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A senior adviser to President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy said Ukrainian forces had bro-
ken through Russian defensive lines in sev-
eral fronts as part of Kyiv’s newly launched 
southern offensive near the strategic city of 
Kherson, which has been occupied by 
Russian forces since early in the war.

Ukrainian presidential adviser Oleksiy 
Arestovych in a video address late on 
August 29 also said that Ukrainian forces 

were shelling ferries that Russian forces 
were using to supply a section of Russia-
occupied territory on the west bank of the 
Dnipro River in the Kherson region.

The claims, like many on both sides of 
the conflict, could not immediately be inde-
pendently verified.

Ukraine’s Armed Forces earlier on 
August 29 announced that they had started 
offensive action on several fronts in the 

Ukraine claims breakthroughs made against 
Russian forces in southern offensive

(Continued on page 9)

RFE/RL

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelens-
kyy has urged Russian troops to flee from 
an offensive launched by his forces near the 
strategic southern city of Kherson occupied 
by Moscow since early in the war, saying 
Ukraine’s military were taking back their 
territory.

Speaking in his nightly address late on 
August 29, Mr. Zelenskyy vowed that 
Ukrainian troops would chase the Russian 
Army “to the border.”

“If they want to survive – it’s time for the 
Russian military to run away. Go home,” he 
said.

“Ukraine is taking back its own,” Mr. 
Zelenskyy said.

Earlier, presidential adviser Oleksiy 
Arestovych said in a video address that 
Ukrainian forces were shelling ferries that 
Russian forces were using to supply a sec-
tion of Russia-occupied territory on the 
west bank of the Dnipro River in the 
Kherson region.

Ukraine’s presidency said on August 30 
that there was “heavy fighting” in “almost 
the entire territory” of the Kherson region.

“Powerful explosions continued 
throughout the day and throughout the 
night in the Kherson region,” the presi-
dent’s office said in a morning update.

In an intelligence note, Britain’s Defense 
Ministry said on August 30 that, although it 
was “not yet possible to confirm the extent 
of Ukrainian advances,” its army had 
increased “artillery fire in front line sectors 

across southern Ukraine.”
It added that it was using “long-range 

precision strikes to disrupt Russian resup-
ply” lines.

U.S. National Security Council spokes-
man John Kirby said Ukraine’s move was 
already having an impact on Russian mili-
tary capabilities as it forced them to reposi-
tion forces and deplete some units in the 
east.

“Because the Russians have had to pull 
resources from the east simply because of 
reports that the Ukrainians might be going 
more on the offence in the south,” Kirby 
told reporters on August 29.

The Russian Defense Ministry acknowl-
edged that a Ukrainian offensive had been 
launched but insisted that it had failed, 
with its forces inflicting heavy Ukrainian 
casualties.

The claims could not be verified inde-
pendently.

In Ukraine’s second largest city, Kharkiv, 
at least five people were killed on August 
30 as Russian shelling hit the center of 
town, Mayor Igor Terekhov said.

Russian shelling of the port city of 
Mykolaiv, which has remained under 
Ukrainian control despite repeated Russian 
bombardments, killed at least two people, 
wounded 24 and wiped out homes, city 
officials and witnesses said.

The fresh fighting came as students 
across Ukraine prepared to return to class-
rooms on September 1 after schools were 

Ukrainian forces press offensive in south  
as Zelenskyy tells Russians to ‘go home’

(Continued on page 12)

Ukraine, led by President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, said its military forces had broken 
through Russian defensive lines in several fronts as part of Kyiv’s newly launched 
southern offensive near the strategic city of Kherson, which has been occupied by 

Russian forces since early in the war.

Office of the President of Ukraine

As Ukraine appears to launch southern counteroffensive, Kyiv offers little information on operation’s status
by Roman Tymotsko

LVIV – On August 29, the Kakhovka 
Operational Group of the Armed Forces of 
Ukraine released a video in which it said 
that its soldiers had broken through the first 
line of defense of the Russian military in the 
Kherson region – a move that many 
Ukrainians believe was the start of a major 
counteroffensive in the south aimed at liber-
ating the city of Kherson. But officials in Kyiv 
have said little about the counterattack, and 
they asked citizens not to divulge any infor-
mation they may have about the attack.

President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said 
there would be no “specifics from any truly 
responsible person” about the counterof-
fensive.

Meanwhile, the Russian military, Mr. 
Zelenskyy said, should know that the 
Armed Forces of Ukraine “will drive them 
to the border; if they want to survive, then 

it’s time for the Russian military to flee.”
The Kakhovka Operational Group – part 

of the Operational Command South of the 
Armed Forces of Ukraine – released anoth-
er video in which a Russian soldier could 
be heard speaking about the Ukrainian mil-
itary’s success in the Kherson region.

The group also noted that the Armed 
Forces of Ukraine had gained ground in 
retaking areas around Kherson.

“The 109th regiment of the so-called 
DPR [Donetsk People’s Republic] withdrew 
from its positions in the Kherson region, 
and the Russian paratroopers supporting 
them fled the battlefield,” the group said in 
the video.

“Ukraine has a brilliant chance to regain 
its territories because, with the help of 
HIMARS [High Mobility Artillery Rocket 
Systems], almost all large bridges have 

Ukraine’s military has used Western-made long-range weapons to hit Russian supply 
and storage positions well behind enemy lines. U.S. National Security Council spokes-
man John Kirby said the artillery strikes were already having an impact on Russian 

military capabilities.

Armed Forces of Ukraine

(Continued on page 7)
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Red Cross chief warns combatants

Robert Mardini, head of the Interna-
tional Committee of the Red Cross, has 
warned that fighting between Russian and 
Ukrainian forces around the Zaporizhia 
nuclear power plant must be halted imme-
diately before a “massive incident” causes a 
humanitarian catastrophe. “In the event of 
a nuclear leak, it will be difficult if not 
impossible to provide humanitarian assis-
tance ... and this is why fighting should 
stop,” Mr. Mardini told a news conference 
on September 1 during a visit to Ukraine. 
“It is therefore time to stop playing with 
fire and instead take concrete measures to 
protect this facility, and others like it, from 
military any operations. ... The slightest 
miscalculation could trigger devastation 
that we will regret for decades,” he added. 
Moscow and Kyiv blame each other for 
shelling around Europe’s largest nuclear 
power station, which Russian troops took 
control of shortly after invading Ukraine in 
late February. Ukrainian engineers have 
been allowed to continue operating the 
plant, although under Russian supervision. 
Experts from the International Atomic 
Energy Agency were on their way to visit 
the plant early on September 1 despite 
ongoing shelling. The mission is set to 
assess physical damage to the plant, deter-
mine the functionality of safety and securi-
ty systems, evaluate staff conditions and 
perform urgent safeguards activities. “The 
scenario could be a massive incident, and ... 
there is very little anyone can do to miti-
gate the dire consequences of this,” Mr. 
Mardini said. (RFE/RL)

Gorbachev, last Soviet leader, dies

Mikhail Gorbachev, who presided over 
the demise of the Soviet Union and helped 
end decades of Cold War fear, earning a 
Nobel Peace Prize and the lasting enmity of 
millions of Russians bitter about the chaos 
unleashed by the collapse of the world’s 
largest country, died. He was 91. The 
Central Clinical Hospital on the outskirts of 
Moscow told the state news agency TASS 
that Mr. Gorbachev died on the evening of 
August 30 “after a serious and prolonged 
illness.” TASS quoted a source familiar with 
the family’s wishes as saying he would be 

buried at Moscow’s Novodevichy Cemetery 
alongside his wife, Raisa, who died in 1999. 
(RFE/RL)

Pussy Riot fined for anti-war graffiti

A court in Switzerland has fined three 
members of Russia’s Pussy Riot protest 
group for attempting to paint anti-war graf-
fiti on the curb of a road in Bern. Pussy Riot 
member Taso Pletner tweeted on August 31 
that she and her two colleagues, Maria 
Alyokhina and Lyusya Shtein, were ordered 
to pay 400 Swiss francs ($410) each. The 
trio was briefly detained by Bern police on 
August 30 while they were trying to paint 
graffiti protesting Russian’s ongoing inva-
sion of Ukraine. In August 2021, Ms. 
Alyokhina and Ms. Shtein were handed 
parole-like sentences in Russia for calling 
on people to participate in unsanctioned 
rallies to support jailed opposition politi-
cian Alexei Navalny after he was arrested at 
a Moscow airport upon his return from 
Germany, where he was convalescing from 
a poison attack. In April this year, the two 
cut off electronic bracelets they were forced 
to wear and managed to flee Russia. Ms. 
Alyokhina, Ms. Shtein, and other members 
of the protest group have been known as 
ardent critics of Russia’s unprovoked war in 
Ukraine. Last week, the Russian Embassy in 
Switzerland published a statement saying 
that Pussy Riot’s actions criticizing the 
Kremlin are illegal both in Switzerland and 
Russia. Pussy Riot came to prominence in 
2012 after three of its members were con-
victed of “hooliganism motivated by reli-
gious hatred” for a stunt in which they 
burst into Moscow’s Christ the Savior 
Cathedral and sang a “punk prayer” against 
Vladimir Putin, who was prime minister at 
the time and campaigning for his subse-
quent return to the Kremlin. Ms. Alyokhina 
and bandmate Nadezhda Tolokonnikova 
had almost completed serving their two-
year prison sentences when they were 
freed in December 2013 under an amnesty. 
The two have dismissed the move as a pro-
paganda stunt by Putin to improve his 
image ahead of the 2014 Winter Olympics 
that were held in the Russian resort city of 
Sochi. (RFE/RL’s Russian Service)

(Continued on page 12)
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by Todd Prince
RFE/RL

At first glance, Russia’s jobless rate just 
doesn’t seem to make sense.

Western nations have imposed sweep-
ing financial and technological sanctions 
on Russia, battering a range of economic 
sectors from auto production and informa-
tion technology to travel and pushing the 
nation into recession.

At the same time, a slew of Western com-
panies employing hundreds and in some 
cases thousands of Russian citizens have 
pulled out to protest the invasion of Ukraine.

Despite the severe economic head-
winds, Russian unemployment fell to a 
post-Soviet low of just 3.9 percent in May – 
far below the European Union average and 
not far above the U.S. figure of 3.6 percent 
– and remained at the same level in June.

Given the ample evidence that President 
Vladimir Putin’s government has falsified 
election results, fudged COVID-19 figures 
and withheld casualty counts from its war 
against Ukraine, one might assume that, 
when it comes to the Russian unemploy-
ment rate, there’s substantial overlap 
between lies and statistics.

But while few experts believe the offi-
cial Russian jobless figures are watertight, 
many say the main explanation for the low 
rate is not dubious statistics.

Instead, they argue, it’s a combination of 
downward demographic trends, a govern-
ment with a long-standing preference for 
cutting hours or wages over jobs – in part 
to keep politically risky unemployment in 
check – and extensive experience in han-
dling economic upheaval.

The mass exodus of working-age people 
from Russia following the invasion of 
Ukraine in February, the large proportion 
of vulnerable jobs held by Central Asian 
migrants and growing demand for bodies 
for the war – in which the lower Western 
estimates of Russian deaths exceed 15,000 

– are also playing a significant role in keep-
ing unemployment down.

Job losses are expected to increase 
starting in the autumn as seasonal work in 
agriculture, construction and tourism 
dries up and the sanctions-stoked reces-
sion grinds deeper.

But they are still forecast to end the 
year lower than in many European coun-
tries and remain stable next year as these 
trends continue to play out.

“The fact is that the Kremlin, employers 
and people are well used to economic cri-
sis,” Chris Weafer, founder of the consul-
tancy group Macro-Advisory, told RFE/RL.

“There is a well-developed system of 
employment and social supports which is 
again kicking in” and keeping unemploy-
ment low, he said.

Resource-rich Russia experienced a big 
economic boom during Putin’s first two 
terms in office from 2000 to 2008, fueled 
by high world oil and gas prices.

Since then, the country has faced four 
periods of economic turbulence resulting 
from a series of triggers: the global finan-
cial crisis of 2008-2009; the first round of 
Western sanctions over Russia’s aggres-
sion against Ukraine in 2014, as well as a 
sharp drop in energy prices; the COVID-19 
pandemic in 2020; and the large-scale 
invasion of Ukraine on February 24.

With each shock, the government has 
gained experience in tackling problems 
with potential political ramifications, 
including unemployment. The state 
authorities are laser-focused on protecting 
jobs to maintain social stability, especially 
in the nation’s far-flung towns dominated 
by a single employer or a handful of enter-
prises, Mr. Weafer said.

“The Kremlin has always feared unem-
ployment in the regions and had always 
moved quickly to protect jobs and subsi-
dize employers,” he said.

Despite sweeping sanctions over Ukraine war, Russian 
unemployment touches post-Soviet low. Here’s why
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by Rikard Jozwiak
RFE/RL

Talks in Prague this week over Russian 
citizens entering the European Union 
ended with a flexible solution that will 
decrease the number of visas issued and 
make it harder for those with relevant trav-
el documents to enter.

The visa issue, which has divided the 
European Union over the summer, is likely 
to rumble on though as several key ques-
tions remain.

Moreover, the passions and emotions 
triggered by the debate show that it will be 
harder for Brussels to agree on restrictive 
measures in the future, meant to pressure 
the Kremlin and punish the country for its 
war on Ukraine.

After two days of talks between E.U. for-
eign affairs ministers in the Czech capital, 
which included dividing ministers into 
smaller groups with the hope of bridging 
political divides, E.U. foreign affairs minis-
ters finally agreed on a compromise on 
August 31.

Firstly, they agreed to suspend the visa 

facilitation agreement that the bloc agreed 
to with Russia in 2007. The agreement 
was already partly suspended shortly 
after Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine 
in February, making it harder for people 
connected to the regime of Russian 
President Vladimir Putin to get visas to 
the E.U.’s Schengen zone, where countries 
have abolished border controls, but spar-
ing so-called “ordinary Russian citizens.” 
Now those “ordinary Russians” might fare 
a little worse, as visas will become more 
expensive, take longer to process and 
require more paperwork for pretty much 
everyone.

These further restrictions, however, 
were not enough to pacify the three Baltic 
states, Finland and Poland, which have seen 
over half a million Russians cross their bor-
ders with Schengen visas since the war 
started in February. Those visas were often 
issued by other E.U. member states and 
were the only way Russians could circum-
vent the airspace ban on Russian flights to 
the E.U. that was implemented in March.

A compromise for now on 
letting Russians into the E.U.

(Continued on page 6)
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Ukraine says Europe should ban travel to all  
Russians except ‘real’ opponents of Putin

RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service

PRAGUE – Ukrainian Foreign Affairs 
Minister Dmytro Kuleba called on the 
European Union to ban all Russians except 
political dissidents from traveling to the bloc 
on the grounds that Moscow’s unprovoked 
invasion enjoys wide support at home.

Speaking to RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service 
on the sidelines of an informal meeting of 
European Union foreign affairs ministers in 
Prague on August 30, Mr. Kuleba said 
Europe is deluding itself if it thinks that 
only Russian President Vladimir Putin is to 
blame for the ongoing war and not wide 
swaths of Russian society.

“When interviewed on the streets, most 
Russians support Putin’s policies ... so call-
ing this war a ‘Putin problem’ and not the 
problem of the Russian society that mostly 
supports its president is self-deception,” 
Mr. Kuleba said.

E.U. foreign affairs and defense ministers 
were in the Czech capital to discuss addi-

tional punishments against Russia, includ-
ing a possible blanket ban on Russian travel 
to the bloc, as well as ways to help Ukraine 
defend itself six months into Russia’s full-
scale war on the country.

The push for a visa ban has been gaining 
steam in recent weeks, especially among 
Central and Eastern European nations, but 
has faced pushback from some heavy-
weight members. The measure needs the 
approval of all 27 member states.

Hours before the meeting, France and 
Germany issued a joint paper arguing that 
limiting visas for Russians would be coun-
terproductive as the E.U. tries to win the 
“hearts and minds” of those Russians who 
don’t support the invasion.

Mr. Kuleba said “real” Russian oppo-
nents of Putin should be allowed to visit the 
European Union as well as select others on 
“humanitarian” grounds – a possible refer-
ence to those needing medical attention 

   FOR THe ReCORd

G-7 calls on Russia to ensure nuclear safety  
and security at Zaporizhia nuclear plant

The text of the following statement was 
released on August 30 by the Group of 
Seven’s (G-7) Non-Proliferation Directors 
Group of Canada, France, Germany, Italy, 
Japan, the United Kingdom and the United 
States of America, as well as the high rep-
resentative of the European Union.

The Group of Seven (G-7) Non-
Proliferation Directors Group recalls the 
statement of the G-7 foreign affairs minis-
ters of August 10 in support of the IAEA’s 
efforts to promote nuclear safety and 
security at the Zaporizhia Nuclear Power 
Plant in Ukraine.

