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by Roman Tymotsko

LVIV – Pro-Russian collaborators in Ukraine’s 
Zaporizhia region announced plans to hold a pseudo-
referendum “on joining the Russian Federation” on 
the seized lands of the region. The announcement for-
malized Russia’s intention to annex another part of 
Ukrainian territory after it similarly annexed 
Ukraine’s Crimean Peninsula in 2014.

Ukrainian intelligence reported that Russian occu-
piers plan to organize referendums on the captured 
territories of the Kherson and Zaporizhia regions on 
September 11.

However, Russian authorities do not have enough 
voters to hold such referendums, Ukraine’s Southern 
Defense Forces said.

On August 8, former Ukrainian member of parlia-
ment and alleged Russian collaborator Yevhen 
Balytskyy, whom the occupation authorities call the 
“governor of the Zaporizhia region,” announced his 
intention to hold a referendum on the territories of 
the region captured by Russia. He signed an order to 
start preparations for a referendum on the region 
joining Russia.

As a result, Russian authorities held a forum, titled 
“We Together with Russia,” in Melitopol.

Russian forces claimed without evidence that they 
gathered “more than 700 representatives from the 
entire region” for the forum.

They held a similar forum, “We Together with 
Russia,” at the end of July in the captured territories of 
the Kherson region. But they issued no specific state-
ments about a referendum there.

The press secretary for Russia President Vladimir 
Putin, Dmitrii Peskov, said it was not Russia that was 
going to hold referendums in the occupied territories 
of Zaporizhia and the Kherson region. He said such 
referendums would be held by the local populations 
in those regions.

On August 7, during his evening address to the 
country, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
said that, in the event that any referendums were 
held in the occupied territories of southern Ukraine, 
Kyiv would cease negotiating with Moscow.

“The position of our state remains the same as 
before: we will not give anything of ours. And if the 
occupiers follow the path of these pseudo-referen-
dums, they will close for themselves any possibility of 
negotiations with Ukraine and the free world, which 
the Russian side will definitely need at a certain 
point,” Mr. Zelenskyy said.

The president also warned Ukrainians that any indi-
vidual found to have helped Russian forces in any way 
would be punished for collaborating with the enemy.

Earlier, Verkhovna Rada Speaker Ruslan Stefanc-
huk said that a referendum held by Russia would not 
be legitimate, regardless of the format in which it was 
held.

“Any expression of will on the territory of Ukraine 
can be carried out only within limits and in the ways 
provided for by the law of Ukraine,” Mr. Stefanchuk 
wrote.

Russia preparing to hold  
pseudo-referendums  

in occupied south

(Continued on page 5)

RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service

Heavy fighting has been reported around the eastern 
Ukrainian town of Pisky, some 10 kilometers northwest of 
the city of Donetsk.

“It is hot in Pisky,” wrote Danil Bezsonov, a member of a 
Russia-backed separatist group that calls itself the Donetsk 
People’s Repub lic, on Telegram early on August 11. “The 
town is ours, but there remain scattered pockets of resis-
tance in its north and west.”

Ukrainian officials said their troops still control the 
town. Presidential adviser Oleksiy Arestovych said in an 
interview that Russian forces had tried to move into Pisky 
“without success.”

Neither report could be independently verified.
After forcibly annexing Ukraine’s Crimea region in 2014, 

Moscow fomented separatist movements in parts of east-
ern Ukraine’s Donetsk and Luhansk regions, collectively 
known as the Donbas.

The Kyiv-backed governor of the Luhansk region, Serhiy 
Hayday, said in an interview on August 10 that Russia had 
boosted its forces in the area, including by sending in a 
large number of mercenaries from the Wagner group, a 
private security company with close ties to the Kremlin.

Also on August 10, there was heavy shelling in the 
Dnipropetrovsk region.

Intense fighting reported in Donetsk,  
as concerns mount over security of nuclear plant

(Continued on page 5)

Kyiv rebukes Amnesty International  
report on Ukrainian military tactics

by Roman Tymotsko

LVIV – Ukrainian officials, among them President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy, strongly rebuked a recent report 
by the human rights organization Amnesty International, 
in which the organization stated that the Ukrainian mili-
tary is endangering the civilian population in Ukraine by 
creating military bases and placing weapons in schools 
and hospitals.

Mr. Zelenskyy called Amnesty’s report subjective and 
said it was looking to pin blame for the full-scale war 
launched by Russia on Ukraine and its military.

“We saw a report from Amnesty International, which, 
unfortunately, tries to absolve the terrorist state and shift 
the responsibility from the aggressor to the victim. There is 
and cannot be – even hypothetically – any condition under 
which any Russian attack on Ukraine becomes justified,” 
Mr. Zelenskyy said.

“Aggression against our state is unprovoked … and 
frankly an act of terrorism,” Mr. Zelenskyy said.

Oksana Pokalchuk, the head of Amnesty International’s 
Ukrainian office, resigned in response to a report pub-
lished by the organization that has been criticized by 

Ukrainian and Western officials.

Courtesy of Pokalchuk

(Continued on page 11)

Ukraine is deploying its relatively new, locally built Bureviy multiple-launch rocket systems (MLRS) against 
Russian targets near Kharkiv. The Bureviy (Stormy, or Hurricane) is a modernized version of the Soviet Uragan 

system. 

Serhii Nuzhnenko, RadioSvoboda.org via RFE/RL
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Massive destruction at air base on Crimea

A Russian air base on Ukraine’s annexed 
Crimean Peninsula suffered massive 
destruction in several explosions on August 
9, satellite imagery made available on 
August 10 shows. The Russian Navy’s Saki 
Air Base near the village of Novofedorivka 
lost at least nine military aircrafts, includ-
ing SU-30SM fighters and SU-24M bomb-
ers, an RFE/RL analysis of before-and-after 
images published by Planet Labs indicates. 
Several buildings on the base that may have 
housed ammunitions were destroyed as 
well. Russia has been using the Saki Air 
Base, located on the western side of Crimea, 
to regularly strike Ukrainian territory since 
it launched a full-scale war on the country 
on February 24. The exact cause of the 
August 9 explosions is unknown. Uniden-
tified Ukrainian officials have told U.S. 
media that their armed forces were respon-
sible for the explosions but did not give fur-
ther details. Russia’s Defense Ministry has 
denied the base was attacked, blaming the 
explosions on a “violation of fire safety 
requirements.” However, the August 10 sat-
ellite images show several large craters of 
similar size indicating it was hit by multiple 
strikes. Military analysts called the destruc-
tion a huge blow for Russia and a psycho-
logical win for Ukraine. Videos posted to 
social media on August 9 show several 
explosions at the base and billows of thick, 
gray smoke rising into the sky. Homes, cars 
and other objects in the vicinity of the base 
were damaged, with windows blown out. 
The Russia-appointed head of Crimea said 
on August 9 that the blasts killed one per-
son and injured 14. Sergei Aksyonov also 
said at least 80 buildings were damaged. 
Analysts said aircraft at the base that sur-
vived the explosion are probably damaged. 
There were as many as 30 military aircraft 
at the base on August 9, according to the 
satellite images. Robert Lee, a military ana-
lyst, said Russia lacked hangars for their 
aircraft at Saki. Many of the planes would 
have survived the explosion had Russia 
built hardened aircraft shelters, he said in a 
tweet. If Ukraine were behind the explo-
sions, it would be Kyiv’s first major attack 
on Russian forces in Crimea, which Moscow 
annexed in 2014. It would also show that 
Ukraine has the technical capability for a 
long-distance strike and the ability to catch 

Russia off guard, said Volodymyr Dubovyk, 
a professor of international relations at 
Mechnikov National University in Odesa. 
(RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service)

Kyiv grateful for payment freeze on debt

Ukrainian Finance Minister Serhiy Mar-
chenko says a deal to freeze payments on 
billions of dollars of overseas debt owed by 
Ukraine is a testament to investors’ willing-
ness to support Kyiv. “Thanks to the soli-
darity with Ukraine shown by the private 
investor community along with the official 
public sector, we will be able to meet the 
needs of the state budget of the country in 
war(time),” Mr. Marchenko said in a state-
ment. Ukraine’s overseas creditors earlier 
on August 10 backed its request for a two-
year freeze on payments on almost $20 bil-
lion in international bonds. According to a 
regulatory filing, bondholders have agreed 
to postpone sovereign interest and capital 
payments for 13 Ukrainian sovereign 
bonds maturing between 2022 and 2033. 
Ukraine said it would save around $5 bil-
lion over the next 24 months as it manages 
its dwindling financial resources. The move 
also allows the war-torn country to avoid a 
debt default. Ukraine is experiencing a 
monthly fiscal shortfall of $5 billion and is 
therefore heavily reliant on foreign financ-
ing from Western allies and multilateral 
lenders such as the International Monetary 
Fund and the World Bank to keep govern-
ment services going. The United States said 
this week it would provide an additional 
$4.5 billion to Ukraine’s government, bring-
ing to $8.5 billion its total budgetary sup-
port since Moscow launched its full-scale 
invasion on February 24. (RFE/RL, based 
on reporting by Reuters)

Russia seeks U.N. Security Council meeting

A Russian envoy to the United Nations 
says Moscow has requested a meeting of 
the U.N. Security Council on August 11 to 
discuss issues concerning the Zaporizhia 
nuclear power plant, which its troops 
seized early in the five-month-old invasion 
of Ukraine. First Deputy Permanent 
Representative to the U.N. Dmitry 
Polyansky also confirmed on August 10 
that Russia wanted the head of the U.N.’s 

(Continued on page 10)

 NEWS ANALYSIS

by Pavel K. Baev
Eurasia Daily Monitor

The meeting in Sochi, Russia, on August 
5 between Russian President Vladimir 
Putin and Turkish President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan was more than just another chap-
ter in the long track record of bargaining 
and testing the limits of mutual patience 
between the two leaders. Putin’s war on 
Ukraine has badly damaged Russia’s inter-
national positions, and Mr. Erdogan can 
harvest benefits from transactional maneu-
vering in the margins of Moscow’s confron-
tation with the West. The Turkish president 
has become an indispensable interlocutor 
for the Russian leader, who has not 
received a habitual phone call from French 
President Emmanuel Macron since late 
May and only rarely is granted the privilege 
of a conversation with Chinese President Xi 
Jinping. Mr. Erdogan decided not to stay for 
dinner in Sochi and cancelled the planned 
joint press conference, which he usually 
enjoys for dropping a sensationalist remark 
or two, leaving commentators guessing 
about the real outcome of the four-hour 
talks (Kommersant, August 6).

Energy matters were the main topic of 
conversation, but this was not a particular-
ly rich agenda as Turkey remains exempt 
from Russia’s policy of manipulating the 
deliberately created gas crisis in Europe 
(Riddle Russia, August 3). Russian media 
emphasized the point in Turkey’s agree-
ment to pay for imported gas partly in 
rubles, but the scheme for converting the 
cash flow into this tightly regulated curren-
cy has long been effectuated (Izvestiya, 
August 5). Moscow is truly interested in 
new channels for circumventing Western 
sanctions, particularly on imports of tech-
nologies for its defense-industrial complex, 

and Turkey offers plentiful opportunities 
for various murky deals (Nezavisimoe 
voennoe obozrenie, August 4). Putin is per-
fectly aware of the depth of the unfolding 
economic and financial crisis in Turkey, 
which to a large degree is a result of Mr. 
Erdogan’s misguided dirigisme, and the 
Russian leader is eager to press this oppor-
tunity (Moskovsky komsomolets, August 
5). He is also keen to exploit Mr. Erdogan’s 
personal interest in the construction of the 
Akkuyu Nuclear Power Plant, where 
Rosatom has orchestrated new delays 
(Kommersant, August 5).

One success story that both leaders seek 
maximum credit for is the opening of the 
“grain corridor,” through which long-block-
aded ships loaded with corn and sunflower 
oil finally started to leave the Odesa ports 
headed for Istanbul (The Moscow Times, 
August 3). These irregular shipments are 
certainly nowhere close to an exhaustive 
solution to the global food crisis, but Putin 
can at least pretend that he has taken to 
heart the concerns of the Global South 
about his weaponization of the grain trade 
(Svoboda.org, August 5). Mr. Erdogan can 
demonstrate to the United States and key 
European states that his mediation based 
on Turkey’s abstention from the sanctions 
regime against Russia bears tangible fruits 
and can present an appropriate platform 
for future peace negotiations (Novaya-
gazeta.eu, August 3). The Turkish leader 
has earned no small amount of goodwill in 
Washington, D.C., and Brussels by consent-
ing to Finland and Sweden’s accession to 
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO), much to Moscow’s disappoint-
ment, and now Mr. Erdogan hopes to capi-
talize on his gas-and-grain diplomacy 

Erdogan and Putin cordially probe 
one another’s faults and failures
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by Vadim Shtepa
Eurasia Daily Monitor

In May, the first Forum of the Free 
Nations of Russia was held in Warsaw and 
the second was held in Prague at the end of 
July. The latter gathering saw the adoption 
of the Declaration on the Decolonization of 
Russia (Freenationsrf.org, accessed August 
9). Representatives of more than 30 
Russian regions (national republics and 
oblasts), mainly living in exile, took part in 
these events, in person and virtually. The 
forum was originally organized by 
Ukrainian, Polish and Lithuanian non-gov-
ernmental organizations.

This is an extremely significant event 
that takes Russian protests against the re-
invasion of Ukraine to a whole new level. It 
is known that Russian political opposition 
leaders in exile (Garry Kasparov, Mikhail 
Khodorkovsky and supporters of Alexei 
Navalny, who is currently imprisoned) 
actively oppose the war. They believe that it 
would be enough to change the “Kremlin 
tsar.” But participants at the forum went 
even further: They argued that the war on 
Ukraine itself and the Kremlin’s policy of 
imperial revanchism in general only 
became possible due to Moscow’s strict 
centralization, when federalism – political, 

economic and cultural – was abolished in 
President Vladimir Putin’s Russia. This pre-
determined the country’s return to the 
“imperial track.” Forum participants were 
strongly in favor of the decolonization of 
Russia and even introduced the term “post-
Russian,” analogous to “post-Soviet,” which 
appeared frequently in 1991.

The forum’s press release stated: “We 
stand for the transition from an authoritari-
an imperial state to a voluntary agreement 
of free, independent and democratic coun-
tries that can provide a decent standard of 
living for their own citizens, as well as sus-
tainable peace in Eurasia. The forum partic-
ipants intend to discuss specific technolo-
gies for the political transformation of the 
post-Russian space – including its demili-
tarization with the complete rejection of 
the nuclear arsenal, which in no way con-
tributes to economic development but only 
awakens the imperial ambitions of the 
Kremlin authorities. But the peoples and 
regions of Russia, on the contrary, are inter-
ested in modern development, which the 
imperial power deprives from us. The new 
states will need peaceful and good neigh-
borly relations with European countries 
and international recognition” (Region.

Responding to Moscow’s imperial revanchism, 
a “post-Russia” Forum is born

(Continued on page 12)
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with its line that NATO – and the United 
States in particular – is to blame for provok-
ing Russia into attacking its neighbor.

In early February, Mr. Xi and Russian 
President Vladimir Putin declared a “no 
limits” partnership between their two 
countries. While Beijing has carefully cali-
brated its outward support during the con-
flict, it has also supplied a financial lifeline 
to Russia through continued trade and pro-
vided diplomatic cover for Moscow at inter-
national bodies like the United Nations.

Ukraine’s Foreign Affairs Ministry did 
not reply to RFE/RL’s request for comment 
about Kyiv’s China outreach.

Prior to the war, Ukraine looked to build 
strong economic ties with Beijing as it reori-
ented its economy away from Russia and 
looked to balance what it saw as an overreli-
ance on the West for support. In 2013, Mr. Xi 
and then-President Viktor Yanukovych 
signed an agreement under which China 
would protect Ukraine in the event of a 
nuclear attack, a deal that has received new 
scrutiny following Russia’s invasion.

Ties were strained in 2021 when 
Ukraine blocked Chinese investors from 
acquiring the Ukrainian aerospace compa-
ny Motor Sich, reportedly due to lobbying 
from Washington, which wanted to block 
China from acquiring valuable military 
technologies from the Ukrainian firm.

An RFE/RL investigation that same year 

also found that Ukraine bowed to Chinese 
pressure to remove its name from an inter-
national statement about human rights 
abuses against Uyghurs and other Muslim 
minorities in China’s western Xinjiang 
region. Beijing had threatened to limit trade 
and withhold access to COVID-19 vaccines 
from Kyiv.

