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As war enters third month, Ukrainians continue fundraising

RFE/RL
Russian forces have taken control of most of the 

key Donbas city of Severodo netsk amid fierce house-
to-house fighting as Kyiv awaits delivery of crucial 
advanced U.S. and German weaponry that Moscow 
warned would “pour gas on the fire” in the war in 
eastern Ukraine.

Ukrainian forces are holding just 20 percent of 
Severodonetsk, with the Russians controlling more 
than 60 percent, while the rest has become “no-man’s 
land,” Oleksandr Stryuk, the Ukrainian head of the city 
administration, said on June 1.

Mr. Stryuk, who declined to give his location, said 
the Ukrainians fighting pitched battles in the city still 
hope that they can prevent Russia taking full control.

“The 20 percent is being fiercely defended by our 
armed forces,” Mr. Stryuk said.

“We have hope that despite everything we will free 
the city and not allow it to be completely occupied,” 
he said, adding that 12,000 to 13,000 people were 
trapped in the city without food or water.

“Part of the Ukrainian troops” have now “retreated 
to more advantageous, pre-prepared positions,” said 
Serhiy Hayday, the head of the Luhansk regional mili-
tary administration, while other troops continue 
“fighting inside the city.”

Oleksandr Motuzyanyk, spokesman for Ukraine’s 
Defense Ministry, said there was fighting in the streets 
in Severodonetsk and the Russians had reached the 
city center.

“The Ukrainian armed forces are actively resisting 
them,” he said.

If the Russians take control of Severo donetsk, “they 
will install artillery and mortars and will increase 

Russians now said to control  
most of Severodonetsk,  

as Kyiv awaits critical weapons

(Continued on page 11)

by Mark Raczkiewycz

LVIV-KYIV, Ukraine – Moscow’s genocidal war against 
Ukraine entered its 100th day on June 3 as Russian forces 
continued to advance in the country’s eastern territories 
known as the Donbas.

About 90 percent of the easternmost region of Luhansk 
has been taken, the local military administration head, 
Serhiy Haydai, said in a Telegram post.

British defense intelligence reported that Russia has 

taken control of most of Severodonetsk, the Donbas 
region’s biggest city not fully in Moscow’s grasp. But Kyiv 
still holds a part of the city and it likely still controls the last 
remaining road out of town, the report said. That road 
leads to the twin regional city of Lysychansk across the 
Siversky Donets River.

In addition, Lysychansk stands on higher ground, which 
gives Ukraine “many opportunities” to repel Russian 

More weapons pledged for Ukraine,  
while Russia makes gains in the east

(Continued on page 12)

Members of Ukraine’s 44th Separate Artillery Brigade operate a U.S.-provided M777, a 155-milimeter self-pro-
pelled howitzer in the war zone against invading Russian forces.

Armed Forces of Ukraine

Zelenskyy reveals Ukraine’s current daily casualty numbers

by Roman Tymotsko

LVIV – Since Russia launched its full-
scale war on Ukraine on February 24, peo-
ple throughout the country have had to 
make the difficult choice of either fleeing 
their homeland or staying to help with the 
war effort, either as warriors who have 
taken up arms or as volunteers who are 
doing what they can to support their coun-
try’s military.

Over the course of three months, many 
Ukrainians have mastered the art of fund-
raising, finding creative ways to raise 
money for the cause, while others have 
simply auctioned off their valuables.

Eurovision trophy

Members of the Ukrainian band Kalush 
Orchestra, which won this year’s 
Eurovision song contest, decided they 
would sell their crystal prize. They got 

$900,000 for the trophy, which they donat-
ed to the Armed Forces of Ukraine.

The crystal microphone, which was pre-
sented to the musicians on the stage of the 
competition in Turin, Italy, was sold at auc-
tion on Facebook. Famed Ukrainian televi-
sion presenter Serhiy Prytula’s charitable 
foundation, named after Mr. Prytula, orga-
nized the auction and managed the funds.

“Friends, you are incredible! We are 
grateful to each of you who donated money 
to this auction, especially to the Whitebit 
team, who bought the cup for $900,000 
and have become the trophy owners. Glory 
to Ukraine! Glory to the Armed Forces of 
Ukraine,” the Kalush band wrote on their 
Facebook page.

In addition, the iconic pink Panama hat 
worn by the band’s lead singer, Oleg Psiuk, 
when he performed at the Eurovision con-

Serhiy Prytula (right, in pink hat) and other members of the band Kalush Orchestra 
announced the winner of an auction for a crystal microphone (far left) which the 
band won at the 2022 Eurovision song contest in Turin, Italy. The band decided to 
auction the prize in order to raise money for the Armed Forces of Ukraine. The auc-

tion raised $900,000.

Facebook live feed screenshot

(Continued on page 11)
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U.S. agrees to send rocket systems

U.S. President Joe Biden has agreed to 
provide Ukraine with advanced rocket sys-
tems that can strike with precision at tar-
gets up to 80 kilometers away. “We will 
provide the Ukrainians with more 
advanced rocket systems and munitions 
that will enable them to more precisely 
strike key targets on the battlefield in 
Ukraine,” Mr. Biden wrote in a guest essay 
in The New York Times on May 31. Mr. 
Biden said Russia’s invasion of Ukraine will 
end through diplomacy, but the United 
States must provide significant weapons 
and ammunition to give Ukraine the high-
est leverage at the negotiating table. The 
United States agreed to provide the high-
mobility artillery rocket systems, known as 
HIMARS, after Ukraine gave “assurances” 
that it will not use the missiles to strike 
inside Russia, a senior administration offi-
cial said. The official told reporters that the 
HIMARS have a range longer than the how-
itzers currently deployed by Ukraine. They 
will be part of a $700 million weapons 
package unveiled on June 1. The weapons 
package also includes ammunition, counter 
fire radars, a number of air surveillance 
radars, additional Javelin anti-tank missiles, 
as well as anti-armor weapons, the admin-
istration official said. But the HIMARS are 
the centerpiece of the package, and the 
pledge to send them comes as the 
Ukrainians are battling Russian artillery in 
the Donbas region. Ukrainian forces could 
use the rocket systems to both intercept 
Russian artillery and take out Russian posi-
tions in towns where fighting is intense, 
such as Severodonetsk. Russia has been 
making incremental progress as it tries to 
take the remaining sections of the Donbas 
not already controlled by Russian-backed 
separatists. (RFE/RL, with reporting by 
Reuters, AFP, AP and The New York Times)

Pope warns of weaponizing food

Pope Francis has warned that food can-
not become a weapon in the war Russia has 
launched against Ukraine. The 85-year-old 
pontiff said during a regular audience on St. 
Peter’s Square in the Vatican on June 1 that 
a blockade of grain exports from Ukraine, 
which millions of people depend on, espe-

cially in the poorest countries, “is causing 
grave concern.” “Please, one does not use 
grain, a basic food, as a weapon in war,” he 
said, adding that everything must be done 
to solve the problem and guarantee peo-
ple’s basic right to food staples. Since 
Russia invaded Ukraine on February 24, it 
has blockaded Ukraine’s ports, halting the 
shipment of thousands of tons of grain 
from one of the world’s largest suppliers. 
Ukrainian officials have also accused Russia 
of stealing grain stocks from Ukraine and 
shipping them back home. On June 1, the 
Kremlin said sanctions imposed on Russia 
by the West, and moves by Ukraine, were to 
blame for the potential food crisis. (RFE/
RL, based on reporting by dpa and TASS)

Russian lawmakers expelled

Two Russian lawmakers in the far east-
ern region of Primorye Krai have been 
thrown out of the Communist Party’s fac-
tion in the regional parliament after they 
called on President Vladimir Putin to stop 
military operations in Ukraine and with-
draw all troops, in what was a rare display 
of political protest in Russia. The second 
secretary of the Communist Party in the 
region, Yevgeny Lyashenko, said on May 31 
that Leonid Vasyukevich and Gennady 
Shulga had been expelled from the party’s 
faction for what he called “actions that dis-
credit the party,” adding that the two law-
makers were not members of the 
Communist Party, although they were in its 
parliamentary faction. The decision to 
exclude the lawmakers was supported by 
the faction’s members unanimously. 
Messrs. Vasyukevich and Shulga were not 
present at the gathering. Two other mem-
bers of the regional parliament, Natalya 
Kochugova and Aleksandr Sustov, were offi-
cially reprimanded for supporting Messrs. 
Vasyukevich and Shulga. Mr. Vasyukevich 
told the daily Kommersant that he and Mr. 
Shulga will continue to serve in the parlia-
ment as independent lawmakers. On May 
27, Mr. Vasyukevich read out a statement 
he said was signed by him and three other 
lawmakers, calling on Putin to stop the war 
in Ukraine. The statement said that, as 
Russian troops are suffering significant 

(Continued on page 10)

 NEWS ANALYSIS

by Sergey Sukhankin
Eurasia Daily Monitor

Two government documents – “On the 
development of the Arctic zone and ensur-
ing national security until 2035” (Pravo.
gov.ru, October 26, 2020) and “Energy 
Strategy 2035” (ES-2035) (Minenergo.gov.
ru, accessed May 29) – outline Russia’s 
vision on its role, place and ambitions in 
the Arctic macro-region. Aside from other 
aspects, these documents argue that for 
Russia to preserve its dominance over the 
northern polar region, two strategic goals 
must be achieved. First is exploiting the 
macro-region’s economic potential, which 
is to be primarily accomplished through an 
intensification of exports of non-renewable 
energy resources and liquefied natural gas 
(LNG) in particular. Second is capitalizing 
on the local transportation potential of the 
region, first and foremost establishing the 
Northern Sea Route (NSR) maritime corri-
dor (which follows Russia’s northern coast 
and links Europe with the Asia-Pacific) as 
an alternative to the Suez Canal. According 
to the Russian side, the implementation of 
both of these measures will assist Russia in 
its strategic reorientation toward the eco-
nomically booming Indo-Pacific macro-
region – the so-called “Pivot to Asia” – with 
China becoming Russia’s key trade and geo-
political partner.

Prior to the outbreak of Russia’s full-
scale aggression against Ukraine on 

February 24, the energy-related aspects of 
Russian Arctic strategy looked as if they 
were beginning to bear fruit. In January, 
Russia’s gas giant Novatek concluded a 
long-term deal with China’s ENN Natural 
Gas and Zhejiang Energy, committing to 
supply 1 million tons of LNG per annum to 
the Chinese market for the next 15 years. 
Earlier, in February 2021, Novatek had 
signed another LNG contract with the 
Chinese Shenergy Group (Oilexp.ru, 
January 11). Yet, Russia’s unprovoked war 
against its neighbor seemingly halted – if 
not effectively crippled – the Kremlin’s 
ambitious plans. And Russia now faces four 
serious challenges:

The first is Western sanctions on 
advanced technology, including compo-
nents or industrial processes required for 
LNG production. The European Union’s 
fifth sanctions package specifically bars 
European Union producers from supplying 
Russia (directly and indirectly) with such 
technologies. It is worth noting that, after 
2014 (following Russia’s forcible annexa-
tion of Ukraine’s Crimean Peninsula), the 
world’s largest industrial gas company, 
German Linde, continued to provide 
Russian industry with indispensable tech-
nologies vital for the production of LNG. 
But now, assuming the latest sanctions can-
not be evaded, Russia is likely to encounter 
grave obstacles to completing the strategic 

by Richard Arnold
Eurasia Daily Monitor

The Russian far right is heavily divided 
on both the pretext and the present course 
of the Kremlin’s large-scale war against 
Ukraine, yet this split is weighted in favor of 
the pro-imperial position.

The systemic “nationalist” opposition – 
primarily represented by the Rodina 
(Motherland) Party and the critically mis-
named Liberal Democratic Party of Russia 
(LDPR) – has been seemingly unanimous in 
its support of the war. State Duma (lower 
chamber of the Russian parliament) deputy 
Alexei Zhuralev, who chairs the Rodina 
Party, proclaimed that the “liberated” terri-
tories in Ukraine should enter the ruble 
zone quickly. As he noted earlier this 
month, “The population was frightened by 
the idea that Russia would leave and in its 
place would come the soldiers of the 
Armed Forces of Ukraine, furious after 
heavy losses and defeats. And now it has 
become absolutely clear that the liberated 

territories will return to Russia” (Rodina.ru, 
May 19). Before he died in April, the LDPR’s 
quasi-fascist leader, Vladimir Zhirinovsky, 
responded “with great enthusiasm” to the 
news about the Russian “special military 
operation” against Ukraine (as the war 
must legally be referred to in Russia). 
Speaking on behalf of the ill Mr. Zhiri-
novsky, LDPR press secretary Alexander 
Diupin said that “he believes Russia will 
overcome any difficulties, win and prosper” 
(T.me/mllegion1, May 15).

Russia’s non-systemic far right opposi-
tion, on the other hand, is more evenly split 
(Sova-center.ru, April 11). Eduard Limo-
nov’s branch of the unregistered political 
party The Other Russia, for instance, has 
seemingly patriotic “Z” imagery plastered 
all over its social media accounts and held a 
meeting in Moscow, on March 14, with a 
soldier who “returned from Kharkiv” (Vk.
com/drugoross, March 11). In a statement, 
the party wrote that “under the pressure of 
external circumstances, President Vladimir 
Putin decided to launch a military opera-
tion to liberate Ukraine. The National 
Bolshevik movement has been in opposi-
tion to Putin since the start of his presiden-
cy … [but] we without reservation support 
the Russian army, our soldiers” (Vk.com/
drugoross, March 9). Likewise, the organi-
zation Male State (which sometimes styles 
itself as “Male Legion” and has been crimi-
nally banned for inciting violence) has a 
Telegram channel filled with anti-Ukrainian 
messages and prominent displays of the 
jingoistic “Z” symbol (T.me/mllegion1, May 
15).

Whereas, other members of the Russian 
“non-systemic” opposition are clearly 

Russia’s Arctic strategy melting 
under scorch of sanctions

The Russian far right and the war in Ukraine
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Correction
The article “UNA holds 40th Regular 

Convention, elects new president and 
Corporate Board of Directors” in the May 
29 issue of The Ukrainian Weekly incor-
rectly stated that the Fraternal Advisory 
Board of the Ukrainian National 
Association (UNA) will have nine mem-
bers.  That board will have six members.  
This article also contained incorrect spell-
ings of the names of several individuals. 
Further corrections to the record, as well 
as additional coverage of the UNA’s 40th 
Regular Convention, will be published in 
the June 12 issue of The Ukrainian Weekly. (Continued on page 10)

(Continued on page 6)
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Can Western artillery stop Russia’s progress in the Donbas?
by Todd Prince

RFE/RL

WASHINGTON – Over the past several weeks, Russian 
troops have slowly expanded their control of territory in the 
Donbas, pounding Ukrainian defense forces with artillery 
bombardments and reducing towns and villages to rubble.

Setbacks for the Ukrainian military in the east contrast 
with the course of the war in the weeks after Russia’s 
February 24 invasion, when Kyiv’s forces kept the attack-
ing troops out of the capital and other key cities, picking off 
Russian tanks with anti-armor weapons.

