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The Ukrainian Weekly

by Mark Raczkiewycz

KYIV – On June 24, a car explosion killed 
a Moscow-installed official in Russia-
occupied Kherson, a port city along the 
Dnipro River located 450 kilometers (280 
miles) south of Kyiv.

Dmytro Savluchenko was the collabora-
tor, and he headed the department of fami-
ly, youth and sports of the civilian adminis-
tration that the occupying forces had estab-
lished.

He was affiliated with the now-banned 
Party of Sharia, a pro-Russian party run by 
blogger Anatoliy Shariy who was detained in 
Spain in May at the request of Kyiv authori-
ties on suspicion of treason. Mr. Savluchenko 
was also the founder of the Nova Rus (New 
Rus) youth group and took part in pro-Rus-
sian rallies in the city in 2014 when Russia 
initially invaded the country.

His assassination is part of a coordinated 
resistance movement involving residents of 
the southern occupied regions of Kherson 
and Zaporizhia and the “defense appara-
tus,” Andriy Yusov, a spokesperson for 
Ukraine’s Defense Intelligence (HUR), told 
The Ukrainian Weekly.

The collaborator’s death is part of a 
series of car and building explosions and 

assassinations. The resistance has hung 
pro-Ukrainian leaflets in the region, teach-
ers have said they will not teach the 
Russian curriculum and former govern-
ment officials said they do not want to 
cooperate with the Russian occupying 
authorities.

It’s a combined effort between various 
security agencies and military units whose 

Combined resistance movement in southern 
Ukraine irritates Russian occupation

Kyiv says 1 million  
Ukrainian troops being 
marshalled for southern 

counterattack

(Continued on page 3)

RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service

Ukrainian forces have struck at least 
three Russian military sites in southern 
Ukraine as they intensified their counterof-
fensive in the region, while Russia main-
tained its shelling of towns and cities in the 
east, south and center of the country.

Among the bloodiest of the attacks on 
July 14, Ukrainians authorities reported 
that three missiles hit the historic town of 
Vinnytsia, 270 kilometers west of Kyiv, kill-

ing at least 12 people and injuring dozens 
more.

President Volodymyr Zelenskyy called 
the attack “an open act of terrorism.”

Meanwhile, on the diplomatic front, a 
breakthrough appeared to be near on July 
14 in Istanbul, where Russian and 
Ukrainian military delegations were nego-
tiating a deal aimed at resuming Black Sea 
grain exports blocked by Russia and ease 
the risk of starvation faced by millions.

Ukraine’s Operational Command South 
said on July 14 that its forces had hit two 
military checkpoints and a landing pad in 
the second strike this week on Nova 
Kakhovka in the Kherson region, a Russian-
held area in the south. It said 13 Russian 
“occupiers” had been killed.

The strike came two days after Ukraine 
said its forces had hit a Russian munitions 
depot in Nova Kakhovka, killing 52 sol-
diers. The town’s Russian-installed authori-
ties said that at least seven civilians were 
killed in that assault.

Ukraine’s attacks in the south followed 
an announcement by Kyiv that it was 
amassing hundreds of thousands of troops 
in the region to prepare for a major offen-
sive to recapture territory there while 
Russian forces set their focus on capturing 
the Donbas region, which consists of the 
eastern regions of Donetsk and Luhansk.

Battlefield claims on either side of the 
conflict could not be independently veri-
fied.

Pavlo Kyrylenko, head of Ukraine’s 
Donetsk regional military administration, 

Ukraine renews offensive in south  
as Russian missiles hit historic central city

(Continued on page 7)

 A map shows the state of the advance of Russian military forces in eastern Ukraine as 
of July 14.

RFE/RL

With help of high-precision Western weapons,  
Ukraine prepares for southern counteroffensive

by Roman Tymotsko

LVIV – Ukrainian Minister of Defense 
Oleksiy Reznikov said that President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy has ordered a mas-
sive counteroffensive to beat back Russian 
forces along the country’s southern coast.

 Together with Western weapons, 
Ukraine is already gathering a “million-
strong fighting force” for the battle, Mr. 
Reznikov said.

Mr. Zelenskyy said the task of the 
Ukrainian Armed Forces and each 
Ukrainian citizen is to rid the entire coun-
try of Russian forces.

“I can say that the task of all our mili-
tary is to de-occupy our entire territory. I 
think this is the task of every citizen of 
our country. If you don’t mind, I won’t 

share the details of certain plans,” Mr. 
Zelenskyy said at a joint briefing with 
Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte in Kyiv, 
as he answered questions about the plan 
to liberate southern Ukraine.

Mr. Reznikov said that the liberation of 
the country’s southern coastal areas is 
vital for the economy.

“We understand that politically it is 
necessary for our country,” Mr. Reznikov 
said. 

“Ukraine is gathering a million-strong 
fighting force equipped with Western 
weapons to win back its southern territo-
ry,” Mr. Reznikov said during an interview 
with The Times of London.

According to the defense minister, Mr. 
Zelenskyy instructed the country’s mili-
tary leadership to work on the massive 

counteroffensive plan. As a result, the 
General Staff of the Armed Forces of 
Ukraine is currently compiling a list of 
what is needed at the front, and the 
Ministry of Defense is trying to find all of 
the resources it needs to successfully 
carry out the mission.

At the beginning of June, the com-
mander-in-chief of the Armed Forces of 
Ukraine, Maj. Gen. Valeriy Zaluzhnyi, 
announced that the Ukrainian military 
had launched a counteroffensive in sever-
al directions. The Kherson City Council 
then announced that the armed forces 
were conducting a counteroffensive in the 
Kherson region.

Mr. Zelenskyy later announced that 

(Continued on page 9)

A poster seen in Kherson on May 25 
included a message in Russian that read 
“1-2-3-4-5, we are coming to get you” in 
large letters while in smaller Ukrainian let-
ters it urged people to make Molotov cock-
tails and throw them at administrative 

buildings occupied by Russian soldiers.

Sofia Kokhut
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Ukraine cuts ties with North Korea

Ukraine has severed relations with 
North Korea after Pyongyang recognized 
two eastern territories of Ukraine as inde-
pendent. “We consider this decision as an 
attempt by Pyongyang to undermine the 
sovereignty and territorial integrity of 
Ukraine,” the Ukrainian Foreign Affairs 
Ministry said in a statement on its website. 
“The North Korean regime’s recognition of 
the ‘subjectivity’ of the Russian occupation-
al regimes in Donetsk and Luhansk regions 
is null and void, will have no legal conse-
quences and will not change the interna-
tionally recognized borders of Ukraine,” the 
statement said. Russian media reported 
earlier on July 13 that North Korea had rec-
ognized the “independence” of parts of the 
Donetsk and Luhansk regions occupied by 
Moscow-backed separatists. The Ukrainian 
Foreign Affairs Ministry’s statement also 
condemned North Korea’s decision and 
said in response to the “unfriendly act” 
Ukraine was severing diplomatic relations 
with Pyongyang. Political and economic 
contacts had already been suspended due 
to international sanctions imposed on 
North Korea over its nuclear weapons pro-
gram. Foreign Affairs Minister Dmitry 
Kuleba said North Korea’s decision said 
more about Moscow’s “toxicity” than 
Pyongyang’s. “Russia has no more allies in 
the world, except for countries that depend 
on it financially and politically, and the 
level of isolation of the Russian Federation 
will soon reach the level of isolation of the 
DPRK [Democratic People’s Republic of 
Korea]. Ukraine will continue to respond as 
harshly as possible to encroachments on 
its sovereignty and territorial integrity,” Mr. 
Kuleba said. The North Korean Embassy in 
Moscow confirmed Pyongyang’s decision, 
making North Korea only the third country 
after Russia and Syria to recognize the two 
entities in Ukraine’s Donbas region. Denis 
Pushilin, head of a separatist group in the 
Donetsk region, said on Telegram that he 
hoped for “fruitful cooperation” and 
increased trade with North Korea, an iso-
lated country more than 6,500 kilometers 
away. (RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service, with 
reporting by Reuters)

U.S. accuses Russia of forced deportations

U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken 
has accused Russia of forcibly deporting 
hundreds of thousands of Ukrainians from 
areas it controls in the east and south of 
the country to Russia. Mr. Blinken said an 
estimated 900,000 to 1.6 million Ukrainian 
citizens, including 260,000 children, have 
been interrogated, detained and deported 
from their homes to Russia, including to 
isolated areas in the Far East, through “fil-
tration” operations. In a statement on July 
13, he called on Russia to stop these opera-
tions, which he said violate the Geneva 
Conventions. “The unlawful transfer and 
deportation of protected persons is a grave 
breach of the Fourth Geneva Convention 
on the protection of civilians and is a war 
crime,” Mr. Blinken said. The “filtration” 
operations are separating families, confis-
cating Ukrainian passports and issuing 
Russian passports “in an apparent effort to 
change the demographic makeup of parts 
of Ukraine,” Mr. Blinken said in the state-
ment. The people who are “filtered out” 
include Ukrainians deemed threatening 
because of their potential affiliation with 
the Ukrainian military, media, government 
and civil society groups, Mr. Blinken said. 
He also cited eyewitness reports from sur-
vivors who said that Russian authorities 
had transported tens of thousands of peo-
ple to detention facilities in Donetsk con-
trolled by Moscow-backed separatists, 
where many are reportedly tortured. 
There are reports that some individuals 
targeted for “filtration” have been sum-
marily executed, he said. The “filtration” 
program appears to have been planned 
early and matches similar operations that 
Russia undertook in other wars, including 
in Chechnya, he said, adding that the 
Russians must be held accountable. “This 
is why we are supporting Ukrainian and 
international authorities’ efforts to collect, 
document and preserve evidence of atroci-
ties,” he said. The statement came a day 
before the Ukraine Accountability 
Conference in The Hague on alleged war 
crimes in Ukraine. (RFE/RL, with report-
ing by AFP)

(Continued on page 14)

 NEWS ANALYSIS

Part 2
by Vladimir Socor

Eurasia Daily Monitor

The North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO) had blocked Ukraine’s membership 
track long before Russia’s 2022 re-invasion 
of Ukraine. The summit in Madrid (June 
28-30) changed nothing in this respect. 
While the proverbial door remained open 
to Ukraine in theory, the path to it was 
blocked in practice by certain Western 
members, shaping the Alliance’s collective 
position on this issue at the lowest common 
denominator. Since U.S. President Joe 
Biden’s administration joined the naysayers 
in 2021, NATO has stopped referencing 
Ukraine’s membership as an explicit goal in 
the Alliance’s official documents. It merely 
references, in the abstract, Ukraine’s sover-
eign right to choose its own security 
arrangements.

For its part, Ukraine has not abandoned 
the goal of joining NATO. That goal has 
been inscribed in the Ukrainian constitu-
tion since 2019; the current leadership 
seems to adhere to it as tenaciously as the 
prior leadership (currently the parliamen-
tary opposition) did; and public support 
for this goal makes it risky for political 

leaders to be perceived as abandoning it, 
unless NATO itself ends up disappointing 
Ukraine. The membership aspirations of 
Ukraine are coupled with confidence in 
NATO’s capacity to protect its members 
from Russian aggression.

Addressing NATO’s Madrid summit by 
video from Kyiv, Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy stated: “Has Ukraine 
not sacrificed enough [to join NATO]? Is our 
contribution to the defense of Europe and 
of the civilized world still insufficient? 
What else is needed then? … [Ukraine], not 
a member of NATO, albeit with your sup-
port, is holding out against a great power 
that you all officially identify as the main 
threat to yourselves. We are holding back 
Russia from destroying us and destroying 
you” (President-gov.ua., June 29).

Ukrainian Presidential Office chief 
Andriy Yermak and deputy Ihor Zhovkva 
(chief diplomatic adviser to the president) 
attended a number of sideline events at the 
summit. According to Mr. Yermak, “We are 
not content with an illusory open door. 
Ukraine will not deviate from its course 
toward full membership in NATO. The 
Ukrainian army and people demonstrate 

by Pavel K. Baev
Eurasia Daily Monitor

Russia’s attack on Ukraine has clearly lost 
momentum, but the intensity of its multi-
prong confrontation with the West keeps 
rising. Russian military command 
announced an “operational pause” in the 
Donbas after the hard battles for 
Severodonetsk and Lysychansk, implicitly 
admitting that a regrouping of battalions, 
which have not been rotated in four months 
of fighting, is necessary before the push to 
Sloviansk (Izvestiya, July 7). This inability to 
sustain offensive operations contrasts 
sharply with Russian President Vladimir 
Putin’s words that “we have not even started 
anything in earnest” in Ukraine (RIA 
Novosti, July 8). Putin’s boasting departs 
only slightly from the usual assurances that 
the “special military operation” is going per-
fectly according to plan, which in retrospect 
appears strategically incomprehensible 
(Svoboda.org, July 5). Attempts to pin blame 
for the war on the collective West also fit the 
Kremlin’s usually embellished discourse, but 
the idea that the West-enforced world order 
has been decisively broken from day one of 
Russia’s military operation rings more dis-
cordant than most harangues about a mul-
tipolar world (Kommersant, July 8).

Putin appears to believe deeply in the 
global and historical impact of his decision 
to invade Ukraine, so much so that the fail-
ure to crush a neighboring state he per-
ceives as an artificial construct is camou-
flaged by the presumed breakdown of 
Western influence over the world order. He 
is conveniently blind to the paradox that 
aggression driven by imperial ambitions is 
supposed to reinforce the anti-Western and 
anti-imperial aspirations in the global 
south (Globalaffairs.ru, July 4). The Russian 
leader’s resort to brutal force according to 
the old-fashioned exploitation of war as an 
instrument of policy may answer some 
deep concerns in Russian public opinion, 

but it certainly alarms most non-Western 
audiences that traditionally support 
Russia’s bold stance against the collective 
West (Republic.ru, July 5). The Russian 
Federation’s assault on the basic rules of 
international order reverberates strongly 
in energy markets and imperils global food 
security. But, in reality, the transformation 
of the world order proceeds more con-
structively and less chaotically than the 
Kremlin imagines (Svoboda.org, July 4).

The meeting of foreign affairs ministers 
from the Group of 20 (G-20) in Bali, 
Indonesia, in early July illustrated this 
unsteady process and showed that 
Moscow has little influence on the world 
order’s course. Furthermore, the Group of 
Seven (G-7) has strengthened its profile 
because of regained unity in recent months 
(Russiancouncil.ru, July 7). Russian Foreign 
Affairs Minister Sergei Lavrov had little to 
contribute to the discussions on matters of 
global concern and focused more on coun-
tering the Western boycott against him 
(Izvestiya, July 9). Mr. Lavrov sought to lay 
the groundwork for Putin’s participation in 
the future G-20 summit scheduled for mid-
November, but the possibility of Putin’s in-
person presence does not look probable 
(Forbes.ru, June 27). Big and small states of 
the disunited and disconcerted global 
south may show little interest in joining 
the sanctions regime against Russia and 
even try to benefit from buying Russian oil 
at a discount, but these nations are certain-
ly not ready to express any solidarity with 
Moscow’s brutal aggression (Kommersant, 
July 8). The meeting ended without a joint 
statement and group photo, and Mr. 
Lavrov’s scorn regarding British Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson’s resignation did 
not earn him any diplomatic points (Mid.
ru, July 8).

Perhaps the most consequential meeting 
on the sidelines of the G-20 gathering was 

Summit shows NATO’s  
limited relevance to Ukraine

Russian assault on world order falters and fails
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   FOR THe ReCORd

U.S. announces additional $368 million  
in humanitarian assistance for Ukraine

U.S. announces $400 million  
in new military assistance for Ukraine

The following statement was released 
by the U.S. State Department on July 9.  It 
was attributed to U.S. Secretary of State 
Antony J. Blinken.

I announced earlier today that the 
United States is providing nearly $368 
million in additional humanitarian assis-
tance to support those affected by 
Russia’s brutal war on Ukraine. To date, 
more than 11 million people – over a 
quarter of Ukraine’s population – have 
been forced to flee their homes due to 
Russia’s unjustified war, while 15.7 mil-
lion people require assistance. Since the 
beginning of [Russian] President 
[Vladimir] Putin’s full-scale war in 
February, the United States has provided 
over $1.28 billion in humanitarian assis-
tance to address this crisis, and we are 
the largest single-country donor of 
humanitarian assistance to Ukraine.

This additional funding, including 
nearly $288 million through the 
Department of State and more than $80 
million through the U.S. Agency for 
International Develop ment (USAID), will 
provide food, safe drinking water, cash 
assistance, protection, accessible shelter, 
emergency health care, logistics and 
humanitarian coordination.

As we move into the fifth month of 
Russia’s brutal assault on Ukraine, we con-
tinue to call for Russia to end hostilities 
immediately, facilitate unhindered human-
itarian access in Ukraine and allow sus-
tained safe passage for those who seek to 
flee to safety. We commend our allies and 
partners who have welcomed those flee-
ing the war and welcome the European 
Union’s decision to extend temporary 
protection status to Ukrainian citizens, 
granting them work authorization and 
access to housing and other services.

The following statement was released 
by the U.S. State Department on July 9.  It 
was attributed to U.S. Secretary of State 
Antony J. Blinken.

The Ukrainian people continue to cou-
rageously defend their nation in the face 
of Russia’s unlawful and unprovoked inva-
sion. The United States salutes their brav-
ery, and we will stand by them as long as 
it takes.

Pursuant to a delegation of authority 
from the president, I am authorizing our 
15th drawdown of arms and equipment 

from U.S. Department of Defense invento-
ries for Ukraine’s self-defense since 
August 2021 of up to $400 million. This 
authorization will bring total U.S. military 
assistance to Ukraine to more than $7.32 
billion since Russia launched its brutal, 
unprovoked, full-scale invasion of 
Ukraine on February 24 – including $2.2 
billion over the last several weeks as we 
have expedited assistance to help 
Ukraine defend itself.

Our commitment to the people of 
Ukraine will not waver, and we will con-
tinue to stand united with Ukraine.

cooperation with local so-called partisans 
have prevented Russian forces from gaining 
full control of the two partially occupied 
regions.

Significant parts of both the Zaporizhia 
and Kherson regions fell into Russian 
hands just days after Russia launched its 
full-scale war on Ukraine on February 24. 
Those regions include the vital port cities of 
Berdyansk, Melitopol, Zaporizhia and 
Kherson.

Immediately, the Ukrainians resisted by 
first staging pro-Ukrainian protests before 
the invaders started shooting warning 
shots into the air and abducting civic lead-
ers in the cities.

So, members of the resistance went 
underground and leaflets and posters start-
ed to appear in the major regional cities. 
Their messages included warnings about 
Russian attempts to hold sham referenda to 
consolidate its occupied southern territo-
ries.

Some posters were forthright in urging 
citizens to make Molotov cocktails and toss 
them at occupied administrative buildings. 
Others had written messages that threat-
ened local collaborators with punishment, 
while some gave ominous notification to 
Russians that Ukraine’s armed forces are 
approaching Kherson, for example.

Soon, Russians started to be killed. Car 
explosions were recorded and blasts were 
seen at government buildings.

The vehicle belonging to the Russian-
imposed head of the Chornobayivka 
Administration in Kherson Oblast was 
blown up on June 22. The collaborator, 
Yuriy Turulov, was not injured.

The roadside blast left the official with 
“light injuries,” reported Serhiy Khlan, an 
adviser to the Kherson regional military 
administration.

Another person who escaped death the 
same day was expelled member of parlia-
ment and Russian collaborator Oleksiy 
Kovalyov. His car exploded in Kherson 
region, but he is believed to have survived 
the blast.

Three Russians at a Kherson café were 
shot at by unknown assailants on June 20. 
Two were killed, while third was wounded 
and taken to a hospital in Ukraine’s occu-
pied Crimean Peninsula, the Ukrainian 
Operational South Command reported.

In the Zaporizhia regional city of 
Melitopol, an explosion occurred near the 
Interior Affairs building occupied by 
Russian forces. Andriy Shevchyk, the head 
of the “self-organizational council” in 
Enerhodar – home to Europe’s largest 
nuclear plant – was injured during a blast 
at the entrance of his residence.