Mr. Poita, the Ukrainian analyst, says that 
despite Beijing’s unwillingness so far to 
break from Moscow, some officials in Kyiv 
still believe that Ukraine’s own China links 
could bear fruit.

“Even with all the bilateral documents 
between Ukraine and China, it looks like 
this partnership has collapsed,” Mr. Poita 
said. “Ukraine’s best hope now is just that 
China does not provide military or other 
direct assistance to Russia.”

Beijing and Moscow’s bonds

The war in Ukraine has also shifted how 
Beijing and Moscow see each other and the 
West, according to Bonny Lin and Jude 
Blanchette of the Center for Strategic and 
International Studies. In a recent article 
published in Foreign Affairs magazine, they 
argued that China could adopt a more 
aggressive foreign policy as a result of 
events in Ukraine.

“A final component of China’s foreign-pol-
icy rethink concerns military force. Beijing 
believes that the West is incapable of under-

standing or sympathizing with what it views 
as legitimate Russian security concerns,” Ms. 
Lin and Ms. Blanchette wrote. “There is no 
reason for China to assume that the United 
States and its allies will treat China’s con-
cerns any differently. Because diplomacy is 
not effective, China may need to use force to 
demonstrate its resolve.”

China fired multiple missiles around 
Taiwan and began live-fire military exercis-
es following an August 3 visit by U.S. House 
of Representatives Speaker Nancy Pelosi to 
the self-ruled island that Beijing claims as 
its own territory.

In response to the growing tensions, the 
Kremlin offered strong support to China 
and what it called its right to hold drills off 
the coast of Taiwan. Moscow also blamed 
Washington for fueling the crisis.

Research by the German Marshall Fund’s 
Alliance for Securing Democracy found that 
Ms. Pelosi’s trip became the focus of 
Russian propaganda. During a 48-hour 
time frame coinciding with her visit, 
Taiwan overtook Ukraine and became the 
second-most mentioned country by 
Russian officials and state media on Twitter, 
trailing only Russia.

“[Russian propaganda] used [Ms.] 
Pelosi’s trip to paint the United States as an 
aggressive and reckless power and they 
framed China as a victim that was justified 
in safeguarding its interests,” Joseph 
Bodnar, an analyst at the Alliance for 
Securing Democracy, told RFE/RL.

For Ukraine, the added tensions over 
Taiwan – and between China and the 
United States – point to a shrinking likeli-
hood that Beijing is willing to use its influ-
ence to pressure Russia or take Ukrainian 
interests into consideration, Mr. Poita said.

“This growing competition means that 
Russia is too important for China to aban-
don for the time being,” he said. “Perhaps 
it’s time for Ukraine to have a broader dis-
cussion about China and destroy these illu-
sions about it that still seem to exist.”

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-can-china-
outreach-work/31980753.html).

Can Ukraine’s China outreach actually work?
by Reid Standish

RFE/RL

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelens-
kyy has been unable to secure a direct line 
with China’s Xi Jinping since Russia invaded 
his country in February.

But that has not stopped Mr. Zelenskyy 
from calling on the Chinese president to 
use Beijing’s political and economic influ-
ence over Moscow to help end the six-
month war in Ukraine.

“I would like to talk directly. I had one 
conversation with Xi Jinping [a] year ago,” 
Mr. Zelenskyy told the Hong Kong-based 
South China Morning Post on August 4. 
“Since the beginning of the large-scale 
aggression on February 24, we have asked 
officially for a conversation, but we [haven’t 
had] any conversation with China even 
though I believe that would be helpful.”

China has proven to be Russia’s most 
important partner since its invasion of 
Ukraine, with Beijing refusing to condemn 
Moscow’s actions, including alleged war 
crimes. Beijing has also echoed the 
Kremlin’s narrative that the war is a “spe-
cial military operation” that was provoked 
by unchecked North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO) expansion.

Despite this, Mr. Zelenskyy said he still 
believes that China could use its clout with 
Russia to push for a negotiated end to the 
war. “It’s a very powerful state. It’s a power-
ful economy. ... So [it] can politically, eco-
nomically influence Russia,” he said. “And 
China is [also a] permanent member of the 
U.N. Security Council.”

Mr. Zelenskyy’s comments are part of a 
diplomatic strategy – adopted by Kyiv since 
the beginning of the war – that has so far 
failed to yield results. Analysts say that it 
highlights a disconnect between how the 
Ukrainian government sees China and the 
increasingly negative views within 
Ukraine’s policy-expert community.

“If [Mr.] Zelenskyy is reaching out via 
Chinese media, then it means that the dip-
lomatic channels are likely not working and 
perhaps could even be worse than how 
they [appear],” Yurii Poita of the Kyiv-based 
Center for Army, Conversion and 
Disarmament Studies told RFE/RL. “The 
government’s relations with Beijing are 
likely frozen and skepticism is rising in the 
[Ukrainian] expert community, where 
China is now mostly seen as offering tacit 
consent and even support for Russia’s war.”

China and the war on Ukraine

Throughout the war, China has become a 
potent outlet for Russian disinformation 
and propaganda, with Beijing officials and 
state media adopting Moscow’s justifica-
tion for the invasion and often parroting 
false claims about events while ignoring 
commentary from Kyiv.

One of the few exceptions was an April 
30 interview by the Chinese state news 
agency Xinhua with Ukrainian Foreign 
Affairs Minister Dmytro Kuleba. During the 
interview, Mr. Kuleba was given space to 
criticize Russia and urge China to play a 
larger role in bringing Moscow to the nego-
tiating table by warning of the international 
fallout from continuing the war.

“This war is not in line with China’s 
interests. The global food crisis and eco-
nomic problems ... will pose a serious 
threat to the Chinese economy,” he said.

Mr. Kuleba has held talks with his 
Chinese counterpart, Wang Yi, over the 
course of the war and Mr. Xi has expressed 
concern over the growing human toll of the 
fighting. But Beijing has stopped short of 
criticizing Moscow and stayed consistent 
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   FOR THe ReCORd
G-7 foreign affairs ministers call on Russia to return nuclear power plants to Ukraine

The following statement was released 
on August 10 by the Group of Seven (G-7) 
foreign affairs ministers of Canada, 
France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the United 
Kingdom and the United States of Ame-
rica, as well as the High Representat ive of 
the European Union.

We, the G-7 foreign affairs ministers of 
Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the 
United Kingdom and the United States of 
America, and the High Representative of 
the European Union, reiterate our stron-
gest condemnation of the ongoing unpro-
voked and unjustifiable war of aggression 
of the Russian Federation against Ukraine. 
The Russian Federation must immediately 
withdraw its troops from within Ukraine’s 
internationally recognized borders and 
respect Ukraine’s territory and sovereign-
ty.

In that context, we demand that Russia 
immediately hand back full control to its 
rightful sovereign owner, Ukraine, of the 
Zaporizhia Nuclear Power Plant as well 

as of all nuclear facilities within Ukraine’s 
internationally recognized borders to 
ensure their safe and secure operations. 
Ukrainian staff operating the Zaporizhia 
Nuclear Power Plant must be able to 
carry out their duties without threats or 
pressure. It is Russia’s continued control 
of the plant that endangers the region.

We remain profoundly concerned by 
the serious threat that the seizure of 
Ukrainian nuclear facilities and other 
actions by Russian armed forces pose to 
the safety and security of these facilities, 
significantly raising the risk of a nuclear 
accident or incident and endangering the 
population of Ukraine, neighboring states 
and the international community. It also 
undermines the IAEA’s ability to monitor 
Ukraine’s peaceful nuclear activities for 
safeguarding purposes.

We welcome and support IAEA 
Director General Grossi’s efforts to 
strengthen nuclear safety and security in 
Ukraine and we thank the director gener-
al and the IAEA staff for their steadfast 

commitment in this regard. Against this 
background, we underline the impor-
tance of facilitating a mission of IAEA 
experts to the Zaporizhia Nuclear Power 
Plant to address nuclear safety, security 
and safeguard concerns in a manner that 
respects full Ukrainian sovereignty over 
its territory and infrastructure. We 
strongly endorse the importance of the 
Seven Pillars of Nuclear Safety and 
Security as outlined by Director General 
Grossi.

We reiterate our full and continued 
support for the IAEA. IAEA staff must be 
able to access all nuclear facilities in 
Ukraine safely and without impediment, 
and engage directly, and without interfer-
ence, with the Ukrainian personnel 
responsible for the operation of these 
facilities. The safety of all individuals 
implementing these efforts must be 
addressed to strengthen nuclear safety, 
security and safeguards in Ukraine.

We encourage all countries to support 
the IAEA’s efforts.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy has said he still believes that China could 
use its clout with Russia to push for a negotiated end to the war.

President.gov.ua
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Russia filtration centers map society in Ukraine’s occupied regions ahead of ‘referendums’
by Iryna Romaliyska and 

 Hrihoriy Pyrlik
RFE/RL

Mariupol resident Viktoria Levashina 
was hoping to have a relatively easy time 
passing through the Kremlin-imposed pro-
cess for weeding out “undesirable” 
Ukrainians living in territories now con-
trolled by Russia.

A 60-year-old accountant at a construc-
tion firm, Ms. Levashina’s occupation and 
demographic profile would not have raised 
red flags.

When her turn came late one night in 
April for her in-person background check 
at a so-called filtration center outside the 
Azov Sea port city, Ms. Levashina handed 
over her passport and mobile phone to the 
authorities and waited for a pass to travel 
on to Russia.

It did not come.
Ms. Levashina knew the authorities 

combed through phones looking for com-
promising information, so she handed over 
a gadget belonging to her recently deceased 
84-year-old mother instead. Unlike her 
own, it was nearly empty of data and con-
tacts.

What Ms. Levashina did not know was 
that the authorities would also indepen-
dently search her social-media profiles on 
their own computers and phones. They did 
not like what they found and called her into 
a tent for interrogation.

“A dill, a Banderite,” Ms. Levashina 
recalled an official yelling at her. “Dill” is a 
racist term for Ukrainians, while Russian’s 
use “Banderite” as a synonym for “Ukrainian 
fascist.”

“I’m going to cut you to pieces!” he said 
in anger.

The official was incensed that she had 
added a Ukrainian flag to her Facebook ava-
tar, she said.

The official informed her that she was 
banned from traveling to Russia for 10 
years, gave her a slight kick in the backside 
and told her to “f*** off” to Lviv, the west-
ern Ukrainian city noted for its patriotism, 
she said.

He handed back her passport and tele-
phone, escorted her out of the tent and left 
her in the darkness alone.

“I am doomed,” Ms. Levashina said in a 

text message to her cousin Sasha in Israel 
and seen by RFE/RL.

Having lost her home in the war and 
with no safe way of getting to Ukrainian-
controlled territory, Ms. Levashina had 
been hoping to make her way to her rela-
tives in Israel via Moscow.

Ms. Levashina’s harrowing experience at 
the filtration center is not unique. She is 
one of hundreds of Ukrainians who have 
recalled invasive, abusive and sometimes 
violent experiences at the many centers set 
up in Russian-occupied Ukrainian territo-
ries.

While some Ukrainian citizens in the 
occupied territories voluntarily come to the 
filtration centers to receive a pass to enter 
Russia – where they may have close family 
or friends – or to move freely around the 
region, others are forcibly taken there.

Regardless of how Ukrainian citizens 
arrived, they are all treated like criminal 
suspects: They are fingerprinted, photo-
graphed and their identification documents 
are scanned. They are registered in a data-
base that includes their occupation, family 
members and address.

The data could be invaluable as the 
Kremlin moves forward with plans to hold 
so-called referendums in the occupied 
regions on joining Russia, experts said – 
polls that could serve as a pretext for 
annexation as happened in Crimea in 2014.

The contents of their phones are exam-
ined for any signs of communication with 
members of the Ukrainian military or terri-
torial defense units, or anti-Russian com-
ments. The authorities download their 
phone data, including contacts.

Many are also strip-searched for signs of 
combat experience or pro-Ukrainian tat-
toos that the Russian authorities deem “fas-
cist” and are questioned regarding their 
attitudes about the war.

Those raising suspicion are interrogated 
further and sometimes beaten. Some have 
not been seen again.

Ukrainians that don’t pass the filtration 
process, especially men with combat expe-
rience, may end up in prison, their exact 
whereabouts and status – alive or dead – 
unknown.

Others that tend not to pass the filtration 
process include local government officials, 
activists and people who have expressed 
patriotic sentiments.

Oleksandr, a student from Mariupol, said 
he was detained along with a friend by pro-
Moscow separatists in early March, about 
two weeks after Russian President 
Vladimir Putin launched his invasion of 
Ukraine.

The two were taken to a small filtration 
center, possibly one for Ukrainians suspect-
ed of military ties, where they were beaten 
for anti-Russian comments that they had 

made in an online chat, interrogated, strip-
searched and placed in a cell with just one 
mattress.

Oleksandr and his friend were then 
moved to a larger filtration center for the 
general public, where they were registered 
in a database and again searched and ques-
tioned before being given permission to 
travel to Russia, where they were eventual-
ly reunited with their families.

Ukrainian and Western officials, as well 
as human rights organizations, have said 
Russia’s filtration centers violate the Geneva 
Conventions, which established internation-
al standards for conduct during conflict.

In a statement last month, the U.S. State 
Department called the filtration camps a 
war crime – one of many Russian forces 
have been accused of since the invasion 
began – and demanded the Kremlin dis-
mantle them.

The number of filtration camps has 
grown as the war has dragged out, from a 
handful at the outset to around 18 now, 
according to estimates by the Ukrainian 
rights group Euromaidan SOS and U.S. offi-
cials.

As many as 1.6 million Ukrainians may 
have been detained, interrogated and regis-
tered at filtration camps, according to 
Euromaidan SOS.

Current Time has identified at least nine 
filtration centers.

They are buttressed by dozens of check-
points manned by Russian troops or sepa-
ratists throughout the occupied territories.

Ukrainian citizens have no rights in 
Russia or in the occupied territories with-
out a filtration pass, said Stanislav 
Miroshnichenko, a journalist and a member 
of the Media Initiative for Human Rights, a 
Kyiv-based organization.

The threat of being interrogated at 
checkpoints will prompt some to go 
through the filtration process themselves.

However, “sooner or later, the militants 
will come to every local resident,” Mr. 
Miroshnichenko said.

John Herbst, who served as U.S. ambas-
sador to Kyiv from 2003 to 2006, said the 
filtration process could be a powerful tool 
in the hands of the Kremlin as it seeks to 
impose its will on Ukraine.

Ukrainians board an evacuation train in Pokrovsk, Donbas, on August 7. Russian sol-
diers have reportedly taken people at gunpoint from trains and buses to filtration 

centers.

Serhii Nuzhnenko, RadioSvoboda.org via RFE/RL

   FOR THe ReCORd
U.S. announces $89 million in U.S.  

humanitarian demining assistance for Ukraine
The following statement was released 

by the U.S. State Department on August 9. 
It was attributed to the Office of the 
Spokesperson of the U.S. State Department.

On August 9 the Department 
announced its intention to provide $89 
million of FY [Fiscal Year] 2022 funding 
to help the government of Ukraine 
address the urgent humanitarian chal-
lenges posed by explosive remnants of 
war created by Russia’s brutal war of 
aggression.

Russia’s unlawful and unprovoked fur-
ther invasion of Ukraine has littered mas-
sive swaths of the country with land-
mines, unexploded ordnance and impro-
vised explosive devices.  The grotesque 
use of improvised explosive devices in 
the manner that we are seeing in Ukraine 
by Russian actors was previously only 
associated with ISIS in Syria.  These 
explosive hazards block access to fertile 
farmland, delay reconstruction efforts, 

prevent displaced communities from 
returning to their homes and continue to 
kill and maim innocent Ukrainian civil-
ians.  The government of Ukraine esti-
mates that 160,000 square kilometers of 
its land may be contaminated – this is 
roughly the size of Virginia, Maryland 
and Connecticut combined.

U.S. funding will deploy approximately 
100 demining teams and will support a 
large-scale train and equip project to 
strengthen the government of Ukraine’s 
demining and explosive ordnance dispos-
al (EOD) capacity.