Russia has since concentrated its forces in the east for a 
large-scale artillery fight reminiscent of World War II bat-
tles. Experts say Moscow hopes to take advantage of hav-
ing the upper hand in terms of manpower and weapons, 
something visible in its nonstop bombardments of 
Ukrainian forces in the Donbas in recent days.

Now the West is taking steps to arm Ukraine for the new 
reality of the war before it is too late. On June 1, U.S. 
President Joe Biden’s administration formally announced a 
new tranche of military aid totaling $700 million that 
includes powerful high-mobility artillery rocket systems, 
or HIMARS, capable of pulverizing enemy forces from 
miles away.

Likening the artillery war in the Donbas to two boxers 
slugging it out in the ring, a senior North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO) official said on condition of anonymi-
ty on May 30 that the outcome will depend on “who has 
more rounds of artillery ammunition, who has more rock-
ets, who has more people to actually put on the ground in 
the fight.”

With Russia close to capturing the whole of the Luhansk 
Oblast, one of two provinces that make up the Donbas, the 
West is hoping to change the tide of the fighting. Russian 
President Vladimir Putin has made capturing the Donbas a 
key military aim.

Russia currently has about 110 battalion tactical groups 
(BTGs) in Ukraine, according to the United States. Each 
group could have six to eight artillery pieces such as howit-
zers or rocket launchers, Mark Cancian, a retired U.S. 
Marines colonel and a senior adviser at the Washington-
based Center for Strategic and International Studies, told 
RFE/RL, an estimate that would put the total as high as 
900 with the majority concentrated in the Donbas.

Wesley Clark, NATO’s supreme allied commander in 
Europe from 1997-2000, warned last week that Ukrainian 
forces lack the artillery to fight the new phase of the war 
effectively and said Western military aid was so far “insuffi-
cient” to drive the Russian forces back.

“Ukraine needs to be further reinforced. It has the fight-
ing capacity and the determination to force the Russians 
out; it does not have the means,” he told RFE/RL in an 
interview on May 27.

“This is a fight that could be lost,” he said.
Ukraine’s military industry has been partially crippled 

by missile attacks since Russia launched the full-scale inva-
sion, undermining its defense capabilities.

And the Ukrainian military is also lacking ammunition 
for its Soviet-made artillery, including its 152-milimeter 
howitzers, hindering its ability to destroy Russian weapons.

Globally, the largest suppliers of such ammunition are 
Russia and China, according to Mr. Cancian.

“The United States has literally been scouring the world 
to find Soviet-standard ammunition to give to the 
Ukrainians. And my suspicion is that we’re running out of 

places that will sell us that kind of ammunition,” he said.

Provocative move?

For weeks, as its soldiers were slowly pushed back from 
some of their positions in the Donbas, Ukraine had been 
asking Western nations for greater military aid, including 
howitzers and rocket launchers to destroy Russian artillery.

In a guest essay in The New York Times on May 31, Mr. 
Biden wrote that his administration had agreed to provide 
Ukrainian forces “with more advanced rocket systems and 
munitions that will enable them to more precisely strike 
key targets on the battlefield in Ukraine.”

However, he added that the United States was “not 
encouraging or enabling Ukraine to strike beyond its bor-
ders.”

The United States has hesitated to turn over such heavy 
artillery amid concerns it could provoke Russia, analysts 
said.

Some analysts said the administration’s internal debate 
on weapons supplies has lost precious time for Ukraine.

“All of our decisions have been late,” Ben Hodges, a for-
mer commander of the U.S. Army Europe, told RFE/RL.

“The administration has overexaggerated the concern 
that whatever we do might provoke the Russians. They 
don’t need provocation. They attack without provocation,” 
he told RFE/RL.

“We’ve lost weeks when [rocket systems] could have 
been delivered,” said Mr. Hodges, who is now a military ana-
lyst for the U.S.-based Center for European Policy Analysis.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy told his nation 
on May 30 that the situation in the Donbas was “extremely 
difficult,” saying Russia has concentrated its military’s “maxi-
mum combat power” in the region. Earlier in May, he said 
Russian attacks were killing 50-100 Ukrainian soldiers a day.

That intense bombardment is putting Ukrainian supply 
lines under extreme pressure, making it difficult to get 
Western weapons quickly to the soldiers at the front line, 
analysts said.

Western military aid is brought into Ukraine from Poland 
by train and taken further by truck to the front lines. Russia 
is seeking to cut off those transport links to the Donbas.

Mr. Hodges said Ukrainian forces will face a few “pretty 
rough” weeks before they start feeling the “positive effect” 
from all the U.S. and other Western artillery starting to arrive.

Mr. Clark sees a two-month window starting in July for 
Ukrainian forces to drive the Russians out of the Donbas if 
they receive enough heavy artillery.

By then the ground will be parched, making it easier to 
attack, while Russia will have yet to mobilize more forces, he 
said.

Menu of weapons

The United States began sending heavy artillery to 
Ukraine in April, including the powerful M777 howitzer, 
which can strike targets as far as 40 kilometers away.

On May 26, a senior U.S. Defense Department official 
said it had delivered 85 M777 howitzers to Ukraine, as well 
as 190,000 projectiles for use in those weapons systems.

The Biden administration has promised a total of 108 
M777s and 209,000 projectiles, though that could be 
increased as the war goes on.

The howitzers can fire a variety of 155-milimeter pro-
jectiles, including guided munitions, which Mr. Cancian 
said were a “potential game changer” in the Donbas fight 
because it has greater potential of hitting and destroying 
Russian artillery.

It is unclear how many guided projectiles for the M777 
Ukraine has received.

Mr. Cancian said it takes time to train soldiers to operate 
and maintain howitzers, calling it a “constraint” on their 

quick deployment to the front lines.
The United States has trained more than 400 people to 

operate the M777 and about 50 have learned to maintain 
them, the U.S. official said. Eight soldiers are required to 
operate an M777.

The HIMARS just approved by the Biden administration 
are just as devastating.

Glen Howard, a military expert and president of the 
Jamestown foundation, said HIMARS can “pulverize” an 
area where enemy forces are gathering for an attack.

“They just saturate an area,” he said.
The HIMARS consist of a pod of six rockets launched 

from a truck. Unlike the howitzer, which can fire continu-
ously, it takes about five minutes to reload a pod.

The HIMARS and the howitzers “complement each 
other,” Mr. Cancian said.

“If you want to smother a target at long range, [HIMARS 
are] excellent. On the other hand, if you want to keep firing 
at some enemy position to make them keep their heads 
down or try to destroy it with a lot of ammunition, artillery 
cannon is great,” he said.

The United States has authorized the delivery of 
HIMARS rockets capable of traveling up to 80 kilometers, a 
senior administration official said on May 31. HIMARS can 
launch missiles as far as 300 kilometers – but delivering 
missiles with such a range might violate Mr. Biden’s deter-
mination not to encourage Ukraine to target Russian soil.

“The Biden people are obsessed with something being 
offensive, because it means escalation,” Mr. Howard said 
regarding the limitation. “And that’s why the [M777 muni-
tions] were so slow in arriving.”

Mr. Howard suggested the HIMARS along with new 
Western anti-ship missiles could potentially deter Russia 
from attacking ships exporting grain from Ukraine’s Black 
Sea ports.

Russia is currently blockading Ukrainian ports, driving 
up grain prices and raising concerns about a global famine.

It’s warships and submarines are patrolling the waters 
between Crimea and Snake Island, a small rocky outpost 
just 48 kilometers from Ukraine’s shore.

Denmark has recently delivered Harpoon anti-ship mis-
sile systems to Ukraine to bolster its low supply of domes-
tic weapons.

   FOR THe ReCORd
Biden releases statement on additional security assistance to Ukraine

The following statement was released by the White 
House on June 1.

The people of Ukraine continue to inspire the world 
with their courage and resolve as they fight bravely to 
defend their country and their democracy against 
Russian aggression. The United States will stand with 
our Ukrainian partners and continue to provide Ukraine 
with weapons and equipment to defend itself.

Today, I am announcing a significant new security 
assistance package to provide timely and critical aid to 

the Ukrainian military. Thanks to the additional funding 
for Ukraine, passed with overwhelmingly bipartisan sup-
port in the U.S. Congress, the United States will be able to 
keep providing Ukraine with more of the weapons that 
they are using so effectively to repel Russian attacks. This 
new package will arm them with new capabilities and 
advanced weaponry, including HIMARS with battlefield 
munitions, to defend their territory from Russian 
advances. We will continue to lead the world in provid-
ing historic assistance to support Ukraine’s fight for free-
dom.

The high-mobility artillery rocket systems, or HIMARS, 
are capable of pulverizing enemy forces from miles 
away. The artillery system can launch missiles as far as 

300 kilometers.

An Army Tactical Missile, or ATACMS, is fired from an 
M270 Multiple Launch Rocket System. High-mobility 
artillery rocket systems, or HIMARS, are also capable 
of firing the single 1.7-ton projectiles up to 310 kilome-
ters, but Washington has confirmed these longer-range 

missiles will not be provided to Kyiv.

Public domain

(Continued on page 5)
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Fierce battles under way for control of Severodonetsk as Russia blasts West for arming Ukraine

New sanctions target yachts, Putin’s money manager, 
U.S. Treasury Department says

RFE/RL

Street fighting was under way on June 2 in 
Severodonetsk where Ukrainian forces continued to put up 
stiff resistance despite Russian forces controlling most of 
the key Donbas city with the aid of massive and indiscrimi-
nate artillery bombardments.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy again urged 
the West to speed up weapons deliveries for his outnum-
bered and outgunned troops as the Kremlin angrily warned 
that arming Kyiv will “bring more suffering to Ukrainians.”

Moscow’s furious reaction came after Britain joined the 
United States and Germany in announcing that it will send 
Ukraine advanced weapons systems to help defend itself 
against Russia.

As fighting raged in Severodonetsk, a regional official 
warned that civilians are sheltering from Russian shelling 
under a chemical plant in the city and authorities fear it 
may still have stocks of dangerous materials.

The regional head of the military administration, Serhiy 
Hayday, said that 80 percent of Severodonetsk was now 
under Russian control.

Mr. Hayday also said on June 2 that, besides Severodo-
netsk, Russians are also attempting to advance south 
toward the key Ukrainian-held cities of Kramatorsk and 
Slovyansk, where Mayor Vadym Lyakh called for the evacu-
ation of the heavily damaged city.

Oleksandr Motuzyanyk, a spokesman for Ukraine’s 
Defense Ministry, said there was fighting in the streets in 
Severodonetsk and the Russians had reached the city center, 
but “the Ukrainian armed forces are actively resisting them.”

Mr. Hayday warned that a number of civilians were shel-
tering from Russian shelling under a chemical plant in 
Severodonetsk and authorities fear it may still have stocks 
of dangerous materials.

In its daily intelligence bulletin on June 2, Britain’s 
Ministry of Defense concurred that Russia has taken con-
trol of most of Severodonetsk.

It said that the main road into the city “likely” remains 
under Ukrainian control but Russians are making steady 
gains with the aid of heavy artillery fire.

In an address to Luxembourg’s parliament, Mr. 
Zelenskyy said Russia now occupies about 20 percent of 
his country’s territory, with the front line of the battle 
stretching for more than 1,000 kilometers.

He said Ukraine estimates that Moscow has lost “more 
than 30,000 soldiers” since it launched its offensive on 
February 24, “but this does not stop Russia. This state is 
still ready to lose and kill, kill people.”

“Because only one person in Russia doesn’t want to let 
us stay as we are,” he added, referring to Russian President 
Vladimir Putin, who before the war questioned the exis-
tence of Ukraine as a nation state.

Mr. Zelenskyy voiced gratitude for all the assistance that 
Ukraine has received from the West, but said that weapons 
supplies needed to be sped up because “we have to defend 
ourselves against virtually the entire Russian Army.”

The most advanced U.S. rocket systems – the HIMARS – 
which can strike targets as far as 80 kilometers away, will 
take at least three weeks to reach the battlefront, senior 
Pentagon officials have said, raising questions of whether 
they will arrive in time to stop Russia’s slow but steady gains.

“We need more weapons for Ukraine – modern weapons 
that will ensure the superiority of our state over Russia in 
this war not only through courage, intelligence, but also 
technologically. And I ask you to advocate this need before 

other European states,” Mr. Zelenskyy said.
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov again warned on 

June 2 of “absolutely undesirable and rather unpleasant 
scenarios” if the latest Western-supplied weapons were 
used against Russia.

“This pumping of Ukraine with weapons ... will bring 
more suffering to Ukraine, which is merely a tool in the 
hands of those countries that supply it with weapons,” Mr. 
Peskov told reporters.

But Mr. Peskov was asked if Moscow, after being slapped 
with the most onerous sanctions in recent history, wants to 
close “the window” to Europe that Peter the Great sought 
to open 300 years ago.

“No one is planning to close anything,” he said.
(With reporting by Reuters, BBC, CNN, AP and AFP)
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The United States has issued new sanctions targeting 
yachts linked to Russian President Vladimir Putin, a yacht 
brokerage and several government officials in another 
move intended to punish Russia for its invasion of Ukraine.

The sanctions take further action “to degrade the key 
networks used by Russia’s elites, including President 
Vladimir Putin, to attempt to hide and move money and 
anonymously make use of luxury assets around the globe,” 
the U.S. Treasury Department said in a news release on 
June 2.

Among the individuals targeted are Sergei Roldugin, a 
cellist and conductor who the Treasury Department says 
acts as a “custodian of Putin’s offshore wealth,” and Mr. 
Roldugin’s opera singer wife, Elena Mirtova. Mr. Roldugin is 
already under sanctions imposed by the European Union, 
Britain, Australia and New Zealand for his links to Putin.

The Treasury Department said its sanctions order was 
issued in tandem with sanctions announced by the U.S. 
State Department targeting five oligarchs and elites, includ-
ing Maria Zakharova, the spokesperson of the Russian 
Foreign Affairs Ministry.

Two of the vessels targeted by the Treasury Department 
are the Russian-flagged Graceful and the Cayman Islands-
flagged Olympia. The U.S. Treasury Department identified 
them as property in which Putin has an interest.

The Russian president has taken numerous trips on the 
yachts, including one in the Black Sea with Belarusian 
President Alyaksandr Lukashenka last year, the depart-
ment said.

The brokerage targeted is Imperial Yachts based in 
Monaco, which is described by the department as 
“Kremlin-aligned.”

The brokerage allows Russian oligarchs and other own-

ers of superyachts to charter their boats when they are not 
using them. Another entity targeted is an aviation company 
in San Marino that the Treasury Department said was 
involved in a scheme to transfer aircraft to an offshore 
company to avoid sanctions.

The sanctions order freezes any U.S. assets held by the 
individuals and entities and bars U.S. persons from dealing 
with them.

The sanctions are the latest in an unprecedented series 
of punitive measures placed on Russian entities and indi-
viduals – including oligarchs close to Putin – that are 
designed to force Moscow to change its war policy.

