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Russian forces pounded civilian settle-
ments in the Kharkiv area while attempting 
to advance in the eastern Donetsk region, 
Ukraine’s military said on August 17, as 
Russia blamed sabotage for explosions at 
one of its military bases in Moscow-
annexed Crimea amid hints by Kyiv that it 
was responsible for the incident.

The General Staff of the Armed Forces of 
Ukraine said Russian forces carried out air 
and artillery strikes near Stariy Saltiv and 
Mospanove in the Kharkiv region, adding 
that the Russians were conducting an 
offensive near Lebyazhe and Bazaliyivka, 
where the fighting continues.

In Donetsk, Russian troops attempted to 
advance near Bohorodychne but had to 
retreat, the General Staff reported, adding 
that fighting continued near Mazanivka and 
Novodmytrivka.

Donetsk Gov. Pavlo Kyrylenko said on 
August 17 that two civilians were killed and 
seven wounded in shelling by Russian forc-
es in the previous 24 hours in the region.

In Moscow, the Defense Ministry said a 
Russian ammunition storage unit in occu-
pied Crimea exploded on August 16, 
wounding at least two people and prompt-
ing the evacuation of thousands of nearby 
residents.

The ministry blamed the blast on sabo-
tage. It was a rare admission that armed 
groups loyal to Ukraine are damaging mili-
tary logistics and supply lines on territory 
controlled by Moscow.

Ukrainian officials avoided publicly or 
directly claiming responsibility for the inci-
dents, but some appeared to suggest that 
Kyiv was involved.

Crimea was captured and annexed by 

Russia pounds Kharkiv region  
with fresh air and artillery strikes

(Continued on page 16) RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service

Ukraine’s military says that its forces 
have beaten back a Russian attack in the 
southern region of Kherson, while shelling 
by Moscow’s forces in the northeastern city 
of Kharkiv killed seven people and wound-
ed 16.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy called the Kharkiv shelling, 
which hit a dormitory, “vile and cynical.”

“Pain for Kharkiv. Rocket attack. ... On the 
dormitory. ... The building was completely 
destroyed,” Mr. Zelenskyy wrote on 
Telegram. “A vile and cynical attack on civil-
ians that has no justification and demon-
strates the powerlessness of the aggressor. 
We will not forgive; we will take revenge.”

In southern Ukraine, Kyiv’s forces 

repelled an attempted advance by Russian 
forces near the town of Bilohirka, northeast 
of Kherson, Ukrainian military analyst Oleh 
Zhdanov said.

The southern district of the Operational 
Command of the Ukrainian Armed Forces 
said its forces killed 29 “occupiers” and 
destroyed artillery, armored vehicles and a 
military supply depot.

The claims could not be independently 
confirmed.

“Russian forces have achieved only mini-
mal advances, and in some cases we have 
advanced since last month,” Ukrainian 
presidential adviser Oleksiy Arestovych 
said in a video message. “What we are see-
ing is a ‘strategic deadlock.’”

Kyiv says Kherson attack repelled,  
Kharkiv hit by deadly Russian bombing

Ukrainian rescuers put out a fire at a residential building after a rocket hit the 
Saltivka residential area in Kharkiv on August 17.

State Emergency Service of Ukraine

(Continued on page 22)

by Roman Tymotsko

LVIV – As Russia’s war on Ukraine moves 
into its sixth month, some 361 children 
have been killed and 4.5 million more have 
been forced to flee their homes, according 
to Ukrainian officials. With no clear end to 
the war in sight, and as summer turns to 
fall, the country’s education officials now 

face a daunting challenge of preparing for a 
new academic school year while keeping 
Ukraine’s schoolkids safe.

To date, the Russian military has 
destroyed some 230 educational facilities 
while damaging 2,211 more, according to 
officials in Kyiv.

School officials in Ukraine face daunting challenge 
of educating children amid ongoing war

Ukraine’s Internal Affairs Minister Denys Monastyrsky and the Minister of 
Education Serhii Shkarlet have led the process of ensuring, to the extent possible, the 

safety of students in war-torn Ukraine.

Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine

(Continued on page 18)

by Mark Raczkiewycz

CHICAGO – Ukrainian Air Force officer 
Maksym, 23, lost his ability to walk on 
February 24, the day Russia launched a full-
scale invasion of Ukraine.

He was serving in the easternmost 
Luhansk Oblast and lost his left leg below 
the knee from rocket shelling.

At the same time, famed Ukrainian com-
edy sitcom actor Viktor Hevko arrived in 
the United States on February 22, two days 
before Russia launched its full-scale war on 
Ukraine. As Russian President Vladimir 
Putin launched a full-scale war on Ukraine, 
Mr. Hevko foresaw a need to heal Ukrainian 
soldiers with technology. At that moment, 
he decided to take action.

The Ternopil native knew of Russia’s 
warfare tactics and use of relentless artil-
lery bombardment. He knew that his fellow 
soldiers would need prosthetics for lost 
limbs.

He teamed up with Yuriy Aroshidze, a 
Georgian ally of Ukraine who lives in 
Minneapolis, after the two men met at a 
fundraiser for prosthetics in Minnesota’s 
twin city (the Georgian National Legion has 
taken part in the war on Ukraine’s side). 
They raised $70,000 for a new non-profit 
that Mr. Hevko co-founded to help gather 
various prosthetics for members of 
Ukraine’s military. The group, called 
Prostez Foundation, will implement the 

Ternopil actor uses time in Chicago to launch 
prosthetics program for Ukrainian soldiers

(Continued on page 8)
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U.N.’s Guterres arrives in Ukraine

United Nations Secretary General 
Antonio Guterres arrived in Lviv in western 
Ukraine, where he was to meet with 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
and Turkish President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan on August 18. Mr. Guterres was 
expected to discuss the security situation at 
a Russia-occupied nuclear power plant in 
Zaporizhia and possible paths to end the 
Kremlin’s nearly six-month invasion of 
Ukraine. The U.N. chief was also expected to 
visit a Ukrainian Black Sea port on August 
19 that has recently resumed exports of 
grain following a halt caused by Russia’s 
invasion. Mr. Guterres and the international 
community have expressed deep concern 
over the risk of disaster at the Zaporizhia 
nuclear power plant, Europe’s largest, amid 
reports of shelling and other dangers in the 
past week. The United Nations has offered 
to help facilitate a visit by its International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) inspectors to 
Zaporizhia, but Moscow has dismissed a 
mission traveling through Kyiv despite 
vowing it would do all it could to help 
ensure IAEA access to the plant. Mr. 
Zelenskyy earlier on August 16 accused 
Russia of “nuclear terrorism” in its actions, 
while Moscow says Ukrainian troops are 
responsible for artillery fire near the facili-
ty. Mr. Erdogan has repeatedly sought a role 
for his country, a member of the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), to 
mediate the war. Ankara was crucial to a 
recent deal that allowed for the restart of 
grain and fertilizer exports from three of 
Ukraine’s Black Sea ports. U.N. spokesman 
Stephane Dujarric said Mr. Guterres on 
August 20 will visit the joint coordination 
center in Istanbul that oversees the sea-
borne shipments. The center is staffed by 
Russian, Ukrainian, Turkish and U.N. offi-
cials. The first ship to have left Ukraine 
under the multilateral deal two weeks ago 
was said by a shipping source and satellite 
data to have docked early on August 16 in 
the Syrian port of Tartus. The ship, the 
Sierra Leone-flagged Razoni, departed 
Ukraine on August 1 and didn’t unload in 
Lebanon as scheduled, but went dark 
before appearing in Tartus. Russia is a key 
ally who has helped Syrian President 

Bashar al-Assad weather a brutal civil war 
and has a small naval facility at Tartus. A 
U.N.-chartered ship loaded with 23,000 
tons of Ukrainian grain, meanwhile, set sail 
on August 16 from a Black Sea port for 
Ethiopia, the first shipment of its kind in a 
program to assist countries facing famine, 
according to Ukraine’s Infrastructure 
Ministry. (RFE/RL, with reporting by 
Reuters)

U.N. chief presses Russia on nuclear plant

The head of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO), Jens Stoltenberg, has 
urgently called on Russia to allow inspec-
tors from the International Atomic Energy 
Agency to visit Ukraine’s Zaporizhia nucle-
ar power plant amid rising safety concerns 
at the facility due to Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine. Mr. Stoltenberg also told journal-
ists in Brussels on August 17 that Russia 
should immediately withdraw all of its 
troops from the plant, which Russian forces 
captured in March. Russia’s seizure of the 
plant “poses a serious threat to the safety 
and the security of this facility [and] raises 
the risks of a nuclear accident or incident,” 
he said. “It is urgent to allow the inspection 
by the International Atomic Energy Agency 
and to ensure the withdrawal of all Russian 
forces,” he added. Kyiv has insisted that 
Russian troops are using Europe’s largest 
nuclear plant as a military base, including 
storing dangerous weapons and shelling in 
the area. On August 14, 42 countries con-
demned Russia’s unprovoked invasion of 
Ukraine and said the presence of Russian 
military forces at Zaporizhia was prevent-
ing authorities from maintaining nuclear- 
and radiation-safety obligations. Exhausted 
Ukrainian workers at the plant have com-
plained of being held at gunpoint, and the 
plant’s operator, Enerhoatom, has said 
Russia is preparing a risky maneuver to 
divert Zaporizhia’s energy production to a 
Russian-controlled grid. Russia doesn’t 
deny it has troops located at the plant but 
has disputed claims it has shelled the area. 
Instead, Moscow blames Ukrainian forces 
for firing artillery shells in the area, which 
officials in Kyiv deny. (RFE/RL, with report-
ing by AFP)

(Continued on page 21)

 NEWS ANALYSIS

by Pavel K. Baev
Eurasia Daily Monitor

As Russian aggression against Ukraine 
approaches the half-year mark and combat 
operations appear to be at a standstill, a 
new calculus has been developed in the 
Kremlin: A long war suits Moscow’s inter-
ests and can eventually be won. This self-
serving proposition follows the failure of 
two previous war plans: a quick and total 
victory by several offensives of armored 
columns and a conquest of the Donbas and 
southern Ukraine by an irresistible push of 
replenished battalions behind massive 
artillery barrages. A fiasco with the long-
war vision might take more time to become 
apparent, but it will be shaped by the same 
basic miscalculations of Ukraine’s capacity 
for withstanding brutal attacks, Western 
commitment to support this costly strug-
gle, the strength of Russia’s sanctions-resil-
ient economy and the irreducible public 
readiness to follow the course set by 
Russian President Vladimir Putin.

Ukraine comes first in Putin’s compendi-
um of delusions, and it is certainly not 
interested in a protracted war that pro-
longs the suffering of its people. As such, 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelens-
kyy’s war plan aims to liberate the occu-
pied territories in the shortest amount of 
time possible (Nezavisimaya gazeta, August 
11). Still, he is not rushing his generals, and 
the promised counteroffensive has been 
carefully prepared by targeted strikes on 

Russian ammunition depots and command 
centers, as well as by the U.S.-supplied 
M142 HIMARS artillery rocket system, 
which has been used far more effectively 
than most Western experts and Russian 
command had expected (Russiancouncil.ru, 
August 5). The Russian General Staff has 
used the relative lull in battles for moving 
reinforcements to the south, following 
Putin’s order to ensure control over 
Kherson. However, this redeployment 
leaves more battalions trapped on the west 
side of the Dnipro River, with three bridges 
under constant missile strikes (Novaya-
gazeta.eu, August 11). Several explosions at 
the Saki airbase in Crimea on August 9 
were officially declared an accidental deto-
nation, and the Russian media only reports 
this implausible version. Nevertheless, it is 
clear that the damage to Russian troops’ 
spirit and public morale was perhaps great-
er than the reportedly dozen of destroyed 
combat planes (Meduza, August 11).

The Kremlin’s hopes about the erosion 
of Western solidarity with Ukraine have 
been rekindled by the spike in the U.S.-
China conflict centered on Taiwan, but, in 
reality, these sentiments are primarily 
pinned on the reluctance of European allies 
to pay the costs of a long war (Svoboda.org, 
August 10). The cuts in Russian gas sup-
plies to Europe are aimed at fueling this 
discontent, but Moscow has been ignorant 
to the acceleration of the “green” energy 

by Hlib Parfonov
Eurasia Daily Monitor

Since 2014-2015, Russia has built doz-
ens of ammunition depots hidden in civil-
ian buildings near railway stations in the 
occupied parts of Ukraine. Russian logis-
tics warehouses are almost always located 
near railways, since the Russian military 
has been experiencing a serious shortage 
of logistics units, especially transport units.

When it comes to supplies directly in the 
Ukrainian combat zone, Russian troops rely 
heavily on railway supplies. Even before the 
war in Ukraine, the Russian army conduct-
ed a number of studies aimed at the opti-
mization of security forces, with an empha-
sis on railway transport.

Yet, this has its disadvantages – the 
Russian army is disproportionately depen-
dent on railways as important arteries – 
and the result is a traffic jam of 30 kilome-
ters or more, as was the case near Kyiv this 
past spring. Partly due to the impossibility 
of ensuring the security of supply columns, 
the problematic experiences of the Afghan 
war and both Chechen wars have been 
repeated. When the Russian army cannot 
gain access to railways, then its entire logis-
tics system collapses.

The Russians’ advance to the east of Kyiv 
was defeated because they were unable to 
capture the railways passing through the 
Chernihiv and Sumy regions. With cities 
such as Nizhyn, Chernihiv and Sumy stub-
bornly defended by Ukrainian troops, the 
Russians had to set up truck supplies for 
their troops east of Kyiv – and failed miser-
ably at this, as Russian troops could not 

withdraw further than 90-100 kilometers 
from their supply warehouses. Moreover, at 
this distance, the Russian Federation can 
only supply its units for conducting defen-
sive operations.

Now in the Donbas, in the Kherson and 
Zaporizhia regions, the Russians have 
established more stable railway supply for 
their troops. This allows Moscow to supply 
the tens of thousands of tons of artillery 
ammunition that is being used every week, 
as well as transfer reserve tanks, howitzers 
and other equipment necessary to compen-
sate for the huge material losses of the 
Russian army, as well as necessary fuel.

Large-scale optimization of the Russian 
Ministry of Defense’s structures at all levels 
has been carried out; supply schemes have 
changed; large logistics centers are being 
formed; an outsourcing system has been 
implemented; efficiency has been 
increased in material, transport, technical, 
veterinary and sanitary support; and 
improvements have been made in opera-
tional maintenance and the provision of 
communal services to military units and 
other organizations. As a result of these 
numerous changes, all support links have 
suffered. In the advanced parts, a shortage 
of repair kits for a number of wheeled and 
armored vehicles currently plagues units. 
The bankruptcy of the tank repair factories 
in the Southern Military District has severe-
ly hurt opportunities to carry out capital 
repairs of battered and decommissioned 
equipment (Kompromat1.pro, July 6).

Sorting, in turn, is by no means endless; 

Putin’s next miscalculation: 
Russia’s readiness for a long war

Ukrainian strikes cause Moscow to re-think 
munitions supply and logistics
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Corrections
The story “UNA holds 40th Regular 

Convention, elects new president and 
Corporate Board of Directors,” published in 
the May 29 issue of The Ukrainian Weekly 
incorrectly stated that the convention elect-
ed members to the Corporate Board of 
Directors by plurality vote. In fact, each one 
of the directors received a majority vote.

The story also noted that, “In order to 
elect a new UNA president, election rules 
required a majority vote.” A majority vote 
was required in this case because there 
was only one candidate, not because the 
election rules required that for the presi-
dent’s election.

Additionally, the story misspelled the 
name of the Convention chair.  His name is 
Wasyl Szeremeta.

The story said a special session of the 
delegates to the 39th Convention approved 
the new by-laws. In fact, it was a vote by 
mail-in ballot.

The story referred to a Publications 
Fund. The name of that fund is the UNA 
Publications Endowment Fund.

The story incorrectly referred to a GA 
Convention Committee chaired by Gloria 
Horbaty.   That committee is the 
Convention Committee.

The story also incorrectly stated that 
three executive officers of the UNA are 
members of the UNF Board of Directors. 
The UNA has three seats on the UNF board, 
one of which is assumed by the UNA presi-
dent, and two others are chosen by the 
UNA board.

And the story misspelled the previous 
chief financial officer’s name.  She is Roma 
Lisovich.

The story also noted incorrectly that 
Roma Hadzewycz, the former editor-in-
chief of Svoboda and The Ukrainian Weekly, 
received a special award at the banquet. 
She was given a bouquet of flowers.

Finally, there was a typo in the headline 
of a story in the June 12 issue of The 
Ukrainian Weekly. That headline should 
have read “Outgoing UNA President and 
CEO Kaczaraj addresses 40th Regular 
Convention.”

Follow up coverage of the UNA’s 40th Regular Convention
Ukrainian National Association

The Ukrainian National Association 
(UNA) held its 40th Regular Convention at 
the Soyuzivka Heritage Center in 
Kerhonkson, N.Y., on May 13-15.  The 
Ukrainian Weekly’s reporting on that con-
vention was significantly impacted by the 
need to provide readers with information 
about Russia’s full-scale war on Ukraine. 
What follows is additional coverage of the 
UNA’s 40th Regular Convention.

Resolutions Committee

The following are resolutions and rec-
ommendations of the 40th Regular 
Convention of the UNA (as amended and 
accepted):

1. Resolution
Whereas the Ukrainian National 

Association was founded 128 years ago as a 
fraternal benefit society to provide insur-
ance to its members, and has been main-
tained as such until the present, and 

Whereas there is an imperative to con-
tinue to preserve this organization as a fra-
ternal benefit society into the future, 

Therefore, be it resolved that any pro-
posed changes to the legal structure of the 
UNA, such as sale, merger or acquisition, 
can only be considered by convening a 
Special Convention for that purpose where 
delegates can vote on the proposed chang-

es, and can approve or reject proposals that 
they received well in advance of the 
Regular Convention.

