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Tasked with staying in his country, one Ukrainian father has yet to meet his recently-born child
by Roman Tymotsko

LVIV – In a few days Andrii Burda, 30, a 
senior engineering manager at a Ukrainian 
tech company, will celebrate three months 
since the birth of his first child, Eva. But, as 
his wife, Iryna, was forced to flee the coun-
try and the war launched against the 
Ukrainian people by Russian President 
Vladimir Putin on February 24, Mr. Burda 
has never even met his little girl.

He is among many Ukrainian fathers 
who have yet to see their children born 
after the war began.

The Burdas had been trying to have 
children for several years.

“It wasn’t easy for us to get pregnant; 
we were seeing a doctor for consultations. 
We worked on this for three years. The 
moment when we knew that Ira was preg-
nant was one of the happiest moments of 
our lives. I had tears in my eyes at that 
moment,” Mr. Burda said.

It was September 2021, and the Burdas 
couldn’t imagine that Russia would attack 
Ukraine in less than half a year.

“My mindset changed since Ira got preg-
nant. I started feeling responsible for the 
three of us, including our future child. 
When we first noticed signs of an imminent 
invasion, I started preparing myself for the 
possibility of the war. Closer to February, 
our preparations became more practical. 
We saved money, prepared our grab-and-
go bag, bought some essential food and a 
reserve of water,” Mr. Burda said.

His wife wasn’t too anxious from the 
news of the imminent invasion. She was 
surprised when Mr. Burda started discuss-
ing with her an emergency plan on 
February 23, the night before the war 
began. When they were discussing the 
possibility of a big war, the couple couldn’t 
imagine that it could affect their child’s 
birth.

“We planned [to have] the birth in Lviv 
because we are satisfied with the quality 
of medical treatment. We considered 
options abroad but wanted it to happen in 
Ukraine,” Mr. Burda said.

The morning of February 24 started for 
Andrii before 7 a.m.

“My phone was ringing nonstop. It was 
a call from work. I woke up, heard air raid 
sirens and understood everything at that 
moment. I think I was prepared that this 
could happen anytime. To my surprise, Ira 
was already awake but did not know that 
the war had started,” Mr. Burda said.

“I told her what was happening, and we 
sat down to talk. I needed to calm her 
down and explain that there was no direct 
danger to us, at least not yet. Nevertheless, 
we needed to be prepared for everything, 
so I told her to pack our things. Then I 
went to my company’s office for an emer-
gency meeting. I was there from 7 a.m. till 
the afternoon,” Mr. Burda said.

When Mr. Burda returned from the 
office, he told his wife they were going to 
Poland. Their things were packed, so they 
got into a car and moved toward the bor-
der. However, they were among thousands 
of families that made the same decision on 
the first day of the full-scale invasion.

By 10 p.m., Mr. Burda understood that 

RFE/RL

The first lady of Ukraine requested more 
defensive weapons from the United States 
that can be used to prevent Russian air 
strikes that “kill children in their strollers” 
and that can protect Ukrainians from 
Russian “terrorist attacks.”

Olena Zelenska, who was on a visit to 
Washington, spoke to members of 
Congress on July 20 at the U.S. Capitol, say-
ing Ukraine was grateful for the military aid 
that the United States has sent thus far but 
now specifically needs air-defense systems.

Ukraine’s first lady appeals for more weapons 
in address to members of Congress

As Moscow struggles to achieve ‘minimal gains’

(Continued on page 9)

RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service

The Ukrainian military used modern 
Western-made artillery to strike and seri-
ously damage a strategic bridge in Moscow-
occupied southern Ukraine as Russia’s top 
diplomat warned that Moscow’s “geo-
graphical” objectives in the war had 
changed and now extend beyond the previ-
ously stated goal of occupying the eastern 
Donetsk and Luhansk regions.

Kirill Stremousov, the Moscow-appointed 
deputy head of the military-civilian adminis-
tration of the region, told TASS on July 20 
that about nine missiles fired from U.S.-
made HIMARS systems hit the Antonivskiy 
bridge in Kherson, a key link for supplying 
Russian troops in southern Ukraine.

“The bridge is very badly damaged. It is 
reparable but will require time. We will 
probably have to halt traffic,” Mr. Stremou-
sov said, adding that there were no casual-
ties.

The information could not be indepen-
dently confirmed.

The 1.4-kilometer-long bridge is the 
main one across the Dnieper River and if 
it’s rendered unusable it would be hard for 
the Russian military to keep supplying its 
forces in the region. The strike, which could 

not be independently confirmed, was the 
second in as many days.

British military intelligence said in its 
daily bulletin on July 20 that the bridge 
remained “a key vulnerability” for 
Moscow’s forces.

In the eastern region of the Donbas, 
British intelligence said Ukrainian defend-
ers continued to hold the line against supe-
rior Russian forces who only make “mini-
mal gains.”

The bulletin said that control of Dnipro 
River crossings was likely to become a key 
factor in the outcome of fighting in the 
Russia-controlled areas west of the Dnipro 
River, which include the key city of 
Kherson, which is “politically and symboli-
cally important for Russia.”

Apparently unable to achieve substantial 
gains on the battlefield, Russian forces have 
resorted to pummeling cities and settle-
ments elsewhere across Ukraine with mis-
sile strikes and artillery barrages.

Kyiv has accused Russian forces of hav-
ing intensified long-distance strikes on tar-
gets far from the front, killing large num-
bers of civilians. Moscow says it is hitting 
military targets.

Ukraine strikes key bridge  
in Russia-occupied territory

(Continued on page 3)

 Ukraine’s first lady, Olena Zelenska, was presented with flowers by U.S. President 
Joe Biden and first lady Jill Biden (center) during her visit to the White House on 

July 19.

Office of the President of Ukraine

Andrii Burda (top) speaks with his wife, 
Iryna, and his first child, Eva, via video 

conference.

Courtesy of Andrii Burda

(Continued on page 15)
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Creditors grant Ukraine’s request

Ukraine has asked its international cred-
itors to freeze its debt payments for two 
years so it can use its financial resources in 
the war against Russia. The request was 
quickly backed on July 20 by Canada, 
France, Germany, Japan, Britain and the 
United States, which announced their coor-
dinated suspension of debt service shortly 
after Ukraine made its request. “We, the 
Group of Creditors of Ukraine, express soli-
darity with and support for Ukraine as it 
defends itself against Russia’s unjustified, 
unprovoked and illegal war of aggression,” 
the six countries said in a statement. U.S. 
Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen welcomed 
the decision and urged other official and 
private creditors to join the effort. “I reiter-
ate the call to all other bilateral official and 
private creditors to join this initiative and 
assist Ukraine as it defends itself from 
Russia’s unprovoked and brutal war, which 
has had a devastating impact on Ukraine’s 
people and economy, with spillover effects 
throughout the world,” Ms. Yellen said. It is 
estimated that the debt freeze could save 
Ukraine around $5 billion over the deferral 
period. Ukrainian Finance Minister Serhiy 
Marchenko said earlier that the debt-sus-
pension plan had also received “explicit 
indications of support” from some of the 
world’s biggest investment funds, including 
BlackRock, Fidelity, Amia Capital and 
Gemsstock. Facing an estimated 35 percent 
to 45 percent crash in GDP this year follow-
ing Moscow’s invasion in February, 
Ukraine’s Finance Ministry said on July 20 
it was hoping to finalize the deferral on its 
roughly $20 billion of debt by August 9. The 
delay comes just in time for Ukraine to put 
off around $1.2 billion of debt payments 
due at the start of September. The govern-
ment’s proposal, posted on its website, said 
all its bond-interest payments would be 
deferred under the plan. To avoid what 
would be classed as a hard default, it also 
offered lenders additional interest pay-
ments once the freeze ends. “The disrup-
tion to fiscal cash flows and increased 
demands on government resources caused 
by the war has created unprecedented 
liquidity pressures and debt-servicing diffi-
culties,” the ministry said. Ukraine has esti-
mated that the costs of the war combined 
with lower tax revenues has left a $5 bil-

lion-a-month fiscal shortfall. Economists 
calculate that pushes the annual deficit to 
25 percent of GDP, compared with just 3.5 
percent before the conflict. Researchers 
from the Kyiv School of Economics estimate 
that it will take more than $100 billion to 
rebuild Ukraine’s infrastructure. (RFE/RL, 
with reporting by Reuters)

Foreign affairs ministers make surprise trip

The foreign affairs ministers of the 
Czech Republic, Austria and Slovakia have 
made a surprise visit to Kyiv in a show of 
support for Ukraine as it battles to repel an 
invasion launched by Russia five months 
ago. Czech Foreign Affairs Minister Jan 
Liptavsky posted a short video of his arrival 
in the Ukrainian capital on July 20, saying 
he expected to meet with Ukrainian leaders 
during the day after being met at the train 
station by staff from the Czech Embassy. 
“Devastating to see what #Russia’s brutal 
war of aggression has been doing to this 
beautiful country and its people. We will 
continue to #StandWithUkraine,” Austrian 
Foreign Affairs Minister Alexander 
Schallenberg added in a separate tweet. 
The Austrian television channel PULS 24 
TV reported that Slovak Foreign Affairs 
Minister Ivan Korcok had also arrived to 
join the visit. The ministers did not release 
a detailed itinerary of their visit, though 
many diplomats and leaders from around 
the world have traveled to Ukraine since 
Russia launched its invasion in late 
February to show support for the belea-
guered country and survey the damage 
caused by the war so far. (RFE/RL)

Russia placed on U.S. human trafficking report

The United States has placed Russia on a 
list of countries engaged in human traffick-
ing or forced labor, the U.S. State 
Department said on July 19. Russia was 
also placed on a list of countries whose 
security forces or government-backed 
armed groups recruit or use child soldiers. 
Russia appears throughout the depart-
ment’s annual report on human trafficking, 
which assesses how 188 countries and ter-
ritories, including the United States, are 
performing in terms of preventing traffick-
ing, protecting victims and prosecuting 

(Continued on page 14)

 NEWS ANALYSIS

by Paul Goble
Eurasia Daily Monitor

Faced with mounting combat losses in 
Ukraine and Russian President Vladimir 
Putin’s threat to expand the size of Russian 
forces there, the absence of a general mobi-
lization plan undermines the Kremlin lead-
er’s claims and could trigger more domes-
tic opposition (Meduza, May 5). As such, 
Moscow is now turning to the regions and 
republics to procure more volunteers for 
the Russian army and to form regionally 
based battalions similar to what Ramzan 
Kadyrov has done in Chechnya. The center 
is devoting enormous resources to both 
now that the spring draft is ending, but 
problems persist with each approach. The 
recruitment effort outside Moscow and 
other major cities has not attracted as 
many as the center appears to have hoped, 
forcing Moscow to offer ever more gener-
ous pay packages and to extend the age 
range of those who can sign up. 
Furthermore, the new push for regions and 
republics to form their own military units, 
while popular in some quarters, is sparking 
concerns that such units could allow some 
federal subjects to become more indepen-
dent in their actions as Chechnya has, or 
even lead to the transformation of a foreign 
war into a civil one.

The Russian government has released 
only scant details about its losses in 
Ukraine, although it seems clear they are 

mounting. The Kremlin has also been short 
on specifics about draft resistance or refus-
al of soldiers to be sent to Ukraine, 
although these seem to be increasing as 
well (TRT Russian, May 13). Additionally, 
Moscow has not provided any information 
about the exact size of its forces in Ukraine 
or any plans it may have for expanding its 
military presence there.

But some information has surfaced. One 
Russian Duma deputy says that the Russian 
army in Ukraine numbers no more than 
“about 200,000” and that, even with forces 
from the so-called Donetsk People’s 
Republic and Luhansk People’s Republic, 
Moscow does not have more than 250,000 
soldiers at its disposal – a number Moscow 
analysts say is inadequate if Russia is to 
defeat the Ukrainian army in the field and 
achieve Putin’s war aims (Politnavigator.
net, May 3; Svpressa.ru, July 10).

The spring draft, which appears set to 
meet the 134,500 target – 7,000 more men 
than answered the call last fall – Moscow 
announced earlier this year without mas-
sive violations of the population’s rights, 
will likely allow the Russian Defense 
Ministry to cover losses. However, it will 
not allow the Kremlin to expand its forces 
in Ukraine, given that Russian law prohibits 
the use of draftees in foreign wars – a ban 
that the Russian government has violated 
but not massively since invading Ukraine 

Moscow turns to regions to replace
losses and boost forces in Ukraine
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by Kseniya Kirillova
Eurasia Daily Monitor

Pro-Kremlin sociologists record an 
extremely low level of protest activity in 
Russia against the background of the 
Ukrainian war. In particular, the Social 
Opinion Fund notes that only about 15 to 
25 percent of citizens are inclined to 
express open disagreement in today’s 
Russia (Media.fom.ru, July 8). Telegram 
channels loyal to the Kremlin connect this 
tendency to social disapproval with pro-
tests in a time of war, sanctions from the 
authorities and the elimination of non-sys-
temic opposition from the internal Russian 
information space (Tgstat.ru, July 10).

However, an influential group is infor-
mally forming in the country that has 
authority among the “pro-Putin majority” 
and simultaneously allows itself to criticize 
the government at times. These are those 
who directly, or indirectly, engage in the 
Russian-Ukrainian war on the Russian side: 
war correspondents, the most odious pro-
pagandists, leaders of pro-Russian “mili-
tias,” volunteers and the like.

They are of a wholly radical character, 
demanding that the war be “conducted to a 
victorious end” and vowing loyalty to the 
Russian army (Komsomolskaya pravda, 
April 1). These are the people the Kremlin 
bets on in its militaristic propaganda, por-
traying them as “heroes of contemporary 
Russia” (Novorosinform.org, March 4). 
However, in recent months, this group is 
beginning to strongly criticize Moscow’s 
actions.

For example, following Russian-
Ukrainian negotiations in Istanbul on 
March 29, many propagandists began a 

massive information campaign accusing 
participants in the talks of “treason” and 
“surrendering national interests” (The 
Insider, March 29). The extent to which this 
was a government-coordinated effort is 
unknown, but, in large part, it became the 
primary justification for ending the negoti-
ations (Regnum, March 29).

Several war correspondents have gone 
even further and threatened the Kremlin 
with a “coup” over “unjustified bans” on 
war coverage (EADaily.com, May 3). Some 
Kremlin political scientists have expressed 
concern that soon overly freedom-loving 
correspondents will be “forced into obedi-
ence,” as they become overly popular to 
“new Russian politicians” in expressing the 
interests of ordinary people. And, ultimate-
ly, the system does not like “upstarts” 
(Tgstat.ru, July 10).

As early as 2014, Moscow officials began 
addressing the potential risk of a radical 
Russian minority from the war with 
Ukraine returning home and becoming 
problematic. In this regard, Ukrainian 
experts declared that the Russian special 
services were behind the murders of the 
“heroes of the Donbas militia” and the lead-
er of the self-proclaimed Donetsk People’s 
Republic, Alexander Zakharchenko, 
attempting, in the process, to place people 
more loyal to the Kremlin in those posi-
tions (DSNews, August 31, 2018).

Indeed, Russian authorities preferred to 
“ignore” these deaths and did not investi-
gate the murders (Gazeta.ru, October 17, 
2016). At the time, militaristic propaganda 
had not yet reached its zenith, and the 
number of Russians personally involved in 

Is a military coup expected in Russia?

(Continued on page 14)

(Continued on page 19)
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Russia shelling Ukrainian cities as death toll mounts in conflict

Ukrainian oligarch wins U.S. lawsuit against Russian-American lobbyist over Trump inauguration tickets

RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service

Russia’s military kept up its relentless artillery bom-
bardment of civilian-populated areas as the death toll from 
fighting in the east and south of Ukraine continued to climb 
amid what Kyiv said were failed attempts by Russian forces 
to gain ground.

Ihor Terekhov, the mayor of Kharkiv, said one of the 
most densely populated areas of Ukraine’s second-largest 
city was being shelled, while the regional governor said 
two people had been killed and 19 wounded. Russia denies 
targeting civilians.

Russian forces also bombarded a residential area of 
Nikopol, a city south of Zaporizhia, killing at least two 
civilians and wounding nine others overnight, including 
several children.

The head of the military administration of the eastern 

Donetsk region, Pavlo Kyrylenko, urged people to evacuate, 
saying Russian forces had destroyed schools in Kramatorsk 
and Kostiantynivka and shelled the industrial part of 
Kramatorsk and central Bakhmut.

Vitaly Kim, head of the southern Mykolayiv region’s 
administration, said it had been targeted with seven S300 
missiles, with one person wounded and damage done to 
infrastructure, energy facilities and storage areas.

Ukraine’s armed forces said they engaged Russian 
troops in the south and east of the country, killing more 
than 100 enemy combatants.

The Ukrainian military also reported heavy Russian shell-
ing on the front line in the east amid what they said were 
largely failed attempts by Russian ground forces to advance.

The Russian-installed administration in the partially 
occupied Ukrainian region of Zaporizhia said Ukraine had 
conducted a drone strike on a nuclear power station there 

but the reactor was not damaged.
The reports could not be independently verified.
British military intelligence, meanwhile, said on July 21 

that Russian forces and Moscow-backed separatists contin-
ue to attempt small-scale assaults along the front line in 
the east.

Russian forces are likely closing in on Ukraine’s second-
biggest power plant at Vuhlehyrska, some 50 kilometers 
northeast of Donetsk, as Moscow appears to be prioritizing 
the capture of critical national infrastructure, British intel-
ligence said in its daily bulletin.

The latest fighting came as Russian Foreign Affairs 
Minister Sergei Lavrov said on July 20 that the Kremlin has 
expanded its military “tasks” in Ukraine beyond the east-
ern Donbas region and will keep pushing further if the 

by Mike Eckel
RFE/RL

A Russian-American businessman known for his politi-
cal fundraising and lobbying has lost a lawsuit brought by a 
Ukrainian developer who sued him over promised-but-
never-delivered tickets to former U.S. President Donald 
Trump’s 2017 inauguration.

The U.S. District Court ruling against Yuri Vanetik con-
cludes a subplot that emerged early in the Trump presi-
dency amid scrutiny over his business dealings in Russia, 
the special counsel investigation into Russian election 
interference and Ukrainian lobbying of the Trump White 
House.

In his lawsuit filed in 2019, Pavel Fuks, a Ukrainian-
Russian developer, accused Mr. Vanetik of defrauding him 
after Mr. Fuks paid $200,000 for what he thought would be 
exclusive tickets to Mr. Trump’s inauguration two years 
earlier.

Mr. Vanetik did not provide the promised tickets, Mr. 
Fuks alleged, and instead he ended up watching the inau-
guration at a bar in a Washington, D.C., hotel.

Judge Fernando Aenlle-Rocha of the California federal 
court ultimately found Mr. Fuks’ evidence, which included 
WhatsApp messages and e-mails, persuasive, and on July 
19 ordered Mr. Vanetik to refund Mr. Fuks’ $200,000.

“The defendant did not provide any tickets for a cabinet 
dinner, the inaugural parade, the inaugural concert and 
fireworks, or for the presidential swearing-in ceremony,” 
the judge wrote. “Similarly, while defendant sent a car to 
deliver plaintiff to an event in a midrise building overlook-
ing the Capitol, that event appears to have ended by the 
time plaintiff and his guests arrived.”

In a message to RFE/RL, Mr. Vanetik said he planned to 
appeal the ruling. He also noted that he filed a separate, 
countersuit in state court in 2021, accusing Mr. Fuks of def-
amation, fraud and being “a notorious criminal, specializ-
ing in transnational money laundering, fraudulent schemes 
and extortion,” and being “an agent of Russian intelligence.”

That case is still pending.

Mr. Fuks could not be immediately reached for com-
ment.

