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Kalush Orchestra wins Eurovision song contest,  
calls for international community to help Ukraine

by Bohdan Sereda

LVIV – The Ukrainian folk-rap musical 
group Kalush Orchestra won the Euro-
vision song contest held in Turin, Italy, on 
May 15 with a performance that concluded 
with a call to help Ukrainian soldiers who 
have been stranded defending the besieged 
port city of Mariupol.

“I ask all of you, please help Ukraine, 
Mariupol. Help Azovstal right now,” the 
band’s lead singer, Oleh Psiuk, shouted 
after Kalush Orchestra performed the con-
test-winning song “Stefania,” which is an 
ode to a Ukrainian mother.

It is the third time that Ukrainian musi-
cians have won the contest, which is one of 
the most popular cultural events in Europe 
that is watched by tens of millions of peo-
ple on live television.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelens-
kyy congratulated Kalush Orchestra on the 
win and he promised that next year’s com-
petition would be held in the rebuilt, free 
city of Mariupol.

Since it won this year’s contest, Ukraine 
has the right to host next year’s Eurovision 
competition.

Members and fans of Ukraine’s Kalush Orchestra celebrate the band’s win at the 
Eurovision song contest on May 15 in Turin, Italy.

Corinne Cumming, European Broadcast Union

(Continued on page 7)

The Ukrainian National Association held its 40th Regular Convention at the Soyuzivka Heritage Center in Kerhonkson, N.Y., on May 13-15.  Convention delegates elect-
ed Roman Hirniak to the position of president/chief executive officer, as well as members of the UNA’s Corporate Board of Directors. Those individuals will begin their 
term on July 1.  A story covering the UNA’s 40th Regular Convention will appear in The Ukrainian Weekly’s next issue.

Ukrainian National Association holds 40th Regular Convention

Michael Gold

by Mark Raczkiewycz

CHICAGO – On the 85th day of Russia’s 
unprovoked invasion of Ukraine, the U.S. 
bicameral legislature passed a massive $40 
billion emergency aid package for Ukraine 
as the war-torn country is gaining momen-
tum in the fight against its former colonizer. 

The Senate on May 19 approved the bill, 
designed to send military and humanitari-
an assistance to Ukraine, by an 86-11 vote. 

Funding will partly go toward helping 

Ukraine’s military and national security 
forces while being directed to replenish U.S. 
supplies of equipment that have been sent 
to the beleaguered country. Public health 
and medical support for Ukrainian asylum 
seekers is included in the legislative pack-
age, CNN reported. 

The House of Representatives had 
passed the bill earlier this month after 
increasing the dollar amount from the $33 

U.S. shows signs of confidence in Ukraine’s 
victory with $40 billion aid package

Fighting in east, south approaching stalemate

(Continued on page 5)

Ukrainian service personnel gesture atop a barreled infantry fighting vehicle in the 
Kharkiv region on May 17. 

Ministry of Culture and Information Policy of Ukraine
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Zelenskyy mocks Russia’s claim

Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy says Russia’s claim that it is close 
to introducing a high-powered laser weap-
on system to shoot down drones in Ukraine 
is wartime propaganda distributed by lead-
ers afraid to admit their “catastrophic mis-
takes.” Russian Deputy Prime Minister Yuri 
Borisov said at a conference near Moscow 
on May 18 that Russia has developed laser 
systems that “are many times more power-
ful, allowing for the incineration of various 
targets,” the state-run news agency TASS 
reported. According to the report, the new 
system has a range of 5 kilometers and was 
tested on May 18, incinerating a drone 
within five seconds. Asked if such weapons 
were being used in Ukraine, Mr. Borisov 
said, “Yes. The first prototypes are already 
being used there.” The information could 
not be verified, and no pictures of the laser 
system accompanied the report, however, 
Russian President Vladimir Putin in 2018 
said that a laser weapon was part of a 
secret arsenal. The laser system is to 
replace air defense missiles, which are 
much more expensive, according to Mr. 
Borisov, who also praised a Russian laser 
weapon called Peresvet, which he said is 
being widely deployed and, while it cannot 
shoot down drones, can blind satellites up 
to 1,500 kilometers above Earth. Mr. 
Zelenskyy mocked the announcement in 
his nightly video address, saying it “clearly 
indicates the complete failure of the inva-
sion” and shows that Russian leaders “are 
afraid to admit that catastrophic mistakes 
were made at the highest state and military 
level in Russia.” Mr. Zelenskyy said Russian 
leaders are searching for a “wonder weap-
on,” a reference to propaganda that Nazi 
Germany spread about nonexistent weap-
ons that would ensure a turning point after 
it became clear that Germany had no 
chance of winning the war. The Ukrainian 
military earlier said its forces repulsed 16 
attacks by the Russian army in the Donetsk 
and Luhansk regions and destroyed several 
units of Russian equipment, including eight 
tanks and more than 20 armored vehicles, 
and shot down a Su-34 fighter jet. But the 
military also said fighting in the Donetsk 
and Luhansk regions had killed at least 15 
civilians and destroyed and damaged doz-

ens of houses. The claims of the Ukrainian 
military could not be independently veri-
fied. Ukrainian officials said earlier on May 
18 that they were trying to negotiate the 
release of the remaining soldiers holed up 
at Mariupol’s Azovstal steelworks. Russian 
Defense Ministry spokesman Maj. Gen. Igor 
Konashenkov said that nearly 1,000 
Ukrainian fighters at the plant – Ukraine’s 
last stronghold in the besieged southern 
port city of Mariupol – had “surrendered” 
by early on May 18. All of them were 
reportedly transferred to territory in east-
ern Ukraine that is controlled by Russia-
backed separatists. Ukrainian authorities 
have not confirmed the numbers, and 
Ukrainian Deputy Defense Minister Hanna 
Malyar said negotiations for the fighters’ 
release were ongoing, as were plans to 
extract those who are still inside the 
sprawling steel plant. Reports have esti-
mated that as many as 2,000 Ukrainian 
fighters had been holed up in Azovstal. In 
diplomatic developments, the United States 
said it was reopening its embassy in Kyiv, 
and the U.S. Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee unanimously approved Presi-
dent Joe Biden’s nominee Bridget A. Brink, 
as the next U.S. ambassador to Ukraine. 
“The Ukrainian people ... have defended 
their homeland in the face of Russia’s 
unconscionable invasion, and, as a result, 
the Stars and Stripes are flying over the 
Embassy once again,” said U.S. Secretary of 
State Antony Blinken in a statement 
announcing the reopening of the embassy. 
The nomination of veteran diplomat 
Bridget Brink is expected to easily win a 
vote in the full Senate after clearing the 
committee. Russia said it was expelling 
embassy staff from France, Spain and Italy 
in retaliation for similar moves by those 
countries. The Foreign Affairs Ministry in 
Moscow said on May 18 that it had 
informed diplomats from the three coun-
tries that they been declared personae non 
gratae. In another retaliatory move, Russia 
announced that it will close the Moscow 
offices of the Canadian Broadcasting 
Corporation (CBC) after Canada formally 
banned RT and RT France from its air-
waves. RT has been accused of spreading 
propaganda and blocked in most Western 

(Continued on page 14)

 NEWS ANALYSIS

by Pavel K. Baev
Eurasia Daily Monitor

Russia’s aggression against Ukraine has 
energized the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO) in every possible way, 
reviving the alliance’s purpose and unity, 
and granting it new attractiveness in 
Europe as well as greater prominence in 
the Indo-Pacific. The prospect of Finland 
and Sweden joining the 30-member bloc 
was hypothetical at best last autumn, when 
Moscow issued an ultimatum, demanding 
that NATO curtail its activities in Central 
Eastern Europe. But it became increasingly 
realistic as public opinion in both Nordic 
countries reacted to the onset of a major 
war in the middle of the continent. Finally, 
it has become practical, as the two govern-
ments finalize their accession applications, 
to be submitted over the coming days. 
President Vladimir Putin reflected on his 
failed posturing in the May 9 Victory Day 
speech addressing the military parade on 
Red Square. And last on May 13, he put the 
issue of NATO enlargement on the agenda 
of the virtual session of Russia’s Security 
Council (Izvestia, May 13).

The urge to deliver a strong response to 
the new accessions, which the Kremlin per-

ceives and describes as a direct threat to 
Russian security, is irresistible; but Russia’s 
capacity to produce such a convincing 
answer is undermined by its setbacks in 
the ill-planned war against Ukraine 
(Kommersant, May 12). Russia blocked the 
export of electricity to Finland, yet the 
impact of this cutoff is rather miniscule, 
and Finnish President Sauli Niinisto report-
edly never even mentioned it during his call 
with Putin on May 14 (RBC, May 13; Presi-
dentti.fi, Kremlin.ru, May 14). Commen-
tators lament that the peaceful Baltic Sea is 
turning into a “NATO lake,” but Russia can-
not counter this shift by strengthening its 
Baltic Fleet (Russian council.ru, May 13). Its 
naval shipbuilding has been severely affect-
ed by Western sanctions, and it is the Black 
Sea Fleet that badly needs reinforcements, 
particularly after the flagship cruiser 
Moskva was sunk and several combat ships 
were hit by Ukrainian missiles near Snake 
Island over the past two months (Svoboda.
org, May 13). Russian officials keep refer-
ring to “military-technical measures”: this 
may imply the deployment of non-strategic 
nuclear warheads to Kaliningrad, though 
such a move would hardly make this isolat-

by Kseniya Kirillova
Eurasia Daily Monitor

Moscow’s attempts to change the poli-
cies of other countries in its favor are not 
limited to military actions in Ukraine. 
Against the background of the war, the 
Kremlin is working to win the support of 
non-Western states in its stand-off with the 
United States and Europe. And at the same 
time, it still hopes to split the collective 
West and identify countries therein that 
can serve as agents of Russian interests.

It is possible to define three Russian geo-
political strategies. First is an attempt to 
openly create an anti-Western bloc through 
a union with China and other Asian and 
Middle Eastern states. Even prior to the 
full-scale attack on Ukraine, Russian 
experts insisted that Russia should create 
its own technical-economic bloc indepen-
dent of the West (Globalaffairs.ru, March 1, 
2021). Now, Russian commentators no lon-
ger conceal that the creation of such a 
grouping is meant to strengthen the anti-
Western inclinations of Russia’s potential 
allies, exploiting their colonial past (Valdai 
Club, April 14). Russia frightens its pro-
spective partners with “the rebirth of colo-
nialism” and seeks to present itself as their 
greatest defender (Sciencepop.ru, February 
10, 2018). Notably, the head of Russia’s for-
eign affairs ministry, Sergei Lavrov, openly 
declared recently that “the military opera-
tion in Ukraine contributes to the liberation 
of the world from the postcolonial oppres-
sion of the West” (Kommersant, April 30).

The second strategy is an attempt to 
court the most pro-Russian Western coun-
tries and use them as “agents of influence” 
in international structures. Russian media 
outlets often refer to Hungary and Serbia in 
this regard. Scholars call Hungary “one of 
the few countries openly supporting 
Russia” and note that by “being a member 

of the European Union (EU), but support-
ing the Russian side in a balanced way, 
Budapest can continue to benefit from rela-
tions with Russia” (Gazeta.ru, March 23).

As concerns Serbia, pro-Kremlin politi-
cal experts also openly indicate that 
Moscow should not demonstrate its dissat-
isfaction with the “multi-vector” policies of 
President Aleksandar Vučić or block the 
integration of his country into the EU. In 
their opinion, Belgrade’s pro-Russian policy, 
if it were more uncompromisingly open, 
might lead to increased pressure on Serbia, 
whereas “the cunning position of [Mr.] Vučić 
allows for maintaining and increasing the 
European split on the issue of energy coop-
eration with Russia” (Nezavi simaya Gazeta, 
May 11).

According to the Montenegrin political 
analyst Ljubomir Filipović, Russian influ-
ence is really strong in Serbia, and it will be 
maintained even if the country is fully inte-
grated into the EU. The situation is further 
complicated because, for the last eight 
years, Serbian media close to the govern-
ment spread Kremlin propaganda narra-
tives regarding Russia’s conflict with 
Ukraine. Mr. Filipović noted that such an 
information policy is partially a result of 
Serbia’s dependence on Russia and China 
in the Kosovo process and partially due to 
its dependence on Russian natural gas 
(author’s interview, May 14).

The consequence of such propaganda is 
an increase of radical, pro-Russian factions 
in the Serbian parliament (Regnum, April 
13) as well as the support of many Serbs 
for the Russian invasion of Ukraine 
(Deutsche Welle – Russian service, April 3). 
It is, thus, perhaps no surprise that in April, 
for the first time in history, a plurality of 
Serbs expressed opposition to entry into 
the EU (44 percent, versus 34 percent in 

Could annexation be Putin’s  
response to NATO enlargement?

Not only war: How the Kremlin tries  
to influence the policies of other countries
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Ukrainian journalists receive 2022 Pulitzer ‘Special Citation’ award
by Mark Raczkiewycz

CHICAGO – This year’s special citation 
to journalists from the U.S.-based Pulitzer 
Prize Board was awarded collectively to 
Ukrainian journalists. 

The Pulitzer Board, located at Columbia 
University in New York, presents yearly 
achievement awards in journalism, musical 
composition and literature. 

On May 9, the board said Ukrainian 
journalists were cited “for their courage, 
endurance and commitment to truthful 
reporting during [Russian President] 
Vladimir Putin’s ruthless invasion of their 
country and his propaganda war in 
Russia.”

The announcement added that, “despite 
bombardment, abductions, occupation and 
even deaths in their ranks, they [Ukrainian 
journalists] have persisted in their effort to 
provide an accurate picture of a terrible 
reality, doing honor to Ukraine and to jour-
nalists around the world.”

At least seven foreign and Ukrainian 
journalists have been killed while report-

ing since Russia renewed its invasion of 
Ukraine on February 24, according to an 
analysis this week by the New York-based 
Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ). 

The circumstances under which anoth-
er six journalists have died in Ukraine are 

still being investigated, the CPJ said. 
“There are at least 10 more names that 

do not appear on CPJ’s list of journalists 
killed in the conflict. All are Ukrainian, 
and all have worked in journalism – until 
Russia’s February invasion, when they 

left to join the war effort and died as 
combatants (CPJ’s database only tracks 
journalists killed on assignment or in cir-
cumstances possibly linked to their jour-
nalistic work),” the organization said.

More journalists may have been killed 
since February 24. 

At least 23 journalists were reported 
killed as of May 5, according to a Voice of 
America report. 

The war has caused more than 6 million 
people to flee the country and internally 
displaced an additional 7 million people. 
Thousands of civilians and soldiers have 
been killed and whole towns and cities 
have been razed to the ground.

In 2021, the special citation award 
went to Darnella Frazier, who was 17 years 
old and “courageously” recorded the mur-
der of George Floyd in Minneapolis, the 
Pulitzer Board said. 

Her video “spurred protests against 
police brutality around the world, high-
lighting the crucial role of citizens in jour-
nalists’ quest for truth and justice,” the 
journalism body said.

The Pulitzer Board’s special citation of May 9 for Ukrainian journalists.
Twitter.com/PulitzerPrizes

As college commencement season begins, dozens of U.S. schools award Zelenskyy honorary doctoral degrees
by Mark Temnycky

This year, some 29 colleges and univer-
sities in the United States have announced 
that they will or already have awarded 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
with honorary doctoral degrees in recogni-
tion of his exemplary leadership and perse-
verance during Russia’s brutal war on 
Ukraine.

Each year around May, colleges and uni-
versities in the United States award honor-
ary doctoral degrees to politicians, educa-
tors, civil servants and other public figures 
for their service and contribution to society.

The recipients of honorary doctoral 
degrees in humane letters are typically 
awarded the title because they exemplify 
excellence and have enriched humanity at 
large.

The Ukrainian president has received an 
outpouring of support from around the 
globe because of the courage, bravery and 
leadership he has repeatedly displayed in 
leading his war-ravaged country.

