
Facing naval blockade, Ukraine’s agricultural sector works to export food desperately needed throughout the world
by Roman Tymotsko

LVIV – Ukraine has lost about a quarter of its usable 
farmland as result of Russia’s full-scale war on the country, 
according to government officials and industry experts. 
While that loss of agricultural land, officials have said, will 
not threaten food security inside what has long been called 
the breadbasket of Europe, it will have severe consequenc-
es for the rest of the world, particularly developing coun-
tries.

With this year’s sowing campaign in Ukraine now 99 
complete, official government forecasts have said Ukraine 
will be able to provide enough of its key crops for the coun-
try’s population, which prior to the start of the war was 
about 44 million people.

The country currently produces 65 million tons of cere-
als, legumes and oilseeds. It has the potential to export 
about 30 million tons of that total amount, but the war has 
put much of that food in danger.

“At the beginning of the war, the sowing campaign had 
not yet begun, but farmers were already actively preparing 
for it. The main material and technical resources were pur-
chased and delivered in many cases: more than 80 percent 
of mineral fertilizers as needed, about 70-80 percent of 

seeds, 60 percent of plant protection products and about a 
third of fuel,” said Taras Vysotskyy, Ukraine’s first deputy 
minister of agrarian policy and food, during a briefing at 
the Ukraine Media Center in Kyiv on June 13.

That preparation has played a crucial role in the current 
crop harvest forecast, he said.

This year there have been some changes in the priority 
of crops planted, he said. It was a decision influenced by 
several factors, among them the cost of planting certain 
crops per hectare, the possibility of selling the crop for 
domestic consumption, the yield per hectare of land and a 
given crop’s cost per ton.

Farmers typically prefer to plant crops that have more 
value per ton, particularly oilseeds, though Ukrainian agri-
cultural officials must take other issues into account.

The launch of Russia’s full-scale war on Ukraine has had 
a dramatic affect on Ukraine’s agricultural sector, and as a 
result the country’s farmers have been forced to adjust 
their decisions about what and how to sow in their fields.

Even as they dodge airstrikes, bombs or bullets to work 
their fields and harvest their crops, the country’s farmers 
face another major obstacle. The Russian military has 

by Mark Raczkiewycz

KYIV – Ukraine remained in the epicen-
ter of global geopolitics as four European 
leaders visited Ukraine in a show of soli-
darity while China voiced support for 
Russia’s “sovereignty and security” amid 
Western pledges for additional security 
assistance to Ukraine.

The prime ministers of Germany and 
Italy – Olaf Scholz and Mario Draghi, 
respectively – as well as Romanian Presi-

dent Klaus Iohannis and French President 
Emmanuel Macron visited the northwest-
ern Kyiv suburb of Irpin on June 16 before 
meeting with Ukrainian President Volo-
dymyr Zelenskyy.

Speaking of the horrors and evidence of 
Russian atrocities he saw in the war-
scarred town, the Romanian president said 
that were no words “to describe the 
unimaginable human tragedy and horrible 
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All four European leaders who visited 
Ukraine on June 16 support “immediate” 
European Union candidate status for 
Ukraine, French President Emmanuel 
Macron said after a meeting with Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy in Kyiv.

Mr. Macron, speaking at a joint news 
conference in Kyiv alongside the leaders of 
Germany, Italy and Romania, added that 
France would step up arms deliveries to 

Ukraine to help its forces fend off the 
Russian invasion.

The delivery will include six more pow-
erful truck-mounted artillery guns, Mr. 
Macron said, adding that the leaders “are 
doing everything so that Ukraine alone can 
decide its fate.”

Mr. Macron made the trip to Ukraine 
with German Chancellor Olaf Scholz, Italian 
Prime Minister Mario Draghi and 

European leaders, during visit to Kyiv, back 
‘immediate’ EU candidate status for Ukraine

(Continued on page 6)

Russia makes further gains in the Donbas,  
as European heavyweights visit Ukraine in show of solidarity

(Continued on page 18)

Anesthesiologist Volodymyr (who did not provide his last name in order to protect his 
identity), 55, in civilian life headed the intensive care and resuscitation department at 
a district hospital that now serves in the Prince Constantine Ostrozky 30th Separate 

Mechanized Brigade.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy (center) held a press conference in Kyiv on 
June 16 after meeting with (from left to right) Romanian President Klaus Iohannis, 
Italian Prime Minister Mario Draghi, French President Emmanuel Macron and 

German Chancellor Olaf Scholz.

Operational Command “North” of the Ukrainian Armed ForcesOffice of the President of Ukraine

Taras Vysotskyy, Ukraine’s first deputy minister of 
agrarian policy and food, spoke about Ukraine’s pro-
jected crop harvest during a briefing at the Ukraine 

Media Center in Kyiv on June 13.

Ukraine Media Center

(Continued on page 3)
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Zelenskyy calls for harsher sanctions

President Volodymyr Zelenskyy has 
called on the European Union to ratchet up 
its sanctions regime on Russia, calling for a 
seventh European Union package of puni-
tive measures against Moscow for its 
unprovoked invasion of Ukraine. The 
27-nation union agreed late last month to a 
sixth package of sanctions that will halt the 
majority of imports of Russian oil, but 
exempted crude delivered by pipeline in a 
concession to holdout Hungary. In a video-
link address to both chambers of the Czech 
parliament on June 15, Mr. Zelenskyy 
thanked the Czech Republic for the assis-
tance provided to Ukraine so far but urged 
the West not to stop the support for 
Ukraine. “We are with you. Be with us,” Mr. 
Zelenskyy told Czech lawmakers, who 
applauded him. Mr. Zelenskyy also called 
on the EU to give Ukraine candidate status 
– the first step on the years-long road to 
membership in the bloc. He also warned 
about Russia’s territorial ambitions, saying 
President Vladimir Putin will not be satis-
fied only with the conquest of Ukraine. 
“Russia is not interested only in our 
Mariupol, Severodonetsk, Kharkiv and Kyiv. 
No, its ambitions are projected on a vast 
area from Warsaw to Sofia,” he said. “As in 
the past, the Russian invasion of Ukraine is 
the first step that the Russian leadership 
needs to open the way to other countries, 
to the conquest of other peoples,” he said. 
“The person who wants to seize everything 
will never stop at taking only part of what 
they want,” Mr. Zelenskyy said. The Czech 
Republic assumes the EU’s rotating presi-
dency on July 1. (RFE/RL)

Macron vows to stop Russia

French President Emmanuel Macron has 
vowed to “do everything” to halt Russia’s 
war on Ukraine in an apparent departure 
from his previous stance toward Moscow 
that had sparked concern in Kyiv and 
among European allies of France’s commit-
ment to stand up to Moscow. Mr. Macron, 
who arrived in Romania late on June 15 for 
a three-day trip to the Northa Atlantic 
Treaty Organization’s (NATO) southern 
flank and Moldova, has been criticized by 
Ukraine and Eastern European allies for 

what they perceived as being less support-
ive of Ukraine as it battles to repel Russian 
troops. “We will do everything to stop 
Russia’s war forces, to help the Ukrainians 
and their army and continue to negotiate,” 
Mr. Macron told French, U.S., British and 
other allied troops at NATO’s Kogalniceanu 
military base near Romania’s Black Sea 
port of Constanta. Mr. Macron was expected 
to travel to Moldova’s capital, Chisinau, 
later on June 15, for consultations with pro-
Western President Maia Sandu. Some 
media reports, which have not been con-
firmed by Mr. Macron’s office, say he will 
then head to Kyiv for a visit on June 16 that 
could also include German Chancellor Olaf 
Scholz, Italian Prime Minister Mario Draghi 
and Romanian President Klaus Iohannis. 
“We need to support Ukraine,” Mr. Macron 
told a joint news conference with Mr. 
Iohannis on June 15. “From the first day, 
France said clearly that Russia is the 
aggressor,” Mr. Macron said when asked 
about his repeated statements that Russia 
should not be humiliated during diplomatic 
attempts to bring the conflict to an end. 
“But we must be clear-headed: We are not 
at war with Russia,” added Mr. Macron, who 
has continued to keep communication 
channels open with the Kremlin since the 
start of the invasion. “The Ukrainian presi-
dent and his officials will have to negotiate 
with Russia,” he said. France leads a NATO 
battle group in Romania of about 800 
troops, including 500 French soldiers, and 
has also deployed a surface-to-air missile 
system to the country. Mr. Macron’s visit to 
Kyiv, if confirmed, would come a day before 
the European Commission makes a recom-
mendation on Ukraine’s status as an EU 
candidate. Several EU nations, including 
France, have voiced skepticism about 
Ukraine’s becoming a candidate to joining 
the 27-member group. (RFE/RL, with 
reporting by RFE/RL’s Rikard Jozwiak, 
digi24.ro, hotnews.ro and Reuters)

U.S. Open to allow Russians, Belarusians

The U.S. Open will allow tennis players 
from Russia and Belarus to compete in the 
2022 tournament in New York City later 
this year. The U.S. Open announced the 

(Continued on page 14)

 NEWS ANALYSIS

by Paul Goble
Eurasia Daily Monitor

Ukraine experienced sharp demographic 
decline even before Russian President 
Vladimir Putin launched his full-scale rein-
vasion earlier this year. The Ukrainian pop-
ulation fell from 52 million in 1993 to just 
over 41 million by the start of 2022. For 
that matter, it would have been declining 
even if the Soviet Union had not disinte-
grated and Ukraine had not acquired its 
independence (see Prism, December 25, 
1998). However, the expanded Russian mil-
itary action this year not only killed thou-
sands of Ukrainian soldiers and civilians 
and led to the emigration of several million 
more, but it also suppressed the birthrate 
while increasing the death rate among 
those remaining in the country.

Ukrainian, Russian and other experts 
are, thus, united in predicting that Ukraine 
will soon face a demographic collapse, with 
its population projected to fall to a total of 
as low as 30 million by the end of this 
decade, and perhaps 22 million people by 
the end of this century. Worse still, some 
Ukrainian specialists do not see any way 
for the Ukrainian authorities to halt this 
drop on their own (Izvestia.kiev.ua, August 
12, 2021). Such a freefall will severely limit 
Ukraine’s ability to recover from the devas-
tation of Putin’s war, let alone raise an army 
to defend itself in the future.

Ella Libanova, the director of the 

Institute of Demography and Social 
Research at Ukraine’s National Academy of 
Sciences, has taken the lead in warning 
about these dire prospects. In a series of 
interviews and articles, she has outlined 
what she argues is a fateful combination of 
factors, intensified by the war, that will cast 
a shadow on the demographic, and hence 
social and political, situation in the country 
for decades to come (Life.nv.ua, March 31, 
June 7; NovostiUA.net, Fraza.com, June 13). 
Despite a tone that may strike some as 
overly alarmist, she is not an outlier as far 
as other demographers – Ukrainian, 
Russian or Western – are concerned 
(Izvestia.kiev.ua, August 12, 2021; Glagol.
press, January 16; ERR, May 24).

According to Ms. Libanova, “the war has 
inflicted a crushing blow on Ukrainian 
demography. In addition to military losses, 
the total number of which is still unknown, 
no fewer than 4,000 civilians have died and 
approximately 5 million have saved them-
selves from death by fleeing abroad. Some 
of these people have already rooted them-
selves in other countries and will not 
return home.” Together with pre-war 
trends such as falling fertility rates, an 
aging population, rising death rates and 
outmigration by young specialists, Ukraine 
will find itself in “a new demographic hole,” 
she said. Specifically, it will struggle to 
make the recovery necessary to overcome 

by Pavel K. Baev
Eurasia Daily Monitor

The full-scale reinvasion of Ukraine, 
ordered by Russian President Vladimir 
Putin on February 24, came as a shock for 
many groups within the Russian elite. They 
are still assessing the consequences of that 
autocratic decision and adapting to the fast-
deteriorating political and economic envi-
ronment. Meanwhile, Putin persists with 
rigidly confronting the West and apparent-
ly expects that the international sanctions, 
which personally target many beneficiaries 
of his regime, will force a consolidation of 
the elites inside “fortress-Kremlin” (Eurasia 
Insight, June 2). Asserting his monopoly 
over decision-making, Putin increased his 
presence in the public space last week and 
notably likened himself to Tsar Peter I (the 
Great) (Kommersant, June 10). The com-
parison with the emperor-reformer is 
flawed in many ways, but one informative 
reminder is that Peter’s death, at the age of 
52, opened up a period of fierce elite 
squabbles. Putin’s peculiar obsession with 
his own health is a subject of much specula-
tion and countless jokes; nonetheless, all 
stakeholders in the stability of the Russian 
state have to make plans for his sudden 
departure (Svoboda.org, June 10).

Many of Putin’s closest subordinates – 
from Nikolai Patrushev, the long-serving 
secretary of the Security Council, to Sergei 
Chemezov, the chief executive officer of the 
defense conglomerate Rostec – are in the 
same 70-something age cohort. But it is the 
younger generation of courtiers who are 
actively positioning themselves for a possi-

ble change at the top (Meduza, May 31). 
Dmitry Medvedev, the former president, 
former prime minister and presently a dep-
uty head of the Security Council, has rein-
vented himself as the most ardent support-
er of the “special military operation” 
against Ukraine, though he has gained 
more ridicule than respect (Rosbalt, June 
7). Sergei Kiriyenko, another former prime 
minister and currently the deputy chief of 
staff of the presidential administration, has 
taken the initiative to lead the political proj-
ect of annexing the conquered Donbas, and 
he has insinuated himself into the group of 
Putin’s hypothetical successors (Meduza, 
June 8). In contrast, Prime Minister Mikhail 
Mishustin, formally the second person in 
the state hierarchy, prefers not to partake 
in “patriotic” reality shows, but he claims 
credit for stabilizing the state’s finances 
under the pressure of sanctions (Forbes.ru, 
June 10).

In turn, Russia’s business elites find that 
embracing the war seriously cuts into their 
profits, but distancing themselves from the 
Kremlin’s foreign aggression is personally 
risky. Oleg Mitvol, the former deputy head 
of the Russian environmental inspectorate 
Rosprirodnadzor, who back in the mid-
2000s compelled a consortium of oil com-
panies led by Shell to transfer a controlling 
stake in the Sakhalin-2 project to Gazprom, 
was detained last week in Krasnoyarsk 
while trying to board a flight to Dubai (RBC, 
June 10). Many Russian entrepreneurs have 
sought to depart quietly to this safe heaven, 
while some veteran oligarchs, like Roman 

Putin’s war accelerating Ukraine’s 
demographic collapse, experts say

Russian elites demonstrate loyalty to Putin, 
but are preparing for unruly succession
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Anne Applebaum: ‘Positive future for region’ depends on Russian defeat in Ukraine
by Dzmitry Hurnyevich

RFE/RL

A decisive Ukrainian military victory 
over invading Russian forces would likely 
reverberate throughout the region, poten-
tially ushering in a “positive future,” Anne 
Applebaum, the U.S. Pulitzer-Prize winning 
author, has predicted.

“A positive future for the region depends 
on Russia being defeated, and on Russians 
realizing they’ve been defeated,” Ms. 
Applebaum said in a recent interview with 
RFE/RL’s Belarus Service.

Echoing calls from Ukrainian officials, 
including President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, 
Ms. Applebaum said it is crucial, and possi-
bly decisive, to get more weapons to 
Ukraine’s Armed Forces faster.

“I am arguing in favor of an acceleration 
of Western aid for Ukraine because I feel 
that it’s not just winning the war. Winning 
the war quickly will make a big difference,” 
said Ms. Applebaum, author of several 
books on Russia and the Soviet Union, 
including “Red Famine: Stalin’s War on 
Ukraine.”

Ukraine is calling for an increase in 
Western heavy weapons after Russia com-
mitted the bulk of its firepower to the east-
ern Donbas region. The topic featured 
prominently at a meeting of North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization (NATO) defense minis-
ters in Brussels on June 15.

Ukraine needs 1,000 howitzers, 500 
tanks and 1,000 drones, among other 
heavy weapons, Mykhaylo Podolyak, a top 
adviser to Mr. Zelenskyy, said on June 13.

Western countries have promised NATO-
standard weapons, including advanced U.S. 
rockets. But deploying them is taking time, 
and experts say Ukraine will require con-
sistent Western support to transition to 
new supplies and systems as stocks dwin-
dle of their Soviet-era weapons and muni-
tions.

Kyiv has said 100-200 of its soldiers are 
killed each day, with hundreds more 

wounded in some of the bloodiest fighting 
since Russia’s unprovoked February 24 
invasion.

Russia gives no regular figures of its own 
losses but Western countries say they have 
been massive as President Vladimir Putin 
seeks to force Kyiv to cede full control of the 
Donbas and a swathe of southern Ukraine.

Putin likely still wants to capture much if 
not all of Ukraine but has had to narrow his 
t a c t i c a l  o b j e c t ive s  i n  wa r,  U. S . 
Undersecretary of Defense for Policy Colin 
Kahl said on June 14.

A Putin defeat in Ukraine would not only 
be “good” for Ukraine, but neighboring 
Belarus, and, ultimately, Russia as well, Ms. 
Applebaum argued.

“A victory for Ukraine, withdrawal from 
Russian troops from Ukraine would be very 
good for the Belarusian people, because ... it 
would demonstrate not just the military 
weakness of Russia, but also the emptiness 
of Russian ideas and ideology, this kind of 
weird post-Soviet imperialism,” Ms. 
Applebaum said.

Elsewhere,  Ms.  Applebaum has 
described Putin, a former KGB officer, as an 
“imperial nostalgist,” bent on “recreating a 
smaller Russian-speaking empire within 
the old Soviet Union’s borders.”

Recently, Putin equated the war against 
Ukraine to Peter the Great’s expansionist 
wars some three centuries ago, saying the 
Russian tsar had “seized nothing; he 
reclaimed it!”

A Russian defeat in Ukraine would allow 
average Russians to look ahead at “building 
their future,” and not back to “past glory 
that wasn’t even very glorious,” Ms. 
Applebaum said.

Amid a steady drumbeat of disinforma-
tion, state-run polling agency results have 
pointed to a surge of support for Putin, 
although many question whether Russians 
are reluctant or even fearful of speaking 
frankly and honestly to pollsters.

For Belarus, Putin’s invasion has dealt 
possibly a final blow to whatever indepen-

dence the country enjoyed under authori-
tarian leader Alyaksandr Lukashenka, sug-
gests Ms. Applebaum, whose husband is 
Radek Sikorski, a former Polish foreign 
affairs minister and current member of the 
European Parliament.

“I think Belarus is something now like a 
Russian colony, or a nation that has lost its 
ability to make its own foreign policy,” Ms. 
Applebaum told RFE/RL.

A close ally of Russia, Belarus said in 
March that its armed forces were not taking 
part in what Moscow calls its “special oper-
ation” in Ukraine, but it did serve as a 
launchpad for Russia to send thousands of 
troops across the border on February 24.

Mr. Lukashenka faces isolation and sanc-
tions because of his government’s brutal, 
and sometimes deadly, crackdown on pro-
democracy opponents after an election in 
August 2020 that was widely believed to be 
fraudulent and extended his rule for anoth-
er five years.

“Lukashenka has clearly done some kind 
of deal, in exchange for Putin helping him 
stay in power. He’s agreed to help Putin 
invade Ukraine. So, yes, I think it is a kind of 
occupation or a kind of colonial power now 

that Russia has in Belarus,” Ms. Applebaum 
added.

Ms. Applebaum acknowledged that aver-
age Belarusians – many opposed to Putin’s 
invasion of Ukraine – were suffering under 
punishing sanctions, but says they are nec-
essary.

