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With winter nearing, Ukraine and E.U. 
prepare for gas war with Russia

by Roman Tymotsko

LVIV – As Moscow continues to wage a 
multi-pronged war on Ukraine that has 
included the use of cyber and informa-
tion warfare, the upcoming winter sea-
son is expected to pose one of the most 
challenging energy crises in modern 
Ukrainian and European Union history.

E.U. leaders have repeatedly promised 
to stand with Ukraine while looking for 
other solutions to replace Russian gas, 
which many major European countries 
have relied on for decades to heat homes 
throughout the region during winter.

On August 30, Russia’s Gazprom 
stopped supplying gas to France’s largest 
customer, Engie, due to “non-payment” of 
its debts. Engie officials said that 
Gazprom had cut gas supplies due to a 
contract dispute.

Meanwhile, French Energy Minister 
Agnes Pannier-Runacher said the coun-
try should prepare for a complete shut-
down of supplies, fearing that Russia 
would again use gas as a weapon to 

coerce European countries to drop sanc-
tions targeting Moscow for its full-scale 
war on Ukraine.

On September 2, Gazprom announced 
a complete shutdown of gas through 
Nord Stream 1, the main pipeline that 
supplies gas to the E.U. The Russian 
energy company claimed the move was 
caused by a malfunction in a compressor 
station.

The Kremlin, however, said it would 
resume supplies if the West lifted sanc-
tions against Russia.

In recent months, Moscow has 
reduced gas supplies to the E.U., citing a 
lack of turbine engines needed to pump 
gas through its pipelines. Turbines for 
Nord Stream 1 are manufactured by 
German company Siemens, but the com-
pany has said it can only repair those 
parts in its plant in Canada.

Siemens officials said there were no 
real technical reasons for halting the flow 
of gas through the Nord Stream 1 pipeline.

RFE/RL

U.S. Secretary Antony Blinken made a 
surprise visit to Kyiv as the United States 
pledged another $2.675 billion in aid to 
Ukraine and other countries to bolster 
security around Europe amid Russia’s 
unprovoked invasion of its neighbor.

Mr. Blinken made the visit on September 
8 while on a trip to Poland and said that the 
White House would use $2 billion from the 
Foreign Military Financing program to bol-
ster the security of Ukraine and 18 of its 
neighbors – including some North Atlantic 

Blinken makes surprise Kyiv visit as U.S.  
announces another $2.7 billion in security aid

Commander of Ukrainian armed forces says  
war to extend into 2023

(Continued on page 3)

by Mark Raczkiewycz

KYIV – As autumn begins, Ukraine’s mili-
tary is making inroads on three axes: the 
south, north and east to corrode Russian 
forces as the foe continues to engage in a 
war of attrition that has now entered its 
seventh month.

Officials in Kyiv are maintaining mostly 
operational silence as videos appear on 
social media of Ukrainian forces making 
advances toward occupied Kherson to push 
Russian soldiers toward the eastern bank 
of the Dnipro River.

Ukraine catches thinly defended Russian forces by surprise  
by launching three-pronged counteroffensive

(Continued on page 15)

U.S. Secretary Antony Blinken (left) made a surprise visit to Kyiv on September 8 as 
the United States pledged another $2.675 billion in aid to Ukraine and other coun
tries. He was joined at a press briefing at the embassy in Kyiv by U.S. Ambassador to 

Ukraine Bridget A. Brink.

Courtesy of Antony Blinken via Twitter

(Continued on page 7)

Ukrainian soldiers fire mortar rockets at enemy Russian positions on September 2.
Ukrainian Joint Forces Task Force

RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelens-
kyy says Ukrainian troops have recaptured 
several settlements in the Kharkiv region 
in the country’s northeast.

“This week we have good news from the 
Kharkiv region,” Mr. Zelenskyy said in his 
nightly address on September 7, noting 
that Ukrainians probably had already seen 
reports about the activity of Ukrainian 
forces.

He added that “now is not the right 
time” to name the settlements that have 
been recaptured, but he thanked the mili-
tary units “for their bravery and heroism 
during combat missions” in restoring the 
Ukrainian flag.

Breakthroughs by Ukrainian forces in 
the Kharkiv region had been reported in 
recent days, with videos and photos of 
Ukrainian soldiers in recaptured villages 
around the town of Balakliya in the Kharkiv 
region circulating on social media. But 
there had been no confirmation from 
Ukrainian officials and it was not possible 
to verify the reports.

Ukraine has also claimed the recapture 
of several villages in the south of the coun-
try, where it has been waging a counterof-
fensive.

Zelenskyy confirms recapture of towns in northeast  
as referendum rescheduled in occupied southern regions

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelens
kyy as seen during a recent nightly video 

address.

Office of the President of Ukraine

(Continued on page 19)



No. 37THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 20222

Ukraine takes credit for strikes

The Ukrainian military has for the first 
time admitted that it carried out missile 
strikes that hit Russian military bases in 
Crimea. Ukraine carried out the strike that 
hit Saky air base in Crimea on August 9, 
according to an article co-written by 
Ukrainian commander Gen. Valeriy 
Zaluzhniy and Mykhaylo Zabrodskiy, first 
deputy chairman of the parliamentary 
Committee on National Defense and 
Intelligence. It  was published on 
September 7 by the state-run Ukrinform 
news agency. The strike on Saky destroyed 
at least nine military aircraft, including 
Su-30SM fighters and Su-24M bombers. 
The Russia-appointed head of Crimea said 
at the time that one person was killed. 
Several buildings on the base that may have 
stored ammunition were also destroyed. 
The Russian Defense Ministry said in a 
statement at the time that the detonation of 
aviation ammunition caused the explo-
sions, without clarifying who or what trig-
gered the detonation. Ukrainian officials 
have avoided publicly claiming responsibil-
ity, but unidentified Ukrainian officials have 
told U.S. media that their armed forces 
were responsible for the explosions, and 
analysts said satellite imagery pointed to a 
likely attack by Ukrainian forces. The article 
hailed as “successful” the efforts of the 
Ukrainian armed forces in recent weeks to 
“physically transfer fighting” to the territo-
ry of Crimea, which Russia illegally 
annexed in 2014 and has used to stage 
attacks on Ukraine. “We are talking about a 
series of successful missile strikes on the 
enemy’s Crimean air bases, first of all, on 
the Saky airfield,” Messrs. Zaluzhniy and 
Zabrodskiy said in the article. They added 
that the task of the Ukrainian military in 
2023 “is to make these feelings sharper, 
more natural and quite tangible for the 
Russians and in other occupied territories.” 
Messrs. Zaluzhniy and Zabrodskiy said that 
Russian officials and the population were 
willing to support the war in part because 
it is a “distant” conflict that doesn’t threat-
en their lives. The attack on Crimea was a 
prime example, they said. “Thanks to this 
distance, Russian citizens don’t really pain-
fully grasp the losses, failures and, most 

importantly, the cost of this war in all its 
understandings,” they said. The authors 
added that Ukraine didn’t so much need 
quantity as quality weapons from Western 
allies. If the West would supply weapons 
with longer ranges, then Ukraine could 
bring the impact of the war closer to 
Russia, they said. The United States has 
supplied Kyiv with sophisticated long-
range missile systems on the condition that 
Ukraine not use them to hit targets inside 
Russia. (RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service, with 
reporting by AFP, Reuters and dpa)

Putin says pipeline ‘practically’ closed

Russian President Vladimir Putin has 
rejected Western accusations that Moscow 
is using its energy exports as a “weapon” 
while boasting that it can easily sell oil and 
gas around the world and blaming 
Europeans for current interruptions in gas 
supplies to the continent. Speaking at the 
Eastern Economic Forum in Vladivostok on 
September 7, Putin said the Nord Stream 1 
pipeline to Germany is “practically shut 
down” and will remain so because its last 
operational turbine is out of order. He said 
Russia’s Gazprom will resume gas supplies 
through Nord Stream 1 if a turbine is sup-
plied and that any turbine should be sent 
directly to Russia. Putin also said Russia 
can launch the Nord Stream 2 gas pipeline 
if necessary. Gas stoppages from Russia 
have fueled fears that Moscow will keep the 
taps off for a longer period to put pressure 
on Western nations and break their unity in 
sanctioning Russia for its unprovoked war 
against Ukraine. Gazprom suspended Nord 
Stream 1 deliveries on August 31 for what 
it said would be three days of routine main-
tenance but failed to restart the flow, citing 
a purported leak in a pump at a turbine. 
Gazprom’s German partner Siemens 
Energy has disputed Moscow’s “repair” 
argument for the suspension of Nord 
Stream 1, which has historically carried 
about one-third of Russian gas supplies to 
Europe. Gazprom this summer cited 
Western sanctions as preventing it from 
taking direct delivery of a new turbine from 
abroad. Nord Stream 2 is a mostly complet-
ed $11 billion pipeline between Russia and 

(Continued on page 12)

 ANALYSIS

by Pavel K. Baev
Eurasia Daily Monitor

The long-promised Ukrainian counterof-
fensive in the south has not yet delivered 
any breakthrough, but it still signifies a crit-
ical turning point for the war: Russia can-
not hope to win by sticking to the pattern 
of trench warfare and artillery duels. Some 
“patriotic” commentators have suggested 
that the failures of Ukrainian attacks would 
pave the way for a new Russian offensive 
toward Mykolaiv and Odesa, but the 
Kremlin’s high command hardly entertains 
such strategic fantasies (Svobodnaya pres-
sa, September 3). A Russian summer offen-
sive captured Severodonetsk and 
Lysychansk through such heavy expendi-
ture of material resources and battalions 
that little capacity remains for a new push. 
In contrast, Ukrainian forces have relied 
more on well-targeted long-distance strikes 
and exploiting weak points in Russian forc-
es’ porous defenses (Meduza, September 
2). Common strategic sense dictates a 
Russian retreat from the exposed positions 
to the west of the Dnipro River, but political 
ambitions – undiminished by the exhaus-
tion of military might – demand holding 
Kherson at any cost.

Last week, the Russian Armed Forces 
started the Vostok 2022 strategic exercises 
in the Far East, and President Vladimir 
Putin was due to attend the carefully pre-
pared military show near Vladivostok on 

September 6 (RIA Novosti, September 2). 
Overall, the exercises have been heavily 
reduced in scale compared with Vostok 
2018, but the intention is to demonstrate 
the availability of reserves and resources 
for a protracted war in Ukraine (Gazeta.ru, 
September 1). In various parts of the multi-
chapter exercises, Russian forces hunted 
for a hostile submarine in the Sea of Japan 
(jointly with a squadron of ships from the 
Chinese navy), repelled an amphibious 
assault on the Kuril Islands and intercepted 
a massive missile attack. These exercises 
are meant to prove Moscow’s readiness to 
perform more complex tasks than only 
artillery barrages in the Ukraine theater 
(Izvestiya, September 3). In reality, howev-
er, the volume of expenditure of key assets, 
particularly long-range missiles, during the 
six months of heavy fighting exceeds the 
Russian defense-industrial complex’s 
capacity to adequately replace the supplies. 
Additionally, the live performance of 
Russian forces has turned out to be seri-
ously inferior compared with the choreo-
graphed drills – hardly impressing the 
Kremlin’s Chinese partners, among others 
(The Insider, August 30).

Russia may want to prove that its mili-
tary machine can function for many 
months, if not years, under the pressure of 
Western sanctions, but the breakdown of 
supply chains is rather too obvious and the 

by Paul Goble
Eurasia Daily Monitor

In the USSR’s final years, Soviet propa-
gandists and analysts routinely attacked 
the works of Western writers as being 
those of “bourgeois falsifiers,” arguing that 
their books and articles were fictitious 
because the ideas presented were at odds 
with Marxism-Leninism and Moscow’s 
position on most subjects. But these attacks 
backfired in a double sense. On the one 
hand, many of those so criticized wore it as 
a badge of honor with one Sovietologist, 
Australia’s T. H. Rigby, even having his own 
biopic titled “Memoirs of a Bourgeois 
Falsifier” (North Melbourne, 2019). On the 
other, the Kremlin’s attacks did not have 
the regime’s intended effects on the Soviet 
population. In fact, instead of discrediting 
these works, the assaults instead attracted 
the attention of Soviet readers to Western 
conclusions and ideas and often meant that 
specialists on “bourgeois falsifiers” were 
the most well-informed in their areas of 
expertise. That fact played a key role in the 
restoration of scholarship and the organi-
zation of democratic and national move-
ments under the late Mikhail Gorbachev 
and throughout the 1990s.

Now, the Vladimir Putin regime is reviv-
ing this tradition with similar but even 
more counterproductive results. Having 
been attacked in August as “the real father” 
of the League of Free Nations of Russia and 
its calls for the decolonization of Russia 
(Zavtra.ru, August 4; RUTUBE, August 6), as 
well as now being subject, by order of the 
Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, to a life-

time ban from staying in Russia (Mid.ru, 
September 5), I can testify that I take pride 
in this and have received messages of con-
gratulations from far and near. How could it 
be otherwise as I received my ban along 
with distinguished American scholar on 
Central Asia, S. Frederick Starr.

Overall, this is not a one-off directed 
toward myself or a few specialists on the 
non-Russian groups living in Russia – 
although those who specialize on these 
groups seem to be of particular concern to 
Moscow as of late. In truth, other Western 
writers have also been subject to similar 
treatment, including two of my Jamestown 
Foundation colleagues. Margarita Assenova 
was put on a sanctions list earlier this year, 
and Janusz Bugajski, author of “Failed 
State: A Guide to Russia’s Rupture” (The 
Jamestown Foundation, 2022), has been 
the target of especially harsh treatment. 
Indeed, this approach by Moscow calls spe-
cial attention to these analysts’ work and is 
sure to backfire again for the Kremlin.

The Russian Defense Ministry’s Zvezda 
television channel devoted a 30-minute 
program to Bugajski’s book; it even titled 
the segment “What is the Strategy for the 
Dismemberment of Russia?” (RUTUBE, 
August 6). Most of the program devoted 
time to attacking Mr. Bugajski’s arguments, 
attempting to discredit his and others’ 
efforts to help the peoples under Moscow’s 
control escape Russian rule as nothing but 
the latest recrudescence of Nazi policies. 
Yet, this is far more irrelevant than those 
who ordered this attack apparently think.

Putin’s choices in Ukraine:  
Retreat, attrition or escalation

Moscow’s attacks on Western 
analysts backfire again
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Ukraine’s atomic agency accuses Russia of killing, torturing workers at Zaporizhia nuclear plant
RFE/RL

The head of Ukraine’s atomic agency, 
Enerhoatom, has accused Russian occupation 
troops at the Zaporizhia nuclear power plant 
in war-torn southeastern Ukraine of tortur-
ing and killing some of the facility’s Ukrainian 
staff and abducting around 200 of them.

Enerhoatom President Petro Kotyn told 
the German newspaper group Funke in 
statements published on September 8 that 
he has no knowledge of the location of 
some of the abductees.

The accusations come amid reports of 
fresh shelling around the six-reactor plant 
and a power outage in the surrounding 
town heightening international fears of a 
nuclear catastrophe.

Mr. Kotyn said the occupying troops are 
screening the plant’s staff to determine 
their national loyalties.

He said abuses have made it very diffi-
cult for the 1,000 or so remaining employ-
ees to keep Europe’s largest nuclear power 
plant running.

Some 11,000 people worked at the Zap-
orizhia plant before it fell under Russian 
control in the early weeks after Moscow 
launched its unprovoked invasion of 
Ukraine in late February.

The International Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA) reported this week that its recent 
inspection of the plant in Zaporizhia dem-
onstrated an “untenable” situation there 
and “an urgent need for interim measures” 
to avoid a nuclear accident.

The IAEA, the United Nation’s nuclear 
watchdog, warned that staff shortages and 
stress levels risked operational failures.

It also said its 14 U.N. inspectors hadn’t 
been granted access by the Russian occupi-

ers to all areas of the nuclear plant.
Two IAEA experts remained behind at 

Zaporizhia for monitoring and safety reasons.
The agency said on September 7 that 

“renewed shelling has damaged a back-up 
power line between Ukraine’s Zaporizhia 
Nuclear Power Plant [ZNPP] and a nearby 
thermal power station, further underlining 
significant nuclear safety risks at the facili-
ty.”

