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As Ukraine wins decisive battle for Kyiv, foreign 
diplomats return to the Ukrainian capital

by Bohdan Sereda

LVIV – Following Ukraine’s victory in a 
fierce and pitched battle to take the 
Ukrainian capital, the staffs of nearly 
three dozen foreign diplomatic missions 
have over the past week returned to their 
embassies in Kyiv.

Those staffs first moved to Lviv and 
later fled from Ukraine after Russia 
launched an unprovoked full-scale war 
on the country on February 24.

Ukrainian authorities have said they 
believe the return of foreign diplomatic 
missions to Kyiv is a positive sign for the 
country that the threat of the Russian 
military capturing the capital has passed. 
That said, they remain vigilant about 
Russian President Vladimir Putin’s inten-
tions, cautioning that there is still signifi-
cant danger for people who decide to 
return to the city.

As of May 5, more than 30 diplomatic 
missions have returned to Kyiv. They are 
protected by special units of the 
Ukrainian military who are guarding the 
capital.

Diplomats from Lithuania, Estonia, 
Latvia, France, Italy, Turkey and the 
European Union were among the first to 
return to Kyiv after Russia shifted its 
ground assault from the capital to 
regions in the east and south of Ukraine.

by Andrew Nynka

WALTHAM, Mass. – The House of 
Representatives on April 28 passed legisla-
tion to establish a lend-lease program that 
would make it easier for the U.S. to send 
more military aid to Ukraine.  The bill is 
now headed to the White House, where 
President Joe Biden is expected to sign the 
measure into law.

The bill, known as the Ukrainian Demo-
cracy Defense Lend-Lease Act, passed the 
House by a vote of 417-10.  All 10 no votes 
came from Republicans.

The legislation passed the Senate by a 
unanimous voice vote on April 6. It was first 
introduced by Sens. John Cornyn (R-Texas) 
and Ben Cardin (D-Md.) in January.

The legislation seeks to streamline the 
power Mr. Biden already has under the 
Arms Export Control Act to lend and lease 
military equipment to Ukraine, which has 
been defending itself in a war that has now 
largely shifted to the south and east of 
Ukraine, where Russia hopes to establish a 
land corridor along the Black Sea coast to 

Odesa, and perhaps even to the Russia-
occupied Moldovan region of Transdniester.

While Ukrainian forces have successfully 
repelled the Russian military from Kyiv and 
other major cities, the fight in the east is 
expected to favor the Russians.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelens-
kyy has repeatedly asked the West for more 
weapons and ammunition. If signed into 
law by Mr. Biden, the bill would speed the 
delivery of those weapons into the country 
by allowing the shipments to legally bypass 
export regulations that can slow the pro-
cess down.

“Ukrainian forces have demonstrated 
unbelievable strength and bravery, and we 
must again serve as the arsenal of democ-
racy and ensure they have the full range of 
resources necessary to defend their sover-
eignty,” Mr. Cornyn said in a statement after 
the House passed the measure.

“This legislation will be a game-changer 
for Ukraine, and I’m grateful to my House 
colleagues for recognizing its importance 

U.S. House approves lend-lease bill that would 
make it easier for military aid to reach Ukraine

Legislation now headed to Biden  
for president’s signature

Kyiv poised for more offensives as soon as 
heavier weapons arrive

(Continued on page 6)

by Mark Raczkiewycz

CHICAGO – Russia’s attempt of conquest 
in Ukraine continues to falter as the 
renewed invasion of the neighboring coun-

try is entering its 11th week. Any gains 
Russia is making in the two easternmost 
regions of Donetsk and Luhansk, as well as 

Ukraine counterattacks in Kharkiv region  
as Russia advances toward Slovyansk in Donetsk Oblast

(Continued on page 4)

 A Ukrainian soldier takes aim with a high-caliber machine gun at a fortified Russian 
position in the Donbas on May 5.

30th Separate Mechanized Brigade

by Mike Buryk

NORTH CALDWELL, N.J. – The former 
minister of finance of Ukraine, Natalie 
Jaresko, said she believes the cost to 
rebuild Ukraine after the war ends “could 
be up to $1 trillion,” adding that “this is 
going to be probably the largest single 
rebuilding plan in history.”

In an exclusive interview conducted for 
The Ukrainian Weekly’s “Krynytsya” pod-
cast, Ms. Jaresko said the damage done to 
Ukraine’s infrastructure is one massive 
concern. But the country’s economy has 
also suffered immensely.

“It is an economy being strangled, being 
suffocated by Russia. And it begins with 
obviously the incredible destruction that is 
occurring all over the country. Don’t be 
fooled. It’s not only in the east. And it is the 
blocking of the ports. So, our ability to 
export has been completely decimated,” 
said Ms. Jaresko, who served as Ukraine’s 
minister of finance from December 2014-
Arpil 2016.

“The economy is hanging on through the 
patriotism and the incredible strength of 
Ukrainian businesses who continue to try 

to do business in those regions that are not 
under constant attack,” Ms. Jaresko said.

And those attacks have decimated entire 
cities, such as Mariupol, and destroyed 
much of the infrastructure that provides 
citizens with the very basic requirements 
needed to live in Ukraine.

Former Ukrainian finance minister Jaresko says  
cost to rebuild Ukraine ‘could be up to $1 trillion’

(Continued on page 19)
(Continued on page 5)

Former Ukrainian Finance Minister 
Natalie Jaresko discussed Ukraine’s criti-
cal financial and economic challenges at 
the Brookings Institution in Washington 

in 2015.

File photo by Yaro Bihun

Bartosz Cichocki, Poland’s ambassa-
dor to Ukraine, has remained in Kyiv 
since the war started on February 24.

Wikipedia via Gov.pl
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Zelenskyy asks for help with evacuations

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelens-
kyy has asked the head of the United 
Nations to help save the lives of the remain-
ing Ukrainians trapped in the Azovstal steel 
plant in Mariupol. “The lives of the people 
who remain there are in danger. Everyone is 
important to us. We ask for your help in sav-
ing them,” Mr. Zelenskyy told United Nations 
(U.N.) Secretary General Antonio Guterres 
in a phone call on May 4. He called on the 
U.N. to “assist in the removal of all the 
wounded from Azovstal,” a statement from 
his office said. The statement came as 
Ukraine said that there were fierce battles 
with Russian troops at the plant, where 
Ukrainian soldiers had been holed up for 
weeks. Mr. Zelenskyy also thanked Mr. 
Guterres for evacuations earlier this week 
led by the U.N. and the International 
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), which 
he said brought more than 100 people out 
of the Azovstal complex to safety. “The 
whole world has learned about the role of 
the U.N. and the ICRC. This has shown that 
international organizations can be effective,” 
he said. He “expressed hope for a successful 
continuation of the ongoing evacuation 
operation.” (RFE/RL’s Ukrainain Service, 
based on reporting by Reuters and AFP)

Another activist flees Russia

Mikhail Nesvat, a Russian activist from 
the southwestern city of Novocherkassk, 
has fled Russia fearing for his safety amid 
an ongoing crackdown by the state on any-
one questioning Russia’s ongoing unpro-
voked invasion of Ukraine. Mr. Nesvat told 
RFE/RL on May 4 that he is currently in the 
United States where he has applied for 
political asylum. He said he reached the 
United States via Serbia, Turkey and 
Mexico. “I feared for my life and freedom 
[in Russia], because I was detained many 
times by law enforcement, including FSB 
[Federal Security Service] officers. They 
warned me that they would plant some-
thing on my belongings,” the 25-year-old 
activist and a member of the Libertarian 
Party said. The last time police detained Mr. 
Nesvat was on March 10 after he assisted 
activists in the city of Rostov-on-Don who 
had been detained at unsanctioned rallies 

against the war in Ukraine. The same 
month, Mr. Nesvat says FSB officers broke 
into his apartment and searched his home 
following a single-person protest against 
the war. Many activists, journalists and 
other people have left Russia for other 
countries since Russia launched its wide-
scale attack on Ukraine on February 24. On 
March 5, President Vladimir Putin signed a 
law that calls for lengthy prison terms for 
distributing “deliberately false information” 
about Russian military operations as the 
Kremlin seeks to control the narrative 
about its war in Ukraine. The law envisages 
sentences of up to 10 years in prison for 
individuals convicted of an offense, while 
the penalty for the distribution of “deliber-
ately false information” about the Russian 
Army that leads to “serious consequences” 
is 15 years in prison. It also makes it illegal 
“to make calls against the use of Russian 
troops to protect the interests of Russia” or 
“for discrediting such use” with a penalty of 
up to three years in prison. The same provi-
sion applies to calls for sanctions against 
Russia. (RFE/RL’s Caucasus.Realities)

Fiery traffic accident kills at least 16

A bus collided with a fuel truck on a road 
in western Ukraine and burst into flames 
on May 3, killing at least 16 people. The 
accident, which also injured six people, 
occurred in the Rivne region, the press ser-
vice of the National Police of Ukraine 
reported. “A fatal car accident involving a 
fuel truck, a shuttle bus and a car occurred 
today, May 3, at about 7:20 p.m. on the 
Kyiv-Chop highway near the village of Sitne, 
Dubna district,” a press service statement 
said. “As a result of the collision, the vehi-
cles caught fire. According to preliminary 
information, 16 people died. It is currently 
known about six injured,” the statement 
reads. In his daily address to the nation late 
on May 3, President Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
said a “terrible road accident” had taken 
place in the western Rivne region. He said 
the number of dead was 17, adding that 
there may be more victims as he expressed 
condolences to those who lost loved ones 
in the accident. The accident did not appear 
to be directly linked to Russia’s war on 

(Continued on page 14)

 NEWS ANALYSIS

by Pavel K. Baev
Eurasia Daily Monitor

The deadlocked war with Ukraine has 
pushed Russia into an irreconcilable dilem-
ma: it can neither accept reality nor keep 
denying it. This contradiction can be seen 
both in the official discourse on the unfold-
ing disaster and the societal response to it. 
As one example, rampant patriotic mobili-
zation persists alongside the pretense that 
normal life continues undisturbed. 
Likewise, there is the contrast between the 
climaxing intensity of official propaganda 
on the one hand, and the war (still being 
described as a “special military operation”) 
supposedly progressing according to plan, 
on the other hand. Finally, harsh repres-
sions have discouraged anti-war protests, 
but the prevalent Russian attitude is actual-
ly confused indifference to rather than 
active support for the country’s brutal 
aggression against its neighbor (Meduza.io, 
April 24). The bottom line is that neither 
the hysterical drum-beating nor the cynical 
minding of one’s own business is sustain-
able for much longer. And the approaching 
celebrations of May 9 Victory Day could 
mark the point where the neither-war-nor-
peace stance acquires a more definitively 
one-sided and perhaps more dangerous 
character.

For President Vladimir Putin, this tradi-
tional holiday has become a spectacle of 
sacred significance. Over the years, he has 
turned the day of remembrance of the 
Soviet nation’s great sacrifice into a cele-
bration of Russia’s superior military might. 
Last week (April 27), in St. Petersburg, he 
gave a preamble to the forthcoming milita-
ristic festivities in a speech reiterating the 
pledge to achieve all goals of the “special 

operation” in Ukraine and issuing a threat 
to deliver a “lightning-fast preventative 
counter-strike” against unnamed external 
forces that attempt to obstruct Russia’s 
intervention (Kommersant, April 27). This 
threat was only slightly elevated from his 
previous warning to the West about “con-
sequences you have never seen,” but it was 
supported this time by an expressed readi-
ness to use “instruments nobody can brag 
about” (Izvestia, April 27). The reference to 
nuclear capabilities remains barely hidden 
in these loose words, but actually crossing 
the nuclear threshold is a high-risk choice. 
Still, saber-rattling may be easier than the 
more conventional alternative: calling the 
war by its name and decreeing a full 
national mobilization necessary to win it 
(Svoboda.org, April 29).

Mobilization is, indeed, needed to sus-
tain Russia’s high-intensity military opera-
tions; but even a limited expansion of the 
draft and dragooning of reluctant reservists 
come at a high economic cost (Forbes.ru, 
April 26). The government is struggling to 
minimize the scale of damage caused by 
the sanctions and cuts of multiple supply 
chains, but it apparently cannot invent a 
better scenario than an extra-deep reces-
sion lasting at least two years (Nezavisi-
maya Gazeta, April 27). The conditions to 
prevent an economic collapse require the 
sustained inflow of petrol revenues, but the 
Kremlin is firmly set on using Gazprom as 
an “energy weapon” against the presum-
ably gas-addicted Europe, and each case of 
blackmail prompts the European Union to 
further curtail its consumption of Russian 
hydrocarbons (Novaya Gazeta, April 28). 
Meanwhile, the gang of “siloviki” (security 

by Yuri Lapaiev
Eurasia Daily Monitor

On April 22, Gen. Rustam Minnekayev, 
the acting commander of the Central 
Military District, announced that one of the 
goals of the second phase of Russia’s “spe-
cial military operation in Ukraine” is to gain 
full control of the Donbas and Ukraine’s 
south. According to him, achieving this 
objective would “ensure a land corridor to 
Crimea, control over vital objects of 
Ukraine’s economy” and grant Russia access 
to Transdniestria, the separatist region of 
Moldova occupied by Russian “peacekeep-
ing” forces since 1992 (Interfax, April 22; 
see Eurasia Daily Monitor, April 28).

The pronouncement by Mr. Minnekayev 
seemed to signal yet another shift in 
Russian rhetoric regarding the goals of 
President Vladimir Putin’s war against 

Ukraine, which, after giving up on captur-
ing Kyiv, had ostensibly refocused on taking 
the Donbas. At the same time, the Russian 
general’s public revelation, whether offi-
cially sanctioned or not, seems logical 
because Russian forces already occupy 
large parts of southern Ukraine’s Kherson 
and Zaporizhia provinces, including impor-
tant cities like Kherson (the only provincial 
center taken by Russians during the first 
phase of the current war), Nova Kahovka 
(the location of the North-Crimean Canal 
pump station and dam) and Berdyansk 
(one of the key ports on the Azov Sea and a 
place where the Ukrainian Navy had 
planned to build a new base).

Russian occupation of all of southeast-
ern Ukraine directly threatens the Myko-
layiv and Odesa provinces further west, 
which, if also lost, would cut Ukraine off 
from all access to international waters, 
striking a significant blow to the Ukrainian 
economy. As noted by Oleh Nivyevskiy, the 
vice president of the Kyiv School of 
Economics, Ukraine used to annually send 
more than 70 percent of its exports, worth 
$47 billion, via Black and Azov sea ports; so 
the Russian occupation and naval blockade 
costs the country nearly $170 million per 
day (Forbes, April 21). Consequently, Kyiv 
needs to not only prevent new coastal 

Escalation of lies and threats 
leaves Putin with two bad choices

Ukrainian guerillas: Fighting Russians  
in temporarily occupied territories
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Correction
A list of delegates to the Ukrainian 

National Association’s (UNA) 40th Regular 
Convention was printed in Ukrainian on 
page 5 of the April 10 issue of The 
Ukrainian Weekly. It should have been 
printed in English.  The list is being 
reprinted in English on page 8 of this issue 
of The Weekly.  The correction has been 
made online.
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Ukrainian Canadian singer-songwriter Chantal Kreviazuk unites with Ukraine
by Christopher Guly

OTTAWA – “It has been a very bad year 
for my people,” said Grammy Award-
winning singer and songwriter Chantal 
Kreviazuk in a recent conversation from 
her home in Los Angeles, where she lives 
with her husband, Our Lady Peace lead 
singer Raine Maida, and their three sons, 
Rowan, Lucca and Salvador.

Since last May, more than 1,000 
unmarked graves of children have been dis-
covered across Canada at the sites of for-
mer Indian residential schools, mainly run 
by the Catholic Church and funded by the 
Canadian government from 1876-1997.

An estimated 150,000 Indigenous chil-
dren attended the institutions, including 
Ms. Kreviazuk’s late maternal great-grand-
mother, Alice, who was of Métis descent – 
her ancestry was tied to Manitoba’s Peguis 
First Nation, whose members are Saulteaux 
(Ojibway) and Cree, and originate from 
Scotland’s Orkney islands.

The rest of Ms. Kreviazuk’s ethnic heri-
tage is Ukrainian, and the late-February 

Russian invasion of that part of her family’s 
homeland left her devastated, yet she has 
been motivated to help Ukraine defend 
itself against Russia’s brutal assault. 

Long involved as an ambassador for the 
peace-development organization War Child 
in both Canada and the United States, Ms. 
Kreviazuk has teamed up with Unite with 
Ukraine, a global fundraising initiative of 
the Ukrainian World Congress (UWC) to 
provide protective and medical equipment 
to Ukraine’s military forces.

