in.

Ukrainian media reported that Russian Gen. Valeriy 
Gerasimov, head of the General Staff of the Russian Armed 
Forces, is in the Izyum area marshaling forces. He directly 
answers to Putin and his immediate subordinate is Gen. 
Aleksandr Dvornikov who was put in charge of the 
renewed invasion recently.

Still, British Defense Intelligence reports have said that 
Russia hasn’t made any “new breakthroughs” in the 
Donbas this week.

In daily war updates, Ukraine’s military notes that what-
ever territorial gains Russia makes come with “huge casu-
alties.”

As of April 28, the Pentagon estimates there are 92 Russian 
battalion tactical groups inside Ukraine, according to press 
pool reporters. Their manpower size is unknown because 
many have been regrouped after being decimated and routed 
during the Battle of Kyiv in March and the first week of April.

Ukrainian presidential adviser Oleksiy Arestovych said 
that Russian forces occupied 20 square kilometers on 
April 28.

“The army operation has been going on since April 4 in 
the Izyum direction, during which time they have advanced 
12-17 kilomters. In the Soviet Union, they would have been 
shot for such a war,” Mr. Arestovych said.

Meanwhile, Russia said what Putin is calling a “special 
operation” is going according to plan, although the coun-
try’s seized military plans say that Ukraine should’ve been 
subjugated in early March.

Odesa and the south

More elite Russian forces are engaged in the south of 
Ukraine, military analysts say. Attacks and counterattacks 
are being waged between the two sides in Kherson, which 
Russia hasn’t fully occupied, and Zaporizhia. Consistent, 
staunch resistance at Mykolayiv has stopped Russia from 
advancing further in the direction of the Black Sea port city 
of Odesa.

A series of explosions took place in the pro-Russian 
Moldovan breakaway region of Transdniester this week 
that neighbors the Odesa region. Fear arose that Russia 
would open another front against Ukraine because 1,200-
1,500 Russian troops and military weapons are stationed 
on the slither of territory.

Explosions occurred at two radio towers and a “building 
housing separatist offices in Tiraspol” this week, Radio 
Free Europe/Radio Liberty reported.

In the Donetsk regional city of Mariupol situated along 
the shores of the Azov Sea, some combined 1,000 
Ukrainian forces continue to hold out in a steel factory 
where civilians are also sheltered.

Donetsk’s military administration head Pavlo Kyrlylenko 
said that more than 30,000 Mariupol residents have been 
forcibly deported to Russia in contravention of internation-
al law.

Russia’s Defense Ministry said that, since February 24, 
more than 950,000 Ukrainians have been forcibly deported 
to Russia from occupied territories. That figure includes 
more than 174,000 children. Sham referendums are also 
planned in occupied Kherson, Ukraine’s military intelli-
gence says.

Genocide

Canada became the latest country to recognize Russia’s 
actions in Ukraine as genocide. The country’s House of 
Commons said on April 27 that it took “an important step 
in ensuring that the perpetrators will be brought to justice.”

The recognition said that there is “clear and ample evi-
dence of systemic and massive war crimes and crimes 
against humanity committed against the people of Ukraine 
by the Armed Forces of the Russian Federation.”

The motion concluded that Russia, “directed by 
President Vladimir Putin,” is committing “acts of genocide 
against the Ukrainian people.”

On April 21, both parliaments of Latvia and Estonia 
voted unanimously to declare killings of civilians in areas 
of Ukraine occupied by Russian forces to be acts of geno-
cide,” Reuters reported.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy has accused 
Russia, and Putin in particular, of an attempt to extermi-
nate the country.

(Continued from page 1)

Ukraine to get...

A situational war map shows the location of the Russian military and their attacks on Ukrainian forces as of April 28.

British Defense Ministry

(Continued on page 13)
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NGO Welcome.US to aid arrival of Ukrainians fleeing Russia’s war

Temporary Protected Status now available for Ukrainians in the U.S.

by Irene Jarosewich

WASHINGTON – In conjunction with the April 21 rollout 
of the U.S. government’s Uniting for Ukraine program that 
will bring 100,000 displaced persons from Ukraine to the 
United States, the non-governmental organization 
Welcome.US convened nation-wide online meetings to 
explain the important role sponsors will play in the pro-
gram.

Those sponsors, an essential element of the humanitari-
an parole program, are needed for the successful resettle-
ment of displaced persons.

The humanitarian parole program Uniting for Ukraine is 
granting participants in the program stays of two years in 
the U.S.  The program gives participants the possibility of 
employment, but it does not offer a path to citizenship. 
After two years in the U.S., the expectation is that individu-
als will be able to return to their home country.

The Welcome.US national online meetings, held April 
21-25, included more than 100 participants, including rep-
resentatives of the Ukrainian National Association (UNA) 
and the broader Ukrainian American community. From the 
UNA, members of the Welcome Council include UNA 
Advisor Irene Jarosewich and National Secretary and Chief 
Operating Officer Yuriy Symczyk. 

The sponsor application process, which opened on April 
25, and the vetting of sponsors and the displaced persons 

that sponsors have agreed to support, will be conducted by 
the U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS) through 
the office of U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services 
(USCIS).

However, after the government approves the applica-
tions, the actual in-country settlement of the 100,000 refu-
gees will be coordinated with the help of Welcome.US in 
partnership with national and local community organiza-
tions. Welcome.US is recognized as the U.S. government 
civic partner that will help facilitate implementation of the 
Uniting for Ukraine program. 

Four steps

Welcome.US has identified the following four steps in 
the Uniting for Ukraine humanitarian parole process:

First, unite: A sponsor in the U.S. identifies a beneficiary, 
and connects with the beneficiary, who is currently over-
seas. A beneficiary is a displaced person who has fled 
Ukraine. That person can be a family member, a friend or a 
recommended individual. A U.S.-based sponsor may be an 
individual, a group of individuals or an organization. The 
sponsor, in effect, will be responsible for applying on behalf 
of the beneficiary. Therefore, a great deal of personal data 
about the beneficiary (displaced person) must be obtained 
prior to completing the application (Form I-134). Sponsors 
should review the application prior to contacting the bene-
ficiary to understand which information is required. The 

sponsor, in effect, claims that, through their sponsorship, 
the named beneficiary will have financial support after 
coming to the U.S., since beneficiaries arriving under 
humanitarian parole largely do not qualify for U.S. govern-
ment support. After a sponsor and beneficiary unite and 
can confirm that both parties are ready, the applications 
process can begin.

Second, apply: The sponsor applies through the DHS 
(dhs.gov/ukraine) and identifies the beneficiary. The appli-
cation must be approved by the DHS for the beneficiary to 
be granted humanitarian parole.  The deadline for submit-
ting an application is October 31.

Third, welcome: Once beneficiary and sponsor are vet-
ted and approved, the sponsor welcomes their beneficiary 
into the community by providing housing, transportation, 
school registration for children and other immediate and 
essential services, as well as other necessary connections 
to organizations and institutions that can welcome the 
newcomer. Volunteers may work with a sponsor to ensure 
robust support for the beneficiary.

Four, ongoing support: A sponsor and beneficiary con-
tinue to work together to ensure that social networking, 
medical care and language assistance is provided during 
the beneficiary’s two-year stay, all while opportunities for 
the beneficiary to return home are continually explored.

by Irene Jarosewich

PARSIPPANY, N.J. – The office of the U.S. Citizenship and 
Immigration Services (USCIS) within the Department of 
Homeland Security on April 19 opened registration for eligi-
ble Ukrainian nationals to apply for Temporary Protected 
Status (TPS).

TPS allows foreign nationals already in the U.S. to 
remain in the country regardless of their visa status.

While TPS approval does not grant amnesty for prior 
immigration violations, such as overstaying a visa, individ-
uals can nonetheless still apply and receive the benefits of 
TPS, such as a work permit. They also have the opportunity 
to apply for a travel permit and temporary protection from 
deportation for the duration of their TPS status. 

For Ukrainian nationals, the registration period will be 
effective for 18 months, beginning on April 19 and ending 
on October 19, 2023.

To be eligible for the program, applicants must be 
Ukrainian nationals, have continuously resided in the 
United States since April 11 and have been continuously 
present in the U.S. since April 19. 

TPS status is not available to displaced person currently 
outside the borders of the U.S.

A recently announced separate program that will offer 
humanitarian parole status for displaced persons is not 
available to those Ukrainian nationals already residing in 
the U.S. and who are eligible for TPS.

While both programs are new, both are managed by 
USCIS and both have the goal of helping Ukrainian nation-
als affected by Russia’s war against Ukraine, the two pro-
grams are mutually exclusive. Individuals cannot be accept-
ed to both programs. 

The secretary of the Department of Homeland Security 
may designate any country for TPS due to conditions that 
temporarily prevent the country’s nationals currently 
residing in the U.S. from returning safely for reasons such 
as war, environmental disaster or other extraordinary cir-
cumstances.

Ukraine received TPS on March 3. It is one of 14 coun-
tries to currently hold that designation. 

To apply for TPS Ukraine, individuals must complete 
Form I-821 (Application for Temporary Protected Status), 
which is available online.

When filing an initial TPS application, applicants can 
also request an Employment Authorization Document 
(EAD) by submitting a completed Form I-765 (Application 
for Employment Authorization), along with the applicant’s 
Form I-821. 

However, in order to access either or both forms, appli-
cants must create an account with USCIS at https://myac-
count.uscis.gov/.

There is a fee to apply for TPS and a separate fee for 
employment authorization. The fee schedule varies accord-
ing to age and services needed. More information can be 
found online, https://www.uscis.gov/i-821.

The maximum fee is $545 and applies only to those age 
14-65 seeking both TPS and employment authorization. 
Under certain circumstances, fees may be waived, although 
a separate application must be submitted. 

While qualified immigration attorneys may charge a fee 
to advise and help complete applications, USCIS recom-
mends that individuals first review available options online 
at https://www.uscis.gov/avoid-scams/find-legal-services 
in order to help determine the appropriate fee for assis-
tance with the application process.

immigration policy expert at the Niskanen Center, a think 
tank based in Washington, D.C. “Entry into the United 
States through this process is quicker than through other 
pathways. The trade off, however, is that there will be no 
offer of citizenship at the end. This program is designed 
specifically to provide a temporary refuge.”

CNN reported that the program had received more 
than 4,000 applications as of April 28.

Each of the 100,000 displaced persons accepted 
through the Uniting for Ukraine program must have a 
sponsor. Sponsor applications (sometimes referred to as 
supporter applications), will be managed through the DHS 
office of U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS).

Sponsor applications became available online on April 
25 via Form I-134 (Declaration of Financial Support). All 
application fees have been waived for the Uniting for 
Ukraine program.

Sponsors can specifically identify displaced individuals 
whom they are willing to support, such as friends and 
family members. However, before being accepted for 

entry into the U.S., each displaced person must meet the 
following criteria:

- the individual must have been living in Ukraine on 
February 11 and been displaced as a result of Russia’s 
war on Ukraine;

- the individual must be a Ukrainian citizen and possess 
a valid Ukrainian passport (or be a child included on a par-
ent’s passport), or be an immediate family member of a 
Ukrainian citizen who is applying through Uniting for 
Ukraine;

- the individual must have a sponsor who filed Form 
I-134 (Declaration of Financial Support) on their behalf 
and that form has been confirmed as sufficient by USCIS;

- the individual must complete all required vaccina-
tions and other public health requirements;

- the individual must clear biometric and biographic 
screening and vetting security checks.

Additionally, children under age 18 must travel to the U.S. 
in the care and custody of their parent or legal guardian.

DHS officials noted that each sponsor applicant will be 
vetted to protect against exploitation and abuse of dis-
placed persons. The applications will also be reviewed to 
ensure that sponsors are able to provide financial support 
and that displaced persons can have their housing and 

other basic needs met, such as access to the educational 
system and employment.

Individual sponsors, including family members of dis-
placed persons, must be U.S. citizens, permanent or other 
lawful U.S. residents. Non-profit organizations, religious 
entities, educational institutions and employers can also 
apply to be sponsors. 

After World War II, the U.S. developed a similar pro-
gram to bring displaced persons to America. Tens of thou-
sands of Ukrainians living in European displaced persons 
camps came to the U.S. with the help of such sponsors.

Among the numerous sponsors at that time were 
branches of the Ukrainian National Association, as well as 
organizations such as the Ukrainian Congress Committee 
of America (UCCA) and the United Ukrainian American 
Relief Committee (ZUDAK). 

That program, unlike the current Uniting for Ukraine 
program, did offer a path to citizenship since there was no 
expectation that World War II refugees would want to 
return to the Soviet Union. 

For detailed information about the Uniting for Ukraine 
program, readers can visit dhs.gov/ukraine or the USCIS 
sponsor application site, https://www.uscis.gov/humani-
tarian/uniting-for-ukraine.

(Continued from page 1)

Biden administration...

(Continued on page 19)

Broad coalition enlisted to ensure safe haven  
for those seeking refuge
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PEN Ukraine President Kurkov to deliver 2022 Freedom to Write Lecture
PEN America

NEW YORK – PEN America announced it 
will hold an Emergency World Voices 
Congress to address Russia’s full-scale war 
on Ukraine and the role of the writer in 
times of turmoil and brutality. Ukrainian 
author and PEN Ukraine President Andrey 
Kurkov will deliver the 2022 Arthur Miller 
Freedom to Write Lecture on May 13, PEN 
America officials said.

Mr. Kurkov, a world-renowned Ukrainian 
writer who has documented the horrors of 
the current war and the resilience of 
Ukrainians, will deliver the lecture during 
the emergency congress, which was orga-
nized in direct response to Russia’s full-
scale war on Ukraine and other crises.

Participants of the congress are expect-
ed to discuss solidarity, free expression and 
the role of writers amid times of upheaval.

“As powers across the world ride rough-
shod over facts in order to legitimize 
aggression and work their international 
will, PEN World Voices will aim to elevate 

truth and narrative as wellsprings of con-
nection and insight,” said PEN America 
Chief Executive Officer Suzanne Nossel.

The congress will be held during the 
organization’s World Voice Festival, which 

will focus on the vital role literature plays 
in confronting urgent questions of the 
moment. That event will gather writers and 
readers in-person in New York’s Greenwich 
Village, while satellite events will take place 

in greater Los Angeles.
The festival and congress come at a time 

of international crisis and they will serve as 
a platform for writers to probe internation-
al schisms, foster dialogues that have bro-
ken down at the geopolitical level and forge 
connections between writers and intellec-
tuals as a counterweight to hostile stand-
offs. 