U.S. law forbids foreign nationals from buying tickets to 
attend U.S. presidential inaugurations and the official par-
ties that are hosted by political committees. The prohibi-
tion is aimed at curbing foreign influence on presidential 
administrations.

Still, foreigners get around that prohibition and routine-
ly attend inaugurations as guests of American donors, 
which is allowed.

In the months after Mr. Trump’s inauguration, federal 
prosecutors investigated whether foreigners illegally fun-
neled money to Mr. Trump’s inaugural committee.

The chairman of Mr. Trump’s inauguration, Thomas 
Barrack, was questioned by Special Counsel Robert 
Mueller about financing for the inauguration and foreign 
donations. Mr. Barrack was later indicted on related charg-
es of illegal lobbying as a foreign agent.

Mr. Vanetik, a Russian-born U.S. citizen, has been a fix-
ture in Republican politics in California for years, raising 
money and lobbying congressional Republicans, including 
former Representative Dana Rohrabacher.

In December 2016, a month after Mr. Trump’s election, 

Mr. Vanetik opened a Kyiv office for a lobbying company 
called Medowood. He later registered with the U.S. Justice 
Department as a foreign agent representing a Ukrainian 
businessman named Valeriy Babych.

Mr. Fuks, meanwhile, is a longtime real estate developer 
from the eastern Ukrainian city of Kharkiv who in 2017 
hired Rudy Giuliani to help lobby in the United States on 
behalf of Kharkiv, and Ukraine more broadly.

Mr. Giuliani later worked as Mr. Trump’s personal law-
yer and worked with other Ukrainian figures to dig up 
information that would be embarrassing to former Vice 
President Joe Biden. Mr. Giuliani’s efforts ultimately led to 
Mr. Trump’s first impeachment in 2019.

Years earlier, Mr. Fuks, who earned millions building real 
estate in Moscow in the 2000s and later invested in oil and 
gas projects in Ukraine, negotiated with Mr. Trump over 
the possibility of building a Trump-branded skyscraper in 
Moscow. The negotiations ended unsuccessfully.

Other criminal proceedings that grew out of investiga-
tions into Mr. Trump’s inauguration included that of 
Washington lobbyist Samuel Patten, who pleaded guilty to 
helping a Ukrainian oligarch illegally purchase four tickets 
to Mr. Trump’s inauguration and illegally working as a lob-
byist for Ukrainian politicians without registering as a for-
eign agent.

The Ukrainian oligarch in question was later identified 
as Serhiy Lyovochkin, who was allied with the Opposition 
Bloc, a pro-Russian Ukrainian political party.

Mr. Patten worked closely with a Russian-American lob-
byist named Rinat Akhmetshin, who was later identified as 
the person who purchased the tickets on behalf of Mr. 
Lyovochkin.

Mr. Akhmetshin, who was questioned by Mueller inves-
tigators, has not been charged with a crime.

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted with the permis-
sion of Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut 
Ave. NW, Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see https://
www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-oligarch-lawsuit-trump-inaugura-
tion/31953596.html).

Pavel Fuks as seen in a photo taken in 2017.
Wikipedia

Russian Foreign Affairs Minister Sergei Lavrov told the 
RIA Novosti news agency and state-controlled RT television 
in a joint interview that the Kremlin had expanded the scope 
of what it calls its “special military operation” to include the 
Kherson and Zaporizhia regions and other territories 
because geographical realities had changed since Russian 
and Ukrainian negotiators held peace talks in Turkey in 
late March that failed to produce any breakthrough.

“Now the geography is different; it’s far from being just 
the Donetsk and Luhansk people’s republics,” Mr. Lavrov 
said, using the name separatists use for the Moscow-
backed, internationally unrecognized breakaway entities in 
eastern Ukraine. “It’s also the Kherson and Zaporizhia 
regions and a number of other territories.”

He added that, if the West kept sending Ukraine modern 
long-range artillery weapons such as the HIMARS missile 
systems, “that means the geographical tasks will extend 
still further from the current line.”

Mr. Lavrov’s statement came a day after the White 

House said Russia is laying the groundwork for the annexa-
tion of more Ukrainian territory and is installing illegiti-
mate proxy leaders in areas of the country under its con-
trol.

John Kirby, spokesman for the U.S. National Security 
Council, told a White House news briefing on July 19 that 
the Russians plan to organize “sham referenda” in the 
areas it has seized, possibly as early as September, and are 
preparing to establish the ruble as the default currency and 
force residents to apply for citizenship.

The areas targeted for annexation include Kherson, 
Zaporizhia and all of Donetsk and Luhansk.

He said he was “exposing” the Russian plans “so the 
world knows that any purported annexation is premeditat-
ed, illegal and illegitimate.”

Mr. Kirby said the United States would respond to 
Russia’s actions “swiftly and severely and in lockstep with 
our allies and partners.” The response will include be sanc-
tions on Russian-installed “puppets and proxies,” he said.

Mr. Kirby also said that in the next few days the United 
States will announce a new weapons package for Ukraine. 
The aid is expected to include more HIMARS systems.

President Volodymyr Zelenskyy told Ukrainians in his 

regular video address late on July 19 that Kyiv is establish-
ing a parliamentary commission to regulate the use of the 
weapons received from the West.

Mr. Zelenskyy appeared to be responding to news 
reports that some Western officials were concerned that 
Western weaponry might end up being sold on the black 
market or smuggled out of the country.

Some U.S. lawmakers in Washington have criticized the 
Pentagon for not adequately monitoring U.S-supplied 
weaponry to Ukraine.

‘I want to emphasize: there is no ground for any claims 
to our state in this regard,” he said.

“But to eliminate all fabrications being made by Russian 
propagandists and those who help them in Ukraine or else-
where, this additional parliamentary apparatus will be 
established,” he added.

(With reporting by AFP, Reuters, BBC, CNN and AP)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted with the permis-
sion of Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut 
Ave. NW, Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see https://
www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-western-weapons-change-bal-
ance/31949775.html).

(Continued from page 1)

Ukraine strikes...

(Continued on page 7)
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U.S. to send Ukraine four more HIMARS as Russia says goals now go beyond Donbas

Why Russian soldiers are refusing to fight in the war on Ukraine

RFE/RL

The United States will send four more 
high-mobility artillery rocket systems 
(HIMARS) to Ukraine, U.S. Defense 
Secretary Lloyd Austin said, after Russian 
Foreign Affairs Minister Sergei Lavrov said 
Moscow’s military “tasks” in Ukraine now 
go beyond the eastern Donbas region.

Mr. Austin told journalists at the 
Pentagon that Ukraine had made excellent 
use of the HIMARS that Washington had 
sent thus far, and their impact can be seen 
on the battlefield.

“Russia is keeping up its relentless shell-
ing, and that’s a cruel tactic that harkens 
back to the horrors of World War I. So, 
Ukraine needs the firepower and the 
ammunition to withstand this barrage and 
to strike back,” he said.

HIMARS have a longer range and are 
more precise than the Soviet-era artillery 
that Ukraine had in its arsenal, and 

Ukrainian officials have said their deploy-
ment has been critical in the fight to repel 
Russian troops and to strike their supply 
lines.

Ukrainian Defense Minister Oleksiy 
Reznikov on July 19 asked Washington to 
send more HIMARS, saying Kyiv’s forces 
had used them to destroy some 30 Russian 
command stations and ammunition depots.

Mr. Reznikov and other Ukrainian 
defense officials participated in the Ukraine 
Defense Contact Group meeting on July 20, 
saying afterward that he and his colleagues 
drew three conclusions from the meeting: 
there is no war “fatigue” among allies back-
ing Ukraine, there is an understanding that 
the security of all of Europe not just 
Ukraine is at stake, and many of Ukraine’s 
partners are prepared to train its soldiers.

The four additional HIMARS will bring to 
16 the number sent by the United States. 
Mr. Austin said the new package would also 
include ammunition for multiple-launch 

rocket systems (MLRS) that can precisely 
strike targets up to 80 kilometers away.

Mr. Austin said at the start of a virtual 
meeting with allies that the United States 
would continue to find innovative ways to 
support the Armed Forces of Ukraine and 
will tailor the assistance to ensure that 
Ukraine has the technology, ammunition 
and “sheer firepower” to defend itself.

The United States has provided $8 bil-
lion in security assistance since the war 
began.

Mr. Lavrov’s comments earlier in an 
interview with Russian state media were 
the clearest acknowledgment yet that 
Moscow has expanded its war goals.

Mr. Lavrov also said peace talks made no 
sense at the moment because Western gov-
ernments were leaning on Ukraine to fight 
rather than negotiate.

Mr. Austin said Mr. Lavrov’s comments 
were not a surprise and appeared to be 
aimed at the Russian population.

“I think he’s talking to the people in 
Russia who have been ill-informed 
throughout,” Mr. Austin told reporters.

Nearly five months after President 
Vladimir Putin ordered the full-scale war on 
Ukraine, Russian forces are grinding through 
the Donbas region of eastern Ukraine and 
occupy around a fifth of the country.

U.S. Gen. Mark Milley, chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, said the Donbas region 
had not been lost by Ukrainians yet and 
described it as a “grinding war of attrition.”

About 200 Ukrainian forces had been 
trained on the HIMARS and none of the sys-
tems had been destroyed by Russian forces, 
Mr. Milley said at a news conference.

A number of options are under consider-
ation to further help Ukrainian troops, 
including training for pilots, but no decision 
has been made, Mr. Milley said.

Earlier on July 20, Mr. Lavrov told 

by Timofei Rozhanskiy
RFE/RL

For four and a half months, Corp. Ilya 
Kaminsky and his fellow soldiers from the 
11th Separate Air Assault Brigade have 
waged war, as part of the grinding Russian 
military offensive that has slowly pushed 
Ukrainian troops back in eastern Ukraine.

By early July, Mr. Kaminsky said he’d had 
enough: He refused to fight, one of 78 sol-
diers from his brigade who have refused 
orders.

“I’m morally exhausted. There is abso-
lutely no trust in the authorities and the 
higher command, from the very first word,” 
Mr. Kaminsky, 20, told Current Time in a 
phone interview on July 17, recorded from 
an undisclosed location in the Luhansk 
region of eastern Ukraine.

“Because they ignore everything. They 
ignore any requests. They began to stir and 
offer up some alternatives when people 
started specifically saying no,” he said. “I’m 
tired. Homesick. My daughter was born 
three months ago. I still haven’t seen her.”

Nearly five months into the largest war 
in Europe since World War II, a growing 
number of Russian soldiers like Mr. 
Kaminsky are refusing to fight, demanding 
to return home, or outright not going to 

Ukraine in the first place. Russian rights 
activists say hundreds, possibly thousands 
of troops are balking at orders to deploy, to 
keep fighting or to remain on the battlefield 
without rotating out or home.

Of the 78 soldiers from Mr. Kaminsky’s 
unit who have disobeyed orders, some have 
been ordered held in a makeshift brig for 
days, he said.

The refusenik troops add to Russian 

commanders’ headaches as they struggle to 
replenish spent and exhausted units across 
the roughly 480-kilometer (300-mile) front 
line stretching from east of Kharkiv in the 
northeast down to Kherson in south-cen-
tral Ukraine.

Western intelligence agencies say 
Russia’s losses are substantial; a top British 
military commander told the BBC this 
week that up to 50,000 Russian troops have 

been killed or wounded since the invasion 
was launched on February 24.

The Kremlin has declined to call for a 
general mobilization to replenish lost 
troops, instead using what analysts have 
described a “covert, hybrid” campaign to 
recruit fresh troops: using private military 
companies, extended age limitations, lucra-
tive financial incentives and sometimes 
coercive persuasion to bolster the ranks.

‘I’m warning you, this is a final offer’

Paratroopers from the 11th Separate Air 
Assault Brigade, based outside Ulan-Ude, 
the capital of the Buryatia region in eastern 
Siberia, arrived in Ukraine’s Kherson region 
on February 24, shortly after Russia’s inva-
sion began.

At some point, Mr. Kaminsky’s unit was 
then transferred to Luhansk, in Ukraine’s 
Donbas region.

In phone conversations with Current 
Time, he said troops were not granted any 
leave for 4-1/2 months, even as the losses 
and casualties for the brigade mounted: Up 
to half of the brigade’s personnel – around 
1,000 soldiers – have been either killed or 
wounded in action, he said.

Early in the war, Mr. Kaminsky said, com-

The Ukrainian Weekly Press Fund: May 2022
Amount Name City State
$5,000.00 Self Reliance NY  
 Federal Credit Union New York NY
$240.00 Jarosewycz, Peter Kansas City MO
$206.46 Yurkowski, Peter  Web Donation
$115 Mulyk, Jaroslava Morristown NJ
$110.00 Kushnir, Andrei & Raissa Bethesda MD
$100.00 Buniak, Lida & Borys Fayetteville NY 
 Howe-Grant, Mary  Web Donation 
 Ruggles, Patricia  Web Donation 
 Sawchyn, Irene Morristown NJ 
 Tomorug, Maria Clark NJ 
 Vitvitsky, Bohdan Summit NJ
$70.00 Baltarowich, Lydia Warren MI
$60.00 Bekersky, Daria Tuxedo NY 
 Sich, Dmytro Gaithersburg MD 
 Subota, Anatoly & Irene Chicago IL
$55.00 Martyn, Roman North Aurora IL
$51.99 Smith, Christine Web Donation 
 Smoak, William Web Donation
$50.00 Adamo, Elaine  Web Donation 
 Dykyj, Daria Web Donation 
 Krushelnycky, Marko Kingston NY 

 Magera, Barbara Web Donation 
 Trusewych, Maria Downers Grove IL 
 Zetick, Edward Huntingdon Vy PA
$49.00 St Thomas Sunday S.Bound Brook NJ
$40.00 Liteplo, Maria  Web Donation
$35.00 Nestor, Irene Nanty Glo PA
$30.00 Smyk, Andrew Livonia MI
$25.00 Balynsky, Christine Monroe NJ 
 Polon, Lavro Pittsford NY 
 Zozulak, Maria & Irene Ellicott City MD
$21.10 Popel, Vira  Web Donation
$20.00 Bobak, Oleh & Natalia Punta Gorda FL 
 Christian, Nancy  Web Donation 
 Diakiw, William Renfrew PA 
 Gonzalez, Luba Lynbrook NY 
 Hlynsky, Boris Vienna VA 
 Keske, Luba Woodland Hills CA 
 Kramarenko, Mary East Windsor NJ 
 Krawczuk, Anna Holmdel NJ 
 Leskiw, Maria Philadelphia PA 
 Mirchuk, Ihor Web Donation 
 Polyniak, Paul Catonsville MD 
 Swyrydenko, Walter Bradview Hts OH 

 Terleckyj, W & S Philadelphia PA
$15.00 Bohonowych, Roman Kerhonkson NY 
 Czebiniak, Andrew Johnson City NY 
 Kohut, Stephen Rancho Mirage CA 
 Mandzy, Eugene Montville NJ 
 Turczeniuk, Bohdan Elkins Park PA 
 Zarycky, Marie Warren MI
$10.80 Cap, Andrew Web Donation
$10.00 Brenycz, Ewhen Whitehouse Sta NJ 
 Dove-Feldman, Warren Web Donation 
 O’hara, Michael & Roma Long Island City NY
$5.00	 Haftkowycz,	Nadia	 Wethersfield	 CT
 
TOTAL: $7,626.34

Sincere thanks to all contributors  
to The Ukrainian Weekly Press Fund. 
The Ukrainian Weekly Press Fund is the only 
fund dedicated exclusively to supporting  
the work of this publication.

(Continued on page 16)

(Continued on page 5)

Russian soldier Ilya Kaminsky says rank-and-file troops have “absolutely no trust” in 
their higher command.
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Officials also seem intent on demon-
strating that Ms. Skochilenko was psycho-
logically incompetent. A prison psychiatrist 
who examined her at the pretrial jail con-
cluded that Ms. Skochilenko was compe-
tent.

Nonetheless, investigators insisted she 
be sent to a psychiatric hospital for two 
weeks’ evaluation. A committee of “five 
doctors and one special consultant” also 
concluded that Ms. Skochilenko was com-
petent and did not need psychotropic med-
ication.

“Maybe they did this as an additional 
way of pressuring me, or maybe they just 
wanted to humiliate me as much as possi-
ble,” she said.

After she returned to jail from the hospi-
tal, investigators required that she undergo 
yet another in-house psychiatric evalua-
tion.

A finding of mental incompetence could 
be used to justify such treatment as forced 
medication, she added. She said that one of 
the psychiatrists who examined her “kept 
insisting that I should go to church.”

Ms. Skochilenko has long suffered from – 
and been treated for – bipolar disorder, 
which can include periods of “paralyzing 
depression.” However, she said, this condi-
tion has not been a particular problem for 

her since her arrest.
“The years that I spent working on my 

mental health and education, including 
consultations with doctors, medications, 
years of psychotherapy, and participation 
in seminars, have proven effective,” Ms. 
Skochilenko told RFE/RL. “And I have also 
received enormous support, which has 
helped me to cope.”

Authorities are ‘terribly afraid’

She says she does not regret replacing 
the five shelf-tags with information about 
Russia’s war against Ukraine, even though 
“those five tags decided my fate.”

“A whole police group was created to 
hunt me down and they captured me in just 
10 days,” she said. “Of course, I was never 
hiding.”

She believes that Mr. Bastrykin and 
other investigators intend to punish her as 
much as possible because they are “terribly 
afraid.”

“When a person is terribly afraid, they 
tend to see huge threats where there is 
nothing,” she said. “I weigh 47 kilograms. I 
don’t know how to fire a gun. I can’t fight. I 
sometimes suffer from paralyzing depres-
sion. My health is iffy. Even under small 
stresses, I begin to have symptoms. I love 
people, children and animals. I am a poor 
candidate for organizing an armed rebel-
lion. But fear is an irrational thing.”

“Like everyone who has been unjustly 
prosecuted in Russia, I am sometimes 
scared,” she concluded. “I sit here and, most 
likely, I will die in prison for freedom of 
speech and for pacifism.”

“But my faith in freedom of speech and 
in humanism is stronger than my fear,” she 
said.

(RFE/RL feature writer Robert Coalson 
contributed to this report.)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/russia-skolchilen-
ko-art ist- jai led-ukraine-war-inter-
view/31948796.html).

‘My country thirsts for blood’: Russian artist, jailed for war ‘fakes,’ speaks out from custody
RFE/RL’s North.Realities

“I am pathologically incapable of betray-
ing my conscience,” said St. Petersburg art-
ist and musician Aleksandra Skochilenko in 
an interview from pretrial custody with 
RFE/RL’s North.Realities. “I have no hope. 
The Investigative Committee and its head, 
Aleksandr Bastrykin, personally, have 
selected me for the harshest possible pun-
ishment.”

The 32-year-old who often uses the first 
name Sasha, was arrested in April for 
replacing five store-shelf price tags with 
messages against Russia’s unprovoked 
invasion of Ukraine. She has been charged 
with distributing “fake” information about 
the armed forces and could face up to 10 
years in prison.

“My country thirsts for blood,” she said. 
“Including mine.”

Despite her fragile health and the nonvio-
lent nature of her offense – she admits to 
replacing the price tags, but denies that they 
said anything that was false or defamatory – 
Ms. Skochilenko has been held in pretrial 
custody for more than three months. Her 
custody has been extended until at least 
August 1 and could be extended again.

RFE/RL was able to submit written 
questions to Ms. Skolchilenko for this inter-
view, and she sent back her replies through 
her lawyer.

Including Ms. Skochilenko, at least 73 
people in Russia have been charged under 
a law hastily adopted days after the large-
scale invasion of Ukraine began on 
February 24. Many of the defendants are 
politicians, journalists, priests, activists and 
even police officers.

On July 8, Moscow municipal lawmaker 
Aleksei Gorinov was sentenced to seven 
years in prison under the law.

