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Plast training center in Bucha provides humanitarian 
aid following horrors of Russian occupation

Fate of Ukraine’s Donbas may be decided  
in battle for Severodonetsk, Zelenskyy says

by Roman Tymotsko

BUCHA, Ukraine – For a month, towns 
northwest of Kyiv were occupied by 
Russian troops trying to invade Ukraine’s 
capital. After the invading forces fled from 
the area on March 30, the world saw the 
horrors perpetrated by Russian soldiers in 
those towns. The massacre in Bucha, 
Ukraine, became symbolic of the kinds of 
atrocities Russian soldiers are believed to 
have committed in Ukraine.

Tortured civilians were buried in mass 
graves or just left lying on Bucha’s streets. 

Destroyed and looted buildings, as well as 
remnants of burned Russian military vehi-
cles, became an open-air “museum” of 
Russian terror – multiple foreign leaders 
visited the town with Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy to see for themselves 
the Russian devastation and “denazifica-
tion” that took place here.

But on a quiet street in the middle of 
Bucha, Ukraine, there is a modern building 
that resembles a camping tent, and it has 
become a symbol of hope, help and healing 

RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service

The battle for the eastern Ukrainian 
city of Severodonetsk could be decisive 
for the fate of the Donbas, President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said, as Russian 
forces concentrated their artillery power 
on the strategically important industrial 
hub, forcing the Ukrainian defenders to 
retreat to the outskirts of the city.

“According to the results of this day, 
the 105th day of the full-scale war, 
Severodonetsk remains the epicenter of 
the confrontation in Donbas,” Mr. Zelens-
kyy said in a video message on June 8, 
adding that Ukrainian forces are defend-
ing their positions and inflicting signifi-
cant losses on the enemy.

“This is a very fierce battle, very diffi-
cult. Probably one of the hardest 

throughout this war. I am grateful to 
everyone and everyone who defends 
themselves in this direction. In many 
ways, the fate of our Donbas is being 
decided there right now,” Mr. Zelenskyy 
said.

Luhansk Gov. Serhiy Hayday said on 
Telegram that Russian forces “control a 
large part of Severodonetsk” but said the 
industrial zone of the city “is still ours.” 
Fighting continues in the streets, he said.

“The Russians are destroying every-
thing,” Mr. Hayday said in a televised 
announcement. “They are firing … artil-
lery at residential buildings.”

Severodonetsk has been the focus of 
fighting for weeks. It became the target of 
Russia’s assault after its forces were 

by Askold Krushelnycky

KYIV – Russia is furious that U.S. 
President Joe Biden is sending a powerful 
multiple launch rocket system to Ukraine 
that many believe will be a game-changer 
in Ukraine’s eastern Donbas region where 
the bloodiest battles in Europe since World 
War II have been raging. 

Russia’s massive advantage in artillery 
has given it an enormous leg up in the 
intense battles where Ukraine’s President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy has said up to 100 of 
his soldiers are dying each day.

The Ukrainian government and western 
intelligence sources say that Russia is los-
ing many more men and huge amounts of 
weapons but is, nevertheless, by sheer 
weight of numbers, making advances in the 
east of Ukraine. 

The new weapons from the U.S. are 
called M142 HIMARS, also known as High 
Mobility Artillery Rocket Systems. They are 
carried on trucks that are light and com-
pact enough to be transported aboard 
C-130 cargo planes. 

They will join 145 M777 155-mm howit-
zers sent out last month by the United 
States and Canada – weapons that Ukraine 
had long asked for to counter Russia’s dom-
inance in artillery. 

Both weapons systems are much more 
accurate and have far longer ranges than 
Russian artillery, allowing them to stay out 
of Russian reach while targeting Moscow’s 
men and weapons in Ukraine.

The Ukrainian military hopes the new 
weapons will allow them to move forward 

War is a race against time in Ukraine’s  
deadly eastern battlefields

(Continued on page 3)

by Mark Raczkiewycz

KYIV – An unbalanced artillery battle is 
being waged in eastern Ukraine for control 
over the Luhansk regional city of 
Severodonetsk, the capital of the non-occu-
pied portion of the broader oblast that 
Russia invaded in 2014.

The region’s governor, Serhiy Hayday, 
said on Telegram that the city is still con-

tested, adding that, as of June 9, Ukraine 
controls only 10 percent of the region, 
mostly the industrial zone of the city at a 
fertilizer plant, and some surrounding 
nearby villages.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy during his nightly address on 
June 8 said that the battle for the war-torn 

Fight rages for Severodonetsk 
in an uneven artillery duel

(Continued on page 13)

A Ukrainian soldier armed with an anti-armor MANPADS on June 8 in a trench in 
the Donbas region of Ukraine.

General Staff of the Armed Forces of Ukraine

Ukraine ambassador says Putin playing  
‘hunger games’ with world 

(Continued on page 11)
(Continued on page 15)

Andriy Studenikin, whose brother was allegedly murdered by Russian soldiers, 
stands inside a portion of the humanitarian aid center in the Plast training building in 

Bucha, Ukraine, where he helps other war victims who need help.

Roman Tymotsko



No. 24THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, JUNE 12, 20222

Chief rabbi of Moscow leaves Russia

The chief rabbi of Moscow, Pinchas 
Goldschmidt, has left Russia after he 
refused a request from state officials to 
publicly support Russia’s unprovoked inva-
sion of Ukraine, his daughter-in-law says. 
Avital Chizhik-Goldschmidt tweeted on 
June 7 that the rabbi and his spouse left 
Russia in March and are currently in Israel. 
“They are now in exile from the community 
they loved, built and raised their children in 
over 33 years,” Ms. Chizhik-Goldschmidt’s 
tweet says. The Zurich-born Mr. Gold-
schmidt had served in Moscow since 1989. 
He was elected chief rabbi of Moscow in 
1993. After his departure from Moscow in 
March, he was reelected to the post. Berel 
Lazar, Russia’s chief rabbi who is also chair-
man of the Federation of Jewish Communit-
ies of Russia and the Federation of Jewish 
Communities of the Common wealth of 
Independent States, remains in Russia 
despite publicly opposing the conflict in 
Ukraine. It was not known whether state 
officials have asked him to publicly support 
the war. (RFE/RL’s Russian Service, with 
reporting by The Jerusalem Post and The 
Times of Israel)

Russia’s war ‘great tragedy,’ Merkel says

Former German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel has said that she tried hard to pre-
vent the situation in Ukraine from develop-
ing into a full-blown conflict. Speaking in 
her first interview since leaving office, she 
said she felt “great sadness” that German-
French efforts around the Minsk peace 
accords with Russia didn’t work out, but 
she does not blame herself. “Diplomacy 
isn’t wrong just because it didn’t work,” she 
said, speaking in the interview broadcast 
on ARD on June 7. “So, I don’t see why I 
should have to say that it was wrong and I 
won’t apologize for it.” The Minsk peace 
accords reached in 2014 and 2015 aimed 
to resolve the conflict in eastern Ukraine 
between Kremlin-backed separatists and 
Ukrainian government forces. The leaders 
of Ukraine, Russia, Germany and France 
met under the so-called Normandy format 
to seek an end to the conflict, but the 
accords became hamstrung by differing 
interpretations of their contents and the 

process for implementing them. While 
never fully successful, the peace process 
“brought some calm” that gave Ukraine sev-
eral years to develop as a nation and 
strengthen its military, she said. Addressing 
the current situation, Ms. Merkel said there 
was no justification for Russia’s “brutal dis-
regard of international law.” She said the 
attack was a big mistake and asks herself 
what could have been done differently. 
“Could we have done more to prevent this, 
what I’m now calling a great tragedy? And 
that’s why you ask, why I’m still naturally 
asking these questions.” She said she had 
been against a plan to let Ukraine into the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) 
because she wanted to prevent an escala-
tion with Russia and because Ukraine was 
not ready to join the alliance. She also said 
that she had not been naive about Russian 
President Vladimir Putin’s “hate” of the 
Western democratic model, saying she had 
warned her colleagues several times that 
he wanted to tear apart the European 
Union. During her tenure, Ms. Merkel made 
a point of maintaining communication with 
Putin as she championed a commerce-driv-
en, pragmatic approach toward Moscow. 
But her handling of the Nord Stream 2 
pipeline to deliver natural gas from Russia 
to Germany was heavily criticized for deep-
ening Germany’s dependence on Russian 
energy. The pipeline was under construc-
tion during Ms. Merkel’s time in office, but 
it has been blocked from going into opera-
tion since Russia’s invasion. Ms. Merkel, 67, 
stepped down last year after serving as 
chancellor of Germany from 2005-2021, 
representing the Christian Democratic 
Union (CDU). In recent months, she said 
she did not wish to speak publicly as a 
retired leader who should not interfere 
from the sidelines with the work of her suc-
cessor, Olaf Scholz of the Social Democratic 
Party of Germany (SPD). Last week she 
finally said that she supported all efforts by 
the German government, the European 
Union, the United States, NATO, the Group 
of Seven and the United Nations to “put a 
stop to this barbaric war of aggression by 
Russia.” (RFE/RL, with reporting by 
Reuters and dpa)

(Continued on page 14)

 NEWS ANALYSIS

by Pavel K. Baev
Eurasia Daily Monitor

Russian military strategists argue that 
modern wars are decided in the high-inten-
sity initial period, and the multi-pronged 
large-scale offensive into Ukraine was 
indeed launched on February 24 with the 
aim of achieving a decisive success in the 
first couple of weeks. Yet as the war 
crossed the symbolic 100 days milestone 
last weekend, on June 4, nothing resem-
bling a victory was discernible on Russia’s 
strategic horizon, even if the aims have 
been reduced to conquering the devastated 
Donetsk and Luhansk regions. Russian 
troops keep pushing into the ruins of 
Severodonetsk behind heavy artillery bar-
rages, but they cannot deliver anything 
resembling the elegant enveloping opera-
tions that are so highly valued by Russia’s 
military theorists (Svoboda.org, June 3). 
The sequence of minor tactical successes 
over the last couple of weeks may, in fact, 
bring strategic defeat closer, as tired battal-
ion tactical groups take more casualties 
and can only be merged together rather 
than reinforced due to the lack of reserves 
(Riddle, June 3).

Russian high command has given up on 
concepts describing the modern battlefield 
as an interplay of high-technology weapons 

systems, and it has fallen back on Soviet-
era field manuals prescribing massive 
applications of firepower. This archaic 
operational planning is accompanied by 
the de-modernization of Russian force 
structures: legacy weapons systems are 
being reintroduced, while vintage arma-
ments such as T-62 tanks are recovered 
from old depots (Ferra.ru, May 30). The 
Russian Air Force can neither establish 
control over the airspace nor provide effec-
tive ground support, so it is artillery that 
dominates the open but densely built-up 
front lines of the battle for the Donbas 
(Meduza, June 3). Numerical advantage in 
large guns is still on the Russian side, but 
the accelerated delivery of various Western 
artillery systems, including M777 howit-
zers from the United States and its allies, 
will soon give the Ukrainian army a signifi-
cant edge (Izvestia, May 19). What makes 
Russian command even more nervous is 
Washington’s decision to supply Ukraine 
with the M142 HIMARS guided missiles 
with a range of 70 kilometers, which could 
punish the Russian tactics of amassing 
artillery in fixed positions (Svoboda.org, 
June 1).

The Kremlin has issued a stream of 
warnings that the delivery of U.S. missiles 

by Vadim Shtepa
Eurasia Daily Monitor

One hundred days into Russia’s full-scale 
invasion of Ukraine and the war has effec-
tively “zeroed out” all Russian domestic 
politics – if politics is to be understood in 
the classical sense of the term as a competi-
tion of public ideas and their struggle for 
victory in elections. Significantly, in May of 
last month, the leader of the Just Russia 
party, Sergei Mironov, called for outright 
canceling the September 2022 “single vot-
ing day,” in which 15 governors and 6 
regional legislatures are to be elected. Mr. 
Mironov argued that in the conditions of a 
“special military operation [as the war is 
euphemistically called inside Russia],” 
political competition “splits the country”; 
today, everyone needs to support the presi-
dent, and the money that would have been 
spent on holding the elections should, 
instead, be redirected to the needs of the 
army (Interfax, May 17).

Yet the Kremlin did not heed the appeal 
of its faithful ally, and maintained the con-
venient façade of democracy over Russia’s 
increasingly authoritarian system. Today, 
elections pose no danger to the authorities 
– opposition candidates simply do not have 
the opportunity to run because of the 
numerous electoral “filters” that are in 
place. All the governors appointed by the 
Kremlin unanimously supported the “spe-
cial military operation,” and not a single 
State Duma deputy voted against it. There 
were only two exceptions: individual depu-
ties of regional parliaments spoke out 
against the war, one in the Republic of Komi 
(Region.Expert, March 1) and another in 
Primorsky Krai (Sibir.Realii, May 27). 
Interestingly, both protesters represent the 
Communist Party, although the Moscow 
leadership of this party unconditionally 
supports the war. These contrarian depu-

ties probably consciously reflected the 
opinion of their local communities, which 
often disagree with the center but have lim-
ited opportunities to express their interests 
due to the ban in Russia on regional politi-
cal parties.

The sharp increase in censorship restric-
tions, when even the slogan “We are for 
peace” can result in prosecution (BBC 
News – Russian service, March 30), marks 
the transformation of President Vladimir 
Putin’s regime from authoritarian toward 
one that more closely resembles a totalitar-
ian regime. If Kremlin authoritarianism 
was characterized by the suppression of 
political opponents, now the regime no lon-
ger recognizes any legal status for oppo-
nents at all. Effectively, no lawful opposition 
exists in Russia today, and free political dis-
cussion is possible only in exile. Almost 
four million Russians have left the country 
since the beginning of this year (RBC, May 
7).

The situation is reminiscent of the Soviet 
era before Perestroika, when legal political 
discussions were also fundamentally 
impossible. Any criticism of the state ideol-
ogy entailed a criminal charge of “anti-Sovi-
etism.” But unlike the late-Soviet period, 
Putin’s quasi-totalitarianism is more offen-
sive and aggressive. In addition, the current 
Russian ideology, if one can be identified, 
mixes together all the imperial stages of the 
country’s history (both Soviet and tsarist), 
while criticism of the Kremlin’s expansion-
ist policy is portrayed as “Russophobia.” 
The speaker of the Federation Council (the 
Russian senate), Valentina Matviyenko, 
recently said that restoring relations with 
the West is possible only if the latter stops 
“holding back Russia” (RIA Novosti, June 2). 
And former president Dmitry Medvedev, 
who has turned from a “liberal” into one of 

After 100 days, Russian offensive 
crawls toward eventual defeat

Is this the Russian empire’s last war?
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under protective barrages to at least 
squeeze the Russians back to the borders 
that existed before the Kremlin launched its 
full-scale war on Ukraine on February 24, 
or even to regain all of Ukraine’s territory 
before Russian President Vladimir Putin 
first attacked the country in 2014. 

Russia hoped its concentrated assault on 
eastern Ukraine would force Ukraine to set-
tle for peace and is angry that the new 
weapons supplies will ease pressure on 
Kyiv. Putin’s spokesman Dmitry Peskov said 
America’s weapons announcement was 
“intentionally adding fuel to the fire.” 

This correspondent recently visited the 
eastern frontlines after he was invited to 
accompany a trio of people sent there by 
Mr. Zelenskyy and Ukrainian Defense 
Minister Oleksiy Reznikov. 

Those battlefields have already pro-
duced countless heroes and the president 
and defense minister regularly send repre-
sentatives to formally recognize the brav-
ery of troops in the very places where they 
are fighting. 

This time the task was entrusted to pres-
idential adviser Andrii Gota, Alex Mocha-
nov, who works with Mr. Reznikov, and an 
airborne colonel, Serhiy (who asked that 
only his first name be used in print). This 
group left Kyiv at 2 a.m. one May morning. 

The three men, armed with pistols and 
machine guns, otherwise were not accom-
panied by a security escort. It turned out 
that among his many other colorful 
achievements, Mr. Mochanov had been a 
champion rally driver who competed 
around the world.

The group sped along highways largely 
deserted because of the military curfew 
and arrived at dawn at their first destina-
tion, a special forces base outside of the city 
of Dnipro, some 170 miles from Kyiv. 

The ceremonies were simple affairs 
where the officials read out citations and 
handed recipients semi-automatic pistols, 
regarded by warriors all over the world as a 
much-prized and fitting token of recogni-
tion for their deeds. 

This correspondent was asked not to 
reveal the recipients’ identities, as Kremlin 
propaganda eagerly exploits such names. 
Some had relatives trapped in Russian-
occupied territory. 

The first award went to the general in 
charge of that special forces division and 
two of his colonels who had risked their 
lives in combat, inspiring their comrades-
in-arms. 

In his early 40s, the bearded, spare-
framed general in combat fatigues said he 
viewed the award as a recognition for all of 
his men’s sacrifices. The special forces are 
deployed to stiffen resistance or spearhead 
breakthroughs in the toughest spots of the 
war, and the general’s voice trembled with 
emotion as he described the horrific toll 
that Russian artillery and missiles had 
taken on the lives of his men. 

From Dnipro, the group sped 200 miles 
east toward the Donbas region, the collec-
tive name for the Luhansk and Donetsk 
oblasts. The sound of artillery being fired 
and shells exploding increased as the 
group neared the battle zone. Sometimes 
the four-wheel-drive vehicle was shrouded 
in smoke from exploding shells that set 
alight the forests on either side of the road. 

Moscow has partially controlled the 
Donbas since Kremlin leader Vladimir 
Putin first invaded Ukraine in 2014. After 
his forces were forced to retreat from 
around Kyiv and Ukraine’s second largest 
city, Kharkiv, in April, Putin was desperate 
for a victory. So, his forces have concentrat-
ed in the east with more men and materiel 
on the way and with orders to take territo-
ry regardless of the cost in Russian lives.

And, indeed, Ukraine’s forces say they 
have been inflicting huge losses on the 
Russians – claims usually verified by 
Western satellite and other intelligence. 

The fighting is happening in towns and 
villages whose previously obscure names, 
such as Kramatorsk, Sloviansk, Lyman, 
Siversk, Druzhkovka, Andreevka, Bakhmat, 
Popasna, Severodonetsk, Lysychansk, 
Bilohorivka and Rubizhne, briefly flare to 
prominence in the international press. 

Vastly outnumbered, Ukrainian fighters 
defend themselves against a relentless and 
brutal onslaught that reduces their build-
ings to rubble and slaughters their inhabit-
ants who have not yet fled. Often, they are 
killed while huddling for shelter in schools, 
hospitals and churches or, as happened to 
50 people in Kramatorsk, while waiting at 
the railway station to be evacuated. 

Every one of those individuals who 
were met by the group of highranking 
Ukrainian officials were modest, almost 
shy, when their citations were read out in 
dugouts and bunkers in fields or the base-
ments of buildings that have been their 
home for weeks. 

In Siversk, the unit commander, who 
goes by the nom-de-guerre Vedmid, which 
means Bear, and one of his men, received 
citations and pistols in their basement 
shelter while shells exploded somewhere 
above ground, as a Russian helicopter 
headed towards the group before changing 
course after likely detecting it was itself 
being targeted by a Ukrainian missile. 

Vedmid described how his unit had 
taken part in a fierce battle to stop an 
attempt by the Russians to cross the 
Siversky Donets River on pontoons to 
encircle Ukrainians defending Severo-
donetsk and Lysychansk. 

Ukrainian artillery and mortars ham-
mered the Russians who, nonetheless, 
repeatedly resumed their fruitless 
attacks. Satellite images, which went viral 
in the international press and social 
media, indicated some 70 armored vehi-
cles and at least 500 Russian soldiers 
were destroyed.

Vedmid said his men were amazed at 
the Russians’ suicidal attacks.