The 48-year-old Winnipeg-born musi-
cian has been holding benefit concerts in 
such major Canadian cities as Toronto, 
Vancouver, Calgary and her hometown of 
Winnipeg to raise money to purchase non-
lethal equipment, including bulletproof 
vests. 

By April’s end, the UWC announced that 
it had shipped nearly 1,500 vests valued at 
$1.07 million (the vests typically cost 
between $900-$1,500 apiece) to various 
brigades and units throughout Ukraine.

“This is about giving people a chance to 
survive and defend what is rightfully theirs 
– and it is for me the best way we can help 
Ukraine. As someone who has cared about 
people in regions forgotten, this is person-
al,” said Ms. Kreviazuk, who has won three 
Juno awards (Canada’s version of the 
Grammys) and a humanitarian citation 
with her husband, Mr. Maida.

“I am not the kind of person to do noth-
ing at all in any situation – so certainly [I’m] 
not [going to do nothing in] this one,” Ms. 
Kreviazuk said.

She acknowledged that she “took for 
granted” that the Ukrainian side of her eth-
nic heritage was stable, and that “the 
underdog of me – the Métis side – needed 
championing.”

That is not to suggest that her Ukrainian 
pride was never strong, as she quickly 
pointed out that she chose to retain her 
family name.

“I never wanted to change my name. 
People would say, ‘Why don’t you get rid of 
that Kreviazuk.’ And I would say, ‘Those are 

my people; that’s where I come from,’” said 
Ms. Kreviazuk, who has collaborated with 
such music superstars as fellow Canadian 
Drake (with whom she won Best Rap 
Album in 2013 for “Take Care”), Christina 
Aguilera, Kendrick Lamar, Pink and one-
time Canadian resident Carrie Underwood.

Her paternal great-grandfather Nicholas 
came to Canada at the turn of the 20th cen-
tury and settled in Lockport, Manitoba, a 
community 17 miles north of Winnipeg. His 
farmhouse remains there with a family 
member still living in it.

While Ms. Kreviazuk still knows a “few 
key phrases” in Ukrainian from her child-
hood, she has never recorded any 
Ukrainian songs nor visited Ukraine.

“Last time I was in Iraq for War Child – 
about three or four years ago – I told the 
founder, Sam [Samantha Nutt], the next 
time we are here, we are stopping in 
Ukraine and Poland on the way home,” she 
said, adding that she has family from her 
paternal Ukrainian side in the Kyiv area.

“When – and if – this ends, War Child 
will have a presence in Ukraine because 
there will be work that needs to be done 
helping people rehabilitate and with skills, 
if fathers and husbands are gone,” Ms. 
Kreviazuk said.

To help facilitate that conclusion, Ms. 
Kreviazuk wants to see Russian President 
Vladimir Putin’s regime “dismantled.”

“The volatility is just so beyond danger-
ous at this point for many, not just in 
Ukraine, which is getting a taste of Putin’s 
disingenuousness and madness,” she said. 
“He doesn’t have an honest bone in his 
body. He’s doesn’t have any integrity.”

For a lifelong pacifist who wouldn’t hurt 
a fly, Ms. Kreviazuk sees Putin as a threat to 
“all sentient beings” and is unequivocal 
about her hopes for Putin’s fate.

“Someone’s got to take him out because 
if they don’t, I don’t see how it ends ever,” 
Ms. Kreviazuk said.

“His people are suffering, and that’s not 
right for the Russian people either. They’re 
being misled and being lied to, and mothers 

are losing their sons. It’s horrific,” she said, 
adding that the nuclear threat from his 
administration also poses a cataclysmic 
environmental risk.

“If this was Hitler, you would just say it – 
he’s got to go,” said Ms. Kreviazuk.

“If somebody walked into a mall and 
started shooting people, the cops would 
come in and take him out.”

She credited her friend, Canadian Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau and his Liberal 
government with “doing their best” to help 
Ukraine at a time of great need.

“I don’t doubt he’s doing everything he 
can,” Ms. Kreviazuk said.

The ongoing war Ukrainians face and 
the historic injustice Canada’s Indigenous 
peoples have endured have also given Ms. 
Kreviazuk pause to reflect on her multicul-
tural background. 

“Ukrainians came over after escaping 
the Stalin situation in Ukraine and part-
nered with Indigenous people to help build 
families and communities in Canada,” she 
said.

Ms. Kreviazuk is scheduled to perform in 
Ottawa on Canada Day, July 1, as part of a 
tribute to Ukraine.

Chantal Kreviazuk as seen in 2020.
Carl Lessard

Chantal Kreviazuk snapped a selfie of 
herself wearing a bulletproof vest in 

2022.

Chantal Kreviazuk

provinces from coming under Russian con-
trol, but it also needs to liberate the rest of 
its southern territory in order to have any 
hope of restarting its international trade-
dependent economy.

One tool Ukraine may have to rely on if it 
hopes to free Kherson, Zaporizhia and 
beyond is the National Resistance system, 
which was officially launched on January 1 
of this year (Liga Zakon, January 4). The 
associated law was adopted by the 
Ukrainian parliament and signed by 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy on July 16, 
2021, officially creating a coordinated 
approach to national resistance (Ukrinform, 
July 16, 2021).

Ukraine’s National Resistance system 
consists of three elements: Territorial 
Defense (locally based conventional 
defense formations – see EDM, December 
1), a partisan-like Resistance Movement 
(RM) and military training for all people of 
Ukraine (Army Inform, January 2). The 
Resistance Movement is expected to oper-
ate in temporarily occupied territories and 
is coordinated by the Special Operation 
Forces of the Ukrainian Armed Forces (UA 
SOF). The RM has the following tasks: pre-
paring citizens to resist the aggressor, dis-
rupting enemy activities and participating 
in special operations (Defense Express, 
August 4, 2021). Members of this move-

ment enjoy benefits similar to UA SOF oper-
ators, like concealed identities and protec-
tion for their close family members. Also, 
they undergo specialized training under 
special forces instructors that goes far 
beyond the basic preparation given to army 
reservists (Facebook.com/usofcom, August 
3, 2021).

Although the RM was still in the process 
of being set up when Russia’s full-scale re-
invasion of Ukraine began on February 24, 
these guerilla forces’ development contin-
ued even amidst the war. And according to 
UA SOF Command, those efforts have 
already shown results in the territories 
Russia has occupied since hostilities 
exploded (Novinarnia, March 29; see 
below).

In order to coordinate and support the 
actions of RM cells operating behind enemy 
lines and to involve more people in the 
resistance, the UA SOF launched a special 
website on March 7, the “Center of National 
Resistance.” The site provides numerous 
theoretical and practical articles and infor-
mational videos for potential Ukrainian 
guerilla fighters, including advice on cyber-
security, destroying enemy equipment, psy-
chological operations and tactical medicine. 
But it also contains information on non-vio-
lent resistance for those not ready take up 
weapons themselves (Sprotyv.mod.gov.ua, 
accessed April 29). The website additional-
ly allows Ukrainian users to anonymously 
send intelligence reports on Russian forces, 
which later are checked and reported to 

Ukrainian military units.
This approach is allegedly proving its 

effectiveness. According to the Ukrainian 
Ministry of Defense, RM members have 
captured several Russian military vehicles 
and soldiers (Sprotyv.mod.gov.ua, April 5). 
And with the help of coordination and tar-
geting provided by UA SOF, they notably 
seized a Russian Rtut-BM electronic war-
fare (EW) station (Sprotyv.mod.gov.ua, 
March 19). Local guerilla fighters have also 
contributed to correcting artillery strikes of 
the regular Armed Forces (Sprotyv.mod.
gov.ua, April 17) and cooperated with the 
UA SOF on eliminating high-priority targets 
(Sprotyv.mod.gov.ua, April 13). Such sup-
port, for example, made it possible for the 
UA SOF to destroy a vital bridge deep inside 
the Russian-occupied zone, near the small 
eastern city of Izyum (Novynarnia, April 
14).

Numerous examples also abound of non-
violent actions against the Russian occupi-
ers, like spreading leaflets in Kherson and 
Melitopol (Sprotyv.mod.gov.ua, April 21, 
23) or tearing down a Russian flag in the 
village of Yakimivka (Melitopol district, 
Zaporizhia province) (YouTube, April 21). 
Local residents have also refused to partici-
pate in delivering Russian “humanitarian 
aid” and shunned collaboration with the 
occupier, making it harder for Russia to 
establish a fully operational municipal 
administration (Sprotyv.mod.gov.ua, April 
20).

The Ukrainian Resistance Movement has 

already distorted Russian plans but could 
play an even more significant role in future 
battles by making additional trouble for the 
occupying forces. According to Kyiv’s cur-
rent strategy, the Ukrainian military will 
focus on several directions at the same time 
– defending controlled territories with reg-
ular forces, while the UA SOF, together with 
RM units, conduct raids in the occupier’s 
rear zone. Further small tactical steps – 
though with potentially large operational 
or even strategic influence on the Russian 
forces – can also be expected, including 
attacks on high-priority targets like EW and 
communication stations, ammunition and 
fuel supplies, roads, bridges or airfields. In 
such cases, RM cells could prove essential 
due to their presumed knowledge of local 
territories and ability to blend in with the 
civilian population. Those raids could be 
combined with efforts to undermine the 
morale of Russian soldiers, like spreading 
leaflets or organizing pro-Ukrainian pro-
tests. All this should lay the ground for a 
faster liberation of the temporarily occu-
pied territories but also save manpower 
and resources for Ukraine. Successful resis-
tance behind the lines could undermine the 
numerical and firepower advantage of the 
Russian forces and slow down or even stop 
possible advances in southern Ukraine.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)

Ukrainian guerillas...
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in the south, are coming with heavy casualties, daily British 
intelligence situational reports say. 

Russian forces are lacking in manpower, having lost 
about a quarter of its initial invasion force, but it maintains 
the advantage in weaponry, regular reports from the 
Pentagon’s press pool said over the week. Inversely, 
Ukraine has enough soldiers with which to defend its land 
but it lacks additional long-range firepower and other 
weapons, such as sophisticated air-defense systems to 
intercept incoming rockets. 

Valery Zaluzhny, commander-in-chief of the Armed 
Forces of Ukraine, said on May 5 that his country needs 
more multiple-launch rocket systems after speaking with 
his U.S. counterpart, Gen. Mark Milley. 

Earlier in the week, President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said 
Ukraine’s military is using what additional weaponry it is 
receiving from the West to launch counterattacks to push 
back Russian forces. 

“The Ukrainian military is no longer retreating. They 
managed to stop the offensive of the Russian troops,” he said 
at the Wall Street Journal CEO Council Summit.  “In some 
sections of the front line, Ukrainian fighters began to move 
forward, and where not yet, they are waiting for equipment 
from the West to start pushing out the Russians.”

Battlefield successes were seen near Kharkiv, Ukraine’s 
second most populous city. Ukraine’s military said it 
pushed back Russian forces 25 miles northeast and east of 
the city, fulfilling two objectives. After ousting Russian sol-
diers from a string of villages while regaining strategic ter-
rain, Ukraine saw the number of Russian shells hitting 
Kharkiv drop to about five per day. 

“Ten days ago, there were 50 to 80 Russian shelling and 
rocket attacks on Kharkiv every day,” the Wall Street 
Journal reported. 

Another potential success is to cut off Russian supply 
lines in the area of Izyum, a Kharkiv regional city that bor-

ders the Luhansk and Donetsk regions. U.S. and British 
intelligence noted in the past week that, after Ukrainian 
strikes on a Russian command post in the area, which 
reportedly killed a general and wounded Russian Army 
Chief of Staff Valery Gerasimov, the Russian advance has 
also slowed. 

Still, the Russians are gaining incremental ground 
toward the critical Donetsk regional town of Slovyansk by 
advancing from Izyum and from the east via Lyman in the 
Luhansk region. The principal salient point in the area is 
the Siversky Donets River. Russia still appears to be trying 
to encircle Ukrainian forces in one or several pockets of the 
Donbas. 

On May 5 alone, Ukraine’s armed forces reported repel-
ling 11 attacks in the Donbas. Eight Russian tanks were 
destroyed, as were 11 infantry fighting vehicles and five 
transport vehicles. Seven Orlan-10 tactical drones were 
also shot down. 

In the south, the Ukrainian military reported freeing 
several villages that border the Mykolayiv and Kherson 
regions. 

The situation at the last bastion of defense in Mariupol, 
Donetsk region’s second most populous city, remains dire. 
An unknown number of combined forces of Marines, 
National Guardsmen, Border Guards, Police and Security 
Service officers are holding out in the vast tunnels and bun-
kers of the Azovstal steel plant near the Azov Sea. 

About 200 civilians are believed to be trapped their as 
well, Mariupol Mayor Vadym Boychenko said on May 5. 

The defenders are almost depleted of ammunition and 
basic medicines to treat the wounded, while food and 
water shortages are acute. 

New evidence uncovered by the Associated Press this 
week says that Russian bombing of the Donetsk Academic 
Regional Drama Theater in Mariupol killed closer to 600 
people, about half more than was previously estimated. 

The investigation “refutes Russian claims that the the-
ater was demolished by Ukrainian forces or served as a 

Ukrainian military base,” the AP reported on May 4. It was 
destroyed by Russian air attacks on March 16. 

Russian frustration

Kremlin spokesperson Dmitri Peskov noted on May 5 
that Western supplies of weapons to Ukraine have imped-
ed Russia’s military objectives in Ukraine. Russia initially 
invaded the country in 2014 by forcibly seizing Ukraine’s 
Crimean Peninsula and occupying certain parts of the 
Donbas territories.

CNN and Business Insider cited Western officials this 
week saying that Kremlin tyrant Vladimir Putin wants to 
see faster battlefield results ahead of May 9 when Russia 
commemorates Victory in Europe day over Germany dur-
ing World War II. The anonymous intelligence officials said 
that either an official declaration of war against Ukraine 
will be announced or a call-up of men aged up to 55-60 
years will be ordered, or both.

On February 24, a full-scale invasion was launched that 
ultimately failed after Russian forces retreated from the 
Kyiv area in late March and early April. Now, Russia is con-
centrating forces in the east and south. 

Overnight on May 3-5, almost every Ukrainian region 
heard air raid sirens as dozens of Russian cruise missiles 
were launched. They struck oil depots and rail infrastruc-
ture. The main objective of the strikes is “the destruction of 
logistical routes to provide military and technical assis-
tance to Ukraine,” Gen. Zaluzhniy said. 

Addressing the nightly bombardments, Mr. Zelenskyy 
said on May 4 that Russia “was venting its powerlessness” 
due to its failures on the battlefield “because they can’t beat 
Ukraine.”

Foreign Affairs Minister Dmytro Kuleba amplified the 
response to the rocket attacks on May 4 by saying, “the 
only thing that will break down in the end is Russia and its 
capacity to invade, bomb, murder, loot and rape.”

A Ukrainian official told Foreign Policy magazine “that 
Russia has destroyed or badly damaged an anti-ship mis-
sile facility near Kyiv, the Malyshev tank factory in Kharkiv 
and heavy industrial complexes in the cities of Kharkiv, 
Mariupol and Mykolaiv. The Ukrainians are in especially 
dire need of multiple launch rocket systems, artillery, tanks 
and armored personnel vehicles because of Russian strikes 
against their facilities.”

Russia was thought to be a superior military force, sec-
ond only to the U.S. or China, but has been shamed into los-
ing five naval vessels since February 24 to Ukraine’s virtu-
ally non-existent navy. 

As recent as May 2, two Raptor assault boats were sunk 
by war drones near occupied Snake Island in the Black Sea 
– a command post and anti-air defense system on the 
island was also reportedly struck. 

Russia’s flagship Black Sea fleet vessel, the Moskva 
cruiser, was sunk on April 13 by two Ukrainian-built 
Neptune anti-ship rockets. An Alligator class landing ship 
was destroyed on March 24 by a ballistic missile and on 
March 22 a Raptor assault boat was struck with a Kornet 
anti-tank missile, Naval News reported. 

Still, Russia has been launching rockets from both the 
Azov and Black seas at Mariupol and Odesa, a city of about 
1 million people. 

More sanctions, weapons

The European Union (EU) is proposing a sixth package 

(Continued from page 1)

Ukraine counterattacks...

(Continued on page 5)

A situational and tactical war map shows the state of the Russian military’s efforts to advance (red arrows) on east-
ern Ukraine.

A situational map shows the state of the war that the Russian military launched on Ukraine as of May 5.

Courtesy of militaryland.net

British Defense Intelligence

 A graphic shows the estimated Russian combat losses in 
Ukraine from February 24-May 4.

Euromaidan Press
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Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy used a portion of his nightly 
video address to thank the diplomats who 
have begun to return to Kyiv.

“I would like to note that diplomatic rep-
resentatives of other states are returning to 
the capital together with Kyiv residents. I 
am sincerely grateful to the friends of 
Ukraine who support us exactly as we need 
it now,” said Mr. Zelenskyy, adding that the 
moves marked an important symbolic and 
diplomatic gesture.