The G-7 Non-Proliferation Directors 
Group remains profoundly concerned by 
the serious threat the continued control 
of Ukrainian nuclear facilities by Russian 
armed forces pose to the safety and secu-
rity of these facilities. These actions sig-
nificantly raise the risk of a nuclear acci-
dent or incident and endanger the popu-
lation of Ukraine, neighboring states and 
the international community. The 
Russian Federation must immediately 
withdraw its troops from within 
Ukraine’s internationally recognized bor-
ders and respect Ukraine’s territory and 
sovereignty. We reaffirm that the 
Zaporizhia Nuclear Power Plant and the 
electricity that it produces rightly belong 
to Ukraine and stress that attempts by 
Russia to disconnect the plant from the 
Ukrainian power grid would be unaccept-
able. We underline that the Zaporizhia 
Nuclear Power Plant should not be used 
for military activities or the storage of 
military material.

The G-7 Non-Proliferation Directors 
Group welcomes the IAEA-led mission 
announced by Director General [Rafael] 
Grossi for August 29 to address nuclear 
safety, security and safeguards concerns 
around the Zaporizhia Nuclear Power 

Plant. We also welcome [United Nations] 
U.N. Secretary General [António] 
Guterres’ efforts to provide necessary 
support to this mission. We continue to 
emphasize this visit must be conducted 
in a manner that respects full Ukrainian 
sovereignty over its territory.

We reiterate our full and continued 
support for the IAEA. IAEA staff must be 
able to access all nuclear facilities in 
Ukraine timely, safely and without 
impediment, and engage directly, and 
without interference, with the Ukrainian 
personnel responsible for operating 
these facilities, which must be allowed to 
carry out its duties without threats or 
pressure and must be able to acquire 
information relevant to all the necessary 
technical elements pertaining to nuclear 
safety and security at the installations. 
The safety of all individuals implement-
ing these efforts must be addressed to 
strengthen nuclear safety, security and 
safeguards in Ukraine.

We reaffirm the importance of the 
Seven Pillars of Nuclear Safety and 
Security as outlined by Director General 
Grossi as being of particular importance 
and urgency to Ukraine’s nuclear power 
plants and support the IAEA in helping 
facilitate the implementation of these pil-
lars in Ukraine to uphold the safety and 
security of their nuclear facilities.

We intend to continue to support the 
IAEA financially and technically, including 
through its technical assistance plan for 
Ukraine, in its efforts to ensure the nucle-
ar safety and security of, and the applica-
tion of safeguards to, Ukraine’s nuclear 
power plants.

We express our grave concern about 
recent malicious cyber activity against 
Ukraine’s nuclear power company. We 

Speaking to RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service on August 30, Ukrainian Foreign Affairs 
Minister Dmytro Kuleba said Europe is deluding itself if it thinks that only Russian 
President Vladimir Putin is to blame for the ongoing war and not wide swaths of 

Russian society.

RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service

U.N. mission arrives at Zaporizhia nuclear plant despite shelling
RFE/RL

A mission from the United Nations nucle-
ar agency has arrived at Ukraine’s Russian-
controlled Zaporizhia nuclear power plant 
despite artillery shelling in the area that 
delayed the investigators and forced one of 
the plant’s reactors to shut down.

Plant operator Enerhoatom said in a 
brief message on Telegram that the team 
from the International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA) had arrived to carry out its 
mission. Reporters in the area said the IAEA 
mission arrived in a large convoy with a 
heavy presence of Russian soldiers nearby.

The delegation’s trip from the city of 
Zaporizhia to the plant in the Russian-
controlled town of Enerhodar was delayed 
for several hours earlier on September 1 as 
both the Ukrainian and Russian sides 
accused each other of launching attacks on 
the area.

The convoy carrying the inspectors from 
the IAEA was waiting at a Ukrainian check-
point about 20 kilometers from the front 
line, Ukraine’s state energy operator 
Enerhoatom said earlier on September 1.

IAEA chief Rafael Grossi said ahead of 
the arrival that increased military activity 
in the area would not alter the mission’s 
plan to visit the facility and meet its staff.

The situation at the Zaporizhia plant – 
Europe’s largest nuclear power station – 
continues to be a source of major concern 
for the international community. Russian 

and Ukrainian forces have accused each 
other of shelling the plant, raising concerns 
about a possible nuclear disaster.

Ahead of the inspectors’ visit, Ukrainian 
officials said Russian shelling forced one of 
two reactors operating at the power plant 
to shut down.

“Since 5 a.m., constant mortar attacks on 
the city have not stopped. ... It is known 
that several civilian buildings were hit. 
There are victims! How many is still being 
determined,” he said.

Oleksandr Starukh, head of the 
Zaporizhia region, separately reported that 
Russian troops were shelling “the pre-
agreed route of the IAEA mission from [the 
city of] Zaporizhia to the Zaporizhia nucle-
ar power plant.”

Ukraine’s state energy operator 
Enerhoatom said “the emergency protec-
tion was activated and the operational fifth 
power unit was shut down” due to the 
Russian mortal shelling. Enerhoatom 
added that “power unit No. 6 continues to 
work in the energy system of Ukraine” and 
is supplying electricity for the power 
plant’s own needs.

In turn, Russia’s Defense Ministry 
accused Ukrainian forces of attempting to 
seize the power plant early on September 1.

The ministry said that “measures had 
been taken” to destroy the opposing troops, 
including use of military aviation.

It gave no evidence to back up the claim, 
which could not be independently verified.

Russian news agency TASS quoted 
Aleksandr Volga, a Russian-installed official 
in Enerhodar, as saying that the town was 
without power on September 1.

Mr. Volga said there was no light in 
Enerhodar, but there was no reason why 
the planned visit by IAEA inspectors to the 
nuclear plant could not go ahead.

The IAEA’s experts were set to assess 
physical damage to the plant, determine the 
functionality of safety and security systems, 
evaluate staff conditions and perform 
urgent safeguards activities, the agency said.

The United States has said a controlled 

shutdown of Zaporizhia is the safest option 
and urged Moscow to agree to a demilita-
rized zone around the site, echoing an ear-
lier call from United Nations Secretary 
General Antonio Guterres.

(With reporting by Reuters and AFP)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-iaea-
inspection-zaporizhzhya-grossi-rus-
sia/32011882.html).

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy (left) shook hands with International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) Director General Rafael Grossi in Kyiv on August 30.

Office of the President of Ukraine

(Continued on page 7)
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Human Rights Watch accuses Russia of ‘forcibly transferring’ Ukrainians to Russia
RFE/RL

Human Rights Watch (HRW) says 
Russian and Russian-allied forces have 
been “forcibly transferring” Ukrainian civil-
ians, including those fleeing fighting, to the 
Russian Federation or areas of Ukraine 
occupied by Russia.

The rights group said in a 71-page 
report, released on September 1, that the 
transfers are a “serious violation” of the 
laws of war that constitute war crimes and 
potential crimes against humanity.

“Ukrainian civilians should not be left 
with no choice but to go to Russia,” said 
Belkis Wille, senior crisis and conflict 
researcher at HRW and co-author of the 
report, which also noted that thousands of 
Ukrainian citizens have been subjected to a 
form of compulsory, punitive and abusive 

security screening called “filtration.”
“No one should be forced to undergo an 

abusive screening process to reach safety,” 
Ms. Wille added.

Russia launched its unprovoked invasion 
of Ukraine on February 24. Since then, it 
has taken control of large areas in the south 
while further deepening its footing in the 
east, where Russia-supported combatants 
have been fighting against Ukrainian troops 
since 2014.

Since the outbreak of the war, Russia has 
been accused of consistently committing 
war crimes for allegedly purposely shelling 
residential areas and civilian infrastructure 
such as hospitals, shopping malls and cul-
tural venues. There have also been several 
allegations of Russia of perpetrating tor-
ture, unlawful detentions and forcible dis-
appearances of civilians.

Moscow has denied all of the accusa-
tions.

HRW said it interviewed 54 people who 
went to Russia, went through filtration, had 
family members or friends who were trans-
ferred to Russia, or who supported 
Ukrainians trying to leave Russia.

Most had fled the southern port area of 
Mariupol, while several were transferred 
from the Kharkiv region.

The group also interviewed dozens of 
civilians from the Mariupol area who were 
able to escape the war zone to Ukrainian-
controlled territory without undergoing fil-
tration.

The total number of Ukrainian civilians 
transferred to Russia remains unclear, but 
HRW said many were displaced and trans-
ported in “a manner and context that 
makes them illegal forcible transfers.”

In late July, the state news agency TASS 
reported that over 2.8 million Ukrainians 
had entered Russia from Ukraine, including 
448,000 children.

“Herding people further into Russia-
occupied areas and onward to Russia with-
out consent should immediately stop,” Ms. 
Wille said.

“Russian authorities and international 
organizations should do everything they 
can to help those taken to Russia against 
their will who want to return home to be 
able to do so safely,” she said.

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted with 
the permission of Radio Free Europe/Radio 
Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, Washington 
DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see https://www.
rferl.org/a/hrw-russia-forcibly-transferring-
ukrainians-to-russia/32013562.html).

by Mike Eckel
RFE/RL

Six months in, Russia needs soldiers.
Tallies of Russian military casualties 

since the invasion of Ukraine was launched 
in February vary. U.S. officials put Russia’s 
dead and wounded at between 70,000 and 
80,000, a figure echoed by British and 
other Western intelligence estimates.

For months now, Russian commanders 
and recruiters have been conducting a 
quiet but sweeping campaign to find more 
men to replenish the ranks.

State television newscasts have shown 
telephone numbers where volunteers can 
call to get information about joining what 
the Kremlin calls its “special military opera-
tion.” Lawmakers have removed the upper 
age limit for men to serve under contract. 
Headhunter websites are littered with 
vacancies for “contract soldiers” with lucra-
tive wages and benefits.

Officials reportedly want to create “vol-
unteer battalions” in every one of Russia’s 
80-plus regions. Reports say private merce-
nary companies are offering convicted 
inmates reductions in sentences in exchange 
for signing up. Conscripts, who are barred 
from serving in combat, are being coerced 
into signing contracts to extend service.

One thing the Kremlin and the Defense 
Ministry have refused to do, however, is 
declare a general mobilization, a move that 
could smash Russian society’s tacit accep-
tance of the war and the Kremlin’s stated 
aims.

On August 25, though, President 
Vladimir Putin took a smaller – but conse-
quential – step to pull Russians deeper into 
the war.

In a decree published on the Kremlin 
website, Putin ordered a substantial hike in 
the number of active-duty soldiers: an 
increase of 13 percent, or 137,000 troops, 
for a total of 1.15 million.

The order, which takes effect on January 
1, ushers in the first change in the overall 
size of the military in five years. No expla-
nation accompanied it. Neither the 
Kremlin, nor Putin, nor the Defense 
Ministry uttered a word about it in public.

“The Kremlin’s biggest concern in fight-
ing the war in Ukraine right now is man-
power,” said Oscar Jonsson, a researcher at 
the Swedish Defense University in 
Stockholm.

“This appears to be a way to make the 
current hodgepodge of the different ways to 
boost the official figures … more permanent 
than temporary, and also yet another way of 
avoiding a general mobilization,” he said.

The increase will bring the overall mili-
tary and civilian personnel in the armed 
forces to more than 2 million. But the 
increase will only come from adding new 
soldiers, not new civilians.

Casualties of war

Prior to the February 24 invasion, Western 
analysts put the overall size of Russia’s armed 
forces at around 850,000 to 900,000, though 
officially the stated number was over 1 mil-
lion. Prewar intelligence analyses said Russia 
had deployed around a total of 170,000 
troops to the regions near Ukraine’s borders 
in the run-up to the invasion.

In the first months after the invasion, 
Russia’s invading forces failed spectacularly 
on several fronts, including an early effort 
to seize the capital, Kyiv, that was repulsed 
by fierce resistance from Ukrainian troops.

Russian troops seized the port city of 
Mariupol after a brutal siege that leveled 
much of the city.

That then led to Russian commanders 
taking an “operational pause,” shifting men 
and materiel withdrawn from around Kyiv 
and other areas to the Donbas, and reorga-
nizing command structures. The move has 
yielded slow, incremental gains.

More recently, the tempo of fighting in the 
Donbas has slowed to a near stalemate, and 
attention has turned to Ukraine’s south, 
where there are signs of a nascent Ukrainian 
counteroffensive targeting Russian troops in 
Kherson, and possibly Zaporizhia.

Meanwhile, problems with Russia’s on-
the-ground operations have come into 
sharper focus, with reports of mounting 
casualties, equipment failures and soldiers 
refusing to fight – or even units fighting one 
another.

Experts say a flood of powerful modern 
weaponry from the United States and 
European countries have helped Ukrainian 
troops batter Russian supply lines and 
command posts.

Buckling down

The last official casualty tally released by 
Russia came in late March, when the 
Defense Ministry announced 1,351 troops 

RFE/RL

PRAGUE – The European Union’s top 
diplomat, Josep Borrell, says the bloc’s 27 
members have agreed to suspend an agree-
ment with Russia, which had made it easier 
for Russians to obtain tourist visas, as a 
sanction for Moscow’s unprovoked inva-
sion of Ukraine.

Mr. Borrell announced the decision, 
which falls short of the total ban on visa 
issuance some countries sought, on August 
31 after the second day of a meeting of 
European Union foreign affairs ministers in 
the Czech capital.

A 2007 visa agreement to ease E.U. entry 
requirements for Russians was partially sus-
pended in late February, targeting people 
close to Russian President Vladimir Putin, 
such as Russia’s official delegations and 
holders of diplomatic passports. But it left 
so-called “ordinary Russians” untouched, 
allowing them to continue to enjoy E.U. visa-
facilitation benefits, such as reduced waiting 
times and costs and the need to present 
fewer documents when applying.

Countries that share borders with 
Russia – the Baltic states, Poland and 
Finland – have led the drive for more 
restrictive bans on visas for Russian tour-
ists. With air service barred by the E.U. on 
flights from Russia, most travelers are 
using their land borders to travel on to 
other E.U. countries.

Mr. Borrell said the agreement is aimed 
at stopping Russians from “visa shopping” 

by applying for their travel documents 
with countries in the bloc where the rules 
are not as strict. Once granted a visa to an 
E.U. country, the holder of the document 
can then travel freely within the E.U.’s 
Schengen Area.

The suspension of the pact makes the 
E.U. visa process more complicated, more 
expensive and more bureaucratic, as well 
as increasing waiting times for approval, 
according to European Commission guide-
lines.

“Given the challenging implications for 
the bordering countries, we acknowledge 
that measures can be taken at a national 
level to restrict entry into the E.U. in confor-
mity with the E.U. Schengen border code,” 
Mr. Borrell said in a nod to the E.U.’s accep-
tance that a regional solution for the three 
Baltic countries, Poland and Finland may 
be reached as well.

Lithuanian Foreign Affairs Minister 
Gabrielius Landsbergis said after the meet-
ing that the E.U. countries bordering Russia 
will immediately seek such a regional solu-
tion on “how we’re going to approach the 
national-security issue of people crossing 
from Russia with Russian passports and 
Schengen visas to our countries or through 
our countries further to Europe.”

Still, some said the situation falls short of 
what is needed.

“This goes in the right direction but once 
again we saw that so far there has been a 

Six months into Ukraine war, Putin ordered troop 
increase. It’s not exactly what you think.

Borrell says E.U. members agree  
on suspension of visa deal for Russians

 NEWS ANALYSIS

The European Union’s top diplomat, Josep Borrell (right), and European 
Commission President Ursula von der Leyen (left) visited Ukrainian President 

Volodymyr Zelenskyy in Kyiv in April.

Office of the President of Ukraine

(Continued on page 8)(Continued on page 6)
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What Ukraine’s new strategy means for next phase of war
by Reid Standish

RFE/RL

A series of recent attacks on Russian 
forces in southern Ukraine and its forcibly-
annexed Crimean Peninsula reveal what 
Ukrainian officials say is a new strategy 
designed to take out supply lines in its 
occupied territories.

Mykhaylo Podolyak, a key adviser to 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, 
recently described it as designed to create 
“chaos within Russian forces” and that such 
strikes could accelerate over the next two 
to three months.

Insurgent activity in occupied territories 
and stealthy strikes possibly carried out by 
partisans trained by the Ukrainian military 
have also intensified, with the use of car 
bombs, targeted shootings and booby traps 
on the rise.

Ukraine’s summer campaign has thus far 
taken out Russian command centers, deci-
mated ammunition depots and crippled 
supply lines with strikes on key pieces of 
infrastructure across the southern Kherson 
region. A large-scale push to retake territo-
ry, however, has so far failed to materialize, 
with Ukrainian frontline forces in the south 
largely pinned down in trenches and facing 
Russian artillery barrages.

To find out more about what this shift in 
strategy could mean, RFE/RL spoke with 
George Barros, an analyst at the Institute 
for the Study of War (ISW), a Washington-
based think tank.

RFE/RL: Ukrainian officials have claimed 
they are engaged in a strategy of creating 
“chaos within Russian forces” by launching 
a counteroffensive targeting Russian supply 
lines deep into occupied territory, including 
a spate of recent attacks in Crimea. Is this 
the southern counteroffensive that many 
observers of the war have been waiting for 
and how is this strategy likely to change the 
battle lines across Ukraine?

