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The Ukrainian Weekly

by Roman Tymotsko

LVIV – A pair of missiles fired by the 
Russian military struck the Amstor shop
ping center in the central Ukrainian city 
Kremenchuk on June 27, killing at least 20 
people with more than 40 people still miss
ing. Another 59 people were injured in the 
attack. The number of official casualties 
was expected to rise as at least 1,000 peo
ple were inside the mall at the time of the 
attack, Ukrainian President Volodymyr 

Zelenskyy said during his nightly video 
address.

“Today’s Russian strike at a shopping 
mall in Kremenchuk is one of European his
tory’s most defiant terrorist attacks. Before 
the air alarm, there were about 1,000 peo
ple inside. Fortunately, many people man
aged to get out in time. But there were still 
people inside: staff, some visitors,” Mr. 
Zelenskyy said on June 27.

Russia continues terror attacks on civilian 
targets with missile strike on shopping mall

At least 20 dead, more than 40 people still missing

(Continued on page 16)

RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service

Ukraine says its forces have forced 
Russian troops off of Snake Island in the 
Black Sea, a claim Russia denied with 
Moscow calling it a withdrawal of its forces 
as a “gesture of goodwill” to show the 
country isn’t impeding efforts to allow the 
export of agricultural products.

The report came on June 30 as a Mos
cowappointed official in the Zapori zhia 
region said a shipment of grain had left the 
Ukrainian port city of Berdyansk, which is 
under Russian control.

Control of Snake Island, located about 
40 kilometers from Ukraine’s coast, had 
enabled Russia to threaten the sea lanes 
leading to and from Odesa, Ukraine’s main 
port for shipping grain to the world.

The island became a symbol of resis
tance for Ukraine when border guards sta
tioned on it refused Russian demands that 
they surrender or die and its return is seen 
as a major victory for Kyiv.

“KABOOM! No Russian troops on the 
Snake Island anymore. Our Armed Forces 
did a great job,” Andriy Yermak, the head of 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelens
kyy’s office, wrote on Twitter along with a 
photo showing plumes of smoke rising 
from several parts of the small outpost 
that was captured by Russia in the early 
days of its invasion.

The Russian Defense Ministry con
firmed that its troops had left the island, 
which it had been using as an outpost to 
supply antiship and antiaircraft missiles 

as well as radar systems to its forces, say
ing the withdrawal came after soldiers sta
tioned there had carried out all of the 
duties they were tasked with.

It also called the move a “gesture of 
goodwill” to show Russian isn’t impeding 
efforts to allow the export of agricultural 
products on a day when Yevgeny Balitsky, 
the head of the Moscowappointed admin
istration in the Zaporizhia region, said on 
Telegram that a merchant ship with 7,000 
tons of grain had left Berdyansk for 
“friendly countries.” He did not elaborate.

Meanwhile, Lysychansk continued to be 
targeted by heavy Russian artillery fire, 
with regional officials saying the last major 
Ukrainian holdout in the east was subject
ed to “enormous” bombardment, while 
Russian forces also shelled civilian settle
ments in the Dnipropetrovsk region.

The head of the military administration 
of the Luhansk region, Serhiy Hayday, said 
Lysychansk “is constantly being shelled” 
by Russian forces attempting to encircle 
the strategic hilltop city – a key battle
ground in Moscow’s attempt to conquer 
Ukraine’s industrial heartland known as 
the Donbas.

After weeks of fighting that killed hun
dreds of civilians and turned the city into 
rubble, Moscow took control of neighbor
ing Severodonetsk and is now setting its 
sights on Lysychansk.

“The fighting is continuing at the out
skirts of the city. The Russian Army is try

Ukraine takes control of Snake Island,  
as fighting rages in Lysychansk

(Continued on page 16)

First post-pandemic Ukrainian Days advocacy event held in Washington

Ukrainian National Information Service

WASHINGTON, D.C. – The first postCOV
ID19 Ukrainian Days advocacy event spon
sored by the Ukrainian National Informa
tion Service (UNIS), the Washing ton public 
affairs bureau of the Ukrainian Congress 
Committee of America (UCCA), was held on 
June 910 in the nation’s capital. Some 100 
community activists from 15 states 
descended on Washington to promote 
issues of concern, including a robust Russia 
sanctions regime and expedited military 
assistance to Ukraine.

The twoday event, which brought 
together Ukrainian community representa
tives from California to Massachusetts, 

began on June 9 with a prayer for the victims 
of Russia’s newest genocide of Ukrainians. 
The prayer took place at the National 
Holodomor Memorial in Washing ton.

  Since the start of the Kremlin’s unpro
voked war on Ukraine on February 24, 
thousands of innocent civilians and mili
tary personnel have been killed in the 
country, while as many as onequarter of 
Ukraine’s population has been displaced 
from their homes.

UNIS Director Michael Sawkiw, Jr., greet
ed those gathered and welcomed everyone 
to the traditional Ukrainian Days advocacy 
event.

Community activists discuss Russia sanctions,  
military assistance to Ukraine, designating Russia  

as state sponsor of terror

(Continued on page 9)

A screen grab taken from a video released by Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy shows a missile fired by the Russian military hitting a civilian shopping 
mall in the central Ukrainian city Kremenchuk on June 27.  The strike killed at least 

20 people, though that number was expected to be much higher.

Office of the President of Ukraine

Ukrainian Days participants met with Rep. Andy Kim (D-Ill.) (back row, fourth from 
the left).

Courtesy of UNIS
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Former Giuliani associate sentenced

A Ukrainianborn associate of former 
New York City Mayor Rudy Giuliani has 
been sentenced to one year and eight 
months in prison for fraud and campaign 
finance crimes. Lev Parnas, 50, was also 
ordered to pay $2.3 million in restitution. 
Prosecutors in New York City had sought a 
sixyear sentence. Mr. Parnas asked for leni
ency based on his cooperation with a probe 
into President Donald Trump’s efforts to 
get Ukrainian officials to investigate 
President Joe Biden’s son. Addressing the 
court before the sentence was announced, 
Mr. Parnas sobbed and apologized to peo
ple who had lost money investing in his 
business ventures. “A lot that you heard is 
true, your honor,” Mr. Parnas told the judge. 
“I have not been a good person my whole 
life. I’ve made mistakes. And I admit it.” The 
criminal case against Mr. Parnas was not 
directly related to his work for Mr. Giuliani 
as he lobbied Ukrainian officials in the run
up to the U.S. presidential election in 2016 
to investigate Mr. Biden’s son, who served 
on the board of a Kyivbased natural gas 
company. Instead, it focused on donations 
Mr. Parnas illegally made to a number of 
U.S. politicians using money from Russian 
businessman Andrei Muravyov while lying 
about the source of the money. U.S. law 
bars foreign individuals from contributing 
to political campaigns. Mr. Parnas in March 
pleaded guilty to a separate charge involv
ing an insurance startup that he conned 
people into investing in and then used 
much of the money for campaign contribu
tions. Igor Fruman, a business associate of 
Mr. Parnas who also worked for Mr. Giulia
ni, was sentenced earlier this year to one 
year in prison for campaign finance law 
violations. The Sovietborn Mr. Fruman also 
expressed remorse for his crimes. Mr. 
Giuliani, who served as a personal lawyer 
to Mr. Trump, has said he knew nothing 
about the crimes and has not been charged. 
(RFE/RL, with reporting by AP, AFP, and 
Reuters)

Ukraine announces prisoner swap

Ukraine’s Defense Ministry has announ
ced a prisoner exchange involving 144 
Ukrainian soldiers, including scores of 

defenders of the Azovstal steelworks in the 
southern port city of Mariupol. “This is the 
largest exchange since the start of the full
scale Russian invasion. Of the 144 freed, 95 
are Azovstal defenders. Among them, 43 
servicemen of the Azov Regiment,” the 
main intelligence directorate of the Defense 
Ministry said on June 29 on Telegram. It did 
not specify when and where the swap took 
place or how many Russian prisoners were 
part of the exchange. The head of a Russia
backed separatist group in Ukraine’s 
Donetsk region also reported a prisoner 
exchange with Kyiv, saying the number of 
fighters exchanged was 144 on each side. 
Denis Pushilin said 144 Russiabacked sep
aratists and Russian soldiers would return 
home as part of the exchange. “We handed 
over to Kyiv the same number of prisoners 
from Ukrainian armed units. Most of whom 
were wounded,” Mr. Pushilin said on 
Telegram. There had been concerns over 
the fate of Ukrainian soldiers taken prison
er by Russian forces after they abandoned 
the Azovstal steel complex in Mariupol. 
Some prominent Russian lawmakers last 
month said there should be no exchange of 
members of the Azov Regiment, which 
Russia considers a neoNazi organization. 
Russia said some 2,500 Ukrainian soldiers 
had been taken into custody when it took 
over the steel plant. Mr. Pushilin said at the 
time he thought the prisoners would face a 
“tribunal.” Ukrainian officials and relatives 
of the soldiers had urged Moscow to treat 
the men as prisoners of war, and Ukrainian 
Deputy Prime Minister Iryna Vereshuk said 
that Kyiv would fight for their return. 
Moscow and Kyiv have exchanged prison
ers several times since Russia invaded on 
February 24. (RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service, 
with reporting by AFP and Reuters)

Zelenskyy says he may attend G-20 summit

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelens
kyy says he has accepted an invitation to 
attend the autumn Group of 20 (G20) 
summit in Bali, but his participation will 
depend on which leaders are also attend
ing, a thinly veiled reference to Russian 
President Vladimir Putin. Following talks 
with Indonesian President Joko Widodo in 

(Continued on page 14)

 NEWS ANALYSIS

by Pavel K. Baev
Eurasia Daily Monitor

The postSoviet transformation took 
Russia from a fledgling democracy to a cor
rupt autocracy, but since the start of the war 
against Ukraine the Kremlin has taken a new 
turn, which amounts to a resolute topdown 
effort at reversing what progress has been 
achieved in modernizing the state system, 
economy and society. This experiment is 
unique not only in scale but also in content, 
as the Russian Federation – unlike the Soviet 
Union – had gained access to most hightech 
products and services and still remains 
deeply involved in global supply chains.

Russian President Vladimir Putin tries to 
present his resort to projecting crude mili
tary power as a forceful blow against the 
Westerncontrolled world order, position
ing Russia in the vanguard of the presumed 
revolt of antiglobalist forces (Kommersant, 
June 23). His claims, however, found scant 
support at the virtual summit of the Global 
South gathered by China on June 24 in the 
BRICS+ format (a loose grouping of Brazil, 
Russia, India, China and South Africa, along 
with additional ad hoc partners) 
(Valdaiclub.com, June 24). Whatever griev
ances the leaders of Algeria, Argentina, 
Egypt and Ethiopia might hold, they see 
few benefits in dismantling the key institu
tions underpinning the world order – from 
the World Bank to the International 
Olympic Committee – while seeking to ben
efit from the sanctions imposed by these 
international structures on Russia 
(Kommersant, June 25).

In such transactional maneuvering, 
these leaders are monitoring the results of 
the Russian experiment and making their 
own estimates of the damage done by the 
war, from food shortages to the diversion 
of donor attention (RBC, June 25). What is 
typically perceived as the key parameter 
of success, or the lack thereof, is the depth 
of economic contraction under the pres
sure of unprecedented Western sanctions. 
And while the official estimates of 1012 
percent of GDP decline may not look so 
drastic, the quality of this recession is 
sharply different from the possible reces
sions in the United States and European 
Union (Rosbalt, June 23; Profinance.ru, 
June 24). Household costs are rising in a 
similar way, but in Russia the main driver 
of this inflation is the severe cuts in 
imports, which help to keep a positive 
trade balance but result in a steady expan
sion of poverty (Novaya Gazeta, June 23). 
The Russian authorities advertise new 
measures of social support, but the real 
scope of these payments is much smaller 
than the dramatic and officially denied 
spike in consumer prices (Nezavisimaya 
Gazeta, June 22). One shock that is ignored 
by the carefully doctored statistics is the 
sharp jump in the cost of car repairs – a 
symptom of the deep crisis in the automo
bile industry, which cannot cope with the 
broad supply chain breaks (Forbes.ru, 
June 22).

Moscow has declared import substitu
tion as the main answer to the condemned 

by Jakub Bornio
Eurasia Daily Monitor

Poland proved itself to be Ukraine’s cru
cial hinterland from the outset of Russia’s 
largescale war on Ukraine launched on 
February 24. When hostilities intensified, 
Poland started to take in thousands and 
eventually millions of Ukrainian refugees 
and serves as a transport hub for Western 
military deliveries to Ukraine’s defense forc
es (see Eurasia Daily Monitor, February 25). 
As the war dragged on, PolishUkrainian 
bilateral relations only strengthened.

Poland has notably risen to be the sec
ondlargest source of military aid to 
Ukraine (Ifwkiel.de, accessed June 21). 
According to Prime Minister Mateusz 
Morawiecki, as of late April, Poland had 
delivered around $1.6 billion worth of 

weaponry to its besieged eastern neighbor 
(Twitter.com/PiotrMuller, April 23). And 
Polish National Security Bureau head 
Paweł Soloch officially confirmed that 
Warsaw equipped the Ukrainian Armed 
Forces with a modernized version of the 
Sovietera T72 tank from its inventory 
(Rzeczpospolita, April 29). Unofficially, the 
delivery included more than 200 of these 
machines. The deal to buy 250 brandnew 
Abrams battle tanks from the United States, 
which Warsaw signed in early April, likely 
had an influence on the decision to transfer 
the aging T72s to Ukraine.

Total Polish deliveries to Kyiv consist of 
various types of weaponry, including 
domestically manufactured, relatively low
cost equipment like Piorun manportable 

Russian experiment with de-modernization 
yields negative results

Polish-Ukrainian relations intensify 
as a result of Russian aggression
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Corrections
In the story “Scholars appeal to German 

Bundestag to recognize Holodomor as 
genocide,” published in the June 19 issue of 
The Ukrainian Weekly, the edited story 
incorrectly attributed strategies to chal
lenge the legal definition of the Holodomor 
as genocide to historian Victoria Malko. 
The story, however, should have attributed 
those strategies to Russia.

The corrected paragraph now reads as 
follows: Historian Victoria Malko analyzed 
denial strategies as part of Russia’s hybrid 
war against Ukraine. Those strategies 
include challenging the legal definition of 

the Holodomor as genocide, reinterpreting 
the genocide against the Ukrainian nation 
as an “allUnion” famine, covering up the 
extent of demographic losses, criminaliz
ing Holodomor studies and activating pro
Russian forces in Ukraine to subvert the 
country from within.

Additionally, the edited story also noted 
that Dusseldorf, Germany, is home to 6,000 
Ukrainians. The story should have noted 
that Essen, Germany, is home to 6,000 
Ukrainians.  And a photo caption for the 
story included an incorrect spelling of the 
name Babette Nierenz. These corrections 
have been made online.



3THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, JULY 3-10, 2022No. 27-28

InteRvIew: Can Russia maintain its momentum in Ukraine’s east?

Zelenskyy calls on U.N. to visit shopping center hit by missile as G-7 vows continued support for Ukraine

by Reid Standish
RFE/RL

As North American Treaty Organization 
(NATO) leaders gathered in Madrid for a 
key summit that focused on Russia’s inva
sion of Ukraine, Russian forces are continu
ing to make incremental gains in the war.

Government troops are still defending 
Lysychansk, the last city held by Kyiv in the 
eastern Luhansk Oblast. But with no end in 
sight to the war, the transatlantic military 
alliance is looking to devise a longterm 
strategy to help Ukraine and punish Russia. 
Kyiv has pleaded for continued support, 
including Western arms and ammunition, 
to help it expel Russian forces from the 
country before winter bogs down forces on 
both sides.

Kyiv says that it remains outgunned on 
the battlefield, with the Russian advance 
now covering about 20 percent of the coun
try’s territory. In the eastern Donbas 
region, composed of the oblasts of Luhansk 
and Donetsk, Ukrainian troops are believed 
to be outgunned by 10to1 in artillery. 
Tens of thousands of Ukrainians are esti
mated to have been killed since the war 
broke out in February.

Meanwhile, Russian forces are making 
small gains in eastern Ukraine, where 
Moscow has concentrated most of its forc
es. But Western intelligence predictions say 
that Moscow may soon exhaust its combat 
capabilities and be forced to halt its costly 
offensive.

To find out more, RFE/RL spoke with 
Mick Ryan, a retired major general in the 
Australian Army and a fellow at the 
Washingtonbased Center for Strategic and 
International Studies.

RFE/RL: It appears that the Russians 
are making headway in eastern Ukraine, 
but there are also a lot of warnings and 
commentary, especially coming from 
Western officials, saying that they only 
believe that Russia can sustain its current 

momentum and pace for the next few 
months. Taken together, what does that 
mean to you moving forward?

Mr. Ryan: It means that both the 
Russians and Ukrainians are reaching a 
point where their forces are pretty tight, 
where both of them have been slugging it 
out in the north, the northeast, the south 
and the east for over four months now. At 
the individual level, but also at the strategic 
level, both sides are getting weary in [the] 

Donbas, where the Russians have focused 
the majority of their combat power since 
about Day 50 or 55 of this war.

This has really been a crucible event for 
both the Russians and the Ukrainians, and 
this has allowed the Russians to actually 
make some progress in the war, which they 
really haven’t made up until this point. It 
demonstrates that they’ve learned from 
some of their failures north of Kyiv and 
around [the northeastern city of] Kharkiv 
and are still focused on achieving some of 
the political outcomes that [Russian 
President Vladimir] Putin set out in his May 
9 [Victory Day] speech.

The Russians have been able to generate 
a significant advantage in artillery firepow
er and in air power for the first time, while 
the Ukrainians haven’t been able to inter
rupt [Russian] supply lines to the same 

degree that they were able to do earlier in 
the war. So, we’re at a point now where the 
Russians have improved.

The Ukrainians are getting a bit tired 
and being careful. They don’t want to get 
drawn into a war of attrition any more than 
they have to because they can’t win a war of 
attrition against the Russians. The Russians 
like fighting that way – it’s their preferred 
way of war – and I think the Ukrainians are 
clever enough not to get drawn into fight

ing their adversary the way they want to be 
fought, but they have to be very careful at 
the moment.

RFE/RL: How do you avoid something 
like getting pulled into a war of attrition?

Mr. Ryan: The political element comes 
to the forefront here because there is a 
political desire [from Kyiv] to not cede too 
much Ukrainian territory. They’ve already 
lost about 20 percent of their territory so 
far in this war.

In particular, Severodonetsk in the east 
represented the last major Ukrainianheld 
city in [Luhansk] Province. There certainly 
would have been political pressure to 
retain that city and retain that territory, but 
the reality is that sometimes you have to 
give up territory if you want to keep your 
army intact.