2. Resolution
Whereas consecutive UNA Executive 

Committees and Executive Officers have 
made a series of decisions during the past 
20 years to reduce the cost of publications, 
and 

Whereas one of the consequences has 
been that minutes, reports and all other 
materials of UNA Conventions and meet-
ings of the General Assembly have not been 
printed, resulting in a loss of continuity in 
the recording of UNA decisions and history, 

Therefore, be it resolved that the COO 
[chief operating officer] of the UNA orga-
nize an archive of online materials by the 
end of 2024, beginning with the 35th UNA 
Convention in 2002, of materials from UNA 
Conventions and General Assembly meet-
ings and this practice be continued into the 
future with the Corporate Board of 
Directors. This archive is to be secured and 
accessed only by delegates of future con-
ventions, by editors and staff of the publica-
tions, by members of the Corporate Board 
of Directors and other individuals deemed 
appropriate by the COO. Any and all materi-
als to be distributed or made public are 
subject to legal review.

3. Resolution
Be it resolved that:

Election results from the 40th  
Convention of the Ukrainian  

National Association
CORPORATE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President/CEO
Roman B. Hirniak  35 votes

Directors
Romana Hadzewycz 48
Eugene Serba  46
George Kuritza 41
Michael P. Koziupa 40
Andrij J. Cade  37
Bohdana Puzyk 36

AUDIT COMMITTEE
Walter Syzonenko 47
Andrij Skyba 39

*  *  *
In accordance with the UNA By-Laws, 

the Corporate Board of Directors made 
the following appointments after it 
assumed office on July 1:

COO/National Secretary
Michael P. Koziupa

CFO/Treasurer
Gerald Tysiak

Auditor
Roman Stelmach

The 40th UNA Convention directs the 
newly elected Corporate Board of Directors 
to resume the earlier practice of reporting 
on the work of the UNA’s leadership on the 
pages of the association’s Official 
Publications, Svoboda and The Ukrainian 
Weekly. News stories should be published 
about the Corporate Board of Directors 
meetings and decisions, about annual 
meetings of the General Assembly and 
about UNA Conventions. Once a year a 
financial report must be made available to 
the membership through the publications, 
which are also available online. 

The 40th UNA Convention also directs 
the Corporate Board of Directors to be 
mindful of the reporting requirements stip-
ulated in the UNA By-Laws, whereby the 
UNA’s Official Publications must publish 
pre-convention announcements and relat-
ed materials in accordance with the dead-
lines indicated in the By-Laws, and where-
by the UNA membership must be informed 
of any amendments to the By-Laws via 
notifications in the official publications.

The 40th UNA Convention directs the 
Corporate Board of Directors to properly 
use the UNA Official Publications as a com-
munications vehicle, the goal of which is to 
inform the UNA membership and the com-
munity-at-large about the UNA’s activity 
and thus promote awareness of the UNA’s 
significant role in the Ukrainian community.

4. Resolution
Whereas changes to the UNA By-laws in 

recent years have resulted in the need for a 
new Corporate Manual, and

Whereas materials related to branch 
secretaries and branch activities were sep-
arated from the draft Corporate Manual 
submitted to the New Jersey Department of 
Banking and Insurance (DOBI) and com-
bined into a separate draft Fraternal 
Handbook, and

Whereas, neither draft has been finalized 
and both are needed for the correct and effi-
cient functioning of the organization, 

Be it resolved that the UNA Convention 
directs the Corporate Board of Directors to 
finalize and ratify both drafts within nine 
months of assuming office with the under-
standing that a committee that includes 
insurance and legal professionals, writers 
and editors be assembled to complete this 
effort. 

5. Resolution 
(Sent to Bylaws Standing Committee for 

consideration)
Whereas the UNA is a membership-

based fraternal organization, and
Whereas these members are represent-

ed through delegates at conventions, and
Whereas knowledge of the UNA is a pre-

requisite of being a delegate,

Therefore, let it be resolved that no 
individual can be a delegate, a candidate 
for UNA elected office, or participate in 
any capacity in a convention other than as 
a guest without having been a UNA mem-
ber for two years prior to the start of the 
convention.

6. Recommendation
Whereas the UNA has a strong history of 

aiding in the resettlement of displaced per-
sons from Europe to the United States, and

Whereas Russia’s war against Ukraine 
has created a huge humanitarian crisis in 
Europe as Ukrainians flee their homeland, 
away from war, and

Whereas the United States government 
has introduced a humanitarian parole pro-
gram titled Uniting for Ukraine (U4U) to 
help sponsor displaced Ukrainian citizens 
for resettlement in the United States, and

Whereas the Executive Officers of the 
Ukrainian National Association are also 
members of the Board of Directors of the 
Ukrainian National Foundation, the entity 
that currently owns the resort Soyuzivka, 

Therefore, be it resolved that the dele-
gates of the 40th Convention of the UNA 
recommend that UNA Executive Officers 
meet with the President and Board of 
Directors of the Ukrainian National 
Foundation to discuss the possibility of 
offering Soyuzivka as a temporary place of 
residence available to the U4U program, as 
well as meet to explore other options of 
how both the UNF and the UNA can partici-
pate in the U4U program, including spon-
sorship by UNA branches. 

7. Resolution
Be it resolved that:
The UNA shall send a message of earnest 

support for Ukraine, for her people and her 
warriors for full victory and lasting peace. 
Slava Ukraini! Heroyam Slava!

Members of the Resolutions Committee:
Irene Jarosewich (chair), UNA Advisor 
Martha Lysko, Branch 171
Romana Hadzewycz, Branch 287/153

The following is the full text of the English 
language letter that was sent to Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy by the 
Ukrainian National Association. The UNA 
also sent a Ukrainian-language version of 
the same letter to the Ukrainian president.  
That letter will be printed in Svoboda.

Volodymyr Oleksandrovych Zelenskyy
President of Ukraine

Oksana Serhiyivna Markarova
Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary 
of Ukraine to the United States
Embassy of Ukraine
3350 M Street NW

Washington, DC 20007

Dear Mr. President:
On behalf of the thousands of members 

of the Ukrainian National Association, and 
in keeping with a resolution approved at 
the 40th Regular Convention of the 
Ukrainian National Association, held May 
13-15, 2022, in the state of New York, we 
send you and the valiant people of Ukraine 
our deepest gratitude, and offer our sincere 
prayers for your courage, intelligence, com-
passion and commitment to defending 
Ukraine, our shared motherland. 

We understand completely that Ukraine 

UNA issues letter of support and ‘deepest 
gratitude’ to Zelenskyy and Ukrainian people

(Continued on page 7)
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by Sam Skove
RFE/RL

KYIV – When Russia launched its mas-
sive invasion of Ukraine on February 24, 
the residents of Myrnohrad knew what 
they needed to do: Start digging.

The small city, which sits within artillery 
range of Russian forces in eastern Ukraine, 
endured six months without water in 2014, 
after the war between the government and 
Kremlin-backed forces erupted in the 
Ukrainian region known as the Donbas.

Residents then spent a few winter weeks 
shivering after fighting in early 2015 dam-
aged water systems that fed into boilers, 
according to Denys Tomaz, head of the city 
department of investment and innovation. 
Since then, the city has been making con-
tingency plans, including working to turn 
groundwater seeping through defunct coal 
mines into a source of potable water.

“We understood that it could happen 
again,” Mr. Tomaz said by phone from 
Myrnohrad. The government has been 
drilling wells across the city and even help-
ing residents dig their own.

While Myrnohrad has so far avoided sig-

nificant damage, many other frontline cities 
have not been so lucky.

Attacks on water infrastructure and the 
movement of residents fleeing their homes 
have left as many as 13 million people 
across Ukraine needing assistance with 
water, sanitation and hygiene, according to 
a July report issued by the United Nations. 
Areas without safe access to water could 
face outbreaks of cholera, hepatitis, scabies 
and other potentially deadly diseases, the 
U.N. said.

Children are particularly vulnerable. 
Polluted water and unsanitary living con-
ditions kill children more than 20 times 
more frequently than violence in coun-
tries experiencing an extended conflict, 
according to a 2019 UNICEF report.

Ukraine’s problems with water have 
been most acute in Russian-controlled 
Mariupol, on the Azov Sea coast in the 
Donbas, and Mykolayiv, which lies further 
west and remains in Ukrainian hands.

Russia’s attack on Mariupol, formerly a 
city of 430,000 people, began on the first 
day of the invasion. By March 2, the assault 
had destroyed the main canal for drinking 
water and the auxiliary water supply. Over 

three months of grinding siege conditions, 
all 22 of the city’s pumps were destroyed, 
according to the city government.

Residents were forced to drink rainwa-
ter and smash heating systems to extract 
the water to wash their hands, according to 
Human Rights Watch.

Russia appears to have done little to 
restore access to safe water following its 
occupation of the city in mid-May, putting 
the remaining 100,000 residents at risk of 
waterborne illnesses.

As of early July, just 5 percent of homes 
were connected to water sources, accord-
ing to a social-media channel run by Petro 
Andryushchenko, an adviser to the mayor 
of Mariupol who is currently outside the 
city.

Even this water may be too dangerous to 
use. On July 18, analysis showed that water 
from the city had dangerous levels of a bac-
teria associated with fecal matter, accord-
ing to a report issued by officials from the 
displaced Ukrainian city administration.

The city is at particular risk of a cholera 
outbreak, having experienced one even 
before fighting between Ukraine and 
Russia-backed proxies broke out in 2014. 

In June, the World Health Organization 
warned of a potential cholera epidemic 
and said it was prepositioning supplies to 
aid the city.

Mykolayiv, a port city on a river that flows 
into the Black Sea just west of Russia-held 
Kherson, lost its water supply completely 
when Russian forces damaged the Dnipro-
Mykolayiv water pipeline in mid-April. The 
city has since restored water access, but the 
water that flows through the pipelines is 
unfit for human consumption due to its salt 
content, according to Oleksiy Burak, an 
installation manager for Water Mission, a 
U.S.-based non-governmental organization.

The city has dug wells, but finding drink-
ing water is still a problem. Mr. Burak’s 
group has focused on hospitals, where 
clean water can be a matter of life or death.

“People are on dialysis,” Mr. Burak said. 
The water “has to be almost distilled” for 
their use.

The situation in the Donbas, the site of 
very heavy fighting since the February inva-
sion and particularly in the last few 
months, is perhaps the most precarious. 

War and water: Shortages, attacks augment health risks on Ukraine’s front lines

(Continued on page 27)

Fit for fighting: Combat training for civilians now part of Ukraine’s wartime lifestyle
by Aleksander Palikot

RFE/RL

KYIV – “Grenade!”
As recently as last year, the shout would 

have been frighteningly out of place at 
Kyiv’s EBSH sports club – a gym like those 
in well-heeled neighborhoods worldwide, 
frequented by upwardly mobile members 
seeking to get fit, build muscle or lose 
weight, and perhaps get their weekly dose 
of adrenaline.

These days, the men and women in its 
bright, modern exercise room may be 
wearing bulletproof vests over their sweats 
and holding machine guns: EBSH hosts 
combat courses for civilians, which are in 
demand in Ukraine’s capital as war rages to 
the south and east nearly six months after 
Russia launched a large-scale invasion on 
February 24.

The warning cry from Andriy Shevtsov, a 
35-year-old IT specialist, came on the final 
day of a crash course in tactical training, 
one of many programs like it in Kyiv. As his 
classmates hit the deck, hands covering 
their ears, a pink training grenade slowly 
rolled across the floor and then stopped – 
and everybody burst out laughing.

The group of 12 was practicing handling 
assault rifles, approaching the enemy with 
covering fire and staunching bullet 
wounds. Over three weeks, they had met 

14 times for tactical and physical training, 
outdoor activities and for a combat-medi-
cine workshop.

“The course is designed for absolute 
beginners,” said Kyrylo Kurinniy, the 
group’s instructor.

“In 2014, I was exactly in their situation: 
I had never even carried a weapon in my 
hands,” he said, referring to the year the 
war between Moscow-backed forces and 
the government broke out in the Donbas – 
the Donetsk and Luhansk regions of east-
ern Ukraine, where Moscow had fomented 
separatism after seizing control of Crimea, 
further southwest.

Around that time, he joined the paramil-
itary group Right Sector, he said. And this 
February, he joined a territorial defense 
unit in Kyiv – one of many created nation-
wide as Russia massed its forces at the bor-
der in the months before the invasion.

It’s difficult to say how many training 
courses like the one Mr. Kurinniy was lead-
ing are on offer in Kyiv right now, but no 
fewer than 10 organizations offer basic 
military training to civilians. Ordinary 
Ukrainians were already rushing to such 
programs early last winter, when the threat 
of Russian invasion was looming large.

At the time, many Western experts were 
predicting Kyiv’s rapid defeat – something 
Russian President Vladimir Putin clearly 
expected – followed by a decentralized 

guerrilla war against the occupying forces. 
That did not happen, and the Russian forc-
es that threatened the capital in the first 
weeks after the invasion retreated months 
ago – but fighting is heavy in the Donbas 
and southern Ukraine, and the demand for 
combat training has not faded.

‘This war is a marathon’

“The war forced me out of my native 
Donetsk years ago,” Mr. Shevtsov said, “but 
it wasn’t until February 24 that my rose-
colored glasses fell off. Only then did I 
understand that one cannot escape war 
with Russia.”

He did not leave Kyiv after the invasion 
and started to volunteer for the Ukrainian 
IT Army – a network that supports the war 
effort online. Now he is set on continuing 
what he calls “paramilitary self-education.”

Like most of the course participants at 
EBSH, Mr. Shevtsov had no prior military 
training. Some men from the group said 
they believe they may be drafted and want 
to get as much preparation as possible.

Stanislav Tyhonko, a 25-year-old busi-
ness consultant, says that half of his friends 
are on the front lines. Shortly after the 
February invasion, he went to a recruitment 
office but was rejected for lack of military 
training. Now, in addition to attending the 
training sessions, he is acquiring military 
equipment and applying for a gun permit.

“Even if I don’t get enlisted tomorrow, I 
want to be ready for the possibility of street 

fighting,” Mr. Tyhonko said.
“If one day I find myself in another 

Bucha, I don’t want to die from a shot to the 
back of the head, with my hands tied 
behind my back,” he added, referring to a 
city near Kyiv where chilling evidence of 
atrocities emerged immediately after 
Russian forces withdrew from the area.

When the class at EBSH comes to an 
end, a group of athletic-looking men with 
full military garb and state-of-the-art 
weapons enter the room. It’s Oleksandr 
Poloviy, one of the sports club’s owners, 
accompanied by friends who came for a 
more advanced class.

“The idea of organizing this training was 
a result of the worst five minutes of my life,” 
Mr. Poloviy said. On the day of the Russian 
invasion – his birthday – he found himself 
completely paralyzed, knowing he should 
take action but not knowing what to do.

“After some time, I realized this war is 
not a sprint but a marathon, and we need 
to get fit for it,” he said. “I would like every 
citizen to go through such a course, like in 
Switzerland.”

Camping in the trenches

In some ways, civil defense has played 
into Ukraine’s national identity since World 
War II, and volunteer forces – later incor-
porated into the military – played a key 
role early in the war that began in the 

(Continued on page 8)

A woman and man take part in a training session at the EBSH sports club in Kyiv.
Aleksander Palikot, RFE/RL

A member of the Spas-23 Battalion takes aim during an outdoor training session near 
Kyiv.
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As Ukraine prepares to mark the 31st anniversary of its renewed independence 
on August 24, President Volodymyr Zelenskyy announced that he had agreed to the 
outline of an International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) mission meant to deesca-
late the tense situation at the Zaporizhia nuclear power plant, the largest nuclear 
facility in Europe. Mr. Zelenskyy’s announcement came after he held talks with 
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan and United Nations Secretary General 
Antonio Guterres in Lviv.

“We agreed with the secretary general [on] the conditions of a possible mission 
by the IAEA to the Zaporizhia nuclear plant, in a legal way, via territory free from 
occupiers,” Mr. Zelenskyy told reporters after his meeting with Messrs. Erdogan and 
Guterres. “Russia should immediately and unconditionally withdraw its forces from 
the territory of the Zaporizhia nuclear power plant, as well as stop any provocations 
and shelling,” he said.  Russia and Ukraine have traded accusations that the other 
side was planning to stage a provocation at the plant.

Mr. Guterres said he was “gravely concerned” about the situation. “We must tell it 
like it is – any potential damage to Zaporizhia is suicide,” he said.  Meanwhile, a 
spokesman for the Russian Foreign Affairs Ministry, Ivan Nechaev, said during a press 
briefing on August 18 that any plan to demilitarize the area around the plant was 
“unacceptable” because it would make the region, which the Russian military current-
ly occupies, more vulnerable to a Ukrainian attack. We find it hard to believe that 
Ukraine, which suffered the world’s worst nuclear catastrophe at Chornobyl in 1986, 
would take any risks that would lead to another nuclear disaster on its soil. According 
to various Ukrainian press reports, the country’s emergency services began holding 
nuclear disaster drills at the plant on August 17 to prepare for a worst-case scenario.

Meanwhile, Enerhoatom, the Ukrainian state operator which previously ran the 
plant, said on August 16 that hackers whose IP addresses were traced back to Russia 
launched an attack on its website that lasted several hours.  The hacker group, which 
Enerhoatom identified as “narodnaya kiberarmya,” or “popular cyberarmy,” did not 
do significant damage, the company said. “The Russians have launched an unprece-
dented cyberattack on the official website of Enerhoatom,” the company wrote on its 
Facebook page, calling the assault “the most powerful hacking attack” on its site 
since the invasion started.  The hackers relied on “7.25 million bot users who simu-
lated hundreds of million views of the company’s homepage for three hours,” the 
Enerhoatom statement said.

