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by Adrian Bryttan

KERHONKSON, N.Y. – Delegates to the 
40th Regular Convention of the Ukrainian 
National Association (UNA) met on May 
13-15 in the mountain heights of the 
Soyuzivka Heritage Center in Kerhonskon, 
N.Y., where they elected Roman Hirniak the 

next president and chief executive officer 
and six individuals to a new Corporate 
Board of Directors, as well as two of three 
members of the Audit Committee. 

The 40th Convention marked the final 
transition from procedures and traditions 

by Andrew Nynka

BOSTON – Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy was among a historic group of 
honorees to receive the 2022 John F. Ken-
ne dy Profile in Courage Award on May 22 
for “his courageous defense of democracy.”

In bestowing the award, Caroline 
Kennedy, the U.S. ambassador to Australia 
and the daughter of the late President John 
F. Kennedy, said the award has rarely been 
given to an international figure.

“In a few exceptional cases, when their 
political courage has inspired the world, 
we’ve given the Profile in Courage Award to 
an international elected official, and tonight 
is one of those times,” Ms. Kennedy said 
during an evening ceremony at the John F. 
Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum 
in which honorees were presented with the 
award, a sterling silver lantern made by 
Tiffany and Co.

by Roman Tymotsko

LVIV – Ukraine took center stage at 
this year’s annual meeting of the World 
Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland 
on May 22-26, as President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy urged world leaders to pro-
vide further support for the besieged and 
battered nation and impose “maximum” 
sanctions on the Russian Federation. 

Mr. Zelenskyy, who spoke via video 
link from Kyiv to a full house at Ukraine 
House Davos on May 23, said Western 
countries needed to do more to stop 
Russia’s full-scale war on Ukraine. He 
called for an embargo on Russian oil, the 
blocking of all of its banks and called on 
the West to cut off all trade with Moscow. 

“This is what sanctions should be: 
They should be maximum, so that Russia 
and every other potential aggressor that 
wants to wage a brutal war against its 
neighbor would clearly know the imme-
diate consequences of their actions,” Mr. 
Zelenskyy said through a translator.

In speaking with attendees of this 

year’s World Economic Forum, Mr. 
Zelenskyy addressed a variety of issues, 
among them the international response 
to Russia’s unprovoked and premeditat-
ed aggression against Ukraine and 
fatigue over the ongoing war, which has 
now passed its third month.

“If you feel tired of this topic, Ukraine 
will disappear from the front pages of 
the world and will not get what we need 
to defend ourselves,” Mr. Zelenskyy said.

Asked to respond to people who say 
that the war does not directly impact 
them, the Ukrainian president urged 
attendees to consider that the war could 
spread to other countries.

“The world is much smaller than you 
think,” Mr. Zelenskyy said.  “The pandem-
ic showed this. We did not expect this 
Russian aggression to start, and we do 
not know where it will stop, whether in 
Germany, Lithuania or somewhere else. 
For Russia, there is no notion of dis-
tance.”

UNA holds 40th Regular Convention,  
elects new president and Corporate Board of Directors

Zelenskyy awarded 2022 JFK 
Profile in Courage Award

Ukraine takes center stage at Davos as Zelenskyy urges 
world leaders to impose ‘maximum’ sanctions on Russia

Ukrainian president among historic five honorees

(Continued on page 12)

RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service

Russian forces shelled dozens of towns 
in the Donbas region of Ukraine and were 
inching closer to encircling two key cities in 
the region where thousands of civilians are 
in danger of being trapped without a way 
out, Ukraine’s military said.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelens-
kyy, meanwhile, blasted suggestions that 
Ukraine make territorial concessions to 
Russia to end the war, likening the idea to 
the West’s appeasement of Nazi Germany 
in 1938. 

Russians advance on key cities in eastern Ukraine 
as heavy shelling kills trapped civilians

(Continued on page 11)

Members of the Armed Forces of Ukraine have begun to deploy 155mm FH70 towed 
howitzer artillery guns in the east of the country. According to the Ukrainian Armed 
Forces, a crew trained on the gun can fire up to six rounds a minute, or roughly one 

shell every 10 seconds.

Armed Forces of Ukraine

(Continued on page 5)
Caroline Kennedy, the U.S. ambassador 
to Australia and the daughter of the late 

President John F. Kennedy.

Andrew Nynka

(Continued on page 9)

UNA delegates began the Ukrainian National Association’s 40th Regular Convention 
on May 13 in front of the monument to Taras Shevchenko at the Soyuzivka Heritage 
Center in Kerhonkson, N.Y., where they were greeted by UNA Second Vice President 

Eugene Serba (left) and President/Chief Executive Officer Stefan Kaczaraj.

Andrew Nynka
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Lawmakers say plenty of bipartisan support

Two members of the U.S. House of 
Representatives say bipartisan support for 
Ukraine remains strong in Congress, which 
last week passed another massive aid pack-
age for the country – $40 billion worth of 
weapons and other aid to help the country 
in its fight against Russia. Rep. Michael 
McCaul (R-Texas) said members were aware 
of the horrific circumstances caused by the 
war and when they visit countries such as 
Romania, Poland and Moldova, which have 
taken in millions of people who have fled 
the war, they always return “in a very bipar-
tisan manner.” Mr. McCaul, top Republican 
on the House Foreign Affairs Committee, 
and Rep. Gregory Meeks (D-N.Y.), the com-
mittee’s chairman, spoke in an interview on 
May 25 at RFE/RL’s headquarters in Prague. 
The visit followed passage of the $40 billion 
bill to send military, economic and food aid 
to Ukraine that President Joe Biden signed 
into law last week. It came two months after 
the passage of a $13.6 billion aid bill for 
Ukraine and passed the House overwhelm-
ingly by a vote of 368-57. But all no votes 
came from Republicans, fueling warnings 
about isolationist tendencies in the current 
election year. Mr. McCaul denied that the 
vote revealed any fractures in the biparti-
sanship that Congress has shown for 
Ukraine. Some members had concerns 
about the size of the package, whose origi-
nal price tag was $33 billion, he said. Others 
objected to the short amount of time they 
had to read it before voting. “I think most of 
the no’s on that bill were based on process 
and not substance,” Mr. McCaul said. “So, 
there’s still very, very strong bipartisan sup-
port for Ukraine against the horrors of what 
Mr. Putin is doing.” Mr. McCaul said the peo-
ple of Ukraine can rely on the U.S. Congress 
and even after the midterm elections in 
November there will still be enough votes 
among Democrats and Republicans to reach 
a majority. “I think Ukraine’s earned that,” 
he said, adding that by many accounts 
Ukraine is “actually winning this war 
against what we though was a major world 
power.” Mr. Meeks said the $40 billion aid 
bill was passed to ensure that Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy and the 
people of Ukraine have the military protec-

tion they need to save their country. He said 
the United States was now working “in a 
fashion that is unprecedented” to move 
weapons as quickly as possible and coordi-
nating closely with allies to ship the equip-
ment that the Ukrainians have requested. 
He noted that the package included 
between $4 billion and $5 billion for 
humanitarian concerns. Both lawmakers 
expressed concern about Ukrainian ports 
being blockaded by Russian forces. Mr. 
Meeks said the situation was discussed dur-
ing the congressmen’s visit to Moldova, 
which is concerned about the situation 
along with other countries of the world. 
“We’re talking about the possibility of star-
vation in various other parts of the world, 
particularly on the continent of Africa and 
other underdeveloped areas,” Mr. Meeks 
said. “We’re talking about the inclusion of 
inflation all over the world, the cost of food 
and bread.” He said that’s why it’s important 
to give Ukraine what it needs to help it open 
those ports as the United States approaches 
problems caused by the war not thinking 
solely about itself but “the entirety of an 
interconnected world.” (RFE/RL)

Putin signs decree on citizenship

President Vladimir Putin has signed a 
decree allowing residents of two Ukrainian 
regions, Kherson and Zaporizhia, parts of 
which have been occupied by Russian forc-
es during Moscow’s unprovoked invasion 
of Ukraine, to obtain Russian citizenship. 
The decree, signed on May 25, states that 
residents of the two regions can receive 
Russian passports through a simplified 
procedure that was introduced in 2019 for 
residents of parts of Ukraine’s Donetsk and 
Luhansk regions that were controlled by 
Moscow-backed separatists. After Russia 
launched its invasion of Ukraine on 
February 24, its forces managed to take a 
huge part of the Kherson region, including 
the region’s capital, Kherson, and about half 
of the Zaporizhia region, with the regional 
capital, Zaporizhia, remaining under 
Ukrainian control. Putin and other Russian 
officials have insisted that the invasion’s 
goal was not to occupy Ukraine. Russian-
imposed authorities in Crimea, the Black 

(Continued on page 14)

 NEWS ANALYSIS

by Pavel K. Baev
Eurasia Daily Monitor

In the seemingly deadlocked but, in fact, 
fast-evolving war in Ukraine, two impactful 
events coincided in mid-May, altering the 
course of the battles and political stand-off. 
The first one was the end of the months-
long resistance of Mariupol, as the last 
defenders of the city’s Azovstal steel plant 
emerged from their underground fortress. 
The second one was the United States 
Senate’s approval of the emergency aid 
package to Ukraine amounting to the colos-
sal sum of $40 billion. These developments 
might appear to drive the war in different 
directions, promoting, respectively, its fast 
conclusion or continuing transformation. 
Yet in reality, when taken together, they sig-
nify a new boost to the already-high resolve 
of the Ukrainian state and society to defeat 
Russia’s aggression, along with a fresh 
surge in Western support for this cause. 
Presumably nobody wants the war to drag 
on for years. But since Russian ambitions 
and Ukrainian patriotism remain incompat-
ible, diplomats have a slim chance to invent 
a compromise, and it is up to the soldiers to 
break the deadlock (Rosbalt, May 19).

Moscow is trying to present the capture 
of Azovstal as a major victory: Defense 
Minister Sergei Shoigu announced Russia’s 

successful end of the siege and the surren-
der of 2,439 enemy fighters (Izvestia, May 
21). This triumphalism rings hollow, how-
ever, as it is impossible to deny the valor 
and determination of the defenders, who 
fought for 86 days encircled by overwhelm-
ing forces and only ended their resistance 
on the order from Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy (Meduza, May 19). 
Their fighting tied down a large grouping of 
Russian forces in bloody urban combat, 
buying time for the Ukrainian army to 
regroup after the battle for Kyiv, push the 
enemy eastwards from the outskirts of 
Kharkiv to the state border and concen-
trate Ukrainian resources on the struggle 
for the Donbas (Svoboda.org, May 20). In 
the grueling battles over the regional cities 
of Izyum and Severodonetsk, Russian com-
mand relies primarily on superiority in 
firepower, as its battalions are increasingly 
undermanned. However, the arrival of vari-
ous Western long-range artillery systems 
with high-precision munitions changes the 
calculus, giving Ukrainian commanders the 
initiative to choose the place for a next 
counterattack (Nezavisimoe Voennoe 
Obozrenie, May 19).

The expansion of U.S. military aid 
enables Ukraine to build up its offensive 

by Pavel Luzin
Eurasia Daily Monitor

It is now three months into Russia’s full-
scale war of aggression against Ukraine, 
and the role of Russian military reconnais-
sance and communications satellites 
remains noticeably underdeveloped. 
Although Moscow has 102 military satel-
lites in orbit, the efficiency of its battlefield 
reconnaissance, surveillance, targeting and 
command-and-control systems still seems 
to be lower than one would have expected 
for a country with a space program and 
military-industrial complex ostensibly as 
advanced as Russia’s. Its forces have been 
unable to destroy Ukraine’s military infra-
structure or eliminate Ukrainian aviation 
and air/missile-defense systems. When it 
comes to inadequate reconnaissance and 
targeting, Russian troubles apparently 
hinge on a shortage of open optical and 
synthetic aperture radar satellites. 
Whereas, its deficient command, control 
and communications (C3) systems are the 
result of having too few satellite communi-
cation channels and terminals.

Only two Russian military satellites – 
Persona number 2 (Cosmos 2486), 
launched in 2013, and Persona number 3 
(Cosmos 2506) put into orbit two years 
later – are optical intelligence spacecrafts; 
they follow sun-synchronous orbits 700 
kilometers above the surface of the Earth. 
Three Russian Bars-M satellites also travel 
along sun-synchronous orbits but below 
600 kilometers: Cosmos 2503 (launched in 
2015), Cosmos 2515 (2016) and Cosmos 
2556 (2022). The Bars-Ms mostly carry out 
topography and mapping missions 
(Rossiyskaya Gazeta, February 1). The first 
experimental, next-generation optical-intel-
ligence satellite, designed to replace the 

Persona assets, was the EMKA number 1 
(Cosmos 2525) (Kommersant, July 28, 
2016). It was launched in 2018 but burned 
up in the atmosphere in April 2021. Another 
two satellites of this new generation, 
Cosmos 2551 and Cosmos 2555, were lost 
during failed launch attempts in September 
2021 and April 2022, respectively.

The Russian armed forces likely also rely 
on five Kanopus-V civilian optical imaging 
satellites, which use electronics and soft-
ware produced in the United Kingdom (RIA 
Novosti, February 26, 2020; TASS, February 
24, 2016). However, each of them can only 
cover the same territory (revisit rate) once 
every 15 days (Cyberleninka.ru, 2016), and 
the low resolution allows imaging of mostly 
massive stationary objects (Innoter.com, 
2022). Another civil constellation of optical 
imaging satellites involves a single Resurs-P 
satellite (Lenta, January 19) with a revisit 
rate of three to six days (Karta.yanao.ru, 
2015; Innoter, 2022). These space assets 
would permit Moscow to plan bombing 
runs and monitor damage to Ukrainian cit-
ies and towns, while the Resurs-P enables 
little more than analysis of permanent, non-
camouflaged military installations.

The Russian Armed Forces possess only 
one satellite, named Kondor (Cosmos 2487 
of 2013), equipped with a radar locator. 
However, the deployment of newer-genera-
tion Kondor satellites, Kondor-FKA, 
equipped with synthetic aperture radars, 
was postponed until 2022-2025 (Ikiweb.ru, 
2017; RIA Novosti, March 27, 2021). The 
specifications and efficiency of this new 
spacecraft is unknown, but it is doubtful it 
could significantly contribute to Russia’s 
military campaign in Ukraine.

Russia additionally operates a satellite 

Will closure at Azovstal steel  
Ukraine’s resolve to keep fighting?

Russia’s space satellite problems 
and the war in Ukraine
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Moscow throws massive resources into offensive

RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service

Russia has continued to pour forces and equipment into 
its all-out offensive in eastern Ukraine, where it seeks to 
encircle Ukrainian troops in two cities, as Kyiv warns that 
the country is facing an existential battle that could deter-
mine its fate.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelens kyy said the situ-
ation in the Donbas was “extremely difficult” as Russia 
steps up its assault.

Russian forces were advancing from three directions to 
encircle the easternmost sector of the Ukrainian-held 
Donbas pocket, with focus on the twin cities of 
Severodonetsk and Lysychansk, located on the eastern and 
western banks of the Siverskiy Donets River.

The fall of the two cities would leave the whole of the 

Luhansk region under Russian control, one of the Kremlin’s 
goals in its war.

Fighting has reached the outskirts of Severodonetsk, 
Serhiy Hayday, governor of the Luhansk region, said earlier 
on May 25.

“Russian troops have advanced far enough that they can 
already fire mortars” on the city, he said in a statement on 
social media.

Police in Lysychansk are collecting bodies of people 
killed to bury them in mass graves, Mr. Hayday said. Some 
150 people have been buried in a mass grave in one 
Lysychansk district, he added.

Oleksiy Arestovych, an adviser to Mr. Zelenskyy, said 
Russia’s “army is having some tactical success, which is 
threatening to become an operational success in the direc-
tion of Lysychansk and Severodo netsk.”

Severodonetsk and Bakhmut, a town to the southeast, 
were in danger of being encircled, Mr. Arestovych said. It’s 
possible that settlements “will be abandoned,” he said. “It’s 
possible we will have heavy losses.”

Ukrainian Defense Ministry spokesman Oleksandr 

Ukraine grain exports under strain

A graphic shows the top 50 companies by revenue that 
are still conducting business in Russia as of May 19.

Ukraine Crisis Media Center

Russia overtook Iran as the world’s most sanctioned country after its unprovoked invasion of Ukraine sparked 
widespread international condemnation.

Castellum.ai via RFE/RL

(Continued on page 5)

Ukraine again rules out concessions as Polish president arrives to offer support
RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service

Ukraine continued to rule out any “con-
cessions” to Russia despite the intensive 
onslaught by Kremlin forces and as Polish 
President Andrzej Duda, in a surprise visit, 
urged Kyiv not to give in to the demands of 
Russian President Vladimir Putin.

“The war must end with the complete 
restoration of Ukraine’s territorial integrity 
and sovereignty,” Ukrainian presidential 
chief of staff Andriy Yermak said in a 
Twitter post on May 22.

“That is, our victory. Our common victo-
ry with the civilized world. After all, today 
[Ukraine] is defending not only itself,” he 
said, adding that it was defending all of 
Europe.

Mr. Yermak’s tweet, consistent with pre-
vious Ukrainian remarks, came as Mr. Duda 

became the first foreign head of state to 
address Ukraine’s parliament since Russia 
invaded Ukraine on February 24 as he 
sought to bolster resolve and offer support 
for the country’s European Union hopes.

In his speech to the Verkhovna Rada, Mr. 
Duda said that “worrying voices have 
appeared, saying that Ukraine should give 
in to Putin’s demands. Only Ukraine has the 
right to decide about its future.”

He added that surrendering any 
Ukrainian territory would be a blow to the 
entire West and repeated Poland’s firm 
support for Ukraine’s membership in the 
European Union.

Shortly after his address, and another 
one by Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy before parliament, air-raid 
sirens were heard across the capital, a sign 
that dangers remain there, although the 

front lines have shift to the east and south 
of Kyiv.

In April, Mr. Duda visited Kyiv for talks 
with Mr. Zelenskyy as part of a delegation 
with the presidents of Lithuania, Latvia and 
Estonia.

During this trip, Mr. Duda offered strong 
support for Ukraine’s bid to join the EU, 
despite reluctance to move quickly by some 
major powers, including France and 
Germany.