“Of course, it’s not fair that the majority 
of Belarusians who are against the war are 
forced to pay the price for it. But that’s a 
separate question from whether or not 
there should be sanctions,” she said.

“It’s also not fair in Russia to the – what-
ever percentage it is, 20 percent, 30 percent 
[of ] Russians who oppose the war. 
Sanctions are a blunt instrument,” Ms. 
Applebaum opined, adding that the mea-
sures were aimed at punishing Mr. 
Lukashenka and his regime’s apparatus.

“The idea is to deter the Belarusian lead-
er, to hamper his ability to produce things, 
to earn money in order to fund his own mil-
itary and his own security services. The 
point is to make him pay a high price for his 
actions. Unfortunately, it means that other 
people will also pay a price for it,” she said.

Ms. Applebaum also praised those in 
Belarus who are actively opposing Russia’s 
invasion, including activists who have tried 
to sabotage parts of the railway network to 
make it harder for Russia to deploy forces 
into Ukraine.

“Very impressive actions have already 
taken place. I mean the Belarusian ‘rail 
guerrillas’ who sabotaged the railway on 
which Russian troops transported their 
equipment to Ukraine. It was a very big 
contribution to the war that many people 
noticed,” Ms. Applebaum said, adding that 
“hundreds of Belarusians” were also fight-
ing in Ukraine against the Russian invaders.

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/russia-defeat-posi-
tive-futue-applebaum/31899864.html).

Anne Applebaum is the author of several 
books on Russia and the Soviet Union, 
including “Red Famine: Stalin’s War on 

Ukraine.”

RadioSvoboda.org, via RFE/RL

established a blockade of the Black Sea, 
making it impossible to transport most of 
the crops via their usual naval routes.

The United States has worked with its 
European allies to export grain from 
Ukraine by rail, and Washington has helped 
Ukraine build granaries on the country’s 
borders to aid in the export of the hugely 
valuable agricultural commodities. The 
potential lack of agriculatral products being 
exported from Ukraine is forecast to have a 
massive impact on the global food supply.

“We are working closely with our 
European partners to bring 20 million tons 
of grain stuck in Ukraine to the market to 
reduce global food prices,” U.S. President 
Joe Biden said on June 14. He added that 
grain could not be exported via the Black 
Sea because it “will be blown up in the 
water” by the Russian military.

“So, we are working on a plan to take it 
through other countries by rail. But 
Ukraine has the same railway system as 
Russia, where the track width is different 
from the track in Europe, so we will build 
temporary elevators on Ukraine’s border 
with, in particular, Poland to transport 
grain from Ukrainian wagons to granaries 
for [European] wagons and further into the 
ocean,” Mr. Biden said.

The German federal government plans 
to set up a fund to purchase grain contain-
ers to speed up grain exports from Ukraine, 

which has been under a naval blockade, 
Germany’s Government Commissioner for 
Railways Michael Theurer said in an inter-
view with German business newspaper 
Handelsblatt.

“We are doing everything possible so 
that grain can be transported from Ukraine 
by rail to prevent global famine,” Mr. 
Theurer said.

He added that the government was dis-
cussing the idea of   creating a fund to pur-
chase grain containers for wheat, which are 
currently in short supply. But moving those 
containers into Ukraine, even if they were 
readily available, would also face the same 
issue of different rail track widths.

“In the most optimistic case” of the 23 
million tons of grain stored in Ukraine, the 
railway will be able to export 10 million, Mr. 
Theurer said. Aid for that transportation is 
being provided by the German federal gov-
ernment, the European Commission and 
relevant German associations, particularly 
the Association of Agricultural Traders.

Under the Russian naval blockade, Ukraine 
has established two grain export channels – 
through Poland and Romania, and it is negoti-
ating with the Baltic states for additional 
export channels, according to Ukrainian 
Deputy Foreign Affairs Minister Dmytro 
Senik, per a Reuters report on June 12.

“These corridors are not perfect, as they 
lead to certain logistical delays, but we are 
doing everything possible to develop these 
paths now,” Mr. Senik said.

Ukrainian grain that is transported to 
Poland is moved via railway. Still, due to the 

difference in track width at the border, it 
must first be transported to other ware-
houses, causing significant delays in 
Ukraine’s ability to export the crops.

Crops that move through Romania first 
pass by rail in southern Ukraine to ports on 
the Danube River, where they are trans-
ported by barge to the Romanian port in 
Constanta. But the process requires money 
and time.

Mr. Senik noted that Kyiv is currently 
negotiating to open a third “grain corridor” 
through the Baltic states but declined to 
specify details or discuss how much grain 
has already been or will be exported.

Ukraine is the fourth largest exporter of 
grain in the world. According to Mr. Senik, 
about 30 million tons of grain are stored in 
the territory held by the Ukrainian govern-
ment, which it is trying to export by road, 
river and rail.

Ukraine and its partners are also dis-
cussing the possibility of establishing an 
international mission to unblock Ukraine’s 
maritime ports and, as a first step, require 
Russia to withdraw its forces in the waters 
around Ukraine and provide security guar-
antees to protect agricultural exports via 
the Black Sea.

Russia’s Foreign Affairs Minister Sergei 
Lavrov said in Turkey that Russia was 
ready to allow grain ships to move from 
Ukrainian ports. He said the blame for the 
blockade of Ukrainian crop exports rested 
with Kyiv, and said the role of Ukraine’s 
harvest on global food security was exag-
gerated.

Earlier, Mr. Senik called on the world not 
to believe Russia’s portrayal of the situation 
and he said he did not believe Russia’s 
assurances that potential agricultural 
export corridors would not be attack by 
Russian forces.

The full-scale Russian invasion of 
Ukraine has cost the country’s agricultural 
sector some $4.29 billion, according to an 
analysis conducted by several industry spe-
cific research and academic groups in coop-
eration with the Ministry of Agrarian Policy 
and Food of Ukraine.

“Russia’s aggression affects not only the 
ability to freely export our agricultural prod-
ucts and feed about 400 million people a 
year around the globe. Damage to land, infra-
structure and agricultural machinery direct-
ly affects the production of agricultural prod-
ucts in Ukraine,” said Roman Neyter, an 
expert at the Center for Food and Land Use 
Research at the Kyiv School of Economics.

“Without the restoration of lost assets, 
Ukraine will not be able to return to its 
place in providing global food security. 
Damage assessment is the first element in 
assessing the need for restoration,” Mr. 
Neyter said.

Russia’s full-scale war on Ukraine has left 
the country three months behind its typical 
harvest schedule. The toll has already been 
immense, as the Ukrainian economy is pro-
jected to contract by 45 percent and mil-
lions of people worldwide are threatened 
with hunger because of the disrupted 
exports of grains from Ukraine and the con-
tinued damage to its agricultural sector.

(Continued from page 1)
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Is Ukraine losing the war? Depends on how you look at it
by Mike Eckel

RFE/RL

The last bridges over the Siverskiy 
Donets River have been blown at Severo-
donetsk, cutting off the Donbas city from 
the right bank and trapping hundreds of 
Ukrainian civilians and troops.

Russia is on the verge of taking the city, 
and between 100-200 Ukrainian soldiers 
are dying every day. In the southern 
Kherson region, Ukraine has made only 
incremental progress in a counteroffensive 
against Russian positions. Russian troops 
have reportedly begun moving toward the 
northeastern city of Kharkiv again.

Powered by withering Russian artillery 
and rocket fire, and a marked change in 
Russian tactics and command, the tide of 
war is turning against Ukraine – and Kyiv 
says the only way to turn it back is to get 
more Western weapons faster.

Is Ukraine losing the war? It’s not that 
simple.

“If by ‘losing’ you mean Ukraine doesn’t 
look like it can regain its territory, and drive 
Russia out of its own territory, then yes, 
that’s a fair assessment; they are losing,” 
said Scott Boston, a former U.S. Army colo-
nel and artillery officer who has studied the 
Ukraine war closely.

Other experts also say it depends on 
how you define “lose.”

“It may look pessimistic, but in reality, if 
you look at the map, you look at the Donbas, 
you can’t find a lot of changes, in spite of the 
huge concentration of Russian forces,” said 
Mykhaylo Samus, the deputy director of the 
Center for Army, Conversion and 
Disarmament Studies in Kyiv. “Ukrainian 

forces are playing very effective defense.”
“On the contrary, what we can say is 

Russia has failed,” Mr. Samus said. “Basically, 
Russia in strategic thinking has lost the war 
already, because they started with high 
expectations on February 24. They planned 
to get Kyiv in [a] couple days. It was a cata-
strophic process. They made very bad deci-
sions on their operations.”

“We can definitely say Russia, strategi-
cally, has failed,” he said.

‘We need assistance quickly’

During the first phase of the war after 
launching a large-scale invasion on 
February 24, Russia failed in its main prior-
ities to seize the Ukrainian capital, Kyiv, and 
potentially oust the government there.

Most Western experts were surprised 
both at the deep problems with the Russian 
military that the offensive exposed, but also 
the dogged and effective defense put up by 
Ukrainian troops.

Russia eventually withdrew many of its 
units near Kyiv, and shifted its resources to 
focus on seizing the port city of Mariupol, 
which was reduced to Stalingrad-like rub-
ble before the battle for the city effectively 
ended on May 22. Russia also retooled its 
command – appointing a single general for 
a unified command – and focused resourc-
es on seizing more ground in eastern and 
northeastern Ukraine.

After a sputtering start, it now appears 
to be working – slowly, incrementally, 
steadily – on the battlefield.

For the moment, anyway.
Several weeks of brutal, house-to-house, 

street-by-street fighting has resulted in 
Severodonetsk, a city with a prewar popu-

lation of around 100,000, being nearly 
entirely controlled by Russian troops as of 
June 15, including the city’s center.

Luhansk’s military governor, Serhiy 
Hayday, said on June 14 that the last bridg-
es across the Siverskiy Donets River leading 
to the smaller suburb of Lysychansk had 
been destroyed, all but cutting off evacua-
tion and supply routes for the last troops 
and civilians remaining in Severodonetsk.

Many of those remaining are holed up in 
a chemical industrial plant, raising fears of 
a siege similar to what happened in 
Mariupol, in the last days before the city fell 
to Russian control.

Top Ukrainian officials are sounding 
increasingly dire warnings in recent weeks 
about the tempo of fighting, and the toll it is 
taking on Ukrainian forces.

Ukrainian officials have also been 
increasingly vocal in their pleas for more 
Western weaponry, more quickly – some-
thing they hope will be forthcoming after a 
meeting of the Ukraine Contact Group in 
Brussels on June 15.

“Being straightforward: to end the war 
we need heavy weapons parity,” Mykhaylo 
Podolyak, a top aide to President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy, said on Twitter. “We 
are waiting for a decision.”

“We need assistance quickly,” Ukraine’s 
defense minister, Oleksiy Reznikov, said in 
an interview this week with The Economist, 
“because the cost of any delay is measured 
in Ukrainian blood.”

A 2,400-kilometer front line

In a statement on Telegram on June 12, 
Gen. Valeriy Zaluzhnyi, commander-in-chief 
of Ukraine’s Armed Forces, also called for 

more Western weaponry, saying that the 
front line where Ukrainian and Russian 
forces were facing off stretches more than 
2,400 kilometers.

“They use artillery en masse and, unfor-
tunately, they have a tenfold fire advantage,” 
Mr. Zaluzhniy said. “Despite everything, we 
keep holding our positions. Every meter of 
Ukrainian land there is spilled with blood, 
not only ours but also the occupier’s. The 
situation is difficult, in particular, in the city 
of Severodonetsk.”

Since the first week of April, when they 
shifted away from districts north of Kyiv, 
Russian forces made gradual advances in 
the eastern Donetsk and Luhansk regions, 
the two main districts comprising the 
Donbas. Western officials have said it 
would potentially take until August or into 
September for them to take all of the 
Donbas.

The towns and villages Russian forces 
have captured include Svyatohirsk and 
Svitlodarsk in Donetsk, and Rubizhne and 
Popasna in Luhansk.

Ukrainian forces are desperately trying 
to keep Russian forces from capturing the 
highway that runs southwest to northeast, 
from Bakhmut to Lysychansk. Closing that 
road, which Ukrainian officials have dubbed 
the “road of life,” entirely would all but 
allow Russian forces to close off a bulge, or 
salient, whose tip is at Severodonetsk.

Further to the north, Russian troops 
have now regained some ground after 
being pushed back from Kharkiv, Ukraine’s 
second-largest city, in early May, according 
to Britain’s Defense Ministry.

   FOR THe ReCORd
U.S. announces $1 billion in new military  

assistance for Ukraine
The following statement was released 

by the U.S. State Department on June 15.  It 
is attributed to U.S. Secretary of State 
Antony J. Blinken.

Today, we announced an additional $1 
billion in additional military assistance 
for Ukraine. Pursuant to a delegation of 
authority from the president, I am autho-
rizing our 12th drawdown of arms and 
equipment from U.S. Department of 
Defense inventories for Ukraine’s defense 
since August 2021, valued at up to $350 
million. This authorization, combined 

with $650 million in additional assistance 
also announced today under the U.S. 
Department of Defense’s Ukraine 
Security Assistance Initiative, will bring 
total U.S. security assistance to Ukraine to 
over $5.6 billion since Russia launched its 
brutal and unprovoked full-scale invasion 
of Ukraine on February 24.

When he decided to launch an unjusti-
fied invasion against his neighbor, 
[Russian] President [Vladimir] Putin 
intended to divide the United States and 

cision because “if your target is Mariupol” – 
a now-devastated population center with a 
prewar population of nearly half a million 
Ukrainians – “then the rocket is sufficiently 
precise.”

Mr. Johnson said the current phase is “a 
very hard part of the war” between “two 
adversaries that are both pretty evenly 
matched, competence-wise and size-wise 
and equipment-wise,” given the interna-
tional support for Ukraine.

“You just grind, and what you are betting 
is that you have more staying power than 
the adversary does, not just in people but in 
munitions,” he said.

Russian planners “are banking on that 
they will exhaust the Ukrainian manpower 
and resources,” he said, adding in a para-
phrase of the famous Prussian general and 
war theorist Carl von Clausewitz: “In wars 
of exhaustion, don’t become exhausted 
first.”

Mr. Johnson said that Kyiv’s allies’ best 
approach is “to keep them steadily supplied 
with the things they need to fight with,” 
whether that means precision weapons or 
more old-fashioned munitions.

“The biggest killer in the battlefield is 
not Javelins [British shoulder-launched 
missile systems] or Switchblades [highly 
portable, U.S.-made drones with an explod-
ing warhead] and all that other stuff – it’s 
artillery,” Mr. Johnson said.

Reliable casualty figures are difficult to 
obtain, with both sides classifying them as 
state secrets since the all-out invasion 
began on February 24.

Despite significant Russian casualties, a 
senior U.S. defense official quoted by Voice 
of America (VOA) said last month that the 
Russian side “still have a significant amount 
... of their capability left to them.”

Ukrainian officials have suggested that 
at least 30,000 Russian soldiers have died 
in Ukraine.

Mr. Johnson said “we have no idea what 
the real Ukrainian losses are” and 
Ukrainian estimates of enemy casualties 
“are probably inflated.”

He also said Kyiv has been effective at 
“controlling the information campaign.”

“What we know about the war, quite 
frankly, is what the Ukrainians are telling 
us,” Mr. Johnson said.

From the start of the invasion, Russian 
officials have imposed laws and policies to 
effect broad censorship and guard against 
ordinary Russians’ access to reports that 
challenge Kremlin propaganda on the con-
flict, which they insist is a “special military 
operation” rather than an invasion or war.

Despite reports of high casualties, low 
morale, ineffective leadership and poor 
training, Mr. Johnson, a former artillery bat-
talion commander, said he “would never 
underestimate” the Russian Army even if 
“fighting spirit is a huge component of war-
fare.”

“That’s the same kind of army they had 
in World War II that beat the best army in 
the world,” he says of the Red Army victory 
over Hitler’s Nazi forces. “I mean, the 
Russian Army in World War II was cannon 
fodder, led by whatever was available with 
politically correct people running it, and 
they still just ground up the Wehrmacht in 
a number of years and spit them out.”

Mr. Johnson says that Putin, atop an 
increasingly authoritarian government, has 
at least an initial advantage in terms of dis-
tracting the public or declaring even hollow 
victories “because he controls the message” 

Military strategist warns not to ‘underestimate Russia’s might’ despite more commitments from West
by Vazha Tavberidze

RFE/RL

As Russia’s war on Ukraine nears the 
17-week mark, a prominent U.S. military 
scholar and strategist says Moscow seems 
determined to plow troops into Ukraine as 
“cannon fodder” for a brutal campaign that 
has encouraged Kyiv to seek total victory 
and made the West “more and more com-
mitted to a favorable outcome.”

David Johnson, a U.S. Army veteran and 
principal researcher at the RAND 
Corporation think tank who specializes in 
military strategy, innovation and doctrine, 
warns that Russian troops “are slowly 
grinding their way through [the] Donbas” 
in eastern Ukraine with “massive firepower 
[and a] very slow, incremental attrition 
maneuver” that will be “very hard to stop.”

In a recent interview with RFE/RL’s 
Georgian Service, Mr. Johnson says Russia’s 
strategy and tactics have made the provision 
of artillery and other weaponry by Kyiv’s 
allies even more vital to Ukraine’s defenses.

Moscow has repeatedly threatened to 
target supply routes and other sites if some 
kinds of weapons it describes as “red lines” 
– particularly so-called Multiple Launch 
Rocket Systems (MLRS) that can fire bar-
rages hundreds of kilometers – are sup-
plied to Kyiv.

“I think if we sent slingshots to the 
Ukrainians, the Russians would be saying, 
‘Well, they’d better not have big rocks.’ It’s 
just whatever we do, they’re going to have 
some protest against it, because they don’t 
want anything to go there,” Mr. Johnson said.

He said Russian President Vladimir 
Putin’s plans don’t necessarily require pre-

(Continued on page 15)
(Continued on page 5)

(Continued on page 8)
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Ukraine ignores Russia’s Severodonetsk ultimatum as U.S. announces weapons aid
RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service

Kyiv has defied a Moscow ultimatum to 
surrender Severodonetsk despite the 
Russians controlling most of the key east-
ern city as Western defense ministers gath-
er in Brussels to decide on sending more 
heavy weapons to the outgunned and out-
numbered Ukrainian forces.

Russia has told Ukrainian defenders 
holed up in the Azot chemical plant in the 
city to give up their “senseless resistance 
and lay down arms” early on June 15, 
promising a “humanitarian corridor” for 
the civilians sheltering in the plant along 
with the fighters.

The Russian Defense Ministry said in a 
statement that Ukrainian forces prevented 
the civilians from being evacuated. It said 
Russia created the corridor, but “the Kyiv 
authorities cynically scuppered the human-
itarian operation.”

It also accused Ukraine of violating a 
cease-fire it announced in the siege of 
Severodonetsk and using the humanitarian 
operation to redeploy troops. The claims 
could not be verified.

Russia had said it would allow the civil-
ians to leave the plant for territory under 
the control of Moscow-backed separatists 
in eastern Ukraine.

British military intelligence said in its 
daily bulletin on June 15 that several hun-
dred civilians were currently in under-
ground bunkers in the Azot plant together 
with Ukrainian fighters.

The mayor of Severodonetsk, Oleksandr 
Stryuk, said after the early morning dead-
line passed that Russian forces attempted 
to storm the city from several directions 
but were held back by Ukrainian forces.