‘Total resistance’

Combined, these incidents are part of 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy’s call for 
the nation to take all efforts to resist 
Russia’s war on the country and its people. 
The actions taken by the various security 
and military elements, as well as the citi-
zens in occupied territories, have since 
been enshrined into law by the Verkhovna 
Rada, Mr. Yusov said.

He said a recent special operation in the 
Kherson region to rescue five captives and 
other undisclosed missions “wouldn’t have 
been so successful without local support.”

Mr. Yusov was referring to a raid on a 
Russian-held building in a rural area of the 
region on July 12 that resulted in a soldier, 
former police officer and three civilians 
being freed. Using “21st-century technolo-
gy” to evade restrictive Russian electronic 
measures, the local partisans sent coordi-
nates of enemy targets to the Ukrainian 
military, he added.

The Special Operation Forces afterward 
released a video of the operation, saying 
that, Russians “are deprived of sleep … by 
Ukraine’s resistance movement … [and] 
there will come a time when the world will 
find out about the special operations car-
ried out by our partisans.”

“Everybody is participating both in a 
passive or active way. … It’s an expansive 
array of civilians who help us … and they 
are displaying awesome heroism,” Mr. 
Yusov said. “The Russians feel their [the 
resistance] presence and they’re not con-
tent with this.”

Paying a price

As the resistance movement ramps up, 
Russian authorities have rounded up hun-
dreds of perceived threats to its occupation 
of the Zaporizhia and Kherson regions.

As of July 8, some 400 Ukrainian civil-
ians have been kidnapped, 163 of whom 
are in Russian captivity in Zaporizhia 
Oblast, according to Oleksandr Staruk who 
heads the region’s military administration.

Hennadiy Lahuta, head of Kherson’s 
regional military administration, said in 
June that 600 residents of the oblast are 
held captive and that about 400,000-
500,000 Ukrainians remain under occupa-
tion.

“The resistance is conducted under dan-
gerous conditions – they [local residents] 
are risking their lives, but they know they 
are risking their lives to free their territory,” 
Mr. Yusov said.

Historical parallels

The closest resemblance the resistance 
has to past movements is perhaps to the 
French Resistance under Nazi German 
occupation during World War II, said Glen 
Grant, senior expert for the Baltic Security 
Foundation in Lithuania.

He told The Ukrainian Weekly that, just 
like Ukrainians risk their lives while inno-
vating with technology by evading Russian 
muffling communication methods, the 
French “would type and quickly use radios 
and hide them again … because the 
Germans were looking for them. … This is 
really risky for anybody.”

What Ukrainians are doing to send coor-
dinates to and communicate with the mili-
tary “is unique,” he added.

Part of the effectiveness of the coordinat-
ed resistance is that the Ukrainians “still 
have relatively functional communications,” 
Mr. Grant said.

(Continued from page 1)

Combined... Looming counteroffensive

Kyiv authorities have announced that a 
massive counteroffensive is being planned 
to retake its southern provinces by deploy-
ing up to 1 million personnel.

So far, U.S.-provided high-precision mul-
tiple-launch rockets systems, known as 
HIMARS, have proven effective in striking 
high-value targets, such as command posts, 
as well as ammunition and oil depots.

In a periodical situational report on the 
war, Mick Ryan, a strategist and former 
Australian Army major general, said on 
July 10 that, “while Ukrainian partisans [in 
the south] corrode Russian morale, and 
Ukrainian counterattacks slowly regain 
territory in Kherson, holding the south is 
the second element of [Russian President 
Vladimir] Putin’s theory of victory 
because it slowly strangles Ukraine eco-
nomically.”

Whereas, the HIMARS and other 
Western provided hardware have proven 
effective, Ukraine faces the challenge of 
going on the offensive against fortified 
Russian positions in the south where there 
is mostly open terrain.

After almost five months of being on the 
defensive with incremental counterattacks 
to regain land in the south, Ukrainian forces 
need to recalibrate their thinking to regain 
lost territory, said Mr. Grant.

Since a Ukrainian offensive will be “a 
head-to-head battle,” he said, success will 
rely upon a leader who has “the qualities” 
of famed U.S. Gen. George S. Patton, one of 
the most famous military commanders of 
World War II.

That leader “should not be dismayed by 

anything and drive hard and follow the 
wind,” Mr. Grant said.

However, whoever leads the southern 
counteroffensive should be “entrepreneur-
ial” because Ukraine would no longer be 
“defending,” he continued. The forces 
involved might need to “use more volun-
teers instead of the regular army” because 
the task “requires a different brain, one that 
takes risks.”

To succeed in the large-scale operation, 
“fast-moving, small and light vehicles” 
would have to be employed “to put the fear 
of god into the Russians, get behind them 
and force them to run away,” Mr. Grant 
added.

For that to happen, sufficient logistical 
support “close to the front” is needed with-
out “pause” so that the enemy “can’t get 
acts together and face you again,” he said.

Asked how the local partisans would be 
engaged in such an operation, he said the 
main task is to “kill railway,” because 
Russians heavily rely upon the use of trains 
for their logistical system.

Earlier this month, the Washington-
based Institute for the Study of War (ISW) 
issued a daily war report enumerating the 
various railway strikes in and around 
Melitopol.

“Ukrainian partisans are increasingly 
targeting Russian rail lines” in Melitopol, 
the ISW said.

“Ukrainian partisans blew up a railway 
bridge about 25 kilometers north of 
Melitopol between Novobohdanivka and 
Troitske on July 7, likely further obstructing 
Russian resupply efforts from Crimea to the 
Zaporizhia Oblast front line,” the report 
said.

A poster in Russian seen earlier this 
month in Kherson read: “Kherson, let’s 
cross out the Rassists [Russian fascists]. 

The Ukrainian night is close already.”

Tim White
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U.S. Ambassador to Poland Brzezinski meets with Chicago community leaders
by Marta Farion

CHICAGO – On June 24, U.S. Ambassador 
to Poland Mark Brzezinski addressed an 
audience of members of the Polish commu-
nity and invited guests, among them mem-
bers of the Ukrainian Congress Committee 
of America-Illinois Division, the Selfreliance 
Ukrainian Credit Union, Ukraine’s Consul 
General Serhiy Koledov, as well as the city’s 
political leaders, including Cook County 
Treasurer Maria Pappas and Pastor John 
Harrell.

The presentation was held at the city’s 
Union League Club. 

Mr. Brzezinski, who spoke via video con-
ference, was unable to attend in person 
because the same day he received a call 
from U.S. President Joe Biden requesting a 
personal update on the situation in Poland 
and the border with Ukraine.  

Frank Spula, president of the Polish 
National Alliance, organized the event and 
introduced Mr. Brzezinski, who later took 
questions from the audience. 

In his presentation, Mr. Brzezinski raised 
the key concerns related to U.S.-Polish rela-
tions and the challenges caused by Russia’s 
war on Ukraine. The ambassador noted 
that he addressed the same issues in his 
meeting with Mr. Biden. He addressed the 

three main factors that impact Poland and 
Ukraine directly and that are also unset-
tling the world, namely security, economy 
and democracy.  

He cited a poll conducted by the Pew 

Research Center that illustrates Polish atti-
tudes toward the United States, Russia and 
Ukraine. Poles have welcomed over 3 mil-
lion Ukrainians into their homes, and sur-
veys show that there is 80 percent support 
of the Polish population for taking in refu-
gees. Surveys also show that 82 percent of 
Poles support Mr. Biden and 92 percent of 
Poles hold a negative view of Russia. 

The numbers demonstrate that Poles 
understand the direct threat of Russia to 
their homeland, as Poland is a frontline 
state of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO) and is home to 
12,600 U.S. troops who stationed there.  
With Russia as an imminent threat, Poland 
is undertaking a massive military modern-
ization while handling the major humani-
tarian response to the refugee crisis from 
Ukraine. 

The ambassador said that one million 
Ukrainian children will be entering Polish 
schools on September 1. The United States 
is working with Poland to provide resourc-
es so that the schools can handle this mas-
sive influx of new students. 

As the number of refugees from Ukraine 
swelled, Poland accommodated 240,000 
Ukrainians with jobs, which in turn helped 
the Polish economy grow. The ambassador 
is working with major American compa-
nies and is urging them to create more jobs 
in Poland and become part of the economic 
growth of the country.

Mr. Brzezinski also addressed the issue 
of democracy and rule of law, and said that 
he is encouraging legislation in Poland to 
strengthen that society’s relationship with 
its government.  Following the conclusion 
of the war, Ukraine’s civil society and its 
democratic institutions will need support 
to strengthen Kyiv’s bid to join European 
structures.  

The audience heard a particularly inspir-
ing account from the Polish ambassador, 
who paid tribute to his legendary father, 
the late U.S. Secretary of State Zbigniew 
Bzezinski, and to his eminent grandfather, 
Tadeusz Brzezinski, who was born in Lviv 
and served as a diplomat and Polish consul 
general in many countries before 1938, and 
then in the Polish government in exile, 
before finally emigrating to Canada.

“Every day I walk in my grandfather’s 
shadow and I don’t take it for granted for a 
minute,” Mr. Brzezinski said.

Mr. Koledov and UCCA-Illinois Division 
President Ihor Diaczun, as well as members 
of the board of UCCA and Selfreliance 
Ukrainian Credit Union who were present 
at the event expressed their appreciation 
for the support of Poland and the Polish 
community in Chicago. The city is home to 
almost 1 million Polish people, making it 
the second largest population of Poles in 
the world. 

Marta Farion is the vice president of the 
Illinois Division of the Ukrainian Congress 
Committee of America.

Participants of a discussion with the U.S. ambassador to Poland, Mark Brzezinski, 
included (from left to right) Marek Rudnicki, former president of Polish American 
Medical Society; Ihor Diaczun, UCCA-Illinois Division president; Frank Spula, 
Polish National Alliance president; Willie Wilson, candidate for mayor of Chicago; 
Pavlo Bandriwsky, UCCA-Illinois Division vice-president; and Antalolii Konovaliuk, 

UCCA-Illinois Division board member.

U.S. Ambassador to Poland Mark 
Brzezinski addressed Chicago communi-
ty leaders via video conference on June 

24.

Andrzej Mikolajczyk

   FOR THe ReCORd
Blinken issues statement on Russia’s  

‘filtration’ operations, forced disappearances  
and mass deportations of Ukrainians

The following statement was released 
by the U.S. State Department on July 13.  It 
was attributed to Secretary of State 
Antony J. Blinken.

On the eve of the Ukraine Account-
ability Conference, the United States calls 
on Russia to immediately halt its system-
atic “filtration” operations and forced 
deportations in Russia-controlled and 
held areas of Ukraine. The unlawful 
transfer and deportation of protected 
persons is a grave breach of the Fourth 
Geneva Convention on the protection of 
civilians and is a war crime.  Russian 
authorities must release those detained 
and allow Ukrainian citizens forcibly 
removed or coerced into leaving their 
country the ability to promptly and safely 
return home.  We call on Russia to provide 
outside independent observers access to 
so-called “filtration” facilities and to forced 
deportation relocation areas in Russia.

Estimates from a variety of sources, 
including the Russian government, indi-
cate that Russian authorities have interro-
gated, detained and forcibly deported 
between 900,000 and 1.6 million Ukrain-
ian citizens, including 260,000 children, 
from their homes to Russia – often to iso-
lated regions in the Far East.  Moscow’s 
actions appear pre-meditated and draw 
immediate historical comparisons to 
Russian “filtration” operations in Chech-
nya and other areas.  [Russian] President 
[Vladimir] Putin’s “filtration” operations 
are separating families, confiscating 
Ukrainian passports and issuing Russian 
passports in an apparent effort to change 
the demographic makeup of parts of 
Ukraine.

Reports also indicate Russian authori-
ties are deliberately separating Ukrainian 
children from their parents and abduct-
ing others from orphanages before put-
ting them up for adoption inside Russia. 

Eyewitnesses and survivors of “filtration” 
operations, detentions and forced depor-
tations report frequent threats, harass-
ment and incidents of torture by Russian 
security forces.  During this process, 
Russian authorities also reportedly cap-
ture and store biometric and personal 
data, subject civilians to invasive searches 
and interrogations and coerce Ukrainian 
citizens into signing agreements to stay in 
Russia, hindering their ability to freely 
return home.

Evidence is mounting that Russian 
authorities are also reportedly detaining 
or disappearing thousands of Ukrainian 
civilians who do not pass “filtration.” 
Those detained or “filtered out” include 
Ukrainians deemed threatening because 
of their potential affiliation with the 
Ukrainian army, territorial defense forces, 
media, government and civil society 
groups.  Eyewitnesses, survivors and 
Ukraine’s general prosecutor have 
reported that Russian authorities have 
transported tens of thousands of people 
to detention facilities inside Russian-
controlled Donetsk, where many are 
reportedly tortured.  There are reports 
that some individuals targeted for “filtra-
tion” have been summarily executed, con-
sistent with evidence of Russian atroci-
ties committed in Bucha, Mariupol and 
other locations in Ukraine.

President Putin and his government 
will not be able to engage in these sys-
tematic abuses with impunity. Account-
ability is imperative.  This is why we are 
supporting Ukrainian and international 
authorities’ efforts to collect, document 
and preserve evidence of atrocities.  
Together, we are dedicated to holding 
perpetrators of war crimes and other 
atrocities accountable.

The United States and our partners 
will not be silent.  Ukraine and its citizens 
deserve justice.

by Golnaz Esfandiari
RFE/RL

Iran has supplied unmanned aerial vehi-
cles (UAVs) to its proxies in the Middle East 
and employed them during reconnaissance, 
sabotage and attack missions in the region.

Now, Iranian-made drones could end up 
in the hands of Russia, which is facing 
Western sanctions and international isola-
tion, for use in its war in Ukraine.

The White House said on July 11 that it 
had information that Iran was rushing “up 
to several hundred” drones, including 
“weapons-capable UAVs,” to Moscow’s aid, 
a claim that appears to have been rejected 
by Tehran. Moscow has refused to com-
ment on the issue.

U.S. national security adviser Jake 
Sullivan said Iran was preparing to train 

Russian forces to use the drones as soon as 
this month.

Experts said Iran’s strategic partnership 
with Russia, as well as Tehran’s growing 
drone capabilities, make the Islamic repub-
lic a logical supplier for Moscow.

“Russia is probably interested because 
the Iranians have developed UAVs that 
extensively use commercial off-the-shelf 
components, making them cheap, that have 
been acquired despite extensive sanctions,” 
said Jeremy Binnie, a Middle East defense 
specialist at the global intelligence compa-
ny Janes.

“So, it has already developed clandestine 
supply chains that enables it to produce 
inexpensive long-range guided weapons, 
something the Russians could potentially 

Russia could ‘take advantage’ of Iranian-made 
combat drones in Ukraine war

(Continued on page 9)
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Ukrainian mathematician becomes second woman to receive prestigious Fields Medal
RFE/RL

Four mathematicians have been award-
ed prestigious Fields medals, including 
Ukrainian Maryna Viazovska, the Interna-
tional Mathematical Union jury said on July 
5.

Ms. Viazovska is only the second woman 
to win the prize, considered the equivalent 
of a Nobel Prize for mathematics.

She accepted the award at a ceremony in 
Helsinki as war raged in her home country.

The other winners were French mathe-
matician Hugo Duminil-Copin of the 
University of Geneva, Korean-American 
mathematician June Huh of Princeton and 
British mathematician James Maynard of 
the University of Oxford.

The Fields Medal is awarded every four 
years to mathematicians under age 40.

Maryam Mirzakhani, an Iranian-born 
professor at Stanford University, was the 
first woman to receive the prize for her 

work in 2014. She died of breast cancer in 
2017.

Ms. Viazovska has been a professor at 

the Ecole Polytechnique Federale de 
Lausanne in Switzerland since 2017.

She was awarded for her work in sphere 

packing – a problem first posed by German 
astronomer and mathematician Johannes 
Kepler nearly 400 years ago.

The International Congress of Mathe-
maticians, where the prize is awarded, was 
initially scheduled to be held in the Russian 
city of St. Petersburg – and opened by 
Russian President Vladimir Putin.

Earlier this year, hundreds of mathema-
ticians signed an open letter protesting the 
choice of the host city. After Moscow 
launched a full-scale war on Ukraine in late 
February, the event was moved to the 
Finnish capital.

(With reporting by AFP, AP and The New 
York Times)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-math-
fields-prize-viazovska/31929740.html).

Maryna Viazovska (left) was awarded a Fields Medal for her work in sphere packing 
– a problem first posed by German astronomer and mathematician Johannes Kepler 

nearly 400 years ago.

Screen grab, via RFE/RL

Telegraph’s Nicholls predicts ‘no waver’ in U.K. support for Ukraine after Johnson exit
by Vazha Tavberidze

RFE/RL

Dominic Nicholls is the defense and 
security editor for the national British daily 
The Telegraph. He’s also a British Army 
veteran of tours in Iraq, Afghanistan, the 
Balkans and Northern Ireland, and he 
earned his master’s degree in defense stud-
ies from King’s College London.

In an extensive conversation with RFE/
RL’s Georgian Service fellow Vazha 
Tavberidze, Mr. Nicholls predicted that 
British Prime Minister Boris Johnson’s 
eventual successor won’t waver on Ukraine. 
He also said Western diplomats now openly 
scoff at “bombastic statements” from the 
Russian officials’ “cosplay pantomime from 
the 1960s.” And he argued that Russian 
President Vladimir Putin doesn’t care about 
the human cost of his war but that “it will be 
the money that will get him.”

RFE/RL: From Mr. Johnson and from 
many prominent Western political leaders, 
we’ve been hearing statements like “it’s the 
West’s war as well” or “it’s the civilized 
world’s war against Putin in Ukraine,” and 
“it’s Europe’s war.” If that’s the mindset, 
why change horses mid-race?

Mr. Nicholls: Well, one man doesn’t 
make a government policy; one man doesn’t 
make a national endeavor. We don’t have a 
presidential system. So, the prime minister, 
as powerful as he or she is, also is very 
much beholden to his or her cabinet and 
ultimately to the people. I think the individ-
ual MPs [members of parliament] have to 
really take into account their constituency’s 
feelings, the 70-odd-thousand people who 
vote for them, to a much greater degree 
than probably in the U.S. system. And, there-
fore, if there’s a groundswell of opinion 
among the population, it very quickly feeds 
through to the members of Parliament, who 
then start lobbying the cabinet and prime 
minister because they may fear for their 
seats in any future general elections.

So, I think there’s a much more dynamic 
lightning rod between the public and the 
prime minister in our system. And “why 
change horses mid-race?” It’s not as if [Mr. 
Johnson] had, regarding Ukraine anyway, 
any particularly outlandish or forthright 
views that are not shared across the politi-
cal scene here in Britain, and therefore it’s 
extremely unlikely that whoever succeeds 
him will change the policy in any way.

RFE/RL: The impression was that for 
Mr. Johnson it was important also on a per-
sonal level. How much of an important fig-
ure was he on the geopolitical chessboard?

Mr. Nicholls: Well, he always saw him-
self as a grand statesman. He was a big fan, 
a biographer, of [Winston] Churchill – saw 
himself, I think, in that mold. But I don’t 
think that was his prime motivation for 
going and visiting [Ukrainian] President 
[Volodymyr] Zelenskyy before many other 
Western leaders, and very early in the war 
– at great personal risk, it has to be said. I 
think he did it from genuine motivation. So, 
there’s partly his personal feelings, and 
perhaps a little bit of his personal domestic 

political troubles that led him to want to go.
But he really was channeling the spirit 

and the feeling here in Britain. Regarding 
any successor, there might not be so many 
visits [to Ukraine], but I don’t see any 
wavering of support at all. And the one 
great thing that Mr. Johnson did do was, in 
the early weeks of the war, to rally the 
European political establishment to harden 
up their position, particularly on weapon 
transfers.

And I think that ball is rolling, so you 
might not need such a powerful voice now 
to get it going. You just need a good, strong, 
steady hand at the tiller. So, any successor 
who might not be the razzmatazz, flamboy-
ant showman that Mr. Johnson was, but I 
think the political heft of a British prime 
minister just to keep on with that policy – 
and I can say there’s no suggestion at all 
that anybody would change that – I think 
that will be sufficient to keep the political 
momentum going.