“Russian commanders don’t care how 
many lives they waste because they are 
either callous maniacs or petrified of pun-
ishment for failure. So, they are using tra-
ditional Soviet tactics of sending waves of 
soldiers directly into enemy fire in a way 
we would never do,” Vedmid said. 

Thousands of Ukrainian soldiers have 
gained battlefield experience since Russia’s 
2014 invasion. Western military training – 
chiefly by British and American instructors 
– has not only taught them how to operate 
new weapons but it has also changed their 
mindset, instilling confidence in soldiers of 

every rank to use their initiative and, if 
superiors are unavailable, to take com-
mand themselves. 

That has allowed more creative and 
nimbler Ukrainian forces to cancel out 
some of Russia’s advantages in the size of 
its military. 

Yet sheer weight of numbers has 
allowed Moscow’s forces to slowly make 
gains. 

Mr. Mochanov said that the Russians 
have adjusted their tactics from the first 
days of the invasion that saw them try to 
enter defended towns and territory which 
resulted in hundreds of Russian tanks and 
other armored vehicles destroyed and 
thousands of their men dead. 

Russia is using hundreds of batteries of 
Soviet-era heavy artillery and a seemingly 
limitless supply of 152-mm shells to pum-
mel Ukrainian forces from a distance for 
days before sending in ground forces. 

Ukrainians, so far, have been dependent 
on mostly the same type of artillery. 
However, Ukraine possesses a fraction of 
the artillery units that Russia has 
deployed. Mr. Mochanov said that Russia’s 
abundance of artillery and shells means 
that it fires some 10 for each one aimed by 
the Ukrainians. 

Despite the ageing artillery being noto-
riously-inaccurate, the massive scale of its 
use has prevented Kyiv’s forces from coun-
ter-attacking and it produces a terrifying 
ratio in Russia’s favor. 

Many of the men this correspondent 
spoke with described the scenes around 
them as “sheer hell.” 

Mr. Zelenskyy has disclosed that up to 
100 Ukrainian soldiers were being killed 
each day in the fighting in eastern Ukraine.

Mr. Mochanov said though that, while 
Ukrainian soldiers could spread out, 
Russia’s much larger numbers of soldiers 
and equipment were packed in tight, and, 
as a result, they were suffering devastating 
casualties from even one well-placed artil-
lery shell. 

Russians have entered towns such as 
Popasna, Rubizhne, Bilohorivka and 
Lyman but only after almost entirely wip-
ing them out. On June 2, they were close to 
taking the largest remaining points of 
Ukrainian resistance in Luhansk Oblast – 
the twin towns of Severodonetsk and 
Lysychansk. 

Their next targets were likely to be 
Kramatorsk and Slovyansk, which would 
allow them to occupy most of neighboring 
Donetsk Oblast.

To nullify Russia’s advantage, Mr. Gota 
said the West must flood Ukraine with 
sophisticated artillery and long-range mis-
sile systems that can be fired from beyond 
Russian reach and which will allow 

Ukrainians to advance under protective 
barrages of extremely accurate artillery 
and missiles to push back the Russians. 

The M777’s ordinary 155-mm caliber 
shells have an 18-mile range, far longer 
than Russia’s artillery. Its “smart” guided 
shells have an even longer range and their 
trajectories can be adjusted after being 
fired to hone in on moving targets. 

The HIMARS can deliver six rockets, 
each with a massive explosive punch. 
Although some types of HIMARS ammuni-
tion can hit targets 190 miles away with 
pinpoint accuracy, Ukraine is only getting 
rockets that have a 45-mile range because 
the U.S. government is reportedly con-
cerned that Ukraine would fire artillery 
into Russia, leading to a dangerous escala-
tion of the war. Washington relented and 
sent four HIMARS after Mr. Zelenskyy 
promised that would not happen. 

France delivered CAESAR self-propelled 
howitzers that can fire 155-mm shells up 
to 31 miles. Germany and the Netherlands 
have sent a dozen Panzerhaubitze 2000 
howitzers. Berlin has said it will send state-
of-the art IRIS-T SL guided missile systems 
that it says will be able to protect entire 
Ukrainian cities from attack by Russian 
planes and missiles. The air defense system 
can hit targets 25 miles away from alti-
tudes of some 12 miles. 

The Ukrainians have already employed 
some of the M777s in an attempt to retake 
southern cities such as Kherson and 
Melitopol, which the Russians took early on 
in the war. Kyiv claimed its forces had liber-
ated some 20 villages in the Kherson 
Oblast. 

The Russians have never been able to 
pacify the populations of Kherson and 
Melitopol, which have held demonstrations 
pushing for the Kremlin’s troops to leave. 
Ukrainian special forces and local partisans 
have killed scores of Russian military per-
sonnel, according to Ukrainian officials. 

The Ukrainian advance in the south is 
intended to draw Russian forces away from 
the Donbas battlefields. But liberating both 
cities would be a huge morale-booster for 
Ukrainians, as well as wrecking Russia’s 
plans to control most of Ukraine’s Black 
Sea coastline. 

Mr. Gota said Ukraine’s fate hangs on the 
outcome of a race between how fast 
Ukraine receives new weaponry and how 
swiftly Russia can muster fresh forces to 
throw into the battle. 

Without the timely arrival of sufficient 
quantities of these new, sophisticated and 
powerful western weapons, Mr. Gota said, 
the Russians could gain more territory and 
the war may become a fixture on the 
European continent for many years to 
come.

(Continued from page 1)

War is a race...

Col. Serhiy (right, who provided only his first name for security purposes), reads a 
military citation that was given to a member of the Armed Forces of Ukraine for pro-

fessionalism, honor and valor.

Askold Krushelnycky

Ukrainian soldiers took shelter from a 
helicopter threat.
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Ukrainian forces pushed to outskirts of Severodonetsk, governor says, as talks on grain exports conclude

Western sanctions unlikely to threaten Putin’s government, Russian economist says

RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service

Ukrainian forces have been pushed to 
the outskirts of the eastern city of 
Severodonetsk, the region’s governor said 
on June 8 as the Turkish and Russian for-
eign affairs ministers concluded talks in 
Ankara on a plan to open a sea corridor to 
allow exports of Ukrainian grain.

Luhansk governor Serhiy Hayday said 
Ukrainian forces control the outskirts of 
Severodonetsk, but that fighting continues. 
He told the RBC-Ukraine media outlet that 
“it is impossible to say the Russians com-
pletely control the city.”

Mr. Hayday said later on Telegram that 

Russian forces “control a large part of 
Severodonetsk” but he added that the 
industrial zone of the city “is still ours.” 
Fighting continues in the streets, he said.

Severodonetsk has been the focus of fight-
ing for weeks. It became the target of Russia’s 
assault after their forces were repelled from 
other parts of Ukraine following Moscow’s 
invasion of the country in February.

Ukrainian special forces launched a 
counteroffensive days ago and cleared 
almost half of the city, but it made no sense 
for them to stay when Russia started level-
ling the area with shelling and air strikes, 
Mr. Hayday was quoted as saying in the 
RBC-Ukraine report.

Mr. Hayday said that Lysychansk, which 
is across the river from Severodonetsk, was 
also being shelled.

Lysychansk remains fully under the con-
trol of the Ukrainian Army but is under 
“powerful and chaotic” shelling, he said on 
Telegram, accusing Russian forces of delib-
erately targeting hospitals and humanitari-
an aid distribution centers.

“The destruction is enormous,” he said.
Mr. Hayday’s accounts could not be 

immediately verified.
Russia claimed on June 7 that residential 

areas in Severodonetsk had been “fully liber-
ated” while Ukrainian forces still held the 
industrial zone and surrounding settlements.

But the British Defense Ministry said on 
June 8 that it was unlikely either side had 
gained “significant ground” the previous day.

The Ukrainian defenses are holding, the 
ministry said in its daily intelligence bulle-
tin, despite Russia’s continued assault on 
the city from three directions.

The British intelligence report assessed 
that Russian forces have been solely con-
centrating their offensive on the central 
Donbas sector and have remained on the 
defensive on its flanks.

The report also said Ukrainians had even 
achieved some success recently “by coun-

by Sergei Medvedev
RFE/RL

Russia’s economy will be hit hard by 
Western sanctions, but President Vladimir 
Putin faces no immediate political risk 
and his government will likely weather 
the economic fallout, a prominent Russian 
economist and banker said.

In an interview with RFE/RL’s Russian 
Service, Andrei Movchan said the war in 
Ukraine – now in its fourth month – was a 
powerful drain on the Russian govern-
ment coffers, as were the punitive sanc-
tions imposed by the West in response.

But he said that high global oil prices 
would buttress the government’s financ-
es, and that even though the wider 
Russian economy – and average Russians, 
in particular – will suffer, that was unlike-
ly to pose a threat to Putin’s rule.

“Predictions about the imminent death 
of the regime have been made largely by 
the same people who have been making 
them for the past 20 years, and these pre-
dictions have not changed in any way,” Mr. 
Movchan said in the June 7 interview, 

speaking from London. “Petrocratic 
regimes are generally stable. Sanctions 
pressure rarely changes regimes,” he said.

“Sanctions pressure consolidates 
regimes, makes them more stable, self-
contained and reactionary,” he said. “The 
war has indeed now become the means 
for maintaining hydrocarbon prices. The 
budget, of course, will suffer, and the 
Russian economy will have even greater 
problems in the coming years, compara-
ble to those of the 1990s.”

An economist by training, Mr. Movchan 
was a top executive at two of Russia’s 
leading independent investment banks 
during the 1990s and 2000s before 
launching his own asset management 
firm.

Russia’s economy is forecast to shrink 
drastically this year, as Western sanctions 
cripple the country’s GDP. The World 
Bank predicts output will shrink 11.2 per-
cent this year, while Russia’s own Central 
Bank forecasts a drop of 7.5 percent.

The Bank of Finland forecasts a 10 per-
cent decline in GDP, while the Washington-
based Institute of International Finance 

has a dramatically darker forecast, pre-
dicting a drop of 15 percent.

Such a decrease would be the sharpest 
since the early 1990s, when Russia was 
struggling to make the difficult transition 
from a state-controlled economy to a free 
market.

Russia remains heavily reliant on the 
export of oil and gas, revenues from 
which have bolstered its finances and sty-
mied Western efforts to restrain Moscow 
economically.

The European Union foreign affairs 
chief has estimated that oil exports alone 
yield $1 billion a day for Russia.

Mr. Movchan said that whatever eco-
nomic pain Russia feels is likely to be felt 
most acutely by average citizens.

“Of course, the losers from this war, 
despite these [high oil] prices, are the 
ordinary people of Russia who had little 
access to the export of hydrocarbons 
before – and now it will be much less.

“For the elites, the balance of the cur-
rent account of foreign exchange transac-
tions is really important, and it will be 
maintained quite stably,” he said of an 

important indicator of economic health. 
That “will allow the elites to rule, satisfy 
their needs and control the power bloc” – 
a reference to the security, law enforce-
ment and military agencies that hold 
oversized influence on government policy.

“Stability of the type seen in Iran, 
Venezuela, North Korea: that’s what 
Russia is now entering into,” he said.

Asked about the likelihood of substan-
tive political change as a result of the 
sanctions, Mr. Movchan predicted there 
would be little.

“Sanctions certainly have an economic 
effect, but they really do not lead to a seri-
ous change in foreign and domestic policy 
and to a change in power,” he said.

(Written by Mike Eckel based on 
reporting by Sergei Medvedev)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/western-sanctions-
unlikely-to-threaten-putins-government-
interview/31889297.html).

(Continued on page 16)
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The Weekly’s correspondent experiences full-blown war, irony of displacement and return home
by Mark Raczkiewycz

KYIV – On the morning of February 24, I 
woke up in a hotel room in Ivano-Fran-
kivsk, a city in one of Ukraine’s western-
most regions, to the sound of explosions. 

Still half asleep, I presumed that a thun-
derstorm was approaching the city. It later 
turned out that military and fuel storage 
targets were being struck at the city’s air-
port. Those attacks took place nationwide 
and nearly simultaneously at 3:50 a.m.-4 
a.m.

As I grabbed my cell phone and opened 
the hotel room’s window to smoke and lis-
ten to see if I could hear where the explo-
sions were coming from, a slew of texts, 
messages on various social platforms and 
phone calls came up on my phone, all 
unread (I usually sleep like a rock and turn 
my phone to silent mode so that I can sleep 
undisturbed). 

Naturally, I first called my chief editor, 
Andrew Nynka, whose missed call from 
Lviv was among my messages. 

“It’s started,” he said of Russia’s full-scale 
invasion of Ukraine. 

Russia had the previous day taken down 
all of its flags at all of its diplomatic mis-
sions in the country, including at its Lviv 
consulate, which Mr. Nynka confirmed and 
which also came as a foreboding sign. 

He and I briefly discussed a plan of cov-
erage for The Ukrainian Weekly because 
that was the last day to file an article by 
deadline for the newspaper. 

Afterward, I called my wife who couldn’t 
to leave Kyiv that day because nobody was 
allowed out. She managed to flee the next 
day, making a 22-hour trek to Lviv in our 
Ford Kuga. I had been searching for living 
space in the western part of the country, 
having believed intelligence reports of 
Russia’s impending invasion. We would 
eventually reunite, together with my two 
sons, in two days. 

As I kept chain smoking at the open win-
dow, explosions could still be heard. One by 
one, I responded to missed phone calls. My 
Washington, D.C., buddy wanted to know 
where I was and whether I was safe. He 
was shocked to hear that I was still in the 
hotel. I had him on speaker and he could 
hear in the background the ongoing explo-
sions.

My older son’s godfather in Toronto also 
wasn’t sleeping and told me what he was 
seeing on television. I was in denial about 
what I was hearing from different sources, 
though I was getting identical accounts. 

Russia was bent on taking over the coun-
try. I only thought that Russia would want 
to capture the remainder of the Donbas, 
constituting the easternmost Luhansk and 
Donetsk regions.

Trying to remain calm, I showered and 
went for my inclusive hotel breakfast, but I 
was so nauseous and drawn to my phone 
that all I had was lemonade and coffee. The 
cafeteria was as silent as a mouse in a 
church. 

I checked out of the hotel early on 
February 26 and drove to Lviv where I 
rejoined my family. A Ukrainian truck driv-
er from the city who lives in Chicago let us 
stay in his vacant apartment. A gentleman 
whose profession I don’t know still and 
whom I met in the smoking room of the 
hotel told me he was driving to Lviv and 
said he would take me there. 

The man refused to take money for gas 
and I barely managed to buy him coffee at 
the gas station as a gesture of gratitude.

Lviv, PTSD

My wife was visibly exhausted after driv-
ing 22 hours to Lviv in what would normal-
ly have been a seven-hour drive. Yet I criti-
cized her in the middle of winter for scat-
tering snowy shoes in the hallway in our 
host’s apartment. 

We only had four days’ worth of clothing 
between four family members along with 
essential documents, such as passports. 

This is when I started reading about 
post-traumatic stress disorder, or war trau-
ma, and how to talk to children about vio-
lent conflicts. My boys are 11 and six years 
old. 

I had seen war before. Russia first invad-
ed Ukraine in 2014, illegally annexing the 
Crimean Peninsula and taking over parts of 
the easternmost regions of Donetsk and 
Luhansk. 

But this war was more intense and, liv-
ing in Kyiv, we never really felt the direct 
effect of the war that began in 2014. 

Anger at the Russian populous began to 
fill me up after I read survey findings from 
the Yuri Levada center polling firm in 
Moscow which found that the vast majority 
of Russians supported the full-scale war on 
Ukraine. A distant relative in Moscow called 
me on the third day of the renewed inva-
sion on WhatsApp to call me a “nationalist.” 
He said that, after 20 years of living in 
Ukraine, I “should’ve long ago integrated 
with the Russian world.”

Evacuation

Our psychological health was deteriorat-
ing in Lviv. Constant air raid sirens, curfews 
and the general feeling of uncertainty took 
its toll. 

We were internally displaced and my 
two sons weren’t even taking online classes 
for school. 

I still worked for The Ukrainian Weekly, 
the Kyiv Post and Radio Free Europe/Radio 
Liberty. 

But we couldn’t stand the constant 
stress and we stopped going to the bomb 
shelter, instead placing our children either 
in the bath tub or sitting together in the 
corridor in between thick walls where 
there were no windows. 

Calls from Chicago, my hometown, were 
constant. They beckoned us to leave and 
come to the U.S.

Crossing by foot

We left our vehicle in an underground, 
secured parking spot on March 8 and had a 
family friend drive us to the Polish border 
on that day – a Communist-era national 
holiday to honor international women’s 
rights. 

In freezing weather, it took us about six 
hours to cross the border on foot, and then 
we waited several more hours before my 
wife’s former Ukrainian colleague arrived 
to drive us eight more hours to Warsaw 
where we spent two nights at a hotel room, 
recovering from the stressful journey. 

I managed to file an article from the 
Polish capital while staying in the hotel.

Chicago arrival

We took a direct flight to Chicago on 
March 10 and the first thought in my head 
was that I’m like my grandparents on both 
my maternal and paternal sides, who all 
fled Ukraine during World War II. 

My cousin, a traveling nurse from New 
Orleans, generously shared her apartment 
with use for three weeks until I found more 
permanent living space near the Ukrainian 
Village neighborhood of Chicago. My moth-
er lent us her car to use as well. 

My older brother helped to secure free 
tuition at a private Catholic primary school 
for out two sons and an Orthodox church in 
the area also gave them free tuition for 
weekly Ukrainian-language lessons on 
Saturdays. 

Our sons also started attending meet-
ings of the Ukrainian American Youth 
Association. 

Family members and friends gave us 
money and sent clothing from as far away 
as Kentucky and Washington, D.C.

The school also had a delivery depot 
where we could take home clothes and per-
sonal care items. We started visiting a 
weekly food pantry as wellto save money 
on groceries. 

My wife started taking free English-
language and computer courses at a city 
college. 

It was ironic that people whose parents 
or grandparents were themselves displaced 
did not or would not understand us. 

“How long will you stay here,” was one of 
the insensitive questions they would ask – 
as if we knew what the madman in the 
Kremlin is thinking.

Back to Kyiv

Once my family was relatively in place, 
plans were made to go back to Kyiv and 
check on our apartment where a displaced 
woman from Donetsk had been living in 
order to prevent looters from breaking in to 
our apartment.

It was the same long journey, but done 
almost in reverse – a flight to Warsaw, a bus 
to Lviv and an overnight train to Kyiv. 

I entered my apartment on May 26 to a 
different country and different people. 

We all have PTSD, some more severe 
than others. We all are bonding and sharing 
stories. Almost every married man with 
children I know has his spouse and off-
spring somewhere in Poland, the Czech 
Republic, Austria, Germany or elsewhere. 

Able-bodied men aged up to 60 years old 
must stay in the country as a result of 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelens kyy’s 
general mobilization for the war effort. 

Some individuals with only resident per-
mits in other countries also cannot leave 
Ukraine. They had been visiting when the 
full-blown invasion started and didn’t 
believe it would happen. 

Stories of summer homes, or “dachas,” 
being destroyed in the surrounding sub-
urbs are common. As are stories of survival. 

My northerly neighborhood of Obolon 
saw Russian subversive and special opera-
tion forces roaming the area to get to the 
center of town after either landing at the 
Hostomel Airport or racing from the 
Belarusian border – some in armored vehi-
cles that Ukraine’s territorial defense forces 
eventually stopped. 

At least one air raid siren blares a day, 
and Kyiv was struck by Russian missiles as 
recently as June 5.

Normalcy

People mostly now ignore air raid sirens 
and just sit in outdoor cafes, whereas earli-
er in Lviv we would take our blankets, 
essential documents and water bottles to a 
bomb shelter. 