For Ukraine at the moment, preserving 
their army is way more important than ter
ritory, so they need to be sure not to be 
fighting on Russia’s terms.

RFE/RL: In a lot of the analysis that’s 
out there, the view seems to be that the 
Ukrainians actually have quite a difficult 
time retaking a lot of territory. What does 
Ukraine need to do in order to launch some 
more successful counterattacks and retake 
territory in the south or in the Donbas?

Mr. Ryan: We’re in a different phase of 
the war now. At the beginning, particularly 
when things were focused north of Kyiv 
and around Kharkiv, both sides were still 
learning and blowing out the cobwebs from 
their institutions that hadn’t fought big 
wars for a long time.

The Russians, in particular, learned 
some very tough lessons about combined 
arms, air defense, logistics and electronic 
warfare, among other things. They do 
appear to have learned at least some les
sons and they are applying them in the east 
where they have really concentrated their 
combat power to generate a significant 
combat advantage against the Ukrainians.

In the south, the Ukrainians have been 
taking back land, but it’s been a tough fight. 
There’s a couple of reasons for that. First, 
this is not the main Ukrainian effort at the 
moment, so they aren’t getting the reserves 
and reinforcements that they need to make 
the operational breakthroughs that their 
tactical advances might enable.

Second, the Russians have had time to 
prepare multiple defensive lines in the 
south, and if you are fighting from prepared 
defensive positions, coupled with a pretty 
good sensor network and artillery and long
range strike advantages, you’re going to 
make it pretty tough for an attacker to push 
through those multiple defensive lines.

RFE/RL: There’re a lot of questions 

RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelens
kyy has called for the United Nations to 
send a special representative or the secre
tary general to the site of a missile strike on 
a shopping mall in the city of Kremen chuk.

Mr. Zelenskyy said this would allow the 
U.N. to independently gather information 
and “see that this indeed was a Russian 
missile strike.”

Mr. Zelenskyy made the comment on 
June 28 in a virtual address to an emergen
cy session of the U.N. Security Council that 
Kyiv requested after the missile strike on 
June 27 in which at least 20 people died.

Russia’s Defense Ministry denied it tar
geted the shopping mall, saying its missiles 
were fired at a weapons depot and that 
exploding ammunition stocks sparked the 
deadly fire.

“As a result of a highprecision strike, 
Westernmade weapons and ammunition 
concentrated in the storage area for further 
shipment to the Ukrainian grouping of 
troops in the Donbas were hit,” the ministry 
said in a statement.

Moscow also falsely claimed that the 
mall was “not operational” at the time of 
the strike.

Speaking from Kyiv, Mr. Zelenskyy, who 
after the strike said Russia should be 
labeled a “state sponsor of terrorism,” also 
asked the U.N. to legally define the term 

“terrorist state.” He argued that Moscow’s 
invasion of his country demonstrates “the 
urgent necessity to enshrine it” at the level 
of the United Nations and punish any ter
rorist state.

He also said Russia should be excluded 
from the Security Council and should be 
deprived of its powers in the General 
Assembly.

Before Mr. Zelenskyy spoke, a U.N. official 
told the Security Council that the U.N. has 
recorded more than 10,600 civilian casual
ties in Ukraine, including 4,731 deaths. 
Rosemary DiCarlo, undersecretary general 
for political and peacebuilding affairs, said 
the true toll was “considerably higher.”

In addition to the 20 confirmed dead in 
the missile strike on the shopping center, 
dozens were injured and many are still 
missing, authorities said on June 28.

Regional Governor Dmytro Lunyn said 
the mall was “completely destroyed” by the 
missile strike, which Ukraine said was fired 
from Tu22 longrange bombers.

Leaders of the Group of Seven (G7) 
nations pledged on the last day of a summit 
in Germany to support Kyiv for “as long as 
it takes” as the war grinds on.

The G7 leaders agreed that Russian 
President Vladimir Putin “must not win this 
war, and we will continue to keep up and 
drive higher the economic and political 
costs for President Putin and his regime,” 
German Chancellor Olaf Scholz said at a 

closing news conference for the summit.
“For that, it is important to stand togeth

er – including in the long haul that we cer
tainly still face,” Mr. Scholz said.

Speaking at the end of the summit, 
French President Emmanuel Macron vowed 
that the seven leading industrialized democ
racies would support Ukraine and maintain 
sanctions against Russia “as long as neces
sary, and with the necessary intensity.”

He called the attack on the shopping 
center “a new war crime” and said “Russia 
cannot and should not win” the war.

In another strike reported on June 28, 
Russian missiles hit in the city of Dnipro, 
the regional governor said. Fire broke out 
as a result of the strike, and rescuers were 
searching for people under the rubble, said 
a spokeswoman for emergency services in 
the Dnipropetrovsk region.

The missile hit a transport company, 
destroying 21 cars and 13 trucks, the 
spokeswoman said. A second missile hit an 
industrial enterprise, damaging several 
buildings.

The head of the Luhansk regional mili
tary administration, Serhiy Hayday said 
that Ukrainian defenders will try to hold 
the line against Russian forces in the east as 
they look to buy time until the arrival of 
Western weapons.

Russian forces were trying to storm 
Lysychansk, which lies across the Siverskiy 
Donets River from Severodonetsk, to com

plete their capture of Luhansk in the 
Donbas region.

To the west of Lysychansk, the mayor of 
Slovyansk said Russian forces fired cluster 
munitions, including one that hit a residen
tial neighborhood. Authorities said the 
number of victims had yet to be confirmed.

Separately, Mr. Zelenskyy said he had 
told NATO chief Jens Stoltenberg that his 
country needs missile defense systems to 
prevent Russian attacks.

Britain’s Ministry of Defense said in its 
daily intelligence bulletin on June 28 that 
Ukrainian forces continued to consolidate 
their positions on higher ground in 
Lysychansk, after abandoning its twin city, 
Severodonetsk, to the Russians.

The bulletin said Ukrainian forces con
tinued to disrupt the Russians’ command 
and control with successful strikes deep 
behind Russian lines.

British intelligence assessed that 
Russian forces in the Donbas are increas
ingly “hollowed out” and their combat 
effectiveness has been degraded – a situa
tion that is “probably unsustainable” in the 
long term.

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-nato-
lysychansk-kremenchuk/31919038.html).

This is an existential fight for Ukraine. This 
isn’t one they chose, and it’s one they would 
prefer not to have to fight, but they know from 
how the Russians have treated Ukrainian ci-
vilians, how they’ve destroyed Ukrainian cit-
ies, how they’ve raped, tortured and murdered 
Ukrainians, that this is truly an existential 
fight for their country.

– Mick Ryan

(Continued on page 19)
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NATO officially declares Russia a ‘significant and direct threat’ to members’ peace and security

Zelenskyy addresses NATO summit, urges alliance to help Ukraine win before war comes to rest of Europe

RFE/RL

The North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO) has declared Russia the “most sig
nificant and direct threat” to its members’ 
peace and security amid Moscow’s unpro
voked invasion of Ukraine.

The Western military alliance made the 
declaration in a statement as its leaders 
met in Madrid on June 29 to confront what 
NATO chief Jens Stoltenberg called the big
gest security crisis since World War II.

NATO’s declaration underscores how 
dramatically Russia’s invasion of Ukraine 
has unsettled Europe’s postCold War secu
rity order.

The alliance also promised to “step up 
political and practical support” to Ukraine 
in the face of Russia’s invasion.

Mr. Stoltenberg said Ukraine is fighting 
for its independence but also for Western 
values and security.

But Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy, in a video address to the sum
mit, chided NATO for not embracing his 
embattled country more fully and asked for 
more weapons to defeat Moscow’s forces.

Mr. Zelenskyy told NATO leaders that 
Ukraine needs more advanced heavy weap
ons and additional financial support to stave 
off Russia’s invasion, warning that Moscow’s 
ambitions won’t stop with his country.

“We need to break the Russian artillery 
advantage. ... We need much more modern 
systems, modern artillery,” Mr. Zelenskyy 
told a NATO summit in Madrid via video 
link on June 29, adding that financial sup

port was “no less important than aid with 
weapons.”

“This is not a war being waged by Russia 
against only Ukraine. This is a war for the 
right to dictate conditions in Europe – for 
what the future world order will be like,” 
Mr. Zelenskyy said.

The statement also said that NATO lead
ers agreed on June 29 to formally invite 
Finland and Sweden to join the alliance 
after Turkey struck a deal with the Nordic 
duo to drop its objections.

“Today, we have decided to invite 
Finland and Sweden to become members 
of NATO and agreed to sign the Accession 
Protocols,” a declaration from the summit 
in Madrid said.

Russia’s war on Ukraine raised fears in 
Finland and Sweden, prompting them to 
seek to join the 30member alliance. 
Finland’s long border with Russia means 
the RussianNATO border will expand dra
matically.

Finland and Sweden applied to join the 
military alliance last month, but their bids 
were held back by Turkey, which has 
accused both nations, particularly Sweden, 
of offering a safe haven to Kurdish militants 
who have been waging an insurgency 
against the Turkish state.

Mr. Stoltenberg also said he expected a 
swift ratification of Sweden and Finland 
joining the military alliance. Unanimous 
consent is required for NATO enlargement.

Russian President Vladimir Putin said 
Russia would respond in kind if NATO set 
up infrastructure in Finland and Sweden 

after they join the alliance. According to 
Russian news agencies, he also said he 
could not rule out that tensions would 
emerge in relations with Helsinki and 
Stockholm over their membership in 
NATO.

U.S. President Joe Biden thanked Turkish 
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan for drop
ping his opposition to Sweden and 
Finland’s membership bids. At the same 
time, a Pentagon official signaled support 
for Turkey’s plan to purchase additional 
F16 warplanes.

Celeste Wallander, assistant secretary of 
defense for international security affairs, 
told reporters on a conference call that the 
U.S. Defense Department “fully supports 
Turkey’s modernization plans.”

“Turkey is a highly capable, highly val
ued, strategic NATO ally, and Turkish 
defense capabilities – strong Turkish 
defense capabilities – contribute to strong 
NATO defense capabilities,” she said.

A plan to equip Turkey with F35 stealth 
fighters fell through after Turkey bought 
S400 antiaircraft missile systems from 
Russia, which the United States considered 
threatening to the security of the F35 pro
gram.

Turkey then set out to buy new F16 
fighter jets, as well as upgrades for its exist
ing fleet of the same planes, but that pur
chase was put on hold.

Mr. Biden said earlier that the United 
States is strengthening its military pres
ence in Europe in the face of new threats 
posed by Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.

Mr. Biden said the alliance will be 
“strengthened in all directions across every 
domain – land, air and sea.”

Mr. Biden said at a meeting with Mr. 
Stoltenberg that Washington was boosting 
the fleet of U.S. naval destroyers from four 
to six in Rota, Spain, and would establish a 
permanent headquarters in Poland of the 
5th Army Corps.

It will also send an “additional rotational 
brigade” to Romania, consisting of “3,000 
fighters and another 2,000 personnel com
bat team” and will enhance rotational 
deployments in the Baltic countries, Mr. 
Biden said.

Two additional squadrons of the F35 
stealth plane will be sent to Britain and 
more air defense and other capabilities will 
be placed in Germany and in Italy.

“We’re sending an unmistakable mes
sage ... that NATO is strong, united and the 
steps we’re taking during this summit are 
going to further augment our collective 
strength,” Mr. Biden said.

“We mean it when we say an attack 
against one is an attack against all,” he told 
reporters at the start of a working session 
of NATO leaders.

(With reporting by Reuters, AP, AFP and 
Time)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/nato-summit-stol-
tenberg-ukraine-challenge/31920939.html).

The following is the full text of Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy’s speech to 
participants of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO) summit in Madrid.  It 
was translated from the original Ukrainian 
and released by the Office of the President of 
Ukraine on June 29.

Dear Mr. Secretary General!
Ladies and gentlemen!
I am grateful for the opportunity to 

address you today at the NATO summit, 
which will be crucial and groundbreaking.

Today is really the beginning of a new 
history. Not just for NATO’s eastern flank, 
but for the entire Alliance. For the whole 
EuroAtlantic community. In a time of [an] 
extremely aggressive Kremlin, the world 
needs an extremely bold Alliance.

And I am sure that the next summit in a 
year will show the results of this summit 
and what the future of NATO will be. I am 
grateful once again for this opportunity, 
and my address to you at the next NATO 
summit, next year – with my direct partici
pation, not this online format – will be a 
testament to our common victory. But next 
year could be a worse situation – if not only 
Ukraine, but also several other states, possi
bly members of the Alliance, come under 
fire from Russia. And then it will be our 
common failure – Ukraine and NATO.

You are all well aware of what Russia’s 
goals really are. For many years it has been 
threatening to start a war. Threatened – if 
Ukraine joins NATO. But Ukraine is not in 
NATO, and Russia’s fullscale war against 
our state has been ongoing for 126 days – 
after eight years of war in the Donbas. So 
why has everyone believed for decades that 
it was NATO that could provoke Russia into 
something by its actions?

Russia’s goals are known. They are obvi
ous. The Russian leadership sees the world 
differently. Not like you. They see Lithuania, 
for example, not as a member of your 
Alliance, but as a republic of the Soviet 
Union. For us, it is an independent state and 
has long been a former republic of the 

USSR. For us it is the past, and they see it as 
a possible future. They want to enslave it 
again. They consider it that way. They see it 
that way. And the same goes for every 
country that is Russia’s neighbor, for every 
state that was once under Moscow’s influ
ence.

Only now – at this summit – will you 
identify Russia as your main threat, but you 
have been an enemy for them for a really 
long time already. And the ideology of 
Russia is based on this; it is reflected one 
hundred percent in its propaganda; its task 
is to break you, to put pressure on you. And 
it is surprising that the work of propagan
dists, Russian television in some of your 
countries, continues! This is not about free
dom of speech. This is a concrete prepara
tion of war against you, within your states.

And please look at our state – what it can 
lead to in yours! Russia’s tactics are very 
simple. It destroys everything – houses, 
shopping malls, schools, hospitals. More 
than 2,800 missiles since February 24, and 
the vast majority were aimed at civilian tar
gets! What is it for? What are the bombs 

for? What are total artillery strikes for?
The Russian army is doing everything 

possible to force as many people as possi
ble to leave their cities, so that there is 
nothing but ruins. And then the socalled 
“second army of the world” enters these cit
ies – already empty and already dead. And 
it does not want to stop in the Donbas or 
somewhere in the south of Ukraine. It 
wants to absorb city after city, all of us, and 
then all in Europe, whom the Russian lead
ership considers its property, not indepen
dent states. This is Russia’s real goal.

The question is, who is next? Moldova? 
Or the Baltic countries? Or Poland? The 
answer is all of them.

The same goes, by the way, with the food 
crisis – with the blockade of Ukrainian 
ports, with the famine that Russia is pro

voking. What is the real target? You! The 
same! Hunger is a tool, a means, and its real 
goal is to put pressure on you, and it’s 
chaos. It’s new waves of migration to 
Europe.

Isn’t that the case with energy? Why is 
Russia pulling the gas noose? Why is it put
ting pressure on Europe? For you to ask. 
For you to be humiliated. For you to be 
completely dependent. So that you can be 
forced to give up your freedom, your 
democracy and your values – for the sake of 
certain interests of the Russian leadership.

We need to see the real goals of Russia. 
And if they were different, now there would 
be no desire of Finland and Sweden to join 
the Alliance, to get common security.

Ladies and gentlemen!
While democracies were calling on the 

Russian leadership to have reason and 
morality, Russia was accumulating power 
and missiles. You, the democratic leaders, 
have urged it to respect international law, 
but tyrants understand force. And force 
only! And this is clearly seen in those areas 
of Ukraine where the Russian army has 
been severely rebuffed.

Ukraine commends the decision on the 
accession of Finland and Sweden to the 
Alliance. And it is very good that this has 
happened now – before Russia could start 
acting against these states as well. But is 
Russia doing anything against them now 
given this decision? No, and you see it.

The Russian leadership has publicly stat
ed that the Leningrad streets taught them 
the rules of life. There, any attempts at dia
logue and appeasement are perceived only 
as weakness and fear. There, you don’t 
make a phone call to anyone to talk when 

“NATO’s open door policy should not resemble 
the old Kyiv metro turnstiles: they are open, 
and when you approach, the turnstiles close 
until you pay. Hasn’t Ukraine paid enough yet? 
Is our contribution to the defense of Europe 
and the whole civilization still insufficient? 
What else is needed then?”

– Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy

 FOR THE RECORD
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Turkish deal with Finland, Sweden opens the door to momentous NATO enlargement

Canadian Prime Minister Trudeau announces $151 million in new support for Ukraine at G-7 summit

by Rikard Jozwiak
RFE/RL

Late on June 28, the leaders of Finland, 
Sweden and Turkey signed a trilateral 
memorandum on the sidelines of the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) sum
mit in Madrid, paving the way for the 
Nordic duo to join the military alliance. But 
what did they actually agree to and what 
will happen next?

How did we get here?

Everyone, including senior NATO offi
cials and the political leadership of Sweden 
and Finland, expected that the pair would 
join the alliance without any obstacles after 
Stockholm and Helsinki sought member
ship in the wake of Russia’s fullscale war 
on Ukraine in February.

But in midMay, Turkish President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan voiced his opposi
tion, highlighting a Western arms embargo 
on Turkey that both countries had joined 
and their alleged support of various 
Kurdish causes. What ensued was six 
weeks of political negotiations on various 
levels overseen by NATO, mostly in 
Brussels and Ankara, before they finally 
signed the threepage memorandum in the 
Spanish capital on June 28 after nearly four 
hours of talks. Both Finland and Sweden 
are now set to finally join the club.

What’s in the memorandum?

It largely focuses on three issues: fight
ing terrorism, the arms trade and Turkish 

extradition requests.
For a long time, Finland and Sweden 

have classified the Kurdistan Workers 
Party (PKK) as a terrorist organization, but 
in the memorandum they commit to also 
“prevent activities of the PKK and all other 
terrorist organizations and their exten
sions, as well as activities by individuals in 
affiliated and inspired groups or networks 
linked to these terrorist organizations.” 
They are also signing up to closer coopera
tion with Turkey to “prevent the activities 
of these terrorist groups.”

Crucially, there is also a pledge not to 
provide support to the Democratic Union 
Party (PYD) and its People’s Defense Units 
(YPG), a Kurdish political party in Syria 
and its military wing that Ankara insists 
are closely associated with the PKK but 
many Western countries see as one of the 
most effective forces in fighting the 
Islamic State extremist group. Notably, 
there is no Turkish ultimatum in the 
memorandum to classify the YPG as a ter
rorist organization.

In another clear concession to Ankara, 
all three parties confirm that no national 
arms embargoes exist between them. But 
the biggest issue addressed is the future 
potential extradition of ethnic Kurds to 
Turkey, a sensitive topic in Sweden, which 
is home to an estimated 100,000 people of 
Kurdish origin.