RFE/RL: About this meeting with 

Russian-British businessman Yevgeny 
Lebedev, what implications are there? And 
we could probably talk about this for an 
hour – we don’t have that much time – but 
if you could very shortly sum up what 
implications are there, and how strong and 
embedded the Russian oligarchy and their 
money is in the U.K.?

Mr. Nicholls: The suggestion was that 
after a NATO [North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization] conference a number of 
years ago when Boris Johnson was foreign 
secretary, he went straight from there to a 
meeting with Yevgeny Lebedev, who Boris 
Johnson made a member of the House of 
Lords – son of a former KGB officer. And, I 

mean, not only is that an odd place to go 
straight off to [after] a NATO conference, 
but also, he should, as foreign affairs secre-
tary, not have gone there without his offi-
cials and without all sorts of clearances in 
advance, which didn’t happen.

So, who knows, they might have just had 
a nice couple of days on the yacht, swim-
ming and having a nice time. But the sug-
gestion is that there could be national secu-
rity concerns about that, or at the very 
least that somebody in such a position of 
high office did not see that you can’t play 
around with national security. You’ve got to 
do it properly.

I mean, Boris Johnson liked making his 
own rules and being a bit of a ground-
breaking politician – that’s fine when you 
are announcing a new housing strategy, or 
new education strategy. You can be as 
groundbreaking as you like, as innovative 
and break-the-mold as you like, but you 
don’t mess with national security. When 
you’re in a position to deal with national 
security, you have to do things properly. 

[That] might sound boring, it might sound 
very bureaucratic, old school, but actually, 
it is so, so dangerous, not only what might, 
may or may not happen, but the impres-
sion it gives that you’d have to tread very 
carefully there.

And I think he was extremely unwise to 
listen to his own counsel to think that such 
an action was acceptable. And although, I 
mean, it’s somewhat past now because he 
has gone, but I think this in itself would 
have been yet another scandal.

RFE/RL: Russians, both the general pub-
lic and officials alike, are gloating that Mr. 
Johnson’s fall from power will happen to 
anyone who tries to “destroy Russia.” Is that 
a warning that’s going to affect Western 
leaders, such as French President 
Emmanuel Macron and his ilk, for example?

Mr. Nicholls: [Laughs] No. I think peo-
ple now look at these bombastic state-
ments that come out of the Kremlin and 
quite frankly, laugh. They have been laugh-
ing openly. They used to laugh diplomati-
cally, sort of when the cameras were off 
and when the newspapers had switched off 
our recorders, and now they’re doing it 
openly. I mean, these statements are mean-
ingless. This is just a bunch of old men, gen-
erally, mostly exclusively in Moscow, who 
see themselves in some sort of cosplay 
pantomime from the 1960s tub-thumping 
in the Cold War. I mean, it’s just so boring. 
Come up with some more ideas!

Dmitry Peskov is wheeled out every day 
as the Kremlin spokesman. And he throws 
this insult and that insult, and there’s 
always “Oh, watch out, watch out, we’ll 
come and get you.” Oh, come on, then. 
Crikey. ... Just so boring. They haven’t updat-
ed their language. They haven’t updated 
their ideas, as we can see playing out in 
Ukraine. They’ve not updated their view of 
the world to keep up with the pace of soci-
ety and the changes going on around them 
and in their own society. And we just get 
these insults. It’s like, “OK, right, [Russian 
Foreign Affairs Minister Sergei] Lavrov, 
what do you say? Who are you insulting 
today? Yeah, fine. OK, whatever, great.”

We all move on. And the world moves on 
and progresses and advances. And I think 
this is part of the problem, that there’s 
increasingly a young society in Russia who, 
if they’re able to access free information, 

(Continued on page 12)

There’s no point in trying to meet disinforma-
tion with disinformation – that just adds to 
this murky world of information. All we can 
do, it’s the classic aim of journalism, is shine a 
light in dark places. That’s all we can do, and 
hope that the sort of inner humanity will allow 
them to reach their own conclusions and start 
questioning some of the fundamental architec-
ture that they’ve grown up with.

– Dominic Nicholls
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It is emotionally and even physically draining to constantly digest news of 
Russia’s attacks against innocent civilians throughout Ukraine. We know this first-
hand. We, too, are mentally and physically exhausted, both from trying to cover the 
atrocities being committed by Russian President Vladimir Putin and his military in 
Ukraine and from simply processing the daily horrors being committed against the 
Ukrainian people.

Now, nearly five months since the Russian tyrant launched his heinous assault on 
the Ukrainian people and their national identity, we see Putin’s strategy for what it is 
– an effort to deplete the well of Western moral outrage by committing atrocities so 
awful, and doing it so regularly, that the West simply grows fatigued, too emotionally, 
mentally and even physically exhausted to go on as it first did.  How many times 
must we learn that an innocent child and mother were horrifically killed, tortured, 
raped or mutilated by Russian soldiers?

Just this morning, on July 14, we woke to learn that Russian missiles struck and 
killed scores of innocent civilians in the historic town of Vinnytsia, located in central 
Ukraine, hundreds of miles from the eastern front. At least 23 people, including 
three children, were killed in the attack, and at least 39 people are still unaccounted 
for, according to Ukrainian officials. Those numbers are very likely to go up.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy called the attack “an open act of ter-
rorism.”

“Every day, Russia kills civilians, kills Ukrainian children, carries out missile 
attacks on the civilian facilities where there is no military target. What is this, if not 
an open act of terrorism?” Mr. Zelenskyy said on Telegram. He later told European 
Union officials who were meeting at The Hague that eight rockets hit Vinnytsia, two 
of which hit the city center.

Ukrainian Foreign Affairs Minister Dmytro Kuleba tweeted what he said was a 
photo of the body of one of the children. The body was pictured lying face down near 
a stroller. “This is terrorism,” Mr. Kuleba said. “Deliberate murder of civilians to 
spread fear. Russia is a terrorist state and must be legally recognized as such.”

With each similar story comes an overwhelming feeling of powerlessness that lit-
tle can be done to stop the senseless carnage.  We grow so tired and fatigued, and the 
moral outrage that once galvanized the Western world recedes. It dissolves slowly, 
steadily, leaving many of us in a state of near depressive lethargy and hopelessness.

Though he initially believed he would conquer Ukraine in a matter of days, this is 
now Moscow’s long game on Ukraine. Facing a fierce and heroic resistance from 
Ukrainians on the battlefield, the Russian tyrant knows he must weaken the West’s 
will to support that resistance. Just as Ukraine’s warriors have done – whether the 
cyborgs who defended the airport in Donetsk years ago or the civilians and soldiers 
who were determined to hold on to the Azovstal steel works in Mariupol – all of us 
in the West must find the same heroic resolve to fight through our war fatigue and 
support Ukraine in the days, months and years to come.

The Ukrainian Weekly

Eight years ago, on July 17, 2014, Malaysia Airlines Flight 17 
(MH17) that was traveling from the Netherlands to Kuala 
Lumpur was shot down by a Russia-made Buk surface-to-air 
missile over eastern Ukraine. The attack that was launched by 
Russia-backed militants in eastern Ukraine killed all 298 people 
on board.

On July 22, U.S. intelligence officials said they believed Russia-backed combatants likely 
shot down the commercial airliner “by mistake” with an SA-11 surface-to-air missile. 
While not directly accusing Russia, the U.S. officials said Russia had “created the condi-
tions” for the downing of the plane. Russia’s military, the officials added, had been training 
its proxy forces in Rostov on various weapons systems.

Intelligence officials decided to counter Russian disinformation, including Moscow’s 
allegations that Ukraine may have been responsible for the incident.

President Barack Obama said on July 21 that, “it’s now been four days since Malaysia 
Airlines Flight 17 was shot over territory controlled by Russian-backed separatists in 
Ukraine. Over the last several days, our hearts heave been absolutely broken as we’ve 
learned more about the extraordinary and beautiful lives that were lost – men, women 
and children and infants who were killed so suddenly and so senselessly.”

Remains of an estimated 200 victims of the attack were shipped via refrigerated rail-
way cars to Kharkiv, where Ukrainian authorities established a crash investigation center.

As an international investigation of the incident was beginning, reports from the crash 
site indicated that evidence was being mishandled by the occupying forces, and at times 
evidence was tampered with.

European Union leaders met on July 22 to discuss “targeted measures” against Russia, 
including restricting Moscow from European capital markets, defense and energy technol-
ogies. An expanded targeted sanctions list was also being prepared by the EU leaders.

Reactions from the international community and Ukrainians around the world was one 
of shock, horror and determination to hold Russia accountable for its crimes.

The Ukrainian Weekly’s editorial of that same issue also commented on the story: “All 
the while, Russia continues to send tanks and sophisticated weapons to the terrorists. 
Since MH17 was attacked, two more Ukrainian fighter jets have been shot down. In short, 
nothing has changed in Russia’s war on Ukraine. And still, Vladimir Putin seems to get 
another pass. Why must we ask, does Mr. Putin deserve yet another chance?”

Source: “U.S. says Russia ‘created conditions’ for Malaysian airliner tragedy,” RFE/RL, 
The Ukrainian Weekly, July 27, 2014.
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Turning the pages back...

The Western world  
must not lose its outrage

Opinions expressed by columnists, commentators and letter-writers are their 
own and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of either The Ukrainian Weekly 
editorial staff or its publisher, the Ukrainian National Association.

Similarly, paid advertisements do not reflect the opinions of either The Weekly 
or its publisher.

OpiniOns

 NEWS ANALYSIS

Part III
by Vladimir Socor

Eurasia Daily Monitor

Four months into the biggest conven-
tional war in Europe since World War II 
and North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO) allies did not demonstrate a coher-
ent strategy to deal with this war at their 
summit in Madrid (see Eurasia Daily 
Monitor, July 6, 7, 8, 11). While all allies 
agree on defining it as an unprovoked war 
of aggression and destruction, most view it 
as a two-sided conflict between Russia and 
Ukraine, loath to recognize that Russia 
views it as a conflict between itself and the 
West on Ukraine’s territory.

Furthermore, while Russia regards 
Ukraine as the West’s proxy in this conflict, 
NATO remains determined to stay out of it. 
Instead, member countries are providing 
military assistance to Ukraine, calibrating 
assistance levels according to each coun-
try’s capacity, preferred outcome and calcu-
lations about current and postwar relations 
with Moscow.

Unsurprisingly, NATO has not deter-
mined a common “theory of victory” in this 
war – nor a shared definition of what would 
constitute a preferred outcome for NATO 
and for Ukraine. Only a few member coun-
tries recognize that Ukraine is also fighting 
for the West to contain Russia’s expansion.

NATO’s lowest-common-denominator 
position – often voiced by NATO Secretary 
General Jens Stoltenberg – holds that the 
Alliance must, above all, not become 
involved in a conflict with Russia, avoid 
becoming party to the war between Russia 
and Ukraine and do everything possible to 
ensure the war does not spill over beyond 
Ukraine. However, the obverse facet of the 
common position (as Mr. Stoltenberg regu-
larly points out) allows member countries, 
singly or in coordination, to provide 
unprecedented levels of military assistance 
to Ukraine (Nato.int).

While unprecedented indeed, the assis-
tance thus far has helped Ukraine merely 
conduct defensive operations, retreating 
and losing territory to Russia step-by-step, 
while Russian aviation and missile strikes 
destroy Ukrainian cities and infrastructure 
deep behind the front lines. NATO, both col-
lectively and at the member-country level, 
has thus far ruled out delivery of combat 
aircraft to Ukraine, a no-fly zone over 
Ukraine or an allied naval presence in the 
Black Sea. Nor is Ukraine allowed to hit mili-
tary targets in Russia’s territory, even as the 
Russian military strikes Ukraine with long-
range artillery, missiles and tactical aircraft 
from Russian territory. NATO allies had 
already withdrawn their military instruc-
tors from Ukraine and their naval presence 
from the Black Sea in the run-up to Russia’s 
February 24 re-invasion of Ukraine.

The Summit Declaration urges that, 
“Russia must immediately stop this war and 
withdraw from Ukraine. We reiterate our 
unwavering support for Ukraine’s indepen-
dence, sovereignty and territorial integrity 
within its internationally recognized borders 
extending to its territorial waters” (Nato.int, 
June 29). However, the level of military assis-
tance for Ukraine thus far is not commensu-

rate to those principles. Russia would not 
“stop and withdraw” from Ukraine’s lands 
and waters unless forced to do so.

Some of the most influential NATO allies 
seem to contemplate an inconclusive war 
that would end in a compromise settle-
ment, entailing some Ukrainian territorial 
sacrifices to Russia. Such a course of action 
would supposedly mitigate the risks and 
costs of confronting Russia. Thus, French 
President Emmanuel Macron has repeated-
ly hinted at a compromise scenario and his 
readiness to serve as mediator. For his part, 
German Chancellor Olaf Scholz has been 
saying either that “Russia must not win” or 
that “Ukraine must not lose,” almost always 
in separate sentences, hardly ever includ-
ing both sides in a single sentence.

Meanwhile, the United States remains by 
far the largest donor of military assistance 
to Ukraine. Nevertheless, in the run-up to 
the NATO summit and during it, President 
Joe Biden has suggested merely avoiding a 
Ukrainian defeat, rather than helping 
Ukraine win (The New York Times, May 31; 
Whitehouse.gov, June 30; The Wall Street 
Journal, July 10).

For its part, the British government pro-
poses to help arm and train Ukrainian forc-
es for victory. London considers it possible 
for Ukraine, if properly armed, to turn the 
tide this year and drive Russian troops 
from Ukraine within a limited period. 
Outgoing Prime Minister Boris Johnson 
spoke in support of this view, and the post-
Johnson government shares it. So do most 
NATO countries in Central and Eastern 
Europe. At the Alliance’s summit, Spanish 
Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez (hosting the 
event) said that allies should “fully support 
Ukraine until the last Russian soldier leaves 
Ukraine’s territory” (Ukraiynska Pravda, 
June 30). Mr. Stoltenberg, in his concluding 
briefing, called for “mak[ing] sure that 
Ukraine prevails” – a more forward-leaning 
stance than that of most Western member 
countries (Nato.int, June 30).

While the Alliance’s collective statements 
and those of some member countries call on 
Russia to withdraw its troops from Ukraine, 
how this would look in practice is far from 
clear. Many Western diplomats suggest, 
unofficially or semiofficially, that withdraw-
ing to the lines that existed prior to February 
24 would be deemed satisfactory. Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy has also 
hinted at this occasionally. However, should 
Russia keep gaining ground, it can be 
expected that the Kremlin will call for draw-
ing new lines more deeply inside Ukraine.

For the time being, all allies are agreed 
that it is up to Ukraine to define what con-
stitutes an acceptable political and territori-
al settlement. But even this minimalist con-
sensus may become irrelevant if Western 
support fails to turn the tide of war in 
Ukraine’s favor. In that case, Ukraine might 
find itself confronted diplomatically with 
suggestions to accept a further round of ter-
ritorial losses with a Minsk Three dispensa-
tion. This would, at the same time, mark a 
severe strategic defeat for NATO writ large.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

Summit shows NATO’s  
limited relevance to Ukraine
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by Askold S. Lozynskyj

To start, it is important to note that Rep. 
Victoria Spartz (R-Ind.), while in fact having 
been born in Ukraine and currently serving 
as a member of Congress, in no way repre-
sents the interests of Ukraine or the 
Ukrainian American community. It is unfor-
tunate that she has chosen at this time of 
great peril to Ukraine, when the United 
States and the White House have been 
Ukraine’s greatest allies, to create contro-
versy that has made her a “useful idiot” for 
the regime of Russian President Vladimir 
Putin and Russia’s aggression against 
Ukraine. This opprobrium applies to both 
her missive attacking the Office of the 
President of Ukraine, which was denounced 
by the Foreign Affairs Ministry of Ukraine, 
and her statement disgracefully denigrat-
ing both presidents of the United States and 
Ukraine.

A review of her biography, education 
and lack of any work in Ukrainian civil soci-
ety either in Ukraine or America clearly 
shows that she is in no position to make 
strong and controversial statements about 
Ukraine. She has never done anything in or 

for Ukraine. Frankly, her election was a 
complete surprise to anyone connected 
with Ukraine or the Ukrainian American 
community.

In the past, American society has often 
been infiltrated by enemy agents – Soviet, 
Russian and the like. It is within that context 
that this latest controversy should be 
regarded, particularly as it unfolds precisely 
when American-supplied powerful weap-
onry such as the HIMARs rocket systems 
are helping Ukraine secure high-profile and 
impactful strikes against the invading 
Russian army. The Russians have no defense 
against these weapons systems and the 
Americans are poised to provide significant 
additional weapons and assistance to 
Ukraine. U.S. President Joe Biden and 
Secretary of State Antony Blinken should 
continue to pursue their policies aimed at 
helping not only save Ukraine but also 
Europe from Russian aggression and crimi-
nality. Preventing these policies and under-
mining U.S. confidence in Kyiv is without a 
doubt a major objective of the enemy.

Ukraine faces an existential threat from 
Russia. It is profoundly grateful for 
American and global support, understand-
ing that the latter is very much a result of 
the former and American leadership. That 
leadership has been manifested in favour of 
Ukraine by Mr. Biden more emphatically 
than by any of his predecessors. We can 

Three years ago this month, on July 
19-22, 2019, I was in the southern 
Ukrainian port city of Kherson as an inter-
national observer to the Verkhovna Rada 
elections. Throughout my career at the U.S. 
Helsinki Commission, I had often visited 
Ukraine – including as an international 
observer to every national election but one 
since 1990.  Yet I had never made it to 
Kherson until 2019.

For most visitors to Ukraine, Kherson 
was somewhat off the beaten path. I cer-
tainly had not known much about the city, 
or Kherson Oblast, considered to be the 
“fruit basket of Ukraine.”  I was pleasantly 
surprised at how much the city and region 
appealed to me. I liked its physical appear-
ance, the architecture, the wonderful out-
door market.

I liked the people – they were calm and 
friendly. Pro-Russian sentiment was nil.  
They were unmistakably Ukrainian in their 
identity and loyalties, despite being largely 
Russian speaking out of habit. When I 
addressed them in Ukrainian, they would 
invariably switch – and their Ukrainian was 
beautiful. While never a hotbed of 
Ukrainian nationalism for various historical 
reasons, I learned that the Organization of 
Ukrainian Nationalists (OUN) operated an 
underground cell in Kherson during World 
War II resisting, from August 1941 to 
March 1944, the German occupiers, then 
afterwards, the Soviets. Indeed, one of the 
OUN leaders in the Kherson district was 
Mykola Bandera, brother of OUN leader 
Stepan Bandera.

One of my fondest moments during my 
brief stay in Kherson – a reprieve from our 
intensive elections-related schedule – was 
taking a boating trip down the widening 
Dnipro as it approaches the Black Sea and 
swimming in its refreshing waters on a pic-
ture-perfect warm sunny day. I have been 
to many places and experienced much in 
my life, but for some strange, intangible 
reason, that experience stands out.

Three years later, I find myself often 
thinking about Kherson, now suffering due 
to Russia’s brutal war on Ukraine.  Russian 
forces have been occupying the city – and 
much of the oblast early in the war and have 
been terrorizing its people since.  Kherson is 
the only oblast center captured by the 
Russian forces since the start of the all-out 
invasion. Kherson Oblast, which borders 
Crimea, is of critical strategic importance, 
vital to Moscow’s ability to control access to 
the peninsula and to potentially holding 
Ukraine’s Black Sea coast.

As they have elsewhere in Ukraine, the 
Russians invaders have shown their true 
colors in Kherson, exposing themselves for 
the savages that they are.  Ambassador 
Michael Carpenter, in a recent speech to 
representatives of the 57 countries of the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation 
in Europe (OSCE), put it succinctly: “The 
Kremlin’s pre-planned, multi-faceted cam-
paign to absorb Kherson lays bare the truth 
of its vision of a subjugated, Russified 
Ukraine.  Kherson is the Kremlin’s laborato-
ry of horrors.”

The Russian occupiers are responsible 
for numerous egregious human rights 
abuses, including killings, kidnappings, tor-
ture and sexual violence.