Mr. Barros: This is part of the counterof-
fensive. These targeted precision strikes 
that the Ukrainians have been conducting 
against logistical targets throughout south-
ern Ukraine, as well as in occupied Crimea, 
are part of a coherent Ukrainian counterof-
fensive in order to regain control of the 
west bank of the Dnipro River and the 
upper part of Kherson Oblast.

Also, it’s important to remember that 
strikes against Crimea do not violate 
Ukrainian commitments to Western part-
ners about Ukraine’s nonuse of Western 
weaponry against Russian territory 
because this is territory that Russia illegally 
took back in 2014. Since then, Crimea has 
become a massive Russian military strong-
hold, from the Black Sea Fleet to airborne 
forces. It is also where Russian supply lines 
run directly between Russia itself via the 
Kerch Strait bridge into southern Kherson, 
which directly supports Russian frontline 
troops.

Therefore, if [Kyiv] is seeking to hollow 
out Russian forces [in that area], the 
Ukrainians are doing a smart job by target-
ing [various strategic infrastructure] that 
can degrade Russia’s ability to be able to 
move heavy military equipment.

A lot of the Western observers have been 
expecting to see a grandiose, large-scale 
Ukrainian counteroffensive in Kherson, but 
the Russians have reinforced this territory 
now and brought in lots of equipment and 
more units [and] they’ve created multiple 
prepared defensive lines.

The Ukrainian response has since been 
to degrade the supply lines required to sus-
tain those frontline positions so that over 
time they might be able to actually break 
through.

RFE/RL: I’ve seen some observers of the 
war say that Ukraine is doing these attacks 
because they can’t muster the manpower 
and material needed for this big counterof-
fensive. But it seems you’re saying that this 
is a deliberate Ukrainian strategy to first 
weaken and degrade Russian forces and 
then make a push for territory?

Mr. Barros: The Ukrainians don’t want 
to engage the Russian defenses head on. 
What they want to do is to degrade it to the 
point where it actually becomes manage-
able.

The example of how the Ukrainians 
retook Snake Island is useful here.

The Ukrainians did not retake Snake 
Island by sending airborne forces or 
launching an amphibious force to physical-
ly go clear the island.

Instead, they did consistent strikes on 
Russian assets that were on the island to 
make it so that holding the island was 
extremely costly for the Russians until 

Russian commanders decided that the 
costs were greater than the utility of hold-
ing it.

We’re seeing a similar approach now in 
the south around Kherson and to a degree 
in Crimea as well.

RFE/RL: We’ve seen some Russian 
attacks on Ukrainian forces in the south 
and in the north, but one of the big ques-
tions for a long time has been what is 
Moscow’s ability to muster enough man-
power to sustain itself over time and meet 
the objectives that it has set for itself. How 
is Russia dealing with those issues?

Mr. Barros: The Russians are trying to 
continue to gather what forces they can 
through these different force-generation 
efforts.

[At ISW] we’ve identified a couple of dif-
ferent distinct lines of effort. For example, 
Russia has a concept of what they call 
national battalions, which are essentially an 
effort for various oblasts and regions to 
generate volunteer units. They usually call 
them battalions, but they’re putting togeth-
er groups of between 300 to 400 troops per 
unit. They’re often recruiting people with 
no prior military experience and in some 
cases are sending them to the front line 
with just 30 days of training. In some cases, 
they’re also not even able to muster a full 
400-man unit and are instead just sending 
them in piecemeal.

That’s not going to generate enough 
effective combat power and it certainly 
takes far more than 30 days [of training] to 
create a good soldier that is capable of 

operating in a combined arms mechanized 
war, which is what the Russians are con-
ducting. There are also other parallel 
[recruiting] efforts under way, from grant-
ing clemency to convicted prisoners if 
they’re willing to deploy to Ukraine to using 
dirty tactics to effectively [trick] young 
recruits into signing a contract to go to the 
front line.

That’s all to say that Russia will have dif-
ficulties mustering enough forces for effec-
tive combat power but will continue to try 
all it can to get soldiers without actually 
calling for a mass mobilization.

RFE/RL: So where does that leave us in 
the weeks and months ahead? We are see-
ing reports of Ukraine training partisans 
and using special forces selectively behind 
Russian lines and the Kremlin appears to 
be moving forward with its referendum 
plans for parts of Ukraine. What else is like-
ly to shape the situation on the ground and 
elsewhere?

Mr. Barros: One question is if Ukraine 
can successfully get this counteroffensive 
going in the next six to eight weeks and get 
to the point where they can sufficiently 
degrade Russian forces and hollow them 
out. I’d also expect an uptick in more coor-
dinated partisan efforts from Ukraine and 
we’ve already seen Ukrainian officials set 
the conditions for them to potentially be 
part of the counteroffensive.

With regards to Russian efforts to take 
different areas, the Russians are somewhat 
frantically trying to annex these territories 
with sham referendums. People should 
remember that the Kremlin’s stated objec-
tive has been consistent: to gain full politi-
cal and territorial control over Ukraine. 
While we might hear statements from offi-
cials that they are only really focused on the 
Donbas or the south, it’s about all of 
Ukraine.

Even if Moscow doesn’t succeed in doing 
this all at once, any foothold they can main-
tain in Ukraine will be used in the future to 
continue what was already started.

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-war-next-
phase-barros-interview/31995803.html).
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Tennis Plays for Peace exhibition raises $1.2 million for Ukraine
by Ihor N. Stelmach

The world’s top tennis players have 
been holding serve over one another from 
August 29 through September 11. On 
August 24, when a few of the sport’s big-
gest stars gathered on one of tennis’ big-
gest stages, the message was simple: peace. 
Rafael Nadal, Iga Swiatek and Coco Gauff 
led a star-studded exhibition event at the 
2022 U.S. Open in support of Tennis Plays 
for Peace, an initiative started by the 
sport’s seven governing bodies this year in 
response to Russia’s war on Ukraine.

Ukraine was well represented on the 
court on its Independence Day by current 
players Dayana Yastremska, Katarina 
Zavatska and Daria Snigur. Former play-
ers Sergiy Stakhovsky and Olga Savchuk, 
currently Ukraine’s Billie Jean King Cup 
captain, completed the Ukrainian contin-
gent. Fans in the stands were spotted 
wearing Ukrainian national colors, and 

on-court personnel wore blue and yellow 
ribbons.

Twelve-year-old Ustyn Chornyy from 
the Ukrainian Chorus Dumka of New York 
sang the Ukrainian national anthem, and 
associates from Manhattan’s Ukrainian res-
taurant Veselka made a guest appearance 
to speak about the present situation in 
Ukraine and appeal for support. They got a 
chance to hit tennis balls with players, 
among them Nadal, Swiatek, Gauff and 
John McEnroe.

In all, 21 current and former tennis play-
ers participated in a total of five doubles 
tiebreak sets. In addition to those listed 
above, Carlos Alcaraz, Leylah Fernandez, 
Jessica Pegula, Stefanos Tsitsipas, Taylor 
Fritz and several others took part in the 
exhibition.

All proceeds from the event were donat-
ed to Global Giving’s Ukraine Crisis Relief 
Fund, which supports humanitarian assis-
tance in impacted communities in Ukraine 

and surrounding regions where Ukrainian 
refugees have fled. The Ukraine Crisis 
Relief Fund is the official charity of the 
Tennis Plays for Peace initiative.

The August 24 event was the beginning 
of the U.S. Open’s tournament-long effort to 
raise awareness and aid for Ukraine, which 
included the Ukrainian Chorus Dumka of 
New York that performed during the tour-
nament’s opening night ceremonies on 
August 29.

Following a Nadal-Swiatek 10-8 victory, 
Poland’s Swiatek discussed how the situa-
tion in neighboring Ukraine is close to her 
heart when asked during a post-match 
interview. American Jessica Pegula wore a 
Ukrainian ribbon on her visor. Stefanos 
Tsitsipas pledged to donate $10,000 per-
sonally to the cause if his Greek partner, 
Maria Sakari, managed to serve an ace, 
which she did.

The fifth and final set featured Sebas-
tian Korda partnered with Ukrainian 

Snigur playing France’s Tiafoe and Yas-
tremska in a symbolic and emotional fina-
le. Draped in a Ukrainian flag, Yast rem ska 
spoke from the heart, looking forward to a 
brighter future.

“One day … every single person is going 
to live in peace. And everything is going to 
be Ok,” she said.

“It really means a lot to see so many peo-
ple supporting Ukraine,” Zavatska told the 
crowd, noting that it was her country’s 
Independence Day. “I really hope and I 
wish that next year we will celebrate this 
day in freedom.”

Tournament director Stacey Allaster 
announced that $1.2 million was raised as 
part of the United States Tennis 
Association’s (USTA) effort to generate at 
least $2 million to benefit Ukraine by the 
end of the U.S. Open.

“The daily fighting goes on … so every 

(Continued on page 8)



No. 36THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 20226

With a team of inspectors from the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 
finally given access to the nuclear power plant in Zaporizhia, Ukraine, one could 
have hoped that the tense situation there would have begun to ease. But, alas, 
perhaps not unexpectedly reports from the facility indicate that we are still some 
ways away from averting another nuclear catastrophe on Ukrainian soil. 

Enerhoatom, the Ukrainian company that operates the plant, said the team of 
IAEA inspectors arrived there only after experiencing a delay of several hours 
caused by shelling near the facility that also caused one of the reactors to be shut 
down. It was not clear who was firing shells, and it is possible that both the 
Ukrainian and Russian sides were both guilty of shelling in the area. But it is 
nonetheless shocking to learn that shells were landing near the facility as a team 
of IAEA inspectors was making its way to the plant. In fact, Oleksandr Starukh, 
head of the Zaporizhia region, said Russians troops were shelling “the pre-agreed 
route of the IAEA mission from [the city of] Zaporizhia to the Zaporizhia Nuclear 
Power Plant.”

We were, however, heartened to hear IAEA Director-General Rafael Grossi 
announce after his visit to Zaporizhia that some members of his team would 
remain at the site to continue their work. “Let the world know that the IAEA is 
staying at Zaporizhia,” Mr. Grossi said in a video that was later released by the 
Russian RIA Novosti news agency. “I think we were able in these few hours to put 
together a lot, a lot of information. The key things I needed to see I saw,” Mr. 
Grossi told Russian media that accompanied the IAEA inspection team.

Once Mr. Grossi returned to Ukrainian-controlled territory, he said the team of 
inspectors who stayed at the plant would provide an impartial, neutral and tech-
nically sound assessment of the situation there, adding that group was expected 
to stay there until September 4 or 5.  What’s of great concern is Mr. Grossi’s com-
ment that it was obvious to him that the “physical integrity” of the plant had been 
“violated several times.”

The head of the International Committee of the Red Cross warned that fighting 
between Russian and Ukrainian forces around the plant could cause a “massive 
incident” that would lead to a humanitarian catastrophe. “In the event of a nucle-
ar leak, it will be difficult if not impossible to provide humanitarian assistance ... 
and this is why fighting should stop,” Robert Mardini told a news conference on 
September 1 during a visit to Ukraine. “It is therefore time to stop playing with 
fire and instead take concrete measures to protect this facility, and others like it, 
from military any operations. ... The slightest miscalculation could trigger devas-
tation that we will regret for decades. … The scenario could be a massive incident, 
and ... there is very little anyone can do to mitigate the dire consequences of this.”

We have written about the situation at the Zaporizhia Nuclear Power Plant in 
this space for several weeks now. We have done so because we believe the poten-
tial for another nuclear catastrophe in Ukraine is extremely high, and we urge 
everyone involved in the situation to grasp the consequences of a major radiation 
leak from the facility.  Once a plume of radioactive material is released into the air, 
it is near impossible to contain, and much of Europe would suffer the conse-
quences for decades to come.

The Ukrainian Weekly

Seven years ago, on September 3, 2015, news media learned 
that the National Security and Defense Council (NSDC) of 
Ukraine approved a new military doctrine that declared Russia 
to be a military opponent and called for Ukraine to pursue mem-
bership in the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO).

The official announcement came on September 1 and was 
made by Prime Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk during a visit to the port of Odesa to open the 
combined naval exercises known as Sea Breeze. Mr. Yatsenyuk said it was the first time in 
Ukraine’s history that it officially identified Russia as an enemy and aggressor.

No official reaction from Russia came immediately after the announcement. Russia con-
tinued to deny that it had sent troops and equipment to Russia-occupied areas of 
Ukraine’s Donbas region.

Ukraine’s announcement came amid strong political tensions over President Petro 
Poroshenko’s efforts to get approval of a constitutional change that would move some 
powers to the regions held by Russia through its proxies. Opponents of Mr. Poroshenko’s 
decision said the change would effectively be capitulation to Russia.

At a meeting of the NSDC, Mr. Poroshenko said the new doctrine “not only officially 
establishes the Russian Federation as Ukraine’s military opponent, but states the task of 
relocating military units and creating the necessary military infrastructure in the eastern 
and southern regions [of Ukraine].”

Mr. Poroshenko, who sought NATO membership for Ukraine by 2020, urged Ukraine’s 
military to align to NATO standards that would facilitate the country’s membership pros-
pects in the alliance. 

Ukraine’s navy sought the construction of four new corvette vessels, and Mr. Yatsenyuk 
added that the country aimed to intensify joint military activities to “turn the Black Sea 
into a safe area and to make the Russian Federation, which illegally annexed Crimea, real-
ize that any illegal actions will be curbed by our joint efforts.”

Source: “Kyiv officially declares Russia the enemy,” (RFE/RL, based on reporting by the 
Associated Press and Interfax), The Ukrainian Weekly, September 13, 2015.

Sept. 
3

2015

Turning the pages back...

Averting nuclear catastrophe

lot of talk and little action,” Finnish Foreign 
Affairs Minister Pekka Haavisto told report-
ers, adding that the situation should be 
reevaluated within a few months.

“When Russia is invading Ukraine and 
we receive refugees from Ukraine and try 
to help Ukraine in every way, this is not a 
time for holidaymaking and luxury tourism 
[for Russians],” Mr. Haavisto added.

Germany and France had led the other 
side of the debate, saying the limiting of visas 
to Russians would be counterproductive as 
the E.U. tries to fight for the “hearts and 
minds” of those Russians who don’t support 
Moscow’s aggression against Ukraine.

Kyiv has called for the bloc to ban issu-
ing visas to all Russians except political dis-
sidents.

Ukrainian Foreign Affairs Minister 
Dmytro Kuleba told RFE/RL in an inter-
view on August 30 that “calling this war a 
‘Putin problem’ and not the problem of the 
Russian society that mostly supports its 
president is self-deception.”

All 27 E.U. members had to agree to any 
measure adopted that would limit the issu-
ance of visas throughout the bloc.
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Borrell says...

Regional solution?

Those countries wanted the E.U. to take 
a firmer line with a full or near-full visa ban 
granting only a few exceptions, such as for 
humanitarian reasons. As a concession to 
those countries, ministers in Prague also 
signed off on a sentence in the agreement 
that looks rather innocuous at first but 
actually could end up carrying significant 
weight: “Given the challenging implications 
for the bordering countries, we acknowl-
edge that measures can be taken at [a] 
national level to restrict entry into the E.U. 
in conformity with the E.U. Schengen bor-
der code.”

This doesn’t automatically stop Russians 
from entering at the borders of these five 
countries, but it does offer the affected 
countries a chance to cook up a regional 
solution with the E.U.’s blessing.

A regional solution could come sooner 
rather than later. On September 2, relevant 
officials from the quintet of countries direct-
ly bordering Russia are set to meet with the 
aim of coming up with a common approach 
by next week. An E.U. source with knowl-
edge of the debate but who wasn’t autho-
rized to speak on the matter said that a 
potential solution could include case-by-case 
scrutiny of every single Russian attempting 
to cross their borders. In practice, this means 
that what once might have taken a few min-
utes to cross the border from Russia will 
now take much longer and will, perhaps 
intentionally, create bigger bottlenecks.

“No tunnels, no corridors” was the man-
tra repeated by officials over the last few 
days of negotiations, emphasizing that no 
exemptions on Russia’s borders will be 
made for visas issued from other western 
E.U. countries. Crucially, the visa issue will 
now be treated like a regional problem, 
with the Baltic states, Finland and Poland 
still having the power to outright deny 
entry to any individual, even one holding a 
valid visa.

“National security concerns” will be the 
official justification, although in truth the 
reasons are much more political. Echoing 
public sentiments, politicians in the coun-
tries concerned have objected publicly to 
images of Russians partying in their capi-
tals over the summer and Maseratis with 
Russian license plates parked on their 
streets, all while Ukrainians are bombed 
out of their homes. Latvians will hold par-
liamentary elections in October, and the 
Finns and Estonians will go to the polls in 
spring 2023, and their respective govern-
ments are keen not to let visas for Russians 
become a defining electoral issue.

Despite this week’s compromise, ques-
tions still remain. Will the other 22 coun-
tries that don’t have a land border with 
Russia follow suit in slowing down the 

Russian visa process? It’s unlikely, as 
they’re getting fewer applications anyway 
and getting into Schengen will be even 
more of a challenge.