“Russian President Vladimir Putin launched a full-scale 
further invasion of Ukraine on February 24, leading to civil-
ian casualties and widespread reports of war crimes and 
other atrocities perpetrated by Russia’s forces in Ukraine,” 
U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken said in a statement 
released on June 2.

“The world has seen the extraordinary bravery of the 
people of Ukraine in the face of Russia’s brutality. The 
United States will continue to work with our partners and 
allies to impose severe costs on the government of the 
Russian Federation for its aggression against Ukraine and 
utter disregard for human rights and fundamental free-
doms. The Department of State is designating more 
Russian oligarchs and elites today, in addition to family 
members and entities associated with those oligarchs and 
elites,” Mr. Blinken said in his statement.

(With reporting by Reuters and AFP)
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UWC joins global coalition  
created to defend against 

Russian aggression
Ukrainian World Congress

The leaders of several key global communities 
have announced the formation of the Global Central 
and Eastern European Coalition (CEEC).  The found-
ing members include the Estonian World Council, the 
Lithuanian World Com munity, the Ukrainian World 
Congress, the World Federation of Free Latvians and 
the World Polonia Council.

Together these organizations represent the inter-
ests of more than 50 million people living in over 65 
countries around the world.  The objective of the 
CEEC is to further the common interests and develop-
ment of its constituent communities.  The main prior-
ity of the CEEC is defending their countries and com-
munities around the world from Russia’s escalating 
aggression. 

“We are all shocked and appalled by the atrocities 
committed by Russia’s forces in Bucha, Mariupol and 
across Ukraine,” the CEEC leaders said in a joint state-
ment. “Our objective is to support Ukraine’s ability to 
protect its sovereignty and territorial integrity and to 
stand against Russia’s brutal and unprovoked assault. 
What is happening in Ukraine can happen anywhere 
in the region. All countries neighboring Russia today 
feel threatened.”

“There is simply no justification or provocation for 
Russia’s war,” the CEEC statement said. “It is nothing 
less than a direct challenge to the rules-based inter-
national order established since the end of World 
War II. This Russian attack threatens to return us to 
decades of war like those that ravaged Europe in the 
20th Century.”

The CEEC will continue to build its coalition and 
invite likeminded global communities to join.

Furthermore, the CEEC endorsed the nearly unani-
mous United Nations General Assembly resolution of 
March 2 demanding the Russian Federation immedi-
ately end its invasion of Ukraine and unconditionally 
withdraw all its military forces from that neighboring 
country.

Deploring in the strongest terms its aggression 
against Ukraine in violation of the Charter of the 
United Nations, the Assembly also demanded the 
Russian Federation immediately and unconditionally 
reverse its February 21 decision related to the status 
of certain areas of the Donetsk and Luhansk regions 
of Ukraine.

The Assembly demanded that the Russian 
Federation immediately cease its unlawful use of 
force against Ukraine and refrain from any further 
threat or use of force against any United Nations 
member states, while also deploring Belarus’ involve-
ment in the illegal action and calling on that country 
to abide by its international obligations.

 A map shows the state of the advance of Russian forces 
in eastern Ukraine as of June 1.

Institute for the Study of War, via RFE/RL
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Newly confirmed U.S. Ambassador  
to Ukraine Bridget Brink arrives in Kyiv

U.S. Embassy in Ukraine

Ambassador Bridget A. Brink, who was 
nominated by President Joe Biden to be the 
U.S. ambassador to Ukraine on April 25 and 
was confirmed unanimously by the U.S. 
Senate on May 18, arrived in Kyiv on May 
29.

She is a career member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, and she served as U.S. 
ambassador to the Slovak Republic from 
August 15, 2019, until her confirmation as 
ambassador to Ukraine.

Ms. Brink previously served as deputy 
assistant secretary in the Bureau of 
European and Eurasian Affairs at the 
Department of State from 2015-2018, with 
responsibility for issues related to Eastern 
Europe, the Caucasus and the protracted 
conflicts in Europe. She also served as dep-
uty chief of mission at the U.S. embassies in 
Tashkent, Uzbekistan, from 2014-2015 and 
in Tbilisi, Georgia, from 2011-2014.

During her 25 years in the Foreign 
Service, Ms. Brink has spent most of her 
career working on U.S. policy in Europe and 
Eurasia. She was the director for the 
Aegean and the South Caucasus at the 
National Security Council from 2009-2010 
and she served in the State Department as 
the deputy director for Southern European 
Affairs from 2008-2009, special assistant to 
the under secretary for political affairs 
from 2002-2004, and Cyprus desk officer 

from 1999-2002. She began her career in 
Belgrade, Serbia, where she worked from 
1997-1999.

Originally from Michigan, Ms. Brink 
joined the State Department in 1996. She 
holds master’s degrees in international 
relations and political theory from the 
London School of Economics and Political 
Science as well as a bachelor’s degree in 
political science from Kenyon College. Ms. 
Brink speaks Russian and has studied 
Slovak, Georgian, Serbian and French.

 U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine Bridget A. 
Brink

U.S. Embassy in Ukraine

RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service

The new U.S. ambassador to Ukraine 
promised more weaponry to help the coun-
try in its fight against Russia after present-
ing her credentials to Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy on June 2 in Kyiv.

Bridget Brink told reporters that her No. 
1 mission was “to help Ukraine prevail 
against Russian aggression” and said the 
delivery of military aid was being accelerat-
ed.

“My understanding is that now it’s very 
quick, within days, less even, of a decision, 
that the hardware is in Ukrainian hands,” 
she said.

Earlier this week, U.S. President Joe 
Biden announced that Washington was 
sending more advanced multiple rocket 
lunch systems to Ukraine as part of a $700 
million package that includes air-surveil-
lance radar, more Javelin short-range anti-
tank rockets, artillery ammunition, helicop-
ters, vehicles and spare parts.

Russia says Washington is adding “fuel 
to the fire” by sending the weapons.

Ms. Brink, a veteran diplomat whose 
nomination was confirmed by the U.S. 
Senate just weeks ago, listed her five top 

priorities, which include overseeing U.S. 
government support and implementing 
U.S. security assistance to Ukraine.

Ms. Brink also vowed that U.S. officials 
“will work to ensure the world holds Russia 
to account for atrocities and war crimes.”

She added that Mr. Biden has pledged that 
the United States would help Ukraine for as 
long as it takes, “and that’s what we’ll do.”

Ms. Brink, who speaks Russian, has been 
a career diplomat for 25 years and has 
worked in Uzbekistan and Georgia as well 
as in several senior positions across the 
State Department and the White House 
National Security Council.

U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken 
announced the reopening of the U.S. 
Embassy in Ukraine on May 19, the same 
day that the Senate confirmed Ms. Brink’s 
nomination. The embassy had closed earli-
er this year due to security concerns.

(With reporting by AP and AFP)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
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New U.S. envoy pledges to oversee Washington’s 
support for Ukraine as she presents credentials

Ukraine claims to be responsible for the 
April sinking of the Moskva, the flagship of 
the Russian Black Sea Fleet.

Russia, which captured Snake Island ear-
lier in the war, is placing air and missile 
defense systems there in an attempt to hold 
the strategic outpost.

While the HIMARS rockets approved by 
the Biden administration cannot reach 

Russian artillery on Crimea, they can reach 
Snake Island.

It is unclear whether Ukraine will place 
the HIMARS along its Black Sea coast.

(With reporting by Rikard Jozwiak and 
Vazha Tavberidze)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted with 
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(Continued from page 3)

Can Western...

 NEWS ANALYSIS

by Andrii Ryzhenko
Eurasia Daily Monitor

From the beginning of the 2022 Russo-
Ukrainian war, the Russian Black Sea Fleet 
moved in to block or occupy all of Ukraine’s 
ports on the Black Sea and the Sea of Azov 
(see Eurasia Daily Monitor, April 6). In the 
first days of the massive re-invasion, Russian 
warships attacked several international 
civilian vessels entering or exiting Ukrainian 
seaports. On February 24, the opening day 
of the Kremlin’s so-called “special military 
operation” against Ukraine, a vessel belong-
ing to the Turkish company YA-SA Shipping 
was bombed by Russian aircraft on its way 
from Odesa, 50 miles from the coast. The fol-
lowing day, Namura Queen, a ship operating 
under the Panamanian flag, was attacked by 
a Russian anti-ship missile on its approach 
to the port of Pivdenniy where it was going 
to be loaded up with Ukrainian grain for 
export. Around the same time and nearby, 
the Moldovan-flagged Millennial Spirit was 
also hit and damaged, and several sailors 
onboard suffered injuries (Izbirkom.org.ua, 
February 25).

To keep the northwestern portion of the 
Black Sea and regional Ukrainian ports 
under its control, Russia continuously 
maintains several warships on patrol 
between Snake Island and Sevastopol. 
Around 20 Russian surface vessels and up 
to 4 submarines presently operating in the 
Black Sea basin are armed with stand-off 
missiles capable of ensuring effective sea 
denial capability. Moreover, Bal and Bastion 
coastal missile systems as well as strike avi-
ation based in occupied Crimea support 
this Russian naval combat potential 
(Defence.org.ua, January 17).

Russia’s blockade of Ukrainian ports is 
contributing to a growing human calamity 
that extends far beyond the immediate 
region (see EDM, March 18). Around 70 
merchant vessels loaded with grain and 
other critical cargo have been unable to 
leave Ukrainian ports for the past three 
months due to the high danger of armed 
attack from Russian forces (Fakty.com.ua, 
May 9). Ukraine’s President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy recently said that 22 million tons 
of food products, including grain, barley, 
sunflower seeds and more, remain stuck in 
port (Ukrinform, May 21). On May 19, the 
CEO of the agricultural analytical company 
Gro Intelligence, Sarah Menker, testified 
before the United Nations Security Council 
that the world has only 10 weeks of stored 
wheat reserves left in warehouses. One rea-
son for this crisis is the Russian war of 
aggression against Ukraine (UNIAN, May 
25). Achim Steiner, the administrator of the 
United Nations Development Program, told 
an audience at the World Economic Forum 
in Davos that the inter-related crises in 
food, fuel and finance, caused or exacerbat-
ed by the war in Ukraine, threaten to pro-
voke unrest in poor countries and could 
lead to financial default in more than 70 
states (UNIAN, May 25).

Earlier this month, U.N. Secretary 
General António Guterres announced talks 
to unblock grain exports from Ukraine and 
called on Russia to allow the grain to be 
exported from Ukrainian ports (Unn.com.
ua, May 19). At the same time, Senegalese 
President Macky Sall, who holds the chair-
manship of the African Union, intends to 
hold talks in Moscow and Kyiv in the com-
ing weeks. After meeting in Dakar with 
German Chancellor Olaf Scholz, Mr. Sall 

stressed that the African Union is seeking a 
ceasefire in Ukraine and hopes to help in 
the fight against high energy and food pric-
es (Zerkalo Nedeli, May 22).

Whether or not these political and diplo-
matic efforts can make any progress, they 
will have a limited effect unless Ukraine is 
able to fully defend its sovereignty and ter-
ritorial integrity at sea. To do so, the coun-
try critically needs to develop a sea denial 
capability to mitigate Russian regional 
naval dominance and continued aggression 
against Ukrainian maritime interests.

First of all, Ukraine needs to acquire 
somewhere around 100 anti-ship missiles 
to deter the Russian surface fleet involved 
in the sea blockade. Recent news about 
Denmark’s intention to provide Ukraine 
with a Harpoon coastal missile battery, if it 
happens, would help in this regard (NV, 
May 23).

Another indispensable capability for 
Ukraine is to neutralize Russian coastal 
missile systems based in Crimea. And the 
most appropriate Western weapons com-
plexes for this task are the interoperable 
High Mobility Artillery Rocket System 
(HIMARS) and ML270 Multiple Launch 
Rocket System (MLRS). When armed with 
the MGM-140 Army Tactical Missile System 
(ATACMS), a HIMARS or ML270 launcher 
would be able to destroy the enemy’s 
shore-based targets within a range of 300 
kilometers. Ukrainian civilian and military 
officials are vigorously requesting these 
systems from the United States and other 
Western partners (BBC News – Ukrainian 
service, May 21). When located along the 
shore, these mobile surface-to-surface mis-
sile complexes would significantly boost 
Ukraine’s ability to deter Russian naval 
forces, unblock Ukrainian seaports and, at 
least partially, ensure the security of sover-
eign Ukrainian waters in the Black Sea. This 
would be a minimum prerequisite for ves-
sels loaded up with grain exports to navi-
gate out from Ukrainian ports or for supply 
ships to come in.

An optimal solution, from a security per-
spective, would be the establishment of a 
maritime “humanitarian corridor” through 
the territorial waters of the western Black 
Sea countries, all the way to the Turkish 
Straits. This would require collaboration 
between Ukraine, Romania, Bulgaria and 
Turkey to establish protective naval con-
voys for the grain ships. But two decades of 
intensive cooperation among their navies 
over the last couple decades could presum-
ably facilitate and quicken this process 
(Obozrevatel.com, May 24). Locating this 
humanitarian corridor inside the territorial 
waters of the above four states would help 
mitigate the threat from Russian subma-
rines, which have a limited ability to oper-
ate in shallow waters; moreover, the littoral 
states would be able to engage more air 
and ground-based military assets against 
them. On the other hand, a maritime route 
that traverses the deep central part of the 
Black Sea would necessitate significantly 
greater support from the Turkish Navy.

A much-discussed idea at present is par-
ticipation by the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO) in “de-blockading” 
Ukrainian ports, but the likelihood that 
non-littoral Alliance ships would become 
involved is extremely low. NATO as a collec-
tive organization continues to be extremely 
cautious about militarily intervening in 

Missiles and escorts: Unblocking 
Ukraine’s ports on the Black Sea

(Continued on page 9)



No. 23THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, JUNE 5, 20226

The new United States ambassador to Ukraine, Bridget Brink, arrived in Kyiv on 
May 29, filling a position that had been vacant for more than three years, since 
Ambassador Marie Yovanovitch was dismissed from the role on May 20, 2019. Ms. 
Brink was nominated by President Joe Biden on April 25 and confirmed unani-
mously by the U.S. Senate on May 18. She presented her credentials to Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy on June 2 in Kyiv. Following her meeting with Mr. 
Zelenskyy, she told reporters in Kyiv that she was there “to help Ukraine prevail 
against Russian aggression,” and she added that getting more military aid into 
Ukraine was a top priority and the process was being accelerated.

“My understanding is that now it’s very quick, within days, less even, of a deci-
sion, that the hardware is in Ukrainian hands,” she said.

We are certainly glad to hear that Ms. Brink understands just how badly and 
how quickly Ukrainians need additional weapons. And we are certainly glad to hear 
that Ukraine now has a full U.S. ambassador, and that U.S. diplomats have returned 
to Kyiv.  These are all very important steps.  We are, however, disappointed that at 
this particularly difficult moment for Ukraine, when the country is clearly fighting 
for its survival and for the survival of its people, its culture, its identity and, indeed, 
its language, that the United States decided to nominate and confirm an ambassa-
dor to Ukraine who speaks Russian but not Ukrainian.  Some may argue that this is 
an insignificant point. We respond in kind by asking those people to speak with 
people in Ukraine about the matter.  We have.  The consensus is that, while they are 
all deeply thankful for U.S. continued support of their country and grateful to have a 
full U.S. ambassador in their capital, they are nonetheless disappointed that Ms. 
Brink does not speak their language, but rather speaks the language of the same 
horde that has invaded, pillaged, looted, ransacked and devastated their country.  
We hope Ms. Brink will do her best to quickly learn the language of the Ukrainian 
people.

