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Ukrainian strike likely  
severs rail link between  

Crimea and Kherson 
RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service

A Ukrainian strike on a Russian ammunition train 
most likely damaged the rail connection between the 
Moscow-occupied Kherson region and annexed 
Crimea, British intelligence said on August 3, as Kyiv 
admitted that despite supplies of Western weapons 
the military situation in the east was “hell.”

Britain’s Ministry of Defense said in its daily intelli-
gence bulletin that, although the damage done by the 
Ukrainians to the railway will probably be soon fixed, 
the link will remain a “vulnerability” for Russian forc-
es and their logistical resupply route from Crimea into 
Kherson.

That added to the already existing difficulties 
Russia is facing in resupplying its forces in Kherson 
following the damage done by Ukraine to the 
Antonivskiy Bridge across the Dnipro River, which 
British intelligence said is now being replaced by fer-
ryboats for troop movements and logistical resupply.

Fleeing civilians will put increased pressure on 
transport routes out of Russia-occupied Kherson, 
British intelligence suggested, prompting Moscow to 
impose circulation restrictions.

Ukraine’s military reported early on August 3 that 
it continued to target the Kherson region, striking sev-
eral Russian positions in the area overnight and caus-
ing casualties and material damage to the enemy.

“Our aircraft carried out three strikes on strong-
holds and one on the weapons and equipment depot 
in the Berislavskiy and Bashtansky districts. Missile 
and artillery units launched a fire attack on 
Chornobayivka, where the base of the occupying forc-
es is located,” the military said on Facebook.

The report could not be independently confirmed.
In the eastern Donbas region, Ukrainian President 

Volodymyr Zelenskyy said the battlefield situation is 
“just hell,” and despite U.S. supplies of advanced artil-
lery systems, Kyiv’s forces have not been able to over-
come Russian advantages in heavy guns and man-
power.

The imbalance is “very much felt in combat, espe-
cially in the Donbas,” Mr. Zelenskyy said on August 2 
in his nightly address. “It is just hell there. It can’t even 
be described in words.”

He also said the word HIMARS – short for high 
mobility advanced rocket system – has become 
“almost synonymous” with the word justice for 
Ukraine, “and the Ukrainian defense forces will do 
everything to ensure that the occupiers experience 
more and more painful losses every week thanks to 
these very effective systems.”

The advanced and more precise HIMARS have been 
supplied by the United States, and on August 1 the 
White House said a new package of military aid would 
include additional ammunition for the systems, which 
it said “are making a difference on the battlefield.”

There were reports earlier on August 2 of air 
strikes in southern Ukraine, where tens of thousands 
of Russian troops reportedly were preparing to 
advance on the cities of Krivyi Rih and Mykolayiv.

RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service

Ukraine said Moscow was putting together an attack 
force aimed at President Volodymyr Zelenskyy’s home-
town of Kry vyi Rih, as Russia bombarded several parts of 
Ukraine, causing casualties and damage.

Pavlo Kyrylenko, governor of the eastern Donetsk 
region, said on Telegram that three civilians had been 
killed in Bakhmut, Maryinka and Shevchenko and five 
wounded in a 24-hour period ending on August 4.

The governor of the Sumy region on the border with 
Russia, Dmytro Zhyvytsky, said three towns had been 
shelled by Russian forces on August 3, with a total of 55 
missiles fired. There were no injuries, but homes and com-
mercial premises were damaged.

Mr. Zhyvytsky said that eight artillery shells hit residen-
tial parts of the Krasnopylska community.

The General Staff of the Ukrainian Armed Forces said in 
its update on August 4 that Russia had begun creating a 
strike group in the Kryvyi Rih direction and that it could be 
preparing new offensive operations in southern Ukraine.

The steel-producing city of Kryvyi Rih, where Mr. 
Zelenskyy grew up, lies around 50 kilometers from the 
southern front line.

Mayor Yevhen Yevtushenko of Nikopol, a town to the 
west of Zaporizhia in central Ukraine, said on his Telegram 
channel that his city had been shelled overnight and that a 
woman was wounded.

The Russian military also shelled the Kryvorizky district 

by Roman Tymotsko

LVIV – It’s not easy to run 13.1 miles.  It’s even harder to 
do so every day for 31 days straight. But Nazar Kiryk, 22, 
completed his fundraising goal of running a half-marathon 
every day in July in order to raise money for a thermal 
imaging drone that he intends to give to the Armed Forces 
of Ukraine.

In total, Mr. Kiryk ran just over 406 miles in July. By the 
last day of his campaign, Mr. Kiryk had gathered 272,000 
hryvnia (roughly $7,400) in cooperation with the Plast 
branch in Lviv.

A correspondent for The Ukrainian Weekly joined Mr. 
Kiryk for part of his 31st straight daily half-marathon. Five 
people joined Mr. Kiryk during his final half-marathon, 
which ended in Lviv’s historic city center.

“It feels like graduating,” Mr. Kiryk said while running 
the final miles of his fundraising campaign. “I don’t know 
what I’ll be doing tomorrow morning after a month of 
everyday running.”

The opera theater marked the conclusion of the group’s 
13.1-mile jog, and it also marked the end of Mr. Kiryk’s 
31-day campaign. He started alone on July 1. But throughout 
the month, some 40 different people occasionally joined him 
early in the morning for at least a few miles of his daily run.

Kyiv says Russia plans fresh offensive  
as Moscow shells multiple targets across Ukraine

Plast scout runs daily half-marathon throughout  
July to raise money for military drone

(Continued on page 16)

A graphic provided by Ukraine’s Minist ry of Defense 
shows what it claims to be Russia’s combat losses from 
February 24 to August 4 (numbers with plus signs indi-
cate specific losses over a 24-hour period ending on 

August 4).

Nazar Kiryk (center), a member of Plast Ukrainian 
Scouting Organization, and his friends stand in front of 
the Lviv Opera House on July 31 after completing a 
fundraising campaign in which Mr. Kiryk ran a half-

marathon every day.

Ministry of Defense of Ukraine

Roman Tymotsko

(Continued on page 16)
(Continued on page 9)
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Red Cross condemns attack on POWs

The International Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC) has condemned an attack on a 
prison site where dozens of Ukrainian pris-
oners of war were killed this week in terri-
tory controlled by Russia-backed separat-
ists in eastern Ukraine. In a statement 
issued on July 31, the Red Cross said it had 
not yet received permission to visit the site 
of the July 29 attack on the Olenivka prison 
facility. While demanding that an impartial 
probe be conducted into the attack, it 
added that it was not the organization that 
is mandated to carry out such an investiga-
tion. “Families must receive urgent news of 
and answers on what happened to their 
loved ones,” the ICRC said. “The parties 
must do everything in their power, includ-
ing through impartial investigations, to 
help determine the facts behind the attack 
and bring clarity to this issue. “However, it 
is not the role or mandate of the ICRC to 
carry out public investigations into alleged 
war crimes,” it added. Kyiv and Moscow 
have traded accusations over who is to 
blame for the missile strike or blast that 
killed dozens of Ukrainian prisoners in the 
town of Olenivka on the front lines of the 
conflict. Russia’s Defense Ministry invited 
the United Nations and the ICRC to conduct 
an investigation at the prison in Russia-
controlled territory. “Russia has officially 
invited U.N. and International Committee of 
the Red Cross experts to engage in an 
impartial investigation into an attack on a 
pre-trial detention center in Olenivka, 
which killed a large number of Ukrainian 
prisoners of war,” the Russian Defense 
Ministry said in a July 31 statement. Prior 
to the Russian Defense Ministry’s state-
ment, U.N. spokesperson Farhan Haq said it 
would send investigators to the prison if 
both Russia and Ukraine agreed. Russian 
authorities and Russia-backed separatists 
in the eastern Donetsk region said the 
attack killed 53 Ukrainian POWs and 
wounded 75. The Russian Defense Ministry 
on July 30 published a list naming 48 
Ukrainian fighters aged 20 to 62 who were 
killed in the attack. Russia has claimed that 
the POWs were killed by a Ukrainian strike 
using U.S.-supplied precision rockets. The 
Ukrainian military has denied the allega-

tion and accused the Russians, aided by 
Russia-backed forces in the Donetsk region, 
of shelling the prison holding Ukrainian 
POWs to cover up the alleged torture and 
execution of Ukrainians there. Satellite pho-
tos taken before and after the attack show 
that a small building in the middle of the 
Olenivka prison complex was damaged, its 
roof in splinters. The ICRC has sought 
access to the site and offered to help evacu-
ate the wounded. “Our priority right now is 
making sure that the wounded receive life-
saving treatment and that the bodies of 
those who lost their lives are dealt with in a 
dignified manner,” the Red Cross said earli-
er. After reporting difficulties gaining an 
invitation to visit the site in Russia-
controlled territory, the ICRC said in a July 
30 tweet that “granting ICRC access to 
POWs is an obligation of parties to conflict 
under the Geneva Convention.” Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy has said 
that the U.N. and ICRC have a duty to react 
to the attack. “It was a deliberate Russian 
war crime, a deliberate mass murder of 
Ukrainian prisoners of war,” Mr. Zelenskyy 
said in a video address late on July 30. 
“There should be a clear legal recognition 
of Russia as a state sponsor of terrorism.” 
U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken 
expressed his condolences over the deaths 
in a phone call on July 29 with Ukrainian 
Foreign Affairs Minister Dmytro Kuleba, 
according to a State Department statement 
on July 30. The United States is committed 
to “hold Russia accountable for atrocities 
committed by its forces against the people 
of Ukraine,” Mr. Blinken told Mr. Kuleba. 
Following the attack, the European Union 
on July 29 expressed shock at the attack on 
the site, which it said held Ukrainian POWs 
including surrendered defenders of 
Mariupol’s Azovstal steel plant who were 
“in Russia’s legal protection under interna-
tional humanitarian law.” European Union 
high representative Josep Borrell con-
demned in “the strongest terms the atroci-
ties committed by the Russian armed forc-
es and their proxies.” Ukraine has accused 
Russia of atrocities and brutality against 
civilians since its invasion began on 
February 24 and said it has identified more 

(Continued on page 12)

 NEWS ANALYSIS

by Pavel K. Baev
Eurasia Daily Monitor

The tide of the Ukraine war has subtly 
shifted as the Russian offensive has exhaust-
ed itself and the Ukrainian pushback has 
started to gain momentum. In retrospect, 
the pitched battle for Severodo netsk and 
Lysychansk in late June and early July could 
perhaps be recognized as the high-water 
mark for Russia’s violent intervention 
aimed at exterminating Ukraine as an inde-
pendent state. Moscow had to concentrate 
its best fighting forces and the bulk of its big 
guns in order to capture the last bit of the 
Luhansk region, and redirecting these 
depleted capabilities toward a new attack in 
the Donetsk region has proven to be almost 
too ambitious thus far. Artillery barrages are 
hitting Bakhmut and Kramatorsk regularly 
and indiscriminately, but even the deploy-
ment of Wagner mercenaries cannot ade-
quately compensate for the shortage of 
ground troops (Realist, July 26). The battle 
for the Donbas, which became the central 
theater of the war after the battle for Kyiv 
was lost by overstretched Russian forces in 
early April, is deadlocked, and the new focal 
point is now Kherson.

This regional capital was captured by a 
column of Russian battalion tactical groups 
(BTGs) advancing from Crimea in the first 
week of the war, but attempts to keep the 
offensive going toward Mykolaiv failed and 
turned into a partial retreat (Meduza, July 

29). The grouping of Russian forces to the 
west of the Dnipro River is vulnerable 
because the long supply lines from Crimea 
go through two bridges and a dam, which 
have been targeted by Ukraine’s new long-
range strike weapons systems, including the 
U.S.-supplied high mobility artillery rocket 
systems (HIMARS) (The Insider, July 28).

It would have been strategically reason-
able to withdraw these exposed troops and 
present the move as a measure of “good-
will,” as was the case with the recent escape 
from Snake Island, but the Kremlin’s politi-
cal desire to keep a bridgehead for a hypo-
thetical attack on Odesa has prevailed 
(Svoboda.org, July 29). This stubbornness 
grants Ukraine an opportunity to score an 
important victory, which could destroy 
Russian discourse that the “special military 
operation” has proceeded according to plan 
(Nezavisimaya gazeta, July 25).

Instead of bragging about the “libera-
tion” of historical Russian lands, Moscow 
now finds itself on the defensive against a 
determined adversary supported by a reen-
ergized North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO) and unable to respond to the pro-
gressive tightening of the European Union’s 
sanctions regime (Russiancouncil.ru, July 
29). The plan of last resort is to completely 
stop gas exports to Europe, which is certain 
to produce serious economic disruptions 
and human suffering (Forbes.ru, July 29).

by Yuri Lapaiev
Eurasia Daily Monitor

On July 20, Sergey Lavrov, minister of 
foreign affairs for the Russian Federation, 
declared that Moscow had new objectives 
in Ukraine, as it now wants to expand its 
gains beyond the borders of the so-called 
Donetsk and Luhansk “people’s republics” 
by capturing the Kherson, Kharkiv and 
Zaporizhia regions. Mr. Lavrov underlined 
Western military equipment transfer and 
the alleged need to protect the occupied 
territories from long-range weapons as 
main reasons for this shift (TSN, June 20).

On the Ukrainian side, Alexey Danilov, sec-
retary of the National Security and Defense 
Council of Ukraine, stated in an interview 
that President Volodymyr Zelenskyy has 
issued orders to liberate the occupied por-
tions of southern Ukraine (YouTube.com/
RadioFreeEurope-RadioLiberty, July 12). One 
potential area where Ukraine could launch 
an all-out counteroffensive is in the 
Kherson region. Some progress has already 
been made, such as the liberation of several 
villages close to Kherson city and the 
destruction of the Antonovsky bridge on 
July 26 (Slovo i Dilo, June 26).

Despite official claims on the Russian 
side regarding successful air defense coun-
termeasures, high mobility artillery rocket 
systems (HIMARS) missiles successfully hit 
multiple portions of the bridge, making it 
impassable for heavy military technical 
vehicles. Before that, on June 23, another 
important bridge in the Kherson region, 
Dariiv, was eliminated by the Armed Forces 
of Ukraine (AFU), making the reinforce-
ment of Russian occupational forces to the 

region much more difficult (Interfax, June 
23). The destruction of the bridge has 
made Russian forces much more depen-
dent on a single-lane bridge near Nova 
Kakhovka, which has almost been cut off 
from reinforcement.

On July 15, Oleksiy Reznikov, minister of 
defense for Ukraine, stated that the first 
M270 Multiple Launch Rocket System 
(MLRS) had arrived in the country, but he 
did not specify the number of systems avail-
able. According to Mr. Reznikov, M270s 
“could be in good company with HIMARS” 
(Twitter/GeneralStaffUA, July 15). Oleksandr 
Motuzyanyk, spokesperson for the Ministry 
of Defense of Ukraine, added that the AFU 
have destroyed more than 30 Russian logis-
tical objects in a few weeks with HIMARS. At 
the same time, he stressed that, despite the 
recent successful attacks, the AFU still needs 
many more similar long-range MLRS sys-
tems (ZN.ua, July 15). Edgars Rinkevics, min-
ister of foreign affairs for the Republic of 
Latvia, expressed a similar idea in a tweet: 
“More HIMARS and other [similar] modern 
weapon systems are needed to stop the war” 
(Twitter/EdgarsRinkevics, July 24).

HIMARS became a real game changer 
due to their high precision, distance, 
maneuverability and speed of reloading. 
Destroying key command centers, logistics 
objects and air defenses, the missile system 
remains almost wholly safeguarded from 
countermeasures. This makes them a top-
priority target for Russian forces. As such, 
on July 18, Russian Minister of Defense 
Sergei Shoigu ordered Russian forces to 
focus on destroying HIMARS in Ukraine 

Battle for Kherson and Russia’s 
global downsizing

Arm Ukraine now: Game changers 
in Russo-Ukrainian war
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This is ‘the beginning of the end for Putin’s regime,’ Norwegian expert predicts

NATO chief says Russia’s war on Ukraine poses greatest danger for Europe since World War II

by Vazha Tavberidze
RFE/RL

Russia has found itself internationally 
isolated since President Vladimir Putin 
ordered a full invasion of Ukraine on 
February 24.

The West has imposed sanctions to pun-
ish Russia and impede Moscow’s ability to 
fund its war machine.

A surge in oil and gas prices – major 
Russian exports – have buoyed the coun-
try’s current account surplus, but the econ-
omy is sputtering, and prospects appear 
bleak.

Russia’s economy will shrink 15 percent 
this year and 3 percent in 2023, the 
Institute of International Finance recently 
predicted.

Western sanctions, an exodus of compa-
nies, a Russian brain-drain and a collapse in 
exports will wipe out 15 years of economic 
gains, the global banking industry lobby 
group added.

That has some questioning whether 
Putin’s hold on power could become tenu-
ous, including Iver Neumann, the director 
of Norway’s Fridtjof Nansen Institute and 
an expert on Russia.

