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The Ukrainian Weekly

by Roman Tymotsko

LVIV – On July 16, Kyiv began to enforce 
aspects of a language law that makes it 
mandatory for websites in the country to 
be in Ukrainian.

The law, “On Ensuring the Functioning of 
the Ukrainian Language as a State 
Language,” was adopted by the Ukrainian 
parliament in April 2019 and entered into 
force on July 16, 2019. However, aspects of 
the law only came into force three years 
later, on July 16, in order to give Ukrainian 
citizens time to make the website changes 

needed to adhere to the new law.
“The norms of the law that strengthen 

the status of the Ukrainian language and 
protect the rights of Ukrainian citizens to 
receive information and services in the 
state language have entered into force,” 
said Ukraine’s Commissioner for the 
Protection of the State Language Taras 
Kremin in a statement on July 16.

“Ukrainian language, especially in the 
conditions of war, acquires a special sound, 
and the linguistic front is strengthened” by 

Kyiv implements aspects of language law, 
making Ukrainian mandatory on websites

(Continued on page 11)

RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service

More than 75,000 Russian soldiers – 
about half of the force sent by Moscow to 
invade Ukraine in February – are believed 
to have been killed or wounded, a U.S. law-
maker said, as Kyiv was reportedly step-
ping up its counteroffensive to retake the 
occupied Kherson region.

Rep. Elissa Slotkin (D-Mich.), who spoke 
to CNN after attending a classified briefing 
with officials from President Joe Biden’s 
administration, said the figure was “huge.”

“We were briefed that over 75,000 
Russians have either been killed or wound-
ed, which is huge. You’ve got incredible 
amounts of investment in their land forces, 
over 80 percent of their land forces are 
bogged down, and they’re tired,” Ms. 
Slotkin said.

Military casualties are a state secret in 
Russia even in peace time, and there are no 
updated official figures available on 
Moscow’s military’s death toll. The most 

Russian casualties in Ukraine invasion top 75,000, 
U.S. says, as Kyiv escalates counteroffensive

(Continued on page 5)

A map shows the location of the Antonivskiy Bridge near the Ukrainian city of 
Kherson. British intelligence confirmed that the bridge, which had been first dam-
aged last week, was struck again on July 27 “and it is highly likely that the crossing is 

now unusable.”

RFE/RL

Taras Kremin is Ukraine’s Commissioner for the Protection of the State Language.
Ukraine Media Center

Celebrity chef Rachael Ray, UCCA join forces to feed displaced Ukrainians, save troops’ lives
by Mark Raczkiewycz

KYIV – An unlikely partnership has been forged 
between the U.S.’s most influential Ukrainian advocacy 
group and celebrity chef Rachel Ray, who is known for 
her quick-meal preparation recipes.

The genesis of the bond between the Ukrainian 
Congress Committee of America (UCCA) and Ms. Ray 
occurred when Russia escalated its ongoing war against 
Ukraine by launching a full-scale invasion on February 24.

Since childhood, Ms. Ray said she had been “always 
interested in politics,” while referring to famed U.S. televi-
sion newscaster Walter Cronkite.

The Massachusetts native, 53, then learned of UCCA’s 
President Andriy Futey through contacts at a New York-
based dog daycare program.

By May, the two started to act. Mr. Futey provided the 
existing partnerships in logistics, while Ms. Ray provided 
various forms of help for Ukrainians in Poland who fled 
the war and internally-displaced people in the western 
Ukrainian city of Lviv.

Critical life-saving equipment started to be distributed, 
known as Individual First Aid Kits (IFAKs), with the first 

batch of the front-line kits worth $100,000.
Through her and her husband’s philanthropic organi-

zation, Ms. Ray decided to take action. “Let’s do this,” Ms. 
Ray recalled thinking during an audio interview with The 
Ukrainian Weekly.

However, she initially thought to bring Apple-produced 
iPhones and dog food for pets, Mr. Futey said.

Instead, out of her own pocket, the chef brought “first 
aid kits and toys for children,” she said.

On May 12-16, the tandem first visited an orphanage in 
Lviv on a humanitarian mission to distribute aid, during 
which time they met with the city’s mayor, Andriy 
Sadovyi.

UCCA’s existing partnerships with the non-profit orga-
nizations Operation White Stork and Ukraine Friends 
ensured that the aid collected would be delivered to the 
front lines.

A component of their maiden trip was part of a “fact-
finding mission” for her foundation. Her itinerary didn’t 
stop there. The chef also visited a clinic that was treating 
children who were injured by Russia’s brutal war.

Ukrainian Congress Committee of America President 
Andriy Futey (background, center) and celebrity chef 
Rachel Ray (background, right) joined orphans from 
the Ukrainian cities of Donetsk, Luhansk and Mariupol 
for a lunch of spaghetti and meatballs at the St. John 

Bosco Youth Educational Center in Lviv, Ukraine.

Courtesy of Andriy Futey

(Continued on page 4)
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Britain presents Zelenskyy with award

British Prime Minister Boris Johnson has 
presented Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy with the Sir Winston Churchill 
Leadership Award. Mr. Zelenskyy partici-
pated virtually in the award ceremony on 
July 26 in Mr. Johnson’s London office, 
where descendants of Britain’s prime min-
ister during World War II, Ukrainian 
Ambassador Vadym Prystaiko and 
Ukrainians who have received training from 
British soldiers had gathered. Mr. Johnson 
recalled the Russian invasion launched on 
February 24, telling Mr. Zelenskyy, “In that 
moment of supreme crisis, you faced a test 
of leadership that was, in its way, as severe 
as Churchill’s challenge in 1940.” Mr. 
Zelenskyy thanked Mr. Johnson and Britain 
for their support and noted that the award 
represents not only his efforts but the hero-
ism of tens of thousands of Ukrainians who 
distinguished themselves in battle. 
“Democracies of the world are capable of 
stopping any tyranny. We are capable of 
stopping any evil that threatens our free-
dom,” Mr. Zelenskyy said. He said patience 
is the way to victory, and, although no one 
knows how much time it will take to reach 
it, “victory is worth the effort. And it will 
become our shared history with you.” The 
Ukrainian leader also said he considered it 
“outstanding” that he and Mr. Johnson will 
be quoted in the future in the same way 
Churchill is quoted today. Mr. Zelenskyy 
was hailed by the British Parliament in 
March when he invoked one of Churchill’s 
most famous wartime speeches. Messrs. 
Johnson and Zelenskyy have formed a close 
relationship since the start of the war, and 
Mr. Zelenskyy said he was saddened when 
Mr. Johnson quit as Conservative Party lead-
er after months of ethics scandals. (RFE/RL, 
with reporting by AP)

Macron: Russia’s war so last century

French President Emmanuel Macron 
said Russia’s invasion of Ukraine is like a 
“war from the early 20th, even the 19th 
century,” calling Russia “one of the last 
imperial colonial powers.” Mr. Macron 
made the comments on July 27 as he visited 
the former French colony of Benin in west-
ern Africa as part of an effort to reset 
France’s relations with the continent, 
where many nations are former French col-

onies. Speaking at a joint news conference 
with Benin President Patrice Talon, Mr. 
Macron said Russia acted like an imperial 
colonial power by deciding to invade a 
neighboring country to defend its interests. 
“It’s a territorial war, the likes of which we 
thought had disappeared from European 
soil,” Mr. Macron said. The French president 
also accused the Kremlin of launching “a 
new type of hybrid world war” by opting to 
make information, energy and food into 
“military instruments placed at the service” 
of the war. Referring to RT and Sputnik, Mr. 
Macron said Russia has caused disruption 
through “disinformation” and become “one 
of the countries to make the most forceful 
use of instruments of propaganda.” The 
French leader’s African tour coincides with 
a similar trip by Russian Foreign Affairs 
Minister Sergei Lavrov, who on July 27 was 
in Ethiopia, where he urged a gathering of 
African diplomats not to back a U.S.-led 
world order. He said countries have to 
decide whether to have a world in which 
the West, “totally subordinated to the 
United States,” feels that it “has the right to 
decide when and how to promote its own 
interests without following international 
law.” He told the gathering in Ethiopia’s cap-
ital, Addis Ababa, that the West threw its 
principles “down the drain” when it 
imposed sanctions on Moscow over its 
unprovoked invasion of Ukraine. “I don’t 
have the slightest doubt that if need be, they 
will not hesitate to do the same in relation 
to any other country ... which would irritate 
them,” he warned. Mr. Macron has spent 
time during his tour reflecting on French 
colonialism. In Cameroon on July 26, he 
said the archives on French colonial rule in 
Cameroon would be opened “in full” and 
asked historians to shed light on the peri-
od’s “painful moments.” (RFE/RL, based on 
reporting by AFP and AP)

Ukraine will increase electricity exports

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelens-
kyy says his country will increase its export 
of electricity to the European Union and 
aim to become a guarantor of European 
energy security as Russia cuts gas flows to 
the bloc. “We are preparing to increase our 
electricity exports to consumers in the 

(Continued on page 10)

 NEWS ANALYSIS

by Vadim Shtepa
Eurasia Daily Monitor

The Russian full-scale re-invasion 
against Ukraine, launched on February 24, 
was initially explained as the desire for 
“denazification” of Kyiv. This meant a strug-
gle against the national self-determination 
of Ukraine, which entered into an insur-
mountable conflict with Kremlin imperial-
ism. However, in the protracted war, 
Moscow has started to rely on national 
movements. In June, the formation of “vol-
unteer national battalions” began in Russian 
regions, and the authorities intend to send 
them en masse to the Ukrainian front.

In the Russian post-Soviet army, as well 
as with earlier Soviet forces, ethnic and 
regional communities were not welcome. 
This was largely because these communi-
ties form a cohesive structure not only in 
the face of the enemy but also in the face of 
regimental commanders and all other high-
er authorities.

The first to break this tradition was the 
regional head of Chechnya, Ramzan 
Kadyrov. The unique position of this politi-
cian in today’s Russia comes from his own 
combination of hawkish Kremlin imperial-
ism and local nationalism. Mr. Kadyrov has 
already sent several “volunteer battalions” 
from Chechnya to Ukraine, though some 
doubt that members’ participation in these 
units is anything but voluntary. The histori-
cal precedent of World War I should be 

remembered here, when the “Native (or 
Savage) Division” was created, consisting of 
Caucasian Muslims who were not recruited 
into the Russian army (Nezavisimoye voyen-
noye obozreniye, July 14). However, after the 
fall of tsardom in February 1917, many vol-
unteers of this division began to create and 
defend their own independent republics.

The creation of ethno-regional units 
clearly shows the critical situation in the 
Russian imperial army, since such units 
deprive the armed forces of uniform stan-
dards and sometimes even a common lan-
guage. Following Mr. Kadyrov, the leaders 
of other Russian regions, on apparent 
orders from the Kremlin, have set about 
forming their own volunteer battalions for 
the war in Ukraine. The authorities attract 
only local residents to them and give the 
battalions names associated with local 
heroes, toponyms, native languages and 
other regional specifics: “Vyatka” in Kirov 
Oblast, “Parma” in Perm Krai, “Tiger” in the 
Far East, “Alga” and “Timer” in Tatarstan, 
“Onego” and “Ladoga” in Karelia, a battalion 
named after Mimazovich Shaimuratov in 
Bashkortostan, and so forth. In the latter 
case, it is significant that the Bashkir battal-
ion was given the name not of historical 
fighters for independence but that of a 
Soviet-era general. However, all regional 
divisions have their own insignia: special 
chevrons and their own flags. Volunteers 

by Ihor Kabanenko
Eurasia Daily Monitor

On July 9, the Ukrainian Sea Ports 
Authority announced the opening of the 
Bystre Canal on the mouth of the Danube 
River for the entry and exit of vessels trans-
porting Ukrainian agricultural products 
(Uspa.gov.ua, July 9). “Bystre was blocked 
by vessels of the Ukrainian Danube 
Shipping Company at the beginning of the 
war. We understood that the enemy could 
try to advance deep into Ukrainian territo-
ry through the mouth of the Danube. We 
decided to prevent this together with the 
border guards and the military. Our tug-
boats placed a certain number of lighters in 
Bystre, reliably blocking the estuary,” said 
Dmytro Moskalenko, acting general direc-
tor of Ukrainian Danube Shipping Company 
(Cfts.org.ua, July 11). Unblocking the Bystre 
Canal became possible thanks to the libera-
tion of Snake Island from Russian troops; 
the island “has strategic importance, as it 
allows control of the surface and partly air 
situation in the south of Ukraine, which 
was used by the occupier to block the 
movement of civilian vessels in the south-
ern part of our state,” Mr. Moskalenko said 
(UNIAN, July 11).

The Bystre Canal (official name is the 
Danube-Black Sea Deep Water Route) is a 
river-sea canal created by Ukraine in its 
part of the Danube Delta that is a key link 
for the national network of international 
transport corridors. The canal consists of 
four navigable sections of the Danube Delta 
through the Kiliyske and Starostambulske 
(Bystre) estuaries and is 170.36 kilometers 
in length. Navigation through this canal 

was opened in August 2004. The Bystre 
Canal’s advantages include competitive tar-
iffs and 24-hour, two-way traffic for vessels 
throughout the year (Delta-pilot.ua, 
accessed July 24).

Before the de-occupation of Snake 
Island, due to the threat of Russian strikes, 
merchant vessels carrying cargo to and 
from Ukrainian Danube ports could only 
use the Romanian Sulina Canal. This result-
ed in over 130 commercial vessels piling up 
at the canal’s entrance (Ukrainian Shipping 
Magazine, June 11), more than 90 of them 
waiting to enter Ukraine’s Danube ports 
(Mtu.gov.ua, July 12). In early July, the 
Ukrainian Ministry of Infrastructure pre-
dicted that, with the launch of passage via 
the Bystre Canal, the congestion of vessels 
near the Danube Delta would be eliminated 
within a week (Epravda.com.ua, July 12). 
Unfortunately, this maritime traffic jam has 
not yet disappeared as Ukraine`s Ministry 
of Infrastructure originally thought; current 
capacity and organization of the Bystre 
Canal allows for only four vessels to pass 
through per day (Mtu.gov.ua, July 12, 
Vesselfinder.com, accessed July 24).

The limited depth of this waterway 
should be seriously considered. This deter-
mines that only low-tonnage vessels can 
move via the canal, which limits usage to 
the following scheme of grain transporta-
tion: cargo vessels pass through the Bystre 
Canal, load up in Ukraine’s Danube ports 
(Izmail, Reni and Ust-Dunaisky), move back 
through the canal in reverse and then con-
tinue on to the Romanian Port of 
Constanta, where cargo is transshipped 

Will the Kremlin send new 
‘Savage Divisions’ to Ukraine?

The Bystre Canal across the Danube:  
‘Mosquito’ tactics in Ukraine’s grain shipping
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Ukrainian defense official says Russian troops redeploying in southern Ukraine
RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service

A Ukrainian defense official says Russian 
troops are engaged in a massive redeploy-
ment in the south of the country, including 
an area where Ukraine has launched a 
counteroffensive.

Security Council Secretary Oleksiy 
Danilov made the comments on Ukrainian 
television on July 27, saying the redeploy-
ments were taking place in the direction of 
the Kherson, Melitopol and Zaporizhia 
regions, and the Russians were bringing in 
additional forces.

Mr. Danilov also said that Ukraine is now 
receiving from Western partners the weap-
ons it needed back in March and April.

“What we are getting now is a huge 
amount of help,” he added.

The weapons supplied include high-
mobility artillery rocket systems (HIMARS) 
from the United States. HIMARS have a lon-
ger range and are more precise than the 
Soviet-era artillery that Ukraine had in its 
arsenal. Ukrainian officials have said their 
deployment has been critical in the fight to 
repel Russian troops and to strike their 
supply lines.

Nataliya Humenyuk, spokeswoman for 
Operational Command South, said earlier 
on Ukrainian television that the Ukrainian 
counteroffensive had made advances near 
Kherson.

“The counteroffensive in the south of 
Ukraine is moving forward. The Russian 
Army is demoralized,” she said, adding that 

two villages – Andriyivka and Lozove – had 
been liberated, and Ukrainian forces were 
strengthening their positions.