That said, we wish the new ambassador all the best and believe her when she 
says that she and her team in Kyiv “will work to ensure the world holds Russia to 
account for atrocities and war crimes” committed in Ukraine throughout the course 
of this eight-year war.  And we certainly hope she, as the senior representative of 
the United States in Ukraine, will uphold U.S. President Joe Biden’s pledge to help 
Ukraine for as long as it takes. “That’s what we’ll do,” Ms. Brink said in Kyiv.

Despite Ukraine’s remarkable military success in repelling Russian President 
Vladimir Putin’s army, which sought to capture all of the country, the fight has not 
been won, and the Russian military is making gains in the east. Mr. Zelenskyy said 
on May 31 that up to 100 Ukrainian soldiers are being killed daily with 500 wound-
ed. The Russian military is pounding Ukrainian forces in the east and Kyiv will need 
long-term U.S. support if it hopes to survive. We certainly wish Ms. Brink and her 
team every success imaginable in her charge to stand by Ukraine until the fight is 
won and the entire country is made whole as it was before 2014.

The Ukrainian Weekly

Twenty-five years ago, on June 4, 1997, a conference was held 
at the Ukrainian Institute of America in New York, which focused 
on the consequences of expansion of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO).

Among the panelists, Victoria Nuland, State Department fel-
low at the Council on Foreign Relations, summarized the findings 

of a report of an independent task force on NATO that was released in May. The report rec-
ommended that the expansion of NATO was necessary to increase stability in Europe, and 
underscored that there was no presumption in NATO expansion that Russia was an 
enemy, and that Russia could benefit from the expansion process. NATO expansion was 
seen as a means for countries to find mutual solutions to old problems. Encouraging signs 
included Russia and Ukraine signing a bilateral relations agreement, as well as similar 
agreements signed between Ukraine and Poland, and Ukraine and Romania. 

However, dissenters of NATO expansion, like former national security advisor Brent 
Scowcroft, stated in the report, “… NATO should not be the vehicle for building a greater 
Europe. It is a special-purpose organization and should be kept that way. … The proper 
foundation for Euro-Atlantic building is the Organization for Security and Cooperation in 
Europe, not NATO.”

Alexander Motyl, professor of political science at Rutgers University, also was against 
NATO expansion, which, he said, would uncover the real issue of security, and regardless 
of all the documents and charters, a delineation would emerge “between those that are in 
and those that are out of NATO.” The current strategy, he added, made Russia a threat by 
implication and a security vacuum will occur in those countries that are “out” of NATO and 
vulnerable to Russian hegemony, not only in a military sense.

Among the 100 participants at the conference were representatives to the United 
Nations from Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, Estonia, as well as representatives from 
Lithuanian, Estonia and Ukrainian community organizations. 

At the time of the conference, Ukraine was finalizing an agreement with Russia on key 
points of dividing and stationing of the Black Sea Fleet.

Source: “Conference explores consequences of NATO expansion,” by Irene Jarosewich, The 
Ukrainian Weekly, June 1997.

June
4

1997

Turning the pages back...

Ms. Brink’s mission in Ukraine

Dear Editor:

Regarding the Special Citation given by 
the Pulitzer Prize Board to the brave 
Ukrainian journalists risking their lives to 
capture the details of Russian President 
Vladimir Putin’s genocide of the Ukrainian 
nation, the award is well deserved. The 
question arises, however, why is the recog-
nition given at this time, when there have 
been so many before who bravely wrote 
about Ukraine’s corruption and were killed 
for telling the truth? Why were they not 
similarly acknowledged?

Is this year’s award a token of recogni-
tion for the sins of the past?  Namely was 
the current recognition meant to be a band 
aid to deflect from the infamous Pulitzer 
Prize given to Walter Duranty in 1932 for 
his reporting of Stalin’s collectivization 
program. He did not deserve the prize as 
Prof. Mark von Hagen pointed out in his 

analysis of Duranty’s writings in 2003, but 
he could not convince the board to revoke 
his prize.  This year one of the leading spe-
cialists on Ukraine, Anne Applebaum, 
joined the Pulitzer Board. This was a gold-
en opportunity for a friend of Ukraine to 
speak on behalf of the millions who per-
ished in the Holodomor and ask for the 
revocation of Duranty’s Pulitzer Prize. 
Letters sent to Ms. Applebaum were not 
acknowledged. How disappointing. Even 
this second genocide of the Ukrainian 
nation is not enough to move the Pulitzer 
Board to correct this moral wrong.

Oksana Piaseckyj
Sunny Isles Beach, Fla.

Oksana Piaseckyj is the chair of the 
Duranty Pulitzer Revocation Campaign, a 
subcommittee of the U.S. Committee for 
Ukrainian Holodomor-Genocide Awareness.

Past time for Pulitzer Prize Board to correct a moral wrong
 LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Arctic LNG2 mega-project, especially its 
second and third production lines. More 
importantly, as even Russia’s top officials 
openly admit (Pravda.ru, April 14), import 
substitution is unlikely to become a viable 
solution in this regard. Russia’s only LNG-
related project that exclusively relies on 
domestic technologies (Yamal LNG fourth 
line) is not functioning well, having faced 
various technical difficulties (Kommersant, 
April 11).

Second, foreign investors continue to 
abandon Russia’s Arctic-based energy proj-
ects. In particular, Shell decided to pull out 
of the Gydan Energy joint venture with 
Gazprom Neft, where it held a 50 percent 
stake. Notably, Shell and Gazprom Neft had 
previously planned to use this joint venture 
as a foundation for creating a new energy 
cluster in the Arctic region (the onshore 
Leskinsky and Pukhutsyayakhsky areas), 
with the commercialization phase of this 
proposed project starting in 2028 
(Oilcapital.ru, May 23). Furthermore, 
Japanese Mitsui and JOGMEC as well as 
French TotalEnergies recently declared 
their withdrawal from the already-men-
tioned strategic Arctic LNG2 mega project, 
due to the “inability to carry out financial 
transactions, stemming from economic 
sanctions” (RIA Novosti, March 25).

This news, undoubtedly worrisome for 
Russia, may be overshadowed by yet 
another “surprise” with far-reaching detri-
mental consequences for the country’s 
Arctic-related energy ambitions. Namely, it 
appears that Chinese investors are also los-
ing interest in Russian Arctic- and High 
North–based energy deposits. Specifically, 
at the end of May, a rumor started circulat-
ing about the Chinese government instruct-
ing its three largest domestic energy firms 
– Sinopec, China National Petroleum Corp 
(CNPC) and China National Offshore Oil 
Corp (CNOOC) – not to “rush ahead with 
investments in Russia” (The Moscow 
Times, May 23). Furthermore, Russia 
sources claimed that at least five large 
Chinese engineering companies – Bomesc 
Offshore Engineering, Cosco Shipping 
Heavy Industry, Penglai Jutal Offshore 
Engineering, Wison Offshore Engineering 
and Qingdao McDermott Wuchuan – might 
stop collaborating with Novatek on its 
Arctic LNG2 project (Kommersant, May 
22). While no official decision on this has 
yet been made – and Chinese corporations 
have refrained from any comments on the 

subject – these developments suggest that 
Chinese investors, businesses and technol-
ogy providers are becoming increasingly 
hesitant of strengthening cooperative ties 
with Russian counterparts, even in such 
potentially profitable spheres as energy.

Russia’s third challenge in developing 
LNG production in the Arctic is decreasing 
access to foreign financial resources. With 
major Russian banks, including Sber, 
Gazprombank, VEB.RF and Otkrytie FC 
Bank having come under sanctions, 
Novatek faces the prospect of severed 
financial inflows and hindered foreign 
financial transactions that would have been 
critical to the completion of Arctic LNG2 
(Kommersant, March 3). And with foreign 
partners abandoning the mega-project, it is 
unclear how Moscow is planning to solve 
this challenge.

The fourth problem is restricted Russian 
access to delivery methods. Notably, 
D a e wo o  S h i p b u i l d i n g  &  M a r i n e 
Engineering (DSME), one of the “Big Three” 
shipbuilders in South Korea and a key part-
ner for Russian LNG producers, recently 
canceled its contract (worth $872 million; 
signed in October 2020) with Russian 
Sovkomflot for the construction of LNG car-
riers (Arc7 class). These vessels are essen-
tial for transporting LNG across Arctic 
waters. Reportedly, due to financial sanc-
tions, Sovkomflot was physically unable to 
make payments on the contract, while the 
Korean side was additionally motivated by 
opposition to Russia’s actions in Ukraine as 
well as a fear of coming under secondary 
sanctions. Consequently, Russia will not 
receive at least six modern LNG carriers 
designed for Arctic conditions. Yet, the 
actual scope of this challenge might be even 
greater: Russian was also hoping to build 
an additional 15 such vessels in collabora-
tion with another South Korean shipbuild-
er Samsung Heavy Industries (SHI). This 
plan has now also likely been derailed 
(Kommersant, May 25).

Taken together, the “energy” side of 
Russia’s Arctic strategy appears to be in 
serious trouble. While this does not mean 
that Russia will not be able to capitalize at 
all on its vast Arctic-based energy deposits 
– India and China are likely to continue 
purchasing Russian oil and gas at a dis-
count – the development of new projects 
(and their financing) may prove highly 
problematic.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)

Russia’s Arctic...
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by Askold S. Lozynskyj

The New York Review of Books recently 
published a review of two new publications 
on language that read: “There are recent 
reports that Ukrainian defense forces are 
making their prisoners pronounce the 
word palianytsia (a kind of bread) as a reli-
able indicator of Russian or Ukrainian 
upbringing.” It seems that the Russians can-
not pronounce the “lia,” instead pronounc-
ing it as “la.”

This little bit is already well known in 
my house because when my wife 
Roksoliana went to Ukraine for the first 
time, much to her irritation, most people 
Russified her name and she suddenly 
became Roksolana.

This seemingly trivial difference in pro-
nunciation simply underscores that, con-
trary to Russian President Vladimir Putin’s 
claims, Ukrainians and Russians are differ-
ent people even in language, and even 
more so in behaviour.

Recently, a Ukrainian court sentenced a 
young Russian soldier to life in prison for 
not only killing Ukrainian civilians (killing 
more than 10), but doing so execution style. 
The killer is very young. He is deeply dis-
turbed, clearly a degenerate, however not an 
aberration in the Russian military or society.

In the same issue of The New York 
Review of Books there is an article by 
American journalist Tim Judah, entitled 
“The Russian Terror.” The essence of his 
analysis is that the killing of civilians is car-
ried out by Russian soldiers mostly in the 
form of executions, the deliberate destruc-
tion of civilians, including women and chil-
dren, with specific intent and much cruelty.

The question is, “Who are these 
Russians?”

American society has suffered two major 
tragedies in the past week. The first was a 
racist shooting spree by a mentally ill teen-
ager in Buffalo, and the second was the mur-
der of 19 young children and two teachers 
at a school in Texas. The first murderer, a 
white supremacist, justified his crime with a 
nearly 200-page manifesto. In addition to 
his illness, the morbidity and influence of 
American white racist groups played a role.

The second case was the result of the 
application of a sick society as espoused by 
Texas Gov. Gregory Wayne Abbott, who at a 
news conference chose to defend the posi-
tion that Texas licenses 18-year-olds to buy 
weapons, and former President George W. 
Bush’s adviser Carl Rove defending semi-
automatic weapons by distinguishing them 
from automatic. Additional irony was pro-
vided just a few days later and 100 miles 
further when the often-disparaged National 
Rifle Association held its convention with 
Donald Trump as the main speaker.

Society can be sick, and adding the vaga-
ries and passions of personal mental illness 
leads to tragic events. Even more so during 
wartime and especially when one side is 
devoid entirely of morality. The above mili-
tary convict is probably not mentally ill in 
the traditional medical sense. He is a result 
of his society – Russian. This society is not 
only scarred by Putin and the Kremlin. A 
soldier is also a consequence of the 
upbringing of his home, and that stereotyp-
ical Russian home is degenerate as well, 
imbued with lust for power and empire.

Back in 2012, U.S. presidential candidate 
Mitt Romney claimed that the biggest 
threat to the world today was Russia. He 
was ridiculed by U.S. President Barack 
Obama. The last two U.S. presidents before 
President Joe Biden reflected (hopefully 
this is an important past tense use of the 

verb) two prevailing views in American 
society about Russia – an immoral one in 
the persons of Messrs. Trump and 
Kissinger, and primitively naive in the per-
son of Mr. Obama. The war in Ukraine has 
hopefully educated America.

Russians are not a nation in the tradi-
tional sense. They are a mixture that took 
shape on wild terrain and under the captiv-
ity of being a vassal state of the Golden 
Horde and the Khanate. Alexander Nevsky, 
much revered by the Moscow Church, was 
simply a conqueror of land, not a martyr 
for any faith. The Western world, starting 
with America, has never understood this. 
Very few American presidents saw Russia 
as the personification of evil. Now the 
Western world has joined at least indirectly 
in the defense against this evil pseudo-
nation. Were it not for the heroism of the 
Ukrainian people who understood best that 
Russia was evil, today the world would look 
completely different. Ukraine saved the 
world, and seemingly against great odds.

What will have to be done at the end of 
the war? There has to be an ending and a 
victorious one for good. Reconstruction 
must ensue similarly to what was done 
with Germany and Europe.  It is little 
understood by us even today how much of 
Europe was destroyed or scorched not only 
by the Nazis but by the Red Army as well.  
Ukraine will have to be rebuilt as the 
European country that it is, and similarly 
accorded a comparable Marshall Plan.

However, it will be necessary not to paci-
fy, but rather to reconstitute Russia and its 
society, starting with the Kremlin and end-
ing with Russian mothers who instruct 
their sons to rape and murder women and 
children. The Moscow Church as a fifth col-
umn, a pillar of the evil regime, must be 
eliminated, starting with its parishes in 
Ukraine. All international institutions, 
including the United Nations (rescinding 
Russian succession to the USSR, especially 
in the Security Council which was never 
voted upon), should at least begin the pro-
cess of neutralising Moscow and disman-
tling it into, at the very least, its constituent 
federated republics and perhaps to its 
national minorities. Russian access to inter-
national sports competitions, individual 
and country, should be suspended for an 
indefinite time. The gradual release of 
some of the most basic sanctions must 
depend on progress in the liberalization of 
Russian society and its demilitarization.