He boldly predicts that Putin’s refusal to 
reform the country’s economy, magnified 
by the current invasion of its neighbor, 
could be “the beginning of the end” of his 
regime, although when this will occur is 
hard to predict.

“So, since Putin’s tenure sort of began 22 
years ago, very little, if anything, has really 
happened to the economy. And I find it 
stunning that a trained Marxist like Putin 
simply doesn’t grasp that material factors 
are of the essence,” Mr. Neumann, author of 
“Russia and the Idea of Europe,” recently 
told RFE/RL’s Georgian Service.

Legacy fixation

“Putin says, ‘The West will have its econ-
omy and we will have our volya, or will, and 
with that we will persevere. But it just 

doesn’t work that way. So, I think this is the 
beginning of the end for Putin’s regime,” Mr. 
Neumann predicted, adding that a fixation 
on his legacy may have pushed the Russian 
leader to invade Ukraine.

Following in the footsteps of Russian 
tsars of the past, Putin is now perhaps 
motivated to “gather the Russian lands,” Mr. 
Neumann explained.

Putin paid tribute on June 9 to Peter the 
Great on the 350th anniversary of his birth, 
drawing a parallel between what he por-
trayed as their twin historic quests to win 
back Russian lands.

“Peter the Great waged the Great 
Northern War for 21 years. It would seem 
that he was at war with Sweden, he took 
something from them. He did not take any-
thing from them, he returned [what was 
Russia’s],” Putin said at the time.

“So as with so many old despots, we’ve 
gotten to a point where Putin is thinking 
about the history books, and how do 
Russian tsars get into the history books, in 
a shining way? Well, they win wars, and 
they grab territory,” Mr. Neumann said.

What comes after Putin is difficult to 
predict, Mr. Neumann said, since the 
Russian president “and his regime have 
done a thorough job of rooting out what 
there was of organized liberal thinking and 
work in Russia. Bad for the country, good 
for the Putin regime.”

Jailed Russian opposition leader Alexei 
N ava l ny,  wh o s e  A n t i - C o r r u p t i o n 
Foundation (FBK) was labeled extremist 
and outlawed last year, “is cut from the 
mold of the typical Russian leader,” Mr. 
Neumann said.

“He is definitely standing up to power 
and he is speaking his mind. And he is 
doing it with no filter whatsoever. The man 
is super Russian in that respect. I’m 
impressed by Navalny, but I’m not very 
impressed by his finesse and this is not a 
refined person in any way. But he has the 
conviction of his opinions. And he is a good 
organizer,” said Mr. Neumann.

Mr. Navalny was arrested in January 
2021 upon his return to Moscow from 
Germany, where he was treated for a poi-
son attack that occurred in Siberia in 2020 
with what European labs defined as a 
Soviet-style nerve agent.

He was then handed a 2.5-year prison 
sentence for violating the terms of an earli-
er parole during his convalescence abroad. 
The original conviction is widely regarded 
as a trumped-up, politically motivated case.

Despite his anti-corruption credentials, 
Mr. Navalny may not be the Western-
friendly figure some may believe he is, Mr. 
Neumann cautioned.

“Navalny is in prison, his movement is 
super interesting. But Navalny’s movement 
is not a clear-cut Westernizing movement – 
it started as the Russian nationalist move-
ment. I think of Navalny more as sort of 
Peter the Great in the making – that one has 
to Westernize in order to bring Russia up to 

speed, as it were.”

‘Vicious circle’

Even so, given the nature of the Russian 
system established and nurtured by Putin, 
the likelihood of someone like Mr. Navalny 
coming to power is minimal at best, sug-
gested Mr. Neumann.

“He has consistently talked about cor-
ruption being the problem of Russia, and 
the present regime being a regime of 
thieves, and he would go about [tackling 
corruption], which is not easy, because in a 
corrupt system, any new power will have to 
sort of consolidate its power by being cor-
rupt itself. So how do you get out of that 
vicious circle?” Mr. Neumann asked.

As Russia’s war on Ukraine drags on into 
a sixth month, and allegations of Russian 
war crimes and atrocities mount, Mr. 
Neumann advises the West not to close the 
door on talks with Moscow.

“Well, one thing is for certain: Russia is 
not going anywhere, either politically with 
Putin or geographically. The country is 
where it is – It can take a bit more territory 
in the Donbas, maybe it will get the land 
corridor from the Donbas to Crimea, but 
Russia, in whatever form, will be there. And 
we will have to speak to it in the future,” he 
explained.

“And this is the basic idea of diplomacy: 
that, if you have to speak to people at some 
point anyway, why not start right away? So, 
I think it’s very, very important that we 
maintain some kind of conversation with 
Russia.”

(Written by RFE/RL correspondent 
Tony Wesolowsky based on an interview by 
Vazha Tavberidze from RFE/RL’s Georgian 
Service.)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/russia-ukraine-war-
putin-neumann-interview/31966753.html).

RFE/RL

North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO) Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg 
says Russia must not be permitted to win in 
the war it launched against Ukraine, which 
has given rise to the most dangerous 
moment for Europe since World War II.

Speaking in Norway on August 4, Mr. 
Stoltenberg said the alliance and its mem-
ber countries may have to continue to sup-
port Ukraine with arms and other assis-
tance for a long time in order to keep Russia 
from succeeding after it launched its unpro-
voked invasion of Ukraine on February 24.

“It’s in our interest that this type of 
aggressive policy does not succeed,” Mr. 
Stoltenberg said.

“This is the most dangerous situation in 
Europe since World War II,” he said, adding 
that “what happens in Ukraine is terrible 
but it would be much worse if there was a 
war between Russia and NATO.”

Mr. Stoltenberg then reaffirmed the alli-
ance’s resolve to defend all of its 30 mem-
ber countries.

“If (Russian) President (Vladimir) Putin 
even thinks of doing something similar to a 
NATO country as he has done to Georgia, 
Moldova or Ukraine, then all of NATO will 
be involved immediately,” Mr. Stoltenberg 

said.
The war has led previously nonaligned 

Finland and Sweden to seek NATO mem-
bership, with the request so far ratified by 
23 of the 30 member states, including the 
United States.

“This is not just an attack on Ukraine, an 
independent democratic nation with more 

than 40 million people. It’s also an attack 
on our values and the world order we 
want,” the NATO chief said of the war.

Following Moscow’s invasion of Ukraine, 
the two traditionally neutral Nordic coun-
tries, Finland, which shares a border of 
more than 1,000 kilometers with Russia, 
and Sweden, applied to join NATO as soon 

as possible.
Under the fast-track admission process, 

the U.S. Senate voted 95-1 in favor of the 
two countries’ membership on August 3, 
making the United States the 23rd of the 30 
NATO countries to formally endorse the 
move so far, after Italy approved it earlier 
this week.

According to a NATO list, seven member 
countries have yet to formally agree: the 
Czech Republic, Greece, Hungary, Portugal, 
Slovakia, Spain and Turkey.

Only Turkey has raised a challenge, 
demanding the intensification of work on 
extraditing dozens of government oppo-
nents it labels “terrorists” from both coun-
tries in exchange for its support.

Turkey has said that a special committee 
would meet Finnish and Swedish officials 
in August to assess whether the two 
nations are complying with the conditions 
it has set.

(With reporting by Reuters, AFP and AP)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/stoltenberg-
ukrainr-war-greatest-threat-nato/31973 
807.html).

 IntervIew

Iver Neumann, a Norwegian political sci-
entist and social anthropologist, is the 
director of Norway’s Fridtjof Nansen 
Institute and an expert on Russia. He is 
seen here in a picture taken in January 

2020.

Jan D. Sørensen, via Wikipedia

North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg 
(right) met with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy in Brussels in June 2019.

Presidential Administration of Ukraine
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‘Worse than Azovstal’: Relatives of Ukrainian POWs at Olenivka shine spotlight on ‘horrific’ conditions there

EU’s latest sanctions are meant to squeeze Putin. They signal ‘strategic patience’ instead

by Saikhan Tsintsayev
RFE/RL

“We are living now exclusively on faith, hope, on plans 
for the future and memories of the past,” said Anastasia, 
whose husband was among the defenders of the Azovstal 
steel mill in the southern city of Mariupol who surrendered 
on May 16 after more than two months of concentrated 
assault by Russian forces.

Since the surrender, Anastasia’s husband, her father, and 
her sister’s husband – all Azovstal defenders – have been 
held at the Olenivka prison complex in territory controlled 
by Russia-backed fighters in eastern Ukraine.

On July 29, dozens of Ukrainian prisoners of war were 
killed in an explosion at Olenivka that Russia and Ukraine 
have each blamed on the other.

Russian officials have said 53 POWs were killed and 75 
wounded in the blast, which Moscow claims was carried out 
by Ukrainian forces using U.S.-supplied precision rockets.

Kyiv has accused the Russians and their proxies in 
Ukraine of orchestrating the explosion to cover up the 
alleged torture and execution of prisoners at the site.

The International Committee of the Red Cross and the 
United Nations are seeking access to the site and the 
opportunity to evacuate the wounded.

“Our whole existence revolves around the fact that our 
loved ones are now in the most horrific conditions,” said 

Anastasia, who asked to be identified only by her first 
name to protect her POW relatives. “We thought nothing 
could be worse than Azovstal, but after what happened [on 
July 29] it turns out there can be something worse.”

Alina, whose husband was also an Azov stal defender 
who has been held at Ole nivka since mid-May, told Current 
Time that she has not heard from her husband since his 
last night in the massive steelworks.

“We don’t use the phrase ‘the last time,’” she said when 
asked about her last communication with her husband.

“He sent photographs of himself, of his face, because I 
wanted to see him,” she recalled. “Since he left Azovstal, I 
have had no communication with him.”

‘Exhausted’ and ‘emaciated’ POWs

Although neither Anastasia nor Alina have had contact 
with their relatives at Olenivka, they have identified them 
from photographs and videos posted on Russian social-
media chat groups.

“I found out from sources such as Telegram groups, 
Russian ones,” Alina said. “You could see how the Azovstal 
prisoners were standing in formation at Olenivka. I saw my 
husband, close up, together with the others. Then in anoth-
er video I saw him walking into the dining hall.”

Alina and Anastasia are both active in chat groups with 
the families of other Azovstal POWs.

“They speak in general about how their relatives are 

treated, how they are all exhausted, emaciated, how they 
are fed twice a day with tiny portions of food that can hard-
ly be called food at all,” Anastasia told Current Time, a 
Russian-language network run by RFE/RL in cooperation 
with Vocie of America (VOA). “They are given water from a 
stream. They are allowed to bathe, I think, twice a week.”

Many Russian and separatist officials have reserved a 
special animus for the Azovstal defenders, many of whom 
are members of the ultranationalist Azov Regiment, calling 
for them to face tribunals and even execution.

Russian State Duma speaker Vyacheslav Volodin called 
them “Nazi criminals” in May and said they should not be 
included in any prisoner exchanges. Duma International 
Affairs Committee Chairman Leonid Slutsky endorsed the 
idea of tribunals and said Russia should lift its 1996 mora-
torium on the death penalty.

“The whole world should see that Ukrainian nationalists 
deserve only execution,” he said.

On July 29, Russia’s Embassy in London said on Twitter 
– in a post that violated the platform’s “rules about hateful 
conduct” – that “Azov militants deserve execution, but 
death not by firing squad but by hanging, because they are 
not real soldiers. They deserve a humiliating death.”

The Azov Regiment is a volunteer group that has been 
part of Ukraine’s National Guard since 2014.

by Rikard Jozwiak
RFE/RL

The European Union’s latest sanctions on Russia, for-
mally adopted on July 21, are probably the weakest pack-
age so far from Brussels. To understand why, look no fur-
ther than the bloc’s other activities in recent weeks to pre-
pare for what could be a long, cold winter.

The latest batch of measures against Russia is the EU’s 
seventh since Moscow launched its large-scale invasion of 
Ukraine on February 24. But not even the European 
Commission, which is in charge of preparing EU sanctions, 
is referring to this number. Instead, it calls it a “mainte-
nance and alignment package.” EU diplomats, speaking to 
this RFE/RL correspondent on condition of anonymity, are 
even more blunt. One mockingly referred to it as “a holiday 
package, ready to be signed off before Brussels unofficially 
shuts down for the upcoming five weeks.”

The ban on Russian gold, aligning with Group of Seven 
(G-7) measures agreed to in June, is probably the headline 
step.

Otherwise, the truth is that the latest raft of measures 
largely sticks to the technical “plumbing” by closing loop-
holes that have been detected since the previous six pack-
ages were enacted, in addition to adding items and names 
to already established sanctions lists.

Take, for example, the ban on calls at EU ports for 
Russian-flagged vessels that was introduced earlier this 
year. Now that exclusion covers not only ports but also 
locks, because national officials noticed that some ships 
were unloading cargo at the entry ports of canals leading 
to harbors in the Netherlands and northern Germany.

Up to 50 new items in the chemical, metals and machin-
ery sectors with a value up to 400 million euros in prewar 
trade will also be subject to export controls and visa bans, 
and asset freezes on around 50 people and entities will be 

imposed as well. The list, which now comprises close to 
1,200 people and 100 entities, will now see the largest 
Russian bank, Sberbank, the Kremlin-linked bikers club 
Night Wolves and a few politicians, oligarchs and some of 
their relatives targeted.

Another potentially useful move is that Brussels will 
demand a “self-reporting obligation of listed persons.” This 
means that sanctioned individuals must indicate their 
European Union-based assets; failure to do so leaves them 
in breach of EU regulations and, in principle, subject to 
national criminal investigations. It is up to each EU mem-
ber state to police this itself, of course, but the move could 
lead to the confiscation of such undeclared assets.

Newfound caution

Those seem far from the harder-hitting rounds of sanc-

Ukraine calls for investigation after video purportedly shows Russian troops torturing, killing POW
RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service

Ukrainian officials have called for an investigation after 
videos appeared on social media that apparently show 
Russian soldiers castrating, and then killing, a Ukrainian 
prisoner of war.

Ombudsman Dmytro Lubinets said on July 29 that he 
had requested the Ukrainian Prosecutor General’s Office to 
launch a probe into the gruesome videos, which appeared 
on several Russian- and Ukrainian-language channels of 
the Telegram social media network a day earlier.

Details of the video, such as where and when it was 
filmed, have yet to be independently confirmed by official 
sources. RFE/RL has also been unable to confirm the 
authenticity of the video and has decided not to publish it.

“I have applied to the Office of the Prosecutor General of 
Ukraine to verify the fact and record of a war crime, of a 
violation of the Geneva Convention,” Mr. Lubinets said.

“Also, we are preparing a communique for the United 
Nations (U.N.) Committee Against Torture to organize an 
urgent visit to the Russian Federation and the temporarily 
occupied territories of Ukraine, as well as to the European 
Committee for the Prevention of Torture, Inhuman, or 
Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CPT),” he added.

Referring to the videos, Ukrainian presidential adviser 
Mykhaylo Podolyak vowed that Ukraine will identify 
“everyone” involved in the incident, saying “the fog of war 
will not help the Russian executioners avoid punishment.”

Russian officials have yet to comment officially on the 
videos.

European Union foreign policy chief Josep Borrell in a 
statement referred to the “appalling” video in which 

Russian soldiers “commit a heinous atrocity against a 
Ukrainian prisoner of war.”

The statement said that the EU “in the strongest possi-
ble terms” condemns atrocities conducted by Russian forc-
es and their proxies in Ukraine.

“These inhumane, barbaric acts represent severe 
breaches of the Geneva Conventions and their Additional 
Protocol and amount to war crimes,” he is quoted as saying 
in the statement.

Marie Struthers, Amnesty Inter natio nal’s director for 
Eastern Europe and Central Asia, called it a “horrific 
assault” and said it was “yet another apparent example 
of complete disregard for human life and dignity” com-

mitted by Russian forces.
International law is clear that prisoners of war must not 

be subjected to any form of torture or ill-treatment and 
should have access to the International Committee of the 
Red Cross, Ms. Struthers said in a news release on July 29.

“The relevant authorities must fully respect the rights of 
prisoners of war in accordance with the Geneva 
Conventions,” she added.

Since Moscow launched its unprovoked invasion in late 
February, Ukraine says it has identified thousands of war 
crimes committed by Russian troops.

Investigators from several countries, as well as the 
International Criminal Court, have also been gathering and 
examining evidence to determine whether war crimes 
have been committed.

Amnesty International said in its July 29 news release 
that it also has documented crimes under international law 
such as summary killings of captives by Russia-backed sep-
aratist forces in eastern Ukraine and extrajudicial execu-
tions of Ukrainian civilians by Russian forces.

Russia says it has not purposely targeted civilians in its 
military operations despite mounting video and concrete 
evidence that shows the destruction of apartment build-
ings, hospitals, cultural venues and other nonmilitary sites.

It has also accused Ukrainian soldiers of committing war 
crimes, without providing evidence.

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted with the permis-
sion of Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut 
Ave. NW, Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see https://
www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-russia-soldiers-torturing-pow-cas-
tration-war-crime/31965714.html).