It’s likely that all member states will be 
more vigilant about letting Russians in, but 
it might become something of a nonissue as 
the summer holiday season comes to an 
end. Russia has also kicked out so many 
E.U. diplomats at various consulates 
around the country that it’s much harder 
for Russians to even apply. Belgium 
announced recently that all their visa-issu-
ing officials had now left the country.

Leaving the door open

Focusing on tourists was always some-
thing of a misnomer, as there is no such 
thing in the E.U. as a “tourist visa.” E.U. 
member states can issue Schengen visas for 
up to 90 days in any 180-day period, a so-
called category C visa. These can of course 
be used by tourists but also by business-
men or Russian truck drivers working for 
E.U. companies, transport links that the 
Baltic states are keen to keep open.

As of now, there is also the issue of the 
estimated 10-12 million valid visas, issued 
by various E.U. countries, that are currently 
held by Russians. Those visas won’t be can-
celled and even if E.U. countries bordering 
Russia will slow down border entries, 
Russians can still reach the bloc via Serbia 
or Turkey, who have not instituted visa 
bans.

Not to mention that leaving the door 
open for Russian visitors is exactly what 
some countries want. The French-German 
discussion paper that was issued ahead of 
the meeting was pretty clear about that: 
“We need to strategically fight for the 
hearts and minds of the Russian popula-
tion,” it argued. And then, in a thinly veiled 
swipe at the Russia hawks, the paper 
underlined that “while understanding the 
concerns of some member states in this 
context, we should not underestimate the 
transformative power of experiencing life in 
democratic systems at first-hand, especially 
for future generations.” In other words: let 
them in, so they can see how we live.

The debate over granting visas is 
eclipsed by much bigger discussions over 
sanctions and energy policy. The outcome 
in Prague was essentially to allow a region-
al solution to a problem that the 27 mem-
ber states couldn’t agree on.

That wouldn’t work with sanctions, 
where unanimity among E.U. members is 
needed. And with rising energy bills and 
galloping inflation across the continent, 
unanimity on sanctions will be even more 
difficult to achieve.

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/russians-eu-visas-
restrictions-analysis/32014297.html).

(Continued from page 2)

A compromise...
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also intend to continue to support cyber 
security in Ukraine.

As founders of the G-7-led Global 
Partnership, we have worked together with 
Ukraine for more than 20 years to increase 
the safety and security of its nuclear facili-
ties. We therefore have a particular respon-
sibility to support international efforts 
aimed at sustaining these facilities and 
assisting Ukraine in countering the serious 
risks Russia’s war of aggression poses to 
the safety and security of Ukrainian nuclear 
installations.

We intend to make use of the G-7 Global 
Partnership initiative and the Global 

Partnership meeting in Berlin in October 
2022 to invite IAEA representatives to out-
line possible areas of support to the IAEA’s 
efforts. We also intend to continue to raise 
the issue of nuclear safety and security in 
Ukraine within IAEA fora, including at the 
upcoming IAEA Board of Governors and 
IAEA General Conference meetings.

We deeply regret that Russia blocked 
consensus at the Nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty (NPT) Review Conference because it 
refused to accept responsibility for the 
grave situation around the safeguards, safe-
ty and security of Ukraine’s nuclear facili-
ties. This cannot be seen as an act of good 
faith. Every other NPT state supported the 
draft outcome. Even though it was not 
adopted, it provides a solid blueprint for 
progress on all three NPT pillars.

(Continued from page 3)

G-7 calls...

abroad – but dismissed the idea that travel 
to the bloc will influence the views of other 
Russians toward Putin or the war.

Mr. Kuleba argued that since the E.U. 
simplified visa requirements for Russians 
in 2007, Moscow has invaded Georgia and 
Ukraine, assassinated political opponents 
in Europe and used its gas and oil as weap-
ons against the bloc.

“My question is: How’s that transforma-
tive impact [of eased travel to the E.U.] 
working out? Maybe they should see what’s 
really happening and admit that those are 
just illusions,” he said.

Easy travel to Europe “did not help teach 
Russians to respect others, other countries 
and other peoples,” Mr. Kuleba said.

The E.U. has since February tightened 
visa restrictions for Russians and banned 
Russian planes from its airspace, signifi-
cantly slashing the number of visitors from 
the country entering the bloc.

Yet Russians, including some officials and 
their relatives, are still arriving in E.U. states 
to vacation and the number of Russians 
seeking a visa for E.U. travel has surged.

Images of regime elite like Liza Peskova, 
the daughter of Putin spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov, who recently visited Greece, have 
fed international resentment as Ukrainian 
casualties and hardships mount.

Russians “must choose,” Mr. Kuleba said: 
“If you support Putin, then stay in Russia and 
enjoy it; don’t use Europe for your benefit.”

He called the issue “a matter of self-

respect” for Europeans, saying Putin has 
unleashed aggression not just against 
Ukraine but against the West more broadly.

“The only difference is that Putin attacks 
us with missiles and tanks. He attacks 
Europeans with energy prices, inflation, 
propaganda. But the goal is the same: to 
destroy the democratic world.”

During the 30-minute interview, Mr. 
Kuleba also touched on other major topics, 
inc luding  North  At lant ic  Treaty 
Organization (NATO) membership, rela-
tions with Turkey and peace talks with 
Russia.

He said that Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy’s administration is 
working with the West on finding a tempo-
rary solution to the country’s desire for a 
security guarantee.

Ukraine has been seeking to join NATO 
for years, but Washington and Brussels 
have repeatedly said that Kyiv is not ready 
and years away, something experts said 
was an attempt by the West to postpone a 
decision and avoid provoking Russia.

Mr. Kuleba said that, following Russia’s 
invasion, it would be “indecent” if NATO 
again demanded Ukraine go through “some 
long endless process” before receiving 
membership in the alliance.

He said Kyiv welcomed Turkish 
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s efforts to 
serve as an intermediary but said his call 
for talks between Mr. Zelenskyy and Putin 
were premature.

“We do not share the opinion that Russia 
is now ready for negotiations. All Russia’s 
actions demonstrate that it believes in its 
war and is looking for a military solution to 

the conflict.”
Mr. Kuleba reiterated that Ukraine will 

not compromise its territorial integrity to 
end the war and rebuked outsiders for try-
ing to pressure Kyiv to do so.

“I’m tired of their skepticism. These are 
all groups that never believed in Ukraine, 
who were advocates of semi-measures 
against Russia,” he said.

Mr. Kuleba described victory as a three-
stage process: restoration of Ukraine’s ter-
ritorial integrity, prosecution of Russian 
war criminals and payment of reparations, 
and Russia’s public repentance for its 
aggression against Ukraine much as 
Germany had done following World War II.

“I continue to believe that the day will 

come when a Russian leader will come to 
Ukraine, kneel in front of the monument to 
the victims of Russian aggression, and apol-
ogize to the Ukrainian people for all the evil 
done to us. And when this happens, it will 
be the final victory of Ukraine.”

Nonetheless, he said, it could take 
Ukraine generations to restore relations 
with Russia.

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
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https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-europe-
ban-travel-all-russians-except-putins-oppo-
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Ukraine says...

already been destroyed – the Russian army 
was cut off from the supply of weapons and 
personnel from Crimea,” the group added.

The Russian Ministry of Defense admit-
ted that there was an offensive, but said 
that it “failed,” and added that the 
Ukrainians suffered “huge losses.”

The claims made by members of the 
Ukrainian and Russian military could not 
be independently verified.

According to unofficial data from the 
Institute for the Study of War (ISW), the 
Armed Forces of Ukraine liberated five set-
tlements in the Kherson region during the 
first day of the counteroffensive.

In particular, according to CNN, the 
Ukrainian military liberated the villages of 
Pravdyne, Novodmytrivka and Tomina 
Balka in the Kherson region.

CNN’s source also said that Ukrainian 
forces recaptured Arkhangelsk on the east-
ern bank of the Ingulets River, south of the 
border between the Kherson and 
Dnipropetrovsk regions of the country.

The ISW said it could not verify those 
claims.

On August 29, Natalia Humeniuk, a 
spokeswoman for the Operational 
Command South of the Armed Forces of 
Ukraine, confirmed that the counteroffen-
sive in the Kherson region had begun, but 
she noted that the enemy’s forces “are quite 
strong.”

She also stressed that the Ukrainian gov-
ernment did not want to reveal more infor-
mation than necessary about the operation.

“Any military operation requires silence. 
In the conditions of a hybrid war, such a 
reaction to the news from the front harms 
the Armed Forces of Ukraine. There is news 
about the offensive along the southern axis, 
and it inspired Ukrainians. But for now it is 
necessary to realize that actions must first 
be completed; only then will they show 
results. Now we have to wait and under-
stand the rules and sequence of actions of 
military units,” she told reporters during a 

press briefing at the Ukraine Media Center 
in Kyiv.

Though the Russian military is consid-
ered to be far superior in manpower and 
resources, the Ukrainian military has had 
success in targeting Russian warehouses, 
ammunition and military equipment, Ms. 
Humeniuk.

“Our actions have weakened the enemy, 
but they are still compelling. Even the fact 
that they are morally disoriented plays into 
our hands, but it is too early to relax,” Ms. 
Humeniuk said.

She noted that all Ukrainians who are 
still in Russian occupied territory should 
find shelter and follow safety rules issued 
by Kyiv.

Ms. Humeniuk said Russia was trying to 
bring in reserves from the left bank of the 
Dnipro River to reinforce their position in 
the Kherson region, but that they could not 
do so because the Ukrainian military had 
destroyed various bridges.

“It is because we used caution and preci-
sion when hitting the bridges, which are 
the main transport arteries across the 
Dnipro, that they became impassable for 

heavy machinery. This is why the enemy is 
trying to set up alternative crossings. But 
the geography of the river and this area is 
such that they only managed to set up a 
crossing downstream in the same area 
where [the Antonivskyy] bridge is located. 
That’s why they again came under our fire, 
in particular, and we also destroyed the 
alternative crossing,” Ms. Humeniuk said.

Russia was moving units between popu-
lated areas to offer the appearance of rein-
forcements, she said.

“The destruction of enemy logistics 
routes, reserves and control points contin-
ues,” she added. “The enemy is mostly 
demoralized but continues to resist. During 
the combat day, our rocket and artillery 
units practiced strikes on four control points 
of the enemy troops and four transport 
arteries - Kakhovskyy, Darivskyy, and two 
Antonivskyy bridges. The degree of damage 
limits their use as much as possible.”

The Ministry of Defense of the United 
Kingdom also confirmed that a counterof-
fensive by the Ukrainian military had begun 
in the south of the country.

In an intelligence note, the ministry said 

the Ukrainian formations pushed back the 
front line “some distance” in some places 
while encountering a “relatively weak 
Russian defense.”

“According to its doctrine, Russia will 
probably now try to close gaps in the front 
line using pre-assigned mobile reserve 
units. This will likely include some [units] 
from the Eastern Group of Forces,” the min-
istry’s intelligence note, published on 
Twitter, said.

Russian troops have been “in some 
cases” retreating in Ukraine, according to 
U.S. Department of Defense spokesman 
Patrick Ryder, though he declined to offer 
additional details.

“What I will say is that we are aware of 
Ukrainian military operations that have 
made some forward movement, and in 
some cases, in the Kherson region. We are 
aware, in some cases, of Russian units fall-
ing back. But again, in order to preserve 
operation security and to give the 
Ukrainians the time and the space that they 
need to conduct their operations, I’m not 
going to go into that level of detail from the 
podium,” he said during a briefing with the 
press.

A Pentagon spokesman added that the 
U.S. and its allies are “focused on working 
with the Ukrainians” to ensure they have 
“what they need to fight Russia on their 
homeland.”

In preparation for Ukraine’s counterof-
fensive, the United States called on Kyiv to 
limit its operation in terms of targets and 
geography to avoid overstretching forces 
and getting “stuck” on several fronts simul-
taneously, according to a CNN report.

Meanwhile, U.S. Gen. Pat Ryder con-
firmed to CNN that members of the U.S. 
military regular speak with members of the 
Ukrainian military.

“We will not comment on the specifics of 
these interactions. In general, we provide 
Ukrainians with information to help them 
better understand the threats they face and 
protect their country from Russian aggres-
sion. Ultimately, Ukrainians make the final 
decisions about their actions,” Mr. Ryder 
said.

(Continued from page 1)

As Ukraine appears...

Mykhailo Podolyak, an advisor to Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said the 
Armed Forces of Ukraine struck the Antonivskyy Bridge, which crosses the Dnipro 
River in Kherson, with missiles, liming Russia’s ability to resupply its troops in the 

region.

Courtesy of Mykhailo Podolyak via Twitter
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had died in the fighting. There have been 
no other updates since.

For its part, Ukraine, which has essen-
tially mobilized the entire country and for-
bidden fighting-age men from leaving, has 
also suffered heavy losses. Last week, the 
Ukrainian military’s commander in chief 
said nearly 9,000 troops have been killed 
since February 24, a number that is likely 
an undercount.

Putin’s decree and the troop increase sug-
gest that the Kremlin is buckling down for a 
long war in Ukraine, said Tor Bukkvol, a 
longtime Russia military expert at the 
Norwegian Defense Research Establi shment.

“But could not this decree equally be 
seen as an attempt to try to make sure he 
will have enough troops without having to 
go to a mobilization?” Mr. Bukkvol said in 
an e-mail. “My impression so far is that he 
really dislikes the idea of officially forcing 
people to go to war. Pressuring them in var-
ious ways or tempting them with money, 
yes, but declaring to the entire population 
that there is no longer a choice, no.”

Russia’s training and recruitment infra-
structure is likely unable to handle a gener-
al mobilization that would mean process-
ing, equipping and deploying tens of thou-
sands of soldiers, Mr. Bukkvol said.

“A steady increase in personnel within 
existing units may be easier to handle,” he 
said.

The number of troops specified in the 

increase – 137,000 – also matches up with 
the size of the two draft cycles that occur 
biannually under normal peacetime condi-
tions, Mr. Jonsson said. Under Russian law, all 
men between the age of 18 and 27 are 
required to serve a year in the military, and 
there are two draft periods – one in the 
spring, and one in the autumn – that each typ-
ically conscripts around that number of men.

‘Obviously desperate’

Another explanation is that the Kremlin 
drafted this decree to serve as the legal 
framework for all the various “hodgepodge” 
recruitment efforts, said Nick Reynolds, a 
land-warfare research analysts at the Royal 
United Services Institute in London.

“To my mind, it merely facilitates their 
current attempts to attract recruits and 
bring them into military service by provid-
ing legal cover and additional budget for 
any expansion,” Mr. Reynolds said.

“Russia is obviously desperate to bolster 
its military manpower and has continued 
to rely upon reenlisting veterans and 
reservists with some military experience to 

replenish their losses, and leveraged those 
who have worked on the international pri-
vate security contractor circuit,” he said.

The Kremlin still considers mobilization 
a risky proposition, Mr. Reynolds said.

That’s why the replenishment efforts 
have involved things like increased con-
scriptions in the Luhansk and Donetsk 
regions that have been largely under 
Russia’s control since 2014. And, Mr. 
Reynolds pointed out, there are reports 
that Russia’s most notorious private merce-
nary company, the Wagner Group, has 
begun recruiting inmates from prisons.

“These initiatives seem to still be the pre-
ferred methods of expanding their manpow-
er,” he said. “But yes, recognizing that the 
war will not be over any time soon is also a 
factor, and things could change in future.”

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
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Six months...

dollar that Ukraine can get is a life saved 
[or] a child fed,” Sergiy Stakhovsky said.

Azarenka out of Ukraine exhibition

Former World No. 1 and two-time major 
champion Victoria Azarenka was dropped 
from playing in the U.S. Open exhibition 
event that raised funds for humanitarian 
assistance in Ukraine. Azarenka is from 
Belarus, a strong Russian ally complicit in 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine back in 
February.

It was reported that at least one 
Ukrainian tennis player, Marta Kostyuk, 
raised questions about having a Belarusian 
participating in the USTA’s “Tennis Plays for 
Peace Exhibition” on August 24 in Louis 
Armstrong Stadium.

“In the last 24 hours, after careful con-
sideration and dialogue with all parties 
involved, Victoria Azarenka will not be par-
ticipating this evening. Vika is a strong 
player and leader and we appreciate her 
willingness to participate. Given the sensi-
tivities to Ukrainian players, and the ongo-
ing conflict, we believe this is the right 
course of action for us,” the USTA said in a 
statement on August 24.

Sergiy Stakhovsky (left) and Olga Savchuk (center), former professional tennis play-
ers who represented Ukraine, were pictured with U.S. Open Tournament Director 

Stacey Allaster during the Tennis Plays for Peace matches on August 24.

Mike Lawrence/USTA

(Continued from page 5)

Tennis Plays...
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Sanctions shock

Western nations largely cut off Russia 
from their financial markets and technolo-
gy sectors following the invasion of 
Ukraine, crippling some companies – at 
least initially – that depended on imports 
for production.

Russia’s auto industry, which employs 
hundreds of thousands of people, including 
workers at supply companies, screeched 
nearly to a halt in May due to the Western 
export ban on parts, with production falling 
more than 90 percent.