The governor of the Dnipropetrovsk 

region and the mayor of the town of 
Enerhodar in which the Zaporizhia plant is 
located both accused Russian forces of 
renewed shelling on September 7 that 
knocked out power nearby.

Gov. Valentyn Reznichenko said there 
were “fires, blackouts and other things at 
the [plant] that force us to prepare the local 
population for the consequences of the 
nuclear danger.”

Authorities have reportedly distributed 

iodine pills in recent days to help protect 
the local population in the event of a radia-
tion leak.

In Enerhodar, pre-occupation Mayor 
Dmytro Orlov said local services were 
impossible for workers to deliver after a 
second day of Russian shelling that “reduc-
es their work to zero.”

He said via Telegram on September 7 
that “it is now impossible to predict the tim-
ing of the restoration of electricity supply.”

The Ukrainian and Russian sides have 
each blamed the other for bombing and 
other dangerous activities around the plant.

Nuclear experts have warned of a possi-
ble Chornobyl- or Fukushima-style melt-
down if the reactors are starved of power 
supplies.

Russian President Vladimir Putin on 
September 7 continued to blame Ukrainians 
for creating “threats to nuclear security” 
and shelling at and around the plant – a 
charge that Kyiv has rejected while accus-
ing Russian forces of risky bombing and 
“nuclear terrorism.”

The IAEA has urged Russia and Ukraine 
to establish a “nuclear safety and security 
protection zone” around the plant and said 
shelling at the site and its vicinity should 
stop immediately.

Kyiv has demanded that, too, as well as a 
return of the facility to Ukrainian control.

(With reporting by AP and Reuters)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-zapor-
izhzhya-russia-torture-abductions/ 
32023903.html).
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U.S. announces additional $2.8 billion  
in military assistance for Ukraine

The following statement was released 
by the U.S. State Department on 
September 9.  It was attributed to U.S. 
Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken.

It has been seven months since 
[Russian] President [Vladimir] Putin’s 
February invasion of Ukraine, and the 
war’s terrible toll continues to mount. 
Thousands of civilians killed or wounded, 
13 million Ukrainian civilians forced to 
flee their homes, historic cities pounded 
to rubble, horrifying reports of ongoing 
atrocities, nuclear power stations put at 
risk, food shortages, skyrocketing food 
prices around the world. Ukraine’s 
extraordinary front-line defenders con-
tinue to courageously fight for their coun-
try’s freedom, and [U.S.] President [Joe] 
Biden has been clear we will support the 
people of Ukraine for as long as it takes. I 
reiterated this message to [Ukrainian] 
President [Volodymyr] Zelenskyy and his 
team today in Kyiv, which remains – and 
will remain – the capital of a sovereign, 
independent Ukraine.

I also informed President Zelenskyy 
that, pursuant to a delegation of authori-
ty from the president, I am authorizing 
our 20th drawdown since September 

2021 of U.S. arms and equipment for 
Ukraine. This $675 million drawdown 
includes additional arms, munitions and 
equipment from U.S. Department of 
Defense inventories – equipment that 
Ukraine’s forces have used so effectively 
for their country’s defense.

In addition, we are also notifying 
Congress today of our intent to make a 
further $2.2 billion available in long-
term investments under Foreign 
Military Financing to bolster the securi-
ty of Ukraine and 18 of its neighbors; 
including many of our NATO [North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization] allies, as 
well as other regional security partners 
potentially at risk of future Russian 
aggression.

These announcements will bring the 
total U.S. military assistance for Ukraine 
to approximately $15.2 billion since the 
beginning of this administration.

The United States is providing security 
assistance alongside our allies and part-
ners from more than 50 countries to sup-
port Ukraine’s defense. The capabilities 
we are delivering are carefully calibrated 
to make the most difference on the bat-
tlefield.

We stand united with Ukraine.

A map shows the location of Ukraine’s 15 nuclear reactors: four reactors are located 
in Rivne, two are located in Khmelnytsky, three are located in South Ukraine and six 
are located in Zaporizhia, which the Russian military currently occupies (Nuclear 
reactors at Chornobyl have not been operational since 2000). Those reactors generate 

about half of the country’s electricity.

RFE/RL

Treaty Organization (NATO) countries – 
and regional security partners “most 
potentially at risk for future Russian 
aggression.”

Mr. Blinken, who interrupted a trip to 
Poland to visit the Ukrainian capital, said 
that the White House would use $2 billion 
from the Foreign Military Financing pro-
gram to bolster the security of Ukraine and 
18 of its neighbors – including some North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) coun-
tries – and regional security partners “most 
potentially at risk for future Russian 
aggression.”

Mr. Blinken met for two hours with 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy during the 
visit, saying afterward that he saw a “real 
effectiveness” in the counteroffensive that 
Ukraine has launched in the south.

“It’s very early, but we are seeing clear 
and real progress on the ground, particu-
larly in the area around Kherson, but also 
some interesting developments in the 
Donbas in the east,” Mr. Blinken told report-
ers in Kyiv.

“We are proud of the fact that our sup-
port and the support of so many other coun-
tries is helping to enable what the 
Ukrainians are doing – working to liberate 
territory seized by Russia in this aggression,” 
he said. “At the end of the day, the thing that 
fundamentally makes a difference is that 
this is Ukraine’s homeland, not Russia’s.”

Mr. Zelenskyy said the visit “once again 
demonstrates the leadership position of the 
United States in supporting our country 
and the fight for freedom.”

He said Ukraine appreciates the finan-
cial, economic and defense assistance from 
the United States.

“For us, this is a guarantee that we can 

return our lands,” Mr. Zelenskyy said, 
thanking Mr. Blinken for “everything you do 
for Ukraine and for being by my side today.”

In a statement, Mr. Blinken said he reit-
erated to Mr. Zelenskyy and his team that 
President Joe Biden has been clear that the 
United States will support the people of 
Ukraine for as long as it takes and vowed 
that Kyiv “will remain the capital of a sover-
eign, independent Ukraine.”

The visit came hours after U.S. Defense 
Secretary Lloyd Austin said the Biden 
administration had approved a further 
$675 million worth of weapons for 
Ukraine, adding that Washington is seeing 
“demonstrable success” on the battlefield 
by Ukraine against Russian troops, who 
invaded the country in late February.

“This is the Biden administration’s 20th 
drawdown of equipment from U.S. stocks 
for Ukraine since last August,” Mr. Austin 
said at the start of a meeting of dozens of 
defense ministers on September 8 at the 
Ramstein air base in Germany, adding that 
the package would include 105-millimeter 
howitzers, precision-guided GMLRS rockets 
and artillery ammunition.

The aid announced on September 8 
brings to $15.2 billion the total provided to 
Ukraine by the United States under the 
Biden administration.

The defense ministers’ meeting was to 
discuss issues such as how to coordinate 
the training of Ukrainian troops and how to 
support Kyiv with military aid over the long 
haul as the six-month-old conflict settles 
into a war of attrition fought primarily in 
eastern and southern Ukraine.

U.S. Gen. Mark Milley, the chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, said Ukraine is 
using its modern Western weapons to dev-
astating effect, striking hundreds of 
Russian targets with the U.S.-supplied high-
mobility artillery rocket systems (HIMARS).

“We are seeing real and measurable 

(Continued from page 1)

Blinken... gains from Ukraine in the use of these sys-
tems. For example, the Ukrainians have 
struck over 400 targets with the HIMARS 
and they’ve had devastating effect,” Mr. 
Milley said, speaking to reporters after the 
meeting at Ramstein air base.

(With reporting by Reuters, AFP and AP)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/us-announces-bil-
lions-more-ukraine-weapons-aid/32024176.
html).
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Ahead of crunch meeting of E.U. energy ministers, 
five questions answered about Russia and coming winter

by Rikard Jozwiak
RFE/RL

As electricity prices soar to record-high 
levels with the ongoing war in Ukraine 
and after a scorching-hot summer, 
European leaders and officials are scram-
bling to come up with a response to what 
is likely to be a tough winter ahead, with 
possible blackouts and fears of social and 
political unrest.

Governments across Europe have 
warned their citizens of sky-high energy 
and utility bills, with some analysts esti-
mating that household costs could double 
or triple.

With the Russian energy giant Gazprom 
last week announcing an indefinite shut-
down of the Nord Stream 1 pipeline to 
Germany – citing technical reasons – and 
the Kremlin warning that Russian gas 
deliveries will be limited as long as 
Western sanctions remain in place, all 
eyes will be on Brussels this week as the 
European Commission is expected to 
come up with various proposals, with a 
crunch meeting of the bloc’s energy minis-
ters set to take place on September 9.

Will E.U. impose price cap?

European Commission President 
Ursula von der Leyen has signaled that the 
time is ripe for such a move, one that is 
also backed by France as well as other 
countries that aren’t too dependent on 
Russian gas. Germany, however, has not 
been too enthusiastic, hinting that it wants 
to create a national expert commission to 
examine the options regarding capping 
gas prices – a sign that an E.U.-wide mea-
sure won’t be too quick in the making.

Yet Germany could probably cope if 
Moscow retaliated with a complete shut-
down of gas deliveries. The bigger issue is 
if several landlocked Central European 

states could. E.U. member states have 
already managed to fill their gas stores to 
over 80 percent, a target agreed to in the 
summer, but if the winter is long and 
harsh, these stocks won’t last forever.

Imposing a price cap on Russian gas 
raises several questions. Perhaps the most 
pertinent one is if it isn’t something of an 
empty gesture: A price cap won’t help 
much if Russia’s already dwindling gas 
exports drop to zero. At the start of Russia’s 
all-out invasion of Ukraine on February 24, 
imports of Russian pipelined gas were 40 
percent of all E.U. gas imports. That figure 
is now down to 9 percent. Impose a price 
cap and Moscow will probably retaliate 
with a complete halt of gas supplies.

There are other aspects to consider. At 
what level should the cap be set? One 
price often mentioned is 50 euros per 
megawatt-hour, which is about 20 percent 
of the current spot price of electricity per 
megawatt-hour on the open market.

Another option is to simply create a sin-
gle buyer of Russian gas that would nego-
tiate prices with Moscow.

Gazprom is unlikely to agree to any of 
this, pointing to various existing “force 
majeure” clauses in contracts with various 
E.U. energy companies. If it doesn’t get 
what it wants, Gazprom can either take 
European energy companies to court or 
just cut off the supply.

Are there any other options?

The dilemma here is that while there is 
such a thing as a European energy market, 
individual capitals can – and probably will 
– take national measures to respond to 
domestic concerns. So don’t expect too 
many concrete decisions already this week.

Despite that, two ideas have received the 
most attention recently from European offi-

U.S., U.N. demand access to Russian ‘filtration’ 
sites in Ukraine amid war-crimes fears

RFE/RL

The United States has accused Russia of 
war crimes through the forcible transfer of 
up to 1.6 million Ukrainians to Russian-
controlled territory in the current war, 
prompting senior United Nations officials 
to demand international access to the so-
called filtration camps.

Moscow denied the charge and said 
millions of Ukrainians had chosen to go to 
Russia or Russia-controlled areas and 
were “living freely and voluntarily” there.

The U.S. ambassador to the U.N., Linda 
Thomas-Greenfield, told a U.N. Security 
Council meeting late on September 7 that 
Russia and its proxies were inflicting “a 
series of horrors” in a process overseen by 
officials from President Vladimir Putin’s 
office.

“The forcible transfer or deportation of 
protected persons from occupied territory 
to the territory of the occupier ... consti-
tutes a war crime,” Ms. Thomas-Greenfield 
said.

The U.S. envoy said official Russian 
sources suggest that its authorities or allied 
Ukrainian separatists have “interrogated, 
detained and forcibly deported” between 
900,000 and 1.6 million Ukrainians to 
Russia since Moscow’s full-scale war on 
Ukraine began in late February.

She said more than 1,800 children had 

been transferred from Ukrainian territory 
to Russia in July alone.

Ms. Thomas-Greenfield said the Russian 
“aim [is] to identify individuals Russia deems 
insufficiently compliant or compatible to 
its control” and “to prepare for an attempt-
ed annexation” of Ukrainian territory.

Russia-backed separatists who have 
controlled swaths of the Luhansk and 
Donetsk regions of eastern Ukraine since 
2014 have already tried to declare inde-
pendence from Ukraine.

Since Russia’s full-scale invasion of 
Ukraine in late February, occupation lead-
ers installed by Russia have since vowed to 
hold referendums on joining Russia in 
other areas.

Kyiv and Western leaders have said any 
such votes under occupation are illegal and 
illegitimate.

Russian U.N. Ambassador Vassily Neben-
zia called the accusations part of a “disin-
formation campaign” and said Ukrainians 
who travel to Russia undergo “a registra-
tion rather than filtration procedure.”

“They are living freely and voluntarily in 
Russia, and nobody is preventing them 
from moving or preventing them leaving 
the country,” Mr. Nebenzia said.

Many accounts by Ukrainian civilians, 
including children, have described humiliat-

 INTERVIEW

by Reid Standish
RFE/RL

Kyiv’s long-discussed counteroffensive 
in southern Ukraine is under way and 
already making limited gains, but Mick 
Ryan, a retired Australian Army major 
general, says to expect the Ukrainian push 
to move slowly and come in stages.

Ukraine’s military has so far been tight-
lipped about the operation it has launched 
to reclaim Russia-occupied territory in the 
southern part of the country, but early 
comments by officials point to a Ukrainian 
advance toward Kherson.

Kherson was the first major city cap-
tured by Russia following its February 
invasion and the broader region provides 
the Kremlin with a strategic “land bridge” 
that connects forcibly-annexed Crimea to 
Russia through southeastern Ukraine.

Should the Ukrainian drive toward the 
coast succeed, it would boost Kyiv’s future 
economic viability by relieving constraints 
on shipping routes along the Black Sea 
and also put new military pressure on 
Crimea.

But Mr. Ryan, who is also a fellow at the 
Washington-based Center for Strategic 
and International Studies, told RFE/RL 
that the current operation isn’t shaping up 
to be a “grand sweeping offensive” and 
instead is likely to be a multistep strategy 
to retake occupied territory that will 
build-up over time.

RFE/RL: We’re seeing a deeper push 
from Ukrainian forces in the south 
towards Kherson. While there’s still lots of 
fog around what exactly might be taking 
place on the front, what does this 
Ukrainian movement mean for the overall 
stage of the war and how successful is this 
likely to be?

Mr. Ryan: I think, firstly, it’s very early 
days in this offensive and generally in mili-
tary operations – especially large ones like 
this that are composed of many different 
attacks and supporting activities – the first 
reports are generally wrong or grossly 
inaccurate about the real situation on the 
ground.

So, it’s really not going to be clear to us 
what the true Ukrainian objectives are 
exactly and how they’re going towards 
meeting them probably for a little while 
just yet. If you add the Ukrainian opera-
tional security that they’ve thrown over 
this equation, I think we are going to lack 
clarity for some time to come.

RFE/RL: But even if we consider that 
these early reports might not give a holis-
tic view of everything, how are things 
shaping up currently given what we’ve 
seen in the weeks leading up to this recent 
push?

Mr. Ryan: The Ukrainians over the last 
couple of months in the south have con-
ducted a lot of activities that would be 
associated with traditional shaping in both 
the physical and information domains, as 
well as trying to break down the cohesion 
and morale of Russian soldiers by cutting 
off their supply lines [and] destroying 
[ammunition] depots and headquarters.

There’s been a lot of shaping [to soften 
Russians defenses and put Ukrainian 
advancing troops in a better position] 
that’s gone on; there’s been a lot of prepa-
ratory activity that they’ve undertaken 

against the Russians. The Ukrainians have 
clearly war-gamed what they want to get 
out of this offensive and, given what I’ve 
seen so far, I don’t think this is some grand 
sweeping offensive with which they expect 
to win the war.

I think it’s more limited to geography 
and objectives that [Kyiv] knows it can 
achieve given its own force size and stock-
piles of ammunition that will come up 
against Russian forces that now have had 
some time to prepare multiple defensive 
lines throughout the south.

RFE/RL: We have heard multiple high-
ranking Ukrainian officials calling for 
patience and it seems that this fight will be 
slow and attritional. How well equipped is 
each side for such a fight and what does 
fighting an attritional war look like in 
practice?