Ms. Skochilenko said prison officials 
have been reluctant to accommodate the 
dietary restrictions she requires because of 
her gluten intolerance, despite pressure 
from civil-society activists and her lawyers.

“I have constant stomach pain and 
sometimes I start vomiting when I am eat-
ing,” she said. “Imagine living every day 
with the symptoms of food poisoning. That 
is my life now.”

She has also begun suffering from heart 
issues that had been under control since 
she was a teenager.

“I have had heart pains for the last two 
months,” she wrote. “From time to time, my 

vision goes dark, I have shortness of breath, 
chest tightness, dizziness and pain in my 
left arm.”

She added that she worries that her cell-
mate would not be able to get help if she 
lost consciousness during the night or that 
an ambulance would not arrive in time to 
help her.

‘Strange rules’

Initially, Ms. Skochilenko was placed in a 
standard six-person cell with a “trusty” 
named Yelena. Officially, Yelena was in 
charge of making sure the cell was kept 
clean, but in reality, Ms. Skochilenko said, 
her task was to make the artist’s life miser-
able.

“In front of everyone, she told me that I 
‘stank’ and forced me to wash all of my 
things by hand,” Ms. Skochilenko wrote. 
“She watched me all the time and forced 
me to clean the toilet with a sponge instead 
of a brush.”

“There were other strange rules that she 
made up, like you could only hold a broom 
one certain way,” she added. “We had to do 
a complete cleaning of the cell three times a 
day. Every surface had its own rag, all of 
which had to be washed by hand after each 
cleaning. … [Yelena] didn’t allow anyone 
else to open the refrigerator, and she only 
let others eat during certain times. … All 
day long, she kept the television on playing 
war films or news about the ‘special mili-
tary operation.’”

Yelena, Ms. Skochilenko said, later had 
her pretrial sentence reduced to house 
arrest.

Russian artist Aleksandra Skochilenko has already spent three months in pretrial 
detention.

RFE/RL
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Rus’ does not mean Russia
The following statement was released 

on July 20 by the Petro Jacyk Education 
Foundation of Mississauga, Ontario.

The further invasion of Ukraine by 
Russia and its mass disinformation cam-
paign denies the existence of Ukrainians 
based on declaring the medieval Rus’ 
state centered on Kyiv as Russian and 
the people who lived in it as Russians. In 
fact, Rus’ was the name of a medieval 
state centered on the city of Kyiv that 
encompassed many diverse Slavic, Finnic 
and Baltic peoples.

Mykhailo Hrushevsky’s scholarly and 
extensive “History of Ukraine-Rus’” 
(which is now available in an academic 
12-book, English-language edition) 
clearly shows Ukrainians to be a distinct 
people from Russians, as are others in 
eastern Europe, such as the Poles, 
Czechs, Bulgarians, Serbs, Croats and 
Finnic peoples (Finns, Estonians, etc.). 
With his broader understanding of histo-
ry, which included culture and society, 
Hrushevsky was able to demonstrate the 
continuity of the development of the 
Ukrainian people in Ukrainian lands over 
many centuries beginning in the Rus’ 

state in the 9th and 10th centuries. He 
demonstrates that the Russian people 
originated only in the 12th and 13th cen-
turies and only in the northeast periph-
ery of that state.

The intentional historical inaccuracy 
of mixing up modern Russia with medi-
eval Rus’ continues despite the volumi-
nous scholarly literature available that 
challenges such revisionist acts. Indeed, 
some 19th century Russian scholars had 
tried to connect the Russians to the lega-
cy of early Rus’ by arguing that the peo-
ple of old Rus’ migrated to the Moscow 
area from Ukraine. Russian President 
Vladimir Putin’s imperialist, colonialist 
approach and his own quasi-historical 
musings can best be combatted by care-
ful scholarship and the scrupulous use of 
proper terminology.

With the University of Alberta’s publi-
cation of Hrushevsky’s monumental his-
tory in English, fully completed in 2021, 
the field of Slavic Studies and Eastern 
Europe can begin the process of decolo-
nization and fruitfully examine the links 
between early Rus’ and modern Ukraine. 
One needs to be made more aware of 
such reputable historical works.

Russian media that the geographical objec-
tives of Russia’s “special military operation” 
in Ukraine were no longer limited to the 
eastern Donetsk and Luhansk regions, 
commonly known as the Donbas.

“Now, the geography is different. And it 
is not only [the territories controlled by 
Kremlin-backed separatists in the Donbas] 
but also the Kherson region, the Zaporizhia 
region, and a number of other territories, 
and the process continues, and it continues 
consequently and persistently,” he said in 
an interview with RIA Novosti news agency 
and RT television.

Mr. Lavrov added that “if the West deliv-
ers long-range weapons to Kyiv, the geo-
graphic goals of the special operation in 
Ukraine will expand even more.”

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelens-
kyy said later on July 20 in his nightly video 
address that Ukraine is working on obtain-
ing air defense systems from partners.

Noting the HIMARs, the anti-tank 

Javelins, and other weapons Ukraine has 
received, Mr. Zelenskyy said it was “obvi-
ous” that the next equally important type of 
weapon will be modern air defense sys-
tems.

Ukraine has had some successes in 
destroying missiles, “but a completely dif-
ferent speed and scale of protection is 
needed,” Mr. Zelenskyy said.

He said the provision of such systems 
depends “on political decisions that can be 
made in key capitals,” and noted that his 
wife, first lady Olena Zelenska, had made 
air defense part of her appeal when she 
spoke on July 20 to U.S. lawmakers.

Kyiv will quickly receive an answer to its 
requests, he said.

(With reporting by Reuters, AFP and RIA 
Novosti)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/lavrov-moscow-
objectives-go-beyond-donbas/31951969.
html).

(Continued from page 4)
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Russia’s brutal war on Ukraine, now in its fifth month, has produced images of 
suffering and death that have been seared into our minds.  Still early in the war, in 
March, The New York Times’ photojournalist Lynsey Addario captured the after-
math of a mortar strike that killed a mother and her two children who were trying 
to flee Irpin, Ukraine. Their rolling suitcases, packed with whatever they could fit 
inside as they fled their homes for what they believed was a safer destination, laid 
next to them.

There were also images of a badly injured pregnant woman who was being car-
ried out of a maternity hospital hit by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, on March 9.  
The woman gave birth but her baby was already dead. Half an hour after the baby 
was delivered, the mom died, too.

And there have been many other photos documenting the various atrocities 
committed by the Russian military against innocent Ukrainian civilians.  All of 
these photos are difficult to look at, but they are immeasurably important as 
Ukraine struggles to convince the world not to forget the daily horrors that are 
being committed as part of Russia’s unjust, unprovoked war on the Ukrainian peo-
ple.

Sadly, this week we saw yet another deeply tragic image documenting the 
senseless brutality being committed throughout Ukraine. It is an image of a man 
kneeling next to his lifeless 13-year-old son who was killed by a Russian missile 
attack on Kharkiv that killed at least three people, including the boy, on July 20. In 
the image, the man is seen holding his son’s pale hand as the rest of the boy’s body 
is covered by a red tarp.  He reads from what appears to be a prayer book, while a 
first responder kneels next to the father, apparently trying to console the grieving 
man. His 15-year-old daughter was also injured in the attack and was in serious 
condition. Ihor Terekhov, Kharkiv’s mayor, said it was the second day in a row that 
Russian rockets struck public transportation stops.  But what the image doesn’t 
show is that the man knelt there beside his son, holding his hand, reading from the 
prayer book, for more than two hours until officials came to take the boy’s body 
away.

During her visit to Washington, D.C., Ukraine’s first lady, Olena Zelenska, 
addressed members of the U.S. Congress.  She asked them to provide more defen-
sive weapons to help Ukraine stop Russian air strikes that “kill children in their 
strollers.” She was referring to an air strike in the central city of Vinnytsia that took 
the life of a 4-year-old girl with Down syndrome. The girl’s body was photographed 
lying next to a stroller.

“We want every father and every mother to be able to tell their children go to 
sleep peacefully. There will be no more air strikes,” Ms. Zelenska said, adding that 
the additional defensive weapons would be used “to protect one’s home and the 
right to wake up alive in that home.”  She also showed videos of children who have 
been badly wounded or killed by the Russian military. One video showed a 3-year-
old boy now in Germany learning how to use prosthetic limbs. “How many chil-
dren like him are there in Ukraine? How many families like this may still be 
destroyed by war?”  These are valid questions that deserve honest answers.

The Ukrainian Weekly

Seventy years ago, on August 4, 1952, The Ukrainian Weekly 
ran two statements about Ukraine’s struggle for national inde-
pendence from Soviet Russian oppression. The first was issued 
by Secretary of the Interior Oscar L. Chapman, who spoke at the 
Fifth Triennial Meeting of the Ukrainian Congress Committee of 
America on July 4-6 in New York (his statement was entered into 

the Congressional Record on July 22, 1952).
“… Once again peace and freedom are threatened by a ruthless imperialism. You whose 

roots go back into the history of the Ukrainian nation do not need to be told anything about 
the cruel, destructive nature of the imperialism which we face today. Its threat is total. It 
stands for the obliteration of everything that free people hold sacred. What are we going to 
do about it? I think that we are going to start by recognizing the facts: By realizing that 
peace and freedom go together and are all in one piece; by understanding that they must be 
defended wherever they are threatened and at whatever cost; and by seeing clearly that the 
strength of free men is immeasurably greater than the strength of the forces which threaten 
freedom. If the free men will only band together to perfect and use their strength.”

Mr. Chapman underscored the hope for diplomatic forums such as the United Nations 
as a “means by which we can help to strengthen the foundations upon which free societies 
base their existence.” He added, quoting President Woodrow Wilson, that Americans 
should strive to be soaring eagles rather than ostriches with their heads buried in the 
sand.

Also entered into Congressional Record (July 4) was a statement by Rep. Daniel J. Flood, 
who also spoke at the fifth triennial meeting. He outlined the sufferings of the Ukrainian 
people under the Soviet Russian yoke. “The only crime of the Ukrainians in the Soviet 
Union is that they have never ceased to struggle for their national independence, for the 
attainment and enjoyment of freedom in their homeland. These basic rights have been 
denied to them by their Communist overlords. That is the fundamental cause of the 
Ukrainian tragedy. And the key to understand that tragedy is Ukraine’s never-ending fight 
for freedom, for political, economic, cultural and spiritual freedom.”

Sources: “Secretary Chapman’s address on Ukraine in Congressional Record,” and 
“Congressman Flood points out ‘cause of Ukrainian tragedy,’” The Ukrainian Weekly, August 
4, 1952.

Aug.
4
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Turning the pages back...

by Marusia Kvit-Flynn

With the launch of Russia’s full-scale 
war on Ukraine on February 24, Moscow 
has once again evoked the specter of geno-
cide being committed against the 
Ukrainian nation and its people. The deni-
al of the Holodomor as an act of genocide 
is an aspect of Russia’s current disinfor-
mation war on Ukraine.

Stalin was afraid to lose Ukraine. His 
chosen weapon to prevent that outcome 
was the Holodomor. Russian President 
Vladimir Putin is equally afraid to lose 
Ukraine to the West. His weapon is the 
current war of aggression against Ukraine.

Stalin sought to eliminate Ukraine’s 
intelligentsia, the Orthodox Church and 
then the farmers in order to bring Ukraine 
under his control. Putin is trying to 
destroy Ukraine’s identity by targeting its 
history and culture, and by bombing its 
libraries, museums, theaters and schools. 
Forced deportation of Ukrainian people 
and children, instant Russification in 
schools of occupied towns, and the distri-
bution of Russian passports are Putin’s 
time-tested tactics to bring the Ukrainian 
people to their knees. 

Ironically, as the world witnesses trage-
dy and destruction throughout Ukraine, 
Kyiv has gained tremendous support from 
the free world, including from the United 
States. This support has included vital mil-
itary aid to fight the war against Russia. 
Most importantly, Ukraine is now being 
recognized as an important nation unto 
itself, with the demonstrated determina-
tion to continue its pursuit of democracy. 
The Ukrainian people share the same val-
ues with people from countries that 
adhere to the rule of law throughout the 
free world. 

While the world once again observes 
acts of genocide being committed by 
Russia against the Ukrainian people, the 
Holodomor has yet to be recognized by 
some nations, including the United States. 
Both the U.S. Congress and Senate passed 
resolutions recognizing the Holodomor as 
genocide, but the White House has yet to 
do the same.

The Executive branch of the U.S. gov-
ernment can be encouraged to acknowl-
edge the Holodomor as an act of genocide 
once individual U.S. states do so. To date, 
the governor of 19 states have signed 
proclamations formally recognizing the 
Holodomor as genocide. This initiative 
was started by the U.S. Committee for 
Holodomor Genocide Awareness, and the 
committee urges individuals to pursue 
getting proclamations from the remaining 
states.

Individuals do not have to be members 
of the committee to request a proclama-
tion, but they must simply be a resident of 
the state. Readers can find more informa-
tion about their state’s governor at the fol-
lowing link: https://www.usa.gov/state-
governor. Once on the website, readers 

may select their state and the site will 
direct them to their governor’s website. 
Find and click on the link “Proclamations.” 
Individuals can then insert a proclamation 
request in this section.  The U.S. 
Holodomor Committee has prepared a 
proclamation template that can be used by 
individuals. One such proclamation was 
recently issued by N.J. Gov. Philip Murphy 
in April. 

The following 31 U.S. states have not 
yet issued a Holodomor proclamation: 
Alaska, Arizona, Arkansas, California, 
Colorado, Delaware, Florida, Georgia, 
Hawaii, Idaho, Indiana, Iowa, Kentucky, 
Maine, Maryland, Mississippi, Montana, 
Nebraska, Nevada, New Hampshire, New 
M e x i c o ,  N e w  Yo r k ,  O k l a h o m a , 
Pennsylvania, South Carolina, South 
Dakota, Tennessee, Texas, Washington, 
West Virginia and Wyoming. 

Once an individual has submitted a 
proclamation request, it is important that 
they follow up with the governor’s office 
by speaking with the staff member 
responsible for constituent relations.  
Based on personal experience, weekly fol-
low ups are important. It took just six 
weeks to get the proclamation for the 
state of New Jersey.

Now is the time to contact state gover-
nors who have not issued similar procla-
mations. Our politicians are willing to help 
Ukraine in any way they can, but we must 
not miss this opportunity to have more 
U.S. states recognize the Holodomor as an 
act of genocide against the Ukrainian 
nation and its people.

[Editor’s note: The full text of the New 
Jersey proclamation is reprinted on page 
15.]

Marusia Kvit-Flynn is a member of the 
U.S. Committee for Holodomor-Genocide 
Awareness. She can be reached at mariafly-
nnohio@aol.com.

Time for U.S. governors to issue proclamations  
calling Holodomor an act of genocide

A father mourns his son

 COMMENTARY

Opinions expressed by columnists, commentators and letter-writers are their 
own and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of either The Ukrainian Weekly 
editorial staff or its publisher, the Ukrainian National Association.
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Marusia Kvit-Flynn and New Jersey 
Gov. Phil Murphy

Courtesy of Marusia Kvit-Flynn
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by Eugene Czolij

Bullied by Russia, Germany intensely 
negotiated with Canada a sanctions exemp-
tion pertaining to Nord Stream 1 gas tur-
bines included in Canada’s sanctions regime 
that is governed by its Special Economic 
Measures (Russia) Regulations adopted in 
response to Russia’s all-out war against 
Ukraine.  Nord Stream 1 is a gas pipeline 
from Russia to Germany operated by a sub-
sidiary of the Russian energy giant 
Gazprom, a company sanctioned by Canada.

To force this issue, Gazprom reduced the 
flow of natural gas from Russia to Germany 
through the Nord Stream 1 gas pipeline by 
60 percent. This shortage in energy supply 
was used to sow fear of a possible collapse 
of industries in Germany. The New York 
Times reported that when these gas cuts 
were announced by Gazprom, Germany’s 
Economy Minister Robert Habeck told the 
press on June 15 that this was a strategy to 
unsettle and drive up the price of gas.

Prior to these events, Reuters reported 
that in April, Ukraine was urging Western 
allies to shift the shipments of natural gas 
from the Nord Stream 1 pipeline to 
Ukraine’s pipeline. This would force Russia 
to pay more transit fees to Ukraine, which 
would help Kyiv defend its territorial integ-
rity and shield European Union countries 
from Russian aggression. It would also dis-
suade the Kremlin from damaging 
Ukraine’s gas pipelines.

In addition, such a shift would some-
what reduce the huge amounts that EU 
countries are paying Russia for energy 
which finance Moscow’s genocidal war 
against Ukraine. For the record, on April 6, 
the high representative of the European 
Union for foreign affairs and security policy 
and the vice president of the European 
Commission, Josep Borrell Fontelles, told 
the European Parliament the following:

“We’ve given Ukraine nearly 1 billion 
euros. That might seem like a lot but 1 bil-
lion euros is what we’re paying [Russian 
President Vladimir] Putin every day for the 
energy he provides us with. Since the start 
of the war, we’ve given him 35 billion euros, 
compared to the 1 billion euros we’ve given 
Ukraine to arm itself,” he said.

Instead of taking up Ukraine on its stra-
tegically advantageous proposal for both 
the EU and Ukraine, Germany has suc-
cumbed to Russia’s energy bullying and 
convinced Canada to carve out an exemp-
tion to its sanctions regime regarding Nord 
Stream 1 gas turbines while Russia contin-
ues its relentless atrocities in Ukraine.

In a unanimous motion of the House of 
Commons adopted on April 27, Canada 
qualified these atrocities by recognizing 

that “the Russian Federation is committing 
acts of genocide against the Ukrainian peo-
ple.”

Seventy years earlier, namely on 
September 3, 1952, Canada ratified the 
Convention on the Prevention and 
Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, also 
known as the Genocide Convention, that 
was adopted by the United Nations General 
Assembly on December 9, 1948, to ensure 
that the atrocities committed during World 
War II would never again be repeated.

Canada’s sanctions exemption for Nord 
Stream 1 gas turbines during Russia’s 
ongoing genocidal war against Ukraine is 
contrary to Article I of this Genocide 
Convention, which stipulates the following:

“The Contracting Parties confirm that 
genocide, whether committed in time of 
peace or in time of war, is a crime under 
international law which they undertake to 
prevent and to punish.”

Canada’s sanctions exemption also cre-
ates a dangerous precedent that will 
embolden the Kremlin to bully the West 
into lifting additional sanctions, particular-
ly regarding the Nord Stream 2 gas pipe-
line. This would enable Russia to fully 
bypass Ukraine’s pipeline for the flow of 
gas to Europe, and dangerously increase 
the energy dependency of EU countries on 
the Kremlin’s weaponized gas supply. 
Moreover, as soon as it is successful in 
bypassing Ukraine’s gas pipeline, Russia 
will be able to significantly widen its mis-
sile strikes against Ukraine.

On July 13, Garry Kasparov, former 
world chess champion and well-known 
Russian political activist, correctly stated 
that “unity and perseverance are required 
against Putin’s attempt to send the world 
into an economic crisis with energy and 
food blackmail. The only way to real peace 
is not to give in, but to help Ukraine win as 
quickly as possible.”

Therefore, while Russia continues its 
genocidal war against Ukraine, the West 
must actively help Ukraine to stop it as 
quicky as possible and successfully defend 
its territorial integrity as this is not only the 
moral thing to do, but the only real guaran-
tee of re-establishing peace, security and 
stability in Europe.

Eugene Czolij is president of the non-gov-
ernmental organization “Ukraine-2050” and 
former president of the Ukrainian World 
Congress (2008-2018).  “Ukraine-2050” is a 
non-profit organization established to help 
implement, within one generation – by 2050 
– strategies for the sustainable development 
of Ukraine as a fully independent, territorial-
ly integral, democratic, reformed and eco-
nomically competitive European state.

by Askold S. Lozynskyj

On Thursday, July 14, The New York 
Times carried a relatively even story about 
the recall of Ukraine’s ambassador in 
Germany, Andrij Melnyk, for comments he 
had made concerning Berlin’s lack of sup-
port for the Ukrainian war effort. The New 
York Times went a little further, expound-
ing on the current Ukrainian-German polit-
ical conundrum, lack of tangible support 
for Kyiv and the German obsession over 
Nord Stream 2.