“PEN’s founding 100 years ago was 
motivated by the idea that writers world-
wide should stand shoulder-to-shoulder as 
bulwarks against future wars. We are seiz-
ing the opportunity to gather writers in 
person at a time of global chaos to explore 
how that role can be galvanized to push 
beyond the imaginations of our political 
and business leaders in order to envision 
and lay groundwork for new futures,” Ms. 
Nossel said. 

PEN America works to protect open 
expression in the United States and world-
wide, and to champion the freedom to 
write. For more information about the festi-
val, readers may visit www.pen.org/festival.

Ukrainian author and PEN Ukraine President Andrey Kurkov will deliver the 2022 
Arthur Miller Freedom to Write Lecture on May 13 in New York.

PEN America

Former U.S., NATO commander says Putin’s war in Ukraine has left Russia ‘vulnerable as a nation’
by Vazha Tavberidze

RFE/RL

The former commander of U.S. and 
NATO forces in Europe has said Russia is 
“not in a good position” as the war it waged 
two months ago on Ukraine grinds on, but 
that its newer focus on the east of the coun-
try will make it “a different fight.”

Retired Army Gen. Curtis Michael Scapar-
rotti also argued that Russian President 
Vladimir Putin’s ability to return “as a respect-
able leader on the world stage is done” and 
Russians will have to come to terms with 
the harm that’s been done to them as a 
“nation among nations,” including through 
sanctions and other punitive measures.

“Russia is vulnerable, I think, as a nation 
at this point,” Mr. Scaparrotti told RFE/RL’s 
Georgian Service in a recent interview, “and 
the sanctions certainly have impacted their 
national resources and their economy, et 
cetera.”

A West Point graduate, the 66-year-old 
Scaparrotti has commanded troops in Iraq, 
Afghanistan, Africa and Bosnia-Herzego-
vina, and has directed the U.S. Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, in addition to his transatlantic com-
mands.

He encouraged Kyiv to avoid rushing 
into possible peace negotiations.

“I think Ukraine should not seek that 
until it’s in a position of advantage, one that 
provides it a position to go into negotia-
tions with the belief they can achieve 
what’s acceptable to them as an outcome of 
this conflict,” Mr. Scaparrotti said.

Responding to reports this week of 
Turkish efforts to set up a meeting between 
Putin and Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy, Kyiv negotiator and presidential 
adviser Mykhaylo Podolyak said on April 
27 that no such agreement had been 
reached.

Mr. Podolyak said “the time of a meeting 
of the two countries’ presidents and the 
context of the meeting have not yet been 
determined,” Reuters reported.

Mr. Scaparrotti predicted a “grinding 
and destructive battle” but said Russia’s 
commitment of forces, its limited battle-
field progress so far and the international 
response all combine to temper presump-
tions that it can outlast its much smaller 
neighbor in a war of attrition.

“I think normally you’d say [time is on the 
side of] the larger country with the greater 

resources available – that being Russia. But 
Russia has committed a substantial portion 
of particularly their ground forces to this 
campaign, and they’ve not done well,” Mr. 
Scaparrotti said, noting the Ukrainians’ use 
of their “asymmetric systems.”

He said Russia appeared to be reconsti-
tuting forces that were repelled in Kyiv and 
building up logistics and command-and-con-
trol under the Russians’ recently promoted 
commander, Gen. Aleksandr Dvornikov.

The Russians’ limited use of firepower 
to prepare for an all-out assault on eastern 
Ukraine, including around where Russia-
backed separatists have controlled swaths 
of territory for eight years, invites ques-
tions about the next part of their campaign, 
he said.

‘A different fight’

He said Ukrainians would have to con-
tinue to strengthen themselves for the 
fight, which has forced more than 11 mil-
lion people to flee internally or abroad as 
military, militia and volunteer defense forc-
es fight for Ukrainian independence and 
their own survival.

“It’ll be a bit of a different fight, in the 
sense that they’re [fighting] along the lines 
in Donbas that they’ve been on for years, 
and the Russians’ intent will be perhaps to 
make a breakthrough in the north, near 
Izyum, and in the south around Donetsk 
city, and basically envelop that line,” Mr. 
Scaparrotti said.

Ukrainian forces, he said, will have to 
reinforce their flanks and counter Russian 

forces from more fixed defensive positions 
on flatter terrain.

He said he expected a “slow, steady, 
grinding battle” rather than a swift blow 
from either side.

“If there were to be a breakthrough, it 
would be a penetration on the flanks that 
would envelop or encircle a fairly signifi-
cant part of the Ukrainian forces. I think 
they’d continue to fight, though, and it 
would still last weeks,” Mr. Scaparrotti said.

He described a “Russian way of war” 
that is reminiscent of the type of intense 
conflict that targets population centers and 
is discouraged by many combatant nations.

“When they can’t win through maneuver 
and with their forces, as we’ve seen in Syria 
and other places, they use overwhelming 
firepower, and they go after populated 
areas in order to bring about capitulation 
because of the devastation they’re causing,” 
Mr. Scaparrotti said. “That’s a part of the 
nature of warfare and high-intensity con-
flict, and it has been so over the ages. 
Russia is one that’s still willing to use it.”

He said Putin’s new unified command 
under Mr. Dvornikov marks a more danger-
ous situation than when the Kremlin leader 
had three military district commanders 
sharing responsibilities.

“It’s of benefit to the Russians to put him 
in charge, but I don’t think it’s necessarily a 
game changer, given that he is coming in at 
a time when the Russian forces’ initial cam-
paign failed. And they’ve been shown to 
have performed so poorly and to have 
logistical and communications problems. 

He still has to try to repair those, and he’s 
fighting with a force that’s already dam-
aged.”

He regards Putin’s and other Russian 
officials’ public actions and statements 
about nuclear-capable weapons like the 
Sarmat ICBM (intercontinental ballistic 
missile) as a sign of desperation to project 
power when conventional forces have fal-
tered.

“Putin now has routinely rattled the 
nuclear saber, and he continues to do so, 
frankly, because I think he knows that ... he 
has reduced his conventional advantage 
that he actually had prior to the 24th of 
February, and so this is his assurance,” Mr. 
Scaparrotti said. “And I think we should 
expect that, but we shouldn’t blink.”

He said he thinks that, while the West 
was “probably slower” than it should have 
been at supplying Ukraine with weapons 
and other military aid at the start of the 
invasion, “we very quickly changed and 
picked up momentum.”

‘A brave people’

He welcomed debates about whether to 
provide “offensive or defensive support” 
and which kinds of systems. “In a military 
mind, there’s not much difference between 
an offensive and defensive weapon system,” 
he said.

“Russia is really not in a position to chal-
lenge the West and expand this war, so we 
should lean forward and give the 
Ukrainians what they need now, with the 
intent that they can be successful and place 
themselves in a position of strength from 
which to negotiate,” Mr. Scaparrotti said.

“And we can do that if we continue to 
provide them that equipment and provide 
them the training they need for newer 
equipment as well, which is another part of 
this conversation,” he said. “They’re brave – 
a brave people – and we need to provide 
them all the support they need.”

He said the Ukraine war is among the les-
sons demonstrating “that we have to look at 
the transatlantic as a whole” and that each 
country needs to understand “this is a con-
nected world today – even a fight that 
Russia intends to be limited to Ukraine.”

“They’ve said it’s a ‘special operation,’ 
not a war, yet we all see that we’re affected, 
that it’s connected globally, that it impacts 

(Continued on page 14)

Russian Gen. Aleksandr Dvorniko
RFE/RL’s Georgian Service
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United Nations Secretary General Antonio Guterres visited the Kyiv suburbs of 
Bucha and Borodyanka on April 28. He stood and looked down at the site of a mass 
grave in Bucha. In Borodyanka, he called on the Russians to cooperate with the 
investigation being conducted by the International Criminal Court.

Earlier in the week he met Russian President Vladimir Putin in Moscow. Ukraine 
was deeply disappointed that Mr. Guterres met with Putin before coming to Ukraine.  
They knew that if the U.N. chief came to Ukraine first, he would carry with him the 
emotional toll of seeing for himself the evidence of the atrocities committed by 
Putin’s army in Ukraine.

“I must say what I feel,” Mr. Guterres said as he stood in Borodyanka, surrounded 
by a large security detail and members of the international press. “I imagine my fam-
ily in one of those houses that is now destroyed and black. I see my granddaughters 
running away in panic, part of [my] family eventually killed,” he said.

In Irpin, Mr. Guterres visited a destroyed residential complex, where he said the 
“horrific scenario demonstrates something that is unfortunately always true: civil-
ians always pay the highest price” in war.

On the very same day that he visited the Kyiv suburbs, five Russian missiles 
struck the capital, according to the Ukrainian president. The strikes drew quick con-
demnation from the Ukrainian government. “By this heinous act of barbarism, 
Russia demonstrates once again its attitude toward Ukraine, Europe and the world,” 
Foreign Affairs Minister Dmytro Kuleba said.

Meanwhile, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy’s senior advisor, Mykhaylo 
Podolyak, drew the contrast between the meetings Mr. Guterres had with Putin and 
his visit to Ukraine.

“The day before he was sitting at a long table in the Kremlin, and today explosions 
are above his head,” Mr. Podolyak said.

Speaking to U.N. News after the secretary general returned to Kyiv, U.N. 
Spokesperson in Ukraine, Kris Janowski, said that it had been “a sad and shocking 
experience to visit these places. They are very damaged, and the people traumatized 
by what has happened to them. The secretary general was visibly affected – person-
ally affected – by it. He saw his own family hypothetically in this same situation. It’s a 
terrifying thought for us all.”

We can only hope and pray that Mr. Guterres’ visit to Ukraine will finally stoke the 
United Nations – a body created in the aftermath of World War II to prevent and stop 
war – to prove that it can actually live up to its mission.  If it cannot, it certainly faces 
the same fate that befell the League of Nations.  But more importantly, if it cannot 
put an end to Putin’s unprovoked and unjust war on Ukraine, it begs the question of 
whether the Western world really has the will to stop the Russian tyrant.

“There is no way a war can be acceptable in the 21st Century.  Look at that,” Mr. 
Guterres said as he turned and looked back at the swath of civilian buildings pur-
posefully shelled by the Russian military in Borodyanka.  It cannot be acceptable.  
Now what will the United Nations do to ensure more innocent civilians are not 
butchered, tortured and murdered in Ukraine?

The Ukrainian Weekly

Seventy years ago, on May 4, 1952, at the American Friends of 
the Anti-Bolshevist Block of Nations rally held at the Manhattan 
Center in New York, I. M. Bilinsky addressed the more than 2,000 
participants who gathered to call for the Soviet Union to be 
expelled from the United Nations in response to the threat of 
Russian imperialism.

“Until recent years, only the peoples enslaved by Moscow have been speaking of 
Russian imperialism,” Mr. Bilinsky said. “Today, every American statesman and every 
American newspaper is speaking of it. Russian imperialism is menacing the interests of 
the American people, even more seriously, more totally and more directly than did the 
Nazi imperialism. The Russian imperialism is even a worse enemy of civilization, freedom 
and the way of life which the American people regard as their fundamental principles. … 
The fate of the peoples in the Russian yoke is an evident example of what the free nations, 
including America, may expect in the event of a Russian victory,” he added.

Mr. Bilinsky recounted the Holodomor of 1932-1933, the Famine-Genocide of Ukraine 
that killed millions of men, women, elderly and young, as well as the scores of thousands 
of Ukrainian political prisoners in Vinnytsia during the Stalinist terror of 1937-1938, as 
“the illustrations of Russian Bolshevik methods of terror, which the Russians are employ-
ing, to an extent desired by them, in every country that falls under their domination.”

Other examples cited by Mr. Bilinsky included the Soviet massacre of thousands of 
Polish military officers at the Katyn Forest in Poland, as well as the Russian Communist 
political agents who were slaying American wounded prisoners of war.

“There are still in America men, even some political leaders, who believe that the 
Russian Communist menace could be avoided through appeasement,” warned Mr. 
Bilinsky. “We, as champions of the peoples subjugated by Russia, deem it our duty to warn 
all American people against impeding danger concealed in such political tactics.” The poli-
cy of appeasement, he added, had led to the Soviet occupation of the Baltic States, Central 
and Southeastern Europe, as well as China, North Korea, and threatened to spread to terri-
tories of Asia.

Mr. Bilinsky called for the annihilation of the foundations of the Russian Empire and 
support for armed insurgent groups, like the Ukrainian Insurgent Army (UPA), in the lib-
eration struggle from Soviet oppression.

 “They continue their uneven struggle, not only in self-defense, but also in defense of 

May
4

1952

Turning the pages back...

by Mykola Blyzniak

Russia’s full-scale war on Ukraine is an 
act of deliberate aggression by the Russian 
Federation to destroy the Ukrainian peo-
ple. Russia seeks to erase the Ukrainian 
state and destroy Ukrainian history. For 
many centuries, Ukrainians have tried to 
fight Russian aggression for the right to 
have their own state, their own language 
and their own traditions. In particular, 
Russia’s effort to eradicate Ukrainian iden-
tity dates back to the times of the 
Ukrainian Cossacks, which was an army of 
free men that existed in Ukraine. 
Ukrainian Cossacks have on numerous 
occasions throughout history shown the 
courage to stand up to the Russian mili-
tary.

Heroic military campaigns of the 
Cossacks of the first quarter of the 17th 
Century were led by Hetman Petro 
Konashevych Sahaidachny (1582-1622), 
the Cossack leader who created a well-
prepared and disciplined army. Hetman 
Sahaidachnyi had great power over what 
was then a broad coalition of various 
Cossack groups. He a military leader and 
played an essential role in developing con-
temporary martial arts. He organized suc-
cessful campaigns against the Crimean 
Khanate, the Ottoman Empire and the 
Moscow Empire. He came from Orthodox 
nobles and was educated at what is now 
the National University of Ostroh Academy 
in Rivne Oblast, Ukraine. 

At the turn of the 16th and 17th centu-
ries, Russian statehood experienced a 
political, economic and dynastic crisis. At 
the same time, Moscow was increasingly 
claiming the lands of the once majestic 
Kyivan Rus’. Ukrainian Cossacks fought 
against their baseless plans of conquest.

In 1617, the war between the Polish-
Lithuanian Commonwealth and Moscovia 
(the original Russian state) began. The 
detachments of the Grand Hetman of 
Lithuania Jan Chodkiewicz joined the fight. 
The Polish government clearly understood 
the military power of the Cossacks, so they 
addressed their leader, Sahaidachny, for 
military assistance. After negotiations, the 
hetman began preparing 20,000 Cossacks 
to march to Moscow, approaching it from 
the east.