Mr. Ryan: Personally, I don’t think 
describing it as attritional is exactly what 
we’re seeing. This [current push] is likely 
trying to dislocate Russian forces, particu-
larly those that are north of the [Dnieper] 
River and around Kherson and induce 
them to actually withdraw. I think this is a 
campaign that is more about terrain and 
less about focusing on the Russian forces – 
and it will come in stages.

The Ukrainians are keen to destroy and 
kill as much Russian hardware and sol-
diers as possible, but I think that is a sec-
ondary objective. The primary objective 
here is for them to take back the terrain 
that was seized by the Russians after the 
February 24 [invasion].

RFE/RL: We’ve been seeing reports for 
months about Russia turning to increas-
ingly drastic measures to fill its ranks. As 
someone with a military background like 
your own, can you explain to our audience 
what kind of an impact on the battlefield 
having less-trained troops has and also 
how that can affect overall strategy?

Mr. Ryan: Both sides have curtailed a 
lot of their individual training. We’ve also 
even seen reports of Ukrainians [soldiers] 
only getting a few days of training [before 
being deployed] throughout this war, but 
the Russian problems around replacing 
their soldiers have clearly been exacerbat-
ed by the fact that [the Kremlin] refers to 

Ukraine’s southern offensive to reclaim territory  
will come in stages, says military strategist

(Continued on page 10)

Retired Australian Army Maj. Gen. Mick 
Ryan

Australian Army Research Center

(Continued on page 16)

(Continued on page 14)
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‘He was bored’: Historian Alexander Etkind on Putin’s mechanisms of self-destruction in Ukraine war
by Sergei Medvedev

RFE/RL

Famously, one of Fyodor Dostoyevsky’s favorite phrases 
was, “It’s boring in the world, gentlemen!” And according 
to Vienna-based historian, culturologist, professor and 
author Alexander Etkind, Dostoyevsky stands as a particu-
lar hero to current Russian President Vladimir Putin for 
exactly this sentiment.

Mr. Etkind, born in St. Petersburg, is well-known in the 
world of the humanities and social sciences for his series of 
books that have become fundamental to the perception of 
Russian history.

In an interview with RFE/RL, he delved into the need to 
psychoanalyze the deep pathology that has manifested 
itself in the current Russian government, and he main-
tained that it is through the understanding of Russia’s past 
preoccupations and prerogatives that one can understand 
Putin’s motives in detaching Russia from the modern 
world – and, ultimately, its unprovoked invasion of Ukraine.

RFE/RL: Your book “Eros of the Impos sible: The History 
of Psychoanalysis in Russia,” published in 1993, is a collec-
tion of essays about Russia’s Silver Age (1890-1917) from a 
psychoanalytical perspective. Nietzsche plays an important 
role in the intellectual history of that period, and you write 
that everywhere else Nietzscheism was a beautiful intellec-
tual game, but in Russia it was practical Nietzscheism. 
Lenin is a practical example. Can we apply an understand-
ing of Nietzsche to what is happening in Russia now, to its 
war in Ukraine and to Putin himself?

Mr. Etkind: The first chapters speak of there being a 
strange combination of Nietzsche, Marx and Freud. This led 
to an extraordinary phenomena: Trotsky, for example, was 
both a Nietzschean and a Freudian, although he considered 
himself, of course, exclusively a Marxist. The most difficult 
thing for these people was the idea of a “superman.” For 
Trotsky, as for Gorky, and for other people, this idea was 
essential: to create new people, and these people will live 
in a completely new way.

Putinism, unfortunately, is intellectually very poor. I 
believe Trotsky read Marx, Nietzsche and Freud, but I don’t 
believe Putin has read anything like that. … Once upon a 
time, [Andrei] Illarionov, the [former] chief economic 
adviser to the Russian president, gave him Ayn Rand to 
read. This seems to be the extent of Putin’s foray into for-
eign literature.

The true fetish is Ukraine, and it’s connected to revan-
chism. We’re talking about a new conquest, a new mastery 
of what existed in the past. It’s like the obsessive feelings of 
a rejected partner who has already had it once or many 
times and wants it again.

RFE/RL: Russia is tearing itself out of modern civiliza-
tion and happily destroying the foundations of everything 
that has been built in the past 30 years. How do you see the 
dark, masochistic culture that has taken over playing a role 

in this?
Mr. Etkind: A masochist, as you know, takes pleasure [in 

suffering]. And it is hard to understand how these people 
find pleasure. I think it’s about fetishism. Fetishism is when 
a part becomes more important than the whole – for exam-
ple, a [shoe] heel or some kind of ribbon is more important 
than a woman. A fetishist is difficult to understand from 
the outside, and they cannot understand each other: One 
fetishist loves a ribbon, and the other a heel. On the map, 
even the form of Crimea is very reminiscent of a fetish. 
[First it was Crimea,] now it’s the Donbas, then it becomes 
the whole of Ukraine.

The fetish has now expanded beyond Crimea. They 
draw maps and discuss strategy, but the true fetish is 
Ukraine, and it’s connected to revanchism. We’re talking 
about a new conquest, a new mastery of what existed in 
the past. It’s like the obsessive feelings of a rejected partner 
who has already had it once or many times and wants it 
again.

RFE/RL: Putin himself started out as a modernizer. At 
what point did Russia become such an enemy of moderni-
ty?

Mr. Etkind: I call what we have now “paleo-modernity” 
– all these mountains of concrete, seas of oil, tanks, piles of 
garbage. Today’s modernity is in many respects the oppo-
site [of what modernity was before]. This transition was 
painful for everyone; it took decades. But in Russia, this 
shift happened at the beginning of Putin’s rule. Illarionov 
wrote volumes denying climate change and calling it a 
man-made phenomenon. Then he moved to the [United] 
States, became a supporter of then-President Donald 
Trump, who himself is an anti-modernist, climate-change 
denier.

But the main point of denial came when Russia realized 
it was losing the main source of its existence: oil and gas 
exports. When this understanding came, it also was met 
with denial: No, these are just words; nothing will happen. 

(Continued on page 19)

 INTERVIEW

‘Cut off one of their ears’: In new investigation, Russian soldier describes atrocities in Ukraine
by Valeria Yehoshyna

RFE/RL

A severed ear. An order to “destroy everything you see.” 
Houses looted or pulverized by Russian tanks and armored 
personnel carriers.

Twenty-one-year-old Russian soldier Stanislav Shmatov 
had no idea the Security Service of Ukraine (SBU) was 
recording his conversations when he contacted family back 
in Russia this spring from northeastern Ukraine’s Kharkiv 
region.

Like other Russian military personnel in Ukraine in the 
first months after the February 24 invasion, he spoke free-
ly.

On April 15, in intercepted cell-phone calls with his 
51-year-old father, Aleksandr Shmatov, and an apparent 
female relative, Irina Zheleznikova, Mr. Shmatov – who 
identifies himself in phone recordings as an armored vehi-
cle driver with Russia’s 15th Separate Motorized Rifle 
Brigade – described the torture and abuse of a Ukrainian 

prisoner, as well as looting and indiscriminate, heavy shell-
ing of a village in Kharkiv Oblast, home of Ukraine’s sec-
ond-largest city and a conduit to the critical Donbas region 
to the south and east.

In a separate August 16 phone call with Schemes, the 
investigative unit of RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service, Mr. 
Shmatov, a native of the village of Novotulka, near the 
Volga River in Russia’s Samara region, also passed on infor-
mation about the alleged killing of a man during a separate 
operation shortly after the February 24 invasion.

Under the United Nation’s 1949 Geneva Conventions, 
treaties of which Russia and Ukraine are signatories, tor-
ture, willfully causing injury, murdering POWs, deliberately 
targeting civilian populations and the extensive destruc-
tion of property without military necessity all rank as war 
crimes.

Kyiv had launched investigations into about 32,000 sus-
pected war crimes since the invasion. The 15th Separate 
Motorized Rifle Brigade, the Russian armed forces’ sole 
peacekeeping brigade, which participated in the March 
2014 takeover of Crimea and the war fought in southeast-
ern Ukraine’s Donbas since that April, has featured among 
those investigations.

The Kharkiv Human Rights Protection Group, one of 
Ukraine’s most active rights monitors, has received appeals 
for investigation from over 400 people displaced from 
Russia-occupied areas in Kharkiv Oblast and has identified 
almost 4,000 incidents via open sources including news 
reports and social media.

But without access to occupied areas, Ukrainian and 
international rights activists cannot easily investigate such 
reports.

“The situation is quite complicated,” said Hanna 
Ovdiyenko, a lawyer for the Kharkiv Human Rights 
Protection Group. “At the moment, most of the crimes are 
concealed due to the fact that the [occupied] territories are 
inaccessible.”

Nonetheless, using satellite photos, telecommunications 
data and comments from Mr. Shmatov himself, Schemes 
has been able to approximate the location of the Russia-

occupied Kharkiv village that the soldier allegedly 
described.

Cellular footprints

His mobile phone calls to family in Russia provide the 
first clue.

According to detailed records obtained from law 
enforcement sources, the Ukrainian cellular network first 
picked up a signal from what Schemes later determined 
was Mr. Shmatov’s phone on March 3, a week after the 
invasion began, at a location in the Chernihiv region some 
140 kilometers northeast of Kyiv. His digital trail disap-
peared after about a month, when Russian troops with-
drew from areas around Chernihiv and Kyiv in northern 
Ukraine after failing to seize the capital.

In mid-April, a cellular tower whose coverage straddled 
the border of three eastern regions where many of the 
Russian soldiers who had withdrawn from the north were 
redeployed around that time – Donetsk, Luhansk and 
Kharkiv – next detected his signal.

(Continued on page 16)

Oleksandr Tertyshniy
RFE/RL Graphics

Russian soldier Stanislav Shmatov’s account of atroci
ties in Ukraine’s Kharkiv region was recorded by 
Ukraine’s Security Service in intercepted cellphone 

calls to his family.

RFE/RL Graphics

Alexander Etkind, who was born in St. Petersburg, is 
the author of a series of books that have become funda

mental to the perception of Russian history.

Facebook.com/alexander.etkind
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In the lead story on the front page of this week’s issue of The Ukrainian Weekly, 
our correspondent in Kyiv, Mark Raczkiewycz, writes that, “As autumn begins, 
Ukraine’s military is making inroads on three axes: the south, north and east to cor-
rode Russian forces as the foe continues to engage in a war of attrition that has now 
entered its seventh month.” Mr. Raczkiewycz added that, “this week Russia was hit 
hard near Izium in the Kharkiv region and in the Donetsk town of Sviatohirsk, as 
well as in the hilly area of Lysychynask in Luhansk Oblast.”

Reuters then reported that “Ukraine has recaptured over 700 square kilometers 
(270 sq miles) of its territory in the east and the south during a lightning counter 
offensive, a Ukrainian general said on Thursday [September 8], offering the first 
official assessment of the operation. The gains, if confirmed and held, are a serious 
blow for Russia which Western intelligence services say has suffered huge casual-
ties. It also would represent a significant boost for Kyiv, which is keen to show its 
Western backers that it can change the facts on the ground by force and deserves 
continued support.”

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy also spoke about the gains. “Our 
heroes have already liberated dozens of settlements. And today this movement con-
tinued,” Mr. Zelenskyy said in a nightly address. “In total, more than 1,000 square 
kilometers have been liberated since September 1,” he said not long after he also 
announced the recapture of Balakliya in the eastern Kharkiv region, a town which 
Russian forces occupied in early March.

These and other signals offer hope that the Armed Forces of Ukraine may be turn-
ing the tide in what, seven months into the war launched by Russian President 
Vladimir Putin against a peaceful, democratic neighbor, seemed to be a war of attri-
tion.  And that may still be the case, but the most recent reports about successful 
Ukrainian counteroffensives offer hope that Ukraine will eventually push all invad-
ing Russian forces from rightful Ukrainian land. But if Kyiv’s counteroffensive does 
prove to be a success, it may also embolden the country’s Western backers to contin-
ue to provide the enhanced military aid that the Ukrainian military has shown it can 
use to great effect against Russia.

This was precisely the message carried by U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken 
in his surprise September 8 visit to Kyiv, where he again reiterated that the United 
States will support the people of Ukraine for as long as is needed. He vowed that 
Kyiv “will remain the capital of a sovereign, independent Ukraine.”

“It’s very early, but we are seeing clear and real progress on the ground, particu-
larly in the area around Kherson, but also some interesting developments in the 
Donbas in the east,” Mr. Blinken said during a press briefing in Kyiv. “We are proud of 
the fact that our support and the support of so many other countries is helping to 
enable what the Ukrainians are doing – working to liberate territory seized by 
Russia in this aggression,” he said. “At the end of the day, the thing that fundamental-
ly makes a difference is that this is Ukraine’s homeland, not Russia’s.”

It is Ukraine’s homeland, and we now see very early signs that Ukraine may be 
turning the tide in what initially looked like a war of attrition. The coming winter 
will be long and difficult for the Ukrainian military, but it should be buoyed by the 
gains it has made recently. Russia, as it turns out, is not the second strongest army in 
the world.  Rather, Ukraine is proving on the battlefield that the Russian military is 
only the second strongest in Ukraine.

The Ukrainian Weekly

Eighty-three years ago, on September 17, 1939, the Soviet Union 
invaded Poland. A front-page story carried by The Ukrainian 
Weekly offered an explanation of the unfolding situation.

Military talks were held on September 14 between the Soviets 
and Nazi Germany in Berlin about Nazi operations in Poland, and 
it was at these talks that the Soviets and Nazis agreed to partition 

Poland. It was this decision that prompted many to question what was going to happen to 
western Ukraine, which had been under Polish rule.

The Soviet propaganda newspaper Pravda on September 14 described Polish chauvin-
istic treatment of minorities. “Poland is guilty of repression, especially of Ukrainians and 
Belarusians who object to the crudest, most shameless expropriation by Polish landown-
ers,” wrote Pravda.

From this it was clear that the Soviets would annex Ukraine and Belarus, and incorpo-
rate them into the Soviet Union. Before that could happen, the Soviets needed to protect 
their eastern border from Japan, and on September 15 agreed with Japan on an armistice.

It was Sunday, September 17, at around 4 a.m. that the Soviets launched their invasion 
of Poland, under the pretense “to protect our own interest and to protect the Belurusian 
and Ukrainian minorities.” In the face of its invasion of Poland, the Soviets maintained 
their position of being militarily neutral.

The Weekly wrote that, “Soviet policy toward Ukrainians within its own borders has 
been most repressive marked by imprisonment, mass executions, deliberate starving of 
several million of them, all in an attempt to subjugate them. The Soviet’s evident aim in 
striving to seize control of Polish Ukraine is to destroy the strong nationalist movement 
there, and thereby ‘protect’ Soviet Ukraine from its influence.” As the Red Army advanced 
on Poland through Ukraine, the Soviets occupied several Ukrainian cities, but it was 
unclear at the time whether the Soviets controlled Lviv.

Negotiation between the Germans and the Soviets at Brest-Litovsk were expected to 
finalize the partition of Poland. It was anticipated that the Soviets would receive Ukrainian 
territories that included Lviv, but Germany would control the oil resources in the 
Drohobych region of Ukraine.  

Source: “Russian invasion of western Ukraine,” The Ukrainian Weekly, September 23, 
1939.

Sept.
17
1939

Turning the pages back...

A Ukrainian advance

Dear Editor:

I commend Dr. Roman A. Goy for his 
excellent commentary – “Amnesty 
International must retract its shameful 
report on Ukraine,” published in the August 
28 edition of The Ukrainian Weekly – con-
demning Amnesty International’s latest 
report in which they suggested that the 
Ukrainian army shares blame for the thou-
sands of civilian deaths in Ukraine, 
although I would like to add another sug-
gestion. I just received one of their frequent 
solicitations for financial support. My 
response, however, was very different this 

time. Rather than a check, I included a brief 
statement explaining why I could no longer 
support the organization. I additionally 
asked those American friends whom I 
know to be supporters of Amnesty 
International to do the same, including 
coaching some on what to include in their 
explanations of their refusals to donate.

As we all know, words can be very effec-
tive, but their effectiveness is markedly 
enhanced by either contribution or with-
drawal of financial support.