In an August 15 interview with the gov-
ernment newspaper Rossiiskaya Gazeta, 
Labor Minister Anton Kotyakov said the 
government immediately took action to 
help companies as they search for new sup-
pliers, including offering debt restructur-
ing, the deferral of budgetary payments 
and sectoral support programs.

How high the jobless rate goes will 
depend on how quickly Russian companies 
can find alternatives to Western-supplied 
goods and Western markets, he said.

The government is subsidizing compa-
nies to hire vulnerable people, helping relo-
cate workers from struggling companies to 
healthy companies and increasing training 
programs, Mr. Kotyakov said, and working 
groups at the federal and regional levels are 
held weekly to discuss the labor situation.

“This is manual control [of the econo-
my], but when there is a component of 
uncertainty, it is necessary,” he said, adding 
that the government had enhanced its abili-
ty to closely monitor sectors and regions 
during the COVID-19 crisis, when high 
unemployment was also a threat.

Meanwhile, the state has also been seek-
ing to manage the effects of the exodus of 
foreign companies with large local work-
forces to ensure minimal job losses. It has 
created obstacles to discourage those firms 
from laying off workers, and many – citing 
concerns for their Russian employees – 
have continued to pay those workers even 

as they wrap up their operations.
U.S.-based McDonald’s, which had 

62,000 employees in Russia, sold its busi-
ness to a Siberian entrepreneur with a 
clause stipulating that the new owner 
should keep workers on similar terms for 
at least two years.

“If McDonald’s ever wants to return to 
Russia, it will be helped and welcomed 
because it left properly and that principally 
means it protected jobs,” Mr. Weafer said.

In a June report, the Center for Strategic 
Research, a Moscow-based public policy 
think tank, estimated that 350,000 people 
– or about 0.5 percent of all workers – 
were employed at foreign firms that had 
either halted or curtailed their operations 
in Russia.

“Foreign business directly accounts for 2 
to 3 percent of jobs in the Russian economy 
and, in fact, is not a critically important 
employer on a national scale,” it said in the 
report.

Economists now expect Russian unem-
ployment to end the year at 5.6 percent, 
down from an earlier forecast of 6.5 per-
cent, according to a survey conducted by 
the nation’s central bank in July.

Economy Minister Maksim Reshetnikov 
warned against “dramatizing” the expected 
increase in unemployment later this year, 
saying the “situation is controllable.”

His ministry now forecasts energy 
export revenue to surge by $100 billion this 
year, giving the government greater power 
to help companies cope with sanctions.

Demographic decline

While a low unemployment rate is good 
for the government, the figures are under-
pinned by bad news for Russia: Buttressing 
all of the state’s efforts to keep people at 
work is a negative demographic trend that 
has only been deepened by the war.

Russia has a working-age population of 
roughly 75 million people, about 3 million 
of whom are currently unemployed. But its 
labor force is decreasing by between 
500,000 to one million a year as the num-
ber of people retiring outpaces those enter-
ing the job market, experts estimate.

That phenomenon is largely due to a 

sharp decline in births in the 1990s and 
early 2000s, triggered in part by the eco-
nomic upheaval that accompanied and 
followed the Soviet Union’s collapse. Quite 
simply, fewer people means fewer jobless 
people.

“The adverse demographic trend, with 
fewer new entrants into the labor force, 
indeed plays a big role in the general tight-
ness of the Russian labor market,” Tatiana 
Orlova, an analyst at Oxford Economics, 
told RFE/RL.

Russia is also losing a growing number of 
working-age people to emigration amid a 
widening crackdown on political freedoms 
and a gloomy outlook for economic growth.

Emigration has only accelerated in the 
wake of the invasion of Ukraine.

In late March, the Russian Association 
for Electronic Communications estimated 
that as many as 70,000 IT workers fled the 
country in the month following the inva-
sion. It warned that another 100,000 could 
follow in their tracks.

To stem the outflow of skilled workers, 
Russian President Vladimir Putin signed 
several economic measures, including a 
three-year tax holiday and subsidized loans 
for IT companies. He has also approved 
subsidized mortgages for IT workers and 
granted a waiver from army service to all 
tech experts of draft age.

Another aspect of the Russian labor 
market that is preventing a jump in official 
unemployment is the widespread use of 
Central Asian migrants. They serve as a 
kind of pressure valve for the Russian labor 
market – when times are tough, they are 
among the first to lose their jobs.

“The migrants don’t go on the unem-
ployment register. They go home,” Mr. 
Weafer said.

Russia has as many as 10 million 
migrant workers, accounting for nearly one 
in eight workers, Mr. Weafer said.

Many of them are employed in construc-
tion, transport, and retail – sectors that 
tend to get hit hard when the economy con-
tracts.

Company towns

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine is also taking 

tens of thousands of citizens, mostly men, 
out of the labor market, including from 
regions where unemployment has tradi-
tionally been high, such as the North 
Caucasus.

Ms. Orlova said Russia’s economy is 
characterized by an uneven distribution of 
unemployment levels, with city job mar-
kets strong and regions like the North 
Caucasus suffering.

Russia’s economy is also characterized 
by large state – or state-friendly – owner-
ship and a plethora of one-company towns 
that influence employment trends.

About 40 percent of Russians are 
employed by the state, state-owned com-
panies or private companies whose own-
ers have close government ties – all reluc-
tant to cut headcount in tough times. The 
same holds for owners of enterprises that 
dominate “monocities,” where a single 
company is the main source of jobs.

“In the monocities, where a large plant 
is the biggest employer, the plant’s owners 
will think twice before laying off workers. 
They might reduce working hours or cut 
wages, but layoffs will be frowned upon” 
by the government, Ms. Orlova said.

When a crisis passes, employers have to 
restore previous salaries and make up for 
lost wages, Mr. Weafer said.

“Everybody accepts the system,” he said.
But it is not just government pressure 

that makes private owners reluctant to cut 
headcount: The lack of skilled workers is a 
major factor.

If a company lets skilled workers go in 
tough times, it may not be able to get them 
back when the economy picks up, Mr. 
Weafer said.

“Russia does not have an unemploy-
ment problem; it has a worker-shortage 
problem, a skills-shortage problem,” he 
said.
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south, launching a much-anticipated coun-
teroffensive to regain the Kherson region 
from Russian invading forces.

“Today we started offensive actions in 
various directions, including in the Kherson 
region,” Ukrainian public broadcaster 
Suspilne on August 29 cited southern com-
mand spokeswoman Natalia Humeniuk as 
saying. She confirmed the news minutes 
later at a briefing.

Russia’s Defense Ministry acknowledged 
that a Ukrainian offensive had been 
launched, but it insisted it had failed, with 
its forces inflicting heavy Ukrainian casual-
ties.

“Enemy’s offensive attempt failed miser-
ably,” it said.

The claims could not be independently 
verified.

Russia captured swathes of southern 
Ukraine in the first phase of its February 24 
invasion. Ukraine has been pledging for 
weeks to launch a major counteroffensive 
to retake land and has used Western-made 
long-range weapons to hit Russian supply 
lines.

Ms. Humeniuk said Ukraine’s recent 
strikes on Russia’s southern logistical 
routes had “unquestionably weakened the 
enemy,” adding that more than 10 Russian 
ammunition dumps had been hit over the 
past week.

However, she declined to disclose more 
details about the new offensive.

“Any military operation needs silence,” 
she said, adding that Russia’s forces in the 
south are “rather powerful” and have been 
built up over a long time.

Ukrainska Pravda and Suspilne quoted 
Ukrainian official Volodymyr Litvinov as 
saying that Ukrainian forces hit the 
Beryslav Machine-Building Plant in the 
Kherson region, where Russian troops had 
concentrated equipment and manpower.

Mr. Litvinov did not provide details but 
said a fire had broken out at the site. The 
report could not immediately be verified.

Russian-installed officials in the region 
on August 29 announced the evacuation of 
residents of nearby Nova Kakhovka, a city 
frequently targeted by Kyiv’s forces, to 
bomb shelters from their workplaces. The 
officials citied Ukrainian rocket strikes on 
the city.

The Moscow-appointed regional leader 
of Crimea, Sergei Aksyonov, dismissed the 
Ukrainian assertion of a counteroffensive in 
the Kherson region as false, claiming the 
Ukrainian forces have suffered heavy losses 
in the south and elsewhere.

In Mykolayiv, regional military adminis-
tration chief Vitaliy Kim said Russian 
troops had shelled the center of the strate-
gic southern city about 60 kilometers 
northwest of Kherson.

“They are shelling the city center. … 
Missile launches are still occurring,” he said.

“There are dead passersby and civilians 
in the houses. Stay in shelters,” Mr. Kim 
urged, without providing casualty figures.

A Reuters journalist in Mykolayiv said a 
Russian missile struck a private home 
located next to a school in a residential dis-
trict, killing one woman.

Both houses on the property were 
destroyed in the missile strike, the journal-
ist said.

Mykolayiv, which hosts major Ukrainian 
shipbuilding facilities, has been regularly 
shelled by Russian forces throughout the 
conflict, although Moscow has denied it tar-
gets civilian areas.

(With reporting by RFE/RL’s Ukrainian 
Service, Reuters, dpa and AFP)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-russia-
invasion-southern-offensive-kherson/320 
09148.html).

(Continued from page 1)
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A map shows the state of the advance of Russian forces in Ukraine as of September 1.
RFE/RL
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Children of war recover from trauma in Pearl of Transnistria summer camp
by Victoria Malko

FRESNO, Calif. – Ukrainian children flee-
ing the horrors of Russia’s unjust and 
unprovoked war on their country have 
been able to find some measure of peace 
and solace this summer at the Pearl of 
Transnistria camp located in the Ivano-
Frankivsk region of western Ukraine.

“Since the beginning of this war, there 
are no ‘other people’s children.’ They are all 
our children, the future of the nation,” said 
Nazar Zbihley, founder and CEO of the char-
itable foundation Family-Ukraine, the 
group responsible for organizing and run-
ning the summer camp.

The charitable foundation raised funds 
to cover the full cost of the stay for children: 
transportation, five meals a day, medical 
insurance and care, sports games, nature 
hikes, art, dance and song contests, and vis-
its to local historical sites. 

Among the campers was Viktoriia 
Yaroshevska, a teenager from Mariupol 
who woke at 5 a.m. on February 24 as 
Russian bombs and rockets shook the 

ground around her. The life she had known 
in her peaceful house with a view of the 
Azov Sea was gone. Doors splintered, walls 
cracked and a favorite guitar burned. She 
and her mother, Nadiia, were only able to 
carry an emergency bag. They spent the 
first 10 days of the war in a cellar. The city 
went dark. It was cold, and they were cut 
off from power and had no outside commu-
nications.

Around Julian Calendar Easter, both 
mother and daughter decided to evacuate, 
leaving for the suburbs of Kyiv to join their 
estranged father. The grandparents stayed 
behind.

Their journey, which would typically 
take half a day, took a month. They had to 
rely on the kindness of strangers who 
drove them through Russian checkpoints, 
waiting for hours to get through filtration 
camps, risking their lives while moving at 
night through minefields and charred coun-
try roads that were under constant shell-
ing. Low-flying jets roared overhead.

On the road, the teenager had to take 
care of her mother who suffered a diabetic 

coma due to a shortage of insulin. Choking 
back tears, Viktoriia recalled that when the 
evacuees crossed from Russia-occupied ter-
ritory into territory under Ukrainian con-
trol, they dropped to their knees, hugged 
and kissed. They were both grateful to be 
back on Ukraine-controlled soil. 

For Mr. Zbihley, February 24 was also a 
turning point. It was the day that his young-
est son was born, and he decided to take his 
wife and daughter to Makariv near Bucha, 
hoping to stay away from the mayhem. 
Instead, he witnessed war crimes. The fami-
ly spent 11 days under Russian occupation, 
hiding in a cellar without food, water, elec-
tricity, heating or communication.

On March 7, he and his family managed 
to escape to safety despite constant shell-
ing. It was then that he and his friends 
began taking action to help others.  They 
wanted to assist civilians scarred by war, 
especially children who lost not only their 
homes but one or both of their parents.

In June, Mr. Zbihley signed a memoran-
dum with the Kyiv regional military admin-
istration and an agreement with a health 

resort in the Carpathian Mountains. And, 
with a promotional campaign run by celeb-
rities and sports stars, they raised funds for 
a summer camp.

Over the past two months, camp leaders 
held four two-week camps for approximate-
ly 100 children age 6-16. The campers 
included Viktoriia, as well as orphans and 
children of members of Ukraine’s military 
fighting on the frontline, who, under the 
watchful eyes of psychologists, were able to 
receive treatment, both physical and mental. 

After two weeks of summer camp, 
Viktoriia appears to have recovered from 
the initial trauma and stress, as seen by her 
answers on a Child Impact of Events Scale, 
developed by the Children and War 
Foundation, though she will need further 
psychological support to overcome persis-
tent worry and intense feelings of impend-
ing death.

The volunteers have already brought her 
a gift – a brand new guitar, as well as a 
promise to make her cherished dream of 

Ukrainian children impacted by Russia’s war on Ukraine toured a castle in 
Kamianets-Podilskyi as part of the Pearl of Transnistria summer camp in the Ivano-

Frankivsk region of Ukraine.

Mykhailo Kresan

Nazar Zbihley (left), founder and CEO of the charitable foundation Family-Ukraine, 
was joined by volunteers Kostiantyn Kataev (fourth from the left) and Denys 
Shaldishev (third from the right), as well as children from the Pearl of Transnistria 

summer camp in the Ivano-Frankivsk region of Ukraine.

Mykhailo Kresan

Hunter community celebrates 31st anniversary of Ukraine’s renewed independence
by Irena Sawchyn Doll

JEWETT, N.Y. – The Ukrainian community centered 
around Hunter, N.Y., gathered on August 21 at St. John the 
Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Church’s Grazhda community 
hall to commemorate the 31st anniversary of Ukraine’s 
renewed independence.

Dr. Irena Sawchyn Doll, who moderated the program, 
invited Fr. Roman Lytvyniv to open the program with a 
prayer for the people for Ukraine. 

Ms. Sawchyn Doll noted that a year ago the Ukrainian 
community approached the 30th anniversary of the 
country’s renewed independence with joy and anticipa-
tion that perhaps Ukraine would realize its long-awaited 
aspiration of becoming a strong, democratic country.

Ukraine’s response to the ensuing war has demon-
strated to the world a level of courage and unity among 
the people of Ukraine that might not have been possible 
after 20 or even 25 years of independence, Ms. Sawchyn 
Doll said, adding that it may have taken a whole genera-
tion of young Ukrainians who have never lived under 
Soviet domination to reject with such ferocity the possi-
bility of another Russian subjugation. 

Marta Zielyk, who had been the senior diplomatic 
interpreter for Ukrainian for the U.S. State Department, 
was the keynote speaker for the program. She recently 
retired after a career spanning 25 years, during which 
time she interpreted for four U.S. presidents, multiple 
secretaries of state and defense, as well as many other 
political and military dignitaries. Before joining the State 
Department, Ms. Zielyk worked as a journalist for Voice 

of America and Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty. 
Ms. Zielyk’s presentation addressed her life-long pas-

sion of furthering the cause of Ukraine in the world 
through personal and professional commitments. As a 
young teen, Ms. Zielyk said, she was profoundly moved by 
the poetry of the dissidents of the 1960s. She spoke of 
the joy of receiving letters from young Ukrainian listen-
ers who covertly tuned in to her broadcasts on Radio 
Free Europe/Radio Liberty and hazarded recriminations 
by requesting information about life in the West when 
such actions were considered mutinous by Soviet author-
ities.  

Ms. Zielyk described one thought-provoking incident 
with a Ukrainian military general who felt compelled to 
share his anguish in transferring his allegiance to the 
new Ukrainian government after so many years of being 
loyal to the Soviet Union. 

Thinking back to the dozens of trips she made to 
Ukraine with U.S. military delegations, Ms. Zielyk gave 
credit to former Secretary of Defense William Perry for 
being one of the few American officials who, as early as 
the mid 1990s, recognized Ukraine’s potential as a strate-
gic partner and laid the groundwork for a relationship 
that bears fruit during the current war.

Ms. Zielyk’s talk was enthusiastically received by the 
standing-room-only audience, and a lively question and 
answer period followed. 

Viktoria Bezkorovajna charmed the audience with a 
recitation of the poem, “Stand Firm, My Ukraina.” 

The program concluded with everyone in attendance 
singing the majestic prayer for Ukraine, “Bozhe Valekyj.”

Participants in a program celebrating Ukrainian 
Independence Day in Hunter, N.Y., included (from left 
to right) Irena Sawchyn Doll, Marta Zielyk, Viktoria 

Bezkorovayna and Fr. Roman Lytvyniv. 