Life is mostly normal in Kyiv. Unfortu-
nately, whole cities, towns and village have 
been transformed into dustbins by inces-
sant and indiscriminate Russian shelling 
and bombardment. 

The main consensus is still that Russia is 
neither winning nor is Ukraine losing the 
unconscionable and unjustified war.

 REPORTER’S NOTEBOOK

The calendar page from February 2022 
designating the month when Russia 
launched a full-scale invasion of Ukraine 
and which remained open until a corre-
spondent for The Ukrainian Weekly 
returned to his apartment in Kyiv on 

May 26. 

 The Kyiv-based brewery Obolon offers a 
lager named after the Turkish war drone 
Bayraktar, which has proven its combat 
effectiveness in the ongoing Russo-

Ukrainian war. 

Mark Raczkiewycz

Tape is affixed to a balcony door in the 
Kyiv apartment of a correspondent for 
The Ukrainian Weekly that was meant to 
prevent glass from scattering throughout 
the room after explosions from shelling 

or bombing. 
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The Russian State Duma on June 7 passed a pair of bills nearly unanimously to 
end the jurisdiction of the European Court of Human Rights in the country.  One 
deputy from the opposition Communist Party voted against the measure. The first 
bill would remove Russia from the jurisdiction of the court, while the other sets a 
March 15 deadline as a cutoff for any rulings against Russia. Any rulings by the 
court passed against Russia after that date – meaning now – would not be imple-
mented.

While the two bills must still be signed by the Russian ruler, Vladimir Putin, 
which he will most certainly do, the country’s representatives have already 
informed the director general of the Council of Europe that Russia was withdraw-
ing from the court.  It’s a move Russia said it was making based on Article 7 of the 
organization’s charter, which allows any member of the Council to withdraw from 
the body after providing official notification.

Meanwhile, Fortune reported on June 7 that the Russian Ambassador to the 
United Nations Vassily Nebenzya stormed out of a Security Council meeting after 
the European Council President Charles Michel said “Russia alone” was responsi-
ble for engineering a food crisis that will likely impact most of the developing 
countries around the globe, if not all countries around the world.

“Mr. Ambassador of the Russian Federation, let’s be honest, the Kremlin is using 
food supplies as a stealth missile against developing countries,” Mr. Michel said. 
“The dramatic consequences of Russia’s war are spilling over across the globe This 
is driving up food prices, pushing people into poverty, and destabilizing entire 
regions.”

Videos of Mr. Michel speaking at the U.N. Security Council in New York showed 
the European Council president discussing his own trip to Odesa, Ukraine, where 
he said he saw millions of tons of grain and wheat being held up in containers and 
ships, blocked from moving out to the world by Russian warships stationed in the 
Black Sea. He also said that Russian bombs and missile strikes have prevented 
Ukrainian farmers from producing more food.

“It is Russia’s tanks, bombs and mines that are preventing Ukraine from plant-
ing and harvesting. The Kremlin is also targeting grain storage and stealing grain 
from areas it has occupied while shifting the blame on others,” Mr. Michel said. 
“This is cowardly. This is propaganda. Pure and simple propaganda.”

Between deciding to leave the jurisdiction of the European Court of Human 
Rights and walking out of the U.N. Security Council meeting, it is clear that repre-
sentatives of the Russian Federation simply want to ignore the consequences of 
their country’s horrific actions in Ukraine. As Mr. Nebenzya stormed out of the 
Security Council chamber, Reuters reported that the visibly irritated Russian 
ambassador to the U.N. told the news agency that he was leaving because of “the 
lies that Charles Michel came here to distribute.”

As Mr. Nebenzya got up to leave the chamber, Mr. Michel called out after him, 
saying, “You may leave the room, maybe it’s easier not to listen to the truth, dear 
ambassador.” Indeed, the truth can often be hard to hear, but it must nonetheless 
be said and Russian representatives must hear that the Western world knows the 
truth of what is happening in Ukraine.

The Ukrainian Weekly

Ten years ago, on June 19, 2012, Ukraine’s soccer team suf-
fered a controversial 0-1 loss against England in the 2012 Euro 
Cup soccer championship at Donbas Arena in Donetsk.

Ukraine appeared to score a goal in the 62nd minute when 
Marko Devic’s deflected shot looped over the goal line before it 

was hooked clear by English defender John Terry. However, neither the referee nor his 
extra assistant, standing on the playing field a few yards from the post, awarded the goal.

“The goal that wasn’t given really changed our plan because, if it was given, I think the 
whole game could have looked another way,” said Ukraine team captain Andriy 
Shevchenko. “We tried to give Ukraine a gift, but we weren’t able to do it.”

The controversial decision to not allow the goal was expected to additional pressure on 
Union of European Football Associations (UEFA) President Michel Platini to reconsider his 
stance on goal-line replay technology.

Ihor N. Stelmach summarized the match in his report for The Ukrainian Weekly.
“Ukraine took the game to England, yet it lacked the ability to get totally through its 

opponents. The offensive strategy of quick blasts on goal did not achieve the desired 
results. Perhaps a more tempered, disguised attack was in order. The controversial ‘ghost 
goal’ did not help matters,” Mr. Stelmach wrote.

Peruglia Collina, chief refereeing officer for UEFA, said on June 20 that the on-field deci-
sion to not allow the goal scored by Ukraine was an error. Hungarian referee Viktor Kassai 
and his assistants, who decided against awarding the goal, were excluded from further 
work in the tournament. FIFA, the international soccer federation, decided in 2016 to 
adopt Video Assisted Referee (VAR) technology, with VAR used in the 2018 FIFA World 
Cup, the Ukrainian Premier League, the Ukrainian First League, and during the Ukrainian 
Cup and Ukrainian Super Cup matches.

Source: “England eliminates Ukraine amid controversial decisions,” by Ihor N. Stelmach, 
The Ukrainian Weekly, June 24, 2012.

June
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Turning the pages back...

by Alex Horobets
Eurasia Daily Monitor

A group of Soviet-built T-62M main bat-
tle tanks were recently spotted in an occu-
pied area of Kherson Oblast in Ukraine. The 
units were equipped with metal grids over 
the turrets, apparently as some sort of 
improvised protection (Mil.in.ua, June 5). 
That account marked a continued trend in 
the Russian military that was initially 
exposed late last month. In a May 23 
report, the General Staff of the Armed 
Forces of Ukraine said a heavy loss of 
armored equipment in Ukraine battles had 
pushed the Russian command to start pull-
ing T-62 tanks from storage and use them 
to equip reserve battalion tactical groups 
that were about to be sent across the bor-
der (Facebook.com/GeneralStaff.ua, May 
23). The turret grid upgrade appears to be 
an attempt to protect these vehicles (built 
during the 1960s and 1970s) from modern 
anti-tank systems. However, Russian tank 
crews had earlier slammed such “enhance-
ments” as ridiculous. In particular, once the 
grids were installed, the turret machine 
gun could not rotate properly, while the 
antenna would short-circuit when touching 
the grid, burning down the radio and thus 
cutting off the crew’s communication with 
the unit. Also, whenever a tank caught fire, 
the crew would be effectively blocked 
inside (Moskovsky Komsomolets, May 24). 
Those lessons, however, were evidently not 
taken to heart by the Russian military lead-
ership.

This growing Russian reliance on such 
aging technology contrasts sharply with its 
propaganda about the Russian Armed 
Forces supposedly being armed with hi-
end military equipment. On May 18, a news 

story appeared of a single company of 
Terminator tank support combat vehicles 
being deployed in the Severodonetsk direc-
tion, in the Donbas region of Ukraine. These 
vehicles, put into service in 2018, are sup-
posed to operate as part of tank formations 
(RIA Novosti, May 18). However, this field-
ing of up to 10 Terminators likely had less 
to do with trying to significantly affect the 
operational situation on the battlefield and 
more with testing the technology in combat 
and creating a favorable picture for the 
media. Moreover, the Terminators already 
underwent similar testing in Syria, back in 
2017, where they provided support to the 
Syrian military’s armored units in urban 
warfare against the Islamic State 
(Rossiyskaya Gazeta, September 10, 2017). 
No records exist that this vehicle was 
deployed in greater numbers into regular 
Russian armored units; five years on, they 
continue to be tested – this time, in Ukraine.

A similar situation is developing with 
the latest Russian tanks – the modernized 
T-90M Proryv and T-14 Armata. A train car-
rying T-90M tanks was spotted in late 
February near the borders with Ukraine, 
but seemingly none of these units were 
actually used in battles until May. On May 
10, footage emerged purportedly showing 
a T-90M tank being annihilated by 
Ukraine’s Territorial Defense Forces using a 
Carl Gustaf grenade launcher outside Stary 
Saltiv, in the Kharkiv region (Focus, May 
10). However, there is no evidence that 
Russia deployed any of its T-14s in Ukraine. 
The Armata was widely mocked for stalling 
during a rehearsal for the Victory Day 
parade in Moscow in 2015, when it was 
about to be showcased for the first time 

Russia throwing Soviet-era tanks into Ukraine  
grinder, reserving Armatas for Moscow parades

The truth can be hard to hear

 NEWS ANALYSIS

Dear Editor:

It is not my intention to criticize the 
three well-meaning young ladies behind 
the letter in the May 29 issue of The 
Ukrainian Weekly (“Are we to believe Biden 
is responsible for Putin’s war?”). Everyone 
is entitled to their own opinion and free to 
believe what they will. It is, however, pain-
ful to me that they chose to so strongly 
emphasize a certain interpretation of my 
previous letter (May 22) that can lead to a 
precipitously dangerous mindset – the 
belief in an ultimate betrayal by the West.

Every indication is that Ukraine will 
need a lot more help than she is receiving. 
U.S. President Joe Biden is a nice guy and 
his moral, financial and military support is 
greatly appreciated. However, the policy of 
the Biden administration is not to humili-
ate Russia. Weapons sent to Ukraine come 
with preconditions (not to be fired into 
Russia proper as not to cause too much 
pain). Sanctions have yet to have a tangible 
effect. The North Atlantic Treaty Organiz-
ation has sidelined itself. A stronger 
response is needed if Ukraine is to achieve 
victory, and a quick one at that, and if seeds 
of a peace favorable to Ukraine espousing 
the triumph of freedom and democracy are 
to be sown following victory.

So far victory is uncertain, a quick victo-
ry unachievable and peace too elusive to be 

attainable. It will all depend on to what 
extent the governments and the peoples of 
the United States and the West value the 
freedoms they once deemed worth fighting 
for and the country fighting for them now – 
Ukraine.

Andriy Pawlowych
Union N.J.

Do we value the freedoms once deemed worth fighting for?

 LETTER TO THE EDITOR

GUIDELINES FOR LETTERS 
TO THE EDITOR

The Ukrainian Weekly welcomes letters 
to the editor that react to articles published 
on its pages. Opinions expressed by letter 
writers are their own and do not neces-
sarily reflect the opinions of either The 
Weekly editorial staff or its publisher, the 
Ukrainian National Association. 

Letters must be signed (anonymous let-
ters are not published) and the city from 
which they are sent will be published under 
the author’s name. However, the daytime 
phone number, e-mail address and com-
plete mailing address of the letter-writer 
must be given for verification purposes. 

THe LeNgTH OF LeTTeRS CAN-
NOT exCeeD 250 WORDS. Letters may 
be edited or abridged. The Weekly reserves 
the right to edit for clarity, civility and 
accuracy. 

Letters should be sent to staff@
ukrweekly.com or to The Ukrainian 
Weekly, 2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, 
Parsippany, NJ 07054.

(Continued on page 9)
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by Ihor N. Stelmach

Hollywood movie scripts and fairy tales 
do not necessarily end in the manner we 
hope they do, but Ukraine’s 1-0 loss to 
Wales was heartbreaking for a couple of 
reasons. Their remote chance of gaining a 
spot in the 2022 World Cup was washed 
away in a rainy Cardiff City Stadium. 
Ironically, their first loss in this round of 
World Cup qualifying play may have pro-
duced the team’s finest game.

“I don’t think we deserved to lose,” 
Ukraine’s Oleksandr Zinchenko told Sky 
Sports after the Wales match. “But that’s 
football. It happens.”

This game was so much more than a 
soccer match because the Ukrainian 
national team was playing for their coun-
trymen back home who have been under 
siege for more than 100 days, fighting 
against Russia’s unprovoked invasion of 
their country. Playing on the road for the 
second time in four days against a better 
trained, well-rested team, Ukraine could 
not produce a win that would have provid-
ed an enormous morale boost for 
Ukrainians around the world.

“There is a dead silence in the locker 
room,” Ukrainian head coach Oleksandr 
Petrakov said after the game.

The coach was an excellent example of 
the backbone, passion and determination 
shown by the Ukrainians in the war and in 
soccer. Turned away at age 64 after he vol-
unteered to join a territorial defense force 
in his home country, he instead fought for 
his nation on the soccer pitch.

He succeeded in getting his players to 
focus on the game rather than the war, 
winning friendly matches in Germany and 
Italy and earning a draw with a Croatian 
club before defeating Scotland in the quali-
fying semifinal.

One win away from Ukraine’s second 
ever World Cup berth and first in 16 years 
only added to the pressure at hand.

“Everyone knows the situation in 
Ukraine … and we need to show the perfor-
mance of our lives,” Zinchenko said before 
the Wales match. “We dream as a team to 
be in the World Cup.”

This was not lost on their opponent, as 
Wales constantly expressed their solidarity 
with Ukraine, except for the 90 minutes 
that the two teams battled it out on the 
field. While most of the world wanted 
Ukraine to win, Wales had their own 
dream of qualifying for the World Cup for 
the first time in 64 years.

For Ukraine, the loss was a painful 
punch in the gut. Ukrainian players entered 
the stadium with much more on their 
minds than a game of soccer. On their 
dressing room wall there was a Ukrainian 
blue-and-yellow flag covered with hand-
written messages from soldiers on the 
front lines. Their pre-match interviews 
reiterated their hopes of giving their nation 
a reason to celebrate.

Ukraine was left to prepare for a Nations 
League match against Ireland, a third game 
in eight days. The loss to Wales was 
described as the type of loss that builds 
character. Head coach Petrakov showed his 

character by accepting the blame for his 
team’s loss.

“I have no complaints about my players,” 
he said. “Pour everything on the head 
coach. The team wins; the head coach 
loses. We did everything that we could. I 
really want the people of Ukraine to 
remember our efforts.”

Ukraine’s players cried in the rain while 
applauding their despondent supporters 
following the final whistle. Once the World 
Cup dream was doused, Petrakov’s priority 
shifted to making sure the agony and dis-
tress back home is not forgotten by the 
world.

“We have war raging all over the coun-
try,” Petrakov said. “We have children and 
women dying on a daily basis. Out infra-
structure is being ruined by Russian bar-
barians. The Russians want to hurt us, but 
the Ukrainians are resisting and defending 
their land. We just want your support. We 
just want you to understand what is hap-
pening back home.”

Back home, fortunate Ukrainians took a 
break from the misery and torment by 
watching the game in bars, including in Kyiv. 
Unfortunately, the ongoing war and missile 
strikes earlier that day in Ukraine’s capital, 
dampened the sports party mood for the 
match. Some Ukrainian soldiers on battle-
fields watched the game on their phones.

The dejected emotion from the loss was 
tempered by the premise that, in the larger 
sense, the war with Russia is way more 
critical. The game was merely a two-hour 
break from reality, a brief holiday.

One hundred free tickets out of the 
1,800-seat allocation for Ukraine were dis-
tributed to refugees forced to flee their 
homeland since Russia launched its full-
scale war on Ukraine on February 24. The 
invasion led to Russia’s disqualification 
from World Cup qualification.

Rivalries were temporarily tabled when 
the Ukrainian national anthem played and 
was applauded by the hometown fans. The 
specter of the war with Russia was clearly 
apparent in Cardiff, Wales, with a message 
of peace in both Ukrainian and English on 
the screens in Cardiff City Stadium.

Zinchenko praised his team’s efforts and 
desire, completely certain and without a 
doubt that every one of his teammates 
played to their maximum capabilities in try-
ing to achieve their World Cup dream for 
themselves and for those fighting the war.

The Manchester City midfielder empha-
sized his goal for peace and said that, while 
it was Ukraine fighting off the Russian inva-
sion today, it could easily be another coun-
try in the future.

“Everyone needs to live in peace and we 
need to stop the war altogether. Today its 
Ukraine, but who knows tomorrow. We 
need to stay together,” Zinchenko said.

Ukraine’s head coach, Petrakov, also 
commented on the war following his soc-
cer team’s loss to Wales.

“Until it touches you personally, no one 
will understand what war is. We are here 
now, and people are dying there. I don’t 
know what words to choose for the guys 
on the front line. Guys, we did everything 
we could today,” Petrakov said.

A heartbreaking loss  
on the pitch for Team Ukraine

 COMMENTARY

Opinions expressed by columnists, commentators and letter-writers are their 
own and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of either The Ukrainian Weekly 
editorial staff or its publisher, the Ukrainian National Association.

Similarly, paid advertisements do not reflect the opinions of either The Weekly 
or its publisher.

OpiniOns

Henry Kissinger is back! Now 99 years 
of age, Mr. Kissinger recently made a virtual 
appearance at the World Economic Forum 
in Davos, Switzerland. He warned the West 
against defeating Russia. In order to 
achieve peace, Ukraine should accept 
Russian domination of the Crimean 
Peninsula and other territories, if neces-
sary, Mr. Kissinger suggested.

Mr. Kissinger and I go back to 1976-
1977.  He was secretary of state in the 
Gerald R. Ford administration, and I was 
President Ford’s special assistant for ethnic 
affairs. We had different ideas regarding 
how to deal with the USSR. He was in his 
appeasement mode, afraid to make waves 
lest the Soviets and their allies become 
upset. My approach was different: keep 
ethnic Americans, especially those of east-
ern European ancestry, convinced that 
President Ford was on their side in the 
Cold War. Given Mr. Ford’s longtime record 
of support for the captive nations, my job 
should have been easy.

As a congressman, Mr. Ford often 
informed his constituents of the plight of 
nations suffering under the heel of Soviet 
domination and the steps he was taking to 
assist them. In his newsletter of July 10, 
1963, for example, he mentioned that he 
had introduced a resolution calling for the 
establishment of a “Special Committee on 
the Captive Nations” composed of 10 U.S. 
House members whose mission would be 
to “determine the means by which the 
United States could assist the captive 
nations by peaceful means to regain their 
national and individual freedoms.” This 
effort, as well as Mr. Ford’s consistent 
promulgation of the plight of the Soviet-
dominated nations, resulted in the National 
Captive Assembly presenting Mr. Ford with 
an award on July 21, 1965.

In accepting the award, Mr. Ford’s com-
ments are worthy of note in view of devel-
opments during his presidency. Mr. Ford 
was clear and univocal. “Some misguided 
spokesmen have opposed a Captive Nations 
Week, he declared. “They claim it rubs the 
Kremlin the wrong way and therefore 
blocks American-Soviet understanding. 
That is the myth. But what is the reality? It 
is that tens of millions of people live under 
Communist repression. Thus does the spirit 
of false coexistence march on. It callously 
ignores all proof of Communist aggression. 
… It betrays the cause of freedom.”

During the 1970s, “détente” replaced 
“coexistence” as the operant approach. I 
was informed of this fact soon after becom-
ing a White House staff member. Prime 
movers behind the practice of détente were 
President Ford’s secretary of state, Mr. 
Kissinger, and his surrogate in the White 
House, Brent Scowcroft, director of the 
National Security Council (NSC). Mentio-
ning “Soviet imperialism” was a no-no. We 
now talked about “Soviet hegemony.”