Ksenia Olesnycky Kuzmycz
Venice, Fla.

Condemning Amnesty International’s report on Ukraine
 LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Opinions expressed by columnists, commentators and letter-writers are their 
own and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of either The Ukrainian Weekly 
editorial staff or its publisher, the Ukrainian National Association.

Similarly, paid advertisements do not reflect the opinions of either The Weekly 
or its publisher.

OpiniOns

increased use of legacy Soviet weapon sys-
tems cannot be camouflaged (Riddle 
Russia, August 19). Moscow’s warnings to 
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO) and the United States regarding the 
risk of becoming party to the conflict if they 
continue to supply long-range strike weap-
ons to Ukraine are becoming increasingly 
less credible with every repetition 
(Rossiiskaya gazeta, August 2).

The only avenue of escalation that Putin 
appears eager to follow is cutting down 
energy exports to the European Union, and 
the indefinite shutdown of the Nord Stream 
1 gas pipeline in late August is seen as a 
step that will turn European consumers’ 
worries into panic (RBC, September 2). The 
pressure is serious indeed, but instead of 
begging for a compromise, the European 
Union is persisting with its energy transi-
tion away from Russia and preparing to 
enforce a price cap on Russian oil and gas – 
a proposition that cuts across an emphatic 
“red line” in Moscow’s energy policy 
(Nezavisimaya gazeta, September 1).

The aggressive use of energy exports as 
a policy instrument brings more problems 
for the Russian oil and gas industry, already 
struggling from broken ties with Western 
partners  and service  companies 
(Kommersant, August 30). These problems 
translate into sharp anxieties among the 
Russian business elites, which have been 
punished by personal sanctions (Forbes.ru, 
September 2). The strange death of Lukoil 
Vice President Ravil Maganov – whose 
body was found the morning of September 
1 after a fall from a sixth-floor window of a 
prestigious hospital, further illuminated 
these issues (The Moscow Times, 
September 1). It is unclear what “red lines” 
Lukoil could have crossed (another top 
manager of this corporation was found 
dead in May), but rumors in the Kremlin 
make a connection with the five mysterious 
deaths of executives from Gazprom-
affiliated companies earlier this year (Life.
ru, September 1). Billionaires are feeling 
stressed in Moscow. For example, Ruben 
Vardanyan opted last week to leave Russia 
and cancel his Russian citizenship (RBC, 
September 1).

The stagnant war has curtailed the polit-
ical influence of the so-called “oligarchs,” 
but it has granted new privileges and full 
freedom from responsibility to the enforc-
ers of order in Russia, first of all the Federal 

Security Service (FSB) (Novayagazeta.eu, 
September 2). Nobody dared to question 
the FSB’s conspicuously quick completion 
of its investigation into the car bomb that 
claimed the life of Darya Dugina, with the 
blame placed squarely on the Ukrainian 
special services (Grani.ru, August 22). In 
fact, her farther, ultraconservative philoso-
pher Aleksandr Dugin, became an inconve-
nience for the Kremlin with his claims for 
dropping the pretense of “special military 
operation” and mobilizing the country for a 
total war against Ukraine and the hostile 
West (Republic.ru, September 2).

It is far easier for the FSB to discipline 
“patriotic” pundits and bloggers who are 
disappointed in the absence of a forceful 
response to the Ukrainian attacks on 
Crimea than to suppress the real anti-war 
Russian opposition that gathered at the 
Free Russia Forum in Vilnius, Lithuania, 
last week (Svoboda.org, September 1). 
Labeling popular authors, such as Dmitry 
Bykov, and rock musicians, such as Andrey 
Makarevich, “foreign agents” will not bring 
back the pressure of fear, lifted more than 
three decades ago by Mikhail Gorbachev, to 
whom many thousands of Muscovites bid 
farewell on September 3 (Meduza, 
September 3).

For Putin, who opted not to attend the 
funeral, Gorbachev epitomizes weak leader-
ship resulting in a break-up of the per-
turbed state. Yet, Putin’s own attempt at 
executing firm leadership in restoring 
Russia’s greatness has unleashed a crisis 
threatening the Russian state’s very exis-
tence. Where Gorbachev tried to blaze a 
trail to a nonviolent future, Putin is charting 
a course to the “might makes right” past, 
and his choices in the apparent dead-end 
have been all bad. After a sequence of set-
backs, Putin is afraid to show weakness by 
making the necessary retreat from Kherson.

In the war of attrition, Russia, with its 
degraded economy, stands no chance 
against a determined West and defiant 
Ukraine. An escalation by ordering full eco-
nomic and social mobilization involves the 
great risk of a breakdown in Russia’s fragile 
domestic stability. A nuclear escalation 
might backfire through asymmetric but 
hard-hitting U.S. and NATO responses and 
Chinese disapproval. As with every weak 
leader, Putin prefers to postpone hard 
choices – until it is too late.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)

Putin’s...
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by Grigory Ioffe
Eurasia Daily Monitor

Musings of two Belarusian historians, 
Yury Shevtsov and Alexander Bely, symbol-
ize the current condition of Belarusians’ cul-
tural divide. Both consider the 1596 emer-
gence of the Uniate Church, preserving the 
Eastern rite and discipline but submitting to 
papal authority, an important hallmark in 
Belarusian history. Yet, they draw contrast-
ing conclusions from it. While for Mr. 
Shevtsov, who believes Belarusian culture is 
purely a regional variety of Russian, undo-
ing the impact of Catholicism means a 
return to a genuinely Russian substratum of 
Belarus (T.me/YuryShevtsov, August 13). 
For Mr. Bely, this is an abomination. He pos-
tulates, “To get out of the ‘Russian world,’ 
we need at least a few hundred thousand 
fanatically non-Russian people” (Polskie 
Radio, August 4). Mr. Bely also points to an 
earlier hallmark, the 1385 Union of Krewo 
(or Act of Kreva), signed in what is today 
Smorgon District of Belarus’s Grodno 
Oblast, when, as a result of a dynastic mar-
riage, Roman Catholicism began to spread 
on Belarusian lands. A loyalist of Belarusian 
President Aleksandr Lukashenka, Mr. 
Shevtsov lives in Minsk, whereas Mr. Bely 
left for Israel several months ago.

Nobody knows for sure how many 
Belarusians left the country in the wake of 
the crackdown on the 2020 postelection 
protests. Most estimates are within the 
200,000-300,000 range (YouTube, May 11, 
2022). By September 2021, 150,000 
Belarusians had already received refuge 
and were authorized to work in Poland, 
according to Polish President Andrzej 
Duda’s speech at the United Nations 
General Assembly. He did not specify the 
period but used the word “recently” 
(Belsat, November 11, 2021).

According to Artyom Shraibman, nonres-
ident scholar at the Carnegie Endowment 
for International Peace, who himself is a 
Belarusian émigré in Poland, the Belarusian 
diaspora in Poland remains detached from 
Russian émigrés. “Belarusians have … man-
aged to build for themselves a parallel infra-
structure of businesses, daycare centers and 
schools … that you can use without leaving 
the Belarusian ghetto in Warsaw, Vilnius 
and several other European cities.”

Mr. Shraibman observes that many 
Belarusians in the diaspora are switching 
to the Belarusian language from Russian. 
He also believes that, even with the author-
itarian rule of Mr. Lukashenka, Belarus is 
less totalitarian than Russia. According to 
the Carnegie scholar, not only the scale of 
repressions and consolidation of the ruling 
elite distinguish “totalitarian” from 
“authoritarian,” but it is also distinguished 
by a mobilizing role of ideology. And it 
appears that the imperial and revanchist 
“Z-ideology” is more dominant in Russia 
than the pro-Lukashenka, Soviet ideology is 
in Belarus (Gazeta.by, August 19).

Be that as it may, staying away from 
Russians abroad is but one aspect of 
Belarusian émigrés’ existence. Perhaps 
more important is the fact that they are 
becoming increasingly detached from their 
homeland. In Vilnius and Warsaw, the most 
debated topics are who presides over the 
Belarusian opposition (see Eurasia Daily 
Monitor, August 17), whether the idea of 
armed struggle with the Lukashenka 
regime is on target (Svaboda, August 15) 
and, above all, how funds received from 
Western donors should be distributed. A 

lengthy interview with Franak Viachorka, 
who many believe is the eminence grise of 
the organized opposition in exile, suggests 
opposition-minded Belarusians are keenly 
frustrated over these issues. The interview-
er representing Zerkalo, the offshoot of the 
legendary Tut.by cancelled by Minsk in 
2020, lambasted Mr. Viachorka on financial 
accountability and the effectiveness of 
exiled opposition activists so persistently 
that Mr. Viachorka, not usually prone to 
self-doubt, acknowledged the possibility 
that “we may lose the fight for Belarusian 
minds” (Zerkalo, August 17).

This misgiving may not be overblown, as 
Belarusians at home are facing entirely dif-
ferent issues. Primary areas of concern 
include the state of the economy under 
Western sanctions and the potential to 
become fully involved in the war in Ukraine. 
“Do not believe that I am planning some 
kind of an attack here and that we will 
bomb Ukraine from the territory of Belarus 
and so on,” Mr. Lukashenka declared to a 
group of farm workers in Brest Oblast. “I 
have no desire for your and my children to 
fight. In the name of what? We need to calm 
down. It is not Ukraine per se that is at war 
today, the entire NATO [North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization] bloc and America in 
the first place, are at war with Russia” (Sb.
by, August 19). Given that Ukraine has been 
bombed from Belarusian territory, this pro-
nouncement can be construed as “Belarus 
itself played no role in that.” During his 
speech, Mr. Lukashenka also insisted that, 
while the government will continue to assist 
the Belarusian people in fulfilling their aspi-
rations, they should rely on themselves for 
the most part, which may be construed as 
the state’s shrinking social welfare function 
during economic decline.

With no end in sight to this decline, 
Belarusian Prime Minister Roman Golov-
chenko prefers to look at the bright side. 
Specifically, he mentioned that the decrease 
in exports from Belarus gave way to growth 
as early as May and that a huge excess of 
exports over imports will be recorded by the 
end of the year, as imports have declined. 
Exports to Russia have grown, and, in June, 
reached the all-time monthly peak of $2 bil-
lion; Belarusian exports to China have also 
increased (Belta, August 19). Earlier, Mr. 
Golovchenko observed that, even after the 
decline in exports to unfriendly countries, 
their volume still amounted to $3.5 billion 
in 2021 and that the West is signaling its 
willingness to resume economic contact 
with Minsk (Vzglyad, August 14).

While preoccupied with the economy 
primarily, official Minsk does not forget 
about the sociology of its own. Thus, 
according to a telephone survey of 1,001 
Belarusians, the most important national 
symbols of the Republic of Belarus appear 
to be monuments commemorating World 
War II – 48.6 percent of respondents chose 
them; the state insignia of Belarus came 
second with 47.5 percent; and the 
Belarusian language and literature fourth 
at 38.6 percent (Belta, June 29).

The fourth position of the Belarusian 
language and literature is telling, as is the 
overall ranking order. Thus, the survey may 
indeed confirm that the two groups of 
Belarusians are growing further and fur-
ther apart.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

Belarusians at home and 
abroad are growing apart

 NEWS ANALYSIS

Following Moscow’s full-scale war on 
Ukraine, launched on February 24, Canada 
banned the supply of pipeline equipment 
to Russia, leaving Nord Stream 1 without 
some of the parts needed to perform rou-
tine maintenance, while one of the tur-
bines was stuck in Montreal for repairs.

Over the summer, Gazprom threatened 
to stop transporting gas to Germany if 
Canada did not return the equipment. The 
turbine was later transferred to Russia via 
Germany.

Canada later agreed to repair and deliv-
er five more turbines to Russia for Nord 
Stream 1, but Gazprom refused to take the 
turbines from Germany. The company said 
it wanted written guarantees from 
Western countries that equipment for the 
pipeline would not be hit with additional 
sanctions.

Earlier in September, Russia stopped 
transporting gas to Europe via Nord 
Stream 1.  Analysts and experts on the sit-
uation said Moscow’s ultimate aim was to 
remove sanctions against Russia and 
ensure the certification of the Nord 
Stream 2 pipeline.

E.U. leaders, however, said they would 
not make concessions, and they were pre-
paring to face a difficult winter.

As a result, Europe has seen significant 
increases in gas prices, as the cost of a 
thousand cubic meters hit $3,580, seven 
times more than the high mark in 2021. 
The price increase is expected to have 
major repercussions for businesses and 
households throughout Europe, threaten-
ing E.U. leadership with massive pressure 
from its citizens.

Ursula von der Leyen, the president of 
the European Commission, said the E.U. 
should cap the price of gas transported by 
pipeline from Russia to mitigate the 
effects of market manipulation by Putin’s 
regime.

The energy ministers of E.U. countries 
were expected to discuss the possibility of 
introducing a ceiling on the price of 
Russian gas during an extraordinary 
meeting convened by the Czech 
Presidency of the Council of the European 
Union.

Ms. von der Leyen also called on 
European countries to do what they could 
this winter to conserve energy and reduce 
their consumption of Russian gas.

According to a recent report in the 
F i n a n c i a l  T i m e s ,  t h e  E u ro p e a n 
Commission is considering two possible 
mechanisms for limiting the price of 
Russian gas.

The first option introduces a price ceil-
ing for Russian gas for all E.U. member 
states. In addition, a separate company 
will be created in the European Union that 
will deal with procurement for all coun-
tries.

The second option provides for the 
division of the E.U. into “red” and “green” 
zones, depending on the extent to which 
countries are at risk of gas supply inter-
ruptions. In “red” zones countries, govern-
ments will have the right to buy Russian 
gas at any price, while “green” zone coun-
tries would be able to purchase Russian 
gas at a limited price.

Paolo Gentiloni, the E.U.’s economy 
commissioner, said that Europe was ready 
to halt the supply of Russian gas thanks to 
its storage capacities and energy-saving 
measures.

The E.U. currently has approximately 
80 percent of the gas it needs this winter 
in reserves thanks to the diversification of 
supply, Mr. Gentiloni said.

The commissioner noted that the E.U. 

had taken various steps in recent months 
to ensure it was ready to combat Russia’s 
use of gas as a weapon.

“We are not afraid of Putin’s decisions. 
We ask the Russian side to abide by the 
contracts. But, if they do not, we are ready 
to react,” Mr. Gentiloni said.

As Europe continues to prepare for a 
difficult heating season, Ukraine has been 
fighting its own energy battle against 
Russia on two fronts. It has both sought to 
secure its own heating supplies for the 
upcoming winter season, while also fight-
ing to ensure Europe keeps sanctions on 
Russia in place despite concerns from 
individuals throughout Europe about ris-
ing energy costs.

“These days, Russia is trying to increase 
the energy pressure on Europe even more 
– gas pumping through the Nord Stream 
pipeline has completely stopped. Why do 
they do this? Russia wants to destroy the 
normal life of every European – in all 
countries of our continent,” Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said dur-
ing a recent video address. 

“Russia wants to weaken and intimi-
date all of Europe, every state. Where 
Russia cannot do it by force of convention-
al weapons, it does so by force of energy 
weapons. It is trying to attack with pover-
ty and political chaos where it cannot yet 
attack with missiles. And to protect 
against this, we all in Europe need even 
more unity, coordination and help from 
each other,” Mr. Zelenskyy said.

“This winter, Russia is preparing for a 
decisive energy attack on all Europeans. 
And the key answers to this should be two 
things: first, our unity – unity in protec-
tion against the terrorist state, and, sec-
ond, increasing our own pressure on 
Russia. This includes increasing sanctions 
at all levels and limiting Russia’s oil and 
gas revenues,” the Ukrainian president 
said.

Ukrainian Prime Minister Denys 
Shmyhal said that Russian propaganda 
considerably influences Europeans, caus-
ing many people to worry about heating 
bills. But he added that many Europeans 
understand the situation and are ready to 
withstand a difficult winter.

“Society in Europe today is divided into 
those ready to tolerate Russian crimes and 
those who deeply understand Russian 
hybrid and military aggression. There is, 
of course, a part of the population today 
that thinks completely about consumer-
ism. Such people are apprehensive about 
their wallets and increased bills, but 
Europe, and particularly Germany as the 
biggest consumer of Russian gas, are 
ready to go through this difficult heating 
season,” Mr. Shmyhal said.