An official from the Russia-installed 
administration in the city of Kherson said 
earlier that the Antonivskiy Bridge across 
the Dnieper River in the Russia-controlled 
Ukrainian city was closed. Officials from 
both sides had earlier confirmed that it was 
hit by a Ukrainian air strike.

The Antonivskiy Bridge is one of three 
bridges that had previously been struck by 
long-range Ukrainian artillery in an effort 
to disrupt Russian reinforcements and sup-
plies being moved into Kherson from 
Crimea.

The deputy head of the Moscow-backed 
administration in Kherson, Kirill Stremou-
sov, initially downplayed the importance of 
the strike, saying that the “hysteria that is 
being spun in the media about how the war 
is going to be decided on this bridge; it’s 
just a bluff.”

Also in Kherson, Ukraine’s Defense 
Ministry said a police officer was killed and 
another one was injured on July 27 by an 
explosive device planted by the Ukrainian 
“resistance movement.”

The ministry’s Main Directorate of 
Intelligence said the device was set off by 
radio control on a street just north of the 
city center.

The directorate recently urged citizens 
in the Kherson region to reveal where 
Moscow’s troops were living and which 
locals were collaborating with the occupy-

ing authorities.
Moscow-backed separatists claimed on 

July 27 to have seized control of Ukraine’s 
second-largest coal-fired power plant near 
the city of Svitlodarsk with the help of 
Russian mercenaries from the notorious 
Kremlin-linked Wagner Group.

Oleksiy Arestovych, a Ukrainian presi-
dential adviser, said in an interview posted 
on YouTube that Russia had achieved “a 
tiny tactical advantage” by capturing the 
Vuhlehirsk power plant.

The Ukrainian military did not comment 
on the situation at the power plant in its 
evening assessment of fighting late on July 
27. It reported heavy shelling along the 
entire front line in the eastern Donetsk 
region as Russian forces targeted Bakhmut 
and other cities.

Britain’s Ministry of Defense said earlier 
in its daily intelligence bulletin on July 27 
that contractors from the Russian firm 
Wagner have “likely” succeeded in making 
tactical advances around the plant and the 
nearby village of Novoluhanske.

British intelligence did not confirm that 
the mercenaries were in control of the 
plant, although it mentioned that some 
Ukrainian forces have likely withdrawn 
from the area.

Ukrainian troops repelled attacks along 
the front line in the Donetsk and Kharkiv 
regions on July 26, the General Staff said.

Two S-300 missiles fired by the Russians 
hit the industrial district of Kharkiv – 
Ukraine’s second-largest – early on July 27, 

the city’s mayor, Ihor Terekhov, said. There 
were no immediate reports of casualties.

Russian Defense Ministry spokesperson 
Igor Konashenkov said Russian planes 
struck Ukrainian military positions near 
the Donetsk village of Zaitseve. Mr. 
Konashenkov also said that Russian missile 
strikes had inflicted heavy losses on a 
Ukrainian artillery division near Mykolayiv.

But the Ukrainian military said Russia 
hit private buildings and port infrastruc-
ture in Mykolayiv and Odesa. The buildings 
that were hit in the Odesa region caught 
fire, Ukraine’s Operational Command South 
said on Facebook. In the Mykolayiv region, 
port infrastructure was targeted despite a 
deal intended to allow grain shipments to 
resume from Ukraine’s Black Sea ports.

A Ukrainian Air Force spokesman said 
long-range Russian bombers and fighter 
jets launched the strikes from the Black 
Sea.

The attacks came days after Russian 
strikes that hit Odesa called into question a 
deal to resume exports of grain from Ukraine 
that have been blocked because of the war.

(With reporting by Reuters, AFP, dpa and 
Interfax)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-odesa-
mykolayiv-strikes-russia-invasion-svitlo-
darsk/31961614.html).

Post office massacre: Russian soldiers shot five Ukrainian civilians seeking to defend their village
by Kira Tolstyakova

RFE/RL

PEREMOHA, Ukraine – For years, Serhiy 
Kulyk has been holding onto a plot of land 
next to his modest house in Peremoha, a vil-
lage about 60 kilometers northeast of Kyiv.

He hoped his 27-year-old son, Ruslan, 
would one day build a home on the spot for 
his own family so they could remain close 
together.

That dream is gone forever: It died along 
with Ruslan, one of five civilians whom rel-
atives and residents say were summarily 
executed by Russian soldiers at a post 
office in Peremoha shortly after they seized 
control of the village on February 28, 
according to an investigation by Schemes.

The Ukrainian government is investigat-
ing the killings as a possible war crime. 
Based in part on reporting by Schemes, the 
authorities have identified two Russian 
officers they allege ordered soldiers to 
shoot civilians in Peremoha – Maksim 
Krasnoshchyokov and Aleksandr Vasilyev – 
as suspects.

Serhiy and Larysa Kulyk are trying to 
pick up the pieces of their lives after their 
loss, but every day the question looms: 

What’s the point?
“We have come to terms a little bit, but it 

is difficult, very difficult, to bury your chil-
dren,” Ruslan’s mother, Larysa Kulyk, told 
Schemes, an investigative unit of RFE/RL’s 
Ukrainian Service, as she placed flowers on 
the fresh grave of her only son.

After Russian forces were driven out of 
Peremoha in March and April, the Kulyks 
went back to a semblance of the lives they 
were living before Russia’s unprovoked 
invasion of Ukraine on February 24, includ-
ing returning to work. But the attraction of 
everyday activities, like tending to their 
garden and picking food for their children, 
has faded.

“Why do we need [the garden] without 
our son?” Larysa Kulyk asked through 
tears. “What is the purpose?”

Shot on the stairs

The Kulyks, who have two adult daugh-
ters, are among thousands of Ukrainian 
families across the country who have lost 
loved ones in Russia’s war, which is grind-
ing on more than five months after the 
invasion with no end in sight.

Their son and the four other men shot at 
the post office are among the many victims 

of Russian soldiers who held sway in parts 
of northern Ukraine in the weeks after the 
invasion – and left a trail of death, destruc-
tion and allegations of rape, torture and 
other atrocities when they retreated, hav-
ing failed to take Kyiv.

Peremoha, which means victory in 
Ukrainian and is named after the Allied vic-
tory over Nazi Germany in World War II, is 
one of the many cities, towns and villages 
in the Kyiv and Chernihiv regions that 
Russian forces swept into from the north in 
the first several days of the invasion.

On the evening of February 28, the day 
Russian troops entered the village, Serhiy 
and Ruslan Kulyk made their way to the 
post office. They were part of a group of 
Peremoha men communicating via chat 
about how to defend their village of 1,100 
people. Several of the men had agreed to 
meet that day at the post office, where one 
of them worked, to discuss what steps to 
take.

Serhiy Kulyk told Schemes that he 
thought the Russian column of armored 
vehicles would pass through Peremoha on 
its way to Rusaniv, a village 7 kilometers to 
the west.

He expected the Russian forces to face 
stiff resistance in Rusaniv – and reasoned 
that as they retreated, Peremoha’s volun-
teer defenders could try to pick off some 
armored vehicles with Molotov cocktails.

But the column stopped in Peremoha, he 
said, and the Russian soldiers immediately 
began looking for individuals – especially 
men – serving in local militias known as 
territorial defense units or in any way help-
ing the Ukrainian armed forces.

Peremoha resident Olena Palivoda said 
she told her husband, Oleksandr, not to 
meet up with the group at the post office, 
warning him that it was too dangerous.

It was one thing for the villagers to 
attack a single Russian military vehicle 
with Molotov cocktails, she told him, and 
another for them to stare down at an entire 
armored column.

“We will defend the village,” she said he 
answered in reply.

Ms. Palivoda said her husband and the 
others may have been inspired by videos of 
Ukrainian acts of heroism during the first 
four days of the war.

But whatever plans they may have had, 
they never got a chance to put them into 
action. Russian troops learned of their 
meeting, possibly from a collaborator or a 
villager they interrogated, and made their 
way to the post office.

Ruslan’s last text

Serhiy and Ruslan Kulyk had nearly 
reached the building when they saw 
Russian armored vehicles heading in the 
same direction, Mr. Kulyk said. He said he 
ran through a fence and called out to his 
son, who he thought was running behind 
him, only to realize later that he had decid-
ed to hide with others in the cellar of the 

(Continued on page 5)

Ruslan Kulyk was one of five civilians 
whom relatives and residents say were 
summarily executed by Russian soldiers 
at a post office in Peremoha shortly after 
they seized control of the village on 

February 28.

Social media, via RFE/RL

Maksim Krasnoshchyokov (left) and Aleksandr Vasilyev
Maksym Asyka, via RFE/RL graphics
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Can Kyiv launch an offensive to take back southern Ukraine?
by Reid Standish

RFE/RL

Ukrainian forces continue to use U.S.-
supplied precision rocket systems to target 
Russian supply lines in occupied parts of 
southern Ukraine as Kyiv signals the possi-
ble launching of a major counteroffensive 
in the region.

The high-mobility artillery rocket sys-
tems (HIMARS) provided by the United 
States to Ukraine have a longer range, supe-
rior precision and a faster rate of fire com-
pared with the Soviet-designed ones used 
by Russian and Ukrainian forces, and their 
use has allowed the Ukrainians to hit tar-
gets – such as the Antonivskiy bridge that 
crosses the Dnieper River in the Kherson 
region – that military analysts say will 
make it much harder for Russian forces to 
operate smooth supply lines and defend 
land they have seized.

But while the introduction of Western 
weaponry and the uptick of targeted 
attacks point to growing momentum on the 
Ukrainian side, how capable are Kyiv’s forc-
es of launching an offensive to retake and 
hold territory from Russia that it has occu-
pied since the early days of its invasion?

To find out more, RFE/RL spoke with 
Chris Dougherty, a former U.S. defense offi-
cial and fellow at the Center for a New 
American Security, a Washington-based 
think tank.

RFE/RL: Ukrainian officials have said 
that they plan to retake southern Ukraine 
by the end of September, and we are 
already seeing increased fighting around 
Kherson as Ukrainian forces slowly regain 
some territory there. Does this seem like an 
attainable goal for the Ukrainians?

Mr. Dougherty: I think it depends on 
how you define southern Ukraine. I think if 
you define it as Kherson and the area 
around it, then perhaps they can be suc-
cessful by the end of September.

But if you include Crimea and the rest of 
southern Ukraine, then I think that the 
answer is no. It’s probably not attainable 
given the equipment and reserves of mate-
riel that they have at present.

RFE/RL: Kyiv has been hitting Russian 
supply lines with HIMARS donated by the 

United States and also focused on other 
high-value targets of late. Is that behavior 
on Ukraine’s part setting the stage for a 
counteroffensive to retake Kherson?

Mr. Dougherty: I think the answer to 
the immediate question, in theory, is yes. 
Although, we have seen them used differ-
ently by the Ukrainians during the fighting 
in the Donbas and that gets to some critical 
distinctions and decisions for both 
Ukrainian and the North American Treaty 
Organization (NATO) planners.

In the Donbas, the Ukrainians were 
using HIMARS to essentially halt a Russian 
offensive by sapping its firepower and hurt-
ing its logistical support, as well as its com-
mand and control. When you hit targets 
like those, it can deprive the other side of 
ammunition and equipment, and then lead 

to it running out of steam because their 
commanders are no longer there to tell 
troops what to do. This is particularly the 
case in the Russian [military], which has a 
pretty centralized command and control 
system. Once you cut off the head, the body 
doesn’t tend to do all that much.

So, in the Donbas, Ukraine was trying to 
stem the bleeding that had happened ... in 
those intense battles and stabilize things, 
but the doctrinal use for HIMARS in 
Western armed forces is to use them to pre-
pare for an assault. That may be how they 
are being used now.

The problem with preparing for an 
assault – and I think this is a concern for 
NATO and U.S. planners – is that they’re not 
sure that the Ukrainians have enough mass 

of men, materiel and munitions to actually 
carry through an assault that can break 
through the Russian lines.

Instead, what we might see is a kind of 
creeping assault similar to what we saw 
from the Russians as they moved forward 
in the Donbas. There would be fighting 
with high losses in terms of men and equip-
ment while only advancing maybe a kilo-
meter or two at a time.

RFE/RL: We’ve heard multiple Western 
officials, including most recently Richard 
Moore, the head of the U.K.’s MI6, express 
the view that Russia could be about to run 
out of steam in Ukraine, as its forces find it 
increasingly difficult to supply manpower 
and material over the coming weeks. Do you 
agree with this assessment? Where do you 
see Russia’s momentum at the moment?

Mr. Dougherty: I don’t think the Rus-
sians are on the verge of collapse, and if they 
were, then the Ukrainians probably are, too.

The reason for that is just if you look at 
the raw attrition rates on both sides you 
can see how ground-down they each are. 
For people who are fans of boxing, we are 
now in round 12 or 13 of a 15-round fight 
and these two sides have been launching 
haymakers at each other since the begin-
ning. Now they’re both woozy and each is 

 IntervIew

Chris Dougherty
Courtesy of Chris Dougherty

For people who are fans of boxing, we are now in 
round 12 or 13 of a 15-round fight and these two 
sides have been launching haymakers at each 
other since the beginning. Now they’re both woo-
zy and each is trying to figure out how to launch 
one last punch to change the facts on the ground 
before winter sets in and the strategic calculus 
really starts to change.

– Chris Dougherty

A rescuer walks among debris at the site of a residential area destroyed by a Russian 
military strike in the town of Toretsk in Ukraine’s Donetsk region on July 27.

State Emergency Service of Ukraine

Regarding the chef’s motivation to help 
Ukrainians, Ms. Ray said “it’s a moral 
imperative” to help the country due to the 
unjustified nature of the war.

After departing Lviv, the pair spent a few 
days in Przemysl, Poland, where they vol-
unteered to help feed refugees at 
Washington-based chef Jose Andres’ World 
Central Kitchen (WCK). 

WCK “is the largest partner of our foun-
dation,” the chef said.

Ms. Ray, who is also a television host, is 
“now trying to work with Andriy [Mr. 
Futey] and a priest to … get art supplies, 
music and instruments … and medical sup-
plies worth $50,000 for the St. Nicholas 
children’s hospital” in Lviv she said.

A return trip in June saw the two focus 
on feeding Ukrainians after a “prioritiza-
tion,” Ms. Ray said.

Additional humanitarian aid was deliv-
ered, while Mr. Futey and the philanthropic 
chef focused on setting up a kitchen at the 
St. John Bosco Youth Educational Center in 
Lviv on June 20-26. This entailed outfitting 

a modern kitchen worth thousands of dol-
lars for the center.

Pictures on the UCCA president’s 
Facebook page show both Mr. Futey and 

Ms. Ray engaged in food preparation. The 
pictures also show students from the cen-
ter cooking for three hours alongside them.

A vocational cooking class was also 

taught by Ms. Ray for students afterward. 
That session saw the group prepare spa-
ghetti and meatballs.

“The main goal is to keep the war in the 
headlines and humanize this,” Ms. Ray said. 
“It’s a moral imperative to protect democ-
racy.”

She found Ukrainians, “young and old, 
[to be] resolute in what they’re doing” in 
the face of Russian aggression.

“I’m as Ukrainian as any face I look at 
there [in Ukraine],” Ms. Ray said.

Such efforts to help people in the coun-
try should expand, she added.

Mr. Futey said the partnership with Ms. 
Ray is ongoing and that the chef has donat-
ed a total of $200,000 to the diaspora advo-
cacy group.

“We communicate on a daily basis,” Mr. 
Futey said. “It’s a true partnership in the 
sense that both of us are working for the 
same cause meant to prioritize outreach to 
those affected by war in Ukraine and that 
we have the necessary tools to save lives.”

Mr. Futey said he is “amazed at the 
enthusiasm” of Ms. Ray and that he is 
“thankful that we’ve become partners … 
and wish that many more people and orga-
nizations would be as committed as she is.”

(Continued from page 1)

Celebrity chef...

Celebrity chef Rachel Ray (center) cooks at the St. John Bosco Youth Educational 
Center in Lviv, Ukraine, on June 24. She was joined by Chef Giancarla Bodoni 

(right) and an interpreter.

Courtesy of Andriy Futey

(Continued on page 7)
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post office building.
“Mom, they have almost found us,” 

Ruslan texted that night, at 9:50 p.m. It was 
the last time his parents heard from him.