The détente policy then in effect stood in 
the way of the goals I was struggling to 
achieve. I was often forced to go against the 
wishes of Messrs. Kissinger and Scowcroft. 
One example is when Croatian American 
leaders requested a meeting with Mr. 
Ford’s wife, Betty Ford, in order to present 
her with a special gift. Croatian American 
women had stitched a beautiful Croatian 
national costume to the exact specifications 
of the first lady. They wanted to present the 

dress at a time when they were holding a 
rally in Lafayette Park, across the street 
from the White House, protesting the rule 
of Marshall Tito the Communist dictator of 
Yugoslavia. I agreed to the request. When 
Mr. Scowcroft heard about it, he nixed the 
idea. ‘Mrs. Ford is unavailable. And don’t 
bring any of them into the White House for 
any kind of presentation. It might upset 
Marshall Tito,’ Mr. Scowcroft said. I remind-
ed him that Tito controlled no votes in the 
United States. Croatian Americans did. I 
brought a small delegation into the 
Roosevelt Room of the White House and 
accepted the dress on behalf of Ms. Ford.

Far more damaging actions by Mr. 
Kissinger and company came later. I was 
stunned one morning by Robert Novak’s 
column titled “The Sonnenfeldt Doctrine.”  
Helmut Sonnenfeldt, a protégé of Mr. 
Kissinger’s at the State Department, had 
met with American ambassadors stationed 
in Europe and explained that in return for 
United States acceptance of Soviet domina-
tion of Eastern Europe, the Kremlin would 
agree not to support the communist parties 
in western Europe. Ronald Reagan, who 
was running against Mr. Ford in the 
Republican primaries, quickly declared that 
the “Sonnenfeldt Doctrine” meant that 
“slaves should accept their fate.” What now?

President Ford had begun the 1976 
presidential campaign some 30 points 
behind his Democrat opponent, Jimmy 
Carter. As the campaign progressed, Mr. 
Ford gained on Mr. Carter, won the first 
debate and was within striking distance of 
his opponent. The second debate focused 
on foreign policy, Mr. Ford’s strong suit 
while in Congress and the White House. I 
was confident the president would win 
hands down. It was not to be. Asked if he 
believed nations like Poland and Romania 
were under Soviet domination, Mr. Ford 
replied that Eastern Europe was not under 
Soviet domination and “never will be under 
a Ford administration.” I couldn’t believe it. 
Here was a man who had spent his entire 
political career supportive of the captive 
nations and their struggle against Soviet 
imperialism, suddenly denying that they 
were captive. Had Mr. Kissinger somehow 
managed to transform the president’s 
mind? Within days I helped organize a 
meeting with ethnic leaders during which 
President Ford was unambiguous regard-
ing Soviet domination of Eastern Europe. It 
was too little too late.

Fast forward 46 years to 2022. Mr. 
Kissinger is still hanging around. He is still 
in the business of appeasing Russia. 
Unfortunately, it appears that some 
European leaders, led by French President 
Emmanuel Macron, are urging Ukraine to 
listen. Even U.S. President Joe Biden seems 
to be hedging his bets, declaring that, 
“we’re not going to send rocket systems 
into Ukraine that strike into Russia.”

Is the free world falling prey to “Ukraine 
fatigue”? Mr. Biden has supported 
Ukraine’s freedom fight until now. Why the 
sudden hesitancy? Why broadcast what the 
U.S. will not do? Are we snatching defeat 
from the jaws of victory?

Stay tuned, dear reader, there’s more on 
the horizon.

Myron Kuropas’s e-mail address is  
kuropas@comcast.net.

Henry Kissinger, Kremlin appeaser
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Memorial Day observances held at UAV National Monument

Ukrainian diaspora artists raise awareness about war in Ukraine

UOC-U.S.A.

SOUTH BOUND BROOK, N.J. –  The faithful gathered on 
May 30 to commemorate Memorial Day at the Ukrainian 
American Veterans National Monument, located on the 
grounds of St. Andrew Ukrainian Orthodox Memorial 
Church in South Bound Brook, N.J., to honor the fallen 
heroes of the U.S. Armed Forces. Standing in the shade of 
the trees, wrapped in flags of the United States and 
Ukraine, the faithful watched as the Ukrainian American 
Veterans formed a line and stood at attention near the 
Veteran’s Memorial on the grounds of the church. 
Memorial services were led by Metropolitan Antony and 
Archbishop Daniel of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of 
the U.S.A.

“We express our love and our gratitude to them this 
day, and each year for their willingness to serve their 
nation, to defend our freedom, and to lay down their lives 
for independence,” Metropolitan Antony stated. “Some of 
these individuals were so young that they could not have 
contemplated what they would face; some as young as 14 
years of age willingly signed up to defend their nation.”

“People stopped their lives to fill the need to go abroad 
to serve for the welfare of the rest of the citizens of this 
great nation,” Metropolitan Antony stated.

Archbishop Daniel explained the history of Taps, often 
played at burials for U.S. veterans.

“This is a powerful day which has been set aside for 
this remembrance and it is one we cannot ever fail to 
serve,” the archbishop added. “For the veterans who are 
here today to honor their compatriots who were lost, we 
thank them for their service, as well.”

Consul General of Ukraine in New York Oleksii Holubov 
noted how the sacrifice of veterans is honored annually in 
the United States on Memorial Day, and how sacrifices by 
Ukrainian veterans today continue in the defense of free-
dom, just as the U.S.A. is synonymous with freedom.

Michael Hrytsak of the Ukrainian American Veterans 

expressed that the members of the UAV were present to 
honor all who gave their lives for liberty and freedom of all 
Americans. He said that Ukraine finds herself in a special 
position, as she currently fights for freedom, and her 
defenders give their lives in this modern battle for inde-
pendence. Mr. Hrytsak, who is a retired lieutenant colonel, 
expressed how he had recently visited wounded soldiers in 
Ukraine and they were brought to tears when they realized 
that people beyond the borders of Ukraine were aware of 
the war.  He reminded listeners that today we memorialize 
the fallen American veterans, but we also honor the cur-

rent veterans in Ukraine who are defending the world.
A wreath of remembrance was placed before the UAV 

National Monument, the colorful red, white and blue rib-
bons waving in the breeze as Taps was solemnly played, 
echoing throughout the neighborhood, and carried on the 
wind to the St. Andrew’s Cemetery behind the church 
where many veterans were resting in their graves.

President Joe Biden requested that Taps be played at 3 
p.m. on Memorial Day, and, the hierarchs reminded every-
one, that everyone at that time commemorate those who 
have fallen in service of the U.S. Armed Forces.

Montclair Public Library

MONTCLAIR, N.J. – Four Ukrainian American artists – 
Melanka Coppola, Tanya Debarry, Natalie Napoleon and 
Ivan Bratko – will be featured in the exhibit “Ukrainian 
Roots: Art by the Diaspora” at the Montclair Public 
Library Art Gallery (50 South Fullerton Road, Montclair, 

N.J. 07042), on view through June 30.
All of the art was informed by the artists’ Ukrainian 

heritage and the connection they maintain with family 
in Ukraine. 

Ms. Debarry’s art is informed by her Ukrainian heri-
tage and living in Ukrainian communities, where 
Ukrainian language instruction and participation in vari-

ous Ukrainian events was a part of daily life.
The exhibit, which began on June 1, is curated by The 

Stewart Shield, whose mission is to support education 
and the arts through private funding.

Readers can learn more by contacting the Montclair 
Public Library Art Gallery by telephone at 973-202-
0385.

Metropoltian Antony and Archbishop Daniel (center left, right, respectively) were joined by members of the 
Ukrainian American Veterans and clergy of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the U.S.A. on May 30, Memorial 

Day, at the UAV National Monument in South Bound Brook, N.J.

uocofusa.org
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Number of Ukrainians in the United States increasing
by Oleh Wolowyna

The most recent available number of 
persons of Ukrainian ancestry in the United 
States is 1,127,934. That number comes 
from data collected in 2018. But there is 
now a possibility of updating this estimate 
to a more current date. This can be done by 
first checking if the results from the 2020 
census can be used to update the number 
of Ukrainians in the U.S. If so, then a prelim-
inary update of the number of Ukrainians 
in the U.S. can be made that would provide 
a new figure as of 2021. Moreover, there is 
also now an opportunity to see what effect 
the Russian invasion of Ukraine might have 
on the future evolution of the number of 
Ukrainians in the U.S.

Before addressing these issues, it is 
important to understand how the 1.1 mil-
lion estimate was derived. First, it is impor-
tant to define what is meant by Ukrainians 
in the U.S., and it is important to examine 
the data used to estimate their number. The 
concept of Ukrainian in the U.S. is based on 
the question on ancestry or ethnicity asked 
in the Census and later the yearly American 
Community Survey (ACS). That question 
reads as follows:

“What is this person’s ancestry or ethnic 
origin?” (For example: Italian, Jamaican, 
African Am., Cambodian, Cape Verdean, 
Norwegian, Dominican, French Canadian, 
Haitian, Korean, Lebanese, Polish, Nigerian, 
Mexican, Taiwanese, Ukrainian, and so on.)

The question allows one to provide one 
or two ancestries, to account for descen-
dants of ethnic intermarriages (Ukrainian 
and German or Irish and Ukrainian, for 
example).  The analysis offered in this arti-
cle also includes in the definition of 
Ukrainian in the U.S. persons who reside in 
the U.S., but were born in Ukraine.

The question on ancestry was first asked 
in the 1980 Census and repeated in the 
1990 and 2000 censuses. It was eliminated 
from the 2010 Census and has been asked 
in the yearly ACS since 2005. These data 
sets also have information on a person’s 
country of birth. Thus, the elements needed 
to decide if a person is a Ukrainian in the 
U.S. do exist.

The database on Ukrainians constructed 
by the Center for Demographic and 
Socioeconomic Research of Ukrainians in 
the U.S. (Center) at the Shevchenko 
Scientific Society in the United States has 

data from the 1980, 1990 and 2000 census-
es. The data is from the yearly ACS starting 
in 2005. As the ACS has a sample of approx-
imately 2 percent of the U.S. population, the 
number of Ukrainians captured by a one-
year survey is small. Therefore, the data are 
pooled from several years to make the esti-
mate of Ukrainians statistically more stable. 
The data for 2018 is the average of data 
from the 2017, 2018 and 2019 ACS.

There is a possibility of updating the 
2018 estimate to 2020 using the 2020 
Census data, but it turns out that this may 
not be possible. Censuses used to have one 
question on race and another on ancestry. 
For some reason, the Bureau of the Census 
decided to combine the race and ancestry 
questions into one question in the 2020 
census. Thus, it asked the following ques-
tion: “What is this person’s race?” It then 
asked individuals to “Mark one or more 
boxes and print origins.”  It provided the fol-
lowing choices that individuals could select 
by checking a box next to their option: 
“White (print, for example, German, Irish, 
English, …, etc.), Black or African American 
(print, for example, African American, 
Jamaican, …, etc.), American Indian or 
Alaska Native (print name of enrolled or 
principal tribe or tribes), Chinese, 
Vietnamese, Native Hawaiian, Filipino, 
Korean, Samoan, Asian Indian, Japanese, 
Chamorro, Other Asian, some other race.

There are several problems with this 
question. First, it mixes two very different 
concepts: race and origin. Second, origin 
replaces the concept of ancestry or ethnici-
ty in the original question. Third, the list of 
examples in “White” does not have 
Ukrainian, as it did in the original ancestry 
question. Fourth, if one’s ancestry is mixed, 
one could write Ukrainian under “White” 
and another ancestry under “some other 
race.” However, although the question has 
the wording “mark one or more boxes and 
print origins,” some persons with two 
ancestries may not write a second ancestry 
in the “some other race category.” As a 
result, it is almost certain that the number 
of persons of Ukrainian ancestry (or ori-
gin) in the 2020 census will be significantly 
smaller than the 1.1 million captured by 
the ACS.

Another problem is that the 2020 census 
was conducted during the COVID-19 pan-
demic. This affected the timing of the field-
work and the quality of the data. The 

Bureau of the Census is trying to correct 
data quality problems, but this takes time. 
As a result, detailed data on the race and 
origin question will not be available until 
August 2023.

Given that the 2020 census data very 
likely underestimates the number of 
Ukrainians in the U.S., this analysis needed 
to use the yearly ACSs for updating the 
2018 estimate to 2020. However, this 
requires data from the 2019, 2020 and 
2021 ACS. The data from 2019 and 2020 
are available, but the 2021 data will not be 
available until sometime next year.

Another data source on Ukrainians in 
the U.S. is the series of “Yearbooks of 
Immigration Statistics,” published by the 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security. 
These data are minimal compared to the 
census and ACS data. The data used from 
censuses and ACS are samples of complete 
individual records. These records have 
demographic, social, economic, housing 
and other data, and it can be analyzed 
down to the neighborhood level in major 
cities. Some analyses of these data have 
been published in “Studia Sociologica” (see 
https://shevchenko.org/wp-content/
u p l o a d s / 2 0 1 9 / 0 3 / D e m o g r a p h i c -
Historical_analysis_Wolowyna.pdf), in the 
“Atlas of Ukrainians in the U. S.” (see 
https://shevchenko.org/books/) and post-
ed at the Center’s web site at http://www.
inform-decisions.com/stat/index.php.

The immigration data, on the other 
hand, only lists yearly numbers of immi-
grants with permanent residency, refugees 
and asylees and nonimmigrants on tempo-
rary visas. Moreover, the data are by coun-
try of birth or nationality and by fiscal year 
(October 1-September 30 of the following 
year), and not by calendar year.

While the 2021 ACS data are being pre-

pared,  this analysis can use the 
Immigration Statistics to get an approxi-
mate number of Ukrainians in the U.S. by 
the end of 2021:

This new estimate increases the number 
of Ukrainians in the U.S. by 40,000.

The data on recent refugees and asylees 
is also included in the table for reference 
purposes. The topic of refugees and asylees 
will be discussed in another article. The 
war in Ukraine has triggered two new pro-
grams in the U.S. focused on refugees from 
Ukraine and Ukrainian citizens residing 
illegally in the U.S.: Uniting for Ukraine for 
refugees and Temporary Protected Status 
for illegal immigrants. These are very 
recent programs and bureaucratic hurdles 
complicate their implementation. 
Nevertheless, they are likely to add to the 
normal flow of immigrants allowed under 
current immigration regulations – family 
reunions, work-related visas, the lottery 
program, etc. This will likely mean there is 
a new wave of immigrants coming to the 
U.S. from Ukraine.

Immigration statistics will provide some 
information about the number of these 
Ukrainian immigrants. In addition, the ACS 
will eventually capture immigrants who 
become permanent residents, and that data 
can be analyzed in great detail to better 
understand the characteristics of these 
immigrants.

Oleh Wolowyna is director of the Center 
for Demographic and Socio-economic 
Research of Ukrainians in the U.S. at the 
Shevchenko Scientific Society in the United 
States, and research fellow at the Center for 
Slavic, Eurasian and Eastern European 
Studies at the University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill.  He can be reached via email at 
olehw@aol.com.

Estimate of the number of Ukrainians in the U.S as of December 31, 2021

Year Immigrants Refugees and asylees Total
2018 (total ACS) NA NA 1,127,934
Fiscal year:   
2019* 11,762 4,854 16,616
2020** 9,886 2,168 12,054
2021** 7,563 802 8,365
10/01-12/31, 2021 2,718 178 2,896
Sum NA NA 1,167,865

* Ukraine country of birth      ** Ukraine country of nationality

(BBC News – Russian service, May 7, 
2015). Since then, Russia’s newest tank 
model has continued to be a traditional 
part of these May 9 parades but apparent-
ly still has never seen combat, raising 
doubts about its actual battlefield capabili-
ties. Moreover, when a high-end asset, like 
the Proryv tank, is sent to the front line 
and is actually hit, this sends a negative 
signal to Russia’s potential foreign arms 
customers. After all, the Russians have 
always tried to portray their weaponry as 
something truly unique and beyond com-
petition.

Therefore, Moscow is mostly using its 
older armored vehicles in Ukraine that it 
continues to field in large numbers. 
According to the International Institute for 
Strategic Studies (IISS), the Russian 
Armed Forces have about 2,800 T-72, T-80 
and T-90 main battle tanks in active ser-
vice, 13,000 other armored vehicles, as 
well as about 10,000 units of various types 
in storage (including T-64s, T- 62s and 

T-55s) (Csis.org, April 12, 2020). What 
must be taken into account is the peculiar-
ities of equipment storage in Russia and 
the corruption component. After all, thou-
sands of tanks and armored vehicles had 
been mothballed, while none of the mili-
tary officials had expected any major war 
to come for years. This resulted in cases of 
both spare part theft and non-compliance 
with basic storage regulations. According 
to Ukraine’s defense intelligence service 
(GRU), Russia frequently fails to properly 
restore its armored vehicles taken from 
long-term storage facilities because their 
optics and electronics turn out to have 
been stolen. For instance, in Russia’s 4th 
Tank Guard Division, out of 10 “reactivat-
ed” tanks, only one vehicle appeared to be 
combat ready (Pravda, March 26).

That said, the practice of bringing older 
equipment out of long-term storage for 
the purposes of sending it into battle is not 
a new trend or unique to the Ukraine con-
flict. During the Vostok 2018 military exer-
cises, T-62M tanks were reactivated before 
being returned to their depots shortly 
after the drills. At that time, Russian media 
outlets responded to criticism about the 

use of these aging T-62s by claiming that 
the practice was all about checking the 
Soviet-era tanks’ combat-readiness. Thus, 
the use of obsolete weapons in the event 
of major hostilities was clearly looked into 
and prepared for (Rossiyskaya Gazeta, 
September 27, 2018).

Today, Russia is throwing into the war 
those models of main battle tanks and 
other armored vehicles that it has pro-
duced the most of, filling their weakest 
spots at the front with obsolete models 
taken from long-term storage. What does 
this imply? First, the Western sanctions 
are evidently already significantly affect-
ing Russia’s defense industry, including 
the ability to produce new types of equip-
ment and repair or modernize existing 
models. Back in March, the Ukrainian 
General Staff said that, due to the imposed 
sanctions and the lack of access to foreign-
made components, the Uralvagonzavod 

Corporation and the Chelyabinsk Tractor 
Plant suspended their operations 
(Facebook.com/GeneralStaff.ua, March 
21). Second, the available statistics on 
Russia’s “huge” armored reserves raise the 
question of their actual condition and the 
share of vehicles that can be safely put 
back into service. But for now, Russia 
retains large numbers of hardware in 
stock that can be deployed on the front 
lines, forcing Ukraine to expend consider-
able effort and munitions to hit each such 
unit. Moreover, the obsolete T-62s spotted 
in the Kherson region likely will not take 
part in intensive firefights. Rather, Russia 
may be concentrating them to cement its 
defensive positions in the occupied areas.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 6)

Russia throwing...
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for many Ukrainians who have come back 
to the town in recent days.

That building, a regional training center 
for members of Plast Ukrainian Scouting 
Organization, opened in 2018. It miracu-
lously survived the Russian occupation 
almost unscathed.

On April 12 – accidentally, but also sym-
bolically Plast’s Oath Day – the center’s 
director, Yaroslav Khrapskyy, returned to 
Bucha to check on the building. Immedi-
ately after his return, the Plast center 
became a hub of humanitarian relief efforts.

People returning to Bucha, or those who 
stayed in town and survived the occupation, 
visit the center a few times a week to receive 
food, hygiene products, medicine, clothing 
or psychological help from volunteers.

A veterinarian also provides appoint-
ments at the center. More than 120 pets 
have received help here, and a community 
of some 60 volunteers from all over the 
Kyiv region has organized itself and oper-
ates out of center. They work tirelessly, both 
in person and online, to help the people of 
this town regain some semblance of nor-
malcy.

Diana Pridma has worked at the center 
for the past 2 years. She was in charge of 
the center on the day that a correspondent 
for The Ukrainian Weekly visited the build-
ing, as its director was in the Carpathian 
Mountains hosting a Plast camp for 40 kids 
who lived through the Russian occupation 
of Bucha.