Obviously, there will be great resistance 
not only from the Kremlin but from 
Russia’s imperial mothers. This is where 
the program of psychological treatment of 
those who do not want it should be pur-
sued. Western culture, as culture in general, 
cannot have a strictly political bent, but it 
can and should have a moral basis of at 
least good over evil, equality of people, jus-
tice and basic human rights. These should 
not be major undertakings for cultural fig-
ures because this direction should be the 
basis of their craft anyway.

These are broad, ambitious and clearly 
wishful plans, but the thrust must be a con-
sensus of the good, that we must not go 
back to business as usual, the time before 
February 24. While we cannot take lightly 
the danger of global warming, in fact, a 
nuclear and sick Russia is the greatest 
threat to our world. This is the most impor-
tant lesson of the current war.

Askold S. Lozynskyj is an attorney at law 
based in New York City who served as presi-
dent of the Ukrainian World Congress in 
1998-2008.

by Lubomyr Luciuk

A bloodied shirt, tattered pants, leather 
shoes sliced open and flesh shaved off by 
razor-wire are what I endured while get-
ting a closer look at South Ossetia, a 
Russian-occupied region of Georgia. This 
rendering took place under the gaze of a 
nearby Russian watchtower, whose inhabit-
ants thankfully chose not to sally forth. 
Meanwhile their Georgian counterparts, 
deployed further back from this sleepy bor-
derline, patrolling a once-important region-
al highway now little more than a weed-
covered strip of broken asphalt, were only 
slightly more curious. Yet, like every 
Georgian I met, they expressed great sym-
pathy for Ukraine on learning that I was a 
visiting Canadian professor of Ukrainian 
heritage. Having suffered a Russian inva-
sion in August 2008, and the subsequent 
amputation of Abkhazia and South Ossetia, 
their country stands with Ukraine, espe-
cially as Ukrainians confront the genocidal 
agenda of Vladimir Putin, the KGB man in 
the Kremlin. The prevailing sentiment in 
Georgia was well-captured by graffiti I pho-
tographed on a Tbilisi wall: “No Russian is 
welcome, good or bad.”

Earlier that same day I explored another 
site along the occupation line, near the vil-
lage of Odzisi. Once home to some 90 fami-
lies, their number is now reduced to per-
haps a dozen households, mostly people 
too old or too obstinate to leave. By chance 
we met a man tending his cows who imme-
diately invited us into his home, treating 
our party to a generous mound of fresh 
honeycomb, cherry juice and multiple 
shots of home-brewed brandy, our toasts 
celebrating the solidarity between Georgia 
and Ukraine and always prefaced by the 
phrase, Gaumarjos! (meaning, victory to 
you!). It could not have been more genuine. 
And here, as elsewhere, the Georgians kept 
apologizing, explaining that, as a smaller 
state, and still under threat, they can’t do 
more against Russian imperialism. Still, 
unambiguously, they stand with Ukraine.

As I wandered about, I was also remind-
ed of how this latter sentiment is not sim-
ply a response to Russia’s war against 
Ukrainians. A monument was unveiled in 
Tbilisi 15 years ago, even before Russia 
attacked Georgia or Ukraine. It portrays 
Prometheus. While I wasn’t expecting to 
find him here, perhaps I should have been, 
having earlier glimpsed the mountains of 
the Great Caucasus range on the distant 
horizon. Amongst those ‘Mountains of 
Scythia’ I could just discern the tallest peak, 

Mount Kazbek. When I was a boy, I was 
enthralled by Hellenistic myths and, in par-
ticular, by the tragic story of Prometheus, 
the Titan who created man out of clay and 
defied Zeus by stealing fire from the gods, 
giving humanity a chance not just to sur-
vive but to prosper. For that Prometheus 
suffered the most terrible of tortures. 
Chained to a mountain – was it Mount 
Kazbek? – he was ravaged daily by an eagle, 
a predator that tore out his liver (which the 
ancient Greeks believed was the seat of 
human emotions). It would then regener-
ate, dooming Prometheus to endure the 
very same agonies the next day, to continue 
for eternity.

This statue was never, of course, intend-
ed as just a fanciful portrayal of a Greek 
myth. The then-presidents of Poland, 
Lithuania and Georgia attended the 2007 
unveiling. They quite certainly understood 
what was being evoked. For this statue was 
intended to recall, perhaps even to rekin-
dle, the Promethean League, a movement 
begun in 1925 to rally nations threatened 
by Moscow, particularly Ukraine, Georgia, 
Azerbaijan, Turkestan, the Mountaineers of 
the Northern Caucasus, the Crimean and 
Volga Tatars, the Don, Kuban, and Terek 
Cossacks and the peoples of Finland, 
including those from Ingria, Komi and 
Karelia. This League was shaped by the 
great interwar Polish leader, Marshal Józef 
Piłsudski, who assuredly understood the 
etymology behind the name Prometheus 
(coming from the Greek words meaning 
foresight). Trying to anticipate the future, 
Piłsudski’s plan sought to organize a com-
mon defense against Russian imperialism, 
including countries stretching from the 
Baltic to the Black and Caspian seas. While 
this Promethean vision was not realized, it, 
like most good dreams, geopolitical or oth-
erwise, was never entirely forgotten. In our 
time many of these very same countries 
and nations – Ukraine, the Crimean Tatars, 
Finland, Poland, the Baltic states and 
Georgia, understand how Putin’s drive to 
restore a “Great Russian” imperium repre-
sents a clear and present danger to their 
existence. Once the Russian war against 
Ukraine has ended – and Ukraine must win 
– Europe’s post-war security architecture 
will have to be Promethean-inspired, fore-
sight finally unbound.

Lubomyr Luciuk is a professor of political 
geography at the Royal Military College of 
Canada and a fellow of the Chair of 
Ukrainian Studies at the University of 
Toronto.

A nuclear and sick Russia is  
the greatest threat to our world

A Promethean dream  
must become reality

 COMMENTARY

Graffiti spray painted on a wall in Tbilisi, Georgia.
Lubomyr Luciuk
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Russia’s war against Ukraine (Liga.net, May 
25). Perhaps, impetus for creating a naval 
coalition to escort Ukrainian grain convoys 
could be strengthened by giving it the sta-
tus of a U.N. humanitarian mission, which 
might even encourage NATO forces to join 
this operation. But Russia, as a veto-wield-
ing permanent U.N. Security Council mem-
ber, would likely block such an initiative.

Ukraine’s own ability to secure and con-
trol its sovereign waters and ports is, thus, 
the initial priority and the key to breaking 
Russia’s naval blockade. Ukraine needs a 
convincing sea denial capability, which will 
require assistance from its strategic inter-
national partners to develop. But time is 
running critically low.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 5)

Missiles...

by Mykola Murskyj

WASHINGTON – Individuals who are 
looking for ways to support Ukraine and 
celebrate Ukrainian culture can do so right 
here in North America. Kobzarska Sich, a 
summer music camp devoted to learning 
bandura and Ukrainian music, which is 
held every summer at All Saints Camp in 
Emlenton, Pa., will take place this year 
from August 7-20.

Founded in 1979, Kobzarska Sich brings 
together bandura players from all over the 
world to learn and share the bandura’s 
unique art form.

All Saints offers over 90 acres of pristine 
beauty in the Allegheny Mountains of 
Pennsylvania. The camp’s facilities include 
volleyball courts, a swimming pool, 10 cab-
ins for participants, a Millennium Cultural 
Center with housing and activity rooms 
and exquisite nature trails.

Sponsored by the Ukrainian Bandurist 
Chorus of North America, this bandura 
camp is one of the best ways individuals 
can support Ukrainian music – by making 
music.

This year’s camp will feature two 
2-week programs led by the camp’s music 
director, Mykola Deychakiwsky. 

The first program, the Bandura 
Workshop, is meant for bandura players in 
all skill levels, from first timers to advanced 
players.  In individuals who play other 
instruments are also encouraged to bring 
them. The focus of this workshop will be 
on individual and small group skills, as well 
as performances.

The second program, the Folksinging 

and Folklore Workshop, is meant for indi-
viduals who are curious about Ukrainian 
folk-style singing. It will feature the folklor-
ist and ethnomusicologist Iryna Voloshyna, 
who will lead instructional sessions. The 
workshop will feature everything from 
group singing to listening sessions to learn-
ing about Ukrainian folk arts.

All participants will have the opportuni-
ty to broaden their musical knowledge 
with music listening lectures and attend 
individualized voice lessons.

Nestled in the stunningly beautiful 
Allegheny River Valley, Kobzarska Sich will 
give participants the opportunity to 
immerse themselves in a unique musical 
experience while creating unforgettable 
memories.

The camp also offers multiple scholar-
ships through the generosity of the Ivan 
Zinchuk Memorial Scholarship Fund at the 
Ukrainian Canadian Foundation of Taras 
Shevchenko, the Volodymyr and Vera 
Murha Scholarship Fund, and the Eugene 
Ciura and Stefania Krislaty scholarship 
funds, and from private donor support. 
Scholarship requests should be received by 
June 15.

Individuals who are interested in 
attending the camp are encouraged to 
enroll early to ensure they have a spot. For 
more information, scholarship require-
ments and a registration package, readers 
may visit  www.banduracamp.org. 
Individuals who have questions may con-
tact Anatoli Murha or Mykola Murskyj at 
admin@banduracamp.org. Campers age 12 
and older are encouraged to register by 
June 15.

Kobzarska Sich announces 
2022 summer music camp

“Operation Payback: Soviet Disin for
mation and Alleged Nazi War Criminals 
in North America,” Lubomyr Y. Luciuk. 
Kingston, Ontario: Kashtan Press, 2021. 243 
pp. ISBN: 9781896354255 (softcover), $30.

by Alexander J. Motyl

There are four excellent reasons to read 
Prof. Lubomyr Luciuk’s latest book, 
“Operation Payback: Soviet Disinformation 
and Alleged Nazi War Criminals in North 
America.”

For starters, he’s an excellent writer. His 
finely sculpted prose will be sure to appeal 
to your aesthetic tastes. It’s also perfectly 
attuned to convey his moral outrage at the 
duplicity, mendacity and double standards 
of the criminal Soviet authorities and the 
morally obtuse Canadian and American 
authorities. There is no hint of insincerity 
or mawkishness in Mr. Luciuk’s prose.

He’s also a terrific scholar. He’s able to 
expose the contradictions and inconsisten-
cies that make bad arguments bad and to 
suggest what it would take to make them 
good. In particular, Mr. Luciuk takes to task 
both Canadian and U.S. authorities for 
hunting down alleged Nazi war criminals 
while ignoring their equally guilty Soviet 
counterparts.

“Most Soviet mass murderers, their col-
laborators, and assorted apologists were 
instead pensioned off, living lives of com-

parative comfort, even as the Gulag they 
once created and commanded continued to 
consume millions of innocents,” he writes.

Indeed, Mr. Luciuk writes, “There are 
KGB villains still around.” 

Mr. Luciuk’s book is a fascinating foray 
into the world of Soviet disinformation and 
espionage. He’s assembled his own pub-

Operation Payback: a fascinating foray into the 
world of Soviet disinformation and espionage

 BOOK REVIEW

“Operation Payback: Soviet Disinfor-
mation and Alleged Nazi War Criminals 
in North America,” Lubomyr Y. Luciuk

Alexander J. Motyl is a professor of politi-
cal science at Rutgers University-Newark in 
Newark, N.J. (Continued on page 15)
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losses in Ukraine, there is no way to get any 
success by military means. The region’s 
governor, Oleg Kozhemyako, who was at 
the session, ordered Messrs. Vasyukevich 
and Shulga, who vocally supported the 
statement, to be removed from the premis-
es, calling them “traitors.” The leader of the 
Communist lawmakers, Anatoly Dolga-
chyov, said the deputies’ action will have 
“very severe repercussions.” Ms. Kochugova 
and Mr. Sustov said at the time they did not 
sign the statement. Russia launched its 
unprovoked invasion of Ukraine on 
February 24 and has met with much stiffer-
than-expected resistance from Ukrainian 
troops. Ukrainian and Western officials say 
thousands of Russian soldiers have died 
during the war. Moscow has said little on 
the death toll. In its last official statement, 
the Defense Ministry said on March 25 that 
1,351 of its soldiers had been killed in the 
fighting. (RFE/RL’s Russian Service Siberia.
Realities, with reporting by Interfax and 
Kommersant)

Germany pledges antiaircraft systems

German Chancellor Olaf Scholz has 
pledged to send Ukraine high-tech anti-air-
craft systems as Germany looks to quell crit-
icism from opposition members that it 
hasn’t provided enough military aid in the 
fight against Russia’s unprovoked invasion. 
Speaking to lawmakers in Berlin on June 1, 
Mr. Scholz said the government had 
approved a proposal to ship IRIS-T missiles 
and radar systems to Kyiv as Russia contin-
ues to pound targets in eastern Ukraine. The 
goal is to ensure that Russian President 
Vladimir Putin “does not win” the war he 
started in Ukraine, Mr. Scholz said. “Our goal 
is for Ukraine to be able to defend itself and 
succeed in doing so,” he added. Russia has 
stepped up its offensive to take further 
ground in areas where Moscow-backed sep-
aratists already have a foothold as Western 
nations rush to get weapons to Ukraine, 
which lacks the firepower of Russia. Mr. 
Scholz’s announcement came hours after 
U.S. President Joe Biden said Washington 
will provide Ukraine with advanced rocket 
systems that can strike with precision at tar-
gets up to 80 kilometers away. The rocket 

system, known as HIMARS, can be used both 
to intercept Russian artillery and to take out 
Russian positions in towns where fighting is 
intense, such as Severodonetsk. (RFE/RL, 
with reporting by dpa and Reuters)

Danes vote to scrap EU defense optout

An overwhelming majority of Danes have 
voted in favor of joining the European 
Union’s common defense policy 30 years 
after opting out, unofficial results of a refer-
endum on June 1 show. With 97 percent of 
the ballots counted, about 67 percent voted 
for scrapping the opt-out. “Tonight 
Denmark has sent a very important signal, 
to our allies in Europe and NATO, and to 
[Russian President Vladimir] Putin. We’re 
showing that, when Putin invades a free 
country and threatens the stability in 
Europe, we others pull together,” Danish 
Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen told 
cheering supporters. European Commis sion 
President Ursula von der Leyen and 
European Council President Charles Michel 
welcomed Denmark’s “historic choice.” 
Denmark’s decision is a “strong message of 
commitment to our common security,” Ms. 
von der Leyen said on Twitter. “I am con-
vinced that both Denmark and the EU will 
benefit from this decision,” she said. The ref-
erendum, which came shortly after Sweden 
and Finland applied to join NATO, is the lat-
est security move by a European country in 

response to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. 
Some 4.2 million Danish voters were eligi-
ble to cast ballots in the referendum. 
Denmark is a founding member of NATO 
and joining the EU’s defense policy will have 
a relatively modest impact on Europe’s 
security architecture. The main change will 
be that Danish forces will be able to take 
part in EU military operations such as those 
in Africa and Bosnia, and Danish officials 
will be able to stay in the room when EU 
colleagues discuss defense topics. 
Copenhagen has been reluctant to join the 
EU’s efforts to build a common security and 
defense policy in parallel with the transat-
lantic NATO alliance. It was one of the opt-
outs that Danes insisted on before adopting 
the EU’s founding document, the 1992 
Maastricht Treaty, which laid the foundation 
for political and economic union. Among the 
other important ones were cooperation in 
EU justice and home affairs and adopting 
the common currency – the euro. In a refer-
endum in 2000, Danish voters reinforced 
their decision to snub the eurozone, and 15 
years later they voted to keep the exemp-
tion on justice and home affairs. (RFE/RL, 
with reporting by dpa and AP)

Parliament fires ombudswoman Denisova

Ukrainian lawmakers have fired 
Ombudswoman Lyudmila Denisova almost 

(Continued on page 11)
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against the war, the leader of the unregis-
tered political faction Society-Future, 
Roman Yuneman, has critiqued the 
Kremlin’s re-invasion of Ukraine since the 
day Putin announced the launch of the 
“special military operation” on February 
24. His disapproval stems not from a dis-
agreement with the central objective of the 
operation but rather with the way the 
Russian government has gone about trying 
to achieve it. Writing on VKontakte, a popu-
lar Russian social media site, Mr. Yuneman 
argues, “We consider the decision to launch 
a large-scale offensive to be a strategic mis-
take. It is a mistake that will cost a lot in all 
respects. We have for a long time and con-
sistently said that such conflicts should be 
resolved through political, economic and 
diplomatic tools, as well as cultural influ-
ence” (Vk.com/ob.community, February 
24). Mr. Yuneman has also been arranging 
social and humanitarian support for 
Russians suffering from the pressures of 
the war, including psychological stress, and 
running blood drives for people in occu-
pied Donbas (Vk.com/ob.community, 
February 28, March 3).