Mr. Zelenskyy also appealed to other for-
eign missions for them to return to the 
Ukrainian capital.

“This is also about courage. And I look 
forward to the opportunity to have a meet-
ing with everyone who is with us, with all 
who are brave. Come back and work with 
all of the diplomats who have returned to 
our capital and continue to work,” Mr. 
Zelenskyy said last month in urging diplo-
mats to return to Kyiv.

“The presence of foreign diplomatic mis-
sions in Kyiv is a part of the normal work of 
embassies, and it is a clear signal to the 
aggressor that Kyiv is our capital – not the 
provincial city of Russia, but the Ukrainian 
capital,” Mr. Zelenskyy said.

On April 25, U.S. Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken and Secretary of Defense 
Lloyd Austin, announced during a meeting 
with Mr. Zelenskyy in Kyiv that U.S. 
Embassy staff would be returning to 
Ukraine.

U.S. diplomats left the embassy in Kyiv 
almost two weeks before the full-scale war 
began on February 24. They first moved to 
Lviv, but once the war started they moved 
further west to Poland.

A State Department spokesman said U.S. 
diplomats will first make day trips into Lviv 
from Poland starting in mid-May.  They are 
working to return to Kyiv by the end of May, 
the spokesman said.

On May 2, U.S. Charge d’Affairs Kristina 
Kvien, who is currently the highest ranking 
U.S. diplomat assigned to the embassy in 
Ukraine, returned to the country for the 
first time since the war started on February 
24.

“Two days before Russia launched its 
horrific attack on Ukraine, I stood here in 
this square and said that President Putin’s 
flagrant disrespect for international laws 
and norms would be met by a forceful 
response from the United States, our allies 
and partners,” Ms. Kvien said during a press 
briefing in Lviv’s Rynok Square.

“My team and I have been working day 
and night from Poland to facilitate the flow 

of security and humanitarian assistance to 
Ukraine, help American citizens in need 
and tell the story of Ukraine’s heroism,” she 
said.

Ms. Kvien emphasized that American 
diplomats are thrilled to be back in Ukraine 
and they will continue their efforts to do 
everything possible to help Ukraine win the 
war. She also mentioned U.S. President Joe 
Biden’s announcement of an additional $33 
billion in assistance for Ukraine.

“As our support continues to expand, we 
look forward to working with the Ukrainian 
government, civil society and international 
organizations on the ground in Lviv and 
Kyiv to maximize the impact of our assis-
tance. We look forward to continuing our 
close collaboration with the Ukrainian gov-
ernment, humanitarian partners and oth-
ers to ensure Ukraine can continue to pre-
vail in this historic struggle,” Ms. Kvien said 
during a press briefing on May 2.

But not all foreign diplomats need to 
plan their return to Kyiv. 

Bartosz Cichocki, Poland’s ambassador 
to Ukraine, has not left the city since the 
war started. Mr. Cichocki told the Polish 
Press Agency (PAP) that he did not want to 
leave his post because he felt doing so 
would affect Ukrainian morale.

“There are things you can’t do at a dis-
tance. Leaving is something that could 
weaken the morale of Ukrainians,” Mr. 
Cichocki said, adding that he has main-
tained contact with members of the 
Ukrainian government and other Western 
diplomats throughout the course of the 
war.

Mr. Cichocki’s continued presence in 
Kyiv was also important in maintaining 
communication between Polish President 
Andrzej Duda and Mr. Zelenskyy.

Officials in Poland, which has been sup-
plying weapons to Kyiv since 2014 when 
Russia invaded Ukraine, believe they must 
help defend Ukraine.

“If Russia succeeds here, we will be 
next,” said Mr. Cichocki, referring to the war 
in Ukraine.

Some diplomats, including Boštjan 
Lesjak, the chargé d’affaires of the Republic 
of Slovenia in Ukraine, did not leave the 
capital until later in the war. They returned 
to their embassies in Kyiv when Russian 
shelling of the capital significantly 
decreased.

“When I returned to Kyiv there were 
many checkpoints and military [personnel] 
on the streets, but almost no people. For 
the next five days, I heard from Irpin and 
Bucha the sounds of heavy shelling and 
sirens of air alarms. After April 2, when the 
Ukrainian army drove out Russian troops, 
everything stopped, and I am very happy,” 
Mr. Lesjak said, according to the Ukrainian 
television channel 1+1.

Valdemaras Sarapinas, Lithuania’s 
ambassador to Ukraine, was one of the first 
ambassadors to return to the capital. He 
said he often had to run to bomb shelters 
when air raid sirens sounded.

“By the way, I became the first foreign 
ambassador to return to Kyiv, but I do not 
consider myself a champion because two 
ambassadors – my colleague from Poland 
and … a Vatican representative who is also 
Lithuanian – have not left Kyiv since the 
war began,” said Mr. Sarapinas, referring to 
Archbishop Visvaldas Kulbokas, the Holy 
See’s ambassador to Ukraine.

And while the embassies were empty of 
diplomatic staff, they were nonetheless 
heavily protected by Ukraine’s National 
Guard. No foreign embassy in Ukraine has 

been damaged during the war, but 
Ukraine’s National Guard would not say 
whether there were attempts by saboteurs 
to penetrate foreign diplomatic missions.

On May 4, the Swedish Ambassador to 
Ukraine Tobias Thyberg announced that he 
was back in Ukraine’s capital.

“The embassy team is back where we 
belong: in Kyiv, supporting Ukraine and its 
heroic citizens as they defend the freedom 
of their country and freedom in Europe,” 
Mr. Thyberg said on Twitter.

The Ambassador of the Netherlands to 
Ukraine Jennes de Mol, together with a 
small group of employees of the embassy, 
also returned to Kyiv.

“More and more countries are sending 
their diplomats back to Kyiv. The ambassa-
dor of the Netherlands also returned to the 
Ukrainian capital after his stay in Lviv,” the 
Netherlands said in a statement, noting 
that their staff returned to Kyiv by traveling 
through the city’s war-ravaged suburbs.

“It’s horrible to see people being 
attacked and cities being razed to the 
ground. It is very painful to see something 
dear to you suffering so much, that people 
are suffering so much,” Mr. de Mol told the 
Dutch Broadcasting Foundation (NOS).

Mr. de Mol said that returning to the cap-
ital was important because it he believes it 
is essential for his staff to maintain contact 
with Ukrainian government officials, but he 
also noted that it remains dangerous to 
work in Kyiv.

He also noted that his staff will continue 
to work on humanitarian aid and recon-
struction issues, in which the Netherlands 
is involved, and on investigations into 
whether war crimes were committed by 
the Russian military in Ukraine.

“It has to do with logistics, security – 
there are all kinds of practical issues that 
need to be resolved, and we, as an embassy,   
of course, are involved in this,” Mr. de Mol 
said.

British diplomats have also returned to 
Kyiv following Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson visit to Ukraine in mid-April.

“It was a long drive, but worth going the 
distance. So good to be in Kyiv again,” 
Melinda Simmons, the British ambassador 
to Ukraine, tweeted on April 29. She posted 
a picture of the Union Jack at the British 
embassy in Ukraine.

Canadian Ambassador to Ukraine Larisa 
Galadza will also return to Ukraine, 
Canadian Foreign Affairs Minister Melanie 
Joly said on May 4.

“Our goal is to restore the diplomatic 
presence in Ukraine. I can confirm that 
Larisa Galadza, who was our ambassador 
to Ukraine and is currently in the south of 
Poland, will return,” Ms. Joly said, though 
she did not provide a date for that return.

of sanctions against Russia since February 
24. The European Commission, the execu-
tive branch of the political and economic 
bloc, says it wants to impose an oil embar-
go that would gradually be phased in by the 
end of this year. 

Hungary, and other countries like 
Bulgaria and Slovakia who are heavily reli-
ant on Russian fossil fuels, are asking for 
exemptions. Hungary, in particular, said it 
would still veto the proposal, which 
requires unanimous approval by all 27 EU 
member states. 

The International Energy Agency says 
Hungary received more than half of its 
crude oil product imports from Russia in 
2021. And more than 30 percent of Russia’s 
state coffers are filled by exporting oil, nat-
ural gas and coal.

The proposal also seeks to sanction 

high-ranking military personnel and other 
officials who committed war crimes in 
Ukraine, Ukraine Business News Reported. 
The restrictive measures would disconnect 
Russia’s biggest lender, state-owned 
Sberbank, from the SWIFT system, as well 
as two other Russian banks.

A World War II-era program known as 
lend-lease was passed on April 28 by the 
U.S. bicameral legislature. It simplifies pro-
cedures for transferring critical military 
equipment and other supplies to Ukraine 
by reducing bureaucratic hurdles. It now 
requires U.S. President Joe Biden’s signa-
ture. 

Britain announced another $375 million 
in further assistance to Ukraine over the 
past week. While addressing the Verkhovna 
Rada remotely, British Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson said “Ukraine will win; Ukraine 
will be free.”

He said some of the military aid will 
include Brimstone anti-ship missiles and 
Stormer anti-aircraft systems.

(Continued from page 1)

As Ukraine wins...

Charge d’Affairs Kristina Kvien (second from the left), the highest-ranking U.S. dip-
lomat assigned to the embassy in Ukraine, spoke to reporters in Lviv’s Rynok Square 

on May 2. She was joined by Lviv Mayor Andriy Sadovyi (third from the left).

U.S. Embassy in Ukraine

(Continued from page 4)

Ukraine counterattacks...

A graphic shows the four naval vessels Russia lost since February 24 and the weapons 
Ukraine used to destroy them.

Naval News
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News from the Azovstal steel plant in Mariupol, Ukraine, has grown increasing 
dire and grim. “Russian occupiers are focusing on blocking and trying to destroy 
Ukrainian units in the Azovstal area,” the Ukrainian Army said in a statement on May 
5, 10 weeks into the war. “With the support of aircraft, Russia resumed the offensive 
in order to take control of the plant.”

According to various news reports, Russian soldiers have now begun storming 
the sprawling complex, which has been home to some 2,000 Ukrainian fighters and 
a few hundred civilians who have taken shelter in the tunnels and bunkers deep 
beneath the surface for months. Ukraine’s Deputy Prime Minister Iryna Vereshchuk 
met with some of the civilians who were able to get out of Azovstal.  She said that 
more than 150 people have been evacuated, but she said hundreds of civilians still 
remain in the plant.

One unnamed woman who was evacuated spoke with journalists in Zaporizhia 
about what people went through before being released by the Russian military.

“There were very thorough searches [by the Russian forces],” she said. “We had to 
take our clothes off and they examined our scares and tattoos.  They looked under-
neath women’s underwear. They checked all the bags, all the phones and read all of 
our messages. Women who had friends among the military or police were threat-
ened. They said they’d go after them. They promised to send their husbands’ heads 
in boxes. It was crazy, to be honest.”

“Dead bodies are lying on a slag pile,” another woman told Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty. “There are many injured.  They are begging to be taken out.”

The Ukrainian soldiers who are still inside the plant have said they will not surren-
der. In a video posted on Telegram, Azov commander Maksym Zhorin said that for the 
second day in a row, Russian forces had broken into the “territory of the plant.”

“I think they are trying to catch some of us alive before May 9 and send us to the 
parade in cages,” another soldier said in a text message shared on social media. 
“Forget about us, we won’t get out of here.”

“These men are held there and they are told that they will be made to wear the 
Ukrainian (military) uniform and to participate in a so-called ‘war-prisoners parade’ 
in Mariupol because they [the Russians] lack actual prisoners of war,” said Petro 
Andryushchenko, an adviser to the city’s mayor. “It will be a grotesque crowd scene 
for another propaganda image.”

As awful as the situation is inside the steel plant, the people who remain there 
have shown unbelievable courage. On May 5, CNN obtained video from inside 
Azovstal showing individuals in near darkness singing the March of the New Army, a 
song that has become the battle hymn of those defending Ukraine.

“There is a great truth that unites us all; our proud call is carried to the people: Be 
faithful until the death; for us, Ukraine is above all else,” one female soldier dressed 
in camouflage sings as she holds what appears to be a high-powered rifle. “The glory 
of our heroes leads us to battle, and this highest order we shall fulfill. For a united 
and independent Ukrainian nation, from the San to the Caucasus, forever only one.”

As she finishes singing, she turns to the camera and smiles.  Another man, pre-
sumably the person taking the cell phone video, says, “This is how we’re fighting in 
the city of heroes, the city of Mariupol.”

The Ukrainian Weekly

Seventeen years ago, on May 9, 2005, the Russian Federation 
marked the 60th anniversary of the Allied victory in Europe in 
World War II. Controversy surrounded the celebrations in 
Moscow, with debate over the role of the former Soviet Union as 
a partner of the Western allies.

David Marples, in a commentary for The Ukrainian Weekly, 
asked, “Why is there such diversity of opinions on a war that brought some 61 million 
deaths worldwide? Why is it impossible to reach a consensus today on what happened?”

War losses for the Soviet Union were estimated at 25.6 million (some sources reported 
a higher figure), accounting for nearly 50 percent of total losses worldwide, Mr. Marples 
added, noting that the Axis occupation of Belarus and Ukraine brought proportionately 
more deaths than for any other single region of occupation.

Following the Allied victory, Mr. Marples continued, “the Soviets developed a myth of a 
united anti-Fascist struggle that belied certain realities: that the border populations had for 
the most part welcomed the German invaders, particularly after the Soviet NKVD massacred 
the prison populations before retreating; and that the Soviet leadership under Stalin and 
Zhukov intimidated and persecuted their own officers in the early months of the war, caus-
ing thousands of unnecessary casualties rather than order retreat from encirclements.”

The Germans were found guilty of war crimes, but “throughout the war, the Allies pre-
ferred to ignore Soviet atrocities in a common effort against the Axis powers. … Once out-
side Soviet territory, the Red Army went on a rampage that left some 3 million dead, an 
orgy of revenge that affected mainly civilians and refugees, while in the borderlands civil 
wars broke out as early as 1943, resulting in brutal massacres on both sides.”

“Alongside the epic and brutal German-Soviet struggle was a series of ‘mini-wars,’ while 
the Soviet advance left most of Eastern Europe under Moscow’s control for the next four 
decades, partly with the compliance of the Western allies,” Mr. Marples explained. “The 
war represented for many citizens little more than a change of occupants, and it ended 
with the complete victory of one dictator over another. ... On the one hand, the victory of 
the West owed everything to the triumph of the Red Army; but on the other, the relentless 
drive of the Red Army into the heart of Europe only strengthened the regime of Stalin, a 
man who remains hero to some, while to others he was the perpetrator of appalling 
crimes against his own people.”

Source: “Understanding the Great Patriotic War,” by David Marples, The Ukrainian 
Weekly, May 22, 2005.
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Turning the pages back...

The heroic hold of Azovstal

Dear Editor:
The letters in the last two issues of your 

worthy newspaper – “Azov unit fighting for 
same freedoms that Western nations hold 
dear,” by Andriy (Andy) Pawlowych (April 
24) and “In Russia’s war on Ukraine, words 
do matter,” by Ihor Strutynsky (May 1) – 
have struck a resonant note with this read-
er and undoubtedly with many others. A 
common thread connects both authors: the 
importance of truth and accuracy in report-
ing. The latter addresses the incorrect clas-
sification of the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine, commonly found in the “main-
stream” media; the former highlights the 

less-frequent, but malicious, labeling of the 
he roic  Azov  S p ecia l  O p e ra t ions 
Detachment of the National Guard of 
Ukraine. While both transgressions need to 
be rectified, the sin of besmirching the 
heroes of Mariupol, in my judgment, is 
more serious, especially since it is usually 
intentional. References to the Azov 
Battalion as neo-Nazis whose members 
wear neo-Nazi and SS symbols, Israeli mer-
cenaries, or comparing it to ISIS must not 
be tolerated in our country nor the rest of 
the free world. 

Myroslav R. Serbyn
Rockville, Md.

Besmirching the heroes of Mariupol must not be tolerated
 LETTER TO THE EDITOR

and quickly sending it to the president’s 
desk,” Mr. Cornyn said.

The United States last used the lend-
lease program during World War II when it 
provided assistance to allied countries in 
their fight against Nazi Germany.  Much of 
that support went to the Soviet Union and 
Great Britain.

“It is a real moment in history that we 
are back on this House floor supporting 
lend-lease,” said Rep. French Hill (R-Ark.). 
He added that he believed the “Churchillian 
idea” would speed shipments of military 
aid to Ukraine just as the original law 
helped the U.S. speed aid it was sending to 
Britain in its fight against Adolf Hitler dur-
ing World War II.

“Today we find ourselves in a very simi-
lar situation with Putin systematically 
bombing and shelling the peaceful villages 
and cities of Ukraine,” Mr. Hill said.