“We are trying to push the enemy 
towards the city center,” Mr. Stryuk said on 
television. “This is an ongoing situation 
with partial successes and tactical retreats.”

Mr. Stryuk said Ukrainian forces were 
not completely cut off.

“The escape routes are dangerous, but 
there are some,” he said.

Serhiy Hayday, the head of the Luhansk 
region in which Severodonetsk is located, 
said the army was defending the city and 
keeping Russian forces from Lysychansk, 
the twin city on the opposite bank of the 
Siverskiy Donets River.

“Nevertheless, the Russians are close 
and the population is suffering and homes 
are being destroyed,” he said in a post 
online.

The bulletin issued by Britain’s Defense 
Ministry said that it was “highly unlikely” 
Moscow had anticipated such stubborn 
opposition from the Ukrainians during its 
original planning for the invasion.

It added that, in the face of the deter-
mined Ukrainian response, Russia has 
resorted to urban-warfare tactics that rely 
on the heavy use of artillery, causing exten-
sive collateral damage throughout the city.

Fighting for the strategic city has raged 
for weeks as Russia advances in the eastern 
Donbas region. Capturing Severodonetsk – 

the largest city in Luhansk still under 
Ukrainian control – would allow Moscow’s 
forces to advance on Slovyansk and 
Kramatorsk further west.

The United States on June 15 announced 
additional weapons packages for Ukraine 
valued at around $1 billion. U.S. President 
Joe Biden said he informed Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy about the 
assistance in a phone call.

Mr. Zelenskyy has called both for more 
heavy weapons and for more European 
Union sanctions against Russia.

In an address via video link to Czech 
lawmakers on June 15, Mr. Zelenskyy urged 
the European Union to adopt a seventh 
package of punitive measures against 
Moscow for its unprovoked invasion after 
the one agreed last month that will halt the 
majority of imports of Russian oil.

Mr. Zelenskyy said Ukraine was also see-
ing “painful losses” in the Kharkiv region to 
the east of Kyiv, where Russia is trying to 
strengthen its position after being pushed 
back.

Ukrainian Deputy Defense Minister 
Anna Malyar said earlier that Ukraine had 
received just 10 percent of the weapons it 
has requested from the West to help fight 
the Russian invasion.

“No matter how hard Ukraine tries, no 
matter how professional our army is, with-
out the help of Western partners we will 
not be able to win this war,” Ms. Malyar said 
in a televised briefing, saying the West 
should speed up the delivery of the arms.

Western countries have promised to 
send sophisticated weapons, including 
advanced rockets, but deploying them is 
taking time.

Ms. Malyar said there should be “a clear 
time frame” for the deliveries “because 
every day there’s a delay, we’re talking 
about the lives of Ukrainian soldiers and 
civilians.”

Speaking ahead of a June 15 gathering of 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) 
defense ministers in Brussels, alliance chief 
Jens Stoltenberg said there was an “urgent 
need” to send Kyiv more advanced weapon-
ry, but cautioned that familiarizing the 
Ukrainian military with such weapons sys-
tems takes time.

“Ukraine is really in a very critical situa-
tion and, therefore, there’s an urgent need 
to step up,” Mr. Stoltenberg told journalists.

U.S. Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin 
told dozens of defense ministers from the 
Ukraine Defense Contact Group meeting in 
Brussels that the West must step up weap-
ons deliveries and “push ourselves even 
harder to ensure that Ukraine can defend 
itself, its citizens and its territory.”

(With reporting by Reuters, AP, BBC, 
CNN and AFP)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-battle-
bridges-syevyerodonetsk/31897179.html).

All bridges to Severodonetsk ‘destroyed,’ conditions dire for people remaining
RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service

All bridges out of the eastern Ukrainian 
city of Severodonetsk have been destroyed 
and conditions for people remaining in the 
city are “extremely difficult,” the military 
governor for the Luhansk region told RFE/
RL.

“All the bridges have been destroyed, so 
it is impossible to bring anything to the city 
today, unfortunately,” said Serhiy Hayday, 
adding that evacuations were not possible.

Russian forces have destroyed the entire 
infrastructure for gas, water and electricity, 
he said, noting there were also “huge prob-
lems” with medical care.

According to Mr. Hayday, the Russian 
army currently controls 70 percent to 80 
percent of Severodonetsk.

He added on Facebook that Severodo-
netsk was not blocked, and there is com-
munication with the city.

The Ukrainian military said that its forc-
es were pushed back from the center of 
Severodonetsk, the Donbas city that has 
seen ferocious battles as Ukrainian and 
Russian forces fight for control.

Eduard Basurin, a senior separatist fig-
ure, said on June 13 that Severodonetsk 
had been “de facto” blocked off after 
Russian forces blew up the “last” bridge 
connecting it to Lysychansk.

Ukraine’s General Staff said earlier that 
Russia troops had gained a foothold in the 
village of Bohorodychne, a village about 50 
kilometers west of Severodonetsk.

Taking Bohorodychne puts Russian forc-
es in good position to attack Slovyansk, a 
bigger, more important town.

According to Mr. Basurin, Moscow-
backed forces have begun an offensive on 
Slovyansk.

Mr. Hayday commented earlier about 
the situation at the Azot nitrogen chemical 
plant in Severodonetsk, where hundreds of 
civilians have reportedly taken refuge, say-
ing it was being “heavily shelled.”

Moscow-backed separatist fighters said 
over the weekend that they had surround-
ed the plant and claimed that Ukrainian 
defenders were trapped there.

The claims could not be independently 
confirmed.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelens-
kyy said in his nightly video address on 
June 13 that the battle for Severodo netsk 
was taking a “terrifying” toll.

“The human cost of this battle is very 
high for us. It is simply terrifying,” Mr. 
Zelenskyy said.

He told Ukrainians on June 12 that 
Russia’s “key tactical goal” had not changed.

“They are pressing in Severodonetsk, 
severe fighting is ongoing there – literally 
for every meter,” Mr. Zelenskyy said, adding 
that Russia’s military was trying to pour 
reserves into the Donbas.

Mr. Zelenskyy said Russia was deploying 
undertrained troops and using its young 
men as “cannon fodder” in the “very fierce” 
battle.

“Every meter of Ukrainian land there is 
covered in blood – but not only ours, also 
the occupier’s,” Mr. Zelenskyy said.

The British Defense Ministry said in its 
daily intelligence bulletin on June 13 that in 
the coming months, river crossing opera-
tions “are likely to be amongst the most 
important determining factors in the 
course of the war.”

The British intelligence said Russia had 
so far struggled to demonstrate the “com-
plex coordination necessary to conduct 
successful, large-scale river crossings 
under fire.”

Despite the increasingly difficult situa-
tion, Mr. Zelenskyy remained defiant, say-
ing that Ukrainian forces have prevented 
Russian troops from quickly overrunning 
eastern Ukraine.

“Remember how in Russia, in the begin-
ning of May, they hoped to seize all of the 
Donbas?” Mr. Zelenskyy said. “It’s already 
the 108th day of the war, already June. 

Donbas is holding on.”
Severodonetsk has been the focal 

point of recent fighting that Kyiv has said 
could determine the outcome of the war, 
which began on February 24 with 
Russia’s unprovoked, full-scale invasion 
of Ukraine.

The city itself has been all but turned 
into rubble by the Russian forces’ shelling, 
with the situation resembling conditions 
seen at the southern port of Mariupol, 
which fell to Russian forces after a long, 
bloody battle last month.

In the western region of Ternopil, at 
least 22 people were wounded when four 
Russian cruise missiles hit a military instal-
lation and some residential buildings, the 
regional governor said on June 12.

Mykhaylo Podolyak, a top adviser to Mr. 
Zelenskyy, meanwhile, made a plea for 
thousands of heavy weapons and equip-
ment to achieve parity with Russia at the 
front and end the war.

“Being straightforward – to end the war 
we need heavy weapons parity,” he said on 
Twitter. He listed 1,000 howitzers, 300 
multiple launch rocket systems, 500 tanks, 
2,000 armored vehicles and 1,000 drones 
as the items Ukraine needs desperately.

“Contact Group of Defense Ministers 

meeting is held in #Brussels on June 15. 
We are waiting for a decision,” he said.

In his nightly video address to Ukrainians, 
Mr. Zelenskyy renewed his call for Western 
countries to speed deliveries of weapons.

Ukrainian troops “are doing everything 
to stop the offensive, as much as they possi-
bly can, as long as there are enough heavy 
weapons, modern artillery – all that we 
have asked for and continue to ask for from 
our partners,” he said.

Mr. Zelenskyy asserted that Russia want-
ed to destroy every city in the Donbas, the 
eastern Ukrainian region that includes the 
Donetsk and Luhansk regions.

“Every city, that’s not an exaggeration,” 
he said. “All of these ruins of once-happy 
cities, the black traces of fires, the craters 
from explosions – this is all that Russia can 
give to its neighbors, to Europe, to the 
world.”

(With reporting by Reuters, AP, AFP, and 
RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-syevyero-
donetsk-fighting-russia/31894470.html).

its allies and partners. Nevertheless, we are 
stronger and more united than ever. The 
Kremlin thought it would undermine or 
even overthrow the Ukrainian government, 
but [Ukrainian] President [Volody myr] 
Zelenskyy and the democratically elected 
government of Ukraine stand strong. 
Russia’s forces lost the battle for Kyiv and 
continue a slow and grinding offensive in 
Ukraine’s east and south, held back by 
Ukraine’s resolute and valiant defenders.

U.S. security assistance and that of more 
than 40 allies and partners continue to 
strengthen Ukraine’s position to defend its 
independence, sovereignty and territorial 
integrity, secure victories on the battlefield 
and ultimately strengthen Ukraine’s position 
at the negotiating table. We have imposed 
powerful sanctions on Russia, bolstered [the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization’s] NATO’s 
deterrence and defense on the eastern flank 
and provided historic levels of military and 
other assistance to Ukraine as it has bravely 
defended its territory and its freedom.

Our resolve is unwavering.  We stand 
united with Ukraine.

(Continued from page 4)
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The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) on June 16 
released the organization’s annual Global Trends Report in which it said that 89.3 
million individuals worldwide were forcibly displaced in 2021 as a result of persecu-
tion, conflict, violence, human rights violations or events seriously disturbing public 
order. Of course, a significant portion of the nearly 90 million people who have been 
forcibly displaced were Ukrainians fleeing the war wrought on them by Russian 
President Vladimir Putin.

The UNHCR report said that Russia’s full-scale war on Ukraine was responsible 
for causing one of the largest and fastest forced displacement crises since World War 
II. Taken with “other emergencies” in other parts of the world, the figure has reached 
the milestone of 100 million people who have been forcibly displaced during 2022.

“Every year of the last decade, the numbers have climbed,” United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees Filippo Grandi said. “What comes next is in our hands. 
We either take action to address this human despair and find lasting solutions, or we 
keep sprinting toward terrible new landmarks.”

The report also shed light on the total number of Ukrainians who have been dis-
placed within their country since the full-scale war began on February 24. The 
UNHCR put the number at 7.1 million people who have been internally displaced, 
while more than 6 million have been forced to flee their country entirely, meaning 
that the total number of Ukrainians who have been forced to flee their homes as a 
result of the war is now more than 13 million people.

Meanwhile, Ukraine said Russia has been stealing grain from the country. The 
deputy head of the country’s agricultural producer’s union said that Russia has sto-
len about 600,000 tons of grain from the occupied territories of the country and 
exported some of it. Even the U.S. agriculture secretary, Tom Vilsack, weighed in on 
the issue. Speaking with reporters at the United Nations in New York on June 16, Mr. 
Vilsack said the situation was “serious,” adding that food should not be used “as a 
weapon.”  The U.S. satellite company Maxar Technologies also noted that it had imag-
es showing a Russian ship being loaded with Ukrainian grain in Sevastopol on June 
12. It also said the same ship could be seen days later on satellite images docked in 
Syria with hatches open and a series of trucks lined up seemingly ready to cart the 
grain away, indicating that Russia was moving grain stolen from Ukraine to Syria.

For his part, Mr. Vilsack said Russia must rapidly open the naval ports in Ukraine 
so that millions of tons of grain from the country could be legally exported to coun-
tries which desperately need the food, but we have little hope that Russia will com-
ply. Between forcibly pushing more than 13 million people from the country, stealing 
millions of tons of Ukrainian grain and indiscriminately bombing, shooting or tortur-
ing an untold number of people in the country, the list of atrocities being committed 
by Russia in Ukraine is growing longer by the day. It is beyond comprehension to 
know that the Western world has the power to stop Putin, but it simply lacks the 
moral courage to take action in a meaningful way.

The Ukrainian Weekly

Thirty-five years ago, on June 21, 1987, some 600 people 
attended the dedication of a monument in tribute to the life and 
works of the late Ukrainian Catholic Patriarch and Cardinal Josyf 
Slipyj that was unveiled at the Soyuzivka Heritage Center in 
Kerhonkson, N.Y.

Present at the ceremonies were clergy and seminary students, 
as well as executives of the Ukrainian National Association.

The late patriarch, who was a Soviet political prisoner, was elevated to the rank of car-
dinal on February 21, 1965, at St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome by Pope Paul VI. Patriarch Slipyj 
died on September 7, 1984.

Bishop Basil Losten of Stamford, Conn., who officiated the blessing of the monument, 
said, “Today, on this fine Sunday, we have gathered here at Soyuzivka on a plot of free earth 
in order to unveil a monument – a bust of His Eminence Josyf Slipyj, major archbishop of 
the Ukrainian Catholic Church, the spiritual father and leader of Ukrainian Catholics 
throughout the world. May everyone remember the life of this great man of faith and 
knowledge – a life full of hardship and sacrifices because of his love of God and the Church 
and the Ukrainian nation. Let this monument inspire all Ukrainians to imitate his life and 
mission forever.”

Dr. John O. Flis, supreme president of the UNA, welcomed the guests to Soyuzivka for the 
event and noted the footsteps of Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky that were followed by 
Patriarch Slipyj, who “chose the way of martyrdom for the fight for the rights and freedom 
of the Ukrainian Catholic Church and the entire Ukrainian nation.” “… He invoked in us all 
the belief in the eventual victory of good over evil, the victory of our Church and our nation. 
He led our Ukrainian Catholic Church to new heights, speaking before bishops’ sobors and 
representing the Ukrainian religious community at various forums in the free world.”

Alexander Pryshlak, chairman of the Ukrainian Patriarchal Society in the United States, 
and Dr. Vasyl Markus, head of the Society of Brotherhoods and Sisterhoods of the 
Ukrainian Patriarchal Society in the U.S., expressed their joy at the monument finding a 
permanent home at Soyuzivka and added their hope that the life of the patriarch would 
serve as an example to all.

The day’s festivities continued with a concert at the Veselka Hall, featuring the Dunai 
dance group from St. Catharines, Ontario, and soprano Laryssa Magun-Huryn. Singers 
from the Dumka Vocal Ensemble of New York entertained guests on June 20 to kick off the 
weekend’s schedule of events.

Source: “Monument to Patriarch Josyf Slipyj dedicated,” by Natalia A. Feduschak, The 
Ukrainian Weekly, June 28, 1987.
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Turning the pages back...

The West must find  
its moral courage
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OpiniOns

Romanian President Klaus Iohannis.
Mr. Scholz said he supports granting EU 

candidate status for Moldova, as well as 
Ukraine.

Mr. Zelenskyy has called on the 
European Union to offer his nation mem-
bership in the bloc through a shortened 
procedure, saying it would be a “powerful 
response” to Russia’s unprovoked invasion 
of his country.

The bloc’s leaders are set to discuss the 
matter in Brussels on June 23-24.

Speaking at the news conference, Mr. 
Zelenskyy said Russia’s invasion amounted 
to aggression against all of Europe and that 
the more weapons Ukraine receives from 
the West, the faster it will be able to liber-
ate its occupied land.

The Ukrainian leader said he had dis-
cussed further sanctions against Russia 
and postwar reconstruction at the talks.

Ukraine has criticized France, Germany 
and, to a lesser extent, Italy, for alleged hes-
itations in their support for Kyiv, accusing 
them of being slow to deliver weapons.

The European leaders’ visit comes a day 
before the European Commission is slated 
to release its assessment of Ukraine’s 
application for European Union member-
ship.

The four leaders, who traveled to Kyiv 
by train, earlier walked through the ruins 
of the Kyiv suburb of Irpin, the scene of 
heavy fighting at the start of the invasion.

Russian troops have been accused of 
committing war crimes in Irpin.

“Irpin, like Bucha, has become a symbol 
of the unimaginable cruelty of the Russian 
war, of senseless violence,” Mr. Scholz said 
on Twitter. “The brutal destruction of this 
city is a warning: this war must end.”

Mr. Draghi, surrounded by the wreck-
age, said: “They destroyed kindergartens, 
they destroyed playgrounds. Everything 
will be rebuilt,” he promised. “We will 
rebuild everything.”

In reaction to the EU leaders’ visit, 
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov 
warned against new Western weapons 
supplies to Ukraine.

“I would like to hope that the leaders of 
these three states and the president of 
Romania will not only focus on supporting 
Ukraine by further pumping Ukraine with 
weapons,” Mr. Peskov told reporters.

On the battlefield, the head of Ukraine’s 
military said Russia had concentrated its 
main strike forces in the north of the 
Luhansk region and that they were trying 
to attack simultaneously in nine directions.

“The fierce struggle for Luhansk region 
continues,” Valeriy Zaluzhnyi, commander-
in-chief of the armed forces, said in an 
online message. The Russians were using 
aircraft, rocket-propelled grenades, and 
artillery, Mr. Zaluzhnyi added.

Fighting for Severodonetsk has raged 
for weeks as Russia advances in the 
Donbas region. Capturing Severodonetsk – 
the largest city in Luhansk still under 
Ukrainian control – would allow Moscow’s 
forces to advance on Slovyansk and 
Kramatorsk further west.

The British Defense Ministry said in its 

daily intelligence bulletin early on June 16 
that, while the situation continues to be 
extremely difficult for the defenders of 
Severodonetsk, Ukraine has probably man-
aged to withdraw a large proportion of its 
combat troops who were originally holding 
the town.

The British intelligence also pointed to 
the likely difficulties Russia has in replen-
ishing its troops fallen on the battleground.

“As claimed by the Ukrainian authori-
ties, some Russian Battalion Tactical 
Groups (BTGs) – typically established at 
around 600 to 800 personnel – have been 
able to muster as few as 30 soldiers,” the 
bulletin said.

It added that Moscow’s advantage in 
numbers of tanks and artillery becomes 
less relevant in the urban-warfare environ-
ment, slowing the Russian forces’ advance.

U.S. Gen. Mark Milley, chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, said on June 15 that, 
despite Russian forces outnumbering and 
outgunning the Ukrainian forces in the 
Donbas region, Russian consolidation of 
their control in eastern Ukraine was “not a 
done deal.”

Mr. Milley, quoted by CNN, said “the 
numbers clearly favor the Russians.” But he 
added, “There are no inevitabilities in war. 
War takes many, many turns. So, I wouldn’t 
say it’s an inevitability.”

The United Nations has warned that 
some 12,000 civilians remain trapped in 
Severodonetsk with essential supplies run-
ning out, and many of them are sheltering 
in bunkers beneath the city’s Azot chemi-
cal plant.

“The lack of water and sanitation is a big 
worry. It’s a huge concern for us because 
people cannot survive for long without 
water,” U.N. Humanitarian Affairs office 
spokesman Saviano Abreu told the BBC, 
adding that food and medical supplies 
were also running out in the city.