Mr. Duda said those who “shed their 
blood” in the fight to belong to Europe 
must be respected – “even if the situation is 
complicated, even if there are doubts.”

“I have no doubt that the European 
Union will make such a gesture,” he said.

He pointed to a European Council deci-

sion on Kyiv’s candidate status set for June 
24, saying it would be “extremely impor-
tant, above all psychologically and politi-
cally.”

Mr. Zelenskyy on May 21 rejected a sug-
gestion by French President Emmanuel 
Macron that Ukraine be invited to join 
some form of “associated” political commu-
nity with the EU.

“We don’t need such compromises,” Mr. 
Zelenskyy said in Kyiv during a joint press 
conference with visiting Portuguese Prime 
Minister Antonio Costa. “Because, believe 
me, it will not be a compromise with 
Ukraine in Europe. It will be another com-
promise between Europe and Russia.”

Polish President Andrzej Duda (center, in blue suit jacket) became the first foreign 
head of state to address Ukraine’s parliament since Russia invaded Ukraine on 
February 24. During his visit to Kyiv, the Polish president sought to bolster Ukraine’s 

resolve and offer support for the country’s European Union hopes.

Office of the President of Ukraine

Polish President Andrzej Duda (left), in a surprise visit to Kyiv, met with Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy and urged Ukraine not to give in to the demands of 

Russian President Vladimir Putin. (Continued on page 15)
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Historian Adam Michnik: Putin’s invasion of Ukraine will end like Brezhnev’s Afghan War
by Vadim Dubnov

RFE/RL

Vladimir Putin “has driven Russia into a trap” by invad-
ing Ukraine, the former Polish dissident Adam Michnik has 
said, predicting ultimate defeat for the Russian leader and 
a chance for much-needed liberal reforms afterward.

“In Russia, changes took place after wars were lost – 
after the Finnish war, the Japanese war, the Afghan war and 
now Ukraine,” Mr. Michnik recently told RFE/RL’s Echo of 
the Caucasus in an interview.

Mr. Michnik, a leading intellectual of the Cold War era 
and longtime critic of Russian domination of Eastern 
Europe, is now, at age 75, the editor-in-chief of the liberal 
Polish newspaper Gazeta Wyborcza.

In a column for the paper, Mr. Michnik placed the strug-
gle of Ukrainians as just the latest chapter in the historical 
repression by the Soviet Union and Russia.

“We must say it loud and clear,” he wrote. “We are all 
Ukrainians now.”

In his interview with RFE/RL, Mr. Michnik said Putin 
was likely deluded into thinking events during his latest 
invasion of Ukraine would largely mirror those in Crimea 
in February 2014, when Russian soldiers without insignia 
on their green uniforms seized control of Ukraine’s Black 
Sea peninsula.

“His hope was that there would be a repeat of what hap-
pened in Crimea. The enthusiasm, as there was during 
Crimea, did not occur,” Mr. Michnik explained.

A month after illegally annexing Crimea in March 2014, 

Putin sent arms, funds and other aid to separatists in 
southeastern Ukraine, sparking a conflict that has left at 
least 13,200 dead.

In his calculus to go to war, Putin was driven by a belief – 
held by many Russians – that Ukrainians aren’t a separate 
people, said Mr. Michnik.

“He thinks, as probably some of our common Russian 
friends do, that Ukraine is not Ukrainians; they are little 

Russians, one nation. This is a big mistake, not only for 
Putin but also for many absolutely honest and intelligent 
people in Russia,” he said.

Exiled Russian billionaire Mikhail Khodorkovsky recent-
ly told CNN that Putin became “literally insane” when his 
invasion of Ukraine wasn’t met with a friendly reception 
from its citizens.

Putin also got the West’s response wrong, Mr. Michnik 
said, hoping what many have criticized as the hasty retreat 
from Afghanistan by the United States and its NATO allies 
was a sign of cracks among the allies.

“[Putin] thought the United States was dead after Kabul, 
that [Joe] Biden didn’t have a [Donald] Trump illusion, that 
Mr. Biden didn’t think like Mr. Trump did, that Putin was a 
benevolent genius. Mr. Biden is a calm, normal person who 
knows that [Putin] is a bandit, how to behave with a ban-
dit,” said Mr. Michnik.

Putin also likely brushed off the capabilities of the 
Ukrainians, Mr. Michnik said, admitting he was himself 
among the initial skeptics.

“[Putin] did not think that there would be such a heroic 
response from the Ukrainian Army and Ukrainian society,” 
he said. “It’s fantastic. No one thought it would happen, and 
I didn’t think it would either. The Ukrainians told me that 
this would happen, but I did not believe them.”

Ukraine has estimated as of April 13 that 19,800 
Russian soldiers have died since the beginning of the war, 
citing its own recovery of bodies and intercepted Russian 

Adam Michnik is a Polish historian and editor in chief 
of Gazeta Wyborcza. “We must say it loud and clear,” 

he said. “We are all Ukrainians now.”

Courtesy of Adam Michnik via RFE/RL

Interview: Can Russian forces encircle Ukraine’s east?
by Reid Standish

RFE/RL

Russian troops are in the midst of an attack on two cit-
ies straddling a river in eastern Ukraine that is designed to 
encircle Ukrainian forces in what could be a decisive battle 
for Moscow’s military campaign in the country.

The city of Severodonetsk – which sits on the eastern-
most part of Ukrainian-held territory in the Donbas – and 
its twin Lysychansk, which lies across the Siverskyi Donets 
River, are at the heart of a pivotal assault that has Russian 
forces advancing from three directions as they try to encir-
cle Ukrainian troops on the eastern front.

The effort to trap Ukrainian forces could have major 
repercussions for the current phase of the war and could 
determine the success or failure of Moscow’s revised plans 
of seizing full-control of the Donetsk and Luhansk provinc-
es. The Russian troops continue to make small advances 
but are yet to break through, with Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy warning of difficult weeks ahead.

The intense fighting in the Donbas comes after more 
than three months of war that many experts and Western 
officials originally predicted would see Russia win within 
days or weeks.

Moscow has achieved only limited gains in a war where 

it is reported to have suffered heavy military losses since 
first invading Ukraine on February 24. Ukraine has also 
sustained major combat casualties and many of its cities 
have been reduced to rubble, with thousands of citizens 
killed and wounded.

To find out more about the changing battlefield, RFE/RL 
spoke with Mark Cancian, a retired U.S. Marine colonel and 
senior adviser at Washington’s Center for Strategic and 
International Studies.

RFE/RL: Russia has stepped up its attacks in the east 
and poured more forces and equipment into the campaign, 
especially around Severodonetsk and Lysychansk, where it 
is trying to encircle Ukrainian forces. What do you make of 
these developments and does this show that Russia has 
some momentum on its side in the Donbas?

Mark Cancian: It’s important to put this in perspective. 
This is [essentially] the third step in the Russian war aims 
and the reduction of those war aims. In the very beginning, 
they were trying to capture Kyiv and take control over the 
entire country, which, of course, failed. In their second 
effort, they moved their forces east and they tried to bite 
off most of the eastern Donbas region. They tried to strike 
south from Izyum and then move north from Mariupol, but 
that failed, too.

The Russians have not made any significant progress in 
two or three weeks. Mariupol held out much longer than 
anyone expected, and it took a long time for the Russians 
to get those forces [from Mariupol] freed up, and they also 
took a lot of casualties.

So that southern prong Russia had planned for never 
really materialized. Now, the focus is on Severodonetsk, 
which is a much smaller pocket. The Russians are [push-
ing] to surround the city – they made an attack from the 
north and tried to cross a river [but] did it very badly and 
lost a lot of troops and equipment in the process.

But they’re still trying to pinch off that area. That city 
would give them a great deal of control over most of 
Luhansk Province. That may be their last ambition in this 
war because they’ve [taken] a lot of casualties. [Russian 
forces] are clearly running out of steam and their morale 
has always been shaky. I doubt that they have the combat 
power to do much more than that.

RFE/RL: Many analysts have suggested that it appears 
that Russian forces have abandoned efforts to encircle the 
large Ukrainian formations in eastern Ukraine and are 
instead attempting to secure smaller encirclements of 
Ukrainian troops in the Donbas. Are there downsides and 

(Continued on page 7)

(Continued on page 6)
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Motuzyanyk said on May 24 that battles 
being fought in eastern Ukraine could 
determine its future.

“Now we are observing the most active 
phase of the full-scale aggression which 
Russia unfolded against our country,” Mr. 
Motuzyanyk told a televised briefing. “The 
situation on the [eastern] front is extremely 
difficult, because the fate of this country is 
perhaps being decided [there] right now.”

The Russian Defense Ministry said on 
May 25 that it had finished demining the 
port of Mariupol and that foreign ships 
stuck there will be able to leave. Ministry 
spokesman Igor Konashenkov told a press 
briefing that the port had started “to func-
tion normally.”

The United Nations has urged Russian 
authorities to release grain stuck in Ukrainian 
ports to avert global food shortages.

Meanwhile, British intelligence warned 
that Russia’s blockade of Ukraine’s key port 
of Odesa has caused grain supply shortfalls 
that cannot be compensated by overland 
exports.

The British Defense Ministry assessed in 

its daily bulletin on May 25 that, as long as 
the threat of Russia’s naval blockade keeps 
deterring access by commercial shipping to 
Ukrainian ports, “the resulting supply 
shortfalls will further increase the price of 
many staple products.”

On May 24, European Commission chief 
Ursula von der Leyen called for talks with 
Moscow on unlocking wheat exports 
trapped in Ukraine as a result of Russia’s 
sea blockade.

“Russian warships in the Black Sea are 
blockading Ukrainian ships full of wheat 
and sunflower seeds,” Ms. von der Leyen 
told the World Economic Forum in Davos, 
Switzerland, on May 24.

Russia is using food supplies as a weap-
on with global repercussions, just like it 
does in the energy sector, Ms. von der 
Leyen said.

The war and Western sanctions against 
Russia have sent the price of grain, cooking 
oil, fertilizer and energy soaring.

Many countries, including some of the 
world’s poorest, count on Russia and 
Ukraine, which together account for nearly 
one-third of the global wheat supply, for 
more than half of their wheat imports.

The Russian State Duma on May 25 
approved a bill that would raise the upper 

age limit for military personnel serving in 
the Russian army on a contractual basis.

Mr. Zelenskyy said in his nightly address 
that the move showed that the Russians 
“no longer have enough young people” to 
fight the war as he again appealed for 
weapons.

“We still need the help of partners, espe-
cially weapons for Ukraine. Full help! No 
exceptions, no restrictions, enough to win,” 
the president said.

Ukrainian Foreign Affairs Minister 
Dmytro Kuleba on May 25 urged govern-
ments and companies to “kill Russian 
exports” as a way to help push Moscow to 
end its war against Ukraine.

“My message is very simple. Kill Russian 
exports,” Mr. Kuleba said at the World 
Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, on 
May 25.

“Stop buying from Russia. Stop allowing 
them to make money which they can invest 
in the war machine that destroys, kills, 
rapes and tortures people in Ukraine.”

Dozens of major international compa-
nies from a broad range of sectors have 
exited Russia since it launched its full-scale 
war against Ukraine on February 24, while 
the European Union, the United States and 
many Western allies have adopted harsh 

sanctions against Moscow, senior state offi-
cials, President Vladimir Putin and the bil-
lionaires seen close to him.

But Mr. Kuleba said more must be done 
given the impact of the war on Ukraine is 
still far greater than the West’s moves 
against Russia.

Ukraine’s economy is “suffering more 
from the Russian destruction and attacks 
than the Russian economy suffers from 
sanctions,” he said.

“As long as Russia makes money on sell-
ing oil and gas, their pockets are pretty full,” 
he added.

The European Union is currently work-
ing on a proposal to ban the import of 
Russian oil and gas across the 27-nation 
bloc, but several countries, especially 
Hungary, have said they will need help 
through aid and a phase-in period if they 
are to sign on to the measure.

(With reporting by Reuters, AP, AFP, dpa, 
CNN, and the BBC)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-russia-
grain-donbas-offensive/31866698.html).

Mr. Zelenskyy also called on all foreign 
companies to stop doing business in Russia, 
as doing so provides Moscow with addi-
tional money to fund its war on Ukraine, 
which began in 2014 with it invaded the 
eastern regions of Luhansk and Donetsk 
and illegally annexed the Crimean 
Peninsula.

If Ukraine had “received 100 percent of 
our needs at once, back in February, the 
result would be tens of thousands of lives 
saved,” said Mr. Zelenskyy, adding that Kyiv 
still needs at least $5 billion per month.

“The amount of work is enormous: we 
have more than half a trillion dollars in 
losses, tens of thousands of facilities were 
destroyed. We need to rebuild entire cities 
and industries,” said Mr. Zelenskyy, who 
received a standing ovation following his 
address.

Ukraine House Davos, located at Prome-
nade 63 in the heart of Davos, Switzerland, 
was a hive of activity for the fourth consec-
utive year.

While Mr. Zelenskyy attended virtually 
via video, the center hosted a range of 
Ukrainian and Western officials and celeb-
rities, among them Polish President 
Andrzej Duda, actor Liev Schreiber, histori-
an Timothy Snyder and Ukrainian World 
Congress President Paul Grod.

The town of Davos provided a venue and 
services to Ukraine House at no charge as a 
sign of solidarity with the Ukrainian people.

Alexa Chopivsky, executive director of 
Ukraine House Davos, highlighted the 
importance of this year’s event.

“Ukraine entered 2022 as a peaceful, 
democratic, freedom-loving European coun-
try with a 1,500-year history. The country’s 
peace and promise were shattered on 
February 24 when Russia launched a full-
scale invasion of Ukraine. This year’s Ukraine 
House will amplify the country’s voice on 
this global stage at this defining moment, 
hosting a critical and timely dialogue aimed 
at further unifying and informing the 
response of the international community,” 
Ms. Chopivsky said before the event.

“Ukraine House Davos aims to unify and 
inform the global community’s response to 
Russia’s war on Ukraine. It hosts dialogue 
on security, sanctions, humanitarian aid, 
rebuilding and revitalizing Ukraine, and 
more,” Ukraine House writes on its website.

Calls for more support for Ukraine also 

came from the leaders of the World 
Economic Forum (WEF). 

Børge Brende, president of the WEF, 
called for a Marshall Plan to rebuild 
Ukraine.

“We already have to work on reconstruc-
tion at least in the territories under 
Ukraine’s control,” Mr. Brende said in an 
interview with the German daily newspa-
per Süddeutsche Zeitung, referring to the 
country’s largely destroyed infrastructure. 
Ukraine will need to rebuild large portions 
of its electricity grid, schools, roads, bridg-
es, hospitals and more.

While the Forum’s organizers decided 
not to invite representatives from Russia to 
Davos this year, the building typically used 
by Russia on the Promenade was not 
empty. Organizers transformed Russian 
House into Russian War Crimes House, 
which housed an exhibit focused on the 
stories of Ukrainian war victims. It included 
thousands of photographs showing the 
massive scale of Russia’s unprovoked war 
on Ukraine.

However, one prominent Davos partici-
pant made waves for suggesting that 
Ukraine cede territory in order to make 
peace with Moscow.

Henry Kissinger, the 98-year-old former 
U.S. secretary of state, told Davos partici-
pants that Ukraine should seek peace with 
Russia for the sake of long-term stability in 
Europe.

“Negotiations need to begin in the next 
two months before it creates upheavals and 
tensions that will not be easily overcome,” 

he said.
“Ideally, the dividing line should be a 

return to the status quo ante,” Mr. Kissinger 
said in an apparent reference to the resto-
ration of Ukraine’s borders as they were 
after Moscow invaded Ukraine in 2014. 
“Pursuing the war beyond that point would 
not be about the freedom of Ukraine, but a 
new war against Russia itself.”

Mr. Kissinger’s remarks were widely 
criticized both by Western and Ukrainian 
officials.

“It’s a pity that the former U.S. secretary 
of state believes that giving up on part of 
the sovereign territory is a way for peace 
for any country,” Inna Sovsun, a member of 
the Ukrainian parliament, wrote on Twitter.

Yet perhaps the harshest response to Mr. 
Kissinger’s remarks came from Mr. 
Zelenskyy.

“No matter what the Russian state does, 
there is always someone who says, ‘Let’s 
consider its interests.’ This year in Davos, it 
was heard again, despite thousands of 
Russian missiles hitting Ukraine, despite 
tens of thousands of Ukrainians killed, 
despite Bucha and Mariupol, etc., despite 
the destroyed cities and despite the filtra-
tion camps built by the Russian state in 
which they kill, torture, rape and humiliate 
like on a conveyor belt. Russia has done all 
of this in Europe. But still, in Davos, for 
example, Mr. Kissinger emerges from the 
deep past and says that a piece of Ukraine 
should be given to Russia, so that there is 
no alienation of Russia from Europe,” Mr. 
Zelenskyy said in his daily video address 

on May 25.
Ukraine was also represented at Davos 

by a delegation of young professionals, 
many of whom are part of the WEF’s com-
munity for young leaders called Global 
Shapers.

One of those participants, Natalia 
Iskovych, curator of Lviv Hub, said she was 
moved by Mr. Zelenskyy’s remarks.

“The presidential address of Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy was among the most touching 
and impactful speeches at this annual 
meeting. The president asked every dele-
gate to ask themselves what they’ve done 
for Ukraine. I’ve already seen how those 
words inspired leaders to strengthen their 
support and spearhead new initiatives to 
support our country,” Ms. Iskovych told The 
Weekly, adding that Ukraine was at the cen-
ter of discussions in almost all of the panels 
she attended.

“Some directly covered Russian aggres-
sion, and others mentioned the war’s indi-
rect consequences, such as the upcoming 
food and energy crises,” Ms. Iskovych said. 

“This year witnessed the largest number 
of delegates Ukraine has ever had at the 
WEF annual meeting in Davos. The voice of 
our country resonated as it never had 
before. The world is conscious that the fight 
for Ukraine’s sovereignty is a fight for the 
very values that the WEF has defended for 
decades,” she said.

With the Russian delegation banned 
from this year’s forum, the Ukrainian dele-
gation increased in size and included 10 
members of the Global Shapers community, 
among them Max Semenchuk.