The text states that “Finland and 
Sweden will address Turkey’s pending 
deportation or extradition requests of ter
ror suspects expeditiously and thoroughly, 

taking into account information, evidence 
and intelligence provided by Turkey.” The 
document also notes that they will “estab
lish necessary bilateral legal frameworks to 
facilitate extradition and security coopera
tion with Turkey, in accordance with the 
European Convention on Extradition.”

It’s possible that this deal will hurt 
Sweden’s ruling Social Democratic Party in 
the parliamentary elections scheduled for 
September, and might be seen as a betrayal 
of the many Kurds seeking refuge in the 
country.

When can Finland and Sweden 
 join NATO?

On June 29, NATO leaders made the 
symbolic decision to invite Finland and 
Sweden to join NATO. The actual accession 
protocol, however, will not be signed in 
Madrid but more likely in Brussels next 
week by the ambassadors of the 30 current 
NATO members.

Then the ratification process starts in all 
the members’ national parliaments. 
Normally this takes around one year but 
there have already been commitments by 
various countries to speed up the process. 
That could mean Sweden and Finland 
become the 31st and 32nd NATO members 
as soon as this fall.

Why is this significant?

Firstly, it is a huge political shift for both 
Finland and Sweden. Helsinki will be aban
doning the final vestiges of its unique Cold 
War status, which led to the coining of the 

term “Finlandization,” where the Soviet 
Union allowed the country independence 
in exchange for Finland not opposing its 
bigger and more powerful neighbor’s for
eign policy. And for Stockholm, it might be 
even more momentous, as over 200 years 
of military nonalignment is about to be 
consigned to history.

Accepting the two new Nordic members 
will also have a huge impact on NATO. 
Finland, which still has universal male con
scription, can boast a wartime strength of 
280,000 troops and trained reserves of 
900,000 men and women, making it one of 
NATO’s biggest armies. Finland also meets 
NATO’s goal of spending 2 percent of its 
gross domestic product (GDP) on defense, 
something only nine current NATO mem
bers manage to do. Sweden also aims to 
reach that target in the years ahead and is 
one of the largest arms exporters in the 
world.

Not to mention the impact the expan
sion will have on the security and geopoli
tics of Europe. The entire Baltic region, 
with the exception of Russia, will soon be 
NATO territory and Finland’s 1,300kilo
meter border with Russia will become the 
military alliance’s longest, with what is cur
rently its biggest adversary.

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/nato-turkey-swe-
den-finland-russia/31921236.html).

Office of the Prime Minister of Canada

ELMAU, Germany – Canadian Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau on June 28 con
cluded his participation at the Group of 
Seven (G7) summit in Elmau, Germany, 
with an announcement of significant new 
Canadian support for Ukraine in the 
amount of more than $151 million.

 During the summit, Mr. Trudeau met 
with leaders of the world’s leading democ
racies to further coordinate his country’s 
efforts to continue supporting Ukraine, 
build a cleaner future for all people, get 
COVID19 vaccines to those who need them 
and advance the shared values of democra
cy, human rights and gender equality.

Building on the close collaboration of 
G7 partners in recent months to support 
Ukraine, Mr. Trudeau announced $151.7 
million in new humanitarian, development 
and peace and security support for 
Ukraine.

That amount includes $75 million in 
humanitarian assistance to help get food, 
emergency cash and vouchers, protection, 
shelter and health services to Ukrainians. It 
also includes $52 million for agricultural 
solutions including grain storage units to 
help improve food security, $15 million to 
support lifesaving mine clearing efforts and 
$9.7 million to support accountability for 
human rights violations.

The Prime Minister also announced that 
Canada will provide a $200 million loan to 
Ukraine through the International 
Monetary Fund to help meet its urgent 
liquidity needs. In addition, he announced 
$73 million in humanitarian assistance that 
Canada pledged on April 9 has now been 
allocated to address the crisis in Ukraine 
and neighboring countries.

At the summit, G7 leaders committed to 
stand in unity to support the government 
and people of Ukraine in their fight for a 
peaceful, prosperous and democratic 
future. This includes continuing to impose 
severe and direct economic costs on 
Russian President Vladimir Putin’s regime.

The prime minister announced new, tar
geted sanctions against 34 additional sup
porters of Putin’s war and 48 entities in the 
Russian and Belarusian defense sectors. 
Canada will also sanction statesponsored 
disinformation, ban the export of technolo
gies that could improve Russia and 
Belarus’s manufacturing capability and ban 
the import of certain gold goods from 

Russia. G7 leaders issued a joint statement 
in which they reiterated their commitment 
to support Ukraine as it seeks to defend 
itself from Russian aggression.

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine has driven 
up the price of food and fuel, which is 
increasing the cost of living and creating 
food insecurity for people around the 
world, especially in the global south.

Last week, at the Commonwealth Heads 
of Government Meeting in Kigali, Rwanda, 
the Mr. Trudeau announced $250 million in 
emergency food assistance and discussed 
with other Commonwealth leaders the 
impacts of Russia’s military aggression 
against Ukraine on the world’s most vul

nerable, including rising food prices, criti
cal shortages and fears of famine.

During the summit in Germany, Mr. 
Trudeau shared these perspectives with 
other G7 leaders, who collectively commit
ted an additional $4.5 billion to protect the 
most vulnerable from hunger and malnu
trition.

Leaders had the opportunity to meet 
with Dr. Jutta Allmendinger, chair of the 
2022 Gender Equality Advisory Council, to 
discuss challenges related to gender equali
ty, including the disproportionate impacts 
of the pandemic on women and girls; 
increased vulnerability of Ukrainian 
women and girls to human trafficking; and 
the use of sexual violence in the war.

Throughout the summit, Mr. Trudeau 
spoke with G7 leaders and invited guests 
to reiterate the need for ambitious and 
coordinated action on climate change.

Together, G7 leaders will work to estab
lish an open and cooperative Climate Club 
to accelerate progress toward the imple
mentation of the Paris Agreement, which 
will complement Canada’s climate leader
ship including through the global pollution 
pricing challenge.

The G7 leaders also committed to nar
row the global investment gap for sustain
able infrastructure and mobilize private 
investment, and recognized Just Energy 
Transition Partnerships as a means to sup
port transitions to low carbon and climate 
resilient societies. They also committed to 
take immediate action to secure energy 
supply and stop the increases in energy 
prices, without compromising on Canada’s 
climate and biodiversity goals, including 
the clean energy transition.

Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau (left) met with British Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson on June 28 during a Group of Seven (G-7) summit in Elmau, Germany, 
where Mr. Trudeau announced significant new support for Ukraine in the amount of 

more than $151 million.

Office of the Prime Minister of Canada

(Continued on page 11)
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British Prime Minister Boris Johnson clearly struck a nerve with Russian 
President Vladimir Putin. The Russian tyrant, who likes to display his manliness 
and bravado by riding horses or hunting barechested, expressed his displeasure 
at comments made by Mr. Johnson during a summit of leaders of the Group of 
Seven (G7) on June 26.

According to video from the meeting and reporting by the N.Y. Post, as Mr. 
Johnson sat down at a roundtable at the summit in Germany, he asked other world 
leaders whether the group would keep their suit jackets on, or whether they 
should take them off.

Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau replied, “Let’s wait for the picture.” Mr. 
Johnson then replied, “We all have to show we’re tougher than Putin.” Mr. Trudeau 
then said, “We’re going to get the barechested horsebackriding display.” 
European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen chimed in with an, “Oh, 
yes! Horseback riding is the best.” To which Mr. Johnson added, “We got to show 
them our pecs.”

Mr. Johnson, in comments to the German broadcaster ZDF on June 29, said that 
Russia’s actions in Ukraine were “a perfect example of toxic masculinity.”

In response to the comments, Russia summoned Britain’s ambassador to 
Moscow to protest Mr. Johnson’s remarks.

“In polite society, it is customary to apologize for remarks of this kind,” the 
Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs said, scolding Britain for the “unacceptable 
insulting rhetoric.”  The ministry told British Ambassador to Russia Deborah 
Bronnert on June 30 that it was “firmly” against the “boorish statements” made by 
Britain’s leadership.

The British Foreign Office also heard by way of a note from the Russian 
Embassy in London, which protested the remarks in a statement published on 
June 30.

“The note points out that such rhetoric is unacceptable and inappropriate both 
in form and content,” the statement said, adding that the words of the British 
authorities were perceived in Russia “as a manifestation of profound disrespect” 
for the country and its diplomatic traditions.

And what respect has the oftshirtless Russian tyrant and his ilk shown the peo
ple of Ukraine? While Putin has no problem using his military of hoodlums, hooli
gans and thugs to rape, torture and kill countless innocent Ukrainian men, women 
and children, the comments by the G7 leaders, and Mr. Johnson’s comments in 
particular, struck such a nerve with the Kremlin that it summoned the British 
ambassador to deliver a message of deep displeasure.

This raises an obvious question: Is Putin really unaware that leaders of the 
Western world constantly laugh at him?  This was merely an incident made public. 
Is he really not aware that the leaders of the Western world mock his attempts at 
machismo and bravado?  We, however, are not laughing, as Putin’s deep insecuri
ties likely result in his lashing out with cowardly missile attacks on innocent civil
ians.  If Putin was the brave, macho leader he wants the world to believe he is, then 
instead of sitting safely behind a desk in the Kremlin and ordering countless mis
sile strikes, he would face any Ukrainian on the field of battle, whether shirtless or 
not.

The Ukrainian Weekly

Fifteen years ago, on July 9, 2007, North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO) Secretary General Jaap de Hoop Scheffer 
spoke in Brussels to mark the occasion of the 10th anniversary 
of the UkraineNATO Charter that was signed on July 9, 1997.

Ukraine’s tumultuous political climate in 2007, Mr. de Hoop 
Scheffer said, was a sign that the country was growing into a healthy democracy, noting 
how NATO’s relationship with Ukraine has also grown correspondingly. He underscored 
how Ukraine was the only NATO partner that participated in all NATO operations and 
missions.

Mr. de Hoop Scheffer urged Ukraine’s leaders to not rest on their laurels and he urged 
the country to implement further changes, especially in modernizing the country’s 
armed forces and security structures.

In 2007, Ukraine sought membership in the European Union, but opinion polls in 
Ukraine showed mixed feelings of Ukrainians toward joining NATO. Mr. de Hoop Sheffer 
said opponents of NATO might not be well informed about the bloc’s mission and pur
pose.

“I think that those people who are critical [of NATO] – and we have to work on them, 
and we want to assist and help in that regard, that’s why we have a Kyiv office – that 
they perhaps should know more and should be informed better about what NATO is, 
what NATO is doing,” he said.

Commenting on Russia’s claim that NATO’s expansion posed a threat to stability and 
security in the region, Mr. de Hoop Sheffer said, “As a general rule, I have never seen 
NATO enlargement as a threat to anyone or anybody. Every nation joins NATO out of its 
own free will. NATO has never pressed or pressured any nation [into] joining NATO. 
That is based on performance, as you know, the decision, which is taken by the free will 
of the people.”

Source: “NATO chief reflects on anniversary of 1997 Ukraine-NATO Charter,” (RFE/RL), 
The Ukrainian Weekly, July 15, 2007.
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Turning the pages back...

Part II

by Jakub Bornio
Eurasia Daily Monitor

Poland is one of the most engaged Euro
Atlantic actors in the West’s proxy war with 
Russia over Ukraine. The military, societal 
and humanitarian support Poland contin
ues to provide Ukraine has pushed the two 
neighboring states to deepen their strategic 
partnership, while the recently signed set of 
intergovernmental memorandums has laid 
the groundwork for more intense bilateral 
economic cooperation (see Part I, Eurasia 
Daily Monitor, June 22). This period is 
exceptionally crucial now that the European 
Union, on June 23, officially granted Ukraine 
(along with Moldova) candidate status to 
join the politicaleconomic bloc.

The development of PolishUkrainian 
relations may become even more impor
tant globally: as the United Nations warns, 
the severing of Ukraine’s supply chains for 
grain exports – caused by Russian military 
activities and naval blockade – could leave 
tens of millions struggling with acute hun
ger (see Eurasia Daily Monitor, April 20, 
May 18, June 2, 9; Un.org, June 8). The crisis 
may hit Africa particularly hard given the 
high reliance of some African states on 
wheat imports from Ukraine and the 
Russian Federation, the latter of which 
faces its own food export limitations relat
ed to the war situation (Fao.org, April 8; 
Gazeta Prawna, June 21). Ukrainian traders 
are, thus, concentrating on Poland (along 
with Romania) in an effort to find alterna
tive routes for outgoing food shipments, yet 
this transit option comes with serious chal
lenges that must be overcome.

Poland is continuing its lobbying cam
paign at the European Union (EU) level for 
integrating Ukraine, adopting further sanc
tions on Russia and facilitating Ukraine’s 
participation in the Three Seas Initiative 
(3SI). The ongoing war and widespread 
sympathy of European governments 
toward Ukraine had, in particular, enabled 
Poland to break the taboo of discussing 
Ukrainian participation in 3SI, which 
Warsaw, Kyiv and Vilnius had sought for a 
while (see Eurasia Daily Monitor, August 5, 
2020), but which is currently reserved for 
EU member states only. Ukraine eventually 
was granted the status of “participating 
partner” at the 3SI summit in Riga on June 
20 (3seas.eu, June 20). In the meantime, 
although the path to full EU accession will 
be long and difficult, official candidate sta
tus will grant Ukraine access to some addi
tional funds from Brussels in the form of 
the Instrument for PreAccession 
Assistance (IPA). Poland can notably con
tribute a great deal when it comes to assist
ing Ukraine with the implementation of 
this supplementary financing (see Part I).

The partial Russian seizure of Ukraine’s 
Black Sea coast and blockade of its north
eastern shore has barred Ukraine from 
exporting any of its goods via maritime 
arteries. This has already had inflationary 
consequences and started to result in 
shortages on the international food mar
kets (Al Jazeera, April 8; RFE/RL, May 28).

On May 16, in Warsaw, representatives 

from the Polish and Ukrainian ministries of 
agriculture signed a joint statement on sup
porting Ukrainian grain exports. 
Importantly, the two Central Eastern 
European countries’ ministers were joined 
by the United States Secretary of 
Agriculture Thomas Vilsack. The U.S. offi
cial’s presence, together with concurrent 
U.S. Naval operations in the Baltic Sea and 
Washington’s previously expressed readi
ness to invest in regional infrastructure, 
provided the PolishUkrainian grain export 
initiative with the necessary political 
umbrella. That said, U.S. support is not 
enough. The EU has an important facilitato
ry role to play here, too.

While on a working visit to Ukraine, 
Polish Prime Minister Mateusz Morawiecki 
declared that the Ukrainian side had asked 
Poland’s assistance to export various types 
of goods, including foodstuff, to interna
tional markets (Dziennik.pl, June 1). EU 
Common Agricultural Policy regulations 
require detailed veterinary and phytosani
tary inspections of some types of food 
products that reach the Single European 
Market, which obviously creates bottle
necks. However, EU law refers only indi
rectly to grain imports or grain transit 
through EU territory. These categories 
remain largely under the auspices of the 
member states’ national control programs 
– hence the joint PolishUkrainian consulta
tions at the ministerial level aimed at 
increasing the bandwidth of border passag
es (Minagro.gov.ua, May 16).

The restrictions associated with 
UkrainePoland overland cargo transit are 
not limited to border controls and phytos
anitary inspections but also relate to the 
compatibility of transit infrastructure 
between the two countries. As a conse
quence of its Soviet legacy, Ukraine’s rail
way network is built on a broader gauge 
than the railways in Poland and most of the 
rest of the EU. From March until May, exact
ly 51 percent of Ukraine’s agricultural 
goods were being exported by rail. But 
because of capacity constraints and the 
trackwidth changes at the border, atten
tion has also gone to the use of Danube 
River ports and road transport (Minagro.
gov.ua, June 7).

On May 12, Brussels announced the 
EUUkraine Solidarity Lanes program to 
facilitate Ukraine’s agricultural exports and 
bilateral trade with the European bloc via 
the coordination and development of inter 
alia roads, railroads, waterways and border 
check infrastructure (EURlex, May 12). 
And during his abovementioned visit to 
Ukraine, Mr. Morawiecki announced that 
Poland was already making use of this pro
gram (Dziennik.pl, June 1).

On June 20, Polish and Ukrainian repre
sentatives ceremonially opened additional 
clearing points on the PolishUkrainian 
border (Business Insider, June 20). Yet 
much remains to be done. A large part of 
the needed transportation services and 
assets are in private stakeholders’ hands. In 
response, the European Commission 
announced that it will “set up a matchmak

Polish-Ukrainian relations intensify  
as a result of Russian aggression

Striking Putin’s nerve

 NEWS ANALYSIS

This week’s issue of The Ukrainian Weekly is a double issue dated July 3-10, 
2022. Our next issue will have a publication date of July 17, 2022. 

OUR NEXT ISSUE 

(Continued on page 7)
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by Aslan Doukaev
Eurasia Daily Monitor

As Russian President Vladimir Putin 
approaches his 70th birthday and 23rd 
year in power, speculation about his possi
ble successor has increasingly surfaced in 
newspaper articles, blog posts and even 
some official press releases (RIA Novosti, 
January 25; Meduza, April 7; T.me/
CenterCounte ringDisinformation, April 21). 
Predictably, most of the talk among Russian 
commentators centers around such heavy
weights within the country’s leadership as 
Security Council Secretary Nikolai Patru
shev (who, incidentally, turns 71 in July), 
Prime Minister Mikhail Mishustin (56), 
First Deputy Chief of Staff Sergei Kiriyenko 
(59) and Moscow Mayor Sergei Sobyanin 
(64). An occasional pundit will pitch in 
with claims that only younger stars, such as 
Mr. Patrushev’s son Dmitry (44), who cur
rently serves as Russia’s agriculture minis
ter, Senator Andrei Turchak (46), or the 
49yearold governor of Tula Oblast (and 
former Putin bodyguard), Aleksei Dyumin, 
have a realistic chance of making it to the 
top.

With sanctions taking a toll on the 
national economy and concerns over 
breadandbutter issues spurring fresh 
calls for a change of course, it is, perhaps, 
inevitable that the architecture of post
Putin Russia should become the talk of the 
town in Moscow. But Russians are not the 
only ones thinking about their state’s 
future. In fact, speculation about Putin’s 
successor has gone into overdrive in neigh
boring Ukraine since the reinvasion of the 
country four months ago; although Russia
watchers there consistently defy conven
tional wisdom.

Two months ago, the Ukrainian Center 
for Countering Disinformation (CCD), 
which operates under the National Security 
and Defense Council, published its own 
take on the most probable scenario for the 
succession and power transfer in Russia.