Orest Temnycky

(Continued on page 19)
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U.S. gets court approval to seize Russian jet

The Justice Department announced on 
August 31 that the United States had 
obtained a warrant from a district court to 
seize a $45 million Boeing aircraft owned 
by Russian oil and gas giant Lukoil based 
on a violation of sanctions dating back to 
the Russia’s partial invasion of Ukraine in 
2014. It cited “probable cause ... based on 
violations of federal law,” adding that the 
plane “flew into and out of Russia in viola-
tion of the Department of Commerce’s 
sanctions against Russia.” The Boeing 737-
7EM bearing the tail number “VP-CLR” is 
thought to be in Russia, the Justice 
Department added. Lukoil, officially PJSC 
Lukoil and headquartered in Moscow, is 
Russia’s largest nonstate company by reve-
nues. It has been under U.S. sanctions since 
2014 as a result of measures adopted after 
Russia invaded and annexed Crimea from 
Ukraine and launched its backing for 
armed combatants elsewhere in eastern 
Ukraine. The Justice Department cited the 
Lukoil jet’s flight to Texas in March 2019 
with a “Russian oligarch” aboard whom it 
identified as Lukoil CEO Vagit Alekperov, 
who is thought to control Lukoil and is 
regarded as one of Russia’s richest people. 
The United States, the European Union and 
other entities have dramatically increased 
their financial, travel, diplomatic and other 
sanctions against Russia since President 

Vladimir Putin ordered tens of thousands 
of Russian troops into Ukraine on February 
24. As a result, hundreds of millions of dol-
lars’ worth of luxury yachts and other 
assets of Russians who prospered under 
Putin’s two-decade reign have been seized. 
(RFE/RL)

Russian who condemned war arrives in France

A Russian paratrooper who fled his 
homeland after criticizing the invasion of 
Ukraine has entered France following offi-
cial authorization that allowed him to 
leave the asylum seekers’ waiting area at 
Charles de Gaulle Airport on August 30. A 
lawyer for Pavel Filatyev said her client 
had been freed and has eight days to file an 
asylum claim. “We are delighted at this 
decision and are going to file the political 
asylum request in the days ahead,” the law-
yer, Kamalia Mehtiyeva, said. Mr. Filatyev 
took part in Russia’s attack on Ukraine in 
February and March. He later wrote a book 
titled “ZOV” (A Call) in Russian, a play on 
the signs “Z” and “V” that mark Russian 
military vehicles in Ukraine and have 
become symbols promoted by Russian 
state media and officials of support for the 
war. Before leaving Russia, Mr. Filatyev 
gave an interview to The Guardian saying 
that after his book was published, he 
changed his address several times to avoid 
possible arrest. A France-based human 
rights activist said his group had helped 
Mr. Filatyev “urgently” leave Russia. Mr. 
Filatyev also said that he was not aware of 
whether a criminal case had been 
launched against him. But he told AFP 

(Continued on page 16)

(Continued from page 2)

NEWSBRIEFS

Ukrainian Running Club N.Y. holds 7th Vyshyvanka Run
by Stefan Slutsky

NEW YORK – Members of the Ukrainian 
Running Club New York with their numer-
ous supporters – more than 150 people in 
total – gathered at the Ukrainian Institute 
of America on August 21 to celebrate the 
31st anniversary of Ukraine’s renewed 
independence with a Vyshyvanka Run.

It was the seventh time that organizers 
held the race in person. It was also held vir-
tually in 2020 as a result of the beginning 
of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Run organizers offered participants a 
variety of distances so that participants of 
different skill levels, from the fastest who 
could run a mile in 5 minutes to those in 
wheelchairs, could take part in the event. 

 Race organizers have only one rule for 
the annual event: each participant must 
wear a traditional Ukrainian embroidered 
shirt (vyshyvanka).

Anna Shpook, the founder of the 

Ukrainian Running Club New York, 
addressed the participants before the race 
began with a short speech. She introduced 
Consul General of Ukraine in New York 
Oleksii Holubov and Consul Vadym 
Tkachuk.

Mr. Holubov wished everyone victory – 
victory for Ukraine in the war against 
Russia, and, to the athletes present for this 
year’s run, victory in running and life.

Event director Tetiana Samokysh pro-
vided event participants with information 
about the run before participants all sang 
the Ukrainian national anthem and gath-
ered for a joint picture.

Depending on their abilities, run partici-
pants either ran 4 kilometers or walked 2.5 
kilometers along the magical paths of New 
York’s Central Park.

The fastest group of runners was led by 
Dmytro Molchanov and Volodymyr Sobur, 
while Nik Zavada and Dmytro Stasiuk led a 
middle group. The slightly more leisurely 

group was guided by Ms. Samokysh and 
Daria Holan, while the walking group 
(which turned out to be the largest group) 
was led by Stefan Slutsky, who was assisted 
by Lada Lysniak and Andriy Yariy Skalchuk.

The race for children, directed by Yana 
Zavada and Maria Poharska, turned out to 
be very emotional. Not only the parents, 
but also everyone present enthusiastically 
greeted each child who crossed the finish 
line. As they crossed the finish line, each 
child was awarded a medal by a guest of 
the Vyshyvanka Run – a member of the 
New York Police Running Club.

All donations from the event – more 
than $4,600 in total – were sent to support 
Ukrainian school children affected by the 
war.

Thanks to the volunteer organization 
Aid Ukraine Now – founded by Mr. Zavada 
and Dmytro Boyko, both members of the 
Ukrainian Running Club New York – 

Ukrainian children in need were to be 
given special packages for the coming 
school year.  The packages, worth $300, 
include a backpack, writing stationery and 
a tablet for online lessons.

The success of this year’s Vyshyvanka 
Run was made possible by the joint efforts 
of numerous volunteers, the sponsorship of 
New York’s Veselka restaurant, which pro-
vided all participants with delicious hot 
meals that included traditional varenyky 
and borshch. Bauer Dental Arts provided a 
donation that covered all of the expenses 
for the event, Roman Verhnyak provided 
professional photos of the event, and Eyal 
Holan supplied bottled water.

This year’s Vyshyvanka Run also 
received wide coverage in the Ukrainian 
media. It was covered by a number of lead-
ing news agencies in Ukraine, while Voice 
of America prepared a video report that 
can be seen on YouTube.

Participants of the Ukrainian Running Club New York’s 7th annual Vyshyvanka Run 
either ran 4 kilometers or walked 2.5 kilometers along the magical paths of New 

York’s Central Park on August 21.

Roman Verhnyak

Consul General of Ukraine in New York Oleksii Holubov was among the participants 
of the Vyshyvanka Run’s walking group.

Stefan Slutsky

shut by the Russian invasion. Only those 
schools with air raid bunkers will be per-
mitted to reopen, with the rest reverting to 
online learning.

Meanwhile, inspectors from the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 
were on route to inspect the Russia-
occupied Zaporizhia nuclear plant in the 
south of Ukraine.

The team is meant to assess the damage 
to the facilities and determine the function-
ality of the main and backup safety and 
security systems, the IAEA said.

Russia’s Defense Ministry said in a state-
ment on August 30 that the radiation situa-
tion at the Zaporizhia plant remains normal.

The ministry said Ukrainian forces had 
fired two artillery shells into the territory 
of the nuclear power plant. The claim could 
not be confirmed, and Kyiv has consistently 
denied it has fired upon the plant, Europe’s 
largest nuclear power station.

Ukraine and Russia have in past weeks 
blamed each other for shelling in the area.

The European Commission said on 
August 30 that the European Union has 
donated more than 5 million potassium 
iodide tablets to Ukraine to protect against 
the risk of radiation.

With shelling ongoing near the 
Zaporizhia nuclear plant, the tablets are a 
preemptive delivery to protect citizens, 
Janez Lenarcic, European Union commis-
sioner for crisis management, said in a 
statement.

Potassium iodide tablets can prevent the 
accumulation of radioactive iodine in the 
thyroid in the event of a nuclear accident.

On the diplomatic front, E.U. defense 
ministers met in the Czech capital, Prague, 
on August 30 to hold talks focused on set-
ting up a military training program for 
Ukrainian soldiers.

(With reporting by RFE/RL’s Ukrainian 
Service, Reuters, dpa and AFP)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/russia-ukraine-
kherson-offensive-zelenskiy/32010179.html).

(Continued from page 1)

Ukrainian forces...

from the airport that, “When I heard the 
higher-ups were calling for me to be sen-
tenced to 15 years in prison for fake news, 
I realized that I wouldn’t get anywhere 
here and my lawyers couldn’t do anything 
for me in Russia.” President Vladimir Putin 
in March signed a law that calls for lengthy 
prison terms for distributing “deliberately 

false information” about Russian military 
operations as the Kremlin seeks to control 
the narrative about its war in Ukraine, 
launched in late February. It also makes it 
illegal “to make calls against the use of 
Russian troops to protect the interests of 
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by Eugene Serba

PARSIPPANY, N.J. – The Ukrainian 
National Association (UNA) has a decades-
long record of assisting students in their 
pursuit of higher education. In keeping 
with that tradition, the UNA Scholarship 
Committee met virtually on June 24 to 
review all applications for scholarships 
and awards for the 2022-2023 academic 
year. 

There was a total of 43 applicants from 
21 different branches. Once again, the cre-
dentials of applicants were truly excep-
tional, with a number of students applying 
for more than one scholarship for which 
they were eligible. 

The special scholarships awarded by 
the UNA include the following for under-
graduate students: the Joseph and Dora 
Galandiuk Scholarship ($2,000) for stu-
dents of accounting or the sciences; the 
Dmytro and Slava Jarosewycz Memorial 

Scholarship ($1,000) for students excel-
ling in their studies; the Stefan Hawrysz 
Scholarship ($1,000) for students from 
one of the UNA Philadelphia District’s 
branches; the Vera Stangl Scholarship 
($750) for students of journalism or 
nature/wildlife;  the Joseph Wolk 
Scholarship ($750) for students of Lemko 
heritage; and the Ukrainian National 
Home Corp. of Blackstone, Mass., scholar-
ship ($500) for students from New 
England branches of the UNA. 

This year benefactors funded two new 
scholarships: the Maria and Taras 
Slevinsky Scholarship ($1,000) for stu-
dents majoring in nursing; and the Danylo 
Andrii Demidenko Scholarship ($500) for 
students in the medical field.

The UNA is grateful for the continued 
support of all benefactors who fund schol-
arships for our community’s students.

If you or your organization is interested 
in sponsoring a UNA scholarship, please 

contact Eugene Serba of the UNA 
Corporate Board of Directors at 856-904-
4161. The UNA will process, evaluate and 
handle administration of the scholarship 
you fund based on criteria you establish. 

In addition to the aforementioned spe-
cial scholarships, the UNA sponsors UNA 
Heritage Scholarships of $1,000 each for 
undergraduate or graduate students 
enrolled in full- or part-time programs. 
These scholarships – which recognize aca-
demic achievement and community 
involvement – were established in 2019 to 
coincide with the UNA’s 125th anniversa-
ry. 

This year, the Heritage Scholarships 
were the most competitive with 30 appli-
cations for the five available scholarships. 

We are pleased to announce the follow-
ing recipients of special scholarships for 
2022-2023: 

• Galandiuk Scholarship – Kyril 
Yurchuk, Branch 70, The Cooper Union; 

UNA awards scholarships for 2022-2023 academic year

$2,000  SPECIAL SCHOLARSHIP

$750  SPECIAL SCHOLARSHIP

Kyril Yurchuk
GALANDIUK  Scholarship

UNA Branch 70
The Cooper Union

Roman Hladio
STANGL  Scholarship

UNA Branch 161
Allegheny College

Paul Williams
JAROSEWYCZ  Scholarship

UNA Branch 37
Wake Forest University

Alexander Swiatkiwsky
WOLK  Scholarship

UNA Branch 360
SUNY Buffalo

Philip Szeremeta
HAWRYSZ  Scholarship

UNA Branch 173
University of Colorado, Boulder

Mark Rokycky
BLACKSTONE  Scholarship 

UNA Branch 277
University of Connecticut

Amanda Godfrey
SLEVINSKY  Scholarship

UNA Branch 142
JFK Muhlenburg

Natalia Skyba
DEMIDENKO  Scholarship

UNA Branch 399
Dominican University

$1,000  SPECIAL SCHOLARSHIP

$750  SPECIAL SCHOLARSHIP

$1,000  SPECIAL SCHOLARSHIP

$500  SPECIAL SCHOLARSHIP

$1,000  SPECIAL SCHOLARSHIP

$500  SPECIAL SCHOLARSHIP

UNA ANNoUNces scholArship wiNNers  
for 2022-2023 AcAdemic yeAr

• Jarosewycz Scholarship – Paul 
Williams, Branch 37, Wake Forest 
University; 

• Hawrysz Scholarship – Philip 
Szeremeta, Branch 173, University of 
Colorado, Boulder;

• Stangl Scholarship – Roman Hladio, 
Branch 161, Allegheny College;

• Wolk Scholarship – Alexander 
Swiatkiwsky, Branch 360, SUNY Buffalo;

• Blackstone Scholarship – Mark 
Rokycky, Branch 277, University of 
Connecticut;

• Slevinsky Scholarship – Amanda 
Godfrey, Branch 142, JFK Muhlenburg;

• Demidenko Scholarship – Natalia 
Skyba, Branch 399, Dominican University. 

UNA Heritage Scholarship recipients 
for 2022-2023 are: 

• Nina Gillespie, Branch 399, University 
of Pittsburgh;

• Anna Kosachevich, Branch 269, New 
York University;

• Michael Kulycky, Branch 465, McGill 
University;

• Danylo Leschyshyn, Branch 367, 
University of Toronto; and 

• Olena Mykhaylyshyn, Branch 42, 
Rider University. 

Congratulations to all scholarship 
recipients!

It is notable that the 13 students who 
received these scholarships represent 12 
different UNA branches and are pursuing 
studies at 13 different universities or col-
leges. 

In addition to the special scholarships, 
the UNA gave out monetary awards to 
undergraduate students based on their 
year of academic study. Congratulations to 
all award recipients!

 In order to apply for a UNA scholarship 
or award, a student must have a current 
UNA insurance policy with a minimum 
value of $5,000 (term policies excluded). 
T h e  m o s t  c o m m o n  p o l i c i e s  a re 
Endowment at Age 18 and 20-Year 
Endowment. These policies are usually 
purchased for children by their parents, 
grandparents, or aunts or uncles. 

To learn more about the UNA’s scholar-
ship program, readers may go to: https://
unainc.org/una/benefits/scholarships/.

Notably, the UNA offers another option 
for funding higher education: the 
Coverdell Education Savings Account 
(ESA). In a Coverdell account, $2,000 per 
year may be deposited into an account 
with tax-free growth, provided that funds 
are withdrawn for education at any level. 

For more information about UNA insur-
ance, endowments, ESAs, annuities and 
IRAs, readers are advised to contact their 
branch secretary or the UNA directly at 
800-253-9862.

Eugene Serba, MBA, serves on the UNA 
Corporate Board of Directors and chairs 
the Scholarship Committee of the UNA.

As a fraternal insurance society, 
the Ukrainian National Association 

reinvests its earnings for the 
benefit of its members and the 

Ukrainian community.

The Ukrainian 
National 
Association exists: 

•   to promote the principles of fraternalism;
•   to preserve the Ukrainian, Ukrainian American and Ukrainian Canadian  
   heritage and culture; and
•   to provide quality financial services and products to its members.

  M i s s ion  stateMent
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Melanie Agne
UNA Branch 42

Drexel  University

Matthew Stefurak
UNA Branch 116

University of Pittsburgh

Adrian Deputat
UNA Branch 360

Colorado State University

Alexander Kolody
UNA Branch 171

Berklee College of Music

Alexis Schrieber
UNA Branch 42

Northern Arizona University

Nicholas Demitre
UNA Branch 42

Rutgers University

Sophia Jarowyj 
UNA Branch 399 

University of Denver 

Chrystyna Mykhaylyshyn
UNA Branch 42
Rider University

Sophia Kowal
UNA Branch 27

Northeastern University

Joseph Stefurak
UNA Branch 501

Penn State University

Zoryana Duda
UNA Branch 7

Kutztown University

Matthew Manasterski 
UNA Branch 120 

University of Pittsburgh 

Taras Mykhaylyshyn
UNA Branch 42
Rider University

Isadora Lee
UNA Branch 13

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute

Roman Swiatkiwsky
UNA Branch 360

SUNY, Buffalo

Adam Godfrey
UNA Branch 142
Rider University 

Blake Robinson 
UNA Branch 112

High Point University

Kalyna Woloszyn
UNA Branch 88

CUNY Queens College

Markian Nychka
UNA Branch 269
SUNY Purchase

Liliana Tomko
UNA Branch 37

University of Texas, Austin

Daniel Olivette
UNA Branch 42

Rutgers University

Andriy Stelmach 
UNA Branch 269

Northeastern University 

Daniela Agne
UNA Branch 42

The College of New Jersey

Steven Schiavone
UNA Branch 171
Pace University

Andrew White
UNA Branch 269

Fairfield University

Volodymyr Skyba
UNA Branch 399 

Northeastern Illinois University

Markian Tabatchouk 
UNA Branch 269 

Monmouth University

Emma Diakiwsky
UNA Branch 161

Community College of Beaver County

Amanda Schieber
UNA Branch 42

University of Arizona

Andrew Williams
UNA Branch 37

Western Carolina College
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With deep sorrow we announce that 

Anna Shepko 
of New Paltz passed away peacefully in her home 

on August 20, 2022, at the age of 85. 
Anna was born on December 10, 1936, in Kharkiv, Ukraine, to 

the late Alla Herburt-Johansen and renowned Ukrainian artist Mykhaylo 
Boychuk, who was arrested before her birth and later killed by Stalin’s 
regime.