In an interview with German media 
DPA, Mr. Shmyhal said that Ukraine is 
ready to offer Germany electricity.

“Ukraine currently exports electricity to 
Moldova, Romania, Slovakia and Poland, 
but we are also ready to expand exports to 
Germany. ... We have enough electricity for 
our own needs thanks to nuclear power 
plants,” Mr. Shmyhal said.

According to the prime minister, 
Ukraine and the E.U. are taking similar 
steps: stockpiling gas and coal, looking for 
alternative sources of energy supply and 
using energy-saving technologies. But he 
added that people and businesses must 
also work to reduce energy consumption 
throughout Europe this winter.

The prime minister emphasized that 
energy consumption is also being reduced 
in Ukraine as a result of the ongoing war.

Mr. Shmyhal expressed confidence that 
Ukraine and the E.U. would get through 
the coming winter together, but only if 
European countries remain unified in 
opposing Russia.

(Continued from page 1)

With winter...
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Ohio Ukrainians celebrate Ukraine’s renewed independence amid critical U.S. Senate race

Ukrainian community of Clifton, N.J., celebrates 31st anniversary of Ukraine’s renewed independence

by Andrew Fedynsky

PARMA, Ohio – On a beautiful August 
Saturday, members of the Ohio Ukrainian 
community and their many friends came 
out in large numbers to celebrate the 31st 
anniversary of Ukraine’s renewed indepen-
dence with a parade through the Ukrainian 
Village in Parma, Ohio.

“The parade was the largest in Parma’s 
history in regards to parade participants,” 
Ukrainian Village Chairman Roman Fedkiw 
said. “We had 65 groups participating. The 
crowds watching the parade were also our 
largest ever.”

While the parade was an unequivocal 
declaration of support for Ukraine in its 
existential struggle against the Russian 
Federation, the brilliant sunshine could not 
dispel political shadows.

For the Ukrainian American community 
of Ohio, the 2022 U.S. Senate campaign is 
the most important in decades. Sen. Rob 
Portman (R-Ohio), co-chair and co-founder 
of the Senate Ukraine Caucus, will retire at 
the end of his current term.

Mr. Portman has visited Ukraine eight 

times and met repeatedly with the coun-
try’s government and civic leaders. Three 
of those visits took place after Russian 
launched its full-scale war on Ukraine on 

February 24.
Mr. Portman has sponsored legislation 

supporting Ukraine and most critically per-
suaded former U.S. President Donald 

Trump to release vitally needed military 
aid to Ukraine in 2019, just days before it 
would have been lost forever due to bud-
getary rules.

The Ukrainian Village organizers hon-
ored Mr. Portman by naming him the Grand 
Marshall of the Ukrainian Independence 
Day parade.

Tim Ryan, the Democratic nominee 
vying for Mr. Portman’s Senate seat, 
addressed parade participants, praised 
Ukraine’s historic valor in the war and 
pledged to support both Ukraine’s march to 
victory and the inevitable rebuilding that 
will follow. He recognized that a democrat-
ic, prosperous Ukraine will remain a good 
friend to the people of the United States 
and he said that supporting Kyiv is in the 
best interests of the U.S.

His comments at the event were enthusi-
astically received. 

Mr. Ryan has previously expressed con-
sistent and staunch support for Ukraine as 
a member of the House Ukraine Caucus and 
the powerful Defense Appropriations 

 COMMUNITY CHRONICLE

The Democratic nominee for a U.S. Senate seat in Ohio, Tim Ryan, attended a 
Ukrainian Independence Day celebration in Parma, Ohio. Mr. Ryan addressed the 

crowd wearing his trademark Ukrainian trident tshirt.

Courtesy of Andrew Fedynsky

CLIFTON, N.J. – About 500 people turned out to show their support for Ukraine’s 31st anniversary of its renewed independence. They gathered on the Great Lawn in 
Clifton, N.J., in front of city hall on August 24. The program included musical interludes, a presentation by the children of St. Nicholas Ukrainian Assumption School in 
Passaic, N.J., and brief speeches. All together, it was a celebration of the end of Soviet rule in Ukraine in 1991.  But this Independence Day took place six months to the 
day after Russian President Vladimir Putin sent his troops over the border to launch a full-scale war on Ukraine that has claimed thousands of lives. Millions more have 
fled their homes and Ukrainian cities have been laid waste by bombardments. But the day also reaffirmed Ukrainians’ resolve and Western support for their struggle. 
That support was made clear by speakers and in the songs sung by school children and their elders.

– Tom Hawrylko

Tom Hawrylko

(Continued on page 12)
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Ukrainian community of Lehigh Valley commemorates Ukrainian Independence Day

 COMMUNITY CHRONICLE

by Lubomyr Zobniw

BINGHAMTON, N.Y. – On August 24, with 
a flag-raising ceremony at Binghamton City 
Hall,  the Ukrainian community of 
Binghamton, N.Y., celebrated the 31th anni-
versary of Ukraine’s renewed indepen-
dence and commemorated the fallen 
heroes defending Ukraine against Russia’s 
war in the country.

Since the 1950s, the local branch of the 
Ukrainian Congress Committee of America 
(UCCA) in Binghamton N.Y., has organized 
an annual celebration of Ukrainian 
Independence Day at the City Hall in 
Binghamton, N.Y., that includes a flag rais-
ing program.

Victor Czumak emceed this year’s cele-
bration and commemoration with opening 
remarks expressing pride in Ukrainian’s 
resolve to courageously defend Ukraine.

“The Ukrainian American community is 
so grateful to the United States of America 
and European countries for supplying 
weapons to Ukraine. We are grateful to all 
organizations for Humanitarian Aid to 
Ukraine,” Mr. Czumak said as he stood at a 
podium near a painting that illustrated 
some of the horrific destruction caused by 
Russia’s war on Ukraine. Nickolas Timko 
made the painting in April based on news 
stories and images of the destruction.

Mr. Czumak then introduced the Rev. 
Teodor Czabala, pastor of Sacred Heart 
Ukrainian Catholic Church, the Rev. Ivan 
Synevsky of St. John the Baptist Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church and Pastor Yaroslav 
Karnauch of the First Ukrainian Pentecos-
tal Church.

The three pastors reminded attendees 
of the power of prayer, and they urged peo-
ple to support the wounded and the fami-
lies of those killed in Ukraine defending the 
country against the Russian military. The 
pastors expressed gratitude for the medical 
packages that parishes previously sent to 
Ukraine.

This year also marks Binghamton Mayor 

Jared Kraham’s first term. Lubomyr Zobniw, 
the head of the Binghamton Branch of the 
Ukrainian Congress Committee of America 
(UCCA), introduced Mr. Kraham and pre-
sented him with a Ukrainian Easter egg as 
symbol of Ukraine’s more than 1,000-year 
history; during this period, Ukraine had sev-
eral independence days and in various occa-
sions the nation needed to fight to defend 
its freedom.

Mr. Kraham voiced his support for a free, 
sovereign Ukraine and he presented a 
signed Ukrainian Independence Day proc-
lamation to Mr. Zobniw, who then thanked 
the mayor for welcoming and hosting the 
Ukrainian community. Mr. Kraham has for 
many years as both deputy mayor and now 
mayor welcomed the Ukrainian communi-
ty to celebrate Ukrainian independence at 
City Hall.

Taras Stets then spoke about Ukraine’s 
struggle for survival across centuries of for-
eign occupation and efforts to conquer and 

rule over the country.
Mr. Czumak then introduced Eugene 

Czebiniak to sing “Bozhe Velykyj,” a prayer 
which asks God to protect Ukraine, to keep 
Ukraine safe, to give its people freedom, 
good fortune, good light and happiness for 
many years. Mr. Czebiniak, the choir direc-
tor at Sacred Heart Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, beautifully sang the “Prayer for 
Ukraine” in Ukrainian.

Mr. Czumak introduced in English the 
Song “Oy, U Luzi Chevona Kalyna” (in 
English, “Oh, the Red Viburnum in the 
Meadow”), which for many years has sym-
bolized Ukrainian national resistance and 
aspirations for freedom. Since the start of 
Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine in 
February, it has become an incredibly pop-
ular song in Ukraine and worldwide. The 
song’s lyrics speak of the Red Viburnum, 
which has been a symbol in Ukraine of life 
and death. The plant’s red color is associat-
ed with blood and war, but the song is also 

a metaphor of revival and love for Ukraine.
The Independence Day celebration also 

included a greeting from Anatoliy Pradun, 
president of the Together for Ukraine 
Foundation, who spoke of visiting Ukraine 
over the past few years.

“I was impressed by the young peoples’ 
drive,” Mr. Pradun said. “Ukrainians choose 
freedom, showing the whole world by 
example that liberty and independence are 
worth fighting for.”

The event also included greetings from 
Michael Dobransky, commander of 
Ukrainian American Veterans (UAV) Post 
43, and other UAV members who highlight-
ed the UAV’s activities to help the wounded 
in Ukraine. Mr. Dobransky led everyone in 
reciting the U.S. Pledge of Allegiance.

Children then assisted the mayor in rais-
ing the Ukrainian flag with everyone sing-
ing the Ukrainian national anthem.

Representatives from four local televi-
sion stations also attended the event.

Members of the Ukrainian American community gathered on August 24 to celebrate the 31st anniversary of Ukraine’s renewed 
independence with a flagraising ceremony at City Hall in Binghamton, N.Y. Participants of the event also commemorated 

Ukraine’s fallen heroes who died defending the country against Russian aggression.

Serhij Pechenyy

Binghamton community celebrates 31th anniversary of Ukraine’s renewed independence at city hall

BETHLEHEM, Pa. – The Ukrainian American community in the Lehigh Valley, Pa., commemorated Ukrainian 
Independence Day on August 24 at Bethlehem City Hall Plaza. A crowd of about 100 attended the flag raising cer-
emony and accompanying program. The event was both celebratory and solemn as government officials and keynote 
speaker Dr. Olena Ogrokhina spoke of the war in Ukraine and the need for continued support. The artistic program 
focused on Ukraine’s rich cultural heritage and highlighted song, dance and verse. Members of Ukrainian American 
Veterans (UAV) Post 42 of the Lehigh Valley raised the American and Ukrainian flags. The Ukrainian National 
Women’s League of America (UNWLA) Branch 91 of the Lehigh Valley sponsored the event.

– Oksana Koziak
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this as a “special military operation” rath-
er than a war.

They haven’t mobilized their people in 
Russia and they’re clearly having a lot of 
trouble recruiting soldiers. There’s no 
indication that this challenge is going to go 
away for the Russians. Right now, we’re 
seeing that a lot of the people who are 
returning aren’t reenlisting after their ser-
vice time in Ukraine ends and Russian offi-
cials are trying to keep their soldiers in 
Ukraine for as long as they possibly can for 
this very reason.

RFE/RL: Does this add any kind of tight 
window or time frame for things on the 
ground right now? Do you get any kind of 
sense from what you observe and hear 
that the Russians are feeling any kind of 
time pinch?

Mr. Ryan: From the Kremlin’s perspec-
tive at the political and strategic level, they 
think time is on their side.

Despite their manpower issues, they 
think publics in the West – particularly in 
Europe – won’t put up with very high 
energy prices and inflation and that will 
force political leaders in countries like 
France and Germany to put pressure on 
the Ukrainians and bring them to the 
[negotiating] table.

But I don’t see that happening, person-
ally, and I don’t think this idea of them 
having time on their side is an accurate 
reflection of the situation. The Ukrainians 
are in no mood to negotiate and there’s no 
reason they should negotiate right now 
unless the Russians are willing to fully 
withdraw from Ukraine.

RFE/RL: We’re entering another very 
pivotal period of this war. What are the big 
things on your mind that people should be 
watching closely?

Mr. Ryan: I think there’s a couple of fac-
tors to watch closely around how this 
southern campaign that’s under way 
works out.

[They should look to see] if there’s 
some kind of precipitous collapse on 
either side that will have a major bearing 
on the war and on morale of the popula-
tions of the country whose military col-
lapses. That feels unlikely for the 
Ukrainians, but it’s at least conceivable for 
the Russians, so my attention is closely 
watching the south.

Also, if [Kyiv] is able to take back the 
south, then Crimea is in an interesting 
position given the range of some 
Ukrainian weapons. Sevastopol [where the 
Black Sea Fleet is headquartered] is a port 
that becomes increasingly untenable for 
the Russians. In the east of Ukraine, we 
can’t forget that the Russians are still try-
ing to grind out advances there every day, 
but it’s largely at a standstill for the 
moment.

Russia may choose to reinforce in the 
east to try and get some momentum going 
there, and in the north they still have mis-
sile forces that they could use to attack the 
north of Ukraine, including targets in Kyiv.

(This interview has been edited and 
condensed for clarity.)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-southern-
offensive-interview-ryan-russia/32016869.
html).

(Continued from page 4)

Ukraine’s southern...
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More than 1,500 gather in Chicago to celebrate 31st anniversary of Ukraine’s renewed independence

by Maria Korkatsch-Groszko

CHICAGO – Nearly six months after 
Russia launched a full-scale war on Ukraine, 
more than 1,500 people gathered on August 
20 in the AON Grand Ballroom at Chicago’s 
Navy Pier under the motto “Ukraine 
Forever” to celebrate the 31st anniversary 
of the country’s renewed independence.

The celebration was organized by the 
Ukrainian Congress Committee of America-
Illinois Division (UCCA-Ill.) and the 
Consulate General of Ukraine in Chicago.

Since the beginning of Russia’s full-scale 
war on Ukraine, several television news-
casters and reporters have been providing 
thorough coverage of the war and all of the 
related activities being organized by the 
Ukrainian community of Chicago and the 
surrounding suburbs.  The UCCA-Ill. invited 
Ravi Baichwal of ABC7 and Natalie 
Martinez of NBC5 to the event in order to 
acknowledge their efforts on behalf of 
Ukraine, the people of Ukraine and the 
Ukrainian community in Chicago.  

Opening remarks at the celebration 
were offered by UCCA-Ill. President Ihor D. 
Diaczun.

Mr. Diaczun noted that, “Ukraine com-

mands more than 11 centuries of history. 
The path to becoming a free European 
democratic nation has been long. 
Ukrainians have the right to have their own 
state, to freely develop and maintain a 
national culture and to be a member of the 
international community.   Today, 
Ukrainians are defending not only Ukraine, 
but they are also defending the values of 
the western world.” 

Sergiy Koledov, Ukraine’s consul general 
in Chicago, said that, “Russia must be legal-
ly and politically recognized as a state 
sponsor of terrorism. This is necessary not 
only as a political gesture, but as an effec-
tive tool of defense of the free world. 
Despite the severe challenges that Ukraine 
faces today, I am confident in our victory. 
We are an open-minded and hard-working 
nation, which has a will to cooperate for 
safeguarding regional peace and global 
prosperity.”

Also, attending and offering remarks 
was Rep. Raja Krishnamoorthi (D-Ill.).

“I stand by the Ukrainian people in their 
fight to defend their country from [Russian 
President Vladimir] Putin’s barbaric, 
unprecedented and continuous attacks on 
Ukraine,” said Mr. Krishnamoorthi, who is 
also a member of the Congressional 
Ukraine Caucus.

“Putin must be held accountable for the 
targeted killing of Ukrainian civilians, elect-
ed leaders and the mass assassination of 
political dissidents as criminal and in viola-
tion of international law,” Mr. Krish-

namoorthi said. “Those engaged in these 
genocidal acts must be accountable for 
their atrocities.” 

The Ukrainian community was honored 
to have in attendance at the commemora-
tion Consul General Małgorzata Bąk-Guzik 
of the Republic of Poland in Chicago, 
Consul General Sigfrida Mulevičienė of the 
Republic of Lithuania in Chicago and 
Deputy Consul General Christopher Fuchs 
of the Republic of Germany in Chicago. 

The celebratory program began with an 
official posting of colors by members of the 
Ukrainian American Veterans, Post 32, 
under the leadership of Commander Peter 
Bencak, a retired major in the U.S. Army. 
The program was arranged by Oksana 
Chuyko. Pavlo Bandriwsky, Marusia 
Bandriwska and Olha Tsvyntarna served as 
masters of ceremony for the event.