“Today, many Ukrainian and Russian 
opposition analysts agree that [Chechen 
head Ramzan] Kadyrov has not only 
become one of Russia’s most influential fig
ures in power but is also seen as a possible 
Russian president,” the CCD’s post to its 
Telegram channel said. The setbacks the 
Kremlin has suffered during the conflict in 
Ukraine, its miscalculations, repeated cov
erups and the lack of coherent and well
articulated strategies have not gone down 
well in Russian society, according to the 
CCD. “The Kremlin’s current policy raises a 
lot of questions, that is why Russian soci
ety is seriously considering the Chechen 
Kadyrov as Putin’s successor,” the analyti
cal group said (T.me/CenterCounte
ringDisin formation, April 21).

On the surface, it may seem counter
intuitive that a man sanctioned by dozens 
of states who runs a tiny region on the 
periphery of the Russian Federation should 
be viewed as a realistic candidate for the 
top job in the world’s largest country, but 
other Ukrainian observers concur and they 
explain why.

According to Channel 24 commentator 
Ivan Yakovina, Mr. Kadyrov (who is 45) is 
not only the mostinfluential but also the 
mostfeared politician in Russia. “I am 
almost sure he will be Russia’s next presi
dent,” the Moscowborn expert, who lives 
and works in Ukraine, told the network 
(Channel 24, April 20). Ukrainian political 
scientist Taras Berezovets believes Mr. 
Kadyrov has enough clout and determina

tion to launch a presidential bid should 
Putin’s hold on power falter. Mr. Kadyrov 
keeps upward of 3,000 loyal fighters in 
Moscow on a permanent basis, and that 
force could tip the outcome of any future 
power struggle in the Chechen strongman’s 
favor, Mr. Berezovets posited (YouTube, 
June 8).

Rumors about Putin’s health have galva
nized Russia’s political clans into a search 
for strong allies, and Mr. Kadyrov’s private 
army is the only “force that is capable of tak
ing power,” another Ukrainian analyst, Col. 
(ret.) Oleg Zhdanov, said (YouTube, June 9).

Indeed, since the beginning of the 2022 
RussoUkrainian war, Mr. Kadyrov has met 
with both Patrushevs (twice, in fact, with 
the son), Prime Minister Mishustin, 
Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu, Federal 
Security Service (FSB) director Alexander 
Bortnikov, Kremlin Chief of Staff Anton 
Vaino, Russian State Duma speaker 
Vyacheslav Volodin, and, of course, the 
president himself. While there has been 
extensive coverage of those meetings in the 
Russian media, little has been revealed 
about the issues discussed.

It might be tempting to dismiss such 
projections as an inconsequential byprod
uct of the ongoing war, an attempt to drive 
a wedge between the Kremlin and Mr. 
Kadyrov’s Chechnya, or an expression of 
atavistic fears on the part of a nation that 
believes it is under perpetual attack; but 
Russians, too, have contemplated such an 
outcome and concluded that it is not 
beyond the realm of possibility (Current 
Time, January 19, 2016; Moskovsky 
Komsomolets, June 28, 2016; Lebed.com, 
January 28).

To begin with, Mr. Kadyrov represents a 
character that seems to have stepped out of 
ancient Russian chronicles: an autocrat 
obsessed with God, yet oblivious to all 
divine commandments when dealing with 
his enemies, who inspires fear through 
strength and pure aggression. With 
Russians feeling increasingly besieged and 
vulnerable, such brute strength may look 
appealing to many.

Second, Mr. Kadyrov has recently 
become something of a leader and spokes
person for Russia’s proverbial “party of 
war,” earning the seal of approval from such 
influential propagandists as Andrei 
Karaulov, Vladimir Solovyov and Margarita 
Simonyan (T.me/karaulov_life, May 31; 
Kommersant, June 1; T.me/margarita
simonyan, May 17).

Russian media has embraced the young 
and hyperactive Chechen strongman as a 
role model and example to other officials, 
while recognizing the need to cite his name 
to attract high viewership numbers.

Third, Mr. Kadyrov, who frequently 
describes himself as Putin’s loyal “foot sol
dier” (see Eurasia Daily Monitor, April 30, 
2015) and defender of traditional values, is 
likely to be acceptable to those old elites 
and conservative strata of society that may 
want Putinism preserved even after Putin 
is gone.

Interestingly, speculation about the cur
rent Russian leader’s successor rarely 
obsesses about ethnicity, religion or geog
raphy. But that is precisely where Mr. 
Kadyrov’s weaknesses lie: he belongs to a 
muchmaligned ethnic group and has long 
cultivated the image of a devout Muslim in 
a country that has never had a nonChris
tian Orthodox leader (if one discounts the 
atheist Communists).

Could Russia’s next president be a non-Russian?

 NEWS ANALYSIS

by Eugene Czolij

After World War II, the international 
community made a critical commitment to 
“never again” allow the atrocities commit
ted during that war to be repeated.

Indeed, the web site of the United 
Nations articulates that commitment as fol
lows: “The Genocide Convention was the 
first human rights treaty adopted by the 
General Assembly of the United Nations on 
December 9, 1948, and signified the inter
national community’s commitment to 
‘never again’ after the atrocities committed 
during the Second World War.”

Since Russia unleashed its genocidal war 
against Ukraine on February 24, the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) and 
its member countries have failed to fully 
abide by this commitment to “never again.”

Although the president of the United 
States declared that Russia is committing 
genocide in Ukraine and Poland, Canada, 
Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, the Czech Repub
lic and Ireland have all recognized this 
genocide with appropriate acts of their par
liaments, NATO and its member countries 
are still unwilling to effectively help 
Ukraine impose a nofly zone and stop this 
genocide.

The fact that a nofly zone would have 
prevented a great number of Ukrainian 
civilians, including children, from being 
killed or injured, and the massive destruc
tion of property caused by Russia’s inces
sant bombardments, is irrefutable.

During a press briefing held on June 21, 
the president of the European Investment 
Bank, Werner Hoyer, assessed that, in view 
of the level of destruction inflicted by 
Russia, Ukraine may need 1.1 trillion euros 
in foreign assistance to repair that damage. 

This need for vast amounts of financial 
assistance is increasing daily, as Russia con
tinues to viciously bombard Ukraine so as 
to inflict maximum destruction. 

The president of Ukraine, Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy, said on June 26, the first day of 
the Group of Seven (G7) summit in 
Germany, that on the day just before the 
summit, Russian forces fired – in one single 
day – 62 missiles on Kyiv and across 
Ukraine. He added the following: “Part of 
the missiles were shot down. But only part. 
We need a powerful air defense – modern, 
fully effective – which can ensure complete 

protection against these missiles. We talk 
about this every day with our partners. 
There are already some agreements. And 
partners need to move faster if they are 
really partners, not observers. Delays in the 
transfer of weapons to our state, any restric
tions are actually an invitation for Russia to 
strike again and again. The occupiers – 
these terrorists – must be beaten with all 
our might so that they do not think they can 
put pressure and outplay someone.”

The failure of NATO and its member 
countries to help Ukraine impose a nofly 
zone by providing it with a powerful mod
ern air defense system is truly baffling as it 
would not only stop the bombardments, 
but also end Russia’s genocidal war against 
Ukraine and eliminate Russia’s current 
threat to NATO’s eastern flank.  

NATO’s reasoning to explain the inexpli
cable, namely that it does not wish to get 
drawn into this war, defies logic as NATO 
member countries are openly supplying 
lethal weapons to Ukraine, but not those 
needed for Ukraine to impose a nofly zone 
and stop Russia’s genocidal war.

Unfortunately, NATO and its member 
countries can no longer undo the dreadful 
consequences of Russia’s bombardments 
and their failure to fully respect the “never 
again” commitment.  

However, NATO’s leadership has an 
opportunity to do the right thing at the 
upcoming NATO summit, which was being 
held on June 2830 in Spain, by agreeing to 
immediately supply Ukraine with the nec
essary weapons to allow it to impose a no
fly zone, regain the territories that are tem
porarily occupied by Russia and stop the 
genocidal war launched by Russia against 
Ukraine.

This is the only sure way to promote 
global peace, security and stability, which is 
obviously in the best interests of NATO and 
all of its member countries.

Eugene Czolij is president of the non-gov-
ernmental organization “Ukraine-2050” and 
former president of the Ukrainian World 
Congress (2008-2018).  “Ukraine-2050” is a 
non-profit organization established to help 
implement, within one generation – by 2050 
– strategies for the sustainable development 
of Ukraine as a fully independent, territorial-
ly integral, democratic, reformed and eco-
nomically competitive European state.

Enough already – NATO must do the right thing

 COMMENTARY

ing platform to facilitate exchanges 
between logistics chain actors to optimize 
cargo flow”; thus, each of the EU member 
states has been asked to establish a “con
tact point which would allow stakeholders 
to notify [officials about] problems along 
the logistical chain” (EURlex, May 12).

Marcin Witczak, the CEO of Laude Smart 
Intermodal, the largest Polish company 
that deals with rail transport from Ukraine, 
says that his company is potentially able to 
handle five million tons of grain monthly. 
The capacity is relatively large since, in 
2021, Ukraine exported 50 million tons of 
grain and legumes. Mr. Witczak clarifies, 
however, that the problems at the border 
need to be solved first – something that 
requires government engagement. He esti
mates that there are around 11,000 railway 
carriages near the Hrubieszów border 
crossing, but only around 540 are let into 
Poland daily (WNP.pl, June 7). In this con

text, it is worth noting that the Commission 
recommended resolving the issue of the 
border bottlenecks related to EU certifica
tion procedures by relocating the controls 
farther away from the border.

Unlike land border crossings, the 
throughput capacity at Polish and other 
European seaports should not be an issue. 
Once the grain enters Poland, multimodal 
transport options can be adopted to ensure 
the grain reaches the continent’s large glob
alfacing ports. But time is running short, 
and room needs to be made in Ukrainian 
warehouses before this year’s harvest. 
Millions of tons of grain stored in western 
Ukraine are potentially exposed to rot. And 
last but not least, Africa and Middle Eastern 
customers are desperately awaiting the 
deliveries. In such circumstances, Polish
Ukrainian economic cooperation is becom
ing more critical than ever before.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 6)

Polish-Ukrainian...

(Continued on page 8)



No. 27-28THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, JULY 3-10, 20228

Young UNA’ers

Hadley James Serba, daughter of Julie and Greg Serba 
of Hillsborough, N.J., is a new member of UNA Branch 
173 in Wilmington, Del.  She was enrolled by her grand-
father, Eugene Serba, a member of the UNA Board of 

Directors.

Do  you  have   
a  young  una’er, 

or  potential  young  
una’er   in  your  family?

Call the UNA Home Office, 
973-292-9800, 

 to find out how to enroll.

you have to hit back. There, you either hit or lose. This is 
exactly how the Russian state sees the world right now. 
And this vision cannot be ignored, its true goals cannot be 
ignored. You need to answer them. And I’m sure you all 
know how to respond.

In fact, our goals – the goals of Ukraine – are exactly the 
same as yours. We are interested in security and stability 
on the European continent and in the world. It is in our 
interest that the lives of nations are determined not by the 
infamous Munich speech of one leader, but by internation
al law. We are interested in the absence of any “gray 
zones” and territories of total war, where there is nothing 
left but ruins. You are also interested in this.

Helping Ukraine end this war by winning on the battle
field now – that is, giving a really strong answer to what 
Russia is doing – is what we and each of your states and 
the whole Alliance, the whole EuroAtlantic community 
need. If you really identify Russia as your threat, your 
main threat, you must fully support its main – the first – 
target. This is not a war of Russia only against Ukraine; 
this is a war for the right to dictate conditions in Europe, 
for what the future world order will be like. That is why it 
is absolutely necessary to support Ukraine right now with 
weapons, finances and political sanctions against Russia 
that will stop its ability to pay for the war.

Ukraine needs modern missile and air defense [sys
tems] – and you have these systems. By providing them to 
us, you can completely break Russia’s tactics to destroy 
cities and terrorize the civilian population of Ukraine. This 
is a fundamental thing. The distance from Kyiv to Madrid 
is less than the range of the missiles used against us today. 
Can one state respond to such a threat without the help of 
partners? You can provide this help. And we are grateful 
for the help you have already given.

Russia relies primarily on artillery on the battlefield, on 
artillery superiority, dozens of times more strikes than we 
currently can respond with. Ukraine has already received 
modern artillery systems – and I am very grateful to you. 
But the war continues and it is a war in which artillery is 
of great importance. The war should not drag on. To pre
vent this, we need to break the Russian artillery advantage 
– a significant advantage. We need much more such mod
ern systems, modern artillery.

Financial support for Ukraine is no less important than 
aid with weapons. Russia still receives billions every day – 
and spends them on the war. We have a multibilliondollar 
deficit – we do not have oil and gas, which could cover it. 
We need about $5 billion a month – you know that, and 
that’s a fundamental thing as well. This is exactly what is 
needed for defense and protection.

And we need a new understanding of NATO’s eastern 

(Continued from page 4)

Zelenskyy addresses...

Mr. Kadyrov has never held a government job in 
Moscow either, although he is commonly seen as a federal
level politician. Nonetheless, in an increasingly nationalist, 
imperialist Russia, which is turning into an international 
lawbreaking pariah state that ever more often spurns rec
ognized norms and values, Mr. Kadyrov’s chances of 
becoming the country’s next president should not be 
underestimated.

The article above is reprinted from Eurasia Daily Monitor 
with permission from its publisher, the Jamestown 
Foundation, www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 7)

Could Russia’s...

flank. It is possible to get rid of the “gray zone” and guar
antee security only together with Ukraine. Just think 
about one fact now: today, a nonNATO country, albeit 
with your support, has been holding back a state that you 
all officially identify as your main threat for more than 
four months. We are deterring Russia from destroying us 
and from destroying you.

Ladies and gentlemen!
Russia must be isolated. It should not be in those inter

national structures it wants to destroy. There should be no 
dialogues that don’t make sense until it starts looking for 
that dialogue itself. It must seek dialogue itself, itself, and 
therefore seek peace. And, for the sake of peace, the 
understanding of NATO’s eastern flank must be revised. Is 
it a coincidence that all Allies in the east, all our neighbors, 
stand for Ukraine’s membership in NATO? No, this is not a 
coincidence. This is logic. This is the understanding of life 
in our region.

NATO’s open door policy should not resemble the old 
Kyiv metro turnstiles: they are open, and when you 
approach, the turnstiles close until you pay. Hasn’t 
Ukraine paid enough yet? Is our contribution to the 
defense of Europe and the whole civilization still insuffi
cient? What else is needed then?

I can say what we need: we need security guarantees, 
and you have to find a place for Ukraine in the common 
security space.

There will be either urgent help for Ukraine, which is 
enough to win, or Russia’s postponed war with you.

You are now adopting the strategy of the Alliance – and 
this is first and foremost a strategy for the security of your 
societies, your states. Strategy for 10 years. 126 days of 
fullscale invasion of Ukraine. Cruise missiles, torture, chil
dren murdered, women raped. ... We do not have 10 years. 
Do you have them? Are you really sure about that?

Thanks again for the invitation.
Thank you very much for your attention.
Glory to Ukraine!
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“As the world is witness to the genocide 
being perpetrated against the Ukrainian 
nation in realtime, the goal of the advocacy 
event is to relate the concerns of the 
Ukrainian community to our elected offi
cials about the war efforts in Ukraine and to 
seek their support for Ukrainerelated ini
tiatives in Congress,” Mr. Sawkiw said.

Borys Gudziak, metropolitan archbishop 
of the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia, led a prayer for Ukraine at the 
National Holodomor Memorial and related 
the tragedy that the Ukrainian nation has 
endured, from the Holodomor of 1932
1933 to Russia’s current war of aggression 
against Ukraine.

Oksana Markarova, Ukraine’s ambassa
dor to the United States, also spoke pas
sionately about the war crimes and geno
cide that the Ukrainian nation is enduring 
and welcomed everyone’s participation at 
the Ukrainian Days event. The ambassador 
thanked the Ukrainian community for all of 
its efforts both before and during the war 
to assist Ukraine.

Andrew Futey, president of the UCCA, 
stressed the need for these advocacy events 
to continue as often as possible as a means 
of expressing the concerns of Ukrainian 
Americans to members of Congress.

Those in attendance paused for a 
moment of silence, then placed sheafs of 
wheat at the base of the National 
Holodomor Memorial in honor of those 
who had died during the genocide and in 
memory of those who have been killed 
since February 24.

A briefing session was held immediately 
after the prayer service. In an overview of 
the issues facing congressional action, Mr. 
Sawkiw updated participants on the topics 
to be discussed during their congressional 
meetings. A week prior to the inperson 
briefing session in Washington, a virtual 
session was held with all Ukrainian Days 
participants to review the urgent topics of 
concern on Capitol Hill.

The issues affecting the community con
sisted of closing any loopholes for sanc
tions against Russia and revoking more 
Russian banks from the SWIFT financial 
system; designating Russia as a state spon
sor of terrorism, which currently includes 
four countries: Cuba, Syria, Iran, and North 
Korea; expediting military assistance to 
Ukraine to deter the continued onslaught of 
Russian aggression; aiding Ukraine with 
investigations and prosecutions of Russian 
war crimes; and urging additional mem
bers of Congress to join the Congressional 
Ukraine and Senate Ukraine caucuses, 
respectfully.

As with previous advocacy events, 
Ukrainian Days was initiated to promote 
the Ukrainian community’s contacts with 
elected representatives in Washington. This 
effort was even more critical this year, given 
the urgency of support needed for Ukraine 

to withstand and defend itself against the 
Kremlin.

Following the briefing session, all of the 
community activists set upon the day to 
meet with their respective Senators and 
members of Congress to promote greater 
support for Ukraine.  Joining the Ukrainian 
American constituents were also communi
ty leaders from the Central and East 
European Coalition (CEEC), which embod
ies 18 national ethnic organizations that 
represent nearly 22 million Americans of 
Central and East European descent. UCCA 
was a founding member of the CEEC in 
1994. Together, the CEEC and the UCCA 
have cosponsored advocacy events in 
Washington and issued policy briefings 
that summarize issues the CEEC ardently 
advocates.