Ukraine’s Ombudsman Dmytro Lubinets

RadioSvoboda.org, via RFE/RL

(Continued on page 16)
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Charlie Hebdo editor says dead people not a taboo for Putin
by Vazha Tavberidze

RFE/RL

In an interview with RFE/RL’s Georgian 
Service, Gerard Biard, the editor in chief of 
the controversial French satirical magazine 
Charlie Hebdo, talked about the difficulties 
in creating satire in times of war, especially 
in Russia’s ravaged media landscape.

After his magazine was targeted by gun-
men in a 2015 attack that left 12 people 
dead and 11 injured, Mr. Biard said that he 
understands better than many the huge 
risks that come with the publication of mate-
rial deemed by some to be problematic.

The Islamic extremists who carried out 
the attack said they were acting in revenge 
for the publication of cartoons that mocked 
the Prophet Muhammad. And with the pro-
liferation of social media, Mr. Biard said 
that the risks have increased, making 
everyone – not just journalists and activists 
– potential targets.  During an interview 
with RFE/RL, Mr. Baird discussed Russia’s 
war on Ukraine.

RFE/RL: What is your and Charlie 
Hebdo’s take on the war in Ukraine and its 
main architect, Russian President Vladimir 
Putin?

Mr. Biard: Of course, we stand [with] 
the Ukrainian people. The main fear with 
the war is that it will degenerate into a 
Third World War. But I think that a Third 
World War has already begun; it’s a war 
between countries with democratic values 
and democratic systems and institutions 
on one side and those who don’t have them 
on the other.

It’s not only about Russia – there is 
China, Iran and some others even in 
Europe, such as Turkey, countries who 
don’t have a culture of democracy. The 
main problem with Russia – and you have 
the same problem with China – is that 
there is no culture of democracy, no foun-
dation for it. And war is easy for dictators. 
… For example, with [former U.S. President 
Donald] Trump, he tried to [carry out] a 
coup. He tried to [hold on to] power and, as 
we know, he failed. … Because in the United 
States, you do have this political culture of 
democracy, you have institutions, you have 
something to defend. [But] there are no 
such things in Russia. It never was a 
democracy. The same for China. … How do 
you sell democracy in a country where no 
one is buying it?

RFE/RL: What is it like to look at this 
war through the prism of political satire?

Mr. Biard: The problem when you are 
[talking] about looking at a war through 
satire is that you have to deal with civilian 
deaths, and that’s one of the major taboos. 
You have to be very precise, very accurate 
in what your message is, as satire is usually 
open for many interpretations.

You have to choose very carefully the 
way you treat this subject. On the war in 
Ukraine in particular, looking at the front-
page cartoons we’ve published, most of the 
time we use the war in Ukraine to also deal 
with French political realities. For example, 
right now I’m looking at this cartoon that 
we made a few weeks ago, before the 
French elections: On it, there is Putin play-
ing with a drone, but this is not just a regu-
lar drone; it has the face of [French far-
right leader Marine] Le Pen and the text 
says: “Putin’s Drone. Can It Win?”

And then we have various cartoons deal-
ing with the character of Putin himself. He 
is so easy to [work with because] he is a 
dictator, and dictators are the easiest to 

draw for a caricaturist – although by far not 
the safest. But for better or worse, we’re 
used to being threatened, not only by dicta-
tors but by almost anyone who is on social 
media nowadays. And not just cartoonists; 
anyone can be threatened by anyone these 
days.

RFE/RL: Out of the many cartoons 
Charlie Hebdo has done on Putin, which 
one is your favorite, and which depicts him 
most accurately?

Mr. Biard: There is one where he is 
made into a gorilla. You don’t even need to 

explain this cartoon. The way Putin is 
depicted as a gorilla with tiny, tiny, tiny 
[genitals] over the red nuclear button. You 
look at this cartoon and you [immediately 
recognize] Putin.

RFE/RL: On the subject of presidents, 
let’s discuss yours, French President 
Emmanuel Macron. Quite a few eyebrows 
were raised at his persistence in continuing 
to telephone Putin despite the fact that 
Putin showed no signs of wanting to coop-
erate. Plus, there are Mr. Macron’s remarks 
on how we shouldn’t humiliate Russia or 

Putin. What is your take on Mr. Macron’s 
position?

Mr. Biard: It’s a lot to do with the way 
Mr. Macron is politically. His main objective 
is to lead. Obviously, he tried but he failed, 
because it’s not so simple. He tried to lead 
the “European action” regarding the war in 
Ukraine. He tried to remain the main inter-
locutor for Putin in Europe, but the prob-
lem that he didn’t understand was that 
Putin doesn’t want one.

And he’s not the only one who tried. 
There was [former French President 
Nicolas] Sarkozy, who in 2008, when Putin 
attacked Georgia, went to Moscow, to the 
Kremlin. We didn’t know what he said to 
Putin, but looking at his face at the end of 
the meeting, we knew at this moment how 
Putin responded. It was “f*** off.” That’s the 
only response Putin knows: “F*** off. I do 
what I want.” Maybe in other words, but he 
said “F*** off” to Mr. Macron, as well.

RFE/RL: The right to mock, to ridicule, 
is an integral part of artistic license. How 
symbolic or ironic is it that there are no 
notable satirical media outlets left in 
Russia?

Mr. Biard: Even in Soviet times, there 
were [satirical publications.] Putin is a real 
autocrat. The Soviet Union was a system; 
you had many people. [But] with Putin, you 
just have one person who wants to control 
everything. He doesn’t [tolerate] objections 

 IntervIew

Gerard Biard, the editor in chief of the controversial French satirical magazine 
Charlie Hebdo, is seen in a cropped photo taken during a press conference at the 

magazine’s headquarters in January 2015.

Camille Gevaudan, via Wikipedia
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G-7 reiterates steadfast condemnation of Russia’s war on Ukraine

The text of the following statement was 
released by the Group of Seven (G-7) for-
eign affairs ministers of Canada, France, 
Germany, Italy, Japan, the United Kingdom 
and the United States of America, as well as 
the high representative of the European 
Union on August 3.

We, the foreign affairs ministers of 
Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the 
United Kingdom and the United States of 
America, and the high representative of 
the European Union, are steadfast in our 
condemnation of Russia’s brutal, unpro-
voked, unjustifiable and illegal war of 
aggression against Ukraine. We condemn 
and will not recognize Russia’s continued 
attempts to re-draw borders by force. This 
constitutes a blatant violation of interna-
tional law, in particular a serious breach of 
the United Nations Charter, and seriously 
undermines the international rules-based 
system. We reiterate our demand that 
Russia put an end to this war of choice, 
immediately and unconditionally cease all 
hostilities, and withdraw its troops and 
military equipment from the entire terri-
tory of Ukraine within its internationally 
recognized borders.

We further condemn Russian attempts 
to weaponize its energy exports and use 
energy as a tool of geopolitical coercion. 
Russia is therefore not a reliable energy 
supplier. We will act in solidarity and close 
coordination to mitigate the impact of 
supply disruptions on economies and citi-
zens globally and in our countries, espe-
cially in order to protect vulnerable 

groups. We are working to ensure Russia 
does not exploit its position as an energy 
producer to profit from its aggression at 
the expense of vulnerable countries. We 
will build on our recent actions to secure 
energy supplies, stabilize markets and 
mitigate the increases in energy prices 
driven by Russia’s actions and extraordi-
nary market conditions. This includes our 
efforts to reduce our demand for Russian 
energy and our support for International 
Energy Agency voluntary collective 
actions. We remain committed to energy 
and resource diversification and promote 
competitive, reliable, affordable energy 
markets that are transparent and adhere 
to high environmental, social and gover-
nance standards. We reiterate our support 
for an ambitious and expedited global 
clean energy transition towards net zero 
by 2050, consistent with a 1.5 degree 
Celsius warming limit and implementa-
tion of the Glasgow Climate Pact. This is 
essential to achieving our shared climate, 
security and economic recovery objec-
tives. The more quickly we achieve this 
transition, the more secure our societies 
will be.

We continue to explore further mea-
sures to prevent Russia from profiting 
from its war of aggression and to curtail 
Russia’s ability to wage war. As we phase 
out Russian energy from our domestic 
markets, we will seek to develop solutions 
that reduce Russian revenues from hydro-
carbons, support stability in global energy 
markets and minimize negative economic 
impacts, especially on low- and middle-

income countries. We remain committed 
to considering a range of approaches, 
including options for a comprehensive 
prohibition of all services that enable 
transportation of Russian seaborne crude 
oil and petroleum products globally, 
unless the oil is purchased at or below a 
price to be agreed in consultation with 
international partners. In considering this 
and other options, we will also consider 
mitigation mechanisms alongside our 
restrictive measures to ensure the most 
vulnerable and impacted countries main-
tain access to energy markets including 
from Russia.

We will further reduce our reliance on 
civil nuclear and related goods from 
Russia, and assist countries seeking to 
diversify their supplies. In all these actions, 
we will support each other and coordinate 
our actions to preserve G-7 unity and rein-
force our collective energy security and 
resilience. We welcome efforts by partners 
with the aim of replenishing gas reserves 
and increasing energy security and resil-
ience amid Russia’s increased weaponiza-
tion of energy. At the same time, we will 
continue our efforts with partners around 
the world to make energy savings and effi-
ciency a global priority.

We remain steadfast in our solidarity 
with Ukraine and reaffirm our unwaver-
ing commitment to support the govern-
ment and people of Ukraine in their cou-
rageous defense of Ukraine’s sovereignty 
and territorial integrity, and in their fight 
for a peaceful, prosperous and democratic 
future.

Seeks to counter Moscow’s use of energy as a tool of geopolitical coercion

(Continued on page 7)
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By various accounts, a pivotal moment in Russia’s war on Ukraine is unfold-
ing now in the south of the country. “The geographical focus of the Russo-
Ukrainian War looks set to switch from east to south in the coming days as 
Ukraine’s military steps up efforts to liberate Kherson. The unfolding campaign 
to regain control over this strategically vital southern Ukrainian city is likely to 
be the most important engagement since the Battle of Kyiv and could prove 
decisive in determining the ultimate outcome of the war,” Peter Dickinson wrote 
in an August 2 post for the Atlantic Council’s UkraineAlert blog.

“Kherson’s fate will shape the future direction of the war. As the sole regional 
capital captured by Putin’s troops and the only major Ukrainian city on the 
western side of the Dnipro River currently in Kremlin hands, Kherson holds the 
key to Russian ambitions in southern Ukraine. Moscow must retain control over 
Kherson in order to achieve its goal of advancing to Odesa and occupying 
Ukraine’s entire Black Sea coastline. If Ukraine retakes the city, Russia will be 
confined to Left Bank Ukraine and will face the prospect of further counter-
offensives aiming to push Putin’s army out of southern Ukraine altogether,” Mr. 
Dickinson wrote.

An August 4 news analysis by Mike Eckel of Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty 
echoed Mr. Dickinson’s conclusion that the battle of Kherson will be a pivotal 
moment in this war.

“The south is key,” said Peter Zwack, a retired U.S. Army general who served as 
defense attache at the U.S. Embassy in Moscow. “It’s more than just a test, from 
Kyiv’s perspective,” he told RFE/RL. “The fight in the south is existential. Certainly 
[the Ukrainians] are refining their forces, bringing in new men, equipment, but 
first and foremost, it’s existential. They’ve got to get the Russians out of the south 
now – before everything hardens, coalesces, they’ve got to push them out.”

That hardening is expected to happen both physically and militarily. From a 
military perspective, the Russian army, which has suffered immense battlefield 
loses and has been dealing with various issues of morale among its troops, is 
believed to be working to reinforce its soldiers and supply lines, meaning that 
Moscow is working to harden its military position in Ukraine.  from a physical 
perspective, that hardening is expected to happen on the physical field of battle, 
as the war drags on through the summer and fall months and moves toward 
winter, when the terrain in Ukraine will harden and then freeze, making it much 
easier for Russian ground forces to move along the country’s often muddy, wet 
fields.  In both cases, that hardening will bolster the Russian forces.

If Ukraine is to win this war, and win it on behalf of all of Europe and the 
broader world of Western democracies, it must take the fight to the Russian mil-
itary before it has a chance for that hardening to occur.  Western countries have 
seen what great use Ukrainians have made of the limited number of high mobili-
ty artillery rocket systems (HIMARS) they have delivered to Kyiv.  The time is 
now to send more HIMARS to Ukraine, send them faster, and let Kyiv finish this 
battle decisively before the situation hardens and becomes a festering war for 
many years to come. 

The Ukrainian Weekly

Fourteen years ago, on August 8, 2008, Russia invaded 
Georgia in a five-day war that saw Moscow annex the Georgian 
territories of South Ossetia and Abkhazia, amid Russia’s claims 
that it was protecting Russophones in those regions.

The Ukrainian Weekly carried numerous articles and analyses 
as the news broke, but its editorial, “We are all Georgians,” 

underscored the heart of the concern for Ukrainians.
Georgian President Mikhail Saakashvili wrote in an August 14 op-ed in The Washington 

Post: “Russia’s invasion of Georgia strikes at the heart of Western values and our 21st cen-
tury system of security. If the international community allows Russia to crush our demo-
cratic, independent state, it will be giving carte blanche to authoritarian governments 
everywhere. Russia intends to destroy not just a country but an idea. […] As Georgians 
come under attack, we must ask: If the West is not with us, who is it with? If the line is not 
drawn now, when will it be drawn? We cannot allow Georgia to become the first victim of 
a new world order imagined by Moscow.”

The Weekly’s editorial added that an August 14 ceasefire brokered by French President 
Nicolas Sarkozy proved to be meaningless, as Russia continued its attack on Georgia. “All 
the evidence shows that Russia had planned its move well in advance, that it was simply 
waiting for a pretext to launch its attack on a Westward-leaning pro-democratic neighbor,” 
the editorial continued.

Russia’s move against Georgia was clearly a warning for Ukraine not to seek member-
ship in the European Union or the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). “For 
Ukraine,” the editorial added, “the invasion of Georgia recalls the words of President 
Vladimir Putin – who famously called the dissolution of the USSR ‘the greatest catastrophe 
of the 20th century’ – that NATO membership may lead to Ukraine’s dismemberment. It is 
also a reminder that Russia can continue to stir up separatist sentiment in Crimea and 
similarly act to ‘protect’ its citizens on the territory of Ukraine.”

Ukrainian President Viktor Yushchenko traveled to Georgia during those first days after 
Russia’s invasion to show solidarity with the country, as did the presidents of Poland and 
the Baltic countries. Sadly, the editorial added, the West’s response has been “off the mark, 
inadequate and purblind.” There were statements of condemnation, but nothing to get 
Moscow’s attention or to convince it to change course. The editorial suggested that “the 
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Turning the pages back...

by Mykola Vorobiov
Eurasia Daily Monitor

The war in Ukraine is gaining momen-
tum as neither side is ready for reconcilia-
tion, as the conflict continues to escalate. 
On July 29, the Kremlin claimed that 53 
Ukrainian prisoners of war (POWs), 
including those captured at the Azovstal 
steel plant in Mariupol, were killed and 
dozens were wounded by shelling from the 
Ukrainian side. The prison where the 
POWs were held is located in the village of 
Olenivka in the Donetsk region, currently 
occupied by Russian military forces 
(Pravda.com.ua, July 29).

The General Staff of the Ukrainian 
Armed Forces (UAF) said that the Armed 
Forces of the Russian Federation carried 
out a targeted artillery shelling of the peni-
tentiary facility, where, among others, 
Ukrainian prisoners were being held. The 
General Staff added that, thanks to high-
precision weapons received from partner 
countries, Ukrainian artillery is inflicting 
exceptionally accurate strikes only on 
Russian military targets (Ukrinform, July 
29). Many officials and locals have already 
reacted to the tragedy, comparing it to the 
Katyn massacre when 22,000 captured 
Polish troops were executed by the Soviet 
People’s Commissariat for Internal Affairs 
(NKVD) in 1940.

Ukrainian presidential advisor Oleksiy 
Arestovych said the attack was launched to 
hide evidence of the torture of Ukrainian 
POWs, to direct the anger of relatives and 
sympathizers of the Azov Regiment against 
the authorities in Kyiv, to physically elimi-
nate the prisoners and to discredit high 
mobility artil lery rocket systems 
(HIMARS) and other modern multiple 
launch rocket systems (MLRS), which were 
recently provided by Western partners 
(Facebook/Alexey.Arestovich, July 29).

Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy said that the country will never 
surrender and will continue to fight until 
the last meter of its lands are retaken from 
the Russian aggressors (Censor.net, July 
28). In a recent statement, Mr. Zelenskyy 
declared that Ukraine must reclaim the 
occupied territories in the southern 
Kherson and Zaporizhia regions within the 
next three to six weeks; otherwise, it will 
be a much more difficult task once winter 
arrives (Armedservices.house.gov, July 23). 
If Moscow retains control over these terri-
tories, Ukraine will be blocked from access 
to both the Black Sea and Sea of Azov, 
which will lead to further significant eco-
nomic losses for Kyiv (Trans.info, April 29).

