
by Roman Tymotsko

LVIV – After nearly four months of terror living under 
Russian occupation in Kherson, the southern Ukrainian 
city’s residents have begun to grow hopeful that the 
Armed Forces of Ukraine might soon liberate their 
besieged city, which was taken by Russian forces on 
March 2.

By various accounts of locals who decided to stay in 
their hometown, the Russian occupation has marked a 
period of horror for the city’s residents. Locals say they 
are eager for the day when their city will once again be 
in Ukrainian hands and they are waiting for a counterof-
fensive by their military that will beat back Russian 
forces.

According to the United Kingdom’s Ministry of 
Defense, the fighting between Russian and Ukrainian 
forces is currently taking place on the outskirts of the 
city.

“Whoever you are, 99 percent of locals want to live in 
Ukrainian Kherson. They do care. No one was waiting 
for Russians. Believe me, as soon as the Armed Forces of 
Ukraine enter Kherson, we’ll be partying for a few 
weeks,” said a man named Roman who asked that his 
last name not be used in order to protect his identity. 
This correspondent spoke with the man in Kyiv after he 
left Kherson, though he also said he hopes to return to 
the city soon to evacuate his disabled mother.

“Every day, I search for new ways to get back inside 
Kherson. Now it is too dangerous, but I will try to get 
there soon,” the man said. “I will go to Kherson when 
Ukrainian Armed Forces are in Chornobayivka [a small 
town on the outskirts of Kherson that is known for its 
airfield]. When the fighting reaches Kherson, it will 
become too dangerous.”

The Kherson region became one of the centers of the 
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by Mark Raczkiewycz

KYIV – Ukraine moved closer to becoming a member of 
the European Union (EU) on June 23 as Russia’s grinding 
full-scale war of the neighboring country is now in its 17th 
week amid fierce fighting in the Donbas.

The European Parliament voted to grant Ukraine and 
Moldova candidate status for membership in the 27-nation 
political and economic union at the EU summit in Brussels. 
The European Council (EC) – which is made up of the heads 
of state or government of the bloc’s countries – voted to for-
mally grant Ukraine EU candidate status on June 23.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy called the 

vote “historic.”
“Sincerely commend EU leaders’ decision at #EUCO 

to grant Ukraine a candidate status,” Mr. Zelenskyy 
wrote on Twitter. “It’s a unique and historical moment 
in Ukraine-EU relations.”

All 27 member states of the EU formally approved the 
decision.

“A historic moment,” EC chief Charles Michel tweeted. 
“Today marks a crucial step on your path towards the EU,” 
he said, referring to Ukraine and Moldova, the two new 
countries that were granted candidate status.

Ukraine attains formal EU membership candidate status

Soldiers in eastern Ukraine employ a U.S. M777 howitzer with 155 mm shells against invading Russian forces in a 
picture released on June 21 by the Armed Forces of Ukraine.

Armed Forces of Ukraine

Artillery attacks in Donbas  
relentless, Luhansk military chief 

says as Kharkiv targeted again
RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service

Russian forces pounded the Donbas region in east-
ern Ukraine on June 22 as they sought to completely 
encircle the last pocket of Ukrainian resistance in the 
embattled cities of Lysychansk and Severo donetsk in 
the Luhansk region.

Serhiy Hayday, head of the military administration 
in Luhansk region, where the twin cities are located, 
said Ukrainian forces were facing massive and relent-
less artillery attacks in Lysychansk.

“The Russian Army is massively shelling 
Lysychansk,” Mr. Hayday wrote on Telegram. “They are 
just destroying everything there. ... They destroyed 
buildings and unfortunately there are casualties.”

Strikes on Kharkiv, Ukraine’s second-largest city, 
were the worst in weeks and were aimed at “terroriz-
ing the population,” said Ukrainian presidential advis-
er Oleksiy Arestovych in a video address.

Mr. Arestovych said the shelling, which caused at 
least 10 deaths in the Kharkiv region over two days, 
was meant to “distract us and force us to divert 
troops” from the main battlefields in the Donbas.

Britain’s Defense Ministry said in its daily intelli-
gence bulletin early on June 22 that the outcome of 
the war will likely depend increasingly on the ability 
of the warring sides to generate and deploy reserve 
units to the front.

The British bulletin highlighted what it called the 
“extraordinary” attrition rate among the Moscow-
backed separatist forces in the Donetsk region, which, 
based on figures published by the separatist authori-
ties – more than 2,100 killed and almost 8,900 
wounded – is equivalent to around 55 percent of its 
original force.

The report said the separatists appeared to be 
equipped with outdated Russian weapons and equip-
ment.

It noted that Russian regular forces, which haven’t 
published official casualty figures since March 25, are 
likely to have suffered similarly high losses.

Ukraine has not published official casualty fig-
ures, which it keeps secret, but various officials 
including President Volodymyr Zelenskyy have sug-
gested as many as 100 Ukrainian soldiers are being 
killed every day.

British Prime Minister Boris Johnson told a group 
of European newspapers that the defense intelligence 
service believes that Russia’s momentum in the war in 
Ukraine will slow in the next few months as its army 
exhausts its resources.

In comments released on June 22 by Germany’s 
Sueddeutsche Zeitung, Mr. Johnson said President 
Vladimir Putin’s forces were pushing forward in the 
eastern Donbas region, wreaking destruction, but at a 
heavy cost in soldiers and weapons.

In the next few months, Britain’s intelligence ser-
vice believes that Russia “could come to a point at 
which there is no longer any forward momentum 
because it has exhausted its resources,” Mr. Johnson 
was quoted as saying.

Ukrainians in Kherson face the horrors 
of life under Russian occupation

(Continued on page 18)
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Decision comes as a show of unity, support for Ukraine amid Putin’s imperialism

(Continued on page 9)
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Levin was executed by Russian troops

An investigation conducted by Reporters 
Without Borders (RSF) concluded that 
noted Ukrainian photographer and docu-
mentary maker Maks Levin, along with a 
soldier who was accompanying him for 
security, was executed by Russian troops 
near Kyiv in March as they searched for a 
piece of photographic equipment they had 
lost. The Paris-based RSF said in a report 
that investigations it conducted from May 
24 to June 3 as well as information and evi-
dence obtained indicate that Mr. Levin and 
Oleksiy Chernyshov were executed by 
Russian soldiers in a forest around the vil-
lage of Moshchun near Kyiv on March 13, 
“possibly after being interrogated and even 
tortured.” The investigation, conducted by 
Arnaud Froger, the head of RSF’s investiga-
tion desk, and Patrick Chauvel, a French 
war photo reporter who had worked with 
Mr. Levin in Ukraine, concluded that 
Messrs. Levin and Chernyshov were cap-
tured by Russian soldiers while trying to 
locate a drone Mr. Levin used for his cover-
age of Russia’s unprovoked invasion of 
Ukraine, launched on February 24. RSF said 
the compiled evidence, including bullets, 
identity documents, items with DNA traces 
attesting to the presence of Russian sol-
diers at the scene, Mr. Levin’s charred Ford 
Maverick car and other items, allowed it to 
conclude that Mr. Levin and his bodyguard 
were executed. “Analysis of the photos of 
the crime scene, the observations made on 
the spot and the material evidence recov-
ered clearly point to an execution that may 
have been preceded by interrogation or 
even acts of torture,” Christophe Deloire, 
RSF secretary-general, said in a statement. 
“In the context of a war heavily marked by 
propaganda and Kremlin censorship, Maks 
Levin and his friend paid with their lives for 
their fight for reliable information. We owe 
them the truth. And we will fight to identify 
and find those who executed them,” Mr. 
Deloire added. The 40-year-old Mr. Levin is 
one of eight journalists killed in the course 
of their work since the start of the war in 
Ukraine. His body was found in the forest 
on April 2. A father of four, he had been 
working with many Ukrainian and interna-
tional media outlets, including Reuters, the 

BBC and Associated Press. (RFE/RL)

Summit draft confirms call for candidate status

A draft of the final declaration for a 
European Union (EU) summit proposes 
candidate status for Ukraine and Moldova, 
a copy of the document seen by RFE/RL 
showed. “The European Council has decid-
ed to grant the status of candidate country 
to Ukraine and to the Republic of Moldova,” 
the document, dated June 21, said, adding 
Georgia will be granted the same status 
once Tbilisi meets a number of conditions. 
“The future of these countries and their cit-
izens lies within the European Union,” it 
adds. All 27 bloc members must approve 
such a move, which seems unlikely to 
encounter any resistance. “I do believe that 
all 27 European Union countries will sup-
port our candidate status,” Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy told stu-
dents in Toronto, speaking via video link on 
June 22. “This is like going into the light 
from the darkness.” While it is expected to 
take years for Ukraine to meet the criteria 
for joining the EU, the bloc’s leaders have 
said Ukrainians are fighting for European 
values, and the EU therefore must make a 
gesture that recognizes their sacrifice. The 
unprecedented move by the European 
body comes as Kyiv fights a devastating 
war against Russia, which launched an 
unprovoked invasion of its neighbor on 
February 24 that has killed tens of thou-
sands of people and caused huge material 
destruction. EU leaders were expected to 
meet on June 23-24 in Brussels, where they 
also will aim to maintain pressure on 
Russia by committing to further work on 
sanctions, including a possible move to 
make gold among the assets that may be 
targeted by any future measures. “Work 
will continue on sanctions, including to 
strengthen implementation and prevent 
circumvention,” the document says, adding 
that the bloc remains “strongly committed” 
to providing further military support for 
Ukraine and to “swiftly work” on increasing 
such support. The document also reiterates 
previous EU calls for the rights of 
Belarusians to have “new, free and fair elec-
tions” and calls on the country’s authorities 

(Continued on page 14)

 NEWS ANALYSIS

by Pavel K. Baev
Eurasia Daily Monitor

The West’s fears of humiliating Russia 
too much by ensuring its defeat in the war 
against Ukraine run much more deeply 
than the unfortunate turn of phrase uttered 
in recent weeks by French President 
Emmanuel Macron (see Eurasia Daily 
Monitor, June 13). On June 16, Mr. Macron 
traveled to Kyiv, together with German 
Chancellor Olaf Scholz, Italian Prime 
Minister Mario Draghi and Romanian 
President Klaus Iohannis, and delivered a 
vivacious speech, though this time never 
mentioning the controversial H-word 
(Novaya Gazeta, June 16). His Ukrainian 
counterpart ,  President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy, who had taken issue with Mr. 
Macron’s elliptic proposition on stopping 
the war short of humiliating Russia, 
declared himself entirely satisfied with the 
clarifications on full French support for 
Ukraine’s resolute stance on achieving vic-
tory (NV.ua, June 16). The matter of what 
kind of defeat Russia is capable of accept-
ing without resorting to desperate (a con-
venient euphemism for nuclear) measures 
and, accordingly, what kind of victory is fea-
sible for Ukraine, continues, nevertheless, 
to loom large.

The war has so far brought Russia noth-
ing but a sequence of humiliations of differ-
ent kinds. But those on the battlefield, 
while being the most painful, are – rather 
counter-intuitively – the least impactful on 
the broader domestic political picture. The 
botched earlier offensive against Kyiv and 
the chaotic retreat were covered up by 
Russian propaganda, so Russian President 
Vladimir Putin can still claim that all goals 
of the “special military operation” in 
Ukraine will be achieved (Moskovsky 
Komsomolets, June 17). The loss of the flag-
ship of the Black Sea Fleet, the cruiser 
Moskva, was explained away as an accident 
(and the parents of the lost sailors are still 
being kept in the dark); new Ukrainian mis-
sile hits on supply ships near Snake Island 
are simply ignored by the Kremlin (The 
Insider, May 31; Meduza, June 17). No offi-
cial information on casualties is released, 
though journalists have independently col-
lected data on at least 3,798 fatalities by 
scouring online social networks. The 
authorities have also provided no explana-
tion for the recent replacement of the com-
mand of the Airborne Forces, which suf-
fered badly in the initial phase of the war 
(MediaZona, Chita.ru, June 17).

by Pavel Luzin
Eurasia Daily Monitor

After more than three months of its 
undeclared war of aggression against 
Ukraine, Russia fired over 2,100 cruise mis-
siles and short-range ballistic missiles at 
targets inside the embattled country. Now 
it is facing a growing deficit of these types 
of stand-off weapons (Twitter.com/
DefenceHQ, June 11). And military observ-
ers and strategists are increasingly ques-
tioning how long it will take or even if 
Russia will ever be able to fully restore its 
depleted missile arsenal.

Throughout this conflict, Russia has 
used eight major types of missiles against 
Ukraine: a) the Kalibr family of sea-based 
long-range (more than 600 kilometers) 
cruise missiles; b) Kh-555 air-launched 
long-range cruise missiles, converted from 
Soviet-era Kh-55 cruise missiles that were 
manufactured in Ukraine; c) Kh-101 air-
based long-range cruise missiles, which 
Russia developed on the basis of the 
Kh-55/Kh-555 missiles; d) Kh-22 and 
Kh-32 air-launched, long-range, liquid-
fueled supersonic cruise missiles, carried 
only by Tu-22M3 bombers; e) Iskander-M 
ground-based tactical ballistic missiles (up 
to 500 km range) and probably Iskander-K 
ground-based long-range cruise missiles 
(also known as 9M729 missiles and part of 
the Kalibr family); f) Tochka-U Soviet-era 
tactical ballistic missiles (up to 120 km 
range); g) Oniks ground-based, anti-ship, 
long-range scramjet cruise missiles, which 
are being used against ground targets; and 
finally h) Kh-59 and presumably Kh-35 tac-
tical cruise missiles (with a range below 
300 km).

By June, Russia had used up most of its 
missile stockpile. Moreover, hundreds of 
Soviet-era Kh-555 missiles and Kh-22 mis-
siles are apparently close to exhaustion and 

are non-reproducible. Tochka-Us are also 
no longer possible to build. Consequently, 
understanding Russia’s problem with 
resupplying its rocket-artillery and air forc-
es boils down to its manufacturing rate of 
modern missile varieties.

During the previous decade, Russia pro-
duced up to 55 Oniks (Zvezda, January 31, 
2020) and no more than 50 Iskander-M 
missiles (Dfnc.ru, January 27, 2019) annu-
ally. The manufacture of Kalibr, Kh-101 and 
9M729 missiles depends on building jet 
engines for these types of self-propelled 
munitions. During the 1990s-2010s, Russia 
worked to develop its own engines in order 
to replace the Soviet-era and Ukrainian-
made R95-300 cruise missile jet engine 
used in Kh-55/Kh-555, Kh-59, Kh-35 and 
early versions (made before 2014) of 
Kalibr and Kh-101 missiles. The Russian 
models included, namely, at least two vari-
ants of the TRDD-50 (a direct counterpart 
of the R95-300) and the R125-300, a small-
er and lighter version with a lower thrust 
(Voennaya Mysl, No. 4, 2019).

The R125-300 engine is intended pre-
sumably for the shorter-range Kh-35 cruise 
missiles. The two variants of the TRDD-50 
come in different masses and thus offer 
diverging ranges for the missiles they 
power. A lighter, 82-kilogram dry mass ver-
sion (compared to the original Soviet-era 
R95-300’s 95 kg of dry mass) was devel-
oped in the early 2000s. The standard one 
precisely matches the mass of the R95-300. 
In this way, the lighter TRDD-50 Russian 
engine variant should give a maximum 
range of up to 1,000 km, depending on the 
type of missile it is installed on (but it is 
also used with the shorter-range Kh-59 air-
launched cruise missile); the more sophis-
ticated standard (95 kg) variant gives an 
extended range of 2,500 km (or longer for 

How Russia can be defeated 
but not humiliated

Russian challenges in missile resupply
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Why Ukrainian and Russian forces are preparing for a long war

Outgunned Ukrainians hail arrival of U.S. heavy weapons as Russians press ahead

by Reid Standish
RFE/RL

Russian forces are edging closer to seiz-
ing the last pocket of resistance in 
Ukraine’s eastern Luhansk region, with bat-
tles raging in Severodonetsk and near its 
sister city, Lysychansk.

The Russian gains have been costly, ana-
lysts say, with high casualties and equip-
ment losses, leading British defense intelli-
gence to predict that Moscow’s momentum 
will slow over the next few months.

Kyiv, meanwhile, continues to urge for 
greater and quicker shipments of Western 
arms and ammunition as Ukrainian forces 
also sustain big losses and deplete their 
stockpiles of munitions in the intense fight-
ing in the Donbas.

Despite the predictions of lost momen-
tum, the war seems far from over. North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) 
Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg said on 
June 20 that the war could last years, an 
assessment echoed by British Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson.

In a 73-minute speech at the St. 
Petersburg International Economic Forum, 
Russian President Vladimir Putin said on 
June 17 that Moscow would not back down 
from its current goal to take the eastern 
Donbas region away from Ukraine. The 
defiant message to the West came as many 
analysts believe the Russian president is 
hoping that Western attention and support 
for Ukraine will fade and falter over time, 
allowing the Kremlin a chance to grind out 
a victory from its costly invasion.

To find out more, RFE/RL spoke with 
Margarita Konaev, a fellow at Georgetown 
University’s Center for Security and 
Emerging Technology.

RFE/RL: I want to start with timelines. It 
looks like we’re in something of a middle 
phase at the moment and all sides are say-

ing to prepare for what is likely to be a very 
long war. Where do you see this war pro-
gressing and what’s your sense of the time 
frame that people should have in mind?

Ms. Konaev: Timelines are a good ques-
tion. One thing that we’ve learned pretty 
early on [in this war] is that it’s essentially 
impossible to predict what comes next. 
That’s been true since the beginning.

Many observers have been surprised by 
many of the turns that have [occurred], and 
this war certainly did not pan out as many 
predicted at the beginning. But it does look 
that since about March or April there hasn’t 
been any real significant operational or, let 
alone, strategic changes. So, it’s hard to 
even assess whether we’re in the middle 
stage [of the war] or whether we’re in the 
beginning of the middle, or towards the end 
of the middle.

In terms of how this will conclude, I’ve 
been saying for a long time that the conclu-
sion of this war – if and when it comes – 
will be a political decision. Obviously, mili-
tary factors are going to play a significant 
role, but at the end of the day it’s a question 
of political commitment and political com-
promise one way or another – and that’s 
something that is up to Putin and Ukraine.

RFE/RL: The fight in the Donbas is pro-
gressing as we see tough battles in 
Severodonetsk and Lysychansk, where 
Russia is making gains. What’s your sense 
of what’s unfolding on the battlefield and 
can Russia sustain this momentum?

Ms. Konaev: Sustainment is the name of 
the game right now, and it’s the side that is 
able to grind it out for the longer haul that 
is going to have leverage from whatever 
territorial or operational gains they make 
for some sort of a diplomatic settlement or 
a cease-fire.

Much of the day-to-day fighting has been 
concentrated more in the Luhansk part of 

the Donbas and that’s where we’ve seen 
Russia make those gains. How this is going 
to unfold is hard to tell, [but] it seems that 
Russia has improved some logistical ele-
ments and has made changes to its leader-
ship, although it doesn’t seem to have made 
significant changes to [its] command and 
control.

But whatever they’re doing now is work-
ing better than what they failed to accom-
plish at the beginning. But again, there’s 
been a major redefinition of goals, and with 
the war concentrated on the east, they have 
a number of variables working for them. 
But it’s all still up for grabs, and it’s going to 
be a hard and very long fight.

RFE/RL: In the last few weeks, we’ve 
seen multiple Ukrainian officials come out 
and say that in order to sustain their fight, 
they need more weapons and munitions. 
We’ve also seen Ukrainian military intelli-
gence say that it’s their assessment that the 
Russians have enough ammunition and 
equipment to keep fighting this war for at 
least another year. With that in mind, 

should we expect a similar pace to the com-
bat that we’ve been seeing or could things 
slow down or accelerate given uncertainty 
over stockpiles?

Ms. Konaev: I think the fighting is going 
to continue throughout the summer just 
because the weather abides.

We might see slowing down later in the 
fall and perhaps towards the winter, and at 
least for right now, the West is committed 
to supplying Ukraine. The heavy weapons 
that have been already committed are on 
their way or are arriving, and it doesn’t 
seem that Ukraine is willing to stop fight-
ing, and Russia is clearly continuing to 
advance and does have the artillery advan-
tage and munitions that it needs to keep 
going. So, with all that in mind, I’m not 
under the impression that the war is going 
to come to a halt [soon].

It’s difficult to keep up with the day-to-
day progression of the war because it’s 
been so incremental and many of the gains 
either side has made have been reversed 
back and forth. The territory that is gained 
by Russia today could be lost next week, 
and it’s a very different fight from what 
we’ve seen in the beginning that felt much 
more fast-paced.

How it progresses is also going to be a 
question of international attention, which 
has already been shifting elsewhere due to 
domestic developments, such as rising oil 
and gas prices and inflation. So, all of these 
variables are inevitably going to affect the 
trajectory of this war, which on one hand is 
an interstate war between two countries, 
but on the other hand is also an interna-
tional war.