Local civilians are rounded up in “filtra-
tion points” and interrogated for any con-
nections to the Ukrainian government or 
independent media outlets.  Russian occu-
piers have reportedly detained some 600 
people in the region – local officials, civil 
society activists, journalists – in what have 
been described as “torture chambers.”  
Some cite higher numbers of “disap-
peared.” Many of the detained are horribly 
mistreated.  Graphic accounts of torture by 
survivors are nothing short of chilling.

Residents are beaten in their homes or 
on the streets and subjected to humiliating 
identity checks, and God forbid if you have 
Ukrainian symbols tattooed on your body 
or if your iPhone has anything perceived as 
pro-Ukrainian on it.

Many Khersonites are being forcibly 
deported to Russia.  The puppet authorities 
are reportedly settling all those whom they 
consider to be loyal Russian citizens into 
the homes of those forcibly deported.

Russian soldiers have looted shops and 
stolen property.  Prices have skyrocketed.  
Supplies are short.  Medicines can only be 
bought on the streets.  Many people have 
lost their jobs. The hryvnia is being 
replaced by the ruble and internet services 
and Ukrainian mobile phone providers 
have been cut off.

It is little wonder that more than half of 
the city’s residents have left, according to 
some estimates.

The Russians are taking active measures 
to bring Kherson under their administra-
tive control, detaining the Ukrainian mayor, 
destroying its democratic Ukrainian gov-
erning structures and replacing them with 
their puppets and proxies. Free Ukrainian 
media have been supplanted by Russian 
propaganda.  There is a wholesale attempt 
to Russify and isolate the population. And 
Moscow seems to be gearing up for a refer-
endum to annex Kherson to Russia, possi-
bly in September.

We see “passportization,” with Russian 
President Vladimir Putin issuing a decree 
expediting the process for Kherson resi-
dents to receive Russian citizenship. Given 
the reluctance of inmates, the Russians 
were forcing passports on people at a cor-
rectional colony in Kherson.  Other resi-
dents have been told that they could not get 
pensions or start a business unless they 
obtain a Russian passport. Oh, and children 
in Kherson Oblast born after February 24 
are automatically made Russian citizens.

Ukrainian state symbols have been 
removed.  Gone are the large banners I saw 
three years ago on the municipal building 
that proclaimed, “Kherson is Ukraine,” and, 
in Ukrainian, “Glory to Ukraine” and “Glory 
to its heroes.” A Russian curriculum is being 
introduced in schools – you can bet that it 
will present a highly distorted view of 
Ukrainian history and culture.  The use of 
the Ukrainian language is discouraged; 
there are plans to ban the circulation of 
documents in the Ukrainian language.  A 
leader in the so-called Kherson “military-
civil administration” recently said that edu-
cation in schools and institutions of higher 
education will be conducted in Russian but 
offered that Ukrainian language classes can 
be formed if parents so request.  How gen-
erous of him.

Congresswoman Spartz must stand with Ukraine

Kherson on my mind and in my dreams

 COMMENTARY
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said three civilians were killed and five 
injured in shelling in the region, including 
two people in the town of Chasiv Yar.

Chasiv Yar, with a population of about 
12,000 people, was the site of a Russian 
rocket attack on an apartment building on 
July 9 that killed 48 people, an assault that 
Ukrainian officials have called a “war crime.”

Mr. Kyrylenko said Russian shelling also 
hit a granite factory in Slovyansk. There 
were no injuries, but the destruction was 
extensive, he said on Telegram, where he 
posted videos of the bombed factory.

The British Defense Ministry in its daily 
intelligence briefing on July 13 said Russian 
troops were nearing the towns of Siverskiy 
and Dolyna, with the urban areas of 
Slovyansk and Kramatorsk “the principal 
objectives for this phase of operation.”

The General Staff of the Ukrainian mili-
tary said on July 14 that Russian forces were 
repelled following an attempt to take the 
town of Kurulka near Kharkiv, which is in 
northeast Ukraine but outside the Donbas.

It said, though, that Russian troops had 
“partial success” in an offensive being car-
ried out toward the village of Kamianka in 
southern Ukraine.

In Mykolayiv,  Mayor Oleksandr 
Senkevych said on Telegram that rescuers 
and emergency teams were working on the 
ground following a shelling attack on the 
southern city of some 476,000 people, 60 
kilometers northwest of the Russian-
occupied port of Kherson.

In the attack on Vinnytsia, authorities 
said the Russian missiles hit an office block, 
residential buildings and a medical center.

“Every day, Russia kills civilians, kills 
Ukrainian children, carries out missile 
attacks on the civilian facilities where there 
is no military target. What is this, if not an 
open act of terrorism?” Mr. Zelenskyy said 

in an online posting.
Vinnytsia, a city of 370,000 people, dates 

back to the Middle Ages, founded in 1363, 
according to the city’s website.

RT editor-in-chief Margarita Simonyan 
in a tweet quoted the Russian Defense 
Ministry as saying the site was a housing 
unit for Ukrainian military officers.

The news came as European Union for-
eign affairs and justice ministers were 
meeting at The Hague for a conference on 
alleged Russian war crimes.

Mr. Zelenskyy, addressing the gathering 
through a video linkup, called for a “special 
tribunal” to investigate Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine.

“Existing judicial institutions cannot 
bring all the guilty parties to justice. 
Therefore, a special tribunal is needed to 
address the crime of Russian aggression 
against Ukraine,” Mr. Zelenskyy said.

Ukrainian Foreign Affairs Minister 
Dmytro Kuleba is scheduled to attend the 
gathering in person.

Russia denies the widespread destruc-
tion of Ukrainian cities and deliberately 
attacking civilians, despite video evidence 
showing otherwise.

While wider peace talks have broken off 
indefinitely between Russia and Ukraine, 
military contingents from the two coun-
tries met in Istanbul for talks aimed at 
restoring wheat and grain exports from 
Ukrainian ports now occupied by Russia.

Participants said that enough progress 
had been made in the talks brokered by 
Turkey and the United Nations to allow for 
further sessions next week.

(With reporting by RFE/RL’s Ukrainian 
Service, AP, AFP and Reuters)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-counterat-
tack-strikes-kherson/31943040.html).

(Continued from page 1)

Ukraine renews...

Askold S. Lozynskyj is an attorney at law 
based in New York City. Former President of 
the Ukrainian Congress Committee of 
America 1992-2000 and President of the 
Ukrainian World Congress 1998-2008. (Continued on page 15)



No. 29THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, JULY 17, 20228



9THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, JULY 17, 2022No. 29

take advantage of as they struggle to obtain 
foreign-made, high-tech components for 
their more sophisticated weapons,” Mr. 
Binnie said.

Mr. Binnie added that if Iran was prepar-
ing to send hundreds of drones to Russia, 
as claimed, it would likely be “less sophisti-
cated models, not ones that enable control-
lers on the ground to engage dynamic tar-
gets with guided weapons.”

In recent years, Iran has become a prolif-
ic drone producer. Its fleet includes “long-
endurance surveillance and attack plat-
forms like the Shahed-129,” so-called “sui-
cide” drones that are effectively slow cruise 
missiles, and stealth drones “for penetrat-
ing well-defended airspace,” said Mr. Binnie.

In May, Iran inaugurated a drone factory 
for its Ababil-2 strike and reconnaissance 
drone in Tajikistan, Tehran’s first produc-
tion facility abroad.

Samuel Bendett, an adviser at the 
Arlington-based CNA think tank, said Tehran 
could provide Russia with combat drones 
and loitering munitions – also known as 
“kamikaze” or “suicide” drones – to hit 
Ukrainian targets with better precision.

“The real question here is what is it that 
Russia lacks right now in Ukraine when it 

comes to UAVs? And my educated guess 
would be enough loitering munitions and 
enough combat drones to make a dent and 
to make a significant breakthrough against 
Ukrainian forces,” Mr. Bendett told RFE/RL.

Mr. Bendett added that Tehran could 
supply Moscow with drone parts that could 
then be assembled in Russia or even fitted 
with Russian parts.

‘Solidify its relationship with Russia’

Supplying Russia with drones could have 
significant ramifications for Tehran, observ-
ers said, making Iran an active supporter of 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, which has 
been prompted criticism inside the Islamic 
republic.

Iran has officially said that it opposes the 
war and supports a cease-fire, while at the 
same time blaming “NATO provocations” 
for the conflict.

“Iran has clearly chosen its camp and 
does not seem to care about the reputation-
al or financial costs of its alignment with 
Russia,” said Ali Vaez, the director of the 
Iran project at the International Crisis 
Group (ICG). “This is the strategic implica-
tion of Iran’s tactical partnership with 
Russia in Syria, which proved to be highly 
valuable to the leadership in Tehran.”

Moscow and Tehran were key allies of 
Syrian President Bashar al-Assad during 
that country’s brutal civil war.

Mr. Bendett said Iran could use drone 
sales to solidify its relationship with Russia.

“Now, Iran has an opportunity to export 
something of its own to a country that is 
not only very important to it but a country 
that may rely on Iranian technology in the 
long term,” he said.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov 
declined to say if Moscow had any plans to 
purchase Iranian drones. He said Russian 
President Vladimir Putin was not planning 
to discuss the issue during his July 19 trip 
to Tehran.

Iranian Foreign Affairs Minister Hossein 
Amir-Abdollahian appeared to reject the 
U.S. claim. During a trip to Italy on July 13, 
Mr. Amir-Abdollahian told the La 
Repubblica daily that Iran would avoid tak-
ing any actions that could lead to an escala-
tion in the war in Ukraine. He did not say if 
Iran’s military cooperation with Russia 
included the sales of combat drones.

“We have various forms of cooperation 
with Russia, including in the sphere of 
defense, but we are not helping either side 
involved in the [Ukrainian] conflict because 
we are certain that it should be ended,” Mr. 
Amir-Abdollahian was quoted as saying.

Iran’s Javan daily, which is affiliated with 
the powerful Islamic Revolutionary Guards 
Corps (IRGC), on July 12 suggested that 
those with “deep” knowledge of Tehran’s 
drone program were not surprised by Mr. 

Sullivan’s claim. The daily claimed that 
Iranian drones were “superior” to Chinese 
and in some cases “even to Western ones 
and those made by [Israel.]”

Javan claimed that Iranian drones could 
be useful to Russia for high-altitude and tac-
tical reconnaissance missions, destroying 
targets in enemy territory, directing artillery 
fire and conducting electronic warfare.

“Iran also has requirements in some 
defense fields that can be met in the form of 
purchasing products or receiving scientific 
and technical cooperation and experiences 
from the Russian side,” the daily said.

Others in the country suggested that the 
U.S. claim was an attempt to raise pressure 
on Tehran and restore an international arms 
embargo against the Islamic republic that 
expired in 2020 in line with the 2015 nucle-
ar deal between world powers and Iran.

“It seems that the United States is 
attempting to distort Iran’s neutrality poli-
cy for public opinion and put Iran in the 
hostile camp [along with Russia],” analyst 
Mohammad Gheysari told the news site 
Tabnak.

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/iran-drones-russia-
ukraine-war/31943572.html).

(Continued from page 4)

Russia could...

Ukrainian troops had already liberated part 
of the region and that the Russian in the 
south of Ukraine had been stopped from 
making any further advances.

At the beginning of July, Mr. Zelenskyy 
said that Ukrainian forces were advancing 
in several tactical directions, particularly in 
the south, in the Kherson and Zaporizhia 
regions.

Ukraine’s Armed Forces have liberated 
44 settlements in the Kherson region, 
according to the Ukrainian military. 
However, the situation there is difficult, 
Dmytro Butriy, acting head of the Kherson 
Region Military Administration, said during 
a press briefing at the Ukraine Media Center.

“These settlements suffer greatly 
because the invaders keep shelling them, 
and the destruction is massive. They are 
destroying infrastructure, residential build-
ings, kindergartens and schools. The rus-
sian world destroys our country and peo-
ple,” Mr. Butriy said.

“The situation in the south remains 
tense. Our forces move forward slowly but 
surely,” said Natalia Humeniuk, head of the 
United Coordinating Press Center of the 
Security and Defense Forces of the South of 
Ukraine.

“The major achievement is hitting com-
mand posts and storage facilities with 
ammunition and fuel. Some equipment was 
hit as well. Usually, these are the most haz-
ardous equipment items causing significant 
destruction,” Ms. Humeniuk said on July 11.

High-precision weapons, which Ukraine 
received from foreign allies, accelerated the 
process of repelling Russian forces, said the 
secretary of the National Security and 
Defense Council, Oleksiy Danilov, in an 
interview with Radio Svoboda.

“We don’t have a single day without sur-
prises for the occupiers when their head-
quarters, their gatherings, their places of 
storage of weapons and equipment are 
attacked. This weapon works flawlessly: it 
understands exactly where it needs to hit, 
and these shots hit exactly where they need 
to hit,” Mr. Danilov said.

Ivan Fedorov, mayor of Russian-
occupied Melitopol, said that, after attacks 
by Ukraine’s Armed Forces against logistics 

bases, Russians hid their equipment in a 
panic.

“Russians are in panic, as they have been 
‘taking a rest’ in Melitopol. They felt safe 
and did not expect any threat. But their atti-
tude changed after their logistics hub in 
Ukraine’s south was destroyed, and 200 
Russians were buried at the military base, 
with 300 more wounded,” the mayor said.

However, Russia intensified its campaign 
of terror against locals. They started look-
ing for guerrilla fighters, resistance forces 
and Ukrainian special services, the mayor 
said.

“Melitopol was blocked for some time. 
Neighboring settlements were also blocked 
off for filtration. Additional units of the 
Russian police and … secret service were 
brought in; they are cordoning off neigh-
borhoods and locking down bridges. They 
put their anti-air defenses under the rail-
way bridge,” Mr. Fedorov said.

Russians started moving their equip-
ment out of Melitopol toward temporarily 
occupied Crimea to ensure Ukraine’s 
Armed Forces could not hit it, the mayor 
said.

“The situation became tenser over the 
last two weeks. Our defenders do not let 
Russians keep living in peace – the invad-
ers’ cargo train was derailed, a railway 
bridge was blasted and a military unit of 
invaders was destroyed. From this day on, 
Russians realize that they won’t be able to 
survive in Melitopol. Yesterday, Ukraine’s 
Armed Forces neutralized one more base of 
the invaders near Myrne. People under the 
occupation are glad to hear such news; 
however, the invaders and collaborators 
keep their pressure on. Yesterday, a hench-
man of the invaders tasked to manage 
health care gathered the people and 
ordered them to prepare for the offensive,” 
he said.

Vitaliy Kim, the head of the Mykolaiv 
Oblast Military Administration, said the sit-
uation in the region is difficult, but under 
control. Soldiers on the frontline work 
around the clock, and residents of the area 
have begun to return home. But, as a result 
of increased shelling in the, people are not 
in a hurry to do so.

“The region, of course, lives under pres-
sure. Soldiers on the frontline work hard 
around the clock. Only the military can talk 
about any successes. However, we are in 

full communication with the military 
regarding equipment. We in the region are 
waiting for heavy weapons and ammuni-
tion to build on our successes and liberate 
the territories,” Mr. Kim said.

The minister of Reintegration of the 
Temporarily Occupied Territories, Iryna 
Vereshchuk, called on the residents of the 
temporarily occupied territory of the 
Kherson region to leave the area in order to 
facilitate the military’s de-occupation of the 
region.

Ms. Vereshchuk emphasized that the res-
idents of Kherson region, especially those 
with children, should not wait to leave the 
area, as doing so will help the Ukrainian 
Armed Forces during their counteroffen-
sive.

“Please leave because our army will defi-
nitely de-occupy these lands. Our will to do 
this is unwavering. And it will be very diffi-
cult to open the humanitarian corridor 
when there are children. It was difficult in 
Mariupol and will be even more difficult in 
the Kherson region because the enemy is 
learning, becoming even more cynical, 
using human shields, especially children. ... 
Believe me, de-occupation will happen very 
quickly. There will definitely be a counter-
offensive,” Ms. Vereshchuk said.

She said Ukrainian authorities would not 
punish anyone who used fake documents 
issued by the occupiers to leave temporari-
ly occupied Crimea.

“They will not break the law if they leave 
through the temporarily occupied Crimea. 
We know that today it is almost the only 
humanitarian corridor, if you can call it 
that, through which you can leave. So, if 
there is an opportunity, get out, especially 
with children,” she said.

A counteroffensive by the Armed Forces 
of Ukraine in the Kherson region will be dif-
ficult, but possible, said Kyrylo Budanov, 
head of the Office of Military Intelligence of 
Ukraine, during an interview with Reuters.

“From August, we should expect visible 
results of military activity from Ukraine. 
Just wait a little, and we’ll see what it will 
bring,” said Mr. Budanov.

The success of the Ukrainian military in 
liberating the region from Russian occupa-
tion will, among other things, depend on 
the assistance of foreign partners in help-
ing Ukraine, which has relied on those 
allies for heavy weapons.

The Institute for the Study of War (ISW) 
in a summary on July 6 said Ukrainian 
troops have begun to prepare for a counter-
offensive on Kherson. Geolocation satellite 
images show that Ukrainian troops struck 
Russian positions around the Kherson 
international airport, located in the 
Chornobayivka area of the region.

After four weeks of using U.S.-supplied 
HIMARS rocket launchers, the Ukrainian 
Armed Forces destroyed over 50 large tar-
gets, among them command centers, arse-
nals, oil depots and missile depots.

“Without ammunition, Russian artillery 
lost 60-70 percent of its effectiveness. 
Frontal shelling has been reduced several 
times. The limited number of M142 
HIMARS machines [have] ensured the actu-
al stopping of Russian artillery,” said Petro 
Shuklinov, a Ukrainian journalist with Liga.
net.

“The latest Russian anti-aircraft and 
anti-missile systems proved to be com-
pletely defenseless against the missiles that 
the Ukrainians are firing at Russian posi-
tions. The Russians are incapable of shoot-
ing down these missiles. [They are] unable 
to defend headquarters and bases, unable 
to do anything against HIMARS,” Mr. 
Shuklinov said.

Ukraine will probably have at least 20 
HIMARS systems by mid-August, he said. 
Using them effectively will allow Ukraine to 
transition from strategic goals to tactical 
ones, which will open up the possibility of 
de-occupation of the Kherson, Zaporizhia 
and Kharkiv regions, he said.

“In the event of the delivery of longer-
range missiles, the Armed Forces will begin 
the destruction of the arsenals in Crimea, 
and, with the partners’ consent, the 
destruction of the military infrastructure of 
the Russians in the frontline regions,” Mr. 
Shuklinov said.

Mr. Zelenskyy also recently voiced his 
strong support for the long-range, high pre-
cision rocket systems and thanked the U.S. 
for its most recent support of his country.

“I want to thank the United States of 
America for the decision to provide Ukraine 
with a new defense aid package in the 
amount of $400 million. Additional 
HIMARS launchers units and other high-
precision weapons allow us to take precise 
anti-terrorist steps and reduce Russian 
attack capabilities,” he said.

(Continued from page 1)
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More than 400 water-mist fire extinguishers delivered to protect historic wooden churches in Ukraine
by Khristina Lew

WASHINGTON – The Foundation to 
Preserve Ukraine’s Sacral Arts and the 
International Council on Monuments and 
Sites (ICOMOS), in partnership with World 
Monuments Fund (WMF), delivered 440 
water-mist fire extinguishers for the protec-
tion of historic wooden churches (tserkvas 
in Ukrainian) in the war-ravaged country.

Ukraine is home to more than 2,500 
wooden churches, the largest number in 
the world. Eight of the historic wooden 
churches are included on the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO) World Heritage 
List of Wooden Tserkvas of the Carpathian 
Region in Poland and Ukraine.

Wooden churches are often located in 
remote rural communities and are particu-
larly vulnerable to fire, especially in extreme 
conflict situations. The project will allow for 
the protection of around 200 historic wood-
en churches in Ukraine in the most danger-
ous areas. Water-mist fire extinguishers are 
suitable for the interiors of wooden church-
es as they atomize the pressurized water 
into a fine mist, which evaporates, minimiz-
ing potential damage to fragile painted sur-
faces, authentic fabrics, frescoes, icons and 
iconostases, and other artistic objects in the 
interior of churches.

As part of an international support 
effort, the water-mist fire extinguishers 
were sourced by the Foundation to 
Preserve Ukraine’s Sacral Arts and ICOMOS 
from the fire safety provider Safelincs in the 
United Kingdom thanks to support from 
World Monuments Fund’s Ukraine Heritage 
Response Fund.