Appearing in the program were accom-
plished and talented performers from the 
Ukrainian community of Chicago, Palatine, 
Ill., and Milwaukee, Wis., among them the 
AUYA choir, the vocal and dance group 
Elegy, the Trioda trio of Ukraine, the 
Hromovytsia Ukrainian Dance Ensemble, 
the Vyshyvanka Dance Ensemble, Iskra of 
AUYA, Dnipro, the women’s bandura 
ensemble Char Zilla. Also performing were 
Lynne Jordan and the Shrivers; Yuriy 
Yaremchuk and Sofi Frazer; and, appearing 
for the first time in Chicago, Lidia Okilko.

The evening festivities continued with a 
social hour that included music by the 
band Ephyra. As a finale, all attendees gath-

ered around a huge room-length Ukrainian 
flag and sang the Ukrainian song “Oy u Luzi 
Chervona Kalyna.”  A display of Chicago 
fireworks marked the end of the evening.

The following day, on August 21, the 
Ukrainian American Women of Illinois and 
UCCA-Ill. held a silent protest by forming a 
human chain from Chicago’s Water Tower 
Place to Millennium Park.  The purpose of 
the protest was to send a message to the 
U.S. government to send more weapons to 
Ukraine so that its citizens can better 
defend themselves, prevent the deaths of 
more innocent civilians and halt the 
destruction of cities, schools and infra-
structure.

On August 24, Ukrainian Independence 
Day, the Ukrainian community of Chicago 
and the surrounding suburbs joined the 
Ukrainian American Veterans, Post 32, for a 
Ukrainian flag raising ceremony at 
Chicago’s Daley Plaza. The Ukrainian flag 
was raised alongside the flags of the United 
States and city of Chicago.

The program was arranged by Ms. 
Chuyko, and Mr. Bandriwsky served as the 
master of ceremonies. A prayer was offered 
by Rev. Ivan Lymar of St. Volodymyr 
Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral in Chicago. 
Remarks were delivered by Messrs. 
Diaczun and Koledov, as well as Cook 
County (Illinois) Treasurer Maria Pappas.

The Ukrainian community of Chicago 

 COMMUNITY CHRONICLE

On August 24, Ukrainian Independence Day, the Ukrainian community of Chicago 
and the surrounding suburbs joined the Ukrainian American Veterans, Post 32, for a 
Ukrainian flag raising ceremony at Chicago’s Daley Plaza. Following the flag raising 
program, all participants joined hands to form a human chain that surrounded a 

large Ukrainian flag.

Peter Koutun

The Hromovytsia Ukrainian Dance Ensemble performed during an August 20 cele
bration of the 31st anniversary of Ukraine’s renewed independence in Chicago.

The Ukrainian American Women of Illinois and UCCAIll. held a silent protest on 
August 21 by forming a human chain from Chicago’s Water Tower Place to 

Millennium Park.

Peter Koutun
Peter Koutun

Sergiy Koledov, Ukraine’s consul general 
in Chicago, said during an August 20 cele
bration of the 31st anniversary of 
Ukraine’s renewed independence that, 
“Russia must be legally and politically rec

ognized as a state sponsor of terrorism.”

Peter Koutun

UCCAIll. President Ihor D. Diaczun 
offered opening remarks during an 
August 20 celebration of the 31st anni
versary of Ukraine’s renewed indepen

dence.

Peter Koutun

(Continued on page 14)

Maria Korkatsch-Groszko, Ph.D., is vice-
president of the Ukrainian Congress 
Committee of America-Illinois Division and 
a professor emerita at Northeastern Illinois 
University in Chicago.
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Germany via the Baltic Sea whose certifica-
tion Berlin put on hold with tensions high 
ahead of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. 
Western leaders have repeatedly accused 
Moscow of “weaponizing” gas and other 
energy deliveries as it continues its full-
scale war on Ukraine, which is also a major 
transit country for Russian gas. In 
Vladivostok, Putin said sanctions had 
prompted the gas crisis and said Ukraine 
had shut down one of the routes on its ter-
ritory for Russian gas on its own initiative. 
He also said Poland had shut down the 
Yamal-Europe pipeline from Western 
Siberia through Belarus and Poland to 
Germany. Flows through Yamal-Europe 
have been reversed to flow eastward 
between Poland and Germany since early 
this year, and Moscow has imposed sanc-
tions on the owner of the pipeline’s Polish 
segment. Putin said European Union dis-
cussions of a possible price cap on Russian 
gas were “stupid.” (RFE/RL, with reporting 
by Reuters)

Putin hints at ‘changing routes’ for grain

Russian President Vladimir Putin has 
criticized grain exports from Ukraine under 
a United Nations-brokered deal, claiming 
that they are failing to reach poorer coun-
tries as intended, and he warned that the 
current food crisis could intensify into a 
“humanitarian catastrophe.” The comments 
raise doubt about the fate of a six-week-old 
deal brokered by the United Nations and 
Turkey to ship millions of tons of grain 
from Ukraine’s blockaded ports. Speaking 
at the Eastern Economic Forum in the east-
ern city of Vladivostok on September 7, 
Putin suggested that Moscow will “have to 
think about changing routes” for Ukrainian 
grain shipments. He said Russia had done 
all it could to ensure Ukraine can export 
grain. Asked by Reuters whether Moscow 
had initiated changes in the grain-export 
deal, Ukrainian Agriculture Minister 
Mykola Solskiy said after Putin’s speech 
that “we have not seen anything at our 
level.” Global food and energy prices have 
spiked since the start of Russia’s full-scale 
invasion to subdue smaller post-Soviet 
neighbor Ukraine. “Almost all the grain 
exported from Ukraine is sent not to the 

poorest developing countries, but to E.U. 
[European Union] countries,” Putin said in 
Vladivostok, without providing evidence. 
He added that “with this approach, the scale 
of food problems in the world will only 
grow” and he warned of a “looming human-
itarian catastrophe.” Ukrainian ports, infra-
structure and agriculture have been 
slammed by what Moscow calls a “special 
military operation,” which began in late 
February and included a smothering boy-
cott of Ukraine’s Black Sea ports. The U.N.- 
and Turkey-brokered deal between Russia 
and Ukraine in July was intended to 
unblock millions of tons of grain and fertil-
izer whose export was being prevented. By 
late August ,  President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy said Ukraine had exported more 
than 1 million tons of agricultural products 
by sea in the first month since the grain-
export deal. U.S. officials have cited the 
grain-export deal to rebuff Kyiv’s insistence 
that Russia should be designated a “terror-
ist state,” saying designation would prevent 
the kind of exchanges that made that break-
through. Western financial, trade and other 
sanctions on Russia have been compound-
ed by Moscow countermeasures including 
the embargo and cutoffs of natural gas. 
Russian Foreign Affairs Minister Sergei 
Lavrov complained on September 6 that the 
West was not honoring its promise to help 
Russian food exports reach global markets. 
In August, the head of the U.N.’s World Food 
Program warned that even with the 
resumption of Ukraine’s exports, “we’re 
talking about a global food crisis at least for 
another 12 months.” Amir Abdulla, U.N. 
coordinator for the Black Sea Grain 
Initiative, warned weeks later that the grain 
deal had “started creating some space” but 
millions of tons of food needed to be moved 
from Ukrainian silos to make room for the 
next harvest. Ukraine is historically one of 
the world’s biggest grain exporters. The 
deputy chairman of the Ukrainian Agrarian 
Council predicted this week that Ukraine’s 
exports of agricultural products would total 
about 50 million tons this marketing year 
from a total harvest of 60 million-65 million 
tons. (RFE/RL, with reporting by Reuters 
and AFP)

White House rejects terrorism designation

The White House says it would be coun-
terproductive to brand Russia a state spon-
sor of terrorism, rejecting calls from 
Ukraine and some U.S. lawmakers to take 
the step. White House spokeswoman 
Karine Jean-Pierre said a terrorism desig-
nation was “not the most effective or stron-
gest path forward” to hold Russia account-
able for its ongoing full-scale invasion of 
Ukraine. “It would also undercut our 

unprecedented multilateral [coalition] that 
has been so effective to holding [Russian 
President Vladimir] Putin accountable and 
could also undermine our ability to support 
Ukraine” in negotiations, she told reporters 
at a briefing on September 6. U.S. President 
Joe Biden, asked a day earlier if he would 
blacklist Russia as a terrorist state as 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
has repeatedly requested, said simply “no.” 
Ms. Jean-Pierre said the designation would 
hamper aid delivery to parts of Ukraine and 
prevent aid groups and companies from 
participating in a deal brokered by the 
United Nations and Turkey to ship grain 
from Ukraine’s blockaded ports. Mr. 
Zelenskyy has said the move would be jus-
tified following a series of attacks by Russia 
on civilian places such as shopping centers 
and train stations that killed dozens of 
Ukrainians. Those actions and others by 
Moscow, including the poisonings of sever-
al Kremlin-critics and Russia’s military 
activities in Syria, were enough to prompt 
Latvia’s parliament in August to designate 
Russia as a state sponsor of terrorism. The 
United States has only branded four 
nations – Iran, Syria, North Korea and Cuba 
– as state sponsors of terrorism. Each of 
those countries have much smaller econo-
mies than Russia’s. (RFE/RL, based on 
reporting by AFP)

Another Russia-imposed official attacked

Another Moscow-appointed official in 
Russia-occupied Ukrainian territory has 
been attacked and is now in the hospital in 
serious condition. The Russia-imposed 
administration of the city of Berdyansk in 
Ukraine’s southeastern region of 
Zaporizhia said on September 6 that the 
city’s commandant, Artem Bardin, was 
seriously injured and rushed to hospital 
after his car exploded near the administra-
tion’s building. Several officials appointed 
by Moscow to areas of Ukraine during the 
Kremlin’s invasion of the country have died 
in recent weeks after being attacked. Last 
week, Russia-appointed officials in 
Ukraine’s Kherson region, parts of which 
have been under Russian military forces’ 
control since March, said that former 
Ukrainian lawmaker Oleksiy Kovalyov, who 
joined the Russia-imposed government 
was found dead. Reports said at the time 
that Mr. Kovalyov’s partner was stabbed 
and she died later in the hospital. Days 
before that, Russia-imposed authorities in 
the Zaporizhia region said that the 
Moscow-appointed mayor of the town of 
Mykhaylivka, Ivan Sushko, was killed by a 

(Continued on page 13)
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KULINSKI MEMORIALS
809 SOUTH MAIN STREET • MANVILLE, NJ 08835

• Serving Ukrainian families for over 60 years
• Over 40 granite colors to choose from
• Custom etchings
• House appointments available
• Serving the tri-state area
• 5 minutes from St. Andrew Ukrainian Cemetery  
   in South Bound Brook, NJ

Tel. 800-458-5467  •  908-722-3130  •  Fax 908-253-0027
KulinskiMemorials@msn.com  •  KulinskiMemorials.com
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TO PLACE YOUR AD CALL WALTER HONCHARYk (973) 292-9800 x3040
or e-mail  advertising@ukrweekly.com

SERVICES

SERVICES

OPPORTUNITIES

Earn Extra incomE!
The Ukrainian Weekly is looking 

for advertising sales agents.
For additional information contact  

Walter Honcharyk, Advertising Manager,  
The Ukrainian Weekly, 973-292-9800, ext 3040.

HELP WANTED

Run your advertisement here, 
in The Ukrainian Weekly’s 

CLASSIFIEDS section.

CNC LATHE MACHINIST
Candidate must have formal training 
in CNC machining with mechanical 
aptitude. Programming would be 
a plus using G Code and/or other 
programs, but not a requirement. 

Ukrainian-owned company. 
Orest Hryhorchuk

Phone:  215-364-4115; A&F LLC

МАРІЯ ДРИЧ
Ліцензований Продавець

Страхування Життя
МАRІA DRICH

Licensed Life Insurance Agent 
  Ukrainian National Assn., Inc.

2200 Route 10, Parsippany, NJ 07054
Tel.: 973-292-9800 ext. 3035
e-mail: mdrich@unainc.org

Subcommittee. In addition to his many 
public declarations supporting Ukraine’s 
sovereignty and territorial integrity, he has 
been instrumental in drafting legislation 
that provides Ukraine with billions of dol-
lars in military aid. His attendance at 
numerous events organized by the 
Ukrainian American community has pro-
vided him with the opportunity to shake 
hundreds of hands and to listen to the 
community’s concerns and recommenda-
tions.

Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine, a long-time 
supporter of Ukraine, also spoke at the 
independence day commemoration, as did 
Parma Mayor Tim DeGeeter, Bishop 
Bohdan Danylo of the Ukrainian Catholic 
Eparchy of Parma, and others.

Many members of the Ukrainian com-
munity of Ohio expressed their support for 
Mr. Portman and noted their disappoint-

ment that he was retiring.  Many also 
voiced their opposition to James David 
Vance, the Republican nominee vying for 
Mr. Portman’s Senate seat who has previ-
ously made clear that he is not a supporter 
of Ukraine in its struggle to remain inde-
pendent and fight off the Russian military.

“I got to be honest with you,” Mr. Vance 
said, “I don’t really care what happens to 
Ukraine one way or another.”

Cleveland Plain Dealer political com-
mentator Brent Larkin also condemned 
Mr. Vance’s “breathtaking unfitness” for 
Senate office.

During the Independence Day event, 
one pastor of a Cleveland area Ukrainian 
Orthodox church noted that Ukrainian 
Americans will thank whomever supports 
Ukraine and that the best expression of 
such gratitude would be to vote this fall.

“It’s not enough to fly the blue and yel-
low flag on your home,” said an organizer 
of the Independence Day celebration. “We 
have to vote to ensure support for Ukraine 
in the critical years to come.”

(Continued from page 8)

Ohio Ukrainians...
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car bomb. Several other similar incidents 
have also been recorded in recent weeks. 
Russia invaded Ukraine on February 24. 
(RFE/RL, based on reporting by TASS and 
RIA Novosti)

U.S. says Russia buying North Korean artillery

A declassified U.S. intelligence assess-
ment says Russia is acquiring millions of 
artillery shells and rockets from North 
Korea for its six-month-old invasion of 
Ukraine, in an indication of the effect that 
Western sanctions are having on the 
Russian war effort. The New York Times 
first published the findings of the intelli-
gence assessment, but the newspaper said 
the specifics of the purchases, including 
their type and timing, were unclear. The 
paper quoted an unnamed U.S. official as 
saying such purchases were expected to 
continue and perhaps expand beyond 
short-range rockets and ammunition. 
Pentagon spokesman Brig. Gen. Pat Ryder 
acknowledged that the United States has 
seen signs of such purchases. “We do have 
indications that Russia has approached 
North Korea to request ammunition,” Mr. 
Ryder said on September 6 at a briefing. 
Asked why the information was declassi-
fied, Mr. Ryder said it’s relevant to illustrate 
the condition of Russia’s ongoing military 
campaign in Ukraine. “It does demonstrate 
and is indicative of the situation that Russia 
finds itself in in terms of its logistics and 
sustainment capabilities as it relates to 
Ukraine,” said Mr. Ryder, who provided the 
administration’s first public comments on 
the intelligence assessment. “We assess 
that things are not going well on that front 
for Russia.” It also shows that Russia is “try-
ing to reach out to international actors like 

Iran and North Korea that don’t have the 
best record when it comes to international 
stability,” Mr. Ryder said. A U.S. official, who 
spoke on condition of anonymity to discuss 
the intelligence, said the purchase “indi-
cates that the Russian military continues to 
suffer from severe supply shortages in 
Ukraine, due in part to export controls and 
sanctions.” Neither Mr. Ryder nor the U.S. 
official were able to say how much weap-
onry Russia intends to purchase from 
North Korea. National Security Council 
spokesman John Kirby said there were no 
indications that the arms purchase had 
actually occurred yet or that any North 
Korean munitions had made it onto the 
battlefield in Ukraine. But Mr. Kirby said 
the talks alone were another indication of 
how desperate Russian President Vladimir 
Putin is becoming. “It’s an indication of 
how much his defense industrial establish-
ment is suffering as a result of this war and 
the degree of desperation that he’s reach-
ing out to countries like Iran and North 
Korea for assistance,” Mr. Kirby told report-
ers. The disclosure of the U.S. assessment 
follows reports last month originating from 
U.S. sources asserting that there were 
mechanical or technical problems among 
the first two types of military drone pur-
chased recently from Russian ally Iran. 
Putin and his intelligence chiefs and war 
planners are thought to have believed that 
the main aims of their full-scale invasion 
after eight years of war mostly by proxy in 
eastern Ukraine could be achieved in a 
matter of days when they launched it in 
late February. But Ukrainians have mount-
ed a fierce defense and, aided by Western 
weapons shipments, have recently 
launched a major counteroffensive to 
retake territory in southern Ukraine. Both 
sides’ casualty figures are classified, but the 
consensus is that each side has lost tens of 
thousands of soldiers or, in Ukraine’s case, 

troops along with civilian defense forces. 
Kyiv and Moscow have both pledged to 
fight as long as it takes to secure victory. 
Western governments and North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization members have sup-
plied tens of billions of dollars in weapons 

and other military aid to Ukraine for a cam-
paign that some regard as a potential 
Kremlin stepping stone to further wars of 
territorial expansion, particularly among 
former Soviet republics. (RFE/RL, with 
reporting by AFP, AP and Reuters)

(Continued from page 12)
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With great sadness we announce the passing 
on August 8, 2022 of our beloved 
husband, father and grandfather 

Ihor Sochan
born in Khodoriv on April 4, 1930. 