RFE/RL: What about the fighting in the 
south, especially around Kherson, where 
we see the Ukrainians carrying out coun-

by RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service

Russian forces, backed by massive artil-
lery power, pressed ahead with their offen-
sive to completely encircle Ukraine’s last 
pocket of resistance in the Luhansk region 
as Kyiv announced the arrival of the first 
U.S. long-range weapons systems the out-
gunned Ukrainians have been waiting on 
for months.

Ukrainian Defense Minister Oleksiy 
Reznikov said on June 23 that High Mobility 
Artillery Rocket Systems (HIMARS) from 
the United States are now in Ukraine.

“Thank you to my U.S. colleague and 
friend Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin for 
these powerful tools! Summer will be hot 
for Russian occupiers. And the last one for 
some of them,” he said on Twitter.

It was not immediately known when the 
HIMARS had entered the country or if they 
were already being used on the front line.

The HIMARS is a multiple-launch rocket 
system (MLRS) developed for the U.S. mili-
tary in the 1970s. Both Russia and Ukraine 
already operate MLRS systems, but the six-
rocket HIMARS is more advanced, with a 
range of 80 kilometers and superior preci-
sion.

Kyiv has asked for 300 such systems, but 
Washington has only donated four so far. 
Germany will also send three such systems 
to Ukraine, German Defense Minister 

Christine Lambrecht said on June 23.
The heavy use of artillery and the recent 

troop reinforcement was likely behind 
Russia’s improved military performance in 
the Luhansk cities of Lysycyhansk and its 
twin city Severodonetsk, Britain’s Ministry 
of Defense said in its daily intelligence bul-
letin early on June 23.

Luhansk military Governor Serhiy 
Hayday said on June 23 that the villages of 
Loskutyvka and Rai-Oleksandryvka, south 
of Lysychansk and Severodonetsk, have 
now fallen to the Russians.

He said Ukrainian forces continue to 
resist in Severodonetsk and the nearby set-
tlements of Zolote and Vovchoyrovka.

Mr. Hayday said Ukrainian forces are fac-
ing “massive” and relentless artillery attacks 
in Lysychansk and may need to retreat to 
avoid being cut off after Russian forces cap-
tured the two settlements to its south.

“In order to avoid encirclement, our 
command could order that the troops 
retreat to new positions,” Mr. Hayday said 
on national television. “All of Lysychansk is 
within reach of their fire. It is very danger-
ous in the city.”

But he said Lysychansk could still be 
reached by road, allowing civilian evacua-
tions to continue. Russia’s TASS news agen-
cy had earlier cited Russia-backed separat-
ists as saying the city was surrounded and 
cut off from supplies.

The fight for Severodonetsk and 
Lysychansk is “entering a sort of fearsome 
climax,” said Oleksiy Arestovych, an adviser 
to President Volodymyr Zelenskyy.

Russia seeks to capture both Luhansk 
and Donetsk, which make up most of 
Ukraine’s industrial heartland of the Donbas.

Pavlo Kyrylenko, head of the Donetsk 
regional military administration, said 
Ukrainian forces control less than half of 
the Donetsk region, adding that more than 
100 cities and villages within these areas 
had no gas or electricity.

Mr. Kyrylenko said that the 55 percent of 
Donetsk that is under Russian occupation is 
“completely destroyed.”

However, British intelligence noted in its 
bulletin that Russian efforts to achieve a 
deeper encirclement to take the Donetsk 
region west of Luhansk remain stalled.

Mr. Arestovych said in a video address 
that Russia launched the most intensive 
strikes in weeks on Kharkiv, Ukraine’s sec-
ond-largest city, adding that they were 
aimed at “terrorizing the population.”

The shelling, which caused at least 10 
deaths in the Kharkiv region over two days, 
was mean to “distract us and force us to 
divert troops” from the main battlefields in 
the Donbas, Mr. Arestovych said.

British Prime Minister Boris Johnson 
told a group of European newspapers that 
the defense intelligence service believes 

that Russia’s momentum in the war in 
Ukraine will slow in the next few months as 
its army exhausts its resources.

In the next few months, Britain’s intelli-
gence service believes that Russia “could 
come to a point at which there is no longer 
any forward momentum because it has 
exhausted its resources,” Mr. Johnson was 
quoted as saying.

“Then we must help the Ukrainians to 
reverse the dynamic. I will argue for this at 
the Group of Seven [G-7] summit,” he said.

The G-7 summit, bringing together the 
heads of state of Britain, Canada, France, 
Germany, Italy, Japan and the United States, 
is scheduled to begin on June 26 in Germany.

“Inasmuch as the Ukrainians are in a 
position to start a counteroffensive, it 
should be supported with equipment that 
they demand from us,” he said.

A victory for Ukraine – or failure for 
Russia – would at least see Ukraine regain 
the status quo that was there before Russia 
invaded, he said.

(With reporting by Reuters, AFP, BBC, 
CNN and TASS)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-eu-sta-
tus-intensive-fighting/31907656.html).
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Video screenshot, via RFE/RL

(Continued on page 8)
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‘Vladimir the Little,’ ‘Vladimir the Bad Chess Player.’ French intellectual Bernard-Henri Levy slams Putin
by Vazha Tavberidze

RFE/RL

The Georgian Service of RFE/RL spoke 
to prominent French intellectual Bernard-
Henri Levy, a renowned author, philoso-
pher and war correspondent. Mr. Levy has 
been a regular visitor to Ukraine since the 
country’s 2014 revolution that overthrew 
pro-Russian President Viktor Yanukovych. 
He addressed crowds on Kyiv’s Indepen-
den ce Square in 2014 and 2015, reported 
from the Donbas front lines and publicly 
supported Ukraine’s acceptance into Euro-
Atlantic structures.

The author of a new documentary in 
which he visits the world’s trouble spots, 
including Ukraine, Mr. Levy says Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy is “one of 
the founding fathers of Europe,” whereas 
Russian President Vladimir Putin is merely 
a “bad chess player.”

RFE/RL: Right before the war, you said, 
“If Putin invades, it will be too late.” What 
now? What’s the reality in which we now 
find ourselves?

Bernard-Henri Levy: The reality is the 
current disaster, the current carnage. And 
the reality is that all of that could have been 
avoided. All this massacre, all this devasta-
tion could have been avoided. If we had [lis-
tened to] those who for years predicted it, it 
could have been avoided.

I’ve just finished a documentary about 
the current war but also about the last 
eight years. I spoke on the Maidan (Kyiv’s 
Independence Square) in February 2014. 
And I said that this could happen. I had a 
debate later with one of the [influences on] 
Putin, [Russian political philosopher and 
strategist] Aleksandr Dugin, and I under-
stood that it was an absolute plan of Russia 
to invade Ukraine. So, the story was written 
in advance and the West just sat, waited 
and observed till the date of the invasion. 
And this fills me with sadness and sorrow. 
So many civilian lives could have been 
saved.

Putin was just waiting for the window of 
opportunity, for the moment. And he prob-
ably felt that the moment had come when 
he saw the terrible spectacle of America 

withdrawing from Kabul. Kabul was proba-
bly the spark. Putin, I suppose, when he 
saw this self-inflicted defeat for America, 
thought [that] the way is [clear], I just have 
to proceed, to go. Nobody will prevent me. 
They are weak. They are no longer able – 
willing – to defend their own values.

He was wrong. Since we see now 
America behaving well. But this was the 
miscalculation, so a lot of people knew that 
this would happen.

RFE/RL: Right now, what do you think is 
at stake for the West in Ukraine?

Mr. Levy: Ukrainian lives. And us, too. If 
Ukraine loses, it would be a wave of disas-
ter for all of Europe. This war [in] Ukraine 
is our war in Europe. Their defeat, the 
defeat of the Ukrainians, would be our 
defeat. The domino effect will be huge. And 
what is at stake is really the stability, the 
architecture and the very existence of the 
European Union as a political entity.

If we don’t stop Putin in Ukraine, Baltic 
countries, Poland, other countries will be at 
stake militarily, [and] others will be threat-
ened politically. We know that Putin has 
some puppets in [all] European countries. 
He had, before 2014, Mr. Yanukovych in 
Ukraine as a puppet. We have our Yanuko-
vychs in France: [French far-right leader] 
Mrs. [Marine] Le Pen, [French far-left lead-
er] Mr. [Jean-Luc] Melenchon are sort of 
Yanukovych [figures]. ... They would be 
except that, thank God, they are not in 
power. But if they were in power, they 
would be the puppets of Putin. ... The ulti-

mate target of Putin, if he won in Ukraine, 
would be the whole of Europe. We are at 
stake; the stake is us.

RFE/RL: With that in mind, is the West 
doing enough for Ukraine? Is Ukraine 
receiving the Western aid that it deserves?

Mr. Levy: Europe woke up. America 
woke up, and the extent of solidarity is 
impressive. I cannot remember such an 
amount of help decided by the president of 
[the United States], voted by Congress, as 
[there] is now for Ukraine. Now, you have 
two limits to that. No. 1: The weapons, even 

in America, the quantity of weapons which 
can be delivered is not without limits. You 
have some limits. And my impression is 
that the West is close to that limit. The vio-
lence, the savagery of Putin’s army is such 
that we will probably need for Ukraine 
more than we can deliver.

After that, you also have the question 
[of] when the weapons are available. The 
[timing of delivery] is not easy. It’s a huge 
performance to deliver some weapons in 
such a quantity to a country which is 
[being] scrutinized by the FSB (Russia’s 
Federal Security Service), with [Russia con-
trolling the airspace]. It’s a very impressive 
performance [and] we succeeded in deliv-
ering weapons, which, by the way, are still 
relatively unknown.

RFE/RL: It’s quite clear that some coun-
tries are more willing to deliver than oth-
ers. And when you see, for example, the 
Eastern Europeans giving what they’ve got, 
and then the Western Europeans being hes-

itant about giving even a fraction of that, 
that raises some questions, doesn’t it?

Mr. Levy: One of the theses which I hear 
very often is that, for example, my country 
does not do enough. I’m not sure. I was on 
various front lines recently for this docu-
mentary in Ukraine and I saw some French 
weapons, some CAESAR [self-propelled 
howitzers], and so on. So, I think that there 
is a real, strong, unprecedented solidarity 
with Ukraine.

RFE/RL: I want to ask you about 
President Zelenskyy himself and to quote 
you once again. Before the war, you said 
you hoped but were unsure that he would 
pass the exam that lay ahead of him. Three 
months on, has he passed?

Mr. Levy: I said it when I met him in 
2019, I think. I met him for the first time 
before his election. And, of course, I wasn’t 
sure. We spoke about Putin. And I asked 
him: What will happen when you confront 
Putin? Do you feel that you are strong 
enough and so on? By the way, he said, 
“Yes,” and he’s right.

On the very day of the invasion, this man 
was just great. No question. On the very 
day, it did not take [him even] one hour to 
[rise to] the level of the event. He revealed 
himself to be a hero overnight. He found 
the behavior of [British wartime leader 
Winston] Churchill in London in 1940. … I 
never saw in my lifetime such a metamor-
phosis in a normal [head] of state, not 
shaped for a tragic destiny. My feeling is 
that Mr. Zelenskyy was not ready for that. 
And nevertheless, overnight, it happened. 
He incarnated the resistance of his people 
and he became a pure hero.

Today, if there is an image of heroism in 
Europe, it is him. Today, if there is an 
embodiment of the old European values of 
chivalry, it is him. Today, there is one name 
that added itself to the list of the founding 
fathers of Europe: Robert Schuman, Jean 
Monnet, Konrad Adenauer, Charles De 
Gaulle, and so on.

One morning to the list of the founding 
fathers of Europe [was added] this young 
man, Volodymyr Zelenskyy. This young 

“Putin as a great chess player is an insult to 
chess. … He’s not even a chess player. ... He 
miscalculated everything, he [made mistakes 
at] every point. He did not know his army, did 
not know the state of his weapons, misinter-
preted the reaction of the West. He underesti-
mated Mr. Zelenskyy. In politics, he is just a 
zero. Vladimir the Little.”

– Bernard-Henri Levy

(Continued on page 19)
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What to watch for at key European Union summit

No shirt buttons, no airbags, buggy smartphones: Russia’s economy enters the ‘Twilight Zone’

by Rikard Jozwiak
RFE/RL

The European Commission recommend-
ed in mid-June that Ukraine and Moldova 
be granted European Union (EU) candidate 
status, while Georgia must fulfill a number 
of conditions before candidate status can 
even be considered.

At a summit in Brussels on June 23-24, 
leaders of all 27 EU states were expected to 
consider all three membership applica-
tions. But aside from those possible banner 
developments, there are other key develop-
ments worth watching closely.

Approved candidate status for 
Ukraine, Moldova … but not Georgia

All indications suggest that EU leaders 
will approve the recommendations set out 
by the European Commission in mid-June. 
That means that both Ukraine and Moldova 
will get candidate status on the evening of 
June 23 but must fulfil a number of condi-
tions to advance further on their respective 
accession paths. Georgia, on the other hand, 
will first face a number of conditions before 
the country can even achieve candidate sta-
tus.

Perhaps, however, the most interesting 
part in the latest EU summit draft seen by 
RFE/RL is a sentence related to Ukraine 
and Moldova that reads: “The [European] 
Council will decide on further steps once all 
these conditions are fully met.” Does that 
mean that Ukraine and Moldova will be 
ready to open accession talks once those 
conditions are met or does it mean that 
even more conditions will then be imposed 
before any further steps? This would be the 
first time the EU has given candidate status 

but also attached conditions, so Ukraine 
and Moldova would very much be in 
unchartered territory.

Likely disappointment  
for the Western Balkans again

While EU leaders will likely take the his-
toric step in indicating that Ukraine, 
Moldova and Georgia will one day be a part 
of the bloc, the EU hopefuls in the Western 
Balkans might be in for another disappoint-
ing summit. Leaders from Albania, Bosnia-
Herzegovina, Kosovo, Montenegro, North 
Macedonia and Serbia are all expected to 
be in Brussels to meet their EU counter-
parts on June 23 for a Western Balkans 
meeting ahead of the larger summit. North 
Macedonia, Montenegro, Albania, Serbia 
and Turkey are all official candidates to join 
the EU, but both Bosnia and Kosovo are 
only potential candidate countries.

On June 21, the Albanian Prime Minister 
Edi Rama questioned whether it would 
even make sense for them to show up if the 
meeting results in another “no, sorry,” fol-
lowing similar gatherings where Brussels 
didn’t dish out any goodies. Since then, he 
has confirmed his presence, although the 
mood among the aspiring Balkan countries 
is more than a little downbeat.

There is still a chance that North 
Macedonia and Bulgaria can patch up their 
differences ahead of or during the summit 
so that Skopje, together with Albania, can 
get a green light to start EU accession nego-
tiations.

However, Bosnia-Herzegovina will not 
get candidate status, as the vast majority of 
EU member states believe it hasn’t carried 
out enough reforms in the last few years, 
and Kosovo’s hopes of finally getting visa 

liberalization look set to be dashed even 
though there might be a commitment to 
kickstart the political process on that front 
later in the fall.

Macron’s new European political 
community

This summit will be heavy on talk of EU 
enlargement but, make no mistake, the idea 
of increasing the membership of the club 
still makes some countries, especially in the 
western part of the EU, a bit queasy. That is 
why EU leaders are also set to discuss 
French President Emmanuel Macron’s 
recent idea of a new European Political 
Community over dinner on June 23.

The French discussion paper, circulated 
in Brussels last week, calls for the creation 
of a new political body with decision-mak-
ing powers that would meet several times a 
year at various political levels and would be 
open to all European states “that share a 
common set of democratic values.”

While Paris has tried hard to explain that 
this new creation wouldn’t be a substitute 
for EU enlargement, some countries are 
very wary, fearing that Ukraine and the 
countries of the Western Balkans would be 
stuck forever in a sort of EU “halfway 
house.” Expect some heated exchange on 
this one, especially with a French president 
coming off a real drubbing in parliamenta-
ry elections over the weekend who may not 
be too keen to compromise.

Running out of ideas on Russia

A large chunk of the summit will, under-
standably, be devoted to Russia’s war on 
Ukraine – but there is a distinct feeling, 
both inside and outside of Brussels, that the 
bloc is running out of new ideas. There will 

be a call to further increase military sup-
port to Kyiv and to grant Ukraine another 
financial aid package worth up to 9 billion 
euros ($9.5 billion).

When it comes to the grain stuck in the 
port of Odesa, due to a Russian naval block-
ade, many in Brussels are still hoping that 
the United Nations secretary general might 
be able to solve the issue. And regarding 
Moscow’s vocal threats against Lithuania 
for blocking Russian goods sanctioned by 
the EU from entering the Russian exclave of 
Kaliningrad, there are still discussions on 
whether any written support for Vilnius 
will make it into the final declaration.

Even on sanctions, the fatigue is appar-
ent in Brussels’ corridors of power. After 
having struggled to adopt the last round of 
restrictive measures, notably a Russian oil 
embargo with numerus loopholes, the 
draft text is rather vague: “work will con-
tinue on sanctions, including to strengthen 
implementation and prevent circumven-
tion.”

While some countries are pushing for 
more and deeper sanctions, one EU official 
who wished to remain anonymous wearily 
told me that “we only have gas and nuclear 
left to target now, but considering how 
hard it was to agree on the oil and looking 
at the galloping inflation and energy pric-
es, I think we might not be ready for that 
now.”

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/eu-summit-mem-
bership-ukraine-moldova-georgia/3191 
0472.html).

by Mike Eckel
RFE/RL

The newest car model unveiled by 
Russia’s biggest auto manufacturer earlier 
this month is generating buzz, but not nec-
essarily for the right reasons.

The buzz about AvtoVAZ’s Lada Granta 
Classic – priced to sell at 678,300 rubles 
($12,500) – is about what it doesn’t have: 
no airbags, no antilock brakes, no electron-
ic stability system, no pretensioners to 
make the seat belts work properly and no 
global positioning system. But it does have 
an engine that complies with emissions 
standards from 26 years ago.

The reason for all this?
Western sanctions, imposed to punish 

Russia for its invasion of Ukraine, have dis-
rupted imports and roiled supply chains 
where crucial foreign parts and goods 
come from.

Not just the butt of Russian jokes, the 
new Lada is the latest in a growing number 
of examples showing the staggering trans-
formation that Russia’s economy is grap-
pling with, and it’s doing so on a scale not 
seen in at least a generation.

Smartphones aren’t working properly. 
Food packaging has to be printed without 
labels. Clothing factories can’t find buttons 
to sew on shirts.

The Kremlin is betting that fiscal and 
industrial policies will help its economy 
withstand the shocks and substitute miss-
ing imports with homegrown Russian ver-
sions.

President Vladimir Putin alluded to this 
wager last week during what used to be 
Russia’s marquee annual investors’ event, 
though he asserted that his government 
has already had considerable success in 
softening the blow.

“The economic blitzkrieg launched 
against Russia has failed,” Putin told an 
audience at the St. Petersburg International 
Economic Forum that was substantially 
smaller than previous years.

Russian policy makers are hoping that 
appeals to nationalism have girded the 
populace for hardship and that consumers 
will be willing to tighten their belts without 
losing patience with the war, which is about 
to enter its fifth month following the 
February invasion.

But some pragmatic voices have spoken 
up publicly, warning that those who are 
hoping that Russia will replicate some of 
the success it had after a first set of 
Western sanctions was imposed as punish-
ment for the 2014 seizure of Ukraine’s 
Crimean Peninsula are unrealistic.

“Replacing everything is senseless, eco-
nomically impractical and simply impossi-
ble,” said Sergei Chemezov, a longtime con-
fidant of Putin and now head of the state-
owned defense conglomerate Rostec.

“Not a single developed country in the 
world does this. Isolation, including techno-
logical isolation, and attempting to do every-
thing on your own is a road to nowhere,” he 
wrote in a June 15 opinion column.

Mr. Chemezov also dinged Russian poli-
cy makers, saying that more should have 

been done to diversify and deepen the 
country’s economy.

“Russia was expecting something like 
this and to a large extent had time to pre-
pare,” he wrote. “Of course, there can be no 
illusions here. We did not manage to do 
everything – there was too little time, 
because the same path took decades for 
Western countries.”

Longtime Russia analysts said the econ-
omy is not on the verge of outright collapse, 
like what happened after the 1991 Soviet 
breakup.

“But we’re talking about a return to the 
Brezhnev era, where modernization stops 
and it’s this stasis-type of situation with 
lifestyles [and] people have few choices,” 
said Chris Weafer, founder of the consultan-
cy group Macro-Advisory, referring to the 
period under Soviet leader Leonid Brezh-
nev in the 1970s when the Soviet economy 
stagnated.

“The economy’s now going into a twi-
light zone,” he said.

