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At least 25 killed in Russian strike on railway  
station as war enters seventh month

 RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service

Fighting continued unabated in 
Ukraine on August 25 as Russia’s unpro
voked invasion entered its seventh 
month, with Moscow’s forces reportedly 
firing cluster munitions in a central city a 
day after at least 25 people were killed in 
a Russian missile strike on a Ukrainian 
railway station.

As Ukrainians celebrated 31 years of 
independence from the Soviet Union on 
August 24, President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy accused Russia of launching a 
missile strike that hit the Chaplyne rail
way station in the southern Dnipropet
rovsk region, killing at least 22 people 
and wounding more than 50.

“Chaplyne is our pain today. As of this 
moment, there are 22 dead, five of them 
burned in a railway car,” he said in his 
nightly video address. “Searchand
rescue operations at the railway station 

will continue. We will definitely make the 
occupiers answer for everything they 
have done. And we will certainly throw 
out the invaders from our land.”

On August 25, the deputy head of the 
Ukrainian presidential office, Kyrylo 
Tymoshenko, provided updated casualty 
figures from the attack, putting the num
ber of the dead at 25, including two chil
dren, and 31 wounded.

Earlier on August 25, Russian forces 
bombed the central city of Kryvyi Rih 
with cluster munitions, the head of the 
military administration of Kryvyi Rih, 
Oleksandr Vilkul, said on Telegram, add
ing that so far there were no reports of 
casualties or damage.

Cluster munitions have been banned 
by most nations due to their devastating 
and indiscriminate effect on military per
sonnel and civilians alike.

RFE/RL

U.S. President Joe Biden has announced 
nearly $3 billion in new U.S. military aid for 
Kyiv as Ukraine marked its Independence 
Day six months after Russia invaded the 
country.

“On behalf of all Americans, I congratu
late the people of Ukraine on their 
Independence Day,” Mr. Biden said in a 
statement on August 24.

“The United States of America is commit
ted to supporting the people of Ukraine as 
they continue the fight to defend their sov
ereignty. As part of that commitment, I am 
proud to announce our biggest tranche of 
security assistance to date: approximately 
$2.98 billion of weapons and equipment to 
be provided through the Ukraine Security 
Assistance Initiative,” Mr. Biden said.

The financial package will allow Kyiv to 
obtain airdefense and artillery systems, 
ammunition, counterunmanned aerial sys
tems and radars, the statement said.

“Today and every day, we stand with the 

Ukrainian people to proclaim that the dark
ness that drives autocracy is no match for 
the flame of liberty that lights the souls of 
free people everywhere,” the president 
said.

U.S. military aid, including the transfer of 
multiplerocket launchers and howitzers, 
has played a major role in helping Ukraine 
grind down Russia’s larger and better
equipped forces on the eastern front.

Since Russia invaded Ukraine on 
February 24, the United States has provid
ed $10.6 billion in military assistance to 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy’s govern
ment.

On August 23, Germany said it will soon 
ship more than 500 million euros ($499.3 
million) worth of weapons to Ukraine.

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/biden-pledges-3-bil-
lion-military-aid-ukraine/32002639.html).

Biden pledges nearly $3 billion to Ukraine  
in largest U.S. military aid package yet

As Russian rockets strike railway station, killing 25

RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service

Ukrainians have celebrated 31 years of 
independence from the Soviet Union, and 
also marked six months since Russia invad
ed the country, in an ongoing war that has 
killed tens of thousands of people, devas
tated Ukraine’s economy and turned Russia 
into a virtual pariah state.

Ukrainians were warned to remain vigi
lant on August 24 as they celebrated the 
date in 1991 when the legislature issued a 
declaration of independence from the 
U.S.S.R. Just over three months later, more 
than 90 percent of Ukrainians approved a 
referendum formalizing the declaration.

Ukraine marks Independence Day 
six months into Moscow’s invasion

(Continued on page 12)

Ukraine’s First Lady Olena Zelenska (left) and President Volodymyr Zelenskyy place 
bouquets of flowers outside of the Mariyinsky Palace to mark Independence Day in 

Kyiv on August 24.

Office of the President of Ukraine

(Continued on page 14)

by Roman Tymotsko

LVIV – President Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
of Turkey and United Nations Secretary 
General António Guterres met with 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
in Lviv on August 18, where the three men 
discussed the export of Ukrainian grain, 
Russia’s control of the Zaporizhia nuclear 
power plant and the liberation of Ukrainian 

prisoners of war.
The meeting, which took place in Lviv’s 

Potocki Palace, was closed to the press and 
lasted only 40 minutes.

Speaking after the meeting, however, Mr. 
Zelenskyy expressed gratitude to both the 
U.N. secretary general and the Turkish 
president for their “strong and unwavering 

Erdogan and Guterres hold wide-ranging 
talks with Zelenskyy in Lviv

(Continued on page 12)

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan (left), Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy, and United Nations Secretary General António Guterres (right) spoke 

with the press after their meeting in Lviv on August 18.

Office of the President of Ukraine
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At least 22 killed in Russian rocket attack

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelens
kyy has accused Russia of launching a mis
sile strike that hit the Chaplyne railway sta
tion in the southern Dnipropet rovsk region, 
killing at least 22 people and wounding 
more than 50. “Chaplyne is our pain today. 
As of this moment, there are 22 dead, five 
of them burned in a railway car,” he said in 
his nightly video address on August 24. 
“Search and rescue operations at the rail
way station will continue,” Mr. Zelenskyy 
added. “We will definitely make the occupi
ers answer for everything they have done. 
And we will certainly throw out the invad
ers from our land.” There was no immedi
ate comment on the strike by Russian offi
cials. News of the deadly attack came as 
Ukraine marked the 31st anniversary of its 
independence from the Soviet Union, as 
well as six months since Russia launched 
its invasion. (RFE/RL)

Kyiv says some 9,000 soldiers killed

Ukraine’s CommanderinChief Valeriy 
Zaluzhniy says nearly 9,000 Ukrainian sol
diers have been killed since Russia launched 
its ongoing unprovoked invasion almost six 
months ago. Speaking at forum on August 
22, Mr. Zaluzhniy said the entire country, 
and not just the army, is taking part in the 
war, as children and wives have seen their 
fathers and husbands “go to the front lines 
and are maybe among the nearly 9,000 
heroes who have been killed” in battle. Both 
sides in the war have been extremely cau
tious in revealing any casualty figures since 
Russia invaded Ukraine on February 24. 
The last time Ukrainian officials announced 
losses in the armed forces was in April, 
when President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said 
that up to 3,000 Ukrainian soldiers had 
been killed and 10,000 injured. Moscow, 
meanwhile, classifies military deaths as 
state secrets and has rarely updated its offi
cial casualty figures. On March 25, the last 
time official figures were given, it said 1,351 
Russian soldiers had been killed. Ukrainian 
officials have put Russian losses at nearly 
45,500 troops. (RFE/RL, based on reporting 
by Interfax, Korrespopndent.net and 24TV)

Poland demolishes Soviet war memorial

Poland has begun demolishing a Soviet

era memorial to Red Army soldiers, the lat
est in a series of monuments that have 
been pulled down in Central and Eastern 
Europe amid growing hostility toward 
Russia and its invasion of Ukraine. Workers 
began demolishing the memorial in the 
southwestern Polish town of Brzeg on 
August 24, the same day that Ukraine 
marked six months since Russia launched 
its invasion. Rafal Leskiewicz, the head of 
the Polish state historical institute, told the 
Associated Press that in March, when the 
decision to remove all remaining monu
ments was made, there were 60 still stand
ing nationwide. The Brzeg monument was 
the 24th to be demolished since March. 
Poland has been one of Ukraine’s staunch
est allies in its defense against the Russian 
invasion. Warsaw has sent weaponry, aid 
and humanitarian assistance, and Poland 
has taken in more Ukrainian refugees than 
any other country, according to United 
Nations figures. The demolition came one 
day after Latvia began dismantling a similar 
Sovietera monument in the capital Riga. 
News reports said several people were 
arrested during a small protest against the 
demolition. Moscow has long considered 
the Soviet defeat of Nazi forces in the Baltic 
countries a liberation, but Latvians, 
Estonians and Lithuanians have long bri
dled at the description, saying it was merely 
the beginning of a brutal occupation that 
only ended with the Soviet collapse in 1991. 
Ethnic Russians make up about 25 percent 
of Latvia’s population. Estonia’s govern
ment last week also started removing a 
Soviet World War II monument from a city 
near the Russian border. (RFE/RL, with 
reporting by AP, Delfi and dpa)

Russia says workers at nuclear plant detained

Russian authorities say that they have 
detained two workers at Ukraine’s 
Zaporizhia nuclear power plant, where 
international officials have voiced alarm 
that fighting could result in a catastrophic 
accident. The detained workers “passed 
information about the location of [Russian] 
troops and equipment on the station’s ter
ritory,” Russia’s National Guard said in a 
statement on August 24. The statement 

(Continued on page 14)
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by Vladimir Socor
Eurasia Daily Monitor

Russia is proceeding apace to absorb the 
occupied territories in Ukraine’s Kherson, 
Zaporizhia and Kharkiv regions, already 
transforming them into Russia’s own image.

Western powers have reacted to the 
prospect of Ukraine’s further amputation 
with a deafening silence. In a rare excep
tion, the United States White House issued 
a strongly worded protest on July 19, more 
than four months after Russia installed its 
“militarycivil administrations” in these 
occupied territories, in preparation for 
their annexation (Whitehouse.gov, July 19). 
Moscow’s intention to stage “referendums” 
in Kherson and Zaporizhia helped inspire 
the White House’s belated protest and 
sense of urgency, as the “referendums” 
seemed imminent at that moment. Yet, the 
statement omitted the occupation of the 
Kharkiv region, where Russia, as of yet, 
does not plan to stage a “referendum.”

Direct annexation of the Kherson and 
Zaporizhia regions to Russia (Crimea 
model) or indirect annexation as with the 
socalled “people’s republics” (the Donbas 
model) would compel President Joe Biden’s 
White House against its will to support 
Ukraine more decisively and to abandon 
hopes of some accommodation with 
Russia. The White House’s current policy is 
to arm Ukraine enough to avoid further ter
ritorial losses and to “stay in the fight” but 
not to arm Kyiv enough to regain the terri
tories lost since February 24, including 

Kherson and Zaporizhia. U.S. National 
Security Adviser Jake Sullivan portrays the 
current situation as a strategic failure for 
“Putin” (i.e., Russia) and a relative success 
for Ukraine – namely its retention of Kyiv 
and other large cities and the effective func
tioning of the Ukrainian state. This situa
tion could, in the White House’s view, lead 
to an armistice and negotiations over terri
tories, subject of course to Kyiv’s own deci
sion (Whitehouse.gov, July 12; The Atlantic, 
July 25). This view may not be shared 
across the U.S. executive branch and cer
tainly not in Congress, but it does constrain 
the policy overall.

Arming Ukraine for a stalemate, instead 
of a counteroffensive, can be one way of 
concentrating Kyiv’s mind to “decide on its 
own” which Ukrainian territories to put on 
the table for negotiations with Russia. 
Some Western European leaders come 
even closer to favoring negotiations based 
on the current front lines cutting into 
Ukraine. This would leave the currently 
occupied territories of Kherson, Zaporizhia 
and Kharkiv in Russian hands long term, 
further advancing the process of Ukraine’s 
territorial dismemberment that Moscow 
launched in 2014.

In destroying Ukraine’s infrastructure 
and its national demography, as well as 
occupying more territories, Putin is not 
strategically losing but strategically win
ning against Ukraine. The pretense that 
Russia is losing seems an alibi for negotia

by Stephen Blank
Eurasia Daily Monitor

From the outset of Moscow’s reinvasion 
of Ukraine in February, nuclear threats and 
blackmail have been integral to Russia’s 
overall strategy. President Vladimir Putin’s 
declaration of the “special military opera
tion” was accompanied by the usual blood
curdling threats, expecting that such loaded 
language would deter or inhibit Western 
reactions to his war (Kremlin.ru, February 
24). Moreover, initial Russian naval activi
ties on the eve of the war clearly simulated 
possible conventional and nuclear missile 
strikes on Europe and the United States for 
the same purposes (Nipp.org, June 15).

Putin and his entourage deeply believe 
in the efficacy of nuclear threats. Therefore, 
they continue to feign nuclear catastrophe 
in every way imaginable, believing they can 
intimidate the West into ceasing support 
for Ukraine. To date, in fact, several dozen 
such threats have been made, the most 
recent being the suspension of inspections 
as provided by the New START Treaty and 
the attempt to use Europe’s largest nuclear 
reactor, captured near Zaporizhia early in 
the war, as a shield behind which Russian 
forces can fire missiles into Ukraine at will 
(State.gov, accessed August 11; T.me/ener
goatom, August 7). Since taking the plant, 
Moscow has spurned repeated internation
al entreaties from foreign governments to 
leave the reactor and turn it over to inter
national supervision. The Kremlin’s failure 
to do so has generated suspicions that it 
seeks to provoke an incident whereby 
Ukrainian forces returning fire generate an 
international catastrophe, which Moscow 

can then spin in its favor (Nv.ua, August 7).
Similarly, Moscow illegally blocked U.S.

requested inspections under the New 
START Treaty on the spurious grounds that 
sanctions and the COVID19 pandemic pre
vented Russian inspectors from executing 
their responsibilities under the treaty (Mid.
ru, August 8). In practice, inspections had 
been suspended due to the pandemic. 
However, this decision reflects not only the 
Kremlin’s frustration and resentment with 
the U.S. but also represents another 
endeavor to raise the specter of uncon
trolled nuclear weapons and a potential 
nuclear strike on either Ukraine or the 
West. This approach also gives Russian offi
cials another chance to spin the story to 
blame Washington and Kyiv for risking 
nuclear disasters by shelling the plant.

Several motives drive this behavior, and 
they overlap at times so that, in practice, 
some or all of these considerations are 
always present in the Kremlin’s nuclear 
threats. Furthermore, some motives have 
immediate or shorterterm purposes than 
do others that appear to be ingrained ele
ments of Russia’s cultural repertoire, car
ried over from Soviet, if not Tsarist, times 
(The American Interest, December 23, 
2015). First, and most immediate, is the 
fact that Putin’s Russia (not unlike the 
Mafia) is rife with intimidation culture. 
Under the Russian premier, Moscow 
believes that intimidating Europe from 
supporting Ukraine will eventually succeed 
in achieving the key strategic goal of frac
turing the Western alliance. The Kremlin 
believes this is possible because it per

Russia defers ‘referendums’ in southern 
Ukraine for more careful preparation

Russia’s newest nuclear threats
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Russian claims on killing of Dugin’s daughter prompt  
skepticism, speculation about Kremlin infighting

Hard-won unity: Polls show Russian invasion 
is transforming Ukrainian self-identity

Russian security service blames Ukraine for death of 
Putin ally’s daughter, while Kyiv rejects accusation

by Todd Prince and  
RFE/RL’s Russian Service

Russia’s speed at “solving” the carbomb 
assassination of the daughter of prominent 
Russian farright ideologue Aleksandr 
Dugin, who has played a prominent role in 
justifying and drumming up support for 
President Vladimir Putin’s geopolitical 
ambitions, has attracted considerable skep
ticism.

Just two days after the killing, Russia’s 
Federal Security Service (FSB) claimed that 
an agent of Ukraine’s secret service had 

planted a bomb under the car of Darya 
Dugina, Mr. Dugin’s 29yearold daughter, 
at a festival outside of Moscow on August 
20, killing her as she drove home. Ms. 
Dugina herself was a rising star in Russia’s 
farright community and a familiar face on 
rightwing media and at farright events.

The FSB, however, does not have a repu
tation for solving political killings quickly 
or telling the truth.

The murders and attempted murders of 
prominent Kremlin opponents have 
remained unsolved or only partially 
resolved even after decades. No investiga
tion was even opened into the nearfatal 
poisoning of opposition politician Alexei 
Navalny in August 2020.

But Ms. Dugina’s case was supposedly 
cracked in less than 36 hours.

The FSB claims Natalya Vovk, a 42year
old Ukrainian, entered Russia by car with 
her 12yearold daughter; rented an apart
ment in the same Moscow building where 
Dugina lived; tracked Dugina for weeks; 
planted the bomb during the festival; and 
later that night fled to Estonia in the same 
car she brought to Russia, changing the 
license plates along the way.

Moscow further alleges that Ms. Vovk is 
a member of the Azov Battalion, a right
wing group the Russian authorities claim is 
neoNazi and banned as “extremist.”

The FSB’s version raises some potential
ly embarrassing questions. How could a 
Ukrainian agent successfully get into and 
out of Russia when border guards are sup
posedly closely screening every Ukrainian, 

by Aleksander Palikot
RFE/RL

Ahead of Ukraine’s Independence Day 
on August 24 and six months after Russia 
launched its largescale invasion of the 
country, opinion polls indicate growing 
unity on key issues among Ukrainians and 
a widespread unwillingness to make any 
territorial concessions to Moscow.

“Ukrainians are united like never before, 
but it’s a hardwon unity,” Anton Hrushe ts
kiy, deputy director of the Kyiv Interna
tional Institute of Sociology (KIIS), told 
RFE/RL.

According to a poll conducted by KIIS in 
July, a historic 85 percent of Ukrainians 
identify themselves above all as citizens of 
Ukraine, as opposed to residents of their 
region, representatives of an ethnic minori
ty, or some other identifier.

This socalled indicator of civil identity, 
regarded as a crucial mark of cohesion in a 
historically diverse and divided Ukrainian 
society, was 64.4 percent only half a year 
ago.

“The ideas that there is no such thing as 
the Ukrainian nation, and that the 
Ukrainian state is a failed state were crucial 
to Russian propaganda,” Mr. Hrushetskiy 
said. “Nothing could have had such a unify
ing effect as the war waged by Putin and his 
cynical justification of it.”

Research shows similar spikes can be 
observed in views on other crucial matters.

As many as 96 percent of Ukrainians 
support their country joining the European 
Union, and 91 percent now favor joining 
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization 

(NATO). Some 92 percent profess a “bad” 
attitude toward Russia, while only 2 per
cent declare a “good” one.

Mr. Hrushetskiy believes these changes 
will prove enduring because unity around 
them has been developing gradually since 
Ukraine gained independence from Soviet 
rule in 1991. A significant increase in sup
port for the proEuropean and transatlantic 
geopolitical orientation of the country – 
and a corresponding decline of positive 
sentiment toward Russia – were notable 
features of the 20042005 Orange 
Revolution and the 2014 Revolution of 
Dignity, he noted.

Six months after Moscow’s failed assault 
on Kyiv, the Ukrainian armed forces and 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy enjoy the 
recordhigh confidence of society.

According to a poll conducted by KIIS 
and the National Democratic Institute 
(NDI), as many as 97 percent of Ukrainians 
trust or completely trust the former, and 85 
percent trust or completely trust the latter.

Mr. Hrushetskiy notes that Ukrainian 
society is experiencing a wellknown, rally
aroundtheflag effect. Research on political 
preferences shows that a distinct majority 
of Ukrainians prefers a strong state and 
does not see timely democratic elections as 
a priority after the suspension of martial 
law, he says.

Majority against concessions

According to KIIS research, as many as 
84 percent of Ukrainians reject any territo
rial concessions to Russia, and this indica

RFE/RL

Russia’s Federal Security Service (FSB) 
has accused Ukraine’s secret service of car
rying out the bombing that killed the 
daughter of prominent Kremlinconnected 
farright ideologue Aleksandr Dugin, a 
vocal supporter of and propagandist for 
Moscow’s invasion of Ukraine.