“Each of us has different expertise – digi-
tal, medical, trade. Since the start of the 
war, we have worked together closely on 
supportukrainenow.org, which started as 
an information resource for our foreign 
friends who wanted to help but didn’t 
know how. We’ve outlined all the funding 
campaigns, petitions and volunteer oppor-
tunities. Now the site gets over 1 million 
views and has been supported by various 
Ukrainian governmental bodies,” Mr. 
Semenchuk said. 

The team behind the supportukraine-
now.org project is looking to do more to 
publicize the site and attract partners inter-
ested in local, on-the-ground connections 
with trusted partners.

“Local volunteers are usually much fast-
er and more effective than big programs, 
and we welcome everybody to support this 
ecosystem with any resource available,” Mr. 
Semenchuk said.

(Continued from page 1)

Ukraine takes...

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy speaks via video conference at Ukraine 
House Davos during the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, on May 23.

Ukraine House Davos

(Continued from page 3)

Moscow throws...
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The New York Times decided to publish an editorial on May 19 titled “The War in 
Ukraine Is Getting Complicated, and America Isn’t Ready” in which it argued, essen-
tially, that Ukrainians should not set for themselves a goal of regaining all of the ter-
ritory it lost after Russia’s invasion in 2014.

“Ukraine deserves support against Russia’s unprovoked aggression, and the 
United States must lead its NATO allies in demonstrating to Vladimir Putin that the 
Atlantic alliance is willing and able to resist his revanchist ambitions,” The Times’ 
editorial board wrote. “That goal cannot shift, but in the end, it is still not in 
America’s best interest to plunge into an all-out war with Russia, even if a negotiated 
peace may require Ukraine to make some hard decisions.”

It went on to say that, “It is tempting to see Ukraine’s stunning successes against 
Russia’s aggression as a sign that with sufficient American and European help, 
Ukraine is close to pushing Russia back to its positions before the invasion. But that is 
a dangerous assumption. A decisive military victory for Ukraine over Russia, in which 
Ukraine regains all the territory Russia has seized since 2014, is not a realistic goal.”

The Kyiv Independent rightly took issue with the core argument being expressed 
by The Times’ editorial board.  And so do we.

“A veiled manifesto of appeasement from a newspaper known for its stellar cover-
age of Russia’s horrific invasion has disappointed many,” The Kyiv Independent’s 
editorial wrote. “In short, the editorial attempts to pass off appeasement and betray-
al of the free world’s values as pragmatic reasoning.”

“Dark times have always shed light on those willing to compromise their values to 
preserve their daily comforts,” The Independent wrote. “Neither a French president, 
a German intellectual, nor an award-winning American newspaper are exempt from 
being wrong.”

Ouch, that’s got to sting.  But if it didn’t, here’s another from The Independent:
“Ukrainian society will never agree to any concessions. Those who don’t under-

stand this simple fact don’t understand Ukraine at all, and perhaps shouldn’t share 
their uneducated speculations in one of the world’s leading media publications.”

The New York Times concluded its editorial by saying that, “America’s support for 
Ukraine is a test of its place in the world in the 21st century, and Mr. Biden has an 
opportunity and an obligation to help define what that will be.”  Well, they got that 
part right.  It is most certainly a test. It is a test is whether the leaders of the free 
world will allow despots, tyrants and dictators around the globe to draw the only 
conclusion we can see from the reasoning behind The Times’ editorial: grab what 
land you can because, in the end, the Western world simply doesn’t have the means 
or the backbone to stop you.

We believe instead that a clear, unmistakable and resounding message must be 
delivered to the Kremlin autocrat: millions of proud, courageous, freedom-loving 
Ukrainians will restore their country to every inch of the border as it existed before 
2014 to validate that tyranny will never triumph over freedom. Or, as The Independent 
put it, “Ukraine is fighting this war on behalf of the free world – to make sure it remains 
free. The free world must at least try to match the Ukrainians’ bravery.”

The Ukrainian Weekly

Thirty years ago, on June 1, 1992, Ukraine’s parliament and 
the parliament of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea issued a 
joint statement that described Crimea as “an integral part of 
Ukraine,” which reserves the right to a special economic status 
and to “enter independently into social, economic and cultural 
relations with other states.” The statement also called for politi-

cal restraint and condemned the “efforts to use anti-constitutional methods of resolving 
problems and to artificially whip up passions.”

Russia’s parliament claimed on May 21 that the transfer of Crimea to Ukraine was ille-
gal, but Ukraine’s parliament issued a response on June 2 that the Russian parliament’s 
decision in 1992 had “no legal significance and legal consequences for Ukraine.”

On May 23, the Verkhovna Rada stated: “Ukraine considers the aforementioned enact-
ment by the Russian Federation’s Supreme Soviet as a step in conflict with the rules and 
principles of contemporary international law and fraught with dangerous and unpredict-
able consequences. It has been aimed at compromising such fundamental principles of the 
Helsinki Final Act as territorial integrity of states and inviolability of borders.

“This unilateral attempt to question, via legislation, the legitimacy of borders existing 
between two sovereign states, members of the United Nations and Participant-States, in 
the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe as well as failure to comply with its 
obligations including those under treaty between the Ukrainian SSR [Soviet Socialist 
Republic] and the RSFSR [Russian Soviet Federative Socialist Republic] of November 19, 
1990, and the agreement concerning the creation of the Commonwealth of Independent 
States of December 8, 1991, may disrupt stability on the continent. The Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs of Ukraine again draws attention to the indisputable fact that the issue of 
the Crimean region’s transfer from the RSFSR to the Ukrainian SSR was decided in accor-
dance with laws effective at that time, including the constitutions of the USSR [Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics], the RSFSR and the Ukrainian SSR.”

The Verkhovna Rada also adopted a resolution that rejected the idea of negotiating 
with Moscow on Crimea’s status because it argued that the peninsula was an integral part 
of Ukraine.

As Moscow inflamed tensions over Crimea, Russia continued its military occupation of 
Moldova’s Trandniestria region. There were reportedly 600,000 Ukrainians living in 
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Turning the pages back...
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Fighting on behalf  
of the free world

communications. Russia has called the 
Ukrainian numbers inflated and only twice 
announced its own figures, a fraction of 
those tabulated by Kyiv.

Dmitry Peskov, the Kremlin spokesper-
son, said on April 7 that the country had 
“significant losses of troops and it’s a huge 
tragedy for us” during an interview on Sky 
News, a rare official admission of the scale 
of the Russian losses.

What support Putin has among average 
Russians is difficult to gauge, said Mr. 
Michnik, amid worsening repression and 
the muzzling of any opposition media.

Ordinary Russians can face up to 15 
years in prison for questioning or contra-
dicting the Kremlin’s war narrative, with 
thousands detained so far by police 
nationwide for speaking out.

“I don’t believe Russians are 100 percent 
supportive of Putin; 200,000 Russians have 
gone abroad. In 1968, during the interven-
tion in Czechoslovakia, seven people took to 
Red Square in Moscow. Today, 8,000 have 
already been arrested for taking to the 
streets with the slogan, ‘No To War,’” said Mr. 
Michnik, referring to estimates of how many 
Russians have left the country since the 
Russian invasion started on February 24.

Russia has adopted many Soviet tactics 
in defining those opposed to them, Mr. 
Michnik explained, with Ukrainians dehu-
manized as “just Nazis, fascists,” in a never-
ending barrage on state-run media.

“Even during the time of the Bolsheviks, 
the war with the Poles was not a war with 
the Poles – no, they were the white Poles,” 
Mr. Michnik said, noting the term used by 
the Bolsheviks and later the Soviet authori-
ties to designate “enemies” of its commu-
nist rule.

“When there was a winter war with 
Finland, they were white Finns. Now, not 

Ukrainians, but fascists, Nazis. ... But if they 
tell you so in the morning, after dinner, in 
the evening, one day, another day, a third 
day, after all, you think there is something 
to it,” Mr. Michnik said.

“I remember it well, how in Poland in 
Soviet times there was anti-German propa-
ganda that all Germans were Nazis. But not 
these Germans, not ours from East 
Germany – they were good Germans. 
Ukrainians from Luhansk and Donetsk who 
support the Kremlin’s policy are good, but 
they are not Ukrainians either. They are lit-
tle Russians.”

Ultimately Russia’s invasion of Ukraine 
will end with defeat for Putin, Mr. Michnik 
said, and judging by previous Russian mili-
tary defeats in the past, an opportunity for 
change may emerge.

“I am sure that Ukraine will become for 
Putin what Afghanistan became for 
[Leonid] Brezhnev,” Mr. Michnik said, refer-
ring to the former Soviet leader who 
ordered the invasion of Afghanistan in 
December 1979.

That conflict would lead to the death of 
some 15,000 troops and 2 million Afghans 
before its end in 1989, hastening the col-
lapse of the Soviet Union.

Now, Mr. Michnik holds out hope that a 
Russian defeat in Ukraine could be the 
spark to ignite democratic change in 
Russia.

“Russia made a bad choice. But we still 
have hope that it is still possible. I will not 
live to see it, but my son will live, [and] a 
new wave will come,” he said.

(With additional reporting by Tony 
Wesolowsky)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/adam-michnik-rus-
sia-ukraine-change-putin-brezhnev-afghan-
war/31808312.html).

(Continued from page 4)

Historian...

Dear Editor:

Congratulations to Irene Jarosewich for 
her excellent article, “For Russia to survive, 
Russia must be destroyed,” published in the 
May 15 issue of The Ukrainian Weekly. She 
certainly hits the nail on the head, and her 
title says it all.

Ever since the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine, some well-intentioned activists 
have been promoting activities in defense 
of Ukraine with slogans such as “Peace in 
Ukraine,” and even having t-shirts with 
peace slogans. Ms. Jarosewich summarizes 
her point concisely: “Ukraine, and, by 
extension, the West must win and must 
win fast.” Only then can a true peace follow.

Instead of misguided calls for peace, let 
us remember the words of Gen. Douglas 
MacArthur in his 1951 farewell address to 
Congress: “In war there is no substitute for 
victory.”

Leo Iwaskiw
Philadelphia

Dear Editor:

In response to Andriy Pawlowych’s let-
ter to the editor in the May 22 edition of 
The Ukrainian Weekly (“Just maybe the 
bloodshed could have been avoided”), U.S. 
President Joe Biden’s two most important 

In war there is  
no substitute for victory

Are we to believe Biden is 
responsible for Putin’s war?

 LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

actions to benefit Ukraine have been to (a) 
successfully mobilize the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization (NATO) countries after 
the demoralization of NATO by the Trump 
administration, and to mobilize the Group 
of Seven (G-7) countries to act in concert to 
support Ukraine with sanctions and arms. 
And (b) lead the American public to come 
together to support Ukraine in a major way 
financially and militarily – a public that 
after Iraq and Afghanistan was loath to see 
America become involved in any more for-
eign entanglements.

Both of these efforts required a good deal 
of nuance and straight talk. Yet, Mr. 
Pawlowych is “haunted” by Mr. Biden’s hav-
ing been straight with the American public 
as to what the U.S. would and would not do, 
when being straight was an essential com-
ponent of generating American support for 
Ukraine. Even worse, underlying Mr. 
Pawlowych’s speculation about the causali-
ty between Mr. Biden’s statements and 
Russian President Vladimir Putin’s actions 
is the formulation “blame someone other 
than the abuser.” If Mr. Biden had kept a 
poker face, Putin would not have been 
encouraged to invade. Mr. Biden did not 
keep a poker face; therefore, Putin was 
encouraged to invade. Based on Mr. 
Pawlowych’s argument, are we to under-
stand that Mr. Biden, not Putin, is responsi-
ble for Putin’s invasion?

Irene Jarosewich
Passaic Park, N.J.

Halyna Traversa
Estero, Fla.

Tania Vitvitsky
Sudbury, Mass.
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It has been my contention for years that 
Ukraine has had no better foreign friend 
over the course of the last century than the 
United States Congress. I saw this 
Congressional support firsthand during my 
35-year tenure at the Helsinki Commission, 
a U.S. government agency composed mostly 
of Senators and Representatives. Ukraine 
was an important part of my portfolio. But 
even I confess to being astonished at the 
incredible level of Congressional support 
we have witnessed in the last few months.

On May 21, U.S. President Joe Biden 
signed a law providing for a massive, 
unprecedented $40 billion in emergency 
military, economic and humanitarian aid to 
Ukraine. Days earlier, the Senate had 
approved – in a lopsided vote of 86 to 11 – 
the assistance package, which had been 
passed by the House a week earlier by a 
sizable margin of 368-57.

It is the largest U.S. foreign aid package 
in more than two decades and by 
Congressional standards it happened at 
warp-speed with little debate. This, to put it 
mildly, is unusual. In fact, the aid package 
exceeded the president’s already substan-
tial aid request to Congress for $33 billion. 
Keep in mind that this came on top of 
another also quickly adopted measure – 
the $13.7 billion Congressional supplemen-
tal aid package for Ukraine that over-
whelmingly passed both chambers in 
March. This brought the total American 
investment in countering Russia’s invasion 
to a whopping $54 billion in just over two 
months. Any way you look at it, this is a 
huge sum.

Add to this the near unanimous passage 
earlier this month of another historic piece 
of legislation – the Ukraine Democracy 
Defense Lend-Lease Act, which makes it 
easier for the U.S to provide more military 
aid – as well as other pieces of important 
legislation pertaining to Ukraine.

And there have been other manifesta-
tions of Congressional support – hearings, 
press releases, statements and visits to 
Ukraine, including the recent travels to Kyiv 
of Democratic and Republican leaders, 
notably U.S. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, as 
well as Senate Minority Leader Mitch 
McConnell.

All these recent actions testify that the 
vast majority of Senators and Represen-
tatives clearly understand that an integral, 
independent, secure, free and democratic 
Ukraine is squarely in U.S. national security 
interests and consistent with the values we 
Americans espouse and for which we 
stand.

President Biden summed it up well 
when he applauded Congress for “sending 
a clear bipartisan message to the world 
that the people of the United States stand 
together with the brave people of Ukraine 
as they defend their democracy and free-
dom.” And as Congress is the branch of gov-
ernment closest to the people, this support 
is a testament to the American people’s 
deep commitment to Ukraine.

It is no secret that Congress has become 
more polarized in recent years. It has 
become considerably harder to get things 
done. Thankfully, Ukraine still enjoys a level 
of bipartisan support not found on most 

issues – a relatively rare broad bipartisan 
consensus. I have heard more than one leg-
islator say that Ukraine is one of the few 
issues on which Democrats and Republi-
cans can and do agree.

The ongoing Congressional support 
must be seen in the context of the long his-
tory of interest in Ukraine. One could argue 
that support for Ukraine is in Congress’ 
DNA, as Congress has stood with freedom-
loving people around the globe. Ukrainians 
have long offered a compelling example of a 
repressed people yearning to be free. And 
today, more than ever, Ukrainians are a 
model for the entire world of what it means 
to defend freedom.

In the decades prior to independence, 
Ukraine was on Congress’ radar screen 
when few others, except for the Ukrainian 
American community, seemed to care – or 
even know about Ukraine. In the post-
World War II years, Congress passed the 
1948 Displaced Persons Act, the 1959 
Captive Nations resolution and the 1960 
law authorizing the Shevchenko monument 
in Washington, D.C., among others. In the 
1970s, 1980s and early 1990s, Congres-
sional activity included forcefully defending 
Ukrainian political prisoners and the 
Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church, the cre-
ation of the Famine (Holodomor) 
Commission and resolutions for the U.S. to 
recognize Ukraine’s independence.

With Ukraine’s independence came, 
quite naturally, a marked increase in 
Congressional engagement of all kinds, 
including political support and financial 
assistance, especially after Russia’s initial 
invasion in 2014. Examples are too numer-
ous to recount here, but for reference, you 
can read an updated 2020 version of my 
original 2018 article: “Ukraine in Congress 
– A century of U.S. Congressional support 
for Ukraine,” published on the website of 
the U.S.-Ukraine Business Council (USUBC).

Among the numerous factors for ongo-
ing deep Congressional involvement have 
been the key role played by relevant House 
and Senate committees dealing with for-
eign relations, appropriations and national 
security, the Helsinki Commission and the 
House and Senate Ukraine caucuses.

Ukraine is no stranger to the top leader-
ship of the two legislative chambers. The 
value of this should not be underestimated. 
Sen. Dick Durbin (D-Ill.), who holds the sec-
ond highest position in the leadership as 
majority whip, is also co-chair of the Senate 
Ukraine Caucus. Senate Minority leader 
Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) was known during 
the mid-1990s as “Mr. Ukraine” – the appro-
priations subcommittee that he chaired 
was generous in providing funding for 
Ukraine. In the House of Representa tives, 
majority leader Rep. Steny Hoyer (D-Md.) 
was chair of the Helsinki Commis sion back 
in the 1980s and led efforts to defend 
human and religious rights in Ukraine.

Can the remarkable level of Congres-
sional support, especially of the last few 
months, be sustained? Some see potential 
clouds on the horizon. Could the number of 
Senators and Representatives opposing 
large Ukraine funding bills increase? And, if 
so, what impact will they have?

It’s notable that only a relatively small 
number voted against the $40 billion fund-

U.S. Congress: Ukraine’s exceptional friend
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risks for Russia in this change in approach?
Mr. Cancian: Well, the smaller encircle-

ment is probably all they have the combat 
power to execute, given that the attempt at 
the larger one failed.

It’s important to keep in mind that the 
Russians just don’t have a lot of combat 
power; in fact, they never have throughout 
the entire campaign. They began with 
maybe 200,000 troops, but of those maybe 
30,000 or so were [separatist] militias from 
the Donbas provinces. So maybe they had 
150,000 ground forces or so, but that’s not 
very much for the massive amount of terri-
tory that we’re talking about for the initial 
attack they did on four different axes.

To put it in context, the front lines now 
are about where the front lines were in 
early 1943 [during World War II between 
the Soviet Union and Nazi Germany]. At 
that time, the Soviets had well over a mil-
lion soldiers on the same front line, where 
the Russians now have 150,000 or maybe 
fewer troops.

So, they just don’t have very much com-
bat power given the task ahead. That’s why 
when the attacks on Izyum failed, they 
needed to further constrain what they were 
trying to do. The notion of an encirclement 
[is] an [established] part of Russian mili-
tary doctrine, and [it] is something that 
they did in the Second World War.