Guns and butter

After Russia occupied Crimea in 2014, 
Western nations sought to punish Moscow 
by imposing a raft of sanctions, targeting 
key companies and also influential individ-
uals in and close to the government.

In response, Putin imposed bans on 
Western foods like apples, dairy and more, 
and the government sought to reengineer 
the economy wholesale to make it less 
dependent on imports. He also continued 
backing fiscal policies that turned the coun-

try’s sovereign wealth fund into one of the 
world’s largest.

For things like some food items, it argu-
ably worked. Artisanal cheese makers, for 
example, not only managed to replace 
imports of Italian Parmesan, but drew pow-
erful praise from some food critics.

For things like military and defense tech-
nology, not much changed. Russia’s military 
industrial complex, heir to Soviet-era plan-
ning, continued to produce planes and 
tanks, many of which are being deployed – 
and destroyed – in the war on Ukraine. 
Russian defense plants lost access to some 
of Ukraine’s military manufacturers, but it 
wasn’t a sea-change loss.

For many other sectors of the economy, 
not much changed either: Imports contin-
ued as before, along with trade and integra-
tion with the global economy.

That included computer chips, for which 
Russia has no domestic manufacturing 
capacity. And it included the IT and high-
tech sectors, which rely heavily on the cod-
ing, programmers and software prowess of 
the West to stay current.

The Russian government ordered state 
agencies to stop using foreign software – 
Microsoft Office, for example – in 2015, the 
year after the seizure of Crimea. Four years 
later, 90 percent of the software used by 
state firms was still foreign-sourced.

“They can make basic food items, and 
they can send rockets to space, but they 
really haven’t created the middle industries 
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We were excited and heartened to learn that the European Union (EU) 
announced just before The Ukrainian Weekly was going to print on June 23 that 
it had formally agreed to grant Ukraine candidate status in the 27-member bloc. 
All 27 EU member states formally approved the decision.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy called the vote “historic.”
“Sincerely commend EU leaders’ decision at #EUCO to grant Ukraine a candi-

date status,” Mr. Zelenskyy wrote on Twitter. “It’s a unique and historical 
moment in Ukraine-EU relations.”

The head of the bloc’s executive body, European Council (EC) President 
Charles Michel also called it “a historic moment.”

“Today marks a crucial step on your path towards the EU,” Mr. Michel tweet-
ed, referring to Ukraine and Moldova, the two new countries that were granted 
candidate status. “Our future is together.”

While the move formally puts Ukraine on the path to membership in the 
European Union, that membership is not guaranteed, and Kyiv will meet the 
requirements of the Copenhagen criteria, the rules that define whether a country 
can join the EU. Those criteria stipulate that a country must have the institutions 
needed to preserve human rights and democratic self-governance, that it accepts 
the obligations and intent of the EU and that it has a functioning market economy.

In concluding the EU summit, members will also draft a final declaration that, 
according to RFE/RL, will also reiterate “the bloc’s call for investigations into 
possible war crimes committed in Ukraine” by Russia.

“International humanitarian law, including on the treatment of prisoners of 
war, must be respected. Ukrainians, notably children, who have been forcibly 
removed to Russia must be immediately allowed to return safely,” the final docu-
ment says, according to the RFE/RL report. “Russia, Belarus and all those 
responsible for war crimes and the other most serious crimes will be held to 
account for their actions, in accordance with international law.”

Taken together, these are two important statements by the EU. By granting 
Ukraine candidate status, the bloc has taken a step toward recognizing what Mr. 
Zelenskyy has been arguing since Russia first invaded Ukraine eight years ago 
and has reiterated forcefully since the full-scale war began on February 24.  
Ukrainians are fighting and dying for the very values the West, and the EU spe-
cifically, says it holds dear.  Indeed, they are the very values at the heart of the 
Copenhagen criteria.

And by reiterating that investigations must be conducted into possible war 
crimes committed in Ukraine by Russia the EU is also signaling to Russian 
President Vladimir Putin that Europe intends to hold him and his military 
accountable for the atrocities they have committed in Ukraine. While these are 
both good initial steps, they are also just that – initial steps.  We urge the 
European Union to expedite its work with Ukrainian officials and continue mov-
ing the country toward membership in the bloc, and we long for the day when 
we see Russian officials taken to The Hague to be tried for any and all war 
crimes they have committed in Ukraine.

The Ukrainian Weekly

Last year, on June 30, 2021, China’s Ministry of Commerce 
announced that Ukraine and China signed an agreement to work 
together on road, bridge and railway projects as part of Beijing’s 
ambitious Belt and Road Initiative.

The Associated Press reported that Ukraine withdrew its initial 
intention to sign a joint statement at the United Nation’s Human 

Rights Council in Geneva that was critical of Beijing’s treatment of its Muslim minorities.
Citing anonymous sources, the AP also said diplomats in Geneva said China had refused to 

ship China-made COVID-19 vaccine doses to Ukraine if Kyiv supported the U.N. statement.
Ukraine denied the accusations of China using vaccine supplies to apply pressure. Five 

days later, Beijing announced the infrastructure deal and both sides had not disclosed a 
monetary amount for the project.

In 2021, China was Ukraine’s largest trading partner and China sought ownership of 
the Motor Sich aviation manufacturing company located in Zaporizhia Oblast. China had 
filed a $3.5 billion lawsuit against Ukraine for wrongfully taking over the firm after freez-
ing its shares in the company in 2018.

China’s Belt and Road Initiative runs through south and central Asia, and into Europe, 
with maritime and overland routes that connect with Africa and the Mediterranean Sea. 
Ukraine is among 68 other countries that have signed infrastructure agreements with 
China as part of this initiative, that includes a railway network that connects London to the 
Chinese city of Yiwu.

The Nashi Hroshi (Our Money) Ukrainian watchdog in late June 2021 wrote that bid-
ding for the projects were not transparent and did not go through the electronic ProZorro 
platform. The group also warned that no oversight would take place on this endeavor.

Chinese construction in Ukraine was to include a toll road, built by Changda 
Engineering Company, and the beltway will link Kyiv to Odesa and Chop in westernmost 
Zakarpattia Oblast.

Russia’s full-scale war on Ukraine, which began on February 24, has jeopardized 
China’s infrastructure plans in Ukraine, and has forced Beijing to modify its road and rail-
way projects to bypass Ukraine as China maintains its relationship with Russia.

Source: “China deepens economic integration with Ukraine: Move comes days after Kyiv 
backed out of signing U.N. statement critical of Beijing,” by Mark Raczkiewicz, The Ukrainian 
Weekly, July 11, 2021.

June
30
2021

Turning the pages back...

by Ihor N. Stelmach

Prior to the beginning of Moscow’s full-
scale war on Ukraine that began on 
February 24, military experts around the 
globe speculated on the outcome of a possi-
ble war between the neighboring countries. 
Such experts often evaluate the strength of 
a nation by examining its diplomatic, infor-
mational, military and economic capabili-
ties, which they refer to by the acronym 
DIME. These four classifications help 
national leaders and military strategists 
evaluate how their country stacks up 
against another in a competitive situation. 
Hindsight tells us that Vladimir Putin and 
his closest advisers judged Ukraine’s rela-
tive strength through the above traditional 
formula, completely ignoring an intangible 
component buried within the military clas-
sification. They did not take into account 
Ukrainians’ grit and determination to fight. 
Some would say Ukraine is renowned for 
its competitive culture.

Prior to the February 24 invasion of 
Ukraine, an analysis of Russian versus 
Ukrainian combat strength was compara-
ble to a boxing match where one opponent 
had a huge advantage in height, weight and 
reach. Those who focused on the numbers 
in a potential military conflict between 
Ukraine and Russia predicted what 
amounted to a military first-round knock-
out in favor of Moscow. However, just like in 
boxing, size is only one part of the story. 
Sometimes an undersized adversary steps 
into the boxing ring with an outsized 
amount of grit and determination. A fighter 
puts it all on the line, consequences be 
damned. Sometimes that undersized adver-
sary is a loyal-to-the-cause Ukrainian who 
enters the heavyweight division and shocks 
the world. Boxing is not war, but compari-
sons can be made between the two.

In ancient history, the Greeks knew that a 
strong boxing culture assists in developing a 
strong competitive culture. When a state 
finds itself in a situation of survival, its peo-
ple who grew up fighting in sport will find 
they have an advantage in battle. Young citi-
zens in ancient Greece were educated in 
fighting sports, among them boxing, wres-
tling and martial arts. The ancient Greeks 
believed that becoming adept in these 
sports would prove valuable in future con-
frontations when defending their cities from 
invading forces. In his teachings, Aristotle 
utilized boxing to define the development 
of individual character and courage.

Soldiers who go to war for their coun-
tries armed with the advantages of a com-
bat sports education enter the conflict with 
a familiar feeling in their gut. This is not to 
say that sports are the same as actual com-
bat, but there are valuable similarities that 
can help individuals prepare for war. While 
stepping into a ring with laced up boxing 
gloves is not the same as jumping into a 
Blackhawk helicopter holding a rifle, a 
trained boxer is better mentally prepared 
for military combat than an individual with 
no similar sports training.

If a society has high regard for and sup-
ports combat sports, its people learn to 
respect their champion fighters as exam-
ples of grit and determination, of courage 
and dedication. They adore fighters they 
follow on television and hope to emulate 
their courage and fighting spirit. Vitali and 
Wladimir Klitschko, professional boxing 
champions and heroes of Ukraine, have 
been leaders in their country’s defense 

against Russia, setting a high standard in 
bravery and selflessness. Very few people 
were surprised to hear that the Klitschko 
brothers stayed in the country to fight, 
despite having the ability and financial 
resources to flee Ukraine. Ukrainian boxing 
fans knew they had the fortitude to fight 
and potentially die on the world stage, just 
as they were prepared to do while they 
fought in the ring against so many danger-
ous fighters. Upon witnessing the Klitschko 
brothers getting ready to defend their 
home, boxers Vasyl Lomachenko and 
Oleksandr Usyk followed suit, joining terri-
torial defense battalions. The moves sur-
prised nary a soul in Ukraine.

The Ukrainian people are now well-
known for their passionate, intense patrio-
tism. Because many Ukrainians have grown 
up without the same privileges enjoyed by 
many of their European neighbors, they 
learn to be resilient through necessity, and 
they respect individuals who prosper while 
overcoming significant challenges. Boxers 
thrive in such an environment. They not 
only develop technical skills in a boxing 
ring, but the sport compels them to blend 
tenacity and passion into a creative, pugilis-
tic art. When much of the country respects 
and honors these qualities in boxing, they 
also become infused in the culture for later 
generations. Mothers and fathers teach 
their children about the courage and heart 
of a champion when watching boxing 
matches together. Developing this culture 
of national courage and tenacity is also an 
important investment in the future of a 
country and its people. Of course, no coun-
try hopes to demonstrate its national cour-
age in war. But, unfortunately, for some 
countries there is no choice.

This does not mean that Ukraine will 
win the war against Russia. Indeed, Russia 
also has a strong representation in combat 
sports and Russians have historically dis-
played their share of courage. Alexander 
Povetkin would likely defend his Russian 
hometown in the same manner as the 
Klitschkos have done. A country’s fighting 
culture is only one element of its broader 
diplomatic, informational, and economic 
capabilities.  And, even if a country’s fight 
culture is strong, it must still have the will 
to fight. The great heavyweight boxing 
champion Muhammad Ali serves as good 
example. He had the will to fight in the box-
ing ring, but he did not believe he should 
fight in war.

Kremlin war strategists may want to 
examine fight culture before they predict 
the outcome of any future conflicts they ini-
tiate. Some of their other neighbors, such 
as Latvia and Lithuania, have a dispropor-
tionate number of world-class boxers as 
compared with their population. Their peo-
ple also highly regard and emulate their 
champions.

Sons and daughters who have been 
taught to fight their way off the ropes, to 
slide, counter and circle as they jab at their 
opponent, have also been mentally prepared 
to aim a stinger missile at an approaching 
helicopter and pull the trigger in spite of the 
danger at hand. When military combat 
threatens their very existence, Ukrainians 
well trained in boxing or other martial 
sports will likely make all the difference in 
their country’s ability to win this war.

Ihor N. Stelmach covers sports for The 
Ukrainian Weekly.  He may be reached at 
iman@sfgsports.com.

Boxing culture of grit and determination have 
prepared Ukrainians for the fight of their lives

Ukraine is now a candidate  
for EU membership

 COMMentArY
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by Walter Zaryckyj

During the first hours of Russia’s war on 
Ukraine, when it became clear that 
Vladimir Putin was mounting a full-scale 
invasion rather than any one of the smaller 
anticipated incursions into Ukraine, most 
leading analysts of the region took to the 
airwaves to make some rather dire fore-
casts and dispense their advice to the 
Ukrainians. It was predicted that border cit-
ies in Ukraine’s north and east as well as 
coastal cities in the south might fall within 
a day or two and that the capital, Kyiv, 
would be forced to surrender within a 
week. Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy was advised to move the seat of 
government to the western city of Lviv, or 
better (worse) yet, set up shop in exile. The 
Ukrainian Armed Forces, in turn, were told 
to head for the Carpathian Mountains and 
convert to insurgency-style warfare.

As the hours turned into days, it became 
apparent that the dire predictions of swift 
failure might be off base and that the grim 
advice given to the Ukrainian government 
to evacuate was premature. The dreaded 
quick drive into Kyiv seemed stalled after 
preparatory air assaults on the airports of 
the capital had not worked out as planned. 
With this in mind, Mr. Zelenskyy not only 
decided to stay in Kyiv, but he opted to 
use his office on Bankova Street in the heart 
of capital to give daily briefings to the 
Ukrainian nation in a gesture of defiance.

As the days turned into weeks, the dire 
predictions were proving to be shockingly 
wrong and the advice to abandon Kyiv was 
truly ill conceived. In the south, a fierce bat-
tle in Mykolayiv not only held up any 
advance by Russia to Odesa, but it pushed 
those forces back to Kherson. In the east, 
the attack on Kharkiv had gone badly 
enough to warrant a decision by Russian 
forces to bypass it. And, in the north, 
Russians had begun a grand repositioning 
in city after city – including Kyiv itself – in 
what looked like a not so grand withdrawal. 
Meanwhile, Mr. Zelenskyy was audacious 
enough to turn his briefings to the nation 
into walking tours of Kyiv.

The unfolding of events in Ukraine’s 
favor initially elicited disbelief, followed by 
a period of cautious skepticism and finally a 
full-throated admission of astonishment 
when the Russians actually began leaving 
the northern cities. Once astonishment and 
amazement entered the picture, an inevita-
ble moment of self-reflection occurred. The 
Western media turned back to its pundits 
and experts and asked them a blunt ques-
tion: “How could all of you have gotten the 
whole matter so wrong?” The question 
launched a tsunami of mea culpas. Media 
outlet after media outlet witnessed a 
gnashing of the teeth followed by a lot of 
swallowing of pride.

Once the self-flagellation subsided, a 
number of military analysts asked a follow 
up set of questions: Were the Russians real-
ly this bad? Was it possible that the Russian 
army was only suited for parades on Red 
Square to celebrate World War II victories? 
The new queries coincided with news that 
Russia’s repositioning gambit was turning 
into an open, headlong retreat from all 
points north in Ukraine (leaving a set of 
atrocities on full display to be judged in the 
future as war crimes). At that moment, the 
“Russia has proved to be weaker than 
expected” narrative took over.

While the weak Russia storyline firmly 
took hold of the air waves, another narra-
tive quietly appeared. That narrative 
focused on the astounding resourcefulness 
and resilience of the Ukrainian Armed 
Forces – an intriguing minor miracle, given 

that Ukraine until that point had been 
treated as an object rather than as a subject 
capable of having an impact of its own on 
matters.

Though clearly an insightful construct, 
the Ukrainian resilience and tenacity narra-
tive was unable to gain traction because, in 
a matter of days, the Russians indicated 
they were no longer interested in the 
northern cities or northern eastern cities; 
their objective had always been and 
remained the Donbas. There was no admis-
sion of any errors or flaws in the mission. 
Rather, the Kremlin, in a matter-of-fact 
tone, explained that, in the first phase of the 
war, the task was to exhaust the Ukrainian 
forces thoroughly. In phase two, Russian 
forces would break through the Ukrainian 
defenses in Izyum in the northern Donbas, 
and they would do the same in Mariupol in 
the southern Donbas. They would then pro-
ceed to encircle Ukrainian forces in the cen-
tral Donbas and fight a classic tank-on-
tank-battle and ultimately seize control of 
the entire area in the aftermath.

If, for a time, Russian bravado prevailed 
and recaptured the headlines, the war, 
presently in its fourth month, has seen the 
sheen come off of Russia’s blustering pro-
nouncements. That Russian bravado has 
been severely eroded by the sinking of the 
Russian Black Sea flagship Moskva, con-
tinuing reports of Russian generals getting 
killed, as well as Russian command posts 
being turned into rubble and the very 
uneven or tepid progress in the Donbas, 
despite all the hype about Russia’s vaunted 
artillery. In its stead, a tweaked version of 
the Ukrainian resilience theme has quietly 
reappeared. Western media has focused on 
a historical perspective in attempting to 
measure the capacity of Ukrainians for sus-
tained tenacity. In a particularly poignant 
case in point, a recent interview featured a 
Donbas farmer working in an armored 
tractor with his combat class helmet on, 
trying to get his seeds planted despite all of 
the devastation around him. Beaming with 
pride at doing his duty to the homeland, he 
professed that his Kozak ancestors would 
have expected no less.

The phenomenon deserves to be hearti-
ly lauded. In fact, the approach should be 
recognized as offering real hope for finally 
getting a handle on the general direction of 
a conflict that is already defining the early 
21st Century. Few observers of the war 
would now deny that a repeat by the 
Ukrainians of their victory in the Kyiv sub-
urbs would effectively change the outcome 
of the war. At that point, even the occupied 
territories of Luhansk, Donetsk and the 
Crimean Peninsula could be retaken by 
Ukraine.

History is precisely the place where one 
could explore Ukraine’s ability to reprise 
their triumph in the environs of their capi-
tal. Ukrainian history provides a very rich 
record of an ability to persevere (and over-
come) in the face of frightening military 
odds, but four key episodes in the story of 
Ukraine will suffice to make the point.

The first episode includes the ancestors 
that the contemporary Ukrainian farmer 
deemed so worthy of mentioning as his 
spiritual mentors – the Kozaky. The 
Zaporizhian Host, as the Kozaky came to be 
known collectively, developed in the 15th 
and 16th century into a free-wheeling, land 
owning elite military caste on the frontier 
of Europe that eventually helped create the 
second iteration of the Ukrainian state (the 
Kyiv principality being the first) known as 
the Hetmanate (1647) and then withdrew 
back to their home region to let the 
Hetmanate find its own firm ground with-
out their interference. In 1683, the 

Ottoman Empire decided to make a major 
move on Europe – to conquer its very 
heartland – and arrived at the gates of 
Vienna, seat of the Holy Roman Empire, the 
responsibility of the Habsburgs at the time. 
The Habsburgs wisely put Vienna’s defense 
in the hands of the Polish-Lithuanian 
Confederation ruler Jan Sobieski. He equal-
ly wisely turned to the Zaporizhians for 
help. The Zaporizhians rooted out the 
Ottoman forces in Hungary to tremendous 
effect. After the defeat, the Ottomans never 
ventured back to Europe in a serious way.

The second episode brings back the 
Ukrainians and Poles working in tandem 
against an existential threat to both parties 
– this time, Russian imperialism in its vari-
ous stripes. In early 1919, Symon Petliura, 
head of the third iteration of the Ukrainian 
state (the Ukrainian National Republic), 
having lost control of Kyiv as a result of 
attacks by both ‘White Guardist’ and ‘Red 
Guardist’ Russian armies, turned to fellow 
European Social Democrat, Polish leader 
Josef Pilsudski, to beat back the diverse 
forces of Russian imperium and regain con-
trol of the Ukrainian capital. The two went 
to work quickly and did precisely what 
Petliura intended – they took back Kyiv in 
mid May. However, the Reds (Bolsheviks), 
having defeated the Whites and having 
received reinforcements from Siberia, 
began a new offensive in the summer, first 
driving Petliura and Pilsudski out of Kyiv 
and then heading for Warsaw. 

Petliura and his army had the possibility 
of remaining in Ukraine and turning into an 
insurgent force, but he instead decided to 
stay with Pilsudski and prepare for the 
defense of Warsaw. The Ukrainians, under 
the generalship of Marko Bezruchko, deftly 
kept the Bolshevik army from outflanking 
the Polish army at a critical point in the 
Battle of Warsaw, also known as the 
Miracle on the Vistula. The ensuing victory 
kept Poland and a large number of newly 
minted central and eastern European 
nation states from Bolshevik domination 
for another two decades. In an unfortunate 
endnote, the Ukrainians, did not benefit 
from the Miracle, being splintered into four 
parts by 1920. Worse still, the largest splin-
ter was taken by the Bolsheviks and even-
tually subjected to the Holodomor.