Kyiv has vehemently denied any connec
tion to the death of Darya Dugina, who was 
killed when the car she was traveling in 
exploded in the Moscow region on August 
20.

The FSB claimed in a statement on 
August 22 that the “perpetrator” of the 
crime is a Ukrainian who then left the 
country through Estonia. It did not provide 
any evidence to back up its claim.

Some analysts cast doubt on the Russian 
claim, noting that the closest Estonian bor
der crossing to Moscow is almost 770 kilo
meters to the northeast, a drive that would 
take about 10 hours. They added that such 
an escape would also mean the person 
passed out of Russia and into Estonia with
out resistance at the border.

The official state news agency TASS 
quoted an unnamed enforcement agency 
source as saying that the bomb was activat
ed remotely but gave no further details.

Ukrainian presidential adviser Mykhaylo 
Podolyak denied that Kyiv was behind Ms. 
Dugina’s death immediately after it was 
reported, and reiterated the point in a tweet 
on August 22 saying attempts to blame 

Ukraine for the incident are “useless.”
Russia’s Investigative Committee has 

said it has opened a murder case and is car
rying out forensic examinations to try to 
determine exactly what happened.

The U.S. State Department said on 
August 22 that the United States unequivo
cally condemns the intentional targeting of 
civilians anywhere, when asked about the 
killing of Ms. Dugina.

Speaking at a daily press briefing, U.S. 

 NEWS ANALYSIS

Polls show that Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy has the trust of well over 
three-quarters of the population.

Office of the President of Ukraine

Darya Dugina, pictured in April, was 
killed when the vehicle she was traveling 
in exploded near Moscow on August 20.

Wikimedia Commons

(Continued on page 7)

(Continued on page 8)

(Continued on page 12)

Ukrainian soldiers took part in National Flag Day celebrations in Kyiv on August 23.
Office of the President of Ukraine

Aleksandr Dugin took part in the 
Civilizations of the Eurasian Area meet-
ing on February 26, 2018, at the Faculty 
of World Studies of the University of 

Tehran

Mehdi Bolourian, via Wikipedia
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   FOR THe ReCORd
In marking Ukraine’s independence, U.S. says support for Kyiv is ‘unwavering’
The following statement was released by 

the U.S. State Department on August 24.  It 
was attributed to Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken.

On behalf of the United States of 
America, I congratulate the people of 
Ukraine on their Independence Day, the 
commemoration of the date in 1991 
when Ukraine officially left the Soviet 
Union and became a sovereign, demo
cratic country. What should be a celebra
tion of Ukraine’s independence is marred 

by Russia’s ongoing war of aggression. 
Six months ago, [Russian] President 
[Vladimir] Putin launched an unpro
voked fullscale invasion of Ukraine. Ever 
since, Ukraine has fought back with 
ferocity, courage and effectiveness.

Ukraine will remain sovereign and 
independent. The people of Ukraine have 
demonstrated that they will do whatever 
it takes to protect their homes, their fam
ilies, their fellow citizens, their country – 
their independence. For our part, the 
United States has demonstrated that we 

will stand with Ukraine for as long as it 
takes. To that end, the president today 
announced nearly $3 billion in weapons 
and equipment to be provided through 
the Ukraine Security Assistance 
Initiative, enabling Ukraine to acquire 
what it needs to defend itself over the 
long term.

The United States has stood with the 
Ukrainian people for 31 years, and we 
will continue to firmly stand with them 
as they defend their freedom. Our sup
port for Ukraine is unwavering.

State Department condemns Moscow’s planned ‘show trials’
The following statement was released by 

the U.S. State Department on August 24.  It 
was attributed to spokesperson Ned Price.

By planning to hold socalled “tribu
nals” in Russiacontrolled Mariupol against 
Ukraine’s brave defenders, the Kremlin is 
attempting to deflect responsibility for 
[Russian] President [Vladimir] Putin’s war 

of aggression and distract from over
whelming evidence of the atrocities 
Russian forces have committed in Ukraine.

The planned show trials are illegiti
mate and a mockery of justice, and we 
strongly condemn them. All members of 
Ukraine’s armed forces, including domes
tic and foreign volunteers incorporated 
into the armed forces, are entitled to pris

oner of war status if they are captured and 
must be afforded the treatment and pro
tections commensurate with that status, 
according to the Geneva Conventions.

We call on Moscow to comply with its 
obligations under international law. The 
United States will continue to firmly stand 
with the Ukrainian people as they defend 
their freedom.

by Reid Standish
RFE/RL

It was supposed to be a lightning strike 
that could see Russian forces in Kyiv after 
three days of fighting, but six months after 
Moscow’s invasion of Ukraine, the Kremlin 
instead finds itself locked in a grinding war 
that has left its military and intelligence 
services humiliated.

While the scale of Russia’s battlefield set
backs have taken center stage in recent 
months, it was Russia’s intelligence agen
cies – most notably the Federal Security 
Service (FSB) – that failed to bring down 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelens kyy’s 
government or incite any form of proRus
sian support as tanks pushed into Ukraine.

Instead, Russian forces came up against 
widespread resistance from the Ukrainian 
military and its citizens and the Kremlin 
have had to deal with a government in Kyiv 
that has held firm and rallied international 
support.

But how did Russia’s intelligence agen
cies get things so wrong and why did the 
networks they had cultivated for years in 
Ukraine fail to yield results?

To find out more about how the war has 
changed Russia’s intelligence services and 
how their misjudgments have shaped 
events on the ground, RFE/RL spoke with 
Andrei Soldatov, an investigative journalist 
who has reported on Russia’s intelligence 
services for decades and is now a fellow in 
London with the Center for European 
Policy Analysis (CEPA).

RFE/RL: Despite repeated failures, the 
FSB and leaders from other intelligence 
agencies remain in their positions and the 
agency has regrouped. What do you think 
these agencies have learned after six 
months of war in Ukraine?

Mr. Soldatov: We can see after six 
months that the war has affected the 
Russian security services in a very signifi
cant way.

If you compare with some other recent 
wars, such as Afghanistan in the 1980s or 
Chechnya [in the 1990s and 2000s], we 
have seen far more significant changes [in 

Ukraine]. Before the war, only two depart
ments inside of the FSB were involved in 
dealing with Ukraine. These were the 5th 
Service, which was in charge of collecting 
intelligence in Ukraine and then also the 
Counterintelligence Department, which 
[was] focused on hunting down Ukrainian 
spies and attacking journalists and activ
ists.

Now, you see, almost every major 
department of the FSB is involved in some 
way with this war effort … and they are get
ting more and more militarized, which isn’t 
something we’ve seen before, certainly not 
during the Chechen wars and certainly not 
on this scale. You also now have lots of 
[intelligence officers] from Moscow going 
to occupied parts of Ukraine for three 
month tours. That means that soon there 
will be lots [of officers] with Ukraine expe
rience, which will change the mentality and 
the mindset of people who are serving in 
the Russian security services.

RFE/RL: In the first few months of the 
war, there was reporting – including by 
yourself – that there was intense infighting 
among Russia’s intelligence agencies and 
that the leader of the FSB’s Ukraine direc
torate, Sergei Beseda, was placed under 
house arrest over early failures following 
the invasion. However, U.S. officials recently 
told The Washington Post that they have 
seen no evidence that President Vladimir 
Putin has held any officials to account. 
What is your reading of things now and has 
there been any accountability for these 
costly misjudgments?

Mr. Soldatov: I believe that’s the [narra
tive] that the FSB and the Kremlin wants to 
project. It’s a narrative they are promoting 
because officially everything is going 
according to plan, which has been a famous 
line coming from the Kremlin [over the 
last] six months. They can’t admit that they 
started punishing people or the Russian 
security services because it implies failure.

The FSB has gone to some lengths to 
deny the whole thing [with Mr. Beseda] and 
tried to silence people who are raising 
questions and reporting about the prob
lems [the FSB] has been facing. For 
instance, that’s the reason why a criminal 
case was launched against me.

Actually, Putin was initially so angry [fol
lowing the invasion of Ukraine] that he 
attacked Mr. Beseda and his department 
and everyone in the FSB knew that. But 
after the story became so big, Putin did 
something unprecedented and actually 
released [Mr. Beseda] because he wanted 
to show that everything is still going 
according to plan.

Interview: How Russia’s intelligence agencies 
have adapted after six months of war

RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service

Ukrainian authorities say the last two 
working reactors at the Zaporizhia nuclear 
power plant were shut down due to fires 
and damaged power lines, heightening 
fears of a potential accident as the facility 
was disconnected from Ukraine’s electrici
ty grid for the first time.

The August 25 announcement by the 
state energy operator Enerhoatom comes 
as foreign officials warn of a potential 
catastrophe and continue to push Russian 
and Ukrainian forces to do more to safe
guard Europe’s largest nuclear station.

Russia has controlled the facility since 
about two weeks after invading Ukraine on 
February 24, but it has allowed Ukrainian 
engineers to remain and operate the plant, 
whose first reactor went into operation in 
1985.

Fighting near the plant between Russian 
and Ukrainian forces has stoked worries of 
an accident. Ukrainian officials have also 
warned that Russia might try to disconnect 
the plant from the grid, a move that would 
severely strain Ukraine’s battered economy, 
particularly with winter looming.

“The actions of the invaders caused a 
complete disconnection of the [facility] 
from the power grid – the first in the histo
ry of the plant,” Enerhoatom said in a post 
on Telegram.

Disconnecting the plant is considered 
potentially dangerous as a failure in backup 
power systems could lead to a loss of cool
ant and bring about a melting of the fuel in 
the reactor core.

The Enerhoatom announcement came 
on the same day that the head of the 
International Atomic Energy Agency said 
Kyiv and Moscow both agree that the 
United Nation’s personnel need to go to 
inspect the situation at Zaporizhia.

Speaking to France 24 television on 
August 25, Rafael Grossi said talks on gain
ing access to the facility were making head
way and that “we are very, very close” to 
agreeing on a visit.

The Zaporizhia plant has six Soviet
designed reactors, but just two have 
remained in operation amid the fighting.

As the Russian invasion entered its sev
enth month, President Vladimir Putin 
signed a decree increasing the size of the 
country’s armed forces by 137,000.

There was no immediate explanation on 
the reason for the decree, which will come 
into force on January 1, but Western and 
Ukrainian officials have said Russia has suf
fered major losses in the Ukraine conflict 
and is struggling to replace personnel.

A top U.S. official earlier this month said 
between 70,000 and 80,000 Russian troops 
have been killed or wounded since 
February 24.

The death toll from a Russian rocket 
attack on a railway station in the southern 
Dnipropetrovsk region on August 24 
climbed to 25 people. The deputy head of 
the Ukrainian presidential office, Kyrylo 
Tymoshenko, also said at least 31 people 
were wounded in the attack on the 
Chaplyne station.

The attack occurred on the day that 
Ukraine marked its 31st anniversary of 
independence from the Soviet Union – and 
the sixmonth mark since the onslaught of 
the Russian invasion.

Russia’s Defense Ministry acknowledged 
the strike on the Chaplyne station but 
claimed that it had targeted a Ukrainian 
train that was transporting ammunition to 
the front line.

Earlier on August 25, Russian forces 
bombed the central city of Kryvyi Rih with 
cluster munitions, the head of the local mil
itary administration, Oleksandr Vilkul, said 
on Telegram, adding that so far there were 
no reports of casualties or damage.

Cluster munitions have been banned by 
most nations due to their devastating and 
indiscriminate effect on military personnel 
and civilians alike.

Human Rights Watch said in a report 
released on August 25 that Russia has used 
cluster munitions extensively since invad
ing Ukraine, while Ukrainian forces appear 
to have used them at least three times in 
the war.

Cluster munitions, which can be fired by 
artillery and rockets or dropped by aircraft, 

Ukraine says Russian-controlled nuclear 
plant shut down, disconnected from grid

Andrei Soldatov

Ivan Trefilov, RFE/RL

(Continued on page 9)

(Continued on page 11)
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As Czech support for refugees wanes, Ukrainians fleeing war face tougher choices
by Tony Wesolowsky

RFE/RL

PRAGUE – A steady rain turned the field 
in a leafy Prague district where rows of 
tents temporarily house refugees from 
Ukraine into a quagmire.

Svitlana Pisarskaya and her special
needs son decided to leave the mud, pud
dles and packed tents behind, at least tem
porarily, making the journey on tram to the 
city’s main train station, where a team of 
mostly Czech volunteers were on hand to 
provide help.

“The conditions at the camp are terrible. 
There’s mud and big puddles everywhere. 
Several families are packed into a tent. 
That’s no way to live,” Ms. Pisarskaya said 
bluntly to RFE/RL, complaining that official 
help is lacking.

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine on February 
24 triggered one of the world’s worst refu
gee crises since World War II, with millions 
fleeing the brutal Russian onslaught.

More than 413,000 refugees from 
Ukraine – mostly women and children – 
were recorded in the Czech Republic as of 
August 16, according to recent data from 
the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR).

Most have been greeted with goodwill. 
For many in the Czech Republic, Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine stirred memories of 
1968 when the Sovietled Warsaw Pact 
sent some 200,000 troops and 5,000 tanks 
into thenCzechoslovakia to crush the liber
alreform movement known as the Prague 
Spring. But with fewer refugees now enter
ing the country, Czech government aid and, 
in some cases, goodwill, is drying up, leav
ing many refugees in limbo.

Prague has backed Kyiv both politically 
and militarily. Czech Prime Minister Petr 
Fiala visited Ukrainian President Volody myr 
Zelenskyy in Kyiv on March 15 along with 
his Polish and Slovenian counterparts. At 
the time, it was the first such visit by foreign 
leaders since the Russian invasion began.

The Czech Republic has made managing 
the refugee crisis and Ukraine’s postwar 
recovery top priorities during its current 
sixmonth EU presidency.

Czechs have dipped deep into their 
pockets to help as well, donating at least 
more than 2 billion crowns (some $80.7 
million), surpassing amounts collected in 
the past after natural or other disasters.

Since the early days of the conflict, when 
the numbers were massive, the flow of ref
ugees into the Czech Republic has turned 
into a relative trickle.

Not only are those figures down, so too 
is some of the aid the refugees receive from 
the Czech government. In June, parliament 
cut refugee social benefits and Prague 
closed, temporarily, a key refugee center in 
the capital amid rightwing populist claims 

that some refugees from Ukraine, namely 
Roma, were indulging in “benefit tourism.”

Prague Mayor Zdenek Hrib also 
announced in June that the Czech capital 
will no longer offer accommodation to refu
gees, outside the temporary tent facilities 
now available only at Troja, the leafy dis
trict of Prague where Ms. Pisarskaya and 
her son have been staying for weeks now.

“They’ve told us to find housing our
selves, but we don’t know Prague. We don’t 
know the language. How can we find hous
ing ourselves?” Ms. Pisarskaya, 60, asked, 
adding that accommodation had been 
offered in Rumburk, a city in northern 
Bohemia that she didn’t know and in which 
she hadn’t expressed much interest in living.

Ms. Pisarskaya and her 26yearold son, 
Viktor, fled more than two months ago from 
her hometown of Kremenchuk. The city in 
central Ukraine grabbed global attention on 
June 28 when a Russian missile strike target
ed a crowded shopping center there, killing 
18 people and wounding at least 60 more.

“Thirty percent of the city is left. The rest 
has been bombed. Our home is gone,” said 
Ms. Pisarskaya, who had fled by the time of 
the shopping mall attack.

For those fleeing the Russian invasion, 
most head for Prague, where jobs are easi
er to secure.

In June, officials in the Czech capital said 
the city was unable to cope with the num
ber of refugees and had to close the main 
processing center. (The center reopened 
again in July.) Mr. Hrib said at the time that 
such a move was needed to encourage 
Ukrainians to spread out to smaller towns 
in the Czech Republic, at a time when pub
lic sympathy was appearing to wane.

Czech public “solidarity” with the plight 
of the refugees appeared to be “dropping,” 
according to Vendula Fortova, a volunteer 
with the Iniciativa Hlavak, an nongovern
mental organization providing help to refu
gees from Ukraine at the main train station 
and elsewhere.

“We face abuse as well. Not too long ago, 
one person regularly came here and was 
aggressive, yelling at us for helping the ref
ugees,” Ms. Fortova, a 20yearold universi
ty student, said amid the bustle of travelers 
rushing to get to their trains.

One of those refugees is Olena Tilnova 
and her 11yearold son Daniel. Ms. 
Tilnova, 40, fled her hometown of Dnipro 
five months ago, traveling by car and train 
through Poland to the Czech Republic.

“I literally saw four bombs fall not far 
from my home and decided at that moment 
to get out,” Ms. Tilnova told RFE/RL.

Her time since then has had its fill of ups 
and downs. In the early days, she traveled 
to France, Montpellier, to be exact, where 
she had friends who had settled there after 
fleeing the fighting back home.

“I didn’t like it there. I don’t know, it’s 

hard to explain. I just didn’t feel comfort
able in France,” Ms. Tilnova said.

“I feel better here, more at home. The 
people are wonderful here,” she said about 
the Czech Republic, although she is strug
gling to find work. “Work is a problem. 
Language is a problem,” she said, as she and 
her son rush to catch a train to visit friends 
in central Bohemia.

Luckily, her son is enrolled in school in 
Prague, something for which she is grateful. 
“Others are having problems enrolling their 
kids in school here now.”

One of her biggest concerns is health 
insurance, which is no longer guaranteed in 
the Czech Republic. “I don’t have any health 
insurance now and it’s a concern since I 
need treatment for cancer,” she said.

In June, the Czech parliament approved 
stricter rules in an amendment to the so
called Lex Ukraine, legislation covering 
Ukrainian refugees residing in the Czech 
Republic.

According to the amendment, the state 
would cover health insurance for refugees 
for a maximum of 150 days (except for chil
dren and the elderly). Also, refugees receiv
ing free accommodation and food were no 
longer eligible to receive state support of 
5,000 crowns (about $200) per month.

The measures, in part, were meant “to 
motivate people to enter the labor market 
and to actively take care of themselves,” Czech 
Interior Minister Vit Rakusan explained.

Elsewhere, Mr. Rakusan said, “nearly 
77,000 [people]” had found work, proving, 
he said at the time, that the Ukrainian refu
gees were not here to “abuse the social
welfare system.”

Tomio Okamura, the head of the farright 
opposition Freedom and Direct Democracy 
(SPD) party, accused the government of 
passing the Lex Ukraine amendments too 
late.

“Inadaptable migrants are being 
deployed against the will of the popula
tion,” Mr. Okamura said, using a phrase the 
Czech right typically uses for Roma.

Czech officials argued that many 
Romany arrivals did not qualify for refugee 
status because they are EU citizens holding 
dual UkrainianHungarian nationality.

Robert Horvat, a 40yearold Roma from 
Berehove in western Ukraine, near the bor
der with Hungary, said he was blocked 
from joining his family at the tent camp at 
Troja because his refugee visa wasn’t ready.

“They didn’t let me in even though my 
wife and kids were there,” Mr. Horvat told 
RFE/RL. He was hoping for help to take 
him, his pregnant wife and six children to 
join a brother in Sommerda, a town in 
Germany’s central Thuringia region.

Mr. Horvat said he left Berehove fearing 
he could be conscripted into the army, 
although he said he would likely be 
exempted. Since Mr. Zelenskyy declared 
martial law at the start of Russia’s invasion, 
Ukrainian men aged 18 to 60 are eligible 

for military service and are forbidden from 
leaving the country. There are a few excep
tions such as men with poor health, or 
fathers of three or more children.