Russia had told Ukrainian defenders 
holed up in the Azot chemical plant in the 
city to give up their “senseless resistance 
and lay down arms” early on June 15, 
promising a humanitarian corridor for the 
civilians sheltering in the plant together 
with the fighters.

Kyiv has ignored the ultimatum.
The United States on June 15 announced 

additional weapons packages for Ukraine 
valued at around $1 billion.

U.S. President Joe Biden said he 
informed Mr. Zelenskyy about the assis-
tance in a phone call.

The weapons packages include 18 how-
itzers, 36,000 rounds of ammunition for 
them, two Harpoon coastal defense sys-
tems, artillery rockets, secure radios, thou-
sands of night-vision devices and funding 
for training, the Pentagon said.

Mr. Zelenskyy has called both for more 
heavy weapons and further EU sanctions 
against Russia.

(With reporting by Reuters, AP, BBC, 
CNN and AFP)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/stoltenberg-
agrees-ukraine-needs-more-heavy-weap-
ons/31898875.html).

(Continued from page 1)
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by Hlib Parfonov
Eurasia Daily Monitor

After the start of the 2022 war, in which 
the Russian Federation initially deployed 
about 180,000 soldiers and approximately 
120 battalion tactical groups (BTGs) against 
Ukraine, the Russian military quickly began to 
experience significant problems with logistics 
and personnel. The true size and structure of 
the invading army is not known for certain, 
but captured documents and testimonies 
from interrogated Russian soldiers indicate 
that the staffing of BTGs in the Russian 
Armed Forces faced noticeable problems 
from the beginning (Gur.gov.ua, March 23).

Such issues raise questions about 
Russia’s capacity to conduct full-scale war 
while relying on its mobilization reserve 
system. Until mid-spring, the war was 
fought exclusively by regular Russian mili-
tary units. But then, covert mobilization 
began in Russia, which apparently ran at 
least from late March to early April. 
Evidence of this emerged in the form of 
published obituaries of soldiers, aged 40 
and older, who had signed short-term ser-
vice contracts, as well as the authorities’ 
intensified promotion of these contracts 
among the rural population of Russia 
(Paperpaper.ru, May 23).

Such a quasi-furtive method of raising 
manpower, of course, has pros and cons. Its 
main advantage is that it frees the Kremlin 
from having to publicly announce that a 
general mobilization is underway, thus 
avoiding potentially negative political con-
sequences for such a step. Another benefit is 
that soldiers and officers can be commis-
sioned gradually, preventing the over-taxing 
of the mobilization system. Conversely, this 
approach only allows the Russian military 
to partially replace its battlefield losses, 
while depriving it of a ready reserve force.

Meanwhile, the official Special Combat 
Army Reserve (Boevoy Armeyskiy Rezerv 
Strany – BARS) system is experiencing 
almost identical challenges due to low 
recruitment rates and commanding officers’ 
overreliance on BARS reservists, who have 
been sent to the front lines since the first days 
of the war. As a result, Moscow has resorted 
to conscripting individuals with criminal 
records (T.me/mozhemobyasnit, May 29) 
as well as removing legal restrictions on 
mobilization in places such as Dagestan 
(see Eurasia Daily Monitor, April 19).

Politics is not all that prevents full or 
partial mobilization. After the collapse of 
the Soviet Union, the Russian military cur-
tailed its mobilization capabilities and 
placed much of its weapons and equipment 
into storage. The apogee of these reduc-
tions was the reforms adopted by then-
defense minister Anatoly Serdyukov in 
2008-2010, when the number of officers in 
the Armed Forces was reduced from 
355,000 to 150,000, primarily amongst 
officers of the cadre units (“skeleton” units 
that would be filled in with mobilized per-
sonnel during war time) (Vpk-news.ru, 
February 10, 2010).

Initially, it was assumed that, in the case 
of war, the weapons and equipment at 
these storage bases could be deployed 
among 15 combat brigades. However, the 
personnel at these storage bases play no 
role in training and forming such forma-
tions (Niss.gov.ua, February 28, 2011). 
Thus, there are doubts about their deploy-
ment due to a lack of regular officers to 
coordinate and take command of these 
newly stood up combat structures.

A question also arises regarding the 
training of those mobilized. Over the past 
15 years, the Russian Ministry of Defense 
had tried to create a reserve of 80,000-

100,000 soldiers. But it failed due to insuffi-
cient funding, limited organizational 
resources and seemingly low motivation 
among the commanders tasked with insti-
tuting this objective. As a result, the total 
number of people in Russia who could be 
considered full-strength reservists ranges 
from 4,000 to 5,000 people.

In 2021, Moscow attempted to establish 
a system of BARS contract reservists. For 
example, in the Southern Military District, 
there was a plan to create a reserve of 
38,000, but only a little more than 1,000 
individuals were recruited. Similarly, in the 
city of Novokuznetsk, the local commissari-
at planned to receive 250 reservists under 
contract, but only 20 people signed up 
(Admnkz.info, accessed June 14).

Fewer than 10 percent of Russian 
recruits undergo any retraining within five 
years of completing their regular military 
service. This means that the vast majority of 
former conscripts in the Russian Federation 
have not had the opportunity to exercise 
their skills for years or even decades. As a 
result, they have no sustained experience 
handling weapons or military equipment, as 
a Russian officer told this author in an inter-
view conducted on May 21.

Despite maintaining a similar brigade 
structure to Russia’s, the Armed Forces of 
Ukraine (AFU) experienced a noticeably 
different outcome. Until 2014, each AFU 
brigade had, at best, one battalion that 
would be at full strength (YouTube, 
December 31, 2020). But following the 
summer-winter Donbas military campaign 
of 2014–2015, the AFU adopted reforms to 
address this shortcoming; in addition to 
creating full-strength brigades in the regu-
lar army, cadre brigades were formed as 
part of the reserve corps. In effect, for its 
reserve units, Ukraine emulated the Soviet 
military personnel system, maintaining 
only 5 percent of the staff of a full-strength 
brigade during peace time.

In 2021, a new reserve law further 
streamlined and improved the process of 
filling and deploying a reserve force, includ-
ing by removing legal obstacles to calling up 
reserves in crisis situations, creating new 
reservist types for responding to military 
challenges short of war, as well as putting in 
place an automated accounting system for 
personnel (see EDM, May 10, 2021). 
Thanks to having reservists of various cate-
gories, including many thousands with 
recent combat experience in the Donbas, 
the AFU were able to mobilize almost all 
reserve brigades in the first month of the 
current war, coordinate them and send 
them into battle (Author’s interview with 
Ukrainian Ground Forces officer, May 30).

Territorial defense formations (devel-
oped in the last several years – see EDM, 
February 23, 2021, and December 1, 2021), 
a working reserve corps and, in general, a 
combination of Soviet and Western mobili-
zation systems allowed the Armed Forces 
of Ukraine not only to accumulate all the 
primary reserves the country possessed 
immediately when the war broke out, but 
also to provide a foundation for training 
these newly stood up brigades from 
scratch. In contrast, by delaying the possi-
bility of declaring general mobilization, 
Russia lost much-needed time to reconsti-
tute its units fighting and daily losing per-
sonnel on the front lines. As a result, by the 
beginning of this autumn, the Russian lead-
ership will likely face a difficult choice 
regarding continuing its war.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

Colossus with feet of clay
 NEWS ANALYSIS

Less than 24 hours after Russian 
President Vladimir Putin launched his full-
scale war on Ukraine on February 24, for-
mer President Donald Trump hailed his 
KGB comrade as a genius: “He’s taken over 
a country for $2 worth of sanctions. … real-
ly a vast, vast location, a great piece of land 
with a lot of people, and just walking right 
in.” Mr. Trump actually said that, as seen in 
a video posted on Twitter.

With the current Russian invasion now 
well into its second 100 days and fourth 
month (Ukraine has been at war with 
Russia in the east of the country since 
2014), allow me to offer my assessment of 
what the Kremlin “genius” has actually 
accomplished.

Let’s start with the obvious that it’s 
never good for a country’s leader to be 
compared to Adolph Hitler. And yet, in the 
irony of ironies, Putin, who launched his 
war ostensibly to “de-Nazify” Ukraine, is 
now routinely condemned as the Ur-Nazi of 
our generation. He’s also compared to 
other mass murderers and war criminals. 
Early in June, French political commentator 
Bernard-Henri Levy in “Le Point” con-
demned Stalin for “perpetrating the 
Holodomor” while accusing Putin of 
fomenting a “Holodomor” in Africa nearly 
100 years later by blockading Ukrainian 
wheat shipments from Odesa and else-
where on the Black and Azov seas.

As for Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy, who has been accused by Putin 
of being a “fascist,” he’s routinely compared 
to Winston Churchill who famously rallied 
his nation against Nazi Germany. Now 80 
years later, Ukraine’s president has been 
enthusiastically feted by the U.S. Congress, 
parliaments around the world and the 
Cannes Film Festival. He even won “Time” 
magazine’s readers’ poll as the most influ-
ential person in the world. Surely, that’s not 
what Putin intended. But that’s what he 
made happen.

And so, Mr. Trump, himself a self-pro-
claimed “genius,” was widely off the mark 
when he predicted Putin would “just walk 
right in” and take over Ukraine. In a humili-
ation of historic proportions, Russian sol-
diers packed dress uniforms for what was 
supposed to be a victory parade down 
Kyiv’s Khreschatyk Boulevard just days into 
the invasion. According to U.S. intelligence, 
the plan was to take Hostomel military air-
port outside of Kyiv in a lighting strike to be 
followed by troops flown in to decapitate 
Ukraine’s leadership and install a puppet 
government.  That didn’t happen, neither 
did Putin’s triumphant speech on Kyiv’s 
Independence Square.

What Putin failed to anticipate was the 
overwhelming resolve of the Ukrainian 
people to defend their freedom and inde-
pendence and the courageous leadership of 
Mr. Zelenskyy, as well as the close coordina-
tion of U.S. intelligence with Ukraine’s mili-
tary. Members of the U.S. intelligence com-
munity advised Ukraine in real time of 
Russia’s plans, thereby enabling them to 
keep the airport in Ukrainian control while 
forcing Putin’s invaders into a 40-mile col-
umn where tanks, armored personnel car-
riers, supply trucks, helicopters and other 
aircraft became sitting ducks for 

U.S.-supplied anti-tank Javelin and anti-air-
craft Stinger missiles.

Russian troops, unable to get provisions 
from their incompetent logistics supply 
routes, were reduced to looting grocery 
stores and the food pantries of ordinary 
Ukrainians. And that’s not all: according to 
reports, young soldiers from impoverished 
Siberian villages were astonished to see 
indoor toilets for the first time and villages 
with paved roads. Their response? Murder, 
rape and steal. They stole television sets, 
washing machines and gold jewelry that 
was sent back to Russia. Imagine how 
many villages could have had indoor 
plumbing and sewer disposal if Putin had 
invested in his own people instead of mis-
siles for a crackpot dream to restore the 
Russian empire by military force. What a 
genius!

A major Putin objective was to weaken 
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO). And yet, under U.S. President Joe 
Biden’s leadership, the exact opposite has 
happened.  The Alliance and the European 
Union have been united and firm in their 
support for Ukraine, shipping weapons to 
the country’s military, welcoming millions 
of refugees fleeing the country, imposing 
crippling sanctions on Moscow and provid-
ing humanitarian aid where needed. Now 
Sweden and Finland want to join NATO, 
which will extend its border with Russia for 
close to 1,000 miles. Some genius!

The world (with some prominent excep-
tions, such as China and India) has been 
overwhelmingly generous toward embat-
tled Ukraine. The U.S. Congress approved 
tens of billions of dollars in aid, with the 
United Kingdom, Germany, Japan, Australia 
and others following suit. Above all, Poland 
and the three Baltic states have been tre-
mendous allies of Ukraine. What is particu-
larly inspiring is how millions of ordinary 
citizens have rallied toward Ukraine. In my 
hometown, Cleveland, the Maidan 
Association has spent nearly $1 million to 
collect and ship more than 150 tons of 
humanitarian aid and provide financial 
assistance to Ukraine. And then there’s the 
work being done by the Fund to Aid 
Ukraine, administered by the United 
Ukrainian Organizations of Ohio, and local 
churches are also doing their part. Other 
organizations also doing significant work to 
help Ukraine include Plast Ukrainian 
Scouting Organization; the Ukrainian Youth 
Association; the non-profit organization 
Global Cleveland; Catholic Charities; the 
Lithuanian, Jewish and other diaspora com-
munities; the Cleveland Museum of Art; the 
Cleveland Orchestra; Apollo’s Fire; Forest 
City Brewery and many more. That effort is 
replicated on five continents by Ukrainians 
and our many, many friends.

With the exception of Tucker Carlson 
and few others at Fox News, U.S. media cov-
erage of Putin’s war of aggression has been 
overwhelmingly positive toward Ukraine. 
So has been the response of global organi-
zations, such as the Metropolitan Opera; 
FIFA, which hosts soccer’s World Cup; the 
International Olympic Committee; the All 
England Lawn Tennis and Croquet Club, 
which hosts the Wimbledon Champion-
ships. Many other organizations have 
banned Russians from participating in their 

Putin, a genius?

Andrew Fedynsky’s e-mail address is  
afedynsky@gmail.com.

  by Andrew Fedynsky

(Continued on page 12)
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Delegation meets with Delaware Sen. Thomas Carper to push for increased Ukraine support
by Mark Murowany

WILMINGTON, Del. – A delegation of 
Ukrainian community activists from 
Delaware and the Philadelphia area met 
with U.S. Sen. Thomas Carper (D-Del.), who 
as a former U.S. Representative and 
Delaware governor has had a considerable 
history of working on Ukrainian issues. The 
meeting was warm and open since many of 
the participants had known the senator for 
many years.

The delegation was comprised of clergy 
members, including Father Volodomyr 
Klanitchka, pastor of St. Nicholas Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in Wilmington, Del., and 
the Very Rev. Stephen Hutnik, pastor of Ss. 
Peter and Paul Ukrainian Orthodox Church 
in Wilmington, Del. The Ukrainian 
American delegation also included Ulana 
Mazurkevich, president of the Ukrainian 
H u m a n  R i gh t s  C o m m i t te e ;  J o h n 
Chryzanowski, president of the Delaware 
Polish American Council; and Paul Calistro 
and Mark Murowany, both members of the 
Committee for Ukrainian Refugees. Mr. 
Murowany helped coordinate the meeting 
with the senator’s office.

At this important meeting with Mr. 

Carper, several key topics were discussed. 
One issue in particular was the group’s 
interest in the issue of Ukrainian refugees, 
who have fled Ukraine after Russian 
President Vladimir Putin launched a full-
scale war on Ukraine on February 24. The 
participants discussed the process of get-
ting refugees into the United States.

Meeting participants voiced concern 
regarding consular issues in the nations 

accepting refugees, particularly Poland. 
They said that the decision by the adminis-
tration of U.S. President Joe Biden to accept 
100,000 refugees from Ukraine was a 
“good starting number,” but they urged the 
senator to push the U.S. to admit more refu-
gees into the country. The program, called 
“Uniting for Ukraine,” is a streamlined pro-
cess for Ukrainians displaced by Russia’s 
war of aggression to apply for “humanitari-

an parole” in the United States.
To be eligible for the program, 

“Ukrainians must have been residents in 
Ukraine as of February 11, have a sponsor 
in the United States, complete vaccinations 
and other public health requirements and 
pass rigorous biometric and biographic 
screening and vetting security checks,” the 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
wrote in a statement announcing the pro-
gram. “Ukrainians approved via this pro-
cess will be authorized to travel to the 
United States and be considered for parole, 
on a case-by-case basis, for a period of up to 
two years. Once paroled through this pro-
cess, Ukrainians will be eligible for work 
authorization.”

In response to participants’ insistence 
that the U.S. increase both military and 
humanitarian aid to Ukraine, Mr. Carper 
underscored Congressional bipartisan sup-
port for Ukraine. He emphasized that 
Ukrainian Americans should continue to 
voice their community’s concerns to their 
Congressional representatives.

The group expressed their belief that the 
war will continue and they asked that the 

U.S. Sen. Tom Carper (third from the right) met with a delegation of Ukrainian 
Americans, among them (from left to right) John Cheyzanowaki, Paul Calistro, Mark 

Murowany, Ulana Mazurkevich, Volodomyr Klamitchka and Stephen Hutnik.

Courtesy of the office of Sen. Tom Carper

And to the south, in the Kherson region 
north of occupied Crimea, there are mixed 
reports about whether a Ukrainian coun-
teroffensive has achieved anything signifi-
cant.

Ukrainian forces were engaged in heavy 
fighting with Russian forces on June 13 to 
the northwest of Kherson, near Davydiv 
Brid, according to Ukrainian commanders.

“The enemy continues to fight, but our 
units are gradually forcing [them] to vacate 
positions and test the strength of the sec-
ond and third lines of defense, and retreat 
further in some cases,” Ukraine’s southern 
command said in a statement.

With the current tempo of operations, 
Ukrainian officials are scraping to simply 
find the bullets and shells to load their 
guns. Most of the ammunition it needs is 
for Soviet-era designs, which the West has 

a dwindling supply of and does not manu-
facture – unlike Russia.

“The United States has literally been 
scouring the world to find Soviet-standard 
ammunition to give to the Ukrainians,” 
Mark Cancian, a retired U.S. Marine colonel 
and a senior adviser at the Center for 
Strategic and International Studies, told 
RFE/RL earlier this month. “And my suspi-
cion is that we’re running out of places that 
will sell us that kind of ammunition.”

Ukraine is also begging for more 
Western weaponry beyond the materiel 
that has poured into the country, even 
before the February 24 invasion.

The single largest supplier is the United 
States, which says it’s provided around $4.6 
billion since the invasion, including thou-
sands of anti-tank and anti-aircraft mis-
siles, drones and ammunition.

‘Mutual exhaustion’

More recently, the weaponry has 
become heavier, more powerful and more 

capable at hitting Russian targets from 
longer distances, including North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization (NATO) standard 
155-mm artillery systems like the French-
built CAESAR and Polish-built KRAB self-
propelled howitzers, as well as Soviet-
built T-72 tanks.

The United States and Britain are cur-
rently shipping several types of multiple-
launch rocket systems, including with 
high-precision ammunition.

But for the moment, Washington is 
only sending four high-mobility artillery 
rocket systems (HIMARS), which means 
their ability to significantly shift the tide 
of battle could be limited.

However, they have yet to arrive.
Mr. Boston says the Russian progress is 

slow, and that its rate of fire for artillery 
shells and rockets is not sustainable.

“There are tactical victories [for Russia] 
on the horizon, but I don’t see a path to an 
overall strategic victory,” said Mr. Boston, 
n ow  a n  a n a lys t  w i t h  t h e  Ra n d 

Corporation, an influential U.S. think tank 
funded in part by the U.S. military.

“I think what we’re headed for is mutu-
al exhaustion. Anything Russia tries to do, 
inflicting more losses on Ukrainian forces, 
that will be a very expensive endeavor,” he 
said.

“Broadly speaking, Ukraine has a 
chance, but this chance is connected with 
weapons” from the West, Mr. Samus told 
RFE/RL. “If we have weapons, we will 
have the chance to ‘de-occupy’ some of 
the territories held by Russia, to what 
they were before February 24.

“And if that happens, it means Putin 
will have problems,” he said. “Big prob-
lems.”

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-losing-
winning-war/31899910.html).

(Continued from page 4)
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Scholars appeal to German Bundestag to recognize Holodomor as genocide
by Victoria Malko

ESSEN, Germany – Rolf Fliss, the mayor of 
Essen, Germany, hosted an international con-
ference, titled “Genocide of the Ukrainians: 
From Past to Present,” on June 10.