Ukrainian regiments began to advance 

into Moscovia in the second half of June 
1618. The Muscovites were forced to wage 
war on two fronts, as Polish soldiers 
moved from the west, through Smolensk 
and Viazma. The hetman’s strong intelli-
gence operations provided the Cossacks 
with detailed information about the state 
of Moscovia’s army. 

On June 29, 1618, Cossack troops cap-
tured the Russian town of Livny, burning 
the city and destroying the military post 
there. They later captured Yelets. 
Meanwhile, the soldiers of Polish King 
Vladislav IV were near Viazma. On July 2, 
1618, they left the camp and surrounded 
the Russian city of Mozhaisk. The king’s 
army at this point included 25,000 sol-
diers. Still, it did not show much activity 
and remained near Mozhaisk until August 
1618.

One of Sahaidachnyi’s detachments, led 
by Mykhailo Doroshenko, separated from 
the main forces to capture the towns of 
Lebedyn, Skopyn, Dankov, Riazhsk before 
reaching Pereiaslav.

Later, the hetman’s regiments marched 
towards Shatsk. Along the way, the main 
Cossack forces were tasked with capturing 
the town of Mykhailiv. The settlement was 
besieged; the fight lasted about 10 days. 

Tsar Mikhail Romanov sent an army led 
by Prince Dmitry Pozharskii to the town of 
Serpukhov to fight Sahaidachny’s forces. 
The prince’s soldiers fled during their first 
battle with the Cossacks. Prince Grigoriy 
Volkonsky was appointed to replace 
Pozharskii. He was ordered to camp in 
Kolomna and prevent the hetman from 
crossing the Oka River. Sahaidachny out-
witted the Muscovites, bypassed the city 
and crossed the Oka to the north. On 
September 17, 1618, he was already in 
Bronnytsi. Later, the Cossack army 
reached the Don Monastery near Moscow. 

An army led by the boyar Vasilii 
Buturlin came from Moscow. Their efforts 
were in vain, and the hetman quickly 
defeated the tsarist troops. What 
remained of those troops fled to Moscow. 
Ukrainian troops moved to Tushyno, 
where, on September 20, 1618, they 
joined forces with King Vladislav IV’s 
army. The Polish-Lithuanian command 
developed a plan to storm Moscow, which 

The lessons of Hetman Sahaidachny’s 
1617-1618 war with Moscow

(Continued on page 15)

The U.N. comes to Kyiv

 COMMENTARY

Dear Editor:
I strongly urge our Ukrainian commu-

nity not to refer to the current situation 
in Ukraine as the Ukraine Russia war, the 
conflict in Ukraine or the hostilities in 
Ukraine, among other similar phrases, 
since doing so whitewashes the entire 
situation, exonerates the evil and equates 
good with evil. More appropriate phrases 

would include Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine, Russia’s unprovoked war on 
Ukraine, Ukraine defends itself against 
Russian aggression, Ukrainians defend 
their homeland from imperial Russia, 
among other similar phrases. Words do 
matter.

Ihor Strutynsky 
New York

In Russia’s war on Ukraine, words do matter
 LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Opinions expressed by columnists, commentators and letter-writers are their 
own and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of either The Ukrainian Weekly 
editorial staff or its publisher, the Ukrainian National Association.

Similarly, paid advertisements do not reflect the opinions of either The Weekly 
or its publisher.

OpiniOns

(Continued on page 12)
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Since Russia’s full-fledged war on 
Ukraine began on February 24, we have 
seen a transformation of the geo-political 
and security landscape the impact of which 
will be felt for many years to come.

We have seen the best of human nature 
– the good and the decent and the noble – 
and we have also seen the darkest expres-
sions of man’s inhumanity to man.

We have seen the incredible unity and 
bravery and resilience and dignity of the 
Ukrainian people, led by an inspirational 
president.

We have seen exemplary grit, determi-
nation, fighting skills and creativity of the 
Ukrainian military. The Ukrainian armed 
forces have exceeded all expectations, 
thwarting what many experts predicted 
would be the swift decapitation of the 
Ukrainian government and the takeover of 
Kyiv.

We have seen stunning underperfor-
mance by the supposedly mighty Russian 
military. Russia clearly overestimated its 
own capabilities and grossly underestimat-
ed Ukrainian ones. Russian President 
Vladimir Putin seriously miscalculated the 
level of resistance, including from civilians, 
manifesting yet again his profound igno-
rance of Ukraine and the Ukrainian people.

The Russian military thus far has dis-
played a weakness and incompetence that 
few would have predicted. There are many 
reasons for this reality, among them cor-
ruption (While I have been a long-time crit-
ic of corruption, this is one of those rare 
times where I welcome it).

We have seen the world come to under-
stand the reality of Ukraine and her aspira-
tions for freedom and independence as 
never before. Ukraine has never had so 
many friends, and Ukraine has never expe-
rienced such favorable media coverage.

We have witnessed an incredible out-
pouring of support from the free world – 
from governments as well as ordinary peo-
ple. Deeply moving has been the enormous 
sympathy, solidarity and generosity of the 
American people – from elites and every-
day folk. That support has been displayed 
in countless ways, as has been the care and 
support from decent people around the 
world, particularly in Europe. Poland espe-
cially stands out for its generous welcome 
of massive numbers of Ukrainian refugees.

We have seen the tireless efforts from 
many organizations and individuals in the 
diaspora to help Ukraine. The work of sev-
eral newer Ukrainian American organiza-
tions has been nothing short of remarkable.

We have seen the administration of U.S. 
President Joe Biden rally our allies and 
partners to an extent that has surprised 
many. That coalition has imposed excep-
tionally severe sanctions on Russia and 
provided unprecedented amounts of assis-
tance to Ukraine.

We have seen the traditionally strong 
bipartisan support for Ukraine in Congress 
intensify. The debate has not been whether 
to support Ukraine – that has been a given. 
The debate has revolved around how to 
make that support most effective.

Since the war began, America has pro-
vided Ukraine with more military, security, 

economic and humanitarian assistance 
than any other country, including all of the 
European Union countries combined. The 
U.S. has committed to $3.7 billion in securi-
ty assistance alone since the start of the 
war. With each passing week, we have seen 
the Biden administration become more 
fully committed to do what it takes to sup-
port Ukraine, especially militarily. And we 
need to ramp up our assistance, including 
by providing and ensuring the speedy flow 
of more and better weapons of all kinds, 
and further ratcheting up sanctions, as 
many of us have been advocating. We also 
need to keep pushing some of our 
European allies to do more.

But along with the good and the encour-
aging and the positive and the noble, we 
have also seen unspeakable cruelty, barba-
rism and evil.

This evil is rooted in a hateful and twist-
ed Russian chauvinistic ideology that has 
existed in various forms for centuries. It is 
an ideology that includes the deeply flawed 
notion that Ukraine was and is not a real 
nation. The arrogant and insecure Putin 
has championed and taken this distorted 
view to new extremes, leading to the kind 
of savagery not seen in Europe in many 
decades.

Russia’s denigration and disparagement 
of Ukraine is nothing new. Russians doing 
terrible things to Ukrainians is nothing 
new. For more than 300 years, the 
Ukrainians who have had the misfortune of 
living under Russia’s domination have had 
their rights and freedoms – individual as 
well as national – denied. Indeed, the sup-
pression of individual human rights and of 
Ukraine’s identity and nationhood have 
gone hand in hand. Throughout the centu-
ries, Moscow has carried out a campaign to 
Russify Ukraine – in a sense, to “wipe out 
the idea of even being able to be Ukrainian” 
– as Mr. Biden said succinctly when he 
recently called what was happening in 
Ukraine a genocide.

Under imperial Russia, there were no 
individual freedoms. Ukraine, like others in 
the “prison house of nations,” was thor-
oughly subjugated. Ukraine and Ukrainian 
identity – its culture and literature – were 
stifled and suppressed. A secret imperial 
decree in 1863, the Valuyev Circular, assert-
ed that the Ukrainian language “never 
existed, does not exist and shall not exist.” 
The notorious Ems Ukaz of 1876 banned 
the use of Ukrainian in print.

Under Soviet rule – and let’s face it, 
despite the claims of internationalism, the 
Soviet Union was just another especially 
evil manifestation of the Russian empire – 
millions lost their lives in the genocidal 
Holodomor of 1932-1933. Many lives were 
lost during Stalinist purges that included 
the execution of much of Ukraine’s intelli-
gentsia. Millions more were imprisoned or 
exiled to Siberia. Churches linked with 
Ukrainian identity, such as the Ukrainian 
Greek Catholic and Autocephalous 
Orthodox churches, were brutally sup-
pressed and banned. They experienced 
similar fates in imperial Russia.

In the post-Stalin era, individual dissi-
dents, including many Ukrainian Helsinki 
Monitors, were sent to the Gulag. For what? 
For peacefully calling upon the Soviet gov-

Good and evil in a time of war

Orest Deychakiwsky may be reached at 
orestdeychak@gmail.com. (Continued on page 17)

I will be 75 in September: that is already 
a generous life span with 1,000 adventures 
and countless interesting experiences, 
nearly all of them happy; a few not so 
much. And now this.

I came into the world in 1947. The war 
in most of Europe had ended two years ear-
lier, with tens of millions of deaths and mil-
lions of refugees fleeing Stalin. Temporarily 
sheltered in Germany and Austria in United 
Nations Relief and Rehabilitation 
Administration “displaced persons” camps, 
they were looking for a new life of freedom. 
Over the course of the next five years, more 
than a dozen countries welcomed them, 
including Argentina, Brazil, Australia, 
Canada, America, etc.

In Ukraine, however, the war went on. 
Against overwhelming odds, the Ukrainian 
Insurgent Army (UPA), organized in 1942 
to oppose the Nazis, was still fighting to lib-
erate their country from Soviet rule. The 
vast majority of the western Ukrainian 
population supported the effort. The armed 
conflict, which lasted into the early 1950s, 
was eventually crushed with typical 
Russian brutality – mass arrests, torture, 
murder and wholesale deportations. 
Simmering opposition in Ukraine contin-
ued for generations.

Growing up in Cleveland, I was organi-
cally pulled into the campaign that engaged 
hundreds of millions of people world-wide 
– refugees from a dozen different nations, 
their sons and daughters, grandchildren of 
earlier immigration waves and allied com-
munities which understood what was at 
stake in the Cold War – to defeat the Soviet 
Empire, which U.S. President Ronald 
Reagan labeled “evil.” Indeed, it was.

Now here I am in my latter years, with 
war again raging in Ukraine. I write this not 
knowing the outcome. Events are changing 
by the day, by the hour, with no end in sight. 
So let me relate for history a few moments 
I’ve observed.

At the Ukrainian Museum-Archives 
(UMA) where I’m director, we’ve been field-
ing non-stop calls from media: CNN, The 
New York Times, USA Today, the 
(Cleveland) Plain Dealer, PBS, local televi-
sion and radio stations and many others. 
They request information and interviews. 
We hear from public officials, among them 
U.S. Reps. Tim Ryan (D-Ohio) and Marcy 
Kaptur (D-Ohio) and U.S. Sen. Rob Portman 
(R-Ohio). Indeed, U.S. Sen. Sherrod Brown 
(D-Ohio) met with community leaders at 
the UMA. Joining him was the president of 
the U.S. Export-Import Bank, Reta Jo Lewis, 
who discussed how the bank can help 
Ukraine on both macro and micro levels, 
not with words, but with tangible assets 
both now and during the post-war recon-
struction period.

There’s been an outpouring of support 
from the general public, with visitors to the 
UMA gift shop buying t-shirts, flags, tradi-
tional Ukrainian Easter eggs (pysanky) and 
requesting guidance on financial donations 
to support Ukraine. Many, many of these 
individuals are not Ukrainian Americans, 
though the Ukrainian community has 
stepped up in a major way. The United 
Ukrainian Organizations of Ohio (UZO) is 

raising money for its Fund to Aid Ukraine; 
the Cleveland Maidan Association has been 
collecting and shipping tons of humanitari-
an aid to Ukraine; the Ohio chapter of the 
Ukrainian Medical Association of North 
America has been working with MedWish 
to send dozens of pallets of equipment and 
supplies to Ukraine. Volunteers with youth 
groups, area churches, cultural organiza-
tions and with other organizations have 
been organizing events to raise funds for 
Ukraine. I’m hearing from college class-
mates from 55 years ago, from colleagues I 
worked with in Washington 40 years ago, 
from friends in Cleveland now who are all 
offering to help. There was a magnificent 
fund-raising concert at the Cleveland 
Museum of Art. The Chagrin Falls 
Documentary Film Festival held a special 
event to aid Ukraine. More events are cur-
rently scheduled.

What really struck me was when I came 
to the UMA and saw blue and yellow flow-
ers someone had left overnight at the base 
of our granite sign. Visible Voices, a neigh-
borhood bookshop, posted that 10 percent 
of their sales would be donated to the UMA. 
Several restaurants and a brew pub also 
pledged their support.  In the suburb 
where my wife and I live, neighbors are dis-
playing the Ukrainian flag and lighting their 
homes in yellow and blue. Skyscrapers in 
Cleveland and the Cleveland Orchestra’s 
Severance Hall did the same. Ohio Gov. 
Mike DeWine ordered bridges throughout 
the state to be lighted in Ukraine’s national 
colors and convened a “Summit on 
Ukrainian Refugees.” My alma mater, Notre 
Dame, is lighting its iconic “Touchdown 
Jesus” mosaic in Ukraine’s colors and 
reaching out to the Ukrainian Catholic 
University in Lviv.

This outpouring of support for Ukraine 
has been replicated globally and I believe 
will prove decisive, even as the battle is 
obviously being fought in Ukraine itself 
with heroic national resolve and military 
prowess supplied with weapons from the 
U.S. and our allies. Following national mobi-
lizations during independence in 1991, the 
Orange Revolution in 2004-2005 and the 
Revolution of Dignity in 2013-2014, 
Ukrainians are once again laying their lives 
on the line for freedom, independence, civil 
society and European-style prosperity. And 
for Europe itself.