At Prague’s main train station, Oleksandr, 
who preferred not to give his last name, had 
no plans to stay in the Czech Republic, hop
ing to find work instead in Germany.

“I have a ticket to Berlin, but can’t find 
[the train] on the [departure] board,” com
plained the 64yearold from the Odesa 
region, who arrived in the Czech capital just 
a day earlier after a grueling journey by car 
and train.

Asked why he had left Ukraine now, 
Oleksandr was blunt.

“My house was bombed and so were 
three others nearby,” he said, almost mat
teroffactly.

Helping with train passage to Germany, 
Poland, or even back home to Ukraine, are 
some of the main tasks Ms. Fortova and 
other volunteers of Iniciativa Hlavak under
take, but she admits that the organization 
has little in the way of finances to provide 
more aid.

“We just don’t have the money to help 
when people ask for help, for example, get
ting train tickets,” lamented Ms. Fortova, 
adding that cityfunded assistance at the 
train station finished at the end of May.

“There used to be 120 places upstairs 
that offered mothers with children a place 
to sleep, but that’s gone too,” added Nadia 
Fedenets, a Ukrainian who has been living 
in Prague for 27 years, who volunteers for 
the Czech nongovernmental organization. 
“There are fewer people here now … than 
back in May,” interjected Ms. Fortova.

The number of Czechs willing to help 
Ukrainian refugees has dropped, a public 
opinion survey published on June 30 sug
gested, showing a growing number of peo
ple more worried with economic woes, in 
part fueled by the conflict and EU efforts to 
wean the bloc off its dependence on 
Russian natural gas and oil.

“People don’t view the conflict with the 
same interest anymore,” Ms. Fortova 
explained. “The conflict has been going on 
for a relatively long time for many here and 
their attention, their solidarity, is dropping.”

Asked what she thought of an apparent 
drop in public support for people like her
self, Ms. Pisarskaya fired back a quick 
response.

“Let them just imagine for a moment 
being in the situation we are in today,” she 
said.

(Text and reporting by RFE/RL features 
writer Tony Wesolowsky; photos by senior 
photo editor Lucie Steinzova)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted with 
the permission of Radio Free Europe/Radio 
Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, Washington 
DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see https://www.
rferl.org/a/ukraine-refugees-czech-republic-
waning-support/32002669.html).

Svitlana Pisarskaya and her son, Viktor, discuss what to do next at Prague’s main 
railway station.

Lucie Steinzova, RFE/RL

Vendula Fortova of the non-governmental organization Iniciativa Hlavak assists 
Robert Horvat (center), a Ukrainian refugee, at Prague’s railway station.



No. 35THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, AUGUST 28, 20226

Ukrainian officials marked the 31st anniversary of their country’s renewed inde
pendence on August 24 with a display of captured and decimated Russian military 
vehicles and tanks on Khreshchatyk Street in Kyiv. In previous years, Independence 
Day in Ukraine would typically have been marked with a military parade. But 
Ukrainian officials in Kyiv and several other large cities, who had earlier warned citi
zens to remain vigilant as they celebrated their independence, also banned public 
celebrations for fear that Russia would use the occasion to strike and kill more inno
cent people.

And sure enough, Russia did just that, launching a missile strike that hit the 
Chaplyne railway station in the southern Dnipropetrovsk region, killing at least 25 
people and wounding more than 50.

“Chaplyne is our pain today. As of this moment, there are 22 dead, five of them 
burned in a railway car,” Mr. Zelenskyy said in his nightly video address. “Search and 
rescue operations at the railway station will continue. We will definitely make the 
occupiers answer for everything they have done. And we will certainly throw out the 
invaders from our land.”

Speaking in a recorded address that was broadcast to the nation and posted on 
the website of the Ukrainian Presidential Office on August 24, Mr. Zelenskyy vowed 
that the people of Ukraine would be “reborn” and would fight Russian troops “until 
the end.”

“After six months of the attempts to destroy us, we are the free people of indepen
dent Ukraine. And this is the truth about our future. The free people of independent 
Ukraine,” Mr. Zelenskyy said defiantly.

“During these six months, we changed history, changed the world, and changed 
ourselves. ... We started to respect ourselves. We understood that despite any help 
and support, no one but us will fight for our independence. And we united,” Mr. 
Zelenskyy said. “We didn’t have HIMARS yet, but we had people willing to stop tanks 
with their bare hands. They were not ready to close the sky for us, but we had peo
ple willing to cover their native land with themselves. The Ukrainian people and 
their courage inspired the whole world. They gave humanity a new hope that justice 
has not completely left our cynical world. And it is still not force that wins in it, but 
truth. Not money, but values. Not oil, but people.”

Mr. Zelenskyy rightly stressed that Ukraine will be whole again.
“And we will put our hands up only once – when we will celebrate our victory. The 

whole of Ukraine. Because we do not trade our lands and our people. For us, Ukraine 
is all of Ukraine. All 25 regions, without any concessions or compromises. We do not 
know these words, they were destroyed by missiles on February 24,” the Ukrainian 
president said.

But, perhaps most importantly, Mr. Zelenskyy rightly recognized that the fight for 
Ukraine’s freedom is taking place around the world, and not only with bullets, 
bombs and rockets.

“Someone is in trenches and dugouts, in tanks …, at sea and in the air. Fighting for 
independence on the frontline. Someone is on the road, in cars, trucks and trains. 
Fighting for independence by delivering what is necessary to those on the frontline. 
And someone is on a smartphone or on a computer, also fighting for independence 
by raising funds so that those on the road have something to bring to those on the 
frontline. We are facing this day in different circumstances, conditions and even in 
different time zones, but with one goal – preservation of independence and victory 
of Ukraine!”

Slava Ukraini! Heroyam Slava!

The Ukrainian Weekly

Five years ago, on September 3, 3017, The Ukrainian Weekly 
carried a transcript from the August 24, 2017, edition of Brian 
Whitmore’s podcast, “The Daily Vertical,” produced by Radio 
Free Europe/Radio Liberty.

“Twentysix years ago today,” he said at that time, “Ukraine 
won its de jure independence. Today it is fighting to achieve its 

de facto independence. And on this day, it’s worth reflecting on why Ukrainian indepen
dence matters.”

“It matters because it shatters a myth,” Mr. Whitmore continued. “It shatters the myth 
that Ukraine is somehow just some appendage of Russia and is destined to be ruled by 
Moscow. It corrects the historical record. It reminds us that while Ukraine does share 
much history with Russia, it also shares much history with Poland, with Lithuania, Austria, 
Hungary and Slovakia as well.”

“It reminds us that Ukraine is European and, as the Yale University historian Timothy 
Snyder has said, European history doesn’t make much sense if it doesn’t include Ukraine.”

“Ukrainian independence matters because without it the territory of the former Soviet 
Union cannot become truly postSoviet. Because any Russian imperial project begins with 
– and must include – Ukraine. That old cliché that ‘without Ukraine, Russia is a country, 
and with Ukraine, Russia is an empire,’ may be cliché, but it also has the virtue of being 
true,” he underscored.

Ukrainian independence, he added, matters because it sets an example. “... If Ukraine is 
successful in establishing a stable and prosperous European democracy, it would be the 
best thing that ever happened to Ukrainians. But it would also be the best thing that ever 
happened to Russians as well, because it would inspire, motivate and embolden those 
Russians who desire the same for their country,” Mr. Whitmore concluded.  

Source: “Why Ukrainian independence matters,” by Brian Whitmore (RFE/RL), The 
Ukrainian Weekly, September 3, 2017.
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3

2017

Turning the pages back...

by Sergey Sukhankin
Eurasia Daily Monitor

On August 14, the Ukrainian town of 
Popasna in Luhansk Oblast was hit by U.S.
produced and Ukraineoperated M142 
HIMARS complexes, reportedly causing 
severe damage to the locally headquar
tered private military company (PMC), the 
Wagner Group (Mil.in.ua, August 14). As a 
result of the attack, more than 100 Russian 
mercenaries were reportedly eliminated 
(UNIAN, August 15). The Ukrainians tar
geted Popasna after Russian military pro
pagandists (specifically, Sergey Sreda) 
posted a video and pictures on Telegram, 
defacto revealing the location of Wagner 
forces. In one picture, Mr. Sreda was alleg
edly greeting Yevgeny Prigozhin, the pri
mary sponsor of the Wagner Group (Silarf.
ru, August 9). Having suffered significant 
losses, the Wagner PMC will need more 
fighters, who, among others, will be 
recruited from prisoners, convicts and 
criminals in Russia.

The Wagner Group, which emerged in 
2014, has been involved in Russia’s unpro
voked war of aggression against Ukraine, 
which began in full force on February 24, 
almost from its outset. On February 28, 
information about Wagner efforts to 
recruit new personnel for Ukraine started 
to circulate. Unlike before, when entrance 
criteria were tougher, Wagner recruiters 
are now taking a much more relaxed 
approach. As stated by one mercenary 
(whose identity was not revealed), for the 
Ukrainian campaign, Wagner emphasizes 
the recruitment of fighters with a criminal 
record (Bbc.com/russian, March 11).

To find out the main recruitment criteria 
for admittance into the Wager Group, 
authoritative Russian business news outlet 
RBC conducted its own investigation. 
Among the myriad requirements discov
ered by the RBC examination, two major 
factors should be highlighted (Rbc.ru, July 
9). First, in terms of staffing, holders of any 
foreign passport (except for European 
Union and North Atlantic Treaty Organiz
ation members, as well as Ukraine) are 
fully eligible to join the group. Any new 
candidate – without functioning profiles on 
any social network site – wishing to join 
the formation has to be at least 22 years 
old (significantly lower than the original 
entry age) and can be as old as 50 (much 
higher than the previous limit). For mature 
candidates (if they demonstrate excellent 
health indicators) to join Wagner, an 
impressive military resume must be pro
vided. When it comes to payroll, the stan
dard compensation rate is 240,000 rubles 
($3,840) per month. In addition to basic 
salary, mercenaries are eligible for addi
tional performancebased compensation 
that reportedly ranges from 150,000 
rubles ($2,400) to 700,000 rubles 
($11,200), which, in reality, seems a bit 
exaggerated. Importantly, both the salary 
and extra compensation are provided in 
cash, and no formal bank transactions 
occur. Another curious detail, which sharp
ly contrasts with previous “adventures” of 
the Wagner group, is the new rule about 
criminal records: RBC (as well as other 
sources) stated that the eligibility to join 
Wagner with a criminal past is “decided on 
an individual basis, based on results of the 
personal interview.”

Secondly, in terms of training and prepa
ration, some rules have dramatically 

changed. For instance, if a candidate com
plies with the aforementioned criteria, he 
then needs to travel to the Molkino training 
ground (in Krasnodar Krai) for socalled 
“filtration” procedures (which typically 
take between two and three days), where a 
more detailed, personalized assessment is 
taken. If successful, the recruit is hired by 
Wagner and assigned a specialization 
(based on previously demonstrated skills 
and track record) and begins training. 
Interestingly, unlike before (when exercises 
could last up to two months), training is 
said to occur over one week, after which a 
mercenary is then sent to Ukraine.

This means that the Wagner Group – 
which played a notable role in the fights for 
Popasna and Lysychansk (both in Luhansk 
Oblast), for which Mr. Prigozhin was report
edly decorated with the title Hero of the 
Russian Federation – must have suffered 
severe losses (Zavtra.ru, June 27). As a 
result, the Wagner PMC has had to change 
its recruitment strategy, lifting some of the 
previously maintained rules in an effort to 
send as many newly recruited mercenaries 
to the front lines as expeditiously as possi
ble. As noted by Ukrainian sources, this 
approach – perhaps effective in the short 
run – will eventually lead to an aggravation 
of operational effectiveness and decrease 
the overall impact of Wagner mercenaries 
for Russian forces (UNIAN, July 18).

Ukrainian sources stipulate that, by 
early August, Russia had already recruited 
more than 1,000 convicts and criminals 
(coming from 17 prisons in nine different 
Russian regions) to “volunteer” to fight in 
Ukraine with the Wagner Group (News.
liga.net, August 7). According to some 
Ukrainian sources, the majority of convicts 
have been recruited from penitentiaries in 
Yaroslavl, Ryazan, Tula, Komi, Pskov, 
Arkhangelsk and St. Petersburg (Myc.news, 
August 5). This trend will most likely con
tinue, and Wagner recruiters will increase 
their search in economically depressed 
areas and regions with higher levels of 
criminality.

According to Ukraine, paramilitary 
operations have not been the only tasks 
performed by Wagner mercenaries. For 
instance, Ukrainian intelligence has argued 
that the massive assassination of Ukrainian 
prisoners of war (POWs) in Olenivka in 
temporarily occupied Donetsk Oblast – no 
less than 50 POWs were killed and another 
130 injured – on July 28 was also carried 
out by Wagner forces (Ukrinform, July 29). 
In effect, this confirms previously circulat
ed information (considered rumors at the 
time) about the Wagner Group executing 
missions aimed at terrorizing local popula
tions – not only in Ukraine but also in Syria 
– and to break local resistance.

In sum, two concluding observations 
should be emphasized. First, the fact that 
the Wagner Group has significantly relaxed 
its rules pertaining to both recruitment 
and training demonstrates that the group – 
and Russian forces operating in Ukraine – 
are running out of personnel due to high 
casualty rates. Meanwhile, the employment 
of known criminals and convicts suggests 
that, in its war against Ukraine, Russia will 
accentuate terror as a means to destroy 
local morale and break Ukrainians’ will to 
fight.

Second, the fact that Russia is increas
ingly reliant on the integration of convicts 

Wagner group recruits Russian criminals 
and convicts for war in Ukraine

A whole and independent 
Ukraine

 NEWS ANALYSIS
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by Roman A. Goy

Amnesty International recently pub
lished a disgraceful report that unjustly 
criticized the Ukrainian Armed Forces. It 
suggested that they share the blame for 
civilian deaths in Ukraine. The report was 
also reviewed in a detailed article in the 
August 17 issue of the Daily Mail. That 
review can be found at the following web
site: https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/
article11111075/HowAmnestyVladimir
Putinsmouthpiece.html.

The Amnesty report must not be 
allowed to go unchallenged because it is 
deeply flawed and dangerous. It seriously 
damages Amnesty International’s credibili
ty and hurts the great work that organiza
tion’s volunteers have done over the 
years. Most importantly, it will directly 
cause unnecessary deaths of many more 
Ukrainian civilians because it will be, and 
indeed it already has been, cited by 
Russians in defense of their strategy of 
attacking Ukrainian civilians.

Ukraine is defending itself from a brutal, 
genocidal, unprovoked Russian war. 
Russia’s strategy is not to occupy fields and 
forests, but to specifically destroy and con
trol the governmental structures in cities, 
towns and villages, and to terrorize the 
population. One cannot credibly criticize 
Ukrainians for defending their population 
centers. From where should Ukrainian sol
diers defend their towns? Are they to 
remain in the fields, exposed to Russian 
artillery, while the Russians go freely from 
village to village and town to town, tortur
ing, murdering and raping innocent civil
ians?

Think of Bucha, the town in which many 
Ukrainians were infamously brutalized by 
Russian troops. Had enough Ukrainian sol
diers been there among the population to 
protect them, one can wonder whether the 

atrocities and tortures have occurred 
there? Only a terribly biased antiUkrainian 
view combined with a startling ignorance 
of international law and the realities of 
urban warfare would produce such a deep
ly flawed analysis.

The report shamefully lacks moral com
pass by repeating the lies put forth by 
Russian President Vladimir Putin’s govern
ment. Russia has been targeting population 
centers, whether or not Ukrainian soldiers 
are there. Russia’s war strategy has a 
decades long bloody history, both in and 
outside of Ukraine, in which its military has 
demolished cities and terrorized, abused 
and killed civilians. This must be recog
nized and condemned unequivocally by the 
international community.

One final point. Amnesty International 
professes to defend civilians. The undeni
able victims here are all who live in 
Ukraine. The vast majority of the soldiers 
being killed by Russians are civilians who 
volunteered just a few months ago. They 
wanted to be civilians and would still be liv
ing as civilians had Russia not invaded their 
democratic, peaceful country.

For the sake of Ukrainian lives, for the 
sake of decency and for the credibility of 
the organization going forward, Amnesty 
International must retract this shameful 
report and replace it promptly with one of 
which the entire organization can be proud.

We should all add our voice of protest 
against this outrageous report, even if just a 
simple statement of objection, by clicking 
on the following link and giving the organi
zation your feedback on its report: https://
www.amnesty.org/en/aboutus/feedback/.

In thinking about Russia’s war against 
Ukraine, it is a mistake to equate the 
Belarusian people with the country’s long
time dictator, Alyaksandr Lukashenka. And 
it is important to recall the unprecedented 
eruption of massive Belarusian prodemoc
racy demonstrations that began two years 
ago.

No doubt, Belarus’ illegitimate leader is 
Russian President Vladimir Putin’s accom
plice in the war that has wreaked so much 
death and destruction. Belarus is a co
aggressor state. Its armed forces are not 
themselves fighting in Ukraine, although, 
unfortunately, Russia has reportedly 
recruited thousands of Belarusian volun
teers to fight on its side, most of whom are 
doing it for money rather than out of con
viction.

Belarus was a staging ground for 
Russian forces to invade Ukraine in the 
early phase of the war, providing the short
est land route to attack Kyiv.

The Russian military continues to use 
Belarusian territory to attack Ukraine. 
Recent satellite images indicate an increas
ing number of flights from Russia to 
Belarusian airfields with equipment that 
could be used in airraids. Given Belarus’ 
proximity to Kyiv and western Ukraine, 
through which a great deal of Western aid 
flows, this poses a serious threat.

But don’t conflate the people of Belarus 
with the Lukashenka regime.

According to surveys, Belarusians are 
largely opposed to the war, with only a tiny 
fraction supporting Belarus’ direct involve
ment in Ukraine. They want nothing to do 
with it, and those polls show they are con
vinced that the war will only have negative 
consequences for their own country.

Indeed, many Belarusians are actively 
supporting Ukraine, risking their well
being and lives. Some 1,500 Belarusian vol
unteers are fighting alongside the 
Ukrainian military.  They include the 
Belarusian Regiment of Kastus Kalinouski – 
named after a 19th century Belarusian 
writer and revolutionary who led an 1863 
uprising against the Russian Empire.

The fighters fully realize that by backing 
Ukraine they are also ultimately defending 
their own country’s freedom and indepen
dence. Their ranks are growing.

Other Belarusians have actively opposed 
the war from within Belarus, notably the 
socalled “railway partisans.”  These 
Belarusian patriots disabled or disrupted 
railway links in Belarus, stalling the move
ment of Russian troops and military sup
plies into Ukraine. Some have recently 
received harsh sentences.  Other Belaru
sians provided valuable military informa
tion.  These actions no doubt complicated 
the Russian assault on Kyiv.

The democratic opposition, led by 
Svitlana Tsikhanouskaya, the true winner 
of the fraudulent August 2020 presidential 
elections, is firmly on the side of Ukraine, 
recognizing that the fates of Belarus and 
Ukraine are inextricably linked.  On August 
9, the second anniversary of the elections, 
the Belarusian opposition formed the 
United Transition Government – in effect, a 
governmentinexile – with the goals of an 

independent, sovereign and democratic 
Belarus.  A key task is to mobilize and 
increase support for Ukraine.