Andriy, another member of the group 
chat, told Schemes that he was captured by 
Russian forces near the village council 
building and beaten. The soldiers interro-
gated him, taking his phone away, and frog-
marched him to the post office, where they 
interrogated him again. Two other men 
were being questioned there as well.

The soldiers ordered the two other men 
into the cellar, he said, and shot them from 
behind as they took the first few steps 
down the stairs.

“Before my eyes, they were simply shot 
and thrown into the basement,” said Andriy, 
who did not want his last name published.

He would later learn that the Russian 
soldiers had already killed three other men 
inside the post office, their bodies lying out 
of sight in the cellar.

Four of Andriy’s childhood friends, includ-
ing Ruslan Kulyk, were among the dead.

Oleksandr Palivoda, who had moved to 
Peremoha three years ago, was the fifth 
victim.

The post office now lies in ruins. Andriy 
said the soldiers blew it up in an attempt to 
hide evidence of the killings.

Since the invasion, Russian forces have 
targeted Ukrainian civilian men for interro-
gations, beatings and in some cases extraju-
dicial execution, sometimes accusing them 
of helping the military.

‘Happiest day’

Civilians who spontaneously take up 

arms – as Ruslan Kulyk and the other 
victims may have been planning to do – 
are entitled by international law to pro-
tection against violence when captured.

The post office massacre is among 
countless acts by Russian soldiers – some 
proven, some alleged – that are being 
investigated as possible war crimes.

While some of the suspects are in 
Ukrainian custody, most of them – includ-
ing the two soldiers named by the 

authorities in the killings at the post 
office in Peremoha, both of them majors 
who eyewitnesses said were giving 
orders – have either been killed, are still 
fighting or have returned to Russia.

Like Serhiy and Larysa Kulyk, other 
relatives and residents are struggling to 
come to terms with the killings five 
months later.

Olena Palivoda left Peremoha with her 
son after her husband’s killing, but she 
has since returned.

The couple had toiled for a decade to 
save up money for the house they 
bought there. Among other work, they 
sold strawberries, raspberries and vege-
tables they grew in the garden of their 
previous home to make money for the 
purchase.

“For us, it was the happiest day of our 
lives,” Olena said of the day they bought 
the house. “It’s our castle.”

(Written by Todd Prince based on 
reporting by Kira Tolstyakova)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-post-
office-massacre-russian-troops/31960917.
html).

(Continued from page 3)

Post office...

Andriy stands in the ruins of the post office building. “Before my eyes, they were sim-
ply shot and thrown into the basement,” he said.

RFE/RL, via RadioSvoboda.org

recent CIA estimate was that 15,000 
Russian forces had been killed in fighting.

Ms. Slotkin, who recently returned from 
a trip to Ukraine, said the next three to six 
weeks could be crucial for the direction the 
conflict could take.

“I think that what we heard very firmly 
from President [Volodymyr] Zelenskyy and 
reinforced today is that the Ukrainians real-
ly want to hit Russia in the teeth a few 
times before the winter comes, put them in 
the best position possible, particularly hit-
ting them down south,” Ms. Slotkin said.

The new numbers, if confirmed, would 
mean heavy losses for Russia as Ukraine 
presses ahead with a counteroffensive in 
the Russian-occupied southern portion of 
the country to retake the strategic city of 
Kherson.

The city, which had a population of 
290,000 before the war, is currently under 
a Moscow-appointed administration after 
falling early on in the war.

Britain’s Ministry of Defense said in its 
daily intelligence bulletin early on July 28 
that Ukraine’s counteroffensive in Kherson 
was gathering momentum and has “highly 
likely established a bridgehead south of the 

Ingulets River, which forms the northern 
boundary of Russian-occupied Kherson.”

Regaining control of the city would give 
Ukrainian forces a foothold to reclaim parts 
of the Black Sea coast.

British intelligence confirmed that the 
Antonivskiy Bridge near Kherson, which 
had been first damaged last week, was 
struck again on July 27 “and it is highly like-
ly that the crossing is now unusable.”

Antonivskiy is one of the three bridges 
across the Dnipro River damaged by 
Ukrainian forces with the help of its new 
long-range artillery. Russia relies upon the 
bridges to supply the areas under its con-
trol.

British intelligence said that Kherson, 
the most politically significant population 
center occupied by Russia, is now “virtually 
cut off” from the other Russian-occupied 
territories.

Losing Kherson would severely under-
mine Russia’s attempts to paint the occupa-
tion as a success, British intelligence said.

A Ukrainian defense official said Russian 
troops were, in turn, engaged in a massive 
redeployment in the south of the country, 
including the area of the Ukrainian counter-
offensive.

Security Council Secretary Oleksiy 
Danilov made the comments on Ukrainian 
television on July 27, saying the redeploy-

ments were taking place in the direction of 
the Kherson, Melitopol and Zaporizhia 
regions, and the Russians were bringing in 
additional forces.

Mr. Danilov also said that Ukraine is now 
receiving numerous weapons from its 
Western partners.

“What we are getting now is a huge 
amount of help,” he added.

The weapons supplied include high-
mobility artillery rocket systems (HIMARS) 
from the United States. HIMARS have a lon-
ger range and are more precise than the 
Soviet-era artillery that Ukraine had in its 
arsenal. Ukrainian officials have said their 
deployment has been critical in the fight to 
repel Russian troops and to strike their 
supply lines.

Nataliya Humenyuk, spokeswoman for 
Operational Command South, said earlier 
on Ukrainian television that the Ukrainian 
counteroffensive had made advances near 
Kherson.

“The counteroffensive in the south of 
Ukraine is moving forward. The Russian 
Army is demoralized,” she said, adding that 
two villages – Andriyivka and Lozove – had 
been liberated, and Ukrainian forces were 
strengthening their positions.

In Kherson, Ukraine’s Defense Ministry 
said a police officer was killed and another 
one was injured on July 27 by an explosive 

device planted by the Ukrainian “resistance 
movement.”

The ministry’s Main Directorate of 
Intelligence said the device was set off by 
radio control on a street just north of the 
city center.

The directorate recently urged citizens 
in the Kherson region to reveal where 
Moscow’s troops were living and which 
locals were collaborating with the occupy-
ing authorities.

Moscow-backed separatists claimed on 
July 27 to have seized control of Ukraine’s 
second-largest coal-fired power plant near 
the city of Svitlodarsk with the help of 
Russian mercenaries from the notorious 
Kremlin-linked Wagner Group.

Oleksiy Arestovych, an advisor to the 
Ukrainian president, said in an interview 
posted on YouTube that Russia had 
achieved “a tiny tactical advantage” by cap-
turing the Vuhlehirsk power plant.

(With reporting by Reuters, AFP, dpa, 
CNN, BBC and Newsweek)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-russia-
invasion-casualties-kherson-counteroffen-
sive/31963314.html).

(Continued from page 1)

Russian casualties...
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According to various reports, Kyiv is gearing up to launch a major military offen-
sive in the south of the country. It is an effort to repel the Russian military which has 
sought to capture the entirety of Ukraine’s Black Sea coastline.  Any major attempt to 
make headway in pushing back the Russian military will likely need to be made 
before winter sets in and provides Russian President Vladimir Putin with a distinct 
military advantage, as Moscow’s ground forces are believed to fare better on frozen 
ground then on soft, wet, muddy soil.

A counteroffensive in the south of Ukraine would begin by first taking back 
Kherson, a city with a pre-war population of 290,000 people that has been under 
Moscow’s control since falling in the initial stage of the full-scale war that Russia 
launched against Ukraine on February 24. Military experts believe that retaking 
Kherson would give Kyiv an initial foothold before launching a massive counterof-
fensive to reclaim the Black Sea coast.

It seems the initial stage of that counteroffensive has begun. In a daily intelligence 
bulletin issued on July 28, Britain’s Defense Ministry said that Kyiv’s counteroffen-
sive in Kherson was gathering momentum and has “highly likely established a 
bridgehead south of the Ingulets River, which forms the northern boundary of 
Russia-occupied Kherson.”  Ukrainian officials have said their military has in recent 
weeks retaken some small settlements north of the city.

According to various statements made by members of Ukraine’s military, the High 
Mobility Artillery Rocket Systems (HIMARs) provided by the West have begun to 
have a significant effect on the battlefield. The United States has already delivered a 
dozen M142 HIMARs, and Washington recently approved the delivery of four more.

Though it has not yet been confirmed, several initial reports from Ukrainian 
media said that Ukraine used HIMARs to knock out the Antonivskiy Bridge across 
the Dnipro River in Kherson. Knocking out the bridge will disrupt Russian reinforce-
ments and supplies being moved into the city from Crimea.  The HIMARs, if Ukraine 
has enough of them, are expected to play a major role in the country’s effort to take 
back territory now controlled by Russia, if not win the war outright.

U.S. Rep. Adam Smith (D-Wash.), chair of the House Armed Services Committee, 
said Washington was looking to significantly increase its delivery of HIMARs to 
Ukraine. Kyiv has requested at least 50. Speaking to RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service, Mr. 
Smith said he was looking to ensure that Kyiv gets as many as 30 multi-rocket 
launch systems as soon as possible “because, in this fight, whoever can see far and 
shoot far is going to be in better shape. … The HIMARS systems with their range, you 
know, 30 to 50 kilometers is really helpful. We’ve seen the impact already just in the 
last month. But if they had a longer range, it’d be tougher for the Russians to hide 
their stuff,” Mr. Smith said.

We urge the U.S. government to continue, and even speed up, the shipment of the 
HIMARs systems to Ukraine. In the relatively short period of time that they have 
been used in the war, the Ukrainian military has already demonstrated the massive 
impact the HIMARs can play in moving this war from a potentially long-term stale-
mate into an eventual victory for the Ukrainian people and their fight for the very 
survival of the Ukrainian nation.

The Ukrainian Weekly

Last year, on August 9, 2021, Russia began massive military 
drills along Ukraine’s eastern border as well as to the south in 
Russia-occupied Crimea. The drills concluded on September 15, 
and coincided with Zapad 2021, a massive military training exer-
cise that was promoted to be a rehearsal of Russia-led operations 
against forces from the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO).

Washington-based analysts at the Institute for the Study of War said the exercises were 
a test of “the ability of Russian officers to use attached assets and demonstrate creative 
decision-making.”

The Ukrainian Weekly’s editorial for August 15, titled “Wolves at the doorstep,” pointed 
outed that, “ … despite the Russian military’s effort to frame the exercise as a routine mili-
tary drill, it is abundantly clear that Mr. Putin and his ally, Belarusian President Alyaksandr 
Lukashenka – known as the last dictator of Europe – are intent on doing what they can to 
destabilize Ukraine. For Mr. Lukashenka, it’s certainly about retribution. In recent weeks, 
Ukraine has become a haven for Belarusian opposition activists, dissidents and even 
Olympic athletes who fear for their lives if they stay in Belarus, though it appears that even 
in Ukraine Belarusians are not safe. Activist Vital Shyshou, a Belarusian who led a Kyiv-
based organization that helped persecuted compatriots, was found hanged in a park near 
his home in Kyiv on August 3.”

Mr. Lukashenka’s complaints against Ukraine included claims that Ukraine was stoking 
protests in Belarus that threaten his dictatorship. Ukraine’s Foreign Affairs Ministry 
responded that Ukraine would remain “open and hospitable to the citizens of Belarus who 
are forced to look for places to live and work in Ukraine.”

The editorial added the following: “Perhaps the most worrying element of Mr. 
Lukashenka’s accusation is that [Ukraine’s military training on its own territory] will be 
used by both the Russian and Belarusian presidents as a pretext for further military 
aggression against Ukraine. We believe the next few weeks will be a period of great poten-
tial danger for Ukraine. As many Ukrainians rightly prepare to celebrate an incredible 
milestone – the 30th anniversary of their country’s renewed independence – we also urge 
them to do so with great caution. Wolves are prowling on the doorstep.”

Source: “Wolves at the doorstep,” The Ukrainian Weekly, August 15, 2021.
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Turning the pages back...

by Ihor Kabanenko
Eurasia Daily Monitor

On July 22, Ukrainian representatives 
signed the Initiative on Safe Transportation 
of Grain and Food Products from Ukrainian 
Ports with Turkey and the United Nations 
secretary general in Istanbul (Pravda.com.
ua, July 22). Ukraine’s agreement was con-
cluded with Ankara and the U.N., but not 
with Moscow, and provides for grain trans-
portation from three Ukrainian Black Sea 
seaports – Odesa, Chornomorsk and 
Pivdennyi – for 120 days with the possibility 
of extension. Russia, represented by Defense 
Minister Sergei Shoigu, signed a similar, but 
separate, agreement. The Kremlin signed its 
respective accord with Turkey and the U.N. 
before Kyiv signed its initiative.

Taking into account global demand for 
Ukrainian agricultural products, the agree-
ment’s implementation will allow Ukraine 
to export up to 5 million tons of grain from 
last year’s harvest every month. Together 
with the Rhine-Danube Corridor, as well as 
rail and road transportation, this will push 
Ukraine’s monthly grain exports to about 8 
million tons (see Eurasia Daily Monitor, July 
25). Unblocking the seaports will allow 
grain-owning companies to receive income 
and avoid the risk of bankruptcy, which in 
turn will ensure the sowing of winter 
wheat this fall and will free up the silos 
where last year’s grain is currently being 
stored (Kmu.gov.ua, July 22). Russia 
received a partial relaxation of certain 
restrictions from the European Union; yet, 
at the same time, Moscow’s agreement 
does not provide for an easing of Western 
sanctions. Indeed, Russia will still have to 
deal with high prices for cargo and ship-
ping vessel insurance, as well as potential 
logistical problems at sea and on railways.

From a military point of view, Ukraine’s 
agreement signals a breakthrough in the 
naval blockade of the country, which has 
been an instrument of Russian military 
aggression and economic conflict against 
Kyiv. The accord stresses that “all activities 
in Ukrainian territorial waters will be car-
ried out under the authority and responsi-
bility of Ukraine.” Accordingly, Kyiv 
announced that the entry and exit of ves-
sels to the indicated seaports will be car-
ried out by caravan, which will be accom-
panied by a lead ship (Kmu.gov.ua, July 25). 
Meanwhile, the Russian side agreed that its 
warships, drones and aircraft will not be 

allowed to approach merchant vessels 
(Pravda.com.ua, July 22).

Will Moscow follow the letter and spirit 
of its signed agreement? This is a rhetorical 
question, as the very next day after the 
grain agreement was signed, Russia carried 
out a cynical missile attack on the port of 
Odesa (UNIAN, July 23). What were the 
possible motives for such aggressive action 
when, according to the logic of internation-
al law, Moscow should have avoided it? 
Perhaps this happened due to irritation in 
the Kremlin regarding its failure to insert a 
ceasefire into the agreement during the 
Istanbul meetings, which was not included 
based on pushback from Kyiv (Blacksea-
news.net, July 26).

Another motive could be that Russia 
would benefit from high grain prices. And 
the export of Ukrainian grain will seriously 
knock down those prices. Therefore, it is 
important for the Kremlin that Ukrainian 
grain remains expensive. Thus, the missile 
strike may have been aimed at raising 
Ukrainian grain transportation prices due 
to increased risks (Glavcom.ua, July 24). 
But generally, it evidences that Russia 
should not be trusted in giving any kind of 
guarantee (Ua.korrespondent.net, July 21).

Given this, it is likely that Russian provo-
cations and manipulations will continue 
against Ukrainian grain, because the 
Kremlin traditionally gravitates toward 
revanchist strategies with accompanying 
manipulation and games of “whip and gin-
gerbread” (i.e. “carrot and stick”). At the 
same time, Russian President Vladimir 
Putin will try to shift blame for disruptions 
of transportation to the Ukrainian side, 
accusing Kyiv of inconsistency and unpre-
dictability. Since the Russians will “alleged-
ly” fulfill all the conditions of their agree-
ment, according to Moscow’s logic, this 
may contribute to the easing of sanctions 
and trigger Ukraine’s compliance in future 
negotiations on the Kremlin’s terms (24tv.
ua, July 24). In this context, it is important 
to note the following regarding the signed 
initiative (Epravda.com.ua, July 23):

Its purpose was determined not to guar-
antee the overall safety of navigation but 
only to promote safe navigation for grain 
exports, which assumes the goodwill of all 
signing parties –

something the Kremlin does not seem to 
possess, especially vis-à-vis Kyiv.