Mr. Zelenskyy is expected to receive the 
John F. Kennedy Profile in Courage Award 
on May 22. He was selected for the award 
because he has “marshaled the spirit, patri-
otism and untiring sacrifice of the 
Ukrainian people in a life-or-death fight for 
their country,” the John F. Kennedy Library 
Foundation said in a statement announcing 
this year’s honorees.

Born in Kryvyi Rih, Ukraine, in 1978, Mr. 
Zelenskyy earned a degree in law from Kyiv 
National Economic University in 2000. He 
worked in show business for two decades 
before announcing his candidacy for the 
Ukrainian presidency. On the 2019 presi-
dential campaign trail, Mr. Zelenskyy ran 
on an anti-establishment and anti-corrup-
tion platform.

Following the 2019 Ukrainian presiden-
tial election, where he won 73 percent of 
the vote, Mr. Zelenskyy worked with his 
government to implement anti-corruption 
reforms so that the country could meet 
European standards of governance.

Progress was slow, but Ukrainians reit-
erated their aspirations of integrating with 
the West. Most recently, Ukraine made his-
tory when it formally requested to join the 
European Union. The European Parliament 
already reviewed the candidacy bid (the 

organization recommended that the EU 
give Ukraine candidate status). The EU is 
expected to review Ukraine’s application 
later this year.

Throughout the course of Russia’s full-

scale war on Ukraine, which began on 
February 24, Mr. Zelenskyy has shown the 
world how much his fellow Ukrainians are 
willing to sacrifice to achieve freedom and 
democracy as they continue to fight for 

their goal of integrating with the West.
Mr. Zelenskyy’s actions, as well as those 

of all Ukrainians during this trying time, 
have inspired much of the world.

Alfred University, a private educational 
institution based in Alfred, N.Y., was the 
first to bestow on Mr. Zelenskyy an honor-
ary doctoral degree.

Since then, schools across New York 
have followed suit. They were followed by 
schools in California, Michigan, North 
Carolina, Pennsylvania, Virginia and West 
Virginia.

Utica University in Utica, N.Y., conferred 
an honorary doctor of laws degree on Mr. 
Zelenskyy at its 2022 undergraduate com-
mencement ceremony on May 12 in recog-
nition of his “courageous and principled 
stand against violence and tyranny.”

The degree was presented by Robert 
Brvenik, the chair of the university’s Board 
of Trustees, and was accepted on behalf of 
the honoree by Utica University cybersecu-
rity Prof. Maxim Gorbachevsky, who is orig-
inally from Ukraine, and Vasyl Yurkuts, a 
Ukrainian student in the school’s English 
program.

“We are proud to join a distinguished 
group of higher education institutions in 

Utica University in Utica, N.Y., conferred an honorary doctor of laws degree on 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy on May 12. The degree was presented by 
Robert Brvenik (right), the chair of the university’s Board of Trustees, and Dr. Laura 
M. Casamento, president of Utica University. It was accepted on behalf of the honoree 
by Utica University cybersecurity Prof. Maxim Gorbachevsky (second from the 
right), who is originally from Ukraine, and Vasyl Yurkuts (second from the left), a 

Ukrainian student in the school’s English program.

Utica University

Pro bono legal assistance available  
for Ukrainians completing TPS application 

by Marko W. Kipa

WASHINGTON – The secretary of the 
United States Department of Homeland 
Security on April 19 designated Ukraine 
for Temporary Protected Status (TPS) for 
18 months. During this time period, TPS 
beneficiaries are eligible to live and work 
in the United States, and may not be 
removed, provided they continue to 
meet TPS requirements.

Ukrainian nationals, who have contin-
uously resided in the United States since 
April 11 and who have been continuous-
ly physically present in the United States 
since April 19, may be eligible to apply 

for TPS.
Individuals who have no nationality 

but last habitually resided in Ukraine, 
and who otherwise meet TPS criteria, 
also may be eligible to apply.  The regis-
tration period coincides with the 
18-month TPS designation and will be 
extended until October 19, 2023.

It is estimated that approximately 
60,000 individuals are eligible to apply 
for TPS.  To meet the anticipated demand, 
a team of more than 2,000 attorneys from 
leading companies and law firms across 
the United States have partnered with 
Lawyers for Good Government (L4GG), 
an established 501(c)(3) non-profit orga-

nization, to provide free assistance to eli-
gible individuals completing their TPS 
applications.

Individuals interested in receiving 
such assistance may submit their prelimi-
nary information at the following web-
site: www.L4GG.org/TPS-Ukraine. The 
form can be completed in English or 
Ukrainian.  Applicants will be screened 
for eligibility and matched with a pro 
bono attorney.

 
Marko W. Kipa is a senior lawyer at a 

Fortune 30 company in Philadelphia.  His 
employer has partnered with L4GG to sup-
port the TPS for Ukraine Pro Bono Project.

(Continued on page 7)
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Russia’s capture of Azovstal: Symbolic success or ‘Pyrrhic’ victory?
by Todd Prince

RFE/RL

Russia’s capture of a massive steel plant 
in the port city of Mariupol where hun-
dreds of soldiers ended their fight after a 
grueling siege will represent a symbolic 
victory for the Kremlin at this stage of its 
invasion of Ukraine rather than a signifi-
cant military breakthrough, analysts said.

Russia had already controlled Mariupol 
since mid-April with the exception of the 
11-square-kilometer Azovstal steel plant, 
where hundreds of fighters were holding 
out in underground tunnels and bunkers, 
in the process becoming an icon of 
Ukraine’s dogged resistance to its more 
powerful neighbor.

Military analysts said that Ukraine’s 
armed forces had no realistic chance of res-
cuing the fighters, the last bastion of resis-
tance in the devastated city after nearly 
three months of full-scale war following the 
Russian invasion on February 24.

Mariupol, the second-largest city in the 
Donetsk region, lies on a strategic swath of 
land on the Sea of Azov coast that stretches 
from the Russian border in the east to the 
isthmus that links mainland Ukraine to 
Russian-controlled Crimea – a potential 
‘land-bridge’ giving Russia overland access 
to the peninsula.

Ukraine announced on May 16 that it 
had called on its troops at Azovstal to stop 
resisting. The Defense Ministry said that 
264 fighters, including 53 who were 
severely wounded, left the plant and were 
taken to Russian-controlled territory. 
Russia, which gave slightly different num-
bers, said they had “laid down their arms 
and surrendered.”

On May 18, the Russian military said 
that an additional 694 Ukrainian soldiers at 
Azovstal had surrendered over the previ-
ous 24 hours. Ukrainian authorities have 
not confirmed that.

“In practical terms, the end of the siege 
at Azovstal does not alter the trajectory of 
the war very much,” Robert Person, an 
associate professor of international rela-

tions at the U.S. Military Academy at West 
Point, told RFE/RL.

“In controlling the rest of Mariupol, 
which Russia has done for several weeks 
now, the Kremlin already had its land 
bridge to Crimea. Azovstal doesn’t really tip 
the balance there,” said Mr. Person, who 
does not speak for the U.S. Defense 
Department.

‘Maximum domestic propaganda’

The fighters at Azovstal tied down thou-
sands of Russian troops for weeks, giving 
Ukraine’s military time to fight and repel 
Russian forces in other arenas of the war 
such as the areas around Kyiv, the capital, 
and Kharkiv, the eastern city that is the 
country’s second largest.

“Although [Russian President Vladimir] 
Putin will squeeze maximum domestic pro-
paganda value out of the capture of Mariu-
pol, it is a pyrrhic victory that comes at 
enormous cost. The protracted fight for the 
city has drained Russia’s military of signifi-
cant manpower, weapons and equipment,” 
Mr. Person said.

The Ukrainian military leadership said 
the Azovstal defenders forced Moscow to 
maintain some 20,000 troops in Mariupol, 
though some reports indicate the number 
was significantly lower. Russia had already 
begun to move troops out of Mariupol as 
Azovstal became the last baston of resis-
tance.

The defenders had been running low on 
food and water as well as medicine and 
surgical equipment. Their fate became the 
subject of nightly news at home and abroad 
with pleas to let them go.

“The presence of those forces in Azovstal 
was a symbol that Ukraine hadn’t complete-
ly lost the campaign and remained a prob-
lem that the Russians had to deal with,” said 
Stephen Flanagan, an expert at the RAND 
Corporation, a U.S.-based think tank.

‘A series of defeats’

Officials, analysts and Western intelli-
gence agencies say that Putin had expected 
Russian forces to quickly capture Kyiv and 

other key Ukrainian cities when he ordered 
the invasion, and that he and his close asso-
ciates believed the Russian troops would in 
many cases be welcomed with open arms.

Instead, Russian forces have faced fierce 
resistance and suffered heavy casualties 
and material losses. They retreated across 
the border in the north after failing to take 
Kyiv, have been unable to seize Kharkiv and 
are struggling in their offensive in the 
Donetsk and Luhansk regions – the area 
known as the Donbas.

Russian forces may have suffered one of 
their biggest defeats in battle when dozens 
of vehicles, including tanks, and possibly 
hundreds of soldiers were wiped out by 
Ukrainian forces while trying to cross a 
river.

“After a series of defeats, this is some-
thing that will certainly be a big plus for 
Putin,” said Glen Howard, president of the 
Washington-based Jamestown Foundation.

“A big part of this war is about propagan-
da,” he said.

Mariupol, much of which has been razed 
by Russian bombardments, is the largest 
Ukrainian city that Russia has captured 
since it launched the large-scale invasion. 
On April 21, Putin declared the city “liberat-
ed” even though hundreds of Ukrainian 
troops were still holding out inside.

Russia continued to pound the factory, 
including allegedly with incendiary bombs, 
to force the fighters to capitulate.

Ukraine may have sought to hold off on 
ending its resistance at Azovstal until after 
Russia celebrated Victory Day to deny Putin 
the opportunity to use it as a propaganda 
tool on the May 9 holiday commemorating 
Nazi Germany’s defeat in World War II.

The Azov factor
But Russia may now present the capture 

of Mariupol and the soldiers inside Azov-
stal – many of them from Ukraine’s promi-
nent Azov regiment – as a major victory.

Putin has used the far-right background 
of the regiment in attempts to underpin his 
false claim that Ukraine is run by “Nazis,” 
one of the main assertions he has 
employed to justify the invasion.

The Azov Battalion was formed in May 
2014, weeks after war erupted between 
Russia-backed separatist forces and the 
Ukrainian government in the Donbas fol-
lowing Moscow seizure of Crimea.

Comprising volunteers, it has roots in a 
far-right extremist ideology and the United 
States, the largest backer of Ukraine’s 
armed forces, had banned weapons from 
going to Azov members and forbidden 
them from participating in U.S.-led military 
training because of their far-right ideology.

Azov and other volunteer battalions that 
were then outside the military ranks did 
much of the heavy fighting in the early days 
of the war in the Donbas, preventing the 
Russia-backed forces from capturing 
Mariupol at the time. Azov was officially 
incorporated into Ukraine’s National Guard 
later in 2014.

Although they form only a miniscule 
fraction of Ukraine’s fighting forces and 
have no political power, Putin has played 
on the unit’s far-right background, telling 
Russia’s populace that the men it has sent 
to fight in Ukraine are there to rid their 
neighbor of neo-Nazis.

Some analysts have said they expect 
Russian authorities to parade the soldiers 
from Azovstal on state television and use 
them to advance the Kremlin’s false narra-
tives.

Ukrainian Deputy Defense Minister 
Hanna Malyar expressed hope that the 
fighters would be exchanged for Russian 
prisoners of war held by Ukraine.

But Vyacheslav Volodin, the Putin ally 
and ruling United Russia party member 
who is speaker of the lower house of the 
Russian parliament, said without evidence 
that there were “war criminals” among the 
Azovstal defenders and that they should 
not be exchanged but tried.

Military impact

Beyond the symbolism, the takeover will 
have a military impact, but analysts said it 
would be limited.

“I don’t expect this to open things up in a 
big way for the Russians, but it will help 
them out – more supplies, more equipment 
flowing in more easily, freeing up some 
troops that they can use in the offensive to 
the north,” said Mark Cancian, a retired U.S. 
Marine Corps colonel.

“Most of the Russian forces in Mariupol 
have already been sent in that direction, 
but now Russia will be able to send much 
of the remaining forces,” Mr. Cancian, who 
is now a senior adviser at the Washington-
based Center for Strategic and Internati-
onal Studies, told RFE/RL.

Russia will also be able to open the 
Mariupol port to allow supplies and equip-
ment to flow into the city and on to Russian 
forces in the Donbas, which is now the 
main focus of Russia’s offensive.

“Mariupol has an excellent port that will 
help Russian logistics, which have been ter-
rible during this campaign,” Mr. Cancian 
said.

Ukrainian officials said a sunken 
Ukrainian ship and mines are preventing 

 NEWS ANALYSIS

Ukrainian soldiers who had been defending the Azovstal steel plant are patted down 
by Russian or Russia-aligned forces after leaving the plant.

Russian Ministry of Defense via RFE/RL

   FOR THe ReCORd

Raising the flag at U.S. Embassy Kyiv
The following statement was released 

by the U.S. State Department on May 18. 
It is attributed to U.S. Secretary of State 
Antony J. Blinken.

Three months ago, we lowered our 
flag over the U.S. Embassy in Kyiv just 
days before Russian forces streamed 
across Ukraine’s border to carry out 
[Russian] President [Vladimir] Putin’s 
unprovoked, unjustified war of choice.  
When we suspended operations at the 
embassy, we made the point clear: while 
we would relocate U.S. embassy person-
nel for their safety and security, this 
would in no way prevent our engage-
ment with, and support for, the 
Ukrainian people, government and civil 
society as well as our allies and partners.  
We underscored our commitment to 
Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial 
integrity, pledged to continue our assis-
tance and started working toward the 
day we could return to Kyiv.

Now, that day has come. Today we are 
officially resuming operations at the U.S. 

Embassy in Kyiv. The Ukrainian people, 
with our security assistance, have 
defended their homeland in the face of 
Russia’s unconscionable invasion, and, as 
a result, the Stars and Stripes are flying 
over the Embassy once again. We stand 
proudly with, and continue to support, 
the government and people of Ukraine as 
they defend their country from the 
Kremlin’s brutal war of aggression.

As we take this momentous step, we 
have put forward additional measures to 
increase the safety of our colleagues who 
are returning to Kyiv and have enhanced 
our security measures and protocols.

We are committed to confronting the 
challenges ahead. The war rages on. 
Russia’s forces inflict death and destruc-
tion on Ukrainian soil every day. Millions 
of Ukrainians are displaced from their 
homes and mourn the loss of their loved 
ones. With strength of purpose, we reaf-
firm our commitment to the people and 
government of Ukraine, and we look for-
ward to carrying out our mission from 
the U.S. Embassy in Kyiv.

(Continued on page 12)
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Fighters who left Azovstal registered as POWs, as Russia keeps shelling eastern Ukraine
RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service

Russia’s Defense Ministry says 771 Ukrainian fighters at 
the Azovstal steel plant in Mariupol – Ukraine’s last strong-
hold in the besieged southern port city – have “surren-
dered” in the last 24 hours, taking the total to 1,730 since 
May 16 as the Red Cross began registering “hundreds” of 
them.

The ministry said 80 of those who gave themselves up 
were wounded. All of them were reportedly transferred to 
territory in eastern Ukraine that is controlled by Kremlin-
backed separatists.

There was no independent confirmation of the figure, 
and no indication of the fate of the troops still holed up in 
the compound. Moscow and Kyiv have given different esti-
mates on the number of Ukrainian soldiers who were 
extracted from Azovstal.

Ukrainian Deputy Defense Minister Hanna Malyar said 
on May 18 that negotiations for their release were ongoing.

The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) 
said it had started registering hundreds of prisoners of war 
(POWs) who were taken by Russia from Azovstal.

“Over the last 2 days, we’ve registered hundreds of pris-
oners of war leaving the Azovstal plant in Mariupol. 
Registering POWs is an essential part of our work. It’s criti-
cal to ensure they’re accounted for and treated humanely 
and with dignity,” the ICRC said on Twitter on May 19.