The third episode also includes the 
Bolsheviks but adds another genocidal 
regime, Nazi Germany, into the mix, with 
the Ukrainians stuck in the middle. For all 
of Russia’s present day talk of chasing Nazis 
away from Ukraine, it was one of Putin’s 
predecessors in the Kremlin, Josef Stalin, 
who made a pact of steel in 1939 with his 
maniacal Nazi counterpart, Adolph Hitler, 
to pick up real estate that Moscow had not 
managed to gain in 1920 (following the 
Miracle). Within two years, Hitler, having 
used Stalin’s steel and wheat, which was 
taken from Ukraine, conquered various 
European lands and decided to betray his 
naive buddy and head east. The Great 
Patriotic War ensued.

Ukrainians from the three western splin-
ters – unencumbered by the trappings of a 
Bolshevik mindset – took to opposing both 
totalitarian systems equally. An armed 
underground resistance movement that 
morphed into a more formally structured 
Ukrainian Insurgent Army (UPA) emerged 
to do battle, first with the Nazis in 1943-
1944 and then with the Bolsheviks in 1944-
1952; the valiant struggle received no out-
side aid – it got no Lend Lease program – 
and yet it did not relent. When captured 
and sent to either Nazi or Gulag camps, the 
Ukrainians were reputed to be among the 
toughest nuts to crack.

The final episode begins in the aftermath 

of Ukraine’s struggles in the 1940s and 
early 1950s. While Nazism was extin-
guished, Bolshevism lingered, expanding its 
grip for four decades to all of eastern 
Europe. Additionally, Bolshevism took all of 
Ukraine’s splintered pieces and glued them 
together. By doing so, the red brand of 
Russian imperium made a terrible mistake. 
Western Ukrainians, finally able to live 
together and embrace their eastern broth-
ers and sisters, slowly but with great pur-
pose, brought home via the dissident move-
ment of the 1960s and 1970s the idea of 
ending the last prison of nations. Once an 
opportunity presented itself in 1989-1991, 
Ukrainians bolted for the door. In a referen-
dum in December 1991, 91 percent of the 
country voted to leave the USSR and live in 
an independent Ukraine. In the 2004 
Orange Revolution and the 2014 
Revolution of Dignity, an additional mes-
sage was sent to Russia, which was increas-
ingly sporting a KGB version of Russian 
imperium – that the fourth iteration of the 
Ukrainian state intended to get as far away 
from a “Russian world” as it possibly could.

The reigning ruler in the Kremlin, a self-
styled restorer of the glory of the USSR, got 
the message and struck back with an inva-
sion of the Crimean Peninsula and a hybrid 
war in the Donbas. The move caught 
Ukrainians by surprise, as the military 
under the leadership of former President 
Viktor Yanukovych was reduced to an effec-
tive force of less than 10,000 soldiers. 
Undeterred, the new Ukrainian government 
turned to the veterans of the Revolution of 
Dignity and organized them into volunteer 
battalions. These battalions, eventually 
organized as a National Guard, stepped into 
the breach and stopped Putin’s incursion 
cold in its tracks. The Donbas devolved into 
a trench war – a terribly frustrating result 
for Vlad the Restorer. More frustrating for 
him still, contemporary Ukrainian heroes 
were born in the Donbas fight; the story of 
the vastly outnumbered and outgunned 
Ukrainian cyborgs who defended the 
Donetsk airport for several months filled 
many Ukrainians with pride and they 
became idols to emulate.

Armed with these insights from 
Ukrainian history, it is not difficult to envi-
sion how this war might end. It is clear 
from the evidence that Ukrainians are capa-
ble of punching above – often well above – 
their weight class. It is also abundantly 
clear that they have always possessed that 
capacity. Ukrainians are much like their 
great featherweight champion, Vasyl 
Lomachenko, who, because of his speed, 
dexterity and fighting smarts, has been able 
to conquer the junior lightweight and light-
weight boxing divisions. At the same time, 
the latest news that the U.S. and the U.K. are 
now pouring a large number of weapons 
into Ukraine is akin to Lomachenko acquir-
ing the arms and fists of a Ukrainian heavy-
weight champion – whether Vitaly or 
Volodymyr Klitschko. With all that in mind, 
the end result of Russia’s gambit in the 
Donbas comes into focus, as does the fate of 
Ukraine’s occupied territories in Luhansk, 
Donetsk and the Crimean Peninsula. So, let 
us give credit where credit is due, and all 
else will follow – that is, unless Vlad the 
Bad becomes Vlad the Mad.

Give credit where credit is due, and all else will follow
 COMMentArY
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Participants of Greater Chicago Jewish Festival
express solidarity with Ukraine

by Maria Korkatsch-Groszko

CHICAGO – The Greater Chicago 
Jewish Festival was held in the Cook 
County Forest Preserve in Morton Grove, 
Ill., on June 12. This year’s biennial festi-
val, produced by the non-profit Jewish 
Production Organization for Cultural 
Events and Theater (POCET), featured a 
special segment focused on the war in 
Ukraine.

  Founded and chaired by Michael M. 
Lorge in 1980, the festival is the longest-
running Jewish festival in the United 
States and it is the largest Jewish cultural 
event in Chicago. This year, the festival 
program featured “A Moment for 
Ukraine” segment intended to recognize 
the crisis in Ukraine and to increase 
awareness and support for the current 
humanitarian needs in Ukraine.

The “A Moment for Ukraine” segment 
featured performances by cantor Pavel 
Roytman and Sofi Fraser, accompanied 
by Alex Koffman, violinist and bandlead-
er of the Maxwell Street Klezmer Band.  
Mr. Roytman was born in Mykolayiv, 
Ukraine.  Since February 24, he has orga-
nized and participated in multiple events, 
raising funds and awareness for the peo-
ple of Ukraine.

Ms. Fraser is a Ukrainian songwriter, 
singer, composer, poet and pianist.  She 
has been performing under the name “Sofi 
Fraser Project,” which supports orphanag-
es in Stryi and Znamianka, Ukraine.  Ms. 
Fraser’s hometown is Lviv, Ukraine.  
Ukrainian folk songs were featured in 
Ukrainian, English, Yiddish and Hebrew.

During the segment, Consul General of 
Ukraine in Chicago Serhiy Koledov began 
his remarks with an expression of grati-
tude to the organizers for the invitation 
to the festival.  Mr. Koledov thanked all of 
the Jewish non-governmental organiza-
tions for their humanitarian assistance 

for Ukraine.  He brought to attention the 
expression of solidarity and humanitari-
an support by the Jewish United Fund of 
Metropolitan Chicago (JUF) for Ukraine 
and the Ukrainian people and their 
unequivocal condemnation of Russia’s 
attack on Ukraine.  He reiterated the 
urgent need for critical items in Ukraine.

President Dan I. Diaczun and Vice-
President Pavlo T. Bandriwsky of the 
Ukrainian Congress Committee of 
America-Illinois Division, together with 
others from the Ukrainian community in 
Chicago and the surrounding suburbs, 
also attended the event. 

Maria Korkatsch-Groszko, Ph.D., is vice-
president of the Ukrainian Congress 
Committee of America-Illinois Division 
and a professor emerita at Northeastern 
Illinois University in Chicago.

Pictured during the Greater Chicago 
Jewish Festival in Morton Grove, Ill., on 
June 12 were (from left to right) 
President of the Ukrainian Congress 
Committee of America-Illinois Division 
Dan I. Diaczun, Consul General of 
Ukraine in Chicago Serhiy Koledov, Sofi 
Fraser, Cantor Pavel Roytman and Vice-
President of the Ukrainian Congress 
Committee of America-Illinois Division 

Pavlo T. Bandriwsky.

Oleksandr Svystun

The same pattern of denial of disagree-
able reality is applied to the international 
dimension of the war, but here the Kremlin 
is often forced to exercise awkward back-
pedaling from earlier ambitious positions. 
Preventing the further enlargement of the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) 
was long ago elevated as a major goal of 
Russia’s policy. But now that Finland and 
Sweden are proceeding with their deci-
sions to join the Alliance, Putin finds it 
opportune to downplay the issue. In turn, 
mainstream Russian pundits argue that the 
accession is by no means a done deal and 
that Turkey is perfectly positioned to block 
it (Russiancouncil.ru, June 15). Similarly, 
Ukraine’s aspiration to join the European 
Union was once condemned as unaccept-
able. But presently, as France and Germany 
have taken a common stance and the status 
of a candidate state will likely be granted to 
Ukraine on June 24-25, Putin shrugs it off, 
declaring only that the EU has completely 
lost its “political sovereignty” (Izvestia, 
June 17). Moscow frequently resorts to 
nuclear threats, but there is no correspon-
dence between this brinksmanship and 
Western collective actions. The new 
increase in the supply of heavy weapons to 
Ukraine, called for by United States 
Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin last 
week, was followed by a rather feeble state-
ment from Putin that nuclear weapons 
would only be used to protect Russia’s sov-
ereignty (RIA Novosti, June 17).

Russia is arguably subjected to the most 
punishing humiliations in the economic 
sphere, and Putin devoted most of his 
speech at the St. Petersburg Economic 
Forum last week to lambasting Western 
sanctions and asserting their utter counter-
productivity (Kommersant, June 17). His 
declarations of the resilience of the Russian 
economy were a mix of misinformation and 
misrepresentation. For instance, Russia’s 
positive trade balance – one of his bragging 
points – is the result of a drastic contrac-
tion in imports, which is detrimental for 
many domestic industries (The Bell, June 
17). It may be possible to reopen the iconic 
McDonald’s restaurant in downtown 
Moscow under a different brand, but the 
airline industry is severely affected by the 
breakdown in supply chains, and the “can-
nibalization” of some Boeing and Airbus 
planes for spare parts can help only so 
much in preserving Russian air traffic (RBC.
ru, June 17). The worst humiliation at the 
rather deflated Forum this year was deliv-
ered – unexpectedly – by Kazakhstan’s 
President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev, who 
firmly excluded any possibility of recogniz-
ing such “quasi-state territories” as 

Donetsk and Luhansk (Kommersant, June 
17). Putin stoically swallowed that pill, as 
many before, but he is keener than ever to 
present every failure of his policy as a 
humiliation of the Russian people, blaming 
the West for fanning and sponsoring 
“Russophobia” (RIA Novosti, June 17).

His attempt to re-forge national unity 
around the cause of confronting the West 
has been far from successful, and the atti-
tude in the propaganda-assaulted society 
to the costs and symbols of the “special mil-
itary operation” remains ambivalent. 
Nothing resembling “patriotic” enthusiasm 
is induced by Putin’s increased public 
appearances (Svoboda.org, June 11). 
Russians are, nevertheless, sensitive to 
such sanctions as the ban from the 
Eurovision song contest or the exclusion of 
Russian athletes from the Wimbledon ten-
nis tournament (Championat.ru, May 24). 
The International Chess Federation (FIDE) 
has taken a more balanced position, dis-
qualifying Sergei Karyakin, outspoken in 
his support for Putin’s war, from the candi-
dates contest in Madrid, while Ian 
Nepomnyashchy is granted an opportunity 
to contest the crown (Nezavisimaya Gazeta, 
June 16). Such nuances matter if the inter-
national community hopes to debunk the 
lies spread by the noisy “war party” in 
Russia and deepen the discontent within 
the seemingly much more numerous “party 
of silence” (Meduza, June 17).

Concerns in the West regarding “humili-
ating” Russia are typically underpinned by 
reflections on the rise of aggressive nation-
alism in Germany, which was severely pun-
ished by the Versailles Treaty that ended 
World War I in 1919. Yet such worries are 
largely misplaced because Putin has 
already exploited to the maximum the bit-
ter disappointment in Russia about the 
fruits of the reforms that followed the col-
lapse of the Soviet Union. He tries to chan-
nel those feelings of resentment into sup-
port for his aggressive “little war.” But the 
pool of such perceptions among the 
Russian population is, in fact, rather shal-
low. Meanwhile the sequence of setbacks 
on all fronts of the armed conflict – to the 
extent that this information penetrates – 
has increased doubts in Russian society 
about its real aims and rationale, rather 
than adding to the urge to secure victory. 
The anti-war sentiment grows from a far 
richer background of Russian culture than 
Putin’s propaganda can draw upon, and it 
is essential to nurture these sources of 
strength in order to turn the Kremlin’s 
forthcoming defeat into a victory for a reha-
bilitated Russia.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)

How Russia...

terattacks? Can they retake some of these 
areas in the south as Russia is focused on 
the Donbas?

Ms. Konaev: We have seen Russia’s lack 
of ability to conduct amphibious operations 
and to resupply and land its forces using 
the Black Sea because of the Ukrainian 
positioning there and their ability to use 
the weapons they’ve been getting from the 
West quite effectively.

Although I’m a bit hesitant to say that 
the Ukrainians will be able to effectively 
retake Kherson. On the one hand, Russia 
doesn’t actually fully control any of the ter-
ritory across the south in an irrefutable 
way. There is also the issue of how Russia 
makes gains, which is that it essentially 
destroys the residential areas and most of 

the cities themselves to a point that a lot of 
them are depopulated. Kherson was largely 
spared, but we have seen this in Mariupol 
and it’s what we’re seeing now in Severo-
donetsk.

So, if Ukrainian forces try to retake 
Kherson, we’re probably going to see the 
fighting intensify by taking a city back 
because any sort of offensive operation 
against a city is extremely violent and also 
extremely costly. So, it would be a big com-
mitment on the Ukrainian side to try to take 
a city that Russia is committed to holding.

(This interview has been edited and con-
densed for clarity.)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/russia-ukraine-
long-war-analysis/31912134.html).

(Continued from page 3)
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The ache of memory in Oleksandr Averbuch’s “The Jewish King”
by Olena Jennings

Oleksandr Averbuch’s latest collection of 
poetry focuses on memory and history. The 
book, written in Ukrainian, is translated as 
“The Jewish King.” The work addresses the 
following questions: How do we carry the 
past with us in our present? Memory is 
where we say goodbye to ourselves and 
carry the weight of others’ experiences. The 
speaker in the book takes on others’ mem-
ories. The reader also takes on these mem-
ories, leaving one shaken from feeling the 
trauma of others.

Author of three books of poetry, Mr. 
Averbuch’s poetry deals with issues of eth-
nic fragmentation and in-betweenness, 
multiple identities, queerness, cross- and 
multilingualism, documentalist writing and 
memory. He is also an avid translator 
between Hebrew, Ukrainian, Russian and 
English.

In the “The Jewish King,” Mr. Averbuch 
makes extensive use of Jewish and 
Christian religious texts and structures, 
starting with the title itself, which conjures 
up the image of Christ being crowned king 
of the Jews, mocked, beaten, crucified and 
resurrected. The individuals readers meet 
in these poems mirror his fate by facing 
horrific trials and are only resurrected 
through memory.

The collection addresses how readers 
embody trauma and trauma embodies indi-
viduals. The first section is called “The Last 
Supper of my Body.” All the ancestors gath-
er over the speaker’s body. The body is a 
vessel that holds memory. Mr. Averbuch 
writes, “Eat in memory of yourself.” You are 
more than the present. You are also the 
past. In the first poem, the protagonist’s 
past generations break bread, eat and drink 
from the protagonist’s body at a table to 
keep their memory alive, mirroring Christ’s 
direction to eat and drink to remember him 
at the last supper. 

The second poem begins, “In ’22. The 
trauma is in burying the bones of Sheina 
and Zysla in the garden. And there is the 
taste of the oil cake he brought to the house 
which lingers in the memory.” The speaker 
only exists in the memory of his grand-
mother. The speaker exists only in the 
memory of his family. In this poem the 
young speaker is also lovingly referred to as 

the king of the Jews by his grandmother, 
echoing the collection’s title. 

my Jewish king
my little puppy
my little bird,
thy kingdom come

In another poem, Mr. Averbuch writes, 
“How can we live through that which has 
already happened.” In other words, how 
will we process it in our memories?

One of the strongest poems in the book 
reveals how memory is carried in objects. 
There is a yellowed fingernail. There is a 
dress. The objects come to represent the 
people that once carried them.  Now the 
speaker carries them. In a later poem, piec-
es of the body also carry memory as Mr. 
Averbuch grounds them in the physical:

a bag of bones
silver hairs
evenly close to the scalp
a handful of bad teeth
(two gold ones)
fell inside
of the voiceless old mouth 

Physical memories are also carried with-

in the speaker:

and his words will be on my arm
and above your eyes
and within your gates 

The poems often have echoes of 
prayer: “I forgive you grandmother/as 
you forgive me.” The way the ancestors 
are addressed is a form of prayer in itself. 
There are also biblical lists. They list who 
has begot whom and later the list of the 
executed.  There are also references to 
the blind kobzars: “And no one saw him, 
and no one heard about him all their 
lives/except the blind one, who said.”

Though written before the full-scale 
Russian invasion of Ukraine, the collec-
tion resonates with today’s war. For 
example, the author writes: “How do I 
return to the city that no longer exists/
home – how do I return.” And further: 
“Renamed streets/as if our swollen arter-
ies.”  The poem ends with one of the most 
powerful lines in the collection: “Where 
are they saying goodbye to me today?” In 
the context of this collection, saying 
goodbye to yourself means taking on the 
lives of ancestors. This is reiterated in the 
next poem where “the sleepless bones of 

ancestors hum.” He also speaks of the 
bullets of memory. In the last poem he 
eloquently writes,

people who leave the place
where they live
during war
take on the faces
of the wounded
sometimes the killed

In the second section, that voice disap-
pears. The ancestors take over. It swells 
with correspondence and their different 
dialects show that they are being written 
in the voices of different people. This sec-
tion is called, “I Will Never Forget About 
You.” The letter writers in their native 
tongues, usually Ukrainian and Russian, 
come alive and readers can imagine them 
written in the handwriting of loved ones. 
Photographs are always mentioned so 
that the reader can envision the contents 
of an envelope coming from afar. The let-
ters act as memories of home. Most of 
them were written during World War II. 
Often the letters inform the family that 
the sender is still alive.

There is a piece of text that resembles 
visual art which comes to represent the 
executed. The names there are written in 
a way that bleeds one into another and 
the reader doesn’t know where to turn 
their attention. But soon one focuses and 
the names seem to stand out from the 
repetition of the word “executed.”

The third section,  “The First 
Impression of Non-Existence,” is written 
in the first person. In the poem that 
reflects the title of the section, Mr. 
Averbuch writes, “as if in an old picture of 
his great grandmother/was the first 
impression of nonexistence.” This section 
is about sharing pain: “Look our wound 
falls/now into your/wound.” This 
advances the idea that we are part of 
something greater than ourselves and 
that something relies on memory. We are 
greater than ourselves as we carry the 
weight of history and, as Mr. Averbuch 
writes, we are looking for our pain to be 
recognized.

Readers may purchase the book online 
at https://duh-i-litera.com/bookstore/
zhidivskij-korol.

 BOOK revIew

Oleksandr Averbuch’s latest collection of poetry focuses on memory and history. The 
book, written in Ukrainian, is translated as ““The Jewish King.”

Courtesy of Olena Jennings

“Then we must help the Ukrainians to 
reverse the dynamic. I will argue for this at 
the Group of Seven summit,” he said.

The Group of Seven (G-7) summit, 
bringing together the heads of state of 
Britain, Canada, France, Germany, Italy, 
Japan and the United States, is scheduled to 
begin on June 26 in Germany.

“In as much as the Ukrainians are in a 
position to start a counteroffensive, it 
should be supported with equipment that 
they demand from us,” he said.

A victory for Ukraine – or failure for 
Russia – would at least see Ukraine regain 
the status quo that was there before Russia 
invaded, he said.

The G-7 also is likely to discuss the fate 
of a Russian turbine blocked in Canada and 
blamed for reducing gas supplies to 
Germany, Canada’s natural resources min-
ister was quoted as saying in June 22.

“If you talk to the Germans, they are 
very, very concerned about” a decline in 

gas supplies allegedly caused by the miss-
ing turbine, Jonathan Wilkinson told 
Reuters.

“I’m sure it’ll come up at least in the cor-
ridors of the G-7. ... I wouldn’t hold my 
breath that we’re going to find a resolution 
before the end,” Mr. Wilkinson said.

Gazprom last week cut deliveries 
through the Nord Stream 1 pipeline at the 
Portovaya compressor station, saying the 
move was necessary “due to untimely 
return of gas pumping units from repair by 
Siemens.” The equipment was sent to 
Canada for repairs.

Germany called the move a “political 
decision” and said the repairs did not war-
rant a reduction in gas flow to the extent 
that Gazprom announced.

On the battlefield, Russian forces cap-
tured two towns near the embattled cities 
of Lysychansk and Severodonetsk in the 
Luhansk region, Ukraine’s military said on 
June 21.

The captured towns – Pidlisne and 
Myrna Dolyna – are in the direction of 
Toshkivka-Pidlisne, Ukraine’s General Staff 
said in its evening report.