Safelincs provided the equipment at 
below cost, donated accessories and cov-
ered transport costs across Europe to 
Poland, allowing the delivery of a signifi-
cantly larger number of extinguishers than 
would otherwise have been possible.

The Polish Committee for Ukrainian 
Museums, through the Warsaw Rising 
Museum and Instytut Pawla Wlodkowica, 
supported transport logistics and provided 

warehousing in Warsaw and organized 
with the Center to Rescue Ukraine’s 
Cultural Heritage transportation by truck to 
Lviv, Ukraine.

The extinguishers will be distributed by 
the Center to Rescue Ukraine’s Cultural 
Heritage, which is based in Lviv; the Heritage 
Rescue Emergency Initiative (HERI), which 
is based in Kyiv; and ICOMOS Ukraine.

In addition to the wooden churches on 
the UNESCO World Heritage List, fire extin-
guishers will be distributed to other wood-
en churches in order of priority, as deter-
mined by the above organizations, accord-
ing to their level of significance (interna-
tional, national, regional, etc.) and impend-
ing threats.

Instructions and advice on their use pre-
pared by heritage professionals on an inter-
national collaborative crisis platform set up 
under the aegis of the U.K.-based Institute 
of Conservation (ICON) has been translated 
into Ukrainian, and will be distributed with 
the fire extinguishers and made available 

online. Participants on the platform also 
provided advice on suitable extinguishers 
during the sourcing process.

The Foundation to Preserve Ukraine’s 
Sacral Arts is a nonprofit public charity 
based in Washington, D.C., dedicated to the 
preservation of Ukraine’s churches. Its mis-
sion is to train local craftsmen to preserve 
Ukrainian churches and sacral arts, and to 
serve as a catalyst for transferring expertise 
on heritage protection to forgotten and less 
fortunate communities.  More about the 
organization can be found on its website, 
www.ftpusa.org

ICOMOS is a non-governmental, not-for-
profit international organization, commit-
ted to furthering the conservation, protec-
tion, use and enhancement of the world’s 
cultural heritage. With over 11,000 mem-
bers, and more than 100 national commit-
tees, 30 international scientific committees 
and several working groups, ICOMOS has 
built a solid philosophical, doctrinal and 
managerial framework for the sustainable 

conservation of heritage around the world.
As an official advisory body to the World 

Heritage Committee for the implementa-
tion of the UNESCO World Heritage 
Convention, ICOMOS evaluates nomina-
tions and advises on the state of conserva-
tion of properties inscribed on the World 
Heritage List. ICOMOS is a founding mem-
ber of the Blue Shield. Since the start of the 
war, ICOMOS has assisted UNESCO, cooper-
ated with its partner organizations and 
mobilized its committees to provide sup-
port to the Ukrainian cultural heritage com-
munity. 

ICOMOS Ukraine, its national committee 
in Ukraine, is a founding member of the 
Center to Rescue Ukraine’s Cultural 
Heritage based in Lviv.  More about the 
organization can be found on its website, 
www.icomos.org.

WMF is the leading independent organi-
zation devoted to safeguarding the world’s 
most treasured places to enrich people’s 
lives and build mutual understanding 
across cultures and communities. The orga-
nization is headquartered in New York City 
with offices and affiliates in Cambodia, 
India, Peru, Portugal, Spain and the United 
Kingdom.

Since 1965, its global team of experts 
has preserved the world’s diverse cultural 
heritage using the highest international 
standards at more than 700 sites in 112 
countries. Partnering with local communi-
ties, funders and governments, WMF draws 
on heritage to address some of today’s 
most pressing challenges, including climate 
change, underrepresentation, imbalanced 
tourism and post-crisis recovery.

WMF embraces the potential of the past 
to create a more resilient and inclusive soci-
ety. WMF recently launched the Ukraine 
Heritage Response Fund with seed funding 
of $500,000 from the Helen Frankenthaler 
Foundation to address the immediate criti-
cal needs of heritage professionals in the 
country and to lay the groundwork for 
future rehabilitation.  More information 
about the organization can be found on its 
website, www.wmf.org.

The wooden church in the village of Potelych, Ukraine, built in 1502, is on the 
UNESCO World Heritage List of Wooden Tserkvas of the Carpathian Region in 

Poland and Ukraine.

Khristina Lew

Noted wooden artifacts conservator discusses preservation of Ukrainian culture during war
by Olga Liskiwskyi

HAMTRAMCK, Mich. – Yuri Yanchyshyn, 
a wooden artifacts conservator and 
Fulbright specialist, gave a talk titled 
“Ukrainian Culture at Risk – Again, a 
Conservator’s Perspective” at the Ukrainian 
American Archives and Museum in 
Hamtramck, Mich., on July 7.

Mr. Yanchyshyn provided a historical 
overview of the multi-ethnic and multicul-
tural nature of Ukraine, the current state of 
conservation in the country and he sug-
gested possible avenues of assisting people 
throughout the country in the aftermath of 
the destruction of their cultural heritage by 
Russia.

In his presentation, Mr. Yanchyshyn dis-
cussed the current challenges facing 
Ukraine in the aftermath of this destruc-
tion. To set a historical context for current 
events, his presentation included many 
examples and photographs of Ukrainian 
church iconostasis that were dismantled in 
the 1930s during the Soviet period, the 
destroyed Jewish synagogues during World 
War II and the destruction and saving of 
primarily Polish Roman Catholic poly-
chrome sculptures after the War.

He documented the iconostasis art form 
(a wall of icons and religious paintings sep-

arating the nave from the sanctuary in the 
Eastern Christian church tradition) from 
various regions of Ukraine, many dating to 
the 17th-18th centuries which were dis-
mantled or destroyed by the Soviet state.

Mr. Yanchyshyn noted that, if it were not 
for the photographs of Stephan Taranu-

shen ko, an expert in Ukrainian architecture 
and a member of the monument protection 
movement in the late 1920s, Ukrainians 
would have no record of these structures and 
interiors.  Some component parts of these 
religious structures were sold off by Stalin’s 
regime to the West during this period.

He also highlighted several significant 
synagogues in Ukraine – one is the no lon-
ger existing architectural wooden structure 
in Hvizdets from the 17th century in the 
Kolomiya region of the country.  A recon-
structed replica of its painted interior 
dome and walls is located in the Polin 
Museum of the History of Polish Jews in 
Warsaw. Also featured in the presentation 
was the 16th century synagogue in 
Sharhorod in Vinnytsia Oblast which was 
confiscated and converted to a juice factory 
in the 1970s and 1980s.

Mr. Yanchyshyn discussed his work with 
the Lviv Polytechnic National University 
both during his Fulbright years and since 
the onset of the invasion of Ukraine by 
Russia. One such project is the documenta-
tion and conservation assessment of the 
Drohobych Church of the Exaltation of the 
Holy Cross (circa 1613).

He stressed the urgent need for a differ-
ent approach to training conservators using 
Western methodologies and in supporting 
these students as they continue their train-
ing in Europe as refugees due to the war.

Images of the current destruction of 
museums, libraries, monuments and reli-
gious building complexes were shared and 

Yuri Yanchyshyn (right), a wooden artifacts conservator and Fulbright specialist, 
answered questions following a presentation on the preservation of Ukrainian culture 

at the Ukrainian American Archives and Museum in Hamtramck, Mich., on July 7.

Ukrainian American Archives and Museum

(Continued on page 13)
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they look around and they see other people 
getting on with their lives and embracing 
technology and embracing new ideas and 
new cultures. And they’re being left behind. 
And it’s sad to see; it’s a horrible thing 
because Russia is a wonderful country cur-
rently being led by a bunch of gangsters 
who think they’re in some sort of black-
and-white movie that they once watched.

RFE/RL: But speaking about that disap-
pointment among young Russians: For the 
last 15 years I’ve been interviewing people, 
and it’s prevalent and it was as important 
15 years ago as it is now. But that young 
generation is now in its 30s or 40s. And 
some of them now are supporters of Putin. 
So, what changed?

Mr. Nicholls: Well, I think it’s exception-
ally hard if you grew up in an atmosphere 
where the information is starved, it takes a 
great leap of imagination and humanity to 
question your world and question what is 
happening about you. The information age 
really kicked off in the late ‘90s, and with 
smartphones and all the rest of the access 
to information has been very good. But 
also, I think it’s led to a lack of clarity. 
There’s so much information now that you 
almost can’t make sense of it. And you then 
go out into the world, to the internet, to try 
and get more information to make sense of 
it, and actually, that extra dollop of informa-
tion just adds to the chaos.

And we want clever and ambitious poli-
ticians, quite frankly. But clever, ambitious, 
duplicitous, mischievous, corrupt? No, we 
don’t want that. But this chaos of the infor-
mation environment has allowed these 
types of characters to come along and cher-
ry-pick from history and cherry-pick infor-
mation from history, and cherry-pick their 
information, and put a very convincing case 
over about why people should vote for 
them or should support them, and why any 
grievances in society can be exacerbated.

And I think what’s happened over the 
last 20-odd years is that it’s been far easier 
to divide society. It’s led to a them-and-us-
type society. And, as I say, unless you are 
particularly strong-willed, it takes a great 
leap of confidence to question that and to 
say, “No, I’m not going to believe that. I’m 
going to look for my own information.”

So, I can’t necessarily blame a lot of peo-
ple who have grown up not listening to the 
propaganda but living on it – it’s the air 
they breathe – so I can’t really blame them 
for then having the mindset and the frame-
work of understanding the world that they 
do. All we can do is continue to put out fac-
tual, honest, accurate, well-analyzed infor-
mation offering different viewpoints rather 
than just one viewpoint and allow their 
humanity to make their own minds up and 
take the information in and hopefully be 
independent, sentient beings to make sense 
of it.

There’s no point in trying to meet disin-
formation with disinformation – that just 
adds to this murky world of information. 
All we can do, it’s the classic aim of journal-
ism, is shine a light in dark places. That’s all 
we can do, and hope that the sort of inner 
humanity will allow them to reach their 
own conclusions and start questioning 
some of the fundamental architecture that 
they’ve grown up with.

RFE/RL: On the Ukraine front lines now, 
as you write, July 6 was the first day since 
the beginning of the war that Russia nei-
ther claimed nor was assessed to have 
made any territorial gains. What does that 
imply on the grander scale?

Mr. Nicholls: Two things. I think as 
Russians themselves have said, Russian 

forces are on an operational pause, in terms 
of military necessity. I think that’s correct. I 
think they are exhausted; they’ve lost a 
huge amount of fighters and equipment – 
as has Ukraine. We shouldn’t deny that. I’m 
not suggesting it’s all glowingly one-sided 
and Russia is inevitably going to lose – far 
from it.

This is a very, very hard-fought fight 
that’s going on. But I think Russia have 
used up a lot of their better equipment, 
which is why we’re seeing old T-62 [tanks] 
being brought out of retirement and out of 
the old storage yards. They’ve used up a lot 
of fighters, certainly their best ones. In the 
Ukraine theater, they’ve drawn men and 
equipment from around Kharkiv to the 
north and Kherson to the south, to fight this 
battle in the Donbas. And even then, they 
were just having to grind forward at barely 
a kilometer a day, very, very heavily led by 
artillery, absolutely pulverizing the place, 
and then moving in afterwards to meta-
phorically plant a flag on the rubble that 
remains. So, they do need to pause.

Now, I don’t know whether this pause 
has also been forced upon them by 
Ukrainian tactics, and in particular the flow 
in over the last few weeks of the heavy 
artillery, the HIMARS [rocket] systems, the 
very long-range, very precise artillery sys-
tem that seems to be targeting Russian 
ammunition supply dumps, and headquar-
ters.

On the first possibility, if they don’t have 
the ammunition, they simply can’t keep up 
– their tactics are to use artillery first and 
then roll in with the tanks and infantry 
later. So, if you deny them the access, either 
the ammunition itself because you destroy 
it, or the access to it, by destroying the rail-
ways – Russia primarily uses railways to 
transport its ammunition – then it can’t 
proceed.

And if you destroy its headquarters, then 
we know Russia doctrinally has a very top-
down leadership model. It doesn’t allow 
low-level initiative at a battalion or compa-
ny/platoon level. It has to wait for the big 
decision up there to filter down through the 
chain of command. If the headquarters is 
destroyed, then the orders are not sent and 
certainly nothing is acted upon. I think a 
combination of those two has forced this 
pause on Russia.

Now, it probably suits Ukraine more to 
have a pause now, because they also are 
extremely tired. They’ve been fighting a 
very hard war for four months now, and 
they also are in need of recuperation, to 
rest and fix their people and their equip-
ment. ... And there’s training of new 
[Ukrainian] fighters in Western countries. 
So, the longer Ukraine can hang on, the 
more they’re able to train people and take 
delivery of these very high-powered and 

precise weapons systems.
I would imagine Putin would want 

[Russian forces] to keep going. He doesn’t 
really care about casualty figures. He’s 
quite happy with a kilometer a day, regard-
less of the cost, as long as he sees the line 
moving west. But I would have thought if 
he was at all listening to any military advice 
– and there’s absolutely no evidence that he 
is – but I would have thought the military 
advice would be that the army needs to rest 
for a few weeks.

RFE/RL: On the Luhansk retreat, you 
write that Ukrainians have achieved their 
goal of “slowing the Russian advance, mak-
ing the enemy pay dearly for every mile 
gained, and getting out without being deci-
sively engaged.” But, then again, the 
Ukrainians do have to reclaim those territo-
ries at some point. Do you see that happen-
ing, and at what cost?

Mr. Nicholls: Yes, they do. I’m no propa-
gandist for the Ukrainian government. I’m 
not trying to say that everything’s fine and 
they’re not taking casualties and they’re 
not losing [troops or territory]. I mean, it’s 
a horrific situation that’s happening there. 
I’m just trying to put it into what it means 
militarily, diplomatically and in geostrategic 
terms. But yeah, you never want to give up 
ground because you’re going to have to 
take it back. If it’s your country, you’re 
going to have to take it back at some point. 
It is a bold decision to trade ground for 
time; you are making the gamble that you 
will preserve your fighting power to come 
back to another day and take that ground 
back. And of course, there are no guaran-
tees in war. So, to give up any territory is a 
bold choice to make.

All the messaging from Ukraine is that 
they will take it back. Of course, time is on 
their side; it’s their country and they are in 
no rush. Russia needs to get this done 
quickly; the longer they stay there, the 
more they are exhausting themselves and 
the more opportunity there is for their own 
domestic support to dwindle when this 
“special military operation” turns out to be 
a long, grinding war. So, Russia wants to get 
this done sooner rather than later.

Ukraine, they don’t want any land to be 
held in Russian hands. But they have had 
Russians camped inside their country since 
2014; let’s not forget. So, they’ve been pre-
paring for a very long time for this, to even-
tually counterattack. Whether they’re in a 
position to do so yet, I’m not sure. I don’t 
think they are right now. And it will be cost-
ly at the time, but this is existential for 
Ukraine. They know, they’ve seen with their 
own eyes that regardless of what nonsense 
comes out of the Kremlin.

Let’s say [Russians] take the [entire] 
Donbas, which I don’t think they’re going to 

[take] anytime soon at all, but let’s imagine 
Russia takes the Donbas and then sues for 
peace and says: “Right, that’s it. All we 
wanted to do was protect the Russian-
speaking people in the east of the country, 
and we’ll hang on to the south.” Who’s 
going to believe them? Because they’ve 
been camped out in the east of the Donbas 
since 2014. And then they rested, they built 
the forces up, and then they’ve pushed 
through since February 24. So, who’s going 
to believe them now if they say, “Oh, no, 
we’ve got no territorial aspirations over the 
rest of the country; you’re perfectly safe.” 
It’s just fanciful to think that that’s going to 
be believed.

So, Ukraine now know that they’re in the 
fight for their very existence. So, they’re not 
going to stop now. They might play a long 
game and build up their forces slowly and 
incrementally, but there’s no chance that 
they are not going to go back and seek to 
push Russia back, at least to the February 
24 boundaries, which would include get-
ting all Russian forces out of the south.

RFE/RL: Which would be victory for 
Ukraine?

Mr. Nicholls: Well, “victory” is a very 
loaded term. I don’t like using “victory” 
unless it’s small tactical victories. I don’t 
like talking about victory in the big sense, 
like winning and losing. I keep getting 
asked, who’s winning and losing? Who’s 
winning this war? And I say “China,” and 
people look at me in a bemused fashion. 
But you could argue that all Ukraine has to 
do to win is survive. Russia wants to 
destroy this democratic, sovereign, inde-
pendent, successful former Soviet state on 
[its] doorstep; it cannot allow Ukraine to be 
used as an example ... because people in 
Russia will say: “Hey, look, can we have 
some of that? That looks good. Can we have 
some of that as well?”

RFE/RL: When you ask who is going to 
believe Russia, I can think of at least one, 
not figure, but group in Western Europe, 
and those are the guys who will be calling 
for a cease-fire as soon as possible and a 
cease-fire at any cost. Do you see that pres-
sure increasing on Kyiv?

Mr. Nicholls: I don’t see the pressure 
increasing much, if at all.

RFE/RL: As the situation worsens inside 
Europe, as well, do you see those calls being 
intensified?

Mr. Nichols: No, they’re a constant back-
ground noise. This is what happens in a 
healthy democracy. It’s very interesting that 
these arguments are seized upon by Russia 
all the time to show huge cracks in the alli-
ance. I mean, guess what: In an open 
democracy, you’re going to have differences 
of opinion. Differences of opinion don’t 
mean the alliance is in crisis and about to 
crumble; it’s just a different way of looking 
at how humans debate things. We have a 
much more open society here. This sort of 
access to information and the ability to 
hold our leaders to account, it’s just 
unheard of in Russia.

So the fact that some people are calling 
for a cease-fire, and to give up land, and 
Ukraine should do a deal, I mean, that’s 
fine. I’m glad these voices are out there 
because it allows the issues to be exposed, 
and then we could all have a look at it and 
discuss it and throw stones at the idea. And 
we come out to what people really want.

The idea of suppressing these ideas as if 
they don’t exist and pretending they’re not 
there, and shutting down any kind of 
debate, I think that is more damaging. But 
no, I don’t see that these issues – suggesting 
Ukraine should give up ground and sue for 
peace now – I don’t see them gaining any 

(Continued from page 5)

Telegraph’s...

British Prime Minister Boris Johnson and Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
met in Kyiv on June 17.

Office of the President of Ukraine

(Continued on page 13)
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between U.S. Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken and Chinese Foreign Minister 
Wang Yi. Moscow has good reason to follow 
this dialogue with especially keen attention 
(Rbc.ru, July 9). Russian policymakers have 
worked on the assumption that the funda-
mental conflict between the United States 
and China is the main driver in the break-
down of the international order, and the 
escalation of this clash – seen as inevitable 
– will divert Western attention from the 
Ukraine war and grant Russia an opportu-
nity to escape from the deadlock in the 
Donbas. Russian leaders are therefore not 
overly upset about the lack of material sup-
port from Beijing in the current conflict and 
seek to boost ties with India and Vietnam 
(which Mr. Lavrov visited on his way to 
Indonesia) to reduce dependency on the 
Russian Federation’s neighbor (Nezavisi-
maya gazeta, July 5; Izvestiya, July 6). China 
demonstrates indifference to these activi-
ties and tends to shrug off Russian over-
tures to expand the United Nations Security 
Council by reserving a permanent seat for 
India, instead generally inclining to accept 
Moscow’s subordinate position (Rossiis-
kaya Gazeta, July 4; Nezavisimoe Voennoe 
Obozrenie, June 23).

The region that best illustrates Russian 
perceptions regarding the world order is 
the Middle East, but Moscow is worried 
about the fast decline of its capacity for 
manipulating local conflicts there. The 
notorious Wagner Group, for example, is 
presently focusing on recruiting criminals 
in Russian prisons for fighting in the 
Donbas rather than sustaining its activities 
in Libya (Meduza, July 8). Syria serves as 
Russia’s main anchor to the Middle East, 
and the Kremlin is trying its best to dis-
suade Turkey from launching another land-

grabbing offensive and exploiting the 
reduction of Russia’s military presence in 
the country (Nezavisimaya gazeta, July 7). 
Seeking to assert its key role, Russia opted 
to veto the U.N. Security Council resolution 
that would have secured the continuation 
of the flow of humanitarian aid into rebel-
controlled Idlib province, much to Turkey’s 
chagrin (Rbc.ru, July 8). Growing tensions 
in the Middle East severely affect Russian 
interests regarding the fluctuation of oil 
prices, and the forthcoming visits of U.S. 
President Joe Biden to Israel and Saudi 
Arabia are being watched with increased 
anxiety (Russiancouncil.ru, July 5). 