We certainly hope that Ukraine’s preparations for a worst-case scenario will 
never need to be implemented. But any shelling around the plant, any military activi-
ty, or any cyber-attacks for that matter, pose the gravest risks not only to the 
Ukrainian people, but to all of Europe.  Russia, which controls the plant, must allow 
the IAEA mission access to the facility and the Russian leadership must be held 
accountable for threatening all of Europe with nuclear catastrophe. We know that 
Russian President Vladimir Putin places little to no value on the lives of his own peo-
ple, much less on those in Europe or elsewhere. Which is precisely why the situation 
at the plant is dire, and why the IAEA mission must access the facility and ensure it 
remains under control. 

The Ukrainian Weekly

This year, Ukraine celebrates its 31st anniversary of its 
renewed independence amid an invasion and war on Ukraine 
launched by Russia. However, 54 years ago, on August 22, 1968, 
it was Czechoslovakia that was being invaded by Soviet Russia as 
a response to the national liberation uprising that threatened 
Moscow’s control of its sphere of influence.

The Ukrainian Weekly carried reactions from Ukrainian leaders and organizations in 
the United States and Canada.

Dr. Lev. E. Dobriansky, president of the Ukrainian Congress Committee of America and 
chairman of the National Captive Nations Committee, called on the U.S. to voice its outrage 
at the United Nations and elsewhere and to seek intervention in Czechoslovakia.

Ukrainian organizations, including the Washington Branch of the Organization for the 
Defense of Four Freedoms for Ukraine, participated in a Czechoslovak-sponsored demon-
stration in Washington against Russia’s “treacherous aggression.”

The World Conference of Ukrainian Students issued a letter to the U.N. Secretary 
General U Thant, noting that, in the year of human rights, “we have just witnessed the 
stamping out of human freedom in a small and defenseless country and seen its sover-
eignty trampled down by the Red Army.” The letter underscored the need for the U.N. to 
unmask the “true nature of Moscow’s objectives” and demanded the immediate with-
drawal of Russian troops from Czechoslovakia.

The Ukrainian Canadian Congress [then known as the Ukrainian Canadian Committee], 
in a telegram on August 21 to Mr. Thant, expressed shock and “deep indignation” on behalf 
of Ukrainian Canadians at the “new violation of national and human rights.” The telegram 
also called on all nations of the world to “unite and take immediate action in the defense of 
human freedom.”

Another telegram was sent by the World Congress of Free Ukrainians [today known as 
the Ukrainian World Congress] to Mr. Thant, which commended U.N. delegations that con-
demned the Soviet aggression at the U.N. Security Council, and issued an appeal to other 
countries to join forces in the defense of freedom “against Soviet Russian imperialism.”

A multi-ethnic organization, the Czechoslovak-Polish-Ukrainian Council of Friendship 
in Chicago sought support from U.S. Secretary of State Dean Rusk, and the group urged Mr. 
Rusk that the U.S. delegation to the U.N. insist on the withdrawal of Soviet troops from 
Czechoslovakia.

A brief editorial that was featured in an August 31, 1968, issue of The Ukrainian Weekly 
highlighted the significance of the latest example of Soviet Russian imperialism.

Aug.
22
1968

Turning the pages back...

by Kseniya Kirillova
Eurasia Daily Monitor

Military experts loyal to the Kremlin are 
increasingly recognizing that Russia does 
not have the resources to implement 
President Vladimir Putin’s ambitious geo-
political plans. However, Moscow’s leader-
ship is seemingly no longer capable of lis-
tening to rational arguments.

In one instance, toward the end of July, 
several experts from the Military Review 
website, which is closely tied to the Russian 
Ministry of Defense, warned that to switch 
to a full-scale offensive in Ukraine, Moscow 
would have to double or even triple its 
troop numbers, and it might not have 
enough resources for sustaining such a 
campaign (Тopwar.ru, July 23).

Similarly, popular pro-Kremlin military 
commentator, head of the Center for the 
Study of Public Applied Problems of 
National Security and former Col. Alexander 
Zhilin of the Main Directorate of the General 
Staff of the Armed Forces of the Russian 
Federation (GRU) harshly criticized Russia’s 
new naval doctrine. On July 31, Putin per-
sonally signed a decree approving the doc-
trine, explaining that, from now on, “the 
zones of Russia’s national interests” include 
the Arctic waters; the Black, Okhotsk and 
Bering seas; as well as the Baltic and Kuril 
straits (Svoboda.org, July 31).

Mr. Zhilin, in turn, called the doctrine 
“very costly” and unrealistic; for its imple-
mentation, “the Russian economy needs to 
be increased manifold.” The expert also 
noted that the construction of Russian 
naval bases “around the world” is extreme-
ly difficult “due to confrontations with a 
huge number of countries.” In addition, 
according to Mr. Zhilin, Russia does not 
have the funds to build aircraft carriers, 
since this would require “rebuilding the 
entire shipbuilding industry” in the country 
at the cost of “trillions” of rubles (T.me, 
August 4).

A Yale University report reinforces the 
assessment, finding that “business retreats 
and sanctions are catastrophically crippling 
the Russian economy” (SSRN, July 20). This 
is in line with earlier independent analyses 
by Russian experts predicting a budget def-
icit for at least four years and a shortfall of 
6 trillion rubles ($96.8 million) for the 
Russian Treasury (Тelegra.ph, June 27).

However, it seems that Putin has no 
plans to heed the advice of even his most 
loyal military experts. One explanation for 
the inadequate and costly plans leading to 
increased confrontation with the West may 
be Putin’s sincere belief that such a con-
frontation is the only way to strengthen 
Russia’s state sovereignty.

The theory that “restoring” and protect-
ing Russia’s sovereignty is Putin’s “histori-
cal mission” was developed long before 
Moscow’s invasion of Ukraine (Еvrazia.org, 
December 23, 2011). However, the doctrine 
justifying the peremptory connection 
between “sovereignty” and war was creat-
ed after the full-scale hostilities had begun.

In particular, Russia’s propagandists 
began claiming that the invasion of Ukraine 
is a “war for independence” – vital for 
Moscow to gain freedom from the “Anglo-
Saxon yoke” and to stop Russian elites from 
continuing to plunder their country for the 
West’s benefit (YouTube, June 17). The ide-
ologists did not bother explaining how the 
destruction of Kyiv is connected to ending 
the colossal corruption that has flourished 
under Putin.

In the first few months of the war, this 

theory was not popular. Much of the propa-
ganda framed the invasion as necessary to 
“defend the oppressed brothers” and shield 
Russia from the “Ukrainian threat.” These 
narratives and others were contained in 
manuals prepared by the presidential 
administration for the Kremlin media 
(Meduza, August 4) and in school lesson 
guides on the war in Ukraine (Novaya gaze-
ta, February 28).

As the war progressed, justifying it as a 
“battle for sovereignty” against neocolonial-
ism seemed to gain favor among the 
Russian elites and with Putin himself. For 
example, at the end of April, Russian 
Foreign Affairs Minister Sergey Lavrov said, 
“Russia’s military operation in Ukraine con-
tributes to the liberation of the world from 
the neocolonial oppression of the West” 
(Kommersant.ru, April 30). In June, Putin 
spoke about the need to “ensure state sover-
eignty.” He said that “a country can be either 
a sovereign or a colony,” and without sover-
eignty, “it has no chance of surviving in a 
tough geopolitical war” (Izvestia, June 9).

In late July, at a forum meeting of the 
Agency for Strategic Initiatives, Putin reit-
erated that “the neocolonial model of the 
dominance of global elites is over” and 
“only truly sovereign states can ensure high 
growth dynamics” (Interfax, July 20). It is 
significant that propaganda sites, while 
developing the Russian leader’s theses, 
came up with the justification that the war 
in Ukraine has turned out to be vital for 
Russia’s “sovereignty,” since it gave rise to a 
global conflict with the West. This conflict, 
they allege, creates opportunities for aban-
doning offshore projects, “giving Russia a 
chance to get out of the fetters of economic 
enslavement more quickly” (ЕADaily.com, 
August 1).

Also in July, the pro-Kremlin REGNUM 
news agency ran a feature article bluntly 
stating that “sovereignty is war.” According 
to the author, the sovereignty of any state 
means the ability “for a permanent mental 
war through the creation of its own pat-
terns of mobilization and a pretext for 
expansion.” This war, in turn, is propagan-
da, in which “the enemy is always morally 
inferior, while we are always morally great, 
unique and therefore have ‘the right’ to act 
as we will.” Meanwhile, the “enemy” does 
not have the right to any actions due to the 
“lack of morality.” Further, the author sub-
stantiates that “spiritual sovereignty is 
achieved … only by methods of total mental 
warfare that affect the sphere of emotions 
of one’s own and other people’s popula-
tion” and states that the main “patron of 
the sovereignty strategy” is Putin himself 
(REGNUM, July 26).

This text could be considered a private 
opinion of the author, but most of its postu-
lates are regularly heard from Russian offi-
cials and top propagandists. Given the 
actions and words of Putin himself, one can 
reasonably assume that such theories are 
only created to provide an ideological justi-
fication for the real frame of mind prevail-
ing among Russian elites. Against this back-
ground, the Kremlin premier’s unfounded 
claim to “global leadership,” while disre-
garding the country’s real capabilities, 
becomes understandable (Izvestia, June 9). 
It seems that war and confrontation are 
beginning to form a renewed keystone for 
the Putin regime.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

New concept of ‘Russian sovereignty’  
is inextricably linked to war on Ukraine

Taking control in Zaporizhia

 NEWS ANALYSIS

(Continued on page 7)
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by Alex Kuzma

There is a macabre scene in Kevin 
Costner’s epic film “Dances with Wolves” 
where Lt. John J. Dunbar and his crude 
muleskinner partner known only as 
Timmons come across the decomposing 
body of a white settler, his rib cage riddled 
with arrows.  Timmons breaks the silence 
with his dark humor: “I bet I know what his 
wife is thinking: ‘Why don’t he write?’”

As Ukraine enters the sixth month of its 
heroic resistance against Russian President 
Vladimir Putin’s war criminals, I often ask 
myself a similar question: Why don’t more 
of our Ukrainian American scholars, law-
yers, clergy and activists write letters to the 
editors of their local newspapers decrying 
Russian war crimes and insisting on more 
aid for Ukraine?

We all worry about the danger of 
Ukraine fatigue. Although Congress has 
voted overwhelmingly in support of aid to 
Ukraine, there is always the danger that, as 
the war grinds on, Americans will grow 
tired of the grim news and ignore the atroc-
ities being perpetrated by Putin’s goons.

We are fortunate to have excellent writ-
ers like Alexander Motyl, Victor Rud, Anne 
Applebaum, Mark N .V. Temnycky and 
Metropolitan Archbishop Borys Gudziak, 
whose columns in USA Today and The Hill 
have appealed to the conscience of 
American decisionmakers. But what about 
the rest of us?  Not all of us can be as elo-
quent or prolific as Mr. Motyl, but virtually 
all of us have had experience composing 
200-word or 400-word essays for college 
homework assignments. Why are we not 
writing now when it really matters?

We have all spent hours agonizing over 
the heart-rending news from Ukraine, our 
anger and frustration boiling over. What 
good does it do for us to be well informed if 
we are not sharing our outrage and frustra-
tion with our fellow Americans? Why are 
we not responding to the idiotic musings of 
Kremlin apologists like Tucker Carlson who 
are constantly repeating Kremlin talking 

points, hurling insults or cheap shots at 
Ukraine and President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy? Why do we remain silent when 
Mr. Carlson tells millions of his devotees 
that Ukraine does not deserve Western aid 
because it’s not a democracy?

Over the coming months, as Americans 
will be bracing for midterm elections, Putin 
and his global disinformation machine will 
be going into overdrive against Ukraine. 
This is a critical time for Ukrainian 
Americans and our non-Ukrainian friends 
to sharpen their pens and express passion-
ate support for Ukraine’s resistance. We 
should be praising Congressional leaders 
such as Rep. Marcy Kaptur and Sen. 
Richard Blumenthal who have been stal-
wart defenders of Ukraine.  And we should 
be challenging other politicians to take a 
tougher stance against the genocide being 
perpetrated against the Ukrainian people.

Facebook likes and handwringing 
among fellow Ukrainians serve little pur-
pose. We need to take our message to the 
Cleveland Plain Dealer, the Miami Herald, 
the Arizona Republic and every newspaper 
in every battleground state where opinion 
columns should be full of letters from pro-
Ukrainian readers that are compelling and 
reasonably articulated.

Besides raising funds for humanitarian 
aid, the least we can do here in the diaspora 
is find the courage to put pen to paper (or 
fingers to the keyboard) and remind our 
fellow Americans that what is at stake is 
more than the survival of Ukraine’s inde-
pendence. Ukraine is defending all of 
Western civilization against Putin’s barba-
rism.

Alex Kuzma is the chief development offi-
cer of the Ukrainian Catholic Education 
Foundation, a U.S.-based organization that 
supports and funds the growth and opera-
tion of the Ukrainian Catholic University 
(UCU) in Lviv. The opinions expressed in this 
commentary are his own and do not neces-
sarily represent the views of any organiza-
tion with which he is affiliated.

Why don’t we write?
 COMMENTARY

“Moscow’s latest act of aggression, the 
brutal invasion of Czechoslovakia, has viv-
idly and painfully shown the nations of the 
world the true nature of Soviet Russia’s 
imperialistic aims. This illegal and immoral 
conquest of Czechoslovakia has opened the 
eyes of the world to the Kremlin’s suppres-
sionist spirit.

“No, the people of the world can give cre-
dence to the documents of [Ukrainian dissi-
dents Vyacheslav] Chornovil and [Ivan] 
Dziuba and others about the arrests, secret 
trials and groundless convictions of 

Ukrainian intellectuals. They know now what 
we have been telling them for years: the 
Soviet Union is a ‘prison of nations,’ not a fed-
eration of free and independent republics.

“Moscow has made a fatal error in its 
unprovoked attack on a small and defense-
less nation. The sympathies of the world 
are with the Czechoslovaks and undoubted-
ly extend to all the freedom-seeking captive 
nations,” The Ukrainian Weekly’s editorial 
said.

Sources: “Ukrainian reaction to invasion: 
shock, indignation and outrage; leaders 
demand withdrawal of troops from 
Czechoslovakia,” and “A new aggression,” 
The Ukrainian Weekly, August 31, 1968.

(Continued from page 6)

Turning...

by Andrew Fedynsky

I have been a lifelong lover of music. 
Sometime in the 1960s, as a teenager, I dis-
covered the Red Army Chorus sang magnif-
icent renditions,  including Taras 
Shevchenko’s “Reve ta Stohne” (“The 
Dnipro Roars and Moans.”)  My mother, 
Lesia, asked me not to play it. But it’s so 
beautiful, I said. I know, she replied – and 
that’s why she can’t bear to listen.

In 1944, when she was in her village 
near the provincial town of Borshchiv, the 
Red Army came, driving out the Nazis who 
had ruled there two years prior, imposing 
their own rule, arresting, torturing and kill-
ing people. Many of those victims rejected 
both occupiers and supported an indepen-
dent country with the fate of post-war 
Ukraine and Europe hanging in the balance. 
That put everyone in the village in a tragic 
dilemma. Lesia’s brother Vlodko was the 
village priest and as such was the de facto 
mayor. He developed relationships with the 
Nazi invaders in 1941-1943 and later the 
Soviet NKVD, the predecessor of the inter-
nal security and counterintelligence agency 
of the KGB, in 1944 and years after.

According to my brother George who 
was a very young adolescent during that 
time and sadly wise beyond his years, uncle 
Vlodko drank vodka with the occupiers, 
exchanged stories in German, Ukrainian 
and Russian, sang songs. As a drinking 
buddy with Nazi and NKVD officials and 
confessor to his parishioners, Vlodko knew 
a lot of secrets. And so, knowing what was 
coming, he sent village boys to the vast net-
work of caverns in that part of Ukraine to 
warn Jews and later Ukrainian Insurgent 
Army (UPA) guerrilla partisans sheltering 
that the enemy knew where they were and 
they had to move immediately. He was a 
hero, unacknowledged and despite the 
songs he shared with Nazi and Soviet 
invaders, unsung. My mother, in her 20s at 
the time, spoke of this, how the singing she 
heard then was both beautiful and ghastly.  
So please, she asked … I stopped playing 
the Red Army Chorus.

Growing up, I was a voracious reader – 
fairy tales, American classics, Dickens, 
Mark Twain, Robert Louis Stevenson, Ivan 
Franko in Ukrainian, national poet Taras 
Shevchenko, of course; and then, when I 
was 15 or 16, Fyodor Dostoevsky: “Bro-
thers Karamazov,” “Crime and Punishment” 
and other novels. Here again, my mother 
did not approve. Dostoevsky, she said, was 
a messianic Russian nationalist. I didn’t 
know that at the time and read his books 
for the “deeply psychological insights,” as I 
told Mama. “Give me a break,” Mama 
replied, “I have enough psychology here at 
home with you and your two brothers.” Oh 
my …

As a freshman at Notre Dame, I tapped 
into the music section on headphones 
while studying at the Hesburgh Library and 
discovered miraculous compositions from 
Beethoven, Mozart, Chopin, Mahler and, 
yes, Russian composers Tchaikovsky, 
Rimsky-Korsakov, Rachmaninov and oth-
ers.