The nature of the battlefield lends itself 
to trying that against the Ukrainian forces, 
with them sticking out to the east like how 
they’ve been positioned. It’s a sensible 
thing to try from a strategic perspective. 
The problem is that it’s not clear that 
[Russia] has the kind of power to do it.

RFE/RL: Senior Kremlin officials are 
increasingly openly admitting that the 
Russian offensive in Ukraine is moving 
slower than anticipated and new equip-
ment and aid continue to be sent from 
Western nations to Ukraine. With those 
developments in mind, in your view, how 
do the two militaries stack up against each 
other currently after more than three full 
months of war?

Mr. Cancian: Over time, the Ukrainians 
are getting stronger and the Russians are 
getting weaker. The Ukrainians are benefit-
ing from the flow of munitions and weap-
ons that are coming from the West, which 
has made a huge difference. They would 
not have been able to sustain their resis-
tance to this point without that flow of 
equipment and munitions.

There are now some questions about 
how much the Ukrainians can actually 
absorb. But those weapons will both 
replace what they’ve lost and increase their 
capabilities in certain important ways, so 
they’re getting stronger. It’s also important 
to note that at the beginning of the war the 

Ukrainians called up a lot of reservists and 
created these militias that were initially 
quite untrained and unskilled, but after 
three months they’re getting much better 
trained and much savvier on the battlefield. 
So, I think that their forces are also becom-
ing more effective.

On the other side, the Russians are get-
ting less effective. They’ve taken a lot of 
casualties. Certainly, more than the 
Ukrainians, although it’s a little unclear 
exactly how many casualties the Ukrainians 
have taken.

The Russians have replaced many of 
those casualties, but they replaced them 
with lower quality units and some individ-
ual replacements. They’ve used a lot of 
their preferred munitions and their missile 
stockpile in particular appears to be low. 
Notice that in the last couple of weeks, they 
really haven’t fired too many missiles. I 
think that’s because they’re running low.

RFE/RL: There have been growing 
warnings, as well as U.S. and British intelli-
gence showing, that a Russian naval block-
ade is halting Ukrainian ports in what 
many world leaders are calling a deliberate 
attack on the global food supply chain by 
Moscow. Does this mean we’re likely to see 
more battles and military attention focused 
at sea than we have so far?

Mr. Cancian: I think we will. There’s no 
question that the Russians have instituted a 
naval blockade of the Ukrainian ports, and 
that’s pretty standard in this kind of situa-
tion. It does have an effect on world food 
markets [and] it also affects Ukrainian 
imports, which makes it much more diffi-
cult to bring in supplies of any sort, includ-
ing military ones.

I expect that there will be some continu-
ing conflict along the coast. The West is 
supplying Ukrainians with anti-ship mis-
siles, and they [also] have some of their 
own, which could force the Russians far-
ther out into the Black Sea. It’s likely that at 
some point Russian ships are going to be in 
range and the Ukrainians will take shots at 
them that might be successful.

This conflict is going to keep going and 
evolving. For example, the Russians are also 
using Mariupol and some of those other 
ports for resupply. It’s much easier to 
resupply using ships than it is with trucks 
or rail. I think you’ll have some battles 
there between Russia’s resupply efforts and 
Ukraine’s anti-ship capabilities.

So, yes, that’s going to be a continuing 
and maybe even increasing domain for the 
conflict.

(This interview has been edited and con-
densed for clarity.)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/russia-eastern-
ukraine-strategy-interview-cancian/318 
70096.html).

(Continued from page 4)
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Mr. Zelenskyy did not attend the event, 
as he remained in Ukraine to lead his 
nation in its fight against Russia, which 
launched a brutal, unprovoked full-scale 
war on its neighbor on February 24.

“President Volodymyr Zelenskyy of 
Ukraine is doing the impossible every day,” 
Ms. Kennedy said. “His courageous defense 
of democracy is reminding us all of what is 
most precious and most fundamental to 
our way of live. His bravery is exceeded 
only by that of the people of Ukraine, and 
they are unifying the world – including 
Americans – to fight for freedom and the 
rule of law.”

Mr. Zelenskyy’s award was accepted by 
Yaroslav Brisiuk, the deputy chief of mis-
sion of the Embassy of Ukraine to the 
United States.

In introducing Mr. Brisiuk, Ms. Kennedy 
noted that, “this is the first time that any 
member of the embassy has been allowed 
to leave Washington, D.C., since the war 
began.”

“Yaroslav Brisiuk is a critical player for 
his country. … He has been working 24 
hours a day in Washington and it is a great 
tribute to President Kennedy that he and 
Ambassador [Oksana] Markarova have 
been immensely supportive of this award,” 
Ms. Kennedy said.

In accepting the award on Mr. 
Zelenskyy’s behalf, Mr. Brisiuk said it was 
an honor and privilege for him to accept 
the award for the president “and all 
Ukrainian people who are fighting for their 
freedom.”

“Ukrainians made their choice to be free, 
to be a democracy, to determine their own 
future as part of the Western transatlantic 
community of nations,” Mr. Brisiuk said. 
“That turned out to be a threat to our 
aggressive, authoritarian neighbor next 
door.  Vladimir Putin decided that Ukraine 
as a nation does not have a right to exist, 
that Russia – a nuclear power – can redraw 
borders by force, can wipe another country 
off the map, and that the most fundamental 
norms of international law simply don’t 
matter.”

“His plan was to take over Ukraine in 
just three days, to topple the government, 
to eliminate Ukraine as a sovereign state,” 
Mr. Brisiuk said.  “To fulfill his plan, he sent 
what he has called the second most power-
ful army in the world.  In turned out that 
that army was only the second most pow-
erful in Ukraine.”

“Under the leadership of President 
Zelenskyy, people took up arms and stood 
up in defense of their homeland.  We’ve 
been holding our ground for 88 days,” Mr. 
Brisiuk said.  “The whole world has seen 
the atrocities in Buch and Irpin and in other 
places, but our spirit cannot be broken and 
we are determined to fight until we liberate 
our land.”

“President Zelenskyy’s personal leader-
ship and courage have been instrumental 
in our fight.  His bravely and strength 
became an inspiration not just for all 
Ukrainians, but for people all over the 
world,” Mr. Brisiuk said. “In the beginning 
of the war, many well-wishers advised him 
to flee, to save his life, to leave the country, 
offering him help to leave.  To them was his 
famous response, ‘I don’t need a free ride; I 
need more ammunition.’”

But, Mr. Brisiuk said, the president and 
his team were determined to stay in Kyiv 
and lead their country, despite the great 
danger to his life.

“Nothing can be more encouraging for 
Ukrainians than such resolve, courage and 
determination in this fight, and this fight 
continues,” said Mr. Brisiuk, who also 
thanked “the United States government, the 
administration, Congress and all American 
people for the tremendous support and for 
the assistance that has been provided to 
our country.”

“What is happening in Ukraine is not 
just about Ukraine. It is about the values 
that we all share, such as freedom and 
democracy, that we all stand up for, the 
values for which Ukrainians are fighting 
today on the battlefield,” Mr. Brisiuk said.  
“Today, as in President Kennedy’s time, 
Russia is again blackmailing the world 
with nuclear apocalypse. During the 
Cuban Missile Crisis, President Kennedy’s 
personal leadership and courage deter-
mined victory of good versus evil. Today, 
President Zelenskyy’s personal leadership 
and courage have been critical on our road 
to victory, and we have no doubt that 
together we will win.”

Also receiving the 2022 Profile in 
Courage Award were U.S. Rep. Liz Cheney 
(R-Wyo.), Michigan Secretary of State 

Jocelyn Benson, Arizona House Speaker 
Rusty Bowers and former Fulton County, 
Ga., Election Department employee 
Wandrea’ ArShaye Moss, who were all cho-
sen for the courage they displayed in pro-
tecting democracy in the United States.

The award was created in 1989 by for-
mer President John F. Kennedy’s family to 
recognize “a public official (or officials) at 
the federal, state or local level whose 
actions demonstrate the qualities of politi-
cally courageous leadership in the spirit of 
‘Profiles in Courage,’ Mr. Kennedy’s 1957 
Pulitzer prize-winning book,” according to 
the John F. Kennedy Library Foundation, 
which administers the award.

Since its inception, the award has been 
given to international awardees eight times, 
and it has been given to five presidents: 
three American and two Ukrainian.  In 
addition to Mr. Zelenskyy, former Ukrainian 
president Viktor Yushchenko received the 
award in 2005.

Also invited to attend the award ceremo-
ny were representatives of the Ukrainian 
American community in Boston who were 
recognized by Ms. Kennedy during the 
event.  The host for the evening was to be 
famed American late night television host 
Conan O’Brien, but he contracted COVID-19 
and did not attend.  The ceremony was 
instead hosted by Ronald L. Sargent.

(Continued from page 1)

Zelenskyy awarded...

Representatives of the Ukrainian American community in Boston were recognized by 
Caroline Kennedy during an award ceremony for the 2022 JFK Profile in Courage 
Awards at the John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum on May 22. 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy was one of five recipients chosen for this 

year’s award.

Yaroslav Brisiuk (second from the left), the deputy chief of mission of the Embassy of 
Ukraine to the United States, accepted the 2022 JFK Profile in Courage Award on 
behalf of Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy from Caroline Kennedy (left), 
the U.S. ambassador to Australia and the daughter of the late President John F. 
Kennedy. Also pictured are Ms. Kennedy’s son, Jack Schlossberg (third from the left), 
her husband, Edwin Schlossberg, and Profile in Courage Award recipient and 

Michigan Secretary of State Jocelyn Benson.

Andrew Nynka

Ronald L. Sargent
2022 JFK Profile in Courage Award win-

ner U.S. Rep. Liz Cheney (R-Wyo.).
Andrew Nynka

Andrew Nynka

Subscribe to

For an additional $5 get  
an online subscription as well

The Ukrainian Weekly

Please contact Subscription Dept. 
Tel.: 973-292-9800 ext. 3040

$90 per year
$80 for UNA member



No. 22THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, MAY 29, 202210

ing bill – all Republicans. Most are isola-
tionists or fiscal conservatives. Despite the 
opposition to the bill from the likes of 
Tucker Carlson and Donald Trump, a sub-
stantial majority of Republicans in both the 

House and Senate – even those considered 
to be pro-Trump – did vote in favor. These 
“national security” Republicans understand 
that helping Ukraine defeat Russia is in the 
United States’ core strategic interests. This 
is encouraging but not determinative.

The $40 billion in funding only runs 
through September. But the needs are 
great, and a lot more military, economic 

and humanitarian aid will be required 
beyond this. Even with considerable fund-
ing from the European Union, the Group of 
Seven (G-7) and other international part-
ners, the United States will need to remain 
extensively engaged.

I am confident that Congress will contin-
ue to strongly support Ukraine. But some-
times when it comes to funding levels 

involving large amounts of money, it is best 
not to take anything for granted. Therefore, 
it will be essential for Ukraine’s many 
American friends outside of Congress, 
including, of course, the Ukrainian 
American community, to continue and even 
invigorate advocacy efforts to ensure that 
Ukraine gets what it needs to both win, 
recover and rebuild.

(Continued from page 7)
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Russian forces shelled 40 towns in the 
easternmost pocket still held by Kyiv in the 
Donbas, Ukraine’s military said on May 26.

Russian forces were advancing on the 
key twin cities of Severodonetsk and 
Lysychansk on both banks of the Siverskiy 
Donets River, with the fighting reaching the 
limits of Severodonetsk.

“Russian troops have advanced far 
enough that they can already fire mortars” 
on the city, the governor of the Luhansk 
region, Serhiy Hayday, said in a statement 
on social media.

The fall of the two cities would leave the 
whole of the Luhansk region under Russian 
control, one of the Kremlin’s stated goals in 
its war.

Police in Lysychansk are collecting bod-
ies of people killed to bury them in mass 
graves, Mr. Hayday said. Some 150 people 
have been buried in a mass grave in one 
Lysychansk district, he added.

Moscow-backed separatists quoted by 
Russian news agency TASS claimed on May 
26 that they were holding about 8,000 
Ukrainian prisoners of war, but the claim 
could not be independently confirmed.

Oleksiy Arestovych, an adviser to Mr. 
Zelenskyy, said Russia’s “army is having 
some tactical success, which is threatening 
to become an operational success in the 
direction of Lysychansk and Severodo netsk.”

Despite its current momentum, the 
Russian offensive has betrayed serious 
operational failures, British intelligence 
suggested in its daily bulletin on May 26, 
taking specific aim at the use of Russia’s 
elite airborne force (VDV).

“The VDV has been employed on mis-
sions better suited to heavier armored 
infantry and has sustained heavy casualties 
during the campaign,” the bulletin issued 
by Britain’s Ministry of Defense said.

“Its mixed performance likely reflects a 
strategic mismanagement of this capability 
and Russia’s failure to secure air superiori-
ty,” the ministry said.

On a larger scale, the bulletin assessed, 
the misemployment of the VDV in the inva-
sion of Ukraine “highlights how [Russian 

President Vladimir] Putin’s significant 
investment in the armed forces over the 
last 15 years has resulted in an unbalanced 
overall force.”

Mr. Zelenskyy in his nightly address 
issued another urgent plea for Western 
help.

“We still need the help of our partners, 
especially weapons for Ukraine. Full help! 
No exceptions, no restrictions, enough to 
win,” he said.

He also called out some in the West for 
paying too much attention to Russia’s inter-
ests, taking particular aim at former U.S. 
Secretary of State Henry Kissinger and The 
New York Times.

Mr. Kissinger, 98, this week told the 
World Economic Forum in Davos that a 
return to the “status quo” before Russia’s 
February 24 invasion would be ideal. That 
would mean that Crimea, illegally annexed 
by Russia in 2014, and the separatist-con-
trolled eastern regions would be lost by 
Ukraine.

“It seems Mr. Kissinger’s calendar is not 
2022, but 1938,” Mr. Zelenskyy said, com-
paring his suggestion to the agreement that 
ceded part of Czechoslovakia to Nazi 
Germany more than 80 years ago.

Meanwhile, The New York Times edito-
rial board wrote on May 19 that a negotiat-
ed peace might require Kyiv to make some 
concessions, given that a decisive Ukrainian 
military victory was not realistic.

“Perhaps The New York Times also 
wrote something similar in 1938. But let 
me remind you, it’s now 2022,” Mr. 
Zelenskyy said.

On the Davos forum’s last day on May 
26, German Chancellor Olaf Scholz said that 
three months of war had shown Putin 
won’t win the war against Ukraine, and 
cannot dictate the terms of any settlement 
to the fighting.

Mr. Scholz said the capture of the whole 
of Ukraine seemed “further away now than 
at the beginning of the war.”

After failing to capture either of 
Ukraine’s two largest cities, Kyiv or Kharkiv, 
Moscow has now turned its focus to taking 
full control of eastern regions that since 
2014 have been partially held by Kremlin-
backed separatists.

“Putin must not win his war, and I am 

convinced he will not win,” Mr. Scholz said.
He added that the “status quo” scenario 

mentioned by Mr. Kissinger was not an 
option. 

“There will be no dictated peace,” Mr. 
Scholz added. “Ukraine will not accept this, 
and neither will we.”

Ukrainian Foreign Affairs Minister 
Dmytro Kuleba on May 25 urged govern-
ments and companies to “kill Russian 
exports” as a way to help push Moscow to 
ending its war against Ukraine.

“My message is very simple. Kill Russian 
exports,” Mr. Kuleba said at the World 
Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland.

“As long as Russia makes money on sell-
ing oil and gas, their pockets are pretty full,” 
he added.

The European Union is currently work-
ing on a proposal to ban Russian oil and gas 

imports across the 27-nation bloc, but sev-
eral countries, especially Hungary, have 
said they will need help and a phase-in 
period if they are to sign on to the measure.

The United Nations, meanwhile, has 
urged the Russian authorities to release 
grain stuck in Ukrainian ports to avert glob-
al food shortages.

The war and Western sanctions against 
Russia have sent the price of grain, cooking 
oil, fertilizer and energy soaring.

(With reporting by Reuters, AP, AFP, 
CNN, and BBC)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/russia-attacks-
ukraine-lysychansk/31869251.html).

(Continued from page 1)

Russians advance...

 Ukrainian Foreign Affairs Minister Dmytro Kuleba (left) met with Klaus Schwab, 
the founder and executive chairman of the World Economic Forum, during the 
forum’s annual meeting in Davos, Switzerland, on May 25. “We agreed @wef [the 
World Economic Forum] will organize a trip of leading businesses and decision-mak-
ers to Kyiv to explore recovery projects and investment opportunities,” Mr. Kuleba 

said on Twitter.

Twitter.com/DmytroKuleba

A map shows the state of the advance of Russian forces in eastern Ukraine as of May 
25.

Institute for the Study of War via RFE/RL

Moldova in 1992, with 200,000 Ukrainians 
living in the conflict zone. Moldova’s 
Foreign Affairs Minister Nicolae Tiu said 
Ukraine and Romania were being excluded 

from negotiations between Russia and 
Moldova. Ukrainian officials added that 
Kyiv supported Moldova and Romania in 
insistence that the Russian 14th Army 
withdraw from the Transdniestria region of 
Moldova.

Source: “Ukraine’s protest over the 
Crimea,” The Ukrainian Weekly, June 7, 1992

(Continued from page 6)

Turning...



No. 22THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, MAY 29, 202212

that have been familiar to UNA members 
for decades to a more streamlined corpo-
rate governance structure.

As a result of major changes to federal 
and state insurance regulations between 
2008-2018, the UNA organizational struc-
ture needed to be modified and the organi-
zation’s by-laws revised. 

Key changes include the establishment 
of a Corporate Board of Directors (CBD) 
that will now function as the highest 
authority between UNA conventions.

Besides the position of president, the 
CBD will include six directors, as well as the 
treasurer/chief financial officer and nation-
al secretary/chief operating officer, posi-
tions to which candidates will no longer be 
elected, but hired by the CBD. Additional 
changes included the establishment of a 
nine-member Fraternal Advisory Board 
(FAB), which does not have voting privileg-
es, as well as the inclusion of the immediate 
past present (IPP) as a non-voting member 
of the CBD. 

While the UNA General Assembly (GA) 
continues to exist, the composition of 
members and responsibilities of the struc-
ture have changed fundamentally. In addi-

tion to the new entities mentioned above, 
previously existing structures are included, 
such as the Audit Committee and UNA hon-
orary members.