The worldview from Moscow is increas-
ingly distorted by the war on Ukraine, but 
the high-risk decision to start this ill-
planned invasion was shaped by the percep-
tion of a collapsing world order. Thus, at the 
time, the re-invasion of Ukraine was deemed 
the best option for Russia to accelerate this 
catastrophic process rather than wait for its 
consequences. Yet, this preemptive strike 
has instead yielded results opposite of the 
quasi-apocalyptic expectations (perhaps 
influenced by the COVID-19 pandemic), as 
the collective West has restored its solidarity 
under re-energized U.S. leadership. India 
and Turkey may prefer to collect benefits 
from staying neutral, but China – which did 
not want the war to spread and now does 
not want Russia to be defeated – is slowly 
coming to the conclusion that a gradual 
reconstruction, rather than a complete 
breakdown, of the evolving global system is 
in its best interest. This leaves Russia not in 
the vanguard of a presumed historic pro-
cess, but on a collision course with it. Even 
so, it will take plenty more resistance from a 
defiant Ukraine to ensure such an outcome.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)

Russian assault...

As much as the story of Kherson is one of 
brute repression and Russification, it is also 
one of remarkable courage and resistance.

Despite the cruelty and climate of fear 
that pervades it, the people of Kherson city 
and oblast refuse to be cowed.  We see 
resistance and partisan activity take many 
different forms, ranging from killings of 
pro-Russian figures and acts of sabotage to 
the refusal of average citizens to cooperate 
with the Russians, including educators and 
health-care workers. Initially, we saw pro-
Ukrainian street protests, but these have 
been quashed.  Several attempts to orga-
nize referendums on joining Russia have 
not taken hold due to the refusal of citizens 
to cooperate. The resistance of the popula-
tion and growing insurgency is mounting a 
strong challenge to Russian attempts to 
consolidate their control.

Most Khersonites are resisting obtaining 
Russian passports, despite pressure, or, 
reportedly, even monetary incentives to do 
so.  Ukrainian flags and pro-Ukrainian sym-
bols, graffiti and leaflets appear in the city.  
Partisans release videos calling on the occu-

pying Russians to save their own lives and 
leave. Indeed, partisans have helped the 
Ukrainian military target Russian forces.  In 
May, the puppet Kherson governor 
appeared at a meeting with teachers in a 
bullet proof vest. That was probably a smart 
move on his part, as Kremlin-approved local 
leaders and Russian soldiers have been 
attacked and killed with increasing frequen-
cy in shootings and car bombs.

Ukrainian fighters have been carrying 
out counterattacks in Kherson Oblast, 
slowly regaining control.  They are getting 
close to the city and may be readying for a 
counteroffensive to liberate the suffering 
and terrorized inhabitants of the city and 
region which is so key to the strategic sta-
bility of Ukraine. The growing supply of 
weapons that the U.S. and its allies are pro-
viding will help in achieving this goal.

My dream is that I will someday once 
again visit a liberated, free, Ukrainian 
Kherson, take a boat ride down the Dnipro 
and swim in its cool waters where I did so 
on that sunny summer day three years ago, 
a special place where the Dnipro and two 
of its tributaries, Stare Dnipro and Kosheva, 
meet.  May someday soon the sun cast the 
warm rays of freedom, peace, justice and 
truth upon Kherson and all of Ukraine.

(Continued from page 7)
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great strength. And the more we see evi-
dence of what Russia has been doing in 
some areas, the more it hardens up the 
opinion that this needs to be stopped right 
here and now.

RFE/RL: You say Putin doesn’t care 
about losses. If estimates, including the 
British ones, are correct, the Russian forces 
are losing around 250 to 300 soldiers a day. 
What figures should that be to make Putin 
reconsider? Can 1,000 make Putin have 
second thoughts about his operation?

Mr. Nicholls: I don’t think it will come 
down to casualty figures for Putin. They’ve 
expanded the age of conscription up into 
the 50s now in Russia, so he doesn’t care 
[about] the human cost. I think it will be 
the money that will get him – the cohort of 
his client oligarchs, basically.

Although Putin is very, very powerful, 
we shouldn’t forget that there’s a coterie of 

people around him who, if they wanted to 
and if they all were of the same mind, they 
could have a very serious effect. And they 
are more motivated by money. It is a big 
issue, of course it is.

So, there are two ways of ending this, as 
I see it, which is: firstly, you impact those 
people and they then do something to get 
rid of their leader in Russia; or you physi-
cally push the Russian forces out of the 
country or back to the February 23 start 
line. So that is either a military solution, 
which is going to be long and hard and very 
costly, or a longer-term, possible economic 
solution – that’s when sanctions start to 
bite – and that’s when you need the united 
front from the West to keep those sanctions 
up and [keep] that sort of financial pres-
sure [on].

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/russia-ukraine-
war-uk-nicholls/31942090.html).

(Continued from page 12)
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discussed with the audience of some 55 
people.

Mr. Yanchyshyn highlighted the current 
efforts of scholars and Ukrainian citizens to 
secure, protect and document cultural trea-
sures.  Blue Sky – the Ukrainian Conserv-
ation Forum initiative to preserve Ukraine’s 
cultural heritage by building conservation 
knowledge and expertise in Ukraine – is 
one such effort.

He also mentioned the work of the 
Shevchenko Scientific Society and their cre-
ation of the Shevchenko Emergency Fund 
to support Ukrainian scholars and artists 
displaced by war. The project was 
announced as the Shevchenko Emergency 
Fund and is run by the Shevchenko 
Scientific Society in the U.S.

Mr. Yanchyshyn also encouraged individ-
uals to support Ukrainian diaspora cultural 
institutions during this challenging time to 
ensure their viability and future growth. 

At the conclusion of his presentation and 
during the question and answer period that 
followed, there was a discussion of the 
need to raise awareness of Russian war 
crimes and how to assist those who are 
working to protect, document and ulti-

mately restore Ukraine’s cultural heritage 
sites and structures.

Mr. Yanchyshyn is the principal and 
senior conservator of Period Furniture 
Conser vation LLC and Kensington Preserv-
ation LLC, both New York City firms dedicat-
ed to wooden artifact conservation, as well 
as cultural heritage objects preservation.

Mr. Yanchyshyn holds degrees from the 
University of Michigan and the California 
Institute of the Arts. He received conserva-
tion training from the Amsterdam Academy 
for Restoration and the Smithsonian Center 
for Materials Research and Education.

Before the founding of his firms, he 
worked as a consulting conservator at the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York. 
He has treated wooden objects for more 
than 40 years and was awarded Fulbright 
Specialist Status in 2018, teaching wooden 
artifact conservation at the Lviv Polytechnic 
National University in Lviv. In 2019, he was 
awarded Fulbright Scholar status and 
returned to teach in Ukraine once again.

For more information, readers may visit 
the websites of Mr. Yanchyshyn’s firms for 
an overview of his work and treatments at 
http://periodfurnitureconservation.com 
and http://kensingtonpreservation.com.

This event was co-sponsored by the 
Detroit Branch of the Shevchenko Scientific 
Society in the U.S.

(Continued from page 11)
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Separatists say foreigners could be executed

A Russia-backed separatist leader in 
eastern Ukraine has indicated that three 
foreigners sentenced to death for “merce-
nary activities” could be executed in secre-
cy if their appeals against their sentences 
are denied, Russian state-run TASS news 
agency said. Denis Pushilin, head of a 
Russia-backed separatist group in 
Ukraine’s Donetsk region, was also quoted 
as saying on July 13 that the timing of any 
executions would be up to the penitentiary 
service. “The penitentiary service will be 
guided by its internal decisions,” Mr. 
Pushilin said. “The execution of the sen-
tences shall not be made public.” Mr. 
Pushilin told Russian TV that “all the for-
eigners filed appeals.” “We are awaiting a 
court session. If the court finds this puni-
tive measure and the sentence to be appro-
priate, then their cases will be handed over 
to the corresponding agency to carry out 
the verdict,” he said. A day earlier, the 
Russia-backed separatists lifted a moratori-
um on the death penalty, weeks after hand-
ing down the death sentence to Britons 
Aiden Aslin and Shaun Pinner and 
Moroccan Saaudun Brahim, who were cap-
tured on the battlefield. All three men say 

they were serving in the Ukrainian military 
when they were captured by separatists 
while fighting Russian forces. They are cur-
rently awaiting a decision in the appeal 
process. Two more Britons who were cap-
tured on July 1 have been charged with car-
rying out “mercenary activities” as well, 
and a pro-Kremlin website said the men – 
aid worker Dylan Healy and military volun-
teer Andrew Hill – would face the same 
charges as the others. The separatists are 
also holding other foreign fighters, includ-
ing two men from the United States. 
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov did not 
exclude the possibility that the men would 
be shot and said Russia would not interfere 
in the jurisdiction of what he referred to as 
the Donetsk People’s Republic, which 
Moscow recognized as independent three 
days before launching its invasion of 
Ukraine. Only Russia and Syria have recog-
nized the area of Donetsk as independent. 
Britain and other Western governments 
expressed outrage after Messrs. Aslin, 
Pinner and Brahim were sentenced to 
death. The British Foreign Office said on 
July 2 it was in constant contact with the 
government of Ukraine on their cases and 
supported Ukraine’s efforts to get them and 
the other two Britons released. The 
European Court of Human Rights (ECHR) 
on June 30 warned Moscow it must ensure 
the death penalty is not carried out. 
Moscow has said the ECHR’s rulings have 

no bearing on Moscow since parliament 
ended the Strasbourg court’s jurisdiction in 
Russia in a measure passed in June. The 
British government insisted that as legiti-
mate members of the Ukrainian armed 
forces, they should be treated as prisoners 
of war under the Geneva Conventions. 
(RFE/RL, with reporting by Reuters, dpa 
and TASS)

Russia, Ukraine to hold talks over grain exports

Military delegations from Russia and 
Ukraine have made enough progress in 
talks on resolving their dispute over 
blocked grain exports to hold new talks in 
Turkey next week, the Turkish defense min-
ister said. Hulusi Akar said in a statement 
on July 13 after the talks that they agreed 

on “joint controls” at ports and on ways to 
“ensure the safety of the transfer routes” 
across the Black Sea. After the meeting next 
week in Turkey, “all the details will be 
reviewed once again and the work we have 
done will be signed,” Mr. Akar said. The 
Russian and Ukrainian military delegations 
held the meeting in Istanbul in an attempt 
to break an impasse over grain exports that 
has helped send global food prices soaring. 
Turkish military officials and United 
Nations envoys also took part in the meet-
ing on July 13, which is aimed at finding a 
way to get millions of tons of grain sitting in 
silos in Ukraine shipped out of the country’s 
ports. U.N. Secretary General Antonio 

(Continued on page 19)
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With heavy sorrow we share 
that our dearest father and grandfather, 

Ilia Shevchuk
fell asleep in the Lord on March 31, 2022.

Ilia was born August 10, 1922, in the village of Lishchantsi, Ternopil 
oblast, the youngest of eight children. During WWII, while Bolsheviks 
occupied his native land, he attended school briefly in the neighboring 
village of Jaslovetz. While the Soviets and Germans moved their frontlines 
through his village, he fled along with other Ukrainians. After spending 
some time at camp Treizen in Strasshof, his family settled from 1945-1949 
at the displaced persons camp at Landeck, a small town in the Austrian 
Alps, under French control.

At the DP camp a group of young men, including Ilia, organized an 
older PLAST scouting group under the patronage of Ukrainian Hetman 
Bohdan Khmelnytskyj. The scouts led trips into the nearby Alps and 
organized events for the Ukrainian community at the camp. Ilia led a 
group of younger scouts on a camping trip to Fishbach, on the Bodenzee 
lake, and took on various responsibilities within the PLAST scouting 
organization. For his work with the scouts, Ilia was recognized with 
various awards. Before leaving for his new home in New York in 1949, 
on the “USS General Stewart”, Ilia received a diploma from the Polish 
Technical School in Schramberg, Germany.

In the United States Ilia worked various jobs until settling in as an 
electrical draftsman. He married Maria Konyk-Dumanska in 1959, who 
predeceased him in 2018. They moved across the Hudson to Jersey City, 
where they raised their family of four children. Ilia was always involved in 
the local Ukrainian community: Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization, 
Ukrainian National Home, Sts Peter and Paul Ukrainian Catholic Church, 
Self Reliance Federal Credit Union, Providence Association, and others. 
He could be found making pyrohy, fixing leaky roofs, repairing plumbing, 
leading meetings, driving scout youth to camps, whatever needed to 
be done. In the 1990s, when Ukrainians were opening an embassy in 
New York, Ilia organized donations from the Jersey City community.  
He volunteered as a translator for Ukrainian children sponsored by the 
International Rotary for medical treatment in the US.

Ilia’s life was deeply devoted to God, his homeland of Ukraine, and his 
family. He was a true patriarch, always responding where he was called. 
May his love and dedication remain a lasting legacy and inspiration for 
his family.

Ilia leaves behind in sadness:
son  - Walter with his wife Sophia and children Ariana 

     and Adrian
son  - Ihor with Nadia and her daughter Liuba
daughter  - Nadia Maczaj with her husband Oleh and children 

     Paul and Julianna
son  - Roman with his son David
grandson  - Danylo with his wife Larissa
family near and far in the US, Canada, Ukraine and Europe

Donations can be made in memory of Ilia to Sts Peter and Paul 
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Jersey City or to the Ukrainian National 
Home of Jersey City.

May He Rest in Peace!

KULINSKI MEMORIALS
809 SOUTH MAIN STREET • MANVILLE, NJ 08835

• Serving Ukrainian families for over 60 years
• Over 40 granite colors to choose from
• Custom etchings
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• Serving the tri-state area
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   in South Bound Brook, NJ

Tel. 800-458-5467  •  908-722-3130  •  Fax 908-253-0027
KulinskiMemorials@msn.com  •  KulinskiMemorials.com
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Earn Extra incomE!
The Ukrainian Weekly is looking 

for advertising sales agents.
For additional information contact  

Walter Honcharyk, Advertising Manager,  
The Ukrainian Weekly, 973-292-9800, ext 3040.

WANT IMPACT?
Run your advertisement here, 
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CLASSIFIEDS section.
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TO ALL MEMBERS OF UNA BRANCH 76
As of July 1, 2022 the secretary’s duties 

of UNA Branch 76 were assumed by 
Anna Koziupa

We ask all members of this Branch to direct all correspondence 
regarding membership and insurance to the address listed below:

Anna Koziupa 
26 Summit Ave 

Cedar Knolls, NJ 07927 
973-984-9132 • akoziupa@outlook.com
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With deep sorrow we announce that 
Ihor G. Kihiczak died on June 3, 2022. 
Ihor Kihiczak was born on June 8, 1938, 
to Yuriy and Olha (Lopatiak) Kihiczak 
in Zurawce, Ukraine. Ihor’s parents 
had moved to Zurawce from Lviv. His 
mother Olha’s father was a priest there. 

Within a few years, Yuriy, Olha, Ihor and his older 
sister Nadia moved to nearby Peremyshl, where 
Ihor’s brother George was born in 1943. During 
and after World War II, Ihor and his family lived in 
displaced persons camps in Germany in Mittenwald, 
Berchtesgaden, and Munich. They were an active 
part of the Ukrainian diaspora there, including with 
the scouting organization Plast.

In 1956, at age 18, Ihor emigrated with his 
parents and brother from Munich to the United 
States. They settled in Newark, New Jersey. He 
joined the United States Army in 1957 and 
advanced in record time from Army cook to military intelligence 
interrogator, in large part because of his � uency in multiple languages. 
After receiving an Honorable Discharge from the Army in 1959, Ihor 
met the love of his life, Maria Maciborskyj, at a dance (zabava) in 

Irvington, New Jersey, 
and they married on 
September 7, 1963.

Ihor earned a Bachelor of 
Arts degree from Rutgers 
University in 1967, and 
an MBA from Seton Hall 
University in 1974, while 
also working full time. 
Ihor worked as a Federal 
Agent for the United 
States from 1973 until 
his retirement in 2010. 

He obtained a C.P.A. license in 1983 and taught at 
William Paterson College. He lived in Kyiv in 1993, 
helping to establish newly independent Ukraine’s 
tax system.

Ihor and his wife Maria spent most of their married 
years in New Jersey, with summer visits to Soyuzivka 
and Wildwood Crest. They relocated to California in 
2013 to be with their two sons and four grandchildren.

Ihor enjoyed many sports activities such as soccer, 
skiing, and volleyball as both a  participant and 
spectaor. He was actively involved with his churches, 
including St. John’s Ukrainian Catholic Church in 
Newark, New Jersey, and the Nativity of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church in Los 
Angeles, California. He was also a trustee of the 
Ukrainian Cultural Center in Los Angeles.

Ihor most loved being with family. He was an 
avid chess player, challenging his grandchildren 

to frequent matches. He maintained close connections with family 
across the United States and always enjoyed sharing his sense of humor 
with them. Ihor also loved animals, was a vegetarian, closely followed 
the news and politics, and was a passionate supporter of Ukraine.

He is survived by his wife of 59 years, Maria; his two children, Taras 
and Dr. Danylo Kihiczak; his grandchildren, Alexander, Timothy, 
Katherine and Matthew; his brother, Dr. George Kihiczak; his sister-
in-law Larissa; his daughter-in-law Kristen; and many nephews and 
nieces. He is predeceased by his sister Nadia.

Parastas took place on June 10, 2022 at Hollywood Forever Funeral 
Home and Requiem Divine Liturgy took place on June 11, 2022 at 
the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church in 
Los Angeles, CA.

Вічна Йому пам’ять!
Eternal Memory!

Ihor G. Kihiczak
June 8, 1938 - June 3, 2022

only hope that Ms. Spartz is not working to 
dissuade the president from his support of 
Ukraine.

Americans must realize that members of 
Congress are merely people elected by pop-
ular vote. Their intelligence or dedication is 
not superior in any way to that of their con-
stituents. They must also realize that as 
people they may have agendas contrary to 
their mandate. Having been elected by the 
voters of Indiana’s 5th Congressional dis-
trict, Ms. Spartz should represent the inter-
ests of those people. Questioning the inter-
nal composition of a foreign government is 
not within her purview. While her duties 
may include checking and balancing the 
activities of the executive branch of the 
United States and the president, the voters 
must take into account not only her party 
affiliation but her past connections and 
biases. For instance, it is worth considering 
her campaign for Congress, a campaign 
that largely consisted of demeaning her 
homeland. She emigrated from an indepen-
dent Ukraine. Naturally, I hope that her 

electorate will see through the veil and 
send her home this coming election.

More importantly for Republican voters 
are the words of such respected members 
of the party as Sen. Mitt Romney who, as a 
candidate for the U.S. presidency in 2012, 
stressed that the gravest threat to the 
world at that time was Russia. Those words 
have proven prophetic today. Ms. Spartz, 
through her dissonance, is undermining 
that position and emboldening today’s big-
gest and most dangerous aggressor. This is 
not about Republicans and Democrats, but 
about good and evil. Ms. Spartz is on the 
side of evil. This may be unwitting on her 
part, but I personally believe not, since she 
has no record as a well-meaning political 
activist, let alone as an American lawmaker, 
of being opposed to tyranny, war crimes 
and attempted genocide.

The people of Ukraine – who are waging 
a most valiant effort in defense of freedom 
for themselves and the people of Eastern 
Europe – together with the Ukrainian 
American community are asking America 
to stand with Ukraine and stop Russian 
aggression, including war crimes and geno-
cide, notwithstanding Congresswoman 
Spartz’s smears and ulterior motives.