The ICRC said in a statement that the registration pro-
cess, which is ongoing, involves documenting personal 
details, such as name, date of birth and closest relatives.

This “allows the ICRC to track those who have been cap-
tured and help them keep in touch with their families,” the 
statement said.

It added that under the Geneva Conventions, the ICRC is 
allowed to interview prisoners of war “without witnesses” 
and that visits with them should not be “unduly restricted.”

The United Nations’ humanitarian chief on May 19 urged 
Russia and Ukraine to build on the cooperation that was 

necessary to end the siege and enable the evacuation.
Martin Griffiths said operations to initially evacuate 

civilians and later fighters points the way back toward 
broader peace negotiations.

“Those operations could not have happened had it not 
been for cooperation between the Russian Federation and 
the Ukraine authorities,” he told reporters in Geneva. The 
cooperation “suggests there is something to build on.”

Mr. Griffiths called for the resumption of the stalled talks 
hosted by Turkey, which invited negotiators from Kyiv and 
Moscow to meet for two rounds of talks in March.

On the battlefield, Serhiy Hayday, the governor of the 
Luhansk region, said Russian shelling killed 12 people and 
injured more than 40 in Severodonetsk.

Mr. Hayday said the Russian military began shelling the 
city with heavy weapons early on May 19, adding that 
information on casualties was incomplete because it is 

billion that President Joe Biden had proposed as the author 
of the legislation. 

Mr. Biden, who had acted as former President Barack 
Obama’s chief envoy to Ukraine as vice president, said he 
would sign the bill. He had made numerous visits to Kyiv 
after Russia’s initial invasion in 2014 when Ukraine’s 
Crimean Peninsula was forcibly seized and parts of the 
easternmost regions of Luhansk and Donetsk were occu-
pied by Russia. 

On the same day of the bill’s passage, Mr. Biden signed 
off on the remaining $100 million that was allotted to him 
specifically for Kyiv’s needs from Congress– which holds 
the “power of the purse” – to provide “additional artillery 
munitions and counter artillery battery radar, the latest in 
a series of transfers to help Kyiv repel Russia’s invasion,” 
Reuters reported. 

Since Kremlin dictator Vladimir Putin ordered a 
renewed invasion of Ukraine, the U.S. has provided more 
than $3.9 billion in various forms of assistance, more than 
any other country or political bloc, such as the European 
Union. 

About 40 allies and partners of Ukraine “are working 
around the clock to expedite shipments of arms and equip-
ment to Ukraine’s defense,” U.S. Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken said in a May 19 statement. 

Putin projected the full-scale invasion in a July 2021 
essay he authored in which he denied Ukraine’s existence 
as a nation-state while saying that Russians and Ukrainians 
are one people. 

Longtime Russian expert and former White House 
national security official Fiona Hill said on May 19 that 
“this invasion is all about history.”

Speaking at Northwestern University in the Chicago 
suburb of Evanston, she said, “Putin is fighting for his ver-
sion of history.

“When Putin said several years ago that the greatest 
catastrophe of the 20th century is the collapse of the Soviet 
Union, he wasn’t necessarily fawning over the bygone day 
of communism,” she said. 

Instead, Putin was “lamenting the loss of another incar-
nation of the Russian state,” Ms. Hill added. 

In terms of U.S. arms already being delivered to Ukraine, 
Pentagon press pool reporters said on May 19 that 79 of 90 
M777 Howitzers have been delivered, as have three of 11 
Mi-17 helicopters that Ukrainian pilots know how to fly, all 
counter-artillery radar systems, 200 “suicide” Switchblade 
battle drones that have warheads and “almost 10” Phoenix 
Ghost drones, which can trace and attack targets at a range 
of 10 kilometers. Its flight time is usually six hours, accord-
ing to its California manufacturer, Aevex Aerospace. 

The additional $100 million aid package includes three 
additional counter-artillery radar systems. Eighteen 
155-millimeter Howitzers, 18 tactical vehicles to tow them, 
field equipment and spare parts will also be provided. 

Fighting in the Donbas

The additional U.S. assistance will bolster Ukraine’s 
defense of its Donbas territories where Russia now is 
mostly concentrating its forces. Moscow is targeting the 
Luhansk towns of Lysychansk and Severodonetsk – both 
on opposite sides of a river – in an attempt to seize the 
remaining 10 percent of the easternmost Luhansk region it 

doesn’t control. 
Another thrust is coming from Izyum in the southeast-

ern edge of the Kharkiv region where Russian forces have 
the presumable objective of taking over the town of 
Slovyansk in Donetsk Oblast. 

The Donetsk regional industrial town of Avdiyivka is 
being slowly encircled, U.S. and British intelligence have 
said over the past week. 

U.S. defense officials have noted that Russia’s military 
objectives have narrowed recently. 

“Russia’s … offensive has slowed,” a senior defense offi-
cial said on May 19. 

A Pentagon press pool reporter, citing the Pentagon, 
added that, “Russia is turning to smaller objectives, use of 
smaller forces in the Donbas [that] could be the result of 
ongoing higher-level difficulties with command and con-
trol.”

Small encirclements impacted then-weaker Ukrainian 
forces in 2014 and early 2015 when proxy and regular 
Russian forces won the battles of Ilovaisk and Debaltseve, 
respectively, both in the Donetsk region. 

Meanwhile, Ukraine is making incremental headway in 
pushing back invading Russian forces in the Kharkiv 
region. The core objective there is to penetrate the main 
Russian supply line in neighboring Belgorod all the way to 
Izyum. It’s the same strategy that Ukraine used in the bat-
tle of Kyiv throughout March by hitting supply lines, dis-
rupting logistics and degrading the overwhelming number 
of Russian battalion tactical groups in the area. 

By early April, the Russians retreated as they had from 
Chernihiv and Sumy oblasts, but they are trying to hold on 
to the remaining territory in the Kharkiv region. 

Fog of Mariupol

Ukrainian Deputy Prime Minister Iryna Vereshchuk said 
this week that nearly 300 defenders of Mariupol at the 
besieged Azovstal steel works – their last bastion of resis-
tance – were evacuated, but taken to Russian-controlled 
territory. An undisclosed number of additional servicemen 
and servicewoman were thought to have been “surrender-
ing” as of May 17 during a brokered agreement by the 
International Committee of the Red Cross and the United 
Nations. 

For 83 days, the Azov Sea coastal city had been defend-
ed and civilians were sheltered in the vast bunkers and 
tunnel network under the steel plant. 

Scant details are available and Ms. Vereshchuk’s spokes-
person wouldn’t disclose additional information. The 
Ukrainian Weekly was told that she would first release 
additional details of the fate of surrendered soldiers on her 
Telegram channel, but it hasn’t been updated since 5:13 
a.m. on May 19. 

Russian media said that up to 1,750 Ukrainians surren-
dered and Kremlin lawmakers have called for the Azov 
Regiment National Guardsmen to be killed instead of taken 
prisoner.

The Swiss-based Red Cross on May 19 said that it began 
to “register hundreds” of Ukrainian prisoners of war from 
the Azovstal plant, though it provided no additional details 
in its statement.

The Washington-based Institute for the Study of War 
has written that shelling of the full-cycle steel plant contin-
ues, indicating that not all of the defenders in the seaside 
city have surrendered. 

Ukraine’s Defense Ministry on May 17 said that a pris-
oner exchange will be sought for Russian prisoners of war 
in exchange for the Mariupol wounded servicemen. A com-
bined force of marines, national guardsmen, police, border 
guards and territorial defense units were the last fighters 
holding out. 

Mysterious partisans

Reports this week from the Zaporizhian town of 
Melitopol indicated that Ukrainian insurgents are active. 
However, presidential adviser Mykhailo Podolyak denied 
reports that a Russian armored train was destroyed and 
said instead that a railway was damaged. 

The region’s military administration said on its 
Telegram channel that several “high-ranking” Russians 
were killed in Melitopol. It also reported on May 17 that 
117 Ukrainians remain “hostages.” Before the all-out inva-
sion, Western intelligence said that Russia would install 
“filtration” camps to weed out pro-Ukrainians and those 
who have fought in the ongoing war since 2014.

U.S. and British defense officials said over the past week 
that Russia continues to fortify its defensive positions in 
occupied Kherson and the area of Zaporizhia it controls to 
halt a Ukrainian offensive to liberate that area in the south. 

About 1.2 million Ukrainians have been forcibly deport-
ed to Russia since February 24, Kyiv officials say. 

Another 6 million people have fled the country, accord-
ing to the United Nations, and 7 million are internally dis-
placed. 

Ukraine says Russia has sustained enormous losses dur-
ing this phase of the war, which is only in its third month. 
More than 28,000 Russian military personnel have been 
killed, 203 planes and 167 helicopters have been downed 
and 1,254 tanks have been destroyed as of May 19, accord-
ing to Defense Ministry estimates. 

(Continued from page 1)

U.S. shows...

(Continued on page 8)

A sign post allegedly located in Russia-occupied 
Kherson, a port city in southern Ukraine, warns 
Russian soldiers that local partisans are aware of their 
patrol routes while affirming that the city is part of 

Ukraine.

Ukrainian Interior Ministry adviser Anton Herashchenko
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As if all of the atrocities and horrors of Russia’s war on Ukraine were not 
enough for the people of that country, it must now also confront the reality 
that Russian President Vladimir Putin and his army have taken to using 
Ukraine’s grain as a weapon in its ongoing war to crush the Ukrainian people.

“The Russian government seems to think that using food as a weapon will 
help accomplish what its invasion has not – to break the spirit of the Ukrainian 
people,” Mr. Blinken said in an address on May 19 to the United Nations 
Security Council.

“As a result of the Russian government’s actions, some 20 million tons of 
grain sit unused in Ukrainian silos,” said Mr. Blinken, adding that the situation 
has impacted people around the world who are experiencing a deepening 
level of food insecurity as global food supplies decrease and prices climb ever 
higher.

Russia has been blockading ports on the Black and Azov seas, dramatically 
limiting Ukraine’s ability to export its grain and other commodities.  Grain 
grown in the two countries accounts for almost a third of global wheat sup-
plies, and Ukraine is also a major exporter of rapeseed oil, barley, sunflower oil 
and corn.  According to RFE/RL, Ukraine provides 12 percent of the planet’s 
wheat, 15 percent of its corn and half of its sunflower oil.

U.N. Secretary General Antonio Guterres also called on Russia to let those 
agricultural products move freely through Ukrainian ports, saying that if it 
does not, the situation will have dramatic consequences for the entire planet. 
He said the war in Ukraine could raise the number of severely food-insecure 
people in the world from 135 million in 2019 to 276 million people as of May 
2022.

“Let’s be clear: there is no effective solution to the food crisis without rein-
tegrating Ukraine’s food production,” Mr. Guterres said on May 18 at a U.N. 
summit in New York.

The situation will of course be a stark reminder for anyone versed in 
Ukrainian history of the Holodomor, Stalin’s forced famine of 1932-1933 that 
took the lives of millions of Ukrainians. The Holodomor, however, was also an 
attempt to eradicate Ukrainian identity. Putin’s order to blockade Ukraine’s 
ports so that the country cannot export its agricultural products is just yet 
another attempt by the Russian tyrant to destroy Ukraine and her people.

The United Nations and the rest of the Western world may continue to 
stand by and watch as innocent women and children are brutally tortured and 
killed in Ukraine. But perhaps they will begin to take serious action now, when 
Ukraine – the breadbasket of the world – is no longer able to feed the growing 
number of people who find themselves in dire straits.

“Now the war in Ukraine is amplifying and accelerating all these factors: cli-
mate change, COVID-19, and inequality,” Mr. Guterres said. “It threatens to tip 
tens of millions of people over the edge into food insecurity, followed by mal-
nutrition, mass hunger and famine, in a crisis that could last for years.”  We are 
not surprised that Russia is once again using food as a weapon in an attempt 
to destroy the Ukrainian people. Thankfully, much of the world is keenly aware 
of Russia’s intentions and there is no Walter Duranty who can cover up Putin’s 
crimes.

The Ukrainian Weekly

Sixty-five years ago, on May 26, 1957, St. John the Baptist 
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Newark, N.J., celebrated its 50th 
anniversary with a hierarchical divine liturgy celebrated by 
Auxiliary Bishop Joseph Shmondiuk of the Ukrainian Catholic 
Archeparchy of Philadelphia.

A celebratory banquet was held at the Terrace Room of the Mosque Auditorium 
that featured the burning of the mortgage of the church’s school, located on the corner 
of Ivy Street and Sanford Avenue (opened in 1953).

Through the efforts of the founding 145 members of the parish, St. John the Baptist 
was founded as Branch 76 of the Ukrainian National Association.

The parish held its initial liturgical services in a converted store on Jackson Street 
in 1906. It then moved to a new building in 1907 at 246 Court St., and in 1927 the par-
ish moved to 37 Morton Street in Newark. Since 1965, St. John parish has been located 
at 719 Sanford Ave.

At the time of the 50th anniversary, displaced persons comprised the majority of 
the 2,000 members of the parish.

During the parish’s anniversary celebration of 2019, Fr. Taras Svirchuk in his ser-
mon noted the sacrifice of Saint John the Baptist in his own life of preparing for the 
arrival of Jesus Christ, and how all are called to that same level of personal sacrifice 
and commitment in daily life.

Source: “Newark Ukrainians observe St. John’s 50th anniversary,” The Ukrainian 
Weekly, June 1, 1957.

May
26
1957

Turning the pages back...

by Eugene Czolij

On May 8, the international community 
commemorates Victory in Europe Day, or 
V-E Day, marking the official signing in 
Berlin of Nazi Germany’s unconditional 
surrender to the Allies, and remembers all 
those who have fallen in defending liberty 
and democracy during World War II, 
including millions of Ukrainians.

Russia commemorates this day on May 9 
when Soviet authorities announced victory 
over Nazi Germany. Under Russian 
President Vladimir Putin, this has become 
an annual military parade to showcase 
Russia’s military hardware.

May 9 was smeared from its inception in 
1945 as Soviet authorities never stopped 
brutally oppressing with impunity the peo-
ple in the Soviet Union and its so-called sat-
ellite states.

Since the beginning of its full-blown mil-
itary invasion of Ukraine on February 24, 
Russia has, by committing genocide against 
the Ukrainian people, smeared the annual 
commemoration with a deep layer of blood. 
This fact was recognized by U.S. President 
Joe Biden on April 12 2022 and by a unani-
mous motion of the Canadian House of 
Commons of Canada on April 27.

In fact, Sovietism, Nazism and today’s 
Rashism have one horrific thing in common 
– they are each fully responsible for the 
perpetration of the worst crime against 
humanity – genocide – namely, and respec-
tively, the Holodomor, the Holocaust and 
today’s ongoing genocide in Ukraine.

As a result, Putin has joined the despica-
ble company of the world’s most destruc-
tive imperialist and authoritarian rulers, 
namely Stalin and Hitler.

The United Nations, on its website, write 
the following:

“The Genocide Convention was the first 
human rights treaty adopted by the 
General Assembly of the United Nations on 
December 9, 1948, and signified the inter-
national community’s commitment to 
‘never again’ after the atrocities committed 
during the Second World War.”

Despite this laudable “never again” com-
mitment, a genocide against the Ukrainian 
people is being committed, once again, in 
2022 – 90 years after the Holodomor – and 
the international community must help 
stop it now.

This year, on May 9, Russia was planning 
to announce that its “special military oper-
ation” in Ukraine was successful, and that 
Russia took full control of the whole of 
Ukraine and replaced its governing author-
ities with a pro-Kremlin puppet govern-
ment.

When this initial plan failed miserably 
due to Ukraine’s formidable and heroic 
resistance, Russia changed its imperialist 
plans and was set to announce instead that 
it had “liberated” the whole of the Donbas 
region. This did not happen either.

Whatever narrative Russia decides to 
follow to justify its depravity, the world 
must not be blinded by Russia’s warped 
logic to spill even more Ukrainian blood 
onto Russia’s national canvas of carnage.