Ukrainian Days participants met with 
nearly 50 congressional offices in the 
House of Representatives and the Senate. 
The following members of Congress took 
part: Sen. Cory Booker (DN.J.); House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi (DCalif.); Sen. 
Dianne Feinstein (DCalif.); Rep. Mike Levin 
(DCalif.); Rep. Scott Peters (DCalif.); Rep. 
Raja Krishnamoorthi (DIll.); Sen. Richard 
Durbin (DIll.), cochair of the Senate 
Ukraine Caucus; Rep. Mike Quigley (DIll.), 
cochair of the Congressional Ukraine 
Caucus; Rep. Don Beyer (DVa.); Rep. Bill 
Pascrell (DN.J.); Sen. Robert Casey (DPa.); 
Sen. Patrick Toomey (RPa.); Sen. Gary 
Peters (DMich.); Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand 
(DN.Y.); Sen. Sherrod Brown (DOhio); Rep. 
Brian Fitzpatrick (RPa.), cochair of the 
Congressional Ukraine Caucus; Rep. Andy 
Levin (DMich.); Rep. Albio Sires (DN.J.); 
Rep. Andy Kim (DN.J.); Rep. Donald Payne 
(DN.J.); Rep. Tom Malinowski (DN.J.); Rep. 
Joseph Morelle (DN.Y.); Rep. Carolyn 
Maloney (DN.Y.); Rep. Shontel Brown 
(DOhio); Sen. Rob Portman (ROhio), co
chair of the Senate Ukraine Caucus; Rep. 
Matt Cartwright (DPa.); Rep. Brendan 
Boyle (DPa.); Rep. Dan Meuser (RPa.); 
Sen. Chris Coons (DDel.);  Rep. Debbie 
Dingell (DMich.); Rep. Madeleine Dean 
(DPa.); Rep. Gerry Connolly (DVa.); Rep. 
Ann Kuster (DN.H.); Sen. Jeanne Shaheen 
(DN.H.); Rep. Dan Kildee (DMich.); Rep. 
Rob Whitman (RVa.); Sen. Marsha 
Blackburn (RTenn.); Rep. Jake Auchincloss 
(DMass.); Rep. Jennifer Wexton (DVa.); 
and Rep. Nikema Williams (DGa.).

As is traditional, the advocacy event fea
tured an evening reception held at Ukraine 
House to honor friends of Ukraine for their 
efforts to support greater U.S.Ukraine rela
tions. Archbishop Gudziak delivered the 
invocation for the event. The reception also 
included remarks by Ms. Markarova and 
Mr. Futey.

Mr. Futey, having just returned from Kyiv 
where he was part of a delegation from the 
Ukrainian World Congress (UWC) that met 
with various Ukrainian officials, spoke of 
his trip to Bucha, Ukraine, where he wit
nessed the aftermath of Russian war 
crimes against the civilian Ukrainian popu
lation. In his remarks, Mr. Futey spoke of 

the need “to continue our advocacy for 
greater assistance to Ukraine that will help 
end the bloodshed and assist Ukraine 
defend its land and its people. The destruc
tion and atrocities in Bucha, Ukraine, are 
too horrific to even describe.”

This year’s honorees of the Friend of 
UNIS award at the evening reception 
included Sen. Richard Blumenthal 
(DConn.) for his support of a robust sup
plemental appropriations bill for Ukraine 
and sponsorship of a resolution designat
ing Russia as a state sponsor of terror; Sen. 
Jim Risch (RIdaho), ranking member of the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee for his 
longstanding support of Ukraine initiatives 
in the committee; Sen. Jeanne Shaheen 
(DN.H.) for her numerous trips to Ukraine 
and bil ls  in support of  stronger 
U.S.Ukraine relations; and Rep. Michael 
McCaul (RTexas), ranking member of the 
House Foreign Affairs Committee for his 
unwavering support of Ukraine within the 
committee.

Since the congressional calendar was 
amended earlier that week to shorten the 
votes in Congress, the awardees were 
unavailable to attend the evening reception. 
The awards will be presented to them dur
ing other opportunities in Congress. While 
not available, the elected officials expressed 
their sincere gratitude for their awards and 
mentioned the importance of continued 
efforts by the Ukrainian community to 
bring issues to the attention of members of 
Congress.

A special Friend of UNIS award was pre
sented to Ms. Markarova for her leadership 
and cooperative efforts with the Ukrainian 
community since the fullscale war began.  
A surprised and tearyeyed ambassador 
was extremely grateful to have been recog
nized by UNIS. She thanked UCCA and UNIS 
for their decadeslong work representing 
the community and advocating for a strong 
U.S.Ukraine strategic partnership. Ms. 
Markarova called on everyone to continue 
standing with the Ukrainian people who 
have demonstrated time and again their 
will for a sovereign, independent and dem
ocratic country.

The evening reception also included a 
brief presentation by Dan McSweery on an 
UCCA project entitled “Fighting Chance 
Ukraine.”  The project brings together a 
nonpartisan team with U.S. military and 
logistical expertise, connections and com
mitment to propel Ukrainian to victory by 
directly supporting the country’s Territorial 
Defense Forces. The goal of the project is to 
raise $50 million to provide critical, non
lethal supplies to the men and women play
ing a crucial, strategic role in Ukraine. For 
more information on Fighting Chance 
Ukraine, please visit the project’s website:  
www.FightingChnaceUkraine.org

In closing the reception, Mr. Sawkiw 
underscored that such advocacy events are 
essential for expanding the community’s 
influence on U.S. policy toward Ukraine.

“Now our community has a chance to 
develop a closer relationship with our 
friends in Congress.  It is incumbent upon 
the United States to demonstrate support 
for Ukraine through an increased Russia 
sanctionsregime and continued support 
for Ukraine’s defensive forces. There are 
many important tasks that still lie ahead,” 
Mr. Sawkiw said.

Of unique importance was the participa
tion of students from the Youth Civics 
Group of the Ukrainian Heritage School and 
the UCCA branch of Philadelphia and 
Crimean American students from the great
er New York metropolitan area.

The youth groups, consisting of high 
school students with an affinity for public 
service and civicminded activism, joined 
other statewide delegations in visiting vari
ous Congressional offices. Ukrainian Days 
organizers expressed their gratitude and 
appreciation to Iryna Galaj and Eugene 
Luciw, as well as Ayla Bakkalli who served 
as the Ukrainian and Crimean youth group’s 
mentors, respectively, for providing leader
ship and guidance to the civics groups.

In commenting on their experience in 
Washington, the future leaders of the 
Ukrainian community conveyed messages 
of the urgent need to support Ukraine dur
ing the war. They expressed their wish to 
see a Ukraine that is free from foreign 
aggression. The students were able to meet 
with various Senators and members of 
Congress.

In all of the advocacy meetings on 
Capitol Hill, the participants of Ukrainian 
Days presented members of Congress with 
various policy papers on issues of impor
tance to the community.  A complete list of 
congressional actions to support newly
introduced bills and resolutions in support 
of Ukraine was also included in the advoca
cy folder.

Understanding that not everyone was 
able to attend the advocacy event on June 
910, the Ukrainian American community 
is urged to make every effort to meet with 
their elected officials at their respective 
local district offices. Copies of the policy 
papers presented at Ukrainian Days can be 
found via UNIS.

A followup advocacy event will be held 
virtually the week of July 25.  Detailed 
information about that event will be made 
public in the future.  Readers may contact 
UNIS at UkraineDaysDC2022@gmail.com 
to stay informed of advocacy initiatives in 
the U.S. Congress. Additional photos and 
information can be found on the UNIS 
social media platforms by searching using 
the hashtag: #UkrDays2022.

(Continued from page 1)

First post-pandemic...

Members of the Youth Civics Club of Philadelphia participated in the Ukrainian Days 
advocacy event.

Courtesy of UNIS

Ukrainian Days participants met with Rep. Brendan Boyle (D-Pa.) (center).
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To continue the fight against COVID19, 
G7 leaders agreed to accelerate access to 
vaccines, diagnostics and therapeutics in 
developing countries through the ACT
Accelerator. Mr. Trudeau highlighted that 
Canada has already contributed $732 mil
lion in multilateral funding for 20212022 
to meet its share of the burden and com
mitted over $2 billion to date, making it 
one of the largest contributors. He also 
underlined Canada’s international leader

ship beyond funding, with the government 
of Canada playing an active role in the gov
ernance of the ACTAccelerator and its 
COVAX facility.

At the conclusion of the summit, G7 
leaders issued a joint statement in which 
they agreed to jointly defend the rules
based international system and address 
the key challenges of their time. Guided by 
the shared values and drive to make life 
better for people, leaders vowed to cooper
ate with civil society and partners beyond 
the G7 to strengthen the resilience of their 
societies, promote human rights online and 
offline and achieve gender equality.

(Continued from page 5)

Canadian...

Plast Organization U.S.A. announces $500K matching gift challenge as part of broader humanitarian relief effort
by Andreya Pencak

PHILADELPHIA – Since Russia launched 
its fullscale war on Ukraine on February 
24, members of Plast Ukrainian Scouting 
Organization in the U.S.A. have focused 
much of their activity on raising money and 
gathering supplies for humanitarian relief 
in the wartorn country. 

Now, as part of their ongoing fundraising 
effort, Plast recently announced that 
Katrusia Wolowodiuk, a senior scout and 
member of the organization’s Verkhovynky 
sorority, will match all donations made by 
September 15 to the group’s humanitarian 
aid fund up to $500,000.

That matching gift program is just one of 
many ways the organization has sought to 
help the people of Ukraine. According to 
Plast U.S.A. officials, the organization has 
raised more than $10 million for various 
humanitarian relief efforts since Russia 
launched its brutal fullscale war on 
Ukraine in late February.

In cooperation with the nonprofit orga
nization Americares, a provider of medi
cines and medical supplies, Plast U.S.A. 
facilitated the donation of two pallets of 
prescription medications to Ukraine valued 
at over $2 million.  

In California, Plast members learned 
that the state’s National Guard and Office of 
Emergency Services had five surplus 
50bed mobile field hospitals. Capitalizing 
on their connections within those two state 
organizations, Plast members secured let
ters of need from officials in Kyiv that 
resulted in the shipment of those surplus 
field hospitals to Ukraine.

The relationship between California’s 

National Guard and the Armed Forces of 
Ukraine goes back more than 30 years. 
Members of the National Guard have been 
training members of Ukraine’s military 
since 1991 through a U.S. Defense 
Department partnership. The California 
National Guard has been deployed to 
Ukraine dozens of times over the past 30 
years, and many Guard members have 
grown close to their military counterparts 
and their families in the country.  

Another Plast member donated his pick
up truck, and the organization procured 
spare tires and rims as well as additional 
spare parts for oil changes. The vehicle was 
painted a dark color and shipped to Plast in 
Ukraine for local logistics use. This project 
has now been expanded to other Plast 
branches in the country, and multiple utility 
vehicles have been purchased and are in 
the process of being shipped to Ukraine.  

Plast to date has raised over $850,000 in 

monetary donations. The organization has 
created PayPal, GoFundMe and Venmo 
accounts with Plast members, as well as 
corporations and foundations, all making 
various taxdeductible donations.

The National Football League’s New 
York Jets donated $100,000 to the Plast 
humanitarian relief fund. The donation was 
secured as a result of the connection on 
Plast member had with the football team.

The Shipley Foundation contributed 
$100,000 after a Plast member with close 
ties to the organization personally 
appealed for help. She also was instrumen
tal in securing a $50,000 donation by JSR 
Micro, which also created a matching dona
tion program for their company’s employ
ees. To date, that matching program has 
raised more than $25,000 for the Plast 
humanitarian relief fund.

 In March, members of the Newark Branch of Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization in the U.S.A., the Boy Scouts of America 
and the Girl Scouts of America gathered at the Ukrainian American Cultural Center of New Jersey in Whippany, N.J., where they 

assembled Pocket First Aid Kits (PFAKs) for distribution to Ukraine.

Mark Dulyn

A graphic breaks down the different ways Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization in 
the U.S.A. has provided humanitarian relief to Ukraine.

Courtesy of Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization in the U.S.A.

(Continued on page 18)
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Documentary “A Rising Fury” screened at Tribeca Film Festival
by Zezya Zawadiwska

NEW YORK – On June 16, an audience of 
120 film industry professionals, represen
tatives of Ukrainian organizations and 
members of the Ukrainian diaspora attend
ed a special screening at the Walter Reade 
Theater in Lincoln Center of a new docu
mentary on Ukraine titled “A Rising Fury,” a 
2022 Tribeca Film Festival world premiere.

The feature length documentary tells the 
story of ordinary people under extraordi
nary circumstances and their heartbreak
ing journey to defend their homeland. 

The film follows two Ukrainian idealists, 
Pavlo and Svitlana, starting with the peace
ful protests in Kyiv in 2014 to the fullscale 
Russian war on Ukraine in 2022. The two 
met and fell in love during the EuroMaidan 
protests in 2014 and were filmed over eight 
years.

The film is a poignant and honest account 
of life in Ukraine as seen through the lives of 
two real life characters. It documents the 
unwavering, patriotic and passionate 
defense of Ukraine by many of the country’s 
citizens against Russia’s unrelenting, obses
sive pursuit of the destruction of Ukraine.

The film deftly illustrates the complexity 

surrounding Russia’s war tactics, including 
exposing through documentary proof, the 
existence of “sleeper cells” created by 
Russian intelligence – an element of 
Russia’s “hybrid” warfare that includes psy

chological as well as physical aggression 
against Ukraine.

Ukrainian codirectors and coproducers 
Lesya Kalynska and Ruslan Batytskyi and 
producer TJ Collins were invited to screen 
their documentary during the prestigious 
Tribeca film festival, given both the quality 
of the film and the recognized urgency of 
keeping Russia’s illegitimate war against 
Ukraine at the forefront of the world’s 
agenda, particularly given the escalating 
atrocities being committed against Ukraine 
and its people.   

As with many independently made doc
umentaries, the film’s funding has been 
dependent on the filmmakers’ own invest
ments and the generosity of grants and 
donations.

A special fundraising campaign to sup
port the film was created by fine artist 
Dianna Derhak and Sunflowers for Ukraine. 
Ms. Derhak teaches people to paint the 
national flower of Ukraine. That project has 
been pivotal to supporting postproduction 
work of the film.

Additionally, Ms. Derhak sold a large
scale original sunflower oil painting with all 
proceeds from the sale going to support the 

film.
The special screening at the Walter 

Reade Theater was made possible because 
of the incredibly generous financial support 
of sponsors, in particular majority spon
sors Leonard and Helena Mazur, the 
Ukrainian National Women’s League of 
America – Branch 64 of New York, and the 
Ukrainian National Women’s League of 
America (UNWLA) with assistance from 
UNWLA regional officials, as well as the 
generous sponsorship and donations pro
vided by the Ukrainian National Associa
tion, the Ukrainian American Youth 
Association (CYM) and Plast Ukrainian 
Scouting Organization in the U.S.A.

The Walter Reade Theater, home to the 
annual New York Film Festival, was an ideal 
location for the film’s special screening.

The evening started with an intimate 
reception that offered guests delicious 
Ukrainian made beer and New York wines 
generously donated and served by Shrewd 
Fox Brewery, LLC, and Ukrainian themed 
hors d’oeuvres prepared and beautifully 
presented by Olesia Lew, a private chef.  

A screen grab from the documentary “A Rising Fury,” which had its world premiere 
on June 16 at the 2022 Tribeca Film Festival.

Courtesy of Lesya Kalynska

Pictured during the premiere of “A Rising Fury” are (from left to right) Leonard 
Mazur, Lesya Kalynska and TJ Collins.

Bitcon Photo Video

A promotional image for the documenta-
ry “A Rising Fury,” which had its world 
premiere on June 16 at the 2022 Tribeca 

Film Festival.

Courtesy of Lesya Kalynska

North Port, Fla., community celebrates Memorial Day and honors Ukrainian American Veterans
by Vera Bodnaruk

NORTH PORT, Fla. – The commemora
tion of Memorial Day in North Port, Fla., 
was organized by American Legion, Post 
254, and held on the grounds of City Hall 

here on May 30. Among the participants of 
the event were members of the Ukrainian 
American Veterans, Post 40, headed by 
commander Ihor Hron.

In solidarity with the people of Ukraine 
and their valiant fight against the brutal 

Russian invasion of Ukraine, organizers of 
the event invited Mr. Hron to be the main 
speaker at the commemoration. 

Mr. Hron stressed that aid given to 
Ukraine by the United States and European 
countries is very important, as it helps the 
people of Ukraine defend their country 

from Russia’s ongoing aggression and it 
provides humanitarian aid for refugees and 
internally displaced persons who have 
been forced to flee their homes. A conclud
ing prayer was given by Father Oleh Saciuk 
of St. Andrews Ukrainian Orthodox Church 
in North Port, Fla.

Members of American Legion, Post 254, organized a Memorial Day commemoration 
in front of City Hall in North Port, Fla., on May 30. Among the participants of the 
event were members of the Ukrainian American Veterans, Post 40, headed by com-

mander Ihor Hron.

Members of Ukrainian American Veterans, Post 40, took part in a Memorial Day 
commemoration in North Port, Fla., on May 30.