So, sure, I am a great admirer of Russian 
culture.  And, I am also an enemy of 

Russian imperialism. Russia has given the 
world many gifts – music, literature, the-
ater, ballet, space engineering and explora-
tion. And, also, it has given the world untold 
misery: terror, famine, assassinations, mass 
murder, censorship, forced labor, war …

Many of Russia’s greatest cultural figures 
were victims: writer Isaac Babel; poet Anna 
Akhmetova; Alexander Solzhenitsyn; physi-
cist Andrei Sakharov; even the great Fyodor 
Dostoevsky: sentenced to death and then 
reprieved, literally at the last minute as he 
stood before a firing squad in a St. 
Petersburg prison and was then exiled to 
Siberia: a grotesque joke from Tsar 
Nicholas I, the same tsar who decreed 
Shevchenko be put into military servitude 
in Kazakhstan, deprived of the right to 
write or create art. Dostoevsky was 
allowed to return to Russia where he wrote 
some of the greatest works of literature the 
world has seen. Shevchenko returned to St. 
Petersburg in 1858, dying prematurely 
three years later. Dostoevsky attended his 
funeral. Two years later, Russia banned 
publications in Ukrainian. For the next half 
century, as Russian literature enriched the 
world with the works of Ivan Turgenev, 
Anton Chekov and Lev Tolstoy, the 
Ukrainian language was banned. What a 
loss for Ukraine; what a loss for world cul-
ture! What a loss for Russia. That was a 
century and a half ago. Russia is now wag-
ing a war to eliminate Ukraine as a nation, 
destroying libraries, schools, museums and 
universities with weapons the tsars never 
could have imagined.

It’s a bizarre phenomenon: the very exis-
tence of Ukraine drives Kremlin rulers mad, 
to the point of genocide. A journalist/histo-
rian friend of mine in Kyiv compared their 
view, now promulgated by Russian 
President Vladimir Putin, with that of Adolf 
Hitler’s attitude toward Jews. Neither 
nation can be allowed to exist. Why? It is 
impossible to understand: totally irrational; 
pure evil. It is “Ruskiy Mir” (the Russian 
World) for Putin; it was the German Master 
Race and Third Reich for Hitler. In the 
minds of their proponents, both require the 
eradication of an entire people. Jews lost 
millions in the Holocaust; Ukrainians lost 
millions in the Holodomor.

It’s gratifying how the world, particular-
ly the United States, responded to Hitler’s 
aggression in World War II and today is 
totally supportive of Israel’s existence as a 
Jewish state and to its security, reversing 
Nazi Germany’s campaign to eradicate Jews 
in “the Final Solution.” And how gratifying 
it is to see that the U.S. is now helping 
Ukraine with humanitarian and economic 
support and, above all, providing weapons. 
The more the better; the swifter they’re 
delivered, the more effective they’ll be.

Do we boycott Russian culture? Russian 
sports? Russian products? Travel to Russia? 
Block travel from Russia? Well, opera sing-
er and Putin supporter Anna Netrebko is 
banned from the Metropolitan Opera stage 
and elsewhere. So are others. Russian ath-
letes, who for decades have been benefiting 
from a systematic Russian-government 
doping program, are barred from compet-
ing in World Cup soccer, Wimbledon tennis 
and other events for which they’ve trained 
their entire lives. Does the world need 

Russian culture; Russian sports

Andrew Fedynsky’s e-mail address is  
afedynsky@gmail.com.

  by Andrew Fedynsky

(Continued on page 15)

and its people are fighting not only to 
establish firmly and forever their indepen-
dence, but that Ukraine is the frontline in 
the battle for the future of our world, for 
the values prevalent throughout the West, 
values so prevalent that, at times, they are 
not fully cherished. 

Please know that the members of the 
Ukrainian National Association, a fraternal 
organization established in 1894, have 
always fought for the independence of 

Ukraine, and we will continue to fight with 
you, with Ukraine, for complete victory in 
this horrific, unprovoked war. 

Glory to Ukraine! Glory to her Heroes!

Stefan Kaczaraj
President/Chief Executive Officer

Yuriy Symczyk
Chief Operating Officer/National 

Secretary

Roma Lisovich
Chief Financial Officer/Treasurer

June 8, 2022

(Continued from page 3)
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Prosthetics for Ukrainians project.
Mr. Hevko shot videos and took pictures 

at a clinic run by Zakarpattia-native Yakiv 
Hradinar.  He sent those photos and videos 
to Ukraine’s presidential office, as well as 
its defense and health ministries to con-
vince them of the sincerity of the project.

By July 23, the first five soldiers chosen 
from among 400 applicants arrived in the 
United States and the following day they 
already had prosthetics installed on their 
legs.

“The way we were received at the airport, 
the way we were treated, the whole trip was 
simply awesome,” Maksym told The 
Ukrainian Weekly before departing with the 
group back to Ukraine on August 13.

As current members of Ukraine’s Armed 
Forces, Maksym and another veteran inter-
viewed for this article did not provide their 
last names or military units because they 
are not authorized to do so.

The foundation had paid for the whole 
trip. It also found families to host the group 
in Minneapolis. The group includes two 

children and two civilian adults also requir-
ing prosthetics for arms and legs.

After travelling by car for six hours, the 

group visited Chicago for two days where 
they went to the top of the city’s tallest sky-
scraper – the Willis Tower – and enjoyed a 
boat ride on Lake Michigan.

Some stayed at the downtown Hilton 
Hotel paid for by local donors, while other 
members of the group stayed with host 
families. The group was part of a dinner at 
Red Lobster dinner that raised $6,000 for 
prosthetics and additional aid for the 
group. It also raised $900 for additional 
expenses.

A local trucking company, Patriot 
Transport, gave the servicemen $5,000 
each to take back to Ukraine.

About 90 percent of those who applied 
at the military hospital where Vladyslav, 46, 
was being treated after losing the bottom 
half of his right leg near Izyum in Kharkiv 
Oblast were accepted into the program.

Vladyslav recalled the moment he lost 
his limb.

“The wound happened during the next 
tank battle,” he said, which took place on 
March 25 during the heigh of the first 
phase of Russia’s full-scale war on Ukraine.

The Bila Tserkva native said his wife had 
found the treatment offer for prosthetics on 
the foundation’s Facebook page. A series of 
applications had to be completed before he 
could take a bus to Krakow in Poland and 

then a flight to Minneapolis.
The non-profit also publicized the pro-

gram on its Instagram page, which is how 
Maksym’s brother learned about the 
opportunity.

Vladyslav, who is a member of an elite 
Ukrainian assault unit, said the prosthetics 
have a lifespan of two years, after which 
time they have to be replaced.

He said he especially liked visiting the 
Buckingham Fountain and Millennium Park 
in Chicago and he enjoyed taking a swim in 
Lake Michigan.

“They’re still getting used to walking on 
the prosthetic limbs,” said Mr. Hevko, while 
adding that the doctor’s brother in 
Uzhhorod will set up an office where pro-
gram participants will be able to get 
replacement prosthesis.

The next group of at least five prosthet-
ics beneficiaries will arrive toward the end 
of August, Mr. Hevko said, and the treat-
ment will come in waves as meticulous 
plans are underway for each separate 
group.

Upon their return to Ukraine, the five 
soldiers will be seen by a military medical 
commission that will determine if they 
remain on active duty or whether they 
should be discharged and become civilians, 
Maksym said.

(Continued from page 1)

Ternopil...

Ukrainian war veterans visited Chicago’s Willis Tower, the city’s tallest skyscraper, 
on August 6 while adjusting to their newly obtained prosthetics. 

Five Ukrainian war veterans pose with a Ukrainian flag in Chicago’s Willis Tower, 
the city’s tallest skyscraper, on August 6 while adjusting to their newly obtained pros-

thetics. 

Courtesy of Viktor Hevko

Courtesy of Viktor Hevko

Prosthetics for Ukraine co-founder 
Viktor Hevko at a vendor stand on the 
grounds of Saint Joseph Church’s 

Uketoberfest in Chicago on August 13.

Mark Raczkiewycz

Donbas in 2014. Now, following the 
Russian invasion this year, military training 
is becoming a common part of the lifestyle 
for many.

For example, in the middle of summer, 
what would once have been an unusual 
camping trip took place in a forest on the 
outskirts of Kyiv close to Bucha, Irpin and 
other hard-hit cities and towns. Civilians 
mingled with military men in front of tents 
pitched next to freshly dug trenches.

The whole area is still littered with junk, 
trash and booze bottles left by Russian sol-
diers who were positioned there. Part of 
the forest is still being cleared of mines.

The instructor, a soldier in his late 20s 
who had lived in Poland but returned to 
join the army, stood by a table cluttered 
with bandages and tourniquets. He and a 
comrade were explaining how to evacuate 
the wounded from the battlefield.

The training session in the woods was 
conducted by the Spas-23 Battalion, a mili-
tary unit that is also providing training to 
territorial defense groups and law enforce-
ment agencies in the Kyiv region. The inten-
sive two-day workshop involves camping, 
physical exercise, handling weapons and 
operating a drone.

The highlight of the program is a mock 

guerrilla battle. Teams composed of entre-
preneurs, shopkeepers and real-estate 
agents armed with air guns fought for con-
trol of the trenches and positions that were 
left behind by the Russian Army in March.

Spas-23 has partnered with Taktyka.ua, 
a school of tactical and combat training for 
civilians established this summer by a team 
led by Mykhaylo and Olha, a married cou-
ple in their early 30s who asked not to 
reveal their surname for security reasons.

Before the invasion, they worked for a 
China-based health company and were 
“pacifists,” they say. But after February 24, 
doing business became impossible, and 
they decided they wanted to use their skills 
help their country.

The participants pay for the program, 
but Mykhaylo and Olha stress that the 
money only covers organizational costs and 
modest fees for the instructors. The cours-
es sell out within hours, they say, and the 
biggest problem is finding instructors: Most 
are at the front or have other duties.

Mobilization to be continued

According to Ukrainian Defense Minister 
Oleksiy Reznikov, there are more than 1 
million people currently defending the 
country. The majority, about 700,000, are 
mobilized in the armed forces; the rest are 
National Guard troops, border guards and 
federal police. On August 15, the Ukrainian 
parliament voted to prolong the period of 

martial law and mobilization for another 
three months.

Detailed information about mobilization 
remains a military secret, however. 
Authorities say that the chaos of the first 
weeks of the invasion and overzealous offi-
cials handing out summonses to the mili-
tary ranks as punishment for minor misde-
meanors, such as not observing curfew, 
resulted in the spread of misinformation 
about unprepared people unwillingly end-
ing up on the front line.

“In fact, no one is mobilized without con-
sent, let alone sent to the front line,” mili-
tary expert Mykhaylo Zhirokhov told RFE/
RL. “The Ukrainian armed forces do not 
lack people at this point in time, but with 
no end of fighting in sight and growing 
casualties, mobilization will continue.”

Recruits usually receive two months of 
training and people deemed unfit for com-
bat are kept away from the front, he said.

“But in this new type of war, with con-
stant artillery shelling and missile attacks, 
psychological resilience plays a key role,” 
Mr. Zhirokhov said. “There is no such thing 
as too much training and preparation, but 
what is crucial is that those who are defend-
ing our positions have very high morale.”

Heading back to central Kyiv after the 
training session in the forest, meanwhile, 
Mykhaylo said that he and Olha don’t see 
demand for military training flagging any 
time soon.

“It’s better not to make rigid plans in 
Ukraine these days,” he said as he drove 
across a makeshift replacement for a 
destroyed bridge over the Bucha River. “But 
by this spring, our team would like to have 
our own training ground and open a full-
time combat school.”

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-combat-
traing-civilians-lifestyle/31993128.html).

(Continued from page 5)

Fit for fighting...

Mykhaylo and Olha, founders of Taktyka.
ua, a school of tactical and combat train-
ing for civilians, wear masks during an 

outdoor training session near Kyiv.

Aleksander Palikot, RFE/RL
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Interactive data and maps answer questions on Ukrainians in the U.S.
by Oleh Wolowyna

NEW YORK – The Center for Demographic and 
Socioeconomic Research of Ukrainians in the U.S. (the 
Center) at the Shevchenko Scientific Society in New York is 
the only institution that provides comprehensive, quantita-
tive data on Ukrainians in the U.S. The data is from official 
U.S. sources and is updated regularly.

The Center has constructed an integrated database on 
Ukrainians in the U.S. with data from the 1980, 1990 and 
2000 censuses and yearly American Community Surveys 
starting in 2005. In addition, a separate database has year-
ly immigration statistics. The Center also has all of the cen-
sus data for 1910, 1920, 1930 and 1940. That data offers a 
unique opportunity for researchers to study the first wave 
of Ukrainian migration to the U.S.

Results of analyzing these databases are posted on the 
web site of the Center: http://www.inform-decisions.com/
stat. In eight years, the website received 50,600 hits, with an 
average of 14 hits a day. A total of 15,000 institutions and 
persons visited the website during this period. Visitors to 
the cite were based in the U.S. (58 percent), Ukraine (17 
percent), Bolivia (11 percent), Canada (4 percent) and other 
countries from around the world, including from Russia, 
Austria, France, Argentina, Nigeria and the Philippines.

A module is being developed on the website with the 
latest available data from 2018 (More recent data is not 
available because most of the 2020 census results are not 
out yet, and the COVID-19 epidemic has complicated the 
release of data from more recent American Community 
Surveys). The module has interactive tables, maps and 
graphs. What follows is a description of the new module 
and examples on how to use it.

After visiting the Center’s site, individuals can click on 
“2018 Data.”

The interactive data are presented in two panels: states 
and metropolitan areas. The data can be considered by 
addressing two questions, one for states and one for met-
ropolitan areas. A step-by-step description of how to use 
the module (below) will help readers answer these ques-
tions. Two simple statistical profiles can then be construct-
ed, one for a state and one for a metropolitan area.

Data by state

The state question asks which states have the largest (or 
smallest) number of Ukrainians, and which have the larg-
est (or lowest) relative growth (or decline) between 2000 
and 2018?

To answer these questions, readers can use the follow-
ing instructions:

First, click on “Ukrainians by State: 2000-2010-2018.” 
Move the cursor to hover over “2018” (at the top of the col-
umn) and double-click. The states are listed in decreasing 
order of the number of Ukrainians in 2018. New York has 
the largest number of Ukrainians with 170,000, followed 
by California with 135,000 and Pennsylvania with 111,000. 
Click again on “2018” and now the states are listed in 
increasing order. Wyoming and Mississippi have less than 
1,000 Ukrainians, with 600 and 858, respectively.

Next, click twice on “%(2018-2000)/2000” and the 
states are listed by decreasing order of relative change 
between 2000 and 2018. South Carolina had the largest 
relative increase in the number of Ukrainians, 215 percent, 
from 3,745 in 2000 to 11,792 in 2018. Four states and one 
district more than doubled their number of Ukrainians 
between 2000 and 2018 (an increase of more than 100 
percent): the District of Columbia, Kentucky, Tennessee, 
Iowa and Idaho.

Click on “%(2018-2000)/2000” again and now states 
are listed in increasing order. Delaware and Michigan had 
the largest relative decrease between 2000 and 2018, with 
a 24 percent decrease for each. Connecticut, Ohio and 
Pennsylvania experienced a 14 percent decline.

Next, readers can analyze South Carolina, the state with 
the largest increase in its number of Ukrainians between 
2000 and 2018. That analysis is summarized in Table 1.

The online table “Ukrainians by State: 2000-2010-2018” 
has the 2000-2018 increase divided into two periods: 
2000-2010 and 2010-2018. The relative increase for the 
first period is 103.5 percent, from 3,745 Ukrainians in 
2000 to 7,621 in 2010, and 55 percent for the second peri-
od, to 11,792 Ukrainians in 2018. The increase in the num-
ber of Ukrainians in South Carolina was not uniform; there 
was a large increase during the first 10 years and then it 
slowed down during the next eight years. 

The numbers of Fourth Wave immigrants can be found 
in the online table “Number of 4th Wave Immigrants by 

State: 2000, 2010 and 2018.” The data on language spoken 
at home is found in “Number of Ukrainians Speaking 
English, Ukrainian, Russian or Other by State, 2018.” 
Readers may select “% Row” to get the percent distribution 
by language spoken at home.

This simple profile provides some clues about South 
Carolina’s growth. First, part of the large increase during 
2000-2018 was due to Fourth Wave immigrants. Second, 
there was a large increase in the number of immigrants 
during the first period and a much smaller increase during 
the next eight years, similar to the pattern for the total 
number of Ukrainians. Third, the proportion of Fourth 
Wave immigrants was 12 percent in 2000, it increased to 
26 percent in 2010 and decreased to 22 percent in 2018. 
Fourth, over half of Ukrainians (aged five years or older) 
spoke English at home in 2018, and Ukrainian and Russian 
speakers were evenly divided with 22 percent each.

Tables have maps associated with them, and the “DATA” 
button shows the corresponding data for the map. 
Indicators for each state can be seen by placing the cursor 
over the state.

Maps add a new dimension to the data by showing the 
spatial distribution of an indicator. For example, “Map 1” 
linked with the table “Ukrainians by State: 2000-2010-
2018” shows a familiar picture. Three states comprise 37 
percent of all Ukrainians: New York (15 percent), 
Pennsylvania (10 percent) and California (12 percent). The 
other 63 percent are distributed primarily among border 
states on the east and west coasts, several central north-
eastern states and three southern states. Few Ukrainians 
reside in what are called heartland states.