Many Belarusians feel a close kinship 
with Ukrainians.  The two peoples have a 
shared history.  Both trace their heritage to 
Kyivan Rus’.  Both have far greater legiti
mate claim to this ancient polity than does 
Russia, despite warped Russian attempts to 
appropriate its history.

 Belarus and much of Ukraine were part 
of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania and later 
the PolishLithuanian Commonwealth.  The 
(Old) Ruthenian language, predecessor to 
modern Ukrainian and Belarusian, was an 
official language.  Both peoples have far 
more in common linguistically, culturally 
and historically with each other than they 
do with Russia. With the expansion of the 
Tsarist empire into both countries in the 
1700s came centuries of repression and 
Russification, which continued under bru
tal Soviet rule. The late1930s killing fields 
in Bykivnia near Kyiv and Kurapaty near 
Minsk are powerful symbols of Moscow’s 
efforts to destroy the “enemies of the peo
ple” in both countries.  Belarusians – cer
tainly Mr. Lukashenka’s many opponents – 
realize that Russia is a common enemy to 
both Belarus and Ukraine.

Since becoming independent in 1991, 
Ukraine and Belarus have gone on separate 
tracks. Ukraine is a democratic, pluralistic 
country where basic rights and freedoms 
are respected, while Belarus, except for the 
first three years following independence, 
became a repressive dictatorship following 
the election of Mr. Lukashenka as president 
in 1994.

Every single election under the dicta
tor’s rule has been fraudulent – something I 
personally witnessed, having observed all 
but one national election during my tenure 
at the U.S. Helsinki Commission. The one I 
missed was because the Belarusian govern
ment denied me a visa because of my 
involvement with Congressional legislation 
sanctioning the regime and providing assis
tance to the beleaguered democratic oppo
sition and civil society.

Postelection protests – and subsequent 
crackdowns, notably, the brutal post2010 
election crackdown – have been common
place throughout Mr. Lukashenka’s rule. 
None of the protests, however, ever 
approached the scale and perseverance of 
those held following the August 9, 2020, 
presidential election.

The vote fraud in that election was so 
flagrant that most Belarusians were con
vinced that the real winner was Ms. 
Tsikhanouskaya. The democratic world rec
ognizes that she represents the Belarusian 
people, and she has been warmly received 
at the highest levels in the United States 
and much of Europe.

Mass unprecedented peaceful rallies, 
occasionally exceeding 100,000 people, 
lasted for months, despite the torture, 
abductions and detentions of thousands of 
people. Ultimately, the protestors were no 
match for a system that had long honed its 
repressive machine.  In the two years since, 
the Lukashenka regime has continued and 
even intensified its crackdown on civil soci
ety activists, independent media and other 
dissenting voices – including those who 

Amnesty International must retract 
its shameful report on Ukraine

Belarus and Russia’s War on Ukraine
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State Department spokesperson Ned Price 
declined to say whether Washington knew 
who was behind the attack but said there 
was no doubt that Russians would put for
ward “certain conclusions.”

According to family members and 
reports by Russian media, Mr. Dugin and 
his daughter, who is described as a journal
ist and political analyst, had been attending 
a festival outside Moscow. He had decided 
to switch cars at the last minute.

In a statement released by a close asso
ciate on August 22, Mr. Dugin described his 
daughter as a “rising star” who was 
“treacherously killed by enemies of Russia.”

“Our hearts are longing not just for 
revenge and retaliation; it would be too 
petty, not in Russia’s style,” Mr. Dugin 
wrote. “We need only victory.”

In a message to her family released by 
the Kremlin on August 22, Russian 
President Vladimir Putin said Ms. Dugina’s 
killing was “a vile crime.”

Mr. Dugin is a farright Russian author 
and ideologue described as being the archi
tect or “spiritual guide” to Russia’s unpro
voked invasion of Ukraine.

He has long called for the absorption of 
Ukraine into Russia and is one of the main 
ideologues of Russia’s NeoEurasianist 
movement, which has been described by 
political scientists as fascist for promoting 

an extreme rightwing view of Russia’s 
place on the international stage that some 
have said resembles Nazism.

Putin has sometimes echoed Mr. Dugin’s 
expansionist language and views, and 
while the extent of the ideologue’s influ
ence on the Kremlin is unclear, he is some
times described as “Putin’s Brain.”

Both Mr. Dugin and his daughter have 
loudly backed the war against Ukraine.

Mr. Dugin was put on a Western sanc
tions list after Russia annexed Crimea in 
2014, a move he also backed.

Ms. Dugina was a political commentator 
for the International Eurasian Movement, 
which is led by her father.

In March, the U.S. Department of the 
Treasury’s Office of Foreign Assets Control 
(OFAC) sanctioned Ms. Dugina for “acting 
or purporting to act for or on behalf of the 
United World International (UWI) website.” 
She was a chief editor of that site.

The Treasury Department said that Ms. 
Dugina also contributed to a UWI article 
suggesting that Ukraine would “perish” if it 
was admitted to North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO).

(With reporting by RIA Novosti, AFP and 
TASS)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/dugina-death-rus-
sia-blames-ukraine/31999306.html).

(Continued from page 3)
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New Ukrainian Institute of Modern Art exhibit revisits Andreenko’s work
by Motria Melnyk

CHICAGO – The longawaited exhibit of 
Michel Andreenko (18941982), “Michel 
Andreenko: Revisited,” postponed for two 
years because of the pandemic, opened on 
June 18 at the Ukrainian Institute of 
Modern Art (UIMA).

Andreenko, one of the significant figures 
of 20th century modern art who is still 
unknown to many, was nonetheless a man 
who made his mark as an artist, stage set 
designer, vivid costume designer and writer.

The exhibit of 97 paintings, gouaches, 
watercolors, prints and over 250 prepara
tory sketches and documents are from the 
private collection of Dr. Alexandra and Dr. 
Andrew Ilkiw. It is the largest private collec
tion of Andreenko’s works in the United 
States.

The Ilkiws met Andreenko through a 
mutual friend and travelled to Europe sev
eral times to meet with him. Before his 
death, the artist expressed his wish to the 
Ilkiws that his entire collection be in the 
possession of Ukrainians in the diaspora 
and beyond Soviet reach.

Fortythree years ago, UIMA exhibited 

“Andreenko: An Exhibition of Works  Oils 
and Gouaches” from the private collection 
of the Ilkiws, which is comprised of 50 
works. The present exhibit reinforces the 
Ilkiws’ lifelong commitment to Andreenko 
and preserving his work.

Andreenko lived in a time when artists’ 
creativity was being suppressed by the 
Bolsheviks, and many artists who did not 

follow their brutal censorship were arrest
ed, imprisoned, sent to Siberia or killed by 
the Sovietera secret police, the KGB. 

And thus, he and many other Ukrainian 
artists, among them Alexis Grinchenko, 
Vassyl Khmelyuk and Sophia Zarycka, fled 
to Paris.  This group of World War l artist 
refugees was impoverished, without family 
or income. In Paris they found some oppor

tunities to promote their creativity and gain 
recognition.

However, even in Paris, the Soviets found 
Andreenko and offered him the role of 
spokesperson for Russian and Ukrainian 
artists in Paris. Knowing the Soviets’ inten
tion of identifying Ukrainian art as their 
own, Andreenko refused. He was told his 
name would disappear from art history, 
and, subsequently, 15 of his paintings were 
destroyed in a Lviv museum.  Even today 
the Russians continue the Bolshevik way of 
erasing Ukrainian culture and art by bomb
ing art museums, theatres and cultural 
institutions in Russian President Vladimir 
Putin’s unprovoked barbaric war on 
Ukraine. 

The objective of UIMA collaborating with 
the Ilkiws was to bring focus to Andreenko 
and provoke interest in an artist whose leg
acy is incomplete. A Renaissance man, 
Andreenko explored and painted in various 
styles – cubism, surrealism, neorealism, 
constructivism and abstraction. He was 
known for his stage sets and rich costume 
designs. He also authored short stories and 
articles on art.

For the art aesthete, UIMA’s east gallery 
offers a concurrent exhibit, “Michel 

The long-awaited exhibit “Michel Andreenko: Revisited,” postponed for two years because of the pandemic, opened on June 18 at 
the Ukrainian Institute of Modern Art (UIMA).

The long-awaited exhibit “Michel Andreenko: Revisited,” postponed for two years because of the pandemic, opened on June 18 at 
the Ukrainian Institute of Modern Art (UIMA).

An exhibit ,  “Michel  Andreenko: 
Revisited” that opened on June 18 at the 
Ukrainian Institute of Modern Art 
(UIMA), was curated by Adrienne 

Kochman, Ph.D.

An opening of the exhibit “Michel 
Andreenko: Revisited,” which opened on 
June 18 at the Ukrainian Institute of 
Modern Art (UIMA), included a brief 
musical performance by 17-year-old 

Dmytro Tsvyntarnyj.

Guests to an exhibit of Michel Andreen-
ko’s works at the Ukrainian Institute of 
Modern Art in Chicago were welcomed 

by museum President Motria Melnyk.

Courtesy of UIMA

(Continued on page 9)

including searching their phones?
Why would Ukraine target the Dugins, 

whose influence many have seen as both 
exaggerated and waning, when there are 
higherprofile proponents of the war in 
Russia?

These and other questions – as well as 
the dearth of hard evidence and the bewil
dering speed of the purported investigation 
– are leading some observers to speculate 
that the attack may be a sign of infighting 
within the Russian elite, as Moscow’s inva
sion of Ukraine, now beginning its seventh 
month, grinds on with unexpectedly high 
losses and few tangible victories.

“Most likely, the struggle between the 
‘peacemakers’ who insist on ending the 
war and … the ‘hawks,’ to which Mr. Dugin 
belongs, has escalated in Putin’s entou
rage,” Viktor Nebozhenko, a Kyivbased 
political analyst, told RFE/RL.

Putin’s decision to invade Ukraine, evi
dently made with the participation of just a 
handful of insiders, shocked many within 
the Russian elite. Putin, it is believed, 
expected to take Ukraine within days and 
install a proMoscow government in Kyiv.

As the invasion stalls and Russia suffers 
some highprofile setbacks, including the 
loss of the flagship of its Black Sea Fleet and 
of at least nine military aircraft at a base in 

the occupied Ukrainian region of Crimea, 
nationalist groups – which view Mr. Dugin 
as one of their leading ideologues – are 
openly complaining that Russia has made 
too little effort to subdue Ukraine and are 
pushing for more aggressive tactics.

Mr. Nebozhenko said those seeking a 
negotiated settlement with the West may 
have sought to “remove Mr. Dugin … to 
strengthen their position.”

Anton Shekhovtsov, an expert on 
Russian and Ukrainian rightwing move
ments, countered that, if Ms. Dugina’s death 
is the result of Kremlin infighting, then it 
would only play into the hands of those 
who want to escalate the war.

Tatiana Stanovaya, a Russian political 
analyst, agreed. She said that Ms. Dugina’s 
death will provoke the “radicalization of the 
conservative camp.”

Who is Aleksandr Dugin?

Mr. Dugin is a farright Russian author, 
former professor and ideologue who some 
say helped sow the seeds of Russia’s inva
sion of Ukraine.

His call for the creation of an authoritari
an Eurasian state incorporating Ukraine 
and led by Moscow found support among 
some elements of the Russian elite.

“Mr. Dugin’s ideology has influenced a 
whole generation of conservative and radi
cal activists and politicians, who, if given 
the chance, would fight to adapt its core 
principles as state policy,” analysts Anton 

Barbashin and Hannah Thoburn wrote in a 
March 2014 article.

His neoEurasianist movement has been 
described by political scientists as fascist, 
and Mr. Dugin has readily espoused vio
lence.

In the early stages of the Moscow
backed uprising in eastern Ukraine in 2014, 
Mr. Dugin told Russian state television that 
“Ukrainians need to be killed, killed, killed.”

Putin has sometimes echoed Mr. Dugin’s 
expansionist language and views, but the 
extent of the ideologue’s influence on the 
Kremlin leader is unclear.

Some analysts say the ideologue’s influ
ence peaked around 2014, when he 
expressed frustration with what he saw as 
Putin’s wavering support for the proMos
cow separatists in eastern Ukraine.

In July 2014, Mr. Dugin warned that the 
separatists could lose the war against 
Ukrainian government forces without more 
backing and said the Kremlin’s hesitation “is 
seen as a sign of betrayal by the patriots.”

He warned at the time that a Russian 
“war [with Ukraine] is inevitable. Either we 
start to fight now, or we shall have to fight 
later.”

That same frustration among Russian 
conservatives and nationalists with the 
Kremlin is again coming to the fore as 
Ukraine grinds Russia’s invasion to a crawl 
and carries out successful counterattacks.

Some analysts interpret the August 20 
car bombing that killed Ms. Dugina as a gov

ernment message to those rightwing ele
ments that could potentially stir up trouble.

Andrei Piontkovsky, a political analyst 
and Kremlin critic, called the murder of Ms. 
Dugina a “warning” by the Russian security 
services to her father for his criticism of 
Putin.

Mr. Piontkovsky described the FSB claim 
that Ms. Vovk killed Ms. Dugina as “mon
strous in its selfrevealing stupidity.”

Still, Ms. Stanovaya said that Ms. 
Dugina’s murder will only serve to deepen 
the dissatisfaction of rightwing elements 
who are exasperated with the war effort 
and build support for a more radicalized 
Russian leadership.

She warned that the frequency and bru
tality of ideological conflicts in Russia will 
only rise.

In his first public statement after his 
daughter’s killing, Mr. Dugin seemed to jus
tify such concerns.

“Our hearts are not simply thirsting for 
revenge or retribution,” he wrote on August 
23. “We only need victory [over Ukraine]. 
My daughter sacrificed her maiden life on 
the altar of victory. So, please win!”

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/russia-dugina-
ukrainian-women-claims-skepticism-fsb-
infighting/32001331.html).

(Continued from page 3)
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Following performances in bomb shelters, young Ukrainian actors stage play in U.S.
by Ihor N. Stelmach

HARTFORD, Conn. – They were discov
ered by a New York Times photo essay 
which documented nine Ukrainian chil
dren performing a play in a bomb shelter 
in Lviv, Ukraine, two months after Russia 
launched its fullscale war on Ukraine on 
February 24.

In the middle of a war, the group decid
ed to put on a play.

Terry Greiss, executive director and co
founder of the Irondale Center in Fort 
Greene, N.Y., quickly concluded he wanted 
to bring that play and the children to 
Brooklyn. Three months later, the young 
Ukrainian actors and their guardians land
ed in New York.

The play, “Mom on Skype,” tells the true 
stories of Ukrainian “social orphans,” chil
dren who have been separated from their 
parents by forces other than death. The 
play was finalized right before Russia 
invaded Ukraine and the premiere was 
scheduled for early March. The war’s onset 
created chaos and led to an abrupt change 
in plans.

The play’s director, Oleh Oneshchak, an 
arts teacher turned activeduty soldier, was 
approached at the end of March by a friend 
who suggested reviving the play and stag
ing it in the bomb shelter of his business in 
Lviv. Mr. Oneshchak and his wife, Mariia, 
managed to round up the group of actors, 
aged 1014, for rehearsals and a perfor
mance.

The stories of “Mom on Skype” are 
based on the youngsters’ truelife experi
ences. There are seven narratives from 
seven children that tell the stories of how 
their parents would leave them and travel 
through Europe to earn money. Most of the 
stories do not have happy endings. The 
children attempt to tell the story about 
their life in a positive manner, feigning hap
piness to hide their parents’ absence.

The underlining message of the play is 
that parents do not have to make lots of 
money to give their children gifts for their 
happiness – the most important gift they 
can give their children is their physical 
presence.

The war with Russia changed the play’s 
context, reassessing the importance and 
value of families being together.

The play was finally staged at the end of 
April with Mr. Oneshchak taking time away 
from his army duties whenever possible to 
assist with rehearsals. The group managed 
to raise funds for the production and for 
Ukraine’s Armed Forces. Shortly after the 
performance, Mr. Oneshchak was contact
ed by Mr. Greiss, who proposed bringing 
the troupe to Brooklyn. The director, the 
actors and their families were thrilled 
beyond belief.

Money was raised for travel expenses to 
fly first to Poland, then to the U.S. It took 

the personal involvement of New York Sen. 
Chuck Shumer and Rep. Hakeem Jeffries to 
secure the necessary visa requirements.

Ms. Oneshchak, the eight young actors 
and two chaperones enjoyed music and 
sunshine at a performing arts sleepaway 
camp in Connecticut. The Ukrainian young
sters were quick to make friends with 
American children at the summer camp, 
singing, acting and performing, gaining 
much cultural enrichment. Ms. Oneshchak 
spent some time teaching the American 
campers Ukrainian songs and select words 
and phrases in her native language.

The actors performed their play in 
Ivoryton, Conn.; Yonkers and Brooklyn, 
N.Y.; Jenkintown, Pa.; Brookline, Mass.; and 
Hartford, Conn.

Mr. Oneshchak, being an enlisted soldier 
in Ukraine’s armed forces, did not receive 
permission to leave his country and thus 
could not join his family and group of 
actors in the U.S. He summed up his rea
sons for wanting to leave his native land 
and military commitment in the middle of 
a war with the following statement given to 
Brooklyn Paper’s Kirstyn Brendlen.

“There are many actors and professions 
of culture who are in the army right now, 
who are fighting. But at the same time, 
there’s a need for people who will go abroad 
and who will tell [the world more] about 
what is happening [in Ukraine],” he said.

The play raises the topic of social 
orphanhood as a result of labor migration 
and, more broadly, its delves into the issue 
of a communication gap between parents 
and their children. Since Russia’s unpro
voked invasion of Ukraine, the play has 
evolved and has provided audiences with 
different interpretations of the content.

The teenagers who were preparing and 
rehearsing for the play back in January 
were very much affected by the onset of 

the armed conflict. When they heard of the 
opportunity to take part in the play, there 
was a desire to somehow assist the 
Ukrainian military’s mission of achieving 
peace in their homeland. The eight 
Ukrainian youngsters perform their play 
and raise funds for the Ukrainian Armed 
Forces with an ultimate goal of purchasing 
a fighter jet to better protect the heavens 
above Ukraine.

Finale in Hartford

On a midAugust Friday evening, nearly 
150 Ukrainians from the greater Hartford, 
Conn., community gathered at the 
Ukrainian National Home for a final U.S. 
performance of “Mom on Skype.” Those 
attending were greeted at the hall entrance 
area by eight Ukrainian youngsters singing 
Ukrainian songs. Once seated inside the 
hall, a most original and entertaining theat
rical show captivated the audience for well 
over 90 minutes.

Following a few brief musical pieces 
accompanied by keyboard, accordion and a 
drum, as well as a couple of snippets of 
children addressing the absence of their 
parents, Khrystyna Hniedko performed the 
first narrative, which was told from the 
perspective of a girl named Sofia, who lives 

with a neighbor but takes some solace in 
her mother’s available status indicator on 
Skype.

Valeriia Khozhempa inhabits one of a 
group of leftbehind children who see 
themselves as the “Kings of villages and 
pastures,” although others view them less 
generously.

Margarita Kuzma spun a tale of longing 
to investigate the house of a frightened 
neighbor and his mother.  Hanna 
Oneshchak related the tale of a girl whom 
the other children regard as using tears 
and a pretty face to get what she wants, 
which is to be part of their pack. Sofiia Goy 
and Anastasiia Mysiuha play sisters, one of 
whom is a dreamer who enjoys choosing 
imagined families from among people 
passing through their town.