The international conference was held in 
a hybrid format to allow scholars to join 
from Canada, Ukraine and the United 
States.

Conference presentations focused on the 
legal aspects and historical antecedents of 
the ongoing genocide being perpetrated by 
Russia against Ukraine. Participants also 
compared the policies of Soviet leader Josef 
Stalin and Russian President Vladimir Putin 
toward Ukraine.

The Ukrainian legal scholar Volodymyr 
Vasylenko, U.S. federal Judge Bohdan Futey, 
American lawyer Askold Lozynskyj and 
Canadian historian Roman Serbyn dis-
cussed the definition of the Holodomor as 
genocide in light of the U.N. Convention on 
the Prevention and Punishment of the 
Crime of Genocide and other court cases.

They focusing on the intent to commit 
genocide, and they compared Stalin’s 
Holodomor of 1932-1933 and Putin’s geno-
cidal acts committed in Ukraine since Russia 
launched its full-scale war on Febraury 24. 
Conference participants offered a compre-
hensive approach to the topic in order to 
broaden the conceptualization of genocide 
as defined by Raphael Lemkin.

Historian Vasyl Marochko brought atten-
tion to the role of German diplomats as 
observers of the Holodomor, whereas 
Dmytro Zlepko focused on journalistic 
accounts published in German newspapers 
in the 1930s.

Criminologist Valerii Shepitko stressed 
the important role criminal investigators 
play in gathering evidence about genocidal 
acts committed during Russia’s war of 
aggression, while historian Volodymyr 
Serhiichuk presented documents from 
Ukrainian archives that provide deeper 
insight into estimates of Holodomor losses.

Historian Petro Cherneha spoke about 
the system of terror used by the Russian 
communist regime, which sought to erase 
Ukrainian national identity in the 1920s 

and 1930s. Dissident Semen Gluzman 
described the psychological effects of the 
Holodomor on victims as well as perpetra-
tors. The German Slavist Gerhard Simon 
analyzed how the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine set up conditions for perpetrating 
genocidal violence. 

The director of the Holodomor Research 
Institute, Svitlana Markova, analyzed the 
Holodomor as an instrument of the inhu-
mane ideology of the totalitarian Soviet 
system, as well as current Russian regimes. 
Historian Anna Kapustian presented the 
oral history of the Holodomor based on 
interviews conducted by her university stu-
dents with Holodomor survivors.

The director of the National Holodomor 
Genocide Museum, Olesia Stasiuk, empha-
sized the need to learn the lessons of the 
past and to hold the perpetrators account-
able. Historian Victoria Malko analyzed 
denial strategies as part of Russia’s hybrid 
war against Ukraine. She challenged the 
legal definition of the Holodomor as geno-
cide by reinterpreting the genocide perpe-
trated against the Ukrainian nation as a 
famine that occurred throughout all of the 
Soviet Union, which covered up the extent 
of demographic losses.

Finally, Eugene Czolij, former president 
of the Ukrainian World Congress, reflected 
on the role of the international community 
and prosecution as a means of genocide 
prevention.    

Conference participants came to the 
conclusion that the Russian war of aggres-
sion against Ukraine, which created condi-
tions for perpetrating genocidal violence in 
the country, is a direct consequence of 
Holodomor denial.

Conference participants adopted a reso-
lution, calling on the German parliament, 
the Bundestag, to recognize the Holodomor 
as genocide. The resolution also stressed 
the importance of learning about the past 
by having access to German archives that 
contain documents created in the 1930s 
and by publishing books and articles in 
German to allow greater dissemination of 
knowledge about the Holodomor. The reso-
lution also included a provision to intro-
duce the Holodomor to German school and 
university curricula.

The highlight of the conference was a 
film screening of “The Truth of the 
Holodomor,” directed by Stanislav Lytvynov. 
The film director could not attend in person. 
Mr. Fliss addressed the audience and shared 
news about Essen’s humanitarian assis-
tance and intercity partnerships to help 
Ukraine resist Russia’s war of aggression.

Essen, too, was razed to the ground by 
Allied bombing during World War II. 
Currently, city hospitals provide medical 
rehabilitation and prosthetics for 20 heavi-
ly wounded Ukrainian soldiers. The mayor 
invited conference participants to join him 
for an evening concert at the city philhar-
monia. 

The musical program included Wolfgang 
Amadeus Mozart’s piano concerto No. 9 
with Sophie Pacini, Italian-German soloist, 
and Ludwig van Beethoven’s symphony No. 
3 “Eroica” with the orchestra led by 
Johannes Klumpp.

From funerial to vivacious, from pianis-
simo to fortissimo, emotions touched the 
hearts of the audience. The clarity of the 
sound reflected the magic of a concert hall 
design that is comparable only to the 
Cologne concert venue, which was 
designed by the same architect.

The program also included a private fun-

draiser by a Lviv nonprofit, which sought to 
raise funds to help deliver 50 tons of 
humanitarian assistance to schools and 
hospitals in Ukraine and to bring children 
and staff from an orphanage in Kharkiv to 
Essen.

A wine tasting intermission allowed the 
conference participants to meet the direc-
tor of the Philharmonie Essen, Babette 
Nierenz, who learned that the Lviv Opera 
has been operating at a third of its capacity 
because of safety concerns related to 
Russian bombardment of Ukrainian cities. 
When air raids sound in Lviv, audience 
members are required to temporarily shel-
ter beneath the theater.  

The day wrapped up with toasts for 
German-Ukrainian friendship. Mr. Fliss 
reflected on how the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine opened old historical wounds in 
Germany, such as the division of the coun-
try into East and West, and upended Willy 
Brandt’s apology that promised peace 
without resorting to brutalities of war.

The mayor recognized that Ukrainians 
are fighting not only for their own survival 
and independence but also for European 
freedom. On behalf of the Ukrainian delega-
tion, Olesia Stasiuk thanked the mayor for 
his heartfelt support.

While admitting that sometimes it is 
hard to hold back tears, she expressed hope 
that the German and Ukrainian people can 
unite their efforts because they both want to 
secure a peaceful future for their children. 

Among co-organizers and co-sponsors 
of the event were the municipality of Essen, 
Germany; the Ukraine House in Dusseldorf, 
Germany; the Ukrainian Genocide Famine 
Foundation in Chicago; the International 
Association of Holodomor Genocide 
Scholars and the Association of Holodomor 
Researchers in Ukraine.

Mr. Fliss and Iryna Iastrub, president of 
Ukrainian House in Dusseldorf, have 
worked to assist Ukrainian refugees who 
have fled the Russian war of aggression. 
Dusseldorf is home to 6,000 Ukrainians, 
mostly women and children, several of 
whom are from the besieged Ukrainian 
port city of Mariupol, which has been dev-
astated by the Russian military since 
President Vladimir Putin launched a full-
scale war on Ukraine on February 24. 

Participants of a conference in Essen, Germany on June 10 included (from left to 
right) Petro Cherneha, Vasyl Marochko, Victoria Malko, Volodymyr Serhiichuk, 
Iryna Iastrub (moderator), and Valerii Shepitko (pictured on the video screen via 

Zoom). Essen, Germany, June 10, 2022.

Babette Nierents (foreground, third from left) and Rolf Fliss (center) were seen with 
conference participants (left to right) Stepan Stasiuk, Vasyl Marochko, Olesia 

Stasiuk, Anna Kapustian and Petro Cherneha on June 10 in Essen, Germany.

Courtesy of Anna Kapustian

Courtesy of Victoria Malko

Conference participants Victoria Malko 
(foreground, left) and Petro Cherneha 
(left) exchange views on the Holodomor 
and genocide with Rolf Fliss (right), the 

mayor of Essen, Germany, on June 10.

Courtesy of Anna Kapustian

Delaware senator continue to support 
Ukraine. Mr. Carper agreed and pointed to 
his understanding of Eastern European 
affairs going back over several decades of 

public service. The senator added that it is 
essential that similar meetings demanding 
aid for Ukraine be held in every 
Congressional and Senatorial office.

Additionally, the delegation asked that 
all of the top 10 Russian banks be sanc-
tioned, that the assets of the National Bank 
of Russia be liquidated by the U.S. 

(Washington currently holds $40 billion in 
Russian assets), that the U.S. assist Ukraine 
in the reconstruction of the country, and 
that the U.S. explore the possibility of creat-
ing Ukrainian social bonds, similar in con-
cept to green bonds, which are fixed-
income financial tools that are used to fund 
projects which have positive environmental 

benefits. The Ukrainian social bonds would 
be purchased by individuals tax free, with 
the proceeds going to support humanitari-
an relief and reconstruction efforts in 
Ukraine.

The meeting with ended with Mr. 
Carper’s expressing a commitment of last-
ing support for Ukraine.

(Continued from page 8)

Delegation...
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Wesleyan University students work with local firemen and Connecticut Senators to rally support for Ukraine
by Halle Newman

MIDDLETOWN, Conn. – On a Thursday 
night in early March, Wesleyan University 
students Julia Kulchytska, Kiryl Beliauski, 
Kseniia Guliaeva and Lera Svirydzenka 
gathered in the living room of Russian 
House, an on-campus residential building. 
They were making posters and solidifying 
last-minute details for a rally in support of 
Ukraine; Putin had invaded just a week 
prior. For these four students, supporting 
Ukraine was personal. Ms. Kulchytska is an 
international student from Ukraine. Mr. 
Beliauski and Ms. Svirydzenka are original-
ly from Minsk, Belarus, and Ms. Guliaeva is 
from St. Petersburg, Russia. 

“This full-scale war is a logical conse-
quence of the world ignoring that this war 
has been going on since 2014 and not tak-
ing enough actions to stop it,” Ms. 
Kulchytska said in an interview with 
Wesleyan’s newspaper, The Argus, on 
February 28.

For her and her co-organizers, doing 
nothing in the face of the invasion was not 
an option. Ms. Kulchytska is a sophomore 
from Sambir, a small town in western 
Ukraine. She is attending Wesleyan 
University through a program called 
Ukraine Global Scholars. Although she’s 
thousands of miles from the war, she has 
found ways to take action while at college.

Apart from co-organizing a rally at 
Wesleyan University, she’s spoken with 
Connecticut senators and legislators, trans-
lated American documents for the 
Ukrainian government and fundraised for 
Ukraine’s humanitarian and military 
causes. She’s also worked alongside Katja 
Kolcio, a professor of dance at the universi-
ty and director of the school’s Allbritton 
Center for the Study of Public Life, to trans-
late and facilitate weekly live stream panels 
with Ukrainian activists and civic leaders. 

Since Russian President Vladimir Putin’s 
invasion, Wesleyan students, faculty and 
the greater community have come together 
in support of Ukraine, uniting across disci-
plines, nationalities and politics. 

Live streams 

Over the past two months, Wesleyan host-
ed eight live stream panels with Ukrainian 
activists, journalists and civic leaders in a 
series called “Standing With Ukraine.”

Ms. Kolcio, who is a Ukrainian American, 
co-organized the events with Barry 
Chernoff, the director of the school’s 
College of the Environment. Ms. Kolcio has 
been running resilience and psycho-social 
wellness programs in Ukraine since 2014. 
In the past eight years, she and Mr. Chernoff 
developed a joint environmental studies 
program with colleagues at Taras 

Shevchenko National University in Ukraine.
Ms. Kolcio and Mr. Chernoff sought to 

build on these international connections 
through the panel series, and to invite the 
Wesleyan community to hear Ukrainian 
perspectives.

Ms. Guliaeva, Ms. Kulchytska, Mr. 
Beliauski and Ms. Svirydzenka all stressed 
the importance of these panels.

“[The live streams] were very important 
in terms of providing people with informa-
tion, mostly [Americans] and how they can 
help, what they should do, and how they 
should react and understand this war,” Ms. 
Guliaeva said. “A lot of people from 
Middletown, [Conn.], not just members of 
Wesleyan, came to those streams and I 
think that our message was that everyone 
can help.”

People tuned into the streams from 
across the United States. Recordings are 
available online for anyone to watch, and 
they can be found at https://www.wesley-
an.edu/cgs/ukraine/Videos.html.

U.S. Sens. Chris Murphy and Richard 
Blumenthal of Connecticut joined the 
streams to speak with panelists. Mr. 
Blumenthal, who sits on the Senate Armed 
Services Committee, attended a special 
stream on April 29 to speak with civic lead-
ers in Dnipro, Ukraine. 

“We need to provide this military aid, 
whatever Ukrainians need, whatever 
[Ukrainian] President [Volodymyr] Zelens-
kyy asks us to do,” Mr. Blumenthal said dur-
ing the panel. “We need to be with Ukraine, 
not just in words and in promise, but in 
action.”

Another panelist, Dr. Pavlo Khazan, a 
Ukrainian environmentalist, scientist and 
now an unexpectedly-turned officer in the 
Armed Forces of Ukraine, spoke to Mr. 
Blumenthal about the military’s needs. 

“We need [more] equipment, not only 
artillery and guns and anti-missile weap-
ons, but we also need engineering equip-
ment and radio and reconnaissance equip-
ment,” Mr. Khazan said. “We also need basic 
collaboration with your officers who are 
experts.”

Panelist Nataliya Chernyshova, a mem-
ber of the Dnipro City Council, urged Mr. 
Blumenthal and panel viewers to speak up 
about Ukraine. Dnipro is a Ukrainian city 
that is 60 miles from the front lines of the 
war.

“[We want] people all over the world to 
know that this is a real war. This is not just 
an operation or endeavor,” Ms. Chernysho-
va said. “Please don’t forget it and please 
send this message to other people.”

Although the live streams focused on 
Ukraine, Ms. Svirydzenka helped coordi-
nate a special panel with university stu-
dents in Belarus and Russia. One panelist (a 

friend of Ms. Svirydzenka’s) attended the 
stream right after she was on trial for pro-
testing in Russia. The panelists offered 
ways to aid the free flow of information to 
Belarus and Russia and to support activists 
who risk their lives by opposing the war. 

“It was important that those streams 
achieved [an understanding of] what kinds 
of circumstances Belarusian and Russian 
people are in, and just try to understand 
what it costs for them to protest,” Mr. 
Beliauski said. He and Ms. Svirydzenka 
both fled Belarus because of their political 
activism.

Drives and donations

In addition to on-campus events, the 
Wesleyan community collaborated with the 
greater Middletown, Conn., community to 
aid Ukraine.

On April 9-10, Wesleyan University, 
Middletown’s South Fire District Fire 
Department, the local Community Health 
Center and the Community Foundation of 
Middlesex County cosponsored an equip-
ment drive for Ukrainian firefighters.

Ms. Kolcio and other organizers of the 
drive partnered with the Lviv Community 
Self Help organization and the Lviv Oblast 
Fire Department in Ukraine. In the event’s 
press release, South Fire District Chief 
James Trzaski noted the role played by 
Ukrainian firefighters and other first 
responders in the war. 

“Emergency responders risk their own 
lives to save others by being on the front 
lines of providing critical assistance to 
those in need,” Mr. Trzaski said in the press 
release. “We seek to provide the highest 
level of support to these brave men and 
women.”

Fire Departments from across the state 
drove to Middletown to contribute fire 
equipment, while Middletown residents 
dropped off medical aid. Mr. Blumenthal 
and Middletown Mayor Ben Florsheim 
joined in on the drive, working alongside 
Ms. Kulchytska, Mr. Beliauski, Ms. Sviry-
dzenka, Ms. Guliaeva and Ms. Kolcio as they 
packaged up supplies. By the end of the 
weekend, volunteers and sponsors of the 
drive sent seven tons of specialized fire 
equipment to Lviv. 

Pushing for legislative action 

On March 11, Mr. Murphy hosted a press 
conference at the Connecticut State House 
in Hartford, Conn., to speak on the war in 
Ukraine. Ms. Kolcio attended the confer-
ence with Ms. Kulchytska to speak with Mr. 
Murphy about what the United States can 
do to further support Ukraine.

Mr. Murphy called on U.S. President Joe 
Biden to send more military supplies to 

Ukraine, and for the United States to sup-
port Ukrainian refugees as they flee the vio-
lence in their country.

“Here in Connecticut, we have one of the 
biggest, most vibrant Ukrainian American 
communities in the entire country,” Mr. 
Murphy said. “We have the capacity to wel-
come refugees that are fleeing the violence 
in Ukraine.” 

Ms. Kolcio spoke as well, saying that, 
“Many people ask, ‘what can we do? We’re 
so far away.’ And of course we can donate, 
and so many Americans are generously 
doing that, but I also want to say that what 
we can do is pay attention.”

She discussed the activism on campus, 
led by Ms. Kulchytska and her peers, and 
encouraged the public to take advantage of 
the rights and freedoms in the U.S. by tak-
ing action.

“Speak with your congressional repre-
sentatives because they’re listening,” Ms. 
Kolcio said. “Organize, because we won’t be 
beaten for doing that. Your attention, 
awareness and standing up speaks vol-
umes.” 

Responsibility of academic  
institutions

Ms. Kulchytska said that the Wesleyan 
community can pressure government offi-
cials to act by raising awareness on an insti-
tutional level.

“A lot of faculty can be government advi-
sors, a lot of alumni are in the government,” 
Ms. Kulchytska told The Argus. “When 
attention is directed at this, especially in an 
academic institution, there is more of a 
chance that they would feel a nudge to take 
action and offer more support.”

When Ms. Kulchytska, Mr. Beliauski, Ms. 
Svirydzenka and Ms. Guliaeva first orga-
nized to support Ukraine on campus, they 
hoped it would be a short-term job. But 
months later, Ms. Kulchytska and her peers, 
Ms. Kolcio and other local leaders have con-
tinued to organize as the war persists.

Wesleyan University recently signed a 
memorandum of understanding with the 
Lesya Ukrainka Volyn National University 
in Ukraine, and arranged to bring a 
Ukrainian counterpart and her family to the 
U.S. as a Wesleyan Visiting Scholar.

Ms. Kolcio and Ms. Kulchytska are cur-
rently collaborating with the Yale School of 
Medicine Child Trauma Center to plan in-
person instruction for working with trau-
ma-afflicted children from the Ukrainian 
towns of Bucha, Irpin and Borodianka.

In the fall semester, Ms. Kolcio will co-
teach a course on the war in Ukraine with 
Peter Rutland, a Wesleyan professor of gov-

Wesleyan University student Julia Kulchytska (right), who is a sophomore from 
Sambir, a small town in western Ukraine, speaks with U.S. Senator Chris Murphy of 

Connecticut about her homeland.

Halle Newman

Members of the Middletown, Conn., South Fire District Fire Department stood for a 
photo with the Ukrainian flag in an expression of support for the war-ravaged country.

Olivia Drake

(Continued on page 19)
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the impact of the war, which includes form-
ing a large workforce, raising an army with 
so few young men, and collecting sufficient 
taxes not only to rebuild but to improve the 
lives of Ukrainians. Without massive assis-
tance from abroad, the prospects of com-
pounding problems for Ukraine are truly 
worrisome, she argues (Life.nv.ua, March 
31, June 7; NovostiUA.net, Fraza.com, June 
13).

Full revival of Ukrainian society will be 
all but impossible, Ms. Libanova says. 
Because of the departures of so many 
women of prime child-bearing age, a post-
war baby boom is unlikely. In turn, the 
echoes of the war “will continue for several 
generations.” Along these lines, her insti-
tute explicitly predicts that there is little 
Kyiv can do on its own to fundamentally 
change this trajectory.