On May 14, the second day of the con-
vention, the 66 convention delegates elect-
ed by plurality vote Andrij Cade, Roma 
Hadzewycz, Michael Koziupa, George G. 
Kuritza, Bohdana Puzyk and Eugene Serba 
to the CBD.

In order to elect a new UNA president, 
election rules required a majority vote. 
Given the total delegate count of 66, a can-
didate needed at least 34 votes to win the 
presidency. Mr. Hirniak received 35 votes 
for, while 31 voted against.

Also elected were Walter Syzonenko and 
Andrij Skyba to the UNA’s Audit Committee. 
The Nominations Committee did not present 
a third candidate for the Audit Committee 
nor were any candidates presented for the 
Fraternal Advisory Board, therefore mem-
bers will be chosen by the new CBD.

The transition to the new governance 
structure will take full effect on July 1, 
when the newly elected CBD, as well as the 
president/CEO will begin their four-year 
terms of office. 

Opening of convention

Delegates began to arrive and register 
for the convention during the evening of 
May 12. Remaining delegates arrived on 
May 13 and the official opening ceremonies 
were held early in the day by the monu-
ment of poet Taras Shevchenko with a 
greeting by UNA Second Vice President 
Eugene Serba.

Following a prayer led by the Very Rev. 
Dr. Ivan Kaszczak, and the singing of the 
national anthems of the United States, 
Canada and Ukraine, outgoing UNA 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
Stefan Kaczaraj greeted the delegates. 
Those gathered then sang Shevchenko’s 
moving “Zapovit” (Testament), after which 
all present moved to the Veselka Hall to 
begin Convention proceedings.

Wasyl Sheremeta, who was elected to 
chair the convention, in his opening 
remarks noted that, “We are all here on the 
same side and for the same purpose,” and 
then adeptly strove to exercise control over 
the proceedings for the remainder of the 
convention, with adherence to strict rules of 
order during some contentious moments. 

Completing a more than two decade 
tenure with the UNA, Mr. Kaczaraj reflect-
ed on the history of the UNA and the 
accomplishments during his final term, 
before addressing the horrors of Russia’s 
brutal, unprovoked and unjustified full-
scale war on Ukraine.

 Rev. Kaszczak, who was a delegate to the 
convention, gave an inspirational overview 
of UNA accomplishments, and he highlight-
ed the organization’s creation by deter-
mined immigrants in the Anthracite Coal 
Region of Pennsylvania who founded the 
UNA in Shamokin, Pa., in 1894. The UNA cel-
ebrated its 125th anniversary in 2019.

UNA reports

Over the course of two days, UNA offi-
cers, members of the outgoing General 
Assembly and committee chairs presented 
reports that covered the period since the 
previous convention in 2018.

Outgoing National Secretary and Chief 
Operating Officer Yuriy Symczyk reported 
that, after many years of diligent effort, the 
UNA has developed a strong and healthy 
relationship with the New Jersey 
Department of Banking and Insurance 
(DOBI), which was satisfied with the UNA’s 
greatly improved and positive financial and 
regulatory performance and reorganization 
of its fraternal membership process.

While the UNA focused primarily on the 
sale of life insurance for many years, the 
organization recently put a greater empha-
sis, in keeping with national trends and 
needs, on retirement products such as 

annuities and IRAs.
Mr. Symczyk, also a member of the UNA 

By-Laws Working Group, said that the 
efforts of the group had guided the organi-
zation in implementing many of the chang-
es mandated by state regulators.

“The task was daunting because a new 
corporate structure needed to be created 
while still honoring fraternal tradition,” Mr. 
Symczyk said.

He also stressed the importance of con-
tinuing to work on solutions to comply 
with the new regulations.

Mr. Symczyk expressed concern over the 
apparent lack of “brand loyalty” among 
younger individuals to the UNA, and he 
stressed the need for the organization to 
“actively recruit them with innovative 
approaches and outreach.”

UNA Treasurer and Chief Financial 
Officer Roma Lisovich reported that, when 
she began in her position in 2002, the orga-
nization faced “huge annual losses and 
great regulatory scrutiny and pressures.”

The UNA’s subsequent transformation, 
while difficult and at times even painful, is a 
remarkable success story, she said. Despite 
challenges, such as the massive global 
financial crisis of 2007-2008, and most 
recently two years of COVID-19 restrictions 
that greatly hampered sales, the UNA has 
never been financially stronger, with strong 
reserves. The UNA has kept pace with regu-
latory changes mandated by DOBI and the 
National Association of Insurance 
Commissioners (NAIC).

Both Mr. Symczyk and Ms. Lisovich noted 
that, given the past decades’ economic 
upheavals and recent COVID-19 restrictions, 
many life insurance companies have disap-
peared or faced significant net financial loss-
es. By contrast, the UNA showed a net profit 
during the past four years, with a solvency 
ratio – which measures the extent to which 
an organization’s assets can cover commit-
ments for future payments – of 100 percent.

Ms. Lisovich said that the organization’s 
life insurance business now foresees steady 
growth and annuities were on target.

The report of the By-Laws Committee 
was delivered by the committee chair, 
Gerald Tysiak. Mr. Tysiak noted that the 
new state regulations required many more 
meetings than in previous years. In addi-
tion, according to the new amended by-
laws from January 2020, which were 
approved by a special session of the dele-
gates to the 39th Convention in 2018, all 
UNA Standing Committees were required 
to maintain meeting agendas and minutes. 
All of these documents will now be avail-
able for review by state auditors. 

(Continued from page 1)
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Younger delegates
by Adrian Bryttan

KERHONKSON, N.Y. – During his 
report to the Ukrainian National 
Association’s 40th Regular Convention, 
Second Vice-President Eugene Serba 
expressed regret over the small number 
of applicants (50) for UNA Scholarships. 
So, it was a hopeful sign that a group of 
younger delegates not only attended the 
convention, but also took an active part 
in many lively discussions. They shared 
their impressions with this reporter.

For Volodymyr Myshchuk, from UNA 
Branch 13 in Albany, this was his second 
convention. Mr. Myshchuk affirmed the 
importance of participating “to help the 
community stay strong and keep the cul-
ture alive.”

Petro Fill, also from Branch 13, also 
felt strongly about staying active in the 
Ukrainian American community.

“The overall message of the conven-
tion is focused on unity,” Mr. Fill said, 
adding that by doing so the organizers 
are “doing something right.”

Sisters Chloe and Emma Diakiwsky 
represented Branch 161 in Pittsburgh.

Chloe has a scholarship in voice and 
piano, and Emma would like to study art. 
They are proud of their Ukrainian heri-
tage, and this was their first convention. 
Regarding all the parliamentary proce-
dures, reports and discussions, Emma 
said, “it’s much more interesting than 
you might think.”

Philip Sheremeta, a delegate from 
Branch 173, took a very active part in 
many discussions during what was his 
first convention.

Mr. Sheremeta plans on studying to 
become an aerospace systems engineer. 
He anticipates future peace-time UNA 
efforts to continue to help people in need, 
and he believes the UNA “does important 
work by raising awareness of causes, and 
giving back to the community through its 
insurance and scholarships.” 

Hopefully, all younger delegates will 
value their convention experience, and 
continue their association with the UNA 
on every possible level.

Lubov Streletsky, UNA Advisor
by Adrian Bryttan

KERHONKSON, N.Y. – As an insurance 
company, the Ukrainian National 
Association (UNA) relies on sales of its 
life policies and annuities for much of its 
income.

And Lubov Streletsky, a UNA Advisor 
and delegate to the organization’s 40th 
Regular Convention, has been one of the 
organization’s top producers for decades.

She was honored at the 40th 
Convention for writing 51 policies over 
the last four years. In talking with The 
Ukrainian Weekly, Ms. Streletsky shared 
some of her “trade secrets.”

A warm and sociable personality, she 
easily relates with almost anyone. Ms. 
Streletsky devotes her weekends to trav-
eling to numerous festivals, camps and 
sports gatherings. She actively mingles 
and talks with the Ukrainians there, 
especially with the “newly arrived.” She 
offers coffee and snacks, and builds trust 
by answering their concerns.

Insurance sales are not necessarily 
immediate for many people, so persis-
tence and patience are a must. Ms. 
Streletsky divulged that she may encoun-
ter the same people over two or even 
three years before they finally become 
members. It might so happen that an 
agent will complete all of the preliminary 
work needed to attract a new client who 
then signs up by phoning the UNA home 
office. This means the field agent will not 
get credit for the sale.

Ms. Streletsky belongs to UNA Branch 
10 in Philadelphia, and has served for 20 

years as an advisor on the General 
Assembly. She is a member of the large 
Ukrainian Baptist and Pentecostal popu-
lation in the United States, which she 
attests, with some added support from 
the home office, could provide a valuable 
potential resource for the UNA.

Ms. Streletsky also serves as a social 
minister in her church, helping immi-
grants adjust to life in a new country. 

She herself is no stranger to life’s tur-
bulence. She was born in Chernivtsi, 
Ukraine, where her father was a pastor. 
In 1968, the entire family was exiled to 
Siberia for many years, before finally set-
tling in Moldova. Ms. Streletsky is there-
fore fluent in half a dozen languages. 
Now her passion is to help other 
Ukrainians.

Lubov Streletsky
Andrew Nynka

(Continued on page 13)

Roma Hadzewycz, the former editor-in-
chief of The Ukrainian Weekly and 
Svoboda, was elected to a seat on the new 
Corporate Board of Directors (CBD) of 
the Ukrainian National Association 
(UNA) during the organization’s 40th 
Regular Convention held on May 13-15 
at the Soyuzivka Heritage Center in 

Kerhonkson, N.Y.

Michael Gold, The Corporate Image
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According to Mr. Tysiak, eight years of 
research and effort were dedicated to 
rewrite the UNA by-laws. The work was 
time-consuming and critical because the 
language in the by-laws and corporate 
manual must be precise in order to comply 
with new laws and regulations.

Convention delegates also heard reports 
from Roma Hadzewycz, the long-time edi-
tor-in-chief of both The Ukrainian Weekly 
and Svoboda, who retired from the role at 
the end of November 2020, and from 
Andrew Nynka, who assumed the position of 
editor-in-chief of both UNA publications on 
December 1, 2020. Mr. Nynka thanked Ms. 
Hadzewycz for her more than four decades 
of service to the UNA and its publications. 

Mr. Nynka said that, in order for the 
newspapers to survive and thrive in the 
future, they would need to identify addi-
tional streams of revenue. The Weekly, he 
said, had already begun to implement 
changes in its online version, but much 
more work remains to be done.

He expressed thanks for two donations 
of $10,000 each by Self Reliance New York 
Federal Credit Union, the consistent contri-
butions of readers to the monthly Press 
Fund, and acknowledged the honor 
bestowed on Svoboda in receiving the 
Antonovych Prize in 2021 along with a 
$25,000 contribution to the Publications 
Fund housed under the Ukrainian National 
Foundation. 

UNA Audit Committee Chair Luba 
Walchuk presented her report that 
touched on the various challenges for the 
UNA, which resulted in extensive discus-
sions on May 14.

Discussions

Besides the very good news of the UNA 
achieving financial stability, presented dur-
ing both full days of the convention, con-
cerns were also voiced regarding the lack of 
a comprehensive transition plan to be imple-
mented by the new UNA leadership, includ-
ing no continuance of executive experience 
since all three current executive officers 
were leaving their positions, inconsistencies 
in the by-laws that needed resolution, the 
lack of an adequate corporate manual to 
guide day-to-day operations and extensive 
concern regarding certain decisions made 
and executed by the Nominations 
Committee, chaired by Mr. Hirniak.

In particular, delegates questioned why 
the Nominations Committee had received 
so few applicants for open UNA positions, 
including only one applicant for the posi-
tion of UNA president and chief executive 
officer, noting that the one application for 

president that was received was from the 
chair of the Nominations Committee. 

In a separate point of discussion, Ms. 
Walchuk, Audit Committee Chair and secre-
tary of UNA Branch 362, reported on an 
expenditure of $35,000 that was billed to the 
UNA for candidate background checks by 
Pinkerton, a private security agency. The 
invoice was addressed to the chair of the 
Nominations Committee, Mr. Hirniak. This 
unauthorized expenditure generated much 
concern and discussion among the delegates. 

The Nominations Committee had been 
given a budget of $5,000 to conduct their 
candidate search, but members of the com-
mittee were required to have all expenses 
approved in advance. According to Ms. 
Lisovich, approval is a standard requirement 
for all committees, and committees do not 
have independent power of the purse.  

She added that, not only was the expen-
diture by the Nominations Committee of 
$35,000 unauthorized, but members of the 
committee were specifically instructed not 
to use Pinkerton as a vendor since the UNA 
already had a contract with ADP to conduct 
background checks. She added that the 
Nominations Committee was asked by the 
Audit Committee to turn over records of 
the transaction in question, but the 
Nominations Committee declined. 

Ms. Lisovich called the expenditure “a 
sever breach of procedure” and stated that 
“Standing Committees must be aware of 
their limitations in the future.”

In other business, convention delegates 
voted to elevate the importance of the UNA 
Publications Committee and made it a 
Standing Committee of the CBD. 

Resolutions and recommendations of 
the 40th Convention were presented and 
approved. Delegates heard farewells from 
outgoing members of the General Assembly 
and all present expressed their gratitude to 
UNA Advisor Gloria Horbaty for ably fulfill-
ing the duties as chair of the GA Convention 
Committee.

During the convention, Stephen 
Barankewicz, who recently was named the 
new manager of Soyuzivka Heritage Center, 
was introduced to delegates. Due to insur-
ance regulations regarding fraternal bene-
fits, Soyuzivka is now under the umbrella of 
the non-profit Ukrainian National 
Foundation (UNF). However, the three 
executive officers of the UNA are members 
of the Board of Directors of the UNF, there-
fore the relationship between the UNF and 
the UNA remains close. 

During the closing of the May 14 session, 
convention delegates unanimously 
approved a motion by UNA Advisor Andrij 
Szul, which read: “In appreciation of their 
valued services over many years, the 40th 
Regular Convention of the UNA bestows the 
honorific title of ‘Emeritus’ upon two of the 

outgoing executives – President/CEO 
Stefan Kaczaraj and Treasurer/CFO Roma 
Lisovich.”

Late Saturday afternoon the 40th 
Regular Convention of the UNA was 
adjourned.

Banquet

The UNA’s 40th Regular Convention 
included a Saturday evening banquet for 
which the master of ceremonies was 
Roman Wasylyk.  Swiatoslawa Kaczaraj, a 
soprano soloist from New York City’s 
“Dumka” chorus, was introduced and 
offered a beautiful rendition of the UNA 
anthem. She was accompanied on the 
piano by UNA Advisor Andrij Szul, an attor-
ney who is also a Juilliard-trained pianist 
with a doctorate in musicology. 

The convention’s keynote speaker, Marta 
Farion, recounted the significance of the 
establishment of the UNA in 1894, stating, 
“that as I gather with you here at this beau-
tiful resort, I feel the presence of the gener-
ations that built this organization, and I feel 
the spirit of those courageous individuals – 
those who founded the UNA 128 years ago.”

She added, “the continuity of the UNA is 
especially important given all the ongoing 
changes in the insurance industry and the 

economy worldwide, as well as the current 
war in Ukraine. … Ukraine will need a core 
network of support, and the UNA certainly 
can continue to serve a unique role under 
these conditions.” 

Valentina Tabaka, Ukrainian National 
Foundation (UNF) board member and the 
second vice president of the Ukrainian 
National Women’s League of America 
(UNWLA), followed with a rousing speech 
calling for support for Ukraine, and she 
expressed steadfast faith in Ukraine’s ulti-
mate victory in its war against Russia.

She called for all to join in celebration of 
that victory at the upcoming summer 2022 
Ukrainian Cultural Festival at Soyuzivka 
Heritage Center, which she is helping orga-
nize.

Mr. Tysiak presented awards to the three 
outgoing executives – Mr. Kaczaraj, Mr. 
Symczyk and Ms. Lisovych – and a special 
award to former editor-in-chief Roma 
Hadzewycz.

As chair of the convention, Mr. Szerem-
eta, assisted by UNA Honorary Member 
Eugene Oscislawski, administered the oath 
of office to the newly elected President and 
CEO Roman Hirniak, the six members of 
the UNA Corporate Board of Directors and 
the two members of the Audit Committee.

(Continued from page 12)
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New Soyuzivka manager’s vision
by Adrian Bryttan

KERHONKSON, N.Y. – Stephen 
Barankewicz was recently named the 
new manager of the Soyuzivka Heritage 
Center in Kerhonkson, N.Y., and he 
believes there are a number of things 
that make the center special. But one in 
particular stands out for him.

“The gem of Soyuzivka is its million-
dollar view of the Catskill foothills,” Mr. 
Barankewicz told The Ukrainian Weekly.

 With 25 years of experience in the cor-
porate world, Mr. Barankewicz can cer-
tainly spot a good thing when he sees it. 
He grew up enjoying various events at 
Soyuzivka and he was an avid folk dancer, 
but now he’s brimming with ideas for the 
center that he loves. What’s more, since 
1980, his family home has been just a 
stone’s throw away on Foordmore Road.

Born in Queens, N.Y., Mr. Barankewicz 
has earned two masters degrees in psy-
chology (industrial and organizational) 
and can boast of working with major 
businesses like Duracell and Avon 
Cosmetics. Yet, ultimately, it is his under-
standing of people which he considers 
central to his future plans.

Mr. Barankewicz spoke of reengaging 
with the local community, and network-
ing with Ukrainians who also used to 
flock to Soyuzivka.

Just prior to the Ukrainian National 
Association’s 40th Regular Convention, 
he organized a volunteer weekend, 

which drew 50 eager individuals who 
came to help work around the center. 

Mr. Barankewicz described the joy of 
“bringing history back to life” as volun-
teers power-washed monuments and 
“legacy bricks,” trimmed branches and 
lawns, completed much needed repairs 
and installed a new handrail near the 
Veselka pavilion. It is the Veselka area 
that he considers to be “the heart and 
gathering place” of Soyuzivka.

Mr. Barankewicz envisions more day 
events, like wine and beer pairing din-
ners, “green and gold autumn weekends,” 
nature hikes and farmers’ markets.

“We offer very competitive rates, com-
pared to local facilities,” he said of the 
center.