Ukraine’s National Security and Defense 
Council (NSDC) Secretary Olekisy Danilov 
was more conspicuous, claiming that the 
UAF will foster the “decolonization,” “de-
Russification” and “denuclearization” of 
Russia. He also emphasized that, since the 
full-scale re-invasion of Ukraine on 
February 24, conditions are forming in 
Russia for the organization of liberation 
movements in the national republics of 
Tatarstan, Ichkeria, Sakha, Siberia, Ural 
and the Far East, among others (Liga.net, 
July 28).

Along with Russian regional elections, 
Moscow scheduled “referendums” for 
September 15 in the occupied Ukrainian 
territories, which may be followed by out-
right annexation (The Moscow Times, July 
21). If this happens, then it will be compa-
rable to the Crimea scenario in March 

2014, when the Ukrainian peninsula, with 
about three million inhabitants, was ille-
gally annexed after a similarly staged “ref-
erendum” by the Kremlin (Crimea.sus-
pilne.media, March 16, 2021).

It remains to be seen whether Moscow 
plans to annex all occupied Ukrainian terri-
tories, including the so-called Donetsk and 
Luhansk “people’s republics,” or if it will do 
this separately state by state without creat-
ing additional “republics” in areas where 
Russian forces have not experienced signifi-
cant military successes, such as in Kharkiv 
or Zaporizhia oblasts. Another scenario 
could be the creation of a single quasi-state, 
Novorossiya; this idea has been widely pro-
moted by the Russian government since its 
military invasion of Ukraine in 2014 (Bbc.
com, November 10, 2014).

However, once “referendums” are 
staged on Russian conditions, this will pre-
clude further negotiations with both Kyiv 
and its Western partners, including the 
United States. Such a scenario may lead to 
further escalation, as all sides will have to 
respond to the heightened stakes.

To attain the victory Kyiv urgently needs, 
further U.S. military assistance is needed. 
Ukrainian officials have placed special 
emphasis on acquiring additional HIMARS, 
MLRS artillery and, as recently requested 
by the head of the Ukrainian Office of the 
President, Andrii Yermak, MGM-140 Army 
Tactical Missile Systems (ATACMS), a sur-
face-to-surface missile system with a range 
of 190 miles, nearly quadruple the reach of 
other missiles already provided by the U.S. 
(Armyinform.com.ua, July 28).

Although Kyiv has promised not to use 
these missiles to hit Russian territories, it is 
not yet clear whether U.S. President Joe 
Biden’s administration will decide to ship 
the additional supplies, as such a move 
could escalate tensions even further. 
Moreover, Mr. Danilov said that the Crimean 
bridge over the Kerch Strait, which is the 
primary link connecting Crimea with the 
Russian mainland, will be destroyed as soon 
as the necessary equipment is obtained and 
an opportunity opens up to deliver this 
blow (Slovoidilo.ua, July 28).

To defend the occupied territories, espe-
cially in the south where Ukrainian forces 
recently achieved a significant success by 
knocking out the Antonovsky bridge in 
Kherson (the Kyiv Independent, July 27), 
the Kremlin may escalate the nuclear 
option as Putin infamously hinted that 
Moscow “has not started anything serious 
yet” (24tv.ua, July 7). Indeed, it is critical to 
understand that Moscow’s leadership, 
including Putin himself, cannot afford to 
lose the territories they already occupy in 
Ukraine, as such a defeat would threaten 
the Kremlin leader’s political and possibly 
physical survival.

According to recent polling, 89 percent 
of Ukrainians believe that the only accept-
able scenario for ending the war is the 
return of all territory that was controlled 
by Ukraine before 2014, including Donbas 
and Crimea; only 7 percent agreed with 
ceding the territories to Russia (Novoye 
vremya, July 1). This puts Kyiv authorities 
and Mr. Zelenskyy personally in a position 
where they cannot seek an agreement with 
Moscow with these concessions, even if 
this approach is at odds with some 
Western partners (Eurointegration.com.ua, 
July 29).

As Ukraine focuses on retaking southern 
territories, Moscow raises stakes

(Continued on page 16)

The pivotal battle for Kherson
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(Continued on page 7)



7THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, AUGUST 7, 2022No. 32

by Ihor N. Stelmach

Far away from Ukraine, on another con-
tinent, two Ukrainian soccer clubs are fly-
ing their country’s national flag, demon-
strating solidarity with the people of their 
homeland and raising awareness about the 
ongoing Russian war on Ukraine through 
the sport of football. Just like many other 
lower league clubs, the Ukrainian Nationals 
of Philadelphia and the New York 
Ukrainians were established by immigrant 
communities in their two cities. For over a 
century, they have retained the identity so 
distinct in their clubs’ names.

In Philadelphia, the Ukrainian Nationals 
soccer club is but one team representing a 
vast array of cultures in this diversified 
metropolis. The Nationals are part of a 
greater Ukrainian sports club and associa-
tion of organizations that strive to maintain 
and represent the culture of their home-
land. This has had a positive effect on oth-
ers, helping raise awareness of what the 
people of Ukraine have experienced since 
Russia launched its unprovoked war on the 
country on February 24.

The Ukrainian Nationals are part of the 
Ukrainian American Sport Center (Tryzub), 
a partnership that is itself a part of a larger 
community. The team’s roster is less than 
25 percent Ukrainian. Opening up member-
ship on the team to the broader community 
had much to do with the club’s success on 
the pitch and in the greater Philadelphia 
area. By calling themselves the Ukrainian 
Nationals, with everyone becoming part of a 
Ukrainian family, the club helped raise 
awareness for the war-torn country.

On the international front, football’s assis-
tance for Ukrainians in response to Russia’s 
invasion of the country has been genuine, 
humane and instrumental. Football in 
Ukraine has been in a holding pattern since 
the full-scale war began. But by playing the 
sport in the U.S., both the Nationals and the 
Brooklyn-based New York Ukrainians have 
raised awareness, funds and support for 
Ukraine from their opponents.

The matches are played in Brooklyn and 
in the Philadelphia area, but the players’ 
hearts and minds are with their brothers 
and sisters in Ukraine. For them, playing 
these games is a way of giving back. As they 
play, participants and spectators are con-
tinuously reminded about Ukraine and the 
plight of its people, and opposing players 
acknowledge their support for the country 
on the field when interacting with the 
Ukrainian players.

In Philadelphia, the Nationals have been 
raising funds for the Philadelphia-based 
United Ukrainian American Relief 
Committee (UUARC). This spring two 
teams that were playing against the 
Nationals made donations to the UUARC in 
the amount of $1,000. Moreover, opponents 
of the Nationals have continued to demon-
strate solidarity with Ukraine. One team 
took a photo together with the Nationals 
and a Ukrainian flag, while another oppos-
ing team wore mini-Ukrainian flags that 

were pinned to their jerseys.
And success on the pitch only adds to 

the strong identity developed by these 
Ukrainian American football clubs. The 
Philadelphia Nationals are right up there 
with the best teams in American soccer his-
tory. The Nationals have won the U.S. Open 
Cup, the longest running national soccer 
competition in the country, four times. The 
U.S. Open Cup is a national competition 
open to all professional, semi-professional 
and amateur soccer teams in the United 
States, making it tournament that truly rep-
resents all adult soccer in the U.S. The 
Ukrainian Nationals have been one of the 
most successful clubs in the history of the 
competition, ranking third in overall titles 
behind two defunct teams, Bethlehem Steel 
and Maccabee Los Angeles.

That these two Ukrainian clubs go back 
historically to the middle of the previous 
century makes their achievement in the 
annals of American soccer even more pro-
found. Unlike many other sports teams in 
America which disbanded, rebranded or 
relocated over time, these two Ukrainian 
clubs have survived.

The Ukrainian Nationals has long had an 
international flavor. The Germans, Irish, 
Poles, Americans or others who have played 
on the team still refer to it as their Ukrainian 
family. The same holds true with the New 
York Ukrainians, who welcome players from 
all of New York and beyond. These unique 
community-oriented clubs offer more than 
just an opportunity to stay in shape or play 
a game – they have a legacy of success and 
an atmosphere of a united family.

The New York club won the Open Cup 
championship in 1965 and the Cosmo-
politan League in 1966 and 1967. The New 
York Ukrainians compete in New York’s 
Cosmopolitan League, while the Phila-
delphia Nationals play in the National 
Premier Soccer League’s (NPSL) Keystone 
Conference in 2022.

The passion and determination to keep 
these clubs going is based on a desire to 
maintain a Ukrainian identity. For several 
hundred years, several empires and rulers 
have sought to eliminate Ukraine from the 
world map. Many Ukrainians fortunate 
enough to make America their home have 
over the past 100 years dedicated them-
selves to preserving their culture. Some did 
so by building and maintaining successful 
Ukrainian American football clubs.

Established separately in the 1950s and 
playing many thousands of miles from 
Ukraine, these two diaspora soccer clubs 
have sought to focus attention on the plight 
of the Ukrainian people. The clubs have 
been thrust into the headlines during try-
ing times, but they have proven to be 
important players in football’s internation-
al effort to raise awareness about Ukraine 
and the Ukrainian people as they fight to 
defend themselves against an enemy that is 
hellbent on erasing that very identity.

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@
sfgsports.com.

by Askold S. Lozynskyj

As I get older wisdom remains neutral as 
experience broadens and brain cells wither. 
Irony and paradox are the hallmarks of sep-
tuagenarians. Pure unadulterated idealism 
is replaced by practical considerations, 
after all politics are defined as an art of 
what is possible. Each new event leads to a 
strain on my thought processes.

I saw Sen. Joe Manchin of West Virginia 
on television. I had not been particularly 
fond of him as I perceived him to be an 
obstructionist to the policies of U.S. 
President Joe Biden, whom I respect greatly 
with much gratitude simply on account of 
his support of Ukraine. I am not disabused 
by a 9 percent rate of economic inflation, 
since that is a temporary inconvenience. 
Europe’s rate is higher and even Canada, 
with one tenth the population and even 
greater natural resources, is at 8 percent. 
Mr. Manchin was wearing a pin on his lapel 
– intertwined American and Ukrainian 
flags. It took only that symbol to win me 
over. I am now a supporter of Mr. Manchin, 
almost understanding his politics and justi-
fying his behaviour as necessary plays to 
his West Virginia constituents.

Politics are strange, indeed. My parents 
were lifelong Republicans since they came 
to America. I am their ideological clone, yet 
I am a lifelong Democrat. I have not 
changed very much, but the two parties 
have. A friend of mine, I assume a 
Republican and, perhaps, even a Make 
America Great Again (MAGA) Republican, 
recently criticised me in Ukrainian print, 
deservedly or not, for my opprobrium 
against  a  Ukrainian born MAGA 
Republican member of the U.S. House of 
Representatives, Victoria Spartz. Without 
reiterating my position on the ill- advised 
Ukrainian American lawmaker, in January 
of this year I would have withheld criti-
cism of any Ukrainian born member of the 
U.S. Congress despite her disgraceful affili-
ation and behaviour, but then came the 
events of February 24 and my attitude 
became: How dare she criticize Ukraine 
when we are at war and need support not 
admonishment?

Perhaps the greatest ironies are the two 
presidents. Mr. Biden as president has been 
the best friend the Ukrainian people have 
ever had. Clearly this is not a mere and easy 
comparison with his predecessor, who set 
the bar on Ukrainian support very low. I 
suspect that had former President Donald 
Trump prevailed in the 2020 elections, on 
February 24 Russian President Vladimir 
Putin would have received a congratulatory 
note from Mr. Trump as evidenced by some 

of the former president’s comments on 
Putin’s wisdom following the launch of his 
full-scale war on Ukraine. Mr. Trump did 
not set the bar for any behaviour requiring 
the ability to recognize right from wrong. 
Mr. Biden’s former boss would have acqui-
esced at Putin’s aggression. Frankly, I do 
not see former presidents George W. Bush, 
William Jefferson Clinton, George H.W. 
Bush or even Ronald Reagan going to the 
lengths that Mr. Biden has for Ukraine. All 
of their responses would have been what I 
term “Canadian,” similar to Justin Trudeau’s 
response to the Russian turbines.

Mr. Biden has manifested courage, 
remarkable resolve and leadership in a glob-
al crisis. Tiny countries, such as the Baltic 
states, the Czech Republic, Slovakia and, nat-
urally, Poland, perhaps most unnerved, have 
been at the forefront of support for Ukraine. 
The United Kingdom under former Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson, Spain and Turkey 
have been of much assistance. Grand-
standing by France and Germany has not 
had a deleterious effect, and, in fact, German 
Chancellor Olaf Scholz has offered more tan-
gible support than Germany did under for-
mer chancellor Angela Merkel. President 
Emmanuel Macron of France has not offered 
much support, but he is better than the 
French alternative.

And then there is the extraordinary 
irony of a previously Russified actor from a 
Russified region of Ukraine, speaking only 
Russian prior to his election, who has 
refused a ride to safety and requested 
weaponry instead, manifesting much hero-
ism, bravery, resolve and extraordinary 
political and diplomatic skill. Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy will go 
down as one of the greatest Ukrainians in 
the country’s modern history. His wife, a 
very modest and reserved woman, will be 
remembered by history as well.

Not all is well because the war contin-
ues, innocent people are dying, children are 
being slaughtered or kidnapped and 
Ukraine’s infrastructure is being physically 
scorched. Still, Ukraine is in the hearts and 
minds of good people everywhere. Ukraine 
itself and its people have been simply 
inspiring.

The Russians have proven to be war 
criminals before the eyes of the world. Good 
many not always triumph over evil, but if it 
ultimately does in this case, then it will 
require good people to step up even more.

Askold S. Lozynskyj is an attorney at law 
based in New York City who served as presi-
dent of the Ukrainian World Congress (1998-
2008) and the Ukrainian Congress 
Committee of America (1992-2000).

Kudos to two Ukrainian soccer clubs 
for raising awareness through sport

Strain of thought

 COMMentArY

In truth, now many, especially in Kyiv, 
share the sentiment that signing another 
document with Moscow similar to the 
Minsk-1 and Minsk-2 ceasefire agreements 
from 2014-2015 will only lead to a more 
protracted war. Undoubtedly, Moscow’s 

staging of the planned “referendums” in 
September will further complicate the situ-
ation and make it nearly impossible for 
Kyiv to resolve anything with the Kremlin 
diplomatically.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 6)

As Ukraine focuses...

or any criticism. Nothing. He managed to 
cancel all criticism. You can still do it, but 
you’ll go to jail, or you will die. And you 
won’t die in a pleasant way. That’s the main 
problem with Putin.

RFE/RL: I remember the Kremlin 
spokesperson blasted you and Charlie 
Hebdo for a 2015 cover on the Russian 
plane crash in Egypt, which killed 224 peo-
ple. Was civilian death a sensitive topic 
back then? Is it not ironic now that your 
cartoon was called sacrilegious and blas-
phemous when you look at what Russia is 
doing in Ukraine?

Mr. Biard: Yes, generally speaking, [as I 
said,] civilian deaths are one of the main 
taboos. With Ukraine, Putin has no problem 
[with dead people], no taboo. Regarding 
the “sacrilegious” and “blasphemous” 
[accusations], these days with social media 
every word can be blasphemy. … It’s very 
difficult today to be a cartoonist or a satiri-
cal artist. You can’t be a satirical artist on 
Facebook. It’s impossible.

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/interview-charlie-
hebdo-editor-taboo-vladimir-putin/319 
72419.html).

(Continued from page 5)

Charlie Hebdo...
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UNF’s Adoptive Families’ Weekend includes journeys of love, understanding and growth
by Adrian Bryttan

KERHONKSON, N.Y. – For 17 years, families that adopted 
children from Ukraine have been reconnecting at the 
Ukrainian National Foundation’s (UNF) Soyuzivka Heritage 
Center during annual Adoptive Families’ Weekend (AFW).

Participants of the weekend event often look forward to 
the annual gathering, especially the many children who 
often become lifelong best buddies and even “soul mates” 
after spending time together at Soyuzivka.

Although some don’t remember much of their home-
land and may speak little Ukrainian as they have largely 
grown up in the United States, all of the children expressed 
longing to discover more of their roots and their heritage. 
The weekend also marks an important time for parents to 
share their various experiences and talk about the chal-
lenges and rewards of adopting children from Ukraine.

UNF Advisor Bohdanna Puzyk was the original founder 
and organizer of AFW, which began 15 years ago. This 
year’s event, which took place on July 22-24, Ms. Puzyk and 
coordinator Annetta Hewko once again provided Ukrainian 

style t-shirts for everyone to color. Gloria Horbaty brought 
supplies for making pysanky and shared the techniques 
and symbolism of the traditional Ukrainian Easter egg 
designs.

Ukraine’s role 

Until adoptees reach age 18, the Ukrainian government 
bears responsibility for their welfare. At past reunions, 
Ukrainian Consul for International Adoptions Ilona Lapa 
would meet and speak with the children and their new fam-
ilies. Additionally, the Ukrainian adoption program requires 
that parents submit timely reports to a Ukrainian consulate.