For Europe and not Russia? This is not 
new. There’s a statue just outside of Paris at 
the Basilica of Saint-Denis to Queen Anna 
(1030-1075), specifically “Anna of Kyiv, 
daughter of Rus Kniazh (Grand Prince) 
Yaroslav the Wise.” Anna, who was literate, 
brought her personal bible from Ukraine, 
which was used to coronate French Kings 
for over 300 years. I bet I know that she, as 
Queen of France, would today support 
Kyiv’s orientation to Europe. How do I 
know that across 1,000 years? Well, I don’t, 
but I do know that Russia did not exist 
1,000 years ago; that Moscow was a forest, 
while Rus was a force for civilization. 
Ukraine still is, despite being blighted by 
wars over the centuries: “The Ruin” in the 
17th Century, World War I, World War II, 
terror and various invasions.  As for Russia, 
it has been cursed with diabolical leaders – 
Ivan the Terrible, Nicholas I, Lenin, Stalin, 

War in and on Ukraine! Again

Andrew Fedynsky’s e-mail address is  
afedynsky@gmail.com.

  by Andrew Fedynsky

(Continued on page 17)
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Hudson Valley, N.Y., women to hold benefit screening of ‘National Museum’ for Ukrainian refugees
by Christina Kotlar

ROSLENDALE, N.Y. – The Woodstock 
Film Festival will return to the Rosendale 
Theatre in Roslendale, N.Y., on May 5 for a 
special fundraiser and screening of the 
2021 documentary “National Museum,” 
directed by award-winning Ukrainian film-
maker Andrei Zagdansky.

Released in August of 2021, Mr. 
Zagdansky’s documentary explores the art 
and inner workings of one particular art 
institution in Kyiv. Restoration specialists, 
curators, art handlers, designers and, of 
course, visitors are fascinating characters 
in this unhurried, poignant and occasional-
ly funny survey of what is cherished and 
revered by Ukraine, a pre-war nation of 
some 44 million people.

Curating, mounting and the opening of 
two special exhibitions – one dedicated to 
the Ukrainian baroque and another one to 
a prominent avant-garde artist, Alexander 
Bogomazov –are the defining events in the 
narrative structure of the film. 

Mr. Zagdansky, a member of the 
European Film Academy, was born in Kyiv. 
He received a master’s of fine arts with dis-
tinction from Kyiv State University of 
Theatrical Arts. 

Meira Blaustein, the co-founder and 
executive director of the Woodstock Film 
Festival, noted her own special connection 
to Ukraine.

“My mother was born and grew up in 
Chernivtsi in Ukraine, and that is where she 
met my father and lived with him before 
they made the perilous journey to Israel. 
My parents must be turning in their graves 
now over the imminent danger to their 
home land,” Ms. Blaustein said.

The genesis for the special fundraiser 
and documentary film screening came 
because two very close and longtime 
friends from Hudson Valley, N.Y., wanted to 
step up and do something to help Ukraine, 
which has fought a brutal and unjust war 
launched by Russia on February 24.

One of those individuals was Chris 
Cavanagh, a Peace Corps volunteer who 
lived in Lviv in 2003-2005. During her time 
in Ukraine, Ms. Cavanaugh became deeply 
involved with the culture and people there. 
She has maintained friendships and con-
nections that have continued even after she 
left Lviv.

Ms. Cavanaugh was among a group of 
Ukrainian Peace Corps alumni who recon-

nected with one another after Russia 
launched its full-scale war on Ukraine on 
February 24.

A group soon gathered on Facebook and 
created Returned Peace Corps Volunteers, a 
group of individuals who had served in the 
Peace Corps in Ukraine.

The private group now has 1,348 mem-
bers, though membership is restricted to 
former Peace Corps alumni who served in 
Ukraine. 

That group of more than 1,300 people 
who served all over Ukraine have some-
times small but more often vast intercon-
nections and networks of ex-colleagues and 
friends who are working to help Ukraine.

 “It’s an amazing group effort on every-
thing,” Ms. Cavanaugh said. “From the 
needs on the ground, … someone posting 
that a friend of mine in Mykolaiv and her 
elderly mother needed a ride out for evacu-
ation, people stating a need and others 
jumping into solving it. There are hundreds, 
perhaps thousands of those types of sto-
ries. There’s an active approach to making 
things possible, from fundraising to finding 
specialized supplies to writing to officials.”

Ms. Cavanaugh also said the Facebook 
group is a place where member can share 
“our collective outrage and sadness.” 

Ms. Cavanaugh works for the Omega 
Institute, a non-profit educational retreat 
center located in Rhinebeck, N.Y.

The institute’s stated mission is to “pro-
vide hope and healing for individuals and 
society through innovative educational 
experiences that awaken the best in the 
human spirit.”

She recently gave a short presentation 
during one of their leadership meetings at 
the institute after being asked to tell her 
colleagues a bit about the war. She chose to 
highlight a few of the people she knows.

It was this inspiration that led her to 
started another Facebook page called 
Hudson Valley Help for Ukraine.

“I think I have 20 followers,” Ms. 
Cavanaugh recalled thinking not long after 
she created the group. “Internet stardom 
here I come!” 

Then, in March, Ms. Cavanaugh, who 
lives in Kingston, N.Y., worked with staffers 
at New York State Sen. Michelle Hinchey’s 
office to set up a donation drive to benefit 
Ukraine.

“We worked in partnership with the 
CYM [Ukrainian Youth Association] group 
at the Holy Trinity Ukrainian Catholic 

Church in Kerhonkson, NY. More than 800 
items were donated,” she said.

Driven by her own initiative and tapping 
into her contacts, she set up an Amazon 
registry where she could accept hundreds 
of additional items that were donated for 
Ukraine.  She then takes those items to the 
church.

 That same drive to help Ukraine is what 
pushed Ms. Blaustein, Ms. Cavanaugh’s 
long-time Hudsun Valley friend, to post a 
message on Facebook calling for “direct 
humanitarian aid to nearly 2,000 orphaned 
and displaced children in the Odesa region 
of Ukraine, with the goal of relieving the 
pain and suffering of these needy and 
deserving children.”

When the opportunity came up to show 
a film screening in support of Ukraine, Ms. 
Blaustein jumped on it.

“I’ve been wanting to do a fundraiser for 
Ukraine, so when Signe Baumane reached 
out, I jumped on it, especially since this film 
is so wonderful and the filmmaker is so 
great.” 

Ms. Baumane is a renowned Latvian 
filmmaker and animator who was born in 
Latvia, educated in Moscow and now lives 
in Brooklyn, N.Y. She is a film director and 
has made 16 animated shorts and two fea-
ture films.

She will moderate the May 5 fundraiser 
and film screening, and an animated short 
of hers will preceding the screening of 

“National Museum.”
Proceeds from the fundraiser will bene-

fit Ukrainian refugees through the charity 
Cash For Refugees. The charity, founded by 
refugees, for refugees, gives cash directly to 
people displaced by the war in Ukraine. It 
focuses on the most vulnerable victims: 
women with children, the elderly and the 
disabled.

The Woodstock Film Festival is a not-for-
profit 501 (c) (3) organization that nur-
tures and supports emerging and estab-
lished filmmakers, sharing their creative 
voices through an annual festival and year-
round programming to promote culture, 
diversity, community, educational opportu-
nities and economic growth. The festival 
has been hailed as one of the top regional 
film festivals worldwide.

Readers can purchase tickets for the film 
screening at https://bit.ly/3rG2zuG.  Proof 
of vaccination is required for entry. Doors 
open at 6:15 p.m., and the film screening 
begins at 7 p.m. A question-and-answer 
session will follow at 8:30 p.m. The 
Rosendale Theatre is a nonprofit organiza-
tion that plays independent movies, art 
films. It also hosts live productions and con-
cert performances.

Christina Kotlar is a writer, podcast pro-
ducer and host of Film Festival reViews at 
filmfestivalreviews.com. She writes a blog at 
theunexpectedpresent.com.

Chechen leader is not known to subscribe to 
the oft-quoted maxim “keep your friends 
close and your enemies closer”; but Mr. 
Alaudinov, a police major general, made an 
exception by appointing him his personal 
security advisor (Grozny-inform.ru, March 
23, 2021). When Russia re-invaded Ukraine 
on February 24, Mr. Kadyrov may have felt it 
expedient to send Mr. Alaudinov into the 
conflict zone to let him prove his loyalty. 
Now, the disgraced former police official 
inundates his boss with daily dispatches 
from the front lines boasting of captured 
Ukrainian soldiers and “liberated” villages 
(T.me/RKadyrov_95, April 20, 21).

Both barrier squads and penal troops 
within the Red Army (known in Russian as 
“shtrafbats” or “shtrafniki”) owed their 
emergence to Joseph Stalin’s infamous 
1942 order No. 227, which decreed the cre-
ation of special units to punish soldiers and 
commanders “who have violated discipline 
due to cowardice or instability.” Former 

criminals, deserters or purged former mili-
tary personnel were similarly given a 
chance “to redeem their crimes against the 
Motherland by blood.” Mr. Kadyrov’s shtraf-
niki, however, appear to be primarily indi-
viduals who might potentially pose a secu-
rity risk, rather than miscreants or soldiers 
who flinched in the line of duty.

Among those recently dispatched to 
Ukraine was, for instance, Rustam (Ruslan) 
Chakhkiev (YouTube, April 8), who at a 
young age participated in the Chechen wars 
and was sentenced in 2002 to 24 years in 
prison for his alleged involvement in the 
bombing of a Vladikavkaz market (see 
EDM, September 16, 2010). It is not clear 
when Mr. Chakhkiev was released and why 
he did not serve the whole term, despite 
the severity of the offense attributed to 
him. But the fact that a former rebel was 
sent to fight in Russia’s war may well reveal 
the start of a trend.

Even more telling is the plight of Ramzan 
Khalitov, who was dispatched to Ukraine to 
command a 100-man unit of irregulars, 
although there is no record of him having 
any military training or experience 

(YouTube, April 9). Last September, Mr. 
Khalitov together with his siblings and 
75-year-old father were detained by 
Chechen police in what looks like an 
attempt by Grozny to exert pressure on Mr. 
Ramzan’s younger brother, Hasan Khalitov, 
an anti-Kadyrov blogger and activist who 
lives in exile in Turkey (Kavkaz Realii, 
September 7, 2021). Hasan Khalitov has 
long been a thorn in the side of the Chechen 
authorities with his outspoken criticism of 
their abuses, alleged ties to organized 
crime and involvement in targeted assassi-
nations abroad. The authorities have 
repeatedly sought to silence the blogger 
without much effect. The Khalitovs even 
became the target of a family blood feud 
(see EDM, November 9, 2021). Ramzan 
Khalitov has had to publicly denounce his 
brother on multiple occasions. His most 
recent video, in which he challenges 
Turkish- and European-based Chechens 
(never once mentioning his brother by 
name) to meet him for a showdown in 
Ukraine, was posted by Mr. Kadyrov’s top 
propagandist, Chingiz Akhmadov (T.me/
Noh_Che, April 22).

The Chechen leadership’s embrace of the 
anti-Ukraine banner (just like its pretense of 
safeguarding the rights of eastern 
Ukrainians from “Nazis” and “Banderites”) 
is blatantly insincere, being little more than 
an opportunistic way to exalt Mr. Kadyrov as 
Russia’s ultimate patriot while simultane-
ously ridding Chechnya of undesirable ele-
ments. The latter is demonstrated by how 
selectively self-interested Mr. Kadyrov’s 
approach is to forming “volunteer” battal-
ions. More importantly, however, practices 
first tried and tested in Chechnya are fre-
quently adopted elsewhere in Russia (The 
Guardian, December 1, 2010; YouTube, 
September 15, 2016; Rand.org, March 30). If 
the conflict in Ukraine drags on, the Russian 
defense ministry may well seek to address 
its apparent military mobilization problems 
(Critical Threats, March 23) by forming its 
own modernized and sanitized version of 
shtrafbats to send to the war zone.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)

No retreat...

Chris Cavanagh (right), a Peace Corps volunteer, lived in Lviv in 2003-2005.
Courtesy of Chris Cavanaugh
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The Taras Shevchenko School of Ukrainian Studies of Greater Washington
in cooperation with 

The Washington Group

requests the pleasure of your company at the

Washington DC Debutante Ball 
and Benefit for Ukraine

Kira Oleksiyivna
Breslawec

Melania Christina 
Derzko Dmytrijuk

Kalyna Rose 
Lloyd

Oriana Maria Tetiana 
Piazza

Presenting our 2022 Debutantes Saturday, May 21, 2022

Omni Shoreham Hotel
2500 Calvert Street, NW, 
Washington, DC 20008

Musical entertainment by HRIM

 All proceeds from our event 
will be donated to 

United Help Ukraine 

For tickets and more information visit:

www.DCUkrainianDeb.com
or email: zabavadc@gmail.com

Tickets are $75 per person.
To purchase, call the Soyuzivka offi  ce, 
845-626-5641. 
(Reservations for an overnight stay may 
also be made by calling Soyuzivka.)

The Ukrainian National Association, Inc.
hereby invites you to the

on Saturday, May 14, 2022,
at Soyuzivka Heritage Center 

in Kerhonkson, N.Y.

Banquet program includes keynote addresses by:

• Marta Farion, J.D., Ukrainian American
   community organizer and leader, and president 
   of the Kyiv Mohyla Foundation of America;
• Representative of Ukraine’s Diplomatic Corps 
   in the U.S.A.

Also on the program: 
Installation of the UNA’s newly elected leadership.

40th UNA CONVENTION 
BANQUET

Cocktail hour at 6:30 pm
Dinner at 7:30 pm
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was fortified by about 11,000 soldiers. They didn’t man-
age to capture the royal capital. Meanwhile, Zaporozhian 
Cossack units began to ravage Russian lands. 

Negotiations to end the conflict began, during which 
time the hetman and his troops retreated to Kolomna, 
which he had captured before.

A significant threat of further military action by 
Sahaidachny forced the Russian government to agree to 
Polish terms and sign a truce on December 11, 1618, in 
the village of Deulino. Moscow also conceded the 
Smolensk and Chernihiv-Siverskyi lands. Thus, the Polish-
Russian war of 1617-1618 testified to the high level of 
military art of the Ukrainian Cossacks. 

In the Cossack army of the hetman, firearms (muskets 
and cannons) became very important. The peculiarities of 
the battles demanded from the Cossacks high skill in 
musket and artillery fire. The firing range of the Cossack 
musket reached 230 meters. The Cossacks used different 
rifles: a carbine (lightweight musket), a bandollet (short-
ened musket) and a hunting rifle. And pistols appeared.

The tactics of the Cossack army were based on battle 
determination and sudden attacks. The Cossacks sought 
to clash in hand-to-hand combat. Moreover, they skillfully 
combined traditional folk forms of warfare with contem-
porary European martial arts. The hetman’s military tal-
ent and Ukrainian weapons proved to be the backbone of 
the strength of the Cossack force. Moscow was one step 
closer to being burned. Together with the Polish-
Lithuanian troops, the Cossack army was able to influence 
the further deployment of forces in Europe. Thus, the het-
man’s military policy aimed to protect the Ukrainian eth-
nic lands from aggression, including from the Russian 
Empire, which was on the verge of destruction. 