Within a discourse predicated on 
German guilt for World War II was the 
ambassador’s presentation of history on 
German television, particularly with regard 
to Ukrainian activity during World War II. 
Called upon to elaborate, he specifically 
addressed Ukrainian nationalists, the 
Ukrainian partisan effort, the Poles, their 
partisans and the Holocaust. Mr. Melnyk 
had laid flowers at the grave of Stepan 
Bandera. A German journalist noted that 
Bandera held antisemitic, fascist views. The 
New York Times article then gratuitously 
included customary anti-Ukrainian nation-
alist calumny, uncorroborated by legitimate 
historians except the likes of the vitriolic 
anti-Ukrainian pseudo expert of Polish eth-
nicity Grzegorz Rossolinski-Liebe. 

Mr. Rossolinski-Liebe’s credentials are 
very suspect and his bias and lack of schol-
arship is quite palpable in most of his work, 
largely dedicated to denigrating Ukrainians, 
but apparently he does have access to legit-
imate outlets, such as The New York Times, 
without any substantive accreditation. 
Bandera’s grave in Munich has been 
defaced on several occasions with the 
German police holding no one accountable.

The New York Times failed to quote any 
Ukrainian sources except for the belea-
guered Ukrainian ambassador, which was 
clearly a deficiency in objective journalism. 
Mr. Melnyk remained principled in his posi-
tion, yet he diplomatically recognized the 
need to accommodate Polish current sup-
port for Ukraine, so he needed to demur 
gently on the history of Ukrainian-Polish 
relations. 

And rightly so, because Ukraine’s neigh-
bours, including Poland, have been at the 
forefront of support for Ukraine. Tiny 
Estonia, with the smallest population and 
military means, has been most supportive 
per capita and per gross domestic product, 
according to a recent poll. The world has 
stepped up and Ukraine has and should be 
grateful. 

I wrote a rather benign letter simply to 
set the record straight, clearly without 
offending anyone. I know Mr. Melnyk, the 
now former Ukrainian ambassador to 
Berlin, and he will get most assuredly 

another position based on merit. Here is 
the text of my letter:

Dear Editor:
Re: Envoy’s remarks renew scrutiny of 

dark history
Historiography is rarely black and white. 

It’s usually biased in favour of the conquer-
or. Ukrainians have never been conquerors. 
Ukrainian-Russian relations are becoming 
better known only now, as the entire world 
watches Russian war crimes and attempts 
at genocide of the Ukrainian nation. Russia 
as the aggressor is not an aberration. 

Ukrainian-German relations have been 
written through a Russian prism dating 
back centuries. The notorious barbaric 
Czarina Catherine II of Russia was of 
German ethnicity. The Russian-German alli-
ance under the Molotov Ribbentrop pact of 
1939 was a major act of collaboration lead-
ing to World War II. In two years, many vic-
tims fell before the two aggressors. Russia 
would have pursued collaboration with no 
concern for the killing of Jews except that 
Hitler wanted Russia, too. Raul Hilberg, the 
preeminent historian of the Holocaust, 
based his research on then recent eyewit-
ness accounts and German documents. The 
German death squads known as 
Einsatzgruppen provided reports on their 
efforts. In his book, “The Destruction of the 
European Jews,” Mr. Hilberg specifically 
refers to documents where the Germans 
expressed their disappointment with the 
Ukrainian population in not supporting 
these killing efforts. The Ukrainian nation-
alists, including their leader Stepan 
Bandera and his two brothers, were 
interned in Nazi concentration camps. The 
two brothers were murdered in the 
Auschwitz camp by Polish guards. 

Such was the nature of Ukrainian-Polish 
relations. There were many conflicts 
between Ukrainians and Poles during 
World War II, all on Ukrainian territory. 
Were one to assess Ukrainian-Polish rela-
tions over the last 500 years, they can be 
summarized as follows: Ukrainians never 
invaded Poland; Poles invaded Ukrainian 
territory three times; all conflicts took 
place on Ukrainian territory; even today, 
Ukraine’s territory includes no Polish land; 
today’s Poland consists of Ukrainian terri-
tory in the east. 

Irrespective of who writes the history, 
these are simply facts which no one can 
refute. Nevertheless, Ukraine looks to 
Poland, Germany and even Israel to be 
allies because Russia threatens the world.

Askold S. Lozynskyj is an attorney at law 
based in New York City who served as presi-
dent of the Ukrainian World Congress (1998-
2008) and the Ukrainian Congress 
Committee of America (1992-2000).

Canada must not lift sanctions while 
Russia commits genocide in Ukraine

Just the facts
 COMMENTARY

West continues to supply Kyiv with modern 
long-range weapons such as the U.S.-made 
high-mobility artillery rocket systems 
(HIMARS).

Following Mr. Lavrov’s remarks, U.S. 
Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin said on July 
20 that Washington will send four more 
HIMARS units to Ukraine, telling journalists 
at the Pentagon that Ukraine has made 
excellent use of the HIMARS the United 
States has sent thus far.

“Russia is keeping up its relentless shell-

ing, and that’s a cruel tactic that harkens 
back to the horrors of World War I. So, 
Ukraine needs the firepower and the 
ammunition to withstand this barrage and 
to strike back,” he said.

The Ukrainian armed forces said on July 
21 that in the previous 24 hours they had 
killed 111 Russian troops and destroyed 17 
vehicles, some of them armored.

Meanwhile, CIA Director William Burns 
said the United States estimates Russian 
casualties in Ukraine so far have reached 
around 15,000 killed and perhaps 45,000 
wounded.

Russia classifies military deaths as state 
secrets even in times of peace and has not 

updated its official casualty figures fre-
quently during the war.

President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said 
later on July 20 in his nightly address that 
Ukraine is working on also obtaining air 
defense systems from its Western partners.

He said the provision of such systems 
depends “on political decisions that can be 
made in key capitals,” and noted that his 
wife, first lady Olena Zelenska, had made 
air defense part of her appeal when she 
spoke on July 20 to U.S. lawmakers.

European Union diplomats meeting in 
Brussels agreed on a new batch of sanc-
tions against Russia, including a ban on 
gold imports and freezing the assets of top 

lender Sberbank. But Mr. Zelenskyy dis-
missed the sanctions as inadequate.

“Russia must feel a much higher price 
for the war to force it to seek peace,” Mr. 
Zelenskyy said in a late-night video 
address.

(With reporting by Reuters, BBC and 
CNN)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-western-
weapons-change-balance/31949775.
html).

(Continued from page 3)

Russia shelling...
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Soyuzivka hosts annual Ukrainian Cultural Festival, raises funds for wounded soldiers in Ukraine
by Adrian Bryttan

KERHONKSON, N.Y. – Amid the tradi-
tional pageantry and celebration, a central 
goal of the Ukrainian National Foundation’s 
(UNF) 2022 Cultural Festival, held on July 
15-18 at the Soyuzivka Heritage Center in 
Kerhonkson, N.Y., was to raise funds and 
support for Ukraine, which has for five 
months been defending itself in a full-scale 
war launched by Russian President 
Vladimir Putin on February 24.

Beginning with the Fundraising Gala on 
the evening of July 15, and continuing with 
all of the guest artists and speakers over 
the weekend, visitors grew to understand 
the importance of providing humanitarian 
aid for refugees from Ukraine, as well as 
wounded civilians and soldiers in the coun-
try. This year’s festival highlighted the criti-
cal need to supply specific emergency med-
ical equipment to Ukraine.

Indeed, the entire weekend was dedicat-
ed to raising money for the life-saving med-
ical devices that are needed throughout the 
combat zones in Ukraine.

Fundraising Gala 

Soyuzivka’s new manager, Stephen 
Barankewicz, told Gala attendees that $150 
of their $210 ticket price would go to medi-
cal relief for Ukrainian soldiers and hospi-
tals.

“This Gala is all about our brothers and 
sisters in need,” he said, referring to people 
in Ukraine.

In addition, half of all Festival gate pro-
ceeds were earmarked for the same cause.

The Very Rev. Dr. Ivan Kaszczak deliv-
ered an opening benediction for the packed 
Fundraising Gala. The emcee for the event, 
Bogdan Tabaka, introduced UNF President 
Wasyl Sheremeta. 

“At this moment, there is no higher cause 
than helping Ukraine fight the virus of war 
that Putin has let loose on the world,” Mr. 
Sheremeta said. He told guests that Ukraine 
most urgently needs two medical items: 
wound vacuum kits and external fixators 
for shattered bones (For more on the topic, 
see the related sidebar).

Readers who would like to donate money 
for the purchase of these medical supplies 
can send a check addressed to “Ukrainian 
National Foundation,” with the note “medi-
cal equipment for Ukraine army.” Checks 
can be mailed to the following address: 
Ukrainian National Associat ion, 2200 Route 
10, Parsippany, N.J. All money received by 
the end of July will go toward the purchase 
of deeply discounted supplies that will be 
delivered for free to Ukraine.

Members of the Board of Directors of the 
UNF in the audience were recognized, 
among them Roman Hirniak, Bohdanna 
Puzyk, Taras Sochan and Valentyna Tabaka.

Mr. Hirniak, who was recently elected 
president of the Ukrainian National 
Association (UNA), greeted attendees.

“All the funds and donations are going 
towards the good cause. … At critical 
moments like this, Ukrainians always lend a 
helping hand,” Mr. Hirniak said.

Petro Maha, who also spoke during the 
event, was one example of Ukrainians 
doing their part to help.

Mr. Maha, an actor, poet and well-known 
television personality in Ukraine, has since 
February served in the trenches near Kyiv 
as a commander with the 135th Brigade of 
the Armed Forces of Ukraine. Kyiv Mayor 
Vitaly Klitschko had to be contacted to 
release Mr. Maha from his army duties to 
help with the fundraising effort here.

Mr. Maha found time to work for an hour 
daily to compose his book of poetry, 
“Poems from the trenches” (the cover 
photo shows him in military gear with a 
rifle in a ditch). Readings of his poems are 
very popular on YouTube. Several such vid-
eos were screened for the audience, includ-
ing one about the atrocities in Bucha.

The father of two daughters, Mr. Maha 
poignantly asked, “How could this happen 
here? How could such a tragedy occur in a 
country where people salute each other 
with “Slava Isusu Khrystu” [Praise be to 
Jesus Christ]?” 

Valentyna Tabaka, who was instrumen-
tal in organizing the festival, also facilitated 
all of the complicated arrangements for 
purchasing the above-mentioned medical 
supplies. She said, in reference to the most 
recent missile attacks by Russia on various 
Ukrainian targets, that gathering money for 
medical supplies was critical.

“Your contributions toward these medi-
cal instruments are now even more impor-
tant than weapons,” she said.

During the course of the Gala, auctions 
were held and the audience was enter-
tained by singer Jessica Kravchenko from 
San Francisco and artists from Ukraine who 
have been busy raising funds for Ukrainian 
troops. Those artists included Pavlo Zibrov, 
who many guests knew from “Dancing with 
the Stars Ukraine,” and the ever-popular 
Oksana Bilozir.

A new look for Soyuzivka

On the sunny Saturday, July 16, festival 
guests browsed long rows of vendors that 
stretched from the Main House to the 
Veselka Pavilion. Those vendors offered for 
sale books, CDs, embroideries, paintings, 
Petrykivka designs, carvings, jewelry and, 
unsurprisingly, a new generation of war-
themed T-shirts.

The musical group Troyisty Muzyky 
strolled around the tents, entertaining the 
audience with authentic folk music on a fid-
dle, sopilka and accordion. Despite all of the 

Valentyna “Pani Valya” Tabaka
Ukrainian National Foundation Board 

Member Valentyna Tabaka wears any 
number of hats – but to most, she is sim-
ply the beloved “Pani Valya” (Ms. Valya). 
Ms. Tabaka is the second vice president 
of the Ukrainian National Women’s 
League of America. She works as wound 
care manager at the Jersey City Medical 
Center in Jersey City, N.J., and she is in 
close contact with the chiefs of medicine 
of many nearby hospitals.

Ms. Tabaka coordinated with the 
Ukrainian Ministry of Health to distrib-
ute medical equipment to the front lines, 
and to numerous hospitals in Kyiv, 
Dnipro, Lviv, Zhytomyr, Kharkiv, 
Vinnytsia, Uman, Truskavets and other 
cities throughout Ukraine. She has orga-
nized the purchase and transfer of com-
plete medical labs to Ukraine.

In addition, Ms. Tabaka also managed 
and oversaw all of the booking and 
scheduling for the artists and singers for 
this year’s cultural festival. She said that 
for this year’s festival, she received so 
many offers from artists who wanted to 
take part in the festival that she had to 
turn back other artists from Ukraine 
who wanted to help. Each performer 
generously pledged to appear for a frac-

tion of their normal fees.
Ms. Tabaka is also a rousing speaker. 

During various events and rallies, she 
has moved Ukrainians to respond to 
today’s huge challenges, and she leads 
Ukrainians in celebrating their shining 
spirit, culture and heritage.

Festival organizer Valentyna Tabaka 
stressed the need for individuals to 
make donations in support of medical 
and humanitarian relief efforts in 

Ukraine.

Adrian Bryttan

aromatic barbecues and food on offer 
around the center, contestants and their 
fans still took part in a varenyky eating con-
test presided over by Alex Gutmacher.

Many people at the gala applauded the 
new look at Soyuzivka. Guests shared with 
this reporter their enthusiasm at seeing 
workers and guests from the past, now 
energized by Mr. Barankewicz to pitch in to 
help on various projects. Ms. Tabaka said 
the new manager was good to work with, 
and praised the variety of foods, desserts 
and bar items at the gala. 

The band Brattia Prykarpattia enter-
tained guests at the preliminary concert, 
which also featured singers and dancers 
who would later reappear on the Main 
Stage later that evening.

Main concert

Every seat was filled for the Main 
Concert, with the overflow audience set-
tling over the wide lawn, and lining the 
stairs as far back as the Veselka ledge over 

the swimming pool. Members of the 
Ukrainian American Veterans opened the 
evening concert by presenting the colors 
for the singing of the American and 
Ukrainian national anthems. Emcees Lydia 
Kulbida and Andrij Dobriansky urged 
everyone to continue to help with dona-
tions for the war wounded and hospitals. 

Mr. Hirniak stepped forward to intro-
duce several new UNA officers and board 
members. Mr. Sheremeta explained the 
importance of providing medical assistance 
to Ukraine and urged everyone to provide 
more support. Throughout the concert, the 
emcees periodically announced the most 
recent donations.

The concert also featured a new sound 
and light show, and a florid stage back-
board was replaced with a simple black 
screen embedded with tiny lights.

The program began with Mr. Maha, who 
thanked the diaspora for all its support for 

The Roma Pryma Bohachevsky Dance Workshop and the Syzokryli Dance Company 
entertained festival guests with various Ukrainian folk dance performances.

Irene Rejent Saviano

The musical group Troyisty Muzyky strolled around festival tents, entertaining the 
audience with Ukrainian folk music.

Adrian Bryttan

(Continued on page 9)
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the wounded, civilian and military in 
Ukraine. He recited an evocative poem, 
titled “302 Minutes,” about a sleepless 
mother waiting for a call from her son 
fighting along the front.

The Roma Pryma Bohachevsky Dance 
Workshop and the Syzokryli Dance 
Company were warmly received by the 
audience. They presented varied regional 
dances, and premiered an evocative dance, 
“Reminiscences,” choreographed by Stefan 
Calka. Meticulous attention to costumes 
from different Ukrainian regions, and ele-
gant and spirited execution are what guests 
have come to expect from the ensembles. 
This year, the Workshop gathered 55 danc-
ers from as far away as California for their 
intense 12-day festival preparation.

Singers from Ukraine

Renowned artists from Ukraine included 
the duet “Yaroslavna,” comprised of Natalia 
and Yaroslav Dub, who first appeared at 
Soyuzivka more than 20 years ago. Known 
for her many songs on YouTube, Iryna 
Lonchyna also contributed her talents. 
Singer Alyosha prefaced her songs by say-
ing that she was raising funds to benefit the 
battalion in which her husband is now 
fighting.

Singers Pavlo Zibrov, Ivo Bobul and 

Lyubomyr “The Ukrainian Cowboy” Chert-
mak took time from their busy schedules to 
add their individual vocal styles to the festi-
val. 

Homegrown artists

And some wonderful homegrown talent 
was also on display. 14-year-old Jessica 
Kravchenko electrified the crowd with her 
energy and catchy tunes. After telling the 
audience how much she wants to see 
Ukraine, she clapped her hands together 
and said, “Let’s do this!” Her song “San 
Francisco – Kyiv” was a big hit with the 
audience.

Christina Yavdoshniak appeared at last 
year’s festival. Since then, she has already 
raised more than $100,000 for humanitari-
an aid to Ukraine. Wearing a beautiful 
embroidered dress, Ms. Yavdoshniak dis-
played the expressive vocalism of a mature 
artist. Songs by Malvy, Okean Elzy and 
Volodymyr Ivasyuk showcased her lyric 
voice.

The final concert demonstrated the 
unity of the entire cultural festival. All the 
artists showed commitment to preserve 
their culture and heritage. They pulled 
together, and did what had to be done in 
this time of need. Guests were treated to an 
outstanding display of Ukrainian talent and 
responded generously. In the words of Ms. 
Tabaka, the festival was “a fitting celebra-
tion, affirming the undying spirit of Ukraine 
and all Ukrainians.” 

“We want every father and every mother 
to be able to tell their children go to sleep 
peacefully. There will be no more air 
strikes,” she said.

She said the weapons she is asking for 
were not the type used to wage war on 
another country’s territory, “but to protect 
one’s home and the right to wake up alive 
in that home.”

Members of Congress applauded her 
speech and said they were ready to autho-
rize more aid. The United States has 
already provided $8 billion in security 
assistance to Ukraine since Russia’s 
launched its full-scale war on February 24.

Her description of “children killed in 
strollers” was a reference to a Russian air 
strike last week in the central city of 
Vinnytsia that killed 4-year-old Liza 
Dmytriyeva, whose body was found next to a 
stroller.

The child, who had Down syndrome, had 
been seen playing in a video posted by her 
mother less than two hours before the 
attack.

She also described some of the other 
civilians killed, including elderly people 
who lived through World War II and the 
Holocaust only to be killed by Russian air 
strikes in 2022, and showed videos of chil-
dren she said had been wounded or killed.

One featured a 3-year-old boy now in 
Germany learning how to use prosthetic 
limbs.

“How many children like him are there 
in Ukraine? How many families like this 
may still be destroyed by war?” she asked

While Ukraine is grateful for the military 

aid from Washington, she said, “unfortu-
nately, the war is not over,” and she appealed 
for weapons on behalf of the Ukrainians 
who have been killed and maimed and on 
behalf of those who have survived.

Ms. Zelenska, who visited the White 
House on July 19, said that while U.S. law-
makers can look forward to normal sched-
ules, she and other mothers in Ukraine 
wonder whether their children will return 
to school in the fall, while teachers wonder 
whether they should prepare for the class-
room or bomb shelters.

“This normalcy is exactly what we are 
deprived of,” Ms. Zelenska said.

Ms. Zelenska’s husband, President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy, said earlier in the 
week that he expected “significant results” 
from his wife’s meetings in Washington.

He said her address to members of 
Congress would be important, adding, “I 
strongly believe it will be heard by those 
people responsible for making decisions in 
the United States.”