Ms. Lapa said that, if a child has not been adopted by age 
18, the government helps them find living quarters and a 
job. The United Nations Children’s Fund, previously known 
as the U.N. International Children’s Emergency Fund 
(UNICEF), reports that many young Ukrainian women suf-
fer from drug addiction or become involved in prostitution, 
and close to 50 percent of the men are incarcerated.

Ukraine has faced various demographic challenges since 
Russia launched its full-scale war on the country on 
February 24. More than 5 million Ukrainians been forced 
to flee the country, while some 8 million more have been 
internally displaced.  The war is expected to greatly 
increase the number of children in Ukraine who are look-
ing for adoptive families. 

The children

At AFW last year, this writer first met and spoke with 
Zhenya, Ira and Treasa who have been buddies since 2007. 
Every summer, AFW for them has been like a family 
reunion, said the children (The Weekly has chosen not to 
identify participants by their last names in order to protect 
their privacy).

“It was like seeing cousins again,” one child said, amid 
excited laughter as they revisited photos from previous 
years stored on laptops.

This year, 15-year-old Vika attended the AFW with her 
mother, Nancy, and grandmother Lois. When her family 
discovered Vika’s special love for horses, they arranged for 
her to join a “Pegasus” equine program to be around hors-
es. As a result, she has opened up a lot since then, Nancy 
said. In fact, Vika was excited to send a donation this year 

to animal shelters in Ukraine. In her class, she now proudly 
sings along with the Ukrainian anthem when it’s sung at 
the start of school.

Another inspiring story involves five siblings adopted 
just one and a half years ago by Mike and Janet. Still mas-
tering English, Artem, Bohdan, Amelie, Oleh and Valya are 
adjusting to life in a new country.

Artem, the oldest, spoke about how he used to enjoy 
sports, such as karate and boxing, in Ukraine. Now he is 
enrolled at a community college and works as a mechanic 
in a car dealership. The siblings follow the war reports; 
they have an oldest brother who is now fighting in a 
Ukrainian tank brigade. Like many adoptees, they maintain 
contact thru social media with friends back in Ukraine.

Ukraine’s Consul for International Adoptions Ilona 
Lapa (center, background) took part in last year’s 
Adoptive Families’ Weekend with (from left to right) 

Treasa, Zhenya and Ira.

Grandmother Lois, mother Nancy and adopted 
Ukrainian Vika all took part in this year’s Adoptive 
Families’ Weekend at the Soyuzivka Heritage Center on 

July 22-24.

Adrian Bryttan

(Continued on page 15)
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“Running is my hobby; it’s an important 
part of my life. I ran marathons and half-
marathons before. Well, I have never been 
running half-marathons each day, but I 
knew that I could do it,” he told this writer 
after rehydrating with plenty of water in a 
café near the opera.

Mr. Kiryk decided to use his passion for 
running in order to achieve a larger goal – 
to collect funds for the Armed Forces of 
Ukraine. He contacted the leadership of the 
Plast branch in Lviv to help him choose a 
suitable fundraising goal.

The leadership of Plast in the city liked 
the idea, and they decided to raise funds to 
purchase a thermal imaging drone that can 
be used for reconnaissance. The amount 
needed to buy the drone – an Autel EVO II 
Dual – was about 260,000 hryvnias (some 
$7,000).

“On July 1, we published the first 
Facebook post about the campaign. So, I 
started running 21.1 kilometers each day 
till the end of the month. I had some doubts 
that something could happen to my health 
during this challenge, but I was sure I could 
do it,” Mr. Kiryk said.

He ran alone in the beginning, but then 
friends started to join him and helped 
boost his morale.

“On the first week, I mostly ran alone. 
Someone joined me for the first time while 
running the sixth half-marathon in a row. It 
was in Kyiv. I went there for work, and the 
only available time for running was during 
lunchtime. The temperature was 35 
degrees Celsius [95 degrees Fehrenheit]. I 
thought we would have heatstroke, but 
everything went fine. A cold shower after-
ward helped us,” he said.

Most of Mr. Kiryk’s runs were in Lviv, but 
even a work trip to Kyiv or a Plast event in 
the Ternopil region didn’t stop him from 
completing his daily half-marathons.

During the first two weeks of his chal-
lenge, only two people occasionally accom-
panied Mr. Kiryk on his runs. But then a lot 
of different people started joining him. He 
said that half of his runs took place with 
someone by his side.

Vlad Shtefan was among five people who 
ran with Mr. Kiryk during his final half-mar-
athon.

“I met Nazar in a park at a charity run to 
support the defenders of Azovstal. He told 
me about his campaign, and then I remem-
bered I saw information about it on social 
media. I thought, ‘wow, that’s cool.’ His 
enthusiasm for running and helping the 
army motivated me, so I joined. It’s an 
honor for me to participate in this kind of 
event,” Mr. Shtefan said after the run.

“By the way, it was the first time I ran a 
half-marathon,” Mr. Shtefan said.

Each half-marathon gave Mr. Kiryk an 
opportunity to promote the fundraising 
campaign on social media. After the last 
run, he took multiple pictures for a 
Facebook post, filmed a video for Instagram 
stories and took another video to summa-
rize his campaign and urge viewers to 
donate for the drone.

When this correspondent met and ran 
with Mr. Kiryk, the Plast scout had raised 
214,000 hryvnias. Eventually, they man-
aged to collect the entire amount, but he 
had a backup plan in case he couldn’t col-
lect all the needed funds for the drone.

Mr. Kiryk said he planned to organize 
and hold training sessions for new runners 
in exchange for a donation or posts on 
social media about the campaign. But Mr. 
Kiryk never doubted that his group would 
collect the funds needed for the drone.

“It was just a matter of time,” he said.
After a month of constant half-mara-

thons, Mr. Kiryk said got used to the daily 
jogs.

“It’s my routine because each day I ran 
the same distance. Each day started with 
21.1 kilometers. I was mentally exhausted 
in the middle of the month, but people’s 
support helped me keep moving. I under-
stood why I was doing this, so I continued,” 
he said.

“In the beginning, my friends told me 
that I’m crazy. My family was worried; they 
tried to convince me to start with smaller 
distances. But then they understood that 
this was important for me. Around the mid-
dle of the campaign, I was a bit sick for 
three days. I woke up in a bad mood, with a 
sore throat and a headache. Nevertheless, I 
continued running, and with the support of 

my friends, I managed to run half-mara-
thons on those three days. I even consid-
ered pausing the campaign, but then I felt 
much better,” Mr. Kiryk said.

“Apart from collecting funds for the 
drone, this experience was valuable 
because of the support I received. People 
donated, reposted and joined me on my 
runs. It was very inspiring,” Mr. Kiryk said.

His plan for now is to recover after run-
ning more than 400 miles in a month. 
However, he is still thinking of ideas for 
new fundraising campaigns to help the 
Ukrainian military. He is even considering 
running a half-marathon backward.

His goal was not only to raise money. He 
also wanted to raise more awareness about 
Russia’s war on Ukraine.

“The war continues; each day our sol-
diers die. We need to remember this and 
keep supporting our army with equipment. 
And this campaign is my way of volunteer-
ing – to attract attention and gather dona-
tions for the army. At this point in my life, 
this is the best I can do to help,” he said.

He’s also motivated to help because 
many of his friends are fighting in the war.

“As a member of Plast scouting and an 
alumnus of the Ukrainian Leadership 
Academy, I belong to communities where 
many young men enrolled in the army. 
Unfortunately, some of them were killed on 
the battlefield. They gave their lives for 
Ukraine. Their deed inspires all of us to 
continue working. Each day I need to make 
my contribution to help the army. This 
month I tried to do it through this cam-
paign,” Mr. Kiryk said.

One friend of Mr. Kiryk’s, Oleh Tabun, 
said he planned to run only 5-10 kilome-
ters with Mr. Kiryk one day in July. But he 
ended up joining Mr. Kiryk and some other 
friends for the entire half-marathon.

“Nazar’s campaign is a systematic story; 
this is the kind of project that gains popu-
larity over time. The longer you persist, the 
bigger the project becomes. I followed 
Nazar daily on Instagram this month, so I 
decided to join today. It’s a great story 
because it touched two big communities: 
Plast scouting and the Ukrainian 
Leadership Academy. It’s a significant cam-
paign. Nowadays, you can collect funds for 
an important goal through stories, and this 

story is powerful,” Mr. Tabun said.
Yaroslav Bulyshyn, the head of the Lviv 

branch of Plast, said the scouting organiza-
tion has been helping the Ukrainian army 
since the first days of the war. Many Plast 
scouts have joined the ranks of the 
Ukrainian Armed Forces, while other have 
sought to help by volunteering in different 
ways.

“Many people have created small initia-
tives to help the army or those who need 
support. Nazar is a great example of what 
our organization does. After all, every day 
we wake up with the mission to help as 
many people as possible survive and resist 
the enemy,” Mr. Bulyshyn said.

On the last day of Mr. Kiryk’s campaign, 
after completing the challenge and raising 
all the funds needed to buy the drone, the 
Lviv Plast branch said it would buy the 
drone and inform the public when arrives 
in Ukraine and is delivered to the front.

“Ukraine’s ultimate victory inspires me,” 
Mr. Kiryk said. “We all want to contribute to 
it.”

(Continued from page 1)

Plast scout runs...

Ukrainian American Veterans lead Ukrainian delegation in U.S. Independence Day parade
by Bohdan Hetmansky

WASHINGTON – Members of the 
Ukrainian American Veterans (UAV), Post 
26 of Washington, were honored to partici-
pate and march in the U.S. annual 
Independence Day parade on July 4 in the 
nation’s capital.

The parade was sponsored by America’s 
Independence Day Parade Committee.  
Participating in the parade were various 
marching bands, floats and ethnic groups 
from across the United States who gath-
ered to celebrate America’s 246th birthday.

The Ukrainian contingent was organized 
through the coordinated efforts of the staff 

of the Ukrainian Embassy, United Help 
Ukraine, the U.S./Ukraine Activist Group 
and Yaroslav Hetman.  

UAV Post 26 provided the Color Guard 
for the Ukrainian contingent marching in 
the parade along with members of the 
Washington area Ukrainian community.

Also participating in the parade was 
Ukraine’s Ambassador to the U.S. Oksana 
Markarova, as well as members of her staff.

The Post 26 Color Guard formation con-
sisted of Darian Diachok, Askold Mosijczuk, 
Volodymyr Stepaniak and Bohdan 
Hetmansky. Leading the Color Guard for-
mation was Post Commander Yaromyr 
Oryshkevych. Immediately behind the 

Color Guard were members of the 
Carpathia Folk Dance Ensemble, and on 
either side escorting the Color Guard were 
members of the Plast Ukrainian Scouting 
Organization in the U.S.  

The parade began at 7th Street and 
Constitution Avenue at 11:45 a.m. and 
ended at 19th Street and Independence 
Avenue at 2 p.m.  Countless times through-
out the parade, for well over two hours, 
spectators from all walks of life and ethnici-
ties could be heard shouting “Glory to 
Ukraine” as the Ukrainian contingent 
marched by. The cheers and show of sup-
port were heartfelt and uplifting for all who 
participated. 

Members of the Ukrainian American Veterans (UAV), Post 26 of Washington, led the 
Ukrainian delegation that marched in the U.S. annual Independence Day parade on 

July 4 in the nation’s capital

Courtesy of Bohdan Hetmansky

Members of the Ukrainian American Veterans (UAV), Post 26 of Washington, led a 
Ukrainian delegation that marched in the U.S. annual Independence Day parade on 
July 4 in the nation’s capital.  Pictured after the march were (from left to right) Askold 
Mosijczuk, Volodymyr Stepaniak, Kateryna Smagliy, the son of Ukraine’s ambassador 
to the U.S., Ukraine’s Ambassador to the U.S. Oksana Markarova, Darian Diachok, 

UAV Post 26 Commander Yaromyr Oryshkevych and Bohdan Hetmansky.

Nazar Kiryk (second from the right), a 
member of Plast Ukrainian Scouting 
Organization, and his friends complete 
the last leg of a half-marathon in Lviv’s 
city center on July 31. Every day in July, 
Mr. Kiryk ran a half-marathon in order 
to raise money for a reconnaissance 
drone that will donated to the Armed 

Forces of Ukraine.

Roman Tymotsko
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 COMMUnItY CHrOnICLe

Ukrainian runners finished second

by Stefan Slutsky

On Sunday, July 31, the New York Road 
Runners (NYRR), an umbrella club for New 
York Metro area runners held its Team 
Championships.

At seven o’clock in the morning, both 
men and women started at the same time. 
3,499 participants, representing 209 run-
ning clubs in and around the city, galloped 
down the hilly paths of Central Park for a 
5-mile race to find out which local running 
club had the fastest athletes. Along the 
entire distance, there were hundreds of 
fans who  cheered for their teammates with 
club or country flags and joyful shouts.

Of course, among the numerous flags 
were the Ukrainian ones and the one of the 
Ukrainian Running Club New York (URC 
NY), which was represented by 54 runners.  
Ukrainian runners were greeted not only 
by their teammates, but also by many 
strangers. Also, many non-Ukrainian ath-
letes ran in T-shirts with inscriptions in 
support of Ukraine.

Both the URCNY men’s and women’s 
teams finished second in Open B division 
with 24 points.

Among URC NY runners, the fastest men 
were Dmytro Molchanov (26:07 – 32nd 
place), Yung Cohen (27:06 – 56th place) 
and Viktor Tymoshchuk (28:05 – 89th 
place); the fastest women were Inna 
Barylchenko (33:12 – 95th place) and 
Tetiana Samokysh (38:28 – 279th place). By 
the way, T. Samokysh competed wearing 
the bib number 1.

After the race, the URC NY team gathered 
for a small picnic, during which a joint pic-
ture was taken. However, soon the joint pic-
ture had to be repeated, because the whole 
Polish Running Club wanted to take a pic-
ture with the Ukrainian colleagues. But joint 
photo session did not end there - every one 
had to line up one more time – this time for 
the request of the NYRR photographer.

*  *  *
Those wishing to learn about URC NY 

events may do so by finding the club page 
on Facebook: facebook.com/URCNY or by 
joining the group facebook.com/
groups/150935869813.

The Polish Running Club stood for a picture with the Ukrainian Running Club New York. 
Stefan Slutsky 

The bib number 1 was given to Tetiana 
Samokysh, a member of the Ukrainian 

Running Club New York.



11THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, AUGUST 7, 2022No. 32



No. 32THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, AUGUST 7, 202212

than 10,000 possible war crimes. Russia 
denies targeting civilians and has denied 
allegations of war crimes. (RFE/RL’s 
Russian Service, with reporting by AFP, AP, 
Reuters and TASS)

Zelenskyy disgusted by Schroeder’s actions

Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy said he found it “disgusting” that 
former leaders of important European 
countries “work for Russia” after former 
German Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder said 
Russia wanted a negotiated solution to the 
war. Russia is currently activating “various 
emissaries” who aim to present “theses 
that the terrorist state allegedly wants 
negotiations,” Mr. Zelenskyy said in his late-

night address on August 3. Mr. Schroeder, a 
friend of Russian President Vladimir Putin, 
said earlier that he had met with the 
Kremlin leader last week in Moscow. “It is 
simply disgusting when former leaders of 
major states with European values work 
for Russia, which is at war against these 
values,” Mr. Zelenskyy said in response. “If 
Russia really, really wanted the end of the 
war, it would not now [send] reserves to 
the south of Ukraine and would not pro-
duce mass graves of murdered innocent 
people on Ukrainian territory,” he said. Mr. 
Schroeder earlier expressed concern over 
the energy crisis sparked by Moscow’s 
invasion of Ukraine and asked the Kremlin 
chief to explain how he sees the situation 
and whether the Nord Stream 2 pipeline 
could be put into operation. Mr. Schroeder 
was also quoted by German media as say-
ing a grain deal signed by Ukraine, Russia, 

Turkey and the United Nations is a “first 
success” and it could be “slowly expanded 
to a cease-fire,” but Ukraine immediately 
poured cold water on that idea. Presidential 
adviser Mykhaylo Podolyak said if Moscow 
wants dialogue, the ball is in its court. “First, 
a cease-fire and withdrawal of troops, then 
constructive [dialogue],” he said on Twitter. 
The Kremlin said in a recap of the meeting 
that Mr. Schroeder discussed obstacles to 
gas supplies to Europe after a recent cut 
that Moscow blames on a turbine in main-
tenance. Germany says it is ready to be 
shipped but that the Russians have yet to 
file paperwork needed to send the turbine 
back. “He [Mr. Schroeder] asked Putin to 
clarify the situation and explain the posi-
tion of the Russian side on the unfolding sit-
uation,” Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov 
told journalists in Moscow on August 3. Mr. 
Peskov said that Putin told Mr. Schroeder 
that the Nord Stream 2 pipeline was ready 
to be used. He also claimed that Russian gas 
supplies have fallen to around 30 million 
cubic meters per day from 167 million 
cubic meters after Poland sanctioned the 
Yamal-Europe pipeline and Ukraine 
stopped flows via one of the routes. Mr. 
Schroeder, chancellor from 1998 to 2005 
who after leaving office was made chair-
man of the board of Russian state-owned 
oil giant Rosneft, has criticized Russia’s war 
in Ukraine but has refused to condemn 
Putin, whom he still calls a close personal 
friend. The Nord Stream 2 pipeline, which 
was recently completed to deliver natural 
gas from Russia to Germany, was heavily 
criticized for deepening Germany’s depen-
dence on Russian energy. The pipeline has 
been blocked from going into operation 
since Russia’s invasion. (RFE/RL, with 
reporting by TASS)