The Ukrainian command also said 
Russian forces had had partial success in 
the area of Horske and in the direction of 
Bila Hor, while Ukrainian soldiers success-
fully repulsed an assault in the direction of 
Vysokiy.

Ukraine confirmed earlier that Russia 
had taken the frontline village of Toshkivka.

British intelligence said Russia’s offen-
sive, backed by intensive heavy artillery 
fire, had the primary objective of envelop-
ing the Severodonetsk area from Izyum in 
the north and Popasna in the south.

Despite mounting casualties, the intelli-
gence bulletin said Russia was “highly like-
ly preparing to attempt to deploy a large 
number of reserve units to the Donbas.”

Mr. Zelenskyy said the military situation 
was very difficult.

“That is really the toughest spot. The 
occupiers are pressing strongly,” Mr. 
Zelenskyy said in an evening video address.

In Severodonetsk, Ukrainian defenders 
held on to the Azot chemical plant in the 
city. About 500 civilians are sheltering at 
the plant, and Mr. Hayday said in an inter-
view with the AP that Russian forces were 

turning the area “into ruins.”
The Ukrainian command also said its 

forces repulsed a reconnaissance attempt 
in and around Metyolkine, which Ukraine 
has confirmed was captured by the 
Russians.

The head of the Kharkiv regional state 
administration, Oleh Synegubov, said at 
least 15 civilians were killed in the region 
by Russian shelling on June 21.

Six died in and around Kharkiv and 
another six in Chuhuyiv, some 40 kilome-
ters southeast of Kharkiv, Mr. Synegubov 
said. Three died in Zolochiv, 40 kilometers 
northwest of the city.

The command reported Russian shelling 
of settlements in Kramatorsk, Bakhmut, 
Avdiyivka, Novopavlovsk and Zaporizhia.

(With reporting by Reuters, AFP, BBC, 
CNN and TASS)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-eu-status-
intensive-fighting/31907656.html).
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– for making cars, for example. That middle 
bit of the economy is still missing,” Mr. 
Weafer said.

Following the February 24 invasion, 
Western nations bludgeoned the Russian 
economy with a set of unprecedented sanc-
tions.

The most extreme predictions for how 
much the Russian economy will contract 
this year are around 12-15 percent. More 
modest estimates say it will be between 
7-9 percent. But still, even Russian econo-
mists say it will be severe.

“The current recession is of a transfor-
mational, structural nature and will be big-
ger in scale and length in all scenarios” 
than the last one, Russian central bank 
researchers said in a report released in 
April, referring to the downturn caused by 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

In the aftermath, scores of Western com-
panies either paused their operations in 
Russia or pulled out altogether.

That has exposed major holes in Russian 
domestic manufacturing capabilities and 
supply chain disruptions.

The paper industry, for example, was 
unable to meet demand for bleached paper 
supplies, and packaging manufacturers 
said they were unable to obtain inks used 
in printing packaging. The company that 
took over the McDonald’s franchise in 
Russia reopened its flagship restaurant in 
Moscow, but hamburgers and french fry 
wrappers were blank.

“All of our wood is Russian, but bleach-
ing chemicals were imported. Now, pro-
ducers are switching to alternative suppli-
ers, developing their own chemicals, but 

this also takes time. In the food industry, 
raw materials are domestic, and the usual 
foreign packaging urgently needs to be 
replaced,” Elvira Nabiullina, the head of the 
central bank, told lawmakers on April 21.

“And all this takes time,” she said.
Putin addressed the question of the 

domestic packaging industry during a 
panel discussion at the St. Petersburg 
forum, downplaying the issue when pre-
sented by the moderator with a juice box 
that was white because of a lack of ink.

“What’s most important for us?” he 
asked. “To be independent, sovereign and 
to ensure our future development now, for 
coming generations? Or to have packaging 
today?”

Buttons used in clothing were another 
example where foreign supply chains had 
been disrupted, Ms. Nabiullina pointed out.

Smartphones have also been impacted. 
Tech giant Apple has pulled out of Russia, 
meaning fans of the iPhone or similarly 
popular devices will be hard-pressed to 
download operating system updates or 
even buy apps through the Apple store.

Users of Samsung smartphones have 
also reported major problems, according to 
the newspaper Izvestia. People cannot acti-
vate a new Samsung phone within Russia 
because they need a SIM card from a coun-
try for which the smartphone was released.

Import substitution,  
parallel imports

Other industries facing major disrup-
tions include car manufacturing, which 
employs around 600,000 people nation-
wide, and is one of the country’s biggest 
private employers.

Avtovaz, which until recently was con-
trolled by France’s Renault Group, has 
instituted sporadic work shortages and 

furloughs in some locations.
The stripped-down Lada Granta that 

was announced earlier this month wasn’t a 
brand-new design: Such a model had been 
in limited production since 2011. But the 
removal of standard safety equipment like 
airbags, as a result of Western sanctions, 
surprised many observers, and drew 
mockery online.

“If sanctions remain what they are, the 
gap between Russia’s economy and the rest 
of the world will only get wider and wider,” 
Mr. Weafer said. “The Russian people in the 
future will be driving a Lada, while people 
in the West will be sitting in driverless 
cars.”

Volkswagen Group announced in March 
that it was suspending production at two 
Russian assembly plants. This week, the 
company offered buyout packages to 
employees at a Nizhny Novgorod plant, in 
an effort to cut labor costs – the first 
known effort by any automobile manufac-
turer within Russia as a result of Western 
sanctions.

‘Besieged fortress’

Even some defense facilities have stum-
bled in their production, exposing holes in 
where military manufacturers source some 
of their parts.

Two plants specializing in the manufac-
ture and repair of tanks – Uralvagonzavod 
and the Chelyabinsk Tractor Plant – were 
forced to suspend work due to the lack of 
foreign components.

Some economists share Putin’s opti-
mism that Russian ingenuity, and alterna-
tive markets like China and India, which 
have declined to sign on to Western sanc-
tions, will allow the economy to withstand 
the body blow.

Lawmakers and policy makers, mean-

while, have scrambled to try to erect a par-
allel framework and rebuild supply chains 
before shortages become permanent, or 
lead to wider shutdowns.

Major online marketplaces – Yandex, 
Wildberries, Ozon – have moved to build 
new supply chains for so-called parallel 
imports, essentially replacing retailers and 
shippers that have opted, or been forced, to 
withdraw from Russia.

On June 22, Russia’s upper house of par-
liament passed legislation that aims to pro-
tect parallel importers from legal liability 
for violations of copyright or trademark 
infringement.

Still, some top business leaders, like 
German Gref, the CEO of banking giant 
Sberbank, warned that, without a funda-
mental overhaul, Russia’s economy will 
require a decade to return to its 2021 lev-
els.

Even if a cease-fire or truce is reached in 
Ukraine, Russia would still face a “besieged 
fortress” phenomenon, economist Yevgeny 
Gontmakher predicted.

“In this scenario, too, the economy 
would become more primitive and focus 
only on supporting military production,” he 
said in a May 31 research note.

“External conditions have changed for a 
long time indeed, if not forever,” Ms. 
Nabiullina said at the St. Petersburg forum, 
not long after Putin’s speech. “It’s obvious 
to everyone that it won’t be as it was 
before.”

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/russia-economy-
western-sanctions-twilight-zone/31911576.
html).
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dressed in costumes from the Bukovyna 
region of Ukraine, presented the guests 
with the traditional greeting of bread and 
salt. This was followed by a musical perfor-
mance by soprano Olha Yalovenko, who 
recently arrived from Ukraine. She was 
accompanied by the renowned pianist 
Yaroslav Hnezdilov.  Ms. Yalovenko’s rendi-
tion of a song about life’s embroidered 
journey brought tears to many. 

The museum’s executive director, Olga 
Liskiwskyi, gave an overview of the muse-
um’s history.

“The history of this museum reflects the 
significance of Ukrainian museums and 
archives outside Ukraine - we have been 
the keepers of the flame,” Ms. Liskiwskyi 
said. “Given our current situation in the 
grips of the invasion of Russia into Ukraine 
and the systematic destruction of its peo-
ple and culture, we should understand 
more than ever how important our mission 
is to preserve and showcase our Ukrainian 
heritage. We honor all those who worked 
to support and grow the Ukrainian 

American Archives and Museum since 
1958, for over 64 years. We may not be on 
the front lines defending Ukraine, but let us 
do all we can wherever we are to continue 
being one of the voices of the Ukrainian 
nation.”

The guests were enchanted with a 
delightful vignette and poem recitation by 
Yulia Telebzda and Maksym Hladchuk. 
They were accompanied by accordionist 
Stepan Telebzda.

The recognition of major donors 
ensued. Gratitude and plaques were pre-
sented to donors and representatives. Dr. 
Boris and Svitlana Leheta were presented 
with a hand-painted sunflower tile based 
on the artwork of William DeMorgan, an 
English artist who lived from 1839-1917. 
The tile was crafted at Motawi Tileworks in 
Ann Arbor, Mich. The proceeds of the pur-
chase of the tiles were donated to a French 
branch of Doctors Without Borders, which 
was serving in Poland and treating wound-

Ukrainian American Archives and Museum holds donor appreciation event
by Zwenyslava Hayda

HAMTRAMCK, Mich. – Following 
numerous delays as a result of the COVID-
19 pandemic, a long-awaited donor appre-
ciation event, “Because of You, a Nation’s 
Voice is Heard,” was held on May 15 at the 
Ukrainian American Archives and Museum 
in Hamtramck, Mich. The event was held to 
honor and express appreciation for numer-
ous individuals who have supported the 
museum throughout the years.

As guests arrived for the event, they 
were greeted by Ukrainian music played by 
accordionist Steven Zajac. The program 
opened with a greeting from the museum’s 
president, Zwenyslava Hayda. She wel-
comed guests and thanked them for their 
many years of volunteer work and financial 
support of the archives and museum.

The Very Rev. Father Daniel Schaicoski 
of Immaculate Conception Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in Hamtramck, Mich., 
blessed guests as well as the donor wall 
which acknowledges the names of past and 
present supporters of the Museum.

This was followed by an introduction of 
artists Nicholas Nehaniv, creator of the 
sculpture “Stargate,” and Colleen Kelley, who 
fabricated and installed the plaques as well 
as offered technical support for the project.

“Stargate” is based on a pair of ecclesias-
tic bronze arches with openwork orna-
ments of intertwined plaits and images of 
magical birds which were one of the main 
archeological finds in 1840 in Vshchizh, 
Ukraine, near the city of Bryansk. An altar 
canopy there dates to the end of the 12th 
Century. In 2020, Mr. Nehaniv used its 
design as an inspirational springboard for 
the creation of “Stargate,” which frames the 
donor wall at the Museum. 

A Ukrainian fine artist, Mr. Nehaniv is 
best known for his monumental metal 
kinetic sculptures and public art projects. 
His unique works of art, both large and 
small, are distinctively and precisely craft-
ed using metal, glass and clay materials. Mr. 
Nehaniv’s dynamic portrayals are inspired 
by mythology, speed forms and physics in 
the natural world. He is based in Detroit 
and Miami, and his public artworks can be 
seen on the walls of high-rise buildings, 
gardens and public spaces throughout 
Florida and Michigan. His smaller works 
are exhibited and sold internationally.

The donor wall sculpture could not have 
been possible without the encouragement, 
sponsorship and generosity of the Sutar-
Sutaruk-Meyer Foundation, to which the 
Museum is eternally grateful.  

The Echoes of Ukraine Dance Ensemble, 

Zwenyslava Hayda (right), president of the Ukrainian American Archives and 
Museum in Hamtramck, Mich., greeted Olga Meyer (left), Ms. Meyer’s grandchildren 

and her daughter-in-law during an event at the archives and museum on May 15.

Martha Hnatiuk

Nicholas Nehaniv stands in front of his sculpture “Stargate,” which is based on a pair 
of ecclesiastic bronze arches unearthed in 1840 in Vshchizh, Ukraine, near the city of 

Bryansk.

Olia Liskiwsky

(Continued on page 13)
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mother.
In the meantime, he can only communicate with her 

through neighbors because she doesn’t have a Russian 
SIM card. There’s no Ukrainian connection inside 
Kherson, whether via cell phone towers or an internet 
connection. But he still hopes to talk with her directly.

Another Kherson resident, Olena Pylypenko, left the 
city on May 31. After six days on the road, she reached 
her aunt’s home in Germany. She left Kherson via 
Crimea and found someone who helped her with trans-
portation from out of occupied territories.

Ms. Pylypenko said that at the Crimean border 
Russians thoroughly searched men. They held one of the 
bus passengers for eight hours. Ms. Pyly penko, together 
with her family, went to Simferopol and then to Moscow. 
From there they made their way to the European Union 
border in Latvia.

“It was impossible to evacuate from Kherson to 
Ukraine-controlled territories. We didn’t have green cor-
ridors. Some people trying to leave triggered landmines, 
and some were shot by Russians,” Ms. Pylypenko said, 
explaining her reseon to leave Kherson via Russia.

“We want to return to Ukraine as soon as Kherson is 
liberated. Until then, we’ll stay in Germany since there’s 
no safe place in Ukraine now. We want to return to our 
Kherson, but only when it’s under Ukrainian control,” 
she said.

Before Russia launched its full-scale war on Ukraine 
on February 24, and for a time after, Ms. Pylypenko 
worked as a nurse in a geriatric center on the outskirts 
of Kherson. She said work at the facility continues as 
usual; Russians did not bother workers there, who have 
continued to receive salaries from the Ukrainian gov-
ernment. National Privat Bank still operates in Kherson, 
and locals can still access their funds in the bank.

While Ms. Pylypenko’s work continued as usual, she 
says that it feels like there’s no freedom.

“You don’t feel safe in Kherson. My husband tells me 
that he was praying each time I left for work,” she said.

“We got used to explosions. Till the last moment, I 
was against leaving Kherson. My colleague and her son 
were killed. A missile hit their house. She was brought 
to a hospital, but she died a day later. Her son was torn 
to pieces – the ambulance did not even take him to the 
hospital. Occupiers arrived after three days, gathered 
his body parts and collected them in a black bag. 
Russians did not even allow us to bury him,” Ms. 
Pylypenko said of the moment when her family decided 
to leave the occupied city.

“Explosions became more frequent. Before that, they 
were only during the night, which was relatively okay, 
but then missiles hit our city every day. Each day people 
were killed and injured. And when it happened to my 
friends, we decided to leave,” she said.

Ms. Pylypenko said that every time after the shelling, 
especially if it was a fatal shelling, Russian journalists 
embedded with their country’s military documented 
the aftermath.

She said Russians went to the victims and offered to 
help if people had damaged homes. They filmed it all, 
broadcast it in their news outlets and accused the 
Ukrainian military of the attacks, she said, adding that 
she believes the Russians are trying to turn the people 
of the city and region against the Ukrainian government.

“After the war broke out, the city was set on pause. 
Life stopped; no public transport was working. I under-

stood that the city was occupied when I noticed Russian 
checkpoints at the city’s entrance. When occupiers 
started checking people, I was afraid to travel by public 
transport. Only by taxi – the chance is lower that you get 
checked,” she said.

Ms. Pylypenko said Russian soldiers “looted shops, 
stole cars.” After living for more than three months 
under occupation, she said Russian looting was a daily 
occurrence. She heard about multiple cases of kidnap-
ping and murders, but no one from her friends or family 
was affected directly. Her husband saw Russian soldiers 
beating a person with a disability because they did not 
like the tone in which he replied to their questions.

She tried to stay far from Russian soldiers.
“I was afraid I couldn’t control myself and would tell 

them what I really think, but it would definitely be a bad 
decision for my health,” she said.

At checkpoints, Russians asked why individuals were 
entering the city, and they checked peoples’ phones and 
tattoos, ostensibly looking for Ukrainian symbols or 
connections to the Ukrainian military. As a result, peo-
ple leave their phones at home when they pass through 
checkpoints, Ms. Pylypenko said.

“Initially, we didn’t have any food supplies in the city. 
Later, Russians brought food from Crimea, but prices 
were incredibly high. Some items are 10 times more 
expensive than before the war. It felt like back in the 
1990s – most supermarkets were not working, people 
were selling goods from their car trunks on the streets – 
medicine, meat, hygiene products,” she said.

“We had a mobile connection at the beginning, but 
Russians disabled all Ukrainian networks at some point. 
Now locals can purchase Russian SIM cards, but the net-
work doesn’t work outside the city. All television chan-
nels were shut down,” she said.

Ms. Pylypenko recalls being frightened at night.
“We closed all of the windows with curtains so that 

Russians couldn’t notice a light in our home,” she said. “I 
got used to explosions. Missiles became very familiar. I 
was scared when they exploded close to our homes, but 
when you hear that sound far away, it became a part of 
our lives.”

“I miss my hometown, walking on our streets, places 
we used to go and quiet days. I didn’t value that before, 
but now I really miss it,” Ms. Pylypenko said, adding that 
she hoped she would return to her home in Kherson 
soon.

Roman recalled a story about locals who keep their 
spirits and hopes high.

“Russian occupying forces put my ex-girlfriend in an 
improvised cell in the ground. They dig holes and put 
people in them: women stay there for two days and men 
for five with no food or water. It is a punishment for 
those with some pro-Ukrainian information on their 
phones. It can be a news channel or their following on 
social media,” he said.

But Roman’s ex-girlfriend decided to stay in Kherson 
no matter what.

“She called me and said, ‘Roman, let’s gather friends 
and go fight with orcs,’” she said, using a derogatory 
term for Russian soldiers. “She’s so patriotic and isn’t 
afraid of anything. She said she’s at her home and won’t 
leave until Ukrainian Armed Forces come and liberate 
Kherson. Everyone in Kherson is waiting for our army. 
Now the situation is awful in Kherson. It’s tough. People 
want liberation.”

guerrilla movement against the Russian occupiers. 
During the first weeks of the occupation, locals went to 
massive pro-Ukrainian rallies in the central square, but 
Russian forces stopped the gathering. Ukrainian offi-
cials often report successful acts of guerilla warfare in 
the city.

On June 22, the head of the Main Intelligence 
Directorate of Ukraine’s Ministry of Defense, Kyrylo 
Budanov, confirmed that a car belonging to a member 
of Ukraine’s parliament, Alexei Kovalev, who collaborat-
ed with Russian occupiers in the Kherson region, 
exploded.

Mr. Budanov said that any “unusual” events in the 
Kherson region during the last four days occurred due 
to the Ukrainian resistance movement, which cooper-
ates with Ukrainian law enforcement agencies, includ-
ing military intelligence.

Roman, who left occupied Kherson, said that, “nowa-
days, you can’t do anything that you used to do before 
[the Russian] occupation. Walking down the street, you 
can easily be kidnapped by Russian soldiers. They don’t 
care if you have any relations with the Ukrainian gov-
ernment or army.”

“A lot of people disappeared, especially those who 
participated in anti-occupation rallies,” Roman added. 
“According to local communities, around 1,000 people 
disappeared. My friend, who was an activist, was killed. 
He was 25 years old. He just volunteered to help locals 
with food supplies.”

“Each day can become your last day in Kherson,” 
Roman said.

“My 23-year-old neighbor worked as a taxi driver in 
Kherson since the beginning of the full-scale war. Once, 
he was driving three students, one of whom was an 
international student. Because of his appearance, 
Russian occupants at a checkpoint kidnapped all of 
them and put them in a warehouse. They were tortured 
the entire day until, for some reason, one of the Russian 
soldiers decided to let them go,” Roman recalled.

The man was asked by this correspondent whether 
he was afraid to return to Kherson after the horrors he 
described.

“What should I be afraid of? Those idiots? I cannot 
have fear; my mother is still there,” Roman said.

“My friends also tell me that I should be careful, so 
I’m not going there tomorrow, but sooner than later I 
will. I should be reasonable because there will be no use 
for me if they just shoot me. I won’t be able to help my 
mom. I don’t know how she is and for how long our 
neighbors will be able to help her. I’m torn apart: one 
part wants to go there right away, the other says I 
should wait,” he said.

As Roman was leaving Kherson, he passed Mykolayiv 
airfield. At that moment, three rockets hit nearby.

“The explosive wave was so powerful, I thought my 
car would be blown out of the road, but somehow all 
went okay,” he said, adding that he didn’t sleep for three 
days after the airstrike.

He tried to evacuate his sister and her son.
Then he tried to get back into Kherson.
But it became too dangerous to use the same roads. 

After another attempt, he went to Kyiv to stay there and 
wait for the right time to come back and evacuate his 

A home in Kherson that belonged to Olena Pylypenko’s colleague was destroyed by a Russian missile strike at the 
end of May. The strike killed Ms. Pylypenko’s colleague and her colleague’s son.

Courtesy of Olena Pylypenko

(Continued from page 1)

Ukrainians in Kherson...

Are you a supporter of our 
Publication Endowment Fund?