“Map 2,” on the other hand, with the indicator percent 
change between 2000 and 2018, presents a different pic-
ture. The five states and one district with the fastest 
growth between 2000 and 2018 (South Carolina, the 
District of Columbia, Kentucky, Tennessee, Iowa and Idaho) 
had relatively small numbers of Ukrainians in 2000 (see 
table “Ukrainians by State: 2000 – 2010 – 2018”). On the 
other hand, the largest declines were experienced by states 
with large numbers of Ukrainians, such as Michigan, Ohio 
and Pennsylvania.

The large emigration from cities in these states is mainly 
related to the economic crisis of 2007-2008. The overall 
dynamics shown in “Map 2” are, to a great extent, due to 
settlement patterns of Fourth Wave immigrants that differ 
from settlement patterns of previous migration waves.

Data by metropolitan area

This panel has data on Ukrainians in metropolitan areas 
with 5,000 or more Ukrainians in 2018. 

The metropolitan area question asks which area had the 
highest growth in the number of Ukrainians during 2000-
2018 and the largest percentages of Fourth Wave immi-
grants in 2018? Answers to these questions are presented 
in table 2. As was the case with state maps, readers will be 
able to see the value of an indicator for a metropolitan area 
by placing their cursor on the metropolitan area circle.

Readers may click on “Ukrainians by Metropolitan Area, 
2018” and sort the “(2018-2000)/2000” column in 
descending order. Jackson, Fla., had the highest percent 
increase between 2000 and 2018 (229 percent), from 
1,665 Ukrainians in 2000 to 5,446 in 2018. Charlotte, N.C., 
had the second largest increase with 132.5 percent, fol-
lowed by Sacramento, Calif., and Seattle, with 96 and 90 
percent, respectively.

Readers may then click on “Number of 4th Wave 
Immigrants by MA in 2000, 2010 and 2018” and then 
“Map” to answer the second part of the question. They may 
then click on “Map % 4th wave” and then “Data.” The “% 
4th wave” column can then be sorted in descending order.

Doing so shows that three of the four metropolitan 
areas with the fastest increase also have the highest per-
centages of Fourth Wave immigrants: Jacksonville, Fla., 

Sacramento, Calif., and Seattle. If the four metropolitan 
areas with the fastest increases and the four metropolitan 
areas with the largest percentage of Fourth Wave immi-
grants are listed, then there are six metropolitan areas. The 
six areas have similar rankings in percent growth and per-
cent of Fourth Wave indicators, with two exceptions: San 
Jose, Calif., and Charlotte, N.C.

A simple statistical profile of Jacksonville, Fla., the met-
ropolitan area with the fastest increase in its number of 
Ukrainians between 2000 and 2018 (Table 3) can then be 
created. A motivated reader can replicate table 4 using data 
on the Center’s website.

A good part of the extraordinary growth of Ukrainians in 
Jacksonville, Fla., is due to a large influx of Fourth Wave 
immigrants. They made up only 14 percent of the 1,655 
Ukrainians in 2000, but by 2018 more than half of the 
5,446 were Fourth Wave immigrants. More than half of all 
Ukrainians in Jacksonville, Fla., speak English, and there 
were twice as many Russian than Ukrainian speakers in 
2018.

The maps in this panel are dynamic. That is, one can 
zoom them in and out and move the map on the screen 
(click on the “?” at the bottom of each map for instructions 
on how to manipulate these maps). Mapping metropolitan 
areas in densely populated regions can be problematic, as 
they are too close and difficult to distinguish. The zoom 
feature allows one to expand the map and examine in more 
detail these areas.

Maps complement the information provided in the 
tables. They give a general perspective on how metropoli-
tan areas with specific characteristics are distributed 
across the country.

The map in “Number of Persons Speaking English, 
Ukrainian, Russian or Other at Home by MA, 2018,” 
addresses the issue of Ukrainian and Russian speakers in 
a community. For this map, only persons who speak 
Ukrainian or Russian at home were considered. In other 
words, persons who only speak English or other languag-
es were excluded. The red circles indicate metropolitan 
areas where, among persons who speak only Ukrainian or 
Russian, more than 50 percent speak Ukrainian. The yel-
low circles indicate metropolitan areas where more than 
50 percent speak Russian. In the first group, the darker 
red indicates those areas with more than 75 percent 
speaking Ukrainian. In the second group, the smaller yel-
low circles indicate that 13-29 percent speak Ukrainian. 
That is, 70 percent or more (the complement of 29 per-
cent) speak Russian.

The map shows that almost all metropolitan areas with 
more than 50 percent speaking Ukrainian are located in 
the east; only two areas are located on the west coast: 
Sacramento, Calif., and Seattle. There are six metropolitan 
areas with more than 75 percent Ukrainian speakers. They 
are small- or mid-size communities with not necessarily 
high percentages of Fourth Wave immigrants: Cleveland, 

 Table 1.
Some Indicators of Ukrainians in South Carolina

* persons aged five years or more

Indicator (2010-2000) (2018-2010) (2018-2000)
 /2000 /2000 /2000
% change 103.5 54.7 214.9
 2000 2010 2018
Total 3,745 7,621 11,792
4th wave 459 2,015 2,612
 English Ukrainian Russian
% speak*, 2018 54.7% 22.1% 22.1%

 Table 3.
Some indicators of Ukrainians in Jacksonville, FL

* persons aged five years or more

Indicador 2000 2010 2018 %(2000-2018)

Ukrainians 1,655 3,259 5,446 229
4th wave 243 750 2,804 1,054
% 4th wave 14.7 23.0 51.5 

  Language Spoken at Home*, 2018
 English Ukrainian Russian Other

Percent 56 14 28 2
Number 2,977 750 1,469 85

Table 2
Metropolitan Areas with the Highest % (2000-2018)

Growth and Percent 4th Wave Immigrants in 2018

Metropolitan Area %(2000-2018) % 4th wave

Jacksonville, FL 229 52
Charlotte, NC 132.5 32
Sacramento, CA 96 58
Seattle, WA 90 49
Portland, OR 75 48
San Jose, CA 40 44

(Continued on page 21)
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� e Executive Committee 
of the Ukrainian National Association

and the UNA’s newspapers, 
Svoboda and � e Ukrainian Weekly 

congratulate

Ukraine and all Ukrainians
on the 29th Anniversary 

OF UKRAINE’S INDEPENDENCE
We believe in the unity of the Ukrainian nation

and wish Ukraine harmony, prosperity
and peace in these trying times.

We honor and pray for our heroes and anticipate 
their victory bene� ting our nation, Ukraine.

МНОГАЯ ТА БЛАГАЯ ЛІТА!

� e Corporate Board of Directors 
of the Ukrainian National Association

and the UNA’s newspapers, 
Svoboda and � e Ukrainian Weekly, 

Ukraine and all Ukrainians
on the 31st Anniversary 

OF UKRAINE’S INDEPENDENCE

СЛАВА УКРАЇНІ!      ГЕРОЯМ СЛАВА!
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Michigan
Ukrainian Selfreliance Michigan
Federal Credit Union
26791 Ryan Road
Warren, MI 48091
T: 877. POLTAVA
Branch o�  ces:
Hamtramck, MI
www.usmfcu.org

New Jersey
Nova UA Federal Credit Union
851 Allwood Road
Cli� on, NJ 07012
T: 1-844-7NOVAFCU
Branch o�  ce:
Botany Village; Cli� on, NJ
www.novafcu.com

New York
Self Reliance (NY)
Federal Credit Union
108 Second Avenue
New York, NY 10003
T: 888.SELFREL
Branch o�  ces:
Kerhonkson, NY; Uniondale, NY;
Astoria, NY; Lindenhurst, NY
www.selfrelianceny.org

Pennsylvania – New Jersey
Ukrainian Selfreliance
Federal Credit Union
221 W Street Rd,
Feasterville, PA 19053
T: 888.POLTAVA
Branch o�  ces:
Jenkintown, PA;
Philadelphia, PA; Trenton, NJ
www.ukrfcu.com

Pennsylvania
Ukrainian Selfreliance
of Western Pennsylvania
Federal Credit Unon
95 South Seventh Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15203
T: 412.481.1865
www.samopomich.com

Connecticut-Massachusetts
Ukrainian Selfreliance New England
Federal Credit Union
21 Silas Deane Highway
Wethers� eld, CT 06109
T: 800.405.4714
Branch o�  ces:
West� eld, MA; New Britain, CT
www.usnefcu.com

Illinois – New Jersey – Michigan
Selfreliance Federal Credit Union
2332 West Chicago Ave.
Chicago, IL 60622
T: 888.222.UKR1
Branch o�  ces:
Newark, NJ; Jersey City, NJ;
Whippany, NJ; 
Warren, MI; Hamtramck, MI; 
West Bloom� eld, MI
Palatine, IL; Bloomingdale, IL;
Chicago, IL
www.selfreliance.com

Maryland
Self Reliance Baltimore
Federal Credit Union
2345 Eastern Avenue
Baltimore, MD 21224
T: 410.327.9841
 www.srbfcu.org

New York – New Jersey
Ukrainian National
Federal Credit Union
215 Second Avenue
New York, NY 10003
T: 866.859.5848
Branch o�  ces:
South Bound Brook, NJ
Brooklyn, NY; Perth Amboy, NJ
www.ukrnatfcu.org

Ohio
Cleveland Selfreliance
Federal Credit Union
6108 State Road
Parma, OH 44134
T: 440.884.9111
Branch o�  ces:
North Canton, OH; Lorain, OH
www.clevelandselfreliance.com 

UKRAINIAN AMERICAN CREDIT UNION ASSOCIATION
ЦЕНТРАЛЯ УКРАЇНСЬКИХ КООПЕРАТИВ АМЕРИКИ (ЦУКА)

New York – Connecticut
SUMA (Yonkers)
Federal Credit Union
125 Corporate Blvd.
Yonkers, NY 10701
T: 888.644.SUMA
Branch o�  ces:
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ON THE OCCASION OF THE 31st ANNIVERSARY OF UKRAINIAN INDEPENDENCE
best wishes to all Ukrainians, especially our worldwide Ukrainian cooperative family.

GLORY TO UKRAINE!    GLORY TO THE HEROES!
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Russian products? Other than vodka, oil 
and gas, the country has nothing to offer. 
Travel to Russia? Do so at your peril; ask 
basketball star Brittney Griner and others 
being held hostage. Travel from Russia? 
Other than high-priced boutiques, restau-
rants in Paris, Switzerland, New York and 
Miami and mega yacht construction firms, 
no one misses Putin’s corrupt oligarchs 
and cronies.

So, sure, boycott Russian cultural, 
sports and political figures. We did that to 
Germany when Hitler came to power and 
many cultural figures overtly supported 
him or simply went along with his tyranny 
for the sake of their careers. Others like 
Thomas Mann and Marlena Dietrich left 

Germany, unable to stomach what their 
country had become.

Russian culture has a lot to offer and, 
indeed, just as no one was boycotting 
Bach, Beethoven or Brahms during World 
War II, orchestras today perform the 
works of Russian composers, as well they 
should. Commendably, they’re also adding 
compositions of Ukrainian musicians, as 
well they should.

With Putin, Russia now faces a Hitler 
moment. Will blocking Russian cultural, 
athletic and other prominent figures stop 
the war? No. For that Ukraine needs weap-
ons. But, yes, culture and sports send a 
message. What Russia is doing is unac-
ceptable, horrendous, atrocious; choose 
your adverb. Rhetoric precedes action. It’s 
time for prominent Russians to speak out. 
It’s time for the people of that nation to 
rise up.

(Continued from page 7)

Russian culture...
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transition in the European Union caused by 
the urgent need to manage the unfolding 
economic crisis (The Insider, August 12). 
Germany remains the main target of 
Russian gas pressure and political maneu-
vering, but Putin’s understanding of this 
major European power is badly out of date, 
as Berlin’s resolve to stand with Ukraine 
against cruel aggression has been seriously 
underestimated in Moscow (Kommersant 
FM, August 11). Russian diplomacy aims at 
weakening this resolve by feigning readi-
ness for peace talks and had expected the 
grain deal negotiated by Turkey to restore 
the Kremlin’s trustworthiness, but provoca-
tions at the Zaporizhia nuclear power plant 
produce far more convincing evidence to 
the contrary (Svoboda.org, August 12).

Government experts are careful not to 
offend the misperceptions of the strength 
of Russia’s economy prevalent in the 
Kremlin, thus their multivariate forecasts 
outline only moderate recessions in 2022 
and 2023, promising a strong rebound later 
(Kommersant, August 12; Rosbalt, August 
11). Publication of official statistics has 
been severely curtailed, but one bit of data 
that was observed last week covered the 
large expansion of the state budget deficit 
caused by a sharp decline in income, even 
from the oil-and-gas sector, and a massive 
increase in state expenditures, clearly 
caused by the war, which have been duly 
hidden (Rbc.ru, August 12; Bfm.ru, August 
12). Russian oil exports are sustained only 
by heavy discounts on the Urals reserves, 
and the progressing decline of production 
makes it quite impossible to deliver the 
agreed upon quota with Organization of 
the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) 
members (Kommersant, August 10). 
Putin’s instructions on reorienting energy 
exports to the East are not disputed, but it 
is abundantly clear for practitioners that 
China will not finance the construction of 
new pipelines (The Bell, August 8).

The idea that a long war can help in 
affirming control over a patriotically united 
society seems sound as protests against the 
war have mostly dissipated, but testing this 
theory against the pressure of falling 
incomes and mounting casualties high-

lights greater risks for regime stability than 
the Kremlin tends to believe (Forbes.ru, 
August 13). Putin’s minions are eager to 
prove their loyalty by traveling to the 
Donbas, but public opinion prefers to pre-
tend that life continues “as normal” and 
blocks out the war’s horrors rather than 
embracing the conflict (Re-russia.org, 
August 5). This convenient denial becomes 
more difficult as more sacrifices are 
demanded from the urban middle classes 
of Moscow and St. Petersburg (not only 
from the poorest regions), while soldiers 
returning from battlefields in Ukraine tell 
stories of violent chaos and glaring incom-
petence (Meduza, August 11). Generals are 
confused and irked by the unfamiliar prob-
lem of manpower shortages, but their 
demands for mobilization are left unan-
swered by the nervous commander-in-
chief, and governors are instead instructed 
to expand recruitment in every shallow 
pool, from unemployment centers to pris-
ons (Novayagazeta.eu, August 12).

Russia has been gradually transformed 
and increasingly traumatized by what it 
still officially describes as a “special mili-
tary operation,” which no amount of propa-
ganda can paint as proceeding according to 
Putin’s plans. Yet, he cannot possibly admit 
the flaws in the grand vision of Russia’s rise 
under his leadership but has to concede 
that even he has realized that it will take 
more time for Ukraine to collapse and for 
the West to crumble. Time, however, is not 
on the Russian premier’s side, and Ukraine 
is set to prove it, despite the terrible price it 
pays for resisting and rolling back Russian 
aggression. The ultimate proof of folly of 
autocratic self-delusion can, nevertheless, 
only come from inside Russia, which needs 
to reinvent and reconstitute itself as a 
responsible state. It is so patently unpre-
pared for a long war that an inevitable 
defeat looms large. Indeed, defeat could 
create space for much-needed reforms, but 
it might also sap the energy necessary for 
them. A defeated Russia will have a chance 
to emerge victorious in self-revival, but the 
road will be difficult, and the risks will be 
grave.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)

Putin’s next...

Russia in 2014 and is still internationally 
recognized as Ukrainian territory, but 
Moscow has threatened severe reprisals for 
any attacks on the peninsula.

After the blasts, President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy, in his nightly address on August 
16, called on Ukrainians living in the occu-
pied territories to stay away from the mili-
tary facilities of the Russian Army located 
in Crimea.

“Every day and every night we see new 
reports of explosions in the territory tem-
porarily occupied by the invaders,” Mr. 
Zelenskyy said, without admitting direct 
responsibility for the blasts. He said the 
explosions could have various causes, 
including incompetence.

“But they all mean the same thing – the 
destruction of the occupiers’ logistics, their 
ammunition, military and other equipment, 
and command posts saves the lives of our 
people,” he said.

Britain’s Ministry of Defense said in its 
daily intelligence report that, while the 
cause of the blasts remains unclear, it is 
“highly likely” that the incidents are caus-
ing increasing concerns among Russian 
commanders about the apparent deteriora-
tion of the security situation in occupied 

Crimea, which functions as a rear base for 
the occupation of Ukraine.

Mykhaylo Podolyak, another top aide of 
Mr. Zelenskyy’s, said in a post on Twitter 
that the latest blasts were a reminder that 
the “Crimea occupied by Russians is about 
warehouses, explosions and a high risk of 
death for invaders and thieves.”

“What is stolen does not bring prosperi-
ty,” Mr. Podolyak later told Ukrainian televi-
sion.

The incidents came roughly a week after 
a series of unexplained explosions tore 
through Russia’s Saky air base, in a western 
district of Crimea, destroying a number of 
Russian warplanes.

There’s been no confirmation as to what 
caused those explosions, though satellite 
imagery showed extensive destruction at 
the base.

The Dzhankoy district is about 50 kilo-
meters from the Russia-occupied region of 
Kherson in southern Ukraine.

(With reporting by Crimea.Realities and 
AP)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-russia-
invasion-kharkiv-crimea-sabotage/31992 
212.html).

(Continued from page 1)

Russia pounds...
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Despite the war, Ukraine is confident 
that they will find a way to continue the 
educational process.

Education Minister Serhii Shkarlet con-
firmed that the school year in Ukraine will 
begin on September 1 and last until June 
30, 2023, one month longer than usual.

The government has recommended that 
universities begin the academic year on 
August 15, except for first-year students.

Schools close to the frontline and in the 
occupied territories will operate in an 
online format. 