First ship carrying grain passes inspection

The inspection of the first ship carrying 
Ukrainian grain under a United Nations-
brokered deal to resume exports from the 
war-torn country has been completed and 
the vessel is expected to pass through the 
Bosphorus Strait “shortly” as it heads for its 
final destination in Lebanon. The Turkish 
Defense Ministry said on August 3 that the 
inspection was performed by a 20-person 
team from a special joint coordination cen-
ter that boarded the Sierra Leone-
registered Razoni earlier in the day off the 
mouth of the Bosphorus Strait that con-
nects the Black Sea to the Sea of Marmara 
and on to the Aegean Sea. The Razoni, 

which set sail from Odesa early on August 1 
carrying 26,527 tons of corn bound for 
Tripoli, Lebanon, arrived off Turkey’s Black 
Sea coast late on August 2 after a delay 
caused by bad weather. In line with agreed 
procedure, the inspections are not to take 
place in the port of Istanbul but at sea. 
Some 27 vessels have been waiting in three 
Ukrainian ports with cargo and signed con-
tracts, ready to go, according to United 
Nations spokesman Stephane Dujarric. 
Turkish Rear Admiral Ozcan Altunbulak, a 
coordinator at the joint center, said “prepa-
rations and planning” are continuing for 
other ships expected to leave Ukraine’s 
ports. Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy said more time is needed to see 
whether other grain shipments would fol-
low. “Just recently, thanks to the U.N. in 
partnership with Turkey, we had a first 
ship with the delivery of grain, but it’s still 
nothing. But we hope it’s a tendency that 
will continue,” he told students in Australia 
in an online conference. The U.S. State 
Department welcomed news of what it 
called a “significant step, which raises hope 
of bringing the millions of tons of grain 
stuck at Ukraine’s ports to those facing 
food insecurity around the world.” But the 
State Department warned that Russia must 
fulfil its obligations under the agreement 
and end attacks on Ukrainian farmland. 
“This is only a first step, and continued 
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  J u ly  2 1 
U.N.-facilitated deal is essential to bolster 
food security around the world. Russia 
must meet its commitments, including by 
facilitating unimpeded exports of agricul-
tural products from Black Sea ports. Russia 
must also end its attacks that are rendering 
farmland in Ukraine unusable and destroy-
ing agricultural infrastructure,” it said. An 
unnamed senior Turkish official told 
Reuters earlier on August 2 that Ankara 
expects roughly one grain ship to leave 
Ukrainian ports daily as long as the U.N.-
brokered agreement holds. The halt of 
grain shipments from Ukraine, one of the 
world’s biggest grain exporters, contribut-
ed to a spike in food prices and caused con-
cern about countries in the Middle East 
and African receiving enough grain and 
other commodities to feed their popula-
tions. Ukraine blamed a Russian blockade 
of its ports for the halt in grain shipments, 
while Russia blamed mines in the water 
placed by Ukraine as protection from a 
Russian amphibious assault. (RFE/RL, with 
reporting by AFP and Reuters)
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The two women and other relatives of 
Azovstal POWs at Olenivka say they are 
determined to make sure the government 
and the international community do not 
forget their relatives.

“Demonstrations are being held in 
Kyiv demanding the return of our 
heroes,” Anastasia said. “And not only in 
Kyiv. Such demonstrations are being 
organized in other countries so that they 
are not forgotten and so that we get help 

bringing them home.”
“We have seen that the Russians do not 

comply with any rules of warfare,” she 
added. “This was confirmed by [the July 29] 
events, so now we have really begun to 
sound the alarm.”

(RFE/RL correspondent Robert Coalson 
contributed to this report.)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-olenivka-
pows-azovstal-wives/31967760.html).

(Continued from page 4)
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Vinych, Victor S 226 CO
Wagner, Anna 452 IN
Wagner, Mary 053 PA
Waitko� , Helen 125 IL
Walchuk, Katherine 005 NY
Walchuk, Walter 005 NY
Wankewycz, Kataryna 379 IL

Waskul, Michael 292 MI
Waskul, Nicholas 292 MI
Wasylowsky, Olga 221 IL
Wasyluk, Stefania 102 OH
Wayne, Stephanie Katherine 022 IL
Weis, Elizabeth R 113 PA
Wengryniuk, Emily 233 OH
Wesolowsky, J 173 DE
Wijtyk, Maria 362 PA
Wiszczur, Maria 292 MI
Wlasik, Stanley 292 MI
Wojtichinsky, Adam 005 NY
Wojtowycz, Olena 221 IL
Wojtowycz, Olena 399 IL
Wolos, Mary W 083 PA
Wolowych, Anna 102 OH
Woroniak, John 127 NY
Wrask, Anna 096 PA
Wrobel, Mildred 174 OH
Yakima, Irene 292 MI
Yawney, Natalie 047 PA
Zabihacz, Anna 076 NJ
Zabrosky, Alex J 125 IL
Zachariasewycz, Vera 254 CT
Zacharkiw, Irene 292 MI
Zajac, Anna 114 IL
Zapoticzny, Andrew 175 MI
Zapuchlak, Joseph 379 IL
Zaryk, Andrew 055 MD
Zmur, Yaroslawa 039 NY
Zmutyn, Jennie 083 PA

Zobniw, Anna M 320 MD
Zubik, Peter 414 CT

CANADA
Atamanczuk, Albina 498 BC
Bulakowski, Paul 465 QC
Byj, Paul 461 ON
Chorostil, Olga 461 ON
Duda, Iwan 432 ON
Harasym, Michal 461 ON
Kinter, Nancy 432 ON
Kmita, Bernard 434 QC
Kowal, Paul  445 MB
Kowalchuk, Lew  498 BC
Kucyj, Sophie 461 ON
Kulchycky, Maria 434 QC
Lishchynskyj, S 461 ON
Lishchynskyj, Wolodymyr 461 ON
Maga, Olga 407 ON
Marushchak, Hryhorij 461 ON
Melnychenko, Kateryna 461 ON
Nowak, Victor 461 ON
Polonoski, Olga 441 ON
Rusyn, Jurko 461 ON
Skocylak, � eodore 432 ON
Szeremet, Helen 461 ON
Uchacz, Maria 432 ON
Wolosewych, Paul 432 ON
Wowk, Michael 461 ON
Wozniak, Mykola 500 AB
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Journeys of the heart

In Ukraine, only children with special 
needs can be adopted by prospective par-
ents from other countries. These children 
tend to be older. Moreover, as it is some-
times difficult to track down their biologi-
cal parents, children may respond to those 
who want to reach out in different ways.

One adoptee, after years of unsuccessful 
searching for her mother, finally said 
resignedly, “O well, she had her chance.” 
Another simply said, “I just want to know 
she’s ok.”

Applicants who want to adopt Ukrainian 
children are made aware of the history and 
complete medical record of each child. 
Some children may have birth defects, and 
others have physical challenges that 
require long term special care and patience. 
And even under the best of circumstances, 
relocating to a different country is difficult. 
Socialization and adjustment issues with 
new friends and schoolmates can arise.

The families that want to help and adopt 

children are often looking to fill all these 
gaps. Adoptive parents are special people 
with big hearts who open their homes to 
needy children. Raising and guiding adop-
tees takes lots of understanding, devotion 
and patience, but brings with it profound 
rewards. And none of the parents voiced 
the slightest regret.

In the evening, everyone got together to 
share their thoughts and experiences. They 
discussed the differing needs of infant/tod-
dlers and older children in their new land. 
Parents stressed the necessity of being the 
child’s advocate within the school systems. 
And networking with other foreign adop-
tive families connects them with a wider 
community of parents who have adopted 
children. It also provides an avenue where 
parents can go for advice, help and compas-
sionate support.

Next year’s AFW will be dedicated to a 
grand reunion of all the adoptive families 
who have taken part in the program over 
the years.

The weekend’s organizers expressed 
their gratitude to all of the Ukrainian 
credit unions that provided support for 
the event.

(Continued from page 8)

UNF’s...

(Lenta, July 18). Later, the Kremlin even 
claimed that four HIMARS had already 
been destroyed (Deutsche Welle, July 28). 
However, these claims were later refuted 
by Gen. Mark Milley, the chairman of the 
U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff. Mr. Milley coun-
tered that, in reality, at the time of speaking, 
Russia had yet to destroy any of the 
HIMARS now in Ukraine (Business Insider, 
July 22). Meanwhile, according to Ukrainian 
intelligence, groups of Russian special forc-
es have been deployed to Ukraine to focus 
specifically on hunting HIMARS.

Yet, according to Justin Kramp, a military 
expert and head of strategic advisory firm 
Sibylline, despite their early success, 
HIMARS are not a “silver bullet” that alone 
will turn the tide of the war (Deutsche 
Welle, July 28). This perspective is shared 
by Mykola Bielieskov, research fellow at the 
National Institute for Strategic Studies 
under the president of Ukraine. On July 28, 
Mr. Bielieskov wrote that the Guided MLRS 
(GMLRS) munition with 85-kilometer range 
currently used by the AFU is not enough to 
target all Russian military objects in the 
temporarily occupied Ukrainian territories 
and a wider range is needed. Therefore, 
Kyiv urgently needs ATACMS (Army Tactical 
Missile Systems) to liberate the southern 
region. In his opinion, sending ATACMS to 
Ukraine runs no risk of escalation from 
Moscow, which has been shown already by 
the AFU’s use of its own Tochka-U short-
range ballistic missiles (120-kilometer 
range) (Twitter/MBielieskov, July 28).

Furthermore, air supremacy remains a 
critical issue. By launching a counteroffen-
sive, Ukraine first needs to destroy as 
many of the Russian air defense systems as 
possible. On the other hand, Kyiv needs to 
protect its own forces from possible 
Russian airstrikes (Kyiv Independent, July 
19). This requires a strong and multilay-
ered air defense grid. According to Mr. 
Zelenskyy, Ukrainian representatives “have 

not stop[ed] working for a single day to 
obtain an effective air defense system” 
(President.gov.ua, July 20). Kyiv needs 
advanced antiaircraft defense systems, 
such as the IRIS-T, which could be provided 
by Germany before the end of 2022 
(Defense Express, July 27). The first 
Gepard anti-aircraft self-propelled artillery 
units recently arrived to Ukraine, which 
should start to make a difference (Mil.in.
ua, July 25). In truth, air defense is crucial 
not only for future counteroffensives but 
also for protecting civilians, as 70 percent 
of Russian airstrikes have hit civilian 
objects (Livyi Bereh, July 26).

Meanwhile, Ukraine is witnessing an 
information campaign aimed at undermin-
ing weapon supplies from Western coun-
tries. The Kremlin understands the impor-
tance of these Western supplements and 
seeks to limit supply by feigning threats of 
escalation. This disinformation activity 
involves several politicians, experts, media 
personalities and organizations from vari-
ous regions. They specifically push publica-
tions and analysis that claim arming 
Ukraine will pose a major danger for the 
whole of Europe (Bild, July 29). Such efforts 
originate mostly in Germany and France 
and are most likely being directly orches-
trated from Moscow, or at the very least, 
have some link to Russian authorities.

Indeed, the success of future Ukrainian 
counteroffensives depends heavily not only 
on the professionalism of Ukrainian sol-
diers and the speed of new weapons ship-
ments but also on the ability of Ukrainian 
diplomats to more thoroughly explain the 
importance of new, and continued, arma-
ment support to Western leaders. Even so, 
it will be up to Western leaders to display 
the courage necessary to supply Ukrainian 
forces on the front lines with the adequate 
weapon systems and munitions needed to 
drive back Russian forces.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)

Arm Ukraine...

Valya (left), Bohdan (center) and Artem all work on making their own pysanky dur-
ing the Adoptive Families’ Weekend at the Soyuzivka Heritage Center on July 22-24.

Adrian Bryttan
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Yet, such an energy attack is certain to 
backfire severely, as Russia’s own gas 
industry will have to reduce production in 
the winter and many elements of infra-
structure will be damaged beyond repair 
(The Bell, July 25). Moscow tends to overes-
timate the discord among EU member 
states, but Hungary’s dissenting voice can-
not undermine the renewed solidarity of 
the bloc, underpinned by the resolve 
shown by Germany, which is beginning to 
overcome the inhibitions of its traditional 
policy of engagement with Russia 
(Nezavisimaya gazeta, July 27).

Angrily severing multiple ties with 
Europe, Russia cannot gain the desired 
position of leadership in the presumed 
anti-Western and anti-globalist camp 
because most states of the Global South 
believe Moscow’s brutal resolve to use mili-
tary force is a blunder (Rosbalt, July 28). 
The Kremlin has tried to show its under-
standing of concerns about food security by 
accepting the Turkey-backed initiative on 
facilitating the export of Ukrainian grain by 
sea, but the missile strikes on Odesa prove 
the true fragility of this compromise 
(Kommersant, July 29). The Russian gov-
ernment keeps looking for allies in Africa 
(where Foreign Affairs Minister Sergei 
Lavrov traveled last week) and Latin 
America, but its pretenses for sharing anti-
imperialist aspirations have been exposed 
as false by the patently imperialist nature 
of Russia’s attack on Ukraine (Novaya-
gazeta.eu, July 26).

The Russian vision of breaking the U.S.-
designed world order by boldly confronting 
the collective West in Ukraine has been 
compromised by the ambivalent character 
of its much-advertised strategic partner-
ship with China (The Insider, July12). On 
the one hand, Moscow is wary of its grow-
ing dependency on uncertain support from 
Beijing. On the other, the Kremlin is hopeful 
for an escalation of conflict between China 
and the United States centered on Taiwan, 
expecting to find its difficult neighbor, if 
such a situation occurs, more interested in 
upgrading the security aspects of the 
Russian-Chinese partnership (Izvestiya, 
July 29). China, however, prefers to manage 
this conflict on its own terms and frowns 
on every Russian move made toward 
expanding ties with India or Vietnam (Ru.
valdaiclub.com, July 22).

Beijing monitors carefully the course of 

combat operations in Ukraine, but it is par-
ticularly focused on the health of the 
Russian economy, about which official data 
is becoming increasingly harder to find 
(Kommersant, July 28). The government 
led by Russian Prime Minister Mikhail 
Mishustin (who prefers to eschew the offi-
cial war discourse) has managed to stabi-
lize Russia’s financial system, at least tem-
porarily, but can do little to rehabilitate 
industries affected by the cuts of supply 
chains and stoppage of high-tech imports 
(Meduza, July 21). The military-industrial 
complex is portrayed as the main driver of 
growth, but even official reporting, which 
keeps promising wonders in “import sub-
stitution,” admits that there is an accelera-
tion of macroeconomic contraction 
(Nezavisimaya gazeta, July 28). Every 
replacement of Western technological com-
ponents crucial in the production of mod-
ern arms systems by a domestic “solution” 
involves a step back in quality and reliabili-
ty. Thus, industrial degradation has become 
the result of following political orders to 
keep production going and unemployment 
in check (The Insider, July 14).

Russian President Vladimir Putin may 
have only a superficial impression about 
the real situation in the economy and the 
actual posture of the armed forces, but he 
certainly has unshakable convictions about 
Russia’s pivotal role in global affairs – and 
his own role in making history. He cannot 
afford any doubt in the self-serving predic-
tion of the hostile West’s rapid decline and 
remains blind to the consolidation of 
Western unity in the face of Russia’s 
aggression. But Ukraine’s defiance in resist-
ing Putin’s brutal attack is deforming his 
big picture. Russia’s military might is sup-
posed to be unmatched, but the battle for 
Kherson is set to expose Russian forces’ 
obsolescence, ineptness, corruption and 
severe manpower shortages.

The recent naval parade in St . 
Petersburg provided perhaps a moment of 
joy for the anxious commander-in-chief, 
but Putin’s delusions of grandeur are punc-
tured by every encounter with reality, even 
those orchestrated extra carefully by his 
minions. The Russian state ship is slowly 
sinking on the rocks of the Ukraine war, 
causing much turmoil for Moscow’s neigh-
bors and increased turbulence in the global 
arena. And China is not coming to the res-
cue anytime soon.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)

Battle for Kherson...

West must stop pretending Russia is an 
evolving democracy and see Prime Minister 
Putin – apparently the puppet master of 
President Dmitry Medvedev [Putin by that 
point had switched roles and become the 
Russian prime minister while Mr. 
Medvedev was elected president] – for 
what he is (once KGB, always KGB).”