Cats infuse Nikol Bodiuk’s narrative, 
from its comic prologue to its account of a 
boy who lives with his declining grand
mother and fantasizes about impressing 
his mother by training a kitten or maybe a 
whole troupe of cats, to perform for her if 
and when she returns. In this section of the 
performance, there was a recitation of a 
humorous poem by sevenyearold Oleksii 
Oneshchak, pulled off with impressive 
speed.

Most of “Mom on Skype” is in Ukrainian 
with English subtitles. The production 
included short musical interludes that 
divided the narratives, allowing all eight 
cast members to be featured.

The show concluded with a patriotic, 
propeace song written and performed, 
mostly in English, by 12yearold Hanna 
Oneshchak, who combined passionate 
delivery with technical expertise. The audi
ence was quite moved by this portion of 
the show, which underlined the need to 
continue supporting Ukraine.

“Mom on Skype” was truly a singular 
example of the ways that theater can con
nect people and change lives.

The event collected well over $5,000 for 
the youngsters’ ambitious goal of purchas
ing a fighter jet for the Ukrainian military.

Granted 10year visas to the United 
States, Ms. Oneshchak and her ensemble of 
actors and assistants promised a return 
engagement in 2023 depending on the sit
uation in Ukraine a year from now.

Andreenko and Ukrainian Artists in Paris.” 
Paintings taken from UIMA’s permanent 
collection highlight Andreenko and other 
contemporary artists refugees in Paris. 
They include Alexis Gritchenko, Sophia 
Zarytska (Omelchenko), Severyn Borachok, 
Mykola Hlushchenko, Mykola Butovych, 
Mykhailo Moroz, Andriy Solohub, Liuboslav 
Hutsaliuk and Themistocle Wirsta.

Both exhibits were curated by Adrienne 
Kochman, Ph.D., UIMA curator.

Andreenko’s paintings can be found in 
the City Museum of Modern Art and the 
Arsenal Library in Paris, the National 
Library in Vienna, the Victoria and Albert 
Museum in London, the Metropolitan 
Museum in New York, the National 
Museum in Lviv, and other Ukrainian émi
gré museums and private art collections,

Guests to the exhibit were welcomed by 
UIMA President Motria Melnyk, followed 
by curator, Adrienne Kochman, who gave 
an overview of Andreenko’s life and cre
ativity.

A brief musical performance by 17year
old Dmytro Tsvyntarnyj, who played the 
viola like a virtuoso, amazed the audience.

A catalogue of the “Michel Andreenko: 
Revisited” exhibition, published by Rodovid 
Press, can be purchased online at https://
uimachicago.org/ catalogues.

Further information on both exhibitions, 
which will be open until September 25, can 
be found at uimachicago.org.

(Continued from page 8)

New Ukrainian...

Dr. Alexandra and Dr. Andrew Ilkiw’s 
private collection of Michel Andreenko’s 
work includes paintings, gouaches, water-
colors, prints and preparatory sketches 
and documents. According to officials at 
the Ukrainian Institute of Modern Art, it 
is the largest private collection of 
Andreenko’s works in the United States.

Courtesy of UIMA

open in the air, spreading numerous bomb
lets or submunitions over a wide area.

Since many bomblets remain initially 
unexploded, they can indiscriminately 
maim and kill military personnel and civil
ians alike, including children.

Neither Russia nor Ukraine is party to 
the 2008 Convention on Cluster Munitions 
that prohibits this type of ammunition and 
has been ratified so far by 110 countries 
and signed by 13 more.

“Russia’s widespread use of cluster 
munitions in Ukraine is a sobering remind

er of what the Convention needs to over
come if it is to succeed in ending the human 
suffering these indiscriminate weapons 
cause,” said Mary Wareham, advocacy 
director of the Arms Division of Human 
Rights Watch.

“All countries should condemn the use of 
these weapons under any circumstances,” 
she added.

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/russia-ukraine-
invasion-chaplyne-cluster-munitions/ 
32003679.html).

(Continued from page 4)

Ukraine says...

A musical interlude featured all eight cast members of the play “Mom on Skype,” 
which was performed in Hartford, Conn.

Ihor Stelmach
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RFE/RL: What is the current status of 
Sergei Beseda then?

Mr. Soldatov: As far as we can see, he’s 
out of prison. He still has his rank of gener
al [but] he’s not in control of his depart
ment. He has been seen publicly and within 
the FSB, essentially to send the message 
that he’s still there and that’s basically his 
role now.

RFE/RL: Is he still doing his job as the 
head of the Ukraine directorate?

Mr. Soldatov: No, you have his deputies 
doing [his duties]. He’s just there to be 
present and show that he’s not in prison 
[anymore].

RFE/RL: So how did Russian intelli
gence manage to get things so wrong? Was 
it simply wishful thinking or something 
else at play?

Mr. Soldatov: It’s important to under
stand here that the FSB has never been a 
really good information service. Rather, 
they’ve been really good as an instrument 
[of repression]. They know how to sup
press people, how to send them to jail, how 
to kill people, but to collect intelligence 
requires a different set of skills.

You also need a slightly different system 
of government for that to work. You need to 
have a system of sharing of intelligence 
[and] you need to have generals who [are] 
trusted by the rank and file, which is not 
the case right now.

For many years, there has been a crisis 
of generations inside the FSB. Putin 
appointed the most important generals to 
run the FSB back in the early 2000s and 
some of them are still holding the same 
positions. That means you have ambitious 
colonels and majors and they do not under
stand how they can get into new positions.

This also [breeds a culture] of distrust 
where even if they know something is not 
right – for instance, around public support 
for the invasion of Ukraine – they will tell 
their superiors what they expect to hear. 
That goes all the way up to the Kremlin.

Generals like Mr. Beseda also under
stand that they need to please Putin and 
they also know that Putin introduced selec
tive repressions back in the fall of 2016, 
which means lots of people have been 
oppressed, including those inside the FSB. 
There have been colonels and even gener
als punished by the Kremlin not for the fail
ure to do their job, but for economic crimes.

The outcome is that this creates a cli
mate where no one is willing to risk their 
career for telling the truth.

RFE/RL: So where does that leave us? 
Russian intelligence had extensive net
works across Ukraine before the invasion. 
What do those look like today and moving 
forward?

Mr. Soldatov: Before the war, the FSB 
relied mostly on bribing people and culti
vating contacts in political parties [and gov
ernment agencies] in Ukraine. Now this 
game [has] completely changed.

What we see now is something not seen 
since Chechnya or the end of the Second 
World War, which is the use of huge filtra
tion camps.

The reason to have these filtration 
camps is not only to process people and to 
identify potential Ukrainian spies, but also 
an opposite use. The FSB has always 
approached using filtration camps as a 
way to recruit people. These [are] huge 
facilities where you process lots of civil
ians [and] it’s an opportunity to approach 
and apply physical or psychological pres
sure on them and recruit large numbers of 
new contacts.

That’s what the FSB is trying to do right 
now and then potentially use this new net
work of agents on the ground. How suc

(Continued from page 4)

How Russia’s... cessful it can be is a good question, but it’s 
a problem that Ukraine will have to deal 
with as large numbers of people who went 
through these camps come back.

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 

with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/russia-intelligence-
agencies-ukraine-war-six-months/ 32003 
096.html).
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support for the sovereignty and territorial 
integrity of Ukraine.”

Mr. Zelenskyy said the men also dis
cussed the export of Ukrainian grain, which 
has been blockaded by the Russian military 
from leaving the country, a move that could 
trigger a global food shortage.

“We outlined possible directions for the 
further development of the grain export 
initiative – its improvement, increasing the 
level of security of its implementation. This 
is a global need – to increase the number of 
ships that safely export Ukrainian food. Our 
state is ready to be and will be the guaran
tor of global food security,” Mr. Zelenskyy 
said at a press conference following the 
meeting in Lviv.

Mr. Zelenskyy said that Messrs. Guterres 
and Erdogan also condemned Russia’s theft 
of food in the temporarily occupied territo
ry of Ukraine and emphasize the inadmissi
bility of any trade of stolen Ukrainian grain.

After partially opening the Russian 
blockade of the Black Sea, Ukraine man
aged to send 24 vessels with grain through 
designated maritime corridors, according 
to the Odesa regional administration. The 
United Nations participated in negotiations 
to stem a possible global food crisis.

Mr. Guterres said the U.N. was working 
to help highly vulnerable people from all 
corners of the world ensure they have food 
for the coming winter. He called on Russia 
and Ukraine to continue taking all mea
sures to implement the U.N. initiative.

After the meeting in Lviv, Mr. Guterres 
visited Odesa, one of the main ports 
involved in exporting grain from Ukraine.

Mr. Erdoğan underscored the impor
tance of the grain export agreements, 
which allowed vessels with Ukrainian food 
to move through the Black Sea. He said the 
meeting participants discussed “the possi
bility of converting the positive atmosphere 
created by the agreements in Istanbul into 
a stable peace” throughout Ukraine.

Mr. Erdoğan said the agreements on 
grain export could be the first step toward 
a diplomatic solution to Russia’s war on 
Ukraine. The Turkish president said that 
his country is ready to become a mediator 
in the negotiations between Ukraine and 
Russia. He proposed having talks between 
both countries take place in Istanbul.

“We separately indicated the interna
tional community’s support for the restora
tion of the diplomatic process. I hope that 
the war will finally be concluded at the 
negotiating table. Messrs. Zelenskyy and 
Guterres agree with this. The whole point is 
to determine the shortest and fairest way 
to the negotiating table,” Mr. Erdoğan said 
at a briefing in Lviv.

Mr. Zelenskyy said there is a possible 
window for peace negotiations.

“But in this window, only Russian weap
ons are killing Ukrainians. They cannot 
really want peace when they are bombing 
our cities and killing our residents. They 
should leave our territories first, and then 
we will see,” the president said.

Despite the historic agreement on 
unblocking sea routes for grain export, the 
day after the deal was signed in Istanbul on 
July 22, the Russian military launched 
cruise missiles at the Odesa port, damaging 
the port’s infrastructure.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
Ukraine said the missile attack on Odesa 
was Putin’s “spit” in the face of Messrs. 
Erdogan and Guterres, who have spent sig
nificant time working to reach an agree
ment on the export of grain from Ukraine.

Apart from the grain exports, parties the 
three men also discussed in detail the situa
tion at the Zaporizhia nuclear power plant, 
Europe’s largest. Reports from various 
media sources, including RFE/RL, said that 

Moscow is working to disconnect the sta
tion from the Ukrainian power system and 
start moving that power to Crimea instead.

The capture of the power plant by the 
Russian military began on the evening of 
March 3. By the following morning, the 
plant was under Moscow’s control.

Immediately after Russia took control of 
the power plant, Ukrainian nuclear officials 
began recording largescale nuclear and 
radiation safety violations.

By the end of May, the Russian military 
had placed about 50 units of heavy equip
ment and more than 500 soldiers on the 
territory of the facility. Ukrainian officails 
have claimed that the Russians set up a mil
itary base with an arsenal of heavy weap
ons at the civilian nuclear facility and are 
using it as a human shield, shelling the 
nearby city of Nikopol.

“Nuclear security is an absolute priority 
for everyone in the world, new challenges, 
and Russia must immediately and without 
any conditions withdraw its troops from 
the territory of the ZNPP [Zaporizhia 
Nuclear Power Plant], stop all provocations, 
all shelling. It is unacceptable that Russia is 
deliberately putting all of us on the brink of 
a global radiation disaster,” Mr. Zelenskyy 
said.

The U.N. secretary general and the 
Ukrainian president previously announced 
they agreed to the parameters of an 
International Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA) mission to the Zaporizhia nuclear 
power plant, RFE/RL reported earlier.

“Nuclear blackmail of Russia should def
initely be a decisive argument for everyone 
who still doubted that Russia deserves offi
cial recognition as a terrorist state and the 
corresponding political and legal attitude,” 
Mr. Zelenskyy said.

The Turkish leader expressed concern 
about the situation around the Zaporizhia 
plant, and he emphasized the need to 
ensure that another nuclear tragedy similar 
to the accident at the Chornobyl nuclear 
power plant does not occur.

Mr. Guterres urged Ukraine and Russia 
to refrain from any actions that could 
endanger the physical integrity and safety 
of the nuclear plant, and he stressed that its 
facilities should not be used during any mil
itary operations.

“It is necessary to ensure the withdrawal 
of equipment and personnel from the terri
tory of the nuclear power plant. This terri
tory must be demilitarized,” said Mr. 
Guterres following his meeting with the 
Ukrainian and Turkish presidents.

The three men also paid considerable 
attention to the issue of the protection and 
liberation of Ukrainian prisoners of war 
held by Russia.

Mr. Zelenskyy called on Mr. Guterres to 
take all possible measures and involve all 
U.N. mechanisms to return Ukrainian pris
oners to their homes.

“We agreed with the secretary general 
on the need to send a factfinding mission 
to Olenivka as soon as possible, where 
Russia committed one of the most heinous 
terrorist attacks against Ukrainians. And I 
emphasize: all international organizations 
must do everything to gain access to the 
places of detention of Ukrainian citizens, in 
particular, this applies to the socalled fil
tration camps,” Mr. Zelenskyy said.

The U.N. secretary general called the 
events that took place on July 29 in the 
occupied town of Olenivka in the Donbas 
region of Ukraine unacceptable.

He said that a decision was made to 
organize a mission headed by the experi
enced Brazilian Gen. Santos Cruz to estab
lish the facts of what occurred in Olenivka, 
where a missile strike on a detention cen
ter in late July killed dozens of Ukrainian 
prisoners of war. Olenivka is controlled by 
Moscowbacked separatists.

Russia has said that Ukraine’s military 
used U.S.supplied precision rocket launch

(Continued from page 1)

Erdogan...

tor increased between May and July when 
two separate surveys were conducted.

Even among residents of the south (the 
Dnipropetrovsk, Zaporizhia, Mykolayiv, 
Odesa, and Kherson regions), 77 percent 
oppose concessions. Among residents of 
the east (Kharkiv and the Kyivcontrolled 
parts of the Donetsk and Luhansk regions) 
– 82 percent do not accept concessions.

Moreover, the data indicates that as 
many as 61 percent of Ukrainians support 
opposing Russian aggression until all of 
Ukraine – including the Black Sea peninsu
la of Crimea that Moscow illegally annexed 
in 2014 – is under Kyiv’s control. Some 
12.2 percent were willing to accept 
Moscow’s continued occupation of Crimea, 
while 8.6 percent argued for the restora
tion of all territory captured by Russia 
since February 24. Just under 15 percent 
were willing to accept an immediate cease
fire along the current lines of conflict with 
both sides pledging to enter longterm 
peace talks.

However, Mr. Hrushetskiy stresses that 

one’s war experiences make a difference. 
The greater feeling of insecurity one has for 
oneself and one’s family, the more likely 
one is to accept an immediate ceasefire 
and the implied territorial concessions.

About 75 percent of those who feel the 
most personally secure urge fighting on 
until all of Ukraine is retaken. Some 46 per
cent of those who feel the least secure sup
port this notion.

Almost 30 percent of those who say they 
feel “very insecure” and more than 10 per
cent of those who feel “insecure” said they 
favor an immediate ceasefire.

Six months into the largescale war with 
Russia, 40 percent of Ukrainians believe the 
situation in Ukraine is “improving.” Some 
29 percent believe “in some ways, it is 
improving, and in some ways, it is getting 
worse,” while 22 percent believe that things 
are getting worse.

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukrainian-unity-
identity-poll-russian-invasion/32001348.
html).

(Continued from page 3)

Hard-won unity...

United Nations human rights chief 
Michelle Bachelet on August 25 called on 
Russian President Vladimir Putin to put an 
end to armed attacks on Ukraine and said 
the Zaporizhia nuclear plant must be 
demilitarized.

Recent fighting around the Zaporizhia 
plant – Europe’s largest nuclear station – 
has triggered fears of a catastrophic inci
dent.

The invasion has resulted in unprece
dented Western economic sanctions that 
have pummeled the Russian economy and 
isolated Moscow internationally. The inva
sion has also prompted vast amounts of 
Western aid, support and weaponry, bol
stering Ukrainian defenses.

The United States, the largest single pro
vider of weaponry, announced another $3 
billion in new U.S. military aid, a mammoth 
package that puts U.S. assistance at nearly 
$12 billion since February 24.

British Prime Minister Boris Johnson, 

who made an unannounced trip to Kyiv to 
help mark the occasion, pledged continued 
British support. London has also been a 
major supplier of weaponry and aid to 
Ukraine.

“What happens in Ukraine matters to us 
all. That is why I am in Kyiv today,” he said 
in a tweet. “I believe Ukraine can and will 
win this war.”

Since February 24, Russia has tightened 
its grip on Ukraine’s southern and eastern 
territories, though more recently, Western 
military officials say, the conflict has turned 
into a stalemate.

In his address, Mr. Zelenskyy vowed that 
Ukrainians will fight “until the end” and only 
stop once the entire country is reunited.

(With reporting by Reuters, AP, AFP, 
CNN and dpa)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/russia-ukraine-
invasion-chaplyne-cluster-munitions/ 
32003679.html).

(Continued from page 1)

At least 25 killed...

ers to target the prison in Olenivka.
The Ukrainian military said it did not 

conduct any rocket or artillery strikes on 
Olenivka. Ukraine has accused Russia of 
shelling the prison to cover up the alleged 
torture and execution of Ukrainians there.

“All prisoners of war receive protection 
in accordance with the norms of interna
tional humanitarian law. The International 
Committee of the Red Cross must gain 
access to prisoners of war, no matter where 
they are held,” Mr. Guterres said.

Messrs. Guterres, Erdogan and Zelens
kyy also discussed the establishment of a 
special tribunal to document Russian 
crimes against Ukraine.

“I am convinced that without these 
instruments, it will not be possible to 
restore the international legal order after 
this war and to protect international law 
from the encroachments of other potential 
terrorist states,” Mr. Zelenskyy said.

Mr. Guterres also emphasized that 
Russia’s invasion was a violation of 
Ukraine’s territorial integrity, as well as the 
U.N. Charter.

“This war has already led to a huge num
ber of victims, to huge destruction, to the 
emergence of an internally displaced popu
lation. A significant violation of human 
rights also accompanies it. People need 

peace. Peace in accordance with the U.N. 
Charter and international law,” he said.

Following the press conference with the 
three leaders, Ukraine’s Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Dmytro Kuleba posted a video 
describing the atmosphere of the meeting 
in Lviv.

“The informal, real involvement of both 
Messrs. Erdogan and Guterres is impres
sive. Indeed, they sincerely empathize and 
want to solve problems,” Mr. Kuleba said of 
the meeting between the three men.

Mr. Kuleba also stressed that neither Mr. 
Guterres nor Mr. Erdogan pushed Ukraine 
to make concessions to Russia.

“There was no such thing,” Mr. Kuleba 
said.

For Mr. Erdoğan, it was the first visit to 
Ukraine since the beginning of the fullscale 
Russian war on Ukraine that began on 
February 24. The meeting was also attend
ed by Ukraine’s and Turkey’s ministers of 
foreign affairs, defense and infrastructure.