U.S. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
(D-Calif.) also noted the historical signifi-
cance of the moment, arguing that the war 
in Ukraine is a global fight between democ-
racy and autocracy.

Ms. Pelosi echoed the call made by then 
U.S. President Franklin D. Roosevelt for 
Americans to provide the means for the 
Allies to keep the light of democracy burn-
ing throughout the world.

“Our task today remains the same,” she 
said. “The Ukrainian people are making the 
fight for all of us.”

Debate over the bill on the House floor 
grew heated at moments.

Rep. Jamie Raskin (D-Md.) criticized Rep. 
Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-Ga.) for earlier 
comments she made disparaging support 
for Ukraine by the U.S., the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization and other Western 
allies.

“We stand for democracy here, not 
Vladimir Putin,” said Mr. Raskin, who wore 
a blue-and-yellow tie in the colors of the 
Ukraine flag during the floor debate.

The 10 representatives who voted against 
the bill were Andy Biggs (R-Ariz.), Dan 
Bishop (R-N.C.), Warren Davidson (R-Ohio), 
Matt Gaetz (R-Fla.), Paul Gosar (R-Ariz.), Ms. 
Greene (R-Ga.), Thomas Massie (R-Ky.), 
Ralph Norman (R-S.C.), Scott Perry (R-Pa.) 
and Tom Tiffany (R-Wis.) Reps. Rick Allen 
(R-Ga.), Troy Nehls (R-Texas) and Chris 
Stewart (R-Utah) abstained on the vote.

In a statement, Mr. Gosar suggested to 
The Hill that he voted against the measure 
because he was concerned that a U.S. lend-
lease program for Ukraine could bring 
America closer to war with Russia.  Instead, 
he called for a peaceful resolution to 
Russia’s full-scale war on Ukraine.

“Every vote to provide military assis-
tance to Ukraine draws us closer to a war 
with Russia. This is not our fight.  I reiterate 

my hope for immediate peace talks and res-
olution of hostilities. Sending more weap-
ons of war is counter to peace and will 
extend the death and destruction,” Mr. 
Gosar said, according to The Hill.

On April 28, Mr. Massie posted a mes-
sage on Twitter in which he said it was 
“insane” that Congress “authorized [Mr.] 
Biden to transfer virtually any weapon of 
war, other than a nuclear weapon, to 
Ukraine.”

Other representatives who voted against 
the measure noted that they were not 
opposed to supporting Ukraine in its fight 
against Russian aggression.  Rather, they 
said, they were against the U.S. essentially 
writing Ukraine a blank check for military 
assistance without an assurance that 
Ukraine would repay the U.S. for its aid.

Mr. Gaetz “supports weapons for 
Ukraine,” but he “opposes waiving America’s 
future right for repayment,” a spokes person 
for the congressman told The Hill.

Mr. Perry was also critical of the legisla-
tion.

“Handing President Biden a blank check 
to fix Ukraine is like passing out anchors to 
drowning victims – it doesn’t end well,” Mr. 
Perry said, according to The Hill.

Mr. Tiffany drew a caveat on the bill, say-
ing that he would support blank-check mil-
itary funding only when American national 
security was at stake.

“Intervening in an overseas military 
engagement – whether through the deploy-
ment of U.S. personnel, or a blank-check for 
military assistance – is among the most 
serious decisions an American leader can 
make,” Mr. Tiffany said. “It is a step that 
should only be taken when clear, vital 
national security interests of the United 
States are at stake.”

But debate on the House floor saw a 
number of representatives voice their 
unwavering support for Ukraine, arguing 
that the Eastern European country was on 
the front lines of a global fight for freedom 
and democratic values.

“Today the Ukrainian people are standing 
on the front lines in the fight for democracy 
and against tyranny, and the U.S. needs to 
provide them with every possible measure 
of humanitarian and military aid,” said Rep. 
Mary Gay Scanlon (D-Pa.) in urging her col-
leagues to support passage of the bill.

“This war is far from over, and to ensure 
Ukraine remains a sovereign democracy, the 
United States cannot let up on providing the 
arms, intelligence and aid Ukraine requires 
to defend its homeland,” Rep. Ruben Gallego 
(D-Ariz.) said in a statement. “That is why I 
voted to pass the Democracy Defense Lend-
Lease Act to cut through the red tape and 
quickly get Ukraine what it needs to keep up 
the pressure against Russia.”

It is expected that Mr. Biden will approve 
the legislation, though the White House did 
not return a request for comment on when 
the president would sign the bill.

(Continued from page 1)

U.S. House...
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by Ihor N. Stelmach

We have all seen the graphic images of 
war-torn Ukrainian cities and villages 
being bombarded by the military of 
Russian President Vladimir Putin, who has 
taken it upon himself to try to rebuild a 
Soviet empire that collapsed 30 years ago.

We have all witnessed and heard from 
Ukraine’s heroic president, Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy, the former comedian and actor 
now playing the role of a lifetime – the role 
of an iconic leader of a democratic nation 
standing up to a hostile invading enemy.

We have seen how everyone in Ukraine 
– from the president, to the prime minister, 
to members of parliament, and of course to 
members of the surprisingly fortified and 
gutsy military, right down to everyday 
Ukrainians – continues to thwart the vastly 
larger Russian force, frustrating an embar-
rassed Putin to no end. Young and old, 
women and men, everyday civilians in 
Ukraine have taken up arms. They have 
been trained to fight, and they are assem-
bling Molatov cocktails. In short, they are 
doing whatever it takes to battle against 
Russia’s naked aggression against their 
country.

With his invasion of Ukraine, Putin has 
not only unified the United States, Western 
Europe, the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO) and most of the free 
world, but he has also strengthened the 
resolve of Ukrainians, who now largely 
want to reclaim the Crimean Peninsula and 
the two easternmost regions of Donetsk 
and Luhansk, which Russia illegally 
annexed in 2014, launching a war that has 
now gone on for eight years.

Ukraine is under siege with many towns 
and cities in the east being shelled relent-
lessly by Russian soldiers, though some of 
whom are running away from duty. People 
throughout Ukraine are dying, children are 
losing their parents and millions of 
Ukrainians are fleeing their homeland for 
refuge in neighboring countries. Homes are 
being destroyed and historic buildings are 
being ruined.

But with time buildings can be rebuilt, 
communities can be revitalized and cities 
can be restored. Unfortunately, the loss of 
human lives cannot be undone, and memo-
ries of angst and terror are difficult to for-
get. They will likely be scarred for life.

Rest assured, whether it takes months, 
years or decades, Ukraine will rebound 
from this unnecessary destruction. It will 
stand back on its feet and amaze Europe 
and the world by restoring its sovereign 
state and democratic rule. Watch for the 
Russian people to finally take a cue from 
their neighbors to the West and revolt 
against autocracy, depose their oligarchs, 
and strive to be heard in a government that 
is meant to represent the people. Protests 
in Russia have begun and are gaining 

momentum on a daily basis.
Mr. Zelenskyy has proven to be 

Ukraine’s servant of the people. Putin has 
made himself the pariah of the world. Mr. 
Zelenskyy is destined to go down in the 
annals of history as the 21st Century’s 
Winston Churchill. Putin will be nothing 
more than a Jeopardy trivia answer, togeth-
er with historic despots Lenin, Stalin and 
Hitler.

Putin may win some battles and do 
major damage, but he will never truly win 
the war. In certain ways, he has already 
lost. The Ukrainian people will never sur-
render. They will fight for their homeland 
with every ounce of energy, every drop of 
blood, and with every fiber of their being. 
They have demonstrated this fierce resis-
tance toward their enemies since the 
1700s.

How would one describe the Ukrainian 
people? How would those of us scattered 
in the diaspora, or our brothers and sisters 
in Ukraine fighting to defend their own 
land, or all Ukrainians throughout the 
course of history, describe themselves to 
the world?

With apologies and a nod to David 
Letterman, what follows is a top 10 list of 
adjectives that aptly describe the Ukrainian 
people:

10) Ukrainians are courageous – they 
are not deterred by danger, and they are 
brave, fearless and gutsy.

9) They are patriotic – they have 
expressed their devotion to and vigorous 
support for their country.

8) They are religious – Ukrainians are 
devout, pious, reverent, moralistic and God 
fearing.

7) They are hardworking – they perform 
their jobs with commitment, diligence and 
determination.

6) They are partisans – they believe 
deeply in their cause and they will Russian 
aggression.

5) They are independent – they are self-
reliant, determined to be free from exter-
nal control and they will not depend on 
foreign authority.

4) They are freedom loving – they 
demand liberty, they believe in sovereignty 
and the right to life, justice and the pursuit 
of happiness.

3) They are proud – they feel a deep sat-
isfaction with their achievements.

2) They are defiant – they are deter-
mined to challenge, resist and fight no mat-
ter the odds they face, and they are bold in 
their defiance.

1) They are resilient – they will with-
stand everything thrown at them because 
they know their victory is at hand.

Слава Україні! Героям Слава!
Glory to Ukraine!  Glory to its heroes!

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@
sfgsports.com.

by Paul Goble
Eurasia Daily Monitor

Russian combat losses in Ukraine, prob-
lems with this year’s spring draft, trouble 
recruiting volunteers and difficulties in 
forcing soldiers to fight abroad in the 
absence of a declaration of war are 
prompting ever more questions about how 
sustainable Vladimir Putin’s “special mili-
tary operation” in Ukraine is at its current 
level of manning and resourcing (Online.
ua, March 2; LBC, April 28). In response, 
Kremlin spokesperson Dmitry Peskov 
declared on May 4 that suggestions 
Moscow would use the May 9 Victory Day 
commemorations to announce a general 
mobilization or even officially declare war 
were “nonsense” (Meduza, March 4). Yet 
unintentionally, his words had the effect of 
calling more attention to both the steps 
Moscow has taken toward mobilization 
over the last few weeks and to talk inside 
Russia about whether the country has no 
choice but to pursue such measures.

When Putin launched his war in 
Ukraine, he as well as many in the West 
expected the campaign would be quick and 
involve few Russian casualties. But the 
action has now entered its third month, 
and Russian combat losses are estimated 
to be as high as 20,000 or more – figures 
that exceed Soviet losses in 10 years of 
fighting in Afghanistan. Making up for 
those deaths is not easy, especially in the 
absence of a declaration of war. In peace-
time, draftees cannot legally be sent to fight 
abroad, and those soldiers who refuse to 
fight cannot even be charged with crimes, 
although commanders do intimidate them 
into going to the front. Moreover, the 
Kremlin is encountering difficulties with 
recruiting fresh volunteers – it is having to 
offer them more money than ever before. 
And Russia faces problems if it shifts forces 
from other parts of the country given that 
the military is the last line of defense for 
the survival of the regime in the event of 
domestic political challenges (see Eurasia 
Daily Monitor, March 31, April 19).

With a declaration of war and general 
mobilization, Moscow would be able to 
raise a far larger army and freely and open-
ly send draftees to fight or criminally pun-
ish those who refuse to go. Moscow could 
then also extend the time of service for mil-
itary personnel and recall those who had 
recently served and are categorized as 
ready reservists. Obviously, some in the 
military top brass would like to have such 
levers available to reinforce Russian units 
in Ukraine and possibly bring the war 
there to a victorious conclusion (Zona.
media, April 22). But doing so would 
impose serious costs. Such moves would 
call into question Putin’s insistence that he 
is not fighting a war. Also, they would be 
deeply unpopular and difficult to sell to the 
increasingly hard-pressed population. 
Additionally, this escalation would have 
extremely negative consequences for 
Russia’s economic recovery because it 
would entail sacrificing the younger and 
more educated workers to the war effort – 
individuals whom Russian firms and the 
employment pool desperately need (see 
EDM, March 31).

So far, Russian officialdom has limited 
itself to moves that endeavor to extract 

more men for service but do not yet repre-
sent full mobilization. Cossack units are 
being activated in some places (see EDM, 
March 30, April 25). And Russians are 
being called up in regions far from Moscow 
for service in non-military capacities – but 
in ways that could be easily transformed 
into military roles if a mobilization were to 
be declared. Indeed, some commentators 
are already suggesting that these policies 
are a form of “hidden” mobilization that 
may become more general and public in 
the near future (Lenta, Pozitciya.com, 
Argumenty i Fakty, March 4; LB, March 2; 
Apostrophe, April 27).

So far, it has been experts in Ukraine and 
the West who have focused most on this 
issue, with many saying that Russia will 
not be able to field a large-enough military 
in Ukraine over the longer term without 
some kind of mobilization (LB, May 2). 
However, there is growing evidence that 
these discussions abroad are echoing with-
in the Russian security community as well. 
And those in Russia calling for an official 
declaration of war and mass mobilization 
are apparently no longer only figures on 
the margins, but they include more main-
stream voices as well.

When Putin launched his massive re-
invasion of Ukraine on February 24, 
Russian “hotheads” like Igor “Strelkov” 
Girkin, the Donbas leader in 2014, argued 
that “without a mobilization, the Russian 
Federation will not have any chance of win-
ning this war. Ukraine is going to mobilize 
and form a half-million-man army.” In that 
event, Russia will have no choice but to 
respond if it wants to avoid defeat 
(YouTube, April 6). Others of his ilk have 
picked up on that argument since. But 
what is more significant is that mainstream 
media outlets are beginning to repeat simi-
lar ideas as well.

The clearest example of this develop-
ment came in an April 16 article by 
Moscow-based commentator Petr Akopov 
on the government’s own RIA Novosti 
news agency portal. He says pointedly that 
“mobilization in Russia has not been 
declared but it is already going on.” More 
than that, he asserts, “The country needs 
mobilization [b]ecause we live in war 
times.” He adds, “This war will not end 
with the end of the [special military opera-
tion]: the West set the goal of isolating and 
crushing Russia.” Moscow must respond, 
Mr. Akopov writes, by creating a system 
capable of fielding a far larger military for a 
far longer time than many thought, only a 
few months ago, would ever be required 
(RIA Novosti, April 16).

Such an article would not have appeared 
in that venue without significant support 
from above. While it might be a trial balloon, 
more likely it points to plans to declare 
some kind of mobilization – even if short of 
a declaration of war – sometime in the near 
future, if not in fact on May 9. In that event, 
Mr. Peskov’s denial, to the extent that it is 
not an outright lie, is true only in terms of 
timing. The Kremlin may, therefore, declare 
a mobilization soon, especially if its failures 
on the battlefield continue to mount.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

Defining the Ukrainian peopleDebate on whether Moscow must mobilize 
for Ukrainian war intensifies inside Russia

 COMMENTARY NEWS ANALYSIS

Opinions in The Ukrainian Weekly
The Ukrainian Weekly welcomes letters to the editor and 

commentaries on a variety of topics of concern to the Ukrainian 
American and Ukrainian Canadian communities, as well as the 

Ukrainian diaspora. 
Opinions expressed by columnists, commentators and letter-

writers are their own and do not necessarily reflect the opin-
ions of either The Weekly editorial staff or its publisher, the 

Ukrainian National Association.
Similarly, paid advertisements do not reflect the opinions of 

either The Weekly or its publisher.Visit our archive online: www.ukrweekly.com
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2022 UNA Convention Delegates
 Branch  Delegate Branch  Delegate 

5  Lew, Maya
5  Lew, Oksana
5  Oprysko, Andrew
10  Kulish, Liudmyla 
10  Kulish, Viktor 
10  Shumylo, Mikhail
10  Streletsky, Vasily 
10  Semenyuk, Natalya (alternate)
10  Voyevoda, Dmitriy (alternate)
10  Voyevoda, Nadia (alternate) 
13  Doloszycki, Dorothy
13  Fil, Peter  
13  Myshchuk, Volodymyr
13  Tysiak, Cynthia
13  Myshchuk, Taras (alternate)
37  Popovich, Marta  
37  Stanko, George
37  Kaczaj, Roman (alternate)
42  Demitre, Luba  
42  Drich, Maria 
42  Demitre, Christina (alternate)
42  Lenczuk, Dmytro (alternate)
47  Haras, Maria
47  Koziak, Mathew
47  Rybak, Margaret
59  Doboszczak, Bohdan
76  Hrechak, Andrew
76  Koziupa, Michael
83  Luciw, Roksolana
88  Kaszczak, Ivan  
88  Cade, Maria (alternate)
133/142 
/488  Bohdan, Michael
155  Salabay, Nadia
161  Diakiwsky, Chloe
161  Diakiwsky, Emma
161  Diakiwsky, Nick

161  Diakiwsky, Rachel
162  Fedorijczuk, Jolanta  
162  Fedorijczuk, Yaroslaw (alternate)
171  Banach, Joseph  
171  Lysko, Martha 
171  Pavkovitch, Walter
171  Woch, Steven 
171  Honcharyk, Walter (alternate)
171  Lysko, Wolodar (alternate)
171  Woch, Bohdan (alternate)
171  Woch, Stepan (alternate)
173  Szeremeta, Philip
173  Szeremeta, Wasyl 
173  Dimon, Joanne (alternate)
234  Oscislawski, Maria
234  Wowk, Andrew 
234  Fisher, Anna (alternate)
234  Wowk, Larissa (alternate)
269  Bilchuk, Nina
269  Derzko, Sofia
269  Kaploun, Valentina
269  Woronowycz, Roman
277  Kolinsky, Myron  
277  Kebalo, Ivan (alternate)
287/153  Hadzewycz, Romana  
287/153  Sochan, Taras (alternate)
325  Chupa, Barbara  
325  Chupa, William (alternate)
362/163  Hirniak, Roman  
362  Walchuk, George (alternate)
381  Puzyk, Bohdan
399  Skyba, Volodymyr  
399  Skyba, Natalia (alternate)
414  Sowa, Bohdan  
414  Melnyk, Christine (alternate)
450  Milanytch, Motria  
450  Fedash, Ariadna (alternate)

Young UNA’ers

Lucas Andrew Romaniuk, son of 
Chrystyna and Andrew Romaniuk of 
Cranford, N.J., is a new member of UNA 
Branch 76.  He was enrolled by his 

grandparents, Anna and Oleh Lazirko.