After the second World War, he immigrated to the USA and settled in 
Woodcli�  Lake, NJ, where he enjoyed family life. An engineer, member 
of Plast, sportsman, he loved his family and Ukraine above all.

Remaining in deep sorrow: 
wife  - Olena, 
daughter  - Maria with husband Bohdan, 
son  - Oleh with wife Olha, 
grandson  - Nestor, 
extended family.

A memorial service was held at St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, 217 President St., Passaic, NJ on August 20 at 11am.

May his memory be eternal.

Adrian Kekis
1976 - 2022

With deep sorrow we announce that Adrian Kekis, 46, peacefully 
entered eternal rest in his wife’s loving arms on Thursday, 

September 1, 2022 at his home in Westchester, NY. 
Adrian was born July 23, 1976 in Toronto, 

Canada. During his youth, he enjoyed 
spending time with friends – riding bikes, 
attending live concerts, and traveling.  He 
spent the longevity of his professional 
career with Markem-Image, and with 
persistent hard work and dedication quickly 
rose through various ranks to become 
the Pre-Sales Manager, North America.  
Adrian married his best friend Lidia on 
Valentine’s Day in 2015 and settled in New 
York.  Soon thereafter, he was diagnosed 
with stage four gastric cancer, which he 
courageously fought for six years.  Through 
this challenging time, God blessed Lidia 
and Adrian with the greatest miracle, their 
beautiful son Christian, whom Adrian adored.

He leaves in deep sorrow: wife Lidia Kekis (Kryzaniwsky); son Christian; 
parents Rev. Renaldo and Maria Kekis (Maszluch); siblings Alexander and 
Mariana; and extended family and friends.

On Saturday, September 10, 2022, from 9:00-10:00 a.m., private 
visitation will be held only for immediate family at the Donovan Funeral 
Home, 82 South Church Street, Goshen, N.Y.

Thereafter, the public visitation and Mass will commence at 10:30 a.m. 
at St. Andrew’s Ukrainian Catholic Church followed by Burial at Holy Spirit 
Ukrainian Catholic Cemetery, 141 Sarah Wells Trail, Campbell Hall, N.Y.  
Arrangements are under the care of the Donovan Funeral Home, Inc., 
Goshen, NY.  To leave a condolence, please visit www.donovanfunerals.com.

In honoring Adrian’s wishes, in lieu of donations or � owers, please 
make a monetary gift to his son Christian Kekis either directly or via 
https://gofund.me/3a8a2087.

May his loving memory be eternal.  Вічная Пам’ять!!

OKSANA EMILIA KOZBUR 
1927-2020

Oksana Kozbur was born on August 19, 1927 in Lviv, Ukraine, 
and departed from us peacefully on September 17, 2020, at 

the age of 93, in Corona del Mar, CA.  She was the daughter of Antin 
Kniazynsky and Mychailyna Modrytska.

Oksana grew up in Sambir, Ukraine, together 
with her twin sister, Martha, and her sister Vira, 
who passed away at age 9. Her parents were 
prominent members of the community.

In her late teens Oksana was forced to leave 
Ukraine with her family because of the war. 
They migrated � rst to Vienna, where she studied 
medicine in Vienna and Munich, eventually 
ending up in Berchtesgaden, Germany to live in 
a displaced persons camp.  Later she joined her 
family in Philadelphia.

Oksana was married to Taras Kozbur, a 
prominent architect and Ukrainian community 
activist. They made their home in Buena Park, California for over 50 years. 
Oksana worked approximately 30 years as a biochemist in the research 
departments of the Je� erson Medical Center, the Orange County Medical 
Center (now known as UCI Medical Center), and the Long Beach Veteran’s 
Hospital. She also enjoyed cooking and entertaining.

Oksana has one daughter, Maria (Meka), who is married to Wilfried 
Voge. Oksana loved spending time with her two grandchildren Christina 
and Michael, who now have children of their own, two adorable girls, 
Xenia and Camila. 

At the start of the Covid pandemic Oksana moved to Corona del Mar 
to live with her daughter and son-in-law.  Her husband and sister had 
already passed away.  

She was a parishioner at the Ukrainian Catholic Church of the Nativity 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary in Los Angeles. Oksana was an active member 
of Soyuz Ukrainok, both in Philadelphia and in Los Angeles.

Her family is grateful for having been able to spent the last seven 
months of Oksana’ s life together in our home. 

Because of the pandemic, the memorial service has been delayed.  It 
will now take place on September 17, 2022 at 10 am at St. Michael the 
Archangel Ukrainian Catholic Church, 1013 Fox Chase Road, Jenkintown, 
PA 19046.  Interment and lunch will follow.
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ENDOWMENT MATURED POLICYHOLDERS
USA

CA 257 Budilo, Igor
 360 Kachmar, Emma Carmen
 360 Snider, Lydia Marianna
  
CT 414 Buckner, Logan James
   59 Gavrilyak, Tatiana
 277 Humennyj, Deanna Maria
   67 Mayko, Michael Francis
 277 Sendzimir, Yuri
 174 Simpson, Iryna Natalya Joyce
  
DC   15 Eassa, Andrew J
   15 Yaciuk, Steve J
  
FL 388 Maryniuk, George
 388 Maryniuk, Melinda D 
  
IL 423 Kalinichenko, Lidia
 379 Kot, Juliana
 379 Kot, Michael
 399 Skyba, Natalia Kateryna
 399 Skyba, Volodymyr
 399 Watral, Bohdan W
 259 Zelisko, Mark Alexander
 259 Zelisko, Vincent Peter
  
MA 253 Caracciolo, Hannah Chenaille
 253 Hawrylciw, Glenn E
 238 Tarnawsky, Halyna M
 238 Wyrsta, Maria
  
MD 320 Fenchak, Gabriel Adam
   55 Hudyma, Christina Maria
  
MI 174 Cholyway, Maria O
 174 Hrywnak, Roman J
 292 Konowka, Christine M
 292 Michel, Larissa Kateryna
 292 Onyskiw, Mary
 292 Onyskiw, Peter
 174 Prysazniuk, Ava
 292 Rinker, Michael Harrison
   82 Sova, Lydia
  
NJ   42 Benevento, Charles Daniel
   42 Benevento, Matthew Steven
   42 Benevento, Tyler � omas
 501 Kosowski, Elena Olya
 133 Kriegl, Daria
 171 Krychkowski, Karol
   42 Michel, Avalina Charitina

   37 Mondero, Tyler Chan
   37 Morgan, Christine Sonya
 171 Pawlenko, Natalie
 234 Rokoszak, Kylie
   25 Sadowey, John P
   37 Slysh, Sonya J
   37 Sosiak, Daniel John
   70 Yurchuk, Kyril George
  
NY   86 Andreadis, Irene
 184 Bachynsky, Mykhailo Lev
 130 Barbano, Frank Andrew
   88 Byc, Boguslaw
 194 Czernyk, Borys
 121 Gadz, Cathy D
   39 Gudziak, Marko
 194 Gural, Emily Taylor
 194 Gural, Spencer Joseph
   39 Hobczuk, Adam
 194 Iwasykiw, Roman O
 367 Lewyckyj, Lucas George
 184 Lutzky, Marko W
     5 Maczaj Kox, Alexander Richard
   39 Misiaszek Ii, Richard A
   88 Naroditskaya, Irina
   13 Nelson, Cole Robert
   88 Pryhoda, Christopher Joseph
 367 Rohrback, Katherine A
 194 Sawczuk, Alexandra
 360 Swystun, Andrey P
     8 Tomaszewsky, Lukian Wolodymyr
   13 Trascos, Christine A
 283 Viel, Aileen Karly
   39 Welych-Flanagan, Martin Andrew
     5 Wilson, Christine M
  
OH 112 Bilokonsky, George
 112 Burdiak, Nina
 102 Danko, Roman J
 112 Dobromilsky, Nicholas M
 112 Dobromilsky, Nicholas M
 112 Dubyk, Walt
 102 Fylak, Natalie Marie
 112 Hren, Halia M
 102 Johnson, Nadia M
 102 Kilarsky, Edward George
 112 Melnyk, Lillian J
 233 Paschyn, Larissa
 112 Pidhirny, Julian
 112 Sochockyj, Luba
 233 Szuja, Luba
 112 Whited, Lidia
 230 Zebel, Katherine
 112 Zebel, Mary

 102 Zura, Mikola Andrew
 102 Zura, Zoryana Isabella
  
PA 153 Artymyshyn, Roman P
 162 Bankston, Christia A
 153 Bilyk, Andrea Z
 137 Dashe, Benjamin � omas
 162 Fedorijczuk, Ulana Paraskevia
   83 Fleming, Clara
   83 Kowalik, Maria
   83 Kulchitsky, Anastazya Nina Christina
   83 Kulchykyj, Lukash Bohdan
 153 Kusznir, Maria N
 162 Kyzyk, Mira A
 162 Masiuk, George
   83 Mc Kernan, Ariana Maria Helena
   96 Morozowich, Danya Maria
 153 Pichkan, Orest
   83 Salak, Michael Alexander
   83 Salak, Nicole Irene
   83 Senyk, Alexander Gerhard Myroslav
   83 Szumskyj, Ulana J
 162 Weremijenko, Roman Andrew
 162 Zharovsky, Oksana Justine
 162 Zharovsky, Roman Stephan
  

CANADA
ON 402 Annis, Michael
 402 Annis, Roberto
 461 Diduch, Luba
 461 Dubnewych, Stephan Roman
 461 Helka, Megan So� e
 432 Holowaty, Andrew Matthew
 432 Holyk, Walter
 461 Kryzaniwsky, Roman
 341 Kudla, Lydia
 461 Opolko, Francis J
 461 Panas, Paul W
 402 Shwec, Andrew
 432 Szlapak, Roslana
 461 Zacerkowny. Steven N
  
QC 434 Dranzewsky, Roman
 465 Kulycky, Michael Andrew
 434 Kutash, Kalyna S
 434 Lewycka, Alexandra
 434 Melnyk, Iryna
 434 Nadeau, Marika Melnyk
 434 Wankiewicz, Orest
  
SK 444 Kobzey-Kwitkoski, Angeline Elizabeth
 444 Kowal, Paul
 444 Lalonde, Lucille
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UKRAINIAN  NATIONAL  ASSOCIATION,  INC.,  
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WE ASK THESE MEMBERS OR RELATIVES    PLEASE CALL    UNA    973-292-9800
UNCLAIMED  FUNDS  WILL  BE   ESCHEATED  TO  THE  STATE

ing and intrusive screenings at checkpoints 
and other filtration camps run by Russian 
troops or pro-Russian Ukrainian fighters.

Ms. Thomas-Greenfield said “there’s a 
simple way to know if any of this is true,” 
adding, “Let the United Nations in.”

She called for access for independent 
observers and non-governmental organiza-
tions and humanitarian efforts to “let the 
world see what is going on.”

U.N. political chief Rosemary DiCarlo 
said the persistent allegations “of forced 
displacement, deportation and so-called fil-
tration camps run by the Russian 
Federation and affiliated local forces” are 
“extremely disturbing.”

Ms. DiCarlo also urged that the U.N. be 
given access to Ukrainians living in Russia-
controlled areas.

She said the International Committee of 

the Red Cross and the U.N. Human Rights 
Monitoring Mission in Ukraine “must have 
unimpeded access to all individuals 
detained in relation to the ongoing war.”

U.N. Assistant Secretary General for 
Human Rights Ilze Brands Kehris asked 
Moscow to provide her Geneva-based 
office with access to all detention sites and 
said any adoptions of Ukrainian children 
would contravene the Geneva Convention.

More than 13 million Ukrainians have 
been displaced by Russia’s unprovoked 
invasion, with both sides vowing to fight on 
amid death tolls in the tens of thousands 
with many times that number injured.

(Based on reporting by Reuters and AP)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/us-un-demand-
access-russian-filtration-camps-ukraine-/ 
32023811.html).

(Continued from page 4)

U.S., U.N. demand...

welcomed guests from the Chicago consul-
ar corps, among them Ms. Mulevičienė of 
the Republic of Lithuania in Chicago; Consul 
General Damjan Jović of the Republic of 
Serbia; Consul Agata Hru shovski of the 
Republic of Poland; Acting Consul General 
Aaron Annable of Canada; Deputy British 
Consul General Maria Rennie; Deputy 
Consul General Christo pher Fuchs of the 
Federal Republic of Germany; Deputy 
Consul General Rikke Krogh Andersen of 
Denmark; Deputy Consul General Onřej 
Pometlo of the Czech Republic; Consul 
General Yenik Patan of France; and, 
Honorary Consul Paul Van Hulteren of the 
Kingdom of Belgium.

Following the flag raising program, all 
participants joined hands to form a human 
chain that surrounded a large Ukrainian 
flag. They held hands and extended the 

human chain around Daley Plaza.  The ini-
tiative came as a suggestion from Ukraine 
by The Free World Gathering and was done 
as a symbol of support for Ukraine from the 
international community.

Proclamations were received from the 
Office of the Governor of Illinois J.B. 
Pritzker and from the Mayor of the City of 
Chicago Lori Lightfoot to proclaim the 
week of August 22 as Ukrainian Inde-
pendence Week.  Greetings were received 
from U.S. Sen. Richard J. Durbin and Illinois 
State Attorney General Kwame Raoul.  Cook 
County Assessor Fritz Kaegi was also rec-
ognized at the event. 

Members of the organizing committee 
for the Ukrainian Independence Day event 
included Mr. Diaczun, Marta Farion, Mr. 
Bandriwsky, Motria Melnyk, Maria Dmytriv-
Kapeniak, Maria Korkatsch-Groszko, Maria 
Dziuma, Ms. Chuyko, Anatolii Konovaliuk, 
Vasyl Tretyak, Andrii Sydorenko, Valentina 
Sidelnik, Roman Yatskivskyy, Christina 
Drozd and Lydia Tkaczuk. 

(Continued from page 11)

More than 1,500...
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That offensive was announced on August 29 while this 
week Russia was hit hard near Izium in the Kharkiv region 
and in the Donetsk town of Sviatohirsk, as well as in the 
hilly area of Lysychynask in Luhansk Oblast.

“Each success of our military in one direction or another 
changes the general situation along the entire frontline in 
favor of Ukraine,” President Volodymyr Zelens kyy said on 
his Telegram channel on Sep tember 8.

Earlier in the week, Mr. Zelenskyy said the goal is to 
push Russia away “from Ukrainian borders,” including the 
Crimean Peninsula, which Moscow forcibly seized in 2014.

U.S. and British officials also acknowledged the gains 
Ukraine is making on the conventional battlefield along the 
1,250-kilometer front line.

Kyiv’s military is making “slow but significant progress” 
on the battlefield, U.S. Deputy Defense Secretary Colin Kahl 
said at a forum held by Defense News.