Since 1993, the United States has 
invested more than $4.2 billion for the 
safe clearance of landmines and explo-
sive weapons of war as well as the secur-
ing and safe disposal of excess small 
arms and light weapons and munitions in 
more than 100 countries and territories.  
The United States is the world’s single 
largest financial supporter of convention-
al weapons destruction.

RFE/RL

The leader of the Crimean Tatars’ self-
governing body said that major explo-
sions at a Russian airfield in Crimea were 
the first clear signal that the Russian-
occupied peninsula will be returned to 
Ukraine.

Mejlis head Refat Chubarov said Russian 
aggression began there and “must end with 
the liberation of Crimea, with the restora-
tion of the state sovereignty of Ukraine 
over the Ukrainian peninsula.”

Mr. Chubarov made the comments on 
August 10 on the Svoboda Live program of 
RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service.

He also said people who arrived in 
Crimea after Moscow’s 2014 annexation 
and people who are currently on vacation 
there because sanctions prohibit them 
from going to other countries “are in a 
panic” and are preparing to leave.

The explosions were “an appropriate sig-
nal that sooner or later those who have the 
right to be there will return to Crimea, and 

not those who captured Crimea,” he said.
Ukrainian officials have stopped short of 

publicly claiming responsibility for the 
explosions in Crimea, but the air force said 
on August 10 that nine Russian warplanes 
were destroyed. Russia denied any aircraft 
were damaged in the blasts.

If Ukrainian forces were responsible for 
the blasts, it would be the first known 
major attack on a Russian military site on 
the Crimean Peninsula.

Mr. Chubarov’s comments echoed those 
of Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy, who in his nightly video address 
on August 9 vowed to reverse Moscow’s 
annexation of Crimea and retake the penin-
sula by the end of the war.

“This Russian war against Ukraine and 
against all of free Europe began with 
Crimea and must end with Crimea – its lib-
eration,” Mr. Zelenskyy said. “Today it is 
impossible to say when this will happen. 
But we are constantly adding the necessary 

Recapturing Crimea in focus after blasts as 
Russian forces attempt frontline advances

(Continued on page 7)

(Continued on page 9)
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From food shortages to geopolitical shifts, the ripple effects of Ukraine war take hold
by Reid Standish

RFE/RL

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine has disrupt-
ed global food chains and is contributing to 
a crisis exacerbated by already-rising food 
prices and deepening poverty across much 
of the Middle East and parts of Africa.

Both Kyiv and Moscow are leading 
exporters of agricultural products to those 
regions, and the deepening ripple effects 
from the war are worrying governments 
and international organizations. The World 
Economic Forum has warned that crises in 
food, fuel and finance worsened by the war 
could stoke unrest in poorer countries and 
push others into default.

A July deal struck by Turkey with Russia 
and Ukraine broke a monthslong Russian 
blockade of Ukraine’s Black Sea ports and 
provided some hope for relief, although 
United Nations officials have said that the 
shipments are not reaching those most in 
need and are unlikely to stave off a growing 
international food crisis.

To find out more about the growing fall-
out from the war, RFE/RL spoke with 
Daniel Speckhard, a former U.S. official who 
is currently president of Corus Internatio-
nal, a global aid organization. Mr. Speck-
hard previously served as U.S. ambassador 
to Belarus and Greece and was the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization’s (NATO) dep-
uty assistant secretary-general for political 
affairs, among other roles.

RFE/RL: You spent a large chunk of your 
career dealing with Russia, either directly 
or tangentially. How has the war in Ukraine 
changed the way that policymakers in 
Washington are seeing Moscow now com-

pared to previous years? The last six 
months have changed many assumptions 
about Russian power. Where are things 
headed for how Washington sees the 
Kremlin and its foreign policy?

Mr. Speckhard: Because of Russia’s 
nuclear status, the power that they still 
wield in the world is significant. While its 
conventional war capabilities have perhaps 
been shown to be weaker than one might 
have thought, I think the fundamentals are 
still the same: You have a nuclear power 
that wants to play on the global stage as an 
equal to the United States and China – and 
they’re going to act as if they are.

That makes it more dangerous. So, I 
think the concerns in Washington and 
[other] Western capitals – and even in 
Beijing – is that this is actually a more dan-
gerous situation because things can esca-
late more quickly. Also, Russia by no means 
sees their weakness in the way that we do.

For how it has changed, I think relations 
have been going downhill for some time, 
especially after Russia’s intervention in U.S. 
elections [in 2015 and 2016]. But the 
Ukraine situation has made it interesting in 
the context that the United States was very 
divided over Russian interference in the 
elections because there was a [domestic] 
political overlay that divided the country. 
The war in Ukraine has seen that mostly 
evaporate and, with the exception of a 
small group in the United States, there’s 
overwhelming support for [Kyiv].

Anti-Russian feeling in Washington has 
also risen in some ways [and] that has also 
boxed in what’s available on the foreign 
policy side for the foreseeable future. As a 
result, the part that I’m worried about is 

there are a lot of global issues that need to 
be addressed that do require Russian sup-
port and involvement, whether it’s the 
environment, terrorism, organized crime or 
cybersecurity. All of these issues require 
international cooperation – and the fallout 
from the war could worsen many of those 
issues and make reaching the broad global 
consensus required difficult.

RFE/RL: Both Ukraine and Russia pro-
vide a lot of the world’s wheat, especially to 
countries that are on the margins with 
their food security. We’ve already seen 
grain shortages affect the world, but what 
are some of the wider knock-on effects that 
this war is triggering?

Mr. Speckhard: It starts with the 
humanitarian crisis that is currently play-
ing out. Nearly 48 million people, according 
to the United Nations, are facing emergency 
levels of hunger and that is leading to acute 
malnutrition, starvation and even death.

But even more importantly, there’s 
another 70 million people that have been 
pushed into poverty just since March 
because of what’s happening in Ukraine in 
terms of the shortages of food [and] the dis-
ruptions of supplies for these countries.

In Lebanon, for instance, the price of a 
gallon of cooking oil can cost one month’s 
salary. It’s having an impact across many 
places, and what’s interesting – and con-
cerning – about this from the foreign policy 
perspective is this isn’t going to stay as a 
humanitarian crisis. This is also going to 
lead to political crises and potentially secu-
rity crises because when people get hungry, 
when economies get stressed to the brink – 
especially these countries, which are 
already suffering from economic and envi-
ronmental disruptions – you get popula-
tions that are at the very end of survival 
and becoming desperate.

This leads to political upheaval and inse-
curity. Then that insecurity creates and 
feeds terrorism and violence across the 
world and interethnic and intertribal con-
flicts. So, I think we have to be very aware 
that there’s roughly 200 million people in 
53 countries that are facing acute food inse-
curity. When we watch how this plays out 
across the Middle East and the Sahel in 
Africa, we are going to see knock-on effects 
that aren’t just humanitarian but are also 
political and security related.

So, the challenge for the world’s leaders 
is not to be so focused just on the Russia 
and Ukraine situation – but that they also 
pay close attention to the very deep and 
desperate needs of many of these countries 
and help them stabilize and get through 

 INtErvIEW

Former U.S. Ambassador to Greece and 
Belarus Daniel V. Speckhard.

Public domain

(Continued on page 7)

According to the Ukrainian Resistance 
Movement, Russian occupiers were looking 
to time a referendum to a Russian “single 
voting day” to be held on September 11. 
That day has been set aside for elections of 
deputies and governors in several regions 
of the Russian Federation.

The Russian bank Promsvyazbank also 
announced it would start working in the 
captured territories in September.

The Center of National Resistance, creat-
ed by the Special Operations Forces of the 
Armed Forces of Ukraine, reported that 
Russia’s plans for the regions had been 
shared with the local Ukrainian resistance

In July, Russian officials polled individu-
als in the occupied territories of the 
Kherson and Zaporizhia regions about 
their interest in becoming a part of Russia. 
The poll found only 30 percent support, 
according to the independent Russian 
media outlet Meduza, which is based in 
Latvia.

Meduza cited sources “close to the 
Kremlin” who said that the efforts of 
Russian propagandists in the region are not 
yielding results and support for Russia in 
the occupied territories is small.

“Because of the resistance, the Russians 
cannot simulate the voluntary inclusion of 
the occupied territories into the Russian 
Federation. Considering the trend of its 
growth and preparations for a counterof-
fensive of the Armed Forces, we have bad 
news for the Russians,” the Center of 
National Resistance said in a statement.

The Ukrainian resistance movement in 
the region has also had some success in 

fighting back against Russian sympathizers 
and saboteurs working in the region.

Volodymyr Saldo, a collaborator from 
the Kherson region, was reported to be in 
serious condition after suffering an appar-
ent poisoning, according to Yevhen Yenin, 
Ukraine’s first deputy head of the Ministry 
of Internal Affairs.

Mr. Yenin also said that Vitaly Gura, the 
deputy head of the civil-military adminis-
tration of Nova Kakhovka, recently died 
after being wounded in an assassination 
attempt. 

At the beginning of July in Nova Kakhov-
ka, Ukrainian policeman Serhii Tomka, who 
had joined the Russian occupiers, was shot 
dead. And, efore that, a car with two 
Russian collaborators was blown up in 
Kherson, according to Ukrainian officials.

Natalia Humeniuk, a Ukrainian journal-
ist, said that Russians cannot recruit enough 
voters to help simulate referendums.

“But the Russians use various methods 
of influence, such as force and intimidation, 
to collect personal data and create lists,” 
she said.

Ms. Humeniuk added that resistance 
forces continue to operate in the occupied 
territories and they have had some success 
in disrupting Russian military plans in the 
area.

On August 6, the Ukrainian mayor of 
Melitopol, Ivan Fedorov, discussed Russia’s 
plans on holding a referendum in the 
Zaporizhia region.

“The occupiers want to hold a referen-
dum over seven days, with the help of 
elders in the houses who will go around the 
apartments and interview the residents 
accompanied by machine guns and an 
employee of the police or FSB [Russia’s 
security service]. They do this in order to 

(Continued from page 1)

Russia preparing...

Andriy Yermak, Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy’s chief of staff, 
accused Russian forces of launching attacks 
from areas near the Zaporizhia Nuclear 
Power Plant with impunity because they 
know Ukraine cannot strike back without 
risking an environmental catastrophe.

“The Russian troops can’t win battles, so 
they keep attacking the cities, hiding at the 
Zaporizhia NPP facilities and blackmailing 
the world with nuclear incidents,” Mr. 
Yermak said on Twitter.

Russia has not commented on the allega-
tions of the attack on Marhanets and the 
Ukrainian side’s claims could not be inde-
pendently verified. Moscow has said it does 
not deliberately target civilians.

Russia’s envoy to talks in Vienna to 

revive the Iran nuclear deal, Mikhail 
Ulyanov, told the Rossiya-24 TV channel on 
August 10 that Ukraine’s claims that Russia 
allegedly rigged the power plant with 
mines were false.

United Nations Secretary General 
Antonio Guterres called on August 8 for 
international inspectors to be given access 
to the Zaporizhia plant. Mr. Guterres has 
openly expressed grave concerns about the 
situation at the plant.

“Any attack on a nuclear plant is a suicid-
al thing,” Mr. Guterres said.

(With reporting by Reuters and AP)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-russia-
fighting-donetsk-zaporizhzhya-pisky/319 
83074.html).

get the number of voters that their political 
puppeteers want to see,” Mr. Fedorov said.

Initial polling by Russian forces of citi-
zens in Melitopol showed that support for 
the idea of   joining the Russian Federation 
was less then 10 percent, according to Mr. 
Fedorov.

Russian occupation authorities are try-
ing to speed up preparations for a referen-
dum in the occupied territories in response 
to Ukraine’s recent success on the battle-
field, analysts at the Institute for the Study 
of War (ISW) wrote in an August 7 report.

ISW analysts said that the methods 
developed by the occupiers for holding ref-
erendums, such as allowing people to vot-
ing at home in the Zaporizhia region, are 
aimed at intimidating Ukrainian voters and 

making any independent supervision of the 
voting process much more difficult.

Ukraine’s Center of National Resistance 
reported that, while Russian authorities in 
Melitopol are planning to hold a referen-
dum, they have not yet publicized the loca-
tions of polling precincts.

“After all, there are not enough people 
willing to participate in this staged show in 
the city, so the occupiers intend to create a 
‘deficit’ of polling stations to simulate 
queues of Russian supporters,” the Center of 
National Resistance said in a statement.

Meanwhile, there were unconfirmed 
reports that members of the Ukrainian 
resistance were offering rewards for any 
information about the location of polling 
stations.

(Continued from page 1)

Intense...
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Deeply troubling reports emerged this past week from Ukraine’s state energy 
company, Enerhoatom, that at least five missiles struck near a nuclear power plant 
in Zaporizhia.  In a statement issued on August 11, the energy company said that 
some of those missiles landed near a storage facility that houses radioactive materi-
al, while another five missiles hit an area near a fire station not far from the plant.

Russian and Ukrainian officials traded blame for the attacks.  The local Russia-
backed administration that controls the plant said the Ukrainian military attacked 
the facility, while Ukrainian officials pinned the blame on Moscow. Meanwhile, 
Director-General Rafael Grossi of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 
said he would brief the United Nation’s Security Council “about the nuclear safety 
and security situation” at the plant, as well as his efforts to “lead an IAEA expert 
mission to the site as soon as possible.”

Mr. Grossi’s comments came before an emergency Security Council meeting that 
was called by Russia to address the situation.  And United Nations officials said they 
were keenly aware of the situation and calling for an immediate halt to all fighting 
around the plant, the largest in Europe which houses six of Ukraine’s 15 nuclear 
reactors.

“Regrettably, instead of de-escalation, over the past several days there have been 
reports of further deeply worrying incidents that could, if they continue, lead to 
disaster,” U.N. Secretary General Antonio Guterres said in a statement issued on 
August 11. “Urgent agreement is needed at a technical level on a safe perimeter of 
demilitarization to ensure the safety of the area.”

Reports from the plant indicate that Moscow has been working to redirect the 
energy produced at the facility to Russia, and that they are doing so by relying on 
diesel generators and outdated equipment. Enerhoatom officials and Ukrainian 
workers who have been manning the facility since it was captured by Russian forc-
es more than five months ago have been repeatedly warning that the situation at 
the facility is dangerous and could lead to a nuclear catastrophe.

Speaking with Ukrainian television, Enerhoatom President Petro Kotin said that 
Russian energy agency Rosatom’s plan was “aimed at connecting the plant to the 
Crimean electricity grid,” and doing so would require damaging power lines that 
move electricity to the Ukrainian grid. He said at least three lines have already been 
damaged, leaving Europe’s largest nuclear facility “operating with only one produc-
tion line, which is an extremely dangerous way of working. … When the last pro-
duction line is disconnected,” he said, “the plant will be powered by generators run-
ning on diesel. Everything will then depend on their reliability and fuel stocks.”

The possibility of a second nuclear catastrophe occurring on Ukrainian soil 
should be of great concern all of the parties involved in the area. But as the occupa-
tion force currently controlling the plant, the responsibility lies with Russian forces 
to ensure the plant’s safety.  They must not only maintain the facility’s safe opera-
tion, but they must also not use the plant as a shield from which to fire at the 
Ukrainian military.  They are, in essence, holding the plant hostage, knowing that 
Ukrainian forces will likely be reluctant to fire back at Russian forces holed up 
there.

The Ukrainian Weekly

Ten years ago, on August 16, 2012, eight of 15 missing elec-
tion campaign billboards featuring an elderly woman and a cat, 
known as “Baba i Kit,” which derided the ruling Party of Regions 
in the Dnipropetrovsk regional parliamentary elections, were 
discovered near an asphalt plant in the Petrykiv district. 

Opposition campaigners in eastern Ukraine said their voices 
were being muffled with the removal of political billboards featuring gigantic cats. A can-
didate, Vitaly Kuprii, from the opposing Svoboda party in the city of Dniprodzerzhynsk, 
said his billboards were removed.

“I think they, the government, just decided to go in with full force so that there is no 
criticism. The authorities just gave the order to destroy [the billboards],” Mr. Kuprii 
explained. “The police knew about this but they did not give any warning.”

Maksym Holosnyi, a friend of Mr. Kuprii’s, created the billboards, with one sign reading, 
“I learned my grandson voted for the Party of Regions. I signed my house over to the cat.”

A criminal investigation by the authorities, with allegations of theft leveled against Mr. 
Holosnyi, forced him into hiding to escape politically motivated prosecution.