The Russian Imperial Movement 
(Russian acronym RID), designated as a 
terrorist organization by the United States, 
has also been critical of the conduct of 
Russia’s war if not necessarily its goals. 
Writing after Ukrainian forces allegedly 
struck fuel depots in the Russian city of 
Belgorod, RID posted a reproach of the 
authorities’ apparent inability to protect 
and expand the border-zone military logis-
tics network: “Even Dzugashivili [Joseph 
Stalin], with his cannibalistic attitude 
toward the Russian soldier, was smart 
enough to declare a rail war during the 
Soviet-German war because a person with 
just a primary education is smart enough to 
realize that supply is key to success” 
(Rusimperia.is, April 21).

A few radical right-wing organizations 
are opposed to the war entirely. The “New 
Skinhead” movement (which styles itself as 
National Socialism/White Power 2.0) even 
allegedly arranged a plot to kidnap and 
murder popular Russian talk show host and 
leading pro-Kremlin propagandist Vladimir 
Solovyov and then escape to Ukraine (TASS, 

Sova-center.ru, April 25). Of course, in war, 
the truth is often the first casualty. The 
entire kidnap-and-murder idea of Mr. 
Solovyov could have been conjured up by 
the authorities to give substance to Russian 
claims of a “neo-Nazi” Ukraine that is dan-
gerous to Russia’s national security, but 
nonetheless it is plausible.

If “New Skinhead” members were really 
planning such a dramatic deed – notwith-
standing whether or not they received 
assistance from the “outside” – it suggests 
there is still a reservoir of domestic resis-
tance to Russian irredentism among the 
radical Far Right that is ready to take vio-
lent action. This umbrella movement has, 
indeed, been involved in violent anti-state 
activities in the past, such as the 2018 
bombing of an Arkhangelsk Federal 
Security Service (FSB) office (see 
Commentaries, November 9, 2018) or a 
series of school shootings that same year 
(see Eurasia Daily Monitor, October 22, 
2018). That track record also seems to 
resemble some of the recent attacks on tar-
gets inside Russia – in particular, a string of 
fire bombings of at least 13 army recruiting 
centers across the country since the start of 
the “special military operation” (Meduza, 
May 22; see EDM, May 17).

For now, evidence of the involvement of 
far right individuals in any of these inci-
dents is speculative at best. But such infor-
mation could more readily surface after the 
Russo-Ukrainian war winds down or, prior 
to that, encourage more copycat attacks by 
radical members of Russian society. And 
some in Russia already fear that, as the 
country’s war veterans begin to come 
home, their presence will lead to a growth 
in crime and violence, as happened in the 
wake of the Afghan and Chechen wars 
decades earlier (see EDM, April 14). Angry 
and physically and mentally damaged vet-
erans will likely have a difficult time reinte-
grating into regular Russian society, and 
some may certainly turn to extremist 
groups or movements. If so, the Kremlin’s 
unjustified aggression against Ukraine is 
breeding not only more enemies of Russia 
among Ukrainians but within the Russian 
population as well.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)

The Russian far right...
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one year before her term’s end, saying she 
failed to help organize humanitarian corri-
dors and citing other alleged inaction relat-
ed to Russia’s invasion. Lawmakers 
Yaroslav Zheleznyak and Oleksiy 
Honcharenko said the move was approved 
by parliament on May 31. Ms. Denisova 
said the move to fire her was initiated by 
the office of President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy. Andriy Smyrnov, deputy chief of 
the presidential office, rejected the accusa-
tion. Earlier in the day, representatives of 
Mr. Zelenskyy’s Servant of the People party 

said they would support Ms. Denisova’s 
removal due to what they called her “fail-
ure to organize humanitarian corridors to 
evacuate civilians from towns and cities in 
the center of clashes between invading 
Russian troops and Ukrainian armed forc-
es.” They also said she had not shown 
enough effort to find facts proving war 
crimes committed by Russian troops in 
Ukraine and had spent a significant time 
abroad during Russia’s ongoing aggression 
against Ukraine. Former President Petro 
Poroshenko’s European Solidarity party 
and former Prime Minister Yulia 
Tymoshenko’s Batkivshchyna (Fatherland) 

(Continued on page 15)

(Continued from page 10)
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their bombardment of Lysychansk,” the 
Ukrainian-held city across the river, Mr. 
Hayday said late on June 1 on Telegram.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelens-
kyy again called the situation in the east 
“very difficult,” telling U.S. newsgroup 
Newsmax in an interview broadcast on 
June 1 that Ukraine was losing 60 to 100 
soldiers each day and around 500 were 
wounded in action.

The British Ministry of Defense said ear-
lier in its daily intelligence update on 
Twitter on June 1 that according to its esti-
mates, “over half of the town is likely now 
occupied by Russian forces, including 
Chechen fighters.”

The British intelligence report said that 
outside of the Donbas, “Russia continues to 
conduct long-range missile strikes against 
infrastructure across Ukraine.”

Five people were injured on June 1 in 
the western city of Lviv in a cruise-missile 
strike, a city official said. Russian troops 
attacked a railway tunnel in an effort to 
stop the supply of fuel and weapons from 
allies, the official said. But there was no 
confirmation of damage to the infrastruc-
ture.

In Lyman, 60 kilometers west of 
Severodonetsk, “the fighting continues,” the 
Ukrainian military said, despite an earlier 
report that the town, an important railway 
junction, had fallen to the Russians.

Further south in Bakhmut, Russia is 
“trying to oust units of our troops from 
their positions,” the military said.

The United States, meanwhile, has 
agreed to deliver longer-range rocket sys-
tems in a boost for the outgunned and out-
numbered Ukrainian forces.

U.S. President Joe Biden on June 1 for-
mally announced that high-mobility artil-
lery rocket systems (HIMARS) are included 
in a new $700 million weapons package for 
Ukraine. Mr. Biden had said in an essay in 
The New York Times on May 31 that the 
weapons would be sent.

“The United States will stand with our 
Ukrainian partners and continue to provide 
Ukraine with weapons and equipment to 
defend itself,” Mr. Biden said in a statement.

“This new package will arm them with 
new capabilities and advanced weaponry, 
including HIMARS with battlefield muni-
tions, to defend their territory from 
Russian advances,” he said.

Mr. Biden announced the plan to give 
Ukraine HIMARS after receiving assurances 
from Kyiv that it would not use them to hit 
targets inside of Russian territory, a condi-
tion Washington imposed to avoid escalat-
ing the war.

“The Ukrainians have given us assuranc-
es that they will not use these systems 
against targets on Russian territory,” U.S. 
Secretary of State Antony Blinken said at an 
appearance in Washington with North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization Secretary 

General Jens Stoltenberg.
Mr. Blinken also said the current U.S. 

assessment was that there will still be 
“many months” of conflict.

“That could be over tomorrow if Russia 
chose to end the aggression. We don’t see 
any signs of that right now,” he said.

The announced consignment of high-
tech weaponry will also include helicop-
ters, Javelin anti-tank weapon systems, tac-
tical vehicles, spare parts and more, accord-
ing to unnamed officials.

Although the HIMARS system stops 
short of the long-range rockets repeatedly 
requested by Kyiv – the M270 MLRS and 
the M142 that have a range of up to 300 
kilometers – the news of the U.S. decision 
provoked anger in Moscow.

“We believe that the United States is pur-
posefully and diligently adding fuel to the 
fire,” Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov 
told reporters on a regular conference call 
on June 1.

Mr. Peskov added that the Kremlin did 
not trust Mr. Zelenskyy’s assurances that 
Kyiv would not use the new weaponry to 
attack Russian territory.

Mr. Blinken dismissed the suggestion 
that the United States is risking escalation.

“It is Russia that is attacking Ukraine, not 
the other way around,” he said.

Following the U.S. announcement, 
German Chancellor Olaf Scholz on June 1 
pledged to send Ukraine high-tech anti-air-
craft systems amid criticism from the oppo-
sition that Berlin hasn’t provided enough 
military aid in the fight against Russia’s 
unprovoked invasion.

Speaking to lawmakers in Berlin on June 
1, Mr. Scholz said the government had 
approved a proposal to ship IRIS-T missiles 
and radar systems to Kyiv as Russia contin-
ues to pound targets in eastern Ukraine.

Meanwhile, Pope Francis warned on 
June 1 that food cannot become a weapon 
in the war Russia has launched against 
Ukraine.

The 85-year-old pontiff said during a 
regular audience on St. Peter’s Square in 
the Vatican that a blockade of grain exports 
from Ukraine, which millions of people 
depend on, especially in the poorest coun-
tries, “is causing grave concern.”

“Please, one does not use grain, a basic 
food, as a weapon in war!” he said, adding 
that everything must be done to solve the 
problem and guarantee people’s basic right 
to food staples.

On June 1, the Kremlin again said sanc-
tions imposed on Russia by the West, and 
moves by Ukraine, were to blame for the 
potential food crisis.

(With reporting by Reuters, BBC, CNN, 
The New York Times, AP and AFP)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/russia-severodo-
netsk-ukraine-fighting-zelenskiy/31876319.
html).

(Continued from page 1)

Russians now...

test was sold at auction. The winning bid 
was 11 million hryvnia, or roughly 
$370,000.

The money from the sale of the trophy 
and hat will be used to purchase Ukrainian-
made PD-2 drones for the Armed Forces of 
Ukraine, according to Mr. Prytula. The 
country’s military has relied heavily on 
such drones for surveillance and warfare.

The auction coincided with a perfor-
mance by the Kalush Orchestra at a charity 
concert at the Brandenburg Gate in Berlin, 
which also raised money for the purchase 
of medicines and other items needed by 
war casualties.

During the concert, Mr. Psiuk urged 
people in the audience not to forget about 
the war.

“I think it should be on the front pages 
until peace comes,” Mr. Psiuk said on stage.

The Kalush Orchestra won Eurovision 
2022 with the song “Stefania.”

While performing at Eurovision, Mr. 
Psiuk called on the international communi-
ty to help those Ukrainian soldiers who had 
been defending the Ukrainian seaside town 
of Mariupol and, more specifically, the 
Azovstal steel plant.

The decision to auction the 2022 
Eurovision trophy was no surprise. At a 
press conference following the band’s vic-
tory, Mr. Psiuk promised to auction the 
Eurovision prize to benefit the Armed 
Forces of Ukraine.

Buying Bayraktar drones

Lithuanians raised millions of euros that 
they used to purchase a Bayraktar drone for 
the Armed Forces of Ukraine.

“In just three-and-a-half days, Lithuanians 
have raised 5 million euros to purchase a 
Bayraktar drone for Ukraine as part of a 
crowdfunding initiative,” the Lithuanian gov-
ernment announced on Twitter.

Lithuanian Defense Minister Arvydas 
Anušauskas also confirmed the news.

“Lithuanians have just done it! Thank 
you to everyone who helped us raise 5 mil-
lion euros for Bayraktar in 3 days! Ukraine, 
we are with you!” Mr. Anušauskas wrote in 
a post on Twitter.

The campaign was initiated by television 
host and public opinion leader Andrius 
Tapinas, who launched the campaign on 
May 25, saying he had approval for such a 
potential purchase from the Lithuanian and 
Turkish defense ministries, as well as the 
drones’ manufacturer.

On May 26, Mr. Tapinas hosted a special 
television broadcast to kick off the cam-
paign to raise money for the drone. Top 
Lithuanian officials and the Ukrainian 
ambassador to the country also took part 
in the event.

Former Lithuanian President Dalia 
Grybauskaite joined the campaign, as did 
current President Gitanas Nauseda and 
Prime Minister Ingrida Shimonite. The 
Lithuanian defense minister, Mr. Anušaus-
kas, also took part in the event and he 
called on the public to join the fundraising 
campaign via social media.

By the second day of the campaign, orga-
nizers collected 3 million euros, and by the 
start of the third day they had $ 4 million 
euros.

Most of the contributions were under 
500 euros and they came predominantly 
from people in Lituania, Mr. Tapinas said.

On the afternoon of May 28, Mr. Tapinas 
urged people to help the group reach its 
crowdfunding goal of 5 million euros, 
which it originally sought to do in three 
weeks. But Lithuanians got it done even 
faster.

“Bayraktar has become a unifying idea,” 
Mr. Tapinas wrote on Twitter. “Currently, 
we are the only country in history where 

citizens used their money to buy heavy mil-
itary weapons for another country. Yes, the 
British once bought wings for Spitfire air-
craft during World War II, but they were 
saving their home. We are a country buying 
a military drone for Ukraine.”

“With this story, we send a message to 
the people of the world that there is a 
strange little country on the border with 
Russia whose people bought Ukraine a mil-
itary drone. We continue to pass the chal-
lenge on to every European. For everyone 
in the civilized world, take it and do it! Put 
pressure on your stars, your businesses, 
your politicians!” Mr. Tapinas said.

A drone in a day

The Ukrainian non-governmental orga-
nization Come Back Alive raised 30 million 
hryvnias in a day on May 7. The fundraiser 
sought to raise money for the purchase of 
two PD-2 unmanned aerial vehicles (UAV), 
a car and thermal imaging cameras.

There were 16,501 donations made dur-
ing the fundraiser. The largest donation 
was 150,000 hryvnias, while the smallest 
was one hryvnia. The average donation was 
about 2,000 hryvnias, according to the 
organization.

“All payments went immediately to the 
Come Back Alive Foundation account,” said 
the organizers of the initiative.