Her tasks included increasing U.S. sup-
port for Ukraine, obtaining additional sup-
port to “protect people from Russian ter-
ror” and boosting humanitarian assistance, 
Mr. Zelenskyy said.

In addition to her meeting with U.S. 
President Joe Biden and first lady Jill Biden 
at the White House, she also visited the 
State Department and met with U.S. 
Secretary of State Antony Blinken.

(With reporting by Reuters)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-zelenska-
congress-weapons/31952382.html).

(Continued from page 1)

Ukraine’s first lady...

Soldier-poet Petro Maha  
speaks out about the war

Born in the Uzhhorod region of 
Ukraine, Petro Maha is known for his 
work in Ukrainian television, on stage, 
and, recently, for his war-poem videos on 
YouTube. On July 16, he screened these 
videos and recited from his book, 
“Poems from the trenches.” In an inter-
view with this reporter, he spoke on a 
wide range of subjects.

Upon the Russian invasion, Mr. Maha 
joined the Armed Forces of Ukraine to 
serve with the air defense of Kyiv. He 
notes with pride that every member of his 
theater group stepped up to the challenge 
– women volunteered for various jobs, 
while the men signed up for the army. 

He now conducts counter-intelligence 
operations to combat enemy agents. He 
described at one point how night-vision 
goggles are crucial because dense, tree-
lined Ukrainian cemeteries offer perfect 
hiding spots for Russian infiltrators.

“War reveals everything – who is a 
hero and who is a coward; who is faithful 
and who is a traitor,” Mr. Maha said.

There have been many reports of 
native Ukrainian individuals and even 
groups of people who have betrayed 
their country and relayed sensitive mili-
tary coordinates to the enemy. According 
to Mr. Maha, these turncoats betray their 
countrymen for paltry money. But they 
are morally responsible for all of the 
slaughter resulting from well-aimed 
Russian missiles.

“If one such convicted traitor were to 
be publicly hung, this problem would 
greatly cease,” Mr. Maha said.

When asked about the effectiveness of 
Western-supplied heavy artillery, Mr. 
Maha praised how quickly Ukrainian 
personnel not only learned to operate all 

of the new howitzers, but also became 
expert at repairing them. The towed U.S. 
155-mm M777, dubbed the triple Toma-
hawk by Ukrainians, is favored by the 
troops for its mobility and accuracy, even 
though it overheats after firing four 
shells, he said

Mr. Maha also expressed doubt regard-
ing when, or even if, the Kerch bridge to 
the Crimean Peninsula will be blown up.

“There may be a tacit agreement 
between Kyiv and Moscow that Kerch 
will not be attacked, because Russia 
would then destroy the bridges around 
Kyiv – and that would be a horrendous 
catastrophe for us,” Mr. Maha said.

Petro Maha, an actor, poet and well-
known television personality in 
Ukraine, has since February served in 
the trenches near Kyiv as a command-
er with the 135th Brigade of the Armed 

Forces of Ukraine.

Adrian Bryttan

Ukrainian National Association President Roman Hirniak (second from the left) 
addressed guests of the 2022 Ukrainian Cultural Festival.  He was joined on stage by 
(from left to right) UNA Chief Operating Officer Michael Koziupa, UNA Board 
Member George Kuritza, UNA Board Chair Roma Hadzewycz and UNA Board 

Member Bohdana Pyzyk.

Irene Rejent Saviano
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Soyuzivka...

Medical miracles  
for the Ukrainian front lines

Two instruments produced by 
Genadyne Biotechnologies, Stryker 
Corporation and Zimmer Biomet were 
the prime medical request from the 
Ukrainian Armed Forces. Ukrainian 
National Foundation President Wasyl 
Sheremeta explained the significance of 
their timely use, both in combat and in 
hospitals. He said that, during the U.S. 
Civil War, the number one cause of death 
was infection.

The negative pressure wound therapy 
pump addresses this problem by means 
of a powerful pump which can be 
applied to the largest of wounds for 
extended periods of time. It offers vari-
able intensity settings to combat sepsis. 
It can be reused as needed, and is literal-
ly a lifesaver on the battlefield.

The second device is an external fix-
ator. Bullets and explosions shatter 
limbs, breaking bones into many smaller 
pieces. A traditional cast by itself is insuf-
ficient. External fixators are metal devic-
es which are attached with threaded 

wires and pins through the skin to the 
bones, thus providing stability as the 
fragments reattach and heal. It is used to 
reduce pressure on a joint, gradually 
straighten a deformed bone and it can 
even lengthen a bone.

Through her relationships with these 
manufacturers and many hospitals, 
Valentyna Tabaka arranged for an 
extremely low purchase price of less 
than $2,000 for either the wound vacu-
um or the external bone fixator device. 
Also, she coordinated with the Paul 
Chester Childrens’ Hope Foundation to 
provide free delivery of these items to 
Ukraine. She continues to enable many 
Ukrainian diaspora organizations to pur-
chase these items.

Dr. Sheremeta lauded Ms. Tabaka for 
all of her hard work arranging partner-
ships with the manufacturers, and for 
helping raise more than $500,000 for the 
cause. At the time of this writing, over 
500 vacuum units and more than 1,000 
bone fixators have been sent to Ukraine.
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Making Yara Arts Group’s “Radio 477!” with Serhiy Zhadan
by Virlana Tkacz

NEW YORK – In November 2021, I was 
in Kharkiv, Ukraine, working on a new 
show for Yara Arts Group called “Radio 
477!” with Serhiy Zhadan, my favorite 
Ukrainian writer who won four major 
international literary awards this year. Mr. 
Zhadan lives in Kharkiv and shares my pas-
sion for the Kharkiv avantgarde of the 
1920s. Our show was inspired by a musical 
score I found a few years ago, which turned 
out to be the conductor’s copy of the leg-
endary jazz musical staged in Kharkiv in 
1929 and thought to be lost during the 
Stalinist purges. 

In 1929, the Berezil Theatre created 
“Hello, This Is Radio 477!,” a jazz musical 
revue about Kharkiv. It had catchy songs, 
wild dances, a spectacular set and fabulous 
costumes that captivated its audiences but 
did not endear itself to the Soviet bosses 
and was soon pulled from the repertoire.

The conductor’s score I found included 
almost 300 pages of music and almost no 
text, except for the lyrics to one song. Mr. 
Zhadan suggested we create a new piece 
about a company trying to create a new 
theater piece about Kharkiv, using the basic 
structure of the 1929 show suggested by 
the programs we found. We invited New 
Yorker Anthony Coleman, a legendary 
downtown pianist, to develop new music 
inspired by the original music composed 
for the show by Yuliy Meitus.

I am the artistic director of Yara Arts 
Group, a resident company of the world 
renown La MaMa Experimental Theatre in 
New York. We create original theatre pieces 
in rehearsals from fragments of poetry, 
texts, song and historical material from 
Eastern Europe, especially Ukraine. Our 
very first theater piece in 1990 was about 
Les Kurbas, the Ukrainian theater director 
who created the Berezil Theatre.

Since our founding, we have created 
over 40 theater pieces, 25 of which were 
based on material from Ukraine. I believe 
that culture is a dialogue with our contem-
poraries, and also with the art and artists 
from our past. We become a part of 
Ukrainian culture when we enter into an 
active dialogue with it. Yara makes master-
pieces of Ukrainian culture available to our 
English-speaking audience by translating 
them and by setting them in a cultural con-
text, so people unfamiliar with it can gain a 
deeper appreciation. 

In 2018, Yara co-produced a series of 
museum exhibits about Les Kurbas in 
Ukraine, including “Kurbas in Kharkiv” at 
the Yermilov Center in Kharkiv. Our design-
ers Waldemart Klyuzko and Yevhen Kopiov 
recreated the spectacular set Vadym Meller 
designed for the 1929 Berezil production of 
this jazz musical. This set became the center 
piece of our exhibit and the favorite selfie 
spot in town as our constant events about 
Mr. Kurbas and the1920s avant-garde drew 
hundreds of viewers to Yermilov.

A few months later, we opened “Kurbas: 
New Worlds” at the Mystetskyi Arsenal, 
Ukraine’s premiere venue in Kyiv. Over 
20,000 viewers came to see our exhibition 
and events. Our events included a concert of 
music with Anthony Coleman conducting 
18 young musicians from Kharkiv playing 
music from the Meitus score for the first 
time since 1929. People loved this perfor-
mance, which was framed by the glorious lit 
arcs of light of the Meller set, and we decid-
ed to pursue this project as a theater piece.

The pandemic put our plans on hold. 
But last November we held our first work-
shop in Kharkiv with seven local actors and 
six musicians. Thanks to the Kharkiv 
Literary Museum, I had a residency in the 
Slovo Building where many of the artists 
who created the original show in 1929 

lived. These included Messrs. Kurbas and 
Meller, as well as Maik Iohasen, the head 
writer on the show.

I shared my residency apartment with 
composer Anthony Coleman and designer 
Waldemart Klyuzko. Mr. Zhadan lived a few 
blocks from us. Every morning we walked 
to our rehearsal space in the Regional 
Center of Culture and Arts of Kharkiv, 
retracing the steps of the artists who origi-
nally created this piece. In the evening, we 
often stopped by the theater museum in 
the Shevchenko Theatre that in the 1920s 
was the Berezil. Mr. Coleman had a lecture 
at the Kotliarevsky Conservatory, which Mr. 
Meitus attended when he started working 
with Mr. Kurbas. 

Visitors gathered to view the “Kurbas: New Worlds” exhibit at the Mystetskyi 
Arsenal, Ukraine’s premiere art venue in Kyiv. Over 20,000 viewers came to see the 

exhibition and associated events.

Bohdan Poshyvailov and Mystetsky Arsenall

Serhiy Zhadan is seen during a work-
shop for “Radio 477!” in Kharkiv.

Waldemart KlyuzkoVirlana Tkacz (left) speaks with actors 
during rehearsals for “Radio 477!” in 

Kharkiv.

Waldemart Klyuzko

(Continued on page 16)
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The Ukrainian Museum in New York hosts exhibit 
of images taken by slain photojournalist Maks Levin

The Ukrainian Museum

NEW YORK – The Ukrainian Museum 
in New York announced the opening of 
its new exhibition, “Maks Levin: In 
Defense of Truth and Freedom,” which 
features a selection of photographs by 
slain Ukrainian photojournalist Maks 
Levin.

The exhibition comprises 25 prints 
from among Mr. Levin’s last pictures doc-
umenting the war that Russia continues 
to wage on Ukrainian soil.

The photographer’s body was found 
outside of Kyiv on April 1. Unarmed and 
wearing a press jacket, according to vari-
ous media reports, it is believed that Mr. 
Levin was tortured before being fatally 
shot twice by Russian soldiers. His mur-
der is regarded as a war crime.

“In Defense of Truth and Freedom” is 
open to the public and will be on display 
through September 18.

Maksim (Maks) Yevhenovych Levin, 
40, a father of four, had been working as 

a photojournalist since 2006.
In 2014, he began photographing the 

war in eastern Ukraine. He continued on 
this mission until his death in the full-
scale war waged by Russia in February.

Mr. Levin actively advocated for 
improving safety protocols for Ukrainian 
journalists. In addition to his photojour-
nalism work, Mr. Levin developed docu-
mentary projects about autistic children 
and single fathers.

The Ukrainian Museum previously 
featured the work of Mr. Levin in its 2014 
exhibition “Heroes for Freedom,” an hom-
age to those who lost their lives in the 
proxy war instigated by Russia in eastern 
Ukraine that year.

Mounted in the current exhibition are 
several of Mr. Levin’s prints from the ear-
lier show, shedding light on the long-
term war in eastern Ukraine that this 
year turned into a full-scale, country-
wide offensive by Russia.

The exhibition also includes Mr. 
Levin’s biography and a brief historical 

survey of the war.
The Ukrainian Museum, based in New 

York City, acquires, preserves and exhib-
its articles of artistic or historic signifi-
cance to the rich cultural heritage of 
Ukrainian Americans. Its collections 
include thousands of items of folk art, 
fine art and archival material.

At its founding in 1976 by the 
Ukrainian National Women’s League of 
America, the Museum was hailed as one 
of the finest achievements of Americans 
of Ukrainian descent. Since then, and par-
ticularly since its move in 2005 to a new, 
state-of-the-art building in Manhattan’s 
vibrant East Village, it has become known 
as one of the most interesting and dynam-
ic smaller museums in New York City.

Each year, the Museum organizes sev-
eral exhibitions, publishes bilingual 
(English/Ukrainian) catalogues and pres-
ents a wide range of public and educa-
tional programs, including concerts, 
films, lectures, courses, workshops and 
special events.

Feature film asks whether it’s better to grow up without a father than to live as a slave
by Lidia M. Wasylyn

EDMONTON – The Edmonton branches 
of the League of Ukrainian Canadian 
Women (LUCW) and the League of 
Ukrainian Canadians (LUC) sponsored the 
showing of a new Ukrainian film by movie 
maker Mykhailo Ukhman at the Ukrainian 
Youth Unity Complex on June 30.  “Shliakh 
Pokolin” (The Path of Generations) is a fea-
ture film with a sprinkling of short, on 
point interviews.

The event was opened by Edmonton 
LUC President Martyn Stusiak who noted 
the dual symbolism and tragedy of showing 
a film about the war in Ukraine on the 81st 
anniversary of the Act of Restoration of the 
Ukrainian State in 1941, after 23 years of 
Russian communist occupation. 

“Shliakh Pokolin” is primarily a feature 
film that tells the story of a young 
Ukrainian, Nazar, who tries to live a normal 
life while war rages on in eastern Ukraine. 
He and his wife appear content and are 
expecting a child. But underneath his stoic 
face there is a volcano rumbling and the 
viewer can feel tension and discord grow-
ing between the couple. When Nazar hears 
of the death of a friend’s son on the front, 
he dismisses it, saying it’s all politics and he 
is not into politics.

Everything changes when Nazar experi-
ences an inexplicable conversation with an 
old warrior of the Ukrainian Insurgent 
Army (the UPA) who seemingly comes to 
him in a dream challenging Nazar’s cool 
indifference to the war in Ukraine. 
Following this perplexing meeting, he 
rethinks his life and must reconcile his 
choices with the realities around him.

Nazar has a couple more unexpected 
encounters that force him to reevaluate his 
life. He decides he must join the war effort 
because he can longer sit on the sidelines 
while others are paying an extremely high 
price for his peaceful life.

“Shliakh Pokolin” is the work of Mr. 
Ukhman, who is from the Volyn region of 
Ukraine. He is also a journalist, and a for-
mer participant of the war in the Donbas 
region of Ukraine. The subject of this film 
grew out of a project called “We will pre-
serve them for the ages.”

As reported in threе online stories that 

appeared in the Ukrainian news site 
Volynski Novyny, Mr. Ukhman said that in 
Volyn Oblast there are tens of UPA soldiers 
who can tell us about their lives, about the 
battle for Ukraine and the anguish they 
endured at the hand of the Red Army.

“In the years of independence, hundreds 
of heroes have passed on, having taken 
with them to their graves the secrets of 
their battles with the occupiers. Sadly, no 
authorities in this area managed the impor-
tant task of filming the stories of their lives 
so that we would have the opportunity to 
write books and make films about them,” 
he said.

And that is why “Shliakh Pokolin” is also 
a documentary film. Mr. Ukhman seamless-
ly connects different periods of wars for 
Ukraine’s independence, the past with the 
present. Based on interviews with two for-
mer combatants of the UPA, Mr. Ukhman 
creates dramatic historic characters that 
are genuine, living persons. They are survi-
vors and witnesses to the horrors of both 
Nazi and Stalinist terror against Ukraine. 
They are living history about the war for 
the liberation of Ukraine.

The first of these characters is 93-year-
old Hanna Abramchuk, called Zelena, and 
97-year-old Stepan Petrash, both survivors 
of the Gulag. Viewers meet them as youths 

in the film as they bravely face the dangers 
of World War II with grace and faith. Short 
parts of interviews with them make the 
film’s story line sensitive and believable. 
Viewers feel Hanna’s and Stepan’s love for 
their country, their fear in moments of dan-
ger as well as their pain and trauma. 
Weaving short documentary interviews 
into a feature film is a masterful tool that 
nurtures positive feelings toward the char-
acters. 

Mr. Ukhman skillfully jumps from scenes 
of World War II to the front line of the war 
in eastern Ukraine. Work on this film began 
long before Russia launched its full-scale 
war on Ukraine and was inspired by the 
war in eastern Ukraine that has been raging 
since 2014. Despite being set in two differ-
ent periods, decades apart, the human feel-
ings, hopes and dreams are the same for 
each generation of warriors.

Just as Hanna and Stepan sacrificed their 
youth and personal happiness to do what 
they needed to do to defend their country, 
today’s Ukrainians also struggle to find 
their own place in the life of their nation. A 
particularly poignant moment occurs when 
a fellow soldier asks Nazar why he left his 
pregnant wife to fight at the front, and 
whether he wants his child to grow up 
without a father. Nazar compellingly replies 

A promotional poster in Ukrainian for the film “Shliakh Pokolin.”
Courtesy of Lidia M. Wasylyn

that it would be better to grow up without 
a father than to live as a slave.

Even though it has been generations 
since World War II and very few warriors 
like Hanna and Stefan are alive today, the 
fundamental desire of the Ukrainian nation 
to be a free, independent and sovereign 
country is unchanged. 

It is interesting that Mr. Ukhman does 
not spend much time vilifying the enemy. 
There are no disturbing graphic scenes, but 
the viewer knows exactly what terrible 
events befall the heroes. He does not try to 
make the enemies worse than they were or 
are today. On the contrary, Mr. Ukhman 
clearly shows the aggressor’s evil brutality, 
but he does not allow them to become 
highlights of the film. Viewers are not left 
with positive feelings toward the enemies.

Mr. Ukhman demonstrates his skill as a 
movie maker through his choice of actors. 
The same actor plays the role of Nazar and 
an UPA commander in World War II. This 
kind of story telling layers two different 
wars together and underscores that today’s 
war is against the same aggressor. The bat-
tlefield technology today is high tech, but 
the aspirations of a nation do not change. 
They are eternal. 

The tragedy in this film is that history 
repeats. The words of historian Petro 
Mirchuk are as true today as they were 
decades ago: “… with the proclamation of 
June 30, 1941, the Ukrainian nation 
showed before the entire world and before 
history that it wishes to lead its own life 
and is prepared to defend its right to live 
freely in its own independent country 
against the imperialist encroachments of 
every enemy and under all conditions.”

“Shliakh Pokolin” does not have a 
Hollywood happy ending, but viewers do 
not despair either. The film concludes with 
a strong sense of hope; just like the soldiers 
of UPA in the last century, the brave sol-
diers of today know and believe in the righ-
teousness of their fight for freedom.

The official soundtrack of the movie is a 
song by the rock band Kozak System, 
“Liberty is Like Love.”

The film has had a well-received, though 
limited release in Ukraine. Showings at var-
ious film festival are in the works. It is espe-
cially important for as many citizens of 
Ukraine as possible to see this informative 
and interesting film. It would likely be 
something they could personally relate to 
while increasing the general appreciation 
for the significance of a repeated battle for 
Ukrainian sovereignty. The Ukrainian lan-
guage is used almost exclusively in this film 
and is presented in a manner that most 
diaspora Ukrainian speakers will under-
stand. The film has English subtitles, mak-
ing it accessible to a large audience.

Lidia M. Wasylyn is a member of the 
Edmonton Alberta Branch of the League of 
Ukrainian Canadian Women.