Export of Ukrainian grain through  
seaports: opportunities and risks

A key southern  
counteroffensive

 newS AnALYSIS

Dear Editor:
Actually, in Russian, the wording of the 

poster for the story on the front page of 
The Ukrainian Weekly (“Combined resis-
tance movement in southern Ukraine irri-
tates Russian occupation,” published in 
the July 17 issue) means “1-2-3-4-5, we 
are coming to search for you” (Though, in 
a sense, it means “we are coming to get 
you”). In Russian the word “iskat” means 
“to look” or “to search.” Ukrainians do not 
have this word at all. Years ago, in New 
York, a really tough Ukrainian born in 
Uzbekistan who spoke Ukrainian fluently 
but with a very strong Russian accent 
(though I admitted to him that I had an 

English accent) and who was one of the 
few Ukrainians who found themselves in 
Spetznatz, the very specialized commando 
type troops in the Soviet Army, told me 
how the Spetznatz of Russia’s Strategic 
Forces used these words as a form of psy-
chological warfare. In the event of a war, 
their mission was to search out and 
destroy nuclear sites, high ranking com-
manders and their headquarters as well 
as senior ranking public officials in the 
western world. Later, I taught this saying 
to some of the U.S. Seal teams and Green 
Berets operating in southwest Asia and 
Afghanistan where Russian (and to an 
extend even Ukrainian) was found. God 
bless those Ukrainians posting this saying. 

Orest M. Logusz 
Colonel, U.S. Army (retired)

Sterling, N.Y.

‘We are coming  
to get you’

 Letter tO tHe eDItOr

(Continued on page 9)
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by Eugene Czolij

As part of Russia’s all-out war against 
Ukraine, the Russian navy’s blockade of 
Ukraine’s Black Sea ports has prevented 
some 20 million tons of Ukraine’s grain to 
be exported to needy countries, despite the 
fact that the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations and the 
World Food Programme issued the follow-
ing alarming warning: “An all-time high of 
up to 49 million people in 46 countries 
could now be at risk of falling into famine 
or famine-like conditions, unless they 
receive immediate life- and livelihoods-
saving assistance.”

On July 22, during an official ceremony 
at the Dolmabahçe Palace in Istanbul, 
Ukraine’s Minister of Infrastructure 
Olexandr Kubrakov and Russia’s Defence 
Minister Sergei Shoigu signed the Black 
Sea grain agreement. This deal, brokered 
and backed by United Nations Secretary 
General António Guterres and Turkey’s 
President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan, stipulat-
ed that there would not be any attacks on 
Ukraine’s Black Sea ports to allow the 
export of Ukraine’s grain and avert a global 
food crisis.

According to the U.N., Ukraine account-
ed for 10 percent of global wheat exports 
in 2021, which is why the U.N. secretary 
general stated that, “Since the war started, 
I have been highlighting that there is no 
solution to the global food crisis without 
ensuring full global access to Ukraine’s 
food products. … Today there is a beacon of 
hope on the Black Sea. … The comprehen-
sive Black Sea grain agreement secured in 
Istanbul is a big step forward in tackling 
the global food crisis now gripping the 
globe.”

This frail “beacon of hope” lasted less 
than 24 hours as two Russian missiles hit 
the Black Sea Port of Odesa, one of 
Ukraine’s largest seaports, on July 23, dam-
aging its infrastructure, while another two 
Russian missiles heading in that direction 
were destroyed by Ukraine’s Armed Forces.

Estonia’s Prime Minister Kaja Kallas cor-
rectly summed up this outrageous Russian 
turnaround by tweeting the following: 
“That’s all you need to know about deals 
with Russia.”

Indeed, Russia’s attack on Ukraine’s Port 
of Odesa, a day after the signing of the 
Black Sea grain agreement, is but another 
addition to the Kremlin’s long list of blatant 
violations of its international agreements – 
many of which occurred before the ink 
even dried.

The European Union’s High Repre sen-
tative Josep Borrell Fontelles condemned 
the attack and said that, “Striking a target 
crucial for grain export a day after the sig-
nature of Istanbul agreements is particu-
larly reprehensible and again demon-
strates Russia’s total disregard for interna-
tional law and commitments.”

The Kremlin is committing genocide in 
Ukraine and escalating its hybrid aggres-
sion against the West by weaponizing refu-
gees, food, gas and information.

It is high time for all Western leaders to 
recognize this stark reality and to immedi-
ately take the necessary steps to stop the 
Kremlin’s imperialist plans.

There is only one way to stop Russia’s 
escalating hybrid aggression against the 
West and that is to help Ukraine regain its 
territorial integrity quickly.

The key to achieving this laudable goal 
is not at all complicated. Ukraine needs the 
necessary weapons to ensure a no-fly zone 
and push the Russian military back to its 
borders, while Russia needs to be effective-
ly sanctioned so that Western currency 
does not finance Russia’s genocidal war 
against Ukraine and hybrid aggression 
against the West.

Time is of the essence as every day of 
wavering brings with it more devastation 
in Ukraine and increases the negative 
human and financial impact of Russia’s 
ongoing hybrid aggression against the 
West.

Eugene Czolij is president of the non-
governmental organization “Ukraine-2050” 
and former president of the Ukrainian 
W o r l d  C o n g r e s s  ( 2 0 0 8 - 2 0 1 8 ) .  
“Ukraine-2050” is a non-profit organiza-
tion established to help implement, within 
one generation – by 2050 – strategies for 
the sustainable development of Ukraine as 
a fully independent, territorially integral, 
democratic, reformed and economically 
competitive European state.

by Lubomyr Luciuk

When Ukrainians first began arriving in 
Canada, 131 years ago, they weren’t recog-
nized for who they were, instead being 
called “Ruthenians” or by regional terms 
like “Galicians” or “Bukovynians.” Lured 
here with promises of freedom and free 
land, they were also not always appreciat-
ed. Editorialists at the Daily Herald in 
Calgary, for example, approvingly cited the 
“dispassionate, unprejudiced and common-
sense remarks” of Rev. Father Moris who, in 
1899, having toured the Northwest, 
preached against Ukrainian immigrants.

“As for the Galicians, I have not met a sin-
gle person ... who is sympathetic towards 
them. They are, from the point of view of 
civilization, 10 times lower than the 
Indians,” he said. “They have not the least 
idea of sanitation. In their personal habits 
and acts [they] resemble animals, and even 
in the streets of Edmonton, when they come 
to market, men, women and children would, 
if unchecked, turn the place into a common 
sewer. In many cases they have been con-
tent with building themselves holes in the 
ground where the family consorts with the 
animals ... they herd together; they do not 
understand our ways or tongue.”

The Herald then chided those govern-
ment officials who were supposedly giving 
Alberta’s farming lands over to “a horde of 
hopelessly immoral and filthy Galicians.”

It got worse. Exacerbated by pre-war 
racism and wartime xenophobia, tens of 
thousands of Ukrainians and other 
Europeans were branded “enemy aliens” 
during Canada’s first national internment 
operations of 1914-1920. Many would be 
transported to 24 internment camps set up 
in the country’s frontier hinterlands, forced 
to do heavy labor for the profit of their jail-
ers and subjected to other state-sanctioned 
censures, including disenfranchisement. 
And, after the war’s end, calls were made 
for their jobs to be given to returning sol-
diers “or any other white man.”

As for what to do with this imported 
“race of inferior beings,” also prosaically 
described as “the bohunks of Central 
Europe,” one Member of Parliament, 
Herbert S. Clements (Kent West) recom-
mended the following: “... every alien in this 
dominion should be deported at the earli-
est opportunity. Cattle ships are good 
enough for them.” Clement’s contemporary, 
Sir Hugh J. Macdonald (the son of Sir John 
A. Macdonald) offered his own advice on 
the matter.

“Fear is the only agency that can be suc-
cessfully employed to keep them within the 
law and I have no doubt that if the 
Dominion Government persists in the 
course that it is now adopting, the foreign 
element here will soon be as gentle and 
easily controlled as a lot of sheep.” 
Obligingly, he even specified which “races” 
were “undesirable” – Ruthenians, Russians, 
Poles and Russian and German Jews, all 
al legedly bearers of  Bolshevism. 
Thankfully, proposals demanding these 
unfortunates wear badges identifying them 
as such were not adopted. That particular 
indignity was left for the Nazis to force 
upon Jews during the Holocaust.

Throughout the interwar period, immi-
gration quotas discriminated against many 
“races,” including Ukrainians. Having only a 
few years earlier been subjected to being 
rounded up as “enemy aliens,” not because 
of anything they had done wrong, but only 
because of who they were, Ukrainians and 
their children were now expected to assim-
ilate. Across the prairies, teachers were 
even forbidden from speaking Ukrainian 
during school hours. Today some might 
label this another example of cultural geno-
cide.

Arguably it was not until the World War 
II, after Ukrainian Canadians proved their 
“loyalty” by being overrepresented as vol-
unteers for overseas duty in the armed forc-
es, that prejudices began to fade, although 
far from entirely. I well remember – and I 
was born and raised in Kingston, Ontario – 
having a biddy on a bus tell my mother and 
me to “stop speaking [our] f***ing foreign 
language.” And, of course, with a name like 
mine, I got my share of hazing.

Kremlin’s ‘da’ is useless, but its hybrid 
aggression against the West is real

Profiting from the past pain 
of others is just plain wrong
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trying to figure out how to launch one last 
punch to change the facts on the ground 
before winter sets in and the strategic cal-
culus really starts to change.

I’d actually say that one of the reasons 
for the urgency on the Ukrainian side is 
that they know that the strategic calculus 
changes to Russia’s advantage once cold 
weather sets in and certain gas supplies 
stop rolling into Europe.

RFE/RL: You mention that the winter is 
a looming deadline in a way for the 
Ukrainians. Another one appears to be the 
desire signaled by Russian officials to annex 
parts of – or all of – southern Ukraine in the 
fall. How do these time constraints affect 
the strategic calculus for both Kyiv and its 
Western partners?

Mr. Dougherty:  I think Russian 
attempts to annex parts of Ukraine are 
mostly meaningless because they won’t be 

recognized internationally. Russia will try 
to say that this is [their] territory and use 
that as a reason to say why they can’t be 
attacked there, but I just don’t really find 
that as a credible threat.

But the threat of gas getting turned off to 
Europe in the midst of winter is a credible 
threat. It’s something that we’ve seen used 
as a political weapon before, and I think we 
will see it used as a political weapon again.

I think the Ukrainians are extremely con-
cerned that the cohesion of the Western 
alliance that is keeping their military afloat 
will degrade once the onset of cold weather 
really starts to make Europeans question 
why they are sacrificing so much on behalf 
of Ukraine. Now, there’s been a lot of cohe-
sion from February until now and it won’t 
go away all of a sudden, but there is a sig-
nificant possibility that the impetus and 
cohesion behind this alliance could start to 
feel the pinch of depleted energy supplies.

And so, I think the Ukrainians are cor-
rectly seeing the political dimensions of 
military strategy and those political dimen-
sions are [moving] them toward a more 

aggressive push for a counterattack, partic-
ularly in the south.

On the other hand, I think NATO is look-
ing at the military factors at play and see-
ing that Kyiv doesn’t have the reserves of 
manpower and materiel to launch a major 
offensive and, if they do, it could become 
another meat grinder.

This is an enormous-scale conflict in the 
second-largest country in Europe, and I think 
it will be hard for [Kyiv] to maintain all these 
different fronts in the north, east and south 
while at the same time gathering enough 
manpower to launch an offensive. So, there is 
a call on the NATO side to wait until later, per-
haps until spring 2023, when Ukraine can 
really build up a lot of force to do this.

The problem is that time works for both 
sides, and Russia could rebuild some of its 
offensive or defensive power by 2023, too. 
Ukraine also has concerns – not unfounded 
ones, either – that the depth of their sup-
port could erode by then, so they feel they 
need to act sooner than later.

(This interview has been edited and 
condensed for clarity.)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/pentagon-chris-
dougherty-interview-southern-ukraine-
offensive/31962608.html).

(Continued from page 4)

Can Kyiv...

Lubomyr Luciuk is a professor of political 
geography at the Royal Military College of 
Canada and a fellow of the chair of 
Ukrainian Studies at the University of 
Toronto. (Continued on page 11)
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Selfreliance FCU supports its members as they support various aid efforts in Ukraine
SFCU

CHICAGO – When Russia invaded 
Ukraine on February 24, Selfreliance 
Federal Credit Union (SFCU) reacted pro-
actively to provide assistance in a number 
of ways to Ukraine and to Ukrainians. The 
credit union has also provided financial 
incentives for its members who wish to 
donate to Ukraine relief initiatives or pro-
vide direct aid to their relatives and friends 
in Ukraine and beyond. 

Selfreliance eliminated wire transfer 
fees for individuals sending money to 
Ukraine or Poland, the country that wel-
comed the greatest number of refugees 
fleeing Ukraine. This also enabled mem-
bers to donate to the Bank of Ukraine’s 
humanitarian aid fund without the added 
expense of a wire transfer fee. 

As a result, members initiated 1,732 
wire transfers and saved $50,000 in fees. 
Members also initiated 420 wire transfers 
to the National Bank of Ukraine, sending 
that bank a total of $485,000, money that 
has directly supported Ukraine’s humani-
tarian initiatives.

The Selfreliance Foundation’s Ukraine 
Relief Fund (account number 176994) 
received $650,000 in donations through 
June 30. To date, the Selfreliance 
Foundation has distributed funds to the fol-
lowing groups: $260,000 to Revived 
Soldiers Ukraine, $230,000 to the 
Ukrainian Medical Association of North 
America (UMANA) Foundation, $50,000 to 
the United Ukrainian American Relief 
Committee (UUARC), $25,000 to Help 
Razom, and $25,000 to Ukrainian 
Children’s Aid and Relief Effort (UCARE, 
Inc.).

Other organizations established 
accounts at Selfreliance FCU so that mem-
bers could easily donate funds to help 
Ukraine. Individuals can make deposits 
directly to an organization’s SFCU account.

For example, the Ukrainian Congress 
Committee of America’s (UCCA) Humani-
tar ian Aid Fund, which is used to support 

volunteers in Ukraine, is held by the SFCU. 
Other organizations with SFCU accounts 
includes the Selfreliance Association, 
which provides various types of assistance 
to Ukrainian refugees seeking to settle in 
Chicago, and the Ukrainian Catholic 
University Foundation (UCUF), which is 
providing services to internally displaced 
individuals in Lviv, including orphans and 
disabled persons. 

Selfreliance FCU has a physical presence 
in three states: Illinois, Michigan and New 
Jersey. Community organizations support-
ed by the credit union in all locations have 
hosted fundraising events, such as concerts, 
on behalf of humanitarian relief in Ukraine.

The Selfreliance Foundation is often 
asked to help fund these group’s initiatives, 
and the credit union’s marketing depart-
ment often provides advertising banners 
and helps promote the events on its web-
site, in print and on social media. The 
Foundation budgeted $50,000 as a sepa-
rate fund to assist the various organiza-
tions in their support of Ukraine.

In addition, organizations such as the 
UMANA Foundation and Revived Soldiers 

Ukraine and others have accounts at 
Selfreliance, and deposits can be made 
directly to those non-governmental organi-
zations in support of Ukraine. Selfreliance 
records indicate that, since the war began, 
a total of $2,850,000 has been donated to 
organizations collecting funds to support 
Ukraine. 

The credit union has also contributed 
$25,000 to Meest Corporation, based in 
New Jersey, to pay for the shipping of 
humanitarian aid packages to Ukraine, 
thereby covering this cost for organiza-
tions that collected donations but could 
not afford the shipping costs. 

Chicago has welcomed a significant 
number of refugees from Ukraine, many 
with children who have enrolled in St. 
Nicholas Cathedral School. To assist chil-
dren in learning English, the school is hold-
ing a special summer language camp, and 
the Foundation allocated $10,000 for its 
implementation. 