Emmalyn Hawrylciw, daughter of Darcey 
and Gregory Hawrylciw of Dover, N.H., is 
a new member of UNA Branch 42. She 

was enrolled by his parents.

Nolan Hawrylciw, son of Darcey and 
Gregory Hawrylciw of Dover, N.H., is a 
new member of UNA Branch 42. He was 

enrolled by his parents.

Jackswon Hawrylciw, son of Darcey and 
Gregory Hawrylciw of Dover, N.H., is a 
new member of UNA Branch 42. He was 

enrolled by his parents.

Mission  Statement

As a fraternal insurance society, the Ukrainian National Association reinvests its 
earnings for the benefit of its members and the Ukrainian community.

The Ukrainian 
National 
Association 
exists: 

• to promote the principles of fraternalism;

• to preserve the Ukrainian, Ukrainian American and   
     Ukrainian Canadian heritage and culture; and

• to provide quality financial services and products  
       to its members.
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Chicago Lyric Opera Orchestra and Chorus join Ukrainian musicians in benefit concert for Ukraine
by Orysia Kossak-Cardoso

CHICAGO – The majestic interior of St. 
Nicholas Catholic Cathedral, a towering edi-
fice in the heart of Chicago’s Ukrainian 
Village, was the setting for a benefit concert 
held on April 9. Musicians of the Chicago 
Lyric Opera Orchestra along with local 
Ukrainian musicians and vocalists were 
accompanied at the benefit by the Lyric 
Opera’s Stage Choral Artists.

The concert was hosted jointly by the 
Ukrainian Institute of Modern Art (UIMA) 
in Chicago and the Kyiv Committee of 
Chicago Sister Cities International. The 
diverse, multi-cultural program featured 
music by composers Mykola Lysenko, 
Myroslav Skoryk, Semen Hulak-Artemov-
sky, Mryon Fedoriv, Alan Hovhaness, 
Samuel Barber, Edward Elgar, Guiseppi 
Verdi and Anton Webber. UIMA Music 
Director Michael Holian conducted the 
memorable and stirring event.

The grand opener for the concert was 
headed by Chicago Lyric Opera Orchestra 
bassoonist Preman Tilson.

“We have all been shocked by the trage-
dy unfolding in Ukraine, and the musicians 
are very happy to donate their time and tal-
ents,” Mr. Tilson said during the concert. 
“Our hope is that we can make a real differ-
ence in the lives of the refugee children 
who will be coming to Chicago.”

“The Chicago Lyric Opera Orchestra 
musicians are particularly looking forward 
to performing side-by-side with Ukrainian 
musicians and vocalists,” he said.

Violinist Laura Miller also addressed the 
audience.

“Many of us feel quite helpless and are 
looking for ways to contribute in a mean-
ingful way. Music truly is an international 
language and sharing the stage with local 
Ukrainian musicians will be a very moving 
experience. Let’s fill the cathedral with 
music and stand united as one people,” Ms. 
Miller said.

UIMA Board Chairman Orysia Kossak-
Cardoso opened the evening by underscor-
ing the main theme of the concert, offering 
a prayer for Ukraine and noting that she 
stands in solidarity with the people and 
armed forces of the war-torn country.

Chicago dignitaries present that evening 
included the Archbishop of the Archdiocese 
of the Roman Catholic Church of Chicago 
Cardinal Blasé Cupich, who emphasized the 
continued humanitarian support for 
Ukraine by the Chicago Archdiocese. He 
also offered prayers for a quick resolution 
to the conflict.

Chicago Mayor Lori Lightfoot spoke at 
length about the significant Ukrainian com-
munity in Chicago, the third largest in the 
United States, and its long-standing history 
and contribution to the city’s cultural diver-
sity and impressive growth.

Ms. Lightfoot highlighted the city offi-
cials’ determination to “open our hearts 
and embrace incoming children and fami-
lies as they flee the war zones” in Ukraine.

Bishop Benedict Aleksiychuk of the 
Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of Chicago led 
the opening segment of the concert in a 
joint prayer of  Our Father.

 A reverberating performance of the 
Ukrainian national anthem opened the con-
cert, and it was followed by an emotionally 
moving rendition of “Plyve Kacha” by the 
men’s ensemble of St. Joseph the Betrothed 
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Chicago. It 
was dedicated to the heroes of Ukraine who 
are fighting against Russian aggression in 
their country.

Bill Denton, principal trumpet at the 
Chicago Lyric Opera Orchestra, enthralled 
the audience with his performance of 
“Prayer of St. Gregory” by Armenian-
American composer Alan Hovhaness.

Chicago mezz-soprano Emma Rose 
Sorenson mesmerized attendees with a 
soaring performance of William Gomez’s 
“Ave Maria,” which led to a long standing 
ovation. Ukrainian composer Mr. Lysenko’s 
powerful “Prayer for Ukraine,” performed 

by the combined choral ensembles, con-
cluded the first half of the program.

The second half of the concert included 
opening remarks by Kyiv Sister City 
Co-Chairwoman Vera Eliashevsky who 
announced a generous $5,000 donation to 
St. Nicholas Cathedral School in support of 
incoming children fleeing the war in 
Ukraine.

Ukraine’s Consul General in Chicago 
Serhiy Koledov thanked all participants and 
attendees for their generous donations and 
support for Ukraine and its heros.

This segment of the concert showcased 
equally moving compositions and perfor-
mances by the combined ensemble. The 
hauntingly beautiful “Melody,” by renown 
Ukrainian composer Mykola Skoryk, 
opened this segment. It was followed by 
Andrew Llyod Webber’s famous and 
acclaimed “Pie Jesu,” which was performed 
by two superb vocalists, soprano Diana 
Stoic and mezzo-soprano Jessye Wright, 
whose soaring voices echoed throughout 
the domed interior of the Cathedral.

The popular choral composition “Va 
Pensiero” from Verdi’s opera “Nabucco” cap-
tured the pensive mood of the evening and 
left a profound silence looming in the pews.

A highlight of the evening was a perfor-
mance by American baritone Nicolai 
Janitsky who has deep Ukrainian roots. He 
was accompanied by harpist Eleanor Kirk. 
The 19th century Ukrainian song “Dyvlius 

Ya Na Nebo” (Looking at the Sky) was a 
song Mr. Janitsky learned from his father as 
a child.

Ukrainian born Lyric soprano Vera 
Boichuk and Lyric tenor Hoss Brock contin-
ued to captivate all attendees with their 
duet of “Prayer of Andriy” from Semen 
Hulak-Artemovsky’s opera “Zaporizhian 
Beyond the Danube.” A riveting perfor-
mance of Yevhen Adamtsevych’s “Zapori-
zhian March,” dedicated to the heroes of the 
Ukrainian Armed Forces, concluded the 
hugely memorable evening.

As soaring ovations continued, Music 
Conductor Michael Holian turned to the 
Orchestra and Chorus and led the group in 
a resounding encore performance of the 
Ukrainian national anthem.

As the dignitaries and audience mem-
bers lingered in the pews, many a tear was 
seen streaming down thoughtful yet smil-
ing faces as accolades echoed around the 
Cathedral.

A performance of this scope and magni-
tude involved countless volunteers, most 
notably UIMA Music Director and 
Ukrainian-born conductor Michael Holian. 
His musical leadership on the podium and 
the weeks he spent preparing the program 
were instrumental to the success of this 
concert.

Khrystyna Musiy, a UIMA Music 
Committee member who coordinated the 
choral ensemble, identified and solicited 
soloists, provided choral translations for 
the Lyric chorus and secured vocal scores. 
The weeks of tireless preparation and work 
with the musicians and chorus by both Mr. 
Holian and Ms. Musiy made the evening 
both memorable and a successful benefit 
concert.

UIMA acknowledged the Kyiv Committee 
of Chicago Sister Cities International, which 
was originally approached by the Lyric 
Orchestra Musicians for the opportunity to 
host this magnificent and collaborative 
event.

Proceeds from the concert will go 
toward humanitarian aid for Ukraine, 
including medical supplies and equipment, 
which will be collected in partnership with 
the Ukrainian Medical Association of North 
America Foundation (UMANA), and will 
also support the education of children flee-
ing Ukraine and enrolling in St. Nicholas 
Cathedral School, which now has over 35 
recently arrived children enrolled.

Orysia Kossak-Cardoso is the Chair of the 
Board of Directors of the Ukrainian Institute 
of Modern Art in Chicago.

Dignitaries at the April 9 benefit concert included (from right to left) Bishop Benedict 
Aleksiychuk of the Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of Chicago, Chicago Mayor Lori 
Lightfoot, the Archbishop of the Archdiocese of the Roman Catholic Church of 
Chicago Cardinal Blasé Cupich and the Consul General of Ukraine in Chicago Serhiy 

Koledov.

The combined orchestra and chorus with Conductor Michael Holian. The St. Nicholas Cathedral with Orchestra and attendees
Courtesy of Orysia Kossak-Cardoso
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Tickets are $75 per person.
To purchase, call the Soyuzivka offi  ce, 
845-626-5641. 
(Reservations for an overnight stay may 
also be made by calling Soyuzivka.)

The Ukrainian National Association, Inc.
hereby invites you to the

on Saturday, May 14, 2022,
at Soyuzivka Heritage Center 

in Kerhonkson, N.Y.

Banquet program includes keynote addresses by:

• Marta Farion, J.D., Ukrainian American
   community organizer and leader, and president 
   of the Kyiv Mohyla Foundation of America;
• Representative of Ukraine’s Diplomatic Corps 
   in the U.S.A.

Also on the program: 
Installation of the UNA’s newly elected leadership.

40th UNA CONVENTION 
BANQUET

Cocktail hour at 6:30 pm
Dinner at 7:30 pm

 BOOK REVIEW

“Dream Bridge” by Oleh Lysheha. 
Translated from the Ukrainian by Virlana 
Tkacz and Wanda Phipps. Sandpoint, 
Idaho: Lost Horse Press, 2022. 160 pp. ISBN: 
9781736432372 (softcover), $24.

by Olena Jennings

The poems of Oleh Lysheha’s “Dream 
Bridge” translated by Virlana Tkacz and 
Wanda Phipps (Lost Horse Press, 2022) are 
framed by the atmosphere where the trans-
lations were born: Yara Arts Group. Ms. 
Tkacz and Ms. Phipps have not only trans-
lated these poems, but they have also 
brought many of them to life on stage.

Mr. Lysheha (1949-2014) was a 
Ukrainian poet who spent time in exile 
after being expelled from Lviv University 
for his role in a dissident group of artists. It 
was in exile in the Buryat Republic in 
Siberia that he acquired many of the imag-
es and ideas for his poems. He was little 
known, but in 1999 James Brasfield pub-
lished a book of translations in collabora-
tion with Mr. Lysheha. It won the PEN 
Award for Poetry in Translation. Now, 
“Dream Bridge” is the 10th book in Lost 
Horse Press’s Contemporary Ukrainian 
Poetry series. It includes a comprehensive 
bilingual selection of Mr. Lysheha’s poetry.

Bob Holman, a poet and actor who has 
participated in many Yara performances, 
most notably “Captain John Smith,” writes 
an introduction full of revelry. He success-
fully creates a festive aura around the 
poems, including the characters who may 
have influenced their creation. There is a 
telling line in the book: “Mykola Riabchuk 
thought he was at Veselka and started 
ordering rainbows, etc.” A Ukrainian liter-
ary critic is plopped into a New York insti-
tution, as Mr. Lysheha was in New York City. 
Each line in the introduction is full of Mr. 
Holman’s boisterous personality, which 
propels us forward as we eventually find 
ourselves at the poems.

“Song 212” is the first entry in the diary 
of Mr. Lysheha’s work. In the poem, nature 
is emboldened by the music of Tom Jones 
and Ella Fitzgerald, making it an evoking 
performance.

The first performance of Mr. Lysheha’s 

work by Yara Arts Group, “Virtual Souls,” 
was inspired not only by Mr. Lysheha, but 
also by Buryatia, a town in Siberia near 
Lake Baikal where Ms. Tkacz did research 
on the mythical spirit of swans. Along with 
the poem, the Buryat people also inspired 
the performance.

Finally, in 2003, “Swan” was staged at 
LaMaMa ETC with Andrew Colteaux in the 
lead role. Nature and our connection to it is 
also the focus of the poem. The poem 
“Swan” is full of short lines, like gasps for 
breath. I hear the poem in Colteaux’s voice. 
The swan is a vision. The second line, “The 
road can’t hold me anymore,” represents 
the ability to transcend the world. The 
swan is part of nature and nature is at one 
with us as well. This is seen again in the 
line, “…I felt that/She had rushed out of my 
heart,/Escaping.” The hero and the swan 
experience a deep connection.

Another poem that pushes the reader’s 
emotions upward is “Raven.” The natural 
world is rich, while the human world is 
simple. The poet walks out of a monastery 
and into nature. He also states, “Sometimes 
you want something./From the very bot-
tom of the barrel./Nothing but brine.” It is 
proof that simplicity in the human world is 

New book bridges man and 
nature, poetry and stage

Oleh Lysheha
Waldemart Klyuzko

(Continued on page 15)
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St. Nicholas Eparchy’s Capital Campaign raises more than $3 million
by Oleh John Skubiak

CHICAGO – Organizers of a campaign to 
sustain the long-term viability of the St. 
Nicholas Eparchy of Ukrainian Catholic 
Church have announced that fundraising 
efforts for the project have surpassed $3 
million. They added that considerable 
progress has also been made in the restora-
tion of the 115-year-old cathedral in the 
city’s Ukrainian village.

The “Building Our Faith Together, in Unity 
and with Gratitude” capital campaign of the 
St. Nicholas Eparchy began nearly three 
years ago on May 12, 2019. Funds from the 
campaign are also being used to develop 
Eparchial administrative resources and to 
seed an endowment fund to better support 
eparchial parishes in financial need. 

Given the magnitude of the cathedral 
restoration, the project has been divided 
into several stages. In December, officials 
said they completed the second stage of the 
project that focused on the entrance to the 
cathedral, the roof and domes above. The 
first stage, completed in late-2020, 
addressed the most urgent issues in the 
roof and the dome above the sanctuary. 
The structural issues have been resolved, 

project officials said.  
The third stage of the project will begin 

in May and it will focus on the central por-
tion of the cathedral. This is the most com-
plex section of the restoration, as it 
includes the very large main dome and the 
eight remaining smaller domes. 

Project officials anticipate that the total 
cost of the restoration will require an addi-
tional $2,650,000 above and beyond the 
total raised to-date. In addition to the fund-
raising, the campaign is pursuing grants, 
organizing events and employing other 
new fundraising channels of support.

The campaign has implemented several 
innovative programs, which have been very 
helpful in stimulating additional support. 
One of them is the Cathedral Dome and 
Cross Naming Opportunities Program. It 
encourages support for the restoration of 
the cathedral and at the same time creates 
an opportunity for a lasting legacy in mem-
ory of family and loved ones of the donors.

At the moment, all 13 crosses and 11 of 
the 13 domes have been sponsored. Once 
that fundraising effort is completed, offi-
cials will then launch the Cathedral 
Stained-Glass Opportunities Program, 
which is expected to begin later this year. 

Several generous anonymous donors 
have established a Cathedral Matching 
Grant Program. These donors have com-
mitted to donate $250,000 in matching 
funds if the campaign raises $500,000 in 
non-sponsorship donations by April 1, 
2023.