Victor Lisnyczyj

(Continued on page 15)
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24. G20 nations make up about 80 percent 
of world’s total economic output. (RFE/RL’s 
Russian Service, with reporting by AFP and 
dpa)

Zelenskyy asks NATO for modern weapons

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelens
kyy has told North Atlantic Treaty Organi
zation (NATO) leaders that his country 
needs more advanced heavy weapons and 
additional financial support to stave off 
Russia’s unprovoked invasion, warning 
that Moscow’s ambitions won’t stop with 
Ukraine. “We need to break the Russian 
artillery advantage. ... We need much more 
modern systems, modern artillery,” Mr. 
Zelenskyy told a NATO summit in Madrid 
via a video link on June 29, adding that 
financial support was “no less important 
than aid with weapons.” “This is not a war 
being waged by Russia against only 
Ukraine. This is a war for the right to dic
tate conditions in Europe – for what the 
future world order will be like,” Mr. 
Zelenskyy said. He also pressed the allies 
for more financial aid, saying that Ukraine 
needs $5 billion monthly for its defense 
and protection against Russia’s aggres
sion. He also rhetorically asked why 
NATO’s ties with Kyiv have not been clos
er: “Hasn’t our contribution to defending 
Europe and the entire civilization been 
sufficient? What else is necessary?” Mr. 
Zelenskyy called for more sanctions on 
Russia that will prevent from getting the 
money to pay for the war. “Russia still 
receives billions every day and spends 
them on war. We have a multibilliondollar 
deficit. We don’t have oil and gas to cover 
it ,” Mr. Zelenskyy said. (RFE/RL’s 
Ukrainian Service)

Belarusians may face death penalty

Three Belarusian activists who were 
arrested for allegedly damaging railways 
in the country to disrupt Russian arms 
and troops supply to wartorn Ukraine 
may face the death penalty if convicted. 
The Investigative Committee said on June 
29 that a probe launched into the case of 
the three activists in the southeastern 
region of Homel had been completed, with 
the suspects expected to face trial in the 
near future. The three men were among 
some 60 activists arrested for their alleged 
involvement in damaging Belarus’s rail
ways to impede the progress of Russian 
troops and arms to Ukraine as part of 
Moscow’s ongoing unprovoked invasion of 
Ukraine. The other cases are still being 
investigated. The Investigative Committee 
did not identify the trio, giving only their 
ages – 29, 33, and 51 – and calling them 
‘traitors of the motherland.” The Minsk
based Vyasna (Spring) human rights cen
ter has identified the men as Dzmitry 
Ravich,  Dzyanis Dzikun and Aleh 
Malchanau, all from the southeastern city 
of Svetlahorsk. They have been charged 
with being members of an extremist 
group, carrying out a terrorist act, inflict
ing premeditated damage to communica
tion lines and high treason. The campaign 
called “railways war” was initiated in 
Belarus by a group called BYPOL. Those 

involved in the campaign have been nick
named “railway guerrillas.” Belarus is not 
a direct participant in the war in Ukraine, 
but it has provided logistical support to 
Russia for the invasion by allowing 
Russian forces to enter Ukraine via 
Belarusian territory. Western nations have 
slapped Belarus, like Russia, with an ever
increasing list of financial sanctions in 
response to the Kremlin’s war on Ukraine, 
and for Belarus’s efforts to aid the Russian 
invasion. Belarus is the only country in 
Europe that still uses the death penalty. In 
May, the country’s authoritarian ruler 
Alyaksandr Lukashenka signed a contro
versial law amending the Criminal Code 
that allowed the use of capital punishment 
for “attempted terrorist acts.” (RFE/RL’s 
Belarus Service)

Britain announces new Russia sanctions list

The United Kingdom has announced 
new sanctions aimed at Russian President 
Vladimir Putin’s inner circle, including his 
close ally Vladimir Potanin, the country’s 
secondwealthiest man with an estimated 
net worth of more than $30 billion. The 
British Foreign Office said in a statement 
on June 29 that Mr. Potanin “continues to 
amass wealth as he supports Putin’s 
regime, acquiring Rosbank, and shares in 
Tinkoff Bank in the period since Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine.” The sanctions 
include an asset freeze, travel ban and 
transport measures that make it a crimi
nal offence for any Russian aircraft to fly 
or land in the United Kingdom, and give 
the government powers to remove aircraft 
belonging to designated Russian individu
als and entities from the U.K. aircraft regis
ter, even if the sanctioned individual is not 
on board. The statement added that Anna 
Tsivileva, Putin’s cousin and president of 
the prominent Russian coal mining com
pany, JSC Kolmar Group, has also been 
sanctioned. Ms. Tsivileva’s husband, 
Sergey Tsivilev, is the governor of the coal
rich Kemerovo region. The couple have 
“significantly benefitted” from their rela
tionship with Putin. JSC Kolmar Group is 
also being sanctioned, the statement said. 
“As long as Putin continues his abhorrent 
assault on Ukraine, we will use sanctions 
to weaken the Russian war machine. 
Today’s sanctions show that nothing and 
no one is off the table, including Putin’s 
inner circle,” the statement quoted a gov
ernment spokesperson as saying. The 
statement said that the British govern
ment is also sanctioning a group of 
Russian individuals and companies for 
their involvement in “repressing civilians 
and supporting” the regime of Bashar al
Assad in Syria – “exposing Russia’s malign 
activity across the globe.” Since Moscow 
launched its invasion of Ukraine on 
February 24, Britain has sanctioned more 
than 1,000 people and over 120 business
es. (RFE/RL)

U.S. to strengthen European posture

President Joe Biden says the United 
States will change its military posture in 
Europe because of threats resulting from 

(Continued on page 15)
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Kyiv on June 29, Mr. Zelenskyy said 
Ukraine’s participation “will depend on the 
security situation in the country and on the 
composition of the summit’s participants.” 
Indonesia, which holds the G20’s rotating 
presidency this year, has come under pres
sure from several Western nations not to 
invite Putin over the war he launched in 

February against Ukraine. Italian Prime 
Minister Mario Draghi says Mr. Widodo told 
him Putin’s presence at the summit on the 
tropical island in November has been ruled 
out, but Putin’s adviser, Yury Ushakov, said 
Mr. Draghi does not decide issues related to 
the G20 summit. Mr. Widodo will travel to 
Moscow on June 30, where he’ll meet Putin. 
As have many other developing nations, 
Indonesia has been neutral in the issue of 
Russia’s ongoing unprovoked invasion of 
Ukraine, which was launched on February 
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Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. Speaking as he 
was greeted by North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO) Secretary General 
Jens Stoltenberg at a summit of the alliance 
on June 29, Mr. Biden said the United States 
would raise the number of destroyers it has 
in Spain from four to six. He also said 
Washington will send two additional F35 
squadrons to Britain and establish a 5th 
Army headquarters in Poland. The alliance 
is needed more today “than it ever has 
been,” Mr. Biden said, adding that NATO 
will be “strengthened in all directions 
across every domain – land, air and sea.” 
(RFE/RL)

Referendum planned for Kherson

The Moscowinstalled military adminis
tration ruling the area around the occupied 
Ukrainian city of Kherson said it is prepar
ing to hold a referendum on joining Russia. 
“Yes, we are preparing for a referendum – 
and we will hold it,” Kirill Stremoussov, the 
deputy head of Kherson’s military and civil 
administration, said in a video published 
on Telegram. Mr. Stremoussov said Kher
son should become “a fullfledged mem
ber” of Russia. Russianinstalled officials 
said earlier that their security forces had 
detained Kherson Mayor Ihor Kolykhayev 
on June 28 after he refused to follow 
Moscow’s orders. A local official said the 
mayor was kidnapped. Kherson, an impor
tant port on the Black Sea, has been fully 
under Russian control since early March, 
just weeks after Moscow launched its 
unprovoked invasion of Ukraine. (RFE/RL’s 
Russian Service)

Missile strike kills at least three

A missile strike killed at least three peo
ple in a residential building in the southern 
Ukrainian city of Mykolayiv on June 29 in 
an attack that Russia said was meant to 
destroy a training base for foreign fighters. 
Mykolayiv Mayor Oleksandr Senkevych 
said eight Russian missiles had struck the 
city, including an apartment block. 
Photographs showed smoke billowing from 
a fourstory building with its upper floor 
partly destroyed. The Russian Defense 
Ministry said in a statement quoted by 
TASS that its forces carried out strikes on a 
military training base for “foreign merce
naries” near Mykolayiv. Mykolayiv, a river 
port and shipbuilding center just off the 
Black Sea, has been a Ukrainian stronghold 
against Russia’s westward push in the 
direction of Odesa. The Mykolayiv strike 
took place just two days after Russia hit a 
commercial center in Kremenchuk in cen
tral Ukraine, killing at least 18 people. 
Dozens of people were still missing on June 
29. (RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service)

New U.S. sanctions on Russia

The United States on June 28 imposed 
sanctions on 70 entities, including Russian 
defense firm Rostec, and 29 individuals in a 
move that it said aimed to “strike at the 
heart of Russia’s ability to develop and 
deploy weapons.” The new sanctions, 
which also ban imports of Russian gold, 
were announced by the U.S. Treasury 
Department’s Office of Foreign Assets 
Control (OFAC) and they implement agree
ments reached during the Group of Seven 
(G7) summit. Treasury Secretary Janet 

(Continued on page 19)
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With deep sorrow we announce, 
that on Saturday, June 18, 2022, 
in West Orange, NJ passed away 

Bohdanna Hnatkowsky
born June 1, 1926 in Lviv, Ukraine.

A Divine Liturgy was held on June 24, 2022 at St. John the Baptist 
Ukrainain Catholic Church in Whippany, NJ, followed by interment at 
Mount St. Mary Cemetery in Flushing, NY.

Remaining in deep sorrow:
daughter   - Volodymyra Hankewycz with husband Stefan
grandchildren  - Roman Hankewycz with wife Melanie
   - Adrianna Knihnicky with husband Alexander
great-grandsons  - Damian, Daniel, Maksym and Matthew.
extended family.

May her memory be eternal.

airdefense systems (MANPADS), Grot 
rifles, Fly Eye or Warmate unmanned aerial 
vehicles (UAV), as well as more expensive 
machinery, such as transporters, various 
types of fire systems and the abovemen
tioned T72 tanks (Defence24.com, May 
24). Most recently, Poland donated to 
Ukraine 18 AHS Krab selfpropelled artil
lery gunhowitzers, which already entered 
battle on June 9, Ukraine’s Defense Minister 
Oleksii Reznikov said on his Facebook page 
(Facebook.com/reznikovoleksii, June 9). 
That transfer was followed by the largest 
Polish arms export contract in 30 years 
(worth around 3 billion złoty, or $680 mil
lion) when Ukraine decided to purchase 
another 50 AHS Krabs (PAP.pl, June 7). To 
fill the gap and accelerate new deliveries, 
Poland has had to appeal to South Korea, 
since the selfpropelled Polish howitzer is 
built on top of a Korean K9 Thunder chas
sis. During his recent visit to Seoul, Poland’s 
Defense Minister Mariusz Błaszczak 
revealed that Warsaw is urgently negotiat
ing import contracts on both South Korean 
tanks and fighter jets (Gov.pl, June 1).

Yet PolishUkrainian wartime coopera
tion has not been confined solely to the mil
itary sphere. In late May, during Polish 
President Andrzej Duda’s visit to Kyiv, his 
Ukrainian counterpart ,  Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy, announced that he would sub
mit a draft law on enhanced opportunities 
for Polish citizens so that they receive the 
same rights that Ukrainian citizens enjoy in 
Poland (including residence and work per
mits, social care and access to the local edu
cation system) (Cg.gov.ua, May 22). On June 
1, the two countries held a wideranging 
intergovernmental meeting in Kyiv, which 
resulted in seven declarative documents on 
priority sectors of bilateral cooperation that 
ought to be developed, including energy, 

natural resource extraction, border security, 
regional policy, trade and some symbolic 
issues. The signed declarations are seen as 
a prelude to a future PolishUkrainian trea
ty on cooperation (Gov.pl, June 1).

Since Ukraine is still highly vulnerable to 
energy blackmail – even more so after 
Russia’s capture of the Zaporizhia nuclear 
power plant – the two governments want 
to boost crossborder natural gas and other 
energy flows. Ukraine’s Prime Minister 
Denys Shmyhal confirmed that both states 
agreed to rebuild the energy transmission 
line that connected the Khmelnytskyi 
nuclear power plant with the Polish city of 
Rzeszów so that Ukraine can also export 
electricity to Poland (Ukrinform, June 6). 
Additionally, Poland has for years contrib
uted to the institutional development and 
building up of the expert knowhow of 
Ukrainian regions and cities receiving 
external funding, including from the 
European Union, in order to improve their 
levels of entrepreneurship and investment 
(Gov.pl, accessed June 21). The Polish min
ister for development funds and regional 
policy, Grzegorz Puda, explained that 
Poland aspires to become a “knowhow 
hub” for Ukraine when it comes time to 
implement the expected “postwar” finan
cial assistance from the European Union 
(Twitter.com/GrzegorzPuda, June 1). 
Poland, as one of the greatest beneficiaries 
of EU funding with essentially no history of 
embezzlement, can serve as a wellexperi
enced and reliable partner in this matter. 
One day after the intergovernmental con
sultations, Michał Dworczyk, the head of 
the Polish Prime Minister’s Office, 
announced that Polish companies would be 
engaged in the rebuilding of the Kharkiv 
region once the situation in Ukraine stabi
lizes (Polska Times, June 2).

Furthermore, the two countries finally 
seem ready to move on from their shared 
historical and symbolic disputes, which for 
a long time constituted the main bone of 

(Continued from page 2)
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The memorable evening was photographed 
by Bitcon Photo Video, whose services 
were yet another generous donation in 
support of the film.   

Following the reception and screening of 
the 82minute feature length film, Prof. Yuri 
Shevchuk, a lecturer at Columbia Univer
sity, conducted a 20minute question and 
answer session with codirector, writer and 
producer Ms. Kalynska and producer Mr. 
Collins. That session gave the audience 
more insight into the making of the impor
tant film.

Ms. Kalynska discussed what made the 
film a passion project for her over the last 
nine years.

“I am not trained to be a soldier, but I 
believe that filmmakers can make a differ
ence. The Russian Federation has a power
ful propaganda machine and is very aggres
sive in informational warfare. And who 
opposes that? Brave journalists. Filmma
kers. Writers. [It is] a very modest battalion 
of understaffed, underfunded, exhausted 
documentarians who keep digging into 
what’s really going on, to document the 
truth, to stop this insanity and shine a light 
in the darkest of places,” she told 
Filmmaker Magazine.

The meaning of her work took on yet 
another dimension as Ms. Kalynska heart
breakingly dedicated the film to her mother 
who passed away after being evacuated 

from Bucha, Ukraine. 
In addition to the Walter Reade screen

ing, the film and its codirector, Ms. 
Kalynska, a graduate of New York Univer
sity’s film program, were recognized on 
June 13 during a reception for the school’s 
filmmakers.

The film also enjoyed an online premiere 
via a Tribeca@Home festival screening, 
which was originally slated to run for 10 
days, but was extended to run for 24 days, 
given significant viewer demand.  

Following the special screening at 
Tribeca, the production team is in the pro
cess of preparing the film for further inter
national film festival participation and 
eventually and hopefully theatrical release 
to ensure the important messages of the 
film have the greatest visibility to keep the 
war in the forefront of public attention.

The initial critical reception of the film 
has been very positive. A review by Lauren 
Wissot of Filmmaker Magazine described 
the film’s cinematography as “harrowing 
and astonishingly intimate” and the editing 
as “deftly crafted.”

Individuals who are interested in learn
ing more about the film or would like to 
view the documentary’s trailer can visit the 
following website: https://arisingfury.
com/.  The production team is already 
engaging with Ukrainian communities 
around the world to partner in screening 
the film locally.  Individuals who would like 
to host a screening of the documentary can 
email their request to the following 
address: arisingfury@gmail.com.

(Continued from page 12)
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contention in bilateral relations. This dra
matic and steady improvement was exem
plified by the unprecedented enthusiasm 
expressed by Polish citizens toward their 
embattled Ukrainian neighbors. But it can 
also be seen in Mr. Zelenskyy’s decision to 
award the southeastern Polish city of 
Rzeszów the special honorary title of 
“Savior City” for its help to the Ukrainian 
nation, and the fact that the longcovered
up monuments of Lions at the Polish ceme
tery in Lviv have been unveiled. This trend 
significantly thwarts Russia’s provocative 
attempts to raise the specter of Polish
Ukrainian historical disputes as a means to 
thrust a wedge between them (Ies.lublin.pl, 
March 2020).

The largescale support Poland provides 
Ukraine, while unprecedented, is still insuf
ficient for Ukraine to effectively contain the 
Russian offensive. Polish military equip
ment that can be transferred to Ukraine 
without causing a large decrease in the 
capabilities of this crucial North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization (NATO) frontline state 
has its limits. Thus, an urgent need exists to 
quickly replace all of its and other NATO 
allies’ alreadytransferred equipment. 
Intensified economic cooperation between 

the two Central Eastern European coun
tries is no less important. PolishUkrainian 
capacities, when combined, have much to 
offer when it comes to both wartime efforts 
and postwar economic development. This 
will require, however, further difficult 
undertakings, including expanding trans
border infrastructure. In particular, the 
“Polish harbor,” combined with Ukrainian 
military production knowhow and other 
domestic assets, could help support stable 
future deliveries to Ukraine. Such an 
improvement in PolishUkrainian relations 
is viewed positively by a large part of Polish 
commentators, even though some of them 
remain skeptical (Facebook.com/witold.
jurasz.16, June 15). Still, those most enthu
siastic have proposed that the continuation 
of the rapprochement be modelled on post
World War II GermanFrench cooperation, 
while others have even envisioned a future 
PolishUkrainian federation (wPolityce.pl, 
June 6) – all of these ideas are now being 
widely debated in Poland.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.
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ing to attack constantly,” Mr. Hayday told 
Ukrainian television, later posting the video 
on his Telegram channel.

“Now there is a peak of fighting. The fre
quency of shelling is enormous,” Mr. 
Hayday said, adding that there are still 
about 15,000 civilians remaining in the city, 
which had a prewar population of nearly 
100,000 people.

The Russians “brought in large numbers 
of vehicles, an enormous number of people. 
Shelling and attacks do not stop,” Mr. 
Hayday said.

Britain’s Defense Ministry said in its 
daily intelligence bulletin on June 30 that 
the fighting in Lysychansk is likely focused 
around the city’s oil refinery, some 10 kilo
meters southwest of the center, adding that 
Ukrainian forces continue to hold their 
positions in the city following their with
drawal from Severodonetsk.

Ukraine’s Armed Forces General Staff 
said on June 29 that Russian troops were 
trying to surround the hilltop city of Lysy
chansk, a key battleground in Moscow’s 
attempt to conquer Ukraine’s industrial 
heartland of the Donbas.

“The Russians are using every weapon 
available to them ... and without distin

guishing whether targets are military or 
not – schools, kindergartens, cultural insti
tutions,” Mr. Hayday said.

“The situation in Lysychansk is very dif
ficult,” Mr. Hayday said on television.

“Everything is being destroyed. This is a 
scorchedearth policy,” he said.

He added that the situation in Lysy
chansk resembles that in its twin city 
Severodonetsk where Russian forces start
ed destroying building after building. 
Severodonetsk fell to Russia on June 25.

In the Dnipropetrovsk region, Russian 
forces shelled the villages of Zelenodolsk 
and Velyka Kostromka, the head of the 
regional military administration, Valentyn 
Reznichenko, said.

“The enemy continues to terrorize the 
towns and villages of the Kryvyi Rih dis
trict. ... In Zelenodolsk, the enemy 
destroyed a warehouse containing 40 tons 
of grain. The explosion caused a fire,” Mr. 
Reznichenko wrote on Telegram.

British intelligence said the ability of 
Ukrainian forces to continue fighting bat
tles that slow down the enemy and avoid 
encirclement will continue to be a key fac
tor in the outcome of the war.

But the U.S. director of national intelli
gence, Avril Haines, said on June 29 that the 
outlook remains “pretty grim” and said 
Russian President Vladimir Putin still 
wants to take most of Ukraine.

Ms. Haines said U.S. intelligence agencies 
consider the most likely scenario in the 
near future to be that the war will become 
a grinding conflict in which Russian forces 
only make incremental gains but no break
through toward Putin’s goal.

But the intelligence agencies are consid
ering two other possible scenarios: a major 
Russian breakthrough and Ukraine suc
ceeding in stabilizing the front lines while 
achieving small gains, perhaps near the 
Russianheld city of Kherson and other 
areas of southern Ukraine.

With Ukraine a main topic, leaders of the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) 
military alliance ended a threeday summit 
in Madrid saying one result of Russia’s war 
is that it has seen a strengthening of the 
group and European security as a whole.