In May 2014, the Ukrainian National Association 

established the Publication Endowment Fund, thus 

taking a step toward ensuring the continuing good 

work and service to the community at large of its 

two most important fraternal benefits: The 

Ukrainian Weekly and Svoboda.

To contribute to the endowment and secure these 

newspapers’ future, donors should make checks 

payable to the Ukrainian National Foundation, the 

UNA’s charitable arm, with the notation in the memo 

line: FBO (that’s short for “for the benefit of ”) 

Publication Endowment Fund. Checks should be 

mailed to the UNA Home Office at 2200 Route 10, 

Parsippany, NJ 07054.

Thank you for your anticipated support!
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ed Ukrainian soldiers. Plaques of gratitude 
were presented to the Selfreliance Federal 
Credit Union and the Ukrainian Selfreliance 
Michigan Federal Credit Union.

A declaration in honor of Olga Meyer was 
then presented to recognize her outstand-
ing generosity, support and devotion to pre-
serve Ukraine’s cultural treasures. Museum 
officials announced they were dedicating 
and naming its library the Olga Meyer/
Sutar-Sutaruk Foundation Library. Ms. 
Meyer graciously accepted the dedication. 
She was joined by her son, Jon Meyer, as well 

as her daughter-in-law and grandchildren, 
Sofia and Izabella. Ms. Meyer is a long-time 
member of the Board of Directors of the 
Ukrainian American Archives and Museum.

Performers then returned to the stage 
and led the guests in singing “Chervona 
Ruta” and “Mnohaya Lita.” 

A booklet that included a history of the 
museum, a list of donors, the museum’s 
accomplishments and a membership list, as 
well as a customized bookmark, were cre-
ated and distributed to the attendees as 
gifts of gratitude.

Members of Branch 142 of the Ukrainian 
National Women’s League of America 
(UNWLA) prepared a delicious Ukrainian 
buffet for the event.

(Continued from page 11)

Ukrainian American...

Holy Ascension Orthodox Cathedral raises  
$256k and 169 tons of aid for Ukraine

ukrcoc.org

CLIFTON, N.J. – Since Moscow’s brutal 
invasion of Ukraine on February 24, Holy 
Ascension Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral in 
Clifton, N.J., has undertaken the task of pro-
viding direct humanitarian and defensive 
aid to the besieged country. 

The effort was spearheaded by Father 
Oleksii and Nataliia Holchuk and assisted 
not only by parishioners, but also by local 
volunteers, some of whom had no personal 
connection to Ukraine, but they felt the 
need to help. 

The response was overwhelming. 
Donations came from virtually every state 
and Canada. Some of the donations includ-
ed material goods listed on the parish web-
site, while some individuals simply donated 
by check or via PayPal. To date, cash dona-
tions have totalled $256,000. Church offi-
cials expressed thanks to friends and neigh-
bors, township mayors, police depart-
ments, and churches and schools who held 
special fundraising events. 

The humanitarian aid was distributed to 
local trusted organizations and individuals, 
initially in Poland, then in Kyiv, Lviv, Ivano-
Frankivsk, Dnipro, Mykolaiv, Kropyvny-
tskyi, Poltava, Donetsk, Kremenchuk, 
Pokrovsk, Zaporizhia and other cities. 

With the assistance of transportation 
services provided by Meest, Dnipro, Velox 
International and AC Shipping, the church 
has sent 13 containers – a total of 169 tons 
– to Ukraine by air and sea.

Items that have been needed in Ukraine 
and were shipped included medical sup-
plies and equipment, infant food and cloth-
ing, hygienic needs and tactical equipment. 
Urgently needed items in Ukraine were 
shipped by air. A supply of body armor was 
also donated by local law enforcement 

municipalities. 
There have been several heartwarming 

examples in which aid from the church 
made a significant contribution to help 
individuals in Ukraine.

First, in Kyiv, an ambulance that had 
been previously badly damaged was on its 
daily run transporting orphans out of the 
city to the safety of a nearby village. On its 
return filled with scarce provisions, a rock-
et-propelled grenade (RPG) exploded in 
front of the vehicle. As the driver swiftly 
pressed on the accelerator and cleared the 
crater, a second RPG exploded where the 
car had been standing and tore off the rear 
of the vehicle. A replacement ambulance 
was found in Poland, purchased by the 
church and delivered to Kyiv in a matter of 
days. Three ambulances were eventually 
purchased in Ukraine for similar purposes.

In Lviv, a pastor’s wife who joined the 
army to defend her homeland lacked ade-
quate body armor. A Kevlar helmet, vest, 
throat and neck panels were donated and 
hand-delivered to her.

In Mykolayiv, a dedicated Ukrainian 
patriot took his wife and daughter to 
Germany and returned to fight for his coun-
try. He drives a bullet riddled sedan laden 
with food daily to the needy. He is also part 
of a paramilitary group that scouts for 
Russian armaments, targeted for night 
attacks. He expanded that surveillance 
activity by using drones and night-vision 
goggles that were purchased with donated 
funds. 

Recently the church was contacted with 
a heartbreaking request. Ukraine is experi-
encing a shortage of body bags. The organi-
zation Razom is assembling pallets of body 
bags to be airlifted to the country. The 
church has partnered in the effort with 
Razom.

Father Oleksii Holchuk (left) received donated bulletproof vests from Bergen County 
Sheriff Anthony Cureton (third from the left) at the Bergen County Jail in 

Hackensack, N.J.

ukrcoc.org
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“to uphold human rights, democracy and 
the rule of law, to end repressions and to 
release political prisoners.” Belarusian 
authorities have brutally suppressed dis-
sent in any form since a disputed presiden-
tial election in August 2020 handed author-
itarian ruler Alyaksandr Lukashenka a 
sixth term. Rights activists and opposition 
politicians say the poll was rigged to extend 
Mr. Lukashenka’s rule. Thousands have 
been detained during countrywide protests 
and there have been credible reports of tor-
ture and ill treatment by security forces. 
Several people have died during the crack-
down. Many of Belarus’s opposition leaders 
have been arrested or forced to leave the 
country, while Mr. Lukashenka has refused 
to negotiate with the opposition. (RFE/RL, 
with reporting by Reuters)

Russian journalist sells Nobel Prize

The Nobel Peace Prize that Russian jour-
nalist Dmitry Muratov won last year has 
been auctioned off for a record-shattering 
$103.5 million. All of the proceeds from the 
sale, which concluded on June 20, will go to 
UNICEF’s Humanitarian Response for 
Ukrainian Children Displaced by War, 
according to Heritage Auctions, which han-
dled the sale. The buyer was an unidenti-

fied phone bidder. The previous record for 
a Nobel Prize medal was $4.76 million, paid 
by a bidder in 2014 for the prize won in 
1962 by James Watson, for the co-discov-
ery of the structure of DNA. Three years 
later, the family of his co-recipient, Francis 
Crick, received $2.27 million for his medal. 
Mr. Muratov, who helped found the inde-
pendent Russian newspaper Novaya 
Gazeta, put his Nobel Prize medal up for 
auction to raise funds to help the millions 
of Ukrainians who have fled the country 
since Russia invaded on February 24. He 
already announced he was donating the 
$500,000 cash award for the Nobel Prize to 
charity. In an interview with AP, Mr. 
Muratov said he was particularly con-
cerned about children who have been 
orphaned because of the conflict in 
Ukraine. “We want to return their future,” 
he said. Mr. Muratov shared the 2021 Nobel 
Peace Prize with Maria Ressa, who co-
founded Rappler, a news website critical of 
the Philippine government. Mr. Muratov 
was Novaya Gazeta’s editor in chief when it 
shut down in March amid the Kremlin’s 
clampdown on journalists and public dis-
sent in the wake of Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine. (RFE/RL, with reporting by AP 
and AFP)

No information on captured Americans

The U.S. State Department said on June 
21 that Russian authorities have not pro-

vided the United States with any additional 
details on the whereabouts of two 
Americans  captured in  Ukraine . 
Spokesman Ned Price told reporters that 
the U.S. was pursuing every channel and 
every opportunity to learn more and sup-
port the families of the two Americans, who 
were captured earlier this month while 
fighting with the Ukrainian military. The 
Kremlin claimed on June 21 that the two 
men were not protected by the Geneva 
Conventions on prisoners of war and sug-
gested that they could face execution. 
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said in 
a call with reporters that Moscow could not 
rule out that the two captured men would 
be sentenced to death if put on trial by 
Russia-backed separatists. “We are talking 
about mercenaries who threatened the 
lives of our service personnel. And not only 
ours, but also the service personnel of the 
DPR and LPR,” he said referring to the 
Donetsk People’s Republic and the Luhansk 
People’s Republic, the names used by the 
separatists for the two regions of Ukraine. 
“We cannot exclude anything because these 
are decisions for the court,” Mr. Peskov said 
when asked whether the Americans would 
be put on trial like two Britons and a 
Moroccan captured while fighting for 
Ukraine. “We never comment on them and 
have no right to interfere in court deci-
sions,” he said. White House national-secu-

rity spokesman John Kirby said it was 
“appalling that a public official in Russia 
would even suggest the death penalty” for 
the Americans. He said the Kremlin was 
being at the very least reckless with its 
comments. “Either way, it’s equally alarm-
ing. Whether they actually mean what 
they’re saying here, and that this could be 
an outcome, that they could levy a death 
penalty against two Americans that were 
fighting in Ukraine, or that they just feel 
that it’s a responsible thing for a major 
power to do, to talk about doing this,” he 
said. Mr. Kirby declined to say what steps 
the U.S. would take if Russia does not treat 
Alexander Drueke, 39, and Andy Huynh, 27, 
both from Alabama, as prisoners of war 
under the Geneva Conventions. The men, 
veterans of the U.S. military, went missing 
while fighting near Kharkiv. Russian state 
media later showed video interviews with 
them and said they had been captured by 
Russia-backed separatists. They are among 
hundreds of foreigners from the West who 
have volunteered to fight for Ukraine since 
Russia launched the invasion. The two 
Britons, Aiden Aslin and Shaun Pinner, and 
the Moroccan, Saaudun Brahim, were sen-
tenced to death after a closed trial on June 
9 by Russia-backed separatists in Ukraine’s 
eastern region of Donetsk for “mercenary 
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 20-го червня 2022 р. 
ПОВІДОМЛЕННЯ  

NOTIFICATION 
Черговий Загальний З’їзд ООЧСУ в США  

Triennial General Convention of ODFFU Inc. in the USA 

Згідно з Статутом ООЧСУ, СТ. 21: Головна Управа Організації 
Оборони Чотирьох Свобід України, ПОВІДОМЛЯЄ відділів та членів, 
що Черговий Загальний З’їзд ООЧСУ відбудеться 1-го жовтня 
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In accordance with the Statute Art, 21, of The National Board of Directors 
of the Organization of the Defense of Four Freedoms for Ukraine, hereby 
NOTIFIES, its branches and members, that the next Triennial General 
Convention of the ODFFU Inc. will be held on October 1, 2022. at 9 
a.m., in Buffalo, N.Y. at the Ukrainian Cultural Center DNIPRO, 562 
Genesee Street, Buffalo, NY, 14204.

 Слава Україні! 
За ГУ ООЧСУ: 

Микола Грицковян       Ігор Длябога
Голова      Секретар
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activities.” All three say they were serving 
in the Ukrainian military when they were 
captured by pro-Russian forces. (RFE/RL, 
with reporting by Reuters)

U.S. to help find war criminals

U.S. Attorney General Merrick Garland 
has pledged to help prosecute war crimes 
committed in Ukraine since the Russian 
invasion began, saying on June 21 during a 
visit to the country that those responsible 
for such crimes will have “no place to hide.” 
Mr. Garland met with Ukrainian Prosecutor 
General Iryna Venediktova near Lviv and 
announced the creation of a team focused 
on tracking down war criminals, the Justice 
Department said. “We and our partners will 
pursue every avenue available to make sure 
that those who are responsible for these 
atrocities are held accountable,” Mr. 
Garland told reporters as he entered the 
meeting with Ms. Venediktova. The newly 
created team will assist Ukraine with crimi-
nal prosecution, evidence collection, foren-
sics and legal analysis of human rights 
abuse, war crimes and other atrocities, the 
department said, adding that the team’s 
lead counselor once led the effort to track 
down Nazi war criminals. The team will 
also focus on potential war crimes over 
which the United States has jurisdiction, 
including the killing and wounding of U.S. 
journalists covering the war, the depart-
ment said. “America – and the world – has 
seen the many horrific images and read the 
heart-wrenching accounts of brutality and 
death that have resulted from Russia’s 
unjust invasion of Ukraine,” Mr. Garland 
said in the department’s statement. Ms. 
Venediktova thanked Mr. Garland for his 
support, calling it “very important.” “We all 
understand that we have huge enemies,” 
she said. Nearly four months after Russia 
invaded Ukraine, Kyiv says it has identified 
thousands of suspected war crimes cases. 
Most notorious have been allegations of 
indiscriminate killings of civilians in Bucha. 
U.S. President Joe Biden has denounced 
those killings as war crimes. (RFE/RL, 
based on reporting by Reuters and AFP)

Stiller tells Zelenskyy ‘you’re my hero’

Hollywood actor and United Nations 
goodwill ambassador Ben Stiller hailed 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
as his hero on June 20 during a visit to Kyiv. 
“What you’ve done, the way that you’ve ral-
lied the country, the world, it’s really inspir-
ing,” said the 56-year-old American star, 
referring to Mr. Zelenskyy’s speeches to 
parliaments around the world to rally sup-
port for his country. “It’s a great honor for 
me. ... You’re my hero,” said Mr. Stiller, who 
was named global goodwill ambassador to 
the United Nations High Commission for 
Refugees (UNHCR) in 2018. Mr. Stiller’s 
visit to Kyiv and meeting with Mr. 
Zelenskyy coincided with World Refugee 
Day. Messrs. Zelenskyy and Stiller dis-
cussed the needs of temporarily displaced 
people in Ukraine and Poland, which Mr. 
Stiller visited the day before, Mr. 
Zelenskyy’s office said in a news release. 
The two men also “discussed ways of fur-
ther cooperation of the Ukrainian authori-
ties with UNHCR,” according to the release. 
Earlier in the day, Mr. Stiller visited the Kyiv 
suburb of Irpin, the scene of fierce battles 
early on in the war. “I feel it’s hard to under-
stand what’s actually going on here if you 
haven’t been here,” he told Mr. Zelenskyy. “I 
was in Irpin this morning ... and the actual 
level of destruction, you see it on TV, you 
see it on social media, but it’s something 
else to actually see it, feel it and then to talk 
to the people,” he said. Speaking in English, 
Mr. Zelenskyy thanked Mr. Stiller for com-

ing and told him it was “very important for 
us that people don’t forget.” The pair also 
acknowledged they both had careers as 
comedic actors. “You quit a great acting 
career,” said Mr. Stiller, who is best known 
for his roles in the comedy films Meet the 
Parents, There’s Something About Mary, 
and Night At The Museum, in a nod to Mr. 
Zelenskyy’s career as an actor. “Not as great 
as yours,” Mr. Zelenskyy quipped. Before 
being elected in 2019, Mr. Zelenskyy was 
best known for his role in Servant of The 
People, a television series in which he 
played a high-school teacher who unex-
pectedly becomes Ukraine’s president. 
(RFE/RL, with reporting by AFP, The Hill 
and dpa)

U.S. national killed in Ukraine

A second U.S. national has been killed in 
Ukraine while fighting with Ukrainian 
Armed Forces against Russia’s ongoing 
unprovoked invasion launched on February 
24. The U.S. State Department confirmed to 
The Washington Post on June 20 that 
Stephen Zabielski, 52, was killed near the 
village of Dorozhnyanka in Ukraine’s 
Zaporizhia region on May 15. No other 
details on Mr. Zabielski’s death were pro-
vided. In late April, another U.S. national, 
22-year-old former U.S. Marine Will Cancel 
was killed in Ukraine, his relatives told 
journalists. Last week, Russian news agen-
cies reported that two former members of 
the U.S. military, Alexander Drueke, 39, and 
Andy Huynh, 27, both from Alabama, had 
been captured during a fight near Kharkiv 
in Ukraine’s northeast. They are among 
hundreds of foreigners from the West who 
have volunteered to fight for Ukraine since 
Russia launched the invasion. On June 9, 
two Britons, Aiden Aslin and Shaun Pinner, 
and a Moroccan national, Saaudun Brahim, 
were sentenced to death by Russia-backed 
separatists in Ukraine’s eastern region of 
Donetsk for “mercenary activities.” All 
three say they were serving in the 
Ukrainian military when they were cap-
tured by pro-Russian separatists. Britain, 
the United Nations, Ukraine and Germany 
have condemned the death sentences. Mr. 
Aslin’s family said he and Mr. Pinner were 
living in Ukraine when the war broke out 
and “as members of Ukrainian armed forc-
es, should be treated with respect just like 
any other prisoners of war.” The father of 
Saaudun Brahim said on June 13 that his 
son has Ukrainian citizenship and should 
be treated accordingly. (RFE/RL’s Russian 
Service, with reporting by The Washington 
Post)

FIFA prolongs rule protecting contracts

FIFA, world soccer’s governing body, 
says it has extended its employment rules 
to help players, coaches and teams impact-
ed by the war in Ukraine. The association 
said in a statement on June 21 that the 
move, which extends the right of foreign 
players and coaches to suspend contracts 
with clubs in Russia and Ukraine until June 
next year, will help bring players and clubs 
stability given the uncertainty surrounding 
Ukraine as it fights to repel Russia’s unpro-
voked invasion. “These provisions give 
players and coaches the opportunity to 
train, play and receive a salary, while pro-
tecting Ukrainian clubs and facilitating the 
departure of foreign players and coaches 
from Russia,” the statement said. The rule 
was first introduced on March 7, less than 
two weeks after Russia invaded Ukraine. 
FIFA has also banned Russian teams from 
all international competitions. FIFA said it 
will continue to monitor the situation in 
Ukraine “closely to ensure that the regula-
tory framework is adapted according to 
any new developments.” “FIFA also contin-
ues to condemn the ongoing use of force by 
Russia in Ukraine and calls for a rapid ces-
sation of the war and a return to peace,” the 

statement said. (RFE/RL)

Luxembourg PM tours Bucha

Luxembourg Prime Minister Xavier 
Bettel says his country will support local 
and international investigations of “war 
crimes” committed in Ukraine to ensure 
that those responsible are “identified, pros-
ecuted and punished.” After touring the 
towns of Bucha and Borodyanka, Mr. Bettel 
said in a series of tweets on June 21 that 
the destruction wrought by Russian forces 
during their invasion of Ukraine stands as a 
“symbol of senseless cruelty and violence.” 
“Nothing can convey the horror of what has 
happened here,” he said. “I admire the cour-
age of the women and men who are in the 
process of bringing these cities back to life 
after the barbarism that took place,” he 
added. The retreat of Russian forces from 
Bucha, Borodyanka, Irpin and other towns 
near Kyiv in April has revealed harrowing 
evidence of brutal killings, torture, mass 
graves and the indiscriminate targeting of 
civilians in the fighting. Ukraine says it has 
identified thousands of war crimes com-
mitted by Russian troops during the war. 
Investigators from several countries, as 
well as the International Criminal Court, 
have been gathering and examining evi-
dence to determine whether war crimes 
have been committed. Russia says it has not 
purposely targeted civilians in its military 
operations despite mounting video and 
concrete evidence that shows the destruc-
tion of apartment buildings, hospitals, cul-
tural venues and other nonmilitary sites. 
On May 23, a court in Kyiv sentenced a 

21-year-old Russian soldier Vadim 
Shishimarin to life in prison for killing an 
unarmed civilian in the northeastern 
region of Sumy. (RFE/RL)

Russia says it’s broadcasting in Kherson region

Russia says it has reconfigured commu-
nications infrastructure in Ukraine’s 
Kherson region and is now broadcasting 
Russian television channels to the region as 
Moscow continues to impose control on the 
southern area near Crimea. “Specialists of 
the communication units of the Armed 
Forces of the Russian Federation connected 
and reconfigured the last of the seven tele-
vision towers in the Kherson region to 
broadcast Russian television channels,” 
Russia’s Defense Ministry said in a state-
ment on VKontakte. “Connecting the sev-
enth tower has extended the broadcasting 
network across the entire region and made 
it possible to transmit 24 Russian television 
channels across its entire territory,” the 
ministry added. Russia gained control of 
Kherson, located just north of annexed 
Crimea, shortly after it launched its inva-
sion of Ukraine in February and later 
installed a Moscow-friendly administration. 
Since April it has been broadcasting to 
some parts of Kherson region. The war 
prompted thousands of local residents to 
flee Kherson for Ukrainian-controlled terri-
tory and Russia has since placed Federal 
Security Service officers brought in to help 
maintain control of the region in apart-
ments belonging to those who left, accord-
ing to Serhiy Khlan, deputy chief of the 
Kherson regional council in exile. (RFE/RL)

(Continued from page 14)
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air-launched cruise missiles).
These Russian missile engines are pro-

duced at three United Engine Corporation 
subsidiaries of the state-owned defense 
corporation Rostec: ODK-UMPO in Ufa 
(R125-300) and two plants belonging to 
ODK-Saturn, in Rybinsk and Omsk (TRDD-
50 family). This diversification, however, 
means that Russia is not able to produce 
sufficient quantities of advanced engines 
for its long-range cruise missiles. For 
instance, the engine plant in Rybinsk, ODK-
Saturn (formerly known as NPO Saturn), 
was only able to begin serial manufacturing 
of standard TRDD-50 engines in 2014-
2015, a decade after their initial design and 
development (Npo-saturn.ru, accessed 
June 16). More recently, the Rybinsk facility 
has been merged with the plant in Omsk to 
try to expand the manufacturing of the 
entire TRDD-50 engine family (Uec-saturn.
ru, April 4, 2018).