Russia smears Victory Day 
with Ukrainian blood

Using food as a weapon,  
again

 COMMENTARY

Dear Editor:

In hindsight, the Biden Administration’s 
words, “There will be no U.S. troops in 
Ukraine,” repeated often enough, haunt me 
as they seem to have given Russian 
President Vladimir Putin a green light to 
invade Ukraine. In spite of excellent west-
ern intelligence that the massing of Russian 
troops on Ukraine’s border would lead to 
an invasion, the U.S. administration failed 
initially to observe the cardinal rule of 
diplomacy when dealing with dictators: 
projection of real or perceived strength is 
imperative.

Even without the intention of sending 
U.S. combat troops into Ukraine, a poker 
face, where all intentions and one’s hand 
remain hidden, could’ve gone a long way in 
projecting a resolve that Putin would’ve 
had to take seriously. Keeping the oppo-
nent guessing, conscious of the gravity of 
the consequences of overplaying one’s 
hand, hoping he blinks and gives way, 
makes for effective diplomacy when deal-
ing with dictators who thrive on power and 
exploit any perceived weakness.

Instead, a weak opening diplomatic 
position and failure to maintain a presence 
in the international waters of the Black Sea 
emboldened Putin to invade. It was a diplo-
matic lesson not learned and, unfortunate-
ly, Ukraine is paying for the result with 

countless lives lost and physical infrastruc-
ture destroyed and the U.S. with interna-
tional prestige. Just maybe all this blood-
shed and destruction could have been 
avoided.

Andriy Pawlowych
Union, N.J.

Just maybe the bloodshed could have been avoided

 LETTER TO THE EDITOR

GUIDELINES FOR LETTERS 
TO THE EDITOR

The Ukrainian Weekly welcomes letters 
to the editor that react to articles published 
on its pages. Opinions expressed by letter 
writers are their own and do not neces-
sarily reflect the opinions of either The 
Weekly editorial staff or its publisher, the 
Ukrainian National Association. 

Letters must be signed (anonymous let-
ters are not published) and the city from 
which they are sent will be published under 
the author’s name. However, the daytime 
phone number, e-mail address and com-
plete mailing address of the letter-writer 
must be given for verification purposes. 

THE LENGTH Of LETTERs CAN-
NOT ExCEED 250 WORDs. Letters may 
be edited or abridged. The Weekly reserves 
the right to edit for clarity, civility and 
accuracy. 

Letters should be sent to staff@
ukrweekly.com or to The Ukrainian 
Weekly, 2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, 
Parsippany, NJ 07054.

Eugene Czolij is president of non-govern-
mental organization “Ukraine-2050” and 
former president of the Ukrainian World 
Congress (2008-2018).  “Ukraine-2050” is a 
non-profit organization established to help 
implement, within one generation – by 
2050 – strategies for the sustainable devel-
opment of Ukraine as a fully independent, 
territorially integral, democratic, reformed 
and economically competitive European 
state.
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“Our courage impresses the world; our 
music conquers Europe! We will do our 
best to host the participants and guests of 
Eurovision in Ukrainian Mariupol one day. 
Free, peaceful, rebuilt!” Mr. Zelenskyy 
wrote on Instagram.

Following their win, members of Kalush 
Orchestra called on the international com-
munity to save the Ukrainian soldiers who 
had been holed up in the Azovstal steel 
plant for weeks in tunnels beneath the 
plant.

Eurovision rules prohibit contestants 
from making any political statements, but 
members of the group felt they needed to 
shine more attention on the situation in 
the steel plant, which has been under near 
constant siege by Russian forces who have 
been determined to capture the strategic 
port city.

“This is a big catastrophe for our coun-
try. More than 1,000 people are surround-
ed. They can’t leave Azovstal. What can we 
do? Share the information. If everyone 
appeals to the governments of their coun-
tries, it can help,” Mr. Psiuk said at a press 
conference after the contest.

Mr. Psiuk said that members of the 
band were not afraid of being disqualified 
for calling attention to the Ukrainian 
troops who have been suffering in horrid 
conditions for weeks. 

“Two hundred million people are 
watching the Eurovision song contest 
finals. I would blame myself much more if 
I didn’t do that [call attention to the situa-
tion] than if I did and we were disquali-
fied,” Mr. Psiuk said. “The lives of 
Ukrainians are more important to us than 
a trophy or victory. It wouldn’t be cool if 
we were disqualified, but Ukrainians 
would have supported our choice.”

After the Ukrainian performance at the 
contest, Deutsche Welle quoted Eurovision 
organizers who commented on the band’s 
statement.

“We understand the deep feelings about 
Ukraine at the moment and believe that 

the comments of the Kalush Orchestra and 
other artists expressing support for the 
Ukrainian people are humanitarian rather 
than political,” Eurovision officials said, 
according to Deutsche Welle.

Other contestants supported Ukraine as 
well.

Participants from Iceland, who had yel-
low and blue flags on their hands and gui-
tars, called for people to pray for Ukraine.

One member of the German band had 
the words “Peace for Ukraine” written on 
the back of his guitar.

“Thank you to all the people who voted 
for us. We cannot express how glad we are 
that we managed to do it. Glory to 
Ukraine!” Mr. Psiuk said on stage after 
learning Ukraine had won the contest.

The winner of Eurovision is decided 
both by a jury and a popular vote, which in 
this case was very dramatic.

Ukraine was in only fourth place follow-
ing the jury vote, but with unprecedented 
support from the audience, Kalush 
Orchestra rose to the top of the leader-
board. Individuals from 28 countries gave 
Ukraine the maximum number of points.

“Any support is important for our coun-
try now. There has been no good news in 
Ukraine for a long time. I am glad that we 
are bringing this good news,” Mr. Psiuk 
said at a press conference following the 
band’s win.

He thanked each country for support-
ing Ukraine, but he especially thanked all 
of the Polish people for their continued 
humanitarian support for all of the 
Ukrainian refugees who have fled their 
homes for Poland.

Journalists asked Mr. Psiuk if he felt that 
people voted for the band because of the 
war and not because of the song. He said 
that even before the war the song 
“Stefania” was already a contest favorite.

Before the first contest semifinal, 
Ukraine’s chances of winning were esti-
mated at 49 percent, according to odds-
makers. The day before the final, its 
changes increased to 60 percent, accord-
ing to Eurovisionworld, an internet site 
that tracks contest odds.

This year, Russia and Belarus were not 

allowed to participate in the Eurovision 
Song Contest due to their aggression 
against Ukraine. 

An hour after Ukraine won Eurovision, 
air raid sirens could be heard throughout 
much of Ukraine.

An advisor to the mayor of Mariupol, 
Petro Andriushchenko, posted pictures of 
Russian missiles with the words “Kalush, 
this is what you asked for, to Azovstal” 
written on them. The photos and their 
contents could not be independently veri-
fied or confirmed.

It is believed that Russians launched 
the allegedly signed missiles at the steel 
plant in Mariupol.

Meanwhile, Ukraine’s Public Broad-
casting Company has already begun con-
s u l t a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  E u r o p e a n 
Broadcasting Union on organizing the 
Euro vision Song Contest in Ukraine next 
year.

“We are doing everything possible, and 
I hope the government will support us in 
organizing the Eurovision Song Contest 
here. I hope that Eurovision will take place 
in peaceful Ukraine. However, the safety 
factor is important, and the final decision 
will be made together with the European 
Broadcasting Union. Negotiations will be 
difficult, and I am already certain of that,” 
Mykola Chernotytskyi, the chief executive 
officer of Ukraine’s public broadcasting 
company, said.

Mr. Chernotytskyi also said Ukraine had 
to provide a financial guarantee of $15 
million Euros while organizing the 
Eurovision 2017 in Kyiv. The guaranteed 
money is required to enable another coun-
try to organize the song contest in case of 
an emergency.

“Many countries are willing to organize 
Eurovision if Ukraine cannot do so. It is a 
kind gesture, and we are grateful to them, 
but we hope we will organize next year’s 
Eurovision in Ukraine that is whole, 
rebuilt and happy,” Mr. Oleh Psiuk said 
during the press conference in Lviv.

After the Eurovision victory, Kalush 
plans to tour Europe for charity concerts 

to collect funds for the Ukrainian Armed 
Forces. Mr. Psiuk also said the band would 
auction off the prize for their Eurovision 
victory to collect money for Ukraine.

“We want to sell the trophy to collect 
money for Ukraine. Many people can’t 
afford to donate a lot of money in support 
of Ukraine, and this trophy will be an addi-
tional prize,” Mr. Psiuk said.

The song “Stefania” is dedicated to Mr. 
Psiuks’ mother.

“The song was written before the war, 
and it was just a song about my mother. 
But now it has gained many new mean-
ings. Many people miss their mothers or 
perceive it as a symbol of ‘Ukraine is my 
mother,’” Mr. Psiuk said.

According to the musician, his mother 
stayed awake until 3 a.m. watching the 
song contest.

“She was very emotional. And now 
she’s happy. A song I dedicated to my mom 
won Eurovision and brought victory to 
Ukraine. What other emotions would you 
expect?,” Mr. Psiuk said.

Because of the war, Ukraine could have 
declined to participate in the contest, or 
the competition rules say it could have 
submitted a prerecorded performance.

It was an option that members of the 
band could have used, since one member 
of the Kalush Orchestra, known simply as 
Carpetman, is a member of a territorial 
defense unit in Ukraine, and every mem-
ber of the band has done volunteer work 
in the country to help the war effort.

The Ukrainian musicians nevertheless 
decided to travel to Turin, Italy, and per-
form in person.

The Kalush band was formed in 2019 
and it is named after Kalush, a small town 
in the Ivano-Frankivsk region of Ukraine, 
which is Mr. Psiuk’s hometown.

Since making its debut in 2003, Ukraine 
has participated in Eurovision 17 times. 
Before this year’s victory, Ukraine had 
won the contest twice: in 2004 with “Wild 
Dances” by Ruslana and in 2016 with the 
song “1944” by Jamala. Ukraine hosted 
Eurovision in Kyiv 2005 and 2017.

(Continued from page 1)

Ukrainian band...

Ukraine’s Kalush Orchestra performs during the Eurovision song contest held in 
Turin, Italy, on May 11-15.

Sarah Louise Bennett, European Broadcast Union

Members and fans of Ukraine’s Kalush Orchestra celebrate the band’s win at the 
Eurovision song contest on May 15 in Turin, Italy.

Sarah Louise Bennett, European Broadcast Union

conferring an honorary degree upon 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy, sixth and current 
president of Ukraine,” Mr. Brvenik said, 
according to the university’s website.

“President Zelenskyy has stood strong 
as a symbol to his people of resistance 
against overwhelming odds,” Mr. Brvenik 
said. “He has further rallied the support of 
the international community, warning that 

the Russian invasion represented a ‘new 
Iron Curtain’ descending upon Europe.”

As of May 15, the following U.S. colleges 
and universities have announced that they 
will or have already awarded Mr. Zelenskyy 
with honorary doctoral degrees: Adrian 
College in Adrian, Mich.; Alfred College in 
Alfred, N.Y.; Alvernia University in Reading, 
Pa.; Arcadia University in Glenside, Pa.; 
Bard College in Annandale-on-Hudson, 
N.Y.; Canisius College in Buffalo, N.Y.; 
Cazenovia College in Cazenovia, N.Y.; 
Chatham University in Pittsburgh, Pa.;  

Dominican College in Orangeburg, N.Y.; 
Duquesne University in Pittsburgh, Pa.; 
Elmira College in Elmira, N.Y.; Gratz College 
in Melrose Park, Pa.; Hilbert College in 
Hamburg, N.Y.; Holy Family University in 
Philadelphia; Hobart and William Smith 
Colleges in Geneva, N.Y.; Keuka College in 
Keuka Park, N.Y.; Le Moyne College in 
Syracuse, N.Y.; Lenoir-Rhyne University in 
Hickory, N.C.; Manor College in Jenkintown, 
Pa.; Notre Dame de Namur University in 
Belmont, Calif.; Rochester Institute of 
Technology in Rochester, N.Y.; Salas 

University in Elkins Park, Pa.; Shenandoah 
University in Winchester, Va.; Siena Heights 
University in Adrian, Mich.; Utica 
University in Utica, N.Y.; Virginia Wesleyan 
University in Virginia Beach, Va.; Villa 
Maria College in Buffalo, N.Y.; West Virginia 
University in Morgantown, W.Va.; and York 
College in York, Pa.

Mark Temnycky is a freelance journalist 
covering Eastern Europe and a nonresident 
fellow at the Atlantic Council’s Eurasia 
Center.

(Continued from page 3)
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impossible to access the area under fire. 
Mr. Hayday’s report could not be indepen-
dently verified.

Oleksiy Gromov, deputy chief of the 
main operations department of the 
Ukrainian military, told a briefing that a 
group of Russian troops was trying to con-
duct offensive operations along the entire 
line of contact in Donetsk and there were 
active hostilities in the areas of Severo-
donetsk, Lyman, Bakhmut, Avdiiv and 
Kurakhiv.

Mr. Gromov also reported that Ukrainian 
forces have liberated 23 settlements in the 
Kharkiv region since May 5.

Meanwhile, the Ukrainian military said 
earlier that Russian forces had launched 
counterattacks around Kharkiv in an 
attempt to regain lost ground after being 
pushed back to the border.

In the area of the Velyka Komyshuvakha 
settlement, Russian forces suffered signifi-
cant losses and were forced to withdraw to 
previously occupied positions, Ukraine’s 
General Staff said on May 19.

The governor of the Russian region of 
Kursk said on May 19 that one person was 
killed and several wounded after what he 
said was a Ukrainian attack on a village 
near the border.

The British Ministry of Defense said in 
its daily intelligence bulletin on May 19 
that Lt. Gen. Sergei Kisel, who commanded 
the elite 1st Guards Tank Army, has been 
suspended for his failure to capture 

Kharkiv.
The British intelligence report said that 

Mr. Kisel was just one of the senior Russian 
officers who have been fired in recent 
weeks for their poor performance during 
the early stages of the invasion of Ukraine.

Among other Russian commanders who 
have likely been dismissed was Vice 
Admiral Igor Osipov, who commanded 
Russia’s Black Sea Fleet, following the sink-
ing of the cruiser Moskva in April, British 
intelligence reported.

Valery Gerasimov, the chief of the 
General Staff of the Russian military, likely 
remains in his post, the bulletin said, add-
ing that it was unclear whether he retains 
President Vladimir Putin’s confidence.

A culture of cover-ups and scapegoating 
is likely prevalent within the Russian mili-
tary and security system, the British bulle-
tin said, concluding that this could place 
further strain on Russia’s centralized 
model of command and control and make 
it more difficult for Moscow to regain the 
initiative in the conflict.

Meanwhile, an unnamed NATO military 
official with knowledge of the intelligence 
told CNN that the momentum in the con-
flict had shifted significantly in favor of 
Ukraine, although the alliance doesn’t 
expect significant gains for either side in 
the coming weeks.

On the diplomatic front, U.S. President 
Joe Biden hosted the leaders of Finland and 
Sweden on May 19 and welcomed their 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization mem-
bership bids.

Mr. Biden expressed strong support for 
the applications of Sweden and Finland, 
calling them two “great democracies” and 
“highly capable partners.”

(With reporting by Reuters, AFP, AP, dpa, 
BBC and TASS)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/russia-attacks-
kharkiv-commanders-fired/31857746.
html).

A member of the Azov Regiment of Ukraine’s National Guard, Dmytro Kozatsky, is 
bathed in sunlight in the Azovstal steel plant in Mariupol on May 16. 

Ministry of Culture and Information Policy of Ukraine

(Continued from page 5)

Fighters...

Check out the websites of the UNA and its newspapers!
www.unainc.org

www.svoboda-news.com
www.ukrweekly.com
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Philadelphia benefit raises more than $50,000 for Ukraine relief effort
by Ulana Baluch Mazurkevich

PHILADELPHIA – More than 200 people 
attended a gala benefit at the Polish 
American Cultural Center on May 1 that 
raised over $50,000 for aid to Ukraine.