In conclusion, when thinking about Russia’s current 
full-scale war on Ukraine, it would be wise to consider the 
historical parallels described above. Moscow’s modern 
dictator should not forget these historical lessons, and he 
should especially not falsify that history. He would be 
wise to categorically abandon his war on Ukraine. That 
Moscow did not burn during the first quarter of the 17th 
century and that it was not destroyed does not mean it 
won’t happen today. Our European partners have demon-
strated their desire for peace and an ability to sacrifice to 
help us defend our land. But more importantly, Hetman 
Sahaidachny’s descendants have proven they will defend 
Ukraine at all costs.

Mykola Blyzniak is an associate professor in the history 
department of the National University of Ostroh Academy 
in Rivne Oblast, Ukraine.

(Continued from page 6)

The lessons...

Putin’s seemingly sensible order, perhaps reflecting doubts 
in the Kremlin about the propaganda-induced resolve to 
score a victory at any price (Nezavisimaya Gazeta, April 
21). Nonetheless, the Russian forces apparently made 
another attempt at storming the imposing plant complex 
on April 23, with shelling and ground assaults continuing 
into April 25 (Ukrinform, April 25).

The futility of negotiations is determined not by the 
complexity of the issues related to security guarantees, but 
by the firm Ukrainian demand that all Russian troops with-
draw to the positions held prior to February 24, when the 
present war started on Putin’s order (Meduza, April 22). 
This plain proposition denies Russia any territorial gains, 
including the defiant Mariupol, and erases the land corridor 
to Crimea, which Moscow is trying to consolidate by install-
ing local puppet governments in the partly occupied 
Kherson region (Grani.ru, April 21). Putin never officially 
announced the intention to build such a corridor, but the 
plan was recently spelled out by Gen. Rustam Minnekayev, 
the acting commander of the Russian Central Military 
District (Interfax, April 22). The problem with this far-
reaching strategic plan is not that it contradicts the more 
cautious discourse preferred by most of Russia’s top brass, 
but that it clashes with the situation on the ground, where 
Russian troops have retreated from Mykolaiv (Novaya 
Gazeta, April 20). Ukraine cannot win the war by merely 
defending against Russian attacks, but the increased supply 
of heavy arms from the United States, as well as from the 
United Kingdom, the Netherlands and other European 
countries, makes it possible to launch counter-offensive 
operations aimed specifically at Kherson (Nezavisimoe 
Voennoe Obozrenie, April 21).

Moscow is irked and alarmed by these expanded deliv-
eries for several reasons. First, they even more firmly 
anchor Ukraine to the West, as the visit to Kyiv of U.S. 
Secretary of State Antony Blinken and Defense Secretary 
Lloyd Austin has demonstrated (RIA Novosti, April 25). 
Second, Moscow is upset because the Russian military-
industrial complex, targeted specifically by Western sanc-
tions, is increasingly revealing that it is unable to produce 
key weapons systems necessary to compensate for the 
heavy losses incurred on the Ukrainian battlefield 
(Svoboda.org, April 23). Putin tried to obscure this short-
coming by boasting about the first test launch of the 
Sarmat intercontinental ballistic missile (IBCM), which he 
announced was ready for deployment back in May 2018 
(Kommersant, April 22). The Sarmat may finally become 
operational in another four years. But what matters now is 
the complete disorganization of the Russian aircraft-build-
ing industry, which cannot obtain crucial technological 
components due to the breakdown of supply chains 
(Riddle.io, April 18).

Problems with arms production may have a direct 
impact on the sustainability of combat operations, but they 
are merely a manifestation of deeper problems with 
Russia’s economy, which, Putin promises, can withstand 
the “blitzkrieg” of Western sanctions (The Bell, April 23). In 
fact, the sanctions were never supposed to deliver an 
instant disaster, but their impact is growing daily, and no 
emergency funding from the federal budget can compen-
sate for the inevitable shutdown of many Russian produc-
tion facilities (Nezavisimaya Gazeta, April 20). The Kremlin 
believes that financial reserves (even if halved by Western 
measures) and the continuing inflow of petrol revenues 
can ensure the resilience of key industries; however, this 
betrays an ignorance of how modern economies function 
(Rosbalt, April 22).

The departure from Russia of most Western investors 

and brands affects not only the service sector but also the 
performance of crucial oil and natural gas infrastructure, 
greatly amplifying the impact of sanctions. Thus, there may 
be no particular need for Western policy-planners to fur-
ther tighten these punitive economic measures (Forbes.ru, 
April 22). For the first two months of the war-caused 
domestic calamity, Russian unemployment has remained 
hidden by delayed layoffs and temporary salary payments; 
but during the summer, millions of workers will find them-
selves redundant (The Insider, April 23). Soviet-style “com-
mand economy” methods can do little to jumpstart the 
Russian economy, which has grown profoundly dependent 
on cooperative ties with Western partners. Yet Putin’s court 
has little grasp of these complexities and prefers to believe 
that a little more social spending and plentiful propaganda 
can keep the population content (Meduza, April 20).

This mismanagement is as damaging for the struggling 
Russian economy as the persistent demands to deliver a 
convincing victory are for the execution of the military 
campaign. The two initial blunders of Putin’s judgement – 
that the Ukrainian state would break under the military 
assault and that the West would enforce only symbolic 
sanctions – drive Russia along parallel tracks toward an 
unwinnable war and economic degradation. The envisaged 
sequence of successes – first, the complete occupation of 
the Donbas, then the enforcement of a ceasefire, and, final-
ly, the loosening of the sanctions regime – has already hit a 
military roadblock, and it badly misconstrues Ukrainian 
defiance as well as Western resolve to deny belligerent 
Russia its victory. Every missile strike on Kyiv or Odesa 
adds to the international momentum to turn the course of 
the war toward Russia’s inglorious defeat.

The article above is reprinted from Eurasia Daily Monitor 
with permission from its publisher, the Jamestown 
Foundation, www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)
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helps, there are those who can profit from 
someone else’s misfortune,” said Ms. 
Pronko, who rented the same apartment 
for four-and-a-half years. She said she had 
previously seen no “red flags” from the 
landlord.

“About a week ago, our landlord called 
and said he was raising the rent by 50 per-
cent. When asked why such a sharp rise, he 
replied, ‘a friend advised me to raise the 
rent because now the demand is high.’ In his 
view, the reason was not war, but demand,” 
Ms. Pronko said. “It was outrageous because 
how can an adult not understand the situa-
tion and behave like that?” she said.

Since the search for a new apartment in 
Lviv now is very difficult, Ms. Pronko pro-
posed a compromise to her landlord: 
increase the rent gradually – by 10 percent 
each month until they end up with a price 
the owner wants. He declined.

“It seemed to us that, in dealing with 
such people, we were also not respecting 
ourselves. We were disappointed because, 
when you work to support the country, 
donate your savings and everything for the 
army, in the evenings you go to volunteer at 
the shelter, where you feed the refugees, 
you believe in a better world of good peo-
ple,” Ms. Pronko said.

Now Ms. Pronko is moving out of the 
apartment where she lived for four-and-a-
half years. But she is full of optimism.

“We say goodbye to the apartment, and I 
believe this is the start of something better 
because there are 100 good and honest 
people for every one looter in Lviv. We will 
definitely write a statement to the city 
council because justice will come to every-
one according to his actions. It is always a 
matter of time,” Ms. Pronko said.

Valeriy Malinka, a managing partner of 
Sitalo, a real estate agency, said that rent 
prices in Lviv grew by 20-30 percent since 

Russia’s full-scale war on Ukraine began on 
February 24.

Mr. Malinka said he thought the price 
increases are reasonable. He said nearly 
half of landlords in Lviv increased their rent 
prices, but the other half has not.

“When customers do not like the rental 
price in Lviv, we suggest they consider 
options outside the city or in other regional 
centers, but everyone stays in Lviv. In Lutsk, 
for example, the cost of a one-room apart-
ment is 6,000-8,000 hryvnia ($200-275) 
per month. Why don’t people want to go 
there? Why don’t they rent there? They 
want to be in Lviv; they have such a need. 
Accordingly, if demand is so high, the price 
will rise,” Mr. Malinka said.

The real estate expert thinks that in Lviv 
the rental price is twice as high as in other 
regional centers in the west. But he says 
that the situation was the same before the 
war.

For example, while a two-room apart-
ment in a new building in Lviv costs $500 a 
month, a similar apartment costs $250-300 
in Ivano-Frankivsk.

“The landlord can evict the tenant only 
in accordance with the contract. Contracts 
usually specify potential reasons for evic-
tion. The owner must report this within a 
month. If he does not give a month’s notice, 
the tenant may not let him into the apart-
ment until the end of the contract. Without 
the tenant’s permission, no one can go into 
the apartment under the terms of the con-
tract. And he can go to law enforcement to 
report illegal entry into the apartment. 
Another problem is flawed contracts, or, in 
general, the lack of a lease agreement. Then 
the rights of tenants, of course, are not pro-
tected. Unfortunately, such situations also 
happen,” Mr. Malinka said.

Olia Padiak is another apartment renter 
in Lviv who encountered a problem with 
her landlord after the full-scale war started.

“It was the fourth day of the war when I 
agreed to host a woman with her son. They 
were fleeing Kyiv, and I had been staying 

with my parents since the invasion, so the 
flat I was renting was empty. Somehow, I 
was sure my landlord would not mind help-
ing a war refugee,” Ms. Padiak said.

“Imagine my surprise when he called at 
9 p.m. the next day and screamed at me to 
move out immediately. He cared little that 
these people had no place to go. Similarly, I 
wasn’t physically capable of moving my life 
out in one day. No arguments helped, so the 
lady with her son went to Poland, and I got 
out of the flat. I don’t know whether he is 
leasing this flat now for a higher price, but 
it still seems ridiculous to pack my bags 
while I could be packing humanitarian aid 
and I’m losing my home not because of a 
Russian rocket,” Ms. Padiak said.

But the situation is not all bad; there are 
also positive cases.

Dmytro Bruso talked about how he 
helped more than 60 displaced persons 
while maintaining a good relationship with 
his landlord.

“When the war started, we didn’t discuss 

the rental terms with the landlord. We were 
all panicking when the war started. After 
three weeks, we had a conversation with 
him. He called and asked if I was able to pay 
for the first month of the war, but he hasn’t 
asked for payment for that month,” Mr. 
Bruso said.

Mr. Bruso’s landlord didn’t even mention 
increasing the rent. His new tenants in 
other buildings pay the same price they 
paid before the war.

“Landlords are nice guys, very empathet-
ic,” he said.

Mr. Bruso has been hosting displaced 
people since the first day of the war. More 
than 30 families spent at least one night in 
his home over the last two months. He 
didn’t charge them anything. He said his 
only rule was that guests clean up after 
themselves.

“I am not the best chef, so people also 
cook food for themselves. Sometimes they 
did their own groceries, but the fridge was 
always full, so anyone could take what they 
needed,” Mr. Bruso said.

“There’s a war in our country. Taking 
money from people who were forcefully 
displaced is just inhumane. But I don’t 
judge anyone who does because people 
have different situations. If you can host 
someone, you should do that,” he said.

Mr. Bruso believes that the situation 
with rent prices in Lviv is not catastrophic. 
Most people who temporarily stayed at his 
house found an apartment in the city for a 
reasonable price.

“Yes, they have seen postings of apart-
ments with a huge rent, but after a few days 
of search, most of them found a place to 
stay paying the pre-war rent,” Mr. Bruso 
said.

He said most landlords in Lviv have kept 
their rental prices at pre-war levels and 
have not increased them dramatically. And, 
for anyone who needs to stay in Lviv for a 
few nights and can’t afford an apartment or 
a hotel room, Mr. Bruso is always ready to 
help.

(Continued from page 3)

As Ukrainian refugees...

Dmytro Bruso, a Lviv resident has 
opened his apartment to help more than 
60 displaced persons, has done so while 
still maintaining a good relationship with 

his landlord.

Facebook.com/BruSDD
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bigger,” Mr. Volobuyev said. (RFE/RL’s 
Crimea.Realities, with reporting by LIGA.
net and The Insider)

Ice hockey championships taken from Russia

The International Ice Hockey Federation 
(IIHF) says it has taken away Russia’s rights 
to host the 2023 World Championships as 
the number of barred Russian sports teams 
and performers and canceled events rises 
in response to Moscow’s unprovoked inva-
sion of Ukraine. The federation said in a 

statement that the decision was taken at an 
IIHF Council meeting in Zurich on April 26. 
“The decision to relocate the event was 
taken primarily out of concern for the safe-
ty and well-being of all participating play-
ers, officials, media and fans,” the statement 
said. “As was the case with Council’s earlier 
decision to withdraw the 2023 IIHF World 
Junior Championship that was to be held in 
Omsk and Novosibirsk, Russia, the Council 
expressed significant concerns over the 
safe freedom of movement of players and 
officials to, from and within Russia,” it 
added. Last month, the IIHF barred Russia 
and its close ally Belarus from the 2022 
World Championships in response to the 

war in Ukraine. The IIHF said on April 26 
that a new venue for the 2023 tournament 
will be confirmed during this year’s World 
Championships next month in Finland. 
(RFE/RL)

Moldova: attacks meant to escalate tensions

President Maia Sandu said on April 26 
that several alleged attacks in Moldova’s 
Moscow-backed breakaway region of 
Transdniester were an attempt to escalate 
tensions, blaming “pro-war factions” within 
the territory’s administration. Ms. Sandu 
spoke to the media after a meeting of 
Moldova’s Supreme Security Council follow-
ing claims by authorities in Transdniester 
that two radio relays were damaged by 
blasts and a military unit was targeted on 
April 26 amid rising tensions in the region, 
which borders Ukraine. Ms. Sandu urged 
citizens to remain calm and said she had 
ordered heightened security measures, 
including patrols and vehicle checks in 
Transdniester. “We condemn any challeng-
es and attempts to lure the Republic of 
Moldova into actions that could jeopardize 
peace in the country,” Ms. Sandu said. 
“Chisinau continues to insist on a peaceful 
settlement of the Transdniester conflict.” 
Earlier, the breakaway region’s self-styled 
Internal Affairs Ministry said the two radio 
relays were damaged by blasts. “In the early 
morning of April 26, two explosions 
occurred in the village of Maiak, Grigoriopol 
district: the first at 6:40 and the second at 
7:05,” the ministry said. It said that two 
radio antennas were knocked out following 
the blasts. No one was injured, it said. The 
information could not be independently 
verified, and there has been no claim of 
responsibility or reports of casualties. 