During the historic meeting, NATO offi
cially extended invitations to Sweden and 
Finland to become members, branded 
Russia as the alliance’s most “direct threat” 
and vowed to modernize Ukraine’s military 
to allow it to fight Russia.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelens
kyy also accused Russia of intentionally tar
geting civilians in Kremenchuk, where at 
least 18 people were killed and dozens are 
still missing after a missile attack on a 
crowded commercial center.

“A Russian missile hit this location pre
cisely. Deliberately. ... It is clear that Russian 
killers received those exact coordinates,” 
Mr. Zelenskyy said in his regular evening 
video address. “They wanted to kill as 
many people [as possible].”

Britain’s Ministry of Defense said in its 
daily intelligence bulletin on June 29 that 
there is a “realistic possibility” the missile 
strike on the Kremenchuk shopping center 
was intended to hit a nearby infrastructure 
target.

It said that Russia’s lack of accuracy in 
conducting longrange strikes has previ
ously resulted in mass civilian casualty inci
dents, including at the Kramatorsk railway 
station on April 9.

The British report said it was “highly 

likely” that Russian strikes will continue to 
cause further civilian casualties given 
Russia’s shortage of more modern preci
sion strike weapons and the professional 
shortcomings of their targeting planners.

The mayor of the southern city of 
Mykolayiv, Oleksandr Senkevych, said a 
missile strike killed at least three people in 
a residential building in the city on June 29 
in an attack that Russia said was meant to 
destroy a training base for foreign fighters. 
The regional governor said later the num
ber of dead was four.

In the Dnipropetrovsk region, toward 
Ukraine’s east, the head of the regional 
administration, Valentyn Reznychenko, 
said on June 29 that the bodies of a man 
and a woman had been found buried under 
the rubble of a building that was hit by a 
Russian missile the previous day.

He had earlier said that Russia had fired 
six missiles in the region on June 28, three 
of which were shot down.

Separately, the Moscowinstalled mili
tary administration ruling the area around 
the occupied Ukrainian city of Kherson said 
it is preparing to hold a referendum on 
joining Russia.

“Yes, we are preparing for a referendum 
– and we will hold it,” said Kirill Stre
moussov, the deputy head of Kherson’s mil
itary and civil administration in a video 
published on Telegram.

Mr. Stremoussov said Kherson should 
become “a fullfledged member” of Russia.

Earlier, the Russiainstalled officials said 
their security forces had detained Kherson 
city Mayor Ihor Kolykhayev on June 28 after 
he refused to follow Moscow’s orders. A 
local official said the mayor was kidnapped.

(With reporting by Reuters, AP, AFP, dpa, 
CNN, and BBC)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-war-
lysychansk-russia-artillery-/31922485.html).
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Svitlana Kolotova, a Kremechuk resident, 
left the Amstor shopping mall nearly two 
hours before the missile strike.

“I was around 150 meters from the 
shopping mall when the missile hit it. I can 
show you receipts to prove I was there that 
day. I bought a pair of nice shoes, and a 
shop assistant wished me a nice day,” Ms. 
Kolotova said, adding that she did not know 
if the shop assistant survived the attack.

“The explosion was so powerful that the 
ground seemed to bend. In a few seconds, I 
heard a lot of screaming. People were run
ning out of the center. I was too afraid to 
return there. Then, firefighters, rescuers 
and ambulances arrived – a lot of them. 
People who survived were leaving the 
building. No one was allowed to go inside 
the shopping mall, even if they had some
one there,” Ms. Kolotova said.

She said that her son’s friend, who was 
working at the shopping mall just before 
the missile struck, was the reason she left 
the mall before the explosion. The group 
went to buy some fishing equipment for 
her son’s friend.

“Fishing saved my life,” she said. “I’m still 
shocked. I feel emptiness inside. I cannot 
express how it felt. I think apocalypse feels 
similar to the first seconds after the explo
sion.”

The Russian Ministry of Defense 
acknowledged the attack on Kremenchuk, 
but denied that it targeted a civilian struc
ture, saying that the target of the attack was 
a military object.

The Ministry of Defense said it targeted 
“hangars with weapons and ammunition 

that came from the United States and 
European countries in the area of   a 
Kremenchuk factory of road machines.”

It added that “the detonation of ammu
nition for Western weapons caused a fire in 
a nonfunctioning shopping center located 
next to the plant’s territory.”

The Security Service of Ukraine (SBU) 
provided more detail about the missiles 
that stuck the shopping center in 
Kremenchuk, a city of some 217,000 peo
ple located in Ukraine’s Poltava Oblast.

“The launch of the Kh22 missiles was 
carried out from Tu22M3 bombers that 
took off from the Shaykovka airfield in the 
Kaluga region of the Russian Federation. 
The missiles themselves were launched in 
the airspace of the Kursk region. The video 
of the moment of the impact clearly shows 
that the occupiers hit the shopping center 
when there were many visitors. You can 
also compare satellite images of the city 
before and after the shelling. That is, facts 
disprove all propaganda fictions,” the SBU 
said in a statement.

Mr. Zelenskyy said the strike was not a 
mistake, but rather a calculated Russian 
strike that purposefully targeted innocent 
civilians shopping in the mall.

“Only totally insane terrorists, who should 
have no place on earth, can strike missiles 
at such an object,” Mr. Zelenskyy said.

Ms. Kolotova also said the strike was not 
an accident.

“I’m sure Russians were aiming at civil
ians. They target places that people love. 
They want to lower our morale,” she said. 

“Amstor is one of the most favorite shop
ping malls for locals. I was there five times 
last week. It had a lot to offer for everyone. I 
went there for a coffee a few days ago,” Ms. 
Kolotova said, adding that she believes 

Russian President Vladimir Putin is angry 
that many of his soldiers are dying on the 
front lines of the war and his attacks on 
Ukrainian civilians was an act of vengeance.

“I think that Russians want to kill all 
Ukrainians – their war is aimed at our full 
extermination. But they won’t get us,” Ms. 
Kolotova said.

Ukrainian officials said it will take time 
to identify the dead in the mall.

“We are talking about those bodies that 
cannot be recognized due to severe burns. 
Work on the demolition of the rubble of the 
shopping center itself will continue for sev
eral more days,” said Dmytro Lunin, the 
head of Poltava regional military adminis
tration, on June 29.

“A lot of great people died. It’s a huge 
tragedy for all of us,” Ms. Kolotova said as 
she tried to hold back tears. “Many young 
people – they worked in those shops. The 
computer shop was close to the epicenter 
of the explosion.”

“My son’s friends died there, and it’s 
impossible now to find their remains after 
the missile directly hit the shop where they 
were working. Officially they’re missing 
because even if some body parts were left 
of them, they burned in the fire,” she said.

According to data provided by the State 
Emergency Service of Ukraine, the rescuers 
disassembled and examined about 75 per
cent of the wreckage of the building after 
three days of work on site. During the anal
ysis of the debris, officials found fragments 
of human bodies belonging to at least eight 
people.

Since the attack, residents have brought 
flowers and children’s toys to the mall in 
order to honor the memory of those who 
have died in the attack.

“We miss our peaceful life. We don’t 

want anything except peace,” Ms. Kolotova 
said.

Mr. Zelenskyy said that, as of June 28, 
Russia has fired some 2,800 cruise missiles 
against Ukraine.

“The Russian state has become the larg
est terrorist organization in the world, and 
this is a fact, and this must be a legal fact. 
And everyone in the world must know that 
buying or transporting Russian oil, main
taining contacts with Russian banks, paying 
taxes and customs duties to the Russian 
state means giving money to terrorists,” Mr. 
Zelenskyy said.

“People in the Kremenchuk shopping 
mall deserved security just as much as in 
any mall in the world  somewhere in 
Philadelphia or Tel Aviv, or a shopping gal
lery somewhere in Dresden. The world can, 
and therefore must, stop Russian terror,” 
Mr. Zelenskyy said in his video address.

The United Nations Security Council 
(UNSC) condemned the attack by the 
Russian army on a shopping center in 
Kremenchuk.

Sergiy Kyslytsya, Ukraine’s ambassador 
to the U.N. issued a statement at the Security 
Council that was supported by six members 
of the body – Great Britain, the United 
States, France, Albania, Ireland and Norway.

“We strongly condemn the deaths of 
civilians as a result of these rocket attacks, 
particularly the attack on a crowded shop
ping center in Kremenchuk, Poltava region 
of Ukraine. This strike was a blatant attack 
on civilian infrastructure and the civilian 
population,” Mr. Kyslytsya said.

In addition, members of the Security 
Council condemned the intensification of 
Russian missile attacks on residential areas 
and civilian infrastructure objects that have 
occurred in Ukraine over the past few days.

(Continued from page 1)
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Brothers of Cossack Mettle 
Book one: Ukraine and Book two: 
Homeland Lost, by Roman Gerus, is an 
historical � ction series about two years 
in the Ukrainian War of Independence 
(1918-19). 

Аvailable on the Amazon, Kobo and Barnes 
& Noble websites in both paperback and 
e-book formats.
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heritage and was named after her 
Ukrainian grandmother. Reid is following 
in the footsteps of her mother, Terry Reid, 
who delivered medical supplies and other 
necessities to Ukrainian refugees in 
Ukraine and Poland in March and April.

The trip to Latvia was arranged by the 
Ukrainian American Youth Association 
(UAYA) in partnership with the League of 
Tolerance, a nonprofit in Ukraine that 
helps underprivileged children.

Reid coaches for the ENVY Volleyball 
Club in Rhode Island and connected with 
coaches from Ukraine when they visited 
Boston a few years back.

Reid will also deliver laptops for the 
upcoming school year, as well as athletic 
clothing, underwear, training equipment, 
basketball shoes and training jerseys with 
the support of the UAYA, local athletic pro
grams and private donors.

“Everybody is doing what they can and 
I’m doing everything that I can,” Reid said.

Svitolina disagrees with U.S. Open 
decision

Ukrainian tennis star Elina Svitolina 
hoped the U.S. Open would take a more 
aggressive stance following Russia’s war 
on her homeland. The Grand Slam’s orga
nizers are allowing Russian and Belarusian 
players to compete as neutrals. Svitolina 
was hoping the United States Tennis 
Association would follow Wimbledon’s 
lead and ban players from those two coun
tries.

“It’s their decision to make. They decid
ed to take this path. I don’t support it 
because I feel like they should have taken 
more serious action,” Svitolina said in a 
June 18 interview with Reuters from 
Geneva.

“Our [Ukraine’s] sports are thrown back 
by 10 years minimum because all the infra
structure has been damaged or completely 
destroyed. I can tell you many, many fac
tors that can play a role in the decision of 
not letting Russian and Belarusian players 
compete,” she said.

Russian and Belarusian players are 
banned from team events, but are permit
ted to compete as neutrals on the men’s 
and women’s tours. They were allowed to 

participate at this year’s French Open.
Svitolina recently joined former Ukraine 

soccer superstar Andriy Shevchenko as an 
ambassador for UNITED24, a charity 
launched by Ukrainian President Volody
myr Zelenskyy to collect donations to help 
aid the warravaged country.

The Odesaborn Svitolina expected 
more support from the governing bodies of 
tennis and was completely against the poli
cy of allowing players from Russia and 
Belarus to compete as neutrals.

She has also been surprised and trou
bled by the silence from her fellow players 
from Russia and Belarus.

“For us it was not really understandable 
why we didn’t get support from them. I feel 
like it created tension between us,” 
Svitolina said during her video interview.

She thanked World No. 1 Iga Swiatek for 
her French Open victory speech when the 
Pole urged Ukraine to “stay strong” and 
reminded everyone the war was still ongo
ing.

Svitolina found out she was expecting a 
baby a few days before the February 24 
Russian war on Ukraine. She quickly 
became more worried and stressed about 
the war rather than herself. The war has 
changed her as a person.

“The priorities changed, the vision of life 
changed,” Svitolina said. “It’s not that I 
didn’t cherish the family time with my par
ents before, but now I really enjoy spend
ing time with them. They got a chance to 
leave Ukraine and they are in Europe now. 
A lot of things changed inside, mentally. A 

war really changes people.”
Her pregnancy will force her to take a 

break from fundraising events, but 
Svitolina plans to return to her work 
before the end of the year (her baby is due 
to arrive in October) and wants to get back 
to playing tennis.

The USTA did issue a statement that 
they “continue to condemn the unpro
voked and unjust invasion of Ukraine by 
Russia.”

Former Ukrainian tennis player Sergiy 
Stakhovsky slammed the USTA’s decision, 
writing on Twitter: “You cannot put a price 
tag on being able to live with yourself. I 
salute Wimbledon, the only entity which 
has a moral code.”

Ukrainianborn Denis Kudla’s opinion is 
that he is comfortable with Russian players 
participating at the U.S. Open after hearing 
the announcement that they could com
pete as neutrals. Kudla, ranked No. 82 on 
the men’s tour, was born in Ukraine and 
has family members still living there.

He spoke to the press on June 17 follow
ing his loss in the round of 16 at the Cinch 
Championships in London. “It’s a tough sit
uation,” Kudla admitted. “I’m not really 
against the Russian players playing; they’re 
not really the ones that are doing it person
ally. I don’t have a lot of family there. I have 
an uncle and two cousins. Luckily, they’re 
towards the Romanian border. It’s obvious
ly awful to see; we’re keeping an eye on it.”

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@
sfgsports.com.

Ukraine’s Para athletes once again over
achieved, this time at the 2022 Para World 
Swimming Championships held on June 
1218 in Madeira, Portugal. Team Ukraine 
finished fifth overall out of 51 medaling 
countries and fifth in gold medals with 13. 
Ukrainian swimmers added 10 silver med
als and 13 bronze for a total of 36 medals.

Top individual performers were Andrii 
Trusov with four gold medals and two 
bronze for a total of six medals, Kyrylo 
Garashchenko with two gold and a pair of 
silver medals for four total medals, 
Mykhailo Serbin with four medals (a gold, 
2 silver, 1 bronze) and Anna Hontar, who 
won a gold and two silver medals.

Gold medals were won by Trusov in the 
50meter butterfly S7, 50meter freestyle 
S7, 100meter backstroke S7, 100meter 
freestyle S7; Anton Kol in the 50meter 
backstroke S1, 100meter backstroke S1; 
Oleksii Virchenko 50meter freestyle S13, 
100meter butterfly S13; Kyrylo Gara
shchen ko 100meter freestyle S13, 400
meter freestyle S13; Mykhailo Serbin in the 
100meter backstroke S11; Anna Hontar in 
the women’s 50meter freestyle S6; and 
Anna Stetsenko in the women’s 400meter 
freestyle S13.

The nexttolast day of competition saw 
Ukraine win five gold medals in 50 minutes. 
The Ukrainians dominated both the wom
en’s and men’s 400meter freestyle S13 
with Anna Stetsenko and Gara shchenko, 
respectively, taking the top spots. Fifteen 
minutes later, Serbin set a championship 
record in the men’s 100meter backstroke 
S11 (1:06.98). Trusov won the men’s 
50meter freestyle S7 and Kol finished first 
in the men’s 50meter backstroke S1. 
Stetsenko set a new European record with 
a time of 4:34.56 seconds.

Hontar set a new world record of 32.75 
seconds in the women’s 50meter freestyle 
S6, edging out the previous record held by 
Ukrainian Yelyzaveta Mereshko (32.78 sec
onds in 2018).

Ukraine’s team consisted of 23 athletes, 
17 men and 6 women.

Massachusetts coach helps athletes

A North Attleboro, Mass., volleyball 
coach was on her way to Latvia on June 18 
to help train young basketball players who 
have fled wartorn Ukraine. Twentyone
yearold Natalka Reid is also bringing the 
athletes much needed supplies. Her trip is 
being sponsored by the Ukrainian 
American Youth association. Reid, a Rhode 
Island College sophomore, is an active 
member of the Bostonbased youth organi
zation.

In an interview with the local newspa
per The Sun Chronicle, Reid said the rea
son she wanted to make the trip was 
because “I really want to help and make a 
difference.”

“Coach Nat” is a volleyball player and 
coach. She will be living and working with 
more than two dozen athletes and other 
coaches in Latvia for almost three weeks.

The U15 girls’ basketball team “MOBI,” 
from Brovary, Ukraine, will be in Latvia 
training with Reid, doing speed, agility and 
strength sessions and daily team building 
activities. The basketball players fled 
Ukraine soon after Russia launched a full
scale war on Ukraine on February 24.

Reid is a health and physical education 
major. She is quite proud of her Ukrainian 

Ukraine wins 36 medals at Para world 
Swimming Championships

Andrii Trusov won four gold and two 
bronze medals at the Para World Swim-
ming Championships on June 12-18 in 

Madeira, Portugal.

Anna Hontar set a world record in the 
women’s freestyle (S6) at the Para World 
Swimming Championships on June 12-18 

in Madeira, Portugal.

Tokyo2020.com Paralympic.org

Special Olympics Florida and Slovakia support Ukraine’s athletes
by Ihor N. Stelmach

Special Olympics Florida has donated 
financial and program assistance to 
Special Olympics Slovakia in an effort to 
support a sports club consisting of 
Ukrainian refugees. The club, named 
Special Stars, is designed to support peo
ple with intellectual disabilities who have 
fled Ukraine due to Russia’s war on 
Ukraine. The club is also open to Special 
Olympics Unified partners – persons 
without disabilities who train and com
pete with Special Olympics athletes.

Following Special Olympics Florida’s 
lead, several other states also donated 
money and programmatic support. The 
donated funds help pay for uniforms, 
sports training, equipment, a facility, swim
ming pool access and operating costs.

Special Stars is part of a larger initia

tive known as Special Olympics Unified 
with Refugees. It was formed by Special 
Olympics International in 2016 in 
response to the needs of refugee youth of 
all abilities in partnership with the United 
Nations Refugee Agency and Lions Club 
International Foundation.

Unified with Refugees seeks to support 
refugees with and without intellectual 
disabilities through the power of the 
Special Olympics Unified platform. 
Unified with Refugees has created pro
grams for Special Olympics athletes living 
in Europe, Africa and Southeast Asia.

Special Olympics Florida committed to 
create Special Stars and quickly received 
contributions from several other Special 
Olympics state programs. Special Stars is 
currently serving more than 20 Ukrainian 
refugees in Slovakia and that number is 
growing.

Special Olympics Florida President and 
CEO Sherry Wheelock said her organiza
tion and its board members thought it 
was important to help displaced 
Ukrainian athletes. People with intellectu
al disabilities are among the most margin
alized members of society, she said, and 
that problem is only aggravated for refu
gees with intellectual disabilities.

“Those athletes and their families are 
facing unimaginable challenges,” said 
Wheelock in a January 21 Special Olymp
ics Florida press release. “First, they had 
to escape the violence of the war, and now 
they have to make a new life in a new 
community. We want to support them as 
best we can, and show them that Special 
Olympics Florida is thinking about them.”