Labor productivity at the ODK-Saturn 
company (Uec-saturn.ru, accessed June 
16), calculated as the ratio of revenue to the 
number of employees, is six times lower 
than the labor productivity at Williams 
International (Business Wire, March 16) 
and 11 times lower than the labor produc-
tivity at General Electric’s aviation engine 
division (Ge.com, accessed June 16). As a 
consequence, the Russian rocket engine 
industry can hardly produce more than 
40-50 units of each TRDD-50 variant per 
year. Therefore, the total number of Kalibr, 
Kh-101, 9M729 and Kh-59 cruise missiles 
that Russia produces every year is about 
100 units or even less.

Another important Russian long-range 
cruise missile is the Kh-32, a modernized 
version of the Soviet-era liquid-fueled 
Kh-22 anti-ship cruise missile. Despite at 
least two decades of development, serial 
manufacturing of Kh-32s started no earlier 
than in the fall of 2018, when the Proton-
PM rocket engine factory in Perm received 

the contract from the Dubna Machinery 
Plant, the manufacturer of Kh-32 anti-ship 
cruise missiles (Kommersant, September 5, 
2018). The contract was worth 5.26 billion 
rubles (almost $84 million), and its terms 
were supposed to end in 2020. The Proton-
PM factory was meant to supply engines 
that use liquid high-temperature propel-
lant. These new engines presumably derive 
from the Soviet-era R201-300 engines that 
were used on the Kh-22 cruise missile. The 
cost of each engine may be estimated today 
as no less than $2 million, based on the 
price of the 11D58M Russian space engine, 
which also uses liquid high-temperature 
propellant and generates the same level of 
thrust (Kommersant, October 24, 2006; 
Zakupki.gov.ru, accessed June 16). As such, 
the estimated number of Kh-32 missiles 
that Russia is able to produce per year is 
limited to probably no more than 20 units.

Taken together, Russia’s current maxi-
mum annual production capacity is likely 
no higher than 225 Oniks, Kalibr, Kh-101, 
9M729 and Kh-59 cruise missiles, and 
Iskander-M tactical ballistic missiles. 
Increasing this number seems doubtful 
given the country’s deficit of human capital 
and embargo on supplies of industrial 
equipment. Even if Russia is able to main-
tain this level of productivity for the fore-
seeable future, it will take it at least 10 
years before it can restore its pre-war 
stockpile of precision-guided stand-off 
munitions. In these circumstances, Russia 
may be limited to carrying out singular but 
regular missile strikes designed mostly to 
have a psychological effect, while every few 
months or so, firing off salvos of tens of 
missiles against industrial and/or infra-
structure objects. But of course, these 
Russian tactics will have to undergo further 
change if Ukraine obtains advanced air- 
and missile-defense systems in sufficient 
numbers from the West.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)
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After it was announced that the 
International Judo Federation was admit-
ting Russian and Belarusian teams to its 
upcoming competition in Mongolia under 
neutral flags, Ukrainian Olympic Committee 
President Sergey Bubka exhorted full com-
pliance with International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) recommendations. 

Speaking at the General Assemblies of the 
Associat ion of  Summer Olympic 
International Federations (ASOIF) and the 
Olympic Committee European Nationals 
the week of April 6, Bubka stressed that the 
previously adopted course to exclude 
Russians and Belarusians from internation-
al competitions had not changed.

Last February, following Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine, the IOC Executive Board 
recommended that its organizers and inter-
national sports federations not invite ath-
letes and officials from Russia and Belarus 
to participate in order to protect the unity 
of international sports competitions. This 
official position was fully supported by the 
ASOIF in its meeting.

Bubka also reported on projects to sup-
port Ukrainian athletes at the meeting of 
the European Olympic Committees in 
Skopje, North Macedonia. A Solidarity Fund 
established to support the Olympic com-
munity and the Ukrainian Sports move-
ment has implemented some 70 different 
projects and raised around $1.3 million. 
Bubka said there were about 3,000 
Ukrainian athletes and coaches abroad.

In his speech in Skopje, IOC President 
Thomas Bach discussed the impact of the 
Russian invasion of Ukraine on the sports 
world and the Ukrainian Olympic commu-
nity. Bach was adamant that the time has 
not yet come to lift the protective measures 
for the integrity of the competitions and 
sanctions against Russia and Belarus.

The chairman of the Russian State 
Duma’s Committee for Physical Culture and 

Sports, Dmitry Svishchev, criticized Bubka 
for his call on international federations to 
exclude Russian and Belarusian athletes 
from competitions. Bubka reacted after the 
International Judo Federation’s announce-
ment. It was Svishchev’s opinion that, with-
out the presence of athletes from Russia, 
“world sport suffers losses.”

Ukrainian judoka Georgy Zantaraya criti-
cized Russians and Belarusians being 
allowed to compete. His position was that 
sport cannot ignore political problems, 
especially in times of war. He said he would 
resign from all of his titles, including his 
world champion title, if Russians partici-
pate in the upcoming Grand Slam tourna-
ment in Mongolia. Zantaraya is also a two-
time European champion.

John Cena surprises young 
Ukrainian

John Cena, professional wrestler, actor 
and former rapper, played the role of real-
life superhero in early June when he went 
out of his way to meet a teenage fan who 
fled war-torn Ukraine. Cena made a sur-
prise visit to meet Misha Rohozhyn, who 
has Down syndrome and is nonverbal, near 
Amsterdam, where his family settled after 
their home in Ukraine was destroyed by 
Russian forces.

In a World Wrestling Entertainment 
(WWE) video, Rohozhyn’s mother, Liana 
Rohozhyn, told her son they had to leave 

Vitali Klitschko’s courageous fortitude earned him 
world heavyweight championship titles during his illustri-
ous boxing career. Today, he shows his fearlessness and 
heroism as mayor of Ukraine’s capital city, Kyiv. He has 
resolved to protect his countrymen from Russian forces 
and President Vladimir Putin, who launched a full-scale 
war on Ukraine on February 24. These days, his actions go 
way beyond those of a regular sports hero.

Klitschko’s athletic achievements and allegiance to 
defending his people propelled ESPN to name him the 
2022 Arthur Ashe Courage Award winner. The cable sports 
network made the announcement on June 14. ESPN plans 
to officially present the award during their annual ESPY’s 
on July 20.

In a prepared statement distributed by ESPN, the 
50-year-old Klitschko said, “It is a great honor for me to 
receive this award. I am convinced that this is recognition 
of the courage and inviolability of the Ukrainian people 
who have been bravely resisting the Russian aggressors for 
more than three months. This is an award for everyone 
who defends the independence and freedom of Ukraine.”

Klitschko has served as Kyiv’s mayor since 2014 and is 
considered by many people in the country to be Ukraine’s 
second most visible citizen after President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy. He has been seen side-by-side with his brother, 
former heavyweight champion Wladimir Klitschko, since 
the Russian invasion.

The do-or-die sentiment resides quite deeply in Vitali, 
who took up arms, donned a bulletproof jacket and army 
helmet in defense of Ukraine along with fellow-boxers 
Vasyl Lomachenko and Oleksandr Usyk.

ESPN called the Klitschko brothers “leaders in [the] 
Ukrainians’ remarkable response to the invasion.”

“Vitali’s poise and strength as his city and country face 
unfathomable tests have far surpassed the incredible 
resolve he demonstrated as one of boxing’s top heavy-

weight champions,” said Rob King, executive editor-at-large 
of ESPN content. “His commitment to the people of Ukraine 
has been a global inspiration, and his bravery is a prime 
example of the resilience of the human spirit. It is our privi-
lege to bestow him with the Arthur Ashe Courage Award.”

Past notable Arthur Ashe Award recipients include 
Muhammad Ali, Nelson Mandela and the four passengers 
who confronted the 9/11 terrorists on United Flight 93 
among many others “whose contributions transcend 
sports.”

 Wladimir Klitschko calls out Jones

June 12 was induction day at the International Boxing 
Hall of Fame in Canastota, N.Y. Inductees Floyd 
Mayweather, Laila Ali and Andre Ward, among several oth-
ers, made the trip. Former heavyweight champion 
Wladimir Klitschko of Ukraine did not. He was busy at his 
brother’s side, as he and fellow Hall of Famer Vitali 
Klitschko, the mayor of Kyiv, defended their besieged coun-
try against Russian invaders.

Wladimir, part of this year’s group of star inductees, 
acknowledged the honor by posting two videos on Twitter. 
Here’s what he had to say:

“What’s up Canastota? Thank you, fans and officials, for 
the recognition. I remember when I was 14 and started my 
journey in boxing. I used it as a tool … to travel at a very 
young age. And I never, ever dreamed of getting that far in 
this sport, especially being among all the respected cham-
pions in the International Boxing Hall of Fame. Amazing 
and a huge honor.

“Unfortunately, the Russian aggression in my home 
country Ukraine and the war have prevented me from 
sharing in person this ceremony with you. This war has 
changed not just me but the entire world.

“Also, I remember how boxing changed my life. Boxing 
just made me a better person, period. Even if it was a bit 

scary in the beginning … but later on I really started to 
enjoy it. You know how it is. It taught me a lot.

“Contrary to the popular expression, every punch I ate 
made me smarter. Don’t take too many of those, not good. 
One key principle served me enormously: safety first. This 
principle allowed me to last, which was the secret to my 
endurance, and Floyd Mayweather’s, too.”

Vitali Klitschko recipient of Arthur Ashe Award

Ukrainians Wladimir (left) and Vitali Klitschko, former 
heavyweight boxing champions, seen in 2013, continue 

to advocate for their country.

Wikipedia

(Continued on page 17)

Vitaliy Mykolenko (16) shoots the ball for Ukraine with Alan Browne of Ireland in 
pursuit on June 14 in Lodz, Poland, as part of the UEFA Nations League.

Tetyana Lazarenko (left) and Anhelina 
Khmil celebrate their bronze medal win 
at the 2022 European U-22 Beach 
Volleyball Championships on June 12 in 

Vlissingen, the Netherlands.

Yevhen Kraws, Ukrainian Association of Football

European Volleyball Confederation

Bubka defends IOC recommendations

(Continued on page 17)
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Shakhtar Donetsk survives exile
by Ihor N. Stelmach

After eight years of being exiled from its home city by 
Russian aggression, Ukraine’s top soccer team has been 
relegated to hosting UEFA Champions League play in 
neighboring Poland and planning a humanitarian tour of 
matches in the United States. Shakhtar Donetsk has not 
played a home game since the Russian war in the Donbas 
began in 2014. The Russian full-scale war on Ukraine that 
began on February 24 managed to completely shut down 
professional soccer in the country. Shakhtar’s trials and 
tribulations may be a most unique experience in the soccer 
world.

Since 2014, Shakhtar had been unable to make use of its 
state-of-the-art, $400 million stadium, instead living and 
playing in adopted home cities throughout Ukraine. 
Indeed, the team’s last competitive match was last 
December. Despite all of this uncertainty, Shakhtar’s sport-
ing director Darijo Srna is assembling a roster of players 
for a new season in the Champions League and a renewal 
of the Ukrainian Premier League.

“They attack our country, our land,” said Srna in a June 
11 interview with The Associated Press. The ex-Shakhtar 
captain, whose No. 33 jersey was retired by the club, 
added, “But in the end, we are still here; we are still alive.”

Ukraine recently announced its domestic league is set to 
re-start in August. Russia’s invasion in February halted all 
play one day before the end of its mid-winter break. The 
Champions League is slated to kick off on September 6 
with a UEFA ban on Russian teams eliminating Zenit St. 
Petersburg and lifting Shakhtar Donetsk directly into the 
32-team elite league.

“We will play in Champions League group [play]; they 
will play nothing,” Srna said, in reference to Russian clubs. 
“They can watch on television.”

Being seen worldwide is a “small but important victory 
for Ukrainian and European football,” he said of a team that 
hosted Real Madrid, Inter Milan and Sheriff Tiraspol in Kyiv 
last season.

Playing international games in Ukraine is a major secu-
rity risk, so Shakhtar is negotiating with Poland’s Legia 
Warsaw club to host its three Champions League home 
games.

“The minimum that we can give to Poland is Champions 
League football,” Srna said. “They opened the door of the 
country for Ukrainian people, they opened their hearts.”

The team will be recognizable in their distinctive 
Shakhtar orange and black colors, but the names of the 
players will not be that familiar to their fans who are used 
to a core of Brazilian stars like Willian, Fernandinho and 
Douglas Costa. Some of Shakhtar’s foreign players may be 
sold or loaned, in part because of the unique situation with 
Ukrainian football these days. Shakhtar’s future may rest 
with a young, hungry team of Ukrainian players, a radically 
different makeup for a perennial soccer powerhouse.

After 15 years and over 500 games as a player through 
2018, Srna considers Donetsk more of a home than his 
native Croatia, where he had more than 100 appearances 
for the national team. He was on 10 league title winning 
squads and captured Shakhtar’s lone European trophy, the 
2009 UEFA Cup.

Srna’s dedication and loyalty with Shakhtar is based on 
a special relationship he has developed with the club’s bil-
lionaire president Rinat Akhmetov. Akhmetov also owned 

the Azovstal steelworks in Mariupol, which became a 
famous symbol of Ukrainian defiance after Russia’s bom-
bardment of the city.

Akhmetov invested heavily in the Donbas Arena 
Stadium which was paramount to Ukraine’s receiving co-
hosting honors of the 2012 European Championship. The 
stadium has been neglected, but not destroyed during the 

Wladimir (64-5, 53 KO) took the oppor-
tunity to challenge fellow inductee Roy 
Jones, Jr., who became a dual American 
Russian citizen and met with Russian 
President Vladimir Putin in 2015.

“I’m super happy to be able to address 
you all tonight, almost all of you,” Wladimir 
continued. “There’s one person for whom I 
have a real question. One person broke 
Ukrainian law by going to the [Russian] 
occupied Crimean Peninsula through 
Russian territory. That person is Roy Jones. 
So, Roy, who’s side are you on? The side of 
the aggressor or the defender of its right to 
live? I respect you as a fighter, but I really 
question your moral compass.”

In his second video, Wladimir chal-
lenged those who run the sport of boxing to 
improve economic and safety issues for its 
athletes.

He emphatically said many boxers lack 
education, healthcare and security and that 

the sport’s governing bodies, promoters 
and managers do not have the best inter-
ests of the fighters at heart, especially their 
lives after they retire from the ring. It is up 
to them to help these young boxers prepare 
for life after boxing.

Wladimir proposed one overruling gov-
erning body for professional boxing, rather 
than the current fractured system of sever-
al separate associations. He mentioned 
“one transparent organization” to reunite 
amateurs and professionals under one roof.

He encouraged those present at the Hall 
of Fame induction ceremony to act in uni-
son for change in the sport. “All of us here 
have a huge responsibility. We are the faces 
of boxing. It’s up to us to come together and 
build the future of boxing so that our noble 
art remains the most famous of all the 
sports!”

He concluded his Twitter videos by say-
ing, “Love ya all. Keep on punching. And 
cheers from Kyiv.”

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@
sfgsports.com.

home and travel through Europe to meet 
his hero John Cena in an effort to alleviate 
his distress and calm him down. When 
Cena heard about Misha, he took a break 
from working in Europe to fly to 
Amsterdam and meet his fan.

The two met up on June 5 and passed 
the time by eating cake, flexing their biceps 
and playing with building blocks. Misha 
received a replica WWE championship belt 
and a green John Cena t-shirt that read, 
“Respect. Never Give Up. Earn it.”

In the WWE video, Cena said, “Misha’s 
ability to embrace persistence – that’s 
extraordinary. Those words ‘never give up,’ 
we’ve all thought about those in our life, 
they’re very powerful and I think Misha is a 
great example.”

Ukraine defeats Armenia 3-0

Among the several matches in UEFA 
Nations League action on June 11, Ukraine 
earned its second consecutive win by 
defeating Armenia 3-0. Goals were scored 
by Ruslan Malinovskyi, Oleksandr Karavaev 
and Vitaliy Mykolenko. The game was 
played on neutral territory in Lodz, Poland, 
because Ukraine is unable to play at home 
due to Russia’s full-scale war on the country.

Oleksandr Petrakov’s squad could not 
successfully penetrate Armenia’s defense 
until the second half. Malinovskyi opened 
the scoring from the penalty area with a 
shot into the corner of the goal in the 61st 
minute. Sixteen minutes later it was 
Karavaev joining the attack on the right 
flank, hitting the net with a left-footed 
strike. The 84th minute saw substitute 
Mykolenko round out the scoring.

Ukraine sits atop League 2, Group 1, 
with 6 points, ahead of Scotland, Armenia 
and Ireland.

Seven-year-old Amelia Anisovich from 
Kharkiv, Ukraine, sang the Ukrainian 
national anthem prior to the match.

Ukraine draws with Ireland 1-1

Ukraine and Ireland played to a 1-1 draw 
in their UEFA Nations League group game 

on June 14 in Lodz, Poland. Ireland’s 
Nathan Collins opened the scoring with a 
spectacular solo strike in the first half. 
Collins intercepted a pass near the center 
circle and proceeded to go on a solo run 
through Ukraine’s midfield and defense, 
eluding five players before beating 
Ukrainian reserve goalkeeper Dmytro 
Riznyk.

Ukraine equalized a mere 90 seconds 
into the second half when Andriy 
Yarmolenko drew Ireland’s high defensive 
line out of position and passed the ball to 
Artem Dovbyk by the far post for an easy 
tap into an empty net.

Ukraine altered their setup for the 
match, lining up four players in the back, 
allowing Mykola Shaparenko to adopt a 
more advanced role. Malinovskyi was 
denied an 11th minute snapshot and 
Mykolenko was thwarted on a rebound 
shot 11 minutes later.

Ukraine remains in first place with 7 
points, one point ahead of Scotland, having 
played three matches ahead of the summer 
break. Ukraine’s next Nations League 
match is September 21 against Scotland.

Ukrainian women win bronze in 
beach volleyball

The pair of Anhelina Khmil and Tetiana 
Lazarenko won the bronze medal at the 
2022 European U-22 Beach Volleyball 
Championships held in Vlissingen, the 
Netherlands, on June 12. The same duo 
won bronze one year earlier in Baden, 
Austria. The Ukrainian women lost to gold 
medal winners Daniela Alvarez and Tania 
Moreno from Spain.

This was the ninth international podium 
for the Ukrainian pair. They have won titles 
at the U-21 World Championships (gold 
medal), U-19 Worlds (bronze), U-18 
European Championships (gold), FIVB 
Beach Volleyball World Tour event in Sofia 
(gold), three bronze medals on the World 
Tour and a bronze at the 2021 U-22 
European Championships.

Khmil and Lazarenko traveled to Brno in 
the Czech Republic on February 24 togeth-
er with their coaches and other officials on 
a plane from Kyiv. They lived and trained in 
the country’s second largest city for several 

Darijo Srna of Slovenia, seen during his time with 
Shakhtar Donetsk in 2016, spoke with the Associated 
Press about the Ukrainian club’s fate and prospects for 

the future.

Bohdan Zajac via Wikipedia

(Continued from page 16)
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Bubka defends... weeks. Their expenses were covered by the 
Czech Volleyball Federation and its endow-
ment fund thanks to the spirit of solidarity 
shown by the sport of volleyball during 
Russia’s war on Ukraine.

Ex-Russian soccer captain  
condemns war

A former captain of Russia’s national 
soccer team spoke out against the absolute 
horror of his country’s war against Ukraine 
and now fears for his life. Thirty-eight-year-
old Igor Denisov, one of the most promi-
nent athletes living in Russia, addressed the 
ongoing conflict and pleaded for an end to 
the violence that started on February 24 
when Vladimir Putin’s troops invaded 
Ukraine. In an interview with sports jour-
nalist Nobel Arustamyan, he said: “To me, 
this war is a catastrophe, a complete hor-
ror.”