To date, the Foundation has allocated 
$75,000 to the Selfreliance Association, its 
parent organization. The Association is 
doing admirable work by enabling legal, 
medical and other professionals to provide 
free consultation to immigrants and refu-
gees on issues of concern, such as living 
arrangements and jobs, language fluency, 

financial aid and the like. The Association 
is now working with state and federal enti-
ties to seek out additional assistance.

Selfreliance FCU is an active member of 
the credit union community in Illinois and 
the U.S. as a whole. In response to the crisis 
in Ukraine, area credit unions stepped up 
to contribute thousands of dollars in 
humanitarian aid to Ukraine. Credit Unions 
from across Illinois have provided gener-
ous support in excess of $125,000 for a 
variety of humanitarian relief efforts in 
Ukraine, including donations to the Illinois 
Credit Union Foundation’s Ukraine Fund. 
An additional $25,000 in matching funds 
from Envisant will go to the SFCU 
Foundation’s Ukraine Relief Fund. 

In speaking with credit union leaders, 
Selfreliance President and CEO Vitaliy 
Kutnyy said that, “In these difficult times, 
you see in action the ‘people helping peo-
ple’ philosophy of the credit union move-
ment. We are very thankful to the credit 
union industry for their support and con-
tributions to the Selfreliance Foundation 
Ukraine Relief Fund.”

Readers who would like to learn more 
about the SFCU Foundation’s Ukraine 
Relief Fund may visit the following site: 
https://www.selfreliance.com/sup-
portukraine/ 

 COMMUnItY CHrOnICLe

Selfreliane Federal Credit Union President and CEO 
Vitaliy Kutnyy

SFCU

SFCU Chairman of the Board of Directors Oleh Karawan

No mechanisms are in place for deter-
mining the “maritime humanitarian corri-
dor” for grain vessels, as well as the demin-
ing of port approaches by a third-party 
minesweeper if necessary. Both issues are 
subject to an agreement by all parties with-
in the framework of the Joint Coordination 
Center, which runs the risk of the Russian 
side slowing down and blocking negotia-
tions.

It was emphasized in the agreement that 
“the parties will not carry out any attacks 
on merchant and other civilian vessels and 
port facilities participating in this initia-
tive.” This creates room for the Kremlin’s 
manipulation to justify Russian attacks 
against the ports and port cities of Ukraine, 
as port facilities are only a small part of 
these entities. The statement by the 
Russian foreign affairs minister that the 
missile attack on the port of Odesa “does 
not contradict” the grain agreement indi-
cates that the Kremlin is actively thinking 
along these terms (Slovoidilo.ua, July 25).

Finally, the fact that the U.N. secretary 
general signed this agreement in no way 
means that the U.N. bears legal obligations 
to Ukraine or Russia, as stated in the docu-
ment itself. The secretary general is simply 
an intermediary who proposed such an ini-

tiative. It is crucial to not forget that, from 
the beginning of these negotiations and the 
war in general, Moscow did not want the 
U.N., namely the secretary general, to be 
involved in the resolution, because the 
Kremlin did not want the Russian 
Federation to be recognized as an aggressor 
by a global institution. Therefore, this docu-
ment is not an internationally binding treaty 
– it is only a situational political agreement. 
As such, the accord will not be submitted to 
the U.N. Secretariat (where it could become 
internationally binding). And it will not be 
ratified, as it would be under other circum-
stances, by the Verkhovna Rada (the 
Ukrainian Parliament) (Lb.ua, July 22).

In sum, although the signing of the 
agreement created a temporary political 
space for solving the problem of grain 
transportation, it by no means reduced the 
risks and threats of future aggressive 
actions from Russia. Thus, Ukraine should 
keep the needed gunpowder dry, as 
emphasized by Mykhailo Podolyak, adviser 
to the head of Ukraine’s Presidential Office. 
And as Mr. Podolyak has stressed, Ukraine 
will not weaken the security regime in the 
Black Sea, as Kyiv’s distrust of Moscow con-
tinues to grow (Ukrinform, July 21).

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 6)
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European Union,” Mr. Zelenskyy said on 
July 27 in his evening address to the nation. 
“Our exports would not only allow us to 
increase our income in foreign currency 
but will also help our partners to resist 
Russian energy pressure,” he said. Ukraine 
wants gradually to become “one of the 
guarantors of European energy security,” 
he added. The Ukrainian electricity grid 
was connected to the European network in 
mid-March, helping to keep supplies flow-
ing despite Russia’s invasion. Ukraine start-
ed exporting electricity to the EU via 
Romania in early July. Germany’s energy 
regulator said earlier that Russia’s state 
energy giant Gazprom cut gas deliveries to 
Europe through the Nord Stream 1 pipeline 
to about 20 percent of capacity as expected. 
That put supplies through the Nord Stream 
1 terminal – a major artery for gas supplies 
to reach the European Union – at about 
one-fifth capacity. Russian state-controlled 
energy giant Gazprom had flagged the cut, 
with the Kremlin saying again on July 27 
that it was due to “obstruction” of mainte-
nance work caused by Western sanctions 
against Moscow for its February 24 inva-
sion of Ukraine. “We had counted on receiv-
ing one repaired engine from Siemens 
[Energy] as far back as May, but as of today 
we haven’t got this engine,” Gazprom’s 
Deputy Chief Executive Vitaly Markelov 

told Rossiya 24 TV on July 27. European 
officials have rejected Russia’s excuses, 
accusing Moscow of weaponizing energy 
supplies and saying there was no technical 
reason for the disruption. Reuters quoted a 
statement from Siemens Energy on July 27 
saying that the turbine was in Germany 
“with all the necessary documents for the 
export of the turbine to Russia.” “What is 
missing, however, are the customs docu-
ments for import to Russia. Gazprom, as 
the customer, is required to provide those,” 
it said. Siemens’s statement came a day 
after German Foreign Affairs Minister 
Annalena Baerbock told RFE/RL that the 
European Union won’t give in to Moscow’s 
energy “blackmailing.” She said Germany 
and the EU see Russia’s tactic as another 
attempt to divide the EU but that it will fail. 
“We want to get independent 100 percent – 
independence from fossil energy from 
Russia as fast as we can,” she said. Mr. 
Zelenskyy on July 25 urged Europe to retal-
iate against Russia’s “gas war” by boosting 
its sanctions against Moscow. (RFE/RL, 
with reporting by AFP)

Turkey opens grain coordination center

Turkish officials have opened a joint 
coordination center for Ukrainian grain 
exports and expects shipments to begin in 
the coming days as Kyiv said work had 
resumed at three Black Sea ports designat-
ed under a recent United Nations-brokered 
deal with Russia for the flow of grain that 
has been blocked by Moscow’s invasion. 

The main duty for the center, opened on July 
27, involves monitoring the safe passage of 
Ukrainian grain ships along established 
routes and overseeing their inspection for 
banned weapons on the way into and out of 
the Black Sea. Using its strong relations with 
both Ukraine and Russia, Ankara helped put 
the deal together and has assumed a leading 
role in ensuring its execution. “The staff 
working at this center are aware that the 
eyes of the world are upon them,” Turkish 
Defense Minister Hulusi Akar told reporters 
at the opening of the center. “It is our hope 
that the center will make greatest contribu-
tion possible to humanitarian needs and 
peace.” With Turkey ready to monitor the 
process, the Ukrainian Navy said in a state-
ment that work has resumed in the Black 
Sea ports of Odesa, Chernomorsk and 
Pivdenniy. Officials in Kyiv said earlier this 
week that they hope grain shipments can 
resume within the next few days. Russia and 
Ukraine are two of the world’s largest 
exporters of agricultural products and 
Moscow’s invasion of Ukraine, which halted 
grain and fertilizer shipments, has put the 
world on the brink of a major food crisis. 
(RFE/RL, with reporting by Anadolu and 
Reuters)

Rada approves a new prosecutor general

Ukraine’s parliament has approved a 
proposal by President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy to appoint Andriy Kostin as 
prosecutor general after the dismissal of 
Iryna Venediktova from the post last week, 
a move that put a spotlight on Kyiv’s battle 
to purge its powerful security agencies of 
collaborators and Russian agents after 
Moscow launched a war against Ukraine on 

February 24. According to the legislative in 
a post on Telegram, a total of 299 deputies 
in the 450-seat Verkhovna Rada voted in 
favor of the move to install Mr. Kostin, a 
member of Mr. Zelenskyy’s Servant of the 
People party. Mr. Zelenskyy fired Ms. 
Venediktova, along with Ivan Bakanov, 
head of the Security Service of Ukraine 
(SBU) and a lifelong friend. He said 651 
cases had been opened into suspected trea-
son and collaboration by prosecutors and 
law enforcement officials, and that more 
than 60 people from Mr. Bakanov’s and Ms. 
Venediktova’s agencies were now working 
against Kyiv in Russian-occupied Ukraine. 
Mr. Zelenskyy subsequently sacked the 
deputy head of the SBU and four regional 
SBU heads, while Ukraine’s State Bureau of 
Investigations said the former chief of the 
SBU’s directorate for Crimea, Oleh Kulinich, 
had been placed in pretrial detention on a 
charge of high treason. He will remain in 
custody at least until September 13. Mr. 
Kulinich, who led the SBU’s directorate for 
Ukraine’s Russia-annexed Crimea from 
October 2020 until March this year, was 
arrested on July 16 on suspicion of collabo-
ration with Russian secret services. He 
faces up to 15 years in prison if convicted. 
Ms. Venediktova is expected to remain a 
part of Mr. Zelenskyy’s team, possibly in a 
diplomatic position, according to some 
senior lawmakers with the Servant of the 
People party. (RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service)

Britain, E.U. extend sanctions

Britain and the European Union have 
extended sanctions on Russia in response 
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onto large Panamax-type vessels. Then, 
Ukrainian agricultural products are trans-
ported all over the world (Nikvesti.com, 
July 13).

According to Ukraine’s Ministry of 
Infrastructure, the Bystre Canal will pro-
vide an opportunity to increase the volume 
of grain transportation by 500,000 tons per 
month. Taking into account this logistics 
route and other rail and road passages, the 
total volume of Ukraine`s grain export will 
be at only about 3 million tons per month. 
But the total grain exports needed stands at 
about 8 million tons per month, which, 
before the full-scale Russian military inva-
sion and naval blockade, was 80-percent 
covered by Ukrainian seaports (Mtu.gov.ua, 
July 12). For example, one Panamax took 
30,000-50,000 tons of Ukrainian grain for 
one port call in the Odesa region before the 
war started (Bbc.com/ukrainian, July 12). 
Therefore, currently, Ukraine`s grain export 
gap stands at about 5 million tons per 
month.

A number of possibilities have been pre-
sented to increase the share of grain 
exports in the river-to-sea direction. One is 
deepening the Bystre estuary. The 
Ukrainian Sea Ports Authority has already 
announced its intention to begin such 
work. According to an assessment by 
Mykola Gorbachev, president of the 
Ukrainian Grain Association, this will 
increase the load of grain from 1,500 to 
5,000 tons per vessel (Agravery.com, July 
18). Further increase of grain transship-
ment capacity is possible but at the 
expense of quality indicators – including 
canals’ administration, handling and set-
ting up of vessels, competent cargo trans-
portation and combating route congestion 
(Ports.ua, July 21). It should be recalled 
that, in November 2010, 19 vessels were 
recorded passing through the Bystre Canal 
each day (Dumskaya.net, November 25, 
2010). That is, the Bystre Canal has the 
potential of increasing its capacity to more 

than four vessels passing through per day. 
However, this is not a simple issue. 
Although, with the liberation of Snake 
Island, the immediate threat of Russian 
strikes at the Danube’s mouth has 
decreased, the potential remains – as dem-
onstrated by recent Russian strikes on 
Ukrainian ports, even following signed 
agreements meant to protect grain ship-
ments through these ports (Meduza, July 
18; Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, July 
23). In these conditions, the safety of grain 
vessels remains a top priority (Armyin-
form.com.ua, July 12, Mil.in.ua, July 15).

Generally, it seems a “mosquito” 
approach in a contested environment, 
when small dispersed assets have advan-
tages over larger ones in their concentrated 
use, could be effective. Such a tactic in 
Ukrainian grain transportation along multi-
ple river-sea routes definitely presents 
promising opportunities, as evidenced by 
the growing demand for use of the Bystre. 
In fact, the Ukrainian Sea Ports Authority  
has a backlog of applications for passage 
through this canal and is having trouble 
keeping up with the growing demand 
(Ukrvantage.com, July 15).

Overall, the transshipment volume of 
Ukraine`s Danube ports is increasing. For 
example, the port terminal of Ukrainian 
company Kranship, whose warehouse 
barges were the first to export grain 
through the Bystre after operation through 
the canal was restored, is already operating 
at 150 percent capacity, and the company 
has plans to increase operating capacity to 
200 percent (Ports.ua, July 21). Undoub-
tedly, considering that Ukraine’s share of 
world markets before the war was more 
than 10 percent for grain, 15 to 20 percent 
for barley and more than 50 percent for 
sunflower oil, opening and intensifying use 
of the Danube routes is critical in actively 
improving, and protecting, future global 
food security (Ports.ua, June 21).

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)
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to Moscow’s invasion of Ukraine. The U.K. 
Foreign Affairs Office said on its website on 
July 26 that the sanctions, which included 
travel bans and asset freezes, were 
imposed on 42 new people and entities, 
including several governors of Russian 
regions and the Kremlin-installed prime 
minister of the separatist-controlled 
Donetsk region of Ukraine, Vitaly 
Khotsenko. The EU, meanwhile, approved 
the extension of its sanctions for another 
six months until January 31, the European 
Council said in a statement. The U.K. said its 
list also includes Vladislav Kuznetsov, the 

Moscow-imposed first deputy chairman of 
the Luhansk region in eastern Ukraine, 
which is held by Russia-backed separatists. 
“We will not keep quiet and watch Kremlin-
appointed state actors suppress the people 
of Ukraine or the freedoms of their own 
people,” Foreign Affairs Secretary Liz Truss 
said in a statement. “We will continue to 
impose harsh sanctions on those who are 
trying to legitimize [Russian President 
Vladimir] Putin’s illegal invasion until 
Ukraine prevails.” Since Moscow launched 
its invasion of Ukraine on February 24, 
Britain has sanctioned more than 1,100 
people and over 100 businesses. The EU 
has introduced six rounds of sanctions on 
Russia in coordination with its Western 
partners. (RFE/RL)

(Continued from page 10)
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are offered a monthly income of up to 
300,000 rubles along with various benefits 
(Business-gazeta.ru, June 23; Vlad.mk.ru, 
July 9).

Abbas Gallyamov, a former speechwriter 
for Russian President Vladimir Putin and 
now an opposition political scientist, 
believes that this process is an attempt by 
Russian authorities to arouse mass complic-
ity in the Kremlin’s politics among citizens: 
“Now the inhabitants of many regions, espe-
cially national republics, think that what is 
happening in Ukraine is someone else’s war. 
The conditional Bashkir perceives it as a 
war of Russians against Ukrainians. At best, 
he takes a neutral position on this matter 
and maybe even sympathizes with the 
Ukrainians.” But the Putin regime has 
already started actual mobilization at the 
regional level. And Mr. Gallya mov expresses 
fears that “the strengthening of regional, 
especially ethnic identity in the context of a 
general increase in protest moods, will inev-
itably lead to an increase in separatist senti-
ments” (Verstka.media, June 22).

But observing the creation of regional 
battalions in Karelia, where the population 
of indigenous Finno-Ugric people is quite 
small, as well as in other Russian oblasts 
and krais, regional authorities obviously do 
not seek to build these units precisely along 
ethnic lines. A recent slip by the Karelian 
military commissar is extremely revealing: 
“The formation of volunteer battalions is 
necessary for Russia to get away from gen-
eral [official] mobilization” (Stolicaonego.
ru, June 27).

In Nizhny Novgorod, a volunteer tank 
battalion was named after 17th-century 
hero Kuzma Minin – regional authorities 
openly play on the local historical mytholo-
gy of the “people’s militia” (Topcor.ru, July 
7). This may seem to be true regionalism, 
formally based on historical regional sym-
bols, but it is actually a façade that serves 
the interests of the Kremlin empire. 
Moscow has long propagated such a “turn-
ing inside out” of regions with the principle 
of federation, which in Russia has come to 
mean not a high level of regional self-gov-
ernment but an instrument of external 
expansion and the creation of pseudo-inde-
pendent formations in the post-Soviet 
space, such as the Donetsk and Luhansk 
“people’s republics” (Region.expert, 
February 8).