A local police spokesperson, Oleksii Scherbatov, said that the disappearance of the bill-
boards could not be determined to be a crime. He added that the local court was deliberat-
ing whether it could confirm who owned the structures that displayed the billboards and 
to confirm whether the court had issued any order for the removal of the billboards before 
deciding if a criminal case would be opened.

The “Baba i Kit” billboards became something of an internet and social media sensation 
and a rallying cry in a humorous way for the opposition to express its displeasure with the 
anti-Ukrainian ruling regime under President Viktor Yanukovych. These social media 
memes, as they are known, continue to be used in numerous “digital storms” and similar 
social media campaigns to raise awareness about Ukraine and to counteract Russia’s pro-
paganda.

Source: “Cat-themed opposition billboards taken down in Ukraine,” by Ron Synovitz, 
(RFE/RL), The Ukrainian Weekly, August 26, 2012.
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Turning the pages back...

by Mike Eckel
RFE/RL

Posters have been going up on lamp-
posts, bus stops and apartment building 
entrances around the southern Ukrainian 
city of Kherson, seized and occupied by 
Russian forces in the early days after 
Moscow’s February 24 invasion.

“Russians! We Will Turn You Into …” one 
poster that appeared in June said, over a 
picture of ground hamburger meat.

Another, glued to walls in Kherson, read: 
“Do You Want To Live? Give Yourself Up!” 
and included a QR code that, when scanned 
on a phone, redirects to a Ukrainian gov-
ernment website that has specific instruc-
tions about how to approach a Ukrainian 
soldier to surrender.

“We have prepared instructions for 
those who do not want to fight with their 
homeland,” it says.

While fighting has intensified in both the 
Kherson region and the neighboring 
Zaporizhia region, a low-level guerrilla war 
of sabotage, assassinations, propaganda 
and disinformation campaigns has been 
going on for weeks, apparently aimed at 
undermining Russian control.

Russian authorities have fought back, 
detaining people in what Human Rights 
Watch said was a campaign “to obtain 
information and to instill fear so that peo-
ple will accept the occupation, as Russia 
seeks to assert sovereignty over occupied 
territory in violation of international law.”

The Security Service of Ukraine (SBU) 
has made no public claims of responsibility, 
though observers widely believe it, its mili-
tary counterpart, or other government 
agencies are behind the effort to rattle the 
Russia-installed authorities.

Representatives of Ukraine’s Defense 
Ministry and military intelligence, however, 
have acknowledged guerrilla groups were 
operating in occupied territories.

Poisonings, shootings

Since occupying Kherson and much of 
the Kherson region after the invasion, 
Russia has set up local administrations to 
keep the region’s basic governmental func-
tions in operation.

Ukraine has labeled many of these offi-
cials collaborators or traitors and signaled 
that they would be punished.

One of those officials was Volodymyr 
Saldo, a former Kherson city councilor and 
member of parliament who was installed 
as the governor of the entire Kherson 
region by the Russian occupation. Mr. Saldo 
was a member of the now defunct 
Ukrainian Party of Regions, which had 
strong pro-Russian sympathies until it was 
dissolved in 2014.

On August 5, he was hospitalized in criti-
cal condition at a Moscow clinic. Russian 
news reports said the initial diagnosis was 
that he had been poisoned, but tests were 
still being conducted.

On August 9, he was reportedly removed 
from a ventilator and was conscious.

According to Sergei Khlan, a local law-
maker, it was the second time since June 
that Mr. Saldo fell suddenly ill under unex-
plained circumstances.

The same day that Mr. Saldo fell ill, the 
deputy head of the town of Nova Kakhovka, 
a town northeast of Kherson, was shot and 
killed outside his home.

No one has claimed responsibility.

Car bombs and land mines

Russia-installed officials have been the 
targets of other attacks as well.

On June 24, a bomb exploded in a car car-
rying Dmytro Savluchenko, who led a local 
government office in charge of youth and 
sports for the occupied Kherson region.

Mr. Savluchenko, who was described by 
Ukrainian media as “one of the best-known 
local collaborators,” was reportedly killed 
in the bombing. Two other cars were dam-
aged in the blast, which shattered windows 
in nearby apartment blocks.

Two days earlier, a car carrying the head 
of a suburban district outside Kherson hit a 
land mine, raking the car with shrapnel. 
The man, Yuriy Turulov, escaped with 
minor injuries, according to Russian state 
media.

Earlier in the month, Mr. Turulov had 
been warned in an SBU video that he was 
regarded as a “collaborator.”

In late May, the Russia-installed mayor 
of Enerhodar, a town northeast of Kherson 
along the Dnieper River in the Zaporizhia 
region, was seriously wounded in an explo-
sion.

Аlso in May, an explosion in Melitopol, a 
city in the southern part of Zaporizhia, 
injured two people. The blast, which was 
blamed on partisans, targeted the Russian-
backed proxy leader of the region, Yevhen 
Balytskyi.

“This morning there was a terrorist 
attack aimed at destabilizing the peaceful 
life of the city,” city authorities said in a 
statement on Telegram.

“The resistance movement is pursuing 
three goals – to destroy Russian weapons 
and the means of supplying them, discred-
iting and intimidating the occupiers and 
their collaborators, and informing 
Ukrainian special services about enemy 
positions,” Ivan Fedorov, the Ukrainian-
recognized mayor of Melitopol, told the 
Associated Press.

Posters, placards, graffiti,  
newspapers

Mysterious leaflets and posters began 
appearing in Kherson shortly after Russian 
forces seized the city, which was the first 
major Ukrainian urban center occupied by 
Russia in late February.

Some are explicitly threatening, target-
ing Russian authorities and Ukrainian civil-
ians working alongside them. Others, such 
as those attributed to a group called the 
Yellow Ribbon movement, have broader 
goals.

The posters, which began appearing 
sometime around July 15, seek to disrupt a 
so-called referendum that Russian authori-
ties are planning for the region in the com-
ing months. The polls – in both the Kherson 
and Zaporizhia regions – are expected to 
pave the way for a bid by Moscow to annex 
the regions, following a scenario similar to 
what happened in Crimea in 2014. As in 
Crimea, the outcome is expected to be a 
contrived win for the Kremlin.

The posters include detailed instruc-
tions for sympathetic Ukrainians. For 
example, one poster warns people not to 
accept or apply for Russian passports, 
which are being distributed to Kherson res-
idents. The poster cites Ukrainian criminal 
law and asserts that obtaining a Russian 
passport is punishable treason.

Another calls on people to paint an “R” 
on buildings where authorities are making 
preparations for the so-called referendum.

Other posters appear to taunt Russian 
soldiers and their civilian sympathizers, 
asserting that Ukrainian forces were inch-
ing closer to Kherson city. One, in particu-

Sabotage, assassinations, propaganda: Simmering 
guerrilla war rattles Ukraine’s Russian occupiersHolding atoms hostage

(Continued on page 11)
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by Leo Iwaskiw

Some writers have recently criticized 
U.S. Rep. Victoria Spartz (R-Ind.) for her 
allegations against certain Ukrainian offi-
cials. One author even branded her “a ‘use-
ful idiot’ for the regime of Russian 
President Vladimir Putin” because of her 
comments.

The main focus of Ms. Spartz’s com-
ments center on Andriy Yermak, Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy’s powerful 
chief of staff. She leveled six accusations 
against him. The most serious ones are that 
he leaked military intelligence to Russia 
about the infamous “Wagner operation,” 
sabotaged the defense of Kherson and 
stonewalled anti-corruption efforts. Other 
accusations include corruption by Mr. 
Yermak and his brother Denys Yermak. The 
Kyiv Independent ran a long article on July 
13 both highlighting these charges and pre-
senting rebuttals.

Not a single one of these charges are 
mentioned by critics in their rush to judg-
ment about Ms. Spartz’s motives and char-
acter. The congresswoman is a typical 
American success story: she came to this 
great country in 2020 with nothing, and 
she managed to live the “American Dream” 
and succeed in life. She was nominated to 
the Indiana Senate in 2017 and elected to 
the U.S. House of Representatives in 2020. 
Both the Ukrainian Congress Committee of 
America and The Ukrainian Weekly con-
gratulated Ms. Spartz on her election victo-
ry. Her campaign website carries the slogan 
“Less government. More freedom.” It states 
that, “Growing up in socialist-controlled 
Ukraine, she experienced firsthand the 
dark side of socialism. Living through this 
molded her conservative philosophy: limit-
ed government is always better; and finan-
cial and health-care decisions should be 
made by individuals in the free market, not 
bureaucrats and special interests.”

Ms. Spartz has visited Ukraine annually 

with her family, and her daughters have 
been christened in the Orthodox Rite and 
speak Ukrainian. The June 2021 issue of 
The AMAC Magazine ran an interview with 
the congresswoman, titled “Living the 
American Dream,” in which she talked 
about her life in Ukraine and in the United 
States, and she drew an excellent compari-
son between socialist and free societies. 
Together with Sen. Steve Daines (R-Mont.), 
Ms. Spartz visited Ukraine (including 
Bucha) in April. The two were the first U.S. 
officials to visit Ukraine since the war 
began. That same month she again visited 
Ukraine with Rep. Tim Walberg (R-Mich.) 
and met with Metropolitan Epifaniy, the 
primate of the Orthodox Church of Ukraine.

Svoboda reported about her dynamic 
speech on Capitol Hill on March 1 in which 
she condemned Putin for his “genocide of 
the Ukrainian people.” She talked about her 
95-year-old grandmother living in the war 
zone in Chernihiv and the constant bom-
bardment and killing of civilians. The con-
gresswoman stressed the need for more 
weapons for Ukraine, and criticized U.S. 
President Joe Biden for not reacting more 
quickly and forcefully to the Kremlin’s 
aggression. “If we do not stop him there,” 
she said about Putin’s invasion, “he shall 
not stop. He will keep going further. And 
then we’ll have to send our children to die 
in order to fight this.”

The following day, Ms. Spartz and Sen. 
Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.) introduced a reso-
lution calling for Putin to be investigated 
for war crimes and crimes against humani-
ty. In May, she joined Mr. Biden, U.S. Vice 
President Kamela Harris and other law-
makers for the signing of the Ukraine 
Democracy Defense Lend-Lease Act of 
2022.

Leo Iwaskiw is a former editor of the 
newspaper America. He provides translation 
services for The Ukrainian Weekly and news 
items weekly for Svoboda.

Rush to judgment on U.S. Rep. Spartz
 COMMENtArY

this difficult situation.
RFE/RL: There have been accusations 

by analysts and some Ukrainian officials 
that some of this is a deliberate strategy on 
Moscow’s part. How do you see it?

Mr. Speckhard: What I would say is, it’s 
a tertiary strategy, in the sense that the fun-
damental, central strategic objective here 
for Russia is Ukraine, but they are going to 
use all of this disruption as a target for their 
huge propaganda machine to blame the 
West for this.

You can already see that happening. 
There is a big public relations push being 
prepared, and I’d expect that to be accom-
panied by Russia sending aid and then hav-
ing its propaganda networks talking about 
how weak and inefficient the U.N. response 
is in comparison.

Another angle is these strains that we’ve 
discussed will weaken governments and 
there will be lots of hungry people looking 
for answers – and they may start looking to 
authoritarian leaders that say they can pro-
tect them. Moscow has already been deep-
ening its links with authoritarian regimes, 
especially in Africa, and has been providing 
security and economic assistance. They’ve 
been playing this game for decades, and I’d 
expect it to accelerate as new opportuni-
ties open up.

RFE/RL: What are some of the cards 
that can be played by the international 
community to help deal with this crisis? 
Apart from ending the war, what options 
exist?

Mr. Speckhard: What I think needs to 
happen is enough attention needs to be 
drawn to this at the international level.

It’s not enough for the United States to 
say this is happening or draw attention to it, 
but it needs broad international recognition 
at the U.N., World Bank, G-20 [Group of 20] 
and other organizations. There also needs 
to be a broader push to put pressure on 
Russia.

I think there is an opportunity here for 
other countries to get involved, like we saw 
with Turkey being able to open up the 
Black Sea ports to allow food to flow again. 
So, there is a chance for countries to step 
up and shine by focusing on the humanitar-
ian needs of the rest of the world.

Things like that might not end the war – 
which would have the biggest impact – but 
they can certainly make a difference.

(This interview has been edited and con-
densed for clarity.)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/daniel-speckhard-
warns-lasting-impact-russia-invasion/319 
83988.html).

(Continued from page 5)

From food...
components to the formula for the libera-
tion of Crimea.”

Crimea has so far escaped heavy fight-
ing, and officials in Moscow have warned 
Ukraine that any attack there would trigger 
massive retaliation, including strikes on 
“decision-making centers” in Kyiv.

The Russian Defense Ministry indicated 
in a statement that the Saky airfield was 
not targeted in an attack and that the deto-
nation of aviation ammunition caused the 
explosions, which reportedly killed one 
person, without clarifying who or what 
triggered the blasts.

The New York Times quoted an 
unnamed “senior Ukrainian military official 
with knowledge of the situation” as saying 
that Ukrainian forces were behind the 
Crimea explosions.

It said the official declined to specify 
what type of weapon caused them but said 
“a device exclusively of Ukrainian manufac-
ture was used.”

The source also suggested that the Saky 
air base, on Crimea’s western coast, was 
routinely used to launch air attacks on 
Ukrainian forces.

RFE/RL could not independently con-
firm the Times’ reporting.

A Ukrainian military expert told Current 
Time that Kyiv “theoretically” had weapons 
that could have reached Saky.

Amid speculation about the explosions, 

reports overnight on August 9-10 suggest-
ed that Russian troops were concentrating 
on a southern region and Ukrainians 
reported minor successes around Kharkiv.

Assessments of the fighting from 
Ukrainian and Western military sources 
indicated that battle lines have become 
increasingly entrenched as the conflict 
grinds on, with advances mostly limited on 
either side.

The General Staff of the Ukrainian mili-
tary on August 10 said the operational situ-
ation in the north did not change during 
the day.

But it said military exercises began in 
Belarus, and a threat remains of missile 
and air strikes from the country bordering 
Ukraine to the north.

The General Staff also said Russian 
troops tried to conduct assault operations 
near settlements in the Kharkiv region but 
had to retreat due to the resistance of 
Ukrainian units.

The report also said Russian forces with-
drew after attempting to advance in the 
Kramatorsk direction and Bakhmut and 
other settlements in the Donetsk region.

(With reporting by RFE/RL’s Ukrainian 
Service, Current Time and The New York 
Times)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-crimea-
explosions-air-base/31981539.html).

(Continued from page 4)

Recapturing Crimea...

(Russiancouncil.ru, August 4). He has been 
helped by a shift in the Kremlin’s military 
propaganda to focus attention on the U.S.-
supplied HIMARS mobile multiple rocket 
launchers and away from the Turkey-
supplied Bayraktar TB2 combat drones, 
which wreaked havoc on Russian armored 
columns in the first few weeks of the war 
(Nezavisimaya gazeta, August 2).

Observers in Moscow maintain that 
another major theme during the Sochi talks 
was Syria, which was the main agenda item 
of the trilateral Iranian-Russian-Turkish 
summit in Tehran, Iran, on July 19 and was 
further discussed by Russian Defense 
Minister Sergei Shoigu and his Turkish 
counterpart, Hulusi Akar, without much 
progress (RIA Novosti, July 22). Tensions in 
northern Syria continue to escalate as 
Turkish forces prepare for a new offensive 
(announced by Mr. Erdogan in late May 
2022) against the Kurdish People’s 
Protection Units (YPG) militia, which is 
aimed at capturing Manbij and connecting 
two sectors of the “security zone” (News.ru, 
August 6). The Kremlin is not particularly 
concerned about the plight of the Kurds, 
but it is worried that a Turkish operation 
would expose the weakness of the Russian 
military grouping in Syria, which is under-
supplied after the closure of the Turkish 
straits to the Russian Navy. The recent 
naval parade in Tartus can hardly hide this 
vulnerability (Izvestiya, July 31). Seeking to 
placate Turkey, Russia granted consent on 
the delivery of United Nations humanitari-
an aid for six months to the Idlib province 
controlled by the rebels, but the economic 
situation in war-ravaged Syria remains des-
perate (The Insider, August 5).