Bishop Benedict Aleksiychuk of the 
Ukrainian Catholic Eparch of Chicago and 
the leadership of the Capital Campaign 
project said they are committed to achiev-
ing all three goals of the campaign, namely: 
completing the cathedral restoration, sup-
porting parishes in financial need and 
developing administrative and educational 
cparchial resources.

The Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of St. 
Nicholas is a community of faithful from 43 
parishes, missions and monasteries in the 
United States, ranging from Michigan to 
California and Alaska.

The cathedral has been the preeminent 
edifice and place-of-worship for the 
Ukrainian community in Chicago. Some six 
generations of Ukrainian Americans have 
worshipped in the cathedral, which has 
helped develop numerous new Ukrainian 
Catholic parishes throughout the western 
United States.

As Ukrainians built and developed their 
cathedral and their churches, members of 
the baby-boomer generation and their chil-
dren answered the call to be stewards and 
champions of the edifice in its time of criti-
cal need, and by extension stewards and 
champions of their collective faith.

Organizers of the fundraising campaign 
said that the community needs to respond 
boldly and adequately, or, in the case of the 
cathedral, they may run the risk of poten-
tially losing the more than 115-year-struc-
ture, which is a visible symbol of the proud 
history of Ukrainian Catholics in America.

Campaign organizers expressed thanks 
to all of the individuals who supported the 
campaign with prayers and financial dona-
tions.

Readers who are interested in partici-
pating in any of the campaign programs or 
who would like to make a donation can 
visit the following website: www.chica-
gougcc.org, or they may contact Mariya 
Kokor at mariya.kokor@esnucc.org or Oleh 
Skubiak at o.skubiak@icloud.com.

Oleh John Skubiak is chair of the 
Stewardship Committee of St. Nicholas 
Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy.

Bishop Benedict Aleksiychuk of the Ukrainian Catholic Eparch of Chicago (left) and 
Chancellor Serhiy Kovalchuk bless a cross that was installed on top of the Cathedral.

Scaffolding was erected in front of the Cathedral before restoration of the central 
portion of the edifice could begin.

Marta Matwyshyn Fuoco

 COMMUNITY CHRONICLE

services personnel) in Putin’s court 
demands firmer central control over assets 
and money flows privatized by quasi-loyal 
oligarchs deeply upset by sanctions; exem-
plifying this is Nikolai Patrushev, the long-
serving secretary of the Security Council, 
who positions himself as a champion of the 
cause of economic war-mobilization 
(Moscow Times, April 29). Putin is atten-
tive to these demands but is also wary 
about deepening discontent in many elite 
groups, which are eager to replicate the jin-
goist rhetoric but abhor notions of actual 
“sacrifice” (Republic.ru, April 28).

Suspicions about the possible sabotage 
of mobilization orders by a corrupt bureau-
cracy and a disgruntled populace bring 
Putin back to the nuclear option. This is no 
longer treated in public discussions as cata-
strophic and unthinkable; rather, it is often 
perceived as advantageous for Russia, par-
ticularly as a way to pressure European 
neighbors (Valdai Club, April 28; see Eurasia 
Daily Monitor, April 28). Maximum propa-

ganda spin was applied to the recent test of 
the Sarmat intercontinental ballistic missile 
(ICBM), which, though still years away from 
production and deployment, is already use-
ful for boosting Russia’s deterrence posture 
vis-à-vis the United States (Nezavisimoe 
Voennoe Obozrenie, April 28).

Russian discourse has traditionally 
remained mum about non-strategic nucle-
ar weapons, many hundreds of which are 
stored for 30 years in a dozen specially 
designated depots. Yet Putin’s reference to 
ready-to-use “instruments” could indicate 
an intention to bring those dormant war-
heads out and redeploy them closer to 
their delivery systems (Meduza.io, April 
20). The risks of technical failures and 
human errors accompanying such tactical 
re-nuclearization will inevitably be high, 
and every possible accident could push up 
the risk of an accidental nuclear exchange, 
as many commentators on Russian social 
networks argue (Svoboda.org, April 29). 
For that matter, there are even deeper con-
cerns about Putin’s inscrutable contempla-
tions on staging a nuclear demonstration 
(Grani.ru, April 28).

The imperative to examine such options 

brings many mainstream experts to the con-
clusion that Russia’s foreign policy has 
arrived at a sad dead end (Kommersant, 
April 29). The voices that, until recently, 
were upbeat about Russia asserting its great 
power status by projecting force have begun 
to lament the damage done to this status by 
the unnecessary war in Ukraine (Profile.ru, 
April 27). Despite the suppression of inde-
pendent media platforms, sober analyses of 
possible outcomes of the conflict (none of 
which offer Russia any gains or advantages), 
are published by established think tanks 
(Russiancouncil.ru, April 29). Perhaps most 
surprising is the expressed notion that 
Ukraine’s membership in the European 
Union may be in Russia’s security interests 
(Nezavisimaya Gazeta, April 27). The visible 
proliferation of such opinions outside of the 
leading state-owned propaganda channels 
indicates a rising dissatisfaction with the 
course and consequences of the war in 
some segments of Putin’s elites – even if the 
patriotic drums keep beating non-stop 
(Moscow Times, April 29).

Putin insists that Russia was compelled 
to launch the “special military operation” in 
order to counter the direct threat to its 

security coming from Ukraine. But this 
argument makes no more sense no matter 
how often it is repeated. The war was too 
obviously one of Putin’s own choice and 
making. The military deadlock in the 
Donbas and the looming prospect of defeat, 
however, make escalation a necessity for 
him. Even retaining the hard-fought occu-
pied territories will require a major 
increase in material and human resources, 
which, in turn, requires national mobiliza-
tion (see above). This step would signify a 
pattern of escalation, but the Kremlin has 
no way of knowing whether or not Russian 
society would accept it. In this context, the 
nuclear option might seem preferable, pro-
vided that Putin’s top brass goes along with 
it, the chain of command does not break 
and the West actually backs down. Either 
way, Putin trusts neither his generals nor 
his oligarchs, so he will seek to preempt 
them before they can collectively decide to 
buck his authority.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)
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Ukraine, and Mr. Zelenskyy did not mention 
any connection to the war in his address. 
(RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service, with report-
ing by AFP)

Fiji allows seizure of superyacht

A Fijian court has ruled that a Russian-
owned superyacht can be seized under a 
U.S. warrant as part of the sanctions 
imposed by Washington on Moscow over 
its unprovoked invasion of Ukraine. The 
Suva High Court said on May 3 that it had 
granted the order to seize the superyacht 
Amadea, which U.S. authorities say is 
owned by Russian oligarch Suleiman 
Kerimov, after an application was made last 
month by the director of public prosecu-
tions to register a U.S. warrant to seize the 
vessel. “The High Court had earlier granted 
the application to restrain [Mr.] Amadea 
from leaving ... Fijian waters and this after-
noon Justice Deepthi Amaratunga granted 

the second application to register the U.S. 
warrant to seize the superyacht,” a court 
statement said. The boat was impounded 
by police three weeks ago after arriving in 
the Pacific Ocean nation from Mexico. Local 
media in Fiji have reported that lawyers for 
the 107-meter yacht’s registered owner, 
Millemarin Investments, have denied it is 
ultimately owned by Mr. Kerimov. Instead, 
they said in court that it is owned by anoth-
er Russian oligarch, Eduard Khudainatov, 
the former president of oil giant Rosneft 
who has not been sanctioned by the United 
States. Russia’s February 24 invasion of 
Ukraine and the war that has subsequently 
followed has sparked several rounds of 
crippling sanctions from the United States, 
the European Union and many other allied 
countries against Russia, President 
Vladimir Putin and many of the companies 
and billionaire oligarchs around him. (RFE/
RL, with reporting by Reuters)

Pope says he wants to go to Moscow

Pope Francis said in an interview pub-
lished on May 3 that he has asked for a 

meeting in Moscow with Russian President 
Vladimir Putin to try to stop the war in 
Ukraine but had not received a reply. The 
pontiff also told the Italian daily Corriere 
Della Sera that Patriarch Kirill of the 
Russian Orthodox Church, who has given 
the war his backing, “cannot become 
Putin’s altar boy.” Pope Francis told the 
newspaper that, about three weeks into the 
war, he asked the Vatican’s top diplomat to 
send a message to Putin about setting up a 
meeting. “We have not yet received a 
response and we are still insisting,” the 
pope said. “I fear that Putin cannot, and 
does not, want to have this meeting at this 
time. But how can you not stop so much 
brutality?” the pope said. Pope Francis also 
expressed skepticism that Kirill could help 
him convince Putin to back a cease-fire. The 
pontiff said that, during a recent video call 
with the patriarch, Kirill held a map and 
made arguments justifying Russia’s war 
against Ukraine. He said he told Kirill: 
“Brother, we are not government officials. 
We cannot use the language of politics, only 
the language of Jesus. To do this, we must 
seek the ways of peace.” Since the begin-
ning of the war, Kirill has made a number of 
statements in solidarity with the policy of 
the Russian authorities. In particular, he 
said that a “metaphysical” struggle was 
going on in the Donbas, tying it to the resi-
dents of Donetsk not wanting to hold gay 
parades. More than 150 Russian Orthodox 
clerics called for a stop to war in an open 
letter on March 1. Kirill was not among 
those who signed it. In the interview with 
the Italian newspaper, Pope Francis also 
said that Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor 
Orban had told him that Putin planned to 
end the war on May 9, which Russia cele-
brates as Victory Day, marking Nazi 
Germany’s surrender in 1945 during World 
War II. The 85-year-old pontiff made an 
unprecedented visit to the Russian 
Embassy in Rome when the war started. 
(RFE/RL’s Russian Service, with reporting 
by Reuters and AFP)

War has devastating effect on journalism

The war waged by Russia against 
Ukraine is creating devastating conse-
quences for press freedom in the region, 
Reporters Without Borders (RSF) said on 
May 3 as it released its annual World Press 
Freedom Index. The Paris-based media 

freedom watchdog said reporters have 
been killed and injured while reporting on 
the war, including RFE/RL’s Vira Hyrych, 
who died in a Russian missile strike in Kyiv 
on April 28, and noted massive disinforma-
tion and a level of censorship not seen 
since the Soviet period. The Russian mili-
tary has deliberately targeted news sourc-
es in territories it occupies and has tried to 
coerce the local media’s cooperation, RSF 
said in a news release accompanying its 
2022 index, which lists Russia at 155th 
among a ranking of 180 countries based on 
its assessment of their media freedom. “In 
Russia itself, the government has taken 
complete control of news and information 
by establishing extensive wartime censor-
ship, blocking the media and pursuing non-
compliant journalists, forcing many of 
them into exile,” RSF said. The country 
dropped five places from its ranking of 
150th last year when RSF downgraded 
Russia for its crackdown on journalists 
covering protests in support of Kremlin 
critic Alexei Navalny and the toughening of 
its law on media as “foreign agents.” A 
growing number of media outlets in Russia 
are being labeled “extremist,” and reading 
and sharing their content on social net-
works is subject to criminal prosecution, 
RSF noted. The Kremlin also is imposing its 
vision of the war in Ukraine on some of its 
neighbors, especially Belarus, which is 
ranked 153rd in the index. Independent 
journalists in Belarus continue to be perse-
cuted for their work since the disputed 
presidential election in August 2020, and 
more than 20 media workers are languish-
ing in prison in the country. The diversion 
of a commercial aircraft in May 2021 to 
arrest an opposition journalist was anoth-
er example of the ways that Belarusian 
strongman Alyaksandr Lukashenka has 
attempted to control media freedom, RSF 
said. RSF also noted that Central Asian gov-
ernments pressure media to provide more 
“neutral” coverage of the war in Ukraine. In 
Turkmenistan, ranked 177th, the media – 
all controlled by the government – ignore 
the war, it said. The ranking placed Norway 
at the top for the sixth year in a row. 
Denmark moved into second place from 
fourth in 2021 and Sweden held third 
place. For the first time, Estonia and 
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Lithuania – two former communist states – 
are among the top 10, ranking fourth and 
ninth, respectively. Bulgaria, another ex-
communist country, is no longer ranked 
last among European countries. That dis-
tinction now belongs to Greece, ranked 
108th. Bulgaria, which moved up to 91st 
from 112th, and Moldova, now ranked 
40th from 89th last year, stand out this 
year thanks to changes in their govern-
ments and the hope this has brought for 
improvement in the situation for journal-
ists. The world’s five worst countries for 
press freedom are Burma, Turkmenistan, 
Iran, Eritrea and North Korea, according to 
RSF. This year’s World Press Freedom 
Index – released on World Press Freedom 
Day – is the 20th published by RSF. Overall, 
RSF said the index reveals media polariza-
tion fueling divisions within democratic 
countries and polarization at the interna-
tional level. This year’s index “highlights 
the disastrous effects of news and informa-
tion chaos – the effects of a globalized and 
unregulated online information space that 
encourages fake news and propaganda.” 
RSF said that within democratic societies, 
divisions are growing as a result of the 
spread of opinion media and the spread of 
disinformation circuits that are amplified 
by the way social media functions. In the 
United States, which RSF ranks 42nd, 
media polarization is feeding and reinforc-
ing internal social divisions. But also in 
countries such as France, ranked 26th, 
social and political tensions are being 
fueled by social media and new opinion 
media. (RFE/RL)

Prosecutor identifies Russian soldier

Ukrainian Prosecutor General Iryna 
Venediktova has announced the name of 
the first Russian soldier suspected of killing 
civilians in the town of Bucha near Kyiv 
during weeks of occupation. Ms. Venedik-
tova said on May 2 that the suspect was the 
commander of a unit of Russia’s National 
Guard, Sergei Kolotsei. “Prosecutors of 
Bucha have established that this very mili-
tary serviceman killed four unarmed men 
in Bucha on March 18,” Ms. Venediktova 
wrote on Facebook, including the suspect’s 
photo in the post. “He also tortured another 
civilian on March 29, forcing him to confess 
to saboteur activities against Russian 
troops.” According to Ms. Venediktova, Mr. 
Kolotsei forced a pro-Ukrainian civilian into 
a basement, where he beat him with his 
fists, an assault rifle and a knife handle. 
“The man was then taken to an execution 
site, where he went through mock execu-

tion as a gun was shot near his ear,” she 
said. “Especially horrible type of humilia-
tion and intimidation of the victim was 
forcing him to sniff a dead human body,” 
she said. Mr. Kolotsei has been officially 
informed that he is a suspect, Ms. 
Venediktova said. However, her Facebook 
post did not say that formal charges had 
been filed. Last week, Ms. Venediktova iden-
tified 10 soldiers of the 64th Mechanized 
Infantry Brigade of the Russian armed forc-
es, saying that they were suspected of “cru-
elty toward civilians and other war crimes,” 
adding that Ukrainian investigators contin-
ued to gather evidence and those named 
were just the first. She also said at the time 
that investigations were under way to find 
out if the 10 Russians took part in the kill-
ing of civilians in Bucha. Meanwhile, a 
spokesman for the Ukrainian Security 
Service (SBU), Artem Dekhtyarenko, said 
on May 2 that, in all, the SBU had identified 
almost 900 Russian soldiers and 100 col-
laborators suspected of committing crimes 
against civilians in the Kyiv region during 
the weeks of occupation. Mr. Dekhtyarenko 
said SBU investigators had questioned 
some 7,000 witnesses of “war crimes” com-
mitted by Russian troops in the region. The 
SBU has set up a hotline for people who 
witnessed such crimes and want to testify. 
The retreat of Russian forces from Bucha 
and other towns near Kyiv revealed har-
rowing evidence of brutal killings, torture, 
mass graves and the indiscriminate target-
ing of civilians in the fighting, prompting 
calls from several countries, as well as the 
United Nations and the International 
Criminal Court (ICC), for investigations to 
determine whether war crimes were com-
mitted. U.N. Secretary General Antonio 
Guterres on April 28 backed the ICC investi-
gation into war crimes in Bucha. (RFE/RL’s 
Ukrainian Service)

U.S. hopes to reopen Kyiv embassy soon

The United States says it expects to 
return to its embassy in Kyiv by the end of 
May, conditions permitting. “We listen to 
the security professionals, and when they 
tell us we can go back we will go back,” the 
U.S. charge d’affaires, Kristina Kvien, told a 
news conference in the western Ukrainian 
city of Lviv on May 2. The U.S. Embassy left 
Kyiv nearly two weeks before Russia 
launched its unprovoked invasion of 
Ukraine on February 24, moving some 
functions and diplomats to Lviv before 
eventually relocating to neighboring 
Poland. Several Western countries have 
already returned their embassies to Kyiv 
after Russia retreated from the capital 
region as it redeployed troops to the east 
and south of Ukraine. (RFE/RL, based on 
reporting by Reuters and AFP)

(Continued from page 14)
NEWSBRIEFS With sorrow for our own loss of him, 

but with joy in the knowledge of the release 
from his pain that we relay the passing of our beloved 
husband, father grandfather, uncle, cousin, and friend 

IHOR GAWDIAK
Ihor’s earthly journey ended on the Friday, (April 29) which on the 

Julian Easter calendar is known as “Bright Friday.” As was his wish, he 
passed away at home on his street called April Journey.  The beginning of 
this journey began in a snowstorm in Drohobych on February 10, 1935.