He has already scheduled a youth 
retreat for November to be led by the 
Very Rev. Dr. Ivan Kaszczak, pastor of Holy 
Trinity Church in Kerhonkson, N.Y., and St. 
John the Baptist Church in Hunter, N.Y.

Established programs like Heritage 
Day Camp and Adoptive Families 
Weekends will continue, he said, and he 
said he would like to reestablish a rela-
tionship with groups like Chornomorska 
Sich to once again conduct sports pro-
grams here.

In addition to innovative events, Mr. 
Barankewicz’s goal is to provide a higher 
level of customer service. To his hard-
working staff that persevered through 
the hard times of the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, he says: “it all starts with a smile.”

Roman Hirniak (right) was elected president and chief executive officer of the 
Ukrainian National Association at the organization’s 40th Regular Convention on 
May 14.  Mr. Hirniak and other members of the UNA’s leadership will begin their 

four-year term on July 1.

Halia O. Jurczak-Lodynsky

Delegates to the Ukrainian National Association’s 40th Regular Convention (fore-
ground, from left to right) Chloe Diakiwsky, Wolodymyr Skyba and Emma 
Diakiwsky presented a traditional Ukrainian greeting of bread and salt to UNA 
Second Vice President Eugene Serba and President/Chief Executive Officer Stefan 

Kaczaraj at the opening of the convention on May 13.

Andrew Nynka
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Sea peninsula illegally annexed from 
Ukraine by Moscow in 2014, have said that 
they are ready to set up passport-issuance 
centers for Ukrainian citizens who choose 
to obtain Russian passports. Meanwhile, 
Moscow says it is preparing measures to 
use against “unfriendly actions” by English-
language media toward Russian media. 
Russian Foreign Affairs Ministry spokes-
woman Maria Zakharova told reporters in 
Moscow on May 25 that Russia “will always 
respond to all unfriendly actions against 
Russian media.” “We are currently working 
out a whole package of measures against 

media, journalists from Anglo-Saxon media 
outlets, taking into account repressive mea-
sures undertaken against Russia media 
outlets,” Ms. Zakharova said, adding that 
Russia’s responses might be asymmetrical. 
She gave no further details. After Russia 
launched its unprovoked invasion of 
Ukraine on February 24, the European 
Union suspended the broadcasting activi-
ties of some Russian state-backed media, 
including the leading Russian external 
broadcaster, RT, questioning the impartiali-
ty of their coverage of the war. (RFE/RL’s 
Russian Service)

Nike, Marks & Spencer leave Russia

U.S. sports apparel giant Nike and vener-
able British multinational retailer Marks & 

Spencer (M&S) say they are quitting the 
Russian market over Moscow’s invasion of 
Ukraine. Nike said it would not extend its 
franchise agreement with Russia’s Inventive 
Retail Group (IRG), the largest retailer of 
Nike products in the country. IRG Chief 
Executive Officer Tikhon Smykov said in a 
letter to employees on May 25 that “after all 
the goods are sold, IRG will have to shut 
down all of its shops that are under the 
[Nike] name.” In early March, Nike suspend-
ed online sales in Russia, and several days 
later temporarily closed all of its shops in 
the country, including those operating on 
franchise agreements. Nike was active on 
the Russian market for 28 years. M&S, 
which specializes in the sale of clothing, 
beauty, home products and food, 
announced on May 25 that it would fully 
cease its operations in Russia after sus-
pending them in early March. M&S said it 
was unable to import its goods to Russia 
because of the war in Ukraine. Dozens of 
major international companies from a 
broad range of sectors have exited Russia 
since it launched its war against Ukraine on 
February 24. Within the past 10 days, 
Starbucks Corp. and McDonald’s also 
announced they were quitting Russia. 
(RFE/RL’s Russian Service, with reporting 
by Vedomosti)

Moscow offers safe passage of food

A senior Russian government official 
says Moscow could allow vessels carrying 
food to leave Ukraine’s Black Sea ports in 
return for the lifting of some sanctions 
imposed on Russia for its invasion of 
Ukraine. Ukrainian ports have been 
blocked since Russia launched its war 
against Ukraine on February 24, leaving 
more than 20 million tons of grain stuck in 
silos in the country. Russia and Ukraine 
account for almost one-third of global 
wheat supplies. Ukraine is also a major 
exporter of corn and sunflower, and the 
blockage of its ports is contributing to a 
growing global food crisis. “We have 
repeatedly stated on this point that a solu-
tion to the food problem requires a com-
prehensive approach, including the lifting 
of sanctions that have been imposed on 
Russian exports and financial transactions,” 
Russian Deputy Foreign Affairs Minister 
Andrei Rudenko was quoted as saying by 
Interfax. “And it also requires the demining 
by the Ukrainian side of all ports where 
ships are anchored. Russia is ready to pro-
vide the necessary humanitarian passage, 
which it does every day,” he said. Russia is 
in touch with the United Nations on the 
issue, Mr. Rudenko was quoted as saying by 
another news agency, RIA. However, Mr. 
Rudenko was also quoted by Interfax as 
warning against any possible escort by 
Western ships of Ukraine’s vessels carrying 
grain, saying that it would “seriously exac-
erbate the situation in the Black Sea.” Mr. 
Rudenko also denied reports in the 
Western media that Russian forces are 
stealing grain from Ukrainian ports. “We 
completely reject this. We don’t steal any-
thing from anyone,” he told reporters. CNN 
previously published satellite photos alleg-
edly confirming that Russia is exporting 
grain from Ukraine through Crimea, the 
Ukrainian peninsula that Moscow illegally 
annexed in 2014. (RFE/RL, based on 
reporting by Reuters and Interfax)

Zelenskyy says Europe must unify fully

President Volodymyr Zelenskyy says the 
West, and Europe in particular, must tight-
en ranks and bolster support for Ukraine in 
the face of Russia’s unprovoked war. 
Speaking at a panel at the World Economic 
Forum in Davos, Switzerland, on May 25, 
the Ukrainian leader said he was grateful 
for the financial and military aid given to 
Kyiv since Russia launched its attack in late 
February, but said cracks in Europe’s unity 

are limiting the war effort. He also reiterat-
ed Kyiv’s stance that Ukraine does not want 
to lose any territory to Russia in the war. 
“Unity is about weapons. My question is, is 
there this unity in practice? I can’t see it. 
Our huge advantage over Russia would be 
when we are truly united,” Mr. Zelenskyy 
said via video link. Mr. Zelenskyy specifical-
ly thanked the United States for its support 
while singling out Hungary, which has 
ardently opposed an EU-wide embargo on 
Russian oil imports, for stalling Europe’s 
ability to ratchet up pressure on Moscow. 
“We are on the European continent and we 
need the support of a united Europe. ... 
Hungary is not as united as rest of the EU,” 
Mr. Zelenskyy said. Mr. Zelenskyy said he 
was ready for talks, though only with 
Russian President Vladimir Putin, if 
Moscow withdrew its troops to the areas 
Russia-backed separatists were in before 
the war began on February 24. “Ukraine 
will fight until it has all its territory back,” 
Mr. Zelenskyy said. (RFE/RL, with report-
ing by dpa and AFP)

Britain approves sale of Chelsea

The British government has granted a 
license allowing the $5.33 billion sale of the 
Chelsea soccer club by the sanctioned 
Russian oligarch Roman Abramovich to a 
U.S. investment group. U.K. Sports Minister 
Nadine Dorries said in a post on Twitter on 
May 24 that the government “is satisfied 
the proceeds of the sale will not benefit 
Roman Abramovich or other sanctioned 
individuals.” “Given the sanctions we placed 
on those linked to Putin and the bloody 
invasion of Ukraine, the long-term future of 
the club can only be secured under a new 
owner,” she added. After 19 years of owner-
ship, Mr. Abramovich put the club up for 
sale in early March, weeks after Russia’s 
unprovoked invasion of Ukraine sparked 
waves of sanctions against Moscow, 
Russian oligarchs who benefitted from 
their relationships with President Vladimir 
Putin, and even on Putin’s family members, 
among others. The sale of the club, which 
had been operating under a government 
license after Mr. Abramovich’s assets were 
frozen in March, to a consortium led by Los 
Angeles Dodgers baseball club co-owner 
Todd Boehly and backed by Clearlake 
Capital, had already been approved by 
owners of the Premier League. All proceeds 
from the sale will be donated to charitable 
causes by Mr. Abramovich. (RFE/RL)

Schroeder says he won’t join Gazprom board

Former German Chancellor Gerhard 
Schroeder will not accept a nomination to 
the board of Russian energy company 
Gazprom. Mr. Schroeder said on May 24 on 
social media that he told Gazprom “some 
time ago” that he was not interested in the 
nomination. Gazprom nominated Mr. 
Schroeder for a supervisory board position 
shortly before Russia invaded Ukraine on 
February 24. The 78-year-old had been due 
to join Gazprom’s supervisory board in 
June. The longtime friend of Russian 
President Vladimir Putin has come under 
increasing international pressure to sever 
his ties with Russia’s biggest energy com-
panies since Moscow launched the inva-
sion. Within Germany, Mr. Schroeder, who 
was German chancellor from 1998-2005, 
has faced fierce criticism for years over his 
work for the companies. Gazprom has a 
majority stake in the controversial Nord 
Stream 2 pipeline from Russia to Germany, 
which was halted by Chancellor Olaf Scholz 
in one of the West’s first responses to the 
war in Ukraine. Mr. Schroeder’s announce-
ment regarding Gazprom comes four days 
after his resignation from the board of 
directors of Russian state-owned oil giant 
Rosneft. German businessman Matthias 
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Warnig also resigned from Rosneft on May 
20. Earlier this month, Mr. Schroeder had 
his right to an office at the German parlia-
ment in Berlin removed. European Union 
lawmakers separately called in a nonbind-
ing resolution for sanctions against him if 
he refused to give up lucrative board seats 
at Russian companies. (RFE/RL, with 
reporting by AFP, dpa, and Reuters)

Ukrainians split over joining NATO

A poll  conducted by the Kyiv 
International Institute of Sociology (KIIS) 
shows that 39 percent of Ukrainians 
believe that joining the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization (NATO) would guaran-
tee the nation’s security, while 42 percent 
believe that in the current environment set-
tling for security guarantees may be accept-
able. The KIIS poll asked 2,000 people 
whether it would be acceptable not to join 
the alliance if Ukraine instead received 
security guarantees from NATO countries. 
The poll was conducted May 13-18 via 

computer-assisted telephone interviews 
based on a random sample of mobile tele-
phone numbers throughout the country, 
except in Russian-occupied Crimea. 
Nineteen percent of respondents had no 
opinion or did not agree with either of the 
options. Russia has opposed Ukraine 
becoming a member of NATO and cited the 
potential of NATO expansion as one of its 
reasons for launching its invasion three 
months ago. Kyiv has been working on join-
ing the alliance for years. As Russia contin-
ues its unprovoked invasion, the possibility 
of Ukraine not joining NATO or postponing 
the process has been raised at talks 
between Kyiv and Moscow. The poll also 
showed that the population’s readiness to 
abandon the idea of joining NATO and 
instead obtaining security guarantees from 
NATO countries is supported by 35 percent 
of the population in the country’s west, 
which has been less affected by the war, 
and 50 percent in Ukraine’s eastern 
regions. At the same time, people who 
strongly support Ukraine joining NATO is 
46 percent in western regions of Ukraine 
and 25 percent in the country’s east. (RFE/
RL)

(Continued from page 14)
NEWSBRIEFS

В п’яту болючу річницю відходу у вічність нашої найдорожчої 
та незабутьної Мами, Бабусі, Прабабусі, Сестри та відомої поетеси

св. п.

Дарії Мельникович Рихтицької
будуть відправлені

Поминальні Служби Божі за душу покійної
в суботу, 4-го червня 2022 року в:

Церкві Непорочного Зачаття, Гемтремк, Мишіґен
Церкві свв. Петра і Павла, Львів, Україна

Вічна Їй Пам’ять!

Народе
Мій –
Ти не загинеш!
Крізь дим, руїни,
Бачу світлу Україну
А осінь відгорить,
Мідяним листям
Прикрасить,
Вогненні
Квіти,
Злітають
Дні, кануть
Ночі –
Яка краса!
Що забиває
Подих,
Минає все
І те – що наче
Неминуче,
Так хочеться
Любити...
А пізня осінь
Шелестить
Дощами –

І ніч тривожна
Як любов,
Відірвані
Діти
Від землі,
У піднебесні
Гори злітають,
П’ю келих
До краю –
І так згоряю,
І вік свій
Проридаю,
Колись козацькі
Могили співали,
Тому я бачу
Мою Батьківщину
Непроминаючу
Не скривавлену,
А ясністю
Покриту
З мечем в руці,
Непоборною,
Сяючу вічністю
Україну мою!...

Дарія Мельникович Рихтицька
Детройт, 29.10.2007 р.

DEATH ANNOUNCEMENTS
Death announcements should be sent to the Advertising Department  
by e-mail to advertising@ukrweekly.com or by fax to 973-644-9510.

Deadline: Monday noon before the newspaper’s date of issue.
For further information call 973-292-9800, ext. 3040.

capabilities and inflict on Russia not just 
casualties but painful frontline setbacks, 
particularly in the Kherson and Zaporizhia 
regions (Nezavisimaya Gazeta, May 18). 
Nevertheless – whether or not Ukraine can 
liberate its southern territories and then 
restore control over the devastated Donbas 
– economic rehabilitation will ultimately 
matter far more (Forbes.ua, May 11). The 
newly approved U.S. aid package, thus, 
effectively amounts to a new Marshall plan, 
which made possible the fast revival of the 
West European economies after the World 
War II. The European Union also shows 
readiness to contribute its fair share to the 
enormous task of wartime support and 
post-war reconstruction of Ukraine’s econ-
omy (Kommersant, May 19).

Russia’s economy, meanwhile, experi-
ences its own severe distortions. Official 
reassurances claim the country will expe-
rience only a “moderate” GDP contraction 
of 10-15 percent over the coming year. But 
such assertions are unverifiable because of 
the increasingly limited access to Russian 
statistical data (Kommersant, May 20). 
The trade surplus remains hefty, but it is a 
sign of weakness rather than strength 
because a significant decline in export rev-
enues is over-compensated for by the 
sharp drop in imports – not only of con-
sumer goods but primarily of machinery 
and technology (Nezavisimaya Gazeta, May 
17). Transport Minister Vitaly Savelyev 
recently admitted, in a rare moment of 
frankness, that Western sanctions have 
“practically broken all logistics in our 
country” (RBC, May 22).

The Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
sees this crisis as an opportunity to with-
draw Russia from the World Trade 
Organization (WTO), but the economic bloc 
in the government managed to persuade 
President Vladimir Putin of the self-defeat-
ing consequences of such a move (RBC, 
May 21). What matters most is the break-
down of the many supply chains feeding 
the domestic defense industry. However, 
Putin’s instruction to reenergize talks 
inside the WTO cannot possibly open a 
path to circumventing the Western sanc-
tions that cause multiple disruptions in the 
production of key Russian weapons sys-
tems (Riddle, May 16).

Pursuing a protracted war with an 
exhausted army and dysfunctional military-
industrial complex is clearly a bad strategic 

proposition. The mainstream stance among 
Moscow-based experts is still in support of 
mobilization for sustaining the “special mil-
itary operation”; only rare voices argue that 
defeat is a distinct possibility (Russian-
coun cil.ru, May 21). Even the “patriotic” 
majority has to reflect on the fact that 
Russia challenges the reunited West alone, 
while many influential states, like India or 
Brazil, prefer non-alignment and China 
grants only symbolic support (Russia in 
Global Affairs, May 20).

Expectations that Beijing would come to 
Moscow’s rescue materially have all but 
evaporated, and the main new hope is that 
an escalation in the U.S.-China confronta-
tion might demand priority attention in 
Washington, thus reducing U.S. focus on 
and support for Ukraine (Republic.ru, May 
19). President Joseph Biden’s trip to South 
Korea and Japan is wishfully assessed 
inside Russia as signifying growing likeli-
hood of such a scenario (Nezavisimaya 
Gazeta, May 19). Tensions in the conflict-
rich but war-free Indo-Pacific macro-region 
may indeed rise, but the violent crisis in 
Europe almost inadvertently produces a 
stabilizing impact. Influential Asian leaders 
become wary of delivering their countries 
into a trap similar to Putin’s fateful blunder 
that now endangers Russia’s future 
(Svoboda.org, May 20).

Ukraine still looks firmly set to defend 
its future, yet the prospect of a long war is 
inevitably exposing it to great peril. Its soci-
ety is mobilized to uphold and restore the 
country’s sovereignty, and the heroism of 
the Azovstal defenders may strengthen 
Ukrainians’ determination to fight for victo-
ry. However, the collective desire is to gain 
this victory in a matter of weeks rather 
than months, let alone years. For Ukraine, 
the need to stop missile strikes on Odesa 
and Lviv is urgent, and the task of rebuild-
ing Kharkiv, damaged by artillery barrages, 
is unpostponable. For many in the West, on 
the other hand, a years-long confrontation 
might seem to be a safer option, as Russia’s 
prolonged degradation would reduce the 
risk of the Kremlin suddenly feeling the 
need to resort to nuclear weapons. 
Procrastination could be a useful and even 
winning war strategy, but the massive U.S. 
investment in Ukraine’s resilience proves 
that the alliance of democracies can act 
more quickly and resolutely.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)

Will closure...

On May 22, France’s European affairs 
minister told French radio that any bid by 
Ukraine to join the EU would likely take at 
least 15-20 years to finalize.

“We have to be honest. If you say Ukraine 
is going to join the EU in six months, or a 
year or two, you’re lying,” Clement Beaune 
told France’s Radio J. “It’s probably in 15 or 
20 years – it takes a long time.”

Mr. Duda’s visit came as Russian forces 
stepped up offensive operations across 
broad swathes of eastern Ukraine. There 
was heavy shelling around the northeast-
ern cities of Severodonetsk and Lysy-
chansk, Ukraine’s military said.

Ukraine’s lead negotiator, presidential 
aide Mykhaylo Podolyak, told Reuters on 
May 21 that Kyiv had ruled out any cease-
fire agreement with Russia that included 
ceding any Ukrainian territory.