Media representatives who attended the 
postmeeting briefing underwent a strict 
security check. The meeting at the Potocki 
Palace in Lviv occurred under heightened 
security measures, as the area around the 
building was blocked off. Prior to the meet
ing, cars with Turkish license plates could 
be seen throughout Lviv.
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provided no proof or evidence, and did not 
provide further details. There was no 
immediate reaction to the allegations by 
Ukrainian officials. The plant has been 
under Russian control since March 4, near
ly two weeks after Russia invaded Ukraine. 
Ukrainian engineers have been allowed to 
continue operating the plant under Russian 
supervision. Russia’s National Guard, a 
domestic police force controlled by a long
time ally of President Vladimir Putin, has 
been deployed in parts of occupied Ukraine 
to help impose order and root out dissent. 
A third person was also arrested at the 
plant on suspicion of providing Ukrainian 
armed forces with information about the 
movement of Russian military equipment 
in the area, the statement said. The 
Zaporizhia facility is Europe’s largest nucle
ar power plant. It’s been the site of fighting 
between Russian and Ukrainian forces in 
recent weeks, sparking fears of a nuclear 
disaster. Both Ukraine and Russia have 
accused each other of shelling the plant. 
The United Nations has offered to help 
facilitate a visit by International Atomic 
Energy Agency inspectors, but Moscow has 
insisted that the inspectors travel to the 
plant via Russiancontrolled territory rath
er than Ukraine proper. Ukraine’s nuclear 
agency, Enerhoatom, said last week that 

Russia was planning to disconnect the facil
ity from Ukraine’s power grid, a move that 
would deprive the rest of the country of a 
major source of electricity. (RFE/RL)

Court orders Russians and Ukrainian held

An Albanian court has ordered two 
Russians and a Ukrainian held in custody 
pending an investigation by authorities into 
what they were doing at a former weapons 
manufacturing plant. In his August 24 rul
ing, Judge Pajtime Fetahu granted a request 
by prosecutors to detain them amid allega
tions of “securing secret information of mil
itary or any other character in order to be 
supplied to a foreign power, which violates 
the country’s independence.” The arrest of 
the three, on August 20, caused alarm in 
Albania, a member of the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization (NATO) and a support
er of Ukraine in its defense against Russia’s 
sixmonthold invasion. The two Russians 
were identified in court documents as 
25yearold Mikhail Zorin, and 33yearold 
Svetlana Timofoeva. The Ukrainian was 
identified as Fedir Mykhaylov. His age was 
not provided. They were arrested inside or 
near the former military plant in Gramsh, 
80 kilometers south of the capital, Tirana. 
The suspects had taken photos of the plant. 
Authorities said that Mr. Zorin, who had 
entered the plant, used pepper spray on 
two military guards trying to capture him. 
Ms. Timofoeva and Mr. Mykhaylov were 

(Continued on page 15)
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President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, mean
while, accused Russia of launching a missile 
strike that hit the Chaplyne railway station 
in the southern Dnipropetrovsk region, kill
ing at least 22 people and wounding more 
than 50.

“Chaplyne is our pain today. As of this 
moment, there are 22 dead, five of them 
burned in a railway car,” he said in his 
nightly video address. “Search and rescue 
operations at the railway station will con
tinue. We will definitely make the occupiers 
answer for everything they have done. And 
we will certainly throw out the invaders 
from our land.”

Earlier, acknowledging the heavy toll 
since the February 24 invasion, Mr. 
Zelenskyy vowed his “reborn” country 
would fight Russian troops “until the end.”

“During these six months, we changed 
history, changed the world and changed 
ourselves. ... We started to respect our
selves. We understood that, despite any 
help and support, no one but us will fight 
for our independence. And we united,” Mr. 
Zelenskyy said in a recorded address 
broadcast to the nation.

The commander in chief of Ukraine’s 
armed forces said this week that about 
9,000 Ukrainian troops had been killed in 
six months of fighting.

Kyiv and several other big cities have 
banned public celebrations amid warnings 
that Russia would use the occasion to strike 
civilian and government infrastructure.

In the Ukrainian capital, authorities 
staged a display of wrecked and captured 
Russian military vehicles and tanks on 
Kyiv’s famed Khreshchatyk Street, as a 
reminder of Moscow’s failed attempt to 
capture the capital.

The invasion has resulted in unprece
dented Western sanctions that have pum
meled the Russian economy and isolated 
Moscow internationally. The invasion has 
also prompted vast amounts of Western 
aid, support and weaponry, bolstering 
Ukrainian defenses.

The United States, the largest single pro
vider of weaponry, announced another $3 
billion in new military aid, a mammoth 
package that puts U.S. assistance at nearly 
$12 billion since February 24.

“On behalf of all Americans, I congratu
late the people of Ukraine on their 
Independence Day,” President Joe Biden 
said in a statement announcing the pack
age. “The United States of America is com
mitted to supporting the people of Ukraine 
as they continue the fight to defend their 
sovereignty.”

British Prime Minister Boris Johnson, 
who made an unannounced trip to Kyiv to 
help mark the occasion, pledged continued 
British support. London has also been a 
major supplier of weaponry and aid to 
Ukraine.

What happens in Ukraine matters to us 
all. That is why I am in Kyiv today,” he said 
in a post on Twitter. “I believe Ukraine can 

and will win this war.”
North Atlantic Treaty Organization 

(NATO) Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg 
paid tribute “to all those who have lost 
their lives or been wounded and to all 
Ukrainian men and women who are fight
ing for their country, their freedom and 
their loved ones.”

“You can continue to count on NATO’s 
support for as long as it takes,” he said.

Russia has cited Ukraine’s aspirations to 
join NATO as one of the pretexts for invad
ing.

In 2014, following months of street pro
tests that led to the ouster of the country’s 
proRussian resident, Moscow annexed 
Ukraine’s Crimea peninsula and backed 
Russia loyalists/unionists who seized parts 
of the eastern Donetsk and Luhansk 
regions.

Since February 24, Russia has tightened 
its grip on Ukraine’s southern and eastern 
territories, though more recently, Western 
military officials say, the conflict has turned 
into a stalemate.

In his address, Mr. Zelenskyy vowed that 
Ukrainians will fight “until the end” and only 
stop once the entire country is reunited.

“Every new day is a new reason not to 
give up. Because, having gone through so 
much, we have no right not to reach the end. 
What is the end of the war for us? We used 
to say: peace. Now we say: victory,” he said.

Pope Francis, speaking at his weekly gen
eral audience on August 24, urged “concrete 
steps” to end the “madness,” and called for 
measures to avert the risk of a “nuclear 
disaster” at the Zaporizhia power plant.

Recent fighting around the Zaporizhia 
plant – Europe’s largest nuclear station – 
has triggered fears of a catastrophic inci
dent.

Shattering the anniversary mood, Russia 
continued to pound civilian targets across 
Ukraine, where air raid sirens wailed inter
mittently.

“Air and missile strikes by the Russian 
occupiers against civilian objectives on the 
territory of Ukraine continue,” the General 
Staff of the Ukrainian Armed Forces said in 
a statement. “Do not ignore air warning 
signals.”

Russian forces also attacked Ukrainian 
positions near Bakhmut and Kodema in the 
Donetsk region, as well as in the direction 
of the settlements of Pisky and Nevelske, 
the statement said.

Russian air defenses shot down an 
unspecified number of Ukrainian drones 
near the Crimean city of Sevastopol late on 
August 23, the Moscowappointed Sevas
topol governor Mikhail Razvozhayev said.

The reports could not be independently 
confirmed.

(With reporting by Reuters, AP, AFP, 
CNN and dpa)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-marks-
independence-six-months-invasion/320019 
93.html).

(Continued from page 1)
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arrested outside the complex. Police said 
they seized their vehicle, a laptop, cash, two 
drones and other evidence. The Gramsh 
military plant opened in 1962 to produce 
AK47 rifles and other weapons. It stopped 
production after the fall of communism in 
1990, and began to dismantle the weapons. 
The plant is still used to repair other mili
tary weapons, but there is no longer any 
production there. Local media reported 
that the three suspects entered Albania 
from different border entrances and then 
stayed near the plant. An official from the 
Ukrainian Embassy in Tirana, who was 
present at the hearing, said the Ukrainian 
suspect was innocent, saying that Mr. 

Mykhaylov only served as the Russians’ 
driver. Known publicly by her pseudonym 
“Lana Sator,” Ms. Timofoeva is known as an 
urban explorer, photographing spectacular 
images from inside sometimes tightly 
guarded military sites. In 2012, she snuck 
into a Russian rocket factory and posted 
striking images from its interior. She’s been 
based in Georgia since Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine on February 24. (RFE/RL’s Balkan 
Service, with reporting by AP)

Superyacht linked to Russian auctioned

A $75 million superyacht owned by 
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sanctioned Russian steel tycoon Dmitry 
Pumpyansky has been sold at an auction in 
Gibraltar, the first sale of a Russian oli
garch’s assets seized since Moscow 
launched its ongoing unprovoked invasion 
of Ukraine in late February. Howe Robinson 
Partners, which oversaw the auction, said 
on August 23 that 63 bids were placed at 
an auction to sell the 72.5meter Axioma 
superyacht that was confiscated from Mr. 
Pumpyansky, a close associate of Russian 
President Vladimir Putin, in March after the 
imposition of sanctions by Britain, the 
United States and the European Union. The 
winning bid and the name of the buyer 
were not disclosed. Detailed information 
on the deal is expected to be made public in 
10 to 14 days. The yacht was seized by the 
Gibraltarian government due to a legal 
claim by U.S. investment bank JP Morgan, 
which said Mr. Pumpyansky’s holding com
pany, Pyrene Investments, owed it more 
than $20 million. JP Morgan asked 
Gibraltar’s courts to seize and sell the 
yacht, saying that, because Mr. Pumpyansky 
had been subjected to sanctions, the terms 
of the loan had been breached as it legally 
could not accept loan repayments from 
Pyrene. Mr. Pumpyansky was the owner 
and chairman of the steelpipe manufactur
er OAO TMK, the world’s biggest steelpipe 
producer and a supplier to the Russian 
stateowned energy company Gazprom. He 
left the post and stopped being a beneficia
ry of the company after international sanc
tions were imposed against him in March. 
The United States and the European Union 
have stepped up a crackdown on Russian 
oligarchs following Putin’s invasion of 
Ukraine. They have moved to seize luxury 
estates, superyachts and aircraft of Russian 
billionaires known to have ties to Putin in 
an effort to pressure people close to him 
and in turn influence his decisions on the 
war. (RFE/RL’s Russian Service, with 
reporting by The Guardian)

Russia-appointed official in Ukraine killed

The Moscowappointed mayor of the 
Russiaoccupied Ukrainian town of 
Mykhailivka, Ivan Sushko, has been killed 
by a car bomb. A representative of Russia
imposed authorities in parts of Ukraine’s 
Zaporizhia region, Volodymyr Rogov, wrote 
on Telegram on August 24 that Mr. Sushko 
died in the hospital after a bomb “inten
tionally placed under the seat of his vehi
cle” exploded. Since Russia began installing 
officials in areas it has taken control of 
since launching its unprovoked invasion of 
Ukraine, several have come under attack. 
On August 6, Vitaliy Hura, a Russia
appointed deputy mayor of the Ukrainian 
city of Nova Kakhovka in the Kherson 
region, parts of which are also under 
Russian occupying armed forces, was shot 
dead by an unidentified assailant while 
leaving his home. A day earlier, Russian 
news agencies reported that the Russia
appointed governor of the Kherson Region, 
Volodymyr Saldo, had been hospitalized. 
Some reports at the time said he may have 
been poisoned. On June 24, a car bomb in 
Kherson killed the Russiaappointed head 
of the directorate for youth policies at the 
Kherson region’s administration, Dmytro 
Savluchenko. (RFE/RL’s Russian Service)

Zelenskyy vows to get Crimea back

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelens
kyy has vowed that Ukraine will recapture 
its annexed peninsula of Crimea from 
Russia by any means it considered right, 
emphasizing that Kyiv would not consult 
other countries before doing so. “Crimea 
was and is Ukraine,” Mr. Zelenskyy said on 
August 23 during the Crimea Platform, an 

annual forum organized by Kyiv to ensure 
Russia’s forceful annexation of the peninsu
la and its repression of citizens living there 
remains in the global spotlight. Leaders of 
dozens of countries and international orga
nizations took part in the oneday event, 
mostly via videolinks due to the ongoing 
Russian invasion. Mr. Zelenskyy told the 
conference that Moscow’s rule has brought 
environmental damage, economic decline, 
social repression and militarism to Crimea 
and the Black Sea region. Russia took con
trol of Crimea from Ukraine in March 2014 
following the overthrow of Kremlinleaning 
President Viktor Yanukovch a month earli
er. Moscow sought to legitimize its annexa
tion with a staged referendum dismissed as 
illegal by at least 100 countries. Over the 
past eight years Russia has ramped up the 
number of troops, equipment and weapons 
on the peninsula. It served as a launching 
point for its invasion of Kyivcontrolled 
Ukraine in February. Russia has launched at 
least 750 different cruise missiles from 
Crimea into Kyivcontrolled territories, 
destroying hundreds of civilian facilities, 
including schools, residential buildings and 
hospitals, Mr. Zelenskyy told the audience. 
“And that is why Ukraine’s restoration of 
control over the Crimean Peninsula will be 
a historic antiwar step in Europe,” Mr. 
Zelenskyy said. Crimea is of strategic 
importance to Moscow as it is home to its 
Black Sea fleet. Analysts say it will be diffi
cult for Kyiv to regain control of the penin
sula. (RFE/RL)

Canada slaps more sanctions on Russia

Canada has imposed sanctions on 62 
more Russian citizens and one defense 
company over Moscow’s ongoing unpro
voked invasion of Ukraine. Governors of 
Russia’s 27 regions and members of their 
families, as well as top managers of 
Avtomatika, part of statecontrolled con
glomerate Rostekh, which deals with 
defense and hightech industries, are affect
ed by the new sanctions, Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau said on August 23 during 
the Summit for Heads of State and 
Government of the International Crimea 
Platform. Since Russia launched its full
scale aggression against Ukraine in late 
February, Canada has closed its air space to 
Russian aircraft, barred Russian vessels 
from using Canadian ports and internal 
waters, banned the sales of luxury items to 
Russia and prohibited Canadian banks from 
conducting transactions with Russia’s cen
tral bank. There are now 1,500 Russian citi
zens and companies on Canada’s sanctions 
list, including President Vladimir Putin, his 
two adult daughters, Russian athlete Alina 
Kabayeva, who is believed to be Putin’s cur
rent partner, Foreign Affairs Minister Sergei 
Lavrov, central bank Chairwoman Elvira 
Nabiullina, and many other close associates 
of the president. Mr. Trudeau also said that 
Ottawa will continue to counter Russian 
statesponsored disinformation by creating 
a dedicated team to help increase Canada’s 
capacity to understand, monitor and detect 
Russian and other statesponsored disinfor
mation and enable deeper international 
collaboration in supporting Ukraine. (RFE/
RL’s Current Time)

Kazakhstan summons Ukrainian ambassador

Kazakhstan’s Foreign Affairs Ministry 
has summoned Ukrainian Ambassador 
Petro Vrublevskiy over “inappropriate” 
comments he made in an interview with a 
Kazakh blogger about Russia’s ongoing 
unprovoked invasion of Ukraine that went 
viral on the internet and sparked a negative 
reaction in Russia and among ethnic 
Russians in Kazakhstan. In the August 21 
video interview, Mr. Vrublevskiy answered 
a question about Russia’s war, launched in 
late February, by saying: “We are trying to 

(Continued from page 14)
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tions based on new facts on the ground, 
without sufficiently helping Ukraine 
reverse them.

An armistice along the current front lines 
would provide the ideal situation for 
Russianstaged “referendums” in Kherson 
and Zaporizhia. This consideration may well 
explain Moscow’s decision to postpone vot
ing beyond the initial target date, 
September 11. In truth, the postponement 
was fully predictable by midJuly (see 
Eurasia Daily Monitor, July 21, 22). As things 
now stand, the Ukrainian army can disrupt 
referendums through local attacks or long
range strikes, whereas an armistice would 
eliminate that risk for Russia. This is what 
occupation officials allude to by declaring 
that safety is the first prerequisite to staging 
referendums (RIA Novosti, August 11).

Furthermore, the militarycivil adminis
trations have not yet fully entrenched them
selves in the occupied territories at the lev
els of districts and towns (below the region
al centers) and have not yet set up the 
“power vertical” that is indispensable to 
these sorts of referendums. The influx of 
carpetbaggers from Russia into these local 
administrations has not yet run its course 
(see EDM, July 28, Part One; Part Two). One
third of the Zaporizhia region’s territory, 
including the eponymous administrative 
center, remains free; and Moscow might 
await its full conquest before launching twin 
“referendums” in Zaporizhia and Kherson.

Meanwhile, Russia is determined to sus
tain the momentum toward these “referen
dums” and work through the occupation 
authorities to build the prerequisites. 
Referendum procedures and ballot ques
tions have yet to be announced and proba
bly have not been worked out in Moscow 
yet. On July 22 and 23, respectively, the mil
itarycivil administrations in Kherson and 
Zaporizhia “decreed” the creation of “elec
toral commissions,” with a view to conduct
ing future referendums and elections. Both 
commissions’ members, however, are to be 
appointed through nomination and selec
tion procedures (Interfax, July 22, 23). 
Moscow can either telescope or drag out 
these procedures, depending on the local 
or international situation.

Moscow is carefully setting the stage for 
these referendums through propaganda 
and facts on the ground. The Kremlin’s offi
cial designation of these territories, at home 
and internationally, is “liberated territories.” 
This usage implies that the Russian occupa
tion is both just and nonnegotiable.

During the month of July, the Russian 
Ministry of Internal Affairs (MVD) deployed 
officers to set up “temporary directorates 
(upravleniya) of the Russian Federation’s 
MVD in the Kherson and Zaporizhia 
regions.” Their mission is to support the 
organization of local police units subordi
nated to the militarycivil administrations. 
Russian MVD personnel directly participate 
in keeping public order on the streets, con
ducting investigations and searches and 
“combating extremist actions” (Interfax, 
July 28).

On July 15, the Kherson and Zaporizhia 
militarycivil administrations issued 
“decrees” (ukazes) to punish “extremist 

activities” through forcible deportation. 
The decision, enforceable within 24 hours 
without appeal, is up to the military com
mandant (Russian senior military officer 
with discretionary authority on civil 
affairs). Extremist activities are defined as 
(inter alia) “impeding the work of the [mili
tarycivil] administration”; “slandering the 
Russian Federation’s bodies of power and 
its armed forces”; “conducting public meet
ings not authorized by the militarycivil 
administrations”; and “publishing extrem
ist texts” (Interfax, RIA Novosti, July 15).

Russia opened a few civil registry offices 
in these occupied regions on June 11. Some 
30,000 applications for Russian citizenship 
have been registered in Zaporizhia region 
and more than 12,000 in Kherson region, 
according to the latest official report (TASS, 
August 15). These numbers look startlingly 
low, especially in light of the financial 
incentives accompanying the “passportiza
tion.” Russian civil registry offices also take 
applications for oldage pensions and relat
ed payments. Since July 6, they have also 
been offering onetime payments of 10,000 
rubles to lowincome applicants for 
Russian passportization, regardless of their 
age (Ukrainska Pravda, July 19). Russian 
President Vladimir Putin had, by his May 
25 decree, simplified the procedure for 
issuing Russian citizenship specifically for 
residents of the Kherson and Zaporizhia 
regions. The simplifications include exemp
tion from the Russian passport fee.

The Russian MVD’s State Vehicle 
Inspection unit (Gosavtoinspektsiya) start
ed the process of reregistering driver’s 
licenses and vehicle license plates in the 
Kherson and Zaporizhia regions in early 
August. Holders of Russian citizenship are 
being issued Russian driver’s licenses and 
plate numbers outright. All others are being 
issued temporary documents and plates, 
without any Ukrainian markings. Once this 
temporary authorization expires, local 
motorists will probably be pressured to 
accept Russian citizenship for Russian docu
ments and plates. To expedite the reregis
tration, Gosavtoinspektsiya requires neither 
a reregistration tax nor evidence of a vehi
cle insurance policy (Interfax, August 8, 9).