She further points out that, beyond the 
increase in mortality, the war has also dete-
riorated the health of all Ukrainians, who 
are living under enormous stress and often 
cannot receive medical care in a timely 
fashion, if at all. All these losses by them-
selves do not have “a catastrophic charac-
ter”; they will cost Ukraine “thousands, but 
not millions.” The real source of the prob-
lem lies elsewhere, in the departure of mil-
lions to live abroad and the likelihood that 
many of them will not return.

Far more Ukrainians have fled than have 
died, Ms. Libanova says. Many of those who 
have gone abroad, especially younger 
women with children who can take advan-
tage of social welfare programs in other 
countries and information technology spe-
cialists who have no difficulties in finding 
work, are not going to come back. Instead, 
they will remain abroad, and once the fight-

ing is over, they are likely to be joined by 
husbands, making their return even less 
likely. Either way, the longer the war goes 
on, the more people will remain abroad, 
even if the rate of outmigration slows.

Between deaths, emigration and Russia’s 
policy of forcibly deporting Ukrainians 
from the occupied territories to address its 
own demographic problems, the Kyiv-
based expert says the population of 
Ukraine will fall to 30 million in 2030, 10 
million fewer than at the start of this year, 
and continue to decline, albeit more slowly, 
in the decades after that, to 22 million by 
2100 (Life.nv.ua, March 31, June 7; 
NovostiUA.net, Fraza.com, June 13). 
Keeping track of this decline is going to be 
difficult. The census Ukraine had planned 
for 2023 almost certainly will not be held, 
and so demographers and sociologists will 
be forced to use alternative (and almost by 
definition unreliable) means of measuring 
changes in the population. For example, she 
points out that it is relatively easy to count 
those leaving a country, but more problem-
atic to determine just how many will actu-
ally remain abroad. That difference, she 
suggests, helps to explain what she says are 
the exaggerated numbers the United 
Nations has issued about Ukrainian popu-
lation losses (Dsnews.ua, September 8, 
2021).

The key takeaway from her observations 
and those of other demographers is this: 
Putin has inflicted even more terrible loss-
es on the Ukrainian population than war-
time casualties and structural damage. And 
these losses will cast a horrific shadow on 
Ukraine not only in the immediate future 
but for as far ahead as anyone can project.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)

Putin’s war...

Abramovich, attempt to challenge the 
sanctions in Western courts (Obozrevatel.
com, June 9). They hardly expect a quick, 
favorable decision, but they may count on 
a softer attitude in a situation of possible 
ceasefire, when most heavy-hitting mea-
sures likely remain in place but personal 
s a n c t i o n s  c o u l d  b e  f i n e - t u n e d 
(Russiancouncil.ru, June 8). Putin’s 
absence is a key feature of this hypotheti-
cal picture. And for many beneficiaries of 
the deeply corrupt regime, his vision of 
reconstituted Soviet-style control over a 
recentralized economy is entirely dis-
agreeable (Riddle, June 6).

Oligarchs presumably have too much to 
lose to spell out their disapproval of the 
“special military operation,” but many 
prominent figures among Russia’s cultural 
elites have no such inhibitions. High-
volume propaganda duly amplifies the 
effect of targeted punishments of dissident 
Russian authors like Dmitry Glukhovsky, 
yet the anti-war voices of such bestselling 
writers as Boris Akunin or Dmitry Bykov 
carry more weight among the reading 
public than television propagandists can 
deliver (Meduza, June 7). Music reaches 
even further. And Alla Pugacheva, a super-
star of Soviet show business, has added 
her clout to the furious anti-war perfor-
mances of such popular rappers as 
Oxxxymiron (Moskvichmag.ru, May 26). 
Putin may be unaware of the unique role 
underground rock played in the decay of 
Soviet ideology, but several veteran-rock-
ers, including Boris Grebenshchikov and 
Yuri Shevchuk, now stand tall against his 
war (Novayagazeta.eu, June 11).

This cultural opposition makes it diffi-
cult for the government to produce a con-
vincingly unassailable narrative glorifying 
the attack on Ukraine, and the security 
services are concerned about potential 
shifts in public opinion already manifest-
ing themselves in various subtle forms, 
from theater productions to street art 
(New Times, June 6). Repressive legisla-
tion is expanding, but resources for its 
enforcement are not, as many paramilitary 
National Guard (Rosgvardia) units have 
been deployed to Ukraine to maintain 
order in the occupied territories 
(Mediazona, June 8). Putin’s siloviki (secu-

rity service personnel) may be disconcert-
ed by the spread of war-time discontent, 
but it is the military elites who are increas-
ingly frustrated by the contrast between 
the policy of preserving “normal life” in 
Moscow and St. Petersburg and the harsh 
reality of the protracted war they are left 
to wage (Nezavisimaya Gazeta, June 9). It 
is uncertain to what degree Putin tries to 
control tactical combat engagements (his 
attention span is widely known to be 
capricious), but the pressure on the gener-
als to deliver victories is clear and results 
in high casualties even among command-
ing officers, with Maj. Gen. Roman Kutuzov 
being the latest addition to the official list 
(The Insider, June 5). Putin keeps bragging 
about hypersonic missiles, but it is artil-
lery that dominates the Donbas battle-
fields, and the hard shelling makes the 
warfare highly manpower-intensive for 
both sides. However, in the absence of a 
(politically problematic) general mobiliza-
tion, reserves are not arriving quickly to 
the depleted and demoralized Russian bat-
talions (UNIAN, June 11).

Lessons from the trenches for the top 
brass may be quite different from the 
assessments that business elites (deprived 
of their yachts and jets) make regarding 
broken supply chains, but the prospect of a 
war of attrition is disagreeable for all parts 
and segments of the Russian ruling class. 
And though Western sanctions may have 
enforced greater unity among the targeted 
oligarchs, bureaucrats and siloviki, their 
loyalty toward the pinnacle of the power 
pyramid could suddenly waver as they 
start to draft fortune-securing and career-
saving plans for themselves. Fidelity to the 
Putinist system has long been the crucial 
condition for survival in this corrupt envi-
ronment, but the ritual demonstrations of 
obedience and adoration are merely a 
cover for cynical self-interest, and in the 
inclement climate of war, this cover is fast 
wearing thin. Putin tries to make sure that 
individual betrayals are punished, and col-
lective action still remains foreign for the 
fragmented elites. Yet they can find quite a 
few historical inspirations when it comes 
to ridding themselves of an otiose auto-
crat.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)

Russian elites...

events, punishing them for their country’s 
transgression against Ukraine. Thank you 
for that, Vladimir.

Putin is also responsible for the horren-
dous human and infrastructure costs 
Moscow is inflicting on Ukraine, on Russia 
itself and the world. There have been tens of 
thousands of civilian deaths in countless cit-
ies and villages in Ukraine; tens of thou-
sands of soldiers have died on both sides of 
the war with untold numbers of people 
maimed, blinded and crippled. The once-
vaunted Russian military has lost at least a 
quarter of its combat capacity. Its navy lost 
the Black Sea flagship “Moskva” to 
Ukrainian defense forces, again aided by 
U.S. intelligence.

There have been millions of examples of 
Ukrainian heroism, none more striking 
than when a small group of defenders on 
Snake Island in the Black Sea told the 
invaders to commit an unmentionable sex 
act. They will forever be remembered in 
Ukrainian lore, just like their president who 
rejected American offers to evacuate him to 
safety: “I need ammunition, not a ride,” Mr. 
Zelenskyy said, according to a February 25 

Associated Press report. Contrast that with 
Russian desertions, abandonment of tanks, 
the combat deaths of a dozen generals and 
Putin’s craven isolation. Inflation, food 
shortages and energy supplies plague the 
world. Putin doesn’t have much to show for 
his military’s butchery, vandalism and 
wholesale destruction. Some “genius …”

Putin and his servile population have 
soiled their nation’s reputation for genera-
tions to come. Ukraine, on the other hand, 
is covered in glory, united in patriotism as 
never before, no doubt thanks to Putin’s 
unspoken dismay and chagrin. Russia’s war 
to bring the two nations into a single union 
has generated hatred among Ukrainians 
that will endure for many lifetimes.

The end right now is not clear, but what 
is clear is that Putin’s war has failed. 
Regardless of how the war transpires in the 
days and months to come, we can already 
say that Ukraine has not only endured, but 
she has won on many fronts and will ulti-
mately prevail. That said, we have to stay 
the course. And then, when the nightmare 
ends, we must focus on reconstruction.

As for Putin? Sorry Mr. Trump, but your 
friend Vladimir is not a genius, unless you 
measure him by the level of evil he’s creat-
ed, in which case he is. So was Adolph 
Hitler. So was Joseph Stalin.

(Continued from page 7)

Putin, a genius?



13THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, JUNE 19, 2022No. 25



No. 25THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, JUNE 19, 202214

decision on June 14, saying Russian and 
Belarusian players will have to compete 
under a neutral flag. The move comes after 
Wimbledon, the third grand-slam tourna-
ment of the year, became the first to ban 
Russian and Belarusian players in response 
to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. The decision 
in April by the All England Lawn Tennis and 
Croquet Club, which runs Wimbledon, has 
been criticized by the world governing body 
for men’s professional tennis as being 
unfair. Russians Daniil Medvedev, the cur-
rent world No. 1, and Andrey Rublev, ranked 
eighth, are barred from participating in the 
tournament, which starts on June 27 in 
London. In the women’s draw, two-time 
grand-slam winner Victoria Azarenka, 
ranked 19th in the world, and Aryna 
Sabalenka, ranked fifth, are barred from 
playing. Both players are from Belarus. The 

United States Tennis Association (USTA), 
which runs the U.S. Open, “has previously 
condemned, and continues to condemn, the 
unprovoked and unjust invasion of Ukraine 
by Russia,” the USTA said in a news release. 
The USTA supports the ban against the 
participation of Russian and Belarusian 
athletes in international team competitions 
implemented by the International Tennis 
Federation (ITF) after Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine in February, the organization said. 
It also supports the ITF’s directive for play-
ers from Russia and Belarus to play under 
a neutral flag when competing outside of 
international team competitions. “We rec-
ognize that each organization has had to 
deal with unique circumstances that affect 
their decisions,” the USTA said. “Based on 
our own circumstances, the USTA will 
allow all eligible players, regardless of 
nationality, to compete at the 2022 U.S. 
Open.” The USTA will introduce a broad set 
of initiatives to amplify existing Ukrainian 
humanitarian efforts, the USTA said. It also 

will work with the players and both the 
men’s and the women’s tours to use the 
U.S. Open, which is scheduled to begin on 
August 29, as a platform to further a 
humanitarian program known as Tennis 
Plays for Peace. (RFE/RL, with reporting by 
Reuters and AFP)

Russia bans 49 U.K. citizens

Russia has banned 49 British journalists 
and defense figures from entering Russia, 
saying they have distributed false informa-
tion about the war in Ukraine or been 
responsible for arms deliveries to the coun-
try. The 29 journalists blacklisted “are 
involved in the deliberate dissemination of 
false and one-sided information” about 
Russia and the events in Ukraine and the 
Donbas, the Russian Foreign Affairs 
Ministry said in a statement on June 14. 
“With their biased assessments, they also 
contribute to fueling Russophobia in 
British society,” the statement said. The 
journalists represent major outlets, includ-
ing the BBC, Sky News, the Financial Times, 
the Daily Telegraph, the Independent and 
the Guardian. The list includes news 
anchors, editors and senior managers. 
Another 20 British military officials and fig-
ures who Moscow said were linked to the 
defense industry were also banned from 
entering Russia. It said they were “involved 
in making decisions on the supply of weap-
ons to Ukraine.” The list of people associat-
ed with defense includes the British deputy 
defense secretary, the commander of the 
Royal Navy, three members of Parliament 
and top executives of defense contractors 
BAE Systems and Thales. The British gov-
ernment has so far offered more than £750 
million ($937 million) in military support 
to Ukraine, including air-defense systems, 
thousands of anti-tank missiles, various 
types of munitions, hundreds of armored 
vehicles and other equipment. (RFE/RL, 
based on reporting by Reuters and AFP)

Pope slams Russia for its ‘brutality’

Pope Francis has chided Russia for the 
“brutality” shown by its troops in the war it 
launched against Ukraine, which has been 
“brave” in its fight to defend itself. “What 
we are seeing is the brutality and ferocity 
with which this war is being carried out by 
the troops, generally mercenaries, used by 
the Russians,” the pontiff said in a talk with 
Jesuit media members, which took place 
last month and was published on June 14. 
Pope Francis told the journalists – all of 
whom were from Europe – that it appeared 
Russia thought the war would be over in a 
week, “but they miscalculated.” “They 
encountered a brave people, a people who 
are struggling to survive and who have a 
history of struggle,” he said. Nonetheless, 
the 85-year-old pontiff said some diplo-
mats understood there were signs that a 
conflict was looming on the horizon. He 
recalled one head of state told him months 
before Russia launched its invasion of 
Ukraine on February 24 that the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) mili-
tary alliance was “barking at the gates of 
Russia,” which could be interpreted as a 
provocation, especially by Moscow, which 

“will allow no foreign power to approach.” 
“But the danger is that we only see this, 
which is monstrous, and we do not see the 
whole drama unfolding behind this war, 
which was perhaps somehow either pro-
voked or not prevented. And note the inter-
est in testing and selling weapons. It is very 
sad, but at the end of the day that is what is 
at stake,” he added. The pope quickly fol-
lowed the comments up by asking himself 
rhetorically if that made him “pro-Putin?” 
“No, I am not. It would be simplistic and 
wrong to say such a thing.” (RFE/RL)

Kyiv wants reassurance of German support

Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy has called on German Chancellor 
Olaf Scholz to adopt a clearer position on 
the war between Ukraine and Russia. “We 
need Chancellor Scholz to reassure us that 
Germany supports Ukraine,” Mr. Zelenskyy 
said in an interview with German broad-
caster ZDF on June 13. “He and his govern-
ment must decide: there can’t be a trade-off 
between Ukraine and relations with 
Russia.” Mr. Zelenskyy’s comments came 
amid speculation that Mr. Scholz could 
make his first trip to Kyiv since the start of 
the war. Online magazine Focus, citing 
Italian newspaper La Stampa, reported that 
Mr. Scholz, French President Emmanuel 
Macron and Italian Prime Minister Mario 
Draghi would travel to the Ukrainian capi-
tal on June 16. The German newspaper Bild 
am Sonntag reported on June 12 that the 
trio planned to go before a Group of Seven 
summit at the end of June. Mr. Scholz 
declined to comment on those reports on 
June 13, saying that he wouldn’t go beyond 
what his spokesperson told reporters earli-
er in the day. The spokesperson had 
declined to discuss the reports. Several 
other European leaders, Germany’s opposi-
tion leader and members of Mr. Scholz’s 
cabinet have visited Ukraine to express sol-
idarity with the country in the face of 
Russia’s military assault, raising the pres-
sure on him to do likewise. Mr. Scholz has 
rebuffed those calls, saying he would only 
go once he had something concrete to 
announce. While Germany has contributed 
considerable financial and military aid to 
Ukraine since Russia launched its invasion 
on February 24, Mr. Scholz’s government 
has been criticized both at home and 
abroad for being slower to send aid than 
the United States and some smaller 
European countries. Mr. Scholz pushed 
back against such criticism, saying that the 
advanced howitzers Germany is providing 
are some of the world’s most advanced 
mobile artillery systems. Their delivery has 
taken time in part because Germany has 
had to train Ukrainian crews to use them. “I 
think it would be good if those who express 
their views on this or that issue spent a 
moment thinking about it first,” he said. Mr. 
Zelenskyy made clear in the interview that 
he believes Germany’s military support 
could have come faster. “To be honest, 
Germany joined a little later than some of 
our neighboring countries, as far as the 
arms deliveries were concerned. That’s a 
fact,” he said. He added that it was “impor-
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 COMMUNITY CHRONICLE

Philadelphia area seniors gather after easing of pandemic restrictions
by Myroslawa Hill

JENKINTOWN, Pa. – Following a lengthy period in which 
members of the Ukrainian American Senior Citizens 
Association of Philadelphia (UASCA) were unable to meet 
because of COVID-19 pandemic restrictions, members of 
the group gathered for two spring trips.

During the first trip on April 5, 35 seniors visited the 
Ukrainian Museum and Library of Stamford, Conn., an 
institution dedicated to the collection, documentation, 
preservation and exhibition of artifacts dealing with 
Ukrainian culture and heritage.

In 1933, Bishop Constantine Bohachev sky had the fore-
sight to buy the Quintard Estate in Stamford, Conn., for 
$50,000, with the intent of creating on its premises a 
Ukrainian Catholic High School, a seminary and a cultural 
institution. In 1937, the Ukrainian Museum and Library of 
Stamford, Conn., was officially opened. In 2000, it was 
incorporated in the state of Connecticut as a non-profit cul-
tural institution with the purpose of educating the public 
on all aspects of Ukrainian culture.

The building in which the exhibits of Ukrainian Easter 
eggs (pysanky), paintings, embroidered fabrics and histori-
cal artifacts are housed is a treasure into itself. It looks like 
a stately mansion but was actually built as a private school 
for women. In 1997, the library, which is located in the for-
mer St. Basil Preparatory School building, was officially 
opened. The library is now being renovated.

The seniors thanked the curator of the museum, Lubow 
Wolynetz, for her warm and gracious welcome, for hosting 
a delicious lunch and for her very informative and interest-
ing remarks about the institution.

The trip was highlighted by the unexpected arrival of 
Bishop Paul Chomnycky, OSBM, and Bishop Emeritus Basil 
Losten, both of the Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of Stamford. 
The bishops spent an extended period of time with the 
group and posed for pictures.

The seniors’ memorable trip was followed by another to 
four upstate Pennsyl vania churches. On May 10, 45 seniors 
visited four beautiful and interesting churches.

The trip was organized by one of its members, Yurko 
Danyliw. Mr. Danyliw has spent many years researching the 
history of Ukrainian churches, particularly their iconostas. 
In fact, as part of his research, he has visited over 100 
churches in Pennsylvania.

This was the group’s fourth visit to the churches in 
upstate Pennsylvania. They previously visited St. Michael’s 
Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church in Shenandoah, the first 
Ukrainian Catholic Church in America; the Church of 
Transfiguration of Our Lord in Shamokin, the oldest sur-
viving Ukrainian Catholic Church in America (the original 
church in Shenandoah burned down); and the Assumption 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary in Centralia, which was declared 

a pilgrimage sight by Major Archbishop Sviatoslav 
Shevchuk of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church.

On May 10, the seniors first visited St. Vladimir 
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Scranton, Pa., and its pastor, 
Rev. Myron Myronyuk. The original church, which was just 
a hall, was established by Bishop Soter Ortynsky in 1908. 
The first parishioners were poor but hard working and 
they cherished their beloved Ukraine, its language, cus-
toms and their rite. The present structure, constructed in 
1959, boasts a beautiful iconostas with 24 icons.

The seniors next visited Ss. Cyril and Methodius 
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Olyphant, Pa., and is pastor, 
Rev. Nestor Iwaskiw, a Philadelphia native. The construc-
tion of the present church edifice was started in 1908 and 
the grand dedication of the new church took place in May 
1910. In September of that year the parish was honored 
with a visit by Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky of the 
Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church. Ss. Cyril and Methodius 
is the third oldest Ukrainian church in America and has 
one of the most magnificent iconostases in Pennsylvania. It 
includes 52 icons in four tiers. The icons were brought in 
pieces from Ukraine and were assembled and installed in 
the church. The parish is very proud that, since it was 
established, 14 parishioners have entered the priesthood 
and an additional 14 people entered the religious life.