Separately, Transdniester’s Security Council 
reported a “terrorist attack” on a military 
unit near the city of Tiraspol, without elabo-
rating. It also said it had raised the “terror-
ist threat level” to red, established check-
points and canceled the May 9 military 
parade. Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov 
said on April 26 that news from the region 
was a cause for serious concern. U.S. 
Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin said the 
United States was looking at the cause of 
the attacks but so far is not sure what is 
behind them. The U.S. is “still analyzing the 
cause of blasts in Moldova,” Mr. Austin said 
on April 26 during a news conference at 
Ramstein Air Base in Germany after his visit 
to Ukraine. “It’s something that we will stay 
focused on,” he said. The two alleged inci-
dents came a day after Transdniester’s 
Ministry of State Security said its building 
in Tiraspol, the region’s largest city, was 
allegedly hit by explosions that damaged 
the upper floors of its building. The 
Moldovan government said it believes that 
the April 25 incident “is related to the cre-
ation of pretexts for the tension in the secu-
rity situation in the Transdniester region, 
which is not controlled by the constitution-
al authorities.” Ukraine’s Defense Ministry, 
meanwhile, said the alleged attack was a 
provocation organized by Russia’s Federal 
Security Service (FSB). The ministry’s 
Intelligence Directorate in a statement said 
the incident was “one of a number of pro-
vocative measures organized by the FSB to 
instill panic and anti-Ukrainian sentiment.” 
Transdniester, a sliver of land between 
Moldova proper and Ukraine, declared 
independence in 1990. In 1992, Moldova 

(Continued on page 15)
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us all,” Mr. Scaparrotti said. “And I think we 
need to look at it that way. We need to think 
strategically. We need to think long term.”

Putin and his circle, he said, leverage dis-
tinctions and differences, “and they always 
have.” He cited “splitting NATO” among 
Putin’s “consistent objectives.”

“We should give [Putin] less opportunity 
to do so,” Mr. Scaparrotti said. “Now, having 
said that, each of these countries within 
NATO makes their own sovereign deci-
sions. And I would hope that, over time, 
Germany, for instance, one of the most 
prosperous countries within Europe, will 
choose to put themselves in a better posi-
tion with respect to energy so that they can 
be a bigger player in the long term, the 
right player, without risk to the population, 
which is part of their concern today.”

The Russian nuclear threats, implied or 
otherwise, are part of a perceived credibili-
ty problem that Mr. Scaparrotti thinks Putin 
has created for himself more than two 
decades since the former KGB colonel was 
appointed to succeed outgoing President 
Boris Yeltsin.

“I think Putin’s reputation as a world 
leader is eternally damaged here, and his 

ability to reenter as a respectable leader on 
the world stage is done,” he said. “And I 
think Russia needs to understand the dam-
age that’s been done to them as a nation 
among nations. We cannot seek the former 
status quo.”

He said Putin remains determined “to 
seek his objectives of a sphere of influence 
in the east [and] of destabilizing the inter-
national rules-based order.”

“He’s continually said that for years, and 
I don’t think that this will dampen his 
enthusiasm if he were to reach some nego-
tiated position that satisfies him for the 
time being,” Mr. Scaparrotti said.

He warned that the damage and alleged 
atrocities committed by Russia shouldn’t 
be overlooked in pursuit of peace in the 
short term.

“If we do, I believe we will have to con-
front Russia and their aggression again in 
the future,” he said.

(Written by Andy Heil based on an inter-
view by RFE/RL Georgian Service contribu-
tor Vazha Tavberidze)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/putin-war-ukraine-
russia-scapparroti/31825519.html).

(Continued from page 5)
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and Transdniester fought a short war that 
was quelled by Russian forces that inter-
vened on the side of the separatists. Some 
1,000 people were killed in that conflict. 
Russia maintains some 1,400 troops in 
Transdniester and has control over huge 
Soviet-era arms depots located in the 
region. On April 22, the acting commander 
of Russia’s Central Military District, Rustam 
Minnekayev, said that Russian forces aimed 
to take full control of southern Ukraine, say-
ing such a move would also open a land cor-
ridor to Transdniester. (RFE/RL’s Moldovan 
Service, with reporting by Reuters and AP)

Bulgarian delegation to visit Kyiv

Bulgarian Prime Minister Kiril Petkov 
will lead a delegation to Kyiv amid a dis-
pute within his coalition government over 
providing military aid to Ukraine. Mr. 
Petkov and representatives of three of the 
four parties in the ruling coalition were 
expected to leave for Poland on April 27 
and go on to Kyiv the following day, law-
maker Stanislav Balabanov of the There Is 
Such A People party said after a coalition 
council meeting on April 26. The main pur-
pose of the visit, according to Mr. Petkov, is 
to see the needs of the people of Kyiv. The 
delegation also will deliver promised hel-
mets and body armor. Mr. Petkov, who 
favors giving military aid, invited each of 
his coalition partners to send a representa-
tive with him in a bid to overcome the pro-
Russia Bulgarian Socialist Party’s opposi-
tion to providing the aid. Mr. Balabanov, 
who will represent There Is Such A People 
in the delegation, told reporters the group 
will meet with Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy during the visit. The 
other politicians who will travel in the dele-
gation are Kaloyan Ikonomov from We 
Continue The Change party, who has not 
taken a stand on the delivery of military aid 
to Ukraine, and Atanas Atanasov from 
Democratic Bulgaria. The Socialists 
declined to send a representative and have 
threatened to pull out of the cabinet over 
the weapons issue. Socialist leader Kornelia 
Ninova told BNT television that the visit 
was “pointless” and “would hardly change 
our position” against arms donations. 
Bulgaria thus far has turned down 
Ukraine’s requests for direct military aid, 
making it one of the last holdouts among 
European Union members. Ukrainian 
Foreign Affairs Minister Dmytro Kuleba 
made a three-day visit to Sofia last week to 
urge the country to provide military sup-
port. The country is a big manufacturer of 
Soviet-era ammunition, anti-tank missiles 
and light arms. The coalition will debate 
the question again after the delegation’s 
return from Kyiv, Mr. Balabanov said. The 
details are to be clarified before the propos-
al comes up in the National Assembly next 
week. (RFE/RL’s Bulgarian Service, with 
reporting by AFP)

Russia takes part in prisoner swap

Washington and Moscow have complet-
ed a prisoner swap involving Russian pilot 
Konstantin Yaroshenko, jailed on U.S. drug-
smuggling charges, and former U.S. Marine 
Trevor Reed, jailed in Russia on charges of 
assaulting police, despite deteriorating dip-
lomatic relations over the Kremlin’s unpro-
voked invasion of Ukraine. Russia’s Foreign 
Affairs Ministry said on April 27 that the 
swap was the product of “a lengthy negotia-
tion process,” with Mr. Reed leaving the 
country from Moscow’s Vnukovo Airport. 
Minutes after the announcement, U.S. 
President Joe Biden confirmed that Mr. Reed 
was on his way home, and “is free from 
Russian detention.” The prisoner swap 
marks the highest-profile release during the 
Biden administration of an American 
deemed wrongly detained abroad and 
comes as Washington and its Western allies 
have hit Russia with crippling economic and 
financial sanctions that have left relations at 
post-Cold War lows. “The negotiations that 
allowed us to bring Trevor home required 
difficult decisions that I do not take lightly,” 
Mr. Biden said. He did not elaborate, but 
added that Washington “won’t stop” until 
other Americans being held in Russia, 
including another former U.S. Marine, Paul 
Whelan, are also freed. Mr. Reed, a 30-year-
old from Texas, was jailed in 2020 after 
being convicted of assaulting two Russian 
police officers in 2019. Mr. Reed denied the 
allegations, while the United States ques-
tioned the fairness of the proceedings, call-
ing his trial a “theater of the absurd.” Mr. 
Reed’s lawyer, Sergei Nikitenkov, said the 
exchange was not based on a clemency 
move, adding that his client continued to 
consider himself not guilty. Mr. Yaroshenko 
was arrested in Liberia in 2010 and ren-
dered to the United States. The following 
year, he was convicted of smuggling cocaine 
in his planes to destinations in South 
America, Africa and Europe and sentenced 
to 20 years in prison. Mr. Yaroshenko’s law-
yer, Aleksei Tarasov, said that the exchange 
was conducted through an unspecified third 
country. Mr. Reed’s father told CNN that his 
son was moved to a Moscow prison this 
week and then flown to Turkey, where the 
swap took place. “The American plane 
pulled up next to the Russian plane and they 
walked both prisoners across at the same 
time, like you see in the movies,” Joey Reed 
said. Mr. Reed served his sentence in 
Mordovia, a region about 350 kilometers 
east of Moscow with a long reputation for 
being the location of Russia’s toughest pris-
ons, including Soviet-era labor camps for 
political prisoners. In recent months, Mr. 
Reed went on two hunger strikes to protest 
prison conditions, including being placed in 
solitary confinement. His parents had 
voiced concern that he may have contracted 
tuberculosis and that his health has been 
fragile. Russia had sought Mr. Yaroshenko’s 
return for years. He has denied any wrong-
doing and called the case against him “fabri-
cated.” U.S. Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken praised the swap and said the 

(Continued from page 14)
NEWSBRIEFS United States was “committed to securing 

the freedom of all U.S. nationals wrongfully 
detained abroad.” Several high-profile 
Americans remain behind bars in Russia, 
including Mr. Whelan, who was sentenced 
by a court in Moscow to 16 years in prison 
in May 2020 on espionage charges. U.S. offi-
cials have called that ruling a “mockery of 
justice.” Mr. Whelan is also serving his sen-
tence in a separate prison facility in 
Mordovia. Another American whose deten-

tion by Russian authorities has drawn criti-
cism is women’s basketball star Brittney 
Griner, who was arrested in February at a 
Moscow airport after authorities said a scan 
of her luggage revealed vape cartridges con-
taining hash oil. Ms. Griner, who played for a 
Russian professional basketball team, could 
face up to 10 years in prison if convicted on 
drug charges. She’s pleaded innocent. (RFE/
RL’s Russian Service, with reporting by 
Interfax, USA Today and TASS)

“I fully support the ICC and I appeal to 
the Russian Federation to accept, to coop-
erate with the ICC,” Mr. Guterres said after 
visiting the two locations, adding, “but 
when we talk about war crimes, we cannot 
forget that the worst of crimes is war itself.”

“The war is an absurdity in the 21st cen-
tury. The war is evil. There is no way a war 
can be acceptable in the 21st century,” Mr. 
Guterres added.

“We will continue our work to expand 
humanitarian support and secure the evac-
uation of civilians from conflict zones,” Mr. 
Guterres tweeted.

“The sooner this war ends, the better – 
for the sake of Ukraine, Russia and the 
world,” he said ahead of talks with 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy.

As Mr. Guterres toured areas near the 
capital, which is located in the northern 
part of the country, Russia pressed on with 
its offensive in eastern and southern 
Ukraine, attacking along a strategic front-
line highway linking Ukraine’s second-larg-
est city, Kharkiv, with the Russia-occupied 
city of Izyum.

Ukrainian Defense Minister Oleksiy 
Reznikov warned on April 27 of major 
“destruction” in the east of the country, as 
Russia “will try to inflict as much pain as 
possible” on Ukraine in its ongoing offen-
sive in the east.

Mr. Reznikov warned of “destruction and 
painful casualties” among Ukrainians as he 
and officials from about 40 countries met 
for a second day at the U.S. air base at 
Ramstein, Germany.

“This is a true coalition whose goal is not 
just to hold the Kremlin accountable, but to 
defeat Russian tyranny, to ensure the civi-
lized world can win this war,” Mr. Reznikov 
said on Facebook.

Britain’s Ministry of Defense warned 
early on April 28 that Russia’s Black Sea 
Fleet retained the ability to strike 
Ukrainian and coastal targets.

Despite losing the landing ship Saratov 
and the cruiser Moskva, Russia still has 
some 20 naval vessels, including subma-
rines, in the Black Sea operational zone, the 
ministry said on Twitter.

In its daily intelligence report, the minis-
try said that Russia was temporarily unable 
to replace its lost vessels, as Turkey’s 
Bosphorus Strait connecting the Black Sea 
with the Sea of Marmara and the 
Mediterranean “remains closed to all non-
Turkish warships.”

In Brussels, North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO) Secretary General 
Jens Stoltenberg said the alliance is ready 
to back Ukraine in its war against Russia 
even if the conflict stretches for years.

“We need to be prepared for the long 
term. ... There is absolutely the possibility 
that this war will drag on and last for months 
and years,” Mr. Stoltenberg told a youth sum-
mit on April 28, adding that the alliance will 
help Kyiv upgrade its Soviet-era weapons to 
modern Western military equipment.

The United States, NATO’s biggest mem-
ber, has already provided $3 billion worth 
of weapons to Ukraine since the start of 
Russia’s unprovoked invasion.

U.S. President Joe Biden on April 28 said 

he will formally ask Congress for $30 bil-
lion in additional U.S. funds earmarked for 
supplying Ukraine’s military and bolstering 
its economy. Mr. Biden also spoke on April 
28 in support of Kyiv’s fight against Russia, 
a day after Putin threatened “lightning-fast 
retaliation” if other countries interfere in 
Ukraine.

Russia has told the West to stop sending 
arms to Ukraine, saying large Western deliv-
eries of weapons were inflaming the conflict.

Addressing lawmakers in St. Petersburg 
on April 27, Putin warned against foreign 
interference in Ukraine.

“If someone intends to intervene in the 
ongoing events from the outside, and cre-
ate strategic threats for Russia that are 
unacceptable to us, they should know that 
our retaliatory strikes will be lightning-
fast,” said Putin, according to video of his 
address supplied by Russian media.

Amid the ongoing fighting, the humani-
tarian situation has been worsening.

Russian forces pounded a steel plant in 
Mariupol where the city’s last defenders 
and some civilians are holed up.

Petro Andryushchenko, an aide to the 
city’s mayor, said there had been no let-up 
in air strikes on the Azovstal plant. Several 
recent attempts to establish a humanitari-
an corridor to allow civilians to escape have 
failed.

During his talks with Putin, Mr. Guterres 
repeated calls for both Russia and Ukraine 
to work together to set up humanitarian 
corridors. Putin told him he hoped that 
negotiations could end the conflict though 
talks remain stalled.

Meanwhile, Canadian lawmakers voted 
unanimously on April 27 to call Russia’s 
attacks in Ukraine a “genocide,” with mem-
bers of parliament saying there was “ample 
evidence of systemic and massive war 
crimes against humanity” being committed 
by Russia.