Ulana Mazurkevich, president of the 
Ukrainian Human Rights Committee, 
opened the event with the words of the 
Ukrainian poet Vasyl Symonenko.

“Ukraine is; Ukraine will be. No one will 
eliminate my Ukraine,” Ms. Mazurkevich 
said.

 The event was organized by members of 
the Ukrainian Human Rights Committee, 
among them Yara Snylyk, Christina Snylyk, 
Katria Kowal, Lesia Chmelko, Tonia Katruk 
and Chrystia Senyk.

Tickets for the event cost $250, and pro-
ceeds went to support the war effort in 
Ukraine.

Ms. Mazurkevich introduced Michael 
Blichasz, president of the Polish American 
Cultural Center in Philadelphia, a longtime 
friend of the Ukrainian Human Rights 
Committee and supporter of many demon-
strations on behalf of Ukraine.

Ms. Mazurkevich noted how appropriate 
it was to have the event at the Polish 
American Cultural Center in light of the 
extraordinary support given to Ukraine by 
the Polish people.

Noted restauranteur Stephen Starr was 
called to the dais to be thanked for his 
amazing and bountiful generosity in gifting 
food and signature cocktails from his iconic 
restaurants, including Parc, Buddakhan and 
Barclay Prime, for the entirely of the four-
hour event.

The benefit for Ukraine did not go unno-

ticed by the local press, as it was covered by 
every television station in Philadelphia.

During the event, Ms. Mazurkevich intro-
duced Metropolitan Archbishop Borys 
Gudziak, the archbishop of Philadelphia for 
Ukrainians and the metropolitan for the 
Ukrainian Catholic Church in the U.S.A.

 “We have to help Ukraine win the war. 
There are millions of people counting on 
our fellowship. This is David and Goliath. It 
really is a miracle that Ukrainians have 
resisted and have won so much,” 
Archbishop Gudziak said.

Following the archbishop’s address, 

Philadelphia City Councilman Mark Squilla 
announced that the city is ready and willing 
to help refugees from Ukraine.

A keynote address was delivered by 
Trudy Rubin, a bi-weekly, award-winning 
columnist for the Philadelphia Inquirer.

In her fiery address, Ms. Rubin spoke of 
the need for Ukraine to win what she said is 
an existential battle for the values of the 
free world.

Recalling her experience during a previ-
ous visit to Ukraine in 2014 when war 
broke out in the Donbas, Ms. Rubin said her 
travels to the frontline showed her the 

resilience and bravery of the Ukrainian 
people, which she rediscovered when she 
walked the streets of Marioupol, Ukraine, 
just two weeks before Russian President 
Vladimir Putin launched his full-scale, bar-
baric war on Ukraine on February 24.

Following Ms. Rubin’s speech, guests 
were treated to a musical performance that 
was introduced by Christina Snylyk.

Soprano Marta Zaliznyak, formerly with 
the Lviv Opera, was accompanied by a 
string quartet led by Philip Kates of the 
Philadelphia Orchestra.

Among the four pieces played was 
“Ridna Matu” sung by Ms. Zaliznyak with 
music by Mayboroda and words by 
Dmytro Pavlychko. The performance 
brought tears to the eyes of many people 
in the audience.

The song’s lyrics include the following 
words:

“Dearest mother of mine, tell me why 
you weren’t sleeping, why you woke me to 
gaze at the stars up above. Did you know I 
was leaving? Tell me why. Was that why 
you were grieving? Was the cloth that you 
gave me goodbye and a sign of your love?” 

Natalya Turchyn, who comes from a 
prominent theatrical family in Ukraine, 
recited a short poem by Vasyl Symonenko 
to close the event.

Guests at the event, many of whom were 
not Ukrainian, voiced their commitment for 
strong and continued support of Ukraine. 
Conversations among guests continued late 
into the evening.

Money collected during the event will go 
to the United Ukrainian American Relief 
Committee (UUARC) and Help Heroes of 
Ukraine.

some 200 people attended a gala benefit at the Polish American Cultural Center on 
May 1 that raised over $50,000 for aid to Ukraine.

Katria Kowal soprano Marta Zaliznyak (left), formerly with the Lviv Opera, was accompanied by a 
string quartet led by Philip Kates of the Philadelphia Orchestra during a gala benefit 

on May 1 at the Polish American Cultural Center in Philadelphia.

Ksenia Korzeniowski

Ulana Mazurkevich (left) introduces two benefactors, restaurateur stephen starr 
(center) and Michael Blichasz, president of the Polish American Cultural Center in 
Philadelphia, during a gala benefit at the Polish American Cultural Center on May 1 

that raised over $50,000 for aid to Ukraine.

Starr Restaurants

support). Pollsters have attributed this shift 
in public sentiment to “EU pressure on 
Serbia regarding the imposition of sanc-
tions against Russia” (Blic.rs, April 21).

As the aforementioned regional expert 
Mr. Filipović pointed out, Serbian influence 
in the Balkans is the main source of Russian 
propaganda in the region, primarily 
through the Serbian Orthodox Church, 
whose pro-Russian narratives were noted 
even by the European Parliament 
(Europarl.europa.eu, March 9). Also, 
according to him, one cannot discount the 
economic dependence of individual Balkan 
countries on Russian tourists (author’s 
interview, May 14). One way or another, 
Montenegro has not yet imposed sanctions 
on the property of Russian oligarchs locat-
ed in the country (Gazeta.ru, March 17).

Other results of Russian influence, 

detailed by the Montenegrin political scien-
tist, are ongoing attempts to destabilize the 
Balkans. The minimum objective is to 
increase these countries’ dependence on 
the “peacekeeping” efforts of Moscow; while 
the maximalist goal may be to create a new 
full-scale crisis that might become a “second 
front” for the West. For example, after every 
instance of the Serbian authorities con-
demning Russia in the international arena, 
pro-Russian activists have organized mass 
demonstrations in support of the invasion 
of Ukraine (1tv.ru, April 15). According to 
Mr. Filipović, Moscow presently lacks the 
resources to provoke a full-fledged crisis, 
but the region remains on edge for conflict 
(author’s interview, May 14).

The destabilization and weakening of 
other countries to make them more vulner-
able to pressure may be termed Moscow’s 
third geopolitical strategy. This approach 
was quite openly proclaimed by pro-Krem-
lin political scientist Dmitriy Yevstafyev on 
the Russian political talk show “An Evening 

with Vladimir Solovyev.” Namely, he said it 
is necessary to identify the “weak links of 
the collective West,” one of which could be 
Turkey. In his words, “Turkey is a country 
experiencing colossal internal economic 
problems,” and the “primary political task 
of Russia” is to use “methods of geo-eco-
nomic and political pressure to get Turkey 
out of Ukraine” (Actualcomment.ru, May 
12).

Turkish foreign policy expert Ferit 
Temur seriously doubts that such a policy 
could be successful, however. In a May 14 
interview with this author, he recalled that 
Ankara had established and developed 
defense cooperation with Kyiv long before 
Russia’s military intervention. Besides, he 
contended, Russia’s overall military, politi-
cal and economic influence on Turkey is 
limited, and attempts at confronting and 
pressuring a friendly Turkey would most of 
all damage Russia itself, which is already 
exposed to serious isolation in the interna-
tional arena. The Turkish expert posited 

that the most Moscow might achieve would 
be to secure Turkey’s neutrality in the war 
in Ukraine; but it would be simply impossi-
ble for Russia to attract a NATO Alliance 
member in military-political terms.

The pro-Kremlin expert Mr. Yevstafyev 
has referred to Japan as the second “weak 
link of the West”; but here, too, evidence sug-
gests otherwise. Ukrainian diplomats have 
already cited the “unlimited” level of backing 
Kyiv has received from Tokyo, including 
sanctions on Russia, the acceptance of refu-
gees and massive support for Ukraine 
among Japanese society (Zerkalo Nedeli, 
Mary 19). Nevertheless, the Kremlin will not 
drop its attempts to destabilize and split the 
West. These countries can expect Russia to 
try to manipulate any domestic or intra-
Western difficulties to achieve its goals.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)
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 BOOK REVIEW

“A Sky Full of Wings” by Ksenia 
Rychtycka. Georgetown, Kentucky: 
Finishing Line Press, 2021. 44 pp. ISBN: 
9781646626298 (hardcover), $24.99.

by Myrosia Stefaniuk

Ksenia Rychtycka’s debut poetry chap-
book “A Sky Full of Wings,” published by 
Finishing Line Press in September 2021, 
rapidly became the recipient of numerous 
awards: the 2022 Eric Hoffer Book Award 
in the chapbook category and the da Vinci 
Eye Winner for cover design. It was short-
listed for the Eric Hoffer Award grand prize 
and it was a finalist in the New Women’s 
Voices Chapbook Competition. 

The opening words of the book – “If I 
could, I’d fly … wings outstretched …” – 
announce the leitmotif of the poet’s jour-
ney through time, place and identity.  Like 
the birds that permeate her evocative 
poems, Ms. Rychtycka crisscrosses the 
ocean from Detroit to Ukraine and invites 
us to follow her sinuous path from child-
hood to present. With a touch light as a 
feather but reaching immeasurable depths, 
she honors the journey of four generations 
of her family through the turbulent history 
of her ancestral homeland.

Diane Donovan, senior reviewer at the 
Midwest Book Review wrote about Ms. 
Rychtycka’s work.

“Themes of escape, return, evolution and 
revisiting the past permeate lovely free 

verse expressions. … Both a sojourn that 
connects modern-day America with family 
roots in another culture and an inspection 
of evolving values and new experiences, ‘A 
Sky Full of Wings’ embraces the heritage of 

Michigan writer wins multiple 
awards for debut poetry chapbook

The cover of Ksenia Rychtycka’s book 
“A sky full of Wings” features the work 
of famed Ukrainian artist Edward 

Kozak, titled “News from Ukraine.”

Maria Bologna

Ksenia Rychtycka (left) and Dzvinka Hayda, president of the Ukrainian American 
Archives and Museum of Detroit (UAAM).

Myrosia Stefaniuk

(Continued on page 12)
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Lehigh Valley artists and Ukrainian community to host evening of theater in support of Ukraine
Randall Forte

BETHLEHEM, Pa. – Lehigh Valley artists 
and the local Ukrainian community 
announced an evening of theater, film and 
dance in solidarity with the people of 
Ukraine hosted by World-Wide Ukrainian 
Play Readings, a global initiative to commis-
sion new plays which give artistic voice to 
playwrights, directors, translators and per-
formers who continue to make a difference 
in the lives of Ukrainians besieged by the 
assault on their homes, language and culture.

The event will take place on June 4 at the 
Moravian University campus in Bethlehem, 
Pa.

Fundraising for humanitarian relief for 
Ukraine is an essential element of the pro-
gram. Lehigh Valley organizers have chosen 
to request contributions be sent to the 
Voices of Children Foundation, a Ukrainian 
charity dedicated to providing emergency 
psychological assistance and emergency 
evacuation services to provide safe shelter 
and creative activities to rescue children 
from the trauma of war.  

The curtain for the event will rise at 7 
p.m. in Prosser Auditorium in the Haupert 
Union Building on the college’s North 

Campus. Conversation and refreshments for 
artists and audience members will follow. 

The event will feature a staged reading 
of “A Dictionary of Emotions in War Time,” 
by Yelena Astasyeva of Totem Center 
Theater Lab. The play is directed by profes-
sional theater artist Randall Forte.

“The arts offer a powerful way to 
engage,” Mr. Forte says. “This is a wonderful 
opportunity to connect with our communi-
ty and help our neighbors tell their story.  
As a result, we have been able to build a 
network of local support in a relatively 
short time.”

In an excerpt from her play, “A Dictionary 
of Emotions in War Time,” Ms. Astasyeva 
writes that, “Today I dreamed of people who 
left Kherson. Managed to leave during the 
first days of the war. I had a dream that they 
came back. I don’t know what this dream is 
for. I don’t know which is easier: to stay in 
an occupied city or to leave leaving friends 
and relatives here – worry and worry about 
them from abroad. I envy no one.”

Christopher Shorr, who is the head of 
Moravian’s theater program and the co-
director of the school’s InFocus Center for 
War, Peacebuilding the Just Society, said the 
school was looking forward to holding the 

event for Ukraine.
“Moravian is pleased to host this event,” 

Mr. Shorr said. “It is an opportunity to sup-
port a great cause and to explore critical 
issues facing our world.”

Mr. Shorr will also create a short film of 
Andriy Bondarenko’s play, “Peace and 
Tranquility,” which was commissioned by 
Sputnik Theatre Company in London.  
Bethlehem’s Touchstone Theatre will pro-
vide marketing assistance and technical 
support for the event.

In addition to directing Ms. Astasyeva’s 
play, Mr. Forte is a veteran advocate of the 
arts, now leading efforts in the region to 
raise awareness about the plight of millions 
of Ukrainians displaced by the war.

In celebration of their heritage and cul-
ture, KAZKA Ukrainian Folk Ensemble from 
Schuylkill County, Pa., will perform tradi-
tional folk dances. The greater Lehigh 
Valley is home to one of the largest 
Ukrainian American communities in the 
country, as many families previously settled 
in the Pennsylvania coal regions of Carbon, 
Schuylkill, Lehigh and Luzerne counties.

The scope of the plays and translations 
in the World-Wide Ukrainian Readings is 
the inspiration of American journalist, 

translator and theater critic John Freedman, 
who now lives in Greece.

Mr. Freedman’s partners in organizing 
and funding the still expanding circuit of 
events include Philip Arnoult at Baltimore’s 
Center for International Theater Develop-
ment, Maksym Kurochkin at Kyiv’s Theater 
of Playwrights and Noah Birksted-Breen at 
London’s Sputnik Theatre.

In lieu of royalties and ticket sales, audi-
ences and supporters will be encouraged to 
contribute to organizations in Ukraine 
which are providing essential emergency 
resources to the millions of people who 
have been displaced by the ravages of 
Russia’s war on Ukraine.

Connected to one another through a net-
work of professional theater artists and cul-
tural organizations around the world, as of 
May 4, participants from 18 countries had 
pledged to hold 128 readings or events of 
68 plays.

The event is co-sponsored by the 
Ukrainian National Women’s League of 
America (Branch 91, Lehigh Valley) and the 
Organization for the Rebirth of Ukraine.

For more information about the event, 
readers can visit https://www.citd.us/
worldwide-ukrainian-play-readings.

grandparents who left everything behind to 
journey to America, and a mother who 
returns to her native land in 1990 after 
fleeing the old world,” Ms. Donovan wrote. 

Detroit author and Amazon reviewer, 
Dorene O’Brien also reviewed Ms. 
Rychtycka’s work.

“Poet Ksenia Rychtycka explores trans-
formations, where opposing ideas and 
images merge to expand and enrich their 
otherwise mundane meanings. … The col-
lection delivers its message that nothing is 
as it appears, that change is inevitable, that 
nature, human and environmental, is in 
constant flux and interplay. Acorns drop 
down but they are like bullets targeting a 
swing set, the sun slinks above the neigh-
bor’s oaks like a spy, the flames over 
Chornobyl burn the sky as unwitting resi-
dents dance below,” Ms. O’Brien wrote.

Myra Junyk, in a book review for Nash 
Holos Ukrainian Radio, also wrote about 
Ms. Rychtycka’s work.

“Although this is Ksenia Rychtycka’s first 
poetry collection, ‘A Sky Full of Wings’ is a 
masterful work. … Ukrainian readers will 
definitely relate to images of their child-
hood, their history and their community,” 

Ms. Junyk wrote.
Ms. Rychtycka is a first-generation 

Ukrainian American poet and fiction writer. 
Her short stories and poems have appeared 
in many literary journals, anthologies and 
periodicals, and they have received numer-
ous writing awards and accolades.