During the visit, the seniors learned that life for the 
early pioneers of the parish was not easy. They worked 
hard, mostly in the mines, and got paid very little. Their 

faith in God and love for their church, however, sustained 
them and set an example for other members of the com-
munity.

The seniors then visited St. Andrew Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church in Blakely, Pa., and its pastor, Rev. Mykola Danczak. 
In 1948, about 30 families left Ss. Cyril and Methodius and 
organized their own church, which has now grown to 
include some 80 families.  

The last stop for the seniors was St. George Orthodox 
Church in Taylor, Pa.  The interior of the church is awe-
inspiring with beautiful icons adorning every inch of the 
church, including the modern styled iconostas. The church, 
however, is known for the Myrrh-Streaming Icon of the 
Blessed Mother, also known as “Kardiotissa,” The Tender 
Heart. The pastor of the church, Rev. Mark Leisure, said the 
myrrh-flowing miraculous icon has drawn thousands of 
people to the parish. Rev. Leisure was kind enough to allow 
the group to touch the icon and to pray before it. This expe-
rience will not soon be forgotten.

It is important to emphasize that, even though most of 
the parishioners of these churches are fourth- and even 
fifth-generation Ukrainian Americans, they remain faithful 
to their Ukrainian church and traditions.

The members of UASCA thanked Mr. Danyliw for his 
exceptional effort in organizing the trip. They also thanked 
the Ukrainian Community Foundation of Philadelphia and 
the Ukrainian Selfreliance Federal Credit Union for partial-
ly funding their trips.

Members of the Ukrainian American Senior Citizens Association of Philadelphia (UASCA) visited St. Andrew 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church in Blakely, Pa., on May 10.

Myroslawa Hill

that many Russians are allowed to hear.
“He is perfectly happy to see what’s on the calendar that 

morning and say, ‘That looks good, borscht is cheaper, 
that’s a great success. Let’s talk about that,’” Mr. Johnson 
said. “My sense is that the only person in the world who 
knows what the objectives of the Russians are is Putin and 
he will decide ... what [victory] looks like.”

“I don’t think he’s ever going to say he is losing the war. I 
think he will in any case say he ended up where he was 
going all along,” Mr. Johnson said of the former KGB officer 
first installed as Russian prime minister 22 years ago. 
“This is the great thing about being an autocrat: You decide 
what success is.”

But Mr. Johnson also dismissed the notion that Russians 
are wholly unaware of what’s happening and the aggres-
sion that Russian soldiers are committing in the country’s 
name.

That, he said, suggests there might be higher approval 
among Russians of the invasion than many outsiders want 
to believe.

“We shouldn’t assume that they’re going to quit because 
everybody is going to sit down in the middle of Red Square 
and protest,” Mr. Johnson said. “I don’t see that. I don’t see 
their soldiers deserting in large numbers or quitting. [And] 
the worst thing you can do in a war, the cardinal sin, is 
underestimating your enemy.”

Mr. Johnson suggested that Ukraine’s defenders might 
be best served not by “attacking everybody,” but rather by 
“picking a place where you can have an effect, where you 
can create a proper correlation of forces where you can 
prevail.”

He cited attacks on supply lines or field headquarters 
that can “affect the entire operation across the front.”

Mr. Johnson said Ukrainian reports of killing around a 
dozen Russian generals so far are another example, adding 
that he believes those deaths are not merely a result of the 
Russian commanders’ willingness to be in the conflict zone.

“I think they’re being found,” he said. “And then when 
they get found, they get killed.”

He said the prospects for peace have been dimmed so 
far by the brutality of the Russian invaders.

“From the Ukrainian perspective, anything but a maxi-
malist proposition is really hard to consider after the sacri-
fices they have suffered and the atrocities they have seen,” 
Mr. Johnson said. “So, if I were [Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr] Zelens kyy, it would be hard for me to be con-
ciliatory at this point. I think they will start with this maxi-
malist view of getting back everything they held before 
this war, and that might change over time with diplomacy 
or the developments on the battlefield.”

Another factor in any potential end to the fighting is the 
chance that, as the Ukrainian conflict drags on and 
becomes “less spectacular,” it will receive less Western 
attention, he said.

He also warned of “downstream effects” of the war, such 
as the mounting global food crisis and fuel spikes, as well 

as other problems that are likely to arise over the next 
year.

But Mr. Johnson cited polling that shows strong backing 
among Americans for North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO) support for Ukraine, for example, and an evolving 
willingness among Kyiv’s allies to provide increasingly 
sensitive weapons systems.

“I think that’s what’s going on, we are becoming more 
and more committed to a favorable outcome,” Mr. Johnson 
said. “We have seen the types of weapons going in change: 
We have sent helmets and flak jackets early on, and now 
we are seeing [U.S.] HIMARS and [German] Gepard air-
defense systems. We [in the West] have become more com-
mitted to the success of Ukrainians over time, not less, and 
the stakes have gone higher.”

Mr. Johnson also credited Western leaders with avoid-
ing any commitment of NATO troops to combat, including 
by rejecting Mr. Zelenskyy’s and some NATO members’ 
calls for imposing a no-fly zone over Ukraine.

“I admire the NATO leadership for doing as much as 
they have done, but also for saying that this will not be 
World War III,” Mr. Johnson said.

(Written by Andy Heil based on an interview by RFE/RL 
Georgian Service fellow Vazha Tavberidze)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted with the permis-
sion of Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut 
Ave. NW, Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see https://
www.rferl.org/a/military-strategist-warns-not-to-underesti-
mate-russia/31900807.html).

(Continued from page 4)
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Ukraine’s national soccer team bounced 
back from their heartbreaking 1-0 loss to 
Wales in World Cup qualifying with their 
own 1-0 victory over Ireland in a Union of 
European Football Associations (UEFA) 
Nations League match in Dublin on June 8. 
Dynamo Kyiv’s Viktor Tsygankov, who 
entered the game as a half-time substitute, 
caught goalkeeper Caoimhin Kelleher on 
his heels with a 48th minute free kick for 
the only goal of the match. It was Ireland’s 
12th straight loss in the competition.

Team Ukraine made 10 changes to the 
lineup it used against Wales three days ear-
lier, showing coach Oleksandr Petrakov’s 
strong depth in personnel. Andriy Lunin, in 
goal for the Ukrainians, was barely tested 
by an Ireland squad lacking intensity and 
creativity.

Ukraine came into the game strongly as 
it was playing its first game following an 
emotional and physical game against Wales 
and as national team players are largely 
focused on the ongoing war launched by 
Russia in their home country. The well-rest-
ed first team from Ireland got off to a 
strong start with a high press paying early 
dividends. Their few serious scoring 
attempts included a strike from distance 
that was easily handled by Lunin, a shot by 
Chiedozie Ogbene which whistled right into 
Ukrainian defender Valeriy Bondar and a 
Shane Duffy header that crashed against 
the crossbar.

Ukraine’s Vitaliy Mykolenko drilled an 
early attempt wide as playmaker Mykola 
Shaparenko started to make his influence 

felt on the game. Serhiy Sydorchuk and 
Oleksandr Zubkov had well-struck efforts 
that were blocked by Irish defenders.

The Irish Football Federation handed 
out 3,500 tickets to Ukrainian refugees who 
escaped the hostilities in their native land. 
According to a CNN report on May 20, there 
are some 33,000 Ukrainian refugees living 
in Ireland.

Ukraine restarting football leagues 
in August

In February, Ukraine’s soccer leagues 
suspended all operations after Russia 
launched its full-scale war on Ukraine on 
February 24 and after Ukrainian imposed 
martial law in the country. More than 100 
days later, as Russian forces have been 
redeployed to the east and south, some 
fighting has subsided in central and west-
ern parts of Ukraine. There is hope that 
sport can lift the nation’s morale, especially 
with the way the country’s spirit was 
boosted by the national team’s previous 
run to the World Cup.

On June 4, it was announced that Ukraine 
plans to restart competitive football in the 
country in August despite the ongoing 
attacks by Russia. Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy approved of the plan, 
and Andriy Pavelko, the president of 
Ukraine’s football federation, shared the 
details with the Associated Press. Pavelko 
met with the leaders of UEFA and FIFA to 
present a safe action plan of playing men’s 
and women’s matches on home turf.

“I spoke with our president, Volodymyr 

Zelenskyy, about how important football is 
to distract [people],” Pavelko said during an 
interview with the Associated Press as he 
was surrounded by Ukraine jerseys and a 
strategy board in the team meeting room in 
Cardiff. His comments came one day before 
Ukraine lost to Wales in a World Cup quali-
fying match.

“From the children to the old people, 
everyone is focused on the war. Every day 
they receive information about details, 
about the impact of the war,” Pavelko said.

“We spoke about how football has a very 
big power to help people think about the 
future because now people, of course, are 
not in a good mindset. They’re in the worst 

mood. We spoke about how it would be 
possible that football could help us to think 
about the future,” Pavelko said.

If successful, the plan would see 
Ukrainian soccer players being able to 
practice their sport in Ukraine in order to 
provide some measure of inspiration for 
the Ukrainian people.

“So, we took the decision with the presi-
dent that we would resume the Ukrainian 
championship in August,” Pavelko said 
through a translator. “In Ukraine we will 
play on every level – the [Ukrainian] 
Premier League, and the first and second 

In a May 1 YouTube video in which she declared her 
support for Ukraine in its war against Russia, Hayley 
Wickenheiser, one of Canada’s greatest female athletes, 
acknowledged her Ukrainian ancestry.

“My family is of Ukrainian descent. Both [of my] grand-
parents’ families came from Odesa,” Wickenheiser 
announced at the beginning of her video, which was sent to 
this correspondent by Oleksiy Lach-Porodko.

Wickenheiser is the daughter of physical education 
teachers Tom and Marilyn. She lives in Calgary with her 
adopted son, Noah. Wickenheiser graduated with a degree 
in kinesiology in 2013 and completed medical school at the 
University of Calgary’s Cumming School of Medicine in 
2021.

She took up the sport of hockey at age 5, playing on out-
door rinks in her hometown of Shaunavon, Saskatchewan, 
in Canada. She played exclusively on boys’ teams until she 
was 13. She continued playing hockey in Calgary, Alberta, 
after moving there with her family.

Born on August 12, 1978, Wickenheiser won seven gold 
medals and six silver medals with Team Canada at the 
International Ice Hockey Federation (IIHF) Women’s World 
Hockey Championship. She won four gold medals and one 
silver medal at the Olympic Winter Games. She is the all-
time leader in goals (18), assists (33) and points (51) in 
women’s ice hockey at the Winter Olympics. She is the all-
time leader in assists (49) and points (86) at the Women’s 
World Hockey Championships. She was the first woman 
ever to score a goal in a men’s professional league. She 
retired from competitive hockey in 2017, finishing with 
379 points (168 goals) in 276 games with Team Canada. 
An Officer of the Order of Canada, she has won the Bobbie 
Rosenfeld Award as the Canadian Press Female Athlete of 
the Year and she has been inducted into Canada’s Walk of 
Fame and the Hockey Hall of Fame.

In August 2018, Wickenheiser was hired by the National 

Hockey League’s (NHL) Toronto Maple Leafs as an assis-
tant director of player development, becoming the first 
woman to hold that position with the franchise. On May 17, 
2021, she was promoted to senior director of player devel-
opment.

In 2021, she collaborated with sports equipment manu-
facturer Verbero Hockey in developing the “Wick Stick,” the 
first time a hockey stick was constructed specifically with 
her input. This was part of a program to create branded 
equipment for women.

Wickenheiser is the founder of Wick Fest, an annual 
event showcasing girls’ and women’s hockey in which 
female players from all over the world attend several days 
of workshops, clinics and games. The event is a venue 
where players can learn from top coaches, instructors and 
advanced players.

She was also an accomplished softball player and was 
named to the Canadian softball team that played in the 
2000 Summer Olympics.

Wickenheiser is widely considered to be the greatest 
female hockey player of all time with her five Olympic med-
als under her belt and a widely recognized dedication to 
the sport. She is not only one of the biggest role models for 
female hockey players, but she is a role model for female 
athletes in every sport. She has chased her dreams and 
managed to become an award winner, community leader, 
accomplished business woman and a mentor.

From training Russians to fighting them

A former Ukrainian national team hockey player turned 
coach was forced to trade in his skates, gloves and stick for 
weapons to defend his country. To complicate matters, 
Oleksiy Lazarenko had several Russians on the hockey 
team he trained and coached in Kharkiv.

“We don’t have any choice. We need to protect our fami-
lies, our country and our cities. We need to protect Europe 

against this … enemy,” Lazarenko said in a June 6 interview 
with Spanish international news agency EFE. He spoke 
from a Kharkiv hospital where he is recuperating from a 
war-related injury.

The retired forward played a total of 16 seasons for 
clubs in Russia, Canada and the United States in the 1990s 

Wickenheiser supports her Ukrainian heritage

Hayley Wickenheiser, seen in 2014, is a Canadian hock-
ey player of Ukrainian descent; she created a YouTube 
video posted in May in which she voiced her support of 

Ukraine and acknowledged her Ukrainian roots.

Wikipedia

(Continued on page 17)

Ukraine’s Mykhailo Mudryk (14) evades Josh Cullen (6) of Ireland during their 
UEFA Nations League match on June 8 in Dublin.

fai.ie

Ukraine rebounds from Wales loss with 1-0 win over Ireland

(Continued on page 17)
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Klimenova finds comfort in volleyball
by Ihor N. Stelmach

Thirty-two-year-old Nataliia Klimenova 
has loved the sport of volleyball almost her 
entire life. Stepping onto a court was never 
a dream, but more of a destiny. Her mother 
played for the Soviet Union team and young 
Klimenova grew up watching her parents 
play beach volleyball. In the industrial city 
of Severodonetsk in the Luhansk region of 
Ukraine, volleyball ruled and the local 
Super League players were revered.

As a young girl, Klimenova was one of 
many people who attended games at the 
Local Ice Palace of Sport. While there, she 
watched volleyball players and wondered 
what it would be like to be in their shoes. 
Despite her relatively short stature (she is 
5-foot, 6-inches tall), her parents encour-
aged her to pursue the sport. Since then, it 
has taken her all over Europe and across the 
ocean to Calgary’s Mount Royal University.

She was ready to take a huge leap for-
ward in her volleyball career in early 2022, 
only to find herself in a holding pattern. 
The Ukrainian national team reached out 
and offered her airfare and a place to stay 
to try out for their squad. An added bonus 
included a chance to reunite with her fami-
ly after four years of being apart, partly due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic.

A mere four days after receiving the 
invitation from the national team, Russia 
invaded Ukraine and those plans were 
put on hold. Severodonetsk was under 
siege once more, after having been liber-
ated from pro-Russia militants who cap-

tured the town in 2014.
KIimenova’s family was not among 

those fortunate to flee Ukraine. Her 
56-year-old father is legally bound to 
remain in the country in case he is asked 
to fight. Her grandmother is too frail to 
travel and her mother will not leave family 
members behind.

While the family struggles to keep in 
touch, volleyball has become a surprise out-
let in which Klimenova can deal with her 
stress and sorrow. The sport helps the 
Klimenova family achieve some level of nor-
malcy during the horrors of an ongoing war. 
Klimenova sends short videos of her games 
to distract her parents who are dealing with 
bombs going off in their neighborhood.

Klimenova hopes and prays for peace to 
come to Ukraine soon, but she is unsure of 
what will be left of her country after the 
devastation and war end. A continent away, 
Klimenova waits for the next phone call 
from her family, focuses on her game and 
dreams of one day having her family join 
her in Canada.

Three decades and international 
experience

The 2021-2022 season was Klimenova’s 
fifth and final one with Mount Royal. When 
she arrived in 2017, she came with years of 
international experience. She left her 
hometown of Severodonetsk to pursue a 
pro volleyball career after the local Super 
League team told her she was too short to 
be a professional.

Unable to play professionally straight out 

of high school, Klimenova listened to her 
parents’ advice and attended Kharkiv State 
Zoo Veterinary Academy and played on the 
school’s volleyball team. She completed a 
master’s degree in both veterinary medicine 
and organization management. She earned 
a third degree which led to her becoming a 
junior lieutenant in the Air Force.

At Mount Royal, she is a sport and recre-
ation management student and will receive 
her fourth degree upon graduating. The 
degree will allow her to pursue her passion 
for sports in the hopes of becoming a player 
agent to help athletes enter the professional 
ranks. In this area she can utilize her own per-
sonal connections with professional teams.

Her professional connections were 
established after she completed academic 
work for her first three degrees. She played 
for teams in Bulgaria, Kosovo, Ukraine and 
Romania. The highlight of her brief pro 
career was when she was recruited and 
played for Orbita ZTMC, a Super League 
team in Ukraine. Her Orbita squad faced 
her hometown Severodonetsk team in play-
off action with Klimenova’s Orbita ZTMC 
winning the semifinal matchup and going 
on to claim the national championship. She 
confidently rejected a contract offer from 
Severodonetsk after the club recognized 
her volleyball skills in the semifinal game.

After playing for a club team in Romania 
in 2016-2017, Klimenova’s attention 
turned to Canada after one of her friends 
who had been playing in college trans-
ferred to a university in Kamloops, British 
Columbia. She sent out her personal infor-

mation to various schools and volleyball 
coaches and received many offers. She 
chose to play for Mount Royal University.

Her team has experienced success, win-
ning the Canada West bronze medal in 
2019-2020 and clinching a spot in the U 
SPORTS National Championship, which 
was canceled due to the pandemic.

Off the court, Klimenova was awarded 
the 2021 Work Culture Employee award by 
Cougars Athletics and Recreation for her 
work as a customer service and fitness 
associate.

Ihor Stelmach may be reaches at iman@
sfgsports.com.

Volleyball player Nataliia Klimenova of 
Severodonetsk, Ukraine, plays for Mount 

Royal University in Calgary, Alberta.

mrucougars.com

and 2000s. He played juniors with both 
Chicoutimi and Val d’Or in the Quebec Major 
Junior League. He played several years each 
for Spartak Moskva and Vityaz Kharkiv. A 
quick return to the U.S. saw him with the 
New Haven Knights for one season. 
Lazarenko retired following the 2016-2017 
season and went into coaching. He was 
drafted in the seventh round of the NHL 
Draft by the New York Rangers in 1994.

Most recently, the 46-year-old spent 
more than 10 days in a hospital recovering 
from war-related injuries and he was 
expecting to return to the front lines once 
he was healthy. He was wounded along 
with three other soldiers at a checkpoint in 
the Donetsk region when the group was 
attacked by a Russian Uragan missile.

Lazarenko and two other soldiers suf-
fered cerebral concussions, loss of con-
sciousness and nosebleeds, among other 
injuries.

When the Russians first launched their 
full-scale war on Ukraine on February 24, 
Lazarenko helped some 85 Russians reach 
the border near Kharkiv. Among those 
Russians were 10 hockey players that he 
trained at the Kharkiv Berserkers hockey 
club’s facilities.

Today he finds himself fighting those 
invading neighbors from the north and 
east.

Makar making NHL playoff history
Twenty-three-year-old Colorado 

Avalanche defenseman Cale Makar is an 
absolute superstar. The young Ukrainian 
demonstrated his supernatural hockey 
skills again when his team swept the 
Edmonton Oilers in the Western Conferen-
ce finals, booking their spot in the NHL’s 
Stanley Cup Finals.

In the process, Makar made NHL history. 
Per ESPN, Makar is only the fourth defense-
man ever to score 9 points in a four-game 
span in the postseason. It’s a feat Makar has 
achieved twice.