Despite overwhelming evidence to the 
contrary, Russia has denied targeting civil-
ians since it launched its unprovoked war 
in Ukraine on February 24.

A series of recent blasts in the Russian-
backed separatist region of Transdniester, 
which has a border with Ukraine, has 
raised fears that the war could spill over 
into Moldova.

Russian Foreign Affairs Ministry spokes-
woman Maria Zakharova on April 28 said 
Moscow saw the Transdniester incidents as 
an attempt to drag it into the wider conflict 
in Ukraine.

Ms. Zakharova was talking a day after 
Ukrainian presidential aide Mykhaylo 
Podolyak accused Moscow of wanting to 
use Transdniester to “destabilize” Moldova, 
amid fears that the war could spill over 
into Moldova proper.

“If Ukraine falls, tomorrow Russian troops 
will be at Chisinau’s gates,” Mr. Podolyak 
said, referring to Moldova’s capital, after 
separatist authorities in Transdniester 
called the blasts “terrorist attacks.”

(With reporting by AP, AFP, BBC, CNN, 
dpa and Reuters)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-guterres-
zelenskiy-donbas/31824791.html).

(Continued from page 1)
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the whole free world,” Mr. Bilinsky said. 
“And none by these peoples subjugated by 
Moscow are the best and most trustwor-
thy allies of the American people and of 
the entire free world in common combat 
against the common enemy – against 
Russian tyranny and imperialism. … The 
American people, if they truly desire to 
find their devoted ally, must sincerely and 
clearly manifest their determination to 
help them in the restoration of their liber-
ty and national sovereignty … just as the 

French, the Belgians, the Dutch or 
Norwegians had been sure that after the 
crushing of Hitlerism, the American peo-
ple will aid in the restoration of the inde-
pendence of France, Belgium, Holland and 
Norway.”

“Today there can be no doubt that the 
threat of World War III looms not because 
of the existence of socialism or commu-
nism, but because of the existence of 
Russian imperialism, which is using com-
munism as its tool,” Mr. Bilinsky said.

Source: “Freedom for the people – free-
dom for the man,” by I.M. Bilinsky, The 
Ukrainian Weekly, May 12, 1952.

(Continued from page 6)

Turning...
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Four Ukrainian cadets win MMA medals

Ukrainians win 16 medals at 2022 Invictus Games

The Mixed Martial Arts (MMA) Poland 
Championships were held on April 9 in 
Warsaw. The national competition was 
open to athletes from clubs across the 
country, and it was the first time the cadet 
category of youngsters aged 12-17 were 
included in the Championships.

The ongoing war in Ukraine has forced 
many young Ukrainian athletes to flee their 
country and relocate elsewhere. Thanks to 
the humanitarian efforts in Poland, many 
young Ukrainians have crossed the border 
and are now living in Poland. Ukrainian 
athletes who actively trained in MMA and 

emigrated to Poland were welcome to com-
pete in the Championships thanks to the 
support and assistance of Poland MMA.

The Ukrainian competitors have been 
training at Sparta MMA Warsaw, which is a 
club managed by Ukraine native Roman 
Zinchuk. During the war with Russia, some 
of Zinchuk’s student-athletes returned to 
Ukraine to join the military, while others 
came over from Ukraine, fleeing the war, to 
train in martial arts.

Sparta MMA Warsaw topped the club 
rankings at the competition, winning a total 
of six medals. Ukrainian athletes won four 
of the six medals: Nazar Rudolf won second 
place (silver) in the 48-kg division, while 
Anastasiia Holovko (52 kg), Rostyslav 
Ocheretnyy (57 kg) and Yeva Buzhenko (62 
kg) all won gold medals.

The Ukrainian MMA Federation 
acknowledged the success of the medalists 
and thanked MMA Poland for allowing 
Ukrainian athletes to compete in the 
Championships.

Ukrainian pride at Boston Marathon

Dmytro Molchanov, a 33-year-old 
Ukrainian from Brooklyn, N.Y., successfully 
ran the 2022 Boston Marathon on April 18. 
He ran the 26.2-mile course while wearing 
a Ukraine singlet and with his face painted 
blue and yellow. But his mind kept wander-
ing to thoughts of family and friends back 
in Ukraine. When the going got tough, he 
tapped his inner self for extra strength. He 

pushed himself just as his fellow 
Ukrainians have pushed themselves to 
defend themselves from Russia’s brutal, 
unjust war on their country. Molchanov 
crossed the finish line with a Ukrainian flag 
draped over his shoulders.

The Invictus Games, held on April 16-22 in The Hague in 
the Netherlands, is a sporting event for active military per-
sonnel and veterans who are ill, wounded or injured. For 
19 Ukrainian athletes and their support staff, peace and 
justice – which is what the host city is known for – seem a 
world away.

A few days before arriving in this Dutch city, Volodymyr 
Musyak was fighting on Ukraine’s front lines, defending his 
country from Russia’s unprovoked assault. In The Hague, 
he was getting ready to grab a bow and arrow and compete 
in the archery event at the Invictus Games.

“I think that emotionally, it’s something that requires 
time ... because we come from a very disturbed area, we 
come from where the actual killings every day are happen-
ing, the shelling, the bombing, we hear sirens every day,” 
said Oksana Horbach, Ukraine’s Invictus Games National 
Coordinator, in speaking with the media on April 15.

A member of Ukraine’s team, Taira Paievska, could not 
make it to The Hague because she was taken hostage by 
Russian forces in Mariupol, Ukraine, where she worked as a 
paramedic, according to Horbach. Four additional 
Ukrainians not scheduled to be participants but active in the 
community of injured servicemen and women, died in 
March. Two were killed on active duty and two died in rock-
et attacks, according to the organizers of the Invictus Games.

Many of the Ukrainian competitors at the Games said 
they wish to spread the word about the drastic realities of 
the brutal war in their native land. Pavlo Kovalskyi, partici-
pating in rowing, archery, wheelchair basketball and 
potentially sitting volleyball, is one of these athletes.

Being at the Invictus Games gave the 31-year-old an 
opportunity to better “convey information to the audience, 
our friends, our new acquaintances, just fellow athletes, 
what is happening now,” he said when meeting the press.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy recorded a 
video message for the country’s contingent, which they 
viewed after arriving at the Games.

“Victory is important for us. It is important to prove that 
we are all unconquered,” Mr. Zelenskyy said. “And your 
team is part of the indomitable spirit of Ukraine, the 
Ukrainian people and each of us.”

Twenty nations and 500 competitors took part in the 
2022 Invictus Games. Of note, Russia has never participat-
ed in the Games. The event was created by Britain’s Prince 
Harry, who attended with his wife. The Games have been 
twice delayed by the coronavirus pandemic. The Hague is 
hosting the fifth edition of the Invictus Games.

Service personnel compete in nine sports: athletics, 
archery, cycling, indoor rowing, powerlifting, sitting volley-
ball, swimming, wheelchair basketball and wheelchair 
rugby. There is also an automobile driving challenge orga-
nized by official partner Jaguar Land Rover.

For Ukrainian participants, the Games offered a brief 
hiatus from the dismal realities of war and a chance to 
focus attention on the disastrous situation in their nation.

“It needs to be heard; it needs to be told. It is very 
important for us that we, as Ukrainians, have that voice, 
have a platform to voice who we are, what we do and what 
we experience every single day since February 24,” 
Horbach said, referring to the day on which Russian 
President Vladimir Putin ordered his military to launch a 
full-scale war on Ukraine.

Musyak, who suffers from a concussion caused by an 
explosion, took part in the archery event without his coach, 
Dmytro Sydoruk, who was killed in the war on the eve of 
the team’s departure from Ukraine.

While Musyak was in The Hague taking part in the 
Invictus Games, his mind and heart were still in Ukraine.

“We are only the second day here, we got here from the 
front line and, until now, I’m mentally with my brothers in 
arms, of course. After the end of the competition, we return 
to the front line to defend our country,” Musyak told the 
media prior to the start of the competition.

Prince Harry and Meghan Markle were scheduled to 

meet with Ukraine’s Invictus Games team as part of a 
multi-million-dollar streaming special. Netflix is following 
the former royals throughout their visit to the Netherlands 
as part of a $134 million deal to produce a documentary 
titled “Heart of Invictus.” The couple also hosted a private 
meeting with the athletes from war-torn Ukraine with 
their camera crew in tow, according to various reports. 

During the opening ceremony of the Games on April 16, 
competitors cheered for nearly a minute as the Ukrainian 
team waved their nation’s blue-and-yellow flag after being 
welcomed to the event.

Prince Harry singled out the Ukrainian team and their 
supporters.

“Your bravery in choosing to come and for being here 
tonight cannot be overstated. You know, we stand with you. 
The world is united with you. And still you deserve more. 

Rodion Sitdnikov won a gold medal in shot put at the 
2022 Invictus Games at The Hague.

Facebook.com/InvictusGamesFoundation

Runner Dmytro Molchanov, draped in 
the Ukrainian flag, celebrates his com-
pletion of the 2022 Boston Marathon on 

April 18.

Facebook.com/dmytromolchanov

(Continued on page 19)Daniel Romanchuk won the wheelchair portion of the 2022 Boston Marathon.

Facebook.com/danielromanchuk

(Continued on page 19)
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Ukrainian tennis players living in two realities
Lyudmyla Kichenok and Dayana Yastremska were prac-

ticing their serves in an empty arena with captain Olga 
Savchuk monitoring their form. The graphic on Kichenok’s 
shirt had a Ukrainian flag in the shape of a heart. The 
Ukrainian women’s tennis team was in Asheville, N.C., com-
peting against Team U.S.A. in the Billie Jean King Cup quali-
fiers. In Ukraine, bombs were exploding in their home-
towns. The scene was the epitome of differing realities: 
while their compatriots in Ukraine faced a horrendous 
reality, as people there have been killed every day, the two 
Ukrainian women focused on playing tennis amid a fun, 
positive environment on the hardcourt.

A stunning comeback after falling behind 2-0 fell just 
short, as Team U.S.A. snuck by Ukraine 3-2 on April 16, 
winning the deciding doubles match. Ranked No. 93, 
Yastremska had beaten No. 14 Jessica Pegula. Katarina 
Zavatska then pulled off an even bigger upset by beating 
Shelby Rogers, who is ranked 155 places above her to pull 
Ukraine even at two each. Pegula and partner Asia 

Muhammad then beat Kichenok and Yastremska, 7-6 (5), 
6-3 in doubles.

A couple of months back, Kichenok and Yastremska were 
far from any tennis action, as they were busy fleeing 
Russia’s full-scale war on Ukraine. Yastremska escaped with 
her younger sister, though she left behind her parents. Her 
story was documented previously in The Ukrainian Weekly. 
Kichenok left Ukraine on February 25 with her parents, 
driving some 31 hours non-stop from Kyiv to Chisinau, 
Moldava, a trip of 500 miles. Those were the most difficult 
days of her entire life, Kichenok said, as she recalled shaking 
for hours at a time and losing her appetite for several days. 
Her sister, Nadiia, had already left Ukraine for the Indian 
Wells Open tournament and heard about the war on the 
news. Nadiia suffered through two days of utter agony and 
panic attacks, fearing for the lives of her sister and parents.

At the very beginning, it was a challenge for Lyudmyla to 
play tennis. After arriving at Indian Wells in California to 
play doubles, she struggled to reconcile the peace on the 
tennis court with the war raging at home. She found it hard 
to adapt to the normal life at the tournament because her 
focus was largely on Ukraine. Yastremska also struggled 
with keeping her focus on her game.

Team captain Savchuk referred to the situation as a 
“parallel life.” Looking around, she saw people living a nor-
mal life, but she knows that life in Ukraine now is anything 
but normal. Nadiia and Zavatska take solace in practicing 
their sport. If nothing else, it forces them to put their 
phones down for a few hours and tennis becomes a dis-
traction from the constant and horrible news coming out of 
Ukraine. All of Ukraine’s players are grateful that they can 
play tennis.

The players are doing all they can on and off the court to 
support their loved ones in Ukraine. Zavatska’s earnings 
from tournaments go toward supporting her family, since 
no one else in her family currently has a job. Yastremska 
donated all of her prize money from her deep run in the 
Lyon Open to relief efforts in Ukraine and she has been 
using her own charitable foundation to benefit humanitari-
an aid. As much as Yastremska would like to return home to 
see her parents, she realizes she can do more for the cause 
by utilizing her platform as a professional tennis player.

The Ukrainian players have also gotten help from other 
sources. Team USA demonstrated support for their 
Ukrainian opponents by hosting a dinner before their first 
matches. At the dinner, Team USA gifted each member of 
Team Ukraine with a blanket decorated with both the 
American and Ukrainian flags. The blankets included the 
message, “We stand with you.”

One month prior to the Billie Jean King Cup qualifiers on 

March 18, the United States Tennis Association announced 
that 10 percent of the event’s ticket revenues would be ear-
marked for the Ukraine Crisis Relief Fund of Global Giving. 
Local sponsors of the event were also slated to make contri-
butions. On April 7, Billie Jean King and her partner Ilana 
Kloss made a $50,000 donation to the Ukraine Crisis Relief 
Fund.

Nadiia Kichenok and Zavatska were shocked and in awe 
of the strength and unity they witnessed in the Ukrainian 
people’s response to Russia’s brutal war on Ukraine. In an 
April 17 interview with CNN, Zavatska said, “People in 
Ukraine, they’re so strong right now. I mean, they’re amaz-
ingly strong. I didn’t know that this power exists.”

The Ukrainian tennis players are buoyed by the strength 
they see from the people in their homeland and they want 
the world to know that Ukraine is a strong nation.

“They’re ready for everything. I’m proud of being 
Ukrainian, proud of Ukraine, proud of everybody who is 
out there fighting for the country,” Yastremska told CNN.

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@sfgsports.com.

Dayana Yastremska at Wimbledon in 2018.

Wikipedia

Lyudmyla Kichenok at the 2019 Wimbledon tennis 
championships.

ernment to live up to its freely undertaken 
international human rights commitments 
or for daring to criticize Moscow’s policies 
of Russification.

And since Russia’s invasion of and war 
on Ukraine that began in 2014, we have 
seen egregious human rights abuses and 
brutal repression in the Donbas and the 
Russian-occupied Crimean Peninsula, par-
ticularly against the Crimean Tatars. Not 
surprisingly, we have also seen the sup-
pression of any expression of Ukrainian 
identity. Nowhere else in Europe, and in 
few places around the world, has the 
human rights situation been more appall-
ing.