Born in Chicago, she is a daughter of 
poet Daria Rychtycka and novelist 
Lubomyr Rychtyckyj. She was raised in 
Detroit’s Ukrainian community where her 
heritage and national identity were always 
in the forefront. She completed studies in 
journalism and art history, and she earned 
a master’s degree in creative writing from 
Chicago’s Columbia College. 

Ms. Rychtycka has roots on both sides of 
the ocean, she backpacked through Europe, 
then lived and worked as an editor in Kyiv 
from 1996-2000, an experience that served 
as the inspiration for her short story collec-
tion, “Crossing the Border” (Little Creek 
Books, 2012). Currently, Ms. Rychtycka 
resides in Michigan with her family and is a 
copy editor at a Detroit ad agency.

“A Sky Full of Wings” was launched last 
November at the Ukrainian-American 
Archives and Museum in Detroit. It is avail-
able through Amazon, Barnes and Noble, 
Finishing Line Press and other retailers.  
For more information, readers may visit 
her website at kseniarychtycka.com.

the oligarchs, who now have to park their 
yachts and purchase real estate in Turkey, 
can be ignored by the Kremlin, but the dis-
gruntlement among the top brass must be 
a major worry (Forbes.ru, May 11). 
Ukrainian sources speculate about a dis-
honorable dismissal of Gen. Valery 
Gerasimov, the chief of the General Staff, 
who was absent from the May 9 parade 
(Gordonua.com, May 12). Putin might not 
dare to execute such a radical purge, but 
the fact that Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu 
answered the phone call from U.S. Defense 
Secretary Lloyd Austin on May 13 could be 
significant (RIA Novosti, May 13).

The clear-cut decision of Finland and 
Sweden to join NATO signifies both the fail-
ure of Putin’s foreign policy aimed and 
sowing and exploiting discord in the West, 
and the fiasco of his attack on Ukraine, 
where the mighty Russian military machine 
is hopelessly stuck. Putin needs to alter the 
losing course of the contestation, but he 

refrained from declaring war on Ukraine at 
the Victory Day parade, perhaps to avoid 
alarming Russian society with talk of full 
mobilization. The annexation of Donbas 
and Kherson might be seen as a way to 
transform the notorious “special military 
operation” into an ostensibly just cause war 
of defending Russian territory with all 
available military means. This geopolitical 
trick can hardly succeed – not only because 
of international condemnation but also 
because propaganda can induce only fake 
enthusiasm among Russians for such 
“enlargement.” The elites may be far 
detached from the populace, and the top 
brass from the soldiers, but the disunited 
country is gradually reckoning with the 
need to bring Putin’s war to an end.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 11)

Michigan...

ed exclave any safer (Forbes.ru, May 12).
What Putin needs is an asymmetric 

response that would have a double impact, 
additionally deterring the United States and 
its European allies from supplying Ukraine 
with more heavy weapons necessary to 
launch a large-scale counter-offensive 
(Nezavisimaya Gazeta, May 11). The easiest 
way to score such a geopolitical coup might 
be to formally annex the Donetsk and 
Luhansk quasi-“republics” into the Russian 
Federation; then, Ukrainian resistance and 
combat operations in Donbas could be con-
strued as an attack on Russia and its “histor-
ic lands” mentioned by Putin in his May 9 
speech (Moscow Times, May 9). Sergei 
Naryshkin, the director of Russia’s Foreign 
Intelligence Service (SVR), “mumbled” 
about such a plan during the televised 
meeting of the Security Council on the eve 
of the re-invasion. More recently, he specu-
lated about Poland’s supposed intentions to 
restore control over its old possessions in 
western Ukraine (Kommersant, February 
21; RIA Novosti, April 29). A follow-up 
Russian move could consist of annexing the 
Kherson region, critical for establishing a 
corridor between the Donbas and occupied 
Crimea (Svoboda.org, May 12).

One serious problem with this plan is 
the situation on the front line. Although 
Luhansk Oblast is nearly completely occu-
pied by Russian forces, only half of the 
Donetsk region has been “liberated,” from 
Moscow’s point of view (see Eurasia Daily 
Monitor, May 11). The battered retreat 
from the outskirts of Kharkiv makes little 

difference to this pitched battle, but the 
hard blow at the Siversky Donets river-
crossing last week further derailed the 
long-planned Russian offensive (Graniru.
org, May 13). Meanwhile, Russia’s control 
over the Kherson region is increasingly ten-
uous: its offensive push toward Mykolaiv 
and Odesa lost momentum and turned into 
a slow retreat, leaving the troops on the 
western side of Dnieper River undersup-
plied and demoralized (Kommersant, May 
11). The Kremlin counts on the unstoppa-
ble drive of its military machine securing 
additional territorial gains in the Donbas, 
but timing may be a factor. Namely, the 
envisaged annexation could be entirely 
undercut by a surprise breakthrough 
achieved by the emboldened and rearmed 
Ukrainian brigades (Nezavisimaya Gazeta, 
May 11). Moscow is preparing for the land 
grab in eastern Ukraine with a planned 
rehearsal in Georgia’s South Ossetia. A “ref-
erendum” on this separatist region joining 
Russia has been scheduled for mid-July; but 
two months is a long time even for the cur-
rently slow-moving war (Rosbalt, May 11).

It is not only the morale of Russian 
troops that is sinking with every Ukrainian 
counter-attack, but so is the mood among 
the Russia elites, who show much less 
enthusiasm for the unequal and costly con-
frontation with the West than the propa-
ganda trumpets (Riddle, May 13). Only a 
few of Putin’s courtiers, such as former 
prime minister Dmitry Medvedev, are 
actively asserting their “patriotic” creden-
tials; many others, including Prime 
Minister Mikhail Mishustin and even 
Putin’s long-time confidant Igor Sechin, the 
CEO of Rosneft, prefer to keep a low profile 
(Republic.ru, May 10). The grumbles from 

(Continued from page 2)

Could annexation...

Russian forces from reopening the port 
right away, however. Mr. Howard, of the 
Jamestown Foundation, said it could take 
months for Russia to get the port opera-
tional for military use.

Russia seized control of the smaller Sea 
of Azov port city of Berdyansk in March and 
is using it to supply its forces.

As for the symbolic or propaganda value 
of the end of Ukraine’s resistance at the 
steel plane, the “clock is ticking,” said Mr. 

Person.
“Putin will be able to capitalize on this 

success until Russian forces face their next 
major setback, after which Azovstal will be 
a distant memory for most Russians,” he 
said. “But for Ukrainians, the memory of 
the siege of Mariupol will serve as a rallying 
cry for generations to come.”

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/azovstal-russia-
ukraine-captured/31856565.html).

(Continued from page 4)

Russia’s...
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countries since Russia’s launched its unpro-
voked invasion of Ukraine. Russian Foreign 
Affairs Ministry spokeswoman Maria 
Zakharova underscored that the decision 
was a retaliatory measure, saying Canada’s 
ban on RT had been “Russophobic” and said 
the CBC had become “propaganda noise.” 
Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 
slammed the decision, saying “responsible 
journalism – sharing what’s actually going 
on with citizens – is a deep threat to 
Vladimir Putin.” (RFE/RL’s Ukrainian 
Service, with reporting by Reuters, AFP, AP, 
dpa, BBC and TASS)

Russian soldier pleads guilty

The first Russian soldier to stand trial on 
accusations of committing a war crime in 

Ukraine has pleaded guilty at a hearing in a 
Kyiv court. When asked in court on May 18 
if he was guilty of killing a 62-year-old 
Ukrainian civilian who was riding a bicycle 
in the village of Chupakhivka in the north-
eastern region of Sumy, Sergeant Vadim 
Shishimarin, dressed in a blue and gray 
hoodie at the hearing, replied: “Yes.” Mr. 
Shishimarin, who comes from the Siberian 
region of Irkutsk, faces life in prison if con-
victed. Ukrainian state prosecutors say Mr. 
Shishimarin, 21, was ordered to kill the 
civilian to prevent him from reporting on 
the Russians’ presence. He fired several 
shots through an open car window, hitting 
the civilian in the head, according to the 
prosecution. Viktor Ovsyannikov, the sol-
dier’s lawyer, said he would build his case 
after hearing witness testimony and 
described the trial as without precedent. 
He added that he had not consulted with 
anyone in Russia about the case except Mr. 
Shishimarin’s mother, and he “provided her 

with all the necessary explanations.” 
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said 
Russia has no information about the trial, 
adding that Russia’s ability to provide assis-
tance is limited due to the absence of its 
diplomatic mission. The killing occurred 
just days after Russia launched its unpro-
voked invasion of Ukraine. Mr. Shishimarin, 
a member of a tank unit that was captured 
by Ukrainian forces, admitted that he shot 
the civilian in a video posted earlier this 
month by the Security Service of Ukraine. “I 
was ordered to shoot,” Mr. Shishimarin said 
in the video as he described the February 
28 killing. “I shot one (round) at him. He 
falls. And we kept on going.” Ukrainian 
Prosecutor General Iryna Venediktova last 
month identified 10 soldiers of the 64th 
Mechanized Infantry Brigade of the 
Russian armed forces, saying that they are 
suspected of “cruelty toward civilians and 
other war crimes,” adding that Ukrainian 
investigators are continuing to gather evi-
dence and those named were just the first. 
She also said at the time that investigations 
were under way to find out if the 10 
Russians took part in the killing of civilians 
in Bucha. The retreat of Russian forces 
from Bucha and other towns near Kyiv 
revealed harrowing evidence of brutal kill-
ings, torture, mass graves and the indis-
criminate targeting of civilians in the fight-
ing. On May 12, the United Nations Human 
Rights Council (UNHRC) overwhelmingly 
approved a resolution to set up an investi-
gation into allegations of abuses by Russian 
troops in areas of Ukraine they temporarily 
controlled. The UNHRC’s resolution cited 
apparent cases of torture, shootings and 
sexual violence, along with other atrocities 
documented by a U.N. team on the ground. 
(RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service, with report-
ing by Reuters and AFP)

Zelenskyy surprises Cannes Film Festival

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelens-
kyy has delivered an unscheduled address 
to the opening ceremony of the Cannes Film 
Festival, assuring attendees that “hatred 
will disappear and dictators will die.” The 
actor-turned-politician referred to the con-
nection between cinema and reality, mak-

ing references to films like Apocalypse Now 
and Charlie Chaplin’s The Great Dictator, 
which mocked Nazi leader Adolf Hitler. “We 
need a new Chaplin who will demonstrate 
that the cinema of our time is not silent,” Mr. 
Zelenskyy said in his surprise video mes-
sage to the ceremony in Cannes, France. 
“Today, the cinema is not silent. Remember 
these words. The power they’ve taken from 
the people will be returned to the people.” 
He received a standing ovation from the 
audience gathered at the festival’s main 
venue. The festival, which was canceled in 
2020 and scaled back last year because of 
COVID-19, had an eye turned to the war in 
Ukraine as it kicked off this year largely 
without pandemic protocols. Several films 
from Ukrainian filmmakers, including 
Sergei Loznitsa’s documentary The Natural 
History Of Destruction, are scheduled to be 
shown. Mariupolis 2, a documentary about 
the conflict by Lithuanian director Mantas 
Kvedaravicius, who was killed in the 
Ukrainian city of Mariupol last month, will 
get a special screening. Twenty-one films 
will vie for the festival’s top award, the 
Palme d’Or, over the next 12 days. Top Gun: 
Maverick, Elvis, and the zombie comedy 
Final Cut are all premiering during the festi-
val. Final Cut, whose premiere opened the 
festival, was renamed from its original title, 
Z, after Ukrainian protesters noted that the 
letter Z symbolizes support for Russia’s war 
in Ukraine. Festival organizers have barred 
Russians with ties to the government. 
(RFE/RL, with reporting by AFP and AP)

U.S. launches program to document war crimes

The U.S. State Department has announced 
the launch of a new program to capture 
and analyze evidence of war crimes and 
other atrocities committed by Russian forc-
es in Ukraine. The goal of the program will 
be the documentation, verification and dis-
semination of open-source evidence to 
ensure that Russia is held accountable for 
its actions, the U.S. State Department said 
on May 17 in a statement. Known as the 
Conflict Observatory, the program will 
make its reports and analyses available on 

(Continued on page 15)
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With deep sorrow we announce that our beloved 
Mother, Grandmother and Great-grandmother

Alexandra “Lesia” Moczula 
(née Lotocky)

passed into eternal rest on March 29, 2022 at the age of 93.

Born in Ostriv, Ternopil oblast, Ukraine, on November 21, 1928, 
Alexandra was the daughter of the late Teo� l and Paraskevia Lotocky, 
and the widow of the late Wasyl Moczula. She was a parishioner of St. 

Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church in Passaic, NJ, and a member of 
their Senior Club. She was also a member of UNWLA Branch 70 

and a long-time member of PLAST (kurin Buryverkhy).

Left in deep sorrow: 
daughter         Musia and husband Richard Jachens
sons:                   Roman and wife Vera
                             Bohdan and wife Lydia
grandchildren:         Adrian Jachens and wife Samantha
                                Tania Jachens
                                 Daniel Moczula
                                 Dianka Moczula
great-grandchildren:  Carter and Juliana Jachens
and family in USA, Canada and Ukraine

Funeral services were held at St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church 
in Passaic, NJ, with burial at St. Andrew’s Cemetery in S. Bound Brook, NJ.

Donations in memory of Alexandra Moczula may be made to:
• St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church, 
   60 Holdsworth Ct, Passaic, NJ 07055
• Razom for Ukraine (razomforukraine.org)

May she rest in peace!

KULINSKI MEMORIALS
809 SOUTH MAIN STREET • MANVILLE, NJ 08835

• Serving Ukrainian families for over 60 years
• Over 40 granite colors to choose from
• Custom etchings
• House appointments available
• Serving the tri-state area
• 5 minutes from St. Andrew Ukrainian Cemetery  
   in South Bound Brook, NJ

Tel. 800-458-5467  •  908-722-3130  •  Fax 908-253-0027
KulinskiMemorials@msn.com  •  KulinskiMemorials.com

ОКСАНА СТАНЬКО
Ліцензований продавець

Страхування Життя

OKSANA STANKO
Licensed Life Insurance Agent  

Ukrainian National Assn., Inc.

Tel.: 908-872-2192
email: stankouna@optimum.net

PROFESSIONALS

TO PLACE YOUR AD CALL WALTER HONCHARYk (973) 292-9800 x3040
or e-mail  advertising@ukrweekly.com

SERVICES

OPPORTUNITIES

Earn Extra incomE!
The Ukrainian Weekly is looking 

for advertising sales agents.
For additional information contact  

Walter Honcharyk, Advertising Manager,  
The Ukrainian Weekly, 973-292-9800, ext 3040.

Run your advertisement here, 
in The Ukrainian Weekly’s 

CLASSIFIEDS section.

Chester� eld Cleaners 
in Manhattan, New York City 

is looking for tailor 
to work 5 days per week.