The only child of Anna Shymko and Omelan 
Gawdiak, Ihor experienced life as a refugee, but 
he recalled his youth in the displaced persons’ 
camps in Mittenwald and Fussen as a happy time, 
especially with his Plast scout friends like his future 
koom Rostyslav Chomiak. A sad point in Ihor’s life 
was standing alone at age 14 on the deck of the 
transport ship to America as he watched the White 
Cliffs of Dover slowly disappearing and realized he 
and his parents were leaving Europe forever.

At his parents’ urging, Ihor studied chemical 
engineering at Worcester Polytechnic Institute, but 

left what to him was a boring field to pursue his real love, which was 
history. Granted a Clark University fellowship, Ihor earned a B.A. and an 
M.A. in International Relations, and went on to do graduate studies (AbD) 
in Russian and Ukrainian history. A gifted teacher, Ihor held a teaching 
graduate assistantship at the University for several 
years and then as an assistant professor taught 
Russian, Soviet and East European history for the 
University College of the University of Maryland 
in various campuses, such as the Pentagon and 
other military and police academies. He also 
taught these subjects at the U.S. Naval Academy.

Ihor began a 30-year career in various positions 
at the Library of Congress, including a senior 
research analyst in area studies. He specialized in 
the Soviet Union and military areas and authored 
many government studies and publications, 
including a textbook and interactive video entitled 
Ukraine: a Country Study, Soviet response, a semi-
monthy survey of Soviet reactions toward U.S. 
defense policies and military-related diplomacy. He also wrote chapters 
on Ukraine in Library publications concerning the Soviet Archives and 
wrote a classified study entitled Patterns in Career Development of Soviet 
Military Offices, 1964-1981.

Over the years, Ihor simultaneously held volunteer executive positions 
in various Ukrainian organizations. He headed the Ukrainian American 
Coordinating Council, where supporting various scholarly Ukrainian 
publications was an important aspect of the Council’s work. Ihor held 
other positions at many other Ukrainian organizations, including the 
Ukrainian Fraternal Association, the Ukrainian World Congress, the 
Ukrainian Worldwide Coordinating Council, and the Ukrainian Association 
of Washington. In response to a request from the Women’s Section of the 
latter, he authored Ukraine: Its Land and Its People, a brief overview of 
Ukraine for the general public, along with Rostyk Chomiak. 

Ihor was on the advisory board of the U.S.-Ukraine Foundation and also 
worked with the Ukrainian Federation of America, with the aim of assisting 
Ukraine in strengthening governance and political infrastructure, and 
in supporting cultural initiatives and exchanges. As the head of the 
Ukrainian Fraternal Association’s summer Verkovyna festival from 1991-
94, he invited some popular Ukrainian celebrities (“Hrono,” “Vika”) to the 
U.S. for the first time.  He strove to help Smoloskyp with UACC funding 
to encourage young Ukrainian poets and writers. Another organization 
he enjoyed working with was the Ukrainian Women’s League of America.  
For contributing to the development of friendly relations between the 
U.S. and Ukraine, Ihor received a presidential order from the President of 
Ukraine and he also received recognition from Ukraine’s Ambassadors to 
the U.S., Buteiko and Shcherbak for his work.

Ihor had varied interests in life from rooting for the New York Giants and 
playing and coaching soccer to enjoying classical music, opera, poetry, 
and camping in Algonquin Park with his Canadian Shymko cousins and 
traveling to beautiful Hunter, New York, in the summer to meet old friends 
from Mittenwald and, of course, to travel again to Ukraine and Europe.
The greatest joy of Ihor’s life, however, was his family: wife Natalka of 60 
years, son Yuri with wife Lada and sons Lev and Zakhar; Adrian with wife 
Khristina (Nya-nya) Lew and son Gregory (Hryts); daughter Leda Huta and 
husband Hugo Mogollon, with Leda’s daughter Naoma Huta and Hugo’s 
son Joaquin; and daughter Raissa Howera with husband Marko Howera, 
and their children Odessa and Luka. The love they have all shared with each 
other and the love Ihor and his parents instilled in them for Ukraine and its 
culture has been like a shining light for the way ahead in this difficult world.

In Ihor’s memory, donations may be made to any of the following: Holy 
Trinity Ukrainian Catholic Church of Silver Spring; St. John the Baptist 
Ukrainian Catholic Church of Hunter, N.Y.; the Endangered Species 
Coalition (endangered.org); Foundation to Preserve Ukraine’s Sacral 
Arts (ftpusa.org); Fresh Farm (freshfarm.org); Plast (plastusa.org); Razom 
(razomforukraine.org).

desirable. The speaker of the poem rescues 
a raven that is “nothing but a handful of 
dried feathers.” and returns the bird to 
nature. For a brief moment, the natural and 
human worlds coincide.

“Raven” also carries the suspense that is 
present in many of the poems. There is sus-
pense in the moment before beauty is wit-
nessed. There is suspense in simple 
moments, such as, “I turn around hoping to 
see Ivan—/But he’s disappeared … ” We 
wonder along with the speaker where he 
has gone.

Mr. Lysheha’s poetry carries both the 
weight and levity of the natural world, one 
that holds natures to be precious and one 
that floats with the experience of being part 
of nature. Mr. Lysheha successfully creates 
poems that the reader can relate to. One 
can feel the creativity in these poems and, 

in turn, they inspire one to be creative.
I suggest one read these poems simply, 

but let them come to life on the stage of 
your mind. Ms. Tkacz states that translation 
can be into music, light, movement of the 
human body, human voice. Ms. Tkacz and 
Ms. Phipps were successful in mirroring Mr. 
Lysheha’s emotion.

In the final word by Ms. Tkacz, she says, 
“I can only translate poems that speak to 
me.” Later, she says that, “I thought I heard 
the young urban beat of Ukraine I had been 
searching for,” yet this urban beat is inextri-
cably linked to nature. The quality of the 
translations is excellent, as each word has 
been honed to be spoken aloud on stage. 
The poems themselves are important to 
have in translation, as they shine with the 
beauty of Ukraine.

“Dream Bridge: Selected Poems by Oleh 
Lysheha,” translated from the Ukrainian by 
Virlana Tkacz and Wanda Phipps, is avail-
able from Lost Horse Press or many main-
stream on-line book sellers.

(Continued from page 11)

New book...
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Italian Olympic Committee hosting Ukrainians
Ever since Russia launched its full-scale 

war on Ukraine on February 24, many 
Italian National Sports Federations, the 
Italian Olympic Committee (CONI) and 
Italian sports leaders have hosted and sup-
ported fleeing Ukrainian athletes by shar-
ing their training facilities. On April 18, 
Ukraine’s Olympic Committee President 
Sergey Bubka, Ukraine’s Minister of Youth 
and Sport Vadym Guttasait and some 20 
Ukrainian athletes were in Rome as guests 
of CONI for a two-day excursion.

After a meeting at CONI headquarters, 
the Ukrainian visitors took a tour of the 
nearby “Giulio Onesti” Olympic Training 
Center with CONI International Olympic 
Committee President Giovanni Malago. The 
guests were welcomed by several other 
Italian sports dignitaries and three Italian 
Sports Federations presidents.

Bubka spoke during a news conference 
on April 20.

“I cannot explain how difficult it is to 
speak,” Bubka said. “My heart is broken. I 
am doing everything in my power to bring 
peace and save my people. Without Italy 
we would have no future. I have never 
encountered such solidarity in my life.”

“All my gratitude goes to the Italian peo-
ple. We are here because the world of sport 
is united and compact and we want to 
express gratitude to our Italian friends and 
people, not just to the sports family, 
because Italy stands by Ukraine. Without 
your support we could not succeed,” Bubka 
said, according to Around the Rings, an 
internet-based publication covering the 
Olympic movement.

Malago expressed his pride in being 
having his country be the first to actively 
support Ukrainian athletes since the full-
scale war began in February. He invited the 

Ukrainian rowers, fencers and taekwondo 
sportsmen to consider the Italian Olympic 
training center as their second home. He 
detailed the extent of the support and soli-
darity between the two countries, includ-
ing Italy’s allocation of 1.5 million euros to 
the cause. The project is also wholly 
backed by Italy’s federal government.

“Sport is also solidarity and its values 
speak a universal language. [They are] 
capable of overcoming all differences,” 
Malago said. “CONI and 20 federations are 
engaged in this important project to sup-
port the athletes. This is more important 
than any victory, any gold medal. We inter-
pret the concept of Olympic solidarity in 
the best way.”

The teary-eyed Bubka offered some per-
sonal reminiscences and expressed his 
amazement by the ever-generous support 
and solidarity of the Olympic family.

“This is my first conference since the 
war began,” Bubka said. “I have spent all 
my energy helping our athletes, our com-
patriots. My mother is 85-years-old and 
cannot move. She cannot stand for long. My 
father takes care of her and they are in 
Donetsk.”

He is not sure if he will ever see his par-
ents again.

“We are here because of the ongoing 
tragedy in the country that gave me life. It 
seemed like this war could never happen, 
but it did and we are not alone. I have 
never felt such solidarity. The entire 
Olympic movement is with Ukraine. We 
will never forget what you are doing. If we 
are together, we will win,” Bubka said.

Strus ready for playoff action

Heading into the first round of the 2022 
National Basketball Association postsea-

son, Ukrainian hoopster Max Strus had only 
played six minutes of playoff basketball in 
his young pro career. These minutes all 
came in the fourth quarter of blowout loss-
es last season against the Milwaukee Bucks’ 
first round sweep of the Miami Heat. As the 
Heat prepared to tip off this season’s play-
off run against the Atlanta Hawks, Strus 
was prepared for much more action. He 
actually opened the postseason in the 
Miami starting lineup.

The 26-year-old has progressed in a big 
way since last year. One of his keys to suc-
cess is to focus on the task at hand and “be 
in the moment.” Recognition for improve-
ment is on the back burner with the hope 
he’s celebrating an NBA championship at 
the end of the year.

The undrafted Strus spent most of the 
2021-2022 season coming off the bench. 
He replaced Duncan Robinson and started 
the Heat’s final six regular-season games 
before being held out of the team’s regu-
lar-season finale.

The 6-foot-5, 215-pound swingman 
earned his promotion to the first team by 
averaging a career-high 10.6 points, three 
rebounds, 1.4 assists and 23.3 minutes a 
game, while shooting a career-best 41 per-
cent on 6.5 three-point attempts per game. 
He hoped he was prepared for the playoff 
“moment” and was ready to rely on his 
veteran teammates to help him out.

Strus finished the 2021-2022 campaign 
ranked third-best among 47 NBA players 
who averaged more than six three-point-
ers per game while appearing in over 50  
games. His 41 percent shooting was 
topped only by LA Clippers guard Luke 
Kennard (44.9 percent) and Memphis 
Grizzlies guard Desmond Bane (43.6 per-
cent).

Strus points out his high level of effi-
ciency shooting three-pointers has forced 

opposing defenses to guard him more 
closely. He is fortunate Heat point guard 
Kyle Lowry is extremely adept at finding 
the open man on the court.

Strus is also starting to get recognized 
on the streets of Miami as a result of his 
increased playing time. He’s not being 
mistaken for teammate Duncan Robinson 
like in the past couple of years. He has 
developed his own identity and role on a 
solid Miami Heat team.

Chmelevski joins Shark attack

In this year’s Hockey News Yearbook, 
Ukrainian Alexander “Sasha” Chmelevski 
was, at the tender age of 22, still rated the 
San Jose Sharks’ number nine prospect. His 

Alexander “Sasha” Chmelevski plays 
center for the National Hockey League’s 

San Jose Sharks.

Hockeydb.com

by Ihor N. Stelmach

On March 11, a 15-year-old youngster 
and his mother concluded a trek spanning 
some 54 hours and 5,000 miles. It was an 
odyssey that began in a car south of Kyiv 
and it meant the pair had to leave their 
family, friends and country behind so that 
the boy could keep living his life in safety. 
They had arrived at Orlando International 
Airport, Terminal B, in Orlando, Fla., with a 
sense of disbelief, thinking that their ordeal 
was all a dream.

At the beginning of March, the boy – 
Ukrainian golfer Mykhailo Golod – was 
stuck in Kyiv’s war zone. Hearing about his 
dire predicament, the golf community got 
together to help out one of its own.

It all started with people communicating 
with Golod via Instagram, encouraging him 
with thoughts and prayers. Fellow junior 
golfers from past competitions reached out 
to chat. An instructor connected with some 
golf videos and offered feedback.

Golf instructor David Leadbetter and 
Global Golf Post founder and American 
Junior Golf Association board member Jim 
Nugent went further by putting together an 
action plan. Nugent assembled a fundraiser 
and got the United States Golf Association 
and Country Club of North Carolina 
involved in the cause. The group raised sev-
eral thousand dollars and Leadbetter 
offered Golod a full scholarship to his 
Orlando golf academy, which included com-

plimentary housing. This was Leadbetter’s 
answer of how he could help Ukraine in its 
fight against Russia’s aggression.

Ahead was the humongous task of 
uprooting Golod from Ukraine. Initially the 
group thought it was too dangerous to flee 
Kyiv, but continued extreme Russian bomb-

ing forced mother, father and son to pack 
up and travel southward to stay with 
grandparents and devise a strategy to flee 
Ukraine.

Golod had by now learned that his story 
had reached a wider audience, and he 
learned of Leadbetter’s offer. He was 
beyond humbled by the love, support and 
generosity coming his way. Broken down, 
however, the offer was bittersweet.

Ukrainian military law would not allow 
Golod’s father, Oleg, to leave, and with his 
grandparents in poor health, his mother 
would also remain in Ukraine. Going to 
Florida would mean separating from his 
family. The heartbreaking decision boiled 
down to two determining factors: one was 
the enormity of the opportunity and the 
salvation they were being offered, and the 
other was the seemingly endless danger of 
the Russian assault on Kyiv.

The threesome headed west in a car, 
planning for a four-day trip out of Ukraine 
mainly on safer country backroads. Their 
route had hardly any traffic and zero 
Russian resistance, allowing them to travel 
500 miles in 15 hours before stopping for 
curfew laws. The vehicles they passed going 
the opposite way were almost all tanks. The 
Golods were fortunate to find lodging at a 
roadside motel. This would be the last night 
they spent together as a family.

They reached the Hungary border the 
next day, which was a mere 100-mile drive. 
Here the boy said goodbye to his father, 

while his mother went on with him to 
Budapest, both took a flight to London, 
then onward to Orlando. His mother would 
return to Ukraine three days later, meeting 
back up with Oleg and they would make 
their way back to Kyiv.

The airplane flights were long, made 
even longer by the reality setting in. Young 
Golod was beyond bleary from the mental, 
psychological and emotional anguish from 
the prior two weeks. At the same time, as 
he walked through Orlando’s Terminal B, 
he was amazed at how quickly his escape 
had come together and where he was at the 
moment.

Golod was a bit upset shortly after his 
arrival in Orlando, and his welcoming party 
was worried he was in a mental conflict. It 
turned out that his golf clubs were lost in 
London and he would not be able to prac-
tice the next day.

His first day in the U.S. was spent setting 
up bank accounts, signing up for credit 
cards and getting a phone number. It was 
decided he would finish his last two years 
of high school in Florida before pursuing 
college. He was hoping to travel to Ponte 
Vedra Beach, Fla., to see the Players 
Championship golf tournament.

Golod is one lucky young man and he 
knows it. He knows he will never be able to 
personally thank everyone who helped 
extricate him from a life and death situation 

Golf community recruits young Ukrainian golfer, potentially saving his life

Mykhailo Golod is a young golfer who 
has arrived in Orlando, Fla., from war-

torn Ukraine.

Florida State Golf Association

(Continued on page 17)

(Continued on page 17)
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Ukraine’s national team prepares for qualifiers with chance to reach 2022 World Cup
Notwithstanding the supportive, well-

meant mission statements espoused by the 
United Nations and the International 
Olympic Committee, the faultless victims 
trying to survive the war in Ukraine awake 
in the morning not sure if they will survive 
to see another sunrise.

Among the innocent Ukrainians protect-
ing themselves from Russian military forces 
on the ground and from bombs falling from 
the skies are some 26 members of the 
country’s national soccer team, which is 
still hoping to qualify for the 2022 World 
Cup in November.

Russia’s invasion postponed Ukraine’s 
playoff qualifier against Scotland in 
Glasgow on March 24. The match has been 
tentatively rescheduled for June. The other 
11 members of Ukraine’s national team are 
staying in shape by playing in leagues out-
side the country, such as the English 
Premier League.