The occupation’s brutal nature is well 
documented by now, including by a Human 
Rights Watch report on Russian war crimes 
in Ukraine (Human Rights Watch, July 22). 
The report details, inter alia, the unlawful 
detention and repression of Ukrainian civil 
servants, elected local officials, journalists 
and civic associations in the occupied 
regions.

Moscow may, at some point, announce 
the holding of “referendums” on short 
notice, perhaps one or two weeks in 
advance, to minimize the risk of a Ukrainian 
military response. If Western powers toler
ate such a farcical spectacle here (as they 
have with previous “referendums,” by and 
large), Russia can attempt to follow up in 
the remaining half of Novorossiya next time. 
If Russia moves, say, on Dnipro or Kryvyi 
Rih, some will likely suggest that the line 
could be drawn still farther westward 
across Ukraine.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)
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and criminals into various spheres of its 
economy – Moscow is already using con
victs for Arcticrelated projects – clearly 
draws on the Kremlin’s readiness to utilize 
certain Soviet practices in the realm of eco
nomics, as prisoner labor (lagernaya eko
nomika) played a central role in the Soviet 

economy (Ria.ru, March 12, 2021). 
However, this approach turned out to be a 
major factor in the eventual crumbling of 
the cumbersome and ineffective Soviet 
economy, and it could produce the same 
result for the modern Russian economy.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 6)
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(Continued on page 19)
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USTA’s Inaugural Sawchak Memorial Men’s Senior Championship Tennis Tournament draws top players
by Petrusia Sawchak

HUNTINGTON VALLEY, Pa. – In tribute to 
George Sawchak’s numerous contributions 
to the sport he loved so much, the United 
States Tennis Association (USTA) recently 
renamed and held a Level 5 Open tennis 
tournament in his honor. The tournament, 
held at the Delaware Valley Tennis Club 
(DVTC) in Huntingdon Valley, Pa., took 
place on August 1617. Mr. Sawchak had 
run the USTA tennis tournament for many 
years until his passing last year in August. 

Delaware Valley Tennis Club, with 12 
beautiful clay courts, named the tourna
ment for Mr. Sawchak for his dedication in 
helping to found the Club in 1978, where he 
served as president, vicepresident and 
member of the Board of Directors for many 
years.

At the club, he competed in and orga
nized many sanctioned tournaments. He 
also served for 30 years as sectional cap
tain of many USTA senior men’s intersec
tional teams and was the director of the 
Sectional Clay Court Championships in the 
Middle States, which he organized and ran 

in the United States. 
He was described by Middle States 

USTA’s NetPlay publication as “a tremen
dous organizer and competitor who also 
won countless … tournaments throughout 
his many years of competitive play.”

In his earlier years, he was the head 
instructor of the Advanced Gold Cup 
Program and an instructor of the National 
Junior Tennis League, both Philadelphia 
Area USTA junior tennis programs.

DVTC also lauded Mr. Sawchak for his 
devotion to the Soyuzivka Tennis Camp, 
located in the beautiful Shawangunk 
Mountain Range area south of the Catskill 
Mountains in upstate New York. He ran that 
camp for more than 50 years along with his 
partner Zenon Snylyk until his passing in 
1991.

Mr. Sawchak was also a member of the 

Ukrainian Sports Federation of the USA and 
Canada’s (known by its acronym USCAK) 
Tennis Committee since 1967 and its direc
tor since 1989. That committee ran the 
USCAK National Tennis Championships at 
the Soyuzivka Heritage Center during the 
Fourth of July and Labor Day weekends.

Mr. Sawchak was also the tennis director 
at the Tryzub UkrainianAmerican Sports 
Club in Horsham, Pa. for more than 40 
years. In 1991, he organized and led an 
11player UkrainianAmerican USCAK ten
nis team which traveled to Ukraine to play 
in the Olympiad. In 2016, he was inducted 
into the Ukrainian Sports Hall of Fame for 
his involvement in his community, leader
ship and dedication to tennis. 

Players came from six different states 
(Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Maryland, 
Virginia, West Virginia and Florida) to play 
in five senior singles men’s age groups (55 
and over, 70 and over, 75 and over, 80 and 
over, and 85 and over), and one doubles 

group (75 and over). The USTA tournament 
director was Mary Wurtz, who is also the 
USTA Middle States adult competition man
ager. She was assisted by the Club’s liaison, 
tournament director, Conrad Kraus. 

The weather was ideal for tennis, and all 
of the senior players came eager to play in 
this memorial event. Some came because 
they had close ties with Mr. Sawchak (knon 
as Yurko in Ukrainian) over the years. They 
included Iwan Durbak, a friend and USCAK 
director with mr. Sawchak at the USCAK 
National Tennis Tournaments held at 
Soyuzivka for many years, and George 
Walchuk, another longtime tennis player 
from Soyuzivka. Mr. Durbak was a finalist in 
the 75 and over group, and Mr. Walchuk 
lost in the third set in the 70 and Over 
group after playing a highly competitive 
match. Others came because of their friend
ship and respect for the man. 

The United States Tennis Association 
(USTA) recently renamed and held a 
Level 5 Open tennis tournament in honor 

of George Sawchak (pictured above).

Courtesy of Petrusia Sawchak

In the Men’s 80-and-over age group final of a United States Tennis Association 
(USTA) Level 5 Open tennis tournament held at the Delaware Valley Tennis Club 
(DVTC) in Huntingdon Valley, Pa., on August 16-17, Sean Sloane (left) overcame Dick 
Wells (second from the right). The two finalists were congratulated by Petrusia 

Sawchak (second from the left) and Connie Kraus, club tournament director.

Mary Wurtz

Participants in the Men’s 75-and-over 
final category of a United States Tennis 
Association (USTA) Level 5 Open tennis 
tournament held at the Delaware Valley 
Tennis Club (DVTC) in Huntingdon 
Valley, Pa., on August 16-17 included 
group finalist Iwan Durbak (left) and 

winner John Curtin.

Mary Wurtz

ceives Europe as deeply decadent, weak 
and corruptible (see Eurasia Daily 
Monitor, August 15). Following such logic, 
Ukraine will collapse since it is allegedly 
nothing more than a Western creation.

Second, nuclear, and other threats (e.g., 
breaking off relations with Washington if 
the U.S. labels Russia a terrorist state), 
serve Moscow’s goals of deterring even 
greater levels of U.S. support for Ukraine 
(TASS, August 12). Moscow evidently 
believes that it can do this with impunity 
because U.S. President Joe Biden has made 
clear his refusal to provoke World War III 
(Whitehouse.gov, March 11). Some com
pellingly argue that this refusal may have 
encouraged the Kremlin’s escalations in 
rhetoric and action, including attempts at 
bringing Belarus into the war.

Finally, Moscow employs this intimida
tion on an almost daily basis because its 
monopoly over Russian media furnishes 
the basis for the government to make such 
threats to reinforce its domestic standing. 
Since at least Soviet times, Moscow has 
regularly done so to hide its own conven
tional and even nuclear inferiority – par
ticularly during Nikita Khrushchev’s rule. 
This aims not only to rattle Western 
nerves but also to impress upon the 

domestic audience that Russia is not just a 
great power, demonstrating through 
exploitation of a suborned media that it is 
feared by everyone. The drive to be feared 
if it cannot be respected characterizes 
much of the Kremlin’s behavior and per
vades Russian culture. In this context, the 
nuclear feints and boasting also reflect the 
systematic mendacity that pervades 
Russian political life and the drive to 
impress foreigners with the façade of an 
allpowerful Russia, dating back to Tsarist 
times.

For these reasons, the recent nuclear 
threats are functional in the Russian politi
cal environment. They allow individual 
politicians and the state to appear strong 
and tough to national and foreign audienc
es. They also possess strategic utility in 
deterring foreign intervention in response 
to the aggression against Ukraine. 
Therefore, we should not realistically 
expect to see Moscow retreat from making 
them. After all, Washington understands 
through its war games and elsewhere that 
Russian victory can come when nuclear 
threats become a realistic scenario, partic
ularly if Moscow senses it is losing in 
Ukraine (War on the Rocks, March 22).

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)
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have opposed the war Ukraine.  Today, 
more than 1,200 political prisoners lan
guish in Belarusian prisons.

Despite his ostensible fealty to Russia, 
even Mr. Lukashenka has long resisted 
efforts to be absorbed by Russia because 
doing so would mean a loss of his own hold 
on power. He and Putin reportedly cannot 
stand each other. But thanks to the lack of 
political and economic reforms throughout 
his 27year rule, he has made Belarus vul
nerable to Russia. For this, he has nobody 
to blame but himself. Mr. Lukashenka is in 
a trap of his own making. This dependency 
has only grown in the last two years. 
Indeed, if it weren’t for Putin’s backing, the 
Belarusian autocrat would likely have lost 
his grip on power following the 2020 mass 
protests.

Thus far, Mr. Lukashenka has resisted 
Putin’s considerable pressure to overtly 
join the invasion of Ukraine.  He well 
understands that the Belarusian people 
oppose it, and that his own military – espe
cially the rankandfile – have no desire to 
get involved.  Given his own lack of legiti
macy among Belarusians and the consider
able, even if now largely suppressed or 
exiled opposition, Mr. Lukashenka sees the 
potential threat to his own rule should 

Belarus decide to more extensively partici
pate in the war.

It is vital that Ukrainians and their 
friends and allies in the West make the dis
tinction between the Lukashenka regime 
and the longsuffering Belarusian people 
who seek a free and democratic future. The 
Ukrainian government needs to embrace 
Belarus’ legitimate, democratic opposition 
which knows that a Russian defeat in 
Ukraine will mean liberation from the 
tyrannical Lukashenka regime and bring 
the Belarusian people closer to freedom at 
home.

The United States and its Western part
ners must continue to stand with the peo
ple of Belarus.  The West imposed stricter 
sanctions following the 2020 election and 
massive crackdown, and further expanded 
sanctions for its role in Russia’s invasion. 
The West needs to continue its assistance 
to those seeking democratic change in 
Belarus and to those who defend its sover
eignty.  Both Ukraine and the West need to 
cooperate with the Tsikhanouskayaled 
United Transition Government as much as 
possible.

The Belarusian people are Ukraine’s 
natural allies in the fight against Russian 
imperialism. It is they who represent the 
future of Belarus, not Putin’s puppet, Mr. 
Luka shenka.  Supporting the Belarusian 
people’s fight for freedom is the smart 
thing to do, and the right thing to do.

(Continued from page 7)
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Yevhen Pronin leads a double life. No, he 
is not a secret agent working covert opera
tions, playing one side against the other. 
Currently in the position of acting president 
of the Ukrainian Athletics Federation, the 
31yearold attorney also works as a drone 
operator amid the war with Russia. He is 
juggling fighting for his country with his 
duties as the youngest president of any 
national athletics federation in the world.

He was wearing a suit on his way to 
Munich for the European Championships in 
midAugust, but he’s also quite comfortable 
in military fatigues or a plain tshirt and 
shorts when fulfilling his duties with the 
Ukrainian Armed Forces.

“We drop bombs,” he said in an August 
14 interview with The Daily Mirror. “Not 
just on Russian tanks, but Russian cars, on 
houses where they are situated. I am a 
drone operator. I do two types of work: 
reconnaissance and using military drones 
with small bombs.” He is a member of a 
drone team known as the “Tactical Busters” 
which, according to the Times of London, 
has proved so effective during the war that 
the Russians have put a bounty on his head.

They sometimes operate drones little 
more than 100 meters from advancing 
Russian forces. They are not professional 
soldiers – four are lawyers and two work in 
IT. He grew up playing video games and 
had flown drones for fun. Having had some 
experience with drones, he volunteered for 
some basic training and joined the tactical 
team.

In Eugene, Ore., in July, Pronin’s pres
ence, along with Ukrainian high jump med
alists Yaroslava Mahuchikh and Andriy 
Protsenko at the 2022 World Athletics 
Championships from which Russia was 
banned, struck a most defiant tone.

When the championships ended on July 
24, Pronin immediately headed back to the 
front line in Ukraine’s Donetsk region.

“There are lot of grey zones,” he 
explained about the area where he is sta
tioned. “You can meet someone from the 
Ukrainian army or the Russian army. It’s 
dangerous. The Russian artillery can kill 
you in one second and you must have a lot 
of experience – how to take cover, also how 
to run. Of course, I am not a killer in real 
life, but if we do not kill them, then they can 
kill our children, they can kill us.”

Growing up, Pronin ran the 400 meters. 
He loved athletics and ended up staying 
involved in the sport through his chosen 
career in the legal field, helping Ukraine’s 
national federation with legal processes. 
Seven months ago, that same federation 
made him the man in charge.

Russia’s war on Ukraine changed every
thing for his country and for him.

“For my generation, it is a chance,” he 
said, speaking with The Daily Mirror. “It’s 
not a great experience, but we’ve had a lot 
of problems with Russia over many years. 
My parents are scared to do something 
because they grew up as part of the Soviet 
Union. But my generation can see a new 
life.”

Pronin suggested that one of Russian 
President Vladimir Putin’s biggest mistakes 
was not to turn off television coverage and 
internet access at the time of the invasion.

“They [the Russians] were 10 minutes 
from my home and I remember my girl
friend crying,” he said. “And then I opened 
[Ukrainian] President [Volodymyr] 
Zelensky’s Instagram and he said we will 
not lay down any weapons. He said this his
toric phrase: ‘Don’t give me a ride; give me 
weapons.’ I was shocked. And I think every 
Ukrainian changed their mind and decided 
then that we would start fighting.”

Pronin fully appreciates and under
stands the power of social media. His per
sonal account shows off much of his drone 

handiwork.
“Yes, it’s propaganda,” Pronin admits. 

“Most Ukrainian soldiers do it now. It’s a 
new type of war, everybody records. When 
we need some help from volunteers, or the 
international organizers, if we want to buy 
drones they ask about the videos.”

Which helpw explain why he travelled to 
Munich for the Euro Championships.

“Our government knows it sends out a 
powerful message when I am here and our 
athletes are here,” he said from Munich. 
“They understand I can do some inter
views. I can do more here, for example, 
than two days on the front line.”

Yevhen Pronin (second from right) poses with athletes representing Ukraine at the 
2022 World Athletics Championships on July 15-24 in Eugene, Ore.

Yevhen Pronin/Instagram

President of Ukraine’s athletics mans drone against Russia

(Continued on page 19)

Ukraine proud: Usyk defeats Joshua in rematch
by Ihor N. Stelmach

Anthony Joshua entered the ring as 
champion when he met Oleksandr Usyk 
last September in London and lost his three 
heavyweight titles to the Ukrainian. Joshua 
fared a bit better in the return engagement 
on August 20 in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, but it 
wasn’t enough. Usyk won the split decision, 
with two judges scoring the match 115
113, 116112 in favor of Usyk and one for 
Joshua, 115113.

The 35yearold Usyk retained his World 
Boxing Association (WBA), World Boxing 
Organization (WBO) and International 
Boxing Federation (IBF) belts with his sec
ond victory over Joshua of Great Britain 
and seems headed for a collision course 
with World Boxing Council (WBC) champi
on Tyson Fury of Great Britain for the 
undisputed heavyweight championship.

“I’m sure that Tyson Fury is not retired 
yet,” said Usyk in a postfight media session, 
according to ESPN. “I’m convinced he wants 
to fight me. I want to fight him. And if I’m not 
fighting Tyson Fury, I’m not fighting at all.”

A possible UsykFury matchup, one 
being eyed by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
for December, would be one of the biggest 
in all of boxing. Fury has been claiming 
retirement on and off for most of this year.

Usyk landed more punches (170124), 
connected more jabs (3923) and landed 
more power punches (131101) during the 
fight.

“I want to thank everyone who prayed for 
me,” Usyk said. “I dedicate this victory to my 
country, to my family, to my team … to all 
military members defending the country.”

Usyk was forced to survive one of the 
most adverse moments of his professional 
career in the ninth round when Joshua hurt 

him with a slew of body shots. The champ 
was unsteady as Joshua bullied him around 
the ring, unloading punches to the head 
and midsection.

Unfortunately for Joshua, before he 
could truly capitalize, Usyk turned the 
tables, answering with his best round of the 
fight. Round 10 saw Joshua reeling with 
Usyk unleashing power punches from all 
angles. A sharp Joshua counter right tem
porarily stalled Usyk, but the Ukrainian 
stormed right back with more of the same.

Usyk started to clos during a dominant 
11th round with slick foot movement and a 
ferocious Round 12 when Joshua went for 
broke trying for a knockout.

Usyk continues to present a puzzle that 
no opponent has come close to solving, 
whether at cruiserweight or heavyweight. 
He conceded 24 pounds in weight and 
three inches in height to Joshua, but his 
excellent footwork, southpaw jab and over
all boxing expertise ruled the day.

Zelenskyy a fighting role model

In the boxing ring, heavyweight champi
on Usyk fosters a serious image of tattooed 
terror. But there is a softer side to this gen
tle giant as seen by the stuffed plush don
key he brought along to a recent interview. 
The donkey belongs to his 12yearold 
daughter Yelizaveta and she gave it to her 
father for good luck. He purchased it for her 
at Disneyland Paris. The family left Ukraine 
together, but separated in Europe.

For nearly six months, Usyk has been 
away from his three children. Since Russia 
invaded Ukraine, Usyk has felt the need to 
join his fellow countrymen defending Kyiv. 
He temporarily found some solace in the 
presence of his wife, Yekaterina, who was 
with him in Saudi Arabia as he prepared to 

relegate challenger Joshua on August 20.
Usyk was slated to earn a minimum of 

some $38 million for his rematch with 
Joshua. However, the Ukrainian heavy
weight is keenly aware of his role in pursuit 
of a goal far bigger than himself.

It obvious that he takes motivation from 
the war ravaging his homeland, but more 
important is the extent of joy a successful 
world heavyweight title defense would 
unleash for his fellow countrymen. This is 
why he arranged for his fight to be shown 
free across Ukraine on local channels.

“I am not motivated by money,” he said 
in an August 16 interview with MSN. 
“Money is probably the easiest of all the 
resources to earn. My goal is to live my life 

to be useful in the world I live in. You can’t 
just keep putting money in your own pock
ets and doing everything for yourself. 
When you die, there are no pockets inside 
your coffin. When you stand in front of your 
final judge, only your real deeds will be val
ued – not how much you earned, but what 
you really did.”

His words are sincere and from the heart 
of a true patriot. He enlisted in a territorial 
defense battalion and was carrying a 
machine gun on his street patrols in Kyiv 
within hours of Russian forces crossing the 
border into Ukraine.

Usyk’s personal life had already been 

Heavyweight champion Oleksandr Usyk of Ukraine celebrates his rematch win 
against Anthony Joshua of Great Britain on August 20 in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia.

Mark Robinson Photography/Matchroom Boxing

(Continued on page 19)
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Злучений Український Американський Комітет (ЗУАДК)

вже понад 78 років стоїть на службі потреб українського 
народу по цілому світі, чи то в країнах поселення, чи в окопах 
АТО, чи рядах ООС, і приносить розраду і братню допомогу 
тим, що в потребі: сиротам, хворим, потерпілим від аварій, 
учасникам Помаранчевої Революціої та Революції Гідности, 

раненим воїнам та родинам поляглих героїв. 