“The issue is difficult because it is related 
to the safety of our children,” Ukrainian Prime 
Minister Denys Shmyhal said. “The security 
situation in the country varies, and it is 
already clear that it is impossible to return to 
face-to-face education in the frontline areas; 
therefore, the online format will continue 
there. Just like in the occupied territories.”

Ukraine’s education ministry worked 
with Zoom to implement the virtual learn-
ing format. The company will provide free 
access for all educational institutions in 
Ukraine for the 2022-2023 academic year.

The deputy head of the Presidential 
Office, Kyrylo Tymoshenko, said that some 
20 percent of schools and kindergartens in 
Ukraine were damaged due to hostilities. 
The government and UNICEF are working 
to restore as many schools as possible by 
September 1.

However, schoolchildren can return to 
their desks only if the educational institu-
tion implements all safety measures 
required by the Ukrainian government.

The prime minister instructed local self-
government bodies to organize regular train-
ing on evacuating students to shelter facili-
ties, develop safety lessons and create a sim-
ple visualization for evacuation routes in all 
educational institutions. Every school must 
have an emergency button to warn students 
and staff in case of an emergency or attack.

Each educational institution must have 
supplies of water and medicines, as well as 

backup and independent sources of energy. 
In the event of an air raid, teachers must 
stop their lessons and, if possible, continue 
them in shelters.

A special commission will monitor com-
pliance with all safety rules in schools and 
kindergartens.

For distance education, the limit on the 
number of students in a class has been 
removed. From this year on, more than 30 
students can study in a class simultaneous-
ly. Previously, the class limit was no more 
than 24 children in primary classes and 30 
students in middle and high school.

Schools in frontline areas, however, will 
operate in shifts of 20 students per class in 
order to ensure their safety. School officials 
said they have taken that step because they 
believe that the fewer students are in a 
class, then the faster they can be taken to a 
bomb shelter or other safe place in or near 
the school in case of an emergency.

“The safety factor is the main argument 
for starting traditional education. The edu-
cational process in the face-to-face mode 
can take place only under the condition of 
the presence of protective structures in 
educational institutions. In addition, the 
head of the regional administration takes 
the final decision on the education format 
and must consider the parents’ opinion,” 
Mr. Shkarlet said.

The minister added that, if schools can-
not provide shelter for all of their children, 
then the school day can be organized into 
shifts to ensure that there is room for all 
children to seek shelter in case of an attack.

“We are working on strengthening the 
security of educational institutions, equip-
ment for notifying an alarm signal and 
training teachers in educational and train-
ing classes for schoolchildren. The life and 
health of every person are the most valu-
able. Safety comes first,” Mr. Shkarlet said.

Ukraine’s Minister of Internal Affairs 
Denys Monastyrsky said the ministry has 
assigned to each educational institution a 
specific worker who will also be responsi-
ble for ensuring that the school is ready for 
the new academic year.

“The understanding of readiness for the 

educational process is completely different 
today. For two years, we experienced online 
training due to the pandemic, and now we 
have another challenge – war. First of all, in 
these conditions, we have to take care of the 
safety of children,” Mr. Monastyrsky said.

A commission established to inspect 
educational institutions throughout the 
country has, as of August 15, inspected 
more than 21,000 educational institutions, 
about 80 percent of the total.

“About 41 percent of educational institu-
tions are ready for the beginning of the 
educational process … ,” Mr. Shkarlet said.

Also, the State Emergency Service and 
the Ministry of Education and Science 
introduced so-called Safety Classes in 
schools to help instruct school staff on 
emergency response procedures. Several 
safety classes have already been estab-
lished in Ukraine, with some being con-
ducted in the schools themselves.

But a lack of air-raid shelters in schools 
has created significant uncertainty as to 
how the academic year will begin, says 
Serhii Gorbachov, Ukraine’s Educational 
Ombudsman.

“Currently, 50-60 percent of parents 
choose remote learning. But I am con-
vinced that it is important for us to have 
safe offline learning, especially in elementa-
ry school. The first grades experience the 
most drawbacks with distance education,” 
Mr. Gorbachov said during a press confer-
ence at the Ukrainian Media Center.

Mr. Gorbachov pointed out that there is a 
suggestion that Ukrainian schoolchildren 
living abroad and studying in schools in 
their host countries should have the oppor-
tunity to devote two to three hours a day to 
online learning with Ukrainian teachers 
and the Ukrainian curriculum.

“This will not solve the problem com-
pletely, but it will allow us not to leave our 
children without the Ukrainian language 
and history,” he said.

But educating children who remain in 
the occupied territories is still a big chal-
lenge.

“When we talk about education in the 
occupied territories, first of all, we must 

support the teachers in these territories. 
We have not forgotten them. And above all, 
we must pay their wages and ensure their 
possibility of physically existing. Otherwise, 
they will be left without means of liveli-
hood and will be forced to work with the 
occupiers,” Mr. Gorbachov said.

For university students, the situation is 
different.

“We identified two groups of students. 
The first group includes years two, three and 
four at the bachelor level and year two at the 
masters level. We suggest that they start the 
academic year on August 15. Year one at the 
bachelor level will begin after September 5. 
Groups should be formed by September 15. 
Year one at the masters level will start study-
ing on October 1,” Ukraine’s Deputy Minister 
of Education Andrii Vitrenko said.

The Ministry of Education decided to 
restart in person classes in August because 
many students want to return to classes, 
Mr. Vitrenko said, adding that a final deci-
sion to hold in-person classes will be up to 
each institution.

“Let me emphasize that our educational 
institutions are highly autonomous. It is up 
to their management to decide on the 
resumption of the educational process and 
its form,” Mr. Vitrenko said.

The Ministry of Education also said it 
would recommend reverting to online stud-
ies rather than closing the educational insti-
tutions if the security situation deteriorates.

After the start of the full-scale Russian war 
on Ukraine, over 30 universities relocated.

“They are supported by the national gov-
ernment and local authorities. As a result, 
they are offered space to continue the edu-
cational process,” said Serhii Babak, chair of 
the Verkhovna Rada’s Education, Science 
and Innovations Committee.

Some universities moved from Kharkiv 
to Mukachevo because of active fighting, 
while some universities moved to Dnipro, 
Mr. Babak said.

“Mariupol University will hardly be able 
to return home soon. It was relocated to 
Kyiv. When we liberate Mariupol, it will 
take some time to rebuild the University 
fully,” Mr. Babak said.

(Continued from page 1)

School officials...
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Nuclear operator says website attacked

Ukrainian state nuclear operator Enerho-
atom said on August 16 that Russian-based 
hackers unleashed an hours-long attack on 
its website but said major problems had 
been avoided. It blamed the attack on what 
it said was a Russian group called “narodna-
ya kiberarmya,” or “popular cyberarmy.” 
Russian troops launched a full-scale inva-
sion of Ukraine in late February, after eight 
years of “hybrid warfare” that included dis-
information and hacks, in addition to back-
ing for armed separatists in eastern 
Ukraine following the occupation and 
annexation of Crimea in 2014. Enerhoatom 
has been dragged into the conflict since the 
early days as Russian troops occupied the 
Zaporizhia nuclear power plant and other 
nuclear facilities. “The Russians have 
launched an unprecedented cyberattack on 
the official website of Enerhoatom,” the 
company said on its Facebook page. It 
called the attack “the most powerful hack-
ing attack” on its site since the invasion 
started. It said the Russian group employed 
“7.25 million bot users who simulated hun-
dreds of million views of the company’s 
homepage for three hours.” But it said the 
operations of the site were not “significant-
ly” affected and users were unaware of the 
attempted disruption. Enerhoatom is cen-
tral to the current concerns around 
Zaporizhia and Ukrainian and international 
efforts to safeguard against a nuclear disas-
ter at the facility, including through efforts 
to allow International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA) experts to visit the site. The 
plant has been controlled by Russian forces 
since March. (RFE/RL)

French, Ukrainian leaders discuss nuclear crisis

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelens-
kyy has decried “Russia’s nuclear terror-
ism” in a phone call on August 16 with his 
French counterpart, as Ukrainian and inter-
national nuclear experts continue to 
demand greater safeguards against catas-
trophe at the occupied Zaporizhia nuclear 
power plant in southeastern Ukraine. Mr. 
Zelenskyy tweeted that he had also 
informed President Emmanuel Macron 
about the “situation at the front” and 
thanked Paris for its “tangible defense aid,” 
as well as discussing economic aid and 
food-security challenges. “We must increase 
sanctions on Russia,” Mr. Zelens kyy said, 
continuing a recent push for harsher inter-
national penalties to encourage Russian 
President Vladimir Putin to call off his five-
month-old invasion. Mr. Macron’s office said 

the French leader “underlined his concern 
about the threat posed by the presence and 
actions of the Russian armed forces and the 
context of war with the ongoing conflicts 
over security and safety of Ukrainian nucle-
ar installations, and called for the with-
drawal of these forces.” Champs-Elysees 
said Mr. Macron also stressed his support 
for the possible terms of the United Nations 
nuclear agency director-general’s proposal 
to send a mission of experts to Zaporizhia 
as soon as possible. Mr. Macron along with 
Mr. Zelenskyy also hailed the continued 
implementation of a U.N.- and Turkish-
brokered deal with Russia and Ukraine on 
the export through Ukrainian ports of 
Ukrainian grain “essential for world food 
security.” U.N. Secretary General Antonio 
Guterres has asked for a demilitarized zone 
to be created around Zaporizhia. Both the 
U.N. and its nuclear watchdog, the 
International Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA), have said IAEA inspectors should be 
allowed to visit the plant. Mr. Guterres 
reportedly spoke with Russian Defense 
Minister Sergei Shoigu on August 15, when 
Russia’s Foreign Affairs Ministry also insist-
ed it would do “everything necessary” to 
allow IAEA experts access to the facility, 
which lies near the front lines in southeast-
ern Ukraine. Exhausted Ukrainian workers 
at the plant have complained of being held 
at gunpoint, and the plant’s operator, 
Enerhoatom, has said Russia is preparing a 
risky maneuver to divert Zaporizhia’s ener-
gy production to a Russian-controlled grid. 
Ukraine’s nuclear power company 
Enerhoatom alleged on August 16 that 
Russian-based hackers had unleashed an 
hours-long attack on its website but said 
major problems had been avoided. Russia’s 
permanent representative to international 
organizations in Vienna, Mikhail Ulyanov, 
acknowledged in a state television inter-
view on August 16 that the Zaporizhia situ-
ation represents “dangers all of us are fac-
ing ... as major contamination or a 
Chornobyl-like disaster could occur there 
under certain conditions.” Russia’s TASS 
also quoted him repeating Moscow’s accu-
sations that Ukrainian forces and its 
Western backers are behind the recent 
shelling around Zaporizhia, which Russian 
forces captured in March. Kyiv has insisted 
that Russian troops are using Europe’s larg-
est nuclear plant as a military base, includ-
ing storing dangerous weapons and shell-
ing in the area. On August 14, 42 countries 
condemned Russia’s unprovoked invasion 
of Ukraine and said the presence of Russian 
military forces at Zaporizhia is preventing 
authorities from maintaining nuclear and 
radiation safety obligations. “It is undeni-

(Continued from page 2)
NEWSBRIEFS

With great sadness we announce the passing 
on August 8, 2022 of our beloved 
husband, father and grandfather 

Ihor Sochan
born in Khodoriv on April 4, 1930. 

After the second World War, he immigrated to the USA and settled in 
Woodcli�  Lake, NJ, where he enjoyed family life. An engineer, member 
of Plast, sportsman, he loved his f

Remaining in deep sorrow: 
wife  - Olena, 
daughter  - Maria with husband Bohdan, 
son  - Oleh with wife Olha, 
grandson  - Nestor, 
extended family.

A memorial service were held at St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, 217 President St., Passaic, NJ on August 20 at 11am.

May his memory be eternal.

few spare tracks are available in general, 
and they are concentrated around major 
railway junctions – Moscow, St. Petersburg 
and Bryansk. All railways in the Pskov, 
Belgorod and Kursk regions are single 
track. And if something derails in these 
areas, then the section becomes unavail-
able for at least a day or two. On June 
24-25, because of the derailment of a train 
with shells in the Pskov region, direct traffic 
between Velikie Luki-Kunya and Porkhov-
Kunya was stopped for two days, although 
trains were allowed to detour through Luga 
(T.me/guberniaband, June 25).

Russian military exercises, as well as com-
mand and staff exercises conducted from 
2016 to 2021, showed, on the one hand, the 
expediency of official decision-making, but, 
on the other, they revealed a number of 
problematic issues with the overall supply 
system (YouTube, August 17, 2016).

During the reformation of the accumula-
tion and maintenance of stocks of material 
resources, the number of stocks were opti-
mized, the echeloning of stocks was 
changed and new organizational and staff 
structures were created in 2017. The ware-
house base of the Armed Forces of the 
Russian Federation contained an excess 
amount (20-25 percent) of material 
resources stored above established norms.

The main measure of the new system of 
maintenance was the creation of centers 
for material and technical support (CMTO) 
for military districts, and the total number 
of military facilities was reduced by 260 
units (from 584 to 324).

In the specified period, new organiza-
tional and staff structures for the material 
and technical support of constant readiness 
were created (material and technical sup-
port brigades functioning in the army’s 
interests, material and technical support 
battalions of motorized rifle and tank bri-
gades and so forth). These structures will 
include bathing and laundry facilities, as 
well as field warehouses.

In mobilizing special parts of logistics 

support for wartime (logistic brigade, 
bridge brigade, road commandant’s bri-
gade, etc.), bases for the storage of military 
equipment and property (BKhVT) were 
organized that contain the necessary stocks 
of equipment and material.

In connection with the creation of 
CMTOs, certain difficulties arose in the 
improvement of the logistics management 
system. This entailed a number of transfor-
mations in the entire logistics supply chain. 
Thus, the schemes for providing troops 
with necessary materiel, including ammu-
nition, are changing significantly. In orga-
nizing troops’ material support, the role of 
the logistics heads of the military districts 
has been diminished.

The status of the supply services chiefs 
in the new material and technical supply 
conditions for military districts remains 
unclear. On the one hand, they are respon-
sible for providing troops with necessary 
supplies, but, on the other, warehouses 
with stocks of materiel, such as fuel, are 
subordinate to the head of the CMTO 
(Cyberleninka.ru, accessed August 15).

The estimated consumption for the main 
categories of artillery ammunition and 
multiple-launch rocket systems (MLRS) 
during the first five months of the war 
could be as much as 600,000 tons.

At the beginning of the war, stocks of 
these main categories of ammunition in 
Russia hardly exceeded 1.3-1.5 million 
tons; that is, if the current rate of consump-
tion is maintained, the reserves would be 
enough for no more than four to six months 
of active war.

And, although no official data is being 
released on the production of ammunition 
in Russia, based on rough estimates, it can 
be assumed that until 2022 the production 
of shells for artillery and MLRS systems 
was several times less than the current rate 
of consumption for these types of ammuni-
tion, which have become ever more conse-
quential for the conflict in Ukraine.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)

Ukrainian strikes...

Ohio; Rochester, N.Y.; Allentown, Pa.; 
Syracuse, N.Y.; Scranton, Pa.; and New 
Haven, Conn.

The metropolitan areas with more than 
50 percent Russian speakers (yellow cir-
cles) outnumber the areas with more than 
50 percent Ukrainian speakers. They are 
also geographically more widely distribut-
ed. There are nine areas with more than 70 
percent Russian speakers. They tend to be 
big cities with large numbers of Ukrainians, 
such as San Francisco, Los Angeles, Boston 
or Baltimore. This map and the related 
table provide elements for detailed 
research on the topic.

The currently posted data is a small frac-
tion of what is available in the database. 
Besides demographic variables, the data-
base covers education, occupation, income, 
immigration, citizenship, knowledge of 

English, etc., as well as family structure and 
housing characteristics. It also has detailed 
data on Fourth Wave immigrants, an 
important topic that has not been thor-
oughly investigated yet.

The Center is constantly downloading 
and processing new data and updating its 
databases. This has allowed researchers 
there, for example, to monitor the flow of 
Fourth Wave immigrants and analyze their 
impact on the Ukrainian community in the 
U.S. Similarly, the Center is processing, as 
they become available, data on the recent 
refugees from Ukraine and adding them to 
the database. Integrating these data into 
the database will provide the basis for a 
detailed analysis of their characteristics 
and adaptation to American society.

One immediate goal was to show what a 
non-technical person can do with the data 
posted on the Center’s website. A larger 
goal is to interest people in taking advan-
tage of this unique data source on 
Ukrainians in the U.S.

(Continued from page 9)

Interactive...