For more information call us at 
212-873-7013
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its website. “The Conflict Observatory will 
analyze and preserve publicly and com-
mercially available information, including 
satellite imagery and information shared 
via social media, consistent with interna-
tional legal standards, for use in ongoing 
and future accountability mechanisms,” the 
statement said. The online platform will 
help refute Russia’s disinformation efforts 
and shine a light on abuses, the statement 
added. Ukraine has accused Russia of com-
mitting atrocities during its unprovoked 
invasion and said it has identified more 
than 10,000 possible war crimes. Russia 
denies targeting civilians and claims that 
evidence of atrocities presented by Ukraine 
was staged. United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Human Rights Michelle Bachelet 

said last week there were many examples 
of possible war crimes in Ukraine. The 
International Criminal Court is also work-
ing with Ukrainian, Lithuanian and Polish 
prosecutors in investigating war crimes 
allegations against Russian forces. (RFE/
RL, with reporting by Reuters)

Kuleba meets Blinken

Ukrainian Foreign Affairs Minister 
Dmytro Kuleba said he met U.S. Secretary of 
State Antony Blinken in Berlin on May 15 
and that “more weapons and other aid is on 
the way to Ukraine.” Mr. Kuleba was due to 
brief foreign affairs ministers of the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) during 
a meeting in Berlin on the situation on the 
ground in Ukraine and on how the alliance 
can further help the country as it battles 
invading Russian forces for a 12th week. 
“We agreed to work closely together to 
ensure that Ukrainian food exports reach 

consumers in Africa and Asia. Grateful to 
Secretary Blinken and the U.S. for their lead-
ership and unwavering support,” Mr. Kuleba 
tweeted. U.S. State Department spokesman 
Ned Price said that Messrs. Blinken and 
Kuleba discussed the impact of Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine, including on global 
food security. “The secretary conveyed 
details regarding the latest tranche of U.S. 
security assistance to bolster Ukraine’s 
defenses,” Mr. Price said. U.S. Senate 
Republican Leader Mitch McCon nell, in 
Stockholm after visiting the Ukrainian capi-
tal on May 14, told reporters on a confer-
ence call that he expects the Senate to 
approve just under $40 billion in further aid 
for Ukraine in a vote on May 18. U.S. 
President Joe Biden had requested $33 bil-
lion in aid for Ukraine on April 28, includ-
ing over $20 billion in military assistance. 
But House lawmakers boosted that amount 

to roughly $40 billion, adding more military 
and humanitarian aid. (RFE/RL, with 
reporting by Reuters)

Italy blocks cyberattacks during Eurovision

The Italian police have thwarted hacking 
attacks by pro-Russian groups during the 
May 10 semifinal and the May 14 final of 
the Eurovision Song Contest in Turin, 
authorities say. Police said on May 15 that 
during voting operations and contestants’ 
performances, police had mitigated several 
cyberattacks on network infrastructure by 
the hacker group Killnet and its affiliate, 
Legion. Ukraine’s Kalush Orchestra won 
the Eurovision Song Contest in the early 
hours of May 15, with their entry Stefania. 
Since Russia invaded Ukraine on February 
24, many Western governments have 

(Continued from page 14)
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Nadia k. Chomko
Надя К. Чомко

September 1, 1957 – April 20, 2022

Beloved wife, mother, sister, sister-in-law,

aunt, friend to many

Вічна Їй пам’ять!

Jaroslaw (Slavko) Konopada
age 92, passed away peacefully in his sleep February 28th, 
2022, of natural causes. He leaves behind his wife, Nadia 
Vaskan, sister Irena Konopada, son, Andrij Konopada, 
daughters Natalia Burgess (Mike Burgess) and Darka 

Stebiwka (Miroslav Stebiwka), grandchildren Olenka Burgess, Stefan and 
Alexandra Konopada, as well as extended family in Canada. Slavko was 
an active member in the Ukrainian community of Detroit Michigan. He 
contributed generously to many organizations, supporting religious, 
cultural, and educational institutions. He was one of the main organizers 
of the Harvard Ukrainian Institute foundation in the Detroit area and was 
proud to see the program flourish, thanks, in part, to his efforts.

Slavko was born 
December 19, 1929 in the 
village of Potik, near the 
city of Rohatyn in western 
Ukraine. Like so many 
others of his generation, 
he navigated a war-
torn Europe, escaping 
the Bolshevik invasion 
at a young age. After 
transitioning through 
the Displaced Person 
camps in Berchtesgaden, 
Germany, he arrived in 
Perth Amboy, NJ, where 
his grandparents lived 
in the 1950’s. In his early 
twenties, Slavko sought 
work in Detroit, MI and for a time, worked two full-time jobs at two 
separate car-manufacturing plants, while simultaneously attending 
English-language classes. Slavko married Halyna Cisaruk in 1956 and 
soon started his own business, Standard Building Company. His company 
built many fine homes, especially in Warren, MI, a hub of the Ukrainian 
community in metropolitan Detroit. Slavko, a skilled carpenter, helped 
many people with their home-improvement projects, and he was always 
generous with his time whenever Ukrainian organizations needed 
building or carpentry assistance. Slavko built and repaired several 
buildings for PLAST, a Ukrainian scouting organization, at a popular 
Ukrainian community campground known as “Dibrova” in Brighton, MI.

Slavko enjoyed many hobbies: He had a strong ear for music and learned 
how to play accordion, piano, guitar, and mandolin. He was fascinated by 
astronomy and revered Carl Sagan. He loved to attend cultural events 
and support many artists. Going to hear the Detroit Symphony Orchestra 
was a favorite activity, as was watching Pavarotti on his big-screen TV. He 
enjoyed sports such as soccer, skiing, volleyball, and, like so many other 
Ukrainians, he loved watching the Detroit Red Wings. He was fortunate to 
travel with his second wife Nadia to Florida and Mexico in his later years.

His neighbors and friends who knew him as “Jerry,“ enjoyed bumping 
into him at his favorite Warren/Madison Heights-area restaurants, The 
Master’s, Mon Jin Lau, Ryan Grill Coney Island, Tony’s Pizzeria and others. 
People who knew him will recall his fun sense of humor. He loved to 
make people smile. When asked “Yak sha mayesh?“ (how are you doing?), 
he liked to say, “Yak horoch pry dorozi“ (like a pea pod on the roadside). 
Ukrainian music, dance, poetry, and history were all deeply meaningful 
to him and he passed this love of his native land on to his children who 
carry it, as well as their memory of him, in their hearts.

Slavko/Jerry did not wish for a formal service but the family will 
commemorate him privately. The family requests that friends make a 
donation in his honor to help Ukrainians as they defend their country, 
once again. In his last days, Slavko was spared having to witness the 
tragic events in his beloved Ukraine.

Vichnaya Pamyat!  Memory Eternal.

Bohdan S. Polanskyj
Bohdan was born on March 26, 1928 in Lviv, Ukraine, the 

oldest of two sons, to Ukrainian parents, Ivan Polansky and 
Anna Polanska (née Kulchitska).  During World War II, he lived 
under Nazi occupation and after the end of the war, he lived 

in the Kaserne-Freiman refugee camp near Munich.  He immigrated to 
Argentina in 1948 and ultimately to the United States through Charleston 
in 1960.  

In 1964, he married Maria Osinska and took up residence in New Jersey, 
where they raised three children together: Odarka, Bohdan A. and Peter.  
Bohdan was trained as a Chemist in Argentina, and worked as a researcher 
and inventor, was granted multiple patents during his time at Witco 
Corporation and enjoyed the � nal years of his work life at NJIT as a master 
machinist.  His lifelong hobby of photography won him many awards in his 
beloved nature photography and accolades of his peers at Vailsburg  Camera 
Club and the Ukrainian Photographic Society.  Bohdan documented much 
of Ukrainian American Diaspora life in New Jersey and in retirement he 
published many collections of Ukrainian Churches in the USA and Canada.  

Bohdan is survived by his three children, Odarka Polanskyj Stockert, 
with her husband Thomas and children Sophia and Oliver, Bohdan A. 
Polanskyj, with his wife Mimi and children Alexander and Izabelle, and 
Peter Polanskyj, with his wife Stacey, and children Cassandra, Madeline, 
Damian and Lindsay, all from New Jersey. He is predeceased by his wife, 
Maria Polanskyj (née Osinska) and his brother George Polansky. 

Viewings will be held on Friday, May 20, 2022 from 2pm to 4pm and 
from 630pm to 830pm at Union Funeral Home, 1600 Stuyvesant Avenue, 
Union, NJ.  The funeral liturgy will be held at 10am on Saturday, May 21, 
2022 at Saint John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Church, 733 Sanford 
Avenue in Newark, NJ, followed by a burial at Saint Andrew Ukrainian 
Cemetery, 240 Main Street, South Bound Brook, NJ.

In lieu of � owers, donations may be made to the UNWLA SCHOLARSHIP 
PROGRAM, PO BOX 24, Matawan, NJ 07747-0024 with a notation “In 
Memory of Bohdan S. Polanskyj” or to support the UNWLA Humanitarian 
E� orts in Ukraine (https://unwla.org/donate).

(Continued on page 19)
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A charity fundraiser pitting Ukraine’s 
national soccer team against Bundesliga 
club Borussia Monchengladbach enabled 
the Ukrainians to round back into playing 
shape before a World Cup qualifying playoff 
match against Scotland in June. This was 
their first action since Russia launched its 
full-scale war on Ukraine on February 24. 
The May 11 friendly was played at 
Borussia-Park in Monchengladbach, 
Germany. More than 20,000 spectators 
cheered Team Ukraine on to a 2-1 victory 
over the home side.

Ukraine’s squad was put together from 
Ukrainian clubs whose league seasons were 
frozen as of February 24. Because Ukrainian 
men who are of fighting age cannot leave 
the country during the war, the players were 
required to get special authorization to trav-
el. Some of the players have been touring in 
Europe, playing fundraising games with 
Dynamo Kyiv and Shakhtar Donetsk. 
Players have also been practicing at a 
national team training camp in Slovenia.

Many of the spectators at the match 
were Ukrainians who were given free tick-
ets to attend their team’s return to the 
pitch. Ukrainian fans cheered loudly at the 
nine-minute mark when Mykhailo Mudryk 
gave Ukraine a 1-0 advantage. Conor Noss 
evened the score five minutes later and 
Ukraine substitute Oleksandr Pikhalonok 
gave his club the victory in the 82nd minute 
with a low shot from just outside the box. 
Mudryk and Pikhalonok were first-time 
national teamers.

This was Ukraine’s first time playing 
since a 2-0 win over Bosnia-Herzegovina 
on November 16, 2021. Ukrainian head 
coach Oleksandr Petrakov was pleased 
with his team’s performance after such a 
long layoff, but he noted that some obvious 
mistakes need to be corrected before the 
June 1 playoff against Scotland in Glasgow. 
Should Ukraine beat Scotland, it would next 
face Wales four days later in Cardiff for a 

spot in the 2022 World Cup in Qatar.
Ukraine’s elite players – Manchester 

City’s Oleksandr Zinchenko, West Ham 
United’s Andriy Yarmolenko and Benfica 
striker Roman Yaremchuk – are expected to 
join the national team for the World Cup 
qualifying playoffs. Team Ukraine was 
expected to play friendly matches against 
Italina club Empoli and Croatian club 
Rijeka the week of May 15.

Revenues from the match in Germany 
were earmarked for victims of the war.

Ukraine rolls out special jerseys

On May 11, the president of the Football 
Association of Ukraine (UAF), Andriy 
Pavelko, in partnership with clothing manu-
facturer Joma, presented a new Ukrainian 
jersey to be worn for upcoming friendly 
matches. The jersey is based on the one 
worn at Euro 2020 with a few special 
changes.

The new jersey includes the national flag 
of every country supporting Ukraine. The 
flags are linked together and form an out-
line of Ukraine’s border. The body of the 
jersey has the words “United for Ukraine” 
inside the border of flags. Player numbers 
consist of the names of Ukrainian settle-
ments. The jersey/shirt is available in two 
colors: royal blue and yellow.

Funds raised from the friendly matches 
and from the sale of the new jerseys will go 
to the United24 program.

Children from Kyiv, Kharkiv, Kramatorsk, 
Volnovakha, Zaporizhia, Popasna and other 
cities were first to receive these special jer-
seys. Presenting the shirts were UAF Vice 
Presidents Anatoliy Demyanenko, Oleg 
Protasov, Vadym Kostiuchenko and 
Zakarpattia Oblast Football Association 
head Ivan Duran.

After the friendly matches, some of the 
jerseys will be donated to museums in each 
town, while the remaining shirts will be 
auctioned off and proceeds will go to 

United24, which will use the money to help 
rebuild Ukraine.

Zinchenko brings 10-year-old  
to Man City training

In a most heartwarming moment, 
Ukrainian soccer star Zinchenko brought a 
10-year-old Ukrainian refugee to his 
Manchester City practice facility on May 9. 
The 25-year-old Zinchenko and the young 
boy, Andriy, kicked a ball around together 
on the club’s training grounds.

The aspiring footballer wore a yellow 
Ukraine national team shirt with 
Zinchenko’s name on the back while enjoy-
ing a few dear moments of freedom and joy 
amid the devastation in his homeland.

Zinchenko posted a note on Instagram 
about the Ukrainian boy.

“This is Andriy. He is 10 years old. Today 
he is already safe. Like most Ukrainians, he 
and his family were forced to flee their 
homes because of the war. Seventy-five 
days ago, this boy dreamed of becoming a 
footballer and trained carefree with his 
team. Today he dreams of only one thing – 
peace in our country. About peace. About a 
normal life at home,” Zinchenko wrote in 
his post.

“It hurts me a lot that because of the war 
with Russia, there are a lot of children like 
Andriy in Ukraine today. Deprived of child-
hood, and even worse – life. I believe that 
the day of our Ukrainian victory will come 
soon,” Zinchenko wrote.

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@
sfgsports.com.

Denmark team owner helps Russian hockey player rescue Ukrainian wife and family
by Ihor N. Stelmach

Steen Hansen is very familiar with long drives as a 
trucker, fleet owner and as a founding owner of the 
Aalborg Pirates in Denmark’s elite Metal Ligaen ice hockey 
league. For nearly 10 years Hansen has followed his top-
ranked teal all over the Nordic land. Yet even with those 

countless hours of traveling, he was quite unprepared for 
his February 2022 trek to the border of Ukraine and 
Poland. Along with one of his players, Russian winger Kirill 
Kabanov, this would prove to be the most important road 
trip of his entire life.

Kabanov’s arrival before the 2017-2018 season spear-
headed much of the Pirates’ success in recent years. The 
New York Islanders’ third-round selection in the 2010 
draft, Kabanov ended up bouncing around the American 
Hockey League, the East Coast Hockey League, the 
Swedish League and the Kontinental Hockey League 
before making his way to Aalborg. There he finally reached 
his potential, becoming a team leader and a fan favorite.

In his first season, Kabanov led the team to their first 
Metal Ligaen title after remaining atop the league stand-
ings the entire year. Except for a one-season jump to 
Germany’s DEL the next year, Kabanov has been a fixture 
in Aalborg with his Ukrainian fashion model wife Viktoriya 
Kuropyatnikova and their two young sons, now 4 and 6 
years old.

Kuropyatnikova travels on business between Aalborg 
and Chernihiv, Ukraine, where the couple have an apart-
ment and were they were building a house. When Russia 
launched its full-scale war on Ukraine on February 24, 
Kuropyatnikova and her sons were in Ukraine while her 
husband was playing hockey in Denmark.

In the war’s first days, Kabanov reasoned his family 
would be safe where they were in Ukraine. Hansen sug-
gested he seriously consider getting his family out before 
the situation in Ukraine worsened. By February 28, the 
fourth day of the war, Chernihiv was being bombed, with 

missiles exploding a few steps away from the family’s 
apartment building. The mother and her sons slept in a 
bomb shelter.

For Kabanov and Kuropyatnikova there was no time to 
waste. The Ukrainian fashion model, the children and her 
mother fled with one small bag of necessities, leaving 
behind all of their possessions and her father, as men 
between the age of 18-60 have not been allowed to leave 
Ukraine.

To get to the Polish border, Kuropyatnikova and family 
traveled by car and by bus for two agonizing days across 
war-torn Ukraine. Meeting them would be Hansen and 
Kabanov, who had borrowed a seven-seat vehicle from a 
friend, and drove some 1,000 kilometers across Denmark, 
Germany and Poland for 14 straight hours, stopping only 
to refuel.

When the men arrived at the tiny border crossing, they 
could not immediately locate Kuropyatnikova and her fam-
ily. In cold weather they searched for about an hour. The 
family was forced to walk the last leg of their journey, and 
everyone finally met up together before sunrise on March 
2.

The group proceeded to pick up a woman who needed a 
ride to Poland along the way. After dropping off the refu-
gee, the rest of the trip proved difficult and exhausting. 
There were several sleep breaks in hotels along the way 
with relief and gratitude guiding them through those last 
legs. Driving into Aalborg was special because it meant 
everyone was finally home.Kirill Kabanov in a 2011 hockey match between the 

Lewiston Maineiacs and the Quebec Ramparts of the 
Quebec Major Junior Hockey League.