Mr. Erdogan could have waited for a fur-
ther weakening of Russian positions in 
Syria, but he needs to score a victory 
against the Kurds now, even at the price of 
reaching a compromise with the Bashar al-
Assad regime because of growing domestic 
political pressure (Nezavisimaya gazeta, 
July 31). In Sochi, the Turkish premier tried 

to overcome Putin’s opposition by playing 
the Karabakh card, as Azerbaijan resumed 
military operations against Armenian forc-
es in the Nagorno-Karabakh enclave 
(Rosbalt.ru, August 5). The small Russian 
peacekeeping battalion deployed there 
since the escalation of hostilities in late 
2020 cannot make a difference in checking 
the ceasefire violations, but Moscow needs 
to hide its irrelevance (Kommersant, 
August 3). Azerbaijani President Ilham 
Aliyev is committed to achieving a lasting 
solution for the 30-year Karabakh conflict 
by military means, but Mr. Aliyev is pre-
pared to coordinate the timing of this tri-
umph closely with Mr. Erdogan, his closest 
ally (Forbes.ru, August 5).

The intensely competitive character of 
Russian-Turkish interactions is covered by 
the veneer of carefully polished coopera-
tion between Putin and Mr. Erdogan, who 
each have a perfect measure of the other 
but now need to adjust their smiles and 
squabbles to a new trouble-rich set of cir-
cumstances. Putin would have rejoiced 
with making Mr. Erdogan a key sanctions 
circumventor, but the Russian president 
needs to grant his difficult counterpart not 
only superficial respect but also some real 
concessions to prop up the Turkish leader’s 
domestic standing. Elections in Russia are 
so rigidly controlled by the Kremlin that 
Putin may not fully comprehend Mr. 
Erdogan’s electoral issues, but he certainly 
wants his partner to stay in power for years 
to come.

For Mr. Erdogan, bargaining with Putin 
is often profitable, but it is also means to a 
larger extent upholding his reputation in 
the U.S. and European Union – Turkey’s 
crucially important economic partners and 
security allies. Ankara stands to benefit 
from Moscow’s growing weakness, but the 
prospect of Russia’s defeat in its unjust war 
with Ukraine and lopsided confrontation 
with the West is worrisome for every auto-
crat, including Mr. Erdogan.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)

Erdogan...
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by Alex Kuzma

LINCOLN, Neb. – Ukrainian musicians 
became a major feature at the Lincoln 
Crossroads Music Festival that each sum-
mer brings thousands of music lovers to the 
state capitol and the University of Nebraska.

From July 22-31, the Lincoln Crossroads 
Music Festival hosted Ukrainian American 
bandurists and vocalists Julian Kytasty and 
Alina and Teryn Kuzma for a series of con-

certs featuring Ukrainian folk ballads, ritual 
songs, spirituals and instrumental jam ses-
sions.

The visiting Ukrainian artists were also 
featured on Nebraska’s National Public 
Radio station. Against the backdrop of the 
war in Ukraine, many audience members 
were moved to tears by Alina Kuzma’s ren-
dition of the haunting folk ballad “Cherez 
Pole Shyrokeye” (“Across the wide field”) 
arranged by her late uncle Victor Kytasty. 

Ukrainian musicians featured  
at Lincoln Crossroads Music Festival

Organizer of the Lincoln Crossroads Music Festival Erik Higgins (left) joined 
Ukrainian musicians (pictured from left to right) Teryn Kuzma, Alina Kuzma, radio 
show host Genevieve Randall and bandurist Julian Kytasty at Nebraska’s National 

Public Radio station in Lincoln, Neb.

Courtesy of Alex Kuzma



9THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, AUGUST 14, 2022No. 33

Ukrainian National Museum hosts exhibit “Children of War: A Lens on Russia’s Terror in Ukraine”
by Oryna Hrushetsky-Schiffman

CHICAGO – “Right now we need grit, to win – but after-
ward, we will need love, lots of love.”

That was the empathic appeal of Iraq War veteran and 
Spartan Sword Chairman Boone Cutler at the “Children of 
War: A Lens on Russia’s Terror in Ukraine” exhibit that has 
been hosted by Chicago’s Ukrainian National Museum 
since May 6.

As he passionately spoke these words before an audi-
ence that gathered to learn more about the exhibit, Mr. 
Cutler pointed to an image of grit in a scarf mask – a 
Ukrainian soldier lighting a cigarette, while seemingly con-
templating how to transcend the evil his eyes have seen, so 
that his hands can unequivocally exterminate it.

Like that photograph and the photographs of Russian 
terror surrounding it, the guest speakers’ stories flashed 
through this writer’s mind at breakneck speed. Brain 
researchers claim that the human brain can process an 
image that the eye sees for as little as 13 milliseconds. But 
war veterans know that, for those who survived the scenes 
depicted in those photos, the images in this exhibit will 
take a lifetime to process.

Bundled corpses of a mother and infants on a city street. 
A shell-shocked girl weaving camouflage nets for soldiers. 
A grandmother pushed in her wheelchair across the rubble 
that was once her town square. Bombed-out kitchens, with 
teacups still eerily intact.

How does the human brain react after viewing unspeak-
able horror?  It’s often jolted into action, any action, to 
combat impending nihilism. Which is exactly what all of 
the exhibit’s guest speakers have done, in their own ways.

Officials at the museum said they were deeply grateful 
to their generous sponsor, veteran officer and Spartan 
Sword founder Steve Danyliuk, for enabling participants of 
the exhibit to gather and share insights.

Veteran U.S. Marine Andre Rivera recounted how, only 
after rescuing a team of diplomats in 2004’s Iraq War, was 
he able to see and fully comprehend the collateral damage 
– both physical and emotional – that the war took on him.

“The war within will continue for Ukrainian children,” 
he warned. And, as he has done before, Mr. Rivera is pre-
pared to help them fight it.

Viewing and encouraging more people to view these 
images is one way of honoring the photographers who risk, 
and sometimes lose, their lives, like the late longtime 
Reuters photographer Maksim “Max” Levin who was killed 
photographing Russia’s war on Ukraine.

“Every Ukrainian is striving to take a photo powerful 
enough to stop the war,” Mr. Levin previously said.

In organizing the exhibit, museum officials said they are 
attempting to help do just that.

Photographs of Mr. Levin’s modest funeral were missing 
his four children, who could not attend as they had been 
evacuated from their homeland. His widow’s message, how-
ever, was read by Sarah Chadzynski of Dattalion, a grass-
roots group of Ukrainian mothers that document violence 
for U.S. policymakers and support families like the Levins.

“He was thirsty for life.  He wanted all of us to live for the 
truth — the truth is our only ammunition,” Ms. Levin 
wrote.

On display alongside Mr. Levin’s work were the works of 
fellow truth seekers: Ukrainian photographers Yuliya 
Bulgakova, Andriy Dubchak, Ruslan Gorovyi, Anatolii 
Stepanov, Ruslan Lytvyn, Kostiantyn Sova, Vera Blansh, 
who left her successful fashion photography career to 
cover the war, and Polish photographer Grzegorz Litynski.

To celebrate that Poland, once a Ukrainian adversary, 
today heroically stands with Ukraine and to honor Polish 
neighbors, the traditional costumes and flags of both coun-
tries take center stage at the exhibit, where Vice-Consul of 

Ukraine Yevhen Drobot and Vice-Consul of Poland Paulina 
Szafałowicz stood side-by-side during a moment of silence 
honoring the victims of Russia’s terror. Bishop Benedict 
Aleksiychuk of Chicago’s Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy 
offered comfort through prayer.

“Through the lenses of photographers, we want our 
audiences to understand the truth and denounce Russia’s 
false narratives about their history and territorial borders,” 
Lydia Tkaczuk, president of the Ukrainian National 
Museum, said. The museum, which was established 70 
years ago, works to preserve the culture that Russian ter-
ror last aimed to destroy during World War II. 

As guests walk from photo to photo, in a deja vu-like 
daze, each urban apocalypse, landmine-laden road, smoke-
choked sky, each image of loss, destruction and despera-
tion engenders the rawest of rage.

That rage inspired exhibit curator Maria Klimchak’s 
installation of blood-red ribbons tied around the neck of a 
grandmother’s embroidered blouse, the hands of a moth-
er’s embroidered blouse, and, streaming by the dozens 
from a daughter’s blouse, down to the toddler boots on the 
ground. There are no words needed, or even possible. The 
exhibit elicits more rage.

That rage also transformed Samuel Cook from software 
startup founder to philanthropist.  He and his fiancee, 
Katya Mogir, run the Borderlands Foundation, a humani-
tarian aid organization. After funding his employees’ evac-
uation to Poland, he interviewed more than 30 fighters, 
humanitarian volunteers and refugees for his podcast, 
which includes stories of survivors who’ve lost loved ones 
or sources of income. Once corroborated, these stories are 
posted on the Borderlands website so visitors can read and 
choose to donate directly to the survivor that moves them 
most.

Founder of the Ukrainian National Women’s League of 
America (UNWLA), Branch 140, Oksana Taratula, has been 
moved by the plight of Ukrainian babies for six years now. 
Ms. Taratula, Branch 140 President Sofia Zebeliuk and their 
23 members have been organizing fundraisers – from festi-
vals, to fashion shows, to masterclasses, to caroling house 
visits – in order to send incubators and medical supplies to 

Ukraine.
“We need to explain our mission,” she said, and did so 

with a wall installation depicting the branch’s wide-ranging 
events and current collection for the City of Kindness 
orphanage, which is housing children who’ve been 
orphaned by the invasion. 

Kharkiv refugee Elizabeta Dembovska told her story of 
winning the “lottery” by getting out alive, and of now doing 
everything possible to support her friends and family who 
stayed behind to help those who can’t help themselves. She 
said that she is open to working for any fundraising organi-
zation that needs her.

Although only 50 images were on display, co-curators 
Maria Klimchak and American veteran and Vietnam War 
photographer Jerry Kykisz had 1,000 submissions to cull 
for the exhibit. Those that didn’t make it onto the walls 
were edited into a video by editor and museum Executive 
Board Member Irene Bojkewycz, along with footage from 
videographers Oleh Meleshko and Yaroslav Zakharchuk. 

Pianist Vyacheslav Makarkin’s piano performance pro-
vided a pensive atmosphere for guests as they networked 
and determined what actions to take next. The need is end-
less, but it was uplifting to see volunteers prepared to help 
meet the challenge in any way they can.

“Thanks to these photographers the world can see, feel, 
and cry with Ukraine,” said Yevhen Drobot, who later 
encouraged museum guests to follow Taras Shevchenko’s 
edict: “Fight, and you’re sure to win!”

Museum officials said the exhibition space will also be 
shared with inhabitants from the Ukrainian cities of 
Kharkiv, Mariupol, Kherson, Bucha and Sloviansk. Proceeds 
from the exhibit entrance fee will go to support Ukrainian 
children who’ve been orphaned by the invasion and now 
reside in the City of Kindness orphanage.

Museum hours are on Thursday through Sunday, 11:00 
a.m.-4:00 p.m. or by appointment. Individuals who are 
unable to see the exhibit in person but still want to support 
the cause can do so via the following link: https://www.
facebook.com/unwla140/. Readers who would like more 
information can call museum administrator Orysia 
Kourbatov at (312) 421-8020.

Two works of art, installed by Ukrainian National Museum curator Maria Klimchak, are part of the “Children of 
War: A Lens on Russia’s Terror in Ukraine” exhibit that has been hosted by the Chicago-based Museum since May 6.

Courtesy of the Ukrainian National Museum

“Moscow still has the subjection of Ukraine as an aim, 
and to do that they want to understand the human terrain,” 
he told RFE/RL. “They want to know who are their friends 
and who are their foes.”

Russia will mine data, including who is potentially a 
patriot and sympathizer, in an attempt to map out 
Ukrainian society, he said.

That data could come in handy as Moscow-installed 
leaders in the Kherson and Zaporizhia regions push ahead 
with their threatened referendums on joining Russia.

The U.S. State Department said the filtration operations 
are “an apparent effort to change the demographic makeup 
of parts of Ukraine.”

In Kherson, civilians with pro-Ukrainian views are being 
detained en masse, said Natalia Yaschuk, an executive at 
Euro maidan SOS.

That could prevent them from taking part in any refer-
endum, helping generate an outcome that suits Moscow. 
The data and documents gathered could also be used to fal-
sify the poll’s results.

Ms. Levashina’s story ended on a happy note. A 
Mariupol rabbi intervened to get her to Ukrainian-
controlled territory and, from there, to Israel.

Meanwhile, Oleksandr and his family eventually made 

their way to the European Union via Russia.
However, the emotional scars of their ordeals will 

remain with them.
As for those missing since they entered filtration cen-

ters, their whereabouts may not be known until the occu-
pied territories are liberated, said Ms. Yaschuk.

(RFE/RL feature writer Todd Prince contributed to this 
report.)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted with the permis-
sion of Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut 
Ave. NW, Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see https://
www.rferl.org/a/russia-filtration-maps-society-ukraine-ref-
erendums/319 82312.html).

(Continued from page 4)
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atomic energy agency (IAEA), Rafael Grossi, 
to brief attendees at the meeting. It would 
follow increasingly urgent international 
safety concerns and with the Russian occu-
piers reportedly preparing to redirect its 
electricity production in a dangerous pivot 
that relies on diesel generators and other 
aging technology. Desperate safety warn-
ings from Ukrainian and U.N. atomic 
experts have been compounded in the past 
week by intensified shelling around 
Zaporizhia and accusations and counterac-
cusations of risky behavior by the warring 
sides. Operator Enerhoatom and exhausted 
Ukrainian workers still manning the facility 
five months after its capture by Russian 
forces have repeatedly warned of the risks 
of a nuclear catastrophe. Zaporizhia is 
Europe’s largest nuclear plant, and it hous-
es six of Ukraine’s 15 reactors. On August 9, 
Enerhoatom also warned that the occupi-
ers were preparing to redirect Zaporizhia’s 
output to Crimea, which Russia forcibly 
annexed from Ukraine eight years ago. 
Enerhoatom President Petro Kotin told 
Ukrainian television that Russian energy 
agency Rosatom’s plan was “aimed at con-
necting the [Zaporizhia] plant to the 
Crimean electricity grid.” He said doing that 

requires damaging power lines that lead to 
the Ukrainian grid and said at least three 
lines were already damaged, leaving 
Zaporizhia “operating with only one pro-
duction line, which is an extremely danger-
ous way of working.” “When the last pro-
duction line is disconnected,” he said, “the 
plant will be powered by generators run-
ning on diesel. Everything will then depend 
on their reliability and fuel stocks.” U.N. 
Secretary General Antonio Guterres on 
August 8 called any attack on a nuclear 
plant “suicidal” and demanded that U.N. 
inspectors be given access to Zaporizhia. 
On August 9, the IAEA’s Mr. Grossi said that, 
based on the information provided by 
Ukraine, IAEA experts assessed that there 
was no immediate threat to nuclear safety 
as a result of recent shelling. The same day, 
Yevhen Balytskiy, the head of the Russian 
military administration in the region 
around Zaporizhia, told Russian television 
that “the power plant’s air-defense systems 
are being reinforced.” Kyiv and some 
Western leaders have accused Russia of 
“nuclear blackmail” through its army’s 
actions with respect to Zaporizhia and 
other Ukrainian nuclear facilities and 
Moscow’s repeated hints that it might 
deploy its nuclear arsenal in response to 
Western actions stemming from the 
Ukraine conflict. Ukrainian officials have 
blamed shelling that killed at least 13 civil-

ians overnight on August 9-10 on Russian 
forces operating in or around Zaporizhia. 
On August 10, the foreign affairs ministers 
of the Group of Seven (G-7) leading indus-
trialized countries demanded that Russia 
return control of the Zaporizhia plant to 
Ukraine. “Ukrainian personnel responsible 
for the operation of the Zaporizhia nuclear 
power plant must be able to carry out their 
duties without threats or pressure,” a state-
ment from the G-7 foreign affairs ministers 
said on August 10. “It is Russia’s continued 
domination of the nuclear power plant that 
endangers the region.” (RFE/RL, with 
reporting by dpa, Reuters, and TASS)