L I K E
The Ukrainian Weekly
on Facebook!

www.facebook.com/
TheUkrainianWeekly
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traffickers. The U.S. State Department said 
Russia is especially prominent in a new sec-
tion of the report titled “State-Sponsored 
Trafficking in Persons” because of its activi-
ties in Ukraine. U.S. Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken said currently there are 
nearly 25 million trafficking victims world-
wide and expressly commented on those 
from Ukraine. “Millions of Ukrainians have 
had to flee their homes, ... some leaving the 
country altogether, most with just what 
they were able to carry,” Mr. Blinken told a 
ceremony as he presented the report. “That 
makes them highly vulnerable to exploita-
tion.” In addition to Russia, the state-spon-
sored trafficking section lists Afghanistan, 
Burma, Cuba, Iran, North Korea and five 
other countries with a “documented ‘policy 

or pattern’ of human trafficking,” forced 
labor in government-affiliated sectors and 
sexual slavery in government camps. The 
report also contains a separate list of 12 
countries that employ or recruit child sol-
diers. It included Russia and a number of 
the other countries that are on the new 
state-sponsors list. The report’s individual 
country chapters detailed the scale of traf-
ficking in each. The Russia chapter said 
Moscow was “actively complicit in the 
forced labor” of North Korean migrant 
workers, including by issuing visas to them 
in an apparent bid to circumvent United 
Nations resolutions demanding their repa-
triation. It also cited reports that after seiz-
ing parts of Ukraine’s eastern Donbas 
region in 2014, Russia-backed separatists 
used children to work at checkpoints and 
serve in other jobs, including as combat-
ants. In addition, it cited reports that 
Russian-led forces have forced thousands of 

Ukrainians, including children, through “fil-
tration camps,” where they are compelled 
to accept Russian passports before being 
transported to remote areas of Russia. The 
Russian Embassy in Washington did not 
respond immediately to a request for com-
ment on the allegations in the report, 
according to Reuters. Mr. Blinken said the 
United States is committed to fighting 
human trafficking because it destabilizes 
societies, undermines economies, harms 
workers, enriches those who exploit the 
people who are trafficked, undercuts legiti-
mate business and “most fundamentally, 
because it is so profoundly wrong.” (RFE/
RL, with reporting by Reuters)

Bidens welcome Zelenska to White House

U.S. President Joe Biden and his wife, 
First Lady Jill Biden, welcomed Ukraine’s 
first lady, Olena Zelenska, to the White 
House on July 19. Ms. Zelenska, the wife of 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, 
and Jill Biden embraced outside the White 
House after she arrived in a black sport 
utility vehicle. The president gave her a 
bouquet that included sunflowers, 
Ukraine’s national flower. The women 
posed for press photos before going inside, 
where the administration briefed Ms. 
Zelenska on how the United States is trying 
to help Ukrainians who are suffering men-
tally and emotionally from the war. Ms. 
Zelenska, who first met Ms. Biden in May 
when the U.S. first lady traveled to western 
Ukraine during a European tour, was on a 
high-profile visit to Washington. Ms. Biden 

said since her visit to Ukraine she had spo-
ken to her team about helping address 
mental-health issues for mothers and chil-
dren who have suffered atrocities. Mr. 
Zelenskyy said he expects “significant 
results” from his wife’s meetings in 
Washington. In addition to her meeting 
with Ms. Biden, Ms.Zelenska was scheduled 
to speak to lawmakers in an auditorium in 
the Capitol on July 20. She visited the State 
Department on July 18. Her tasks include 
increasing U.S. support for Ukraine, obtain-
ing additional support to “protect people 
from Russian terror” and boosting humani-
tarian assistance, Mr. Zelenskyy said in a 
late-night video address. He said the 
address to Congress would be important, 
adding, “I strongly believe it will be heard 
by those people responsible for making 
decisions in the United States.” (RFE/RL, 
based on reporting by Reuters and AP)

Russia preparing to annex more territory

Russia is laying the groundwork for the 
annexation of more Ukrainian territory and 
is installing illegitimate proxy leaders in 
areas of the country under its control, the 
White House said on July 19. John Kirby, 
spokesman for the National Security 
Council (NSC), told a White House news 
briefing that the Russians plan to organize 
“sham referenda” in the areas it has seized, 
possibly as early as September, and are pre-
paring to establish the ruble as the default 
currency and force residents to apply for 
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the events in the Donbas was comparative-
ly small. Now, the war has a comparatively 
greater impact on Russian society, and the 
Kremlin is trying to involve as many people 
as possible in its aggressive policy.

This goal is achieved through a “covert 
mobilization” and promised incentives. In 
March, a law was passed recognizing par-
ticipants of the “special military operation 
in Ukraine” as war veterans and providing 
them with extra bonuses, including pen-
sions, assistance in buying homes and tax 
privileges. (Kommersant, March 26). In 
July, the Federation Council (Russian sen-
ate) approved a bill under which civilian 
specialists working in the zone of the “spe-
cial military operation” would also receive 
war veteran status along with the corre-
sponding privileges (Parlamentskaya gaze-
ta, July 8).

Meanwhile, a law was recently passed to 
abolish the age limit for finishing one’s first 
contract of military service, which was pre-
viously age 40 (RIA Novosti, May 28). The 
next change was a law permitting the army 
to enter into contracts with 18-year-old 
school graduates who had never served in 
the military (Bbc.com/Russian, June 25). 
Furthermore, although general mobiliza-
tion has not been officially announced, 
human rights activists have highlighted 
that cases of sending reservists for medical 
examinations and efforts to attract volun-
teers and contract soldiers to the war have 
both become more frequent (Сurrenttime.
tv, May 11).

In addition to the military, the Kremlin 
authorities are trying to actively involve 
civilians in the events in the Donbas – not 
only doctors and first responders but also 
students from Russian regions are being 
encouraged to move to the Russian-
occupied territories (Izhevsk-news.net, 
June 8). Teachers, if they agree to relocate 
to the disputed regions, are being promised 
a double salary and impressive per diem 
payments (Еspreso.tv, July 10). Moreover, 
in a recent meeting with the heads of 
Russia’s parliamentary factions, President 

Vladimir Putin personally supported an ini-
tiative for a visit by the deputies to the 
occupied regions of Ukraine (Kremlin.ru, 
July 7).

This level of public involvement in the 
war creates the prerequisites for people 
who “passed through Donbas” to have spe-
cial credibility with the Russian majority. 
Indeed, several of them are already speak-
ing in harsh terms regarding the authorities 
in Moscow. Former Federal Security Service 
(FSB) officer Igor Girkin (Strelkov), who 
unleashed the initial invasion of Ukraine in 
2014, has, for all these years, consistently 
criticized Putin personally. Today, Mr. 
Strelkov outright predicts the same fate for 
the Russian president as deceased Libyan 
dictator Muammar Gaddafi if he once again 
“shamefully surrenders” in the war with 
Ukraine. The former FSB officer also 
demands the replacement of at least part of 
Putin’s team of “thieves, scoundrels and 
traitors” (YouTube, June 14).

If eight years ago Mr. Strelkov’s position 
seemed marginal, today other Russian pro-
pagandists warn that, if Russian authorities 
“do not stick it out to the end” in the seizure 
of Ukrainian territories, as well as in the 
cardinal economic and political restructur-
ing of the country, they will lose the peo-
ple’s support. Pro-Kremlin “experts” muse 
that “the initiative of the people, which was 
awakened during the special operation … 
will be impossible to contain” if victory is 
not complete (YouTube, July 8).

As mentioned previously, for the time 
being, waging a protracted war is beneficial 
for Putin (see Eurasia Daily Monitor, June 
30), and thus, in the near future, Russian 
authorities will most likely be able to meet 
the expectations of the growing radical 
minority in this aspect. However, in terms 
of economic achievements and restructur-
ing a system based on total corruption, 
prospects for the Kremlin are remarkably 
dimmer. As such, these radicals nurtured 
by Russian government propaganda may 
sooner or later turn on their creators.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)

Is a military coup...
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citizenship. Russia is also attempting to 
take control of broadcasting towers, he said, 
adding that the assessments were based on 
U.S. intelligence. “Russia is beginning to roll 
out a version of what you could call an 
annexation playbook very similar to the one 
we saw in 2014,” when it invaded and even-
tually annexed Crimea, Mr. Kirby said. 
“Already, Russia is installing illegitimate 
proxy officials in the areas of Ukraine that 
are under its control,” Mr. Kirby said. The 
areas targeted for annexation include 
Kherson, Zaporizhia, and all of Donetsk and 
Luhansk. “Annexation by force will be a 
gross violation of the U.N. Charter and we 
will not allow it to go unchallenged or 
unpunished,” Mr. Kirby said. A report from 
the Organization for Security and 

Cooperation in Europe’s Office for 
Democratic Institutions and Human Rights 
released last week said that Russia was forc-
ing Ukrainian citizens to accept Russian 
passports. The NSC spokesman said he was 
again highlighting the Russian plans “so the 
world knows that any purported annexa-
tion is premeditated, illegal and illegiti-
mate.” Mr. Kirby said the United States 
would respond to Russia’s actions “swiftly 
and severely and in lockstep with our allies 
and partners.” The response will include 
sanctions on Russian-installed “puppets and 
proxies,” he said. Mr. Kirby also said that in 
the next few days the United States will 
announce a new weapons package for 
Ukraine. The aid is expected to include 
more high-mobility artillery rocket systems 
(HIMARS). Ukraine has said the HIMARS 
delivered thus far have been a critical weap-
on in its fight to repel Russian troops. (RFE/ 
RL, with reporting by Reuters and AFP)

(Continued from page 14)
NEWSBRIEFS

The following is the full text of the procla-
mation signed by New Jersey Gov. Phil 
Murphy and Lt. Gov. Sheila Oliver.

State of New Jersey,  Executive 
Department

Proclamation
Whereas, 90 years ago, Soviet leader 

Joseph Stalin and his totalitarian regime 
committed an act of genocide through the 
implementation of an engineered famine, 
confiscating all food stuffs from the 
Ukrainian people resulting in deaths of 
7-10 million innocent men, women and 
children; and

Whereas, this genocide, Holodomor, 
meaning “murder by starvation,” was spe-
cifically designed by the Soviet regime to 

punish independent-minded Ukrainians for 
their resistance to Stalin’s political, eco-
nomic and social oppression; and

Whereas, even as the Soviets continued 
to export Ukraine’s grain to the rest of the 
world, Ukrainian fanners, who tended to 
the farms in the breadbasket of Europe, 
were purposely starved to a slow and pain-
ful death; and

Whereas, hundreds of archival KGB doc-
uments created during this genocide 
detailed and described the Soviet regime’s 
actions and intention to destroy Ukraine’s 
national identity by deporting and execut-
ing Ukraine’s religious, intellectual and cul-
tural leaders, and prosecuting or executing 
others who dared to speak of the 
Holodomor; and

Whereas, through the newly released 
major motion film entitled “Mr. Jones,” 
depicting Welsh journalist Gareth Jones 
who reported on the Holodomor, the world 
is awarded an opportunity to understand 
the realities of the Soviet crime; and

Whereas, under the theme “Ukraine 
Remembers, the World Acknowledges,” it is 
incumbent upon the global community to 
recognize the Ukrainian Holodomor, 1932-
1933, as a genocide and a crime against 
humanity, all the while learning from the 
past to prevent similar tragedies from 
occurring in the future;

Now, therefore, I, Philip D. Murphy, gov-
ernor of the state of New Jersey, do hereby 
proclaim 2022 as Ukrainian Genocide 
Remembrance Year in the state of New 

Jersey, and urge all individuals, groups, 
organizations and institutions to remember 
the Holodomor with appropriate activities 
designed to honor its victims and educate 
the world about this tragic episode in the 
world’s history. Throughout this 90th anni-
versary year, let us recommit ourselves to 
reflect upon the historical truth of the hei-
nous crimes of totalitarian regimes, so that 
we may one day eliminate tyranny from 
our world.

Given, under my hand and the Great Seal 
of the state of New jersey, this 22nd day of 
April in the year 2022, the 246th year of 
the independence of the United States.

Philip D. Murphy, N.J. governor
Sheila Oliver, N.J. lieutenant governor

New Jersey issues proclamation calling 2022 ‘Ukrainian Genocide Remembrance Year’

they would not make it across the border 
that day. While they were on the road, the 
Ukrainian parliament voted to restrict men 
from leaving the country. So, they went to 
Mr. Burda’s parents’ house in Sokal, a town 
15 kilometers from the Polish border.

They stayed there for two weeks.
In the first few days, the couple decided 

that having Ms. Burda travel to Poland with 
their daughter was not an option.

But the situation in Ukraine seemed to 
be deteriorating.

“At some point, we had no choice except 
to send Iryna to Poland. The geography of 
warfare became immense, so it became too 
dangerous for her to stay here. It wasn’t easy 
to make that decision. It was hard to accept 
that we would be separated for a long time 
without knowing when it would end. When 
we made the decision, Iryna couldn’t hide 
her emotions; she was crying. But the 
departure was inevitable,” Mr. Burda said.

The couple didn’t believe the war would 
end quickly. Missile strikes hit the Lviv 
region. Mr. Burda saw how his wife was 
affected by the air raid sirens. She couldn’t 
sleep all night; she was anxious.

“It was awful for our child,” Mr. Burda 
said.

“The tipping point was when we 
couldn’t find iodine in pharmacies. It’s a 
common medicine that pregnant women 
need to use regularly. A few days before, 
there was a threat of an attack on a nuclear 
power plant, and people started buying a 
lot of iodine to use in case of a nuclear 
disaster. We went to all pharmacies in the 
area, but no iodine was left. I think that this 
situation finally made up our minds. If 
there are troubles with basic pills, what 
could happen next?” Mr. Burda said, recall-
ing the moment the couple decided that 
Ms. Burda should go to Poland.

They postponed Ms. Burda’s trip to 
Poland four times. Each time, the couple still 
had hope that the situation would improve 
in a few days and that Ukraine would 
become a safer place. But it didn’t happen.

“The road to the border was tough. A 
very fitting song played on the radio, right 
to the border, and it made the atmosphere 
even more intense. Fortunately, I was sit-
ting in the front seat, and Ira could not see 
me at that moment, which was probably 
good. I could hardly hold myself back from 
crying. It is usually difficult for me to cry 
because of emotions. But, at that moment, I 
was ready to cry,” Mr. Burda said.

“I understood that this was a sacrifice 
that had to be made to ensure a potentially 
better future for my wife and child. I con-
soled myself with this. We didn’t know 
what would happen tomorrow or in a 
week, but I knew she would be safer there. 
The whole trip was planned, and we knew 

exactly where she was going,” he said.
Only a few days before Ms. Burda left for 

Poland, the waiting time at the border cross-
ing was more than 10 hours long. But on the 
day of her departure, there was no line.

“I remembered one moment when we 
were already saying goodbye. She was 
standing, I crouched, hugged her belly, and 
it was this moment that I recalled every day 
for the next three months,” Mr. Burda said. 
“I understood that I was saying goodbye 
not only to my wife but also to my daughter. 
Probably that’s why this particular moment 
was so imprinted on me. I remember the 
moment when we were sitting in the tent. I 
remember the road there; I remember her 
walking with their bags toward the Polish 
border. I remember it all, but that moment 
was simply the most difficult.”

Since their goodbye at the border on 
March 12, Mr. Burda has not seen his wife 
and child.

Mr. Burda was supposed to be there 
when his wife gave birth. It was explained 
to them during prenatal classes how vital 
the first minutes are for the child; how she 
has to be placed on the parents so that she 
feels her parents’ skin.

“I was still hopeful to make it to the child-
birth. Even after Iryna left, I monitored the 
website of our state border service, looking 
for an order that would allow me to visit her 
at least for a few days. I knew that we wanted 
to continue living in Ukraine, so the option of 
crossing the border illegally did not exist for 
me at all because we still want to stay here, 
and we adhere to this strategy for the future. 
There were moments when I really tried to 
come to an agreement with myself. But this 
distant goal, this plan that we built together, 
we clearly saw that our daughter would 
grow up in Ukraine,” Mr. Burda said.

He continued talking with his wife daily 
– on the phone and via video calls. Even 
during short pauses in his interview with 
this correspondent, Mr. Burda texted his 
wife back. The couple has talked every day, 
in one way or another, since they said good-
bye at the border in March.

Ms. Burda’s birthday passed during her 
stay in Poland. Mr. Burda sent her flowers.

She later told him it was the first time 
that she cried receiving flowers.

“Those were the tears of sadness, not 
happiness because of the distance between 
us,” Mr. Burda said.

Ms. Burda’s mother traveled to Poland to 
support her before and after the child’s birth.

“At some point, when Iryna was already 
in a hospital, we were texting, and she 
promised to keep me updated; then we 
wished each other a good night. For some 
reason, I couldn’t fall asleep that night. At 
5:20, I received a message from Iryna’s 
mother, ‘Congratulations, Andrii, you 
became a father.’ I felt pure happiness. I for-
got all the negative feelings that I couldn’t 
be there with her. Nothing bothered me at 
that moment. The world turned into a bub-

(Continued from page 1)

Tasked... ble for the three of us. She was far away, but 
all my thoughts were in the same room 
with her,” Mr. Burda said.

“I was ready to become a father two 
years before Eva was born. When I first saw 
a picture of Eva, I felt joy. I couldn’t fully 
believe that this was my daughter,” he said.

“My fatherhood experience was much 
easier than I expected. I did not have those 
sleepless nights that all my friends with 
kids had,” he said, laughing. “But I lacked it. 
I wanted to experience those nights when a 
baby’s scream wakes you up.”

“My wife often puts me on loudspeakers, 
and Eva reacts to my voice. I believe that 
she remembers my voice from when she 
was in Iryna’s belly and I talked to her. A 
few days ago, Eva started smiling when she 
heard my voice. She was playing with her 
toys. But when I started talking, she 
stopped, was shocked for a moment, and 
smiled,” Mr. Burda said.

Ms. Burda has also made big sacrifices to 
keep Eva safe. She experienced periods in 
Poland when she was alone with Eva, and 
she found it very difficult to be a young 
mom in a foreign country.

“These past few weeks, she says that she 
does not care about missile attacks; she 
wants to return to me,” Mr. Burda said.

A few weeks ago, Poland celebrated a 
national holiday. The town where Ms. 
Burda has stayed with Eva traditionally 
fires a cannon during their celebration.

“I felt extreme fear in her voice. I tried to 
calm her down, saying that she was far away 
from war, in a different country, where war-
fare is impossible, at least for now. But I felt 
how her voice trembled,” Mr. Burda said.

Now the couple is ready to reunite in Lviv.
“We know what to expect, so it is not so 

terrifying as at the beginning. But it still 
will be stressful,” he said.

“I know everything about Eva. The only 
thing I don’t know is how she smells. She is 

quite tall and has nice hair – she was born 
with it. During this period, I witnessed her 
development: how she began to see clearly, 
how her movements became conscious. 
Now she can pick up a toy and try to munch 
it. Her favorite toy is a colorful cow. She 
knows what she wants and moves to her 
goal,” Mr. Burda said.

His phone is filled with pictures and vid-
eos of his daughter.

“When I meet her for the first time, I will 
hug her and say, ‘nice to meet you, Eva 
Andriivna.’ I want to touch her skin, feel her 
weight and know her smell. I imagine this 
moment of our first meeting every single 
day. For the entire first day, I will watch how 
she acts and how she sleeps,” Mr. Burda said.

“When my wife left for Poland, my 
hatred toward Russians reached its peak. 
That was the moment when their aggres-
sion reached me directly. I understand that 
many people experience far worse things, 
terrible things. But now, I can feel the sad 
impact of war on myself. However, I am 
happy. If I returned to the day when Iryna 
went to Poland, I would do everything the 
same way,” he said.

When Mr. Burda wakes up, his first 
thoughts are about his wife and daughter; 
he goes to sleep with these thoughts.

“Even during the day, I lose the conver-
sation thread because my mind goes to 
them. I keep thinking about what they are 
doing at that moment. Right now, they are 
on a walk; Ira just sent me some pictures,” 
Mr. Burda said.