It is possible that by creating “volunteer 
battalions” the Kremlin seeks to retain con-
trol over these pseudo-state formations at 
all costs – in conditions when the Ukrainian 
army is beginning to strengthen, receiving 
weapons under lend-lease from Western 
allies. Private military companies (PMCs), 
not only regional battalions, are also 
becoming active in Ukraine. These PMCs 
are recruiting mercenaries for the war, 
despite the fact that mercenarism is offi-
cially prohibited in Russia (66.ru, July 15). 
Recently, Putin even increased the criminal 
liability for mercenary action, but the gov-
ernment pretends that these PMCs have 
nothing to do with the state. These state-
ments’ lies are clearly shown by the fact 
that the well-known Wagner PMC is 
recruiting Russian prisoners for the war in 
Ukraine, which no “non-state” company 
could do (Istories.media, July 4).

In reality, the process of turning Russian 
regional inhabitants into cannon fodder for 
the Kremlin is already underway (see 
Eurasia Daily Monitor, April 20). Hastily 
recruited “volunteers” cannot be an effec-
tive military force; they are attracted only 
by propaganda and by pay that significantly 
exceeds the average salary in their regions. 
It is enormously significant that volunteer 
battalions are not being created in Moscow, 
though it is the largest region of the 
Russian Federation in terms of population. 
Moscow reserves its status as the creator 
and distributor of aggressive imperial pro-
paganda throughout the country, but the 
Russian elite living there have no desire to 
fight. Even so, Putin’s fixed idea of   conquer-
ing Ukraine requires increasing sacrifices. 
And perhaps the price for regional inhabit-
ants will still exceed compensation for the 
dead, which has been promised to volun-
teers’ families.

Commenting on this actual mobilization, 
Jamestown Foundation analyst Paul Goble 
draws a fundamental conclusion about the 
prospect of events: “Whichever happens, it 
will be a turning point not only for the war in 
Ukraine but also for the Russian Federation 
itself” (see EDM, July 14). As has already 
happened in Russian history, it was common 
for the empire to consider itself “eternal,” but 
the people, once mobilized, eventually 
returned and overthrew the national gov-
ernment that had deceived them.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)
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implementation of the new rule, Mr. 
Kremin said.

Parts of the law regulate the use of the 
Ukrainian language on the internet and in 
computer program interfaces.

“The vast majority of fields are obliged 
to use Ukrainian. In particular, the state 
language is mandatory in advertising, med-
icine, transport, office management, docu-
ment management, reporting, education 
and science, technical and project docu-
mentation, service, culture, etc.,” Mr. 
Kremin said.

The commissioner said that, according to 
the law, every official or state employee who 
reports on the news, provides official mili-
tary operational information or describes 
the situation at the frontline of the ongoing 
war must use the state language.

“We have determined that 25 officials 
violate the language law when they report 
such information. I ask the media to trans-
late such speeches to make the information 
more accessible. It is not forbidden to use a 
non-Ukrainian language at meetings with 
foreign partners. However, if such informa-
tion is covered in the media, it should be 
exclusively in the state language,” Mr. 
Kremin said at a press briefing at the 
Ukraine Media Center on July 15.

Mr. Kremin pointed out that one of the 
new regulations applies to all of the informa-
tion on technological devices and equipment 
used in various household appliances. He 
said that most manufacturers have switched 
to using the Ukrainian language, so the new 
rule should not cause them problems.

According to the law, any product on 
which a computer program is installed – a 
car or a washing machine, for example – 
must use the Ukrainian language. The 
product must have a Ukrainian-language 
interface, whether it is an electronic screen 
or a control panel.

This includes all displayed information 
that a user directly interacts with when 
using a computer program. With interfaces 
that include multiple languages, the 
Ukrainian-language interface should have 
no less information than the foreign-lan-
guage versions. All online resources must 
have versions in Ukrainian.

The regulation applies to all state author-
ities, local government bodies, enterprises, 
institutions, state organizations and com-
munal forms of ownership, mass media reg-
istered in Ukraine, as well as business enti-
ties selling goods and services in Ukraine 
and registered in the country.

The law also applies to social media, 
including YouTube, Viber, Telegram chan-
nels, information bots, mobile applications, 
etc.

“Since the beginning of my work as the 
commissioner, we have been closely moni-
toring compliance by state bodies, local self-
governments, legal entities of the state and 
communal forms of ownership concerning 
the use of the state language on the Internet. 
We carry out regular monitoring and 
reviews, state control and record and 
demand the elimination of violations. We are 
making great progress,” Mr. Kremin said.

Ukrainian businesses had three years 
since adoption of the language law to pre-
pare and comply with the new rules.

Mr. Kremin believes that most manufac-
turers, importers and sellers have prepared 
well. Almost all trade networks, online 
stores and social networking platforms 
have created versions of their products in 
Ukrainian.

But making the required changes have 
been difficult for some.

“We are aware of individual cases when, 
for example, car manufacturers had diffi-
culties installing a Ukrainian-language 

interface on models that were developed 
and launched into global production more 
than three years ago. But this is rather an 
exception,” Mr. Kremin said.

However, the Commissioner’s office con-
tinues to record violations from some 
entrepreneurs. In 2021, 1,044 reports were 
received regarding the lack of a Ukrainian 
version of online store sites and websites 
that provide consumer services. In the first 
half of 2022, there were 138 appeals.

“It is obvious that with the entry into 
force of the new norms, the number of 
recorded violations may increase. 
Undoubtedly, the situation will improve dur-
ing the first few months – both preventive 
measures and new administrative sanctions 
will contribute to this,” Mr Kremin said.

The Commissioner for the Protection of 
the State Language will be able to impose 
fines on those who violate the new law.

“Unfortunately, there aren’t as many rep-
resentatives of the Commissioner in the 
regions as we recommended, but they will 
be able to draw up administrative proto-
cols, and then I will consider them and 
issue resolutions in the form of warnings 
or fines,” Mr. Kremin said.

The fine will be from 3,400-8,500 ($92-
$230) hryvnia for the first violation, while 
repeat offenders may be fined 8,500-
11,900 ($230-$322) hryvnia.

From July 16 to July 25, during the first 
10 days of the new requirements of the law, 
the Commissioner’s secretariat received a 
record 502 citizen reports of violations of 
the language law.

“However, the prosecution procedure is 
not simple. We cannot issue fines like traf-
fic inspectors who can issue a fine immedi-
ately after committing an offense,” said 
Serhiy Syrotenko, deputy head of the 
Secretariat of the Commissioner for the 
Protection of the State Language.

“In our case, the procedure will last at 
least a month from the detection of the 
offense. In addition, drawing up the protocol 
provides the mandatory obtaining explana-
tions from the violator. This stage of drafting 
the protocol is complicated. Therefore, the 
first fines can be expected no earlier than 
mid-August,” Mr. Syrotenko said.

The Commissioner’s office emphasized 
that a preliminary analysis of Ukraine’s 
most visited internet sites, including infor-
mational ones subject to the new require-
ments, proved that the law is working as 
those sites were in Ukrainian.

At the same time, citizens’ complaints 
about violations are an essential source of 
information about the state of compliance 
with the law. A preliminary analysis of the 
messages received during the first 10 days 
that the law was being enforced showed 
that many Ukrainians are aware of the law.

The process of ensuring Ukrainian is 
given more priority in the country, which 
has gained speed since the beginning of 
Russia launched a full-scale war on Ukraine 
on February 24, requires constant help 
from the public.

“We are cleaning up the cultural and 
informational space and getting rid of the 
remnants of the imperial past, filling it with 
Ukrainian content,” said Mr. Kremin.

Notably, Ukraine’s train company 
Ukrzaliznytsia deleted the Russian-
language version of its website and now 
plans to eliminate information written in 
Russian on train tickets.

More elements of the language law have 
yet to be implemented, according to Mr. 
Syrotenko.

By 2030, all citizens of Ukraine must 
take their national examinations used for 
entry into the country’s universities in 
Ukrainian. Today, some 97-98 percent of 
higher education students take their final 
exams in Ukrainian, but they do have an 
opportunity to take their exams in other 
languages.

(Continued from page 1)

Kyiv implements...

Who today should right these historic 
wrongs? Can someone in our time really 
apologize for the bigots of yesterday? And 
why are even heartfelt expressions of contri-
tion often dismissed as insufficient? Do the 
descendants of the Ukrainians whose 

remains still lie in unmarked graves in the 
boreal forest of Quebec’s Abitibi region 
deserve financial compensation? Long ago I 
asked a survivor of the internment opera-
tions that very question. After all, Mary 
Manko’s sister, Nellie, died at Spirit Lake. She 
said that any redress campaign should be 
“about memory, not money.” I welcomed her 
prescription then, and still do. Profiting from 
the past pain of others is just plain wrong.

(Continued from page 7)

Profiting...



No. 31THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, JULY 31, 202212

Exhibit ‘Women at War’ highlights contemporary women artists working in Ukraine
by Andrew Horodysky

NEW YORK – The Fridman Gallery on 
Manhattan’s Lower East Side opened the 
group exhibition “Women at War” on July 6. 
The exhibit, which features a selection of 
works by contemporary women artists 
based in Ukraine, provides context for the 
current war as represented in art across 
media.

Several works in the exhibition were 
made after February 24, when Russia 
launched its full-scale war on Ukraine, 
while others were made after 2014, when 
Russia first illegally annexed Ukraine’s 
Crimean Peninsula and occupied portions 
of the Donetsk and Luhansk regions of the 
country. Some of the participating artists 
have remained on their native soil, working 
from their respective permanent home 
addresses. Others have moved to safer 
areas within Ukraine, while others have 
been living as refugees on foreign soil.

The installation will be open until 
August 26.

Organized and curated by Monika 
Fabijanska in collaboration with Voloshyn 
Gallery in Kyiv, the exhibition compellingly 
addresses the uncomfortable position of a 
curatorial gesture expected to be more than 
a simple aggregation of art and illusion – it 
produces absorbed knowledge and gainful 
meaning about the world. Yet, the combina-
tion of the words “curating” and “war” in 
the same line may strike some as unexpect-
ed: curating, whether in its musicological or 
wider cultural sense, invokes an activity 
that satisfies the problems consuming its 
forms, while, on the contrary, war degrades, 
humiliates and dehumanizes.

At the same time, war can never be dis-
sociated from the meanings, affects and 
narratives individuals consume about vio-
lent conflict in their daily consumption of 
news. One can then argue that anyone 
wishing to question and oppose the physi-
cal and moral horror of war would neces-
sarily need to address “curating” in its 
broader sense.

Ms. Fabijanska’s project calls upon pre-
cisely this questioning: Who is an authority 
on a war, able to truly experience it, repre-
sent it and influence public discourse about 
it? In short, how and by whom is war and 
its knowledge “curated”? To ask this ques-
tion means to look at the tension between 
war as the ultimate dehumanizing and 
traumatizing condition and an obligation to 
produce knowledge for the horrific experi-
ences of those personally involved – to 
include creation and production – in this 
condition in the hope that public opinion 
will oppose or prevent future wars.

The exhibition provides a platform for 

female narrators of history and examines 
the perception of war as gendered. Women 
are generally absent from the historical 
accounts of war, Ms. Fabijanska said. Media 
images reinforce the perception of a gen-
der divide. But is war indeed gendered? 
Women comprise about 25 percent of 
Ukrainian armed forces. Russian soldiers 
rape Ukrainian civilians of all genders, 
including adult men. Artists in this exhibi-
tion struggle with the notion of victimhood 
and pose the question in what way women 
have agency during war.

This exhibition also serves as a gateway 
to Ukrainian and other Eastern European 
feminisms that are significantly different 
from the Western mold. “Women at War” 
contributes to the important conversation 
about how national identity is tied to the 
perception of women’s role in society.

There are parallels between the fight for 
Ukraine’s independence and the fight of 
Ukrainian women for equality. They stem 
from the paradoxes of the Soviet Union, 
where early modernist, anti-nationalist and 
feminist promises remained but a fig leaf of 
propaganda in the brutal and misogynistic 
patriarchal empire it became.

The exhibit is important as it provides a 
platform for women’s unique voices. Their 
experiences in, of and with the world are 
different then men’s experiences and their 
artworks spring out of a woman’s place 
and space.

Seeing “Women at War” for the first time 
is like looking into a partially demolished 
building with remnants and debris of its 
occupants’ lives; the initial experience is 
that of surprise, disorientation, and, of 
course, curiosity. It’s the anomaly of an inti-
macy aggressively exposed. The viewer 
senses a very particular engagement in the 
intensely personal imagery, which is mostly 
linked to events in these artists’ lives, 
broader social issues, war and in the lay-
ered, complex surfaces and material 
approaches. The content is generally auto-
biographical, and forms look as though they 
improvised their way into existence, rather 
than emerging from premeditated fore-
thought – a beguiling, if somewhat decep-
tive hallmark of this women’s collective.

These artworks are not quiet nor are 
they secret. Like visual diaries, they expose 
the artists’ anxiety, passion, pain, rage, sex-
uality and sorrow. They interweave their 
most intimate feelings, thoughts, and life 
experiences to create profoundly affecting 
pictures that explore society and circum-
stance.

In the gallery’s lower-level black box 
space, Dana Kavelina’s experimental film-
poem “Letter to a Turtledove” (2020) com-
prises archival footage depicting the 

Donbas region from the peak of Stalinist 
industrialization in the 1930s through the 
1990s. The work includes amateur footage 
shot during the war, and animated and 
staged film segments. Its heroine, Maria 
Kateryna, represents the centuries-long 
conflation of women with earth, land and 
nation, and women’s experiences during 
the last eight years of war in the Donbas.

A stream-of-consciousness poem by Ms. 
Kavelina, breathlessly recited off-screen, 
seeks to draw on woman’s victimhood – 
the loss of personhood through repeated 
rapes that drove women past the limit of 
humanness and to want death.

“Letter to a Turtledove” invites individu-
als, in the artist’s words, “to think of a vic-
tim as a certain subjective agency who is 
not involved in the reproduction of vio-
lence, yet absorbs it. This is her strength.”

Of note, Ms. Kavelina, who was born in 
1995 in Melitopol, Ukraine, uses archival 
footage to protest the decommunization 
policy of the Ukrainian government, “the 
distortion of the past and the dehumaniza-
tion of an entire region of the country,” she 
said.

Lesia Khomenko, who was born in 1980 
in Kyiv, deconstructs traditional history 
painting – comparing history and myth, 
exposing visual manipulation – and pro-
vocatively asks, “If there are still wars in 
this world, why can’t there still be paint-
ing?”

She subverts the Soviet war painting tra-
dition, abstracting social realist paintings, 
and paints conceptual series of anonymous 
Ukrainian soldiers. Prominently visible 
from the gallery entrance, “Max in the 
Army” (2022) is more personal – this large, 
full-figure portrait of Ms. Khomenko’s part-
ner, an artist himself, joined a territorial 
defense unit in Ukraine. The gray-browns, 
greens and blues are the colors of Soviet 
war paintings, but also the colors of early 
spring in Kyiv.

“Lviv Diary” (2022), is an ongoing series 
of expressionist drawings of the horrors of 
war executed loosely by hand and pub-
lished on Instagram by Kyiv-based Vlada 
Ralko, who was born in 1969 in Kyiv. This 
project follows Ms. Ralko’s renowned “Kyiv 
Diary” (2013-2015), a daily notation of the 
Euro-Maidan, the annexation of the 
Crimean Peninsula, and the outbreak of 
war in the Donbas.

While the painterly “Kyiv Diary,” with its 
vivid colors against deep black back-
grounds, was realistic and narrative, the 
recent “Lviv Diary” is bleak: with its reduc-
tive color palette of blacks, greys, browns, 
fleshy pinks and the red of blood are 
sketched against the blank emptiness of 
death. These are horrific images of total 
human destruction rather than of fighting, 
which, with its action, bodily violation, 
gruesome disfiguration and dismember-

ment, still pointedly belong within life’s 
orbit, a living breathing nightmare, howev-
er gruesome.