“The camp is very important for those 
kids. Some of them have experienced horri-
ble things. We want to help them so that 
they can cope with this traumatic experi-
ence. Plast camp is a nice way to rest and 
forget about what they have seen. They have 
a lot of games in the mountains. Those kids 
are delighted with the camp and the Plast 
program,” said Ms. Pridma, while giving this 
correspondent a tour of the center, which 
was filled with humanitarian aid supplies.

A door that was broken is now fixed. 
Items that were stolen during the Russian 
occupation were not critical, she said, 
though the thieves took equipment from 
the kitchen.

“When we arrived here after the occupa-
tion, the center was slightly damaged. But, 
to be honest, we were prepared that 
Russians could have completely destroyed 
the Plast center because Plast is about 
patriotic education – a concept that 
Russians are trying to destroy. I think they 
just did not know what Plast is. Orcs [a 
derogatory term for Russian soldiers] are 
uneducated,” Ms. Pridma said.

However, she said that someone found a 
Russian military bulletin claiming that sol-

diers found a ‘Nazi center.’
“During the search activities in Bucha, in 

the Kyiv region ... a scout training center for 
school-age children was discovered, which 
educates them on Nazi ideology, hatred of 
the Soviet Union, as evidenced by the found 
literature, board games, wall posters of 
Nazi content,” reads the Russian document, 
which was found online.

This bulletin included the names of 
Russian soldiers, so the center’s team is 
working to find them on social media in 
order to identify which Russian soldiers 
took part in the occupation.

Since the Russian military fled from the 
area, the Plast center has been a hub for 
humanitarian aid that has come from both 
Ukraine and abroad. Plast scouts in France 
have contributed to the effort.

“We immediately started providing aid 
to locals,” Ms. Pridma said. “At first, it wasn’t 
easy. Imagine 300 people in a queue wait-
ing for their turn to get supplies. We tried 
to make the process more efficient and 
found some solutions. Now it’s much 
smoother.”

The biggest queue was before Easter 
when some 500 people wanted to get sup-
plies for the celebration. During almost two 
months of activity, nearly 4,000 people 
have received aid from the center, Ms. 
Pridma said. Most of them come back for 
additional help.

“We need to help people. As scouts, we 
need to assist those who need our help. At 
one moment, our normal training activity 
became irrelevant, so we needed to start 
doing what people needed the most. We 
feel a huge responsibility,” Ms. Pridma said, 
adding that most center workers either 
joined the army or fled the country, so there 
are only a few people from the pre-war 
staff left.

Ms. Pridma said she was at first afraid to 
return to Bucha.

“When I arrived, I could only feel hatred 
toward Russians. I know people who were 
killed. My close friend’s father was killed, 
and her mother was shot in the leg; she is 
still recovering. I hate Russians 305 percent 
out of 100. But I also feel the urge to help 
because we are Plast members, and helping 
others is the essence of our values.”

“Everything in Bucha was damaged. A 
supermarket we often visited is completely 
destroyed and a gas station does not exist 
anymore. Many of my friends from Irpin 
[Ukraine] lost their homes, and they don’t 
have a place to return to anymore.”

“Before the war, we always needed too 
much time to explain where we were from,” 
she said. “Now we just say ‘I’m from Bucha,’ 
and everyone in the world understands.”

Life in Bucha has slowly returned to 
some degree of normalcy. Public transport 
works almost as usual, some shops and 
cafes that have survived the Russian occu-

pation have opened their doors for busi-
ness.

But walking through the town, there is 
an unmistakable feeling of change. Craters 
from artillery and bombs riddle the side-
walks. There is a smell of burning lingering 
in the air, and, after a pedestrian turns a 
corner, he can see a house destroyed by 
Russian shells.

On June 1, the Plast center hosted a huge 
event on Children’s Day, a holiday in 
Ukraine. Some 600 kids took part in games 
and activities organized by local scouts. It 
was the first massive event in Bucha after 
Russian forces fled the town. The event in 
the Plast center gave kids a sense that life 
has returned to their hometown.

Olha Karpova came to the center with 
her son Potap for clothing. She evacuated 
Bucha on March 9, and returned home in 
early May. 

“I came here for some summer clothes. 
Since I lost my job, we cannot afford to buy 
new clothing. Autumn is close, so maybe I’ll 
find a sweater here,” Ms. Karpova said.

Her building wasn’t damaged, but 
Russian soldiers used and looted her apart-
ment.

“They robbed us – took all the valuable 
things,” she said.

She misses her electric scooter, which 
the Russians stole. She used the scooter to 
take her son to kindergarten, but the kin-
dergartens still aren’t open in Bucha.

Olena Pysarchyk came to the Plast cen-
ter to grab some clothing for her three 
grandkids and her parents.

“The center is very nice; volunteers are 
incredibly caring. We are very thankful to 
them for assistance,” Ms. Pysarchyk said.

She got to know about the humanitarian 
center by accident, while waiting in a queue 
at a shop. 

When the full-scale war started, Ms. 
Pysarchyk moved to her elderly parents 
home in the neighboring town of Vorzel, 
Ukraine. She decided that it was safer in the 
basement of their private home than in her 
Bucha apartment. Eventually, all apartment 
windows were broken after a missile hit 
their building.

Still, Vorzel was also under occupation, 
and Ms. Pysarchyk saw Russian tanks on 
the street. Fortunately, her family survived 
the occupation and returned to Bucha as 
soon as Russian forces left the Kyiv region. 
That was frightening because everything 
around her house was damaged.

“It was horrible; what can I say. If it 
wasn’t for a private house with a cellar, I 
don’t know if we would have survived. We 
had some canned goods and cereals in the 
basement, so we cooked our food on a fire, 
and that’s how we survived the entire occu-
pation,” Ms. Pysarchyk said.

Andriy Studenikin lived his entire life in 
Bucha. Before the war, he never visited the 
Plast center, but now he spends all of his 

time there doing volunteer work. He sorts 
humanitarian aid and gives it to those who 
survived in the warzone, even though he is 
himself a survivor. He never left Bucha.

“On the first day of the full-scale inva-
sion, we heard Russian helicopters fighting 
in Hostomyl, planes dropping bombs, 
sounds from other vehicles. We almost 
always stayed at home, only occasionally 
visiting my uncle. We saw Russian soldiers 
when they came here; they had check-
points and examined our phones. 
Sometimes they shot phones, destroying 
them,” he said.

Mr. Studenikin and his family hid at 
home. They decided not to evacuate and 
stayed with their dogs. When the Russians 
occupied their town, they tried to cook 
some food. After gas and electricity were 
unavailable, they used a wood stove to bake 
bread for the family and their neighbors.

“On March 12, my brother went to the 
Bucha city center to say goodbye to his 
friends who were evacuating. A Russian 
sniper shot him in the nape. He was on a 
bicycle when he was shot. He was just rid-
ing a bicycle. They shot him without any 
reason. He had white bandages on himself 
and his bicycle, as they demanded, but they 
shot him anyway,” Mr. Studenikin said.

That night, Mr. Studenkikin’s brother 
didn’t come home, so they went searching 
for him the next day.

“At first, we couldn’t find him, so I went 
home. Then father went by himself on a 
bicycle. He asked the Russian occupiers’ 
permission to ride a bicycle, and they 
allowed it. At some point, he found the 
body. That same day, Russians came to our 
house, searched our home, and asked us 
questions. They checked all the homes in 
Bucha,” Mr. Studenikin said.

“I was not afraid they would kill me. 
When this was happening, I had no fear. I 
was afraid only before and after, not during 
the occupation,” he said.

After the murder of his brother, Mr. 
Studenikin still needed to use a bicycle to 
get to his uncle’s house to feed his dogs.

When Russian soldiers came to search 
their house, they pointed their rifles at Mr. 
Studenikin’s family. After the Russians were 
sure that the family didn’t have weapons, 
they searched the house and checked pass-
ports. they were searching for “neo-Nazis 
and Banderivtsi,” Mr. Studenikin said.

“I think they were brainwashed. I believe 
they are uneducated. They truly believe 
that they came here to liberate us from 
something,” he said.

“It was a nightmare, very strange. I still 
cannot understand what happened. It was 
surreal,” Mr. Studenikin said with a nervous 
laugh. “Russians are idiots. They cannot 
understand that they are destroying other 
people’s lives without any reason.”

Mr. Studenikin buried his brother in 
their family garden.

(Continued from page 1)

Plast training...

Diana Pridma stands inside a portion of the humanitarian aid center in the Plast 
training building in Bucha, Ukraine.

Roman Tymotsko

The Plast training center in Bucha, Ukraine, has become a humanitarian aid center 
for Ukrainians in need.



No. 24THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, JUNE 12, 202212

Outing UNA President and CEO Kaczaraj addresses 40th Regular Convention
On the morning of May 13, the first full day of the 40th 

Regular Convention of the Ukrainian National Association 
(UNA), outgoing UNA President and Chief Executive Officer 
Stefan Kaczaraj addressed delegates of the convention. Mr. 
Kaczaraj served as an executive officer of the UNA for 25 
years. He joined the UNA Executive Committee as acting 
treasurer of the UNA in 1997. In 1998, he was elected to 
the same position at the 34th Regular Convention. At the 
35th Regular Convention in Chicago in 2002, Mr. Kaczaraj 
was elected to the position of UNA president.

The following is the full text of Mr. Kaczaraj’s speech at 
the 40th Regular Convention. A portion of his remarks were 
delivered in Ukrainian, which have been translated here 
from the original into English by Andrew Nynka.

[Translated from the original Ukrainian]

Dear delegates and branch representatives, dear 
guests, good day. And welcome to you all. It is my pleasure 
to convene the 40th Regular Convention of the Ukrainian 
National Association.

May the merciful Lord grant us the opportunity to work 
together productively.

I am deeply thankful that we can all gather together. 
These past two years of COVID-19 restrictions have been 
difficult years for all of us, for the UNA and for the entire 
world.

The minutes from previous conventions show that each 
of my predecessors as UNA presidents began their wel-
coming speech with a look back at our history. They did so 
perhaps because the conventions during the 20th Century 
came during important, even turbulent, times. Several of 
our conventions took place during world wars, as does 
this one.

We read about news from the July 30, 1914, issue of 
Svoboda that seems as if it was written today:

“The current war can have a huge impact on the 
Russian people. When the tsar decides to kill half a million 
people, their blood will flood the royal chambers. And it is 
possible that, fortunately for Russia, this tsarism, which 
has already reached its highest level of depravity, will fall 
to ashes and perish forever.”

Unfortunately, the “evil empire” did not fall apart at that 
time, and the “highest level of depravity” was still far away.

More than 75 years have passed since Ukraine regained 
its independence, and we all said “Thank God, finally.”  We 
saw this as the final victory of our people, and we expect-
ed a quick and successful national revival.  We all did our 
best to help that cause. At the beginning of 1990, the UNA 
created a fund for the revival of Ukraine, it actively worked 
together with public and government officials in Ukraine, 
supported Rukh, the National Movement of Ukraine, 
opened a press bureau in Kyiv and facilitated the creation 
of the Embassy of Ukraine in Washington.

We did not foresee that in Ukraine Russification did not 
disappear, and that in Moscow the longing for empire 
remained. A new test emerged: the Revolution of Dignity. 
And Russia’s response was to wage war – eight years in 
the Donbass and Crimea. At the beginning of the ninth 
year, on February 24, two-and-a-half months ago, it 
launched a full-scale war. The world waited. [Russian 
President Vladimir] Putin, America, Europe – everyone 
expected Ukraine to surrender. Continuing its history of 
hating Ukraine and Ukrainians, Russia attacked Ukraine 
with savage brutality.

Putin was wrong; Europe and America were wrong. 
The world forgot that Ukraine has unbeatable weapons, 
such as an immortal national spirit, an unbreakable will 
for live and freedom, and that Ukraine is a nation of 
heroes.

We believe not only in the victory of the Ukrainian peo-
ple – we believe that this victory will at last be the final 
victory and that this time the “evil empire” will forever 
disappear and Ukraine will flourish.

And the next common goal for our community will be 
to rebuild Ukraine. The UNA has always provided strength 
and perspective to the development of principled service 
in our American community, but also service to the 
Ukrainian cause. I believe this will continue to be the case 
in the future.

[End of translated text]

Now I will continue in a different vein, more specifically 
about UNA activities since the previous convention. Our 
guest speaker, Mr. Sam Destito, unfortunately will not be 
able to attend today, so I am taking the liberty of speaking 
a bit longer. While I began my presentation with the 
recent history of Ukraine and the UNA’s relationship with 
that history, it must be noted that in 2019 we celebrated 
UNA history – our year-long 125th anniversary – with 
great success. We began the year with a trip to our town of 
origin, Shamokin, Pa., in February, where our delegation 
was greeted by members of the city council and given a 
key to the city. The delegation was given a tour of the 
beautifully restored Transfiguration Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, the second oldest Ukrainian Catholic parish in 
America, established in 1885. In the evening, a dinner was 
held in our honor. Throughout the year, the UNA held 
numerous events through our branches, at Ukrainian festi-
vals, at community events and conferences. We ended the 
celebration year with a magnificent concert and I thank 
Advisor Bohdana Puzyk for her leadership and organiza-
tion of the memorable event. 

Unfortunately, that high note was dampened only a few 
months later when the UNA, along with the rest of the 
world, went into COVID-19 lockdown. Numerous plans 
were derailed. However, no crisis can derail the overarch-
ing responsibility of the executive officers, in particular, all 
presidents past and future. This responsibility always has 
been, is and always will be guaranteeing organizational 
stability and financial health.

I am very pleased to report that the UNA has achieved 
financial stability. However, a return to stability has taken 
many years. During the 20 years that I have been privi-
leged to serve as president, there was not one quadrennial 
period that did not present strong financial challenges. 
While some of the problems lay within the UNA – requir-
ing updates to methods of sales, accounting, response to 
changes in insurance law, much of the difficulties were 
also the result of outside forces – [there were also] 
upheavals in the economy, such as the great economic 
recession of 2007-2009 that was followed by dramatic 
revisions to insurance regulations regarding reserves, 
[the] nature of investments, taxation of assets and numer-
ous other challenges. 

As we move into the future, our desire to sustain our 
Ukrainian identity, serve our community and help Ukraine 
can only be achieved if we fully understand that we are 
first and foremost a heavily regulated financial services 
operation – a life insurance company, one in which our 
family members, our neighbors, our friends entrust their 
money for periods of up to 25, 30 years. Although a frater-
nal, we are still subject to the same requirements as major 
companies. Therefore, I am proud of our financial achieve-

ments and am both relieved and grateful that I am finish-
ing my service at the UNA with our organization on solid 
ground. 

Today the UNA is a $178 million dollar asset company – 
that is a growth of more than 100 million in 20 years – 
with a consecutive 10 years of annual net profits. Our cap-
ital surplus, which is a key benchmark of stability, stands 
at $11.6 million, $1 million more than four years ago. We 
achieved this despite an environment that included two-
years of economic disruption due to COVID-19. The UNA’s 
investment portfolio is strong, with 99 percent of the port-
folio in the top two risk classes identified by the National 
Association of Insurance Commissioners. We have chosen 
to maintain a conservative approach to our investments, 
yet still maintained a portfolio yield at a stable 5.05 per-
cent, well above the industry average of 4.6 percent. 

Allow me to quote from a recent Miller Newberg actu-
arial firm report: “[The] UNA’s financial condition has 
improved steadily over the past several years … in large 
part due to improved controls on expenses and better 
asset-liability management. … The annual asset adequacy 
testing continually produces very positive results.” This is 
good news. I do want to emphasize one element of that 
quote – “improved control on expenses.” While stable rev-
enues are important, a much harder aspect of financial 
health is managing expenses. This effort required many 
years of making hard decisions. Nobody likes to cut 
spending. Again, our first and foremost responsibility is to 
our members, to those who give us their money in return 
for the guarantee that they will receive it when they need 
it. Each expense needs to be reviewed as prudent and nec-
essary against this high bar of responsibility. I am proud to 
say that we have been doing this successfully. Near the 
end of 2021, the New Jersey Department of Banking and 
Insurance, the tough guys in Trenton to whom we must 
report regularly and who still view small fraternals skepti-
cally, also gave the UNA a positive assessment. We are one 
of only about six dozen fraternals – large and small – left 
in the United States. Traditional life insurance companies 
number close to 900. 

I am deeply grateful to the staff of the UNA with whom I 
have worked during my tenure, both, as we say in the 
Home Office, on the insurance side, as well as on the publi-
cations side. All of you have enriched my life tremendous-
ly. I am grateful to the dedicated UNA officers present and 
past, as well as to the two executive officers with whom I 
have worked closely for the past several years, National 
Secretary and COO Yuriy Symczyk and National Treasurer 
and Chief Financial Officer Roma Lisovich. Roma, Yuriy, 
you made us a great team, one of which I was proud to be 
a member. Thank you both. 

I also want to take a moment to give not only a thank 
you, but a fond and even sad farewell to the UNA advisors, 
all the volunteers past and present, who were members of 
the UNA General Assembly. This convention will be the 
final one at which we will use the term General Assembly. 
The UNA General Assembly has been our bond with our 
membership for more than 100 years. Geographically 
diverse, the Home Office could always reach out to these 
dedicated individuals to help with all aspects of our frater-
nal life. Current insurance regulations demand a more 
streamlined approach to management, therefore, in keep-
ing with changes to our bylaws adopted at an online spe-
cial midterm session of the previous convention, we will 
go forward with a smaller Corporate Board of Directors 
that will have an expanded range of responsibilities. In 
advance, I would like to wish them all great success. As for 
our long-standing governance tradition, the UNA General 
Assembly, [The following text has been translated from 
the original Ukrainian] thank you and my deepest grati-
tude to all of the advisors who have so faithfully served 
the UNA. 

Finally, I thank you deeply for the honor and opportuni-
ty to have served as your head of the UNA. I wholeheart-
edly call on all of you here to continue to work actively in 
the UNA.

Thank you for your attention.

[Editor’s note: Additional coverage of the UNA’s 40th 
Regular Convention will appear in the following issue of The 
Ukrainian Weekly]

Outgoing UNA President and CeO Stefan Kaczaraj 
addresses delegates of the convention on May 13.

Andrew Nynka
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city “is one of the most difficult,” while add-
ing that urban warfare there is “very fierce. 
… In many ways, the fate of the Donbas is 
being decided there.”

Some military experts, such as Nathan 
Ruser of the Australian Strategic Policy 
Institute (ASPI), have countered by arguing 
that the city is more symbolic as it would 
give Kremlin autocrat Vladimir Putin a rea-
son for a victory speech and because it is 
the Kyiv-controlled regional capital.

About 10,000 civilians remain trapped 
there under constant shelling, the city’s 
mayor, Oleksandr Stryuk, said on June 9. 
That is about a tenth of its pre-February 24 
population. To mitigate shelling, Ukraine’s 
Svoboda National Guard Battalion com-
mander told Reuters that the Russians are 
being drawn into intense street-to-street, 
urban warfare.

Across the Siversky Donets River, the 
twin city of Lysychansk is better fortified 
and stands 150 meters above sea level, giv-
ing Ukraine the advantage.

Still, Russia has a seven-to-one artillery 
battery advantage over Ukraine, Brig. Gen. 
Oleskandr Tarnavasky, the deputy com-
mander of Ukrainian forces on the eastern 
front, told The New Yorker magazine.

By his count, Russians also have a five-
to-one manpower advantage over 
Ukrainian forces in the Donbas, which con-
stitutes the easternmost Luhansk and 
Donetsk regions.

Mr. Zelenskyy said over the past week 
that Russia now occupies approximately 20 
percent of Ukrainian territory.