The concerns of the Ukrainian commu-
nity were summarized in the concluding 
words of the editorial. “Russia has a well-
orchestrated plan: it wants to restore its 
empire and reassert its great power. The 
West, quite obviously, does not. In formu-
lating their plan, however, Western leaders 
would do well to remember a phrase 
uttered by Sen. John McCain: ‘We are all 
Georgians.’”

Source: “We are all Georgians,” The 
Ukrainian Weekly, August 17, 2008.

(Continued from page 6)

Turning...

tions when Brussels, among other things, 
targeted Russian coal and 90 percent of 
Russian oil exports to the EU The fallout 
from the nearly monthlong negotiations 
earlier this summer on banning most 
Russian oil by the end of the year, notably 
the tough stance by Hungary to secure 
important carve-outs, has clearly played a 
part in the bloc’s newfound caution.

And while “Russia hawks” like the Baltic 
states and Poland want to push on with 
more measures to keep up the momentum, 
other countries might want to proceed 
more slowly.

It is impossible to gauge the impact of 
the loss of a parliamentary majority for 
French President Emmanuel Macron or 
potential snap Italian elections in 
September, but many EU officials who have 
spoken with this correspondent think such 
things could dampen Brussels’ confidence 
going forward.

Unanimity among the 27 EU member 
states is needed on every new measure. But 
in reality, there are just three big areas left 
to sanction: the remaining pipelined oil, 
nuclear and gas. And all three may be diffi-
cult to target anytime soon.

With soaring electricity prices inside the 
European Union coupled with record-high 
inflation (the European Commission pre-
dicts average annual inflation of 8.3 percent 
in 2022), EU officials speaking privately 
note that Brussels is more likely to focus 
throughout the winter on packages similar 
to the one just adopted than anything that 
might substantially target the Russian 
economy – and by extension the EU’s own 
businesses and households.

Targeting the remaining 10 percent of 
Russian oil requires winning over Hungary 
and other landlocked Central and Eastern 
European states. There could be movement 
on this if the European Commission and 
Hungary overcome various rule-of-law dis-
putes currently blocking billions of euros in 
EU funds earmarked for Budapest.

Homing in on Russian nuclear supplies 
and services could be equally problematic, 
as it would similarly affect Central and 
Eastern Europe disproportionately. Finding 
alternative fuel supplies could prove both 
costly and difficult.

Instead, some have argued that Russian 
gas – used more widely across the EU – 

should be the next target. The recent cut-
off of gas flows via the Nord Stream 1 pipe-
line for “maintenance” work has further 
underlined to Brussels that it needs to 
diversify supplies and eliminate its depen-
dency on Moscow.

It is therefore unsurprising to see mem-
bers of the European Commission jetting 
around the world to strike deals on behalf 
of the entire EU for alternative energy 
sources.

‘Locking Putin in a vice’

European Commission President Ursula 
von der Leyen’s trip to Azerbaijan earlier in 
July should be seen in this light. A memo-
randum of understanding was struck with 
Baku to expand the Southern Gas Corridor. 
As of next year, the route will deliver 12 bil-
lion cubic meters (bcm) of gas annually – 
up from 8 bcm. Similar agreements have 
already been signed or are in the making 
with several Gulf states, Algeria, Norway 
and the United States.

Closer to home, joint EU gas storages 
have been set up that need to be 80 percent 
full by November 1, from the current aver-
age of 64 percent. And in the latest effort to 
limit energy consumption, Brussels has 
proposed a regulation that would set an 
initial voluntary 15 percent reduction tar-
get for gas use in the bloc between August 
1 and March 31 – a target that can become 
mandatory in case of a severe gas shortage.

All of this could pave the way for the 
European Union eventually to sanction 
Russian gas, even though it’s unlikely to 
happen this winter.

In the meantime, we are likely to hear 
more messages from Brussels of the sort 
that EU foreign policy chief Josep Borrell 
conveyed in a recent blog post.

He noted that EU citizens need “strate-
gic patience” when it comes to sanctions, 
as “it may take a long time for them to 
have the desired effect.” Russia, he 
argued, will be “forced to choose 
between butter and guns, locking Putin 
in a vice that is gradually tightening.”

The big question is whether Ukraine 
can afford similar patience with the EU.

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/russia-eu-sanc-
tions-package-winter-ukraine/31956413.
html).

(Continued from page 4)

EU’s latest...

of the Dnipropetrovsk region, the head of 
the regional military administration, 
Valentyn Reznichenko, reported, adding 
that the Russians used grad rockets.

Britain’s Ministry of Defense said in its 
daily intelligence bulletin that Ukraine con-
tinued to hit Russian military targets with 
missile and artillery strikes aimed at 
strongholds, personnel clusters, logistical 
support bases and ammunition depots 
throughout the front line.

British intelligence said that Ukraine’s 
tactic is “highly likely” to damage the 
Russian military’s logistical resupply and 
put pressure on combat support elements.

The bulletin said that Russian forces have 
“almost certainly” installed radar reflectors 
in the water near the Antonivskiy Bridge 
across the Dnieper River that was damaged 
by Ukrainian rockets f ired from 
U.S.-supplied high mobility artillery rocket 
systems (HIMARS). The reflectors are 
meant to hide the bridge from possible 
future strikes, British intelligence suggested.

“This highlights the threat Russia feels 
from the increased range and precision of 

Western-supplied systems,” the bulletin said.
Presidential adviser Oleksiy Arestovych 

said the whole point of the Russian offen-
sive in the east was to force Ukraine to 
divert troops from the area that is truly a 
danger – Zaporizhia.

Russia in March was accused of firing 
shells dangerously close to the Zaporizhia 
nuclear power plant, as its forces took it 
over in the first weeks of the invasion.

U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken 
has accused Moscow of using Ukraine’s 
largest nuclear power plant as a “nuclear 
shield” in attacks on Ukrainian forces.

Russia denies it targets civilians, but 
many towns and cities have been destroyed 
and thousands killed since the start of the 
invasion in late February. Ukraine and its 
Western allies have accused Russian forces 
of war crimes.

(With reporting by Reuters, AP, AFP, dpa, 
CNN and BBC)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-russia-
new-offensive-strike-group-kryvyi-rih-zelen-
skiy/31973198.html).

(Continued from page 1)

Kyiv says...

Presidential adviser Oleksiy Arestovych 
estimated that the Russian attack force 
numbered about 22,000 soldiers and said 
that a “sufficiently large” Ukrainian contin-
gent lay in wait.

Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu 
said Russian forces had destroyed six U.S.-
made HIMARS missile systems since the 
beginning of the conflict in Ukraine, 
Interfax reported.

The Pentagon denied that. Russia regu-
larly says it has hit HIMARS artillery, but 
Moscow not provided any evidence to sup-
port those claims.

(With reporting by Reuters, BBC and 
CNN)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-russia-
invasion-rail-link-kherson-damaged-
himars/31971622.html).

(Continued from page 1)

Ukrainian strike...
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Ukraine’s Olympic Greco-Roman wres-
tling team relocated to Indiana for training 
this summer. The team arrived on July 14 
thanks to the efforts of Indiana Gov. Eric 
Holcomb, who met with a Ukrainian 
ambassador in Washington, D.C., shortly 
after Russia launched a full-scale war on 
Ukraine. Holcomb’s offer to support 
Ukraine at the meeting prompted the 
team’s stay in Indiana. The state of Indiana, 
Indiana Sports Corp. and the South Shore 
Convention and Visitors Authority collabo-
rated to relocate the team.

“We are so happy to play our small part 
in providing these world-class athletes with 
refuge to continue their training in such a 
fantastic facility,” Mr. Holcomb said in an 
official press release. “This confirms what 
we have known all along – that our stron-
gest state’s export has, and always will be, 
our Hoosier Hospitality.”

The team trained at Hammond Central 
High School until August 3. The wrestlers 
were able to use the state-of-the-art high 
school facility, which opened in 2021. It 
consists of a weight room, track, football 
field, gymnasium and pool.

As part of their three-week stay, the 
Ukrainian Olympic Greco-Roman wrestling 
team had joint sessions and meetings with 
local wrestlers. These sessions allowed 
local wrestlers to learn from the Ukrainian 
team and allowed both parties to share 
experiences on and off the mat.

The Ukrainian Olympic Greco-Roman 
wrestlers have a strong history of success 
at the Olympic Summer Games. At the 2020 
Tokyo Olympics, the Ukrainian team ranked 
third with one gold and one silver medal.

“Some of these guys are from the region 
where there’s a war now, a battlefield,” said 

Zhan Beleniuk, who won gold at the Tokyo 
Olympics and serves in Ukraine’s parlia-
ment. “For these guys, it’s a good chance to 
train under normal conditions. It’s very 
important for a sportsman to have good con-
ditions. We came here, stayed in comfortable 
rooms and trained in comfortable facilities,” 
he told The Times of Northwest Indiana.

All travel and arrangements for the ath-
letes and their coaches were made possible 
by a grant provided to the Indiana Sports 
Corp. from the Indiana Economic 
Development Corporation.

The team is in the process of preparing 
for the 2022 World Championships in 
Belgrade, Serbia, scheduled for September 
10-18. Prior to their stay in Indiana, the 
wrestlers trained in western Ukraine in dif-
ferent locations away from the front lines of 
the war. Training was a challenge as the ath-
letes’ primary focus and concentration was 
survival for themselves and their families.

“Now we must present our country 
around the world,” Beleniuk said in a July 
18 interview with nwi.com. “We must tell 
the world about the situation inside the 
country, how Russia is killing our people 
and destroying our civil infrastructure and 
cities. Other countries must support us so 
we can get a big victory in this war. We 
sportsmen have a very important mission – 
not only wrestling, not only winning, but to 
communicate the situation inside our coun-
try, to tell the truth about our nation. 
Russian propaganda creates a lot of fakes 
about Ukraine, and we must destroy these 
fakes and tell the truth. Ukraine is an inde-
pendent country, and we want to make our 
political decision about the future.”

Vladlen Kozliuk, who serves as a mem-
ber of the Ukrainian border patrol, has 

been defending his country from invading 
Russian forces. He is also a member of the 
Ukrainian Greco-Roman wrestling team, 
grappling on the mat with opponents from 
all over the world. In late-March he partici-
pated in the European championships in 
Budapest, Hungary, where he won a bronze 
medal despite not having had a chance to 
practice beforehand. He is one of many 
members of the team who serves in the 
armed forces and only gets to take time off 
to practice or compete.

In many cases, the wrestlers who visited 
the United States were in the country for 
the very first time. In addition to their 
intense training, they enjoyed a whirlwind 

tour of Chicago, which included a Cubs 
baseball game, eating at a Taco Bell and 
enjoying some American southern-style 
barbecue. Doc’s Smokehouse in Edwardsv-
ille, Ill., arranged for a barbecue feast when 
they got word the Ukrainians were limited 
to a $35 per diem to eat. The Olympians ate 
cole slaw, dirty rice, potato salad, beans, 
brisket, pork, sausage and ribs. Reports 
confirmed that there was a line of wrestlers 
with plates piled high in the buffet line.

The Indiana locals said it was heart-
warming and uplifting to feed the Olympic 
athletes. In addition to giving back, it was 

Zhan Beleniuk (on the left), an Olympic gold medalist (87 kg), and Parviz Nasibov, an 
Olympic silver medalist in men’s (67 kg) Greco-Roman wrestling at the 2020 Tokyo 
Olympic Games, are among the Ukrainian Olympic team members training in 

Indiana.

sport.gov.ua, via Wikipedia

Greco-Roman wrestlers move training

(Continued on page 19)

Ukrainian athletes win two medals at World Athletics Championships
by Ihor N. Stelmach

Yevhen Pronin, president of Ukraine’s 
track and field federation, left the front lines 
in the middle of July to accompany some 22 
Ukrainian athletes to the 2022 World 
Championships in Eugene, Ore. Only four 
men and 18 women made it to Oregon, with 
the other 20-plus men unable to attend due 
to military commitments in their country. 
As a result, the short-handed Team Ukraine 
only managed to win two medals.

Those Ukrainians who did compete 
acknowledged the value of being on the 
international stage. Many said participation 
in the competition was physically, mentally 
and psychologically very difficult. The 
Ukrainian athletes wore blue and yellow 
uniforms with Ukraine on their chests. 
With their family, friends and fellow coun-
trymen on the front lines in need of a 
morale boost, the athletes running, jump-
ing or throwing against the world’s best 
helped buoy their compatriots’ spirit. In 
addition, the athletes used the international 
platform to inform and engage a global 
audience about the atrocities occurring in 
their country for the past five months.

The athletes came to win and proudly 
carry the Ukrainian flag onto the podium. 
High-jumper Andriy Protsenko did just that 
after winning a bronze medal on the fourth 
day of the championships. Protsenko left 
his hometown of Kherson three months 
ago after Russian forces occupied the 
region. He left with one bag containing 

what he needed for his two children.
Ukraine’s athletes were also in Oregon to 

heal themselves and help their homeland 
by competing in a world championship. For 
the athletes, it was a personal challenge to 
leave their families, but many said they 
understood how important it was to see 
the Ukrainian flag fly in an international 
competition.

For some in Oregon, it was the ultimate 
thrill of competition with the world’s best 
in a given sport. For others, it was an inter-
national forum to bring attention to the 
bombing destroying much of their country. 
But for many of the Ukrainian athletes, the 
competition also provided a short moment 
during which time they could focus on their 
sport and temporarily forget about the war 
at home. 

In mid-June, Nataliya Strebkova was in 
Kyiv training for the World Athletic 
Championships, running on a road in the 
countryside, while the sound of air raid 
sirens warned of another Russian rocket 
attack. This was the first time in a couple of 
months that Strebkova returned to her 
hometown since the Russian war on 
Ukraine began on February 24. She had 
been training in various European coun-
tries, but felt the urge to come home to see 
her husband and family.

For Pronin, who was set to report back 
to the front lines upon his return to 
Ukraine, the ongoing war in his home coun-
try was similar to the biblical story of David 
and Goliath.

“We are a small country, but I think we 
are a big country in our mind and our 
heart,” he said in a July 19 interview with 
The Oregonian. “I think everything will be 
ok. I think we finish this war in November, 
December. I think in November-December, 
all Ukrainians can come back home. It’s my 
thinking, [in] my mind.”

Training in San Diego

While the war in Ukraine raged, dozens 
of top Ukrainian athletes were training in 
San Diego, Calif., at the city’s Chula Vista 
Elite Athlete Training Center, which hosted 
members of the Ukrainian Athletic 
Federation as they prepared for the 2022 
World Athletics Championships in Eugen, 
Ore., on July 15-24.

Thirty-seven athletes and coaches from 
Ukraine arrived in late June to get ready for 
competition on the world stage. They gath-
ered for intense training that was largely 
overshadowed by the ongoing war in their 
homeland.

The athletes and coaches appreciated 
the tremendous amount of local support 
they received in San Diego.

“Thank God we have such good friends 
like you, like American people who support 
us in our fight, and we understand that we 
are not alone,” said Ukrainian coach Oleksii 
Serdinchenko in a July 8 interview with 
local television station CBS 8.

Hurdler and relay team member Anna 
Ryzhykova said that, up until they came to 
San Diego, she and her team of athletes had 

been separated by war and forced to train 
in different locations.

“Here we are all together, and we feel 
like a family,” she told CBS 8.

Regardless, Ryzhykova admitted that it 
had been quite challenging to concentrate 
on training as war raged on back in 
Ukraine.

“It is really hard mentally, because 24 
hours a day I am worried about my family, 
my friends who are in Ukraine now,” she 
said.

Sprinter Anastasia Bryzgina, from 
Luhansk in eastern Ukraine, said that she 
supports the ban imposed on Russian ath-
letes by World Athletics.

“I honestly wish that they feel nobody 
wants to compete with people who support 
the war … who support killing children,” 
she told CBS 8.

While the Ukrainian athletes’ focus shift-
ed to the competition in the United States, 
they also prayed for peace back home. 
Many said that all they want is to go back 
home to their country, live safely and have 
their lives back.

Russian athletes banned

On July 8, track and field officials con-
firmed that Russians will not be allowed to 
compete at the World Athletics Champion-
ships in Eugene, Ore., from July 15-24 due to 
the war in Ukraine. The federation banned 
Russians from major international events 

(Continued on page 18)
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Denys Berinchyk was on the same 
Ukrainian Olympic boxing team as Vasyl 
Lomachenko, Oleksandr Usyk and Taras 
Shelestyuk. He is equally colorful with his 
crazy ring walks dressed as Mario, Hulk 
and characters from Peaky Blinders. He 
crossed over to bare-knuckle and beat 
Conor McGregor’s friend Artem Lobov. He 
is not that well known in the Western 
world despite his silver winning medal per-
formance at the 2012 London Olympic 
Games.

While Lomachenko and Usyk took their 
talents to the U.S. where they went on to 
become World champions, Berinchyk has 
been boxing at home, fighting only once 
outside of Ukraine in his 16 bouts. During 
that time, he has developed a local reputa-
tion for having some of the more unique 
ring walks in the sport.