A somewhat perplexing – at least at first 
glance – inclusion is a linocut of poet, liter-
ary critic and humans rights activist Ivan 
Svitlychny (1929-1992) from 1963 by Alla 
Horska (1929-1970), on loan from The 
Ukrainian Museum in New York.

Both artist and subject boldy fought to 
preserve Ukraine’s culture and language 
under the communist regime in the 1960s. 
Taken as part of a whole patient look, the 
work places this exhibition within the con-
text of Ukrainian activist and feminist lega-
cy. Post-war Ukrainian art is often divided 
into the official and underground, the 
socialist and nonconformist. Yet, except for 
art that was never shown publicly, they 
sometimes intertwined, perhaps most visi-
bly in Ms. Horska’s art. Her activities paved 
the way for today’s Ukrainian culture and 
independence and also for artists who try 
to reconcile the legacy of socialism with 
national culture. 

Ukrainian art of the 2010s and beyond 
largely focuses on the discussion of wheth-
er Ukrainian identity should draw directly 
upon the short period of pre-Soviet inde-
pendence or include the legacy of the 
Ukrainian SSR. This, in the country bur-
dened with its colonial past, the unimagi-
nable wounds of the 20th century 
(Holodomor, two world wars and the 
Holocaust), and the reality of a crisis, led to 
a national fixation on history. A young gen-
eration of artists began to focus their atten-
tion on historiography. Soviet painting, 
especially the interpretations of World War 
II, came into the focus of many artists. 
Others organized themselves around the 
critique of decommunization, the destruc-
tion of Soviet monuments and mosaics in 
the Donbas spearheaded by the post-Euro-
Maidan government.

These works begin as portraits, land-
scapes, primitive sketches, written words 
and slowly, with the viewer’s patience, 
develop into a language that is personal 
and strong. Are these female images? If the 
artist is female and she has been exposed 
to the frustrations and pains of being a girl 
and woman in an unbalanced, uncertain 
and fragile society, then she also knows the 
fulfillment a woman can have and know 
through commitment and struggle. Then, 
yes, the imagery would be unique and 
indeed female. These quests of these artists 
transcends egotism; rather, it is their way 
of understanding the essence of what it 
means to be human and for sharing their 
experiences and insights with others. They 
are intent on showing women to be sexual, 
heroic, social, political and creative beings, 
as the primary subjects of their art.

The exhibit “Women at War” is currently on view at the Fridman Gallery in 
Manhattan’s Lower East Side until August 26.

Courtesy of the Fridman Gallery

Dana Kavalina’s “Letter to a Turtledove” is an experimental film-poem that compris-
es archival footage depicting the Donbas region from the peak of Stalinist industrial-

ization in the 1930s through the 1990s.

Courtesy of Dana Kavalina

(Continued on page 15)
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The Court of Arbitration for Sport (CAS) 
rejected appeals by Russia’s national soccer 
federation and four clubs on July 15. Russia 
is still barred from the UEFA Champions 
League and other international soccer com-
petitions. CAS upheld decisions made by 
FIFA and UEFA which excluded Russian 
national teams and clubs following Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine. Their ruling added that 
UEFA and FIFA did not exceed their author-
ity while reacting to “unforeseen and 
unprecedented circumstances.”

CAS stated that “the need for the secure 
and orderly conduct of football events for 
the rest of the world” offset the unfortunate 
adverse effect the decisions are having on 
Russian football. Russia was excluded this 
year from men’s World Cup qualifying, the 
Women’s European Championship, and its 
clubs were withdrawn from European com-
petitions.

This latest ruling by CAS leaves national 
champion Zenit St. Petersburg out of the 
UEFA Champions League group stage and 
Sochi out of the Champions League third 
qualifying round draw.

Russia’s soccer federation expressed 
strong disagreement with the CAS decision 
and vowed to protect their interests. Next 
steps could be a demand for compensation 
or a new appeal to the Swiss Supreme 
Court. The Swiss Federal Tribunal rarely 
overturns CAS rulings.

Benefitting from the decision is 
Ukrainian club Shakhtar Donetsk, which 
retains a place in the Champions League 
group stage as the club from the country 

with the next highest placement in the 
standings.

“Sport in Russia and football in particular 
serves as a major tool of state propaganda, 
furthering Russia’s policies of death and 
destruction,” Shakhtar CEO Sergei Palkin 
said in a statement to the Associated Press 
on July 15. “And we thank the court for 
echoing the organizations from different 
sectors around the world in excluding and 
isolating Russia from any ‘normal existence’ 
until it ends the war on Ukraine and relin-
quishes all occupied Ukrainian territories.”

After Russia invaded Ukraine on 
February 24, Poland, Sweden and the Czech 
Republic all promised to boycott World Cup 
qualifying playoff games against Russia 
scheduled in March. UEFA and FIFA were 
left to decide whether to exclude Russia or 
allow Russia to qualify by default.

The Russian men’s team has been dis-
qualified from the Nations League, bringing 
automatic relegation. The next competition 
is in March 2023, which acts as qualifica-
tion for the 2024 European Championship. 
Russia’s women’s team was replaced by 
Portugal this July at the European 
Championship in England and has been 
removed from qualifying for next year’s 
Women’s World Cup. Russia remains 
barred from various junior and age-group 
competitions.

Ukrainian skiers find normalcy in Utah

Forty-five athletes competed for Ukraine 
at the 2022 Winter Olympics in Beijing 
with freestyle skier Oleksandr Abramen-

ko’s silver in men’s aerials their only medal. 
On February 20, flagbearer Olena Bilosiuk 
led the Ukrainian athletes at the Games’ 
closing ceremonies. Four days later, their 
lives forever changed when Russia 
launched an invasion of Ukraine.

Ukrainian coach Stanislav Kravchuk 
could not eat any food the first four days 
after the Russian invasion, as he was in 
total disbelief of what was happening in his 
country. The missiles, tanks, bombings all 
left him in complete shock.

Five months later, 18 Ukrainian freestyle 
skiers, 13 of their family members and four 
coaches, Kravchuk included, are residing 
comfortably at the Utah Olympic Park. The 
initiative is part of a larger Utah Olympic 
Legacy Foundation project which included 
nine Ukrainian curlers and a coach training 

at the Utah Olympic Oval and the Weber 
County Ice Sheet while living at the 
University of Utah. The freestyle skiing 
group arrived in June and is scheduled to 
stay through August.

Kravchuk has difficulty explaining the 
trip to Utah – he cannot describe it as a 
vacation, but calls says that it feels like 
being in a different world. He compares it 
to a normal life, similar to life in Ukraine 
before February 24. It is a rest, not physi-
cally, but mentally.

Ukrainian freestyle skiers have been 
training on the same water ramps at Utah 
Olympic Park that the U.S. team uses. From 
afar, it seems like a normal offseason train-
ing session.

Ukrainian youth soccer club FC Minaj took part in the Target U.S.A. Cup tourna-
ment on July 8-16 in Blaine, Minn.

National Sports Center Foundation

Russia’s appeal of FIFA, UEFA bans rejected

(Continued on page 14)

Ukraine finishes second in gold medals, third overall at 2022 World Games
by Ihor N. Stelmach

Heading into this year’s World Games, 
Las Vegas odds makers did not have 
Ukraine listed as a top-five favorite among 
the countries competing. Handicappers 
examined all of the obstacles created by the 
ongoing war with Russia: Ukrainian ath-
letes have been scattered all over Europe; 
those athletes have had a lack of consistent 
coaching and inadequate training facilities; 
they have had a lack of proper training 
equipment and adequate supplies (apparel, 
shoes, nutritious foods), to say nothing of 
severe mental anguish and stress over fam-
ily and friends’ day-to-day existence in 
their war-torn land.

What the odds makers did not factor 
into their equation was the determination 
and resilience of Ukrainian athletes. Team 
Ukraine proceeded to once again shock the 
world with their supreme performance in 
Birmingham, Ala., placing second in gold 

medal victories with 16, and finishing third 
in the overall rankings with 45 total med-
als. Ukraine’s amazing results were 
achieved despite not fielding a full team. 
One hundred forty-one Ukrainian athletes 
were registered to compete, but only 91 of 
those made it to Birmingham, Ala.

Ukrainian gold medalists and their 
sports included the following: Anzhelina 
Terliuga (women’s 55 kg karate), Anita 
Serogina (women’s 61 kg karate), Bohdan 
Kolmakov (speed parkour), Sofiia Hrechko 
(women’s 200 meters swimming), 
Volodymyr Rysyiev (heavyweight power-
lifting), Oleksii Bychkov (super powerlift-
ing), Vazka Daiauri  (middleweight sumo), 
Svitlana Yaromka (women’s heavyweight 
sumo), Ivanna Berezovska (women’s open 
weight sumo), Viktoriia Kozlovska/Taisiia 
Marchenko (women’s aerobatic gymnastics 
pairs), Bohdan Pohranychnyi/Danylo 
Stetsiuk (aerobatic gymnastics pairs), 
Bohdan Mochulskyi (62 kg fighting ju-jit-

su), Danylo Filchenko (waterski and wake-
board jump), Igor Liubchenko (63.5 kg 
muay-thai), Anastasiia Kulinich (women’s 
48 kg muay-thai) and Oleh Pryimachov 
(91kg muay-thai).

World Games donates $54,000

For Ukrainians competing at this sum-
mer’s international multi-sport event in 
Birmingham, Ala., the competition was 
extra special. On July 17 it was announced 
that the World Games contributed $54,000 
to the Olympic Solidarity Fund, which was 
established to support Ukraine’s Olympic 
community.

Since spring, more than $2 million has 
been received in donations to this fund, 
according to an April report from 
insidethegames.biz.

At the presentation ceremony held dur-
ing the 2022 World Games, Sergei Bubka, 
president of the National Olympic 
Committee of Ukraine, expressed his grati-
tude for the “support for Ukrainian people 
in this very difficult time. This war really 
changed our lives. But we are very proud 
for our athletes, because you see how they 
perform. And you support them very 
strongly. You welcome them to these 
games. We are strong people. We are a very 
strong nation. And this contribution, it’s 
really, really important. When we are unit-
ed, we are strong, and we will be success-
ful. It’s a tough time for Ukraine and we will 
never forget your support. Thank you very 
much, from the bottom of my heart.”

Anastasiia Kulinich (center) celebrates her gold medal win in women’s 48 kg muay-
thai martial arts at the World Games on July 7-17 in Birmingham, Ala.

twg2022.com

Danylo Filchenko (center) pumps his fist to celebrate his gold medal in waterski and 
wakeboard at the World Games in Birmingham, Ala.

twg2022.com

(Continued on page 15)
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For a youngster in North America aspir-
ing to a professional hockey career, there are 
two four-year plans: in Canada it is a major 
junior program, while in the United States it 
is college hockey. The Canadian Hockey 
League is comprised of three major junior 
leagues: the Ontario Hockey Leaguem 
(OHL), the Quebec Major Junior Hockey 
League (QMJHL) and the Western Hockey 
League (WHL). Periodically, this correspon-
dent takes a peek at young Ukrainians in the 
junior ranks in order to gauge their possible 
future influx into the professional ranks. 
Combing through the 2021-2022 rosters of 
the WHL, it was astounding to find some 38 
players of Ukrainian descent.

The league’s Victoria Royals led the way 
with four Ukrainians, followed by five teams 
each boasting three Ukes on their roster: 
Moose Jaw, Portland, Saskatoon, Edmonton 
and Medicine Hat. A positional breakdown 
revealed 13 defensemen, 10 centers, six 
right wingers, five left wingers and four 
goaltenders. There were six Ukrainians 
playing out their junior careers having 
already been drafted into the National 
Hockey League (NHL): Ryder Korczak (N.Y. 
Rangers), Cross Hanas (Detroit Red Wings), 
Tyson Kozak (Buffalo Sabres), Luke Prokop 
(Nashville Predators), Talyn Boyko (N.Y. 
Rangers) and Zach Ostapchuk (Ottawa 
Senators). Hanas and Prokop were drafted 
in 2020, the remaining four were drafted in 
2021. Three of these youngsters were 
among the WHL’s top 20 scorers in the 
recently completed season: Korczak, Hanas 
and Jackson Berezowski. It was most inter-
esting that among the 38 Ukrainians in the 
Western League, five were named Carter. 
There were three sets of brothers: Cross 
and Cru Hanas, Logan and Keaton 
Dowhaniuk and the Spizawka twins, Jason 
and Ryan. There was one second generation 
Ukrainian: Dylan Sydor, son of Darryl.

Below is a by position alphabetical list-
ing of these 38 Ukrainians.

WHL Ukrainians in 2021-2022

Forwards
Berezowski, Jackson Everett
Borysiuk, Jordan Swift Current
Boyko, Noah Saskatoon

Bulych, Aiden Swift Current
Chorney, Carter Medicine Hat
Dereniwsky, Carter Victoria
Hanas, Cross Portland
Hanas, Cru Medicine Hat
Korczak, Ryder Moose Jaw  
Kozak, Tyson Portland
Lisowsky, Brandon Saskatoon
Melnyk, Rhett Tri-City
Ostapchuk, Zach Vancouver
Pasternak, Dawson Portland
Plaschewsky, Braden  Spokane
Popowich, Sam Seattle
Semeniuk, Ethan Vancouver
Shtrom, Oren Medicine Hat
Sydor, Dylan Kamloops
Uchacz, Kai Red Deer
Yatsyshin, Anton Calgary 

Defensemen
Dowhaniuk, Keaton  Prince George
Dowhaniuk, Logan Edmonton
Kowalyk, Carter Edmonton
Mateychuk, Denton  Moose Jaw
Molendyk, Tanner Saskatoon
Mynio, Sawyer Seattle
Nychuk, Chad Brandon
Prokop, Luke Edmonton
Spizawka, Jason Victoria
Spizawka, Ryan Victoria
Yakemchuk, Carter  Calgary
Zemlak, Austin Victoria
Zloty, Benjamin Winnipeg 

Goaltenders
Boyko, Talyn Kelowna
Michaluk, Cooper Spokane
Serhyenko, Carter Prince Albert
Tetachuk, Carl Moose Jaw

Kozak finds scoring touch

While scoring goals and adding assists at 
a career-best pace, Portland Winterhawks 
co-captain Kozak remains focused on what 
endeared him to the Buffalo Sabres, who 
drafted him in the seventh round of the 
2021 NHL Draft. That focus is playing a 200-
foot game and continuing to develop all 
aspects of his craft. This attitude helped him 
score a team second-best 32 goals and 69 
points, behind teammate James Stefan’s 34, 
and lead by example as a co-captain with 
Clay Hanas, spearheading his club to a tie 

for second place with Kamloops (out of 10 
teams) in the WHL’s Western Conference.

The young Ukrainian is not flashy or 
physically imposing on the ice, so it is hard 
work that has allowed him to become an 
integral part of the Winterhawks’ success in 
2021-2022. He is projected to be a legiti-
mate NHL player.

The 5-foot-11, 170-pound Kozak was 
centering the top line for a team which won 
15 out of 17 games in the month of January. 
Kozak himself enjoyed a stretch where he 
tallied 20 goals, 19 assists for 39 points in 
30 games. He scored five goals, two of them 
game-winners, over the course of the 
January 23-25 weekend.

He said that his offensive production 
came because of a combination of physical 
growth, the confidence that comes with 
experience in the league along with the 
opportunity to center the team’s top line 
and see time on the power play. In 2019-
2020, Kozak was Portland’s rookie of the 
year and his housemate was Seth Jarvis, 
who is now with the NHL’s Carolina 
Hurricanes. His brief time playing with 
Jarvis before arriving in Portland eased his 
transition to the Winterhawks and the 
WHL.

Being selected by Buffalo in the 2021 
draft was a thrill and a confidence booster 
for Kozak heading into the current season. 

The message from the Sabres was to keep 
working hard, continue being the player 
they drafted: a strong defensive center who 
can block shots and play physical hockey.

Kozak felt honored to be named a co-
captain of the Winterhawks. He learned a 
lot about leadership from Johnny Ludvig, 
Portland’s captain two seasons ago, who 
pushed his teammates every day to 
improve. Kozak’s work ethic in practice and 
his approach to the game every day sets a 
good example for his teammates – traits of 
a strong leader on and off the ice.