Yet, Kyiv still is inflicting massive casual-
ties on the invading Russians. On June 9, 
the Ukrainian military posted four pictures 
reportedly taken at the Siversky Donets 
River crossing near occupied Svyatohirsk 
north of Kyiv-controlled Slovyansk in the 
Donetsk region with at least two tanks and 
a multi-purpose amphibious auxiliary 
armored tracked vehicle (MT-LB) 
destroyed in another failed river-crossing 
attempt by the Russians.

Russian advances are incremental 
toward Slovyansk from the northern area 
of Izyum. Credible reports on open-source 
intelligence sites say that, besides taking 
over Svyatohirsk, Russian forces have cap-
tured Pasika and Studenok, and are advanc-
ing toward the towns of Bohorodychne, 
Dolyne and Krasnopilya.

While the Russian focus is in central 
Donbas, “it has remained on the defensive 
on its flanks,” British Defense Intelligence 
reported on June 8.

Ukraine’s Lviv-based 80th Brigade, con-
sisting of paratroopers, for example, 
reported on its Facebook page that it 
destroyed an elite army unit from Pskov on 
June 7 that was trying to take over the stra-
tegic highway between Lysychansk and 

Slovyansk.
In the south, Ukraine reported liberating 

more territory in the Kherson region and 
getting as close as 15 kilometers to occu-
pied Kherson after recapturing Blahodatne.

“Ukrainian forces have recently achieved 
some success by counter-attacking in the 
south-western Kherson region, including 
regaining a foothold on the eastern bank of 
the Inhulets River,” British Intelligence said.

Russian forces, however, remain deter-
mined to hold on to their occupied south-
ern territories in sections of Kherson, 
Zaporizhia and Mykolayiv regions.

“Russian forces are reportedly attempt-
ing to curb Ukrainian efforts to regroup and 
strengthen units in Kherson Oblast and 
prevent further Ukrainian counterattacks,” 
the Washington-based Institute for the 
Study of War said.

Moscow forces are also defending their 
communication and supply routes between 
Belgorod in Russia all the way to the 
Kharkiv regional city of Izyum where they 
are slowly advancing toward non-occupied 
Donetsk Oblast.

At least one person was hospitalized 
when Russian cruise missiles struck rail 
infrastructure in two Kyiv districts on the 
east bank of the Dnipro River on June 5.

“Oleksandr Kamyshin, head of the 
Ukrainian railway, confirmed that four mis-
siles had smashed into the Darnytsia rail 
car repair facility in eastern Kyiv, but 
denied there had been any military hard-
ware at the site,” Reuters reported.

And a high-rise residential building in 
the Zhytomyr regional town of Novohorad-
Volynsk was struck overnight on June 9.

In Kharkiv on the same day, fires broke 
out at a café, shop and school library fol-
lowing an indiscriminate, multiple-launch 
rocket strike. Three civilians were killed 

(Continued from page 1)

Fight rages...

and five wounded, the State Emergency 
Service reported.

Russia has since the renewed invasion 
launched more than 2,600 projectiles at 
Ukraine, Mr. Zelenskyy said, while adding 
that most had been used against civilian 
targets.

Eighty-two percent of Russia’s pre-Feb-
ruary 24 buildup of 1,700 tanks have been 
destroyed, according to a running tally by 
Kyiv-based Dragon Capital, citing the coun-
try’s Defense Ministry. More than half of 
375 war aircraft have been destroyed, as 
well as 74 percent of 240 helicopters.

Open-source intelligence group Oryx 
says it has visual evidence of 45 percent of 
Ukraine’s estimates of Russian materiel 
being destroyed.

Russian grain blockade

Since February 24, Ukraine’s agricultural 
industry has lost approximately $20 billion 
due to Russia’s maritime blockade of grain 
shipments from Ukrainian ports, the Kyiv 
School of Economics reported.

U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken 
says there are “credible reports” that 
Russia is stealing grain and selling it. CNN 
reported that stolen Ukrainian grain was 
sold to Syria and the Ukrainian ambassador 
to Turkey accused Ankara of buying stolen 
grain from Moscow.

“Russia has played hunger games recent-
ly to put the blame on Ukraine and others 
for blocking Ukrainian food exports,” said 
Yevheniya Fylypenko, Ukraine’s ambassa-
dor to the United Nations office in Geneva.

About 20 million tons of Ukrainian grain 
remain in storage and is beginning to rot 
and could cause “hunger and destitution” 
due to Russia’s blockade for hundreds of 
millions of people, U.N. Secretary General 
Antonio Guterres said on June 8.

As one of the world’s largest wheat and 
sunflower producers, Ukraine might also 
lose 50 million tons of its future harvest 
this year because of a storage capacity 
shortage – the previous year’s grain is still 
prevented by Moscow from being exported 
and ground logistics are limited for trans-
portation through Europe.

Mr. Zelenskyy told the Financial Times 
on June 7 that Ukraine would not allow 
Russian ships to access its ports, saying he 
was trying to secure a “safe maritime corri-
dor that can be used by all countries except 
the Russian Federation because we do not 
have any trust in Russia.”

Some Western historians and experts, 
such as Timothy Snyder of Yale University, 
have called Russia’s actions genocidal.

Ukraine’s second largest grain terminal, 
located in Mykolaiv and capable of storing 
up to 500,000 tons of grain, was destroyed 
by projectiles on June 4.

“Another Russian missile strike contrib-
uting to the global food crisis. Russian forc-
es have destroyed the second biggest grain 
terminal in Ukraine, in Mykolaiv,” said Josep 
Borrell, the European Union’s foreign poli-
cy chief. “In light of such reports, the disin-
formation spread by [Russian President 
Vladimir] Putin deflecting blame becomes 
ever more cynical.”

A soldier of the Ukrainian Operational Military Command “North” is seen holding 
an automatic rifle on June 8.

Operational Command “North”

Russian forces destroyed Ukraine’s sec-
ond-largest grain terminal located in 
Mykolayiv on June 4. It has the capacity 

to store up to 500,000 tons of grain.

Open source

A terrain map of Ukraine as of June 9 includes an arrow that points to the location of 
the town Severodonetsk in the Luhansk region of Ukraine.

Courtesy of Nathan Ruser
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Duma quits European Court of Human Rights

The Russian State Duma has passed a 
pair of bills to end the jurisdiction of the 
European Court of Human Rights (ECHR) 
in the country. The bills passed nearly 
unanimously on June 7, with only one dep-
uty from the opposition Communist Party 
voting against. They must be signed by 
President Vladimir Putin in order to 
become law. One of the bills would remove 
the country from the jurisdiction of the 
ECHR and the other would set March 15 as 
the cutoff for rulings against Russia, mean-

ing any ruling after that date will not be 
implemented. State Duma Speaker 
Vyacheslav Volodin said the ECHR “in the 
hands of Western politicians has turned 
into an instrument of political struggle 
against our country.” He was quoted by 
TASS as saying some of its decisions 
“directly contradicted the Russian 
Constitution, our values and traditions.” He 
cited an ECHR ruling that Russia recognize 
same-sex marriages, saying there have 
been “a multitude of such rulings” by the 
ECHR, and Russia “cannot agree with this.” 
Russia informed the director general of the 
Council of Europe (CoE) that it was with-
drawing from the court based on Article 7 
of its charter under which any member of 
the council may withdraw following an 

official notification. The Strasbourg-based 
CoE oversees the court and its parliament 
elects the judges who sit on the ECHR. The 
CoE’s Committee of Ministers decided in 
March to expel Russia after 26 years of 
membership over its invasion of Ukraine 
the month before. The two bills passed the 
Duma the same day that the ECHR ruled on 
a complaint filed by Russian members of 
Jehovah’s Witnesses, a banned Christian 
group that for decades has been viewed 
with suspicion in Russia. The court ruled 
that the Russian authorities’ decision to 
ban the group, liquidate its headquarters 
and nearly 400 legal entities of Jehovah’s 
Witnesses in Russia and seize property 
violated the rights of believers. The court 
recognized that the Russian authorities 
violated the provisions of several articles of 
the Convention for the Protection of 
Human Rights  and Fundamental 
Freedoms, including the right to freedom 
of thought, conscience and religion. The 
court ruled that Russia must take all neces-
sary measures to ensure that any criminal 
prosecutions of Jehovah’s Witnesses are 
terminated and those previously convicted 
for participation in the activities of the 
organization are released. The court ruled 
that Russia was obliged in total to pay the 
applicants almost 3.5 million euros in com-
pensation and return the confiscated prop-
erty. The decision was issued in the case of 
Taganrog and Others vs. Russia, which 
combined 20 complaints filed by Jehovah’s 
Witnesses from 2010 to 2019. The ruling 
would also affect a case in the Siberian city 
of Chita, where several Jehovah’s Witnesses 
this week were handed prison terms on 
extremism charges amid an ongoing crack-
down on the religious group that has been 
banned in Russia since 2017. But the 
implementation of the ruling will be 
blocked if Putin signs the bills into law. The 
break with the ECHR would also remove a 
legal avenue that Russians, including jailed 
Kremlin critic Alexei Navalny, have used in 
the past to raise cases that had been reject-
ed by national courts. The ECHR ruled in 
February 2021 that Mr. Navalny should be 
released from prison after being jailed on 
charges he described as politically motivat-
ed. Russia described the ruling as “unlaw-
ful.” (RFE/RL, with reporting by Reuters 
and TASS)

Leader confirms death of Russian general

The leader of Moscow-backed separat-
ists in Ukraine’s eastern Donetsk region 
has confirmed reports that another senior 
Russian military commander, Maj. Gen. 
Roman Kutuzov, was killed by Ukrainian 
forces during clashes with Russian troops. 
Denis Pushilin, the head of a separatist 
group in Donetsk, wrote on Telegram on 
June 7 that “today we are bidding farewell” 
to Mr. Kutuzov, who was killed during 
fighting in the Luhansk region, parts of 
which is also controlled by separatists. 
Two days earlier, several pro-Kremlin jour-
nalists reported that Mr. Kutuzov was 
killed near the village Mykolayivka in the 
Popasna district of the Luhansk region. 
That information has yet to be confirmed 
by either Ukrainian or Russian authorities. 
Aleksandr Sladkov, a reporter at Russia’s 
State Television and Radio Corporation, 
said Mr. Kutuzov was the fourth Russian 
general killed since Moscow launched its 
unprovoked invasion of Ukraine on 
February 24. Russia has released little 
information over casualties from the fight-
ing, but several independent media 
reports have said the number of senior 
Russian armed officials killed in Ukraine is 
much higher. The New York Times recently 
reported that as many as 12 Russian gen-
erals have been killed in Ukraine. (RFE/RL, 
with reporting by RFE/RL’s Ukrainian and 
Russian services)

Zelenskyy says Russia wants Zaporizhia

Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy says a “threatening situation” 
has developed in Zaporizhia, where 
Russian troops intend to capture the 
region’s main city even while they fight for 
control of the eastern city of Severo-
donetsk. “The enemy wants to ... occupy the 
city of Zaporizhia,” Mr. Zelenskyy told a 
news conference on June 6. The General 
Staff of the Ukrainian armed forces also 
said that Russian troops are strengthening 
in the direction of Zaporizhia. Capture of 
the southeastern city would allow the 
Russian military to advance closer to the 
center of the country. The Zaporizhia 
region, parts of which have already been 
taken by Russia, is one of the biggest indus-
trial regions of Ukraine’s southeast. Mr. 
Zelenskyy, who on June 5 visited 
Lysychansk and Soledar, two cities close to 
some of the most intense fighting, also 
spoke about fighting in the Donbas. He said 
that in the Luhansk region the Ukrainian 
resistance continues in Severodonetsk, one 
of the two key cities in the region still not in 
Russian hands. “There are more of them, 
they are more powerful, but we have every 
chance to fight on this direction,” Mr. 
Zelenskyy said. In the northeastern Kharkiv 
region, the Ukrainian Army “step by step 
de-occupies our lands” from Russian invad-
ers, Mr. Zelenskyy said. He also said the 
country was hoping to create secure corri-
dors that would allow its ships to export 
grain from Black Sea ports blocked by the 
fighting. Ukraine is in talks with Turkey and 
Britain about security guaranties for 
Ukrainian ships carrying grain, he said. “It 
is important for us that there is a security 
corridor, ... that the fleet of this or that 
country ensures the shipping of the grain,” 
Mr. Zelenskyy said. Grain exports were a 
topic of discussion at the United Nations 
Security Council in New York, where 
European Council President Charles Michel 
blamed the Kremlin for a looming global 
food crisis. Mr. Michel addressed Russian 
Ambassador Vasily Nebenzya directly at a 
council meeting on June 6, saying he saw 
millions of tons of grain and wheat stuck in 
containers and ships at the Ukrainian port 
of Odesa a few weeks ago “because of 
Russian warships in the Black Sea.” His 
comments prompted Mr. Nebenzya to walk 
out. Thousands have been caught in the 
crossfire in Severodonetsk as Gov. Serhiy 
Hayday says Russian forces have turned to 
“scorched-earth tactics.” Mr. Hayday said 
Russian shelling on June 6 was also target-
ing Severodonetsk’s twin city of Lysy-
chansk. He said Russia had devoted a “sim-
ply incredible” number of troops and 
equipment to bombarding the main access 
road to Lysychansk and Severodonetsk, 
which runs between Bakhmut and 
Lysychansk. Separately, the chief of 
Ukraine’s military intelligence said fighting 
around Severodonetsk now represented 
the “hottest” area of conflict in Ukraine. 
Gen. Kyrylo Budanov said Ukrainian forces 
were making progress against the Russians 
in the important eastern railway hub 
despite “a tenfold advantage of the enemy 
in artillery.” It was not possible to indepen-
dently verify the claim. Oleksandr Stryuk, 
mayor of Severodonetsk, said the situation 
was “changing from hour to hour” and it 
was unclear which side had the upper 
hand. Russian troops also are targeting 
Slovyansk, in the Donetsk region of eastern 
Ukraine, and have resumed their offensive 
near Svyatyhorsk, some 20 kilometers 
north of Slovyansk, suffering losses, the 
General Staff of Ukraine’s armed forces 
said. Thousands of people have fled 
Slovyansk, a city with a prewar population 
of around 100,000, but some 30,000 are 
still inside. British intelligence suggested 
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on June 6 that the Russian troops’ push 
toward Slovyansk is part of their attempted 
encirclement of Ukrainian forces. In a move 
coordinated with the United States, Britain 
said it would supply Ukraine with multiple-
launch rocket systems that can strike tar-
gets up to 80 kilometers away, providing 
the more precise, long-range firepower 
needed to strike Russian artillery batteries. 
Defense Secretary Ben Wallace said the 
M270 multiple-launch rocket system will 
help Ukraine defend itself against Russia. 
No number was cited, but according to 
sources quoted by the BBC there will ini-
tially be three systems. The United States 
announced last week it was also supplying 
a HIMARS rocket system that can fire rock-
ets precisely to a distance of up to 80 kilo-
meters. U.S. President Joe Biden said he 
would provide the HIMARS system to 
Ukraine after being assured it would not be 
used to strike targets inside Russia. The 
Ukrainians had requested the longer-range 
systems that can hit targets up to 300 kilo-
meters away in order to be able to strike in 
the rear of Russian forces, but Washington 
was reluctant to provide them. The British 
M270 multiple launch rocket system can 
fire 12 surface-to-surface missiles within a 
minute and can strike targets within 80 
kilometers with pinpoint accuracy. 
However, the technical description of the 
M270 says that, depending on munitions 
used, it can reach targets as far away as 300 
kilometers. Russian President Vladimir 
Putin warned on June 5 that Moscow 
would strike new targets if Washington 
supplied long-range missiles to Ukraine. 

Putin told Rossia-1 TV channel that if U.S. 
multiple-launch rocket systems (MLRS) 
were supplied to Ukraine, “we will draw 
appropriate conclusions from this and use 
our own weapons, of which we have 
enough, in order to strike at those facilities 
we are not targeting yet.” Delivering new 
arms to Kyiv would only “drag out the 
armed conflict for as long as possible,” 
Putin said. Explosions rocked the Ukrainian 
capital, Kyiv, on June 5, Ukrainian officials 
said. Britain’s Defense Ministry said in its 
daily intelligence bulletin on June 6 that the 
Russian Kh-101 air-launched cruise mis-
siles had struck rail infrastructure in Kyiv, 
and were “likely in an attempt disrupt the 
supply of Western military equipment to 
frontline Ukrainian units.” Ukraine’s mili-
tary said late on June 5 that a senior 
Kremlin-backed separatist commander had 
been killed in battle. The news was first 
broken by Russian state media journalist 
Aleksandr Sladkov on June 5, who did not 
say precisely when and where Maj. Gen. 
Roman Kutuzov was killed. The Strategic 
Communications Administration of 
Ukrainian military said late on June 5 that 
Mr. Kutuzov had been “officially denazified 
and demilitarized” – a mocking reference to 
Putin’s declared goal of “de-Nazifying and 
demilitarizing” Ukraine – while leading an 
attack on a village near the town of 
Popasna in the Luhansk region. Several 
Russian generals have been killed since the 
February 24 start of the invasion, though 
Moscow has only officially confirmed the 
death of four. Ukraine at one point claimed 
that as many as seven had been killed in 
the conflict, only for two of them to later 
turn up alive. (RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service, 
with reporting by Reuters, BBC, CNN, AFP, 
and AP)
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repelled from other parts of Ukraine fol-
lowing the February invasion.

Ukrainian special forces launched a 
counteroffensive days ago and cleared 
almost half of the city, but it made no sense 
for them to stay when Russia started level-
ing the area with shelling and air strikes, 
Mr. Hayday was quoted as saying in an RBC-
Ukraine report.

Mr. Hayday said that Lysychansk, which 
is across the river from Severodonetsk, was 
also being shelled.

Lysychansk remains fully under the con-
trol of the Ukrainian army but is under 
“powerful and chaotic” shelling, he said on 
Telegram, accusing Russian forces of delib-
erately targeting hospitals and humanitari-
an aid distribution centers.

“The destruction is enormous,” he said.
The accounts of Messrs. Hayday and 

Zelenskyy could not be immediately veri-
fied.

The British Defense Ministry said in its 
daily intelligence update on June 9 that 
simultaneously with its assault on Seve-
rodonetsk, the Russian military stepped up 
efforts to advance to the south of the city of 
Izium, located some 130 kilometers north-
west of Severodonetsk.

“Russia likely seeks to regain momen-
tum in this area in order to put further 
pressure on Severodonetsk, and to give it 
the option of advancing deeper into the 
Donetsk Oblast,” British intelligence said.

On the diplomatic front, Russian Foreign 
Affairs Minister Sergei Lavrov held talks on 
June 8 in Turkey with Turkish Foreign 
Affairs Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu on 
unblocking grain exports from Ukraine.

Supplies of grain from Ukraine, a major 
world exporter, have been drastically 
reduced due to Russia’s blockade of the 
country’s ports and the targeted bombard-

ment of warehouses as part of its war 
against Ukraine, launched in late February.

Russian President Vladimir Putin reiter-
ated on June 8 that any possibility of grain 
shipments would be conditioned on the lift-
ing of international sanctions against 
Russia for its unprovoked invasion on 
Ukraine.

Western governments have ruled out 
such a move, prompting many of them to 
accuse Russia of weaponizing the global 

food-supply crisis.
In Ankara, Mr. Cavusoglu voiced support 

for a safe maritime sea corridor, but Mr. 
Lavrov said the onus was on Ukraine to 
demine its ports as a precondition for safe 
shipment.

Mr. Lavrov said after the talks that Russia 
would not “abuse” its naval advantage in the 
Black Sea if Ukraine’s ports were demined.

Ukraine, which was not represented at 
the Ankara meeting, says Russia’s promise 
not to use safe shipping corridors to attack 
Odesa is not credible.

Ukrainian Ambassador to Turkey, Vasyl 
Bodnar, said no specific agreements came 
out of the talks as both sides set conditions.