Over the course of his six-plus-year 
career, Berinchyk has entered the ring in 
various costumes, including Super Mario, 
The Hulk and a giant teddy bear. His modes 
of transportation have also varied. He has 
used a motorcycle, and he has come to the 
ring as prisoner being transported by 
guards. He has even used suspension 
cables which “flew” him into an arena when 
he was dressed as Superman.

Dressed in the Mario outfit, Berinchyk 
leapt over mushrooms and battled shelled 
creatures on the way to the ring. As Hulk, 

he smashed through three glass panels 
before storming toward the boxing ring.

He is 16-0 (with 9 knockouts) as a pro-
fessional boxer and his career is nearing 
world title contention, although the sum-
mer of 2021 saw him make a move to bare-
knuckle boxing. He faced off with Russian 
Artem Lobov in a July 24 main event of a 
Mahatch FC promotion event that took 
place in Kyiv.

For that bout, Berinchyk kept up his 
unique ring walk tradition, producing a 
special Peaky Blinders inspired entrance. 
The ring was lined with sandbags, adding 
to the bizarre atmosphere. Berinchyk 
forced two standing counts in the contest 
and battled to a victory by stoppage at the 
end of the fourth round.

Berinchyk beats Chaniev in slugfest

World Boxing Organization (WBO) No. 3 
ranked middleweight Denys Berinchyk 
retained his WBO International lightweight 
title for the sixth time in a thrilling 
12-round slugfest against former 
International Boxing Federation (IBF) 135-
pound Russian challenger Isa Chaniev (15-
4, 7 KO) on December 18, 2021, at the Ice 
Palace Terminal in Brovary, Ukraine. The 
unanimous decision for the 33-year-old 
Ukrainian was judged 118-110, 118-111 
and 116-112.

Both boxers wasted little time before 

seriously clobbering each other with 
Berinchyk displaying effective footwork in 
the first round and the 29-year-old Chaniev 
forcing ferocious exchanges in the second. 
Berinchyk switched up his stances and 
threw hard jabs, while his challenger shift-
ed his offense to some awkward punching.

The third round saw Chaniev staggered 
with a major right hand leaving the Russian 
reeling and losing what many guessed was 
a tooth that seemed to fly out of his mouth. 
Round five witnessed some serious back 

and forth between the two fighters. At first, 
Berinchyk wobbled Chaniev, only to have 
the Russian come back later to hurt the 
Ukrainian, reddening his nose.

Rounds six through eight had Chaniev 
setting traps in an attempt to counter 
Berinchyk’s assaults, to little or no avail. By 
the ninth round, both boxers fought in 
spurts with Berinchyk’s attacks much more 
precise and considerably sharper than his 

Berinchyk a colorful character

Members of Ukraine’s 2012 Olympic Boxing Team (foreground, from left to right) 
included Taras Shelestyuk, Oleksandr Usyk, Denys Berinchyk, Vasyl Lomachenko 

and Oleksandr Gvozdyk.

Wikipedia

(Continued on page 19)

shortly after Russia invaded Ukraine in 
February. At the time, World Athletics 
President Sebastian Coe said the unprece-
dented move appeared “to be the only 
peaceful way to disrupt and disable Russia’s 
current intentions and restore peace.”

There are 73 Russian athletes who can 
compete as neutrals, but they cannot enter 
competitions at major international events. 
Among them is reigning Olympic and world 
champion high-jumper Maria Lasitskene, 
who has never lost an international compe-
tition. She expressed her disagreement 
with the decision in an open letter to 
Thomas Bach, president of the Inter-
national Olympic Committee. Lasitskene’s 
top rivals are Ukrainians, and she said she 
still does not know what to say to them or 

how to look them in the eyes. “They and 
their friends and relatives are experiencing 
what no human being should ever have to 
feel,” she told the Associated Press.

Mahuchikh speaks out

Yaroslava Mahuchikh was not only a 
fierce rival of Lasitskene’s, but also a friend 
in the tight circle of elite women’s high 
jumping. Russia’s invasion of Ukraine 
altered those dynamics in a big way. 
Mahuchikh offered no compassion for the 
absent Lasitskene at the World Athletics 
Championships, stating that there was no 
place for “Russian killers.”

The Ukrainian gained global prominence 
last March in Belgrade by winning a gold 
medal at the World Indoor Championships. 
In order to compete there, the 20-year-old 
endured a “total panic” three-day car ride 
from her eastern Ukrainian home city of 
Dnipro.

Her stunning performance for gold in 
Serbia earned her a hand-written letter of 
thanks and admiration from World 
Athletics President Sebastian Coe, who pre-
sented her with the gold medal.

Mahuchikh expressed no sympathy for 
her rival’s plight, citing the Russian’s 
silence after Russian launched a full-scale 
war on Ukraine. She did not agree with 
Lasitskene’s appeal to compete because 
she’s Russian when her countrymen are 
dying “because they’re Ukrainian.” 
Mahuchikh was terse with her statement 
that she does not want to see killers on the 
track and too many Ukrainian sportsmen 
have already died in the war.

She insisted that she was very motivated 
to get a good result for the Ukrainian peo-
ple back home. Her good news was the sil-
ver medal she earned. She narrowly missed 
out on the gold medal, which was surpris-
ingly won by Australia’s Eleanor Patterson 
who had one fewer miss than Mahuchikh.

Athletes granted exceptions

Seven Ukrainian athletes received spe-
cial exemptions from international doping 
authorities allowing them to compete in 
the World Athletics Championships in 
Eugene, Ore., from July 15-24 despite not 
having been tested enough because of the 
war with Russia.

The Athletes Integrity Unit (AIU) 
announced on July 15 that the other 15 
Ukrainians, along with 134 athletes from 
five other countries categorized as “high 
risk” due to poor testing protocols, were 
entered into the championships. None of 
the athletes were excluded.

At the Olympics last year, 20 athletes 
were barred from participating under “Rule 
15,” which was designed to bring Ukraine, 
Bahrain, Ethiopia, Kenya, Morocco, Nigeria 
and Belarus into compliance with global 
testing rules.

The main requirement was for athletes 
from the so-called “Category A” countries to 

undergo at least three no notice, out-of-
competition tests no less than three weeks 
apart in the 10 months leading up to the 
world championships.

The AIU said that seven Ukrainian ath-
letes did not meet those requirements, but 
because of the war and “extraordinary 
efforts from the Ukrainian National Anti-
Doping Organization and federation to 
arrange testing, an exception should apply.”

Most Ukrainian athletes had been train-
ing away from home for several months. 
The seven who were given exceptions were 
not named, and were subject to at least two 
tests before competing.

(Continued from page 17)

Ukrainian athletes...

Andriy Protsenko, seen at the 2019 European Indoor Athletics Championships in 
Glasgow, Scotland, won a bronze medal in men’s high jump at the 2022 World 

Athletics Championships held in Eugene, Ore., on July 15-24.

Wikipedia

Yaroslava Mahuchikh, winner of a silver 
medal in women’s high jump at the 2022 
World Athletics Championships, held on 
July 15-24 in Eugene, Ore., as seen at the 
2020 Tokyo Summer Olympics, where 

she won an Olympic bronze medal.

noc-ukr.org
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Through August 29 Exhibit, “Bridge to Independence: Photo, Poster, Philately,
Chicago Bonistics,” with works by Grzegorz Litynski and Yaroslav
 Nestor, Ukrainian National Museum, 
 www.ukrainiannationalmuseum.org

August 14 Ukrainian Independence Day Picnic, Ukrainian American 
Sunnyvale, CA Coordinating Council, Baylands Park, info@uaccusa.org

August 18 Concert for Ukraine, featuring Skai from Ukraine, 
Philadelphia Fabrika, https://moloko.ticketleap.com

August 18 Presentation by Yuri Yanchyshyn, “Ukrainian Culture at 
Somerset, NJ  Risk– Again: AConservator’s Perspective,” Ukrainian
 History and Education Center, www.ukrhec.org

August 19-20 Performance, “Radio 477!” by Serhiy Zhadan, with music
Chatham, NY  by Anthony Coleman and directed by Virlana Tkacz, Yara
 Arts Group, PS21 Open Air Pavilion Theater, 
 www.yaraartsgroup.net

August 20 Concert celebrating Ukraine’s 31st anniversary of
Chicago independence, Ukrainian Congress Committee of America,
 Chicago Navy Pier, www.uccaillinois.org   

August 20-21 Ukrainian festival, Ukrainian Homestead of CEC ODWU, 
Lehighton, PA  610-377-4621 or www.ukrhomestead.com

August 21 Together With Ukraine, divine liturgy and festival, 
Philadelphia Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of the Immaculate 
 Conception, www.ukrcathedral.com or 215-627-0143

August 21 Ukrainian Independence Day Celebration, St. Sophia
Dallas/  Ukrainian Catholic Church, daria1215@varizon.net
Ft. Worth, TX

August 24 Flag raising celebrating Ukraine’s independence, Ukrainian 
Chicago Congress Committee of America – Illinois Division,
 Richard J. Daley Center, www.uccaillinois.org

August 24 Performance, Zapovid: Underground, to benefit displaced
Toronto persons from Ukraine, Ukrainian Canadian Congress
 (Toronto Branch), BCU Foundation, Lower Bay Subway
 Station, https://zapovid-underground.eventbrite.com

August 24 Ukrainian Independence Day flag-raising celebration, 
Binghamton, NY Binghamton City Hall, 607-798-9148 or LMZobniw@aol.om

August 25 Film screening, “Recovery Room” by Adriana Luhovy, and
Knowlton, Quebec  “Genocide Revealed” by Yurij Luhovy, 2022 Knowlton
 Film Festival of Cinema, 514-910-5756 or
 www.recoveryroomthemovie.com

August 27 Boston Ukrainian Festival, Ukrainian Congress Committee
Boston of America, Boston University, www.skyphilanthropy.org
 
August 28 Ukrainian Folk Festival, celebrating Ukraine’s 31st 
Horsham, PA anniversary of renewed independence, Ukrainian American
 Sport Center – Tryzub, www.tryzub.org or 267-664-3857

August 31 Film screening, “Mr. Jones,” Philadelphia Film Society,
Philadelphia 267-239-2941

September 2-5 Family Fest, All Saints Camp, 724-867-5811 or 
Emlenton, PA josho@allsaintscamp.org

September 10 Classic car show for Ukraine, Classic Auto Mall, 
Morgantown, PA 703-477-9899 or johnny1957@ptd.net

September 10 Golf tournament, Ottawa Ukrainian Golf Association,
Ottawa  Canada-Ukraine Foundation, The Meadows Golf and Country
 Club, www.facebook.com/ottawa-ukrainian-golf-association 

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

an excellent way to showcase northwest 
Indiana, especially the world-class training 
facilities there.

When the Ukrainian wrestlers win med-
als at future championships and Olympics, 
the people of northwest Indiana will know 
they played a part. The Ukrainian National 
Team is now competing for something 
much bigger than just the sport of wres-
tling. The Ukrainians are fighting for their 
lives.

Charity hosts disabled  
veteran athletes

Blind Veterans U.K. Center of Wellbeing 
in Ovingdean, England, is hosting 30 dis-
abled Ukrainian athletes and their support 
staff, allowing them to train before compet-
ing at the Warrior Games on August 16-29 
in Orlando, Fla. The military charity with a 
base in Sussex is also facilitating their train-
ing by working with local clubs and sports 
grounds.

Since the Ukrainian team was able to 
transport only minimal training equipment 
and clothing, Blind Veterans U.K. reached 
out to area organizations and individuals 
for support in the form of donations or 
loans of needed items. Cycling and golf 
clothing, shoes, swimming goggles, air 
rifles, archery equipment and hand bikes 
for training comprised the need list. The 
team also needed a local swimming pool.

Chief Executive of Blind Veterans U.K., 
Maj. Gen. (retired) Nick Caplin, who recent-
ly returned from visiting Ukraine, spoke 
with Charity Today on July 8.

“We are proud to be doing what we can to 
support these athletes, many of whom are 
still serving in the war as we speak,” Caplin 
said. “Although our hosting of the athletes 
is separate to our planned long-term work, 

it follows our signing of a Memorandum of 
Understanding between Blind Veterans 
U.K., our research sister charity Bravo 
Victor and the Ukrainian government. Both 
charities have made a declaration to sup-
port Ukraine in the provision of sight loss 
rehabilitation services and research.”

“Our staff at Brighton and across the 
charity really are going above and beyond 
to ensure everything is ready for us to host 
the Ukrainian team, and we are also getting 
great support from local organizations, 
including Brighton University, the Sussex 
Bears Wheelchair Basketball Team, 
Burgess Hill Golf Centre, Brighton and Hove 
Buses and Unbarred Brewery, and we 
thank them wholeheartedly,” Caplin said.

The Ukrainian athletes will train to com-
pete in various events, among them athlet-
ics, cycling, archery and golf, with competi-
tors ranging from previous gold-medal 
winners to those who have yet to compete 
internationally.

Aside from providing an opportunity to 
train, Bravo Victor was planning to begin 
conducting research with the Ukrainian 
veterans.

Chief Scientific Officer of Bravo Victor, 
Prof. Renata Gomes said, “We have unique 
and exclusive access with the permission of 
the Ukrainian government to carry out a 
body of work aimed at understanding past, 
current and future needs of the Ukrainian 
veteran population. This is a great opportu-
nity to do some foundational work.”

“We are delighted to play an active role 
in supporting the team achieve their sport-
ing goals and, in addition, undertake some 
initial research that will ultimately help 
deliver rehabilitation and service provision 
for injured veterans, wounded civilians and 
their families back home in Ukraine,” Ms. 
Gomes said.

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@
sfgsports.com.

(Continued from page 17)

Greco-Roman...

foe’s attacks. Berinchyk kept up the aggres-
sion in the 10th, stalking a tired Chaniev 
around the ring. The final two rounds were 
in Berinchyk’s favor and he finished the 
fight strong, rocking his challenger one last 
time with 45 seconds left.

Berinchyk-Chaniev was the main event 
of the evening and was arranged at the 
local Ice Palace Terminal by Alexander 
Krasyuk of K2 Ukraine Promotions.

Shelestyuk makes career move

Probellum, a new boxing promotion and 
media company launched in late September 
2021, signed undefeated Ukrainian welter-
weight boxer Taras Shelestyuk to a deal in 
October of last year. Shelestyuk (19-0, 11 
KO) enjoyed immense success as an ama-
teur, winning a bronze medal at the 2012 
Olympics in London and claiming a gold 
medal at the 2011 World Amateur 
Championships in Baku, Azer baijan. In sign-
ing with Probellum, Shelestyuk hopes to 
achieve greater success as a professional 
boxer.

What sets Probellum apart from other 
boxing promoters is its global brand. 
Boxing promotion companies have tradi-
tionally focused on one market, rarely stag-
ing fights beyond their primary area of 
focus. Probellum aims to take a global 
approach to the sport, using alliances in dif-
ferent territories like Europe, the Eastern 
Bloc, Asia, Middle East and Africa, among 
others, in an attempt to unify a fragmented 
industry.

Boxing in Ukraine has become popular 
with Usyk becoming heavyweight champi-
on and Lomachenko resuming his ranking 
as arguably the best pound-for-pound 
fighter in the world. The hope is that 
Shelestyuk will be given opportunities to 

demonstrate his boxing talents and join his 
Ukrainian Olympic teammates at the 
sport’s elite level.

Since turning pro in 2013, Shelestyuk 
has performed very well in the 147-pound 
division, winning several belts including 
the World Boxing Association (WBA) Inter-
continental and World Boxing Organiz-
ation’s  (WBO) North American Boxing 
Organization titles. All of Shelestyuk’s 19 
pro fights have taken place in the United 
States – the 35-year-old awaits a chance to 
compete on the global stage after teaming 
up with Probellum. He was a world cham-
pion as an amateur and wants to become a 
world champion as a professional.

Shelestyuk KOs Espana

On October 16, 2021, at the Oasis Hotel 
Complex in Cancun, Quintana Roo, Mexico, 
a pair of 148-pound fighters battled it out 
in a 10-round boxing match. One of the 
undercards featured Ukrainian Shelestyuk 
versus Venezulean Ernesto Espana. This 
was Shelestyuk’s first fight in almost two 
years and he defended his perfect record, 
powerfully knocking out his 40-year-old 
challenger. Shelestyuk dominated the bout 
from the very first round, as his opponent 
somehow survived a non-stop barrage of 
powerful attacks until the very last round. 
Espana finally broke down after being 
pounded by a heavy left-right combination 
of punches and landing on the ropes at 
2:45 of the 10th round.

Shelestyuk improved to 19-0, 11 KO, 
while Espana dropped to 31-3-1. The last 
time Shelestyuk entered the ring was in 
January 2020 when he defeated Luis 
Alberto Verona by unanimous decision. 
Shelestyuk was originally scheduled to 
fight 22-year-old Ricardo Salas Rodriguez 
from Mexico.

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@
sfgsports.com.

(Continued from page 18)

Berinchyk...
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