“The war would not stop,” he said, in the 
event of such an agreement. “It would just 
be put on pause for a time. They’ll start a 
new offensive, even more bloody and large-
scale.”

Mr. Zelenskyy said in a video address to 
the nation the same day that the war “will 
only definitively end through diplomacy.”

Meanwhile, U.S. Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken and newly appointed 
French Foreign Affairs Minister Catherine 

Colonna have agreed on the importance of 
continuing “steadfast support” for Ukraine, 
the State Department said.

The two also discussed the importance of 
“maintaining significant costs” on Russian 
President Vladimir Putin “for his war of 
choice,” a statement released on May 22 said.

The two diplomats also discussed steps 
Washington and Paris could take to best 
support Finland and Sweden’s recently 
announced bids to join the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization (NATO), decisions that 
have angered Putin, who said he invaded 
Ukraine in part to prevent the expansion of 
the Western military alliance.

“Both agreed on the need to respond to 
the urgent food security and nutrition 
needs of millions of people in vulnerable 
situations around the world, which have 
been exacerbated by Russia’s continued 
brutal war in Ukraine,” the statement said.

French President Emmanuel Macron on 
May 20 named Ms. Colonna – Paris’s cur-
rent ambassador to Britain – as foreign 
affairs minister following his reelection as 
French leader. She replaced veteran Foreign 
Affairs Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian.

(With reporting by AP and Reuters)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-poland-
duda-visit/31862055.html).

(Continued from page 3)

Ukraine again...
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Thousands gather for annual St. Thomas Sunday weekend pilgrimage
UOC-U.S.A.

SOUTH BOUND BROOK, N.J. – Thousands 
of faithful gathered at the Metropolia Center 
of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the 
U.S.A., St. Andrew Ukrainian Orthodox 
Memorial Church and St. Andrew Cemetery 
grounds to commemorate the annual St. 
Thomas Sunday pilgrimage on April 30-May 
1 in South Bound Brook, N.J.

A commemorative installation of plac-
ards featuring 550 faces of victims of 
Russia’s latest invasion of Ukraine were 
placed on the roadway that leads to St. 
Andrew Memorial Church. The images 
showed death and destruction, tortured 
bodies, tear-streaked faces, terror and 
anguish.  In the middle of each set of imag-
es was placed a candle, a candle for 225 
children slaughtered by the Russian mili-
tary since February. The children were the 
light and the salt of the earth, and were 
now being remembered by salt votive can-
dles, their flames flickering beneath the 
open sky.

Metropolitan Antony and Archbishop 
Daniel solemnly walked by the images of 
war, destruction and death. As they ascend-
ed the steps of the church, they were warm-
ly greeted by the children of the Ukrainian 
School, dressed in Ukrainian embroidery, 
who showered them with roses.

Exchanging smiles and hugs with the 
children, the hierarchs entered the narthex 
and were greeted by Lesia Siwko and Anna 
Shewchenko on behalf of the Pokrova 
Sisterhood, by parish elder Dmytro Kozlyuk 
and finally by Fr. Yurij Siwko of St. Andrew 
Memorial Church.

Expressing their gratitude for the kind 
words and their joy at being with their 
flock on the joyous St. Thomas Sunday, the 
hierarchs entered the nave, paused to ven-
erate the myrrh-streaming icon of the 
Mother of God (Kardiotissa – “the Softener 
of Hearts”) before entering the altar.

The choir of St. Andrew Ukrainian 
Orthodox Memorial Church, under the 
leadership of Dr. Michael Andrec, prayerful-
ly chanted songs and liturgical responses.

The Gospel reading was from John 
(20:19-31). The faithful heard the crux of 
the message that, like Thomas who did not 
believe until he saw and touched the 
wounds of the risen Christ, we are also 
called to not be unbelieving, but believing.

The Very Rev. Yaromyr Mykytyuk, the 
father of newly ordained Fr. Myroslav, gave 
a moving sermon on the peace of Christ 
and the need of peace in Ukraine. War and 
aggression are not from Christ, and in this 
Paschal season the clergy reminded their 
audience of the need to redouble their 
prayers and efforts at achieving peace in 
Ukraine and throughout the world.

As the divine liturgy concluded, 
Archbishop Daniel directed everyone to 
step outside to participate in a general 
Panakhyda (memorial service) for the vic-
tims of Russia’s latest aggression against 
Ukraine, the victims of the Holodomor of 
1932-1933 and additional genocides in 
Ukraine’s history, as well as those defend-
ers who have made the ultimate sacrifice in 
defense of Ukraine, all the men and women 
who served in the U.S. Armed Forces, inno-
cent lives lost as a result of the Chornobyl 
nuclear disaster in 1986, for the souls of 
the family and loved ones who had fallen 
asleep in the Lord, and for all Orthodox 
Christians throughout the world.

In his remarks prior to the beginning of 
the memorial service, Archbishop Daniel 
invited all in attendance to walk in silence 
through the rows of 550 photos displayed, 
honoring the innocent lives, yet looking at 
the photos in order to see and comprehend 
the evil of the attempted Russian invasion 
of Ukraine.

The archbishop reminded everyone in 
attendance that, while the buildings are 
destroyed throughout Ukraine, the freedom 
loving spirit of the people of God – of 
Ukrainians – cannot be destroyed and 
taken away from them. Thus, Russians will 
never conquer Ukraine, no matter how 
many times they attempt to accomplish 
their evil plan.

The archbishop spoke of the light of 
Pascha and how it destroys the darkness of 

the evil in the world. The bright day of St. 
Thomas Sunday inspires Ukrainian-
Americans – the people of faith, Ukrainian 
Orthodox faithful – to be stronger in their 
resolve to help the people of Ukraine fight 
the force of destruction.

In concluding his remarks, the archbish-
op said that the UOC-U.S.A. had collected 
over $1.9 million in humanitarian aid and it 
is actively being delivered to various com-
munities throughout Ukraine.

Consul General of Ukraine in New York 
Oleksii Holubov was in attendance and 
spoke about the consolidation of world-
wide efforts to help Ukraine. He expressed 
his gratitude to the Ukrainian American 
community for its generous support of the 
logistical and humanitarian needs of 
Ukrainians.

Local news and media representatives 
were present and reported as the hierarchs, 
followed by the clergy and faithful, came 
down the steps of the church and pro-
cessed to the Ukrainian American Veterans 
National Monument for a short prayer for 
veterans, before continuing down into Holy 
Resurrection Mausoleum underneath St. 
Andrew Memorial Church to hold a 
panakhyda, and proclaim “Christ is Risen!” at 
the tomb of Patriarch Mstyslav. Reemerging 
into the sunlight the group then made its 
way to the gravesite of Metropolitan John 
(Theodorovich) of Blessed Memory.

Having prayed for the souls of all those 
who had reposed in the Lord, the hierarchs 

returned to the church, as the clergy and 
faithful spread throughout St. Andrew 
Cemetery to visit and pray at the graves of 
parishioners, family and loved ones.

Some people wandered the cemetery to 
remember those buried there, while others 
found their way to the Ukrainian Cultural 
Center to enjoy lunch and to peruse the 
items that were for sale by local vendors.

Many others congregated in front of St. 
Andrew Memorial Church and slowly 
walked among the images and salt lamps, 
pausing to contemplate the images, to try 
and fathom the horror being perpetrated 
against innocent people, to commiserate 
with the people pictured, to try and under-
stand the incomprehensible murder of 
innocent people – men, women, the elderly 
and innocent children. The viewed images 
of the complete destruction of cities and 
towns, roads and thoroughfares, schools, 
hospitals and train stations.

The Consistory Office of Youth and 
Young Adult Ministry hosted an “Ice Cream 
Social” at St. Sophia Ukrainian Orthodox 
Theological Seminary, where young and 
younger gathered to enjoy a bowl of ice-
cream with a variety of sprinkles.

And so, with the words “Christ is Risen!” 
echoing throughout the Metropolia Center 
grounds, the faithful of the UOC-U.S.A. 
prayed for all the living, as well as for all 
who had already departed, in the knowl-
edge that this fallen world has been con-
quered by Christ!

Consul General of Ukraine in New York 
Oleksii Holubov addresses the crowd 
during the memorial service on the steps 
in front of St. Andrew Ukrainian 

Orthodox Memorial Church.

 COMMUNITY CHRONICLE

Metropolitan Antony and Archbishop Daniel, with invited clergy, offer prayers dur-
ing a memorial service in front of St. Andrew Ukrainian Orthodox Memorial Church. Children greet Metropolitan Antony and Archbishop Daniel prior to divine liturgy.

UOC-U.S.A.

Faithful view the installation of placards of 550 images and 225 candles, in honor of 
the victims of Russia’s ongoing aggression against Ukraine, leading to St. Andrew 

Ukrainian Orthodox Memorial Church.



17THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, MAY 29, 2022No. 22

Ukrainians dominate Deaflympics
Thousands of miles from their war-torn 

homes, members of the Ukrainian team 
raked in the medals at the 2021 Deaflym-
pics (held in 2022 due to the COVID-19 
pandemic). The games opened on May 1 
and concluded on May 15 in the city of 
Caxias do Sul, Brazil. Ukraine topped all of 
the nations in the competition, totaling 138 
medals, including 62 gold medals. The 
result earned them well more than double 
the medals of the second-place team from 
the United States (55). Team Ukraine 
capped off the event by winning the gold in 
men’s soccer, besting France by a 1-0 score.

Ukraine’s team was represented by 170 
athletes in 15 sports: athletics, badminton, 
basketball, beach volleyball, bullseye shoot-
ing, cycling, football, judo, karate, orienteer-
ing, swimming, table tennis, Taekwondo, 
volleyball and wrestling.  Ukraine’s best 
sports were swimming (29 medals) and 
athletics (20). This was the first time 
Ukraine exceeded 100 medals at a Deaflym-
pics. Ukraine’s previous best for gold med-
als was 21 and, this year, Ukraine won gold 
in men’s basketball for the first time.

Gold medal winner Rymma Filimoshki-
na was practicing her hammer throw in a 
yard near her house in Mariupol when 
Russia launched its full-scale war on 
Ukraine. Her neighbors thought she was 
throwing bombs at the invading enemy. In 

reality, her “weapon” was not one of 
destruction, but one which gave her the 
means of achieving an athletic triumph.

Valeriy Sushkevych, president of the 
Ukrainian Paralympic Committee, adeptly 
encapsulated Ukraine’s victorious 
moments in Brazil in comments captured 
by the French news agency AFP.

“In this event, we show the world we 
exist – we are Ukraine, a real powerful, 
independent and democratic country. One 
soldier called us and said: ‘In between bat-
tles, we support you on TV. Your fighting 
spirit in sports is very important for us.’”

A desire for peace

Ukraine has been historically strong in 
disabled sports competitions.  Its 
Paralympic program has been a world 
power thanks to some 25 years of special-
ized schools for children with disabilities in 
every region of the country, allowing them 
to practice sports programs at an early age.

Ukraine’s success at the Deaflympics is 
most symbolic as the team finished run-
ners-up in the medal count at the last three 
editions of this event, behind Russia, which 
was banned from international competition 
because of the invasion.

“I dedicate these medals to Ukraine. I’m 
very proud to represent my country,” said a 
grinning Dmytro Levin, a 24-year-old 
Kharkiv native, communicating in sign lan-
guage with AFP after winning two golds 
and a bronze in orienteering (a sport of 
navigation).

“I’m happy to have won this medal for 
Ukraine. But all I really want is peace,” said 
15-year-old Sofia Chernomorova, a bronze 
medal winner in badminton.

Not hearing sirens

Filimoshkina recalled the vibrations she 
felt with every bomb that exploded in 
Mariupol, the Ukrainian port city demol-
ished by non-stop Russian bombings.

“A lot of deaf people died because they 
didn’t hear the air raid sirens and went out-
side at the wrong time,” she said.

Teammate Julia Kysylova, a silver medal 
winner in the hammer throw, said she 
found it unbelievable that her team even 
made it to the Games.

“When the war erupted, it was impossi-
ble to train. I spent a month sheltering at 
home,” said the 25-year-old from Nova 
Kakhovka in the hard-hit region of 

Kherson. She somehow managed to flee to 
Spain, leaving her husband behind.

“It was a miracle we managed to cross 
the border. The trip took more than two 
days,” she said. “After the Games, I hope to 
go back home and be with my husband,” 
she said. “But I don’t know if that will be 
possible.”

Svitolina calls out stars

Ukrainian tennis star Elina Svitolina con-
tinues to demand that pro tennis players 
from Russia and Belarus voice their posi-
tion on the war in Ukraine or risk contin-
ued isolation from the world of sports. 
Svitolina stepped away from her sport in 
March due to persistent back pain and the 
mental strain caused by Russia’s unpro-
voked invasion of her native land. On May 
11, Svitolina told the Associated Press that 
Ukrainian tennis players “want to feel safe” 
in knowing if their opponents on the court 
support or oppose the ongoing attacks in 
Ukraine.

“For us, for Ukrainians, it’s very impor-
tant that they speak out, that they choose 
which side they take. We want to know; we 
want to feel safe about that. Because if they 
don’t say their opinion on this, we don’t 
know if they support the government, if 
they support the action of the army,” 
Svitolina explained. “Because in Russia and 
Belarus, sport is a big propaganda.”

Wimbledon organizers announced in 
April that they were banning Russian and 

Belarusian players from this year’s event 
because of Russia’s “unprecedented mili-
tary aggression” against Ukraine.

Svitolina admitted “very few” Russian 
and Belarusian players condemned the war 
in private conversations with her.

“This is very sad because many athletes 
from different countries came up to us and 
showed us their support,” she said. “That’s 
why it really hurts us, and we don’t under-
stand why exactly [Russian and Belarusian 
players] don’t.”

Svitolina expecting

Svitolina announced that she and her 
husband, Gael Monfils, are expecting their 
first child. The two have been married since 
summer 2021 and Svitolina shared the 
happy news through her social media on 
May 14.

Svitolina is four months pregnant and 
the couple are expecting a baby girl in 
October. She has not played competitive 
tennis since March, taking a break after los-
ing openers at Indian Wells and Miami. She 
will not compete at the French Open, nor 
will she accompany her husband to the 
tournament as a heel injury forced him to 
pass on Rolland Garros in 2022. It is possi-
ble that she may decide to skip the rest of 
the season and return at the start of the 
2023 Women’s Tennis Association Tour. 
This year she had a 5-8 record.

Russian gymnast Ivan Kuliak, 22, was 
banned from competition for one year 
after he wore a “Z” on his uniform while 
being awarded a bronze medal at a com-

petition in Doha, Qatar, in March.

Twitter.com/@meghamohan

Ukraine’s soccer team celebrates its championship 1-0 win against France in the final 
of the Deaflympics 2021 in Caxias do Sul, Brazil.

paralympic.org.ua

Makar just misses 30-goal season
Cale Makar’s hips sometimes lie. A gift-

ed skater, the Colorado Avalanche defense-
man has the rare ability to change direc-
tion and disguise his shot before defend-
ers realize what they’re up against. One 
might say his hips move faster than most 
players think.

If Makar doesn’t identify a passage 
between bodies and flick his wicked wrist 
shot from the point, he can skate around 
the defense and score in the grade-A areas 
just like a forward.

This is what makes Makar so special. 
He’s similar to National Hockey League 
(NHL) great Paul Coffey. This is what makes 
Makar exceptional. He’s similar to Bobby 
Orr. And this is why the 23-year-old may 

soon find himself joining their hallowed 
ranks, or short of that, alongside the likes of 
Doug Wilson, Kevin Hatcher, Mike Green, 
Phil Housley and Ray Bourque – the only 
other NHL defensemen to ever tally 30 
goals in a season.

Makar finished the regular season with 
28 goals – most among all NHL blueliners – 
and he was on pace to become the first 
30-goal defenseman since Green had 31 
goals in 2008-2009. Prior to Green’s feat, 
the same had not been accomplished since 
Hatcher’s 34 goals in 1993.

Before the pandemic again disrupted the 
NHL schedule, Makar was averaging 0.55 
goals per game, meaning he could have 
reached 30 goals in some 55 games of a full 

82 game NHL slate. The follow-up question 
would be what about 40? Coffey and Orr 
are the only defensemen to ever reach 40 
goals in a season. Coffey actually did it 
twice, including scoring a record 48 goals 
in the 1985-1986 campaign.

After an early December 4-1 win over 
Montreal in which Makar had the game-
winning goal off a long shot from the point, 
Colorado coach Jared Bednar told the 
Denver Post: “His ability this year to shoot 
the puck more, better shot selection, more 
of them going in, the ability to score from 
distance like some elite forwards in the 
league, is really good. We want to continue 
to encourage him to do that.”

Makar was without a goal through his 
first five games, then went on a tear, pro-
ducing eight goals in eight games. He twice 
had two goal games during that span in 

which he was named the league’s number 3 
star in consecutive weeks.

When asked about reaching 30 goals, he 
admitted that the milestone was a stretch, 
thinking he would not enjoy too many 
streaks with a couple of goals every night. 
He wants to continue contributing offen-
sively, so he will still look for chances when 
they arise. He is not trying to be a 30-goal-
scoring defenseman, but he thinks it may 
happen if his team is playing well.

In his third full season, Makar has scored 
48 goals in 178 career games (through the 
2021-2022 regular season). Bobby Orr had 
270 goals in only 657 games, Coffey scored 
396 in 1,409 games.

Makar is perceived as the latest genera-
tional defenseman, and one who is young 

(Continued on page 18)
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Ukrainian designer’s bikini in Sports Illustrated Swimsuit issue
by Ihor N. Stelmach

Ukrainian Natalia Fedner is a fashion designer. She fears 
for those she knows and loves in her native Ukraine, as 
well as for those she never met. Fedner reflected back on a 
fashion show in Kyiv from two years back in which she 
designed all of the clothes.

She feels tremendous heartache when viewing the show 
footage that she still has in her possession, with glamorous 
Ukrainian models posing with a beautiful Ukraine behind 
them. She guesses these same models are currently hiding, 
scared for their lives.

These days, Fedner is using her platform to raise aware-
ness about war relief efforts. Part of her platform includes 
the annual Sports Illustrated Swimsuit issue, which hit 
newsstands on May 20. The gold medal bikini was 
designed by Fedner, a Los Angeles-based designer born in 
Ukraine. She actually creates metal gowns and clothing, 
but was always asked to make a metal bikini. She adamant-
ly states that the design is not a suit to swim in.