“The Turkish side has received informa-
tion from the Russian side about their posi-
tion, and now we are waiting for communi-
cation between the Ukrainian side and the 
Turkish side to find common ground,” Mr. 
Bodnar said.

He accused the Russian side of playing 
“stupid games” and demanded the 
Russians withdraw and unblock the ports.

European Commission chief Ursula von 
der Leyen and European Council President 
Charles Michel told the European Parlia-
ment in Strasbourg that Putin was prevent-
ing Ukraine from fulfilling its traditional 
role as a major supplier of agricultural 
commodities, including wheat, to world 
markets.

“This is a cold, callous and calculated 
siege by Putin on some of the most vulnera-
ble countries and people in the world,” Ms. 
von der Leyen told the European Union 
lawmakers on June 8. “Food has become 
now part of the Kremlin’s arsenal of terror 
and we cannot tolerate this.”

She added that 20 million tons of grain 
are currently trapped in Ukraine.

Mr. Michel told the 27-nation assembly, 
“Russia is using food as a weapon of war, 
stealing grain, blockading ports and turning 
farmlands into battlefields.”

(With reporting by Reuters, AFP and AP)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-syevyero-
donetsk-donbas-fighting/31888506.html).
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Fate of Ukraine’s...

A situational war map shows Russian troop locations and attacks on Ukraine as of 
June 9. The map also shows the locations of Russian airstrikes on Ukrainian territory 
since Russian President Vladimir Putin launched a full-scale war on Ukraine on 

February 24.

British Defense Intelligence

народжена 31-го травня 1924 року в місті Бучач, Україна.
Похоронні відправи відбулися 3-го травня 2022 року в церкві 

Благовіщення Пречистої Діви Марії, Мелровз Парк, ПА, а відтак на 
цвинтарі св. Марії, Елкинс Парк, ПА.

У глибокому смутку залишилися:
дочка      - Марія 
сини      - Михайло (Леся) 
                    Володимир (Анна) 
внуки     - Юрій 
                  Адріян (Elizabeth) 
                Наталка (Andrew) Moore 
                  Петруся
      Андрій (Юля)
правнуки  - Андрійко і Ліана Moore 
              - Касандра Леськів 
ближча і дальша родина в Україні і Польщі 

Вічна Їй пам’ять!

В пам’ять Покійної можна складати пожертви на: 
• United Ukrainian American Relief Committee
  1206 Cottman Ave., Philadelphia, PA  19111
• Annunciation of the BVM Ukrainian Catholic Church 
  1206 Valley Rd., Melrose Park, PA  19027

Ділимося сумною і болючою вісткою, 
що 23-го квітня 2022 року відійшла у Божу вічність 

наша найдорожча Мама, Баба і Прабабця

св. п.

Софія Леськів 
з дому Купчинська
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UOC of U.S.A. welcomes Journey of Hope, a 100-mile bike ride marking 100th day of war
UOC-U.S.A.

SOUTH BOUND BROOK, N.J. – The past 
100 days have weighed heavily on the hearts 
and minds of much of the world as the peo-
ple have seen horrendous images of Russia 
waging war on Ukraine, and millions of refu-
gees fleeing the country to save their lives.

For Natasha W. Birmingham, they’ve 
been images that brought to life the stories 
she heard from her late grandmother, 
Halyna Bodareva, and her mother, Nona, 
and her aunt Alla. Over 80 years ago, Ms. 
Bodareva was also forced to flee Ukraine 
with her infant daughters after Josef Stalin’s 
regime arrested her husband.

Ms. Bodareva knew she would likely 
never see her husband again, but she need-
ed to save her family and so she set out on a 
multi-year-long journey that took her fami-
ly through treacherous and war-torn 
Europe. As was the case for so many peo-
ple, she experienced hardship and an injus-
tice that they would bravely endure, but 
never forget.

As Ms. Birmingham was out riding her 
bike in April on what would have been her 
grandmother’s 109th birthday, she won-
dered how she could honor her grand-
mother during this deeply troubling time, 
along with all the brave women who have 
fled Ukraine with their children.

Thus, the idea was conceived for a long 
and challenging bicycle ride which she 
called “A Journey of Hope: 100 miles for 
100 days of the Ukrainian invasion.”  Its 
purpose was to honor her grandmother’s 
difficult journey, to honor all the women 

forced to flee Ukraine with their families, to 
continue to raise awareness for the people 
still suffering in Ukraine, and to raise relief 
money for the Ukrainian Orthodox Church 
of the U.S.A. (UOC-U.S.A.) to help with their 
humanitarian relief efforts. 

“My grandmother remained a most 
hopeful person, despite everything she 
went through,” Ms. Birmingham said, “and 
my dream for this ride was to share that 
hope through her story, and through the 
money raised for the Church to help with 
their incredible humanitarian aid that may 
bring hope to the people of Ukraine.” 

Ms. Birmingham created a 100-mile 
route from the High Point Monument in 
Sussex, N.J., to her grandmother’s gravesite 
at St. Andrew Ukrainian Cemetery in South 
Bound Brook, N.J.

Ms. Birmingham felt it was important 
that the journey be organized by women, 
for women. And so she reached out to two 
friends, Eva Wirth, who lives in New York 
City and Hazlet, N.J., and Christine Parauda, 
from Blairstown, N.J. Both women jumped 
at the chance to become a part of the 
Journey of Hope. Another friend, Kathy 
Czizk, joined the riders at mile 88 for the 
final ride onto the Church grounds.

Ms. Birmingham’s husband, Bobby, pro-
vided support throughout the day by fol-
lowing along in his vehicle.

A little over six hours after they started 
their journey on June 4, His Eminence 
Metropolitan Antony, along with other 
clergy, employees, family and friends, 
greeted the riders once they completed 
their ride at St. Andrew Memorial Church 
and Cemetery.

Metropolitan Antony commented on the 
importance of keeping the war in Ukraine 
in the forefront of people’s minds, and he 
said he appreciated the impact that the 
money raised will have on the continued 
humanitarian aid going into Ukraine.

The ride concluded with a memorial cer-
emony at Ms. Bodareva’s gravesite, which 
was conducted by Father Andrij Drapak. A 
prayer was also said for everyone who has 
died during the war in Ukraine. Father 
Vasyl Pasakas also thanked the riders for all 
they did, mentioning how the crisis has 
moved some people to sing or dance to 
help Ukraine, and how the riders chose to 
ride their bicycles to raise awareness and 
help Ukraine.

To date, Journey of Hope has raised over 
$15,000. For more information or to 
donate, readers can visit https://www.face-
book.com/donate/7410482322326467/ 
or make a donation on the Church’s web-
site, www.uocofusa.org, where readers can 
also learn more about how the humanitari-
an aid is being distributed in Ukraine.

 COMMUNITY CHRONICLE

Natasha Birmingham led a 100-mile bicycle ride that sought to raise funds for 
humanitarian relief efforts in Ukraine on June 4.

Participants of a 100-mile bicycle ride that sought to raise funds for humanitarian 
relief efforts in Ukraine gathered concluded their event with a memorial ceremony 
conducted by Father Andrij Drapak at Halyna Bodareva’s gravesite at St. Andrew 

Memorial Cemetary in South Bound Brook, N.J., on June 4.

Courtesy of Natasha W. Birmingham

Natasha Birmingham’s husband, Bobby, 
provided support for the participants of 
a 100-mile bikeride throughout the day 

by following along in his vehicle.

terattacking in the southwestern Kherson 
region, including regaining a foothold on the 
eastern bank of the Ingulets River.”

In Kyiv, Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal 
said the World Bank had approved a $1.49 
billion tranche of funding for Ukraine.

“Funding will be used to pay wages for 
social workers & civil servants. Ukraine’s 
recovery & victory will be the victory of 
democracy & whole civilized world,” Mr. 
Shmyhal wrote on Twitter.

The Washington-based lending arm of 
the International Monetary Fund has now 
pledged more than $4 billion in support for 
Ukraine since Russia launched its invasion 
on February 24.

Meanwhile, Russian news agency TASS 
reported that more than 1,000 Ukrainian 
soldiers who were taken prisoner in the 
Azovstal steel plant in the city of Mariupol 
have been transferred to Russia for investi-
gation.

Ukraine is seeking the handover of all 

the estimated 2,000 fighters from the 
Azovstal plant in a prisoner swap, but 
Russian lawmakers have demanded that 
some of the soldiers be put on trial.

Another exchange of bodies has taken 
place between Russia and Ukraine, the 
Ministry for the Reintegration of Tempora-
rily Occupied Territories reported on June 
8.

According to a statement, the exchange 
took place on the front line in the 
Zaporizhia. Of the 50 bodies of Ukrainians 
received, 37 were “heroic defenders of 
Azovstal,” the agency noted.

The process of returning the bodies of 
Ukrainian servicemen continues, the minis-
try added.

The Ukrainian military said on June 7 
that the Russians had handed over 210 
bodies of Ukrainian troops, most of whom 
who died defending the city of Mariupol 
from Russian forces at the vast steel works.

On the diplomatic front, Russian Foreign 
Affairs Minister Sergei Lavrov held talks on 
June 8 in Ankara with Turkish Foreign 
Affairs Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu on 
unblocking grain exports from Ukraine.

Mr. Cavusoglu said the talks were fruitful 
and voiced support for a safe maritime sea 
corridor, but Mr. Lavrov said the onus was 
on Ukraine to demine its ports as a precon-
dition for safe shipment.

Russia has urged Ukraine to remove 
mines from the area near the Black Sea 
port of Odesa. Russian President Vladimir 
Putin has vowed that Russia will not use 
the demined corridors to launch an attack 
on the key Ukrainian port.

Russia is ready to formalize that guaran-
tee for Odesa, Mr. Lavrov said after the talks 
in Ankara. He promised that Russia would 
not “abuse” its naval advantage in the Black 
Sea if Ukraine’s ports were demined.

Ukraine, which was not represented at 
the Ankara meeting, says Russia’s promise 
not to use safe shipping corridors to attack 
Odesa is not credible.

Ukrainian Ambassador to Turkey Vasyl 
Bodnar said no specific agreements came 
out of the talks as both sides set conditions.

“The Turkish side has received informa-
tion from the Russian side about their posi-
tion, and now we are waiting for communi-
cation between the Ukrainian side and the 

Turkish side to find common ground,” Mr. 
Bodnar said.

He accused the Russian side of playing 
“stupid games” and demanded that the 
Russians withdraw and unblock the ports.

“Then we can say that we can demine 
and allow ships to leave the ports in order, 
first of all, to ensure their safety and sec-
ondly to export grain safely,” said the 
ambassador.

At the same time, he suggested that 
Russia was not interested in releasing grain 
because it has been stealing it.

U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken 
said earlier this week that there have been 
“credible reports ... that Russia is pilfering 
Ukraine’s grain exports to sell for its own 
profit.”

(With reporting by Reuters, AFP, CNN, 
the BBC, dpa, and AP)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-syevyero-
donetsk-donbas-fighting/31888506.html).

(Continued from page 4)
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Ukraine wins and draws in final two friendly matches
On May 7, Ukraine’s national football team won its sec-

ond consecutive friendly match, defeating Italian Serie A 
club Empoli by a score of 3-1. The team wore specially 
designed jerseys with a message of “United for Ukraine” on 
the front. The numbers on the back of the shirts were com-
posed of the names of the country’s cities that have been 
under attack since Russia launched its full-scale war on 
Ukraine on February 24. Roman Yaremchuk, Oleksandr 
Karavaiev and Oleksandr Pikhalonok scored for Ukraine. 
Ukraine’s first friendly was a victory over German club 
Borussia Monchengladbach, its first game since the full-
scale war began.

One day later, on May 18, Ukraine’s national team played 
its final friendly match before its June 1 World Cup qualifi-
er against Scotland. Ukraine’s coaching staff fielded their 
second team squad in the match versus Croatian club 
Rijeka and the match ended in a 1-1 draw. The Ukrainians 
started strong, scoring their goal in the middle of the first 
half via a superlative effort by Denis Garmash. A defensive 
mistake in the 37th minute allowed Rijeka’s Josip Drmich 
to tie the score.

Klopp dedicated Champions League final to Ukrainians
Liverpool manager Jurgen Klopp dedicated the 

Champions League final match to the people of Ukraine 
after Russia invaded their country on February 24. The 

Reds faced Real Madrid in a rematch of their 2018 final in 
Kyiv which they lost 3-1. The rematch this year was played 
at the Stade de France after the showpiece was moved 
from St. Petersburg as a result of Russian President 
Vladimir Putin’s decision to start a war with his neighbor.

Klopp thought the decision to play the match in Paris 
sent an important message. In a pre-match conversation 
with the United Kingdom’s BT Sport, he shared some of his 
personal convictions about the change in venue, the war 
and the Ukrainian people.

“I am happy that the game is here [France] for thou-
sands of reasons,” he said. “It’s a strange one. The war is 
still going on and we have to think about that. The game 
still happens and the fact we are not in St. Petersburg is 
exactly the right message that Russia should get: Life goes 
on even when you try to destroy it. We play this final for all 
the people in Ukraine. I am sure some people in Ukraine 
can still watch it and we do it for you, 100 percent.”

Liverpool lost a heartbreaker of a match to Real Madrid 
by a 1-0 final score.

 Ukraine and Belarus clubs  
will not be drawn together

On May 27, the Union of European Football Associations 
(UEFA) announced that teams from Ukraine and Belarus 
will no longer be drawn together in future European com-
petition. Europe’s football governing body has already 
banned Russia from participating in its competitions fol-
lowing the country’s invasion of Ukraine. Belarus’ assis-
tance in the invasion prompted sanctions for Belarusian 
teams.

UEFA had previously decided no matches would be 
played in Belarus and supporters of Belarusian teams 
would be banned from attending nominal home games. In 
further action, UEFA said it would prevent teams from 
Ukraine and Belarus from meeting in the future.

Belarusian tennis player speaks out against war

“I’m against the war and support Ukraine players 100 
percent,” said Belarus tennis player Aliaksandra Sasnovich 
in an interview with Agence France-Presse at the 2022 
French Open. “I wanted to play Wimbledon so much. It’s 
one of my favorite tournaments, but I respect the decision,” 
the 28-year-old, world No. 47 said. “Normally, I speak with 
some of the Ukrainian players. We are not friends; we are 
just colleagues, but I support them 100 percent. I want the 
war to finish as soon as possible. I don’t support the war 
and am against the violence. I just want peace.”

Sasnovich went on to add that she “respects” the contro-
versial decision of the Association of Tennis Professionals 
(ATP) and Women’s Tennis Association (WTA) to strip 
Wimbledon of ranking points. That decision has pushed 
several players to consider withdrawing from Wimbledon 
in late June.

Daria Saville sympathizes  
with Ukrainian players

Australian tennis player Daria Saville (née Gavrilova) 
sympathizes with Ukrainian players and firmly believes the 
tennis world is not showing enough support for Ukrainian 
athletes. Born in Moscow, Saville represented Russia before 
emigrating to Australia in 2015.

The All English Tennis Club made headlines when they 
banned Russian and Belarusian players from their presti-
gious tournament, but the ATP and WTA reacted by sanc-

by Ihor N. Stelmach

In sports, the better performing team 
does not always win every game. 
Infrequently a sporting event is decided by 
a bad bounce, a controversial call or a fluke 
play. Despite their superior composed, 
measured and effective showing, despite 
their defiance, resolve and spirit, Ukraine’s 
arduous journey to play in the 2022 World 
Cup came up just short.

Far from their homeland’s battlefields 
and the Russian invaders, Ukraine’s foot-
ballers exempted from military service 
gave it their all trying to complete their 
World Cup mission. They had some extra 
inspiration in their locker room from a blue 
and yellow flag sent by soldiers from the 
frontlines in the Donetsk and Luhansk 
regions, signed with messages of support.

An Andriy Yarmolenko own goal broke 
Ukraine’s hearts and sent Wales to the 
2022 World Cup in Qatar when Ukraine 
lost 1-0 in a qualifier match on June 5 at 
Cardiff City Stadium.

Ukraine had more and the better scoring 
chances, but Wales’s goalkeeper Wayne 
Hennessey’s efforts kept the visitors score-
less. His best save may have been on Artem 

Dovbyk’s header late in the second half.
It was a deflected Gareth Bale free kick 

that resulted in the Ukrainians falling out of 
the competition and culminating with 
Wales’s first World Cup qualification in 64 
years. Don James won a free kick for Wales 
25 yards out, and Bale stepped up to take it 
34 minutes into the game. He whipped a 
shot toward the goal and it was mistakenly 
headed in by Ukraine captain Yarmolenko.

Oleksandr Zinchenko had the ball in the 
net for Ukraine very early in the first half 
off a free kick, but the referee disallowed 
the goal, ruling Zinchenko had taken the 
kick too quickly.

For Ukraine, it is difficult to equate, it is 
difficult, if not impossible, to compare 
between football and a nation fighting for its 
existence, but Ukraine made it very evident 
how much their team’s dream of reaching 
the World Cup meant in such dire circum-
stances. The national football squad played 
with the same courage shown by their coun-
try’s soldiers and fighters in the past 100-
plus days, and they were the better team.

Only four days prior Ukraine had deserv-
edly defeated Scotland in an equally intense 
match that undoubtedly fatigued them 
emotionally and physically, given how little 

most of them played in the past months. 
The Ukrainians gave everything they had 
once more, but so did Wales.

Wales were pressed throughout the 
match with Zinchenko running the game 
from midfield and the home team was for-
tunate that Ukraine failed to take some 
chances, while outstanding defensive per-
formances by Ben Davies and Hennessey 

stymied Ukraine’s offensive attempts. 
Roman Yaremchuk was denied after break-
ing through, Viktor Tsygankov shot wide 
and a Zinchenko shot was saved by the 
Wales keeper who was player of the match.

The atmosphere in the stadium and on 
the field was intense during the five min-
utes of added time as Ukraine desperately 
tried to force a goal they deserved.

Oleksandr Zinchenko (17) moves the ball forward for Ukraine during its World Cup 
qualifier against Wales on June 5 in Cardiff.

faw.cymru

Own goal sinks Ukraine’s World Cup hopes

(Continued on page 19)

Aliaksandra Sasnovich of Belarus, seen at the 2021 
French Open, has voiced her opposition to Russia’s war 

in Ukraine.

Wikipedia

Yulia gerasimova is a Ukrainian volleyball player 
whose dancing in support of Ukraine made her an inter-

net sensation.

Instagram.com/krosha9
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The International Tennis Federation 
(ITF) recognizes and celebrates players 
who have experienced a successful year 
progressing along the professional path 
and beyond. In early December 2021, the 
ITF identified two players, one male and 
one female, who recently completed stun-
ning years on the ITF World Tennis Tour, 
winning a handful of titles to accelerate 
their climb toward the top of the sport.

Ukrainian Anhelina Kalinina shined 
brightly on the ITF World Tennis Tour in 
2021. Her journey has been one of sus-
tained effort and resilience. She was once a 
promising junior, ranking No. 8 in the world 
and finishing runner up in the girl’s singles 
at the 2014 United States Open, but success 
has not come quickly since. But this past 
year she rocketed up the rankings with five 
ITF singles titles, including her first three at 
W60 and the biggest of the lot at W100 
Contrexeville.

“Quite a successful year, yes,” was her 
humble response when quizzed by the 
ITF’s Jamie Renton in a December 6 inter-
view in which she reflected on her titles at 
W25 Oeiras, W60 Zagreb, W60 Montpelier, 
W100 Contrexeville and W60 Nantes. She 
also reached her first WTA final without 
losing a set in Budapest in July, and by 
November had climbed to a then career-
high No. 52 in the WTA rankings after 
beginning the year at No. 161. She said that, 
by her definition, success would be winning 
several Grand Slam tournaments, and said 
2021 was “a big step forward in my career, 
a big step forward in terms of the confi-
dence I gained, the experience I got.”