Two more ships carrying grain leave port

Two more cargo ships carrying grain 
have left Ukraine, the Infrastructure 
Ministry announced on August 9. The ships 
were to travel across the Black Sea in a con-
voy headed toward the Bosphorus under a 
deal with Russia to ease agricultural 
exports from Ukrainian ports. The ministry 
said on Facebook that the two ships depart-
ed from Chornomorsk, south of Odesa, car-
rying a total of 70,000 tons of grain and 
food. It said that one of the ships, the Rahmi 
Yaggi, was bound for Turkey with 5,300 
tons of products, while the other, the Ocean 
Lion, was carrying some 65,000 tons of 
corn to South Korea. With the departures, a 
total of 12 ships have left three different 
Ukrainian Black Sea ports under the deal 
between Russia and Ukraine brokered late 
last month by the United Nations and 
Turkey. Exports from Ukraine – one of the 
world’s biggest grain producers – had been 
halted by a Russian naval blockade and the 
Ukrainian mining of the ports. The halt of 
grain shipments from Ukraine contributed 
to a spike in global food prices and caused 
concern about countries in the Middle East 
and Africa receiving enough grain and 
other commodities to feed their popula-
tions. The resumption of grain exports is 
being overseen by a Joint Coordination 
Center (JCC) in Istanbul where Russian, 
Ukrainian, Turkish and U.N. personnel are 
working. The first ship to depart Ukraine 
under the deal brokered by the U.N. and 
Turkey reached its destination, Lebanon, 
on August 7, but the buyer refused the 
shipment citing a five-month delay, the 
Ukrainian Embassy in Lebanon said. The 
ship was looking for another consignee to 

unload its cargo in Lebanon or any other 
country or port. It was off the coast of 
Turkey on August 9, according to the web-
site MarineTraffic. (RFE/RL’s Ukrainian 
Service, with reporting by AFP)

Shelling said to have killed 13 civilians

The governor of Ukraine’s central 
Dnipropetrovsk region says 13 civilians 
were killed by Russian shelling overnight in 
Nikopol and Marhanets, and 11 more peo-
ple injured, five of them seriously. Valentyn 
Reznichenko said two of the victims died at 
Marhanets Hospital despite efforts to save 
them. Mr. Reznichenko described the scene 
of the attacks, on the Kakhovka Reservoir of 
the Dnieper River in south-central Ukraine, 
in a burst of Telegram posts early on August 
10. “We had a terrible night. ... We have 11 
dead. ... All peaceful people who had plans 
for life today,” Mr. Reznichenko wrote. He 
later revised the death toll to 13. “It is very 
difficult to get bodies from under the rub-
ble,” he added. Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said later that 
Ukraine would respond to the Russian 
shelling of Marhanets. Mr. Zelenskyy said in 
his nightly video address on August 10 that 
Kyiv “will not leave today’s Russian shelling 
of the Dnipropetrovsk region unanswered.” 
Ukrainians and the country’s allies must 
think about “how to inflict the greatest pos-
sible losses on the occupiers in order to 
shorten the war,” he said. The areas that 
were reportedly struck are about 20 kilo-
meters away and on the opposite side of the 
Dnieper from the Zaporizhia Nuclear Power 
Plant, which was seized early in the five-
month-old invasion and has been shelled 
several times in the past week, sparking 
intense international concern. Marhanets 
was worst hit, the governor said, with 20 
multiple-story buildings damaged including 
schools, a dormitory and a cultural center. 
Andriy Yermak, Mr. Zelenskyy’s chief of 
staff, said Russia was launching attacks 
with impunity from Zaporizhia knowing it 
was risky for Ukraine to fight back. “The 
Russian troops can’t win battles, so they 
keep attacking the cities, hiding at the 
Zaporizhia NPP facilities and blackmailing 
the world with nuclear incidents,” Mr. 
Yermak said on Twitter. Russia has not 
commented on the allegations of the attack 

(Continued from page 2)
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With deep sorrow we announce that 

William Theodore Kostiw
age 101, passed away on Wednesday, July 27, 2022. 
He was born on January 12, 1921 of ancient Ukrainian stock 

in the Ukrainian village of Dolzyca now in Poland. He was predeceased in 
2012 by his wife of over 60 years, Pauline Baran Kostiw. 

Bill, as his friends called him, made his career at American LaFrance 
in Elmira as a painting supervisor and union member. He was a lifetime 
member of St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church in Elmira Heights and 
one of its trustees. His love of America and its freedoms led him to his 
lifetime passion for the sovereignty of his ancestral homeland, Ukraine. 

He leaves behind his sons, Michael V. (wife Carolyn) and Robert (wife 
Sandy); his grandchildren, Michael W. (Kim), Kristen (Kyle), Jessica (Jon), 
Bobby (Sarie), Joseph, Matthew and Katie; and 9 great grandchildren, 
Eloise, Alice Pauline, Charlotte, Lucas, Brady, Ava, Elise, Lila, Kyle David 
and a tenth great granddaughter months away. 

His many friends worldwide have expressed sympathies for his passing. 
Viewing was held on Monday, August 1st, from 6 to 8 pm at the James 

D. Barrett Funeral Home, with Parastas at 7:30 pm. 
Panakhyda took place on Tuesday, August 2nd, at 9:30 am at the funeral 

home, followed by Divine Liturgy at 10 am in St. Nicholas Ukrainian 
Catholic Church with Father Teodor Czabala as celebrant. Interment was 
in St. Nicholas Cemetery. 

The family suggests that any contributions made in his name should 
be directed toward support for Ukraine and its people now under attack. 
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on Marhanets and the Ukrainian side’s 
claims could not be independently verified. 
Moscow has said it does not deliberately 
target civilians. Russia’s envoy to talks in 
Vienna to revive the Iran nuclear deal, 
Mikhail Ulyanov, told the Rossiya-24 TV 
channel on August 10 that Ukraine’s claims 
that Russia allegedly rigged the power plant 
with mines were false. U.N. Secretary 
General Antonio Guterres called on August 
8 for international inspectors to be given 
access to the Zaporizhia plant after Ukraine 
and Russia traded accusations over the 
recent shelling of the facility. “Any attack on 
a nuclear plant is a suicidal thing,” Mr. 

Guterres said. The Group of Seven (G-7) 
condemned Russia’s occupation and called 
on Moscow to immediately hand back full 
control of the plant. Ukrainian staff operat-
ing the plant “must be able to carry out 
their duties without threats or pressure. It 
is Russia’s continued control of the plant 
that endangers the region,” the G-7 foreign 
affairs ministers said in a statement. The 
ministers stressed the importance of allow-
ing experts from the International Atomic 
Energy Agency to be sent to the power 
plant to address nuclear safety and security 
concerns. They warned that Russia’s 
actions significantly increase the risk of a 
nuclear incident and put the people of 
Ukraine, neighboring states, and the world 
at risk. (RFE/RL, with reporting by AFP, 
Reuters, TASS and dpa)

(Continued from page 10)
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The Ukrainian president said that the 
Russian army struck memorials to the vic-
tims of the Holocaust, cemeteries and a 
prisoner of war camp in Olenivka.

“And there are no reports [from 
Amnesty] about it for some reason. This is 
such immoral selectivity,” Mr. Zelenskyy 
said.

“Anyone who absolves Russia and artifi-
cially creates a context in which some 
attacks by terrorists are supposedly justi-
fied or supposedly understandable cannot 
fail to realize that this is helping the terror-
ists. And if these are purposefully mislead-
ing reports, then they [Amnesty] share 
responsibility for the death of people,” said 
Mr. Zelenskyy, adding that the Russia mili-
tary has destroyed almost 200 religious 
buildings, 900 medical facilities and more 
than 2,200 educational institutions 
throughout Ukraine since February 24.

Mykhailo Podolyak, an advisor to the 
Ukrainian president, called the Amnesty 
report was a part of the Russian disinfor-
mation campaign.

“Today, Russia is making every effort to 
discredit the Armed Forces of Ukraine in 
the eyes of Western society and disrupt the 
supply of weapons, using the entire net-
work of its agents of influence. It is a shame 
that such an organization as Amnesty 
International participates in this disinfor-
mation and propaganda campaign,” Mr. 
Podolyak said.

He also emphasized that Ukrainian sol-
diers were fighting to defend their people 
and their families from an unprovoked war 
launched by Russian President Vladimir 
Putin.

“People’s lives are an absolute priority 
for Ukraine, which is why we are evacuat-
ing residents of the frontline cities,” he con-
cluded.

Ukrainian Foreign Affairs Minister 
Dmytro Kuleba, in turn, said that he was 
outraged by Amnesty International’s state-
ment and considered it unfair characteriza-
tion of the Ukrainian military.

“This behavior of Amnesty International 
is not about finding and reporting the truth 
to the world. It is about creating a false bal-
ance between the criminal and the victim, 
between a country that destroys thousands 
of civilians and entire cities, and a country 

that desperately defends itself, saving its 
people and a whole continent from this 
influx. Stop creating a false reality where 
everyone is a little guilty of something. 
Engage in reporting the truth about what 
Russia is today,” Mr. Kuleba said.

From April to July, Amnesty experts 
inspected the sites where Russian missiles 
landed in the Kharkiv, Mykolaiv and 
Donbas regions of Ukraine. They inter-
viewed survivors and witnesses and stud-
ied satellite images.

“Ukraine’s tactics violated international 
humanitarian law by turning civilian 
objects into military targets. As a result of 
Russian strikes on populated areas that fol-
lowed, civilians were killed, and civilian 
infrastructure was destroyed,” Amnesty 
International wrote in their report.

During this analysis, human rights 
defenders found “evidence that Ukrainian 
forces carried out strikes from residential 
areas and were also based in residential 
buildings in 19 cities and villages of the 
regions,” the report said.

“Most residential areas where soldiers 
were stationed were several miles from the 
front line, and there were viable alterna-
tives that would not endanger civilians, 
such as military bases, dense forests or 
other structures located further away from 
residential areas,” the Amnesty report said.

At the same time, Amnesty International 
said that they are unaware of any docu-
mented cases of the military asking or help-
ing to evacuate civilians from nearby build-
ings to minimize civilian casualties. The 
human rights organization noted that 22 of 
the 29 schools it visited in the Donbas and 
Mykolaiv regions housed either members of 
the Ukrainian Armed Forces or Ukrainian 
military equipment and weapons.

Amnesty International’s report was 
based partly on the testimony of people 
under pressure in the occupied territories, 
Ukraine’s Center for Strategic Communica-
tions and Information Security, which is a 
part of the Ministry of Culture and 
Information Policy, said on August 8.

The Center wrote that journalists and 
volunteers were involved in collecting 
nearly all of the data for the Amnesty 
report from people in parts of Ukraine con-
trolled by Kyiv. Some evidence, however, 
was collected in filtration camps and pris-
ons in the occupied regions.

“Most of the data for the report was 
obtained during the survey of persons who 

(Continued from page 1)

Kyiv rebukes... were evacuated to temporarily uncon-
trolled territories of Ukraine: the territory 
of Donetsk and Luhansk regions or Crimea. 
In particular, the material was collected on 
the territory of filtration camps and pris-
ons, and the survey was conducted among 
those ‘willing’ to provide this kind of infor-
mation,” the Center for Strategic 
Communications said in a statement.

The center concluded that information 
collected in this way “should not have been 
used at all during the preparation of the 
report” because the interviews were con-
ducted under “obvious pressure from the 
security forces of the Russian Federation.”

“The materials collected by journalists 
and hired volunteers were also checked by 
the administration of institutions and, in 
some cases, employees of the FSB [the 
Russian security service] of the Russian 
Federation,” the Center said.

In response to Amnesty report on 
Ukraine, Peter Stano, a representative of 
the European Commission, said at a brief-
ing in Brussels, said that Russia has been 
carrying out unjustified attacks on civilian 
targets while the Ukrainian army has been 
trying to protect those same civilians.

He emphasized that everything happen-
ing in Ukraine is a direct consequence of 
Russia’s illegal, unjustified and unprovoked 
aggression that has sought to kill Ukrainian 
civilians, destroy civil infrastructure and 
turn pensioners, women, children, hospi-
tals and railway stations into military tar-
gets.

“Russia is attacking civilian targets, and 
the Ukrainian army is fighting against this 
aggression and trying to protect the civilian 
population. In this situation, of course, 
there is a need to place military equipment 
in areas under attack that are inhabited by 
civilians. This is another example of how 
Russian aggression against Ukraine is inhu-
mane and unjustified,” Mr. Stano said.

The head of Amnesty International’s 
Ukrainian office, Oksana Pokalchuk, said 
she was resigning in response to the report.

“Everything crashed against the wall of 
bureaucracy and a deaf language barrier. 
It’s not about English; it’s about the fact 
that if you don’t live in a country invaded by 
invaders and are tearing it to pieces, you 
probably don’t understand what it’s like to 
condemn an   army of defenders,” Ms. 
Pokalchuk wrote on Facebook.

She also emphasized that Amnesty 
International, which issued a press release 
about the report on August 4, did not reach 
out to Ukrainian officials for comment 
about their conclusions.

Amnesty International officials did even-
tually reach out to the Ministry of Defense 
with a request for a reaction, but Ms. 
Pokalchuk noted that Ukrainian officials 
were given very little time to answer.

“As a result, the organization created a 
report that sounded as though it was sup-
port Russian narratives” about the war in 
Ukraine, she said, adding that she believes 
the report is now being used as a tool of 
Russian propaganda.

Two other Amnesty International offi-
cials also protested the report.

The co-founder of the Swedish branch of 
Amnesty International, Per Wästberg, 
announced that he was leaving his post 
because of the report.

“I have been a member of the organiza-
tion for almost 60 years. It is with a heavy 
heart that I end my long and fruitful coop-
eration due to Amnesty’s statements 
regarding the war in Ukraine,” said Mr. 
Wästberg.

The Polish branch of Amnesty Interna-
tional condemned the Russian army for 
their actions against the civilian population 
in Ukraine and emphasized that Kyiv has 
the right to defend itself against the 
Russian military.

lar, reads as follows: “Are You Ready To Sing 
The Ukrainian Anthem? Kherson Is 10 
Kilometers From Freedom.”

Yet another provided instructions on 
how to make Molotov cocktails.

On August 6, the Yellow Ribbon organi-

zation – Zhovta Strichka in Ukrainian – 
announced that it had launched an under-
ground newspaper called Voice Of The 
Partisan to be distributed locally.

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/31982000.html).

(Continued from page 6)
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Delegates of 75th UOL Convention celebrate milestone
UOC-U.S.A.

CARNEGIE, Pa. – The 75th convention of 
the Ukrainian Orthodox League (UOL) of 
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the 
U.S.A. was held on July 27-31 and hosted by 
the Senior UOL Chapter of Ss. Peter and 
Paul Ukrainian Orthodox Church in 
Carnegie, Pa. Approximately 120 delegates 
from across the United States, including 
clergy and representatives of various UOL 
chapters, gathered at the Double Tree 
Hotel in Greentree, Pa.

Metropolitan Antony and Archbishop 
Daniel, ruling hierarchs of the UOC-U.S.A., 
actively participated in the daily sessions of 
the convention.

The convention began on a spiritual 
note with a prayer offered before the first 
business session, which was called to 
order at 6 p.m. on July 27. Following the 
Invocation offered by Metropolitan Antony, 
the Pledge of Allegiance to the U.S. flag, the 
singing of the U.S. national anthem, open-
ing remarks and greetings were offered by 
Karen Ferraro and Natalie Hrytsay, Senior 
and Junior UOL National Executive Board 
presidents, respectively. Convention 
Spiritual Advisor Rev. Fr. John Charest (of 

Ss. Peter and Paul Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church in Carnegie, Pa.) and Senior 
Convention Committee Chairman Trace 
Sally welcomed all of the guests to the 
Pittsburgh metropolitan area and offered 
the full services and assistance of the host-
ing chapter.

The first formal session of the day con-
cluded with the approval of the formal 
agenda, minutes, financial records and 
audit reports.

The feast day of St. Prince Volodymyr the 
Great was commemorated with a hierarchi-
cal divine liturgy at the hotel chapel to 
begin activities on July 28.

With the conclusion of divine liturgy, 
Archbishop Daniel shared a reflection, call-
ing upon the delegates of the UOC-U.S.A. to 
immerse themselves into the spiritually 
rich and uplifting treasury of Christ’s pres-
ence in participants’ lives. The archbishop 
called upon the delegates of the UOL 
Convention to make St. Volodymyr’s legacy 
alive by living the faith of the ancient forefa-
thers and offering themselves in service to 
others through the acts of charity and kind-
ness. In particular, he called upon the par-
ticipants of the divine liturgy to offer their 
sincere prayers for the people of Ukraine, 

which is currently fighting to defend itself 
in an unprovoked full-scale war launched 
by Russia on February 24.