This is Fedner’s third year in the Sports Illustrated 
Swimsuit issue. The 2022 issue includes famous faces on 
the cover, such as television star Kim Kardashian, singer 
Ciara, the mother of Elon Musk model Maye Musk and 
Japanese-Dutch model/musician Yumi Nu.

Fedner launched her label eight years ago, but her 
designs have only recently gained the attention of celebri-
ties. Her slinky dresses and tank tops are created from a 
patented metal “chainmail,” shimmy-friendly and com-
pletely curve-skimming. They have become popular head-
turners on red carpets or on stages. Cardi B, Jennifer 
Lopez, Beyonce, Kylie Jenner, Megan Thee Stallion and 
Alicia Keys are fans of her designs.

Fedner began her fashion career studying at the Parsons 
School of Design in New York City. She entered a contest 
between the Fashion Institute of Design and Parsons, sub-
mitting a piece of knitwear. She only knew how to knit by 
hand, but quickly learned to knit on a loom. Her first piece 
was a tank top and her love for knitwear blossomed. She 
credits her Ukrainian parents for her love of experimenting 
with metal. Her mother was a computer engineer in Soviet 
Ukraine who had her own artistic talents. At an early age 
Fedner loved taking things apart and figuring out how they 
worked. Her father, also a Soviet-era engineer, played a 
familial role in her experimenting with circuitry and LEDs 
with apparel, trying to figure out how to create something 
different in a uniquely beautiful way.

In an August 2021 interview with Vogue, Fedner 
described her passion as “this perpetual engineering chal-
lenge, and I definitely get off on it.”

She makes her signature creations out of her own pat-
ented six-way stretch metal. The material she uses stretch-
es from right to left, up and down, but also from the front 
and the back. This final stretch further permits Fedner’s 
pieces to mold to the body, meaning that the same piece 
can fit someone from size 0 to size 18. Another scientific 
element of her designs is the use of copper, a metal which 
takes on the heat of the wearer in 10-15 seconds, thus 
molding to the body even more.

Fedner first realized her pieces could expand and con-
tract on varying body types in 2015 when musician Lenny 
Kravitz’ stylist, Rodney Burns, requested a tank top. Fedner 
offered Burns a gold minidress that was based on a dress 
made for Jennifer Lopez’s “Booty” music video. Burns had 
a male employee at his Los Angeles Church Boutique try 
the dress on, and Fedner concluded that her creations 
could be worn by men, too. Her pieces became unisex, add-
ing a whole different dimension to her fashion line. The 
dress was modified into a male tank top and was worn by 
Kravitz when he performed at the 2015 Super Bowl.

In February 2021, singer Cardi B wore a bikini and 
T-shirt dress made from more than 1,300 feet of chain 
metal that she featured on her Instagram. In July 2021, 
Megan Thee Stallion wore a chain and crystal gown with a 
silver chain thong to the Sports Illustrated Swimsuit issue 
launch. Her gown took over 1,800 feet of silver chain to 
construct. Her leg chains were made from 40 feet of vin-
tage Swarovski silver chain. Alicia Keys wore a corset 
embellished with resin in an effort to give a frozen effect to 
the Billboard Music Awards in July 2021. It took Fedner 
two weeks to create the Keys corset.

Fedner’s swimwear line made its debut at Miami Swim 
Week in 2021. The line immediately turned heads, even 
though one cannot actually swim in the skimpy bikinis. 
While Fedner’s metal wear has been a favorite among 
celebrities, her knitwear, often made of deadstock silk chif-
fon, started to gain some traction in the industry.

After two tough years surviving the pandemic, people, 
especially celebrities, were ready to go out, live their lives 
and show off their bodies “with a little bit of shine.”

Since early March, Fedner has been busy rallying to sup-
port those affected by the war in Ukraine. She left the 
country as a religious refugee at age 5. She has been work-
ing with her local Los Angeles community to assist those 
affected by the war. In late March, she organized an Action 
for Ukraine fundraiser and amplified calls for help among 
those on the ground in Ukraine. For her the war is very 
personal, as she knows specific people, their families and 
where they live in Ukraine. She spent time in some of the 
areas that are now being bombed.

For Fender, her memories of the kindness that she 
received as a refugee years back spur her on to help those 
Ukrainians who are currently in need. For more informa-
tion on Fedner’s work, readers may visit her website, 
www.nataliafedner.com

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@sfgsports.com.

A bikini designed by Natalia Fender of Ukraine was fea-
tured in the Sports Illustrated Swimsuit issue.

www.NataliaFedner.com

enough that his full potential has not yet 
been realized. He can go several games 
without scoring a goal and then bang in a 
couple in one game. The Avalanche implore 
him to shoot the puck and not defer to his 
teammates, even top-line forwards. He is 
considered to be equally as dangerous 
when he gets into scoring areas and his 
coaches want him to blast away.

Count on this young Ukrainian to contin-
ue to shoot and score.

On path to greatness

It is a special time to be a hockey fan. 
Alex Ovechkin is chasing down Wayne 
Gretzky’s all-time goals record (Although 
how do Ukrainians really feel about this?) 
and Connor McDavid is prepared to carry 
the torch for the next decade or so as one of 
the very best to ever play the game. While 
this is going down, consider that Makar 
may be one of the most productive players 
ever at his position.

His current (as of April 30) 1.01 points 
per game ranks him fifth all-time among 
defensemen, trailing Orr, Coffey, Denis 
Potvin and Bourque. Orr is light years 
ahead at 1.39 points per game, but Makar 
could realistically catch and surpass Coffey 
(1.087), Potvin (0.992) and Bourque (0.98) 
if he maintains his upward trajectory as he 
matures into his prime seasons. With 28 
goals and 86 points in 77 games in 2021-

2022, Makar is producing well over a point 
per game, a feat that is extremely rare for a 
defenseman.

It is relevant to note that Makar is far 
from fully formed and is only learning the 
nuance of his position. Raw skill and 
instinct along with a system that suits him 
have assisted the youngster to this point, 
making him arguably one of the best play-
ers at his position.

One major development in Makar’s pro-
gression is that he’s now letting the game 
come to him. Seeing this clearer grasp on 
nuance and his own capabilities, coach 
Bednar has become more comfortable giv-

ing the super talented defender more min-
utes, including time on the penalty kill. 
Makar can now maintain his high standard 
for longer. Twenty-five minutes of Makar is 
better than 20 minutes, right?

His increased role, which will continue 
to round out, should help his production 
increase, let alone remain level. His produc-
tion will go hand-in-hand with his resisting 
the urge to defer to his teammates, instead 
letting the puck go when he skates into 
scoring areas.

Leschshyn a valuable forward

In the recently concluded 2021-2022 

NHL season, Jake Leschyshyn played in 41 
games with the Vegas Golden Knights, 
scored two goals (his first ever NHL goal 
on November 13 in a 7-4 win over 
Vancouver) and registered four assists for 
a total of six points. He plays a high inten-
sity game that helps his team in the offen-
sive zone. His speed helps create chances 
to score and he has shown that he has 
good vision with the puck on his stick. He 
has consistently made very good passes 
that have led to scoring opportunities for 
his linemates.

More importantly, he has shown he can 
more than adequately fulfill a team role: 
that of a strong forechecker. The young 
Ukrainian has played a tough game defen-
sively and as a strong forechecker. He’s 
averaged close to a hit and a blocked shot a 
game, which are pretty impressive num-
bers for a forward.

His value and talent have seemed to go 
underrated the first months of the 2021-
2022 season. The 22-year-old was not even 
listed on Vegas’ depth chart in training 
camp, but he nonetheless made the team 
out of camp. He had been assigned to the 
club’s taxi squad and had also appeared in 
32 games with Henderson of the American 
Hockey League where he netted 13 goals 
and 26 points.

Jake is the son of Curtis Leschyshyn who 
played in 1,033 games in the NHL with 
seven different franchises.

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@
sfgsports.com.

Cale Makar is a defenseman with the 
Colorado Avalanche.

Jake Leschyshyn is a center for the Vegas 
Golden Knights.

hockeydb.com

(Continued from page 17)

Pro hockey...
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Through Art exhibit, “Antiqvitas Nova: Levkas, Etchings, 
June 19 Sculpture and Gessography,” featuring works by Oleh and 
New York Alexander Denysenko, Ukrainian Institute of America, 
 www.ukrainianinstitute.org or 212-288-8660 

June 3 Concert for Ukraine, MetLive Arts, The Met Fifth
New York Avenue, The Grace Rainey Rogers Auditorium, 
 212-570-3949 or meteventtix@metmuseum.org

June 4 Ukrainian Relief Garden Tour, Ukrainian National
Brick, NJ Women’s League of America (Branch 98), 732-492-3408

June 4-5 Ukrainian Festival, St. Michael the Archangel Ukrainian
Jenkintown, PA  Catholic Church, www.mykhailivka.org

June 5 125th anniversary celebration, Ss. Peter and Paul
Ansonia/Orange, CT Ukrainian Catholic Church, Grassy Hill Country Club, 
 860-214-2931

June 5 Ukrainian benefit concert, Ukrainian Congress Committee
Uniondale, NY of America (Long Island branch), St. Vladimir Ukrainian
 Catholic Church parish center, 516-754-7655 or
 ucca.lichapter@gmail.com

June 5 Presentation by Tatiana Durbak, “Free Legal Clinic on 
Whippany, NJ Ukrainian TPS,” Ukrainian American Cultural Center 
 of New Jersey, mkoziupa@outlook.com

June 7 Free legal clinic for those seeking Temporary Protected
Jenkintown, PA Status, Ukrainian Educational and Cultural Center, 
 www.ueccphila.org

June 9 Film screening and discussion, “Julia Blue” by Roxy
New York Toporowych, Ukrainian Institute of America, 
 www.ukrainianinstitute.org

June 11 Benefit concert for Ukraine, “O Vos Omnes,” Lotus
Trenton, NJ Project and Capital Philharmonic of New Jersey, St. Mary
  Byzantine Catholic Church, www.thelotusproject.org

June 11-12 Maker’s Market, Ukrainian Institute of Modern Art, 
Chicago www.uima-chicago.org

June 15 Film screening, “Ukrainians in Quebec, 1890-1945,” 
Lachine, Quebec by Yurij Luhovy, Lachine Historical Society,
 www.yluhovy.com or 514-481-5871

June 18 Art exhibit, “Michel Andreenko: Revisited,” featuring
Chicago works by Michel Andreeko and Ukrainian artists in Paris,
 Ukrainian Institute of Modern Art, www.uima-chicago.org

June 19 Father’s Day Heritage Fest, Ukrainian American Sport
Horsham, PA  Center – Tryzub, www.tryzub.org or info@tryzub.org

July 15-17 Support Ukraine Festival, Soyuzivka Heritage Center,
Kerhonkson, NY www.soyuzivka.com or 845-626-5641

July 27-31 75th Convention of the Ukrainian Orthodox League, Ss. 
Carnegie, PA Peter and Paul UOL Chapter, orthodoxcarnegie.org or 
 uolofusa.org

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

Curling athletes in Utah

Polina Putintseva is thousands of miles 
away from her family in Ukraine. She 
speaks with them every day and the family 
is grateful for the opportunity to communi-
cate with her on a regular basis. Her family 
is even happier that she was able to come 
to America.

Yaroslav Shchur’s brother and mother 
are still in Ukraine, trying to survive the 
war with Russia. Curling takes his mind off 
thinking and worrying about his family’s 
predicament. His mental focus is on his 
sport as he tries to perform to the best of 
his ability.

The Utah Olympic Legacy Foundation 
reached out to the National Olympic 
Committee of Ukraine in March to offer 
Utah’s facilities to displaced athletes. In 
May, nine Olympic curling athletes from 
Ukraine arrived in Salt Lake City to stay for 
two months. At the end of May, 40 freestyle 
skiers, coaches and family members will 
arrive to stay and train in Park City, Utah.

“Their country and their families are in 
the middle of a conflict,” said Colin Hilton, 
the president and chief executive officer of 
the Utah Olympic Legacy Foundation, in an 
interview with Fox 13 of Salt Lake City. 
“And that was our thinking, to say, ‘Can we 
provide a safe and warm and welcoming 
environment for them to still do those little 
things to help the team keep focused on 
training and get their minds off this horri-
ble conflict that’s going on?’”

The curling team will be practicing at the 
Olympic Oval in Kearns, Utah, and staying 
at the University of Utah campus. All of the 
athletes’ needs will be fully covered by the 
Utah Legacy Foundation and the 
Community Foundation of Utah.

Russian gymnast banned

Ivan Kuliak, the Russian gymnast who 

climbed the podium at the Apparatus 
World Cup in March wearing a pro-war 
symbol, has been officially banned from 
competition for one full year. The 22-year-
old taped a “Z” symbol to his clothing prior 
to taking the podium in Doha, Qatar, after 
winning the bronze medal in the parallel 
bars event.

The “Z” symbol, which has been used to 
show support for Russia’s war on Ukraine, 
was placed directly in the middle of 
Kuliak’s chest as he stood alongside 
Ukrainian gymnast Illia Kovtun, who was 
the gold medal winner.

Following the incident, the International 
Gymnastics Federation (FIG) asked the 
Gymnastics Ethics Foundation (GEF) to 
open disciplinary proceedings against 
Kuliak for his shocking behavior on the 
podium, according to a March statement 
reported on by CNN. The statement also 
confirmed that FIG had adopted further 
measures against Russia and Belarus, 
including the ban of athletes and judges 
from both countries to participate in FIG 
competitions.

On May 17, the Disciplinary Commission 
Panel of the Gymnastics Ethics Foundation 
decided on disciplining Kuliak. The founda-
tion issued a statement confirming Kuliak’s 
disqualification from the Doha FIG 
Apparatus World Cup. He was ordered to 
return both his bronze medal and his prize 
money. Kuliak will also be responsible for 
contributing to the cost of the proceedings, 
estimated to be $2,500.

According to the official statement, 
Kuliak “breached the FIG Statutes, the FIG 
Code of Discipline, the FIG Code of Ethics 
and the FIG Code of Conduct by wearing 
the letter ‘Z’ on his singlet during the 
competition and the award ceremony at 
the FIG Apparatus World Cup in March 
2022.”

Kuliak was granted a 21-day window to 
appeal the decision.

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@
sfgsports.com.

(Continued from page 17)
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electronic intelligence system – Liana – 
which consists of five Lotos and one Pion-
NKS satellites. The system is used mostly 
for naval intelligence. Lotos satellites are 
equipped with passive radar surveillance 
systems, but the Pion-NKS (Cosmos 2550) 
has an active radar system (Izvestia, March 
6, 2021). In orbit since June 2021, Pion-
NKS represents the most advanced satellite 
of the Liana constellation, and Russia could 
theoretically be using it in the war against 
Ukraine. Yet, as in the case of the Kondor 
satellite, the lone Pion-NKS’s contribution 
to Russian combat activity in Ukraine is 
presumedly low.

In total, therefore, Russia’s existing 
space intelligence capabilities consist of 
only 12 satellites, limiting the effective use 
of high-precision weapons and aviation. 
For comparison, the Russian military stud-
ied the United States’ experience during the 
campaign in Iraq in 2003 and found that 
the U.S. military relied on almost 30 recon-
naissance, surveillance and intelligence sat-
ellites of different types, including those 
provided by the allies and by private com-
panies (Zarubezhnoe Voennoe Obozrenie, 
number 11, 2003). Russia faces several 
challenges today. It is not able to produce 
satellites that match even the quality of U.S. 
assets dating to the early 2000s; its satellite 
constellations suffer from operational 
problems; and Moscow still has not devel-
oped an orbital-based analysis system or a 
means to effectively distribute the informa-
tion collected by its satellites. But even if it 
could address all these shortcomings, 
Russia simply does not have enough satel-
lites for a war of such scale. Moreover, the 
Iraqi forces were much less combat capable 
in 2003 than the current Ukrainian Armed 
Forces, and the battlefield environment of 
Iraq was less urbanized and less populated 
than today’s Ukraine.

The priority for the Russian military 
space program over the previous decade 
was to fill the gap in communications, and 
the country has 45 military communication 
satellites in orbit today. More than 30 of 
them have exceeded their warranted life-
time, however, like the Strela-3 and Rodnik 
constellations (Strela-3 satellites aged out 
of service many years ago and are likely 

hardly usable now). However, Russia 
deployed six Meridian satellites into a 
Molniya orbit and four Blagovest satellites 
into geo-stationary orbit in the 2010s. The 
Russian Armed Forces additionally rely on 
advanced civilian satellite communication 
systems: 14 Express geostationary satel-
lites belonging to the state-owned Russian 
Satellite Communication Company, 5 Yamal 
geostationary satellites belonging to 
Gazprom (Bastion, December 26, 2020) 
and 18 of Roscosmos’s Gonets low-orbit 
satellites. The total capacity of the Gonets 
system is much lower than 40,000 consum-
ers (Roscosmos, March 12). Considering 
that the number of Russian troops engaged 
in the 2022 reinvasion of Ukraine may have 
reached as high as 190,000 (BBC News, 
February 23) and these troops attacked 
from five different directions, Russian satel-
lite communication capacity certainly 
would not have been high enough to sup-
port effective warfare.

Moreover, the speed of a typical Russian 
ground-based satellite communication ter-
minal is 32-4,096 kilobits per second 
(kbit/s) in the Ku-band and 32-1,024 
kbit/s in the C-band (Bastion, December 
26, 2020). So even if Russia possessed 
more satellites and each Russian battalion 
tactical group operated a dedicated satellite 
communication terminal, the total Russian 
satellite communication bandwidth would 
be several times higher than the United 
States and its allies had during Operation 
Desert Storm in 1991, but several times 
lower than the U.S. and its allies used dur-
ing Operation Iraqi Freedom over a decade 
later (Nps.edu, September 2008). Finally, 
Russian military communications are orga-
nized as a vertically oriented hierarchy, 
with the National Defense Operations 
Center at the top, rather than a true net-
work-centric system. This set-up, common 
to many dictatorial countries, further 
undermines Russia’s already insufficient 
satellite communication system, reducing 
its battlefield utility. Thus, the highly cen-
tralized political system President Vladimir 
Putin is trying to preserve plays its own 
role in reducing the usability of Russian 
military satellites.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)
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