Anna was the Ukrainian Desk Program 
writer and editor for Radio Free Europe/ 
Liberty since 1959 and retired in 1998. 
She was a Ukrainian school teacher in 
Ludwigsfeld, Germany; Astoria, N.Y.; 
Passaic, N.J.; and Kerhonkson, N.Y. Anna 
had been the St. Volodymyr Ukrainian 
Orthodox Mission conductor, cantor, 
treasurer and president. A member of 
the Zolotyi Khomіn’ choir in Kerhonkson, 
N.Y., she was a soloist in Ukrainischer 
Kirchenchor Pokrow, Dibrowa women’s 
choir and German-American Choir 
in Munich and she was a member of 
the Boyko group “Makivka” in New 
York City. She was a longtime member 
of the Ukrainian Women’s League of 
America and the Ukrainian Museum 
in New York City, Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization in Germany, 
Verband Ukrainischer Studenten and Studentenklub Young Men’s Club 
of America/Young Women’s Club of America. Anna helped fund the 
rebuilding of the Presentation of Mary Ukrainian Orthodox Church after 
a fire in the village Verkhne Vysotske near Turka, Ukraine. She was a ballet 
dancer at Studio Apollon Munich High School of Choreographic Art, with 
Anna de Zavarichine director. She sang in Rev. Zaytsev’s choir in Munich 
and played with New York School of Bandura. 

Anna gained her wings after battling pancreatic cancer. She loved 
beauty, flowers, her family and helping others. “The most important thing 
is to pick flowers for the nurses,” she would say before her appointments.

She was the biggest sponsor of what started as a family music group, 
together with her daughter Halyna and all five of her grandchildren. It 
became Korinya Ukrainian Folk Band and she sang with them on their 
first album, “Korinya Kids,” which were songs that she taught members 
of the group. Performing as a family was something that was integral to 
Anna. They performed at Soyuzivka for Kovbasniuk Travel Agency events. 
Her husband, Thomas, was an accordionist and sang Ukrainian folk songs 
together with their children, Maksym and Halyna.

Anna “Hanya” was a big supporter of her family’s Shawangunk Ridge 
Farm and helped wherever needed. Planting garlic was her specialty.

Besides her parents, Anna was predeceased by her husband, Thomas 
Shepko, and her brother, Gaius Johansen.

She is survived by her daughter Halyna Maria Shepko and her son 
Maksym Thomas Shepko. Anna was ever so proud of her grandchildren, 
Roxolyana “Sana” Alla Shepko, Zoya Liubov Shepko, Stefan Vasyl Shepko, 
Zorian Viktor Shepko and Alexandra Rose Hamilton. Her nephews Peter 
Johansen and Timothy Shepko, with wife Karen, and the rest of the 
Virginia Shepko family: Joshua, Jason, Kate, Henry Louis and Sophia, as 
well as family in Ukraine.

 A Panakhyda was held at Humiston Funeral Home and officiated by Rev. 
Vitaliy Lutsiv and Rev. Ivan Kasczcsak on August 24, and Funeral Mass was 
on August 25 at Holy Trinity Ukrainian Catholic Church in Kerhonkson, 
N.Y., with Rev. Vasyl Dovgan and Rev. Ivan Kaszczak. Terenia Kuzma sang 
Ave Maria. Burial followed at St. Andrew’s Ukrainian Orthodox Cemetery 
in South Bound Brook, N.J., with Rev. Vasyl Dovgan officiating.

Anna’s family invites all to come on September 5 at 6 p.m. for a ninth 
day Memorial Service for Anna at Holy Cross Ukrainian Catholic Church in 
Astoria, N.Y., officiated by Rev. Mario Dazeshen. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to the 
Kobzarska Sich Bandura Camp and mailed to: Friends of UBC-KS, 5115 
Saffron Drive, Troy, Mich., 48085, and/or to the Ukrainian American Youth 
Association of Goshen, N.Y., on Paypal.
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Russia” or “for discrediting such use,” with 
a penalty possible of up to three years in 
prison. The same provision applies to calls 
for sanctions against Russia. Another 
Russian soldier, Daniil Frolkin of the 64th 
Motorized Rifle Brigade from the Far 
Eastern Khabarovsk Krai region, recently 
acknowledged that Russian troops took 
part in robberies, looting and murders of 
civilians in Ukraine under orders from their 
supervisors. He also confessed that he had 
killed a Ukrainian civilian in the village of 
Andriyivka. (RFE/RL, based on reporting 
by AFP, Meduza and RFE/RL’s Russian 
Service)

E.U. defense chiefs agree on assistance mission

European Union defense ministers meet-
ing in the Czech capital have agreed to begin 
work on the blueprints for an E.U. military 
assistance mission for Ukraine amid broad-
er debate on added weapons and training to 
help Ukraine defend itself from the current 
Russian invasion, according to E.U. foreign 
policy chief Josep Borrell. Mr. Borrell is 
chairing two days of talks in Prague among 
defense and foreign affairs ministers from 
all 27 E.U. member states. “There are many 
training initiatives on the way, but the needs 
are enormous and we need to ensure the 
coherence of these efforts,” Mr. Borrell said 
after the defense ministers met. The minis-
ters are examining roles their countries 
might play in training new Ukrainian 

(Continued from page 12)
NEWSBRIEFS recruits on E.U. territory, with reports sug-

gesting tens of thousands of casualties so 
far on each side and fewer experienced offi-
cers free to train new recruits. “I can say 
that all member states agree clearly on that 
and on launching the work necessary to 
define parameters for an E.U. military assis-
tance mission for Ukraine,” Mr. Borrell said. 
He also said the E.U. defense chiefs had 
debated ways to boost weapons production 
as the West feeds Ukrainian military and 
civilian defense efforts in the war, which is 
now in its seventh month. “We are depleting 
our [military] stocks,” Mr. Borrell said. “We 
are providing so many capacities to Ukraine 
that we have to refill our stocks.” Some dis-

agreements appear to remain between 
countries that want a more structured 
approach to the training, like Ireland, and 
those like Luxembourg and Austria that 
might want to preserve flexibility to help 
Kyiv repel Europe’s biggest full-scale inva-
sion since World War II. Latvian Defense 
Minister Artis Pabriks said his Baltic coun-
try was ready to help but that any E.U.-wide 
mission “must be practical.” Later on August 
30, E.U. foreign affairs ministers were 
expected to debate contentious proposals to 
impose tight visa restrictions on Russians 
hoping to travel to the European Union. 
(RFE/RL, based on reporting by Reuters 
and AP)
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Her name was Lola and she was not a 
showgirl, but she did attend the Western 
and Southern Open tennis tournament 
dressed to kill with a Ukrainian flag around 
her shoulders and a Ukrainian floral wreath 
atop her head. She was removed from the 
tournament grounds on August 14 after a 
Russian player complained to the chair 
umpire during her match that the fan was 
distracting.

It happened during the first set of a qual-
ifying match in Cincinnati between Anna 
Kalinskaya and Anastasia Potapova, both 
Russians. One of the players stopped play 
and complained to umpire Morgane Lane. 
The fan, identified only as Lola from 
Madison, Ohio, was seated quietly watching 
the match.

The umpire proceeded to climb down 
from her chair and confronted the fan, say-
ing that her actions were “not nice.” Lola, the 
fan, responded by saying that it’s “not nice to 
invade a country,” referring to Russia’s war 
on Ukraine, which is now in its sixth month.

The incident escalated with Lola leaving 
the tennis match and being escorted to the 
parking lot by security. She was told that 
her flag was larger than the allowed 18 
inches x 18 inches, a policy almost never 
enforced at sporting events. Lola was told 
she would have to leave her Ukrainian flag 
in her parked car.

Kalinskaya beat Potapova in straight sets 
7-5, 6-1. It was not clear which player com-
plained, nor how the other responded.

Subsequent reports determined that 
Lola was an American originally from 
Uzbekistan who attended the match with a 
Ukrainian friend. She said she and her 
friend left the stands and were walking the 

grounds of the venue when they were again 
approached by a security guard who asked 
them to either leave the grounds or get rid 
of the flag.

Ukraine supporters protest

They came out in force to show their 
support for Ukraine, but also to address 
Western and Southern Open officials’ deci-
sion to remove a woman from the tennis 
tournament for wearing a Ukrainian flag 
that was not regulation size on August 14. 
Ukraine supporters and tennis fans peace-
fully protested on August 20.

According to a report by Cincinnati’s Fox 
19, protester Eugenia Nemirovska Santeos 
said the umpire asked the woman wearing 
the flag to remove it because it was intimi-
dating Russian players. The woman 
refused, and was later removed by security.

“What happened to our friend who was 
kicked out of the tennis tournament due to 
wearing the Ukrainian flag was not accept-
able,” Santeos told Fox 19. “Why are you 
allowing [Russian players] to dictate the 
rules?”

Santeos admitted that the woman’s flag 
was not regulation size, but said it would 
not have been an issue until the Russian 
tennis player complained.

“We’re here to support Ukraine [and] to 
show that the war is not over,” Santeos said. 
“People are still dying there.  They 
[Russians] are still bombing it.”

Turkish club fined over Putin chants

Turkish football club Fenerbahce was 
fined $50,900 by the European soccer gov-
erning body UEFA on August 5 and ordered 
to impose a partial stadium closure over 

offensive chants from some fans at a match 
in July.

Along with an official warning, the UEFA 
Appeals Body ordered a partial closure of 
at least 5,000 seats of Fenerbahce Ulker 
Stadium the next time it hosts a UEFA club 
competition. The move came as punish-
ment for the throwing of objects and illicit 
chants during a July 27 match versus 
Dynamo Kyiv of Ukraine.

UEFA’s statement added that, as of 
August 5, there is a probationary period of 
two years for the partial stadium closure 
decision. During the July 27 match, the 
Turkish club’s fans chanted “Vladimir 
Putin” from the stands, a chant made as the 
war against Ukraine, started by the Russian 
president, entered its sixth month.

Fenerbahce issued a statement 

addressed to UEFA stressing that it repudi-
ated the 20-second chant. The team made it 
clear that the chant did not reflect the 
club’s pro-peace, humanitarian stance.

Ukrainian athletes won 1,500 medals

The Russian invasion of Ukraine has not 
precluded Ukrainian athletes from podium 
finishes in athletic competitions all over the 
world. Vadym Hutzait, Ukraine’s minister of 
youth and sports, proudly related that 
Ukrainian athletes have won 1,500 medals 
at sporting events since the full-scale war 
began in late February, as reported by 
Interfax-Ukraine.

Despite the wartime conditions, 
Ukrainian athletes are doing their best to 
prepare for and win various international 
competitions, as evidenced by their medal-
winning achievements.

Ukrainian athletes in Oklahoma City

Four Ukrainian Olympic and world 
champion athletes arrived in Oklahoma 
City, Okla., to compete in Super Cup and 
World Cup events at the 2022 World 
Paddlesports Festival at the city’s Boat-
house District from August 6-28. The four 
athletes commemorated Ukrainian 
Independence Day half a world away, wor-
ried about the families they left behind.

The events featured top paddlers from 
around the world with the competition 
being moved from Moscow to Oklahoma 
City by the International Canoe Federation 
as a result of Russia’s war on Ukraine.

In honor of Ukrainian Independence Day 
on August 24, the athletes were presented 
gifts and sunflowers, the nation’s national 
flower.

Dmytro Sydoruk, a competitive archer 
who represented Ukraine at the 2017 

Invictus Games, was killed in April.

Invictus Games UA

Fan removed after complaint by Russian player

(Continued on page 19)

Swimmers win 10 gold medals at European Aquatics Championships
by Ihor N. Stelmach

Ukraine completed their stunning per-
formance at the 2022 Roma European 
Aquatics Championships with a total of 10 
gold medals, eight of which were won in 
artistic swimming. Marta Fiedina and the 
Aleksiiva twins, Maryna and Vladyslava, 
each finished with six gold medals. The 
relentless Aleksiiva twin sisters continued 
their domination of duet events with a daz-
zling performance in the Technical Final. 
Their strong performance to the theme 
“Royal Blood” saw the pair claim their first 
European title in the event. The twins did 
not begin practicing their challenging med-
al-winning routine until they arrived in 
Rome five days prior to the event.

The last medal event of the Roma 2022 
artistic swimming program was the wom-
en’s Team Free final where Ukraine com-
pleted an amazing competition to win a 
final title. The Ukrainians, based in Italy 
since the start of Russia’s full-scale war on 
Ukraine, received rousing support from the 
fans. They performed their gold medal rou-
tine to an appropriate theme: “Team of the 
Brave.”

The Ukrainian women dominated wom-
en’s artistic swimming, winning gold medals 
in the following events: Team Technical 
(92.5106 points): Maryna and Vladyslava 
Aleksiiva, Fiedina, Olesia Derevianchenko, 
Veronika Hryshko, Anhelina Ovchynnikova, 
Anastasiia Shmonina and Valeriya 
Tyshchenko; Solo Technical (92.6394 
points): Fiedina; Highlights Routine 
(94.0667 points): Sofiia Matsiievska and 
Daria Moskynska, plus all eight competitors 

from team technical; Duet Free (94.7333 
points): – Hryshko and Maryna and 
Vledyslava Aleksiiva; Solo Free (94.6333 
points): Fiedina; Free Combi nation 
(95.2000 points): team of 10; Duet 
Technical (92.8538 points): Hryshko and 
Maryna and Vledyslava Aleksiiva; Team Free 
(94.1000 points): the same team of eight 
that performed in the Team Technical event.

Two Ukrainian men won gold medals at 
the European Aquatics Championships: 
Mykhaylo Romanchuk set a national record 
with a time of 14:36.10 seconds in men’s 
1,500-meter freestyle swimming, and 
Oleksii Sereda won the platform diving 
event with a score of 493.55 points.

Ukrainian women won a total of 11 
medals at the competition, including three 
silver medals to go along with their eight 
gold medals. The men captured four total 
medals: the two gold plus silver and bronze 
medals. Mixed competitions yielded 
Ukraine an additional two silver medals.

Team Ukraine finished with 17 total 
medals ranking them third in gold medals 
and fourth overall in total medals. A total of 
23 countries won medals in Rome.

Romanchuk dedicates win

With a time of 14:36.10 seconds, 
Mykhaylo Romanchuk won a second 
straight 1,500 free title at the European 

Championships in Rome. The Ukrainian 
swimmer was quick to dedicate the victory 
to his father who had recently returned 
from fighting against Russia in eastern 
Ukraine. As he sat on the lane rope after 
finishing his gold-medal heat, Romanchuk 
absorbed a rousing reception from the 
crowd, which he acknowledged by beating 
his heart with his hand.

“It’s for my country, it’s my land, it’s my 
home and I give everything for my country. 
I was thinking about my father, that he’s 
back home now and this win is for him, for 
all the Ukrainians, for the army who is 
defending our country. Now the rotation 
has started and he is back three days ago so 
it is a really emotional time. My mind now 
is much more relaxed so I know that my 
father is safe, that he is at home and for me 
it’s a little bit easier,” the 26-year-old 
Romanchuk said during an August 16 
interview with Swimming World.

Romanchuk survived several months of 
agony knowing that his father was on 
active duty on the war’s frontline.

“I was talking with him once a day 
[when he was fighting], sometimes when 
he didn’t contact me in the morning it was 
really so stressful because I didn’t know 
what happened that night and sometimes 
it was really so hard.”

When asked if the war in Ukraine was 
slipping from among public perception in 
Europe, his answer was, “Sometimes they 
forget the war is still going on. But the war 
is still there in our home and our land and 
we will fight. We are fighting. We will fight 
to the end and we will win for sure. It will 
be a long war, but we will win for sure.”

Team Ukraine celebrates its gold medal in the women’s team technical artistic swim-
ming final at the European Aquatics Championships in Rome on August 11-21.

European Aquatics Championships 2022 via Facebook
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Ukraine takes five gold medals at 2022 European Championships
by Ihor N. Stelmach

The second edition of the multi-sport 
European Championships held on August 
11-21 in Munich, Germany, featured nine 
Olympic sports: athletics, beach volleyball, 
canoe sprint, cycling, gymnastics, rowing, 
sport climbing, table tennis and triathlon. 
Ukraine sent a team of 157 athletes (76 
women and 81 men) to the championships 
to compete in all nine sports. Russia and 
Belarus were banned from the competition. 
A total of 4,700 athletes from 52 nations 
took part in 178 events.

Ukraine won a total of 22 medals in 
Munich, including five gold medals, eight 
silver and nine bronze. Team Ukraine 
placed 11th in gold medal victories and 
ninth place overall in total medals. Thirty-
five countries won medals at the European 
Championships.

Winning gold medalists for Ukraine 
were Svitlana Bohuslavska and Iaroslav 
Koiuda in PR2 mixed double sculls, Danyil 
Boldyrev in men’s speed sport climbing, 
Maryna Bekh-Romanchuk in the women’s 
triple jump, Liudmyla Luzan and Anastasiia 
Chetverikova in women’s canoe double 
500m, and Yaroslava Manuchikh in the 
women’s high jump.