The convention resumed later that day 
and was highlighted by a keynote presenta-
tion by Very Rev. Fr. John Chakos of Holy 
Trinity Greek Orthodox Church in 
Pittsburgh, who reflected on the ministry of 
the Holy Orthodox Church among the 
Mayan people in Guatemala.

Delegates then met for group discussion, 
during which time they touched on the 
UOL’s Strategic Plan, the Youth Activities of 
the Church, Ukrainian refugees, and the 
Church’s spiritual offerings.

A “Through the Decades” dinner and 
dance held on July 28 was the highlight of 
the evening, and the day’s activities con-
cluded with evening prayers in the hotel 
chapel.

A Ukrainian Christmas in July evening 
was held on July 29 at Cefalo’s Banquet and 
Event Center in Carnegie, Pa., which fea-
tured the story of the Ukrainian Christmas 
Spider, performed by the Kyiv Ukrainian 
Dance Ensemble of Carnegie, Pa.

Additional speakers during the 
Convention included Melinda Johnson, 

author and marketing director for Ancient 
Faith Ministries, and Michael Kapeluck, an 
iconographer. Mr. Kapeluck’s presentation 
was titled “Icons and Sacred Space.”

A pysanky etching workshop led by 
Tracey Sally was held on July 29. The 
Convention also featured a Ukrainian mar-
ket place that offered shopping for the dele-
gates that was later opened to the public, as 
was the UOL Historical Room, which show-
cased glimpses from the UOL’s past conven-
tions and activities.

The Convention Grand Banquet and Ball 
(decorated in a 1940s theme) was held in 
the evening on July 30 with music by Zirka 
from Canada. During the event, individuals 
were presented with awards and winners 
of raffle baskets were announced.

The Convention formally concluded on 
July 31 with a hierarchical divine liturgy 
and farewell brunch at Ss. Peter and Paul 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church.

Details on the 76th UOL Convention, to 
be hosted by the UOL National Executive 
Board, will be announced in the future. 
Individuals can learn more by visiting the 
Ukrainian Orthodox League website, www.
uolofusa.org.

Junior members of the Ukrainian Orthodox League hold group discussions during 
the Convention.

Archbishop Daniel reads the Gospel for the feast day of St. Prince Volodymyr the Great.
Reader Mykola Zhuravchyk

expert, July 9).
Such wording decisively breaks the com-

mon stereotypes that, in the event of the 
Russian state’s collapse, a “war of all 
against all” will begin on its territory and 
nuclear weapons will become uncontrolled. 
In fact, forum participants from different 
regions favored international control of 
Moscow’s nuclear arsenal. And the various 
groups do not hold feelings of mutual hos-
tility. On the contrary, they are united by a 
sharply critical position toward the 
Kremlin, which has turned the regions of 
Russia into impoverished colonies of raw 
materials, does not allow for the free elec-
tion of regional governments and has 
recently used regional inhabitants as can-
non fodder for the imperial war in Ukraine 
(Ruski.radio.cz, July 25; see Eurasia Daily 
Monitor, July 26).

Jamestown Foundation analyst Janusz 
Bugajski, who participated online at the 
forum with the presentation of his recent 
book, “Failed State: A Guide to Russia’s 
Rupture,” pointed out a crucial paradox: 
“Western fear of ‘Russia’s collapse’ is 
remarkably in tune with the Kremlin’s own 
narratives – its propagandists also keep 

saying that, if the Moscow empire collapses, 
then global chaos will ensue. But geopoliti-
cal revolutions happen regardless of the 
Kremlin’s desires or the Western belief in a 
‘permanent’ status quo” (Region.expert, 
July 29). Paul Goble, another Jamestown 
expert, addressed the forum, reminiscing 
on the annual Captive Nations Week. 
Unfortunately, this problematic viewpoint 
did not disappear with the collapse of com-
munism and, in some cases, even wors-
ened, as is the case with the Kremlin’s 
imperial revanchism (Region.expert, July 
21).

Russian politicians and propaganda 
reacted to the forum with expected indig-
nation. But apart from emotions and con-
spiracy theories, the counterarguments 
that were put forward are quite telling. 
According to the anonymous authors of RT, 
Russians’ mission is to act as “state-forming 
glue” (News-front.info, July 23). This is a 
classic imperial doctrine, in which the state 
does not serve citizens, but rather citizens 
serve the state. As such, Russia’s regional 
inhabitants must not have any interests of 
their own, except to keep Moscow in power. 
According to Andrey Medvedev, deputy 
speaker of the Moscow City Duma, 
demands for regional self-government in 
Siberia, as Moscow’s main colony, and in 
Kaliningrad pose a particular danger 

(EADaily.com, July 24).
Here, the classic double standard should 

be presented. While the Kremlin insists on 
“multipolarity” on the world stage, inside 
its enormous, diverse country, the govern-
ment immediately eschews that doctrine, 
depriving all regions of their federal struc-
tures, instead subordinating them to the 
“single pole” in Moscow (Svoboda.org, July 
27). Overall, it is understandable why the 
forum’s ideas are unacceptable to Putin. 
Direct, “horizontal” connections among dif-
ferent regions would not need the 
Kremlin’s “vertical of power,” which could 
precipitate “the collapse of the country.”

The Forum of Free Nations has set bold 
and ambitious goals for the post-Russia 
future. But difficulties in their implementa-
tion abound. Here, we are referencing 
semantic differences between the interna-
tional and Russian understanding of some 
terms. For example, if the word “nation” 
refers to “citizenship” in the international 
sense, then in Russia the meaning is often 
reduced to “ethnicity” – a legacy of the 
Soviet era when passports had a “nationali-
ty” column, which really meant ethnic ori-
gin. Despite the fact that about 80 percent 
of the Russian population considers them-
selves Russians in the census, ethnic issues 
remain extremely important. Residents of 
many Russian republics are dissatisfied 

with the intensified processes of imperial 
Russification and the suppression of their 
republican languages   under Putin. Such a 
policy is carried out, not in the interests of 
ethnic Russians, but for the purpose of gen-
eral imperial unitarization.

Yet, the Kremlin speaks on behalf of the 
“Russian world,” or deliberately contributes 
to ethnic conflicts. Therefore, at the Prague 
Forum, a proposal was made to rename the 
grouping from the “Forum of the Free 
Nations of Russia” to the “Forum of Post-
Russia’s States,” which moves away from 
the ambiguous interpretation of “nation” 
and instead focuses on the post-imperial 
reconstruction of northern Eurasia.

It is especially hopeful that forum partic-
ipants expressed a common mood toward 
solving emerging problems in international 
law. The next forum is scheduled for 
September and will focus on a more local 
topic: Russian regions along the Baltic Sea 
and relations with their European neigh-
bors. Indeed, the Kremlin has done its best 
to drive a wedge between these regions 
and Europe, despite the wishes of local res-
idents.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)
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Ukraine places seventh at European 
Youth Olympic Festival

Forty-six Ukrainian athletes competed at 
the 2022 European Youth Olympic Festival 
on July 24-30 in Banska Bystrica, Slovakia. 
A total of 2,253 athletes representing 48 
nations participated in 120 events in 10 
sports. The sports included artistic gym-
nastics, athletics, badminton, basketball, 
cycling, handball, judo, swimming, tennis 
and volleyball.

Team Ukraine finished seventh overall 
with 18 total medals and seventh in gold 
medals with six. 39 countries won medals 
in Slovakia.

Ukrainian gold medal winners included 
Rodomyr Stelmakh, a 17-year-old from 
Zaporizhia who won gold in men’s all-
around gymnastics, and Olha Mashanien-
kova in girls’ 400-meter hurdles with a per-
sonal best record time of 59.49 seconds.

Ukraine dominated in judo, winning a 
total of five medals in the sport, including 
three gold medals. Stanislav Korchemliuk 
(81 kg), Yelyzaveta Lytvynenko (78 kg) and 
Diana Semchenko (+78 kg) were gold med-
al-winning judokas.

Shevchenko expresses thanks  
to Swiatek

On July 23, No. 1-ranked World Tennis 
Association (WTA) star Iga Swiatek’s chari-
ty event for Ukraine was held in Krakow, 
Poland. Swiatek, 2012 Wimbledon finalist 
Agnieska Radwanska, Martyn Pavelski and 
Ukrainians Elina Svitolina and Sergiy 
Stakhovsky participated in the event. 
Svitolina did not compete due to her 
impending pregnancy, but served as chair 
umpire for the two matches played at the 
event.

Ukrainian football legend Andriy 
Shevchenko expressed much gratitude for 
the charity affair “Iga Swiatek and Friends 
for Ukraine.” In a video posted by Laureus 
Sport, per Sportskeeda, Shevchenko said, “I 
want to thank you, Polish people, for being 
very kind to my country, to host us here, to 
provide for all our needs. Thank you so 
much for your support. Also, I want to 
thank Iga Swiatek and [Polish soccer star] 
Robert Lewandowski for taking a big part 
in the achievement to help my country 
raise funds and be supportive against the 
war in Ukraine.”

“She is so young, only 21 and she is 
already doing so much,” Shevchenko added, 
speaking of Swiatek. “It’s amazing. On 
Saturday in Krakow, I found out how pow-
erful sport is in connecting people and how 
much we can achieve to help others when 
we use it wisely. Thank you for the support. 
Thank you, Agnieszka, Sergiy, Martyn, 
Andriy, Elina for being here,” Swiatek said 
following the event, according to Tennis 
World.

The young Polish superstar has been 
supporting the Ukrainian people since 
Russia invaded Ukraine in late February. 
Swiatek has gone out of her way to support 
Ukraine and admits she is disappointed to 
see that some people have seemingly for-
gotten about the situation in Ukraine. She 
specifically referenced the blue-and-yellow 
ribbons that many WTA tour players wore 
for a few matches in February and then 
removed them. Swiatek’s ribbons, symbol-
izing the Ukrainian national colors, have 
stayed with her and will remain with her 
until the war ends.

Andy Murray backs up support  
for Ukraine

Barely a few weeks after Russia invaded 
Ukraine, three-time Grand Slam champion 

Andy Murray announced that he would be 
donating the remainder of this season’s 
earnings on the ATP tour to Ukraine 
UNICEF Aid to help needy Ukrainian chil-
dren.

On July 30, the 35-year-old reaffirmed 
his continued support for Ukraine ahead of 
the Citi Open, which took place in 
Washington, D.C. the first week of August. 
He wanted to make certain that people are 
still aware of the ongoing crisis in Ukraine 
which has now entered its sixth month.

“It’s not the main story on the news 
every day like it was back then,” Murray 
said, via Ben Rothenberg of Racquet 
Magazine. “You can’t just forget about this. 
It’s still going on. People are getting killed, 
children are still having to flee their homes, 
and are in really, really tragic situations. I 
think it’s important that the media contin-
ues to shine a light on it, keeps talking 
about it.”

Immediately after the February 24 inva-
sion, tennis players and tournament orga-
nizers were outspoken about the crisis. In 
March, some players wore ribbons in sup-
port of Ukraine at select events. It is 
Murray’s opinion that the support from the 
tennis community has faded in recent 
months.

Support for Ukraine returned at the Citi 
Open, where tournament sponsors 
announced they would match Murray’s 
earnings from their tournament to support 
Ukrainian relief efforts. Heading into the 
Citi Open, Murray had already donated 
more than $300,000 to the effort since 
competing in the BNP Paribas Open in 
Indian Wells on March 10-20. As luck 
would have it, Murray lost in the first 
round. He was defeated by Mikael Ymer, 
4-6, 6-3, 4-6. Murray was not 100 percent, 
as he was suffering from severe cramping 
during the match.

Ukraine withdraws  
from muay thai youth event

The Ukrainian team officially withdrew 
from the 2022 IFMA Muay Thai world 
youth championship after learning Russia 
would participate.

Radomyr Stelmakh, seen in June, won a 
gold in men’s all-around gymnastics at 
the 2022 European Youth Olympic 
Festival on July 24-30 in Banska Byst-

rica, Slovakia.  

Martin Rulsch, via Wikipedia
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Ukrainian forward Ivan Lodnia was 
announced as the Chicago Wolves’ nominee 
for the American Hockey League’s Yanick 
Dupre Award that goes to the league’s 
2021-2022 Person of the Year award.

Due to season-long health and safety 
protocols instituted by the AHL, Wolves 
players were limited in opportunities to 
connect with Chicagoans and support local 
charities with their customary enthusiasm. 
Lodnia, a 22-year-old native of Los Angeles, 
transformed his passion for his Ukrainian 
heritage into an urgent social media cam-
paign to support Ukraine in its ongoing war 
against Russia.

Lodnia’s father, Konstantin, and mother, 
Irina, are from Ukraine. His sister, Masha, 
was born in Ukraine. The family moved to 
the United States in 1996 with only a few 
dollars and a deep desire to experience the 
American dream. Since Lodnia’s birth on 
August 31, 1999, much of their dream has 
revolved around him developing into an 
National Hockey League-worthy player. 
When Russia invaded Ukraine on February 
24, it reminded the Lodnias exactly how 
much they identify with their homeland – 

more so because they have family living 
there.

An uncle of Lodnia’s joined the 
Ukrainian Army the first week of the war. 
An aunt of his could not get out of the coun-
try and is in hiding. Another uncle made it 
to Poland after a grueling 25-hour drive. At 
one point, Lodnia’s father suggested he 
would return to Ukraine to join the fight. 
When Lodnia declared he would quit hock-
ey and join him, Konstantin changed his 
mind. They do what they can to help from 
America.

As an expression of his sympathy and 
support, Lodnia had Wolves equipment 
manager Ryan Shoufer paint the upper yel-
low stripe on the outside of his skates blue. 
They now look like the Ukrainian flag.

Lodnia also launched a social media 
campaign and conducted interviews to 
publicize NovaUkraine.org – a non-profit 
organization that has raised $30 million to 
help the Ukrainian people. At the family’s 
ice rink in Anaheim, Calif., they have been 
collecting donations and clothes and then 
sending them to Ukraine.

Each of the AHL’s 31 teams nominated 

either a worthy player or team employee 
for this year’s Yanick Dupre Memorial 
Award. Iowa defenseman Dakota Mermis 
received the honor, which was announced 
by the league on May 12.

Signs AHL contract

When a player is put on unconditional 
waivers and has his contract terminated, 
the next step is usually to sign overseas and 
continue the hockey career far away from 
the NHL. In Lodnia’s case, something quite 
the opposite transpired. The young for-
ward, who had his deal with the Minnesota 
Wild terminated late in 2021, signed an 
AHL contract with the Chicago Wolves.

This was actually an upgrade for the 
22-year-old Ukrainian forward, as the Wild 
had assigned him to the East Coast Hockey 
League (ECHL) to start the 2021-2022 sea-
son. Lodnia refused to report to the Iowa 
Heartlanders, earning a suspension for his 
action. In Chicago he got the chance to play 
in the AHL where he could showcase his 
skills for another NHL organization.

The Wolves are an independent minor 
league team, meaning that, although they 
are affiliated with the Carolina Hurricanes, 
they can also make transactions for them-
selves. The club saw value in acquiring the 
2017 third-round pick, although Lodnia has 
shown limited talent to this point. In 2020-
2021, he was loaned to Dynamo Minsk of 
the Russian Kontinental Hockey League 

During the Calgary Flames’ first round of 
National Hockey League (NHL) playoff 
action against the Dallas Stars in the recent-
ly completed season, Matthew Tkachuk 
made a huge difference as a multi-dimen-
sional player. He managed six points in the 
seven-game elimination of the Stars, 
including five assists in five different games 
and a game-tying goal in the series clincher. 
His final helper set up Johnny Gaudreau’s 
overtime winner. His feistiness resulted in 
14 penalty minutes with a couple of fights 
and roughing minors. For an encore, in 
Calgary’s first game of the second round 
versus Edmonton, Tkachuk scored a hat 
trick. In each of the games, Tkachuk was 
the straw that stirred the Flames’ drink.

The opening 20 minutes of the first 
game against Dallas saw Tkachuk throw 
several hip checks, set up Elias Lindholm’s 
goal, rock Stars defenseman John Klingburg 
with a thunderous hit and tangle with Stars 
winger Michael Raffl in a fight. An incredi-
bly active period of playoff hockey quickly 
proved Tkachuk is a team leader, a player 
built for playoff hockey, an emotional and 
physical presence with a skillset to play any 
type of game.