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at 
iman@sfgsports.com.
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campaign to help the Ukrainian gymnasts start over in the 
U.S. Online fundraisers helped raise $12,500 to cover the 
airfare. In early April, the team took off on a perilous jour
ney through Ukraine to Warsaw and then several connect
ing flights to Spain, Colombia and finally Mexico, where 
they landed on April 15. They left behind their families and 
what was left of their homes.

Seeing the ocean in Rosarito, Mexico, for the first time 
was the moment the girls allowed themselves to breathe, 
smile and laugh as they ran on the beach, dipped their feet 

by Ihor N. Stelmach

There are nine of them, ranging in age from 14 to 20. 
They are members of the Federation of Aesthetic Group 
Gymnastics (AGG), part of Ukraine’s national team, called 
Alcor Mizar. They are some of Ukraine’s most elite ath
letes – Ukrainian gymnasts who have fled their wartorn 
country and the homes they’ve known their entire lives. 
As dedicated athletes, they are determined to once again 
represent their native land. Thanks to a Ukrainianborn 
San Diego, Calif., gymnastics coach and a few local spon
sor families and donors, these young ladies are safe and 
training for future world championship competitions.

The Ukrainian team is training at Alliant University 
Sports Center in Scripps Ranch in San Diego, Calif., and the 
city’s Hourglass Gymnasium at Miramar College six days 
per week, along with the local Team Emerald, Emerald 
City’s Rhythmic AGG team from the United States.

Through a traumatic journey of escape from their home
land and settling in with sponsor families, the Ukrainian 
team has found their ultimate safe place doing what they 
do best – practicing gymnastics in a gym.

Most of them are still learning to speak English, but they 
all share a common language in gymnastics, creating a 
bond with the local Team Emerald gymnasts with whom 
they train three times a week. Team Emerald’s coach, 
Fernanda Guitierrez, competed with some Ukrainian gym
nasts years ago, helping create a connection with the 
Ukrainian team.

It all started with the news of Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine on February 24, when the president of AGG U.S.A., 
Elena Baltovick, called her Ukrainian counterpart, Iryna 
Gutnik, Alcor Mizar’s coach. Baltovick, also president of 
San Diego’s Emerald City Rhythmics, is from Kyiv and had 

gotten to know Gutnik several years ago during one of the 
team’s visits to the United States for a competition. Over 
the years, the coaches have worked together to train their 
teams.

Alcor Mizar was based in Kharkiv, Ukraine, considered a 
major target for the Russian military and a city that has 
very much been under siege during the first month of the 
war. As most of the city got destroyed, the gymnasts lived 
in makeshift bomb shelters in basements, subway tunnels 
and even their gymnasium. In one month, they lost their 
homes, school and training facility.

In late March, Baltovick took action with a social media 

Members of Ukraine’s Alcor Mizal gymnastics team have relocated their training to San Diego, Calif., due to 
Russia’s war on Ukraine.

Elena Baltovick, spotfund.com

Ukrainian national gymnasts safe in San Diego

Elite Ukrainian rower finds new home
by Ihor N. Stelmach

When a worldclass complex with worldclass funding 
gets a worldclass athlete, the outcome can truly be out of 
this world. Twentytwoyearold Ukrainian Kateryna 
(Kate) Maistrenko is one of the top rowers in the world. 
The exWashington State University star is currently train
ing for the Olympics and world championships.

Every morning at sunrise, Maistrenko heads to Lake 
Washington for training. No matter how fast she rows, she 
is constantly challenged by the current events halfway 
across the globe. Maistrenko was born and raised in Kyiv.

“My people are dying,” she said in a June 20 interview 
with Seattle’s King TV. “The family district where I grew up, 
basically all the bombs went there. I was like, ‘Oh, this is 
where I went to school. This is where I used to walk. And 
this is my home,’” Maistrenko said.

Her family is still in Ukraine and they have lost just 
about everything.

“You wake up with the thought that you may never see 
them again. For me, it was a bit hard to accept their deci
sion. I didn’t understand why they weren’t able to maybe 
go to Poland. I started realizing a few days later, they would 
never go. That’s their home. They have to protect home,” 
she said.

Maistrenko’s brothers are serving in the Ukrainian 
Armed Forces. Her 72yearold father, Anatolii, serves as a 
volunteer. Valentyna, her mother, helps run the family’s 
rowing school. Both of her parents are former Olympians. 
She hopes to follow in their footsteps, but wants to create 
her own path. In Ukraine, where everyone knows her par
ents, she is known as someone’s daughter. She wanted to 
create her own identity. She did so at Washington State 
University (WSU), where she was a valuable member of the 
rowing team for five years before graduating with a major 
in international business and being awarded WSU’s 
Presidential Leadership Award and the Cougar Athletics 
Leadership Award.

She wants to stay in Washington, but has a threemonth 
window to find employment or she faces the risk of depor
tation. She is searching for an immigrantfriendly job in 
international business or computer science in her adopted 
country, but she also wants to row to represent her home
land. 

“The fact that she’s currently training to hopefully go to 
Worlds, to hopefully race in one of those national team 
boats for Ukraine, we want to be a part of that journey with 

her,” Rachel Kehler, a coach at Seattle’s prestigious Pocock 
Rowing Center said when speaking with King TV.

Kehler is closely coordinating a personalized training 
regimen with Maistrenko’s national team coach in Ukraine. 
Kehler, who rowed collegiately at the University of 
Tennessee, looks at this as a challenging coaching project.

“We’re going to get her connected with a lot of people 
that want to help her succeed. To me, this is the community 
she needs to be a part of,” Kehler said. “It’s all about being 
on the national team. She wants to represent Ukraine.”

In the interim, Maistrenko continues to raise funds for 
displaced Ukrainian national team athletes and others 
affected by the war. To date, she has raised over $800,000.

Personally, she is struggling to survive in Seattle. She 
says it is “incredibly expensive and, even if you have the 
best kind of job,” she has a limited budget because she 
needs to send money home to her family. Her main priority 
is her country.

Hers is an assignment to row against the current.

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@sfgsports.com.

Kateryna (Kate) Maistrenko is a rower from Kyiv who 
competes for Washington State University.

wsucougars.com

(Continued on page 19)

In May, Plast also held a “PlastunyInAction” program 
that raised over $50,000. Plast scouts cycled, ran triath
lons, held bake sales, coordinated fundraisers at restau
rants and coordinated multiple other fundraising drives.

Combined, these donations allowed Plast to provide 
critical medical equipment and supplies, including external 
fixators, wound vacuumassisted closure devices, ultra
sounds with associated iPads, and other lifesaving equip
ment to hospitals in Ukraine.  Plast also supported families 
of wounded or killed Plast members, and the organization 
will pay to bring 1,027 Plast scouts in Ukraine to various 
summer camps throughout Europe.

Together in partnership with various nongovernmental 
organizations in Ukraine, Plast U.S.A. helped launch the 
website Ukraine911.org, which includes a list of medical 
equipment and supplies that are urgently needed in 
Ukraine. Through that website, individuals can see donate 
money for those items, which are purchased directly from 
manufacturers at a 3075 percent discount.

Plast then coordinates the transport and distribution of 
the purchased medical supplies through multiple secure 
transport routes. Ukraine911.org’s partners include the 
United National Women’s League of America (UNWLA), 
the Ukrainian Medical Association of North America 
(UMANA), Paul Chester Children’s Hope Foundation 
(PCCHF), Razom for Ukraine, and Nova Ukraine, among 
others. A full list of partner organizations can be found at 
Ukraine911.org.

And Ukrainian scouts of all ages across the United States 
have been assembling Pocket First Aid Kits (PFAKs) as a 
way of contributing to the humanitarian aid effort. PFAKs, 
which contain 10 first aid items vacuum sealed in a pouch 
small enough to carry in a pocket, are designed to be light
weight and easily usable by anyone administering emer
gency care.

The assembly of PFAKs quickly spread past the Plast 
community to members of the Boy Scouts of America and 
the Girl Scouts of America, as well as Plast members’ places 
of employment and schools. These combined efforts 
enabled the packaging and shipment of over 68,000 PFAKs 
to Ukraine.

To learn more about Plast’s efforts to provide support 
and humanitarian assistance to Ukraine, readers may visit 
the websites aid.plastusa.org and Ukraine911.org. Readers 
who have questions may email Plast officials at scout
sforukraine@plastusa.org.

(Continued from page 11)

Plast Ukrainian...
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Through August 24 Art exhibit, “Impressions of War,” Ukrainian Institute
New York of America, www.ukrainianinstitute.org

July 9-10 Folk Art Market, Ukrainian National Museum, 
Chicago 312-421-8020, www.ukrainiannationalmuseum.org

July 15-17 Support Ukraine Festival, Soyuzivka Heritage Center,
Kerhonkson, NY www.soyuzivka.com or 845-626-5641

July 17 Performance and presentation by bandurist Jurij The 
Jenkintown, PA Fedynsky, “Kobzar’s Prayer for Ukraine,” Ukrainian
 Educational and Cultural Center, 215-663-1166 
 or ueccphila.org

July 23 Benefit concert for Ukraine with Oksana Bilozir, 
Stamford, CT St. Basil Seminary, www.stbasilseminary.org

July 24 Benefit concert for Ukraine with Oksana Bilozir, Ukrainian
Whippany, NJ American Cultural Center of New Jersey, www.uaacnj.org

July 27-31 75th Convention of the Ukrainian Orthodox League, Ss. 
Carnegie, PA Peter and Paul UOL Chapter, orthodoxcarnegie.org or 
 uolofusa.org

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

Yellen said in a statement that the United 
States reaffirmed its commitment to work 
with partners and allies “to impose addi
tional severe sanctions in response to 
Russia’s war against Ukraine.” “Broad mul
tilateral commitments and actions by G7 
members this week further cut off the 
Russian Federation’s access to technology 
that is critical to their military,” Ms. Yellen 
said. “Targeting Russia’s defense industry 
will degrade [President Vladimir] Putin’s 
capabilities and further impede his war 
against Ukraine, which has already been 
plagued by poor morale, broken supply 
chains and logistical failures.” The sanc
tions on Rostec announced on June 28 
build on previously announced sanctions 
against the state aerospace and defense 
conglomerate. The Treasury Department 
said that Rostec’s “management umbrella 
includes more than 800 entities across a 
wide range of sectors” and that all entities 
owned 50 percent or more by Rostec are 
blocked. This includes United Aircraft 
Corporation, the maker of Russia’s MiG and 
Sukhoi fighter jets.  The Treasury 
Department said this aims to “weaken 
Russia’s ability to continue its aerial assault 
on Ukraine.” The ban on gold imports, 
which the Treasury Department said is 
Russia’s biggest nonenergy export, was also 
agreed by Britain, Canada and Japan during 

the G7 summit. In addition to targeting 
Rostec and other industries critical to the 
defense sector, the sanctions take aim at 
military units and officers implicated in 
human rights abuses in Ukraine, the OFAC 
said. The Treasury Department’s enforce
ment arm also issued a joint alert with the 
U.S. Department of Commerce’s Bureau of 
Industry and Security advising vigilance 
against Russian and Belarusian export con
trol evasion, the statement said. Separately, 
the U.S. State Department announced visa 
restrictions on more than 500 military offi
cers “for threatening or violating Ukraine’s 
sovereignty, territorial integrity or political 
independence.” The department has also 
taken steps to impose visa restrictions on 
18 Russian nationals in relation to the sup
pression of dissent, including politically 
motivated detentions, Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken said in a statement. 
Washington is also increasing tariffs on 
more than 570 groups of Russian products 
worth approximately $2.3 billion. The U.S. 
Commerce Department took complemen
tary actions, adding several entities to its 
socalled Entity List for continuing to do 
business with Russia even after its invasion 
of Ukraine. The additions to the Entity List 
“demonstrate the United States will impose 
stringent export controls on companies, 
including those in third countries, in order 
to deny them access to items they can use 
to support Russia’s military and/or defense 
industrial base,” Mr. Blinken said. (RFE/RL, 
with reporting by AP, AFP and Reuters)

(Continued from page 15)
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and ridiculed Western sanctions, but what 
the propaganda never mentions is that 
such a “reliance on our own strength” 
necessitates a return to lowtech industri
al structures and designs (Nezavisimaya 
gazeta, June 21). Even this reversal of 
technical progress can be costly, and the 
United Aircraft Corporation (part of the 
Rostec conglomerate controlled by Putin’s 
old associate Sergei Chemezov) calculated 
the expenses of domestically producing all 
components for the Superjet 100 aircraft 
at 50 billion rubles ($941,177), not includ
ing the engines (Vedomosti, June 21). 
Deteriorating maintenance drives flight 
safety down, and the crash of an Il76 mili
tarytransport plane on June 23 and two 
accidents involving Su25 fighters in early 
June illustrate this point (Kommersant, 
June 24; Topwar.ru, June 21).

The Russian air force cannot establish 
effective control over Ukrainian airspace, 
as soberminded Moscow experts now 
admit, and the sanctionsaggravated prob
lems with logistics and maintenance 
almost guarantee that this underperfor
mance will not be overcome in forthcom
ing encounters (Russiancouncil.ru, June 
22). This lack of modern capabilities, 
which had been on show in parades and 
highly praised by the selfserving military 
command prior to the invasion, deter
mines the strikingly unmodern character 
of Russian strategy for “liberating” the 
Donbas by totally destroying it (The 
Insider, June 24). The paradox of resorting 
to the old Soviet way of war based on the 
massive application of force, while having 
neither the human resources nor the 
industrial base necessary to carry it out, 
undercuts whatever small gains Russian 
forces are able to make in the Donbas 
(Svoboda.org, June 24). With every deliv
ery of Western weapons systems, the 
Armed Forces of Ukraine take a step for
ward in modernization, while the Russian 
military falls back to unsustainable World 
War II patterns (Republic.ru, June 24).

The war, even if still camouflaged as a 
“special operation,” has become a major 
tool for the Kremlin’s policy of reforging 

Russian society to fit the oldfashioned 
paternalist mold – first of all by dominat
ing information flow and suppressing all 
independent voices (The New Times, June 
25). One inevitable result is the sharp 
increase of emigration. And if the shocking 
onset of the war caused a wave of hasty 
escapes, presently the outflow is sustained 
by more considered decisions on relocat
ing businesses and changing career plans 
(Novaya Gazeta, June 24). Moscow city 
authorities put great effort into ensuring 
that city life continues “as normal,” but the 
oppressive atmosphere hangs heavy over 
the rebranded shops and cinemas show
ing old movies (Meduza, June 22). For 
Putin’s orderenforcers, the departure of 
thousands of young entrepreneurs and 
freelancers means a contraction of the 
protest pool, but the country is losing tal
ent and energy, and Russian demography 
will proceed from bad to worse (Republic.
ru, June 25).

On the propagandapolished surface, 
signs of degradation – the inevitable con
sequence of demodernization – are not 
yet starkly visible, as unemployment 
remains latent, discontent is pushed 
underground and even forward momen
tum in the Donbas appears to be with the 
Russian forces, exhausted as they may be. 
What will break through this surface first 
– a strike at a paralyzed industrial plant or 
an offensive by Ukrainian forces that liber
ates Kherson – is anybody’s guess. For a 
few more weeks, the small gang of Putin’s 
aging lieutenants can cling to their vision 
of restoring Sovietstyle patterns of gover
nance, as the wider circle of smart court
iers supply them with information that 
plays into the notion that demoderniza
tion can work. The experiment of once 
more turning the country inward is 
doomed to fail because Russian society 
has learned the skills of mobility and con
nectivity and, when given the chance, the 
most valuable members will likely contin
ue to leave. Russia is not only too big but 
also too complex to be reduced to a stag
nant walledoff khanate.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission 
from its publisher,  the Jamestown 
Foundation, www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)

Russian experiment...

in the water and felt somewhat safe. They 
crossed the border into San Diego the fol
lowing day, and for the next twoplus 
months they were housed, fed and trans
ported by sponsor families. Fund raising to 
benefit the gymnasts continues in an 
attempt to get them Social Security num
bers, food, clothing and other necessities.

The girls are working on adapting to life 

in a foreign country, enrolling in schools 
and getting driver’s permits. They are 
doing well and are being taken care of, but 
their culture has changed.

Back in Ukraine, the gymnasts’ families 
have scattered with some leaving as refu
gees to neighboring countries, while others 
remain in the war zone living in bomb shel
ters or joining the war effort. Most of the 
girls speak with their families twice a day.

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@
sfgsports.com

(Continued from page 18)

Ukrainian national...

going around right now about sustainabili
ty and how long this war can really be 
fought by either side. It seems that sooner 
or later, we’re going to reach a point where 
this is going to feel a bit difficult to maintain 
for both parties. Is that a realistic thing to 
expect? If so, how long until we reach this 
point?

Mr. Ryan: This is an existential fight for 
Ukraine.

This isn’t one they chose, and it’s one 
they would prefer not to have to fight, but 
they know from how the Russians have 
treated Ukrainian civilians, how they’ve 
destroyed Ukrainian cities, how they’ve 
raped, tortured and murdered Ukrainians, 
that this is truly an existential fight for their 
country. It’s also one that President Putin 
has essentially said is a war of conquest.

So far, Ukrainians are retaining the will 
to fight for as long as they need to in order 
to ensure the Russians aren’t able to subju
gate them, and they have some of the 
resources to do that. If they keep getting 
supported by the West, they can continue.

But Russia is also a country that has 
about 100 million more citizens [than 
Ukraine] and is able to generate a larger 
military and resources to fight. It certainly 
has its own problems, but both sides can 
keep this war going for quite some time.

RFE/RL: Looking ahead, what are the 
key things that you’re watching and that 

you think are important for people to fol
low?

Mr. Ryan: It’s quite likely that Russia will 
close the Luhansk pocket and the 
Ukrainians will lose that territory or cede it.

After that, the big question is whether 
the Russians have the reserves to maintain 
their momentum and continue offensive 
activities in Donetsk? Or will they need to 
have some kind of operational pause to 
reset and reinforce?

I’m also looking at the south. If the 
Russians successfully take all of Luhansk, 
they’ll have to make a choice about some of 
the critical resources – artillery, airpower 
or electronic warfare – and whether they 
use them to defend that area around [the 
city of] Kherson in the south or do they use 
them to maintain the offensive in the east 
or, indeed, around Kharkiv? Do they want 
to continue to attempt to push the 
Ukrainians back from the Russian borders?

So, the Russians in the next month or 
two have some interesting challenges 
ahead of them. They have some big choices 
to make about the prioritization of ground 
forces, and this doesn’t even include other 
strategic challenges that they’re facing.

(This interview has been condensed and 
edited for clarity.)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-analysis-
russia-momentum-east-war/31919783.
html).

(Continued from page 3)

Can Russia...
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