The former Xenit St Petersburg star and 
Russian national team captain from 2012-
2016 compared himself to Russian war 

protesters who have been detained by 
Russian authorities, wondering if he would 
get jailed or killed for his words. The 
Russian parliament recently passed legisla-
tion threatening protesters with 15 years in 
prison for speaking out against the war.

Denisov has personally written to Putin 
protesting the invasion and said he is “ready 
to kneel” in front of the president to beg him 
to “make it all stop.” Putin happens to be a 
big fan of Zenit St Petersburg. Denisov has 
said he no longer feels pride in his country. 
He is one of only a handful of former or cur-
rent Russian athletes to denounce the war. 
Tennis player Andrey Rublev wrote “no war 
please” on a camera lens at the end of a 
match in Dubai soon after the invasion 
began in February. Modern pentathlete 
Aleksander Lesun resigned from the 
Russian team, saying he was “shocked” by 
his country’s actions in Ukraine.

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@
sfgsports.com.

(Continued on page 18)
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Russian occupation. Srna calls Akhmetov the key to 
Shakhtar’s success, the one who helps other people in dif-
ficult moments.

Akhmetov recently pledged $2 million to help 
Ukrainian soccer restart. The August restart should see a 
16-team top tier league with two new clubs to replace 
Mariupol and Chornomorets Odesa. The league’s goal is 

to play all matches on Ukrainian soil, although Shakhtar is 
planning on having their training camps in Slovenia and 
the Netherlands.

After playing fund-raising exhibitions to raise money 
for the Ukrainian military in April, Shakhtar did not get 
around to organizing a similar trip to the United States. 
They hope to play some fund-raising games in the U.S. 
this December.

“The most important [thing] is to play,” Srna said, “to 
show the world that we are still alive, that we are fighting, 
that we are living, that we will have a good future.”

(Continued from page 17)

Shakhtar...

“Our future is together,” Mr. Michel tweeted.
The EC is responsible for setting the EU’s overall politi-

cal direction and priorities.
Prior to the vote by the EC, Andriy Yermak, Mr. 

Zelenskyy’s chief of staff, commented on Ukraine’s chances 
of becoming an official EU candidate.

“The status of a candidate for EU membership is very 
likely ours. The European Parliament has adopted a resolu-
tion. It remains to wait for a formal decision of the 
European Council,” Mr. Yermak said.

The move further removes Kyiv from Moscow’s ongoing 
attempt to keep Ukraine in the Kremlin’s sphere of influ-
ence. Russian autocrat Vladimir Putin said on June 9 while 
paying tribute to Tsar Peter that he wants to reconquer 
Russia’s historic lands.

When Tsar Peter founded Saint Petersburg and desig-
nated it as Russia’s new capital, “no European country rec-
ognized it as Russia. Everybody recognized it as Sweden,” 
Putin said. “What was (Peter) doing? Taking back and rein-
forcing. That’s what he did. And it looks like it fell on us to 
take back and reinforce, as well.”

Although EU candidacy for Ukraine won’t guarantee 
membership status for Ukraine, “it would represent a sig-
nificant breakthrough for Kyiv at a time when Ukrainians 
are defending their country against Russian invasion in a 
conflict driven in large part by Kremlin opposition to 
Ukraine’s European ambitions,” the Washington-based 
Atlantic Council think tank wrote.

Russia in Donbas

Kremlin forces still are trying to take over the Luhansk 
regional city of Severodonetsk after more than six weeks of 
fighting. In April, the Kremlin announced that it would 
focus on conquering the remaining two easternmost 
regions of Luhansk and Donetsk that it had initially invad-
ed in April 2014. 

Most of Ukraine’s forces are dug in at a vast nitrogen fer-
tilizer plant in the city and are cut off from the twin city of 
Lysychansk across the Siverskyi-Donets River because all 
four bridges connecting them are destroyed. To evacuate the 
remaining civilians in the city and rotate soldiers, rope-
towed boats are being used to cross the river.

Luhansk military administration head Serhiy Hayday 
said on June 22 that 568 people, including 38 children, are 
still sheltering in the war-ravaged plant. Most of the adults 
are employees of the industrial site. One hospital with doc-
tors is still treating patients in the besieged city.

Despite the bridges being destroyed, Russian forces are 
incrementally pushing north from Popasna toward 
Lysychansk, having advanced five kilometers over the past 
week, British Defense Intelligence stated.

Mr. Hayday said that the Russian army increased prepa-
rations to cross the Siverskyi-Donets River in the area, an 

effort which had previously failed with disastrous conse-
quences.

“Russian forces have been hesitant to build a new pon-
toon bridge in the area since suffering devastating losses 
during a failed crossing near the village of Bilohorivka in 
early May,” Dragon Capital wrote in a note to investors.

An encircling enemy pocket is forming around those 
twin cities, according to MilitaryLand, a website estab-
lished in 2018 that has been devoted to analyzing the 
Russo-Ukrainian war. 

Bakhmut (formerly Artemivsk) is also being shelled as 
Russian forces slowly advance toward the Donetsk district 
capital. Russian forces are concentrating efforts to seize the 
highway that connects Lysychansk to Bakhmut, “but did 
not make any confirmed advances on June 22,” the 
Washington-based Institute for the Study of War said.

About 20 percent of Ukraine’s territory is occupied by 
Russia as Kyiv’s forces have also since late May liberated 
areas in Kharkiv Oblast and the Kherson region in the south.

“The head of [the press office of the] Security and 
Defense Forces of Southern Ukraine Natalia Humeniuk 
stated the Ukrainian forces are advancing towards Kherson 
and pushing Russian occupiers out of the 2nd and 3rd line 
of defense. She also stressed that all operations in the 
south are under an embargo and urged everyone to remain 
calm,” Militaryland said.

As the war enters an attrition phase, morale and combat 
fatigue is taking place on both sides, the AP reported.

“Combat units from both sides are committed to intense 
combat in the Donbas and are likely experiencing variable 
morale,” Britain’s Defense Ministry said in its daily assess-
ment of the war on June 19.

Kyiv says that more than 34,000 Russian soldiers have 
been killed between February 24 and June 23. More than 
1,500 tanks, 216 aircraft and 183 helicopters have been 
destroyed.

Meanwhile, Ukraine made a rare omission of its losses 
in artillery and armor equipment earlier his month.

Brig. Gen. Volodymyr Karpenko, in charge of Ukrainian 
ground forces’ logistics, told the U.S. National Defense mag-
azine said, “as of today, we have approximately 30 to 40 
percent, sometimes up to 50 percent, of losses of equip-
ment are as a result of active combat,” including about 
1,300 infantry fighting vehicles, 400 tanks and 700 artil-
lery systems that have been lost in the war.

Deputy Defense Minister Denys Shara pov, who was 
interviewed for the same article, said that, “unfortunately, 
with such a massively expendable resource, [Western mili-
tary aid] only covers 10 to 15 percent of our needs.”

The front line is currently 2,450 kilometers in length, 
the Strategic Communica tions and Information Security 
under the Ministry of Culture and Information Policy said 
this week. 

Battlefield success

Ukraine carried out another attack on Russian-occupied 
Snake Island in the Black Sea on June 20. It was the largest 
maritime counterattack on Russia in two months. British 
Intelligence said Kyiv used donated Harpoon missiles from 

Denmark for the strikes, which included hitting two off-
shore gas rigs that Russia had taken over after forcibly seiz-
ing Ukraine’s Crimean Peninsula in 2014.

At least three scorched areas were visible on the island 
on June 21, as seen by The Ukrainian Weekly via satellite 
imagery from Planet Labs.

Ukraine’s military said Russian personnel on the island 
suffered “significant losses,” and Russia’s puppet Crimean 
leader Sergei Aksyonov confirmed the strike on the drilling 
platforms.

“The enemy struck at the drilling platforms of Chorno-
mornaftogaz [Black Sea drilling company],” Mr. Aksyonov 
said.

Fatigue

The bloody war is seen as becoming a protracted con-
flict, North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) chief Jens 
Stoltenberg said on June 20.

“We must prepare for the fact that it could take years. 
We must not let up in supporting Ukraine,” he told 
Germany’s Bild newspaper.

However, U.S. President Joe Biden said he isn’t afraid of 
that risk, a Bloomberg report said.

“I’m not afraid,” Mr. Biden said. “But I think that, at some 
point, it will be a kind of waiting game – what the Russians 
can endure and what Europe will be ready to endure.”

British Prime Minister Boris Johnson said Russian forces 
could soon lose steam in their incremental, yet painful 
advances in eastern Ukraine.

Speaking to a group of European newspapers on June 
22, Mr. Johnson said, “Our defense intelligence service 
believes, however, that in the next few months, Russia 
could come to a point at which there is no longer any for-
ward momentum because it has exhausted its resources.”

War crimes

The Ukrainian Weekly saw indications of war crimes in 
the Chernihiv regional village of Nova Basan northwest of 
Kyiv. Invading Russian forces entered the village of some 
1,200 people on February 28. Some armored columns and 
infantry personnel passed through while a remaining force 
stayed behind and occupied the town for 33 days until it 
was liberated on March 30.

Three civilian males, one of whom was 15 years old, 
were killed that day and one woman was wounded.

A Citroen C5 passenger vehicle belonging to a resident of 
neighboring Bobrovytsia village was destroyed and the driv-
er was killed by what appeared to be a barreled gun from a 
tank or other similar vehicle. The charred car still stands on 
the village’s main street named after bard Taras Shevchenko 
and the Russian army wouldn’t let his body be removed 
and buried for the duration of the village’s occupation.

Some 300,000 Ukrainian children have been forcibly 
deported to Russia, according to the Moscow-controlled 
Interfax news agency, citing the Russian military. Nearly 2 
million Ukrainians in total have been taken to Russia since 
February 24, when the invasion restarted.

People returning to Russian-occupied Mariupol must go 
through so-called filtration camps, the exiled mayor Vadym 
Boychenko said this week.

“They are afraid that the Armed Forces will enter and 
that there will be a guerrilla war,” he said during a briefing.

Biden on Ukraine

Mr. Biden will attend the upcoming Group of Seven 
(G-7) and NATO summits, a senior White House adminis-
tration official said on June 23.

“At the [G-7] summit in Germany, President Biden will 
participate in seven working sessions, ranging from one on 
the global economy to sessions on infrastructure to climate 
and energy security and, of course, on Ukraine,” the official 
said, according to White House press pool reporters.

(Continued from page 1)

Ukraine attains...

Ukrainian soldiers tow themselves using an inflatable boat across the Siversky Donets River, which bisects the 
Luhansk regional twin cities of Severodonetsk and Lysychansk. All four bridges linking the two cities have been 

destroyed and members of the Armed Forces of Ukraine have used inflatable rafts to get across the river.

Armed Forces of Ukraine

A satellite image taken on June 21 of Russia-occupied 
Snake Island in the Black Sea shows at least three areas 
of charring or damage following a strike on the island 

by the Armed Forces of Ukraine the previous day.

Planet Labs / OSINT88
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enough, they will win. I was a few times on 
the ground during these last 100 days and I 
have this absolute conviction that Ukraine 
can win, Ukraine cannot lose and Ukraine 
will prevail. But we have to help.

RFE/RL: When France says they want to 
sit down at the negotiating table, there is a 
particular nation not so far from Ukraine 
that gets worried. Georgia shares the exact 
history of what happened the last time 
France said we are at the negotiating table 
with Russia. And we have the example of 
2008 and the peace deal that then-French 
President Nicolas Sarkozy made to end the 
conflict. So how optimistic should we be 
about France’s capacity to deliver an agree-
ment that will be fair and upheld?

Mr. Levy: It’s a very different situation 
from Georgia. I was in Georgia, I was a [cor-
respondent] for Le Monde. ... It was very 
different. The Russian tanks arrived, maybe 
40 or 50 kilometers from Tbilisi. Without 
[any] real resistance, not very strong resis-
tance from the army of [then-President 
Mikheil] Saa kashvili.

Now, in Ukraine, it is a completely differ-
ent situation. You have a heroic president 
and a heroic people, some heroic soldiers, 
resisting foot by foot, and sometimes repel-
ling the Russian Army. So, nobody will dic-
tate to Mr. Zelenskyy the conditions of the 
end of the war. Nobody will dictate [that]. I 
have enough experience myself over this 
situation to be sure of that.

The outcome of the war will be dictated 
by Mr. Zelenskyy; nobody will be able to 
twist his arm because he’s strong, he has a 
strong army and he himself is strong. This 
man is made out of iron. ... He’s the boss.

RFE/RL: And that was not the case in 
Georgia?

Mr. Levy: In Georgia, Mr. Saakashvili was 
a good man and brave also. But he was 
about to be defeated. A few days more. I 

don’t know the worst that could happen. 
Again, I saw the Russian tanks that were 
there. So, it’s a different situation. You have 
not such a resistance in Georgia. What hap-
pens to Ukraine is unbreakable. It’s impos-
sible to break. Really.

RFE/RL: Ukraine, Moldova and Georgia 
are trying to get European Union candidate 
status. And I do know already that you’re 
supportive of that for Ukraine. But I once 
again have to go to Mr. Macron, who said 
Georgia was in a different position geopo-
litically and geographically, that he was 
supportive of Ukraine and Moldova getting 
the candidate status but he was unsure 
about Georgia. And let me ask you, both as 
a journalist and as an average Georgian citi-
zen, if the consensus in the West is that 
Ukraine has paid for that with blood and 
deserves it, Georgia also paid with blood in 
2008. Is Georgian blood of a different com-
position? Does it not count? Don’t we 
deserve it as well?

Mr. Levy: Of course. I wrote a piece in 
2008 … calling for urgent entry into NATO 
for Georgia and Ukraine. I have believed 
that [for] 14 years; it has been an emergen-
cy for 14 years now, I completely agree. 
Now [for] Georgia, it’s a scandal that we 
didn’t yet enter the process. But now there 
is an emergency, which is Ukraine. In 
Ukraine, the blood is spilling – rivers of 
blood are here. We have to stop that. No 
more Buchas. No more Borodyankas. And 
my feeling is that the emergency is to start 
the process with Ukraine, to accelerate it, 
and maybe a little later, Ukraine, like in a 
brotherly chain, will help Georgia or other 
countries of the area to join.

RFE/RL: Georgia and Moldova are the 
other two that want to join.

Mr. Levy: Today, let’s be careful. There 
could be a trap here, [so we] say Ok, we 
have to admit three, four or five countries. 
If we do [it] like this, Brussels will say Ok, 
wait a minute, impossible. So, let’s start 
now with Ukraine. And again, I’m a friend 
of Georgia. I pleaded for 30 years for the 
entrance into the EU for Bosnia-Herzego-
vina. For me, it is a shame that there is no 
organic agreement, if not entry for Bosnia. 
But today, let’s be careful not to create a 
huge problem, which is impossible to solve. 
Ukraine now. It is possible. … Let’s open the 
door without delay to Ukraine.

(This is an abridged version of the inter-
view and has been edited for clarity.)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/french-intellectual-
bernard-henri-levy-slams-putin/31908638.
html).

Through June 30 Exhibit, “Ukrainian Roots: Art by the Diaspora,” 
Montclair, NJ featuring works by Melanka Coppola, Tanya Debarry, 
 Natalie Napoleon and Ivan Bratko, Montclair Public Library, 
 973-202-0385

Through August 24 Art exhibit, “Impressions of War,” Ukrainian Institute
New York of America, www.ukrainianinstitute.org

July 5 Concert, “Echoes of the Steppes: A Ukrainian Celebration,”
Ottawa Music and Beyond festival, Carleton Dominion-Chalmers
 Center, https://musicandbeyond.ca

July 9-10 Folk Art Market, Ukrainian National Museum, 
Chicago 312-421-8020, www.ukrainiannationalmuseum.org

July 15-17 Support Ukraine Festival, Soyuzivka Heritage Center,
Kerhonkson, NY www.soyuzivka.com or 845-626-5641

July 17 Performance and presentation by bandurist Jurij Fedynsky, 
Jenkintown, PA “The Kobzar’s Prayer for Ukraine,” Ukrainian Educational
 and Cultural Center, 215-663-1166 or ueccphila.org

July 23 Benefit concert for Ukraine with Oksana Bilozir, St. Basil
Stamford, CT Seminary, www.stbasilseminary.org

July 24 Benefit concert for Ukraine with Oksana Bilozir, Ukrainian
Whippany, NJ American Cultural Center of New Jersey, www.uaacnj.org

July 27-31 75th Convention of the Ukrainian Orthodox League, Ss. 
Carnegie, PA Peter and Paul UOL Chapter, orthodoxcarnegie.org or 
 uolofusa.org

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

man is today one of the founding fathers of 
Europe. He re-founded, in a way, Europe, 
with his bravery, with his spirit of resis-
tance, with his commitment to the values of 
Europe. He took all that in his arms, he 
embraced all of that, and therefore, he is, in 
spite of his young age, a founding father of 
Europe.

RFE/RL: Let me now ask about a far less 
likable figure, Vladimir Putin. Has he 
passed his own exam, if we are to deduce 
from his own quotes that he sees himself as 
an equal to Peter the Great?

Mr. Levy: Of course, no. Vladimir the 
Little. Vladimir the Bad Chess Player. He 
was supposed to be a good chess player. I 
remember [former world chess champion 
Garry] Kasparov, by the way, telling me a 
few years ago that mentioning Putin as a 
great chess player is an insult to chess. He 
was right. He’s not even a chess player. ... He 
miscalculated everything, he [made mis-
takes at] every point. He did not know his 
army, did not know the state of his weap-
ons, misinterpreted the reaction of the 
West. He underestimated Mr. Zelenskyy. In 
politics, he is just a zero. Vladimir the Little.

RFE/RL: Let me ask you about your own 
president this time. You said that the recent 
visit by French President Emmanuel 
Macron, Italian Prime Minister Mario 
Draghi and German Chancellor Olaf Scholz 
on June 16 to Ukraine “is late but could be 
historic.” Was it?

Mr. Levy: We need time to know if an 
event is historic or not. You know, Zhou 
Enlai, the Chinese leader at the time of Mao, 
was one day asked: What do you think of 
the French Revolution of 1789? He reflect-
ed and he said, “You know, it’s a little early 
to know.” So, we will know if it is historic.

But one thing I’m sure is that Europe 
gave the image of its own unity. Europe 
spoke in one voice. Europe reasserted [its] 
commitment toward Ukraine. And in this 
sense, it was an anti-Munich 1938, when 
we said: “Ok, Mr. Hitler, take the Sudeten-
land.” Today, it is the exact opposite. Don’t 
touch the Sudetenland of today, which is 
the Donbas. This belongs to Ukraine.

RFE/RL: Do you think that was the mes-
sage this visit sent?

Mr. Levy: Oh, yeah. It is the message that 
Ukraine is a sovereign country, that this is a 
war of aggression. And that we should help 
Mr. Zelenskyy to win the war. This is what 
Mr. Macron said. He has to prevail. So, it is 
an anti-Munich for the moment.

RFE/RL: Mr. Macron also said some 

other things that made people raise their 
eyebrows. For instance, his warnings about 
humiliating Moscow. What do you make of 
that?

Mr. Levy: I said weeks ago that the only 
focus we should have in the West is the 
defeat of Putin. The only reasonable and 
honorable target which we should have is 
Putin losing the war, losing face, and, if pos-
sible, losing power. So of course, I don’t like 
this idea that we should find an exit door 
for Putin. In 1943, nobody tried to find an 
exit door for Hitler. Nobody thought we 
should not humiliate Hitler. Nobody 
thought we should save Hitler’s face. We 
thought Hitler had to be defeated, period. 
That’s exactly what has to be said about 
Putin. This is my opinion, but I may dis-
agree with my president.

RFE/RL: Is such an outcome feasible?
Mr. Levy: I think it is feasible, yes. I am 

an eyewitness of two situations where it 
already happened. Out of Kyiv, on the out-
skirts of Kyiv, the Russians were defeated at 
a horrible price, of course, a horrible cost – 
[reported war crimes in] Bucha and 
Borodyanka. ... But they were defeated, they 
were repelled. In Mykolayiv, they were 
repelled also. The Russians were repelled.

Each time the Russian Army has to con-
front properly the Ukrainian Army, the 
Russian Army is defeated. The only weapon 
which the Russians have is the rain of bombs 
and missiles, with phosphorus and so on, the 
artillery, the mastering of the sky. But when 
it comes to confronting a real army and 
behaving as a real army, they failed.

Look what happens even in Severodo-
netsk. Of course, when you have a rain of 
bombs, Ukrainians withdraw. When the 
Russians come in to occupy, they are 
unable and they withdraw again. So, my 
belief is that if they are equipped enough, 
the Ukrainians will win this war. Equipped 

(Continued from page 4)

‘Vladimir’...

Bernard-Henri Levy, a French philosopher and intellectual, said “the stability, the 
architecture and the very existence of the European Union as a political entity” is at 

stake if Ukraine loses the war

Zvjezdan Zivkovic, RFE/RL
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