Tkachuk’s 42 goals and 62 assists for a 
career-high 104 points in the regular season 
make the 24-year-old Ukrainian a relied 
upon Flame for post-season production. 
The 6-foot-2, 200-pound left wing has fea-
tured a hard-edged style since his National 
Hockey League (NHL) debut at age 18 that 
complements his expanding set of skills.

Tkachuk’s playoff experiences in his first 
five years in the NHL were undistinguished. 
Calgary missed the post-season twice and 
was eliminated in the first round another 
two times. Two years ago in Edmonton’s 
playoff bubble, Tkachuk suffered a concus-
sion which took him out of a first-round 
series against Dallas. The hope was to take 
motivation from the upsetting and frustrat-
ing past experiences, learn from them and 
improve. The “heartbeat” of the team, a 
tough guy to play against on a big stage, the 
NHL may not have seen the best of Tkachuk 
yet.

Tkachuk was one of 24 Ukrainians to 
play in the NHL during the 2021-2022 reg-
ular season. The 23 Ukrainians have been 
categorized into four groupings: A-list (top 
performers), B-list (solid players), C-list 
(third-line forwards/defensemen) and 
prospects with a future. Here is our annual 
recap of the recently concluded NHL cam-
paign, Ukrainian style.

Tkachuks, Makar, Pelech A-list stars

Tkachuk and the Colorado Avalanche’s 
Cale Makar, whose exploits have been pre-
viously extolled on these pages, are the 
2021-2022 Ukrainian MVP’s. Tkachuk’s 42 
goals and 104 points are career bests. 
Makar flirted with 30 goals all year long 
and led all defensemen in goals (28), assists 
(58) and points (86). His superior scoring 
and deft set-ups steered the Avalanche to a 
quick 4-0 sweep of the Nashville Predators 
in the initial round of the Stanley Cup play-
offs. Another Tkachuk, Ottawa’s newly 
appointed captain Brady Tkachuk, turned 
in his own outstanding production for a 
rebuilding franchise, posting 30G, 37A, 
67PTS and a most feisty 117 minutes in 
penalties. New York Islanders’ defenseman 
Adam Pelech (78GP, 3-25-28, 42PIM) rose 
to the top of his team’s defense corps, dis-
playing some hidden passing skills to go 
with his consistently strong talents in the 
defensive zone.

A solid quintet on the blueline

Our B-list of Ukrainian NHLers is com-
prised of five defensemen, each experienc-
ing a most unique season in 2021-2022. 
Veteran Jamie Oleksiak got the big bucks 
when he decided to go with expansion club 
Seattle Kraken last off-season. He inked a 
five-year $23 million contract to get ‘Kraken’ 
with the league’s 32nd franchise. Their 
inaugural campaign was, as expected and 
contrary to the debut season by the Vegas 
Golden Nights several seasons ago, a strug-
gle on the ice with a new coach, new system 
and an entirely new team with various play-
ers trying to adapt to each other. Oleksiak 
played a top-four role on Seattle’s defense 

and managed 1-16-17PTS and 54PIM in 72 
games. He compiled 182 hits, blocked 86 
shots and his minus-1 rating was a positive 
sign given how poor the team’s defense was 
in general. The biggest surprise was Mark 
Pysyk (68-3-9-12-16) who returned to 
Buffalo on a one-year deal in hopes of infus-
ing some veteran leadership into a lost fran-
chise trying to find itself. By the end of the 
season, he was a top-four defender, major 
minute muncher and a steady, calming influ-
ence on a very young club.

Colton Parayko (80-6-29-35-18) 
regressed in scoring totals, but he picked it 
up defensively on a St. Louis Blues squad 
that finally got going in the last several 
weeks of the regular season. Jakob 
Chychrun (47-7-14-21-47) was about to get 
moved by the Arizona Coyotes until a seri-
ous injury derailed his year and scared off 
potential trade partners. He could turn out 
to be the face of the Coyotes going forward. 
Brett Kulak (74-5-16-21-45), who began the 
season as a number five defenseman with 
the Montreal Canadians, proceeded to have 
an all-around career year on a team which 
did not look like a returning Stanley Cup 
finalist. He got upgraded to the Edmonton 
Oilers on trade deadline day. It took him a 
while, but he just might have found himself 
a home on the Oilers’ defense corps.

Lazar bounces back

Curtis Lazar certainly capitalized on his 
opportunity with the Boston Bruins, seeing 
time on both the third and fourth forward 
lines, at center and at wing. His forte is 
checking and physicality along the boards 
even though he’s not a big guy. His produc-
tion (8G, 8A) in 70 games was a bonus. The 
Chicago Blackhawks obtained Taylor 
Raddysh (74-11-11-22-10) from the Tampa 
Bay Lightning at the trade deadline and 
immediately profited from his offensive 
skills. Kieffer Bellows was a typical Islander 
in 2021-2022, as he was up and down, 
infected with COVID-19, injured and out of 
sorts. The plus was that he got into 45 
games (6-13-19PTS) and may have finally 
carved out a permanent roster spot. Vegas 
acquired top draft pick Nolan Patrick from 
the Philadelphia Flyers in hopes of resur-
recting a promising career, but he had to 

wait half a season to recover from a serious 
head injury. Patrick only dressed in 25 
games and tallied a mere 7 points. 
Hopefully he will be 100 percent in 2022-
2023. Jordan Martinook (59-6-9-15-22) 
and Tyler Bozak (50-3-9-12-14) are both 
aging veterans whose best years may be in 
the rear-view mirror. At this point in their 
careers, both are undisputed leaders in the 
locker room and both found themselves 
advancing past the opening round of the 
2022 Stanley Cup playoffs. Martinook still 
wore the “A” with the Carolina Hurricanes 
and could have a few years left as a fourth-
line defensive forward. Bozak maintained a 
regular shift on an upstart Blues team 
which made noise in April and May. Young 
defenseman Josh Mahura (38-3-4-7-12) 
may have claimed a permanent slot on 
Anaheim’s blueline. He played regularly the 
last month of the season and has shown 
glimpses of being a two-way rearguard.

Chmelevski and Leschyshyn have 
arrived

Based on his strong showing after a call-
up the last month of the season, Sasha 
Chmelevski (19-0-8-8-4) may be on the San 

Tkachuk a difference maker

Ivan Lodnia nominated for AHL award

Matthew Tkachuk plays left wing for the 
National Hockey League’s Calgary 

Flames.

Ivan Lodnia, 22, plays right wing for the 
American Hockey League’s Chicago 

Wolves.

Hockeydb.com

Hockeydb.com

(Continued on page 15)

(Continued on page 15)
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Through August 29 Exhibit, “Bridge to Independence: Photo, Poster, 
Chicago Philately, Bonistics,” with works by Grzegorz Litynski and
 Yaroslav Nestor, Ukrainian National Museum, 
 www.ukrainiannationalmuseum.org

Through Exhibit, “Lost Liberties: The War Measures Act,” 
September 5 Canadian Museum of History, www.historymuseum.ca
Gatineau, Quebec  

August 18 Concert for Ukraine, featuring Skai from Ukraine,
Philadelphia Fabrika, https://moloko.ticketleap.com

August 18 Presentation by Yuri Yanchyshyn, “Ukrainian Culture at
Somerset, NJ  Risk – Again: A Conservator’s Perspective,” Ukrainian 
 History and Education Center, www.ukrhec.org

August 18-19 Performance, Ukrainian Freedom Orchestra, Lincoln 
New York Center, www.lincolncenter.org

August 18-21 Ukrainian Festival, St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic 
Rochester, NY  Church, www.rochesterukrainianfestival.com

August 19-20 Performance, “Radio 477!” by Serhiy Zhadan, with music
Chatham, NY  by Anthony Coleman and directed by Virlana Tkacz, 
 Yara Arts Group, PS21 Open Air Pavilion Theater, 
 www.yaraartsgroup.net

August 20 Concert celebrating Ukraine’s 31st anniversary of
Chicago independence, Ukrainian Congress Committee of America,
 Chicago Navy Pier, www.uccaillinois.org   

August 20-21 Ukrainian festival, Ukrainian Homestead of CEC ODWU, 
Lehighton, PA  610-377-4621 or www.ukrhomestead.com

August 21 Together With Ukraine, divine liturgy and festival, 
Philadelphia Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of the Immaculate 
 Conception, www.ukrcathedral.com or 215-627-0143

August 21 Ukrainian Independence Day Celebration, St. Sophia
Dallas/ Ft. Worth, TX  Ukrainian Catholic Church, daria1215@varizon.net
 
August 21 Charity Vyshyvanka Run, Ukrainian Running Club New York,
New York Ukrainian Institute of America, https://www.eventbrite.com/
 e/chairty-vyshyvanka-run-2022-2022-tickets-396316913557

August 23 Ukrainian flag raising ceremony marking Ukrainian 
Ottawa Independence Day, Ukrainian Canadian Congress, 
 Ottawa City Hall
  
August 24 Performance, Zapovid: Underground, to benefit displaced
Toronto persons from Ukraine, Ukrainian Canadian Congress
 (Toronto Branch), BCU Foundation, Lower Bay Subway
 Station, https://zapovid-underground.eventbrite.com

August 24 Flag raising celebrating Ukraine’s independence, Ukrainian 
Chicago Congress Committee of America – Illinois Division,
 Richard J. Daley Center, www.uccaillinois.org

August 24 Ukrainian Independence Day flag-raising celebration, 
Binghamton, NY Binghamton City Hall, 607-798-9148 or LMZobniw@aol.com

August 25 Film screening, “Recovery Room” by Adriana Luhovy, and
Knowlton, Quebec “Genocide Revealed” by Yurij Luhovy, 2022 Knowlton
 Film Festival of Cinema, 514-910-5756 or
 www.recoveryroomthemovie.com

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

Jose Shark attack full-time. Jake Leschyshyn 
played in 41 games for a slumping Vegas 
squad which needs an injection of youth. 
He offers speed up the middle and could 
produce more (2G, 4A) with more quality 
on the wings. Kaedan Korczak (1 GP) offers 
the Golden Knights some of that youth on 
defense along with a huge physical pres-
ence. Greg Pateryn (10-1-1-2-10) played 

most of the year in the American Hockey 
League (AHL), serving as an injury replace-
ment for the Anaheim Ducks. Goaltender 
Zach Sawchenko got into seven games with 
the Sharks as an emergency backup. Zach 
Senyshyn hopes a change of scenery with a 
rebuilding Ottawa Senators team provides 
him with an NHL job. Wyatt Kalynuk 
dreams of another shot with the 
Blackhawks and Darren Raddysh (Taylor’s 
older brother) provides Tampa Bay with 
depth on defense with the Syracuse Crunch 
of the American Hockey League (AHL).

(KHL), where he scored only one goal and 
had seven points in 27 games. Prior to his 
KHL experience, he had played only six 
professional games with Iowa of the AHL, 
failing to record a point. There is plenty of 
time for him to figure out how to be a suc-
cessful pro, given that he’s only 22 years 
old. He has taken on that challenge in 
Chicago.

In 38 regular season games with the 
Wolves, Lodnia scored four goals and had 
eight points. He hopes to resign for 2022-
2023 and play a full pro season.

Ukrainians in the minor leagues

Examining team rosters and final regu-
lar season scoring statistics in the three 
minor leagues of professional hockey 
reveals a total of 55 Ukrainian players who 
saw action in the AHL, ECHL and the 
Southern Professional Hockey League 
(SPHL). Eight of the above split their time 
between the NHL and AHL, and another 
nine played in two leagues. As a result, 

there were 38 Ukrainian players in the 
minor league ranks along with 24 NHL 
Ukrainians, totaling 62 Ukrainian hockey 
pros in 2021-2022.

It was a rather unremarkable season for 
Ukrainians in the AHL with San Jose’s 
Chmelevski (47GP-12G-25A-37PTS-
23PIM) and Henderson’s Leschyshyn 
(34GP-14-13-27-24) turning in excellent 
seasons, resulting in promotions to their 
parent clubs. Florida Panthers prospect 
Logan Hutsko (71GP-10-28-38-34) was the 
top Ukrainian point producer in the league.

The ECHL featured superlative seasons 
for four Ukrainian players: Zach Andrusiak 
(70GP-29G-39A-68P-37PIM) scored for 
Idaho and Cincinnati, Allen’s Spencer 
Asuchak (68GP-27G-34A-61P-128PIM) put 
up points and showed toughness, Adam 
Plescach (21G-33A-54P) had still another 
strong season in Tulsa, as did teammate 
and fellow Ukrainian Dylan Sadowy 
(25G-25A-50P).

A mere five Ukes toiled away in the 
SPHL, where the standout was young 
Carter Shinkaruk, who scored at almost a 
point-per-game rate for Quad City 
(37GP-9G-25A-34P-51PIM).

2021-2022 AHL statistics

Pos. Player Team GP G A PTS PIM
F Logan Hutsko Charlotte 71 10 28 38 34
F Sasha Chmelevski San Jose 47 12 25 37 23
F Zach Senyshyn Belleville-Providence 67 19  15 34 20
F Jake Leschyshyn Henderson 34 14 13 27 24
D Wyatt Kalynuk Rockford 52 7 20 27 55
F Connor Zary Stockton 53 13 12 25 36
D Darren Raddysh Syracuse 61 7 18 25 40
F Aidan Dudas Ontario 61 10   13 23 16
F Keean Washkurak Springfield 64 13   10 23 50
F Carsen Twarynski Charlotte 71 5   13 18 14
F Adam Helewka Cleveland 37 6   11 17 12
D Taylor Fedun Wilkes Barre-Scranton 44 5   11 16 18
D Kaedan Korczak Henderson 47 2   12 14 28
D Greg Pateryn San Diego 35 2   10 12 20
D Kevin Czuczman Iowa 48 2 8 10 17
F Hudson Elynuik Tucson 22 3 6 9 44
F Dillon Hamaliuk San Jose 44 3 6 9 37
F Ivan Lodnia Chicago 38 4 4 8 6
F Aaron Luchuk Hartford 15 2 2 4 4
D Brinson Pasichnuk San Jose 9 1 0 1 4
F Steenn Pasichnuk San Jose 24 1 0 1 17
F Dmytro Timashov Bridgeport 1 0 0 0 0
F Zach Andrusiak Tucson 2 0 0 0 0
F Reid Perepeluk Stockton 2 0 0 0 2
F Spencer Asuchak Charlotte 4 0 0 0 2
F Luka Burzan Colorado 10 0 0 0 0
GT Zach Sawchenko San Jose 14 4-10-0 4.03 .877
GT Devan Dubnyk Charlotte 4 2- 2-0 3.55 .869

2021-2022 East Coast Hockey League statistics

F Zach Andrusiak Cincinnati-Idaho 70 29 39 68 37
F Spencer Asuchak Allen 68 27  34 61 128
F Adam Pleskach Tulsa 62 21  33 54 20
F Dylan Sadowy Tulsa 51 25 25 50 52
F Jake Jaremko Florida 71 17 33 50 8
F Andrew Cherniwchan South Carolina 58 21 26 47 59
F Aaron Luchuk Orlando 31 19 22 41 10
F Mike Pelech Atlanta 46 11 25 36 48
F Ben Hawerchuk Jacksonville 65 18  17 35 117
F Luka Burzan Utah 41 13 18 31 4
F Jesse Muchan Kansas City 39 7  19 26 57
F Brady Tomlak Toledo 42 8  12 20 18
D Jason Horvath Maine 37 1  12 13 20
F Tyler Kobryn Atlanta 48 4 7 11 14
F Carter Shinkaruk Iowa 21 1 8 9 14
F Steenn Pasichnuk Orlando 16 4 2 6 14
D Tanner Lishchynsky Tulsa 66 2 4 6 31
F Reid Perepeluk Kansas City 52 0 5 5 61
F Hudson Elynuik Rapid City 2 1 2 3 18
F Tyler Mosienko Iowa 5 0 3 3 4
D Luke Orysiuk Trois-Rivieres 8 0 2 2 2
F Keean Washkurak Worcester 1 0 0 0 0

2021-2022 Southern Pro League statistics

D Joe Sova Quad City 54 6 31 37 50
F Carter Shinkaruk Quad City 37 9 25 34 51
F Joseph Drapluk Macon 52 6 11 17 17
D Dominick Horvath Vermillion City 56 5 5 10 14
F Nick Klishko Vermillion City 1 0 0 0 0

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@sfgsports.com.

(Continued from page 14)

Ivan Lodnia...
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Tkachuk...
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