(Continued on page 22)
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able that Russia’s invasion and its contin-
ued presence at Ukraine’s nuclear facilities 
significantly raise the risk of nuclear inci-
dents and accidents,” the statement on the 
European Union’s website says. (RFE/RL)
Ship with Ukrainian corn appears in Syrian port

The first ship to have left Ukraine under 
a United Nations- and Turkish-brokered 
deal two weeks ago to resume food and fer-
tilizer exports amid the Russia-Ukraine war 
was said by a shipping source and satellite 
data to have docked early on August 16 in 
the Syrian port city of Tartus. The ship, the 
Sierra Leone-flagged Razoni, departed 
Ukraine with its cargo of 26,000 tons of 
corn on August 1 and didn’t unload in 
Lebanon as scheduled but went dark – 

when a ship turns off the transponder 
beaming location data – before appearing in 
Tartus. Russia is a key ally that has helped 
Syrian President Bashar al-Assad weather a 
brutal civil war and has a small naval facility 
at Tartus. In June, Damascus recognized the 
independence declarations of two regions 
of eastern Ukraine where Russia-backed 
proxies have controlled wide swaths of land 
since 2014, prompting Kyiv to sever diplo-
matic relations with Syria. Reuters quoted 
imagery from Planet Labs PBC as showing 
the Razoni at Tartus and a shipping source 
as saying at least some of its cargo was 
being unloaded there. The original buyer in 
Lebanon reportedly refused delivery before 
the Razoni continued to Turkey on August 
11, where some of the cargo was unloaded. 
After setting sail on August 11, the Razoni 
appeared to turn off its transponder. 
Ukrainian officials said they were no longer 
responsible for the cargo or vessel. Kyiv has 

already accused Syrian authorities of taking 
at least 150,000 tons of grain stolen from 
Ukrainian stockpiles after Russia invaded in 
February. United Nations Secretary General 
Antonio Guterres met with the Ukrainian 
and Turkish presidents in Ukraine on 
August 18-19, including in the port city of 
Odesa, in part to discuss grain and fertilizer 
shipments. (RFE/RL, based on reporting by 
Reuters)

Finland to sharply cut Russian tourist visas

Finland said it will cut the number of 
Russian tourist visas it issues by 90 percent 
due to rising discontent over the war in 
Ukraine. The decision, announced on 
August 16 by Foreign Affairs Minister 
Pekka Haavisto, is the latest in a series of 
moves by the country in direct response to 
the ongoing Russian invasion of Ukraine. 
Speaking to reporters in Helsinki, Mr. 
Haavisto said Russian tourist visas would 
be cut to 10 percent of current volumes as 
of September 1. “Tourist visas will not stop 
completely, but their number will be signifi-
cantly reduced,” he was quoted as saying. 
“This means that other types of visas – vis-
its to relatives, family contacts, work, study 
– will be given preference and more time,” 
he said. Finland currently processes around 
1,000 Russian visa applications a day, 
according to the public broadcaster Yle. He 
said Finland will also look into establishing 
a specific humanitarian visa category, 
which could help journalists or non-gov-
ernmental organization workers. A small, 
but growing number of European Union 
members have publicly called for either 
restricting or completely banning Russian 
tourists from Europe in response to the 
war. The EU’s largest members, including 
Germany, have so far resisted the idea, 
though the Czech Republic, which holds the 
rotating EU presidency, has pledged to dis-
cuss the issue further. After decades of 
adhering to a neutral, nonaligned military 
status, Finland has moved quickly to 
embrace North Atlantic Treaty Organiz-
ation (NATO) membership following the 
February 24 invasion. Finnish public opin-
ion has shifted in just a matter of months in 
favor of joining the alliance. Sweden has 
also moved to join and currently 20 out of 
NATO’s 30 members have approved the 
two countries’ membership. “It’s not right 
that Russian citizens can enter Europe, the 
Schengen area, be tourists ... while Russia is 
killing people in Ukraine. It’s wrong,” Prime 
Minister Sanna Marin said on August 15. 
(RFE/RL, with reporting by AFP)

Moscow court fines Telegram, Twitch

A court in Moscow has fined the 
Telegram and Twitch applications for fail-
ing to delete content that the Russian gov-
ernment deems illegal as the Kremlin con-
tinues to ramp up pressure on social media 

networks. The Magistrate Court of the 
Taganka district ruled on August 16 that 
Telegram must pay 4 million rubles 
($64,770) for failing to take down materials 
related to Russia’s ongoing unprovoked 
invasion of Ukraine. In a separate hearing, 
the court ordered Telegram to pay 7 million 
rubles ($113,350) for failing to remove a 
manual on how to prepare and conduct 
acts of sabotage. The court also ordered the 
video-streaming service Twitch to pay 2 
million rubles ($32,400) as a fine for its 
failure to remove materials related to the 
war in Ukraine. President Vladimir Putin 
has accused social media platforms and 
other foreign-based tech companies of 
flouting the country’s internet laws. He has 
been pushing ways to force foreign firms to 
open offices in Russia and to store users’ 
personal data locally. The companies did 
not immediately comment on the decision, 
but in recent months Russian courts have 
fined Google, Facebook, Twitter and TikTok 
over the personal-data issue, as well as for 
refusing to delete content deemed to be 
banned by Russian laws. Many critics have 
accused the Russian authorities of trying to 
quell dissent by imposing stricter regula-
tions on internet companies. (RFE/RL, 
based on reporting by TASS and Telegram)

DJ in Russia-annexed Crimea jailed

A court in Ukraine’s Russia-annexed 
Crimea has sentenced a local DJ to 10 days 
in jail for playing a video clip of a song by 
Ukrainian rapper Yarmak. The Lenin dis-
trict court in Crimea said on August 15 that 
a Russian citizen in the town of Shcholkine 
was sentenced to 10 days in jail for playing 
the clip of the song “The Wild Field,” which 
it said contains “the Nazi symbols of the 
Azov regiment that is banned in Russia,” in 
a local cafe. The man who was identified as 
a DJ in the cafe acknowledged that a cus-
tomer had asked him to play the video in 
question. Earlier, local media showed a 
video in which a man who introduced him-
self as Dmitry Gent said he had requested 
the clip. Another video by media showed 
the DJ, who identified himself as Yury 
Radionov, saying that he had never seen the 
video and had no idea about its content 
before he played it at the customer’s 
request. Created in 2014 by the Azov 
Battalion after Russia illegally annexed 
Crimea, the Azov Regiment is a volunteer 
group that is part of Ukraine’s National 
Guard. Russia falsely claims that Ukraine is 
controlled by Nazis and used that allega-
tion among its justifications for its unpro-
voked invasion. The Azov Regiment fought 
Russian troops for months in the southern 
city of Mariupol before around 2,500 fight-
ers surrendered in mid-May. On August 2, 
the Supreme Court of Russia designated 
the Azov Regiment as a “terrorist” organi-
zation. (RFE/RL’s Current Time)

(Continued from page 21)
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Meanwhile, Russia’s RIA Novosti news 
agency on August 17 quoted sources as 
saying that the commander of the Black Sea 
Fleet, Igor Osipov, had been replaced with a 
new commander, Viktor Sokolov.

The move, if confirmed, would mark one 
of the most prominent dismissals of a 
Russian military official so far in the almost 
six-months-long war.

Russia’s Black Sea Fleet has suffered sev-
eral humiliations since the invasion of 
Ukraine on February 24, including the sink-
ing in April of its flagship, the Moskva, a 
missile cruiser, with Neptune missiles.

Most recently, military bases and ammu-
nition depots in the past week in the 
Russia-occupied region of Crimea were hit 
by explosions over the past week.

Britain’s Ministry of Defense said in its 
daily intelligence bulletin on August 18 that 
the altogether poor performance of 
Russian forces since the start of the inva-
sion could be at least partially caused by 
the commanders’ failure to enforce low-lev-
el battle discipline.

British intelligence pointed to the 
Russian forces’ lack of training in properly 
fitting and maintaining tank armor – a defi-
ciency first noticed during the first Chechen 
War of 1994 – as likely the main reason for 
Moscow’s heavy losses in tanks and 
armored vehicles.

(With reporting by Reuters and AFP)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-kherson-
fighting-kharkiv-shelling/31993786.html).

(Continued from page 1)
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Officials from Ukraine were quick to 
denounce Turkish football fans who chant-
ed Russian President Vladimir Putin’s name 
at a Champions League match in Istanbul, 
Turkey, on July 27. Thousands of 
Fenerbahce fans joined in the chant after 
their team gave up a goal to Ukrainian club 
Dynamo Kyiv. Ukrainian ambassador Vasyl 
Bodnar said the incident at the Sukru 
Saracoglu Stadium “saddened” him.

Dynamo won the match 2-1 after playing 
to a 0-0 draw in the first leg which was 
played in Poland because of Russia’ war on 
Ukraine. The 2-1 aggregate victory sends 
Dynamo to the third qualifying round of the 
Champions League.

“We will never understand the words of 
support for the Russian killer and aggres-
sor who deliberately kills Ukrainians and 
destroys our country,” Bodnar wrote on 
Facebook. “Even football, which is so loved 
in Turkey, has its limits.”

The governing body of soccer in Europe, 
the Union of  European Footbal l 
Associations (UEFA), has opened a disci-
plinary investigation into the incident.

The chants seemed to have been 
sparked after Dynamo midfielder Vitaliy 
Buyalskyi celebrated his opening goal at 
the 57-minute mark of the game. 
Buyalskyi’s celebration was an eagle hand 
gesture, an obvious nod to Fenerbahce’s 
arch-rival Besiktas, also based in Istanbul.

Fenerbahce went on to tie the game in 
the 88th minute, but Dynamo defender 
Oleksandr Karavaev won it with a goal 
deep into extra time. The win sends 
Dynamo into the third round of qualifying.

Despite Buyalskyi’s provocative demon-
stration, the response of the home team’s 
fans was described in one press account as 
“completely inappropriate and frankly 
cheap, sickeningly disgusting,” and said fans 
were “treading on a tragedy purely out of 
spite.”

Dynamo Kyiv’s head coach Mircea 
Lucescu met with the press after the match 
and said that the sport “cannot accept the 
behavior of the fans.”

“I did not expect such chants. It’s a pity,” 
said Lucescu, a former manager of the 
Turkish national team. He subsequently 
refused to attend a post-match news con-
ference as a protest of fans’ actions.

The Turkish club said the fans’ behavior 
did not represent the club or its “corporate 
stance in any way.”

“We once again remind the public of our 
stance that sports and politics should 
always be kept separate from each other,” 

the team said in a statement after the 
match.

Individuals writing on social media 
made their displeasure known, as some 
fans said that the Turkish side should be 
banned from European competitions.

Dynamo loses “Match for Peace”

The players all came out wearing 
Ukrainian flags for a friendly match 
between Ukraine’s Dynamo Kyiv and 
English Premier League side Everton. The 
game was dubbed a “Match for Peace” and 
was played at Goodison Park in Liverpool, 
England, on July 29. The Ukrainian national 
anthem was performed live for spectators 
before a moment of silence for the victims 
of Russia’s war on Ukraine.

Dynamo had played only two days prior, 
having defeated Turkish club Fenerbahce to 
advance in the UEFA Champions League 
qualifiers. Due to the quick turnaround, 
Dynamo manager Lucescu made 11 lineup 
changes to his squad.

Some 2,000 special Ukrainian refugee 
guests left disappointed, however, as 
Everton won its second of four preseason 
games by a score of 3-0. The Ukrainian ref-
ugees who attended the match have been 
resettled in Merseyside, a metropolitan 
county in Northwest England.

Moment of the match

Everton fan Paul Stratton enjoyed a 
moment he will never forget when he 
scored a goal in front of 30,000 cheering 
fans. In a heartwarming moment, Stratton 
was brought on by Everton manager Frank 
Lampard to replace Dele Alli.

The move was made as a reward for the 
diehard supporter, who earlier in the year 
had traveled to the Polish-Ukrainian border 
to assist Ukrainian refugees fleeing their 
homes following the launch by Russia of a 
full-scale war on Ukraine.

In March, the current Liverpool munici-
pal worker and former policeman booked a 
week off from work to travel to Poland with 
a phrasebook and a network of former col-
leagues to do whatever he could to help 
those who had fled their homeland.

On the night when Everton striker 
Dominic Calvert-Lewin opened the scoring 
with Dwight McNeil coming off the bench 
to score twice, it was the 44-year-old 
Stratton who stole the show when he 
replaced Alli to take a penalty shot. As he 
made his way to the 18-yard box, he was 
cheered on by both teams’ players, and pro-
ceeded to tuck the ball into the corner of 

the net past unmoving Dynamo goalkeeper 
Denys Boyko.

Proceeds from the match were designat-
ed to humanitarian charities supporting 
the people of Ukraine.

Youth soccer players depart 
Minnesota

FC Minaj, a Ukrainian boys under-16 
(U16) soccer team made up of athlete-refu-
gees from war-torn Ukraine, managed to 
defeat four American teams at the U.S.A. 
Cup in Blaine, Minn., in mid-July. In a hard-
fought championship contest, the JaHbat 
2006 Premier club from Evanston, Ill., 
edged FC Minaj 2-1 on July 16.

After spending three weeks in 
Minnesota, young Andrii Ketsuk’s thoughts 
about American soccer, the sport referred 
to as football in Ukraine, changed dramati-
cally. Four days after their finals match in 
Blaine, Minn., Ketsuk and his teammates 
were treated to a professional soccer game 
between the local Major League Soccer 
(MLS) Minnesota United and the English 
Premier League’s Everton F.C. The 
Ukrainians were shocked with Minnesota’s 
4-0 drubbing of Everton.

Their love of football brought temporary 
bliss to the youngsters during a time of cri-
sis. Some 55 Ukrainian players, coaches 
and family members got the opportunity to 
compete in the 2022 U.S.A. Cup and enjoy a 
summer tour of the upper midwest of the 
United States thanks to sponsorship by the 
Twin Cities nonprofit organization SOURCE.

The U16 boys’ team and the under-14 
girls’ team ended their trip on July 25 with 
a scrimmage at the National Sports Center 
before getting ready to return to Eastern 
Europe the next day. Some of the players 
will seek shelter in Latvia or Slovakia, while 
others such as Ketsuk will return home to 
somewhat safe areas in western Ukraine.

Russia’s ongoing war on Ukraine is 
always on these young athletes’ minds. 
Most of the FC Minaj players are from the 
western part of Ukraine, although some 
were forced to evacuate from central or 
eastern Ukraine. All have been affected in 
some way by Russia’s unprovoked invasion 
of their country.

One of the players on the Ukrainian girls’ 
team, 13-year-old Vasylisa Babkina, said 
most of her family fled to Norway. In recent 
days they had learned that their home in 
Soledar, located in Donetsk Oblast, was 
destroyed. For all 55 Ukrainians, the trip 
was therapeutic. They had the chance to 
heal, recover themselves mentally and 
rebuild their soccer foundations.

Most importantly for the Ukrainian ath-

letes, they were afforded the occasion to 
practice, compete and pursue their passion: 
the sport of football. All of the players 
obtained 10-year visas, meaning that they 
can return to the United States to work or 
attend college at any point in the next 
decade.

Ukrainian referees Euro 2022 final

Ukraine’s Kateryna Monzul successfully 
officiated the Women’s Euro Final between 
England and Germany at Wembley Stadium 
in London on July 31. A few months ago, 
she was in seclusion, hiding with her family 
in her hometown of Kharkiv when Russian 
forces were invading her country. Monzul 
fled to her parents’ home to take shelter 
before retreating from Ukraine with her 
two sisters and their three children. Their 
dangerous journey out of Ukraine took 
them through Moldova, Hungary, Slovakia 
and the Czech Republic before arriving in 
Germany and eventually settling in Italy.

In a July 30 interview with the U.S. Sun, 
Monzul reflected on her escape.

“When the war started, nobody could 
believe it. My family went to my parents’ 
home. We were [living] underground – a 
special place in the house. It was stressful 
and difficult. When we left Ukraine, we 
didn’t have any ideas what the next step 
was for us,” she said.

Monzul has blazed new trails for her 
country and for her profession of referee-
ing. The 41-year-old was the first female to 
referee an England senior men’s match and 
a Ukrainian Premier League match. She has 
been a certified international official since 
2004. She has refereed in the UEFA Europa 
League, the Europa Conference League, the 
Nations League and three Women’s World 
Cups, including the 2015 final between the 
U.S. and Japan.

Monzul became the first official from 
Ukraine to referee a Women’s Euro final, an 
achievement that brought great pride to 
herself and her family. Heading into the 
match, Monzul admitted that, “This is a real 
emotional moment for me, and I’m enjoy-
ing it. My heart is already beating fast. It’s 
the moment when a dream you have comes 
true.”

The final was fiercely contested, as 
Monzul issued five yellow cards for over-
aggressive tackles and fouls.

One of Monzul’s assistants at the Euro 
Final was fellow Ukrainian Maryna 
Striletska. England prevailed over Germany 
with a 2-1 victory in extra time.

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@
sfgsports.com.

The starting team for FC Dynamo Kyiv gathered for a photo before their match 
against Turkey’s Fenerbahce on July 27 in Istanbul.

During the Match for Peace on July 29 in 
Liverpool, England, fans held signs that 
called for Russia to be stopped in its full-
scale war on Ukraine, which is now in its 

sixth month.

Anton Kravets/DynamoKyiv.com

FCDynamo.com

Pro-Putin chants mar Dynamo Kyiv win in Turkey

Kateryna Monzul, pictured in 2018, 
served as referee in the final match of the 
2022 Women’s Euro Cup on July 31 at 

Wembley Stadium in London.

Wikipedia
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by Ihor N. Stelmach

It will go down as arguably the top 
sporting event of a distinctly infamous year. 
The Ukrainian national soccer teams’ quest 
to qualify for the 2022 World Cup amid an 
ongoing war moved forward with a pulsat-
ing playoff semifinal 3-1 win over Scotland 
on June 1.

The game, which took place at Hampden 
Park in Glasgow, Scotland, was an emotion-
al victory for Ukraine, and the win brought 
Ukraine to within one game from qualifying 
for the 2022 Qatar World Cup. The match 
had originally been scheduled to take place 
in March, but Russia’s full-scale war on 
Ukraine forced a postponement.

Prior to the game, the visitors, sporting 
blue-and-yellow colors, spoke about giving 
those back in their homeland a morale 
boost during the war. They proceeded to do 
just that thanks to goals by Andriy Yarmo-
lenko and Roman Yaremchuk. Captain 
Yarmolenko lifted up his nation by scoring 
a deft lobbed goal in the 33rd minute and 
then helped set up Yaremchuk’s header in 
the 49th.