Mahuchikh dedicates win for all 
Ukrainians

Yaroslava Mahuchikh became Ukraine’s 
first female athlete to win a gold medal in 
the high jump with a result of 1.95 meters 
on the last day of the multi-sport European 
Championships. The Olympic and world sil-
ver medalist, who was crowned indoor 
world champion in March, claimed her first 
major outdoor title. She also completed her 
set of continental crowns after capturing 
golds in the U18, U20 and U23 categories.

Ukraine’s team of athletes received a 
warm reception in Munich and that was 
very evident when Mahuchikh struck high 
jump gold with her final leap of 1.95 
meters.

“I would like to dedicate this medal to 
the Ukrainian people,” said Mahuchikh 
after her win, according to AthleticsWeekly.

com. “I left my home in March and it has 
been difficult since then. Our people wait 
for good news and it is a pleasure for them 
to see my gold medal. I want to show that 
we are a strong people, a strong nation and 
that we can fight until the end.”

Organizers of the event awarded the 
championship media rights free of charge to 
the Public Broadcasting Company of Ukraine 
so that the Ukrainian people, despite very 
challenging circumstances, could see their 
national sports stars in action.

Ukrainian runners welcomed

Stanislav Kovalenko is an international 
sprinter. But, like many of his fellow 
Ukrainian athletes, he finds himself dis-
placed by Russia’s war on his country.

“To be Ukrainian right now, you don’t 
have a home, you don’t have money, you 
don’t have any personal support,” he said in 
an August 17 interview with BBC Sport. 
“I’m proud of my country, but it’s really dif-
ficult right now, not only because of money, 
but because a lot of people have lost their 
homes. I don’t have the words to explain it.”

Since Russia invaded Ukraine, the 
25-year-old and his fellow runners have 
been forced to live on the road, first in the 
Czech Republic, then in Bulgaria and Wales. 
In preparation for a 4x100-meter relay on 
August 19 at the European Championships 

in Munich, Ukraine’s men’s team was train-
ing at Cardiff Metropolitan University in 
Cardiff, Wales. The university is acclaimed 
for its world class sporting facilities, having 
had athletes from England, New Zealand 
and Botswana train there for the recent 
Commonwealth Games.

The university provided Kovalenko and 
his Ukrainian teammates with accommoda-
tions, food, physiotherapy and sport sci-
ence support, all free of charge. This was all 
due to a professional relationship forged 
between local performance coach Gareth 
Wilson and Ukrainian coach Sergiy 
Basenko back in 2019 when Wilson was 
teaching a course in Moscow. Wilson 
explained how the Cardiff training came to 
pass in a conversation with BBC Sport.

“With the situation in Ukraine, I was 
thinking how I could support him,” Wilson 
explained. “I shared a lot of video clips and 
so on to help support his athletes. Then Ian 
Bezodis [Cardiff Metropolitan University 
senior lecturer in sport biomechanics] and 
I talked about bringing the Ukraine relay 
team to Cardiff. The rest is history. We’ve 
had a fantastic involvement with them, 
from a coaching perspective and also from 
a friendship side of things. It’s unbelievable 
the reward and feeling you get each day 
leaving the track or the gym, not just from 
the coaching side, but from a personal level 

of providing them with a safe, structured 
environment.”

The visiting Ukrainians thoroughly 
enjoyed themselves on the track, flying 
through their relay practice sessions, and 
away from it. When finished with their train-
ing, Kovalenko and his teammates watched 
the university’s rugby players scrum on a 
nearby field. Upon arrival in Wales, the 
Ukrainians were immediately impressed 
with the friendliness and desire to help 
shown by their hosts. The facilities they 
were allowed to use were beyond impres-
sive and proved to be an excellent prepara-
tion for the European Champion ships.

As the Ukrainians’ stay in Cardiff came to 
a conclusion, the university’s staff hoped 
for a long-term collaboration. The strong 
bonds developed over the course of three 
weeks led both parties to discuss tentative 
plans for a return next year.

Following their final training session 
before departing for Munich, the Ukrainian 
athletes were treated to a surprise visit from 
an athletics superstar. Lynn Davies, the 1964 
Olympic long jump champion, brought his 
Olympic and European gold medals with 
him to deliver a motivational speech to the 
Ukrainians. Davies reflected on the 
Ukrainians’ bravery and how the athletes 
represented the fighting spirit being demon-
strated by the Ukrainian nation at this time.

Long-jumper Maryna Bekh-Romanchuk (left) and high jumper Yaroslava Mahuchikh and demonstrate their skills in preparation 
for the 2022 European Championships in Munich, Germany.

2022 Munich European Championships via Facebook

Football in Ukraine resumes play despite war
by Ihor N. Stelmach

The stands were not occupied with fans 
amid the ongoing risks of bombs and mis-
siles falling from the skies, while the pitch 
was minus many elite foreign players. 

Nonetheless, Ukraine’s football league 
restarted as Russia’s war on the country 
continues. Much of the impetus to resume a 
new season in distraught circumstances 
came as league officials believe that doing 
so would lift national morale.

On August 22, Shakhtar Donetsk held its 
final training session before an extraordi-
nary new Ukrainian Premier League sea-
son began the following day. Players had to 
wait until the air raid sirens stopped before 
they could kick off their season.

While Ukrainian soldiers battle Russian 
forces in the east and south, Shakhtar faced 
Kharkiv’s Metalist 1925 in the opening 
game of the new season. The match in Kyiv 
went off one day before Ukraine marked 
six months since Russia invaded its neigh-
bor in a war that has killed thousands of 
people, displaced millions and destroyed 
cities. Coincidentally, it was also one day 
before Ukrainians all over the world com-
memorated the 31st anniversary of the 
country’s renewed independence.

The competition was truly unique – it 
took place during a war, during military 
aggression, during bombardments and 
with a poignant ceremony paying tribute to 
those fighting against Russia. Shakhtar and 
Metalist played to a 0-0 draw. It was the 
first top-level soccer match played in the 
country since Russia launched its full-scale 
war against Ukraine in February. Players 
raised a Ukrainian flag that once belonged 
to Danylo Myhal, a Ukrainian Canadian. 
Myhal ran onto the field carrying the flag 
during a match between the Soviet Union 

and East Germany at the 1976 Montreal 
Olympics.

“Myhal always dreamed of bringing his 
flag to Ukraine and today it’s finally hap-
pened,” President Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
said in a televised address before kickoff as 
reported by the AP. “It’s being raised today 
at the opening of the Ukrainian soccer 
championship.”

Matches will be played without fans in 
the stands because of the risk of bombs 
and missiles. Two top-flight clubs – Desna 
Chernihiv and FC Mariupol – are being 
replaced in the 16-team league after their 
stadiums were destroyed in the war.

FC Mariupol’s entire future is now a 
huge question mark after Russia captured 
the club’s home city in a brutal three-
month siege that reports claim killed over 
20,000 residents.

Andriy Pavelko, head of the Ukrainian 
Association of Football, said much of the 
push to restart the soccer season in the 
fraught circumstances came from Mr. 
Zelenskyy and the Ukrainian Army, with the 
hope that the league would buoy the coun-
try’s spirits. Pavelko travelled throughout 
Ukraine in March and April to convince club Shakhtar Donetsk (left) and Metalist 1925 of Kharkiv, draped in Ukrainian flags on 

Ukrainian Flag Day, walk on to the field during the opening match of the Ukrainian 
Premier League on August 23 at Olympic National Stadium in Kyiv.

Ukrainian Association of Football

(Continued on page 19)
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September 9  Diorama exhibit, “Ukrainian Folktales and Traditions for
through October 9 Children” by Luba and Andrij Chornodolsky, Ukrainian
Chicago National Museum, www.ukrainiannationalmuseum.org

September 10 Classic car show for Ukraine, Classic Auto Mall, 
Morgantown, PA 703-477-9899 or johnny1957@ptd.net

September 10 Golf tournament, Ottawa Ukrainian Golf Association,
Ottawa  Canada-Ukraine Foundation, The Meadows Golf and Country
 Club, www.facebook.com/ottawa-ukrainian-golf-association

September 10 Plast-Chicago Golf Classic, Pobratymy Foundation, Oak 
Oak Brook, IL Brook GolfCourse, oskubiak@gmail.com

September 11 53rd Ukrainian Festival, Connecticut State Ukrainian Day
Stamford, CT Committee, St. Basil Seminary, 203-269-5909

September 16-18 19th annual Washington Ukrainian Festival, St. Andrew
Silver Spring, MD Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral, www.ukrainfestdc.com

September 17-18 Ukrainian Food and Culture Festival, St. Michael the
Jenkintown, PA  Archangel Ukrainian Catholic Church, 215-576-5827

September 24 Presentation, “The Ukrainian Experience in 1942 – An
New York Eightieth Year Retrospective,” Ukrainian Historical
 Encounter Series, Ukrainian Institute of America, 
 www.ukrainianinstitute.org or 212-288-8660

September 25 Exhibition soccer match to benefit Ukraine, “Legends for  
Philadelphia Peace,”Subaru Park Stadium, www.legendsforpeace.org

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

Brothers of Cossack Mettle 
Book one: Ukraine and Book two: 
Homeland Lost, by Roman Gerus, is an 
historical � ction series about two years 
in the Ukrainian War of Independence 
(1918-19). 

Аvailable on the Amazon, Kobo and Barnes 
& Noble websites in both paperback and 
e-book formats.

ROSELLE, NJ
645 W 1st Ave.
Tel.: 908-241-2190
          888-336-4776

CLIFTON, NJ
565 Clifton Ave.
Tel.: 973-916-1543

PHILADELPHIA, PA
1916 Welsh Rd., Unit 3
Tel.: 215-969-4986
          215-728-6040

Туристичні послуги: авіяквитки в Україну та інші країни • Пересилка  
пакунків, автомобілів та контейнерів в Україну та інші країни світу • 
Українські та европейські компакт-диски • Українські сувеніри та хустки

Пачки, автомобілі  
та контейнери  

в УкраїнУ

presidents to keep their teams together 
and prepare them for a new season.

Shakhtar Donetsk, a perennial favorite 
for the league title who will also compete in 
Europe’s UEFA Champions League, are no 
strangers to war. The club was forced to 
relocate from their home base of Donetsk 
in 2014 when the city was captured by 
Russia-backed fighters. The forced reloca-
tion did not halt Shakhtar’s on-pitch suc-
cess as they have since won five titles in 
eight seasons. They were in first place on 
February 24 when the season came to a 
sudden stop after Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine.

For years, Shakhtar relied on superstar 
players from Brazil, where the club estab-
lished a strong scouting network, to be the 
core of its team. This was possible due to 
the deep pockets of their owner, Rinat 
Akhmetov, one of Ukraine’s richest men. 
Following a mass exodus of foreign players 
because of the war, new head coach Igor 
Jovicevic is trying to rebuild the squad with 
young, home-grown talent.

The new season presents many logistical 
challenges, including potential missile 

strikes. All stadiums are required to have 
bomb shelters. In the beginning, all match-
es will be played in Kyiv, its surrounding 
area and two western provinces near 
Poland. This could change in the future. 
Whenever an air raid sounds, a match will 
be stopped for players and officials to take 
shelter in basements until an all-clear is 
given.

This has caused some serious concern as 
some players like Shakhtar’s reliable mid-
fielder Taras Stepanenko have questioned 
how they will keep their muscles warm in 
games broken up by long breaks. Setting up 
training bicycles was an idea tossed out to 
alleviate such a potential problem.

Ukrainian military officials will be pres-
ent at every game and if an air raid siren 
lasts over an hour, the military will confer 
with the referee to determine whether to 
wait or to postpone the match.

The war has not only destroyed sports 
facilities, but it has also wrecked the 
futures of thousands of young talented soc-
cer players. Stadiums have been lost and a 
whole generation of footballers have lost an 
opportunity to develop their soccer skills 
through competitive matches.

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@
sfgsports.com.

(Continued from page 18)
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Soldiers compete in Warrior Games

As Ukraine observed its Independence 
Day amid its ongoing war against Russia, 
soldiers from the war-torn country took 
part in the Warrior Games.

“This win makes me have hope. A win in 
Ukraine is possible, too, because before this 
game, I was in war – a big battle with 
Russian troops,” Pfc. Maiia Moskvych said 
in an August 24 interview with News 6 in 
Orlando, Fla.

Moskvych said that right before her 
arrival to compete in the 2022 Department 
of Defense Warrior Games, she was push-
ing back Russian troops while on duty with 
the Ukrainian military. She was competing 
in archery and shooting and said that when 
she won gold in the rifle standing category 
on August 21, she felt better about cele-
brating Ukraine’s Independence Day.

“In the United States, I want to represent 
better for Ukraine and bring honor to 
Ukraine with competition,” she said.

In 2015, as a volunteer in Ukraine’s mili-
tary, Moskvych was hit by an explosion 
during a mission, injuring her back and 
leaving her with contusions.

“Warrior Games, they are more about 
sports. I get to show that I can do some-
thing, and [shooting] and archery help me 
calm down, concentrate and make my 
health … better,” Moskvych said.

She also said that her Ukrainian team 
will keep up the good fight at the Warrior 
Games to inspire her own nation to keep 
going.

“I take the spirit of win and give the spir-
it to my unit, to everybody in Ukraine that 
win is possible,” she said. “We are not alone 
in this war.”

Team Ukraine went on to win a total of 
73 medals at the 2022 Warrior Games, 

including 35 gold medals.

133 athletes killed in war

Among the thousands of Ukrainians who 
have lost their lives over the course of the 
war with Russia, there have been 133 
Ukrainian athletes and coaches who have 
also died as a result of the war, according to 
Ukrainian Minister of Youth and Sports 
Vadym Hutzait.

On the occasion of  Ukrainian 
Independence Day on August 24, Hutzait 
posted on social media that “the flag will no 
longer be raised and the anthem will no 
longer be played in honor of the sports vic-
tories of the deceased athletes. Russia 
invaded Ukraine and took their lives. One 
hundred thirty-three athletes and coaches 
have died on the battlefield and from 
enemy shelling.”

Some of the athletes killed during the 
war perished on combat missions, some in 
their homes destroyed by shelling.

Archer Dmytro Sydoruk died while 
defending Ukraine. After he was injured in 
2014, Sydoruk represented Ukraine in 2017 
at the first ever Invictus Games – an event 
for wounded soldiers founded by Britain’s 
Prince Harry. He won a silver medal in 
archery, and he went on to coach Ukraine’s 
national Invictus and Warrior Games teams 
and was coordinating the Invictus team in 
Lviv at the time of his death. He was pas-
sionate about helping all Ukrainian veterans 
who united around sports, passing along his 
skills to children in training and teamwork. 
He was 35 years old.

A former medalist at the European 
Shooting Championship, Ivan Bidnyak was 
killed while fighting in the Kherson region. 
He was 36. He represented Ukraine at the 
World Championships and was the first 
Ukrainian to compete in shooting at the 
2012 London Olympics.

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@
sfgsports.com.

(Continued from page 17)

Fan removed...

returning home to a free Mariupol come 
true someday.

In order to help support the project, the 
Ukrainian National Women’s League of 
America (UNWLA) donated $18,600 to 
Family-Ukraine.

The donation was facilitated by two 
members of Branch 111 of the UNWLA, Dr. 
Victoria Malko and Liudmila Wussek, who is 
the chair of the UNWLA’s Standing Commit-
tee on Education and president of Branch 
111, with assistance from Olga Hrycak, chair 
of the organization’s Standing Committee on 
Social Welfare. It was approv ed by UNWLA 
President Natalie Pawlenko.

Additional donations to the foundation 
have been made by the Ukrainian informa-
tion technology companies iDeals, Giga 
Trans, Giga Cloud and Akurateco. 
UltraMarket donated nutritious food pack-
ages so that volunteers could deliver food 
and hygiene products to the children of 
families in need. The need is limitless. 
Parents and guardians apply for assistance 

on the foundation’s website daily.
Future plans of the Family-Ukraine foun-

dation include continued support of chil-
dren affected by the war via weekend 
camps where they can develop skills in the 
sciences, arts or sports.

“The goal is to create a community of 
successful, strong, patriotically-educated 
children who can rely on [the] care and 
support of their compatriots,” Mr. Zbihley 
said.

Readers who would like to learn more 
about the Family-Ukraine foundation and 
other children’s stories can do so by visit-
ing the website https://dity.family-ukraine.
com/#about. Readers who would like to 
support the foundation’s activities can do 
so via PayPal by using the account n.zbig-
ley@gmail.com. The organization can also 
accept wire transfers using the following 
bank and routing information: Charitable 
F o u n d a t i o n  “ F a m i l y - U k r a i n e ,” 
UA503510050000026002879143087; 
beneficiary bank: 020061151200138 
Ukrsibbank, Andriivska Str. 2/12, Kyiv; 
S W I F T  U k r a i n e :  K H A B U A 2 K , 
Correspondent bank: BNP Paribas, New 
York, U.S.A.; U.S.A. SWIFT: BNPAUS3N

(Continued from page 10)

Children of war...
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