The UAVs are used both for air recon-
naissance and combat as they can bombs. 
The Armed Forces of Ukraine has not yet 
purchased the UAVs, according to the orga-
nizers of the initiative.

While the initiative raised 30 million 
hryvnia in one day, it has also brought in 
more than $100 million (roughly 3 billion 
hryvnias, excluding cryptocurrency) from 
February 24 to May 16 to help the army.

“Thanks to your donations, we are, in 
particular, modernizing the air defense so 
that Ukrainians can say, ‘It’s not a missile 
strike. It’s ours who shot down an enemy 
missile!’ We are providing mobile fire bri-
gades with cars so that the news headlines 
read, ‘Ukrainian military shot down 10 
enemy drones in a day,’” Come Back Alive 
wrote on its Facebook page.

Café owner funds drone purchase

Military veteran and co-founder of cafe 
Veterano Brownie Roman Nabozhnyak 
organized a charity auction that raised 
$50,000. The money was used to buy a 
Punisher drone for the Ukrainian army, Mr. 
Nabozhnyak wrote on his Facebook page.

The café has been a favorite spot for 
many in Kyiv’s Podil neighborhood since 
2019 when Mr. Nabozhnyak opened it after 
returning from serving in the Ukrainian 
military earlier in the war.

The café, which has been known for sell-
ing a package that contains the ingredients 
and recipe for their brownie which individ-
uals can bake at home, is part of the 
Veterano Group, a business that helps the 
Ukrainian families of fallen war veterans.

“I made a difficult but necessary deci-
sion at this stage to turn Veterano Brownie 
into a Punisher drone,” Mr. Nabozhnyak 
wrote on his Facebook page.

The café has not been open recently and 
it will probably not be possible to resume 
work until the end of the war, he said. So, 
Mr. Nabozhnyak decided to sell items from 
the coffee shop (dishes, furniture and other 
equipment) and invest the proceeds in the 
purchase of drone.

“Anyone who has ever considered 
Veterano Brownie their place can now liter-
ally take a part of it,” he wrote on Facebook 
on May 31.

And the next day, he announced the fun-
draiser was finished, as it raised $50,000 in 
26 hours.

“On the one hand, I’m shocked. On the 
other hand, it is Ukraine. Everything is pos-
sible here,” Mr. Nabozhnyak wrote on 
Facebook.

(Continued from page 1)

As war enters...
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attacks, and the city’s “defenses are forti-
fied,” Mr. Haydai said.

Russia’s gain in the Donbas, albeit steady 
yet incremental, “has not been without 
cost,” British Intelligence added. “Russian 
forces sustained losses in the process.”

As of June 2, Ukraine’s military said 
Russia’s combat losses since February 24 
include more than 30,000 killed personnel, 
and 210 aircraft, 175 helicopters and 1,363 
tanks destroyed.

In a rare revelation since the full-blown 
invasion commenced, Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy told Newsmax on 
May 31 that up to 100 Ukrainian soldiers 
are being killed daily with 500 wounded.

Russia’s steady successes are due to 
Moscow narrowing its objectives to taking 
one settlement at a time after abandoning 
its multi-pronged invasion in early April. 
Even if Russia succeeds in taking Luhansk 
Oblast, it “will need at least a short tactical 
pause to reset for opposed river crossings 
and subsequent attacks further into 
Donetsk Oblast,” British Defense said.

The war in the east is now being 
described as a war of attrition replete with 
artillery duels. Mr. Haydai, for example, said 
that Severodonetsk was being bombarded 
“200 times a day.”

Russia’s combat power in long-range 
missiles still surpasses Ukraine’s arsenal, 
despite incoming Western weaponry.

Still, Western arms have helped Kyiv 
thwart Russia’s bigger and better-equipped 
army. As a result, Mr. Zelensky has asked 
for more weaponry to secure victory on the 
battlefield.

Some military experts have described 
the supply of weapons “as enough to allow 
Ukraine not to drown, but not enough to 
swim.”

In the neighboring Donetsk region, 
Russian forces edged closer to the north of 
Slovyansk, taking control of Yarova and 
possibly Sviatohirsk, the Washington-
based Institute for the Study of War (ISW) 
said on June 1.

Artillery, ground and air attacks contin-
ued toward and on Bakhmut (formerly 

Artemivsk) in a dual attempt by Russia to 
seal off highways northeast of the city and 
further encircle the Severodonetsk and 
Lysychansk areas, ISW said.

“For all its shortcomings, the Russian 
Armed Forces can achieve tactical success,” 
said open-source intelligence analyst 
Jomini of the West on Twitter. “However, 
tactical success does not immediately 
translate into operational opportunity or a 
short-term strategic win. RAF [the Russian 
Armed Forces) is paying a high price for its 
gains & [they have] not shown an ability to 
truly exploit them yet.”

Southern axis

Military analysts took notice of 
Ukraine’s additional incremental gains in 
the southern Kherson region. The regional 
military administration head, Hennadiy 
Lahuta, said that 20 settlements had been 
liberated.

Ukraine’s military southern command 
announced on June 2 that two Russian 
high-speed landing craft in the Dnipro-Buh 
estuary were destroyed the previous day 
near Mykolayiv.

“The Ukrainian counteroffensive in 
Kherson Oblast has gotten the attention of 
Russian forces in the area, and the Russians 
are scrambling to secure the vital ground 
line of communication the Ukrainians have 
threatened,” ISW said.

As a result, Russia destroyed two bridg-
es over the Inhulets River in a reported 
attempt to halt Ukraine’s advances in the 
area.

Still, daily Ukrainian military reports say 
that Russia has an ever-growing defense 
belt around Kherson, a sign that it intends 
to permanently occupy what territory it 
controls there.

In the Dnipropetrovsk region, Kryvyi Rih 
head Oleksandr Vilkul reported that 
Ukraine killed 63 Russians in one day, 
destroyed 19 units of equipment, including 
modern T-72 tanks, a Grad-21 multiple-
launch rocket system and one Su-35 jet.

Between 22,000 and closer to 50,000 
civilians were killed in the Donetsk port 
city of Mariupol, The Guardian of London 
reported, citing a person who is coordinat-
ing burials there following a prolonged 
Russian siege.

Lviv Oblast

Two air strikes from the Black Sea 
struck critical rail infrastructure overnight 
on June 2 in two Lviv regional districts – 
Stryi and Sambir – injuring five civilians, 
said Maksym Kozytskyi, head of the region-
al military administration.

“Four cruise missiles were fired,” he said, 
adding that four people were in moderate 
condition and one person had minor inju-
ries.

More weapons

At least four North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO) countries, as well as 
one country which is not part of the 
defense alliance, announced additional 
materiel will be delivered to Ukraine.

Washington announced $700 million in 
new security assistance that includes the 
much-desired M142 high mobility artillery 
rocket systems (HIMARS).

Three weeks are needed to train the 
Ukrainians on how to use the HIMARS, 
which have already been delivered to 
Europe, the U.S. Defense Department said, 
adding that additional anti-armor Javelins 
are being supplied to Ukraine.

In an exclusive report citing three 
unnamed U.S. officials, Reuters reported that 
the U.S. also will sell Ukraine four MQ-1C 
Gray Eagle drones, which are capable of fly-
ing for about 30 hours and as far as 400 kilo-
meters while carrying Hellfire missiles.

The war drones cost $21-$32 million 
per unit. They were first introduced in 
2009.

Berlin will provide its most modern air-
defense system, known as the IRIS-T, which 
is capable of “defending an entire city,” said 
German Chancellor Olaf Scholz.

However, the systems will take “weeks 
to deliver” because they will be supplied by 
the manufacturer, Diehl, and they will not 
arrive from Bundeswehr warehouses, 
which will delay the shipment, German 
Foreign Affairs Minister Annalena 
Baerbock said.

British Defense Secretary Ben Wallace 
also announced on June 1 that London will 
send multiple-launch rocket systems 
(MLRS) to Ukraine.

Those systems can strike targets up to 
80 kilometers away, and they will offer “a 
significant boost in capability for the 
Ukrainian forces,” according to a statement 
from the British Foreign Office.

The defense ministry of NATO-member 
Slovakia said it is dispatching eight self-
propelled Zuzana 2 howitzers, which will 
be delivered under a commercial contract 
that a state-controlled producer signed 
with Kyiv.

Swedish Foreign Affairs Minister Ann 
Linde announced on June 2 that anti-ship, 
anti-armor and 12.7-millimeter rifles, 

including ammunition, are being sent to 
Ukraine as part of a fourth Swedish sup-
port package.

The anti-ship system is known as Robot-
17. It is also called the Hellfire Shore 
Defense System, and its projectiles have a 
maximum range of 10 kilometers.

The United States also announced it was 
sending more weapons to Ukraine.

“America’s goal is straightforward: We 
want to see a democratic, independent, 
sovereign and prosperous Ukraine with the 
means to deter and defend itself against 
further aggression,” U.S. President Joe 
Biden said of the latest weapons package.

Ms. Linde said, “Russia’s war against 
Ukraine must stop!” in a Twitter post.

And Ukrainian Defense Minister Oleksii 
Reznikov said that, while awaiting the 
heavy weapons, Kyiv faces challenging days 
ahead.

Ukraine is going through a “critical 
phase” in the war with “extremely bloody” 
battles in the east, Mr. Reznikov said, add-
ing that “we lack heavy weapons to push 
back the enemy.”

Russian war atrocities

As more and more killed civilian bodies 
are discovered in liberated areas, Mr. 
Zelenskyy called Russia’s forced deporta-
tion of more than 1.2 million people from 
Ukraine, including over 200,000 children, 
one of the Kremlin’s “most heinous war 
crimes.”

Most of the deported civilians have been 
sent to the more remote areas of Russia in 
the country’s far east.

Nearly 700 children have been killed 
since February 24, Ukraine’s second war-
time president said.

Almost two out of three children in 
Ukraine have been displaced, the United 
Nations said on June 1. More than 5 million 
children are in need of humanitarian assis-
tance because of the unprovoked invasion.

“It is one of the largest and fastest [dis-
placement crises] in recent memory,” 
Christopher Tidey, UNICEF’s emergency 
communication specialist, told CBS News.

Some 6.8 million people have fled the 
country as of May 28, the U.N. added, and 
an additional 7.7 million are internally dis-
placed. That number constitutes 17.5 per-
cent of the entire population.

Invading Russian forces have also looted 
at least 58 tons of goods that were shipped 
and tracked by Mediazona. It tracked ship-
ments from a Belarusian shipping compa-
ny called CDEK in April.

“We monitored 13 towns around 
Ukraine’s borders with Russia and Belarus, 
and discovered not only an anomalous rise in 
shipments coinciding with the start of the 
war, but also some unusual postal links 
between cities, confirming suspicions of ram-
pant looting,” Mediazona wrote on May 27.

(Continued from page 1)

More weapons...

A map of southern Ukraine shows the location of counteroffensives that have report-
edly liberated 20 settlements previously occupied by Russian forces, while Ukraine on 
June 1 destroyed two Russian high-speed landing craft in the Dnipro-Buh estuary 

located south of Mykolaiv, Ukraine.
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A Ukrainian soldier stands next to a multiple-launch rocket system on May 31.
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Tsurenko bemoans lack of support
These days, words like “invasion,” “boy-

cott” and “ban” are spoken almost on a 
daily basis in the sport of tennis and the 
broader sports world in general. For 
Ukrainian tennis player Lesia Tsurenko, the 
above concepts are very real. The burden of 
Russia’s attack on her country is constantly 
with her.

Swinging a racket in a more excellent 
manner than the woman across the net 
from her does not hold a high priority for 
her. Following her French Open first-round 
loss to first seed Iga Swiatek of Poland (6-2, 
6-0) on May 23, Tsurenko spoke about 
what she finds most disturbing: the 
absence of support from her colleagues and 
their hesitance to publicly acknowledge 
their thoughts about Russia’s invasion. 
Indeed, few of her fellow tennis rivals have 
expressed compassion or even discussed 
with her the events in Ukraine.

“For me, personally, it’s tough to be here 
just because I don’t get many words about 

the support of my country,” Tsurenko said 
in a post-match media session, according to 
the AP. “And it’s just tough to be with people 
who look like they don’t understand. It’s 
tough. … I’m Ukrainian, and there’s a war in 
my country, and it’s tough. I think five play-
ers spoke to me. Maybe a few more coach-
es. … But what can I do?”

Tsurenko is from Kyiv. The soon-to-be 
33-year-old is currently ranked 119th in 
the world. Her career-high best ranking 
was number 23 in February 2019. Her 
career best Grand Slam showing was mak-
ing the quarterfinals at the 2018 U.S. Open.

When Russia launched its full-scale war 
on Ukraine on February 24, Lesia pondered 
going back home to try and help in some 
way, but changed her mind and stayed with 
her sport.

“It’s not very easy to be here,” Tsurenko 
said in Paris. “I don’t feel that I have too 
much. So, I’m trying to find this balance 
between, ‘Just go on court and don’t care’ 
versus ‘Try to care.’ In some cases, it helps. 
Like, I didn’t really put pressure on myself. I 
just go and play. But in some ways, I just 
feel like, ‘Ok, whatever.’ I win or lose, what-
ever. It doesn’t matter really.”

Since she does not have the opportunity 
to return home between tournaments, she 
joined fellow Ukrainian Marta Kostyuk at a 
tennis academy in Italy before traveling to 
the French Open.

There were four Ukrainian women in the 
singles field at Roland Garros (Dayana 
Yastremska, Anhelina Kalinina, Kostyuk 
and Tsurenko) and no men. There were 18 
total players from Russia or Belarus in the 
men’s and women’s draws. The 18 were 
not identified by their nationalities by 
French Open organizers.

The International Tennis Federation 
banned Russia and Belarus from participat-
ing in the Billie Jean King Cup and Davis 
Cup competitions. Other sporting organiza-
tions have also barred these countries from 
their events. However, only one tennis tour-
nament took an official stance when the All 

England Club banned players from Russia 
and Belarus from competing at Wimbledon 
in late June.

Both the Women’s Tennis Association 
(WTA) and Association of Tennis 
Professionals (ATP) tours reacted negative-
ly to the above stance, deciding not to 
award ranking points at Wimbledon.

Tsurenko was not sure she could ask her 
fellow players to care more, but hoped for 
top players to express more support and 
show an “understanding of what is really 
going on.”

Players are side-stepping the issue in 
Paris with most not siding with either the 
All England Club or the tours. Rafael Nadal 
said that he understands both sides. Naomi 
Osaka was leaning toward not playing at 
Wimbledon because without ranking 
points it would be more like an exhibition 
match with little to gain.

Tsurenko worked hard just to make the 
main bracket at the French Open. She won 
three qualifying matches and her reward 
was a matchup with the top-ranked 
Swiatek, whose victory over Tsurenko 
extended her winning streak to 29 matches.

Swiatek demonstrated her continued 
solidarity for Ukraine by wearing a blue 
and yellow ribbon (Ukrainian colors) 
pinned to her white hat.

At her post-match press conference, the 
20-year-old Swiatek was careful with her 
statement and acknowledged as much.