(Continued from page 7)
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every day that our membership would only 
strengthen the Alliance.” Mr. Zhovkva simi-
larly insisted: “We are staying the course to 
join the Alliance. Nobody will remove this 
from the agenda. NATO membership is the 
best security guarantee for Ukraine” 
(Ukrainska Pravda, June 30, July 1).

The summit’s concluding political docu-
ments came as a net disappointment to Kyiv 
(see Eurasia Daily Monitor, July 6, 7 and 8). 
According to Ukrainian officials, Kyiv was 
not included in the consultation processes 
that led to the adoption of NATO’s new 
Strategic Concept and the Summit 
Declaration in Madrid. Nevertheless, 
Ukrainian Foreign Affairs Minister Dmytro 
Kuleba and Defense Minister Oleksiy 
Reznikov addressed a joint letter to NATO 
Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg in the 
run-up to the summit, submitting Ukraine’s 
inputs for the concluding documents. As a 
non-member country, Ukraine could not 
offer official recommendations. It could 
offer only informal suggestions.

Some of the content of the Kuleba-
Reznikov letter can be pieced together 
from fragmentary disclosures to Ukrainian 
media. Kyiv hoped that the Summit 
Declaration would delineate a path for 
Ukraine to reach that “Open Door” to NATO 
membership. The letter specifically asked 
about a clearly defined path, other than the 
(evidently defunct) Membership Action 
Plan. It further suggested that the Alliance’s 
new Strategic Concept should include a 
special mention of NATO’s partnership 
with Ukraine, as well as an acknowledg-
ment that Ukraine is “a cornerstone of 
European security.” As reported, Kyiv’s let-
ter also cautioned NATO leaders that it 
would be a mistake to seek “yet another 
understanding with Russia, since the latter 

has broken all previous understandings” 
(Novoye Vremya, June 25; Ukrainska 
Pravda, June 27, 29; Dzerkalo Tyzhnia, June 
30). None of those suggestions found their 
way into the summit’s concluding political 
documents, however.

Kyiv is currently seeking to enlist a 
group of Western countries willing to pro-
vide security guarantees to Ukraine as an 
interim, suboptimal solution. Kyiv has set 
up an international advisory group, headed 
by former NATO Secretary General Anders 
Fogh Rasmussen, to work toward that solu-
tion. On July 1, at a public event in Kyiv, the 
advisory group was officially launched. 
Messrs. Yermak and Rasmussen each said 
in their opening remarks that this effort 
does not imply abandoning Ukraine’s goal 
to become a member of NATO (Ukrainska 
Pravda, July 2). President Zelenskyy under-
scored this policy in his July 7 televised 
remarks: “We are prepared to consider 
entering into any structure that would 
bring an end to the war and guarantee our 
security.” But at the same time, “there is no 
better guarantee than NATO membership 
… and Ukraine does not abandon this path” 
(Ukrainska Pravda, July 8).

The Summit Declaration “welcome[s] 
the efforts of all Allies engaged in providing 
support to Ukraine.” This alludes to the fact 
that most military support comes from 
individual allies, not from NATO collective-
ly. However, countries providing lethal 
equipment to Ukraine are pooling their 
efforts through the Ukraine Defense 
Contact Group, also known as the 
“Ramstein format” named after its inaugu-
ral meeting on the U.S. military base of the 
same name in Germany (a follow-up meet-
ing was held at NATO headquarters in 
Brussels). The Pentagon plays the de-facto 
leading role as the largest donor. The 
Ramstein format amounts to a “coalition of 
the willing,” apt to bypass NATO’s cumber-
some procedures for unanimous approval 

(Continued from page 2)

Summit shows... at the political levels (see EDM, July 8).
On the other hand, the Alliance acts col-

lectively in providing Ukraine with nonle-
thal equipment. The Madrid summit 
approved a strengthened Comprehensive 
Assistance Package (CAP) for Ukraine. It is 
“strengthened” in comparison with the 
CAP for Ukraine that had been approved at 
NATO’s 2016 Warsaw summit. That pack-
age was comprised of six sectoral Trust 
Funds, which turned out to be meagerly 
funded, and most of which fell short even 
of authorized funding levels.

The new CAP, in contrast, is consider-

ably more ambitious. Integrating the previ-
ous Trust Funds into a coherent whole, it 
envisages providing Ukraine with modern, 
NATO-standard, nonlethal equipment, such 
as secure communications gear, body 
armor, medical supplies, portable anti-
drone devices, demining equipment and 
equipment to counter chemical and biolog-
ical threats (Nato.int, July 8).

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.
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IOC president meets Zelenskyy in Kyiv, reiterates support for war-ravaged country
by Ihor N. Stelmach

As the Russian war on Ukraine continues, Thomas Bach, 
president of the International Olympic Committee (IOC), 
traveled to Kyiv for a meeting with Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy on July 3. The two spoke about how 
the unprovoked Russian full-scale war on Ukraine has 
impacted the country’s sports infrastructure and the IOC’s 
continuing recommendation that Russian and Belarusian 
athletes not be permitted to participate in sporting events. 
Mr. Bach also spoke about the IOC’s provision of more 
financial assistance for Ukrainian athletes. He was accom-
panied by Sergey Bubka, president of the National Olympic 
Committee of Ukraine, and Ukrainian Sports Minister 
Vadym Guttsait.

Mr. Bach met with some 100 Ukrainian athletes at their 
Olympic Training Center and listened to their first-hand 
account of their training experiences and their challenges 
of competing in extremely dire circumstances. He was also 
joined there by two-time Olympic sprint champion and IOC 
member Valeriy Borzov.

Mr. Bach spoke encouragingly and optimistically at the 

Training Center.
“We want to show the solidarity of the Olympic move-

ment with our friends here in the Ukrainian Olympic com-
munity because we know you are living very difficult 
moments, and we want not only to tell you, we want to show 
you, we want to reassure you that you are never alone with 
the Olympic community. We are with you with our hearts, 
with our thoughts every day, and we want to support you 
to make your Olympic dreams come true,” Mr. Bach said.

Prior to his stop at the Olympic Training Center, Mr. Bach 
visited a badly damaged sporting facility in Kyiv. He saw 
first-hand the destruction at the Avangard basketball arena 
which was hit during a Russian missile attack on Kyiv.

Mr. Bach went on to hold hour-long talks with Mr. 
Zelenskyy, who thanked the IOC leader for his support of 
Ukrainian athletes and the Ukrainian Olympic community. 
Mr. Zelenskyy also reiterated his strong support for the 
IOC’s position regarding the war on Ukraine.

Mr. Bach made it a point to thank Mr. Zelenskyy for pri-
oritizing the importance of a meeting addressing sport 
during such difficult times. Mr. Bach referenced Mr. 
Zelenskyy’s commitment to sport and the Olympic values 

as unwavering. He again reaffirmed the solidarity with the 
Ukrainian Olympic community, promising Ukrainian ath-
letes and coaches they are not alone and adding that the 
entire membership of the IOC stands by their side.

At a conference with the media, Mr. Zelenskyy wel-
comed the new strengthened initiatives from the 
International Olympic Committee that Mr. Bach announced 
during his visit. The IOC’s new actions go beyond coordi-
nating the support for more than 3,000 Ukrainian athletes 
both home and abroad. Mr. Bach committed to continue 
and even strengthen the IOC’s support for Ukrainian 
Olympians, with a special view to the 2024 Paris Olympic 
Games and the 2026 Winter Olympics in Milano Cortina 
and their qualifying events. This included the news that the 
IOC is tripling its financial assistance fund for Ukrainian 
athletes from $2.5 million to $7.5 million.

Mr. Bach also announced a future meeting in Lausanne, 
Switzerland, where he will convene with the Ukraine 
National Olympic Committee and the Sports Minister of 
Ukraine and hold a Ukrainian Sport Recovery Conference of 

FIFA, soccer’s world governing body, is allowing foreign 
players affected by Russia’s war on Ukraine to suspend 
their contracts for one full year through June 2023. The rul-
ing was in response to the announcement that Ukraine’s 
football federation is expecting to resume men’s and wom-
en’s matches in Ukraine in a safe manner this coming 
August.

Most of the foreign players contracted to Ukrainian 
clubs have fled since the Russian invasion on February 24 
with the situation remaining uncertain regarding a return 
to league play.

FIFA’s move will allow players and coaches to delay their 
return with their contracts remaining in place. This relax-
ing of the rules is also an attempt to further punish Russia.

“Should clubs affiliated to the Ukrainian Association of 
Football (UAF) or the Football Union of Russia (FUR) not 
reach a mutual agreement with their respective foreign 
players and coaches before or on June 30, 2022, and unless 
otherwise agreed in writing, these players and coaches will 
have the right to suspend their employment contracts with 
their clubs until June 30, 2023,” FIFA said in an official 
statement.

“This provision gives players and coaches the opportu-
nity to train, play and receive a salary, while protecting 
Ukrainian clubs and facilitating the departure of foreign 
players and coaches from Russia,” FIFA said.

FIFA also officially said that it “continues to condemn 
the ongoing use of force by Russia in Ukraine and calls for a 
rapid cessation of the war and a return to peace.”

Zinchenko’s talents in demand

Ukrainian soccer star Oleksandr Zinchenko may be des-
tined for English Premier League powerhouse Arsenal if 

Manchester City acquires Marc Cucurella from Brighton. 
Transfer rumors are rampant this time of the year when 
clubs reevaluate their rosters and begin planning for next 
season.

Zinchenko, who can play left-back, left midfield or cen-
tral midfield, is a priority target for Arsenal manager Mikel 
Arteta, who worked with the 26-year-old as an assistant 
coach with Manchester City. Zinchenko has been used as a 
rotational player at Manchester City, getting only 10 
Premier League match starts in 2021-2022. He would wel-
come the opportunity for more regular playing time.

It is rumored that West Ham, with fellow-Ukrainian 
Andriy Yarmolenko already in their ranks, are also intent 
on acquiring Zinchenko, as are Everton, who have their 
own Ukrainian, Vitaliy Mykolenko.

Arteta has reportedly promised Zinchenko a regular 
midfield role with Arsenal, his favorite position, in a des-
perate bid to obtain his services. The Arsenal boss is said to 
believe that Zinchenko can more than adequately replace 
injury-prone left back Kieran Tierney. Any transfer may 
come down to Arsenal’s budget for 2022-2023.

Zinchenko’s natural and preferred position of play 
remains midfield, which he plays when representing 
Ukraine’s national team. After helping Manchester City win 
another Premier League title, becoming a regular presence 
on the club and doing what was asked of him, Zinchenko’s 
departure will likely be hastened by Manchester City’s 
acquisition of Cucurella.

In Everton, midfield is an area that manager Frank 
Lampard needs to address before next season. Zinchenko’s 
vision and attacking capabilities will put him on Lampard’s 
want list, especially with the prospect of his further poten-
tial for development.

A dark horse candidate for Zinchenko’s services may be 
Newcastle United thanks to their influx of capital from the 
takeover by Saudi Arabia’s Public Investment Fund. 
Newcastle has the money to spend and may make an offer 
for the Ukrainian as part of the club’s rebuild. His versatili-
ty to play midfield and left-back would secure him a start-
ing position at St. James Park.

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@sfgsports.com.

Oleksandr Zinchenko (right) moves the ball away from 
RB Leipzig’s Emil Forsberg during a UEFA Champions 

League match on December 7, 2021.

Wikipedia

FIFA moves to protect foreign players

10-year-old raises hundreds for Armed Forces of Ukraine
by Ihor N. Stelmach

The Ukrainian people have been called courageous, 
patriotic, hard-working and heroic. Throughout their 
long history, they have been independent, freedom-lov-
ing, proud and defiant. Since the Russia launched its full-
scale war on February 24, Ukrainians have mobilized 
themselves in all possible ways to stave off the better-
equiped Russian forces invading their homeland. 
Grandfathers and grandmothers, sons and daughters, 
even young boys and girls have taken up arms, been 
trained to fight and thrown home-made bombs at the 
Russian enemy.

Some have chosen to assist the cause by raising funds 
for Ukraine’s military. There has been the story of a 
Ukrainian Olympian who used the money he received for 
selling his Olympic bronze medal to purchase a drone and 

badly needed wartime supplies. And a 14-year-old 
Ukrainian-American girl in Ohio sold custom t-shirts, 
while a Ukrainian-American Ohio State college student 
used a stair climber for many hours to raise money for 
the cause. 

But now a 10-year-old checkers champion in Ukraine 
hatched a home-made action plan to raise money for the 
Armed Forces of Ukraine (Her story was told by Ukrainian 
volunteer and politician Serhiy Prytula, organizer of a 
crowdfunding campaign for purchasing Bayraktar drones 
for the Ukrainian army).

The girl, Valeria Yezhova, is the world champion in 
checkers among girls under 10 years old. Outside a super-
market in Kyiv she offered passers-by a chance to play a 
game of checkers with her and donate money if they did 
not win their game. Yezhova collected 21,000 hryvnia 
(approximately $708), which went to the Armed Forces of 

Ukraine. She did not lose a single game.
Yezhova desperately wanted to somehow help 

Ukrainian military personnel and spent some time think-
ing about how to make it happen. When her mother mat-
ter-of-factly asked her daughter what she was best at, she 
answered playing checkers. She decided this would be her 
chosen way of helping Ukrainian soldiers.

The young lady has won 40 medals in checkers competi-
tions – so many she can no longer recall the specifics of her 
victories. After her successful fund-raising endeavor was 
broadcast over social media, young Ukrainian checkers 
players in other cities copied her initiative with their own 
checkers matches that raised donations.

The phrase Yezhova used for her fund-raising checkers 
games included a clever rhyme in Ukrainian: “Граємо, 
допома гаємо.” Taking into account Yezhova’s undefeated 
status, this could translate into, “You play, you pay.”

(Continued on page 19)
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World No. 34 women’s tennis player Anhelina Kalinina 
had hopes of going far at Wimbledon because she needed 
as much prize money as possible to help her parents and 
the Ukrainian people. The 29th seeded Ukrainian star has 
climbed up the World Tennis Association (WTA) rankings 
in 2022 and planned to allocate her winnings toward a 
rebuild of her parents’ home, which was destroyed by 
Russian forces in the first days of the war.

The 25-year-old defeated Hungary’s Anna Bondar 4-6, 
6-2, 6-4 in her opening round of play, setting up a second 
clash with fellow Ukrainian Lesia Tsurenko.

She revealed that her parents’ apartment in Irpin was 
demolished and that they were temporarily living in her 
apartment in Ukraine.

“It’s hard to focus, but it matters if I win or if I lose,” she 
said in a media session after her first-round victory. “The 
more I win, I’m not only helping my family [but] I’m help-
ing other families and other people.”

Kalinina earned $98,000 for her first-round win. A sec-
ond triumph would have increased her earnings to 
$150,000, while reaching the fourth round would have 
won her $238,000.

“You go further. You earn more money. Then I’m able to 
help, and I’m helping as much as I can and not only for my 
family. So, for me that matters,” she added. “I’m not a super-
star, so I’m helping with what I can. And it’s a lot to them 
and for me that’s huge motivation to play. Huge.”

Tsurenko told reporters that she hopes she and Kalinina 
can remind people that the war on Ukraine is still ongoing.

“We just want to remind [people] that Ukraine is in trou-
ble and we need help,” said the 33-year-old. “I think as 
many appearances [as] we have, like in sport, for example, 
for me, it’s just another way to show that we are [a] strong 
nation, to remind the world that we are here and we still 
have war and, I don’t know, in some way, we need help. We 
still need help to win this war.”

Tsurenko defeated British wild-card entry Jodie Burrage 
6-2, 6-3. Her home in Kyiv is close to an area that has been 
under attack. She has been plagued by anxiety and stress 
since the war started, feeling a tension inside of her, unable 
to rid herself of her emotions.

One of two Ukrainians would reach the third round, and 
they planned to talk about what they could do in their 
match to bring more recognition to their homeland.

Tsurenko upsets Kalinina

Tsurenko wore a blue-and-yellow colored ribbon 
pinned to her top during her 3-6, 6-4, 6-3 upset win over 
compatriot Kalinina. After the match she was quick to criti-
cize Russian “lies” pertaining to a missile strike on a shop-
ping mall, stating she personally knew people affected by 
the attack. She said both players felt “amazing support” on 
Court 12 with fans waving Ukrainian flags.

When they met at the net after their two-hour and 
31-minute endurance test in the sun, there was no conver-
sation, no hug, just a high and hasty handshake. Kalinina 
quickly left the court, her tennis bag on her right shoulder, 
water bottle in her hand, dejection in her mind.

Tsurenko wore her ribbon; Kalinina kept her ribbon on 
her bag. There was a Ukrainian flag draped behind the 
baseline, and a novelty flag bounced around the stands: the 
flag was half Union Jack, half Ukraine and it read “WE 
STAND WITH UKRAINE.” The flag belonged to special-
needs teacher Clare Radcox and her 18-year-old daughter 
from England. The two women arrived at Wimbledon hop-
ing to see one Ukrainian player and were ecstatic that they 
got to see two on one court. They felt that it was important 
to show support for Ukraine because of the agony they’ve 
felt since Russia launched its full-scale war on Ukraine.

In her post-match press conference, Tsurenko said she 
had received permission from Wimbledon management to 
wear the Ukrainian-colored ribbon, referencing the “horri-
ble things that are going on in Ukraine.”

“Especially, it’s very painful for me to see that Russian 
propaganda is just saying, for example, that shopping mall 
in Kremenchuk was not working,” she said.

“That’s a lie, because my fitness coach, he’s from that 
city. His mother-in-law … she’s working in this shopping 
center, and she was lucky that she had a day off. Him and 
his father, they were not far away from that place. … The 
father fell down because of the [shock] wave.”

A Russian missile destroyed the shopping center on 
June 27 in the central city of Kremenchuk and reportedly 
killed at least 18 civilians. The next day the Russian army 
said it had hit a nearby weapons depot with the explosion, 
sparking the blaze at the shopping center, which, according 
to the Kremlin, was “not operational” at the time.

Tsurenko admitted to feeling powerless and “very 
guilty” over the situation in her war-torn homeland.

“I feel that it seems like there is nothing I can do,” she 
said. “So, the only thing [to do] is continue playing, and, as I 
said, I donate 10 percent of my prize money.”

Tsurenko said she supported Wimbledon’s decision to 
ban Russian and Belarusian players from the Grand Slam. 
She said she had heard from only one Russian player and 
one Belarusian player, who told her they were against the 
war.

Kalinina settled for her first-round victory winnings of 
$98,000 and remained to play doubles.

Tsurenko struggles in third round

Tsurenko bowed out of Wimbledon with her third-
round loss to Jule Niemeier of Germany, admitting it was a 
day she had difficulty separating tennis from the war in her 
country. She was broken 11 times before dropping her 
match 4-6, 6-3, 3-6. She again wore a blue-and-yellow rib-

bon on her top in support of Ukraine, and could not quite 
answer for her poor performance.

“I did not feel well the whole match. I was not able to 
serve. I don’t know. I’m just very, very nervous today since I 
woke up. [A] few days like that happened to me in the last 
few months,” she said in her post-match media session.

“I think it’s just one of those days when your body and 
your mind are not your friends. … I think it’s just mental 
overload,” she said.

Tsurenko’s run to the third round equaled her best 
showing at Wimbledon in 2017 and earned her approxi-
mately $146,000. Ten percent of that amount will be sent 
back home to help with the Ukraine war effort.

Tsurenko is returning to her new home base in Italy 
near the Piatti academy near fellow-Ukrainian player 
Marta Kostyuk. She has reunited with her sister while the 
rest of her family remains in Ukraine.

Swiatek hosting charity event  
for Ukrainian children

The World Tennis Association’s (WTA) top ranked play-
er, Iga Swiatek, announced her plans to host a charity ten-
nis event to benefit Ukrainian children impacted by the 
Russian invasion and war. Swiatek made the announce-
ment on social media on June 29 from London where she 
was the top seed at Wimbledon.

The event is slated for July 23 in Swiatek’s native Poland. 
Agnieszka Radwanska, Elina Svitolina, Sergiy Stakhovsky 
and Martyn Pawelski have agreed to participate in a mixed 
doubles match and Swiatek will play Radwanska in a one-
set singles exhibition. The Ukrainian Svitolina is set to 
serve as the umpire in both matches.