There were anxious moments late in the 
second half after Scotland’s Callum 
McGregor scored with just under 10 min-
utes to play, but the visitors added a third 
goal in stoppage time when Artem Dovbyk 
broke clear to score with the last kick of the 
game.

Since training in Ukraine had become 
too dangerous, the national team moved its 
base to Slovenia on May 1. Before playing 
Scotland, Ukraine’s last competitive game 
came in November 2021.

“I have no emotions. All my emotions are 
left on the football pitch. This victory was 
not for me, not for the players, it was for 
our country,” exhausted head coach 
Oleksandr Petrakov told reporters after the 
game, according to the Associated Press.

“We played for those who fight in trench-
es, those who fight for their last drop of 
blood. Yes, we took a baby step towards our 
great aim. We still have the Wales game in 
front of us and we’ll do everything. We are 
extremely proud Ukrainians,” Petrakov said.

Ukraine went on to lose a heartbreaking 
match on June 5 to Wales 1-0 on an own 
goal.

Supporting backdrop

Many of the locals dressed in Scottish 
attire made sure to show some support for 
the opposing Ukrainian team by wearing 
blue and yellow ribbons or socks. Songs 
were sung and music was played from both 
countries. Half-and-half scarves were worn 
proudly and the Ukrainian team was 
cheered out by the entire stadium as it 
emerged for warmups. Leaflets with the 

words for the Ukrainian national anthem 
were handed out to encourage Scottish fans 
to sing along. Each of the Ukrainian players 
had their nation’s flag wrapped around 
their shoulders.

A most unique game

The match began with Ukraine main-
taining possession in the early stages. 
Viktor Tsygankov’s fierce shot was kept out 
by goalkeeper Craig Gordon’s fingertips. 
The visitors wasted a few more good 
opportunities as their supporters made 
plenty of noise, realizing their team had a 
genuine chance of winning. A bit after the 
half-hour mark, Ukrainian fans erupted as 
Yarmolenko sprung the offside trap and 
tapped the ball over the keeper and into the 
back of the net with a clever finish.

It was a goal that was celebrated by 
many neutral fans all over the soccer uni-
verse, as most football pundits said they 
believed that most soccer fans were rooting 
for Ukraine to win.

Hard to believe

When Ukraine took a 1-0 lead on 
Yarmolenko’s goal, the feeling in the stadi-
um became one of authentic disbelief. 
Despite a directive to stay calm and remain 
focused on the game plan, it appeared there 
would be no stopping Team Ukraine. 
Immediately after the start of the second 
half, Ukraine doubled its lead when 
Yaremchuk headed in a goal at the back 
post. Television replay cameras showed 
almost the entire Ukrainian squad hurdling 
the advertising board and celebrating in 
front of their fans.

As the match continued, Ukraine began 
to show its nerves, while Scotland began to 
create chances after not capitalizing on 
long stretches of possession. McGregor 
took advantage of a mistake by shaky 
Ukrainian goalkeeper Heorhiy Bushchan to 
swing momentum toward Scotland. 
Ukraine, fighting for much more than a soc-
cer match, dug deep all the way to the end 
and extended its lead with the Dovbyk tally.

The Ukrainian players seemed too tired 
to celebrate as many of them fell to the 
pitch, exhausted both physically and men-
tally. They were one win away from playing 
in Qatar. World Cup qualification would 
have been even more significant for 
Ukraine since Russia was banned from the 
competition.

As the last of the lights faded away on a 
most special night in Glasgow, Ukrainian 
fans were seen singing, dancing and crying 
in the stands.

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@
sfgsports.com.

Looking back: Ukraine’s stunning  
World Cup qualifying win over Scotland

The starting players for Ukraine’s men’s national team gathered for a photo before a 
World Cup qualifying match against Scotland on June 1 in Glasgow.

Ukrainian Association of Football
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Dynamo Kyiv’s surprising run at the 
Union of European Football Associations 
(UEFA) Champions League continued with 
an extra-time victory over Sturm Graz in 
the third qualifying round on August 9. The 
Ukrainian club is now two games away 
from making the lucrative group stage of 
the Champions League ahead of a playoff 
versus Benfica of Portugal.

Goals by defender Kostiantyn Vivcharen-
ko in the 97th minute and midfielder Viktor 
Tsyhankov in the 117th minute lifted 
Dynamo to a 2-1 win in Austria. The win 
gave them a final 3-1 aggregate victory.

Dynamo’s four Champions League quali-
fying games in the last 20 days are the only 
competitive matches it has played all year 
due to Russia’s war on Ukraine. Ukrainian 
clubs are also relying on depleted rosters 
with little hope of attracting players from 
other countries.

This was the second consecutive qualify-
ing round where Dynamo required extra 
time and late goals in the away leg to 
advance.

Coming up for veteran coach Mircea 
Lucescu and his squad is a two-leg playoff 
against Benfica as it attempts to join 
Shakhtar Donetsk in the Champions League 
group stage. Shakhtar earned its place by 
finishing first in the Ukrainian Premier 
League, which was suspended last season 
following Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.

Dynamo was set to host Benfica in the 
first leg in Lodz, Poland, where it is playing 
its home games in the European competi-
tion.

Shakhtar Donetsk demands  
compensation

Ukrainian soccer club Shakhtar Donetsk 
issued a formal demand for almost $51 
million in damages from soccer’s govern-
ing body, FIFA, for lost transfer fees. In 
June, the organization ruled that foreign 
players in Ukraine could suspend their 
contracts as a result of Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine. Shakhtar has appealed to the 
Court of Arbitration for Sport (CAS).

“We had to do this because of FIFA’s 
highly unfair ruling,” Shakhtar’s chief exec-
utive Sergei Palkin said in an interview 
with BBC Sport. “The consequences mean 
we will continue to lose significant income 
from deals we expected to close. We would 
also like to highlight that, given the situa-
tion Ukrainian clubs are facing with the 
war, there has been little respect shown 
toward these clubs by FIFA.

“FIFA has not looked to protect clubs 
and at no stage consulted with us to find a 
solution – they have seemingly ignored the 
perilous state that Ukrainian football clubs 
have been facing since the beginning of the 
war,” Palkin said.

As regular competitors in the Cham-
pions League, Shakhtar argued that they 
lost money on four players who left the 
club after the players’ contracts were sus-
pended following FIFA’s ruling.

In a letter to the Court for Arbitration for 
Sport (CAS) viewed by BBC Sport, Palkin 
said that, due to FIFA’s decision, FC 
Shakhtar has lost a chance to transfer four 
foreign players in the total amount of more 

than $50 million.
“Four foreign players immediately with-

drew from further negotiations regarding 
their personal transfers. The players’ agents 
advised them to withdraw from negotia-
tions in order to leave the club without any 
compensation, which would allow them to 
secure more lucrative agreements with new 
employers,” Palkin said in the letter.

On June 21, FIFA ruled that, unless they 
reached an agreement with their club by 
June 30, foreign players and coaches could 
suspend their contracts with Ukrainian 
clubs for one full year until June 30, 2023.

Shakhtar had 14 foreign players on their 
roster and intended to sell some of those 
players to raise funds and cover their lost 
earnings. Their revenues have been deci-
mated by Russia’s war on Ukraine and the 
13-time Ukrainian champions were hoping 
to recoup money to cover their losses and 
assist with the humanitarian response to 
the war.

After FIFA’s late June ruling, Shakhtar 
had nine days to finalize any deals with for-
eign players before they could unilaterally 
suspend their contracts, meaning buying 
clubs and agents could wait to avoid paying 
transfer fees.

In their letter to CAS, Shakhtar said mid-
fielder Manor Solomon stopped his perma-
nent transfer to Fulham because of the rul-
ing, and Brazilian midfielder Mateus 
Cardoso Lemos Martins’ (Tete) scheduled 
move to Olympique Lyonnais also fell 
through.

Palkin had previously rebuked agents 

who he claimed were exploiting the war for 
their personal gain by stealing players and 
demanding fees to be paid directly to them 
rather than the club.

As a result, Palkin concluded that more 
meaningful support for Ukrainian clubs is 
needed from FIFA.

Petrenko banished  
by figure skating federation

On July 8, the 1992 Olympic figure skat-
ing champion Viktor Petrenko of Ukraine 

Dynamo Kyiv reaches Champions League playoffs

(Continued on page 27)

Olympic figure skating champion Viktor 
Petrenko, pictured at the 2010 Cup of 
Russia, has been banned from the 
Ukrainian Figure Skating Federation for 
participating in skating events in Russia 
during Moscow’s ongoing war on Ukraine.

Wikipedia
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Through Exhibit, “Bridge to Independence: Photo, Poster, Philately,
August 29 Bonistics,” with works by Grzegorz Litynski and Yaroslav
Chicago Nestor, Ukrainian National Museum, 
 www.ukrainiannationalmuseum.org

Through Exhibit, “Lost Liberties: The War Measures Act,” 
September 5 Canadian Museum of History, www.historymuseum.ca
Gatineau, Quebec

August 23 Ukrainian flag raising ceremony marking Ukrainian 
Ottawa Independence Day, Ukrainian Canadian Congress, Ottawa 
 City Hall, info@ottawaucc.ca
 
August 24 Performance, Zapovid: Underground, to benefit displaced
Toronto persons from Ukraine, Ukrainian Canadian Congress
 (Toronto Branch), BCU Foundation, Lower Bay Subway
 Station, https://zapovid-underground.eventbrite.com

August 24 Flag raising celebrating Ukraine’s independence, Ukrainian 
Chicago Congress Committee of America – Illinois Division,
 Richard J. Daley Center, www.uccaillinois.org

August 24 Ukrainian Independence Day flag-raising celebration, 
Binghamton, NY Binghamton City Hall, 607-798-9148 or LMZobniw@aol.com

August 24 Ukrainian Independence Day Commemoration, Ukrainian
Jenkintown, PA Educational and Cultural Center, www.ueccphila.org

August 25 Film screening, “Recovery Room” by Adriana Luhovy, and
Knowlton, Quebec  “Genocide Revealed” by Yurij Luhovy, 2022 Knowlton
 Film Festival of Cinema, 514-910-5756 or
 www.recoveryroomthemovie.com

August 27 Boston Ukrainian Festival, Ukrainian Congress Committee
Boston of America, Boston University, www.skyphilanthropy.org
 
August 27  Golf tournament for Ukraine, Edgewood Links Golf Club, 
Ottawa anngriffith0@gmail.com

August 27 Rally celebrating Ukrainian Independence Day, Ukrainian
Washington Congress Committee of America, Lafayette Square, 
 contact@usukraineactivists.org

August 28 Ukrainian Folk Festival, celebrating Ukraine’s 31st 
Horsham, PA anniversary of renewed independence, Ukrainian American
 Sport Center – Tryzub, www.tryzub.org or 267-664-3857

August 28 Ukrainian Independence Celebration, with hierarchical 
South Bound Brook,  divine liturgy and blessing of flowers, prayer service for
NJ Ukraine and opening of memorial exhibit, St. Andrew
 Ukrainian Orthodox Memorial Church, www.uocofusa.org

August 28 Ukrainian Festival, St. Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church, 
Newtown, CT  Paproski Castle Hill Pumpkin Patch and Tree Farm, 
 203-269-5909

August 28 Human Chain for Peace and Freedom in Ukraine, Church
Brooklyn, NY  of the Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary and Holy
 Ghost Ukrainian Catholic Church, www.nyapreskimo.com

August 31 Film screening, “Mr. Jones,” Philadelphia Film Society,
Philadelphia 267-239-2941

September 2-5 Family Fest, All Saints Camp, 724-867-5811 or 
Emlenton, PA josho@allsaintscamp.org

September 10 Classic car show for Ukraine, Classic Auto Mall, 
Morgantown, PA 703-477-9899 or johnny1957@ptd.net

September 10 Golf tournament, Ottawa Ukrainian Golf Association,
Ottawa  Canada-Ukraine Foundation, The Meadows Golf and
 Country Club, 
 www.facebook.com/ottawa-ukrainian-golf-association 

September 10 Plast-Chicago Golf Classic, Pobratymy Foundation, 
Oak Brook, IL Oak Brook Golf Course, oskubiak@gmail.com

September 11 53rd Ukrainian Festival, Connecticut State Ukrainian
Stamford, CT Day Committee, St. Basil Seminary, 203-269-5909

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

took part in “The Scarlet Flower,” a figure 
skating show that was organized by Tatiana 
Navka, a 2006 Olympic ice dancing champi-
on who is married to Dmitri Peskov, the 
Kremlin spokesman. The U.S. Treasury 
Department imposed sanctions on Peskov 
and Navka for their ties to Russian 
President Vladimir Putin back in March. It 
was reported that Navka owned properties 
worth more than $10 million.

Another skater in the Sochi, Russia, 
show was Kamila Valieva, the Russian teen-
ager whose positive test for a banned sub-
stance was covered extensively during the 
Winter Olympics in February. The show is 
slated to continue through September, 
although it is not clear if Petrenko is still 
performing in it.

When Russia launched its full-scale war 
on Ukraine in February, Petrenko, a promi-
nent Ukrainian Olympic champion, posted 
“NO WAR” on his Instagram account. A few 
days later, his daughter said her father was 
stranded in Kyiv after returning from an 
event in his hometown of Odesa. It seemed 
that at the time Petrenko would be an 
active supporter of his besieged native 
country. However, his standing and reputa-
tion as a champion in Ukraine crumbled 
this summer.

In June, Petrenko announced his desire 
to leave the Ukrainian Figure Skating 
Federation. One day later he was provision-
ally expelled from the federation. In July, 
Petrenko was officially banished and termi-
nated from his post of vice president after 
participating in the Sochi ice show.

On August 8, President Volodymyr 

Zelenskyy’s office announced that Petrenko 
was being stripped of a monthly stipend 
given to top athletes and Ukrainians of 
great achievement because of his part in 
the Russian ice show.

Before the invasion and start of the war, 
Petrenko posted on Instagram that he was 
performing in St. Petersburg, Russia. The 
Ukrainian skating federation became out-
raged that Petrenko continued to skate in 
Russia after the invasion and during the war.

“The former athlete made his shameful 
decision despite the bloody full-scale war 
that Russia has been waging,” the federa-
tion said in an official statement. Deaths of 
thousands of Ukrainians, the statement 
added, “did not become an obstacle for 
Viktor Petrenko to go out on the ice” in 
Russia “and perform on the same team 
with the supporters of this terrible war.”

Ukraine’s Olympic Committee further 
condemned Petrenko’s behavior, saying it 
was “unacceptable” to perform “on the ter-
ritory of the aggressor country, which is 
waging a brutal war against Ukraine.”

Petrenko won a bronze medal while 
competing for the Soviet Union at the 1988 
Calgary Winter Olympics. Four years later, 
he won gold at the 1992 Winter Olympics 
in Albertville, France, officially competing 
as a member of the Unified Team, com-
posed of athletes from former Soviet 
republics. In 1994, Petrenko finished fourth 
in Lillehammer, Norway, this time skating 
for an independent Ukraine.

In the early 1990s, he was one of over 
100 skaters and coaches from the former 
Soviet Union who came to the United States 
to continue their careers during a time of 
economic hardship in Russia. In time, 
Petrenko returned to Europe to coach and 
skate in ice shows.

(Continued from page 26)
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Much of the water in the Donetsk and 
Luhansk regions comes from the Siverskiy 
Donets-Donbas Canal, which runs 133 kilo-
meters through both Ukrainian and 
Russian-held territory.

Unrepaired damage from shelling has 
left some villages without running water 
since 2014, according to UNICEF.

The Donbas also suffers from a range of 
ecological issues, including groundwater 
contamination due to mine water and even 
radioactive contamination stemming from 
a Soviet underground nuclear test in 1979, 
according to a report from the Eurasia Daily 
Monitor.

It is unclear where the money to repair 
Ukraine’s water infrastructure will come 
from – if it comes at all.

Restoring access to water is expensive, at 
a time when the country is already facing 
severe economic distress. One U.N. report 
put the total cost of repairing water infra-
structure at almost $75 million before the 
Russian invasion, with over half of that cost 
coming from the battle-worn Donetsk 
region.

Shorter-term emergency measures can 
also be costly. A single water-filtration sys-
tem might cost as much as 7,000 euros plus 
installation and other costs, according to 
Mykhaylo Amosov of Ecoaction, an environ-
mental non-governmental organization 
that is helping communities regain access 
to water.

Towns must also spend money on gener-
ators, as the damage caused by war can 
knock out the electricity needed to run 
water-filtration systems, according to Mr. 

Tomaz, the Myrnohrad official.
Local organizations are learning as they 

go. Ecoaction, for example, has links to 
other environmental activists in Europe, 
but it does not have support from more 
deep-pocketed groups like the U.N. Nor 
does it have extensive experience supplying 
the sort of material support that towns and 
villages need now. Most of its prior work 
was focused on analysis and other projects 
that didn’t involve delivering material 
goods.

“Intellectual work is still super impor-
tant,” Ecoaction expert Anna Danylyak said, 
but physical supplies are what’s needed 
now. “It’s like survival mode.”

Communities that were hit even before 
the February invasion may in some ways be 
the best prepared.

Myrnohrad, the frontline town that 
experienced a six-month water shutoff in 
2014, had long worked on reconstruction 
efforts with U.S. government aid agency 
USAID and German development agency 
GIZ. The city government is now seeking 
funding from USAID to purchase filtration 
systems for its wells.

In fact, the city is continuing with the 
complex process of making waste mine 
water potable even as the Russian Army 
continues to press its assault about an 
hour’s drive to the northeast.

“We can’t just leave the city,” Mr. Tomaz 
said. “What will be will be. How can we give 
up and be afraid of Russian soldiers?”

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-war-lack-
drinking-water/31991159.html).

(Continued from page 5)

War and water...
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