Neared top 50 with landmark wins

Every elite tennis player has a different 
journey with Kalinina being an excellent 
example of a laser-focused individual who 
has perfected her sport over time. She has 
capitalized on opportunities that have per-
mitted her to develop her tennis in a way 
that might not have been otherwise possible.

The Grand Slam Development Fund 
(GSDF) was a key component of her early 

career. Kalinina was a fortunate member of 
GSDF/ITF Touring Teams at the under-14 
and under-16 age groups, affording her the 
chance to travel and compete against the 
world’s top young players. At the start of 
2020, Kalinina, along with 23 other players, 
was awarded a $25,000 Grand Slam Player 
Grant by the GSDF to assist her with com-
petition-related expenses.

The timing could not have been better as 
the world entered a COVID-19-induced 
lockdown, but Kalinina was able to utilize 
the monetary grant to aid her ongoing 
training and development program.

Energized and motivated by the extra 
conditioning work, she was well-prepared 
when international tennis resumed later in 
the year, and then kicked it to new heights in 
2021, compiling a 47-15 win-loss record 
from January to the end of November, includ-
ing a very impressive 31-4 record on clay.

Kalinina achieved landmark victories 
over Angelique Kerber at Roland Garros 
and Daria Kasatkina in Moscow, but reach-
ing that first-ever WTA final at the 
Budapest Grand Prix was a most special 
moment. She was defeated by Yulia 
Putintseva, 4-6, 0-6. She played in 21 tour-
naments in 2021, the most ever in a year, 
and attributed it to her work ethic and the 
stability of her coaching team. Her hus-
band, Anton Korchevskyi, has been coach-
ing her for three years and she’s had the 
same fitness coach for the last two years. 
The team works very well together.

There are no guarantees that Kalinina 
will win a lot or succeed every week, but it 
is safe to say that the young Ukrainian has 
the necessary tools to keep on climbing.

A coach lends perspective

Roberta Burzagli, head coach of the 
GSDF Touring Team that Kalinina partici-
pated in at the under18 level, reflected on 
the qualities that made her stand out at an 
early age. Kalinina was very focused and 
professional from a young age, he said. She 
was totally committed to being a profes-
sional player and she knew what it took to 

get there. Her biggest strength was her 
mental outlook – she had a great attitude 
toward competing and tough matches 
always brought out the best in her. She has 
demonstrated her supreme dedication over 
the years and it is great to see that her per-
severance has paid off with her recent suc-
cesses taking her to the fringes of the Top 
50.

Explaining her rapid rise

Last April 2021, Kalinina was ranked No. 
161 and looking to break into the Top 100. 
She had spent the bulk of her pro career 
grinding away on the ITF Circuit. She 
debuted in the WTA main draw in 2015. 
Her next match was in 2018.

The past year has seen the 25-year-old 
Ukrainian making major inroads in the 
women’s ranks. She entered April’s Credit 
One Charleston Open ranked inside the Top 
50. Beating Aliaksandra Sasnovich, No. 5 
seed Elena Rybakina and Alize Cornet, 
Kalinina advanced to the biggest quarterfi-
nal of her career.

Kalinina has evolved into a more consis-

tent tennis player and she achieved a No. 
36 ranking as of April 14 for a variety of 
reasons.

When introduced to the sport at age 6 by 
her parents, she took to tennis right away. 
She describes tennis as a smart game, simi-
lar to chess, but with movement. The sport 
requires intelligence and strength. She idol-
ized Li Na, a former Chinese tennis player 
who peaked at No. 2 in the world in 2014.

Kalinina was a participant of the ITF 
Development Program as a junior, enjoying 
a steady progression up to the WTA Tour. 
Her biggest adjustment was physical – she 
realized that at her smallish size, she would 
need to work on her legs, body and 
strength in order to compete against 
women. Once she figured out the fitness 
aspect, her game rounded into shape on 
both the ITF and WTA Tours.

Success on the courts in the summer of 
2021 paved the way for her entrance into 
the Top 100. She won back-to-back tourna-
ments in Montpellier ($60,000) and 
Contrexeville ($100,000). Kalinina followed 
those wins with her first WTA final in 
Budapest where her 14-match winning 
streak was snapped by Yulia Putintseva. 
She came to a realization that she had the 
physical and mental ability to win several 
tournaments in a row.

Kalinina’s husband, former junior player 
Anton Korchevskyi, is also her coach. With 
her trainer stuck in Ukraine due to the war 
with Russia, her husband is with her every 
hour of every day. Her goals in 2022 includ-
ed improving her health and playing a full 
Tour calendar, including all of the big events. 
This is the first year she played Charleston 
and Miami, and is looking forward to 
Madrid, Rome and the grass season.

Kalinina’s is now focused on testing her-
self against the game’s best. Having cracked 
the Top 100, then the Top 50, continued 
improvement against a high-quality field is 
the only way to move forward. Now that 
she has attained the privilege of playing 
main draws at the top tournaments, she 
believes it is time for her to beat the best.

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@
sfgsports.com.

Kalinina recognized for 2021 season

Anhelina Kalinina at Wimbledon in 
2019.

Wikipedia

heightens the risks of escalation (RBC, May 
1). But U.S. President Joe Biden pointedly 
excluded the possibility of supplying 
Ukraine with medium-range missiles that 
could strike deep into Russian territory, 
and Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy has denied any intentions of exe-
cuting such attacks (Nezavisimaya Gazeta, 
June 1). The real aim of those Russian 
warnings is to exacerbate concerns among 
the presumably risk-averse Europeans and 
to convert natural fatigue with the protract-
ed war into a reluctance to sustain and 
increase support for the hard-pressed 
Ukrainians. Moscow-based pundits have 
eagerly pounced on former U.S. Secretary of 
State Henry Kissinger’s opinion that 
Ukraine should buy peace with territorial 
concessions, pointing to his remarks as evi-
dence of Western pressure on Mr. Zelens-
kyy to accept Russian-dictated compromis-
es (Valdaiclub.com, May 30). Such wishful 
thinking, however, diverges widely from the 
reality of transatlantic populations’ and 
governments’ largely unwavering embrace 
of Ukraine. Even French President 
Emmanuel Macron, frustrated with the 
futility of his telephone diplomacy, rebuked 

President Vladimir Putin for the latter’s 
“historic mistake” in launching the 2022 
full-scale war on Ukraine (RBC, June 3).

Disagreements among the Europeans 
are serious, but in fact less tumultuous than 
usual, and the European Union managed to 
approve last week its sixth package of sanc-
tions, disappointing many expert opinions 
in Moscow (Kommersant, May 30). The 
main content of this latest package (besides 
a long list of personal penalties) consists of 
various restrictions on the export of 
Russian oil and natural gas, including a doc-
umented commitment by most European 
Union member states to reduce or elimi-
nate their dependency upon these supplies 
in the shortest possible timeframe. The 
pledge goes further than most observers 
had expected amidst a situation of market 
volatility and rising inflation (The Bell, May 
31). But the Europeans’ resolve is under-
pinned by the assumption that, with the 
Russian energy sector so badly hit by the 
departure of Western partners and service 
companies, its oil and gas production is set 
to contract sharply, so Russia cannot possi-
bly be a reliable supplier (Rosbalt, May 31).

The inevitable decline in petrol revenues 
will be painful for the Russian budget, but it 
is not necessarily the most impactful eco-
nomic setback. The Russian transport sys-
tem is progressively disorganized by the 

breakdown of supply chains and the clo-
sure of many plants built by Western com-
panies, which have opted to discontinue 
business in Russia. Millions of Russian car 
owners are beginning to experience the 
consequences of this first-hand (The 
Insider, May 30). Putin held another virtual 
government meeting last week, focused on 
the traditionally underfunded agenda of 
road construction. But the allocation of pro-
verbial truckloads of rubles cannot advance 
the problem too far in the absence of neces-
sary equipment and technology (Kommer-
sant, June 2).

Putin appears to have no grasp of the 
depth of his country’s economic problems 
beyond the direct costs associated with the 
Russian military offensive against Ukraine. 
But he has fewer concerns about the exas-
peration of his ministers than about the ris-
ing anger among the top brass. He cannot 
blame his generals for their failure in con-
quering the Donbas and unleash Stalin-
style purges, because the pool of experi-
enced Russian commanders has been 
depleted as war casualties, and replacing 
them with loyal siloviki from the special 
services is not an option (Meduza, June 1). 
Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu continues 
to command respect in the officer corps. He 
is aware not only of the fighting generals’ 
frustration with the lack of reserves and 

resources but also of the discontent in the 
vast state bureaucracy caused by ineffectu-
al leadership and official denials of the 
unfolding disaster (Svoboda.org, June 2).

Putin’s war looks to have become 
unwinnable, whatever spin the agitated 
propaganda puts on every square kilome-
ter of the “liberated” Donbas. Ukraine, 
meanwhile, shows courage and tenacity in 
defensive battles, demonstrates strategic 
patience in letting the tired Russian army 
exhaust its last reserves in senseless 
attacks, and trains fresh battalions 
equipped with Western weapons. The 
threat of a penetrating Ukrainian counter-
offensive is apparent for Russian com-
manders, but they cannot prepare defen-
sive positions because the orders demand 
pushing forward. Neither Russia’s gradually 
degrading economy, nor the badly damaged 
military machine can sustain the protracted 
war of attrition, and this is the course Putin 
is committed to. His only hope is that 
Ukraine will break under the pain of bomb-
ing, but he seems unable to understand the 
unbreakable will of the Ukrainians to 
uphold their state.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)
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Through Photo exhibit, “Children of War: Moments of War Horrors
June 26 Through the Lens of Photographers,” Ukrainian National
Chicago Museum, www.ukrainiannationalmuseum.org

Through June 30 Exhibit, “Ukrainian Roots: Art by the Diaspora,” featuring
Montclair, NJ  works by Melanka Coppola, Tanya Debarry, Natalie Napoleon
 and Ivan Bratko, Montclair Public Library, 973-202-0385

Through August 24 Art exhibit, “Impressions of War,” Ukrainian Institute
New York of America, www.ukrainianinstitute.org

June 14 Book presentation by Marie Yovanovich, “Lessons from the
New York Edge: A Memoir,” Ukrainian Institute of America, 
 www.ukrainianinstitute.org

June 15 Film screening, “Ukrainians in Quebec, 1890-1945,” by
Lachine, Quebec Yurij Luhovy, Lachine Historical Society,
 www.yluhovy.com or 514-481-5871

June 16 Presentation, “Summit X: Providing Ukraine with an Annual
Washington  Report Card Amidst War,” U.S.-Ukraine Working Group, 
 University Club, waz2102@columbia.edu or 
 dobriansky@ucca.org

June 18 Art exhibit, “Michel Andreenko: Revisited,” featuring works 
Chicago by Michel Andreenko and Ukrainian artists in Paris, 
 Ukrainian Institute of Modern Art, www.uima-chicago.org

June 18 Concert, “Peace in Ukraine: An International Program
Chicago	 Benefiting	Ukraine’s	Children,”	Lincolnwood	Chamber
 Orchestra, Ss. Volodymyr and Olha Ukrainian Catholic 
 Church, https://rb.gy/eyjtir

June	19	 Father’s	Day	Heritage	Fest,	Ukrainian	American	Sport	
Horsham, PA Center –Tryzub, www.tryzub.org or info@tryzub.org

June 25 Prayer for Peace in Ukraine and Throughout the World, 
Ottawa Canada-Ukraine Parliamentary Program, Parliament Hill 
 at the Eternal Flame, www.katedra.org

June 25 Concert, “Amplify the Voice: A Benefit Concert for
Cleveland, OH Ukraine,” Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus, The Cleveland 
 Orchestra, 216-231-7300 or www.bandura.org

June 26 Fundraiser for Ukraine, by musicians and dancers of 
New York New York, Ukrainian National Home, 212-533-4646

June 26 Concert, Pittsburgh United for Ukraine, Carnegie Music
Carnegie, PA Hall, https://www.tickettailor.com/

June 26 Concert, “Charmed – An Event for Ukraine,” The Woodward 
Cincinnati, OH Theater, 513-345-7981 or woodwardtheater@gmail.com

July 15-17 Support Ukraine Festival, Soyuzivka Heritage Center,
Kerhonkson, NY www.soyuzivka.com or 845-626-5641

July 27-31 75th Convention of the Ukrainian Orthodox League, Ss. 
Carnegie, PA Peter and Paul UOL Chapter, orthodoxcarnegie.org or 
 uolofusa.org

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

tioning Wimbledon. Ukrainian players 
were shocked to hear the men’s and wom-
en’s tours sanctioned Wimbledon for tak-
ing a stance against Russia for its invasion 
of Ukraine.

“To be honest, probably the tennis com-
munity does not support Ukraine enough. 
We could support more. I must say that I 
am very upset by the decision of the ATP 
and WTA on Wimbledon. It turns out they 
punish everyone. I can’t even imagine how 
the Ukrainian players are feeling right now. 
They probably feel like the other side was 
chosen and not theirs. I’m really sorry that 
this is happening,” Saville said on June 1, as 
reported by Tennis World via btu.org.ua.

A few days after Russia invaded Ukraine 
in late February, Saville tweeted “Russia. 
Stop the War. The army, go back home!” 
She shared that she has several friends 
among Ukrainian players including Elina 
Svitolina and Marta Kostyuk.

Svitolina and Kostyuk texted her back 
and thanked her for the support. Saville, 
who wore Ukrainian colors of blue and yel-
low at the French Open, expressed her 
regret for all that is happening in Ukraine. 
She said that she probably will not be going 
back to Russia after voicing her comments 
publicly.

Ukrainian boxing champ killed

Two-time Ukrainian amateur boxing 
champion Oleg Prudky, 30, lost his life 
while fighting with Ukraine’s military 
against the invading Russians. The death 
was announced on May 23 by the 
Ukrainian Boxing Federation on its 
Instagram page via TMZ Sports.

The official statement said the following: 
“It is with sorrow that we inform you that 
the master of sports of international boxing 
class, the champion of Ukraine, Oleg 
Prudky, was killed in the fight with Russian 
occupiers. The Boxing Federation of 
Ukraine expresses condolences to the box-
er’s family. Eternal memory to you, Oleg.”

Prudky was working as a member of the 

Cherkasy Police Special Forces when he 
was killed by a Russian attack on May 22.

He left behind his wife, Mariana, and two 
daughters. Prudky represented Ukraine in 
several amateur competitions, including 
the European Championships and the 
World Series of Boxing. The super-light-
weight was a two-time amateur champion 
and was a member of the Ukrainian 
Otamans semi-pro team.

Prudky’s death was recognized as the 
52nd death of a Ukrainian athlete as a 
result of the war with Russia.

Ukrainian volleyball player  
an internet sensation

Ukrainian volleyball player Yulia 
Gerasymova has left people all over the 
world mesmerized with a dance challenge 
video that went viral in February. The 
20-second video shows Gerasymova with 
other Ukrainian volleyball players during a 
Champions League match against Russia, 
challenging her opponents to a dance bat-
tle.

Gerasymova’s charismatic and energetic 
personality has charmed millions of hearts 
across the world on several social media 
platforms. Her video has received well over 
3 million views on XSPORT’s YouTube 
channel along with millions more views on 
TikTok and other YouTube channels. 
Viewers have described her as having “out-
standing beauty and skill” and her “smile 
and outgoing personality have brought 
[her] to the stage of world attention!”

Gerasymova plays for Ukraine’s national 
volleyball team. She was born on 
September 15, 1989, in Odesa. She was a 
member of Ukraine’s national team that 
won the 2017 Euro League, and she played 
in the European Championships in 2017, 
2019 and 2021. She currently plays for 
Ukraine based club SC Prometey and the 
Turkish club Karayollari Spor Kulubu.

Gerasymova has been married to Denis 
Parvadov since 2014. She turned pro at the 
age of 16. She is employed at TED Ankara 
College Foundation Private High School.

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@
sfgsports.com.
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the imperial “hawks,” bluntly claimed that 
denial of the possibility of nuclear war is 
“mistaken” (RBC, June 3).

Of Russia’s remaining political science 
institutions, one of the most influential is the 
Council on Foreign and Defense Policy 
(SVOP), created 30 years ago immediately 
after the collapse of the Soviet Union. Its par-
ticipants have gone through a similar ideo-
logical evolution to the rest of the political 
system – from justifying Russia’s integration 
into the developed modern world to radical-
ly opposing it. And today, this “elite of the 
Russian political class” is focused on devel-
oping motivations and justifications for the 
Kremlin’s present neo-imperial course. Quite 
indicative of this was the 30th Assembly of 
the SVOP, held on May 14-15, with the par-
ticipation of Foreign Affairs Minister Sergei 
Lavrov (Global affairs.ru, accessed June 3). 
The attendees discussed Russia’s situation 
following its invasion of Ukraine and the 
sharp confrontation with the outside world. 
Leading Russian political scientists, includ-
ing Dmitry Trenin (who heads the Carnegie 
Moscow Center, an affiliate of the 
Washington-based Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace), called on the Kremlin 
to engage in “total war.” In his remarks, Mr. 
Trenin directly referred to the West as an 
“enemy” with whom “compromise is impos-
sible” (Globalaffairs.ru, May 20).

The honorary chair of the SVOP, Sergei 
Karaganov, earlier expressed confidence 
that the West would “begin to crumble” in 
its confrontation with Russia. Such a jingois-
tic attitude has become characteristic of 
today’s officious experts in Russia, who now 
rarely present any objective evidence to 
buttress their assessments. Indeed, despite 
the fact that the initial “blitzkrieg” against 
Ukraine failed, Mr. Karaganov is still certain 
that Russia will be able to “demilitarize” this 
country and create a “friendly government” 
there (Rossiyskaya Gazeta, April 12).

Relatedly, Konstantin Zatulin, the direc-
tor of the Institute of CIS Countries, 
explained the need for the Kremlin’s “spe-

cial military operation” by asserting that 
Ukraine had “betrayed” Russia by deciding 
to pursue an independent foreign policy. Of 
course, the irony of history is that when the 
Commonwealth of Independent States 
(CIS) was created in 1991 out of the disin-
tegrating Soviet Union, this international 
organization specifically declared the right 
of all of its members to follow an indepen-
dent policy. In any case, Mr. Zatulin’s implic-
it admission that a defeat in the war against 
Ukraine would call into question the con-
tinued existence of Russia is indicative 
(Globalaffairs.ru, May 1).

Such fear is now readily apparent among 
many pro-Kremlin figures, despite their 
loud militant rhetoric to the contrary. They 
have a foreboding sense that, if Ukraine, 
with the help of a Western lend-lease pro-
gram, manages to fend off the Russian 
aggression, this will lead to the final col-
lapse of the Kremlin empire itself, so that 
this war may be its last.

It is noteworthy that when supporters of 
the Kremlin’s expansionist policies look for 
historical justifications, they often forsake 
“Russia” as such and instead reach all the 
way back to the era of “Muscovy” (13th-
16th centuries). Thus, in his speech at the 
SVOP Assembly where he called for disman-
tling Ukraine as a state, President of the 
National Strategy Institute Mikhail Remizov 
cited the example of Smolensk, which the 
medieval Muscovite army eventually cap-
tured in 1514 over the stubborn resistance 
of the local population (Globalaffairs.ru, 
May 25). For Kremlin ideologists, empire 
presently stands above all. However, in 
today’s Russia, many local communities 
oppose the war to subjugate Ukraine, and 
anti-imperial inter-regional associations are 
even springing up (Svoboda.org, June 3). If 
allowed to grow in strength, such efforts 
could fracture Russia from within, perhaps 
ensuring that the attack on Ukraine, indeed, 
goes down in history as the Kremlin’s last 
war for empire.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.
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