Від початку московської навали на Україну, ЗУАДК вже 
передав допомогу в сумі понад 8 мільйонів долярів грішми 

й товарами, головно на медично-гуманітарні цілі.

ЗУАДК СЕРДЕЧНО ВІТАЄ
українців в Україні і діяспорі

з 31-ою річницею проголошення
НЕЗАЛЕЖНОСТИ УКРАЇНИ!

Добробут країни та українського народу 
– це найвищі пріоритети Української 

Самостійної Соборної Держави!

Brovary is a city in Ukraine with a popu
lation of about 100,000 inhabitants, a sub
urb east of Kyiv. In late February and early 
March, Russian planes were regularly drop
ping bombs all over the area. When Artur 
Felfner looked to the skies, he saw terrify
ing sights. Sports were one of the last 
things on his mind.

On March 26, Felfner left Ukraine and 
travelled to Portugal where he spent two 
months with other elite Ukrainian athletes 
including long jumper Maryna Bekh
Romanchuk and high jumper Yaroslava 
Mahuchikh. In May, Felfner relocated to 
Finland where he spent the next two months 
with his coach, Rymko Vyacheslav, and got to 
train with fellow javelin thrower Janne 
Laspa. The Finn had beaten the Ukrainian 
Felfner for the gold medal by a mere 14 cen
timeters at last year’s World Athletics U20 
Championships in Nairobi, Kenya.

His training stay in Finland proved to be 
most valuable, as Felfner became a world 
U20 champion despite everything he went 
through this year.

Of course, Felfner was the overwhelming 
favorite for the gold medal in the men’s jav
elin at the World Athletics U20 Champion
ships Cali 2022 held in Cali, Colombia, from 
August 16. He went into the event as the 
only thrower who had ever gone beyond 
the 80meter mark, throwing 84.32 meters 
in Samorin, Slovakia, in June, ranking him 
fourth on the World U20 alltime list.

Heading to Cali he was suffering from 
discomfort in his foot and was forced to 
rely on the Irish team’s physiotherapist for 
treatment on his injury. He got his foot 

taped prior to the qualification round and 
the final thanks to the Irish team staying in 
the same hotel as Team Ukraine. On the 
evening of his final on August 5, Felfner had 
to contend with an hourlong delay due to a 
thunderstorm.

When he finally got to throw, he quickly 
took the lead in the opening round with a 
toss of 76.20 meters, but was soon topped 
by Germany’s Max Dehning’s 77.24meter 
throw in the second round. Felfner’s fifth 
throw of 79.36 finally won the competition.

This was Ukraine’s only gold and one of 
two medals won by its team of athletes at 
this competition. Ukraine’s two medal vic
tories placed them 18th out of 41 nations 
winning medals.

The Ukrainian was far from pleased that 
he could not hit the 80meter mark. 
However, personal dismay aside, he proud
ly draped himself in a Ukrainian flag, realiz
ing that his family, friends and a whole lot 
of Ukrainian people saw the competition 
and shared in his joy of winning a gold 
medal and representing Ukraine on the 
international stage.

During the first few months of the war, 
his mother and brother fled to Bulgaria, but 
have since returned to Brovary. Felfner 
hopes to rejoin them in September. Before 
then, he had another championship event 
on the horizon – the European Champio
nships in Munich, with his event scheduled 
for August 20.

The javelin has played an important role 
in his life. A tattoo of a figure throwing a 
spear sits on the inside of Felfner’s right 
wrist. It’s a tattoo he received at age of 15, 

when he first surpassed the 70meter pla
teau.

He first picked up the sport at age 8, 
learning the sport from his father, an athlet
ics coach. In his early teens, Felfner 
enrolled in a sports school and began to 
train with his current coach. He first made 
headlines in 2019 when he threw 79.37 
meters at an international event in Kyiv. He 
was only 15 years old at the time. He 
improved to 82.08 meters the next year 
and in 2021 he won European U20 gold 
and World U20 silver.

His role model in throwing is twotime 
Olympic champion Andreas Thorkildsen of 
Norway, whose technique he has studied 
extensively, along with that of world record
holder Jan Zelezny. In June, Felfner snuck 
ahead of Thorkildsen on the world alltime 
list with 84.32 meters. Only three athletes 
are currently ahead of him on this list.

Two of them – India’s Neeraj Chopra and 
Trinidad and Tobago’s Keshorn Walcott – 
went on to become Olympic champions. 
Looking ahead, Felfner has three main 
goals next year: to throw over 85 meters, to 
qualify for the World Athletics Champion
ships Budapest 2023 and to win gold at the 
European U23 Championships in Espoo, 
Finland.

More importantly and more immediate
ly, Felfner is looking forward to something 
else: a return to Brovary in September to 
restart his studies and reunite with his fam
ily and friends. He also hopes and prays all 
of them will stay safe.

Tymoshchuk punished

Anatoliy Tymoshchuk is regarded as one 
of the greatest players in the history of 
Ukrainian club Shakhtar Donetsk and 
Russian club Zenit St. Petersburg. He is a 
former captain of the Ukraine national soc
cer team. He is the country’s alltime most 
capped player with 144 appearances 
between the years of 20002016 represent
ing Ukraine. He has chosen not to speak out 
against Russia’s attack on Ukraine and for 
his silence plus his decision to continue 
working for Zenit St. Petersburg, the 
Ukrainian Football Association (UAF) 
moved to punish Tymoshchuk.

Tymoshchuk has faced heavy criticism 
for his decision to not speak out against 
Russia’s unprovoked invasion of Ukraine 
and for remaining in his current position of 
assistant coach with Russian club Zenit 
despite the war in his homeland.

In early March, Atalanta’s Ukrainian 
midfielder Ruslan Malinovskyi criticized 
Tymoshchuk, claiming the Ukrainian soc
cer star had erased his legacy. “I don’t know 
about Tymoshchuk, you need to ask him. 
Hard to comment, but it’s weird [why he 
hasn’t] – I think it’s not right,” Malinovskyi 
wrote on Twitter. “It’s 100 percent the case 
he’s no longer or ever will be a legend of 

Ukraine football. His previous achieve
ments have been forgotten.”

The Ukrainian Association of Football 
concluded that Tymoshchuk violated its 
Code of Ethics and Fair Play regulations, 
“damaging the image of Ukrainian football.” 
The UAF called for Tymoshchuk to be 
stripped of his UEFA pro coaching license 
that he obtained in Ukraine.

The governing body also requested that 
Tymoshchuk be stripped of all league and 
cup medals which he won in Ukraine, 
including three league titles with Shakhtar 
Donetsk, three Ukrainian Cups and the 
Ukrainian Super Cup.

The UAF further wanted to strip 
Tymoshchuk of his 144 caps and asked that 
his state awards and honorary titles be 
taken away.

A statement from the UAF said: “Since 
the beginning of Russia’s military aggres
sion against Ukraine, Anatoliy Tymo
shchuk, the former captain of the Ukrainian 
national team, not only did not make any 
public statements in this regard, but also 
did not stop his cooperation with the club 
of the aggressor.

“At a time when his former club, Bayern 
Munich, are publishing statements and 
holding rallies in support of Ukraine, 
Anatoliy Tymoshchuk continues to remain 
silent and work for the aggressor’s club.

“By making this conscious choice, 
Anatoliy Tymoshchuk damages the image 
of Ukrainian football and violates Clause 
1.4 Part 1 of Article 4 of the Code of Ethics 
and Fair Play UAF,” the statement said.

In midMarch, it was announced that 
Tymoshchuk had been given a lifelong ban 
from football activities in Ukraine.

Medvedenko raises over $250k

Former Ukrainian National Basketball 
Association (NBA) player Slava Medveden
ko has raised a combined $253,534 for his 
Fly High Foundation after successfully auc
tioning off his two championship rings. 
According to Los Angeles news station ABC 
7, the “Lakers Rings for Relief” event closed 
on August 5 under SCP Auctions, with each 
ring selling for $126,767. The Fly High 
Foundation will receive the full sale price of 
the rings to support Ukrainian children by 
providing access to rehabilitation camps 
and sports clubs. Medvedenko and fellow 
Ukrainian and journalist Mykola Vasylkov 
established the foundation earlier this year.

The rings were from Medvedenko’s 
championship seasons with the Lakers in 
2001 and 2002, when he shared the bas
ketball court with Lakers superstars Kobe 
Bryant and Shaquille O’Neal.

In July, the 43yearold Medvedenko told 
the Associated Press that he was hoping to 
raise funds to restore parts of Ukraine dam
aged by Russia’s ongoing attacks on his 
country. After watching rockets soaring over 
Ukraine, he was inspired to take action.

“In this moment I just decided, ‘Why do I 
need these rings if they’re just sitting in my 
safe?’ I just recognize I can die. After that, I 
just say I have to sell them to show people 
leadership, to help my Ukrainian people to 
live better, to help kids.”

After the war began, Medvedenko sent 
his two daughters, ages 11 and 16, to live 
with a relative. In Kyiv, he was defending 
his neighborhood, manning checkpoints 
and doing duty patrol. “I’m not the best 
shooter, but I can give them support,” he 
explained in a conversation with the AP. “I 
shoot [guns] a couple of times, not at peo
ple. I’m happy I don’t have a chance to 
shoot somebody. Our army did a great job 
to defend Kyiv. I want to thank them.”

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@
sfgsports.com.

Javelin thrower Artur Flefner won gold 
for Ukraine at the World Athletics U20 
Championships on August 1-6 in Cali, 

Colombia.

Worldathletics.org

Artur Felfner wins gold for Ukraine
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Through Exhibit, “Lost Liberties: The War Measures Act,” 
September 5 Canadian Museum of History, www.historymuseum.ca
Gatineau, Quebec

August 31 Film screening, “Mr. Jones,” Philadelphia Film
Philadelphia Society, 267-239-2941

September 2-5 Family Fest, All Saints Camp, 724-867-5811 or 
Emlenton, PA josho@allsaintscamp.org

September 9  Diorama exhibit, “Ukrainian Folktales and Traditions 
through for Children” by Luba and Andrij Chornodolsky,
October 9 Ukrainian National Museum,
Chicago www.ukrainiannationalmuseum.org

September 10 Classic car show for Ukraine, Classic Auto Mall, 
Morgantown, PA 703-477-9899 or johnny1957@ptd.net

September 10 Golf tournament, Ottawa Ukrainian Golf Association,
Ottawa  Canada-Ukraine Foundation, The Meadows Golf and
 Country Club, 
 www.facebook.com/ottawa-ukrainian-golf-association

September 10 Plast-Chicago Golf Classic, Pobratymy Foundation, 
Oak Brook, IL Oak Brook Golf Course, oskubiak@gmail.com

September 11 53rd Ukrainian Festival, Connecticut State Ukrainian
Stamford, CT Day Committee, St. Basil Seminary, 203-269-5909

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

Children enjoy sports in Greece

The National Olympic Committee (NOC) 
of Ukraine, with support from the 
Ukrainian Charitable Foundation The 
Future for Children and philanthropist 
Anatoliy Boyko organized a judo tourna
ment for young athletes from Ukraine, 
Greece and Cyprus.

The judo tournament titled “Olympic 
Dreams 2022” was held on July 26 in 
Loutraki, Greece, at the Youth Sports and 
Training Center sports camp. Assisting in 
the funding and setup were Sport Village 
and KEPAKY, a voluntary organization in 
Cyprus that supports Ukrainian refugees 
living on the island, and also sponsored the 
Cypriot team participating in the tourna
ment.

“Today, child protection is the main task. 
We strive not only to save their lives, but 
also to create opportunities for their devel
opment. And the Olympic Dreams 2022 
project that we managed to organize togeth
er with the NOC of Ukraine and The Future 
for Children Foundation is a part of the sys
temic work that we set up to achieve this 
goal. I am glad that despite the war, children 
were able to live this summer under a 
peaceful sky, playing sports and competing 
with each other. I believe that in the future 
these children will be worthy representa
tives of Ukraine at all sports grounds of the 
world,” Boyko said, according to a report in 
the Ukrainian News on July 27.

Attending the judo tournament as hon
ored guests were the president of the Greek 
Judo Federation, representatives of NOC, 
The Future for Children Foundation and 
the Cyprus Judo Federation, along with 
local municipal leaders and famous ath
letes.

In addition, Ukrainian children from the 
wartorn Ukrainian cities of Irpin, Bucha 
and Hostomel were treated to a twomonth 
training camp in Greece thanks to Boyko 
and The Future for Children Foundation.

Young Ukrainian athletes train  
in Greece

A second youth sports event for young 
Ukrainians took place on August 12 on the 
base of the professional sports grounds of 
SPORTCAMP and Sport Village in Loutraki, 
Greece. It was an open training randori, 
which is a freestyle practice of sparring 
Japanese martial arts, attended by athletes 
of the Ukrainian Judo Federation and the 
Judo Federation of Greece.

The sports event was organized as part 
of a summer educational and training camp 
in Greece for Ukrainian children from the 
affected cities of Irpin, Bucha, Hostomel, 
Kharkiv, Kherson, Odesa, Luhansk, Sumy 
and Donetsk. The training was held under 
the auspices of the Olympic Dreams 2022 
project, supported by the National Olympic 
Committee of Ukraine, the Charitable 
Foundation The Future for Children, the 
Embassy of Ukraine in Greece and 
Ukrainian Ambassador to Greece Sergei 
Shutenko.

“We set a simple goal for ourselves: 
within the framework of the Mental Health 
and Psychosocial Support Program, initiat
ed by [Ukrainian] First Lady Olena 
Zelenska, to use all opportunities in Greece 
to help Ukrainian children overcome the 
stress of the war and the traumatic events 
they experienced,” Sutenko said in an 
August 12 statement, according to the 
Ukrainian News. “Over the summer period, 
in cooperation with Greek partners, 
Ukrainian and Greek charitable organiza
tions, we have already succeeded in treat
ing more than 500 Ukrainian children. And 
this work still continues.”

The Olympic Dreams 2022 project 
involves more than 100 Ukrainian athletes 
training with coaches Karen Balayan and 
Oleksandra Starkova.

This was the second shift of Ukrainian 
athletes participating in the Olympic 
Dreams 2022 project. Among them were 
Ukrainian judo team members, including 
cadets, juniors and adults, as well as cham
pions and prize winners of European and 
international tournaments.

(Continued from page 17)

President...

scarred by war – the Symferopil native saw 
his hometown in Crimea annexed by Russia 
in 2014. He was later stripped of honorary 
titles in his Crimean birthplace after joining 
the Ukrainian ranks against Russia. His 
fame will not permit him to fight on the 
front lines, but he stays in touch with the 
Ukrainian soldiers who supported him. He 
was on the receiving end of many messages 
from soldiers who prayed for his victory. 
From them he gained much motivation – 
from their struggles to defend Ukraine’s 
independence, freedom and culture against 
those who wish to demolish and destroy it, 
and who don’t want Ukraine to exist any 
longer.

The symbolic persona in the Ukrainian 
resistance according to a passionate Usyk is 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy.

“If the president had left in the first few 
days of the war, it would have left the 
Ukrainian people without hope. But he 
didn’t. That is what has driven us to stand 
strong and fight. I am sure that if we had 
someone else as president, we would not 
have moved in the positive direction we 
have.”

Zelenskyy was personally invested in 
Usyk’s rematch with Joshua, knowing that 
with a victory the champion would demon
strate “Ukraine is the country of serious, 
strong, developed and spiritual people,” the 
president said.

Usyk was certainly up to the task.
“I know the situation, because I used to 

be in touch with people who work around 
Zelenskyy,” Usyk said in a prefight inter
view. “He accepts his responsibilities. When 
a difficult situation occurs, many people try 
to escape from it. But when Russia invaded, 
he didn’t run away.

“Other forces were saying, ‘We can 
extract you from Ukraine,’ but he stayed for 

his country. What do you think people like 
me, other Ukrainians, thought when we 
saw him acting like this? Everyone realized 
that we had to go and fight for our leader.”

The former cruiserweight who trained 
very fiercely in Dubai to put on muscle 
mass, promised he would be returning to 
Ukraine immediately after his return 
engagement with Joshua.

“When I say anything, my actions and 
words coincide. I am not a politician; I am a 
sportsman. I just want to see my kids, who 
are now all in Europe. I haven’t seen them 
properly for almost half a year, so I just 
want to hug them and have dinner with 
them. And then I will go to Kyiv.

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@
sfgsports.com.

(Continued from page 17)

Ukraine proud...

Heavyweight champion Oleskandr Usyk 
of Ukraine poses with three heavyweight 
title belts after his victory over Anthony 
Joshua of Great Britain on August 20 in 

Jeddah, Saudi Arabia.

Mark Robinson Photography/Matchroom Boxing

Tournament results

Men’s 55-and-over: Winner: Crendal 
Blackwell, Finalist: Robert Meadows 63, 
63

Men’s 70-and-over: winner: Carter 
Anderson; finalist: Kelly Fife 63, 46 (106)

Men’s 75-and-over: winner: John Curtin; 
finalist: Iwan Durbak 60, 20 (retired) 

Men’s 80-and-over: winner: Sean 
Sloane; finalist: Richard Wells 63, 64

Men’s 85-and-over: winner: Wolfgang 
Harms; finalist: Andy Yates 64, 63

Men’s 75-and-over Doubles: win
ners: Conrad Kraus and Carl Holmes; 
finalists: Andy Yates and Wolfgang Harms 
60, 61.

(Continued from page 16)

USTA’s Inaugural...

kill as many of them as possible. The more 
Russians we kill now, the less of them our 
children will have to kill.” The Kazakh 
Foreign Affairs Ministry said in a statement 
on August 23 that Deputy Foreign Affairs 
Minister Ermukhanbet Konuspaev lodged a 
protest with Mr. Vrublevskiy over the com
ments. “The Kazakh side expressed its posi
tion that such statements are inappropriate 
and inconvenient for the activities of the 
ambassador of a foreign state. Such actions 
should not harm friendly relations between 
states,” the statement said. The Association 
of Russian, Slavic and Cossack Organizat
ions of Kazakhstan has called on the gov
ernment to classify Mr. Vrublevskiy as a 
persona non grata. The Ukrainian Embassy 
in Kazakhstan has not commented on the 
situation. Mr. Vrublevskiy was not immedi
ately available for comment. Russia’s 
Investigative Committee said earlier that it 
plans “to assess” Mr. Vrublevskiy’s state
ments. Kazakhstan, which has aligned itself 
as Russia’s economic ally, has not officially 
condemned Moscow’s military aggression 

against Ukraine since it was launched six 
months ago. (RFE/RL’s Kazakh Service)

EU is considering military training program

The European Union will discuss launch
ing a major training program for Ukrainian 
forces in neighboring countries, EU foreign 
policy chief Josep Borrell said on August 22. 
Speaking at a press conference in the 
northern Spanish city of Santander, Mr. 
Borrell said the move will be discussed 
next week at a meeting of EU defense min
isters in Prague. “Of course, it would be a 
big mission,” he said, adding “any mission 
has to be up to the level of the conflict.” 
Military equipment and intelligence data 
provided by the United States and Western 
Europe have helped Ukrainian forces to 
slow – but not stall – the advance of 
Russian forces in eastern Ukraine and 
along the Black Sea coast. “It seems reason
able that a war that is lasting and looks set 
to last requires an effort not only in terms 
of supplies of material,” Mr. Borrell said. 
“This is what is being discussed among the 
member states and will be discussed politi
cally next week,” he said, without giving 
other details. (RFE/RL, based on reporting 
by AFP and Reuters)

(Continued from page 15)
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