“I feel sadness because of what we expe-
rienced. It’s a weight you always carry. This 
feeling keeps me from functioning normally 
as a human; these thoughts are always with 
me. I cannot focus on work. After the first 
months of the Russian invasion, I got used 
to war. But I cannot get used to the fact that 
I have a daughter I have never seen,” Mr. 
Burda said.
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manders ordered the brigade to defend a 
line opposite Ukrainian forces that 
stretched up to 64 kilometers in length (40 
miles) – about four times what the brigade’s 
troop strength could reasonably protect.

At another moment, he said, unit com-
manders ordered a squad of five soldiers to 
try to seize a nearby settlement defended 
by up to 200 Ukrainian soldiers.

Mr. Kaminsky said discontent had been 
building in the unit for weeks, if not 
months. He said he himself had written 
some 20 complaints and demands for reas-
signment, but his superior officers had 
rejected them – or even tore the papers up 
completely.

In all, 78 soldiers including Mr. 
Kaminsky openly challenged his orders, 
and demanded to be either sent home or 
reassigned, he said.

Unit commanders then staged an inter-
vention. According to an audio recording 
shared with Current Time, commanders 
met with the insubordinate soldiers on July 
17, alternately threatening, begging and 
trying to coerce them to remain in service 
or rescind their resignation requests.

“Command post guard duty? Artillery 
sentry duty? Anybody want it?” the com-
mander, a lieutenant colonel identified only 
by his surname Agafonov, can be heard tell-
ing the soldiers. “Brigade commanders ask 
who wants to guard the second gunners’ 
unit. Anyone? Three days of duty?”

“They’re making everything so easy for 
you, guys. I’m warning you, this is a final 
offer,” he is heard telling the soldiers. “If no 
one’s willing to take the offers from the bri-

gade commanders, I won’t detain you. But 
you have until 6 p.m. today. After that, I 
won’t look at any new offers.”

According to Mr. Kaminsky, the pressure 
ended up working in part: As of July 16, 50 
of the 78 soldiers who had demanded to 
return to their home base had relented.

For the remainder, however, unit com-
manders ordered them arrested, and held 
in a makeshift brig in the Luhansk region, 
according to Mr. Kaminsky, where they 
were being given food only once a day.

As of July 20, the fate of the detained sol-
diers was unknown.

Russian military regulations provide 
some legal justification and procedures for 
soldiers who disobey orders, according to 
Sergei Krivenko, a rights activist – particu-
larly for those who state they are anti-war, 
or pacifists.

“If a soldier acts according to such proce-
dures, then he cannot be criminally prose-
cuted for this. Because there are no crimi-
nal articles for requesting the termination 
of a contract based on anti-war beliefs,” Mr. 
Krivenko told Current Time. “The soldier is 
in the unit; he’s not running away any-
where. And that means he can’t be prose-
cuted for desertion or going AWOL.”

“He’s not refusing to carry out orders, so 
the article on insubordination or disobey-
ing orders isn’t relevant either, because he’s 
not refusing to do so,” he said. “He simply 
declares that he has anti-war convictions.”

‘I had to refuse so I could stay alive’

Russia’s troops in Ukraine are largely 
made up of contract soldiers: volunteer 
personnel who sign fixed-term contracts 
for service. The range of experience varies. 
Other units include troops from private 
military companies like Wagner, or special-

ized, semiautonomous units overseen by 
Chechnya’s strongman leader, Ramzan 
Kadyrov.

The discontent in Mr. Kaminsky’s 11th 
Brigade is not an isolated case, and there 
are indications that Russian commanders 
are trying different tactics to keep the prob-
lem from spiraling out of control: for exam-
ple, by publicly shaming soldiers who are 
refusing to fight.

In Buryatia, where the 11th Brigade is 
based, dozens of personnel have sought 
legal assistance from local activists, seeking 
to break their contracts and get out of ser-
vice in Ukraine, for various reasons.

In the southern Russian town of 
Budyonnovsk, on the home base for the 
205th Cossack Motorized Rifle Brigade, 
commanders have erected a “wall of 
shame” with the names, ranks and photo-
graphs of some 300 soldiers who have dis-
obeyed orders in the Ukraine war.

“They forgot their military oaths, the 
ceremonial promise, their vows of duty to 
their Fatherland,” the board reads.

In conversations with Current Time via 
the Russian social media giant VK, several 
soldiers from the brigade disputed the cir-
cumstances behind their inclusion on the 
wall of shame. All asked that their names 
be withheld for fear of further punishment 
or retaliation by commanders.

“I understand everything, of course. I 
signed a contract. I’m supposed to be ready 
for any situation; this war, this special oper-
ation,” one soldier wrote. “But I was think-
ing, I’m still young; at any moment, a piece 
of shrapnel, a bullet could fly into my head.”

The soldier said he broke his contract 
and resigned from the brigade before the 
February 24 invasion, once he realized it 
was in fact going forward.

“I thought a long time about it and came 
to the decision. I understood that I had to 
refuse so I could stay alive,” he said. “I don’t 
regret it one bit.”

‘You’re nobody’

Another soldier from the 205th Brigade 
also said commanders gave no preparation 
to soldiers before the war, and when the 
units deployed, they were told they were 
going on exercises.

“We didn’t have normal munitions, no 
flak jackets or helmets. We had no food, no 
water,” he said. “Honestly, we had to supply 
ourselves” with food.

“I didn’t think I would quit, but it hap-
pened because of my wife’s difficult preg-
nancy, when I asked for a delay until after 
she gave birth,” a third soldier told Current 
Time in a VK message. “The bosses’ 
response was: ‘We don’t care about your 
problems, go ahead and quit.’”

In his conversations with Current Time, 
Mr. Kaminsky lamented what he described 
as commanders’ callous disregard for the 
wellbeing of their troops.

“These people are ready for anything. 
They don’t care about the life of a soldier; 
what’s more important is his position and 
rank,” Mr. Kaminsky said.

“‘I’d rather bury you on the front line, on 
the line of defense, than give up my posi-
tion,’” he said, describing the sentiments of 
his commanders. “They just don’t care. 
You’re just a soldier for them; you’re nobody.”

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/russian-soldiers-
ukraine-refuse-fight/31952117.html).

(Continued from page 4)

Why Russian...

We were inspired by the close physical 
presence of the past in Kharkiv, and also 
by the city’s great energy and hope for the 
future. This is reflected in the first act of 
“Radio 477!,” which we put together in 
Kharkiv last November. Following the 
structure of the 1929 show, we have 
scenes in Kharkiv near a poster announc-
ing a new show, then in a brand-new 
department store, park and theater. We 
even have a scene with a spectacular theft, 
just like in the original. We called our 
show “Radio 477!” after the first radio sta-
tion in Kharkiv. We wanted to examine our 
relationship to those times when every-
one was busy dancing, but dark times 
were just around the corner. We didn’t 
realize how true this would become for 
our show and times too.

We were scheduled to do a second 
workshop in the city in March, but 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine prevented 
this. A few days after the invasion, Yara 
organized a “Stand with Ukraine” event 
with Eugene Hutz and numerous down-
town artists at the Ukrainian Museum in 
New York. Many such events followed.

Mr. Zhadan, who remained in Kharkiv 
organizing humanitarian aid in the city, 
urged us to continue work on our theater 
project. We had always planned to include 
Yara’s diverse group of New Yorkers in our 
show. This spring we conducted our sec-
ond workshop with them at La MaMa. Our 
spring workshop culminated in a perfor-
mance at a festival dedicated to Vaclav 
Havel at the Bohemian National Hall in 
Manhattan. 

A few days later, Mr. Zhadan posted the 
following on his Facebook page:

“I wrote the words, trying to imagine, 
what Maik Iohansen, the original writer of 
the libretto, could have wanted to say, and 

legendary jazz musician Anthony 
Coleman, worked with the notes of the 
father of Ukrainian jazz, Yuliy Meitus, giv-
ing them a contemporary sound.

“The result was an ironic and moving 
show about Kharkiv, portrayed as the cap-
ital of jazz and constructivism, a city of 
theaters and business, about love, desire 
and politics. There was a lot of singing and 
radio in the show. In a word, it was a satir-
ical lyrical revue about the city which is 
stepping out of a past that at the same 
time influences its future.

“We planned to continue working on 
our show this spring in Kharkiv. However, 
that is not possible right now, so Virlana is 
working on it in New York with American 
actors. I think it’s good that today in an 
East Village theater they are singing about 
Kharkiv, remembering Iohansen, Meitus, 
the Ukrainian avantgarde and that wild 
and incomprehensible city on the Lopan. 
We must talk about ourselves, tell others 

about ourselves. And this can’t be done 
without jazz,” Mr. Zhadan wrote.

In the 1920s, Mr. Kurbas created inno-
vative productions with his Berezil 
Theatre hoping to create a modern urban 
culture in Soviet Ukraine that would tran-
scend the difficult past and create a new 
vibrant Ukrainian community in the city. 
He did this with a diverse group of artists 
who looked to Europe, America and jazz 
for inspiration. Mr. Kurbas himself was 
from Western Ukraine (which was part of 
Poland in the 1920s) and was educated in 
Vienna.

Mr. Meller, Berezil’s brilliant designer, 
was born in St. Petersburg and was of 
Swedish ancestry. He was educated in Kyiv 
and Munich, where he exhibited his art 
with Kandinsky, Klee and the artists of the 
Blue Rider Group, the most innovative 
visual group in the pre-World War I 
Germany.

Mr. Meitus, the composer for 15 Berezil 

productions in Kharkiv, was from a Jewish 
family living in central Ukraine. He studied 
music with Heinrich Neuhaus and at the 
Music Institute in Kharkiv where he head-
ed the first jazz band. All his scores for the 
Berezil Theatre were thought to be 
destroyed, until we located the score for 
“Hello, This Is Radio 477!”

The leading actress of the Berezil in 
Kharkiv was Valentyna Chystaikova, an 
ethnic Russian born in St Petersburg, 
while the leading actors, Yosyp Hirniak 
and Marian Krushelnytsky, like Mr. 
Kurbas, came from Western Ukraine. Mr. 
Iohansen, the author of the core of the text 
of “Hello, This Is Radio 477!” was born in 
Kharkiv, and he was of Latvian heritage.

Mr. Kurbas brought together this amaz-
ingly diverse group of artists to help him 
create modern urban Ukrainian culture in 
Kharkiv. Unfortunately, many of these peo-
ple and their work were destroyed in the 
purges of the 1930s. “Radio 477!” is a new 
theater piece, grounded in history, but 
about our relationship today to this past 
that is both so full of light, and always on 
the verge of darkness. 

Currently, performers are again work-
shopping “Radio 477!” at the La MaMa 
rehearsal studios and are creating new 
scenes and rehearsing the music. The 
show is scheduled to be performed at 
PS21 in Chatham, N.Y., on August 19 and 
20.

Many Ukrainians have made this part of 
New York their favorite summer spot. It is 
a short drive from Hunter, New Paltz, 
Albany and just down the road from the 
Plast Camp in East Chatham. For details 
see www.yaraartsgroup.net

Readers are invited to view Yara’s 
work, talk to your neighbors about 
Russia’s war in Ukraine and contribute to 
the Serhiy Zhadan Charitable Foundation 
through Razom and other organizations 
that support Ukraine’s valiant fight for 
democracy and a free Ukraine today. 

(Continued from page 11)

Making Yara...

The musical score for “Hello, This Is Radio 477!,” which was written in 1929, was 
recently discovered and put on public display.

Yevgen Nikiforov/Mystetsky Arsenal
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The Ukrainian men’s curling team 
shocked the world with their stunning sil-
ver medal win at the European C-Division 
Championships in Kaunas, Lithuania, in 
early May. The athletes fled war in their 
home country, gained temporary refuge in 
Finland and were gifted the necessary sup-
plies, equipment, training facilities, meals 
and lodging to prepare them for the compe-
tition.

Their amazing story continued with 
news that the nine athletes and their 
Estonian coach are currently in the United 
States at the University of Utah campus, 
training at the Olympic Oval in Kearns, Utah. 
The entire expense of their stay in Utah is 
being covered by the Utah Olympic Legacy 
Foundation and the Community Foundation 
of Utah. Ukrainian freestyle skiers, coaches 
and family members have also arrived as a 
continuation of the Foundation’s commit-
ment to support displaced athletes.

The coach of the Ukrainian men’s and 
women’s teams, Erkki Lill, began training 
deaf Ukrainian curlers in August 2021. Last 
October Lill made contact with other 
Ukrainian curlers at a deaf curling camp in 
Kyiv. He was finishing up 30 days of intense 
training when Russia launched its full-scale 
war on Ukraine on February 24. The group 
then scrambled through Poland, Finland 
and Lithuania. Acceptance and support 
from the Ukraine Curling Federation was 
paramount in the team’s survival and suc-
cess.

The Ukrainian curlers are motivated by 
the war to show that Ukraine is a strong 
country even in a new sport. Their silver 
medal win in Lithuania proved that inexpe-
rience can be overcome with superior 
coaching and clutch performance.

The Ukrainian deaf curlers were training 

in Latvia when Russia attacked Ukraine. 
The men’s and women’s squads made it to 
Canada for the World Deaf Curling 
Championships in Bauff, Alberta, where the 
women won gold and the men captured sil-
ver.

Coach Lill’s commitment has been 
described as remarkable, given he is still 
with the athletes in Utah. He has sacrificed 
a significant portion of his salary to stay on 
with the Ukrainian curlers. The sport of 
curling is his life’s passion, as proven by his 
17 years of volunteering in Estonia.

The war has affected the curlers, as 
proper nutrition and stress avoidance have 
been significant challenges prior to the 
European Championships, especially for 
the women.

Utah’s assistance to the displaced ath-
letes is extending through the summer. The 
Ukrainian curling teams are young in age 
and require regular competition to hone 
their skills. They are preparing for a new 
season in a new country where they have 
been welcomed with fantastic opportuni-
ties.

Ukrainians to compete  
at World Athletic Championships

World Athletics, the Member Meetings of 
Diamond League Association and the 
International Athletics Foundation 
launched a Ukraine Fund last April with the 
intention of helping professional athletes, 
their family members and support staff 
affected by Russia’s invasion of their home 
country. This was to supplement a 
Solidarity Fund established by the 
International Olympic Committee last 
February, which has already allocated some 
$2.5 million to the Ukrainian Olympic 
Community and sports movement.

World Athletics is distributing over 
$220,000 to assist Ukrainian athletes pre-
paring for the World Athletic Champio-
nships Oregon 22 and the World Athletics 
U20 Championships Cali 22. The first 
grouping of Ukrainian athletes and coaches 
departed on June 30 for next month’s 
championships in Oregon, scheduled for 
July 15-24.

Both of the above funds have enabled 
the Ukrainian Federation to cover a large 
portion of expenses for training camps and 
competition across Europe for Ukrainian 
athletes preparing for these major events. 
Financial assistance has also been provided 
by several European national Olympic 
Committees in coordination with the 
International Olympic Committee (IOC).

The Athletics Ukraine Fund is now cov-
ering in full the entire Ukrainian delega-
tion’s attendance in Oregon. As of June 30, 
53 athletes, 25 coaches/officials and 18 
family members have received assistance 

from the Fund.
The IOC and European Athletics also 

helped with training camps in Europe 
while the U.S. Olympic and Paralympic 
Committee is providing additional support 
for athletes attending a training camp in 
California heading into the World 
Championships.

Iolanta Khropach, general secretary of 
the Ukrainian Athletic Association, said the 
federation was extremely grateful for the 
support of the combined athletic organiza-
tions and the IOC who responded immedi-
ately after the invasion.

“They help our athletes to train and 
compete,” she said in a statement released 
by World Athletics. “Without their support, 
it just would not be possible. This is more 
than just having good facilities and [the] 
possibi l i ty  to  perform at  World 
Championships and other events. World 

Members of Ukraine’s Curling Team trained in Salt Lake City, Utah, as Russia con-
tinued its war against the country.

Alex Cabrero, via KSL TV

Ukrainian curlers train in Utah

Ukraine calls for neutral flag ban

(Continued on page 19)

During the summit of sports ministers in 
early July, Ukraine’s Minister of Youth and 
Sports Vadym Huttsait issued an official 
statement calling for his international part-
ners to ban Russian and Belarusian athletes 
from competing at all sports competitions, 
including under neutral flags.

“Russians and Belarusians have no place 
next to representatives of the civilized 
world – neither in sports arenas, nor in 
sports organizations, nor in the decision-
making process. Ukraine insists on a full 
ban,” Huttsait wrote on Facebook.

Since the full-scale war began on 
February 24, Russian attacks have killed 
more than 80 Ukrainian athletes and 
coaches, and destroyed more than 100 
sports facilities.

Huttsait added that Russian and 
Belarusian athletes are implying support 
for the war with their silence. He con-
demned specific sports federations for 
allowing Russians to compete internation-
ally in judo, bobsleigh and skeleton.

“Ukraine insists on a full ban on athletes 
and sports officials from Russia and 
Belarus. Their participation in international 
competitions, even under neutral flags, is 
unacceptable,” the minister said.

The summit of sports ministers was held 
via video-conference with representatives 
of more than 30 countries. Sports ministers 
from 33 nations signed a joint declaration 
calling for the suspension of Russia’s and 
Belarusia’s membership in international 
sports organizations and to ban television 

broadcasts of international sports competi-
tions in those two countries.

According to news reports, responding 
to the matter, Russian Sports Minister Oleg 
Mattchin said that the statement was dis-
criminatory and was in violation of each 
state’s position of non-interference in the 
operation of independent sports organiza-
tions.

Six medals at European Canoe  
Sprint Championships

The 2022 ECA Junior and U23 Canoe 
Sprint European Championships on June 
23-26 in Belgrade, Serbia, saw Team 
Ukraine win six medals, three in junior 
competition and three in the U-23 events. 
The gold medal was won by the tandem of 
Artem Chetvertak and Pavlo Borsuk in the 
C2 U-23 men’s 1,000-meter race with a 
time of 3:33.224 seconds. Iryna Fedoriv 

won a silver medal in the C1 women’s 200-
meter event with a time of 48.933 seconds. 
The women’s twosome of Valeriia Tereta 
and Olena Tsyhankova won two bronze 
medals in the C2 U-23 women’s 200-meter 
and 500-meter events. Ukraine’s six total 
medals were good for sixth overall among 
the 20 nations that won medals. Ukraine’s 
lone gold medal victory ranked them ninth 
out of 20 teams in gold medal rankings.

Ukraine tops European junior wrestling  
tournament with six gold medals

Four hundred and sixty-seven wrestlers 
from 35 countries competed at the 2022 
European Juniors Wrestling Champion ships 
on June 27-July 3 in Rome. The Ukrainian 
women were women’s champions based on 
their four gold medal wins and eight total 
medals. Overall, Ukraine finished first with 
16 total medals, one less than Turkey’s 17 
medals, but Ukraine’s six golds topped 
Turkey’s three, placing Ukraine atop the 20 
nations that won medals.

Winning gold medals for Ukraine were 
Oleksandra Khomenets (57 kg), Yulia 
Leskovets (59 kg), Manola Skobelska (65 
kg) and Iryna Zablotska (72 kg) from the 
women’s team. The two men’s gold medal-
ists were Mykyta Zabal (65 kg) and 
Mykhailo Lyshnyvetskyi (130 kg). 

Ukrainian junior wrestlers won two silver 
medals and eight bronze medals. Both the 
men and women each won eight medals.

Sumo team trains in Japan

The six-strong team of Ukrainian ama-
teur sumo wrestlers and their staff were on 

Oleh Kukharyk (left) and Ihor Trunov of Ukraine win the men’s K2 500-meter event at the Canoe Sprint European 
Championships on June 23-26 in Belgrade, Serbia.

canoeicf.com

(Continued on page 18)
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Before the start of the April 25 first-
round playoff game against the Mississauga 
Steelheads, the Barrie Colts presented two 
checks, each in the amount of $10,000, to 
the Red Cross Ukraine Relief Fund. The 
home team selected their Ukraine-born, 
first-year defenseman Artur Cholach to 
t a ke  p a r t  i n  t h e  p re s e n t a t i o n . 
Unfortunately, Cholach got the word shortly 
before taking the ice.