In Colorado’s 4-0 sweep of the Nashville 
Predators in the first round of the 2022 
playoffs, Makar scored three goals and had 
seven assists for 10 points. In their 4-0 
sweep of Edmonton, Makar tallied two 
goals with seven assists for 9 points. In 
Game 4 against the Oilers, he wristed home 
the Avalanche’s first goal and supplied four 
assists. In the 2022 playoffs, heading into 
the Finals, Makar has five goals and 17 
assists for 22 points in 14 games, leading 
his Avalanche in scoring.

On a team loaded with elite talent, 
Makar is arguably the biggest driving offen-
sive force on the team. Thanks to his pro-
duction and ability to control the game, 
Makar is the favorite to win the Conn 
Smythe Trophy, awarded to the most valu-
able player of the NHL playoffs.

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@
sfgsports.com.

professional divisions, and women’s cham-
pionship.”

Pavelko met with Zelenskyy prior to 
leaving for Glasgow, Scotland, to attend the 
World Cup playoff win over Scotland on 
June 1. He then traveled to meet with FIFA 
President Gianni Infantino in Paris and 
UEFA President Aleksander Ceferin in 
Ljubljana, Slovenia.

“I informed them that we will resume 
the championships in the war time in 
Ukraine … under the bombs, and we count 
on their support,” Pavelko said. “We are dis-
cussing the details.”

It has not been revealed which parts of 
Ukraine will be used for league matches. 
Discussions are imminent with the military 
authorities and the government to deter-
mine the safest options.

Shakhtar Donetsk was atop the stand-
ings when the season was suspended in 
February and declared concluded in April. 
Shakhtar earned a spot in the lucrative 
group stage of the UEFA Champions League 
next season.

Ukraine second at European 
Weightlifting Championships

The 2022 European Weightlifting 
Championships were held in Tirana, 
Albania, on May 28-June 5. Thirty-nine 
countries participated in the competition 
with 22 nations winning medals. Ukraine, 
with 21 total medals, finished second 
behind Bulgaria, which won 23 medals. 
(Turkey won a total of 23 medals, but was 
officially in third place overall because 
Ukraine won more gold medals, as did 
Bulgaria.) Ukraine was also second in gold 
medal victories with seven medals and it 
won nine silver medals. All of Ukraine’s 
gold medals were won by their women 
weightlifters. Ukrainian women claimed 18 
of the 21 total medals.

Ukraine’s gold medal winners were 
Anhelina Lomachynska (49 kg), Kamila 
Konotop (55 kg), Mariia Hanhur won two 
gold medals (64 kg snatch and total), and 
Iryna Dekha won three gold medals (81 kg 
snatch, clean/jerk and total).

Rams head coach marries Ukrainian 
model

While Sean McVay proposed to Veronika 
Khomyn during a vacation to France in June 
2019, the head coach of the Super Bowl 
champion Los Angeles Rams and the 
Ukrainian model tied the knot on June 5 in 
what has been described as a stunning out-
door ceremony. The 32-year-old bride wore 
a glamorous white gown, while the 36-year-
old groom wore a classic black tuxedo.

According to the Atlanta-Journal 
Constitution, McVay met Khomyn in 2012 
while he worked as an assistant coach with 
the National Football League’s Washington 
Commanders. At the time, she was a student 
at George Mason University in Fairfax, Va.

Khomyn was born in Ukraine and 
moved to the United States in 2009. She 
previously worked with her father, a con-
struction entrepreneur. She graduated from 
George Mason with a bachelor’s degree in 
international business. Khomyn later grad-
uated from Arizona State University with a 
master’s degree in global management. She 
currently works as a real estate and reloca-
tion professional in Los Angeles for a com-
pany called Grid Properties. Khomyn 
speaks fluent Ukrainian, Russian and 
English.

Support for Ukraine

At a joint appearance at the Critics’ 
Choice Awards in March, Khomyn and 
McVay expressed their support for Ukraine. 
Khomyn also posted a photo of Putin’s face 
printed on a roll of toilet paper.

“I proudly stand with my fellow 
Ukrainians and I admire their strength. 
They have faced unimaginable adversity 
with such profound grace and bravery. 

(Continued from page 16)

Wickenheiser...

(Continued from page 16)

Ukraine rebounds... Their fight and the way they have united the 
world is truly inspiring. There is no place in 
our world for this kind of violence and our 
prayers go out to all the lives that have been 
lost,” Khomyn said at the 27th Critics’ 
Choice Awards on March 13 in Los Angeles.

Before Khomyn spoke, she was intro-
duced by McVay, who said it was important 
“to take a moment to talk about what is on 

all of our minds: Veronika’s home country 
Ukraine.” Following his then-fiancee’s 
remarks, McVay said that, “even in the 
darkest times, the human spirit endures.”

Khomyn has a younger brother, father 
and step mother who are in Ukraine.

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@
sfgsports.com.
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destruction we saw.”
He emphasized the need “for all Russian 

perpetrators to be held responsible by the 
international criminal court of justice, 
which Romania fully supports.”

It was Mr. Macron’s first visit to Ukraine 
since Russia’s renewed invasion of the 
neighboring country on February 24.

It came on the heels of him twice public-
ly making controversial comments urging 
Western leaders “not to humiliate” 
Kremlin autocrat Vladimir Putin so that 
there could remain room for “a peace 
agreement” between the two countries.

Speaking in Irpin, the closest invading 
Russian forces got to entering the 
Ukrainian capital, Mr. Macron said “it’s 
here, among other places, that the 
Ukrainians stopped the Russian army 
descending onto Kyiv.”

“It represents the heroism of the army, 
but also of the Ukrainian population. And 
alongside that, you have traces of barba-
rism,” Mr. Macron said.

Meanwhile, Mr. Scholz has faced 
increasing domestic political pressure to 

provide Kyiv with heavier weapons despite 
previous pledges and announcements to 
do so. Germany has given Ukraine light 
weapons but not the artillery systems that 
soldiers desperately need to even the bal-
ance in the artillery duel raging in the two 
easternmost cities of Luhansk and 
Donetsk, where Russia is now concentrat-
ing the bulk of its invading force.

Meanwhile, Mr. Draghi promised to help 
reconstruct Ukraine with Europe’s help.

“They destroyed the nurseries, the play-
grounds, and everything will be rebuilt,” 
the Italian prime minister said.

On his Telegram channel, Mr. Zelenskyy 
wrote that “we appreciate your solidarity 
with our country and people.”

Moscow didn’t take kindly to the trip by 
the four European leaders.

Dmitry Medvedev, Russia’s former pres-
ident and current deputy national security 
chief, said on Twitter that their show of 
solidarity and support won’t “bring 
Ukraine closer to peace.”

“European fans of frogs, liverwurst and 
spaghetti love visiting Kiev (sic),” he said in 
a belligerent social media post.

In a Beijing government readout of a 
phone call between Putin and his counter-
part, Xi Jinping, the Chinese president 

refused to condemn Russia’s unprovoked 
war against Ukraine.

Mr. Xi said that all parties should work 
toward resolving the crisis in Ukraine “in a 
responsible manner.”

He noted “the legitimacy of the actions 
taken by Russia to protect the fundamental 
national interests in the face of challenges 
to its security created by external forces,” 
according to Moscow’s official readout of 
the call.

Kyiv has repeatedly complained that its 
Western partners aren’t providing the 
weapons it needs to emerge victorious on 
the battlefield.

Maj. Gen. Dmytro Marchenko told Radio 
Free Europe/Radio Liberty that, if Kyiv got 
heavier weapons, such as artillery and air-
defense systems, Ukraine would finish off 
the Russians by the end of the summer.

Territorial Russian gains

The Ukrainian Weekly saw visual evi-
dence that Russia had destroyed three 
bridges this week linking the besieged 
Luhansk regional city of Severodonetsk to 
its twin of Lysychansk across the Siversky 
Donets River.

The Russian military and associated 
bloggers monitored by The Weekly said 

(Continued from page 1)

Russia makes... that a fourth bridge north of the city was 
destroyed on June 16, possibly cutting it 
off from supply lines and reinforcements. 
Russian military bloggers said that about 
2,500 Ukrainian servicemen still defend 
the city, mostly in the industrial zone of a 
fertilizer plant, while holding about 10 
percent of Severodonetsk’s area.

Russian battalion tactical groups are 
attacking “in nine directions” in Luhansk 
Oblast, Valeriy Zaluzhnyi, commander-in-
chief of the Ukrainian Armed Forces, said 
on Facebook.

“A fierce struggle for Luhansk is ongo-
ing. The enemy has concentrated in the 
north of the region its main shock forces 
and tries to attack at the same time in nine 
directions. ... Severodonetsk is a key point 
in the system of defensive operation of the 
Luhansk region,” Mr. Zaluzhnyi said.

Russia has kept making incremental 
gains toward the Donetsk regional town of 
Slovyansk as well. Official and open-source 
intelligence reports say that Russia 
crossed a crucial highway and are prepar-
ing for a new offensive on the settlement.

Kremlin forces are also trying to recap-
ture lost territory north of Kharkiv that 
Kyiv’s army had liberated.

U.S. Gen. Mark Milley said on June 16 
that “Ukraine is taking 100 or 200, or 300 
wounded [soldiers] per day. I would say 
those are in the ballpark of our assess-
ments.”

Pentagon press pool reporters said this 
week that Russian forces have lost 1,000 
tanks and 1,600 armored vehicles since 
February 24 and have fired nearly 70 per-
cent of their precision-guided munitions.

Ukrainian military estimates say more 
than 30,000 Russian servicemen have 
been killed so far.

Ramstein three

U.S. Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin 
convened a third meeting at an American 
military base in Germany on June 15, 
involving nearly 50 countries, to provide 
additional security assistance to Ukraine.

Georgia, Moldova and Ecuador were the 
newest additions to his initiative.

They pledged 18 155-millimeter howit-
zers with 46,000 shells, more HIMARS 
multiple-launch rocket systems, 18 tactical 
vehicles to transport the artillery systems, 
coastal defense Harpoon systems and opti-
cal devices for night and thermal vision, 
among other materiel.

“Thanks to all. Ukraine is ready to use 
its new tools against evil forces,” Ukrainian 
Defense Minister Oleksiy Reznikov said on 
Twitter.

About $350 million worth of the weap-
ons will come from the U.S. as part of a 
new $1 billion presidential withdrawal 
that U.S. President Joe Biden announced 
over the week.

Russian church head sanctioned

Britain announced more restrictive 
measures against Russia on June 16.

Notably, Patriarch Kirill, head of the 
Russian Orthodox Church, was sanctioned 
“for his prominent support of Russian mili-
tary aggression in Ukraine.”

For enforcing the involuntary deporta-
tion of Ukrainian children to Russia, the 
country’s children’s rights commissioner, 
Maria Lvova-Belova, was also levied with 
sanctions by Britain.

“[Ms.] Lvova-Belova has been accused 
of enabling 2,000 vulnerable children 
being violently taken from the Luhansk 
and Donetsk regions and orchestrating a 
new policy to facilitate their forced adop-
tions in Russia,” a British government 
news release said.

The sanctions include freezing any 
assets they have in the United Kingdom, 
travel bans and ongoing transport restric-
tions concerning Russian aircraft.
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Through June 26 Photo exhibit, “Children of War: Moments of War Horrors
Chicago Through the Lens of Photographers,” Ukrainian National
 Museum, www.ukrainiannationalmuseum.org

Through June 30 Exhibit, “Ukrainian Roots: Art by the Diaspora,” featuring
Montclair, NJ  works by Melanka Coppola, Tanya Debarry, Natalie Napoleon
 and Ivan Bratko, Montclair Public Library, 973-202-0385

Through August 24 Art exhibit, “Impressions of War,” Ukrainian Institute
New York of America, www.ukrainianinstitute.org

June 25 Prayer for Peace in Ukraine and Throughout the World, 
Ottawa Canada-Ukraine Parliamentary Program, Parliament Hill at
 the Eternal Flame, www.katedra.org

June 25 Concert, “Amplify the Voice: A Benefit Concert for
Cleveland, OH Ukraine,” Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus, The Cleveland
 Orchestra, 216-231-7300 or www.bandura.org
 
June 26 Concert, Pittsburgh United for Ukraine, Carnegie Music
Carnegie, PA Hall, https://www.tickettailor.com/

June 26 Concert, “Charmed – An Event for Ukraine,” The Woodward 
Cincinnati, OH Theater, 513-345-7981 or woodwardtheater@gmail.com

June 26 Fundraiser for Ukraine, by musicians and dancers of
New York New York, Ukrainian National Home, 212-533-4646 

July 5 Concert, “Echoes of the Steppes: A Ukrainian Celebration,” 
Ottawa Music and Beyond festival, Carleton Dominion-Chalmers
 Center, https://musicandbeyond.ca

July 15-17 Support Ukraine Festival, Soyuzivka Heritage Center,
Kerhonkson, NY www.soyuzivka.com or 845-626-5641

July 27-31 75th Convention of the Ukrainian Orthodox League, Ss. Peter
Carnegie, PA and Paul UOL Chapter, orthodoxcarnegie.org or uolofusa.org

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

tant that Chancellor Scholz comes here 
during wartime” and said he expected Mr. 
Scholz to show “personal support” for 
Ukraine’s membership in the European 
Union and on the issue of sanctions against 
Russia. (RFE/RL, with reporting by AP, 
Reuters and dpa)

War crimes committed, says Amnesty

Russia has committed war crimes in the 
Ukrainian city of Kharkiv, where hundreds 
of civilians were killed or maimed in indis-
criminate bombardments that targeted 
residential neighborhoods and many times 
used banned cluster bombs, Amnesty 
International said on June 13. “The repeat-
ed use of widely banned cluster munitions 
is shocking, and a further indication of 
utter disregard for civilian lives,” Amnesty 
said in a report titled “Anyone Can Die At 
Any Time.” Amnesty said it had uncovered 
proof in Kharkiv, Ukraine’s second-largest 
city with a population of 1.4 million people, 
that Russian forces repeatedly used 9N210 
and 9N235 cluster bombs and scatterable 
land mines, all of which are banned under 
international agreements. Cluster muni-
tions release dozens of bomblets or gre-
nades midair, scattering them indiscrimi-
nately over hundreds of square meters. 
“The Russian forces responsible for these 
horrific attacks must be held accountable 
for their actions, and victims and their fam-
ilies must receive full reparations,” said 
Amnesty’s Donatella Rovera. “This is true 
both for the strikes carried out using clus-
ter (munitions) as well as those conducted 
using other types of unguided rockets and 
unguided artillery shells,” Ms. Rovera said. 
The report says Russian forces bombarded 
civilian and residential areas of Kharkiv 
relentlessly for two months from the first 
day of Moscow’s unprovoked invasion on 
February 24, causing “wholesale destruc-
tion.” “The continued use of such inaccu-
rate explosive weapons in populated civil-
ian areas, in the knowledge that they are 
repeatedly causing large numbers of civil-
ian casualties, may even amount to direct-
ing attacks against the civilian population. 
People have been killed in their homes and 
in the streets, in playgrounds and in ceme-
teries, while queueing for humanitarian 
aid, or shopping for food and medicine,” 
Ms. Rovera said. “The Russian forces 
responsible for these horrific attacks must 
be held accountable.” The report quoted 
the Kharkiv region’s military administra-
tion as saying that 606 civilians had been 
killed and 1,248 wounded since the con-
flict began. Most of the strikes investigated 
by Amnesty inflicted multiple casualties 
over widespread areas. Although Russia is 
not a signatory of the Convention on 
Cluster Munitions or the Convention on 
Anti-Personnel Mines that ban the use of 
such weapons, “international humanitari-
an law prohibits indiscriminate attacks and 

the use of weapons that are indiscriminate 
by nature,” Amnesty said. “Launching 
indiscriminate attacks resulting in death or 
injury to civilians, or damage to civilian 
objects, constitutes war crimes,” the report 
concluded. (RFE/RL, with reporting by 
AFP).

Kasyanov warns that Baltics in crosshairs

Russian opposition politician Mikhail 
Kasyanov, President Vladimir Putin’s first 
prime minister, has warned that the out-
come of the war Moscow launched against 
Ukraine will determine Russia’s future, and 
if Ukraine falls, “the Baltic states will be 
next.” Mr. Kasyanov, now an outspoken crit-
ic of the president, told the French news 
agency AFP in a video interview published 
on June 13 that at first he didn’t believe 
Putin would actually unleash a full-scale 
war against Ukraine. But when he saw a 
meeting of Russia’s Security Council called 
just three days before the invasion was 
launched on February 24, “I realized, yes, 
there will be a war.” “I just know these peo-
ple and by looking at them I saw that Putin 
is already out of it. Not in a medical sense 
but in political terms,” he said, adding he 
“knew a different Putin.” Mr. Kasyanov, 64, 
said he was confident Putin would eventu-
ally be replaced by a “quasi-successor” con-
trolled by Russia’s powerful security servic-
es but that eventually Russia could return 
to democracy, albeit with difficulty. “I am 
certain that Russia will return to the path of 
building a democratic state,” Mr. Kasyanov, 
who was prime minister between 2000-
2004, told AFP. He estimated it would take 
about a decade to conduct “de-Communiza-
tion” and “de-Putinization” of the country. 
“This will be difficult, especially after this 
criminal war,” he said. Mr. Kasyanov said 
Putin, a former KGB colonel and ex-chief of 
the communist-era political police’s succes-
sor, the FSB, has over the past two decades 
established a system dominated by former 
and current members of Russia’s security 
services. “Essentially, this is a KGB system 
based on complete lawlessness. It is clear 
that they do not expect any punishment,” 
he said. “These are the achievements of a 
system that, with the encouragement of 
Putin as head of state, has started operating 
even in a more cynical, cruel manner than 
in the final stages of the Soviet Union,” he 
added. Mr. Kasyanov, who advocated close 
ties with the West as prime minister, joined 
Russia’s opposition and became one of the 
Kremlin’s most vocal critics after being 
sacked by Putin. He is now the leader of the 
opposition People’s Freedom party, or 
PARNAS, but has left Russia for an undis-
closed location out of concern for his safety. 
“I have no doubt that now, after the tragedy 
that we are all witnessing, the opposition 
will unite,” he said. “Everything will have to 
be rebuilt anew. Essentially, an entire set of 
economic and social reforms should be 
started all over again. ... These are enor-
mous and difficult tasks and they will have 
to be done,” he said (RFE/RL, based on 
reporting by AFP)

(Continued from page 14)
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ernment. The course will also feature lec-
tures by scholars in Ukraine.

Through the summer and beyond, Ms. 
Kulchytska will continue to organize students 
on campus to bring attention to Ukraine.

At present, a blue and yellow flag flies 
over City Hall in Middletown, which serves 
as both a symbol of solidarity and as a call 
to action.

On June 9, Yuriy Fedynsky, a modern-day 
kobzar, played his bandura on Main Street 
for the Middletown community to hear 
kobzar news from Ukraine.

Mr. Fedynsky, a Ukrainian American 

composer and musician, is touring the U.S. 
during a brief break from his work in 
Ukraine, where he spent the last months 
playing in bomb shelters for patients 
wounded in the war.

Mr. Fedynsky said he seeks to “kobzar 
the world.” Each note he plays is an effort to 
ensure that Russian attempts to erase the 
kobzar tradition fail, he said. 

As Ms. Kulchytska said, ignoring the war 
or being silent about it only makes matters 
worse; people must spread the news, take 
action and speak up. Each effort is a small 
step, but together the programs in 
Middletown informed many, garnered life-
saving supplies and brought together a 
whole and diverse community around a 
common cause.

(Continued from page 11)

Wesleyan...
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