“Well, honestly, I was trying to avoid say-
ing straightforward what I think because … 
every solution is going to be wrong for 
some people. … The sport has been used in 
politics, and we are kind of public personas, 
and we have some impact on people. It 
would be nice if the people who are making 
decisions were making decisions that are 
going to stop Russia’s aggression,” Swiatek 
said.

“I feel like I have that responsibility, but 
on the other hand, I don’t have much life 
experience and I’m aware of that,” she 
added. “And, yeah, when I’m going to be 
ready to say more, I will.”

In the interim, Tsurenko would like to 
hear more. She wants people to understand 

that war is terrible and there is nothing 
worse in the world than a war. Only when it 
is in one’s own country does one totally 
understand how terrible war really is.

Emotional Zinchenko celebrates EPL 
championship

The Ukrainian flag was an inspiration for 
English Premier League title winner 
Oleksandr Zinchenko, who plays for 
Manchester City. As the teary-eyed 
Ukrainian soccer star paraded around with 
the championship trophy in the Etihad 
Stadium in Manchester, England, on May 
22, the blue and yellow colors of his home-
land were draped around him. When he 
stopped to lay the trophy down on the turf, 
he wrapped the Ukrainian flag around it, 
sending out still another strong message in 
support of his nation while it continues to 

Oleksandr Zinchenko, seen in a 2018 
photo, celebrated Manchester City’s 
championship season in the English 

Premier League.

Wikipedia

 Lesia Tsurenko is ranked 119th by the 
Women’s Tennis Association.

www.wtatennis.com

(Continued on page 15)

Eighth grader raises money for Ukraine
by Ihor N. Stelmach

Fourteen-year-old Katya Prykhodko is 
too young to be worrying about a war. 
Unfortunately, for Ukrainians and their 
families, that is the new reality. The eighth 
grader at Lexington Junior High School in 
Lexington, Ohio, was born in Cleveland. 
Except for her siblings, her entire family 
was born in Ukraine. Her grandparents 
passed away, but their siblings and cousins 
still live in Ukraine.

Half a world away from that family and 
feeling helpless, Prykhodko had a desire to 
somehow help her homeland in its time of 
crisis. She designed a few custom t-shirts, 
using the national trident symbol, the 
country’s sunflower and the nation’s colors 
of blue and yellow.

Her fundraising efforts managed to raise 
nearly $1,000.

Her success came as no surprise, with 
school principal Taylor Gerhardt referring 
to Prykhodko as a top-line honors student 
and a top athlete as a runner and swimmer.

Soon after Russia invaded Ukraine, 
Prykhodko met with school counselor 
Jennifer Law to ask if there was a way for 
her to raise funds for her cause. Gerhardt 

contacted MTD Sports & Specialties in 
Ashland, Ohio, and they agreed to print the 
t-shirts.

Prykhodko sold some 140 t-shirts at her 
junior high school and Eastern Elementary 
School. Her goal was to have people feel 
like they did something to help Ukrainian 
relief efforts. She also wanted to help out 
her fellow Ukrainians.

In 2018 and 2019, Prykhodko and her 
family vacationed in Ukraine, visiting fami-
ly in Kyiv and Lviv, two of the country’s 
largest cities. In a May interview with the 
Mansfield News Journal, the 14-year-old 
described her parents’ homeland: “It’s a 
beautiful place. It feels like home to me. 
Everybody speaks the language I grew up 
speaking.”

Prykhodko keeps up with all of the cur-
rent news about Ukraine and is very aware 
of Ukraine’s history.

“Being a Ukrainian, my family and I have 
always known the trouble Ukraine has had 
with Russia,” she said. “I think we all kind 
of expected it [war], but when it did hap-
pen, it was still a shock.”

Prykhodko’s father advised her 33-year-
old sister, who has two young sons, to leave 
Kyiv six months prior to Russia’s full-scale 

war on Ukraine. For the first two weeks 
after the war, the family lived in a bomb 
shelter.

“No one has fled,” Prykhodko said about 
her extended family. “Every one of the 
women in my family is not leaving their 
husbands. I’m glad for that because she 
[her sister] is showing patriotism. She’s 
doing a lot to fight the war in her own way.”

Family members living in Lviv have wit-
nessed explosions in their city. All remain 
safe for the time being. Her family is in reg-
ular communication with those suffering in 
Ukraine, where destruction rules.

Prykhodko quickly reasoned that 
Ukraine would require financial assistance. 
She found time to help despite her full-time 
school work and extracurricular activities. 
She carries a perfect 4.0 grade-point aver-
age. Her favorite subject is art, and this 
school year she took band, where she plays 
flute and piano. Her love of art stimulates 
her creativity and gives her a break from 
school.

She enjoys school and is grateful for the 
opportunity to attend, unlike children her 
age back in Ukraine. She ran cross country, 
was on the swim team and plays soccer, 
staying active all year long.

However, Prykhodko is never too busy 
to help Ukraine. “All this war is, is people 
fighting people over government,” she said. 
“It’s sad.”

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@
sfgsports.com.

Katya Prykhodko, an eighth grader at 
Lexington Junior High School in 
Lexington, Ohio, raised more than $1,000 

for humanitarian aid for Ukraine.

Mark Caudill/MansfieldNewsJournal



15THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, JUNE 5, 2022No. 23

Through Photo exhibit, “Children of War: Moments of War Horrors
June 26 Through the Lens of Photographers,” Ukrainian National
Chicago Museum, www.ukrainiannationalmuseum.org

Through Art exhibit, “Impressions of War,” Ukrainian Institute of
August 24 America, www.ukrainianinstitute.org
New York

June 7 Free legal clinic for those seeking Temporary Protected Status, 
Jenkintown, PA Ukrainian Educational and Cultural Center, www.ueccphila.org

June 9 Film screening and discussion, “Julia Blue” by Roxy
New York Toporowych, Ukrainian Institute of America, 
 www.ukrainianinstitute.org

June 11 Benefit concert for Ukraine, “O Vos Omnes,” Lotus Project
Trenton, NJ and Capital Philharmonic of New Jersey, St. Mary Byzantine
 Catholic Church, www.thelotusproject.org

June 11-12 Maker’s Market, Ukrainian Institute of Modern Art, 
Chicago www.uima-chicago.org

June 14 Book presentation by Marie Yovanovich, “Lessons from the
New York Edge: A Memoir,” Ukrainian Institute of America,
 www.ukrainianinstitute.org

June 15 Film screening, “Ukrainians in Quebec, 1890-1945,” 
Lachine, Quebec by Yurij Luhovy, Lachine Historical Society,
 www.yluhovy.com or 514-481-5871

June 18 Art exhibit, “Michel Andreenko: Revisited,” featuring works 
Chicago by Michel Andreenko and Ukrainian artists in Paris, 
 Ukrainian Institute of Modern Art, www.uima-chicago.org

June 18 Concert, “Peace in Ukraine: An International Program
Chicago Benefiting Ukraine’s Children,” Lincolnwood Chamber 
 Orchestra, Ss. Volodymyr and Olha Ukrainian Catholic 
 Church, https://rb.gy/eyjtir

June 19 Father’s Day Heritage Fest, Ukrainian American Sport 
Horsham, PA Center –Tryzub, www.tryzub.org or info@tryzub.org

June 26 Fundraiser for Ukraine, by musicians and dancers of
New York New York, Ukrainian National Home, 212-533-4646

June 26 Concert, Pittsburgh United for Ukraine, Carnegie Music
Carnegie, PA Hall, https://www.tickettailor.com/

June 26 Concert, “Charmed – An Event for Ukraine,” The Woodward 
Cincinnati, OH Theater, 513-345-7981 or woodwardtheater@gmail.com

June 25 Concert, “Amplify the Voice: A Benefit Concert for
Cleveland, OH Ukraine,” Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus, The Cleveland 
 Orchestra, 216-231-7300 or www.bandura.org

July 15-17 Support Ukraine Festival, Soyuzivka Heritage Center,
Kerhonkson, NY www.soyuzivka.com or 845-626-5641

July 27-31 75th Convention of the Ukrainian Orthodox League, Ss. 
Carnegie, PA Peter and Paul UOL Chapter, orthodoxcarnegie.org or 
 uolofusa.org

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

battle the Russian invaders.
“It’s unforgettable emotions for me, for 

all the Ukrainians who at the moment are 
starving,” Zinchenko said in a media ses-
sion with the Associated Press after the 3-2 
victory over Aston Villa. “They are surviv-
ing in my country because of Russian 
aggression. I’m so proud to be Ukrainian 
and I would love to one day bring this title 
to Ukraine, for all Ukrainian people, 
because they deserve it.”

More than 6 million people and counting 
have fled Ukraine since the full-scale war 
began on February 24, according to the 
United Nations refugee agency. Zinchenko 
has raised money for refugees and used his 
social media platforms to raise awareness 
of Russian atrocities.

“At some point, especially in the begin-
ning, I didn’t think too much about football 
because it is impossible to live with what is 
happening in my country,” Zinchenko said. 
“But with all the support which I had dur-
ing this period, we did it.”

Zinchenko contributed in a key role on 
the pitch in securing the win over Villa that 
allowed City to hold off Liverpool’s chal-

lenge by one point, giving him and his club 
their fourth title in five seasons. The 
Ukrainian left back entered the match at 
halftime to replace struggling 37-year-old 
captain Fernandinho with the team trailing 
1-0. He set up Rodri for the goal that tied 
the season finale at 2-2 before Ilkay 
Gundogan tallied City’s third goal in a five-
minute span.

Encouraged by the support of his nation 
and Manchester City fans, Zinchenko’s next 
mission after all of the Premier League cel-
ebrations is getting Ukraine qualified for 
the 2022 World Cup.

“I want to die for these people, for all this 
support,” he said, “because what people 
gave me, what they have done for me dur-
ing all this period, the toughest period of 
my life, I am so appreciative and I will never 
forget this. Never in my life.”

Ukraine’s World Cup qualifying was 
delayed by the start of the war with Russia. 
Ukraine beat Scotland 3-1 in the semifinal 
playoff on June 1 and will now face Wales in 
Cardiff on June 5 for Europe’s final spot in 
the World Cup.

Medvedenko looking  
to sell lakers rings

Retired Ukrainian basketball player 
Slava Medvedenko has changed out of his 

Nike athletic shoes for the more practical 
combat boots. The ex-Los Angeles Lakers 
and Atlanta Hawks center has been actively 
serving in Ukraine’s territorial defense forc-
es in Kyiv during Russia’s invasion of his 
homeland.

The 43-year-old hoopster told The 
Athletic’s Bill Oram that he hopes to sell his 
two Lakers championship rings to assist his 
country’s war effort.

As reported by Bleacher Report, the 
Lakers organization has offered to help in 
any way possible, including putting togeth-
er a shipment of sports gear to send to 
Ukraine. In an email, Lakers executive 
Linda Rambis told Medvedenko that she 
would replace the rings if he ended up sell-
ing the two he earned as Shaquille O’Neal’s 
backup center.

In a May 23 chat with Oram of The 
Athletic, Lakers governor Jeanie Buss said, 
“I’m proud that we’re an organization that 
our former players know when they need 
help that somebody will answer their call.”

Medvedenko is stationed with Volunteer 
Formation No. 29 of the 128th Separate 
Battalion in Kyiv. When the invasion first 
started with rockets blasting overhead, 
Medvedenko was tasked with digging 
holes for anti-tank mines and learned to 
fire rocket-propelled grenades while serv-

ing as a member of the military’s police 
force.

While the fighting in Kyiv slowed down 
as Russian forces turned their focus on 
parts of eastern Ukraine, the ex-Laker’s pri-
orities changed. Medvedenko took to deliv-
ering food to parts of Ukraine that were 
occupied by the Russian military and 
arranging for charitable organizations to 
assist Ukraine’s youth, including hosting 
basketball camps.

One of his fundraising ideas is to invite 
O’Neal to Ukraine.

Medvedenko played in the National 
Basketball Association for seven seasons, 
six with the Lakers (2000-2001 to 2005-
2006) and one for the Hawks (2006-2007). 
He averaged 5.3 points and 2.8 rebounds 
per game. Buss described him as “an ulti-
mate team player.”

“You say, ‘OK, that matches the character 
of who that person is,’” she said when 
learning he chose to stay and fight in Kyiv. 
“And playing basketball isn’t life and death, 
but it’s a reflection of who we are and what 
we bring.”

Medvedenko is doing his best to help 
Ukraine any way he can.

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@
sfgsports.com.

(Continued from page 14)

Ukrainian Pro...

lished columns, some commentary by 
other authors, Soviet secret police docu-
mentation and a host of photographs, and 
he tells the story of how the Soviets man-
aged to poison relations between the 
Ukrainian and Jewish communities in 
North America.

As Prof. Olga Bertelsen puts it in her 
foreword to the book, “The October 1985 
KGB memorandum reproduced in this col-
lection … confirms how oft-repeated allega-
tions about ‘thousands of Nazi war crimi-
nals’ hiding in North America were nothing 
but a ruse, one intended to foment friction 
between these two communities.” 

Finally, Mr. Luciuk’s book is a perfect 
read for this time of war, genocide and sys-
temic Russian criminality. He demonstrates 
that barbarism was as much of a central 
feature of Russian behavior in World War II 
as it is today (I suspect he would agree that 
Russian violence has its roots in Russian 
history and Russian culture).

Mr. Luciuk also shows that there’s a 
straight line from the demonization of 
Ukrainians as Nazis in the 1980s to the 
demonization of Ukrainians as Nazis today. 
Russian President Vladimir Putin, who 
joined the KGB in the 1970s, could very well 
have been aware of Operation Payback. 

If readers want to understand how the 
collective mind of a criminal organization – 
the KGB – works, then they should read Mr. 
Luciuk’s work.

(Continued from page 9)

Operation Payback...
(Continued from page 11)
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party voted against her dismissal. The 
chairwoman of the ZMINA Human Rights 
Center, Tetyana Pechonchyk, said there 
were no constitutional grounds to remove 
Ms. Denisova from the post. It is unclear 
who will replace Ms. Denisova, who was 
appointed to the five-year post on March 
15, 2018. (RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service)

Parliament approves sanctions on Russian church

The Ukrainian parliament has approved 
sanctions against the leader of the Russian 
Orthodox Church, Patriarch Kirill and his 
associates over their support of Russia’s 
aggression against Ukraine. Ukrainian 

lawmaker Oleksiy Honcharenko wrote on 
Facebook that the Verkhovna Rada voted 
for the move against the Russian Orthodox 
Church leadership on May 31. According 
to Mr. Honcharenko, the sanctions will be 
imposed for 10 years and include the 
freezing of bank accounts and limitations 
on trade operations. They also will bar the 
use of Ukrainian radio frequencies for 
broadcasting sermons, limit withdrawals 
from automatic teller machines, suspend 
cultural and scholarly exchanges and can-
cel official visits. Supporters of the sanc-
tions said they were justified because of 
the ongoing support publicly expressed by 
Patriarch Kirill and his associates for 
Russia’s unprovoked invasion of Ukraine 
that was launched on February 24. (RFE/
RL)
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