The timing could not have been worse. 
Cholach’s sanctuary from the events going 
on in his homeland, the sport of hockey, 
became entangled with the war raging in 
his country. All of his anxiety and stress 
over the well-being of his family and 
friends returned, minutes before a key 
playoff game. His mind, focused on the 
game at hand while in the locker room, 
began wandering back to the situation in 
Ukraine.

It took most of the first period for the 
18-year-old to calm his nerves and show 
the skill the National Hockey League’s 
(NHL) Vegas Golden Knights saw when 
they drafted him in 2021. The last two peri-
ods saw him play some strong defensive 
hockey, show his physicality and have a sig-
nificant impact on his Colts’ 3-1 victory.

This was not the first time his worlds 
clashed. The night of the February 24 
Russian invasion, Barrie played Mississau-
ga and the usually stalwart defenseman 
went minus-three. On the day he per-
formed the puck drop at the Heritage 
Classic in Hamilton, a Russian airstrike hit a 
military base three miles from his home-
town of Novoyavorivsk in western Ukraine, 
killing 35 people.

Cholach’s mother Svetlana and father 
Sergiy are safe in their home some 20 miles 
west of Lviv and 25 miles east of the Polish 
border. This western area of Ukraine has 
suffered limited destruction so far, although 
his parents are stuck there, while Cholach 
is stuck in Barrie.

Stuck because if he does return to 
Ukraine, he will not be allowed to go back 
to Barrie next season. Being over 18, he 

cannot leave the country, as Ukrainian men 
age 18-60 are not allowed to leave. He is 
certainly used to being away from home, 
having spent every hockey season since the 
age of 14 on his own. However, he’s always 
been home in the off-season. His last time 
home with his parents was before last 
Christmas.

Three seasons ago, Cholach played for 
the Central Army’s under-16 team in 
Russia, but decided against Russian citizen-
ship, a decision he does not regret. While 
his teammates all went home to their fami-
lies and friends following the Ontario 
Hockey League (OHL) season, Cholach is 
living with his billet family in Barrie. He 
spends lots of time working on his 6-foot-4, 
200-pound physique in hopes of someday 
skating in the NHL. At the end of June, he 
celebrated his 19th birthday by texting his 
parents and two close friends who serve in 
Ukraine’s Armed Forces.

He was preparing for the Golden 
Knights’ development camp in July, but 
then will have some serious time to kill 
before September training camp. He is very 
fortunate and appreciative that his billet 
family agreed to house him over the sum-
mer.

Cholach the person and Cholach the 
aspiring hockey pro are one and the same: 
steady, stoic and unemotional. He speaks 
fluent English, has deep brown eyes and 
likes to laugh. When Russia invaded 
Ukraine, he was obsessed with monitoring 
the news and events for several weeks. In 
time, he disciplined himself to stay off his 
phone in an effort to limit his stress. His bil-
let roommate and teammates helped dur-
ing the last few months of the season by 
keeping a close eye on his body language 
and trying to distract him.

It is not a given that Cholach has a future 
in the NHL. He is gifted with a multitude of 
skills that could potentially see him earn a 
role as a solid fifth or sixth defenseman on 
an NHL club. The Golden Knights keep reg-
ular tabs on him, and the Barrie Colts are 
invested in his continued development.

It is safe to say that his future on the ice 
is clearer than his future off the ice. Cholach 
does not know when he will see his family 
or friends again. His two buddies in the 
Ukrainian military front lines are in con-
stant danger.

He does not see the war ending anytime 
soon, believing Russia went all-in and will 
not stop for a good while. He believes peo-
ple are dying for no reason and sees it as an 
extremely sad situation.

In 56 regular season games with Barrie 
during the 2021-2022 season, Cholach 
scored one goal and had 12 assists for 13 
points with 22 minutes in penalties. In six 
playoff games, he tallied one assist with 
four penalty minutes. He was drafted by 
Vegas in the 2021 NHL Draft, in the sixth 
round, number 190th overall.

Eight Ukrainians in OHL

While research revealed a whopping 38 
Ukrainians playing in the Western Hockey 
League, a scant eight junior league players 
were found on the opposite side of Canada 
in the Ontario Hockey League (OHL). Of 
note, out of eight young players of 
Ukrainian descent in the OHL, five were 
defensemen. Of further note was the fact 
that three of them were found on the 2021-

2022 roster of the Erie Otters.
Center Colby Saganiuk, grandson of ex-

NHLer Rocky Saganiuk, was the top point 
producer among Ukrainians in the OHL. 
Saganiuk tallied 14 goals, added 23 assists 
for 37 points in 58 games with 17 penalty 
minutes. His Erie teammates included 
defenseman Spencer Sova (64GP-9G-19A-
28PTS-14PIM) and center Taeo Artichuk 
(59-3-7-10-15).

Barrie’s Ukraine-born Cholach (see 
above), Ottawa’s Matthew Mayich (60-3-8-
11-59), London’s Connor Federkow (43-2-
3-5-63) and Oshawa’s Parker Petruniak 
(4-0-1-1-2) were the other Ukrainian blue-
liners. Ilia Chmelevski got into 20 games 
with Niagara, where he scored his first OHL 
goal and added three assists with 6 penalty 
minutes.

Quebec Major Junior Hockey League 
Defenseman Anton Topilnyckyj began his 
junior career in Charlottetown, seeing 
action in nine regular season games. He 
had zero points and zero minutes in penal-
ties. Word was that almost all of the 
league’s media personnel had difficulties in 
properly pronouncing his last name.

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@
sfgsports.com.

Hockey player Artur Cholach yearns to go home

Artur Cholach is a defenseman who is a prospect for the National Hockey League’s 
Vegas Golden Knights. He previously played with the Ontario Hockey League’s 

Barrie Colts.

OntarioHockeyLeague.com

an airplane flying to Birmingham, Ala., on 
July 5 after some intense month-long train-
ing in Japan. The Ukrainians will be com-
peting at the 2022 Sumo World Games, an 
Olympic-like event featuring a sport that is 
not contested at the Summer Olympics.

The wrestlers trained in Japan after 
their home practice routines were inter-
rupted by Russia’s war on Ukraine. After 
finishing a workout session at the home 
base in Kharkiv, the city came under bom-
bardment by the Russians.

An anonymous benefactor/acquain-
tance of the team organized a month-long 
training camp for them in Japan. The 
Ukrainians arrived in late May and held 
training camps in southern Oita and Ehime 
prefectures. Their first base in the city of 
Usa is known as the birthplace of the great 
Yokozuna Futabayama, a sumo wrestler 
who set a record of 69 consecutive wins in 
the 1930s.  It is a record that stands to this 
day.

Professional sumo is limited to Japan, 
but the ancient sport is popular at the ama-
teur level all over the world. There are 
some 3,000 people involved in sumo in 

Ukraine and the country has been one of 
the most successful nations since the sport 
made its official World Games debut in 
2005.

Ukraine coach Liubov Korobko reports 
that his team is in very good physical con-
dition for the upcoming World Games 
despite the disruption and distraction 
caused by the war. Competing at these 
Games will be a positive for the Ukrainian 
wrestlers both for themselves and their fel-
low countrymen. The athletes will enjoy 
the competition and hopefully Ukrainians 
will have something to cheer for and cele-
brate. It would be a big deal if Ukrainians 
win medals in Alabama – it would help 
grow the sport and boost Ukraine’s image 
on the international scene.

Korobko’s father founded the Ukrainian 
sumo federation in 1999 and helped spark 
interest in the sport, which has become 
popular in recent years. A Ukraine-born 
sumo wrestler, Serhii Sokolovskiy, 25, com-
petes in Japan’s professional ranks under 
the name “Shishi” after making his pro 
debut in 2020.

Usyk, Joshua ready for rematch

The defending International Boxing 
Federation (IBF), World Boxing Association 
(WBA) and World Boxing Organization 

(WBO) heavyweight champion, a former 
world cruiserweight champion who has 
won all 19 of his professional contests, 
wore a blue-and-yellow t-shirt with the 
message “Colors of Freedom” in reference 
to his native Ukraine’s ongoing war with 
the Russian invaders. The initial pleasant 
exchanges between the two fighters did not 
last, quickly phasing into a drawn-out, 
intense faceoff, as the traditional pre-fight 
news conference announcedd an upcoming 
title rematch of two heavyweight titans.

Oleksandr Usyk and Anthony Joshua 
went head-to-head in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, 
on June 28 – in the city where their August 
20 bout is scheduled to take place. While 
Joshua spoke of correcting the many 
wrongs of his loss in the first fight in 
London last September, Usyk’s team was 
looking ahead to the future.

“For Oleksandr, it is very important to 
keep those titles,” said Egil Kilmas, Usyk’s 
manager, as reported by the Associated 
Press, “and to go further, because there’s a 
very, very [big] possibility that the winner 
of this bout will go for the undisputed 
heavyweight championship.”

Usyk will enter the rematch as the favor-
ite against Joshua after totally outclassing 
him to win by unanimous decision in 
September. He has been training for the 

rematch since March after leaving Kyiv, 
where he had returned in February to help 
defend his country from the invading 
Russians.

Usyk said money was not the driving 
factor in his decision to fight in Saudi 
Arabia.

“I’m not fighting for money or the recog-
nition,” Usyk said. “The only thing I’m on 
my way to [do] is to save my soul. 
Everything else that is happening to me is 
just life.”

Usyk will not be lacking motivation.
“As we all know, we are not in the best 

conditions at the moment back home,” he 
said via a translator, “but we are doing 
what we have to do; we are doing our job 
together with my team – we are working 
hard to achieve our goals.”

When asked what made him confident 
of beating Joshua a second time, Usyk said, 
“The reason for my happiness is not my 
championship belts, but the fact I have a 
family – my wife, my children – and a won-
derful team around me.” 

Usyk said he plans to return to Ukraine 
immediately after the Joshua fight in 
August.

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@
sfgsports.com.

(Continued from page 17)

Ukraine calls...
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July 26 through Ukrainian film festival, “Cinemaid Ukraine,” Ukrainian
August 31 Institute of America, www.ukrainianinstitute.org
New York or 212-288-8660
  
July 27-31 75th Convention of the Ukrainian Orthodox League, Ss. Peter
Carnegie, PA and Paul UOL Chapter, orthodoxcarnegie.org or uolofusa.org

July 30 Benefit concert for Ukraine, “O Vos Omnes,” presented
Trenton, NJ by the LOTUS Project and Capital Philharmonic 
 of New Jersey, St. Mary Byzantine Catholic Church, 
 https://thelotusprojectnj.org/ukraine

July 31 Day of Ukrainian Statehood celebration, Ukrainian Congress
Chicago Committee of America – Illinois Division, St. Volodymyr
 Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral, www.uccaillinois.org

August 2 Blood drive, American Red Cross, Ukrainian National Home of
Hartford, CT Hartford, www.ukrainiannationalhome.org or www.redcross.org
 
August 4 Benefit concert, “Ukraine and Ukrainians Abroad,” with
Philadelphia Iryna Bilyk, Oleh Skrypka and Assia Ahhatt, Philadelphia
 Golden Gates, https://eventcartel.com

August 14 Ukrainian Independence Day Picnic, Ukrainian American 
Sunnyvale, CA Coordinating Council, Baylands Park, info@uaccusa.org

August 18 Concert for Ukraine, featuring Skai from Ukraine, 
Philadelphia Fabrika, https://moloko.ticketleap.com

August 20 Concert celebrating Ukraine’s 31st anniversary of
Chicago independence, Ukrainian Congress Committee of
 America, Chicago Navy Pier, www.uccaillinois.org 

August 20-21 Ukrainian festival, Ukrainian Homestead of CEC ODWU, 
Lehighton, PA  610-377-4621 or www.ukrhomestead.com

August 24 Performance, Zapovid: Underground, to benefit displaced
Toronto persons from Ukraine, Ukrainian Canadian Congress
 (Toronto Branch), BCU Foundation, Lower Bay Subway
 Station, https://zapovid-underground.eventbrite.com

August 24 Flag raising celebrating Ukraine’s independence, 
Chicago Ukrainian Congress Committee of America – Illinois
 Division, Richard J. Daley Center, www.uccaillinois.org

August 25 Film screening, “Recovery Room” by Adriana Luhovy, and
Knowlton, Quebec  “Genocide Revealed” by Yurij Luhovy, 2022 Knowlton
 Film Festival of Cinema, 514-910-5756 or
 www.recoveryroomthemovie.com

August 27 Boston Ukrainian Festival, Ukrainian Congress Committee
Boston of America, Boston University, www.skyphilanthropy.org
 
August 28 Ukrainian Folk Festival, celebrating Ukraine’s 31st 
Horsham, PA anniversary of renewed independence, Ukrainian American
 Sport Center – Tryzub, www.tryzub.org or 267-664-3857

September 2-5 Family Fest, All Saints Camp, 724-867-5811 or 
Emlenton, PA josho@allsaintscamp.org

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

Athletics and European Athletics have 
helped to save the lives of our athletes.”

“Many Ukrainian athletes now defend 
our country with weapons in their hands. 
Our sports infrastructure is destroyed. 
World Athletics was one of the first sports 
organizations in the world that banned 
Russian and Belarusian athletes and offi-
cials. We appreciate it so much and believe 
in World Athletics’ strong position in the 
future,” she said.

Mykolayiv stadium now  
a giant crater

The Russian invasion of Ukraine is in its 
fifth month and the southern city of 
Mykolayiv has faced a barrage of heavy 
artillery since the attacks began in 

February. On June 28, the city’s central sta-
dium, Stadion Tsentralnyi, was struck by a 
missile. A Facebook post by the press ser-
vice of the Mykolayiv Regional State 
Administration said the city and its suburbs 
“came under massive missile attack 
launched from Bastion coastal missile sys-
tem located in occupied Kherson region.”

Ukraine’s air defense systems have the 
capability of intercepting an average three 
out of eight missiles daily while the remain-
der of the missiles hit their various targets. 
On this day, missiles hit a military station 
and the stadium, leaving a 15-meter wide 
and 5-meter-deep crater. Built in 1965, 
Central City Stadium had a capacity of 
16,700 and was the home field of Ukrainian 
football club MFK Mykolayiv, one of the old-
est football clubs in the country.

Preliminary reports indicated no casual-
ties from the stadium attack, but 
Ukrainians were angered and despondent 

about the news. Football star Ruslan 
Malinovskyi, midfielder with Italian Serie A 
club Atalanta and a member of the Ukraine 
national team, shared a photo of the stadi-
um and expressed his shock with the devel-
opment. The advisor to the minister of 
internal affairs of Ukraine, Anton 
Gerashchenko, wrote: “This used to be a 
lawn at the main stadium in Mykolayiv. 
Now it’s a crater. Just imagine what kind of 
rockets Russians hit the city with.”

Serhiy Leschenko, an advisor to 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelens-
kyy’s chief of staff, wrote on social media: 
“Not a strategic, but a civilian site. Thank 
God that it was so early that no one was 
there for a morning jog at the stadium. 
[This was] another attack against civilians 
and another reason to declare Russia as the 
sponsor of terrorism.”

The official Twitter account of the 
Ministry of Defense of Ukraine added their 

own heartfelt message: “To football fans all 
over the world – first we will win the war, 
then we will bring back football to our cit-
ies.”

Oleksandr Senkevych, mayor of 
Mykolayiv, said that Russian troops fired 
eight missiles at his city the morning of 
June 28. One missile fell on the recently 
repaired city stadium which was fully reno-
vated with new furniture, technical equip-
ment, computers and a new field with 
underfloor heating last year. All of it was 
destroyed.

The stadium was not the only sports 
infrastructure that was damaged. On June 
24, Kharkiv Polytehnic Institute’s sports 
complex was hit by several Russian cruise 
missiles with no casualties reported. The 
complex has 14 gyms, two swimming pools 
and special grounds to practice table ten-
nis, gymnastics and aerobics, among other 
sports.

(Continued from page 17)

Ukrainian curlers...

and one that Putin has pledged to maintain 
and to punish any commander who uses 
draftees without their written permission 
(Meduza, March 9; TASS, March 9; see 
Eurasia Daily Monitor, March 31; TRT 
Russian, May 13).

But if losses mount, or if Moscow wants 
to boost the size of its forces in Ukraine sig-
nificantly, it must take steps in other direc-
tions. Instead of choosing to mobilize the 
country, the Kremlin has decided on a two-
pronged approach. On the one hand, it is 
radically expanding its efforts to recruit vol-
unteers, mostly in rural areas far from 
Moscow; on the other, it is calling on the 
governments of Russia’s predominantly 
ethnic Russian regions and its non-Russian 
republics to form battalions that can be dis-
patched to Ukraine. The first has not yet 
proved successful; and the second, now just 
beginning, is sparking as much concern as 
hope that it can produce what Moscow 
wants without issue.

In the regions, the Russian military over 
recent weeks has launched a major recruit-
ment effort to convince volunteers to sign 
up. To make this more attractive, the army 
is offering higher pay and benefits and 
allowing those who sign up to choose their 
service. That might appear to mean that 
those who do join as volunteers could avoid 
service in Ukraine. But, once in uniform, 
they may not have a choice. Moreover, if 
volunteers go to elite units, such as the stra-
tegic rocket forces, others already serving 
there could be sent to Ukraine as a result. 
To date, however, this effort appears to 
have attracted only a few hundred men, 
although that number may grow as the 
effort, including mobile vans at public 
events, takes off (On how this effort looks in 
one region, see The Barents Observer, July 
10. For the promises Moscow is making to 
attract volunteers and its loosening of age, 
health and educational requirements, see 
M.vk.com, accessed July 14).

This approach is modeled on the 
Chechen units that Mr. Kadyrov has already 
dispatched to Ukraine. Across the country, 
governors are rushing to create such units, 

anxious about receiving the money needed, 
and many younger men are signing up both 
because of patriotism, national or local, and 
because such units are offering pay that is 
five to 10 times greater than what they can 
earn in the civilian economy (Kavkaz.Realii, 
June 24; Bash.news, July 5; Business-gazeta.
ru, July 9; Rbc.ru, July 9; Svpressa.ru, July 
10; Kasparov.ru, July 14).

Potentially, such an effort could give 
Russia hundreds of thousands of additional 
troops, though possibly at a high cost to the 
economy. Some observers are already 
expressing concern about costs and a legal 
basis, the precedent of Chechen behavior in 
Ukraine and, most seriously, what the exis-
tence of such units could mean for the 
regions or republics in the future.

Moscow is spending vast sums on this 
project, and some experts say it is unclear 
where the money is coming from (Svpressa.
ru, July 10). Others point out that serious 
issues abound regarding control, given that 
no laws have been passed about such units, 
and it is unclear whether volunteers are 
joining the Russian army or a regional or 
republic one (Idel.Realities, June 25; 

Verstka Media, June 22). They also bring up 
the bad behavior of Chechens in Ukraine, 
including their clashes with other non-Rus-
sians, such as the Buryats, and with 
Russians, and ask whether the Kremlin is 
not creating new problems for itself 
(Kavkaz.Realii, April 30, May 4, May 25). 
And still, others say that, once these region-
al or republic units are created, they may 
give the governors unwanted leverage vis-
à-vis Moscow, with a few now suggesting 
that this whole program may lead to the 
transformation of what is a foreign war into 
a domestic civil war (Idel.Realities, June 
25).

The question now is whether Moscow 
will pull back because of these concerns or 
go ahead full throttle due to the need for 
more men to meet Putin’s agenda. 
Whichever happens, it will be a turning 
point not only for the war in Ukraine but 
also for the Russian Federation itself.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)

Moscow turns...
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