Sarah Connors via Wikipedia

Ukraine’s national soccer team returns

(Continued on page 19)

Members of Ukraine’s national soccer team took part in a charity match against 
Germany’s Borussia Monchengladbach on May 11. Ukraine won 2-1.

Facebook.com/FCShakhtar
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Ukrainian Paralympic Committee President Valeriy 
Sushkevych fears that the country’s outstanding program 
for disabled athletes is on the verge of collapse, if not 
already destroyed, following the launch of Russia’s full-
scale war on Ukraine on February 24. The war’s impact on 
funding and support has had a most crippling effect on the 
country.

Ukraine had some 2.7 million people living with disabili-
ties in the country prior to February 24. It has traditionally 
been a world leader at both the Summer and Winter 
Paralympic Games. In the 2022 Winter Games, Ukraine fin-
ished second in the gold and overall medal counts. 
Unfortunately, three months into a war that has killed 
thousands of people and displaced millions more, the 
Ukrainian government has been forced to channel all of 
their resources into its war defense effort, and it no longer 
has funds for the Paralympic program. The National Sports 
Committee for the Disabled of Ukraine needs an immediate 
influx of money and is seeking international donations.

Speaking at the Deaflympics in Caxias do Sul, Brazil, 
which took place on May 1-15, Sushkevych said the diver-
sion of funds to resist the invasion means there would be 
little money for training, food and housing for Ukrainian 
Paralympians in future events. A training center in western 
Ukraine could no longer afford the electricity required to 
power it. It has become a makeshift refugee camp for some 
300 people, including 90-year-old grandmothers and chil-
dren as young as 3 months old. Some athletes and their 
families are also temporarily staying at the training center.

The hope is that Ukraine’s disabled sports program sur-
vives the war, particularly because there will be a need for 
the program in the future, as there are already many 
Ukrainians who have been injured or have become ampu-
tees as a result of the war.

Ukrainian athletes are successfully competing at the 
Deaflympics thanks to the support of the international 
community. One week into the 2022 Deaflympics, 
Ukraine’s 13 athletes topped the table with 77 medals, 
including 39 gold, more than double the medal count of the 
United States, which is in second place with 34 medals.

Ukraine also sent a team to compete in the Cerebral 
Palsy Football World Cup in Spain.

Ukrainian athlete refugees Israel

Seven elite track and field athletes are part of a group of 
more than 50 Ukrainian youths who have found refuge in 

facilities in Israel run by Hadassah, the Women’s Zionist 
Organization of America. The athletes and their two coach-
es, who fled from the ruins of their war-torn country, are 
training for future competitions in Europe and South 
America. Their temporary place of refuge is the Neurim 
Youth Village, run by Hadassah, in Beit Yanai, Israel.

The athletes and coaches were matched up with Neurim 
via collaboration between the local municipal authorities 
and the Israeli Athletic Union. They are set to continue 
their training and stay at the village through the end of 
May, at which time they will fly to Greece for additional 
training. Initial reviews of the facilities from two of the ath-
letes indicated the training conditions were comfortable 
with proper and abundant food and excellent weather.

In total, more than 50 Ukrainians have found refuge at 
Hadassah’s two youth villages for at-risk Israelis. One group 
is staying in the Neurim Youth Village, while the other is 
staying in the Meir Shfeyah Youth Village located near 
Zikhron Ya’akov in northern Israel. Refuge for the Ukrainians 
was made possible with the help of Israel’s Ministry of 
Education and the Jewish Agency for Israel (JAFI).

All of the Ukrainians at the Hadassah facilities were 
immediately admitted to Naale, a free high school program 
for overseas Jewish youth sponsored by the ministry and 
JAFI, when Russia began its full-scale war on Ukraine on 

February 24.
The Chief Executive Officer of Hadassah, Naomi Adler, 

reported that the new arrivals are quickly getting acclimat-
ed to their new surroundings in the villages and they have 
been greatly assisted by Ukrainian students living in the 
communities prior to the war. Israel 21C, an American 
online periodical, reported that some of the young 
Ukrainians have joined the orchestra at one of the villages, 
while others are participating in a talent show. All are 
receiving mental health counseling to assist them in coping 
with the trauma caused by the war and having been forced 
to flee Ukraine.

According to Israel 21C, an additional 100 Ukrainian 
orphaned children have been given shelter at a field school 
in Nes Harim, Israel.

Hadassah also sent seven teams of doctors from its 
Jerusalem medical center to help manage the clinic at the 
Przemysl Humanitarian Aid Center in Przemysl, Poland, 
near the Ukrainian border. Hadassah has partnered with 
Doctors Without Borders to triage patients at the border 
crossing and with the Polish Red Cross to help run the 
pediatric ward at the refugee center in nearby Korczowa, 
Poland.

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@sfgsports.com.

Disabled Ukrainian swim team stranded in Turkey
by Ihor N. Stelmach

Seven young disabled Ukrainian swim-
mers and three coaches arrived in the 
Turkish town of Silivri, outside of Istanbul, 
on February 17. They came to participate in 
an elite two-week training program. Exactly 
one week later, their lives were turned 
upside down when Russia invaded Ukraine.

One youngster was fortunate to make it 
to Poland with his mother, while the others 
have remained in Turkey for over two 
months. Many of their family members are 
stranded in Ukraine. Swimmer Victoria 
Kharchenko, afflicted with cerebral palsy, 
says at least her parents know she is safe.

“They’re happy. We don’t need to stay in 
the air raid shelters, and do not hide,” the 
16-year-old said in an April 22 interview 
with CNN.

Kyrylo Garashchenko, a visually 
impaired athlete, won silver and bronze 
medals for Ukraine at the 2020 Tokyo 
Paralympics last summer and is one of the 
swimmers stuck in Turkey. He is trying to 
understand what is going on in his home-
land, yet realizes it is not healthy to dwell 
on the subject. He would like to win more 
medals at the World Para Swimming 
Championships scheduled in Madeira, 

Portugal, later in June, but he understands 
it is hard to live and prepare in a foreign 
country when your country is waging a war.

Ilia Sharkov, stricken with cerebral palsy, 
told CNN it is extremely challenging to 
maintain focus on his goal of being a 
Paralympic swimmer while his parents live 
in the Russia-occupied city of Melitopol, 

which has been decimated by frequent 
massive bombings. To communicate with 
their son, Sharkov’s parents bicycle some 
30 miles from their home for internet 
access. The 15-year-old Sharkov asked CNN 
staffers to send his family a message while 
they were covering the story.

Coach Iryna Paveleva revealed how the 

team had a great time bonding together the 
first two weeks of their Turkey trip, staying 
in a house together in Silivri. They cooked, 
rested, enjoyed each other’s company. It felt 
like everyone was part of one big family. 
The coaches and athletes supported one 
another.

As the war raged on and the situation in 
Ukraine got worse, the athletes’ welfare 
also deteriorated. For a while, the coaches 
provided psychological help to their young-
sters. But, with time, the service was no 
longer affordable.

Being away from their parents for so 
long taken a significant toll on the young 
swimmers.

“They lack affection. We give them affec-
tion, warmth and they give it to us probably 
more. In the evening they don’t let us go,” 
Paveleva told CNN.

Upwards of half a million Ukrainian chil-
dren face serious risks to their physical and 
mental health as a result of the war in 
Ukraine, according to a UNICEF statement 
from early February.

“This trauma risks destroying a genera-
tion,” Sima Bahous, executive director of the 
United Nations’ gender equality and 

seven Ukrainian swimmers and their coach, Iryna Pavleva (left), are stranded in 
Turkey as a result of Russia’s war on Ukraine.

Courtesy of Yana Protsenko

Ukraine’s Paralympic  
movement in danger

Valeriy sushkevych, president of the Paralympic Committee of Ukraine (in wheelchair), celebrates with Ukraine’s 
basketball team at the 2022 Deaflympics in Caxias do sul, Brazil.

Facebook.com/NationalSportsCommitteefortheDisabledofUkraine

(Continued on page 19)
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CHICAGO – Renowned local artist Elena Diadenko concluded her exhibition of 
paintings at the Ukrainian National Museum (UNM) in April 2022. In an outpouring 
of generosity, Ms. Diadenko contributed $14,000 from the sale of her paintings to 
the humanitarian fund of the Ukrainian American Veterans (UAV) Post 32. On May 
4, in recognition of her philanthropy, representatives of the UAV presented her with 
a plaque of recognition for her altruism. Pictured above (from left to right) during the 
presentation of the plaque are UAV Publicity Officer Bohdan Dudycz, UNM President 
Lydia Tkaczuk, Ms. Diadenko, UAV National Adjutant John Steciw and UAV member 
Adam Bihun.

– Bohdan Dudycz

Maria Klimchak

Artist recognized by UAV
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Through June 26 Photo exhibit, “Stop the War in Ukraine,” Ukrainian
Chicago National Museum, www.ukrainiannationalmuseum.org

Through June 19 Art exhibit, “Antiqvitas Nova: Levkas, Etchings, 
New York Sculpture and Gessography,” featuring works by Oleh and 
 Alexander Denysenko, Ukrainian Institute of America, 
 www.ukrainianinstitute.org or 212-288-8660

June 4 Ukrainian Relief Garden Tour, Ukrainian National
Brick, NJ Women’s League of America (Branch 98), 732-492-3408

June 5 125th anniversary celebration, Ss. Peter and Paul
Ansonia/Orange, CT Ukrainian Catholic Church, Grassy Hill Country Club, 
 860-214-2931

June 14 Fundraising dinner, “United with Ukraine,” Rotary
Chichester, PA  District 7450, The Ballrooms at Boothwyn, R.S.V.P. 
 by June 9, https://www.eventbrite.com/e/united-with-
 ukraine-fundraising-event-tickets-333673184477

June 15 Film screening, “Ukrainians in Quebec, 1890-1945,” by
Lachine, Quebec Yurij Luhovy, Lachine Historical Society,
 www.yluhovy.com or 514-481-5871

June 19 Father’s Day Heritage Fest, Ukrainian American Sport 
Horsham, PA Center –Tryzub, www.tryzub.org or info@tryzub.org

July 15-17 Support Ukraine Festival, Soyuzivka Heritage Center,
Kerhonkson, NY www.soyuzivka.com or 845-626-5641

July 27-31 75th Convention of the Ukrainian Orthodox League, Ss. 
Carnegie, PA Peter and Paul UOL Chapter, orthodoxcarnegie.org or 
 uolofusa.org

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

empowerment agency, U.N. Women, said in 
an April statement.

While coach Paveleva copes with her 
young swimmers’ needs, she also has 
thoughts about her own daughter, who lives 
with her grandparents in Ukraine. She is torn 
between returning to Ukraine in order to 
take care of her own family, and sticking to 
her commitment to the swim team in Turkey. 
A return to Ukraine with hopes of reuniting 
with their families would be dangerous for 
the team because of their disabilities.

European Disability Forum, a pan-Euro-
pean non-governmental organization, 
claims there are about 2.7 million individu-
als with disabilities in Ukraine. Another 
NGO, Inclusion Europe, estimates that there 
are about 261,000 people in Ukraine with 
intellectual disabilities, making them very 
vulnerable to violence in the war.

For the time being, the team of 
Ukrainian swimmers has lived in a tempo-
rary home in Kasimpasa Sports Club, a 
Turkish professional soccer club based in 
Istanbul. They are receiving free lodging 
and daily hot meals, and they can train at a 
nearby public pool.

Having arrived in Turkey with clothes 
for a short trip in a cold month, the swim-
mers needed a wardrobe change as the 
weather turned warmer. A few Istanbul 

residents took up a drive to collect clothes, 
shoes and even snacks for the stranded 
Ukrainian athletes.

Following CNN’s story, and after some 
people shared the story on social media, 
more Istanbul residents, including 
Ukrainians, Russians and others, have 
assisted in helping support the swimmers. 
Aid has come in the form of clothing, books, 
money and snacks. Other people have paid 
for excursions, yoga classes and art ses-
sions in attempts to keep the athletes’ 
minds off their difficulties.

Mykyta Dudchenko is still another 
15-year-old swimmer with cerebral palsy. 
His aunt, Yana Protsenko, started a 
GoFundMe page to raise money for her 
nephew and his teammates. As a result, the 
team has received clothes and fresh fruit.

For young Mykyta, one of his most diffi-
cult parts of the day is speaking to his 
mother, Viktoria, on the telephone. His 
mother is constantly worrying about his 
sleeping and eating habits, and she is con-
cerned about both his physical and mental 
health while he lives in a foreign country.

Yana Protsenko, Mykyta Dudchenko’s 
aunt, started a GoFundMe page to raise 
funds for the athletes in Turkey. Readers 
may donate by visiting the website https://
www.gofundme.com/f/young-ukrainian-
paralympic-swimming-team-help.

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@
sfgsports.com.

(Continued from page 17)

Disabled...

When the war first broke out between 
Russia and Ukraine, two countries Kabanov 
loves deeply, he could not continue playing 
hockey. The veteran player was too 
stressed to skate and sat out five games. 
When he returned to Aalborg safely with 
his family, he jumped right back on the ice.

Kuropyatnikova was grateful her hus-
band was granted some time to get his 
mind together. She was most appreciative 

of the team’s sensitivity and understanding 
of the circumstances at hand. She was also 
thankful for the support from the team’s 
fans.

Hansen kept a low profile after insisting 
on personally driving his player to the edge 
of a war in order to rescue his family. In his 
eyes, the hero of the situation was Viktoriya 
Kuropyatnikova and her courageous escape 
from Chernihiv with her mother and two 
young boys.

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@
sfgsports.com.

(Continued from page 16)

Denmark team...

raised alert levels in anticipation of possi-
ble cyberattacks on IT systems and infra-
structure. Last week, pro-Russian hackers 
targeted the websites of several Italian 
institutions, including the Defense Ministry 
and the Senate. The attacks had reportedly 
not compromised infrastructure but hin-
dered access to several websites, including 
the National Institute of Health. Italian 
media said the pro-Kremlin group Killnet 
claimed the cyberattack. In April, Killnet 
targeted Romanian government websites, 
citing Romania’s support for Ukraine in the 
war, according to the country’s national 
cybersecurity agency. Earlier, British Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson joined a chorus of 
tributes for Ukraine victory, calling it a 

“reflection” not just of talent, but “unwaver-
ing support” for Ukraine’s “fight for free-
dom.” “Congratulations to Ukraine for win-
ning the Eurovision Song Contest 2022,” Mr. 
Johnson tweeted on May 15. “It is a clear 
reflection of not just your talent, but of the 
unwavering support for your fight for free-
dom.” Ukrainian folk-rap group Kalush 
Orchestra won in the early hours of May 15, 
followed by Britain’s Sam Ryder in second 
place. Receiving the trophy, Kalush 
Orchestra said: “Thank you for supporting 
Ukraine. This victory is for every Ukrainian. 
Slava Ukrayini!” (Glory to Ukraine!). Russia 
was excluded this year from competing 
after its February 24 invasion of Ukraine, a 
move organizers said was meant to keep 
politics out of a contest that promotes 
diversity and friendship among nations. 
(RFE/RL, with reporting by dpa, AP, 
Reuters, and AFP)

(Continued from page 15)
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Russian forces from reopening the port 
right away, however. Mr. Howard, of the 
Jamestown Foundation, said it could take 
months for Russia to get the port opera-
tional for military use.

Russia seized control of the smaller Sea 
of Azov port city of Berdyansk in March and 
is using it to supply its forces.

As for the symbolic or propaganda value 
of the end of Ukraine’s resistance at the 
steel plane, the “clock is ticking,” said Mr. 

Person.
“Putin will be able to capitalize on this 

success until Russian forces face their next 
major setback, after which Azovstal will be 
a distant memory for most Russians,” he 
said. “But for Ukrainians, the memory of 
the siege of Mariupol will serve as a rallying 
cry for generations to come.”

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/azovstal-russia-
ukraine-captured/31856565.html).

(Continued from page 19)

Russia’s...
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