“I hope that we can see each other in large numbers in 
Tauron Arena [in] Krakow and in front of the television to 
show the strength of sport when it unites us in helping and 
gives us at least a little joy,” Swiatek said in her social 
media post.

United 24, Svitolina’s foundation and UNICEF Poland are 
working in conjunction with Swiatek on the event.

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@sfgsports.com.

Kalinina’s Wimbeldon hopes end in second round

Anhelina Kalinina seen during the qualifying rounds at 
Wimbledon in 2019

Iga Swiatek of Poland, who has shown steadfast support 
for Ukraine, as seen at Roland Garros in 2019.

Lesia Tsurenko at Roland Garros during the 2022 
French Open.
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On June 21 Worldwide Olympic Partner 
Visa announced it had bestowed their Visa 
Award from the 2022 Paralympic Games in 
Beijing to the Ukraine Paralympic Team. 
Visa will donate $50,000 to the National 
Sports Committee for the Disabled of 
Ukraine and, in a broader show of support 
for Ukrainian athletes, Visa is also donating 
$50,000 to the Olympic Solidarity Fund for 
the Ukrainian Olympic Community set up 
by the International Olympic Committee, 
and $50,000 to the National Paralympic 
Committee of Ukraine (Ukrainian organiza-
tions are receiving a total of $150,000 from 
Visa). Monies donated to the Solidarity 
Fund are to be used to alleviate the impacts 
of the humanitarian crisis in Ukraine and 
directed toward the entire Ukrainian 
Olympic community.

The Ukraine Paralympic Team captivat-
ed people across the world by overcoming 
incredible obstacles to make their entrance 
at the 2022 Beijing Opening Ceremony, 
where they were welcomed with warm 
applause from the stadium audience. This 
emotional and courageous moment for 
Team Ukraine was nearly unanimously rec-
ognized by fans as the most inspiring 
moment of the Paralympic Games. The 
Ukrainian team went on to finish second in 

the medal tables at those Games.
The Visa Award was formally accepted 

by Ukraine Paralympic Team President 
Valeriy Sushkevych, who said this valuable 
prize “will help us continue our activities, 
help athletes and persons with disabilities 
in Ukraine and fight for peace in our coun-
try.”

Fans voted for the most inspiring 
moment that best exemplified the shared 
Paralympic and Visa values of friendship, 
acceptance and inspiration, and helped 
select the winner of the Visa Award.

Ukraine wins medal in swimming

Ukraine earned its first-ever FINA World 
Championship gold medal in the Team Free 
Combination Final on June 20 in Budapest, 
Hungary. The choreography, titled “A Magic 
Castle,” saw the Ukrainians move through 
formations, combinations and challenging 
hybrids quite effortlessly and smoothly, 
captivating the audience, putting forth feel-
ings of joy and magic, and impressing the 
judges. Their gold medal score of 95.0333 
points topped second place Japan (93.5667 
points) and third-place Italy (92.0333 
points).

Team Ukraine consisted of the following 
10 swimmers: Maryna Aleksiiva (age 21), 
Vladyslava Aleksiiva (21),  Olesia 
Derevianchenko (20), Marta Fiedina (20), 
Veronika Hryshko (21), Sofia Matsiievska 
(17), Daria Moshynska (14), Anhelina 
Ovchynnikova (18), Anastasiia Shmonina 
(17) and Valeriya Tyshchenko (17).

“It’s our first gold medal in this champi-
onship, so we are very excited and so proud 
of our nationality,” said Aleksiiva in a media 
session after winning gold. “We want to 
show the world how brave the Ukrainian 
people are, and we are so happy to be able 
to be here and do just that.”

In the women’s duet technical competi-
tion in artistic swimming, 21-year-old twin 
sisters Maryna and Vladyslava Aleksiiva 
won the silver medal. Ironically, the compe-
tition was won by twin sisters from China 
and the bronze medal went to a pair of trip-
let sisters from Austria. This was the first 
time a world championship podium was 
swept by twin or triplet sisters.

Romanchuk wins bronze

U k ra i n i a n  s w i m m e r  M yk h a i l o 
Romanchuk did not know if his father was 
able to see him win a bronze medal for 
Ukraine at the 2022 world swimming 
championships. His father is fighting in 
eastern Ukraine where pockets of resis-
tance are still denying Russia full military 
control of the region four months after 
unleashing its invasion. With his training 
facilities destroyed by the war, Romanchuk 
accepted an invitation from German swim-
mer Florian Wellbrock (who won the silver 
medal in the men’s 500-meter freestyle 
with Romanchuk winning bronze) to join 
him in Germany to train.

Kharkova wins gold in épée

Vlada Kharkova won the gold medal in 
the women’s épée event at the 2022 
European Fencing Championships held on 
June 17-22 in Antalya, Turkey. The 25-year-
old was the first Ukrainian woman to win 
gold in épée in 17 years. In the final, 
Kharkova defeated 2016 Italian Olympic 
silver medalist Rossella Fiamingo with a 
score of 15-10. Kharkova was also part of 
the Ukrainian foursome that won a bronze 
medal in the team épée event. Star 

Ukrainian fencer Olga Kharlan was a mem-
ber of the women’s saber team that also 
won a bronze medal. Ukraine’s men’s team 
won a silver medal in the team saber event. 
Team Ukraine finished fourth overall out of 
12 countries with four total medals in the 
six-day championship tournament.

Ukrainians sweep women’s high jump

It was truly a competition rarity when 
three Ukrainians swept the women’s high 
jump event on June 19 as part of the 
Diamond League in Paris, France. Yaroslava 
Mahuchikh claimed the gold medal with her 
new outdoor world record of 2.01 meters. 
Iryna Herashchenko won silver with a leap of 
1.98 meters and the bronze medal went to 
Yulia Levchenko who jumped 1.95 meters.

Three Ukrainian women athletes domi-
nated the competition and gained member-
ship into the world elite. Their extraordi-
nary results were magnified even more as 
the athletes also deal with the ordeal of 
performing on the world stage while their 
homeland is fighting a war.

At the age of 20, Mahuchikh has grown 
into a national symbol of Ukraine. She fled 
the war zone by car for some 60 hours in 

High jumper Iryna Heraschenko at the 
2019 Military World Games in Wuhan, 

China.

Yuliya Levchenko prepares for competi-
tion at the 2020 Summer Olympics in 

Tokyo.
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U.S., Western nations issue joint statement on Russia’s war on Ukraine and international sport
by Ihor N. Stelmach

In a joint statement, 33 Western powers 
plus Japan and South Korea renewed a 
March 8 call for no international sporting 
events to take place in Russia or Belarus 
and for their athletes to be banned from 
international competitions. In updated rec-
ommendations, the 35 nations called for 
Russian and Belarusian governing bodies 
to be suspended from international sport 
federations due to the ongoing Russian war 
on Ukraine.

They also called on event organizers to 
consider suspending broadcasts into 
Russia and Belarus.

The United States and the European 
Union have spearheaded a campaign to 
blacklist Russia in hopes of pressuring 
President Vladimir Putin, who demonstrat-
ed great pride in Russia’s hosting of the 
2014 Winter Olympics and 2018 World 
Cup.

The new joint statement called for 

events that allow Russian and Belarusian 
participation to make explicit that they do 
not represent their countries and to ban 
the use of their national flags.

The text of the press release issued by 
the U.S. State Department issued on July 5 
reads as follows.

“Russia’s unprovoked and unjustifiable 
war of choice against Ukraine, facilitated by 
the Belarusian government, is abhorrent 
and a flagrant breach of its international 
obligations. Respect for human rights and 
peaceful relations between nations form 
the foundation of international sport.

“We, as a collective of like-minded 
nations, reaffirm our statement of March 8, 
2022, and, while recognizing the autonomy 
of sporting organizations, further state our 
governments’ position that: Russian and 
Belarusian sport national governing bodies 
should be suspended from international 
sport federations; Individuals closely 
aligned to the Russian and Belarusian 
states, including but not limited to govern-

ment officials, should be removed from 
positions of influence in international sport 
federations, such as boards and organizing 
committees; National and international 
sport organizations should consider sus-
pending the broadcasting of sports compe-
titions into Russia and Belarus.

“In cases where national and interna-
tional sports organizations and other event 
organizers choose to permit sportspeople 
(athletes, officials and administrators) from 
Russia and Belarus to participate in sport-
ing events: It should be clear that they are 
not representing the Russian and 
Belarusian states; the use of official state 
Russian and Belarusian flags, emblems and 
anthems should be prohibited; Appropriate 
steps should be taken to ensure that any 
public statements made or symbols dis-
played at sporting events – by athletes, offi-
cials and administrators – are consistent 
with this approach.

“We call on all international sport feder-
ations to take account of these principles, 

applaud all those that have taken action 
already and encourage our own domestic 
sporting bodies to engage with their inter-
national federations to do so. These restric-
tions should be in place until cooperation 
under the rule-based international order 
has again become possible.

“Furthermore, we reiterate our encour-
agement for the international sport com-
munity to continue to show its solidarity 
with the people of Ukraine, including 
through supporting the continuation and 
reconstruction of Ukrainian sport where 
possible.”

The statement was signed by the follow-
ing countries: Australia, Denmark, Ireland, 
Luxembourg, Romania, Austria, Estonia, 
Italy, Malta, Slovakia, Belgium, Finland, 
Japan, Netherlands, Slovenia, Canada, 
France, Korea, New Zealand, Spain, Croatia, 
Germany, Latvia, Norway, Sweden, Cyprus, 
Greece, Liechtenstein, Poland, United 
Kingdom, Czech Republic, Iceland, 
Lithuania, Portugal and the United States.

(Continued on page 19)

Yaroslava Mahuchikh celebrates her 
bronze medal at 2020 Summer Olympics 

in Tokyo.

Sport.gov.ua, via Wikipedia
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Through August 24 Art exhibit, “Impressions of War,” Ukrainian Institute
New York of America, www.ukrainianinstitute.org

July 23 Benefit for Ukraine, “Bmore for Ukraine,” Baltimore-Odesa
Baltimore, MD  Sister City Committee, World Central Kitchen and United 
 Help Ukraine, Patterson Park (at General Casimir Pulaski
 Monument), https://bmoreforukraine.eventrbite.com

July 23 Benefit concert for Ukraine with Oksana Bilozir, 
Stamford, CT St. Basil Seminary, www.stbasilseminary.org

July 23 Fundraiser with Chef Roc to benefit Ukrainian children, 
Online Ukrainian Congress Committee of America, Hidden Oaks 
 Ranch and Studio, https://gofund.me/6e24614F

July 24 Benefit concert for Ukraine with Oksana Bilozir, Ukrainian
Whippany, NJ American Cultural Center of New Jersey, www.uaacnj.org

July 27-31 75th Convention of the Ukrainian Orthodox League, Ss. 
Carnegie, PA Peter and Paul UOL Chapter, orthodoxcarnegie.org or 
 uolofusa.org

August 20 Concert celebrating Ukraine’s 31st anniversary of
Chicago independence, Ukrainian Congress Committee of America,
 Chicago Navy Pier, www.uccaillinois.org   

August 24 Performance, Zapovid: Underground, to benefit displaced
Toronto persons from Ukraine, Ukrainian Canadian Congress
 (Toronto Branch), BCU Foundation, Lower Bay Subway
 Station, https://zapovid-underground.eventbrite.com

August 24 Flag raising celebrating Ukraine’s independence, Ukrainian
Chicago Congress Committee of America – Illinois Division,
 Richard J. Daley Center, www.uccaillinois.org

August 25 Film screening, “Recovery Room” by Adriana Luhovy, and
Knowlton, Quebec “Genocide Revealed” by Yurij Luhovy, 2022 Knowlton
 Film Festival of Cinema, 514-910-5756 or
 www.recoveryroomthemovie.com

August 27 Boston Ukrainian Festival, Ukrainian Congress Committee
Boston of America, Boston University, www.skyphilanthropy.org

August 28 Ukrainian Folk Festival, celebrating Ukraine’s 31st
Horsham, PA anniversary of renewed independence, Ukrainian American
 Sport Center – Tryzub, www.tryzub.org or 267-664-3857

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

the Olympic Movement. The issue of the 
restoration of sports infrastructure in 
Ukraine will be raised at the conference on 
the reconstruction of Ukraine in Lugano, 
Switzerland, later in July and at a special 
donor conference to be held under the aus-
pices of the IOC.

The IOC president pledged that the orga-
nization would ensure that Ukrainian ath-
letes will compete at the 2024 Games 
despite the Russian war on the country and 
that “the Ukrainian flag will fly high.”

In welcoming the IOC’s additional sup-
port, Mr. Zelenskyy stressed how “the 
Russian invasion has become a cruel shock 
for Ukrainian sports.” He mentioned how 
many Ukrainian athletes have joined the 
Ukrainian armed forces to help defend 
their country on the battlefield. Mr. 
Zelenskyy pointed out that some 89 ath-
letes and coaches have died as a result of 
military combat, while another 13 are 
being held in Russian captivity.

Mr. Zelenskyy told Mr. Bach how the 
invasion of Ukraine by Russia has decimat-
ed sport in the country: more than 100,000 
Ukrainian athletes do not have the oppor-
tunity to train because hundreds of sports 

facilities have been destroyed – both large 
infrastructure facilities and smaller ones 
based in Ukrainian schools, universities 
and sports clubs.

“I have no doubt that after our victory 
we will be able to provide all necessary 
conditions for holding international sports 
events at the highest level in Ukraine,” Mr. 
Zelenskyy said as reported by Inside the 
Games, an Olympics news website.

“Our athletes, our country, have already 
made a significant contribution to the 
development of the Olympic movement. 
But our opportunities are much greater, 
and we will certainly implement them.”

Mr. Zelenskyy again repeated to the IOC 
president Ukraine’s intention to apply for 
hosting the Olympic Games in the future.

The IOC is standing firm with its official 
position of recommending that internation-
al sports federations ban Russian and 
Belarusian athletes.

“The time has not come to lift these rec-
ommendations,” Mr. Bach said.

Mr. Zelenskyy was grateful for the news 
saying that, “It cannot be allowed that a ter-
rorist state uses sports to promote its polit-
ical interests and propaganda. While Russia 
is trying to destroy the Ukrainian people 
and conquer other European countries, its 
representatives have no place in the 
world’s sports community.”

March, traveling to Belgrade for the World 
Indoor Championships where she won the 
gold medal with her jump of 2.02 meters. 
She has not returned to Ukraine since, 
instead training at various camps in south-
ern Europe. In three Diamond League com-
petitions this year, she has three victories 
and the maximum number of points (24).

Ukraine boycotts Olympic judo event

Ukraine is boycotting international judo 
competitions in response to Russian teams 
being permitted to participate. Olympic 
qualification began on June 24 with the 
Grand Slam tournament in Mongolia.

Judo is one of the few Olympic sports in 
which Russia can still compete, although 
the Russians have been denied the privi-
lege of doing so under their national flag. 
Russian athletes are officially representing 
the International Judo Federation. The lat-
ter organization is not adhering to the 
wishes of the International Olympic 
Committee which has recommended that 
Russian and Belarusian athletes be banned 
from international competitions because of 
Russia’s war on Ukraine.

Prior to the Grand Slam in Mongolia, 
Russia had elected not to compete at any 
international judo events for “logistics and 
safety” reasons. Russia entered 24 athletes 
for the Mongolian Grand Slam. This compe-
tition is the first to count toward qualifica-
tion for the 2024 Paris Olympics.

“Everybody who follows world sport a 

small way understands that Russian ath-
letes are a key part of this country’s aggres-
sive propaganda politics,” Ukrainian Judo 
Federation President Mykhailo Koshliak 
wrote in an open letter dated June 23.

“Speaking of Russia and sport, it is by no 
means possible to say that ‘sport is out of 
politics.’ The silence of Russian and 
Belarusian athletes and coaches supports 
the war against Ukraine and kills thou-
sands of Ukrainian citizens,” he wrote.

Koshliak went on to suggest that 11 of 
the 24 Russian competitors in Mongolia 
were “active representatives of the Russian 
Armed Forces” and held military ranks. 
One of them is Madina Taimazova who 
received a congratulatory note from the 
Russian Defense Ministry after winning a 
bronze medal at the Tokyo Olympics last 
year with her rank listed as that of warrant 
officer.

The International Judo Federation (IJF) 
has argued it is preventing discrimination 
by allowing Russians to compete and said it 
would punish any athlete who demonstrate 
“political vindication or unsportsmanlike 
attitude.”

In a statement reported by the 
Associated Press, IJF general director Vlad 
Marinescu said “the International Judo 
Federation is against war, against any kind 
of violence, as well as hate and discrimina-
tion. Sport is not politics; sport is a bridge 
between different cultures. Our values are 
the values of sport where there is no room 
for politics.”

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@
sfgsports.com.
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Guterres said the meeting – the first face-to-
face between the two sides since March – 
was an “important and substantive step” 
toward a comprehensive deal to resume 
exports of Ukraine grain through Black Sea 
ports. “Next week, hopefully, we’ll be able to 
have a final agreement. But, as I said, we still 
need a lot of goodwill and commitments by 
all parties,” he told reporters in New York. 
While the outcome demonstrates that 
Ukraine and Russia can hold talks, “for 
peace we still have a long way to go.” 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
acknowledged “some progress” in the nego-
tiations. “We are indeed making significant 
efforts to restore the supply of food to the 
world market. And I am grateful to the 
United Nations and Turkey for their respec-
tive efforts,” he said in a video address. 
Success is necessary not just for Ukraine but 
the whole world, he added. A Russian 
Defense Ministry spokesperson said 
Moscow had presented a package of pro-
posals for a “speedy, practical resolution of 
this issue” during the meeting, the Interfax 
news agency reported. The first day of the 
planned four-day meeting came with the 
backdrop of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine 
and its seizure of ports on the Black Sea that 
were previously used to export Ukrainian 
wheat. The meeting came with Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine in its fifth month and 
with the seizure of its ports on the Black Sea 
raising worries about hunger among people 
in Africa and the Middle East. Ukraine is a 
major exporter of wheat and other grains 
such as barley and maize and sunflower 
seeds. Kyiv has estimated that up to 25 mil-
lion tons of grain are currently blocked in its 
ports. The negotiators hope for a solution 
that would empty the silos in time for 
upcoming harvest in Ukraine. Some grain 
currently is being transported through 
Europe by rail, road and river, but the 
amount is small compared with what could 
be exported through sea routes. Many in 

Ukraine and the West have accused Moscow 
of attempting to export grain it has stolen 
from Ukrainian farmers in regions under its 
control. Diplomats have said a plan being 
discussed includes having Ukrainian vessels 
guiding grain ships in and out through port 
waters that its forces have mined to prevent 
a feared amphibious assault by Russian 
forces. The plan would also entail Russia 
agreeing to a truce while shipments move 
and Turkey – with U.N. assistance – would 
inspect ships to allay Russian fears of weap-
ons smuggling. Despite being a member of 
NATO, Ankara has maintained good rela-
tions with the Kremlin. Turkey said it has 20 
merchant ships waiting in the Black Sea 
region that could be quickly loaded with 
grain and moved on to world markets. 
(RFE/RL, with reporting by AFP, AP and 
Reuters)

U.S., World Bank provide $1.7 billion

The U.S. government said it and the 
World Bank will provide Ukraine with an 
additional $1.7 billion in assistance to pay 
the salaries of its health-care workers and 
provide other essential services following 
Russia’s invasion of the country. The 
announcement on July 12 said the money 
from the U.S. Agency for International 
Development (USAID), the U.S. Treasury 
Department and the World Bank is aimed 
at alleviating the budget shortages caused 
by Russian President Vladimir Putin’s “bru-
tal war of aggression,” USAID said in a 
statement. Ukrainian Health Minister 
Viktor Liashko said paying the salaries of 
health workers is becoming more difficult 
“due to the overwhelming burden of war.” 
He said that “$1.7 billion is not just yet 
another financial support. It is an invest-
ment that makes us a step closer to victory.” 
USAID has so far given $4 billion in budget-
ary support to the Ukrainian government, 
with the funds being used for maintaining 
gas and electricity supplies to hospitals and 
schools, getting humanitarian supplies to 
citizens and paying the salaries of civil ser-
vants and teachers, the organization said. 
(RFE/RL, based on reporting by AP)
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