Until now, that is.
In the last few months, the entire world 

has witnessed the grotesque manifesta-
tions of Putin’s demonic delusions and 
pathological obsession with Ukraine, his 
desire to liquidate Ukrainian statehood and 
eliminate the Ukrainian nation as such. His 
absurd accusation that a democratic, plu-
ralistic and tolerant Ukraine is being con-
trolled by Nazis, though its president is 

Jewish, has been dismissed and mocked 
around the world (Note to Putin regarding 
fascist regimes: Look in the mirror, 
Vladimir!).

Putin is aided and abetted by all too 
many henchmen, institutional as well as 
individual. This includes that centuries-
long appendage of the Kremlin, the Russian 
Orthodox Church, led by the morally bank-
rupt Patriarch Kirill. Russian state media, 
for whom truth is an alien concept, has also 
played an outsize role.

These lackeys are facilitators of this 
Russian onslaught of carnage and butchery, 
which has included summary executions, 
indiscriminate shelling, rape and looting in 
Bucha and other cities. To add insult to 
injury, Putin, in yet another example of his 
callousness and cravenness, recently 
bestowed honors on the Russian military 
brigade that massacred civilians in Bucha.

The sick irony is that many of the victims 
of the Russian onslaught in southern and 
eastern Ukraine – notably, in Mariupol, 
where the horrors defy description – are 
the “oppressed” Russian-speakers Putin 
claims he wants to protect. He still clings to 
this fantasy, or, more likely, cynically 
exploits it, having learned nothing from the 
reaction of Ukrainians to Russia’s initial 

2014 invasion.
Ukraine has no choice but to keep fight-

ing, and the free world, led by the United 
States, needs to help in every way possible. 
This assistance is crucial for Ukraine to 
defeat the perverse Russian imperialist ide-
ology that denies Ukrainians their dignity 
as human beings and their right to choose 
their own national identity and future. It is 
an ideology that is killing innocent people 
before our very eyes.

It will not happen right away. A tough 
and bitter fight lies ahead. As fervently as 
we might wish otherwise, there are no 
magic bullets. The only real antidote to 
Putin’s goal to “wipe out the idea of even 

being able to be Ukrainian” and the only 
way to stop the atrocities and the war 
crimes and the genocide, is to ensure that 
Ukraine remains an independent, demo-
cratic country entirely free from Moscow’s 
domination, once and for all. The world will 
be much better off when this day comes.

Russia’s barbaric actions in Ukraine, 
based on an ideology of lies and hatred, are 
the embodiment of man’s inhumanity to 
man. Putin is the face of evil in the 21st cen-
tury. For the sake of Ukraine and of democ-
racy, the rules based global order, and glob-
al peace and security, the Putin regime 
needs to be vanquished. For the sake of 
humanity, good needs to prevail over evil.

(Continued from page 7)

Good and evil...

Brezhnev and now Putin. It’s an enigma for 
historians and political scientists to ponder, 
but Ukraine will endure.

Civilization, freedom, civil society, pros-
perity?  It’s no secret that Putin wants to 
deprive Ukrainians of all of this. But it’s not 
just Ukrainians. He wants to deprive the 

Russian people of it all. He’s already sacri-
ficed tens of thousands of lives for that goal. 
He insists the two peoples are brothers. So 
were Cain and Abel. That horror is being 
rewritten, thousands of years after the 
Book of Genesis.

Ukraine will survive this as it has in the 
past, and she will ultimately prevail. I see 
and hear it from friends in Ukraine, in the 
news and via the flowers left by strangers 
at the UMA. Slava Ukraini! Heroyam Slava!

(Continued from page 7)

War in and on...
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71st Annual Membership Meeting 
Thursday, May 12, 2022

3:00 P.M. 
St. George Academy Auditorium  

215 East 6th Street, New York City

Members are required to pre-register, seating is limited. 
Please call (212) 473-7310 ext#4144 

This year the terms of the following members 
of the Board of Directors expire:
Stefan Kaczaraj and Adam Hapij

Nominations for positions on the Board can be forwarded to:
SELF RELIANCE (NY) FCU

108 Second Avenue
New York, NY 10003

Attn: Nominating Committee

There will be No Reception and No Food or Beverages will be served.

Masks will be required.
Members are requested to bring their regular share passbook.
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Through June 4 Embroidery workshop, with instruction
New York by Lubow Wolynetz, Ukrainian Museum, 
 www.ukrainianmuseum.org or 212-228-0110

May 1 Sviachene dinner, Ukrainian National Women’s League 
Jenkintown, PA of America, Ukrainian Educational and Cultural Center, 
 www.ueccphila.org 

May 5 Panel discussion, “Constitutions of the U.S. and Ukraine: 
Jenkintown, PA Enduring Foreign Aggression,” Manor College, 
 www.manor.edu

May 6 through Photo exhibit, “Stop the War in Ukraine,” Ukrainian
June 26 National Museum, www.ukrainiannationalmuseum.org
Chicago

May 7 Korovai-making workshop, with instruction by Bohdanna 
New York Slyz, Lubow Wolynetz and Larysa Zielyk, The Ukrainian
 Museum, www.ukrainianmuseum.org or 212-228-0110

May 13 Film screening, “Return Sasyk to the Sea” 
Jenkintown, PA by Andrea Odezynska, Ukrainian Educational 
 and Cultural Center, www.ueccphila.org

May 15 Family workshop, “Ukrainian Folk Costumes,” The 
New York Ukrainian Museum, www.ukrainianmuseum.org or 
 212-228-0110

May 15 Spring concert, Voloshky School, St. Michael 
Jenkintown, PA the Archangel
 www.voloshkyschool.com or https://mykhailivka.org

May 22 Family workshop, “Ukrainian Folk Tales,” The Ukrainian
New York Museum, www.ukrainianmuseum.org or 212-228-0110

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be publiashed at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

Some 40 Ukrainians registered for this 
race, but Russia’s invasion of Ukraine made 
it impossible for many to make it to Boston. 
Nearly all men age 18-60 have been barred 
from leaving Ukraine.

Out of some dozen Ukrainian entrants in 
the race, Molchanov was the first to cross 
the Boylston Street finish line, doing so in 
2:39:20 seconds.

Organizers of the Boston Marathon 
offered refunds or deferrals to Ukrainians 
who registered for this year’s race but 
could not attend. Athletes from Russia and 
Belarus were barred from participation. 
This was particularly relevant for 
Molchanov, who has a mother and grand-
mother living near Crimea, Ukraine.

The support for Ukraine and Ukrainian 
runners was visible along the route, with 
spectators waving Ukrainian flags, vocal 
cheering and flags draped over fencing at a 
few mile markers along the route. The 
race’s official colors happen to be blue and 
yellow, which matches Ukraine’s national 
colors. For the Ukrainian runners, it felt like 
a “home race.”

Igor Krytsak was one of the fortunate 
Ukrainian runners who received govern-
ment permission to leave for three days 
and run in the world’s oldest marathon 
race. The 33-year-old flew in from Kyiv for 
a brief stay in Boston. He waved a 
Ukrainian flag as he crossed the finish line.

Yaroslav Korolyk qualified for the race, 
but he was one of the young men who were 
not allowed to leave Ukraine. He was forced 
to follow the coverage of the race online 
from Ivano-Frankivsk, Ukraine. It was the 
second consecutive year that he missed the 
Boston Marathon after missing last year’s 
race due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Any disappointment and indignation he 
felt as a result of missing the race was nulli-
fied by the war. In a message to the 
Associated Press, Korolyk said it was “hard 
to think about running when another coun-
try is bombing your cities and civilians are 
dying.”

Korolyk began running marathons seven 
years ago. He has finished eight to date. The 
engineer now hopes to run a personal best 
in Boston next year.

Romanchuk wins wheelchair  
marathon

Ukrainian Daniel Romanchuk won the 
men’s wheelchair division for the second 
time, finishing the 2022 race in 1:26:58 
seconds after defending champion Marcel 
Hug did not start the race for an unknown 
reason. Romanchuk, who finished second 
last October in the 2021 Boston Marathon, 
won easily, grabbing an early lead that he 
never relinquished.

His first win came in 2019 when he 
became the youngest men’s wheelchair 
champion at the age of 20. He was the first 
American man to win the wheelchair race 
since 1993.

Romanchuk is Ukrainian on his father’s 
side. His father’s grandparents emigrated 
from Ukraine to Canada before eventually 
settling in the United States. Romanchuk 
was born in Mount Airy, Md., with spina 
bifida, a birth defect that affects the back-
bone and membranes around the spinal 
cord.

Romanchuk spoke with The Weekly 
about Russia’s war on Ukraine and what he 
has done to help Ukrainians.

“I have helped support close friends who 
are adopting a girl from an orphanage in 

the Zaporizhia region and were about to 
get her when Russia started the war,” 
Romanchuk told The Weekly on April 19.  
“This is heartbreaking for everyone and we 
are praying for her safety as well as for 
everyone else.”

“The atrocities Russia is committing are 
horrendous and I’ve been especially con-
cerned about the ability of disabled individ-
uals to evacuate to safety,” Romanchuk said. 
“To help with this, I’ve been supporting Joni 
and Friends, an organization that has been 
helping evacuate busloads of people with 
disabilities to Poland.”

Russians and Belarusians banned from 
Wimbledon

The All England Lawn Tennis and 
Croquet Club, which holds the Wimbledon 
Championships, announced that Russian 
and Belarusian players will not be permit-
ted to participate in this year’s tournament 
due to Russia’s war on Ukraine. The official 
word was that entries from players from 
these two countries will be declined “with 
deep regret.” The Association of Tennis 
Professionals (ATP) and the Women’s 
Tennis Association (WTA) did not agree 
with the April 20 decision.

Among players affected by the decision 
are men’s overall No. 2 Danil Medvedev and 
No. 8 Andret Rublev and women’s No. 4 
Aryna Sabalenka, Victoria Azarenka and 
Anastasia Pavluchenkova. Medvedev, 
Rublev and Pavluchenkova are from Russia; 
Sabalenka and Azarenka are from Belarus.

“We recognize that this is hard on the 
individuals affected, and it is with sadness 
that they suffer for the actions of the lead-
ers of the Russian regime,” All England Club 
Chairman Ian Hewitt told the United 
Kingdom’s PA Media.

“We have carefully considered the alter-
native measures that might be taken within 
the U.K. government guidance, but, given 
the high-profile environment of The 
Championships, the importance of not 
allowing sport to be used to promote the 
Russian regime and our broader concerns 
for public and player safety, we do not 
believe it is viable to proceed on any other 
basis at The Championships,” Hewitt said.

Wimbledon officials did say their deci-
sion could be reconsidered if circumstanc-
es “change materially” between now and 
June.

The All England Club and the Committee 
of Management of The Championships 
expressed their continuing support for all 
of the people impacted by the war in 
Ukraine. They further condemned Russia’s 
illegal actions and carefully considered the 
situation in relation to their obligations to 
the players, their community and to the 
broader U.K. public as a British sports insti-
tution.

The ATP reacted to the announcement 
by stating the decision could set a “damag-
ing precedent.” They argued that discrimi-
nation on the basis of nationality violates 
an agreement with Wimbledon that player 
entry is solely decided on the basis of ATP 
rankings.

The ATP added that players from Russia 
and Belarus will be permitted to compete 
at ATP events under a neutral flag, a posi-
tion that had been shared across profes-
sional tennis up to Wimbledon’s decision. 
At the same time, the ATP is continuing its 
humanitarian support for Ukraine under 
the Tennis Plays for Peace program.

The WTA joined the ATP in saying that 
players should not be penalized because of 
their nationality.

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@
sfgsports.com.

(Continued from page 16)

Ukrainian Pro...

And my hope is that these events, this 
event, creates the opportunity … of how we 
as a global community can better show up 
for you,” Prince Harry said, according to the 
Associated Press.

Ukraine won 16 medals at the 2022 
Invictus Games.

Gold medalists were Rodion Sitdnikov 
(shot put), Viktor Lehkodukh (shot put), 
Ihor Halushka (rowing), Andriy Badaruk 

(swimming) and Serhii Priadka (archery).
Winning silver medals were Artem 

Lukasuk (long jump), Lehkodukh (rowing), 
Halushka (rowing), Rustam Rosul (archery), 
and the trio of Serhiy Kalytiuk, Dmytro 
Afanasyev and Vasyl Stuzhenko in team 
archery.

Bronze medal winners included Oleksiy 
Bobchynets (1,500 run), Ivan Heretsun 
(long jump) and Anna-Sofia Puzanova 
(women’s archery), Badaruk (swimming) 
and Ivan Lepekha (swimming).

Ukraine also won four medals in rowing 
on simulator machines.

(Continued from page 16)

Invictus Games...

Be a welcomer

Welcome.US established a campaign 
called “Be a Welcomer” to provide detailed 
information about the Uniting for Ukraine 
program. That campaign provides informa-
tion about sponsors’ responsibilities and 
opportunities to donate to help in support 
of a beneficiary. Methods to volunteer to 
ensure a beneficiary’s successful resettle-
ment can be found on the Welcome.US web-
site, https://ukraine.welcome.us. Answers 
to frequently asked questions can be found 
at https://ukraine.welcome.us/explainer. 

When joining the Welcome Council, His 
Eminence Metropolitan Antony of the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the U.S.A. 
said, “The loss of human life, the destruc-
tion of the infrastructure of major 
Ukrainian cities can be defined not only as 
a crime against the peace-loving people of 
Ukraine, but against all of humanity. The 
UOC of the U.S.A. firmly believes that the 
United States of America can be a safe 

haven for Ukrainians during this time of 
war. The Church is excited to partner with 
Welcome.US and enable Americans to pro-
vide help and assistance to those in need. 
The hope is to build true cooperation 
across communities in order to build a 
durable capacity and ability to welcome 
refugees from Ukraine to the United States.”

Another member of the Welcome 
Council, Metropolitan Borys Gudziak of the 
Ukrainian Catholic Church, said, “We 
encourage the American government to 
make use of Ukrainian NGOs, and particular-
ly the Church, to distribute aid, thereby cut-
ting down on bureaucracy and administra-
tive expenses. Ukrainian Churches, religious 
organizations and Ukrainian society are 
standing together in solidarity, ready to sup-
port both those who have fled Ukraine and 
those who have stayed behind. We welcome 
the reception of refugees by the United 
States as a win-win, both for the homeless 
lovers of freedom as well as for America. We 
call on all Americans to become welcomers. 
The combined prayers, clarity and assis-
tance of the world can turn this crisis into a 
historical global turning point.”

(Continued from page 4)

NGO Welcome.US...

Visit our archive online: www.ukrweekly.com
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