Cross Hanas prospect report

Heading into the 2020 NHL Entry Draft, 
Ukrainian Cross Hanas was rated the 58th 
top North American prospect. The Detroit 
Red Wings selected Hanas in the second 
round with the 55th overall pick. Here’s why.

Cross Hanas was described as one of the 
more hard-working players eligible for the 
2020 draft .  The dynamo Portland 
Winterhawks right winger is blessed with 
skill, grit and many other tools worthy of a 
future NHLer. At 6-foot-1, 175 pounds, he 
has a solid frame to build on with several 
translatable skills.

After a 22-point (eight goals) first year in 
juniors, the 2019-2020 season saw his pro-

Ukrainians abound in Western Hockey League

Cross Hanas, 20, who was drafted by the 
Detroit Red Wings, plays right wing.

Hockeydb.com

Tyson Kozak, 19, who was drafted by the 
Buffalo Sabres, plays center.

Hockeydb.com

“This is a long time to train for us, so it’s a chance to do 
different programs, especially to learn new tricks,” 
Kravchuk said in a July 16 interview with Utah’s 
ParkRecord.com. “In the water, it’s safer than on the snow. 
We have water ramps here, trampoline training, and a gym 
– all we can imagine right now.”

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine had an effect on winter 
sports athletes all around the world. International Ski and 
Snowboard Federations (FIS) events that were to be hosted 
in Russia were canceled. Ukrainian athletes missed out on 
competing due to the war, making the upcoming season 
more important. Athletes receive more FIS points for higher 
finishes, and are ranked on FIS points lists. Ukrainian ath-
letes need competitions to accrue points and get on the list.

Coaching in Utah has distracted Kravchuk from events 
going on in his homeland. These days his focus is on the 
sport that has always been an important part of his life.

Free skier Kateryna Kotsar is one of those staying at the 
Utah Olympic Park. When the war broke out, she was pre-
paring to compete in the slopestyle national champion-
ships in western Ukraine. She is from Kyiv, but stayed in the 
west as a precaution. In lieu of competing or training, she 
volunteered to help with humanitarian aid and obtaining 
documents for soldiers.

It took some time for her to adjust after arriving in Utah. 
At first, the sounds of airplanes flying overhead made her 
feel uncomfortable. She had to remind herself that she was 

very much safe in the United States.
Her training in Park City has other objectives. She is 

aware of what it would mean to her fellow Ukrainians back 
home to see athletes representing their country on the 
international stage succeed. While she is not a soldier fight-
ing in the war, it is an opportunity for her to give back to her 
nation. She knows that Ukrainians are very proud of other 
Ukrainians and any success Ukrainian athletes enjoy in 
competitions boosts the morale of Ukrainians everywhere.

Kotsar wants to return home and prays the war will end 
soon. While she is temporarily safe from Russian tanks and 
missiles, she wants others to know the fight is not yet over, 
as the war in Ukraine has entered its sixth month.

Ukrainian youth soccer players in Minnesota

More than 950 teams competed at this year’s Target 
U.S.A. Cup on July 8-16 in Blaine, Minn. Among them were 
athletes from war-torn Ukraine. Pastor Peter Wohler was 
on hand to greet the Ukrainian contingent upon arrival at 
Minneapolis-St. Paul Airport on July 7. He had invested 
much time and effort into getting the Ukrainian team to 
Blaine for the event.

Wohler has worked several decades providing outreach 
in Minneapolis as the executive director of the organization 
Source. When Russia invaded Ukraine, he felt much pain 
when watching the disaster unfold. He could not compre-
hend the huge injustice going on in today’s global world.

Knowing the U.S.A. Cup was returning to Blaine this sum-
mer, he focused his efforts on helping young Ukrainian ath-
letes. His goal was to get a team of Ukrainian youngsters to 
the U.S.A. Cup. He contacted some missionary friends in 

Europe and, through various connections and some net-
working, Wohler got in touch with Pastor Rudolf Balazhinec.

The contacts went to Switzerland, Poland and Korea. A 
person from Korea traveled to Ukraine to meet with 
Balazhinec in Uzhhorod, Ukraine, on the country’s western 
border where Balazhinec coaches the FC Minaj U16 team. 
An immediate hurdle was to obtain visas for the 23-mem-
ber team. Some of the athletes had to evacuate their homes 
and were fortunate to flee as the war started. All were wel-
comed in Uzhhorod.

Wohler and Balazhinec had weekly meetings on Zoom 
working on plans to obtain visas for the Ukrainian athletes 
and coaches. Wohler ended up visiting Ukraine, bringing 
bags of medical supplies and bulletproof vests. After 
spending some 10 days in Ukraine, Wohler left with the 
feeling he not only had friends, but was now part of a spe-
cial family.

By the end of June, Balazhinec’s team had gotten the 
necessary visas to enter the United States. A bonus 10 
Ukrainian girls from six different countries who would 
compete in the U.S.A. Cup also received visas. Some of the 
athletes were fortunate enough to have family members 
accompany them. The youngsters, aged 13 through 16, got 
10-year visas, allowing them to dream about a future in the 
United States.

Balazhinec refers to it as a miracle, an absolute blessing 
to bring about 50 people to the U.S. in wartime. The trip 
has brought them some relief from the horrors of the war 
back home. The Minnesota locals quickly welcomed the 
team as family. The athletes felt their immediate support 
and felt at home in their new surroundings.

(Continued from page 13)

Ukrainian sports...
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August 2 Blood drive, American Red Cross, Ukrainian National
Hartford, CT Home of Hartford, www.ukrainiannationalhome.org 
 or www.redcross.org

August 4 Benefit concert, “Ukraine and Ukrainians Abroad,” with
Philadelphia Iryna Bilyk, Oleh Skrypka and Assia Ahhatt, Philadelphia
 Golden Gates, https://eventcartel.com

August 14 Ukrainian Independence Day Picnic, Ukrainian American
Sunnyvale, CA Coordinating Council, Baylands Park, info@uaccusa.org

August 18 Concert for Ukraine, featuring Skai from Ukraine, Fabrika,
Philadelphia https://moloko.ticketleap.com

August 19-20 Performance, “Radio 477!” by Serhiy Zhadan, with music
Chatham, NY  by Anthony Coleman and directed by Virlana Tkacz, 
 Yara Arts Group, PS21 Open Air Pavilion Theater, 
 www.yaraartsgroup.net

August 20 Concert celebrating Ukraine’s 31st anniversary of
Chicago independence, Ukrainian Congress Committee of America,
 Chicago Navy Pier, www.uccaillinois.org

August 20-21 Ukrainian festival, Ukrainian Homestead of CEC ODWU, 
Lehighton, PA 610-377-4621 or www.ukrhomestead.com

August 24 Performance, Zapovid: Underground, to benefit displaced
Toronto persons from Ukraine, Ukrainian Canadian Congress
 (Toronto Branch), BCU Foundation, Lower Bay Subway
 Station, https://zapovid-underground.eventbrite.com

August 24 Flag raising celebrating Ukraine’s independence, Ukrainian
Chicago Congress Committee of America – Illinois Division,
 Richard J. Daley Center, www.uccaillinois.org

August 25 Film screening, “Recovery Room” by Adriana Luhovy, and
Knowlton, Quebec “Genocide Revealed” by Yurij Luhovy, 2022 Knowlton
 Film Festival of Cinema, 514-910-5756 or
 www.recoveryroomthemovie.com

August 27 Boston Ukrainian Festival, Ukrainian Congress Committee
Boston of America, Boston University, www.skyphilanthropy.org

August 28 Ukrainian Folk Festival, celebrating Ukraine’s 31st 
Horsham, PA anniversary of renewed independence, Ukrainian American
 Sport Center – Tryzub, www.tryzub.org or 267-664-3857

August 31 Film screening, “Mr. Jones,” Philadelphia Film Society,
Philadelphia 267-239-2941

September 2-5 Family Fest, All Saints Camp, 724-867-5811 or 
Emlenton, PA josho@allsaintscamp.org

September 10 Classic car show for Ukraine, Classic Auto Mall, 
Morgantown, PA 703-477-9899 or johnny1957@ptd.net

September 10 Golf tournament, Ottawa Ukrainian Golf Association,
Ottawa  Canada-Ukraine Foundation, The Meadows Golf and Country
 Club, www.facebook.com/ottawa-ukrainian-golf-association

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

In times of disillusionment, a new ener-
gy is felt here. A new strength emerges, a 
new vocabulary that has a reflection on 
things beyond. These artworks are rarely 
soft; mostly they are penetrating and tragic. 
They register provocation and they 
incense. They make one cry. With affect, 
they bleed and struggle to tell their stories 
with innovation and an original narrative. 
They speak of place, condition, love and 
anguish, of fear, and, ultimately, of hope.

Participating artists in “Women at War” 
include Yevgenia Belorusets (born in 1980 
in Kyiv), Oksana Chepelyk (born in 1961 in 
Kyiv), Olia Fedorova (born in 1994 in 
Kharkiv), Alena Grom (born in 1976 in 
Donetsk), Ms. Horska (born in 1929 in Yalta 

and died in 1970 in Vasylkiv), Zhanna 
Kadyrova (born in 1981 in Brovary), 
Alevtina Kakhidze (born in 1973 in 
Zhdanivka), Dana Kavelina (born in 1995 in 
Melitopol), Lesia Khomenko (born in 1980 
in Kyiv), Vlada Ralko (born in 1969 in Kyiv), 
Anna Scherbyna (born in 1988 in 
Zaporizhia) and Kateryna Yermolaeva 
(born in 1985 in Donetsk).

“Women at War” remains on view at 
Fridman Gallery’s Manhattan location, 169 
Bowery, through August 26. Gallery hours 
are Monday to Friday, 11 a.m.-6 p.m., or by 
appointment. For further information, 
readers may call the gallery, 646-345-9831.

Following the installation at Fridman 
Gallery, “Women at War” will travel to the 
art gallery at Eastern Connecticut State 
University in Willimantic, Conn., where it 
will be on view from September 12 to 
October 14.

(Continued from page 12)
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duction jump to 49 points (22 goals) in 60 
games. COVID-19 wiped out the 2020-
2021 season (four points in six games), but 
Cross Hanas finished as the ninth top scor-
er in the WHL, with 26 goals and 86 points 
in 63 games.

He plays a 200-foot game with seeming-
ly limitless energy. He has quick feet, is 
agile and uses a few quick leg kicks to 
throw off a defenseman or goalie. His edge 
work is strong, he’s evasive in the corners 
and in front of the net. His skating ability is 
rated as good, his stride is fast, but a bit 
choppy. He possesses a hop in his step and 
shows breakaway speed when needed.

His biggest asset is his hockey intelli-
gence. He has great vision, as he sees the 
ice very well and he owns super hands. He 
is adept at using a quick forehand-back-
hand move to keep defensemen on their 

feet. This adds a strong deception element 
to his game because, while defensemen 
think he’s surveying his options, he makes 
a pass. He is not afraid to hang around in 
front of the net when his team controls the 
puck, creating havoc and fighting for 
rebounds. His willingness to go to the hard 
areas is a big positive in his game, and he 
often has success in producing goals.

Cross Hanas is a serious scoring threat 
with a reasonably quick release and near-
deadly accuracy if left open. The wrist shot 
is his top weapon and he’s able to pick cor-
ners pretty consistently. He already plays a 
pro style game and is equipped with a 
package of tools to enable him to succeed 
at the next level.

Cross Hanas was expected to sign with 
the Red Wings before June 1 of this year 
when Detroit’s exclusive rights to sign him 
expired. He will attend their fall training 
camp, battle for a fourth-line forward posi-
tion and most likely be assigned to their 
AHL affiliate in Grand Rapids.

Standing ovation for Ukraine

Every detail about the opening ceremo-
nies of the 2022 World Games was a cele-
bration of the host city Birmingham, Ala., 
but undoubtedly the best moment of the 
night was the city celebrating one of its visi-
tors. The loudest and longest cheers during 
the opening ceremony were for the athletes 
and coaches representing Ukraine. At this 
moment, the city had the feeling of an 
international city.

The city was historically shaped by steel 
and iron. Today, civil rights and Southern 
hospitality are this city’s main exports to 
the world. The Ukrainian delegation sensed 
that power, and their athletes clearly appre-
ciated the support. Ukraine’s countrymen 
were showered with love while their nation 
fights for its survival.

The 2022 World Games were the 11th 
ongoing international multi-sport event 
meant for sports not contested in the 
Olympic Games. The World Games were 
held from July 7-17, with athletes from 110 
nations competing in 30 official sports in 54 
disciplines. A portion of the ticket revenue 
was to be donated to Ukraine for the recon-
struction of their sports infrastructure.

The city’s organizing committee went all 
out with their production of the opening 
ceremonies, but the reality that came with 
Ukraine’s entrance is what makes sports so 
compelling all over the world. It was 
unscripted, organic and truly genuine.

As with all international competitions, 
the opening night’s theme was unity. The 
performance highlighting the city’s history 
sent that message. The rousing reception 
for Ukraine embodied it. A sense of solidar-
ity washed over the crowd like a wave of 
warmth on a hot night in Alabama.

Horuna’s medal brings  
victory and honor

Stanislav Horuna won a bronze medal at 
the 2020 Tokyo Olympics in the kumite cat-
egory of karate for his division. For two 
weeks in late June, Horuna and five of his 
Ukrainian teammates had been staying at a 
hotel near Birmingham-Shuttlesworth 
International Airport, training for the 2022 
World Games in Birmingham, Ala. For two 
weeks, the Ukrainian athletes would spend 
an hour and a half working out in the hotel 
conference hall. In the evening, the routine 
would repeat, training for another 90 min-
utes. The workout regimen went on for 
some 14 consecutive days.

While in Birmingham, Ala., Horuna was 
reading a 499-page examination of how the 
mind forms thoughts and how those con-
ceptions influence a person’s decision-
making process. It was written by Daniel 

Kahnemann. His goal in studying the book 
was to better understand himself and other 
people.

These days Horuna’s mind was very 
much occupied with his training for the 
World Games and the current events in 
Ukraine as the fight rages on against the 
invading Russian forces.

He is one of the more famous karate 
stars to come out of Ukraine. In 2017, he 
won a gold medal at the previous World 
Games held in Wroclaw, Poland. In 2021, he 
took home a bronze medal at the Olympics. 
He had aspirations of earning another 
medal in this year’s World Games.

Horuna was never certain he would 
have the opportunity to compete at these 
World Games. When Russia first invaded 
Ukraine, his first desire was to help his 
country. He volunteered with the Ukrainian 
forces, trying to raise funds for the military.

He was personally affected by the war, 
sending his wife and son to safety in Hungary 
early on. He found respite in his training, 
but noticed how the war had changed those 
he associated with in his inner circle.

His way of giving back to his country 
was to sell his Olympic bronze medal, for 
which he received over $20,000. He used 
the money to purchase a drone and other 
necessary wartime supplies. He never gave 
selling his medal a second thought, know-
ing that early on after the invasion it was 
strictly a matter of survival. A few weeks 
after selling it and sending it to Japan, he 
did start to miss it.

Having already been victorious in his divi-
sion at a prior World Games, Horuna was 
motivated to win again in hopes of inspiring 
the Ukrainian people, bringing them honor 
and encouraging Ukrainian soldiers (some 
of them athletes) to keep fighting.

He admitted his motivation has some-
times wavered recently, mostly because of 
events back home. At age 33, he has come 
to the realization that he has only a few 
years left in his sport. A lawyer by trade, he 
does not foresee a return to law. He is 
instead thinking of starting a business or 
pursuing an unknown endeavor.

In the meantime, he prepared himself 
very diligently for what he hoped was a big 
win at the tail-end of his karate career in 
one of his last big tournaments. Not only 
for himself, but for all of Ukraine Horuna 
wanted to bring home a gold medal. He 
believes his homeland needs small victo-
ries before Ukraine gains that big one 
against Russia. It was his mission to pro-
vide one of those small wins.

Mission accomplished, although it was a 
second-place finish and not gold. Horuna 
won the silver medal in the men’s kumite 
karate (75kg) competition on July 9. 
Nonetheless, it was another small win for 
Ukraine.

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@
sfgsports.com.
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