The team’s head coach, 64-year-old 
Oleksandr Petrakov, lists his top priority 
these days as helping to defend his country. 
But due to his advanced years has been 
refused any active role in Ukraine’s territo-
rial defense. He has declined to leave his 
Kyiv home for safer grounds in western 
Ukraine.

In a conversation with the Guardian, 
Petrakov shared the concerns his players 

constantly voice for his safety.
“They’re calling to me saying, ‘Please be 

safe. We couldn’t bear it if you were killed. 
You’re staying in a dangerous zone.’ But it is 
easier here,” Petrakov said. “If I were there, 
it would be harder. Mostly, all the parents of 
these players are staying in Ukraine. The 
players worry.”

The last European qualifiers, which 
includes a game against Wales, is set to 

determine the fourth team in Group B, 
which consists of the United States, 
England and Iran. The Ukrainian team may 
end up having their training camp in the 
United Kingdom. After not practicing or 
playing matches for several months, their 
tentative June qualifier would require a 
series of structured practices. This could 
include scrimmages and exhibition match-
es against English Premier League teams.

Ukraine’s national soccer team serves as 
yet another super example of the country’s 
determination and spirit. The team could 
have easily ceded its position in the qualifi-
ers and the international soccer world 
would have completely understood and 
sympathized with such a decision. They 
chose not to forfeit, and for their resolve 
and courage they deserve across-the-board 
support in every way possible as they seek 
to advance to the World Cup.

In competitive sports, enduring memo-
ries are often made when athletes triumph 
over adversity.  For Ukraine and its athletes, 
they have faced incredible adversity, and 
much of the world seems to be routing for 
the country and its athletes.

Taking into consideration what has hap-
pened in Ukraine since February 24, the 
members of the Ukrainian national soccer 
team are no longer just playing for a slot in 
the World Cup and the honor of their 
homeland. From this day forward, Team 
Ukraine will epitomize everything that is 
correct and honorable in a civilized world.

To borrow and restate from a speech by 
President John F. Kennedy, those will be 
occasions when all free people, wherever 
they reside, will be citizens of Ukraine.

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@
sfgsports.com.

Ukraine’s national soccer team during a training session in Slovenia in April.
Ukrainian Association of Football

in war-torn Ukraine. He swears he will not 
let them down.

Playing in Florida tournament

Golod loves the sport of golf, but he 
never imagined how much the sport loved 
him back. It turned out it was enough to 
rescue him from war-torn Ukraine and 
bring him to the United States. Golod’s fam-
ily lives less than seven miles from the 
Ukrainian town of Bucha where hundreds 
of Ukrainians were killed by Russian sol-
diers.

The next stop on his incredible journey 
was in Naples, Fla., where the youngster 
was scheduled to play in the 26th annual 
Terra Cotta Invitational, a tournament for 
elite male amateurs at Naples National Golf 
Club from April 29 to May 1. The 
434-ranked amateur in the world has expe-
rienced highs and lows since March 11. He 
gets to practice as much golf as he wants 
and has improved his game since coming to 
the U.S. On the other hand, his immediate 
family is in Ukraine, and he suffers from 
anxiety and constant worrying about their 
well-being. It is the first time in his life that 
he has lived away from his family.

Golod’s harrowing situation was chroni-
cled on previously in The Ukrainian Weekly 
(“Ukrainian Golfer Trapped in War Zone,” 
March 27). The golf world came together, 
raising enough funds to help the young 
Ukrainian come to the United States. A fun-
draiser raised thousands of dollars from 
the golf industry to support the youngster.

Since coming to Florida, he has been an 
honorary starter at  The Players 
Championship in  Ponte Vedra Beach, Fla., 
observed practice play at The Masters and 
was honored during The Masters at the 
annual Golf Writers Association of America 
banquet.

In the meantime, he’s been honing his 

game and played in an American Junior 
Golf Association event. Next up for him is 
the Terra Cotta. His performance at the 
American Junior Golf Association tourna-
ment was far from his best – he had not 
played in a tournament for some three 
months. Terra Cotta tournament chairman 
Denny Glass heard about Golod’s story, 
reached out to Leadbetter and invited the 
three-time Ukrainian juniors champ to play 
in his event.

The first-ever Ukrainian golfer to play in 
the U.S. Junior Amateur (2021) is familiar 
with the Terra Cotta, a high-level tourney 
with mostly ranked players. He was 
amazed that he received an invitation and 
hopes to show his appreciation with some 
outstanding golf.

Although Golod’s body is in Florida, his 
mind often wanders back to his homeland. 
It is difficult for him to comprehend the 
destruction going on in the places and cit-
ies where he lived and visited his entire life.

The golf course and clubhouse where he 
learned the sport has been destroyed. His 
mother and father are safe in their Kyiv 
home for now. All around other areas of 
Ukraine, atrocities abound. Golf, at least 
temporarily, is a break from the harsh reali-
ty of everyday life. He also takes time to fin-
ish up his Ukrainian school work remotely.

Where would Mykhailo “Misha” Golod 
be without the sport of golf?

Golf has provided him an exit from his 
home, which has been ravaged by an 
unprovoked war launched by Russia. Golf 
has expanded his circle of acquaintances 
and established a network of connections 
for this 15-year-old. Golf has allowed him 
to experience the sport at highly competi-
tive levels and to see some incredible 
sights. Golf has provided him a potentially 
lucrative, fulfilling future in a home-away-
from-home environment. Golf just may 
have saved the young boy’s life.

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@
sfgsports.com.

scouting report read: Skating and mobility 
are improving. Soft hands make him a top-
level playmaker in the American Hockey 
League. He has been a Sharks’ top-ten 
prospect for the past three years. In the 
2021-2022 season, Chmelevski saw action 
mostly in the AHL with the San Jose 
Barracuda, totaling 37 points with 12 
goals in 47 games, third best on the team. 
After a few quick cups of coffee with the 
parent squad, Chmelevski earned another 
call-up in late March. In 17 games with the 
Sharks (through April 24), he has notched 
six assists and has taken a regular shift on 
a few forward lines. He just may be up for 
good.

Chmelevski played in only five games 
for the Sharks during the shortened 2020-
2021 season, collecting a pair of assists 
and a bit of valuable NHL experience in 
only his second full year as a professional. 
That did not count for much at San Jose’s 
training camp last fall. He dressed in only 
three preseason games and was sent 
down to the Barracuda.

Chmelevski has the look of a completely 
different player these days.

He was recalled in late March with for-
wards Jonathan Dahlen and Matt Nieto out 
with injuries. He had a point in his first 
game back, assisting on Logan Couture’s 
game-winning goal in the Sharks’ 4-3 win 
over Calgary on March 22. He started the 
game on the fourth line, but moved up to 
the second line, playing right wing with 
captain Logan Couture.

He found his game in late November 
while with the Barracuda, going on an 11 
goal, 21 assist, 32 point tear in 34 games. 
In his last eight AHL contests, he went 
3G-10A-13PTS. He was able to forget 
about his sub-par training camp and dis-
appointment in not making the big club.

With the Sharks facing a tight salary 

cap situation heading into next season, the 
team will need several players on afford-
able contracts to make a difference on 
their roster. Chmelevski is projected to be 
one of those players. He will be a restrict-
ed free agent in the coming offseason, but 
it is expected the Sharks will extend him a 
qualifying offer given his marked improve-
ment in 2021-2022.

He’s certainly making the most of his 
latest opportunity, providing much need-
ed playmaking for the Sharks’ offensive 
attack.

Pinchuk outpointed by Federici

On April 9, Rivers Casino in Schenec-
tady, N.Y., was the venue for some prime-
time boxing when Italy’s Simone “Tyson” 
Federici met Pittsburgh’s Ukrainian 
Lyubo myr “Demolition Man” Pinchuk in 
the main event.

Round one wasted no time in getting 
the jam-packed crowd of boxing fans out 
of their seats as both fighters took to the 
offensive, coming out swinging, seeking to 
follow through on their game plans. 
Federici found success with his inside 
strategy, landing a quick series of effective 
punches with rapid speed, forcing his 
opponent to counter punch off his back 
foot. Pinchuk responded with combina-
tions to Federici’s body, hoping to use the 
jab to keep the Italian at a safe distance. 
An accidental banging of heads with one 
minute left in the fourth round caused a 
gash over Federici’s eye.

Both fighters showed a committed 
resolve through all 10 rounds. Federici’s 
ability to have his way inside with Pinchuk 
proved to be the ultimate difference and 
the judges ruled in Federici’s favor by 
unanimous decision. Federici (19-2-1, 8 
KO) successfully defended his WBC CA 
title and became the new NABA Gold 
Champion. Pinchuk’s record moved to 
14-3-1, 8 KO.

The three judges scored the fight 99-91, 
97-93, 97-93 in favor of Federici.

(Continued from page 16)
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71st Annual Membership Meeting 
Thursday, May 12, 2022

3:00 P.M. 
St. George Academy Auditorium  

215 East 6th Street, New York City

Members are required to pre-register, seating is limited. 
Please call (212) 473-7310 ext#4144 

This year the terms of the following members 
of the Board of Directors expire:
Stefan Kaczaraj and Adam Hapij

Nominations for positions on the Board can be forwarded to:
SELF RELIANCE (NY) FCU

108 Second Avenue
New York, NY 10003

Attn: Nominating Committee

There will be No Reception and No Food or Beverages will be served.

Masks will be required.
Members are requested to bring their regular share passbook.
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Through May 21 Art exhibit, “Ukrainian Kids Art,” featuring works
Sarasota, FL by children in Ukraine and Poland, Polish-American 
 Friends of the Arts and Sciences, Chasen Gallery II, 
 koshoolki@gmail.com or 847-322-7387

Through June 26 Photo exhibit, “Stop the War in Ukraine,” Ukrainian
Chicago National Museum, www.ukrainiannationalmuseum.org

May 12 71st Annual Membership Meeting, Selfreliance New York
New York  Federal Credit Union, St. George Academy Auditorium,
 212-473-7310 (ext. 4144)

May 12 Presentation by Norman Farrell, “International Criminal
Stanford, CA  Law, its Legal Framework and its Application in Ukraine,”
 Stanford University, www.stanford.edu

May 13 Film screening, “Return Sasyk to the Sea” by Andrea
Jenkintown, PA Odezynska, Ukrainian Educational and Cultural Center, 
 www.ueccphila.org

May 14 Convention banquet, Ukrainian National Association, 
Kerhonkson, NY  Soyuzivka Heritage Center, 845-626-5641

May 15 Family workshop, “Ukrainian Folk Costumes,” The Ukrainian
New York Museum, www.ukrainianmuseum.org or 212-228-0110

May 15 Spring concert, Voloshky School, St. Michael the Archangel
Jenkintown, PA www.voloshkyschool.com or https://mykhailivka.org

May 15 Rally in front of the Embassy of Russia, Ukrainian Canadian 
Ottawa Congress – Ottawa Branch, Embassy of Russia, www.ucc.ca

May 17 Concert, “Sing for Ukraine,” held in conjunction with
Sarasota, FL the “Ukrainian Kids Art” exhibit, Polish-American
 Friends of the Arts and Sciences, Chasen Gallery II,  
 koshoolki@gmail.com or 847-322-7387

May 21 Debutante ball and benefit for Ukraine, Taras Shevchenko
Washington  School of Ukrainian Studies of Greater Washington, 
 The Washington Group, Omni Shorham Hotel, 
 www.dcukrainiandeb.com or zabavadc@gmail.com

May 21 Motorcycle Ride 4 Ukraine, Marlton Middle School, 
Philadelphia United Ukrainian American Relief Committee, 
 Ukrainian American Sports Center – Tryzub, 
 Ukrainetrainmotorun@gmail.com or www.uuarc.org

May 22 Family workshop, “Ukrainian Folk Tales,” The Ukrainian
New York Museum, www.ukrainianmuseum.org or 212-228-0110

May 22 Benefit concert for Ukraine, featuring the Soloveyky
Jenkintown, PA  Choir and Performing Group, Ukrainian Educational and
 Cultural Center, www.ueccphila.org

June 4 Ukrainian Relief Garden Tour, Ukrainian National Women’s
Brick, NJ League of America (Branch 98), 932-492-3408

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

ПЛЕМ’Я ПЛАСТУНОК  „ПЕРШІ СТЕЖІ“
влаштовує

„ДЕННИЙ ТАБІР ПТАШАТ ПРИ ПЛАСТІ“
     для дітей від 4 до 6 років, які володіють 

(розуміють і розмовляють) українською мовою

• Дитина мусить мати закінчених 4 роки життя до 31 серпня 2022 р. Вийнятків немає. 
• Дитина мусить мати усі приписані щеплення.
• Дитина, яка склала Заяву Вступу до новацтва, не може брати участи в таборaх для Пташат.

 Табір відбудеться на Союзівці  у двох групах:
• від неділі, 26 червня, до суботи, 2 липня 2022 р.
• від неділі, 3 липня, до суботи, 9 липня 2022 р.

У справі кімнат просимо порозуміватися безпосередньо з Адміністрацією Союзівки:
SOYUZIVKA, P. O. Box 529, 216 Foordmore Road, Kerhonkson, NY 12446

                         (845) 626-5641;  www. Soyuzivka.com;  Fax: 845-626-4638

• Tаборова оплата: $150.00 ($20.00 незворотні); оплата за два тижні – 290.00 дол.
• Tаборову оплату через PayPal та зголошення слід посилати до: 

  Chrystyna Nazarewycz-Silecky
chrystynan@hotmail.com  •  636 219 3358

• Реченець зголошень: 20 травня 2022 р.  •  Після реченця зголошень не приймаємо.
• Лікарську посвідку НЕ пересилати з анкетою зголошення. Просимо передати при       
   реєстрації.

КАРТА ЗГОЛОШЕННЯ НА ТАБІР ПТАШАТ-2022
Ім’я і прізвище дитини ....................................................................................................................

                        по-українськи і по-англійськи

Дата народження ...............................................................................................................................
Адреса ....................................................................................................................................................
Телефон .................................................... E-mail ..............................................................................

Просимо залучити посвідку дати народження дитини, яку вперше вписуєтe на табір
     ☐ від 26 червня до 2 липня 2022 р.  ☐ від 3 липня до 9 липня 2022 р.
    Розмір таборової сорочинки дитини: ☐ 6-8,  ☐10-12,    ☐14-16.
     ☐ Залучую чек на суму $..............           ☐ Резервую кімнату на Союзівці

.........................................................................................................................................................
ім’я і прізвище матері (подати дівоче прізвище)

Завваги .........................................................................................................................................
..........................................................................................................................................................
..........................................................................................................................................................
 .......................................................................................................Підпис батька або матері

“So, when I think of rebuilding starting 
already, I mean the most basic essential servic-
es, which people need to live, again, water, 
electricity, heat and some very basic [needs]. ... 
Bridges, for example, the bridges and so on 
that were blown up, in that case, by our own 
armed forces,” Ms. Jaresko said, adding that 
“the cost is hard to estimate because the dam-
age increases every single day.”

“What I would say is we are talking about 
hundreds and hundreds of billions of dollars 
depending on how long this lasts. This could 
be up to $1 trillion and this is going to be 
probably the largest single rebuilding plan in 
history,” said Ms. Jaresko, a first generation 
Ukrainian American who lived in Ukraine for 
25 years.

Ms. Jaresko, born in 1965 in Chicago, first 
came to Ukraine in 1992 to serve as the chief 
of the economics section of the newly opened 
U.S. Embassy in Kyiv. She later co-founded and 
was the chief executive officer of the fund-
management firm Horizon Capital.

Asked about funding to pay for the massive 
project of rebuilding Ukraine, Ms. Jaresko said 
that some of the money will come from 
Russian frozen assets.

The effort to rebuild Ukraine “will also 
require, to a large extent, that Russian frozen 
assets be at the very core of the funding. There 
are at least $300 billion in Central Bank of 
Russia reserves that have been frozen.  And of 
course, there have been assets that have been 
frozen across the globe from different oli-
garchs and different other sanctioned entities,” 
said Ms. Jaresko, adding “that we need to look 
to reparations on an ongoing basis from 
Russia to rebuild what it has destroyed.”

Asked for her prognosis of much effort it 
will take for Ukraine to utilize Russian assets 
that have been frozen and seized, Ms. Jaresko 
said, “Well, it’s going to be difficult. We’re 
going to need legislation in every environ-
ment. Legislation that we haven’t seen yet.”

Readers can hear the full audio interview 
with Ms. Jaresko by visiting The Ukrainian 
Weekly’s “Krynytsya” podcasts https://sub-
scription.ukrweekly.com/podcasts/, and the 
full transcript of Ms. Jaresko’s interview is 
available at www.ukrweekly.com.

(Continued from page 1)
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