In a daily Tweet, British Defense Intelligence said it 
observed “heavy fighting” having taken place overnight on 
September 7 “in the north near Kharkiv, in the east in the 
Donbas [composed of the Luhansk and Donetsk regions] 
and in the south in Kherson Oblast.”

While Russia’s approach has been straightforward and 
replete with heavy artillery shelling, followed by armor 
and infantry advances to incrementally take territory, 
Ukraine has used precision weapons provided by the West 
– mostly from the U.S. – to surgically strike high-valued tar-
gets, such as command and control centers, army bases, 
ammunition warehouses and fuel depots.

The so-called shaping operations have gravely weak-
ened Russia’s defenses and the counteroffensives appear to 
have spread Moscow’s defenses thin.

Overnight on September 7, Ukraine’s military said that 
640 Russian soldiers were killed, the equivalent of what 
could be considered a battalion tactical group. Thirty-seven 
armored personnel carriers were destroyed as well as 15 
tanks. Two Sukhoi-25 war jets and a KA-52 assault 
“Alligator” helicopter were also downed, according to 
Ukrainian estimates and videos viewed by The Ukrainian 
Weekly.

The Weekly estimated a Russian killed-in-action rate 
over the past week of 388 personnel, based on Ukrainian 
military approximations.

When asked what can be specifically reported on the 
offensives, Defense Ministry spokesperson Iryna Zolotar 
said that, “everywhere a defensive operation is taking 
place, the enemy’s logistics, control points, etc. are being 
destroyed.”

British intelligence added that “multiple concurrent 
threats spread across 500 kilometers will test Russia’s abil-
ity to coordinate operational design and reallocate resourc-
es across multiple groupings of forces.”

Aside from making breakthroughs in the south while 
liberating a number of settlements, Ukraine struck into the 
heart of Russian communication lines in the occupied parts 
of the Kharkiv region, which could become a spearhead 
directed at Izium in the Donbas area.

Overnight on September 7-8, Kyiv reportedly encircled 
Balakliya, which had a pre-war population of 27,000, and 
moved toward Kupyansk, a railroad hub situated along the 
highway leading toward Izium from Belgorod in Russia, 
which Moscow uses to resupply its troops in the area.

Overnight, Ukraine was also suspected of striking an 
electrical power station in the Russian city, partially cutting 
off power and water in the city, which is located 80 kilome-
ters from Kharkiv, Ukraine’s second most populous city.

The Washington-based Institute for the Study of War 
said that “Ukrainian forces likely used a tactical surprise to 

advance at least 20 kilometers into Russian-held territory 
in eastern Kharkiv Oblast on September 7, recapturing 
approximately 400 km2 [square kilometers] of ground 
[by] skillfully exploiting Russia’s deployment of forces 
away from the Izium-Kharkiv area [to the southern front] 
to retake territory and threaten Russian ground lines of 
communication in the area, prompting demoralized 
responses from Russian milbloggers [military bloggers].”

Amid operational silence, The Ukrainian Weekly viewed 
alleged videos of Ukrainian forces also liberating the 
Donetsk regional town of Sviatohirsk and retaking villages 
near Lysychansk in the Luhansk region.

Long road ahead

However, the unprovoked Russian war most likely will 
“extend into 2023,” Valeriy Zaluzhnyi said in a co-authored 
column with Lt. Gen. Mykhailo Zabrodskyi in the state-run 
news agency Ukrinform.

“Russia’s fundamental advantage lies in its sense of 
impunity, i.e. the ability to conduct long-range missile 
strikes all over Ukraine (for up to 2,000 kilometers) with-
out fearing retaliatory strikes deep into its territory due to 
the maximum range of weapons Ukraine currently pos-
sesses being limited to 100 kilometers and those being out-
dated,” he wrote.

For Ukraine to withstand the onslaught and win the war, 
he said Kyiv needs “further Western assistance to substan-
tially enhance Ukraine’s deep-strike capabilities.”

Fearing that Russia won’t cease in its overall aim to take 
over Ukraine, Mr. Zaluzhnyi said that, if “the current dispro-
portion in long-range capabilities remains, the risk of pro-
tracted hostilities with Russia will persist even if Ukraine 
succeeds in retaking Crimea and liberating the rest of its 
territory.”

Russia still occupies about 20 percent of Ukraine’s terri-
tory in a war it started in 2014, the largest in scale on the 
European continent since World War II.

More weapons

Meanwhile, the U.S. announced a fresh round of weap-
ons assistance worth $675 million after Defense Secretary 
Lloyd Austin met with Western military heads at the 
Ramstein air base in Germany on September 8.

“It comes on top of more than $11bn provided since just 
before Russian President Vladimir Putin launched his 
renewed invasion of the country in February,” the 
Associated Press reported.

On the same day, U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken 
visited Ukraine and met with Mr. Zelenskyy and with chil-
dren who were evacuated from occupied Kherson in the 
south.

AP said he announced an additional $2 billion in long-
term military assistance for Ukraine “and 18 neighboring 
countries that are at risk of attack by Russia.”

Nuclear leakage threat

Two United Nations specialists are permanently sta-
tioned on a rotating basis at Europe’s largest nuclear 
power plant occupied by Russia in Enerhodar in the 
Zaporizhia region of Ukraine.

The global security body’s nuclear watchdog, the 
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), said the situa-
tion there is “untenable.”

In a second report prior to its final report, the IAEA said 
this week that there is “an urgent need for interim mea-
sures” to prevent a nuclear disaster.

Russian forces have occupied the plant, which has the 
capacity of producing 5.7 gigawatts of power from six reac-
tors, since March.

Ukraine has called for a 10-kilomter perimeter to be 
established around the plant in which no military equip-
ment would be allowed. Kyiv accused Russia of stationing 
lethal hardware at the site while shelling it in “false flag” 
actions meant to accuse Ukraine of inflaming the danger-
ous situation there. Moscow, in turn, has accused Ukraine 
of shelling the plant.

The agency’s head, Rafael Mariano Grossi, said after vis-
iting the site with a delegation this week – though without 
British and U.S. members, as per Russian preconditions – 
that “the establishment of a Nuclear Safety and Security 
Protection Zone at the Zaporizhia Nuclear Power Plant 
(NPP) in Ukraine is urgently needed.” 

Ukraine currently has 15 active nuclear reactors that 
generate about 40 percent of the country’s electricity.

Kyiv has demanded to retain full control of the plant but 
Russia has refused to relinquish command.

Ukraine’s head of the state-run Ener hoatom agency has 
also accused Russia of torturing and killing some of the 
facility’s staff at the nuclear power station and abducting 
200 of them, Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty reported.

“Some 11,000 people worked at the Zaporizhia plant 
before it fell under Russian control in the early weeks after 
Moscow launched its unprovoked invasion of Ukraine in 
late February,” RFE/RL said.

(Continued from page 1)

Ukraine catches...

A Ukrainian soldier fires a rocket propelled grenade from a trench in the war zone of Ukraine on September 5.

General Staff of the Armed Forces of Ukraine

First of all, the television program attracted far more 
attention in Russia to Mr. Bugajski’s work than he could 
have achieved any other way. Now, far more Russians and 
non-Russians have heard about “Failed State” and its argu-
ments from this Soviet-style attack than would have had 
Moscow left it well enough alone.

Second, Russians and non-Russians have extensive 
experience of reading between the lines, deciphering what 
is actually important from what Moscow wants them to 
think. At the end of Soviet times, for example, Moscow 
released a film titled “The Man From Fifth Avenue” about a 
homeless man in New York walking past some of the most 

expensive stores in the world. The Kremlin clearly expect-
ed Russians to focus on the plight of the homeless man and 
to be angered by class distinctions in the United States. But 
as studies showed, Soviet citizens were struck not by the 
homeless man but by the remarkable display of wealth 
that they could never hope to achieve in the USSR.

Third, many who were familiar with Soviet attacks on 
“bourgeois falsifiers” went on to become leaders of the 
democratic and national movements that put an end to the 
Soviet Union. As with scholars who restored the histories 
of their peoples from Soviet distortions, so too many who 
are now living under Putin’s thumb are likely to draw sus-
tenance and encouragement from the very people his 
regime has placed in its crosshairs.

One differing characteristic of the Russian government’s 
current attacks that has distracted attention from the simi-

larities to the Soviet approach is that Moscow is now lump-
ing its assaults directed toward analysts on Russia with 
attacks on others. The list that Fred Starr and I are on also 
includes six U.S. senators from both the Republican and 
Democratic parties, numerous senior government officials, 
prominent businesspeople and popular actors Sean Penn 
and Ben Stiller. But precisely that pattern may mean that 
the Putin regime’s actions will in fact prove even more 
counterproductive than what the Soviets pioneered 
decades ago. As a result, Moscow’s approach will draw far 
greater attention to the work of these analysts than ever 
before. For that, too, we should be grateful.

The article above is reprinted from Eurasia Daily Monitor 
with permission from its publisher, the Jamestown 
Foundation, www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)
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On April 15, the SBU intercepted two 
calls from his phone.

The use of mobile phones in areas with 
nonsecure, Ukrainian-run cellular net-
works has repeatedly enabled the 
Ukrainian military to eavesdrop on Russian 
troops.

But Mr. Shmatov, if aware of this risk, 
apparently paid it no heed.

‘We were shooting at everything’

In a call to a man Schemes determined to 
be his father – among other ties, they share 
an address in Russia – Mr. Shmatov said his 
brigade attacked a village with missiles 
from Grad multiple-rocket launchers and 
machine-gun fire and used armored person-
nel carriers to surround it on three sides.

“We were shooting at everything – at 
houses, cars, everything. We … ripped apart 
all the houses with tanks and APCs,” the 
voice Schemes identified as Stanislav 
Shmatov’s said, using expletives frequently.

“We took two prisoners. Took away their 
AK-47, their rifle, their SVD [sniper rifle],” 
he said. “Cut off one of their ears.”

“What for?” his father, Aleksandr 
Shmatov, asked, according to the recording.

“He didn’t want to talk, so his ear was cut 
off,” came the reply.

The elder Mr. Shmatov said this sounds 
“tough,” but his son disagreed.

“It’s not like he got a bullet in the fore-
head or was quartered by an armored per-
sonnel carrier, so it’s still fine, mild,” the 
voice attributed to Stanislav Shmatov said.

The soldiers could have “cut off a finger 
or two,” he added with a laugh, or fired 100 
rounds and “made a colander” out of the 
victim.

A village ‘cleanup’

In the phone call with his father, Mr. 
Shmatov does not give his exact location, 
which he does not seem to know; he says 
only that it is a village in the Kharkiv region. 
But he does name landmarks: a railway 
that runs through the village, a river and a 
nearby forest.

According to the Ukrainian government, 
data records showed that telecommunica-
tions towers covering Borova, a Russia-
occupied village in the Kharkiv region, 
transmitted Mr. Shmatov’s conversation 
with his father.

The head of Borova’s village govern-

ment, Oleksandr Tertyshniy, who has left 
the area, said he is almost certain Mr. 
Shmatov was describing the nearby village 
of Pisky-Radkivski, 15 1/2 kilometers to 
the south, along the Oskil River and Oskil 
Reservoir.

Russian troops entered Pisky-Radkivski 
on April 15, according to Russian media 
reports.

Mr. Tertyshniy told Schemes that, in one 
building in Pisky-Radkivski, Russian sol-
diers “interrogated our people; especially 
those who were the members of the Anti-
Terrorist Operation,” referring to 
Ukrainians who have fought in the war 
against Russia-backed forces in the Donbas.

“They collected lists” of locals who have 
fought in the Donbas, Mr. Tertyshniy con-
tinued, referring to Russian occupying forc-
es in Pisky-Radkivski. “They behaved 
extremely cruelly.”

Intelligence sources who spoke on con-
dition of anonymity to protect their identi-
ties told Schemes that several Ukrainian 
servicemen were captured in the village 
when Russian forces occupied it in April. 
For security reasons, Schemes is not dis-
closing the servicemen’s names.

But what occurred in Pisky-Radkivski 
did not affect captives alone.

In his April 15 conversation with Ms. 
Zheleznikova, the apparent female relative, 
Mr. Shmatov described what he falsely 
termed the Russian “liberation” of the vil-
lage from “Nazis” actually entailed, and 
indicated that a commanding officer gave 
the order to destroy the village’s buildings.

“Your commander gave the order?” the 
voice identified as Ms. Zheleznikova’s 
asked.

“Well, yeah,” the voice attributed to Mr. 
Shmatov responded. “The battalion com-
mander, the brigade commander, the depu-
ty brigade commander. He says, ‘Take out 
all the f****** buildings, damn it, as soon as 
you see them. To f*** with all the build-
ings.’”

The Borova village head, Mr. Tertyshniy, 
said he has received reports that, after 
Russian forces occupied Pisky-Radkivski, 
residents lived in cellars “for a long time.” 
According to one account he relayed, civil-
ians stayed in a cellar for a week with the 
body of an elderly woman killed by 
machine-gun fire.

Schemes could not independently verify 
these reports, but satellite images of Pisky-
Radkivski from the U.S.-based company 
Planet Labs show the extent of the destruc-
tion.

Mr. Shmatov is recorded as saying his 

brigade attacked the village on three sides.
To the north of the village, along Sadova 

Street, which locals and other evidence 
indicates was the Russian military’s 
entrance route into Pisky-Radkivski on 
April 15, several completely destroyed 
buildings can be seen in satellite imagery.

Photographs shot by villagers and pro-
vided to Schemes further illustrate damage 
on the street.

At the opposite end of the village, satel-
lite imagery and video shot by locals show 
houses without roofs and other damaged 
buildings.

In the village center, Russian forces 
apparently fired on an agricultural ware-
house.

The local school on Tsentralna Street 
was also destroyed.

Satellite images also confirm the 
destruction of private residences further 
along Tsentralna.

As in other parts of Ukraine that have 
been occupied, there was also evidence of 
looting and the forcible expulsion of citi-
zens from their homes by Russian forces.

‘We’ve got guns.’

After one scouting trip, Mr. Shmatov’s 
fellow servicemen returned with sausage, 
mayonnaise and lard, he told his father.

“They went into a store?” Aleksandr 
Shmatov wondered.

“Of course not,” his son said. “They’ve 
been going after people. And why would 
they f*** with us? We’ve got guns.”

“Well, yeah,” his father said.
“We’ve got a f****** tank. Somebody 

wants to f*** with us, lose their house and 
live on the street, be my guest,” the younger 
Mr. Shmatov said.

“And you can do that, yeah?” the father 
asked.

“You’ve got to do that,” the son said.
Displaced residents and other 

Ukrainians routinely post requests for 
information about relatives in Pisky-
Radkivski whom they can no longer con-
tact. “Acquaintances hear terrible things,” 
one female user wrote.

The Russian Defense Ministry has 
denied previous reports that its soldiers 
have tortured and abused Ukrainian pris-
oners of war or mistreated Ukrainian civil-
ians in occupied areas, but has provided no 
information to support those denials.

Denials and a threat

On August 16, Schemes reached Mr. 
Shmatov by calling the mobile phone num-

ber he had used in Ukraine. Wounded and 
recovering in Russia, he claimed that he 
“had never seen a single prisoner” during 
his posting in the Kharkiv region. He side-
stepped personal responsibility for the vio-
lence described in the phone calls inter-
cepted by the SBU.

He claimed that when he described the 
assault on the Kharkiv region village, he 
had been recounting “what the guys did 
there” and “things the guys said.” Asked 
whether anyone’s ear was cut off, he said, 
“Honestly, my brigade and my guys them-
selves, the people who were there with me, 
no one did anything like that.”

When the Schemes reporter identified 
himself as a Ukrainian journalist, Mr. 
Shmatov ended the exchange with a threat: 
“I’ll come and shoot you in the f****** head 
if you call someone from my brigade or my 
guys one more time.”

Yet, despite his denials, Mr. Shmatov 
implicated fellow Russian military person-
nel in the killing of a Ukrainian man he 
described as a spotter held by Russian forc-
es during his first mission in Ukraine – 
apparently referring to the offensive in the 
north in the weeks following the February 
24 invasion.

With a little laugh, he told Schemes that 
“the guys” gave the prisoner a severe beat-
ing at a factory. “And then they shot him 
dead,” he said.

Nonetheless, he denied that the soldiers 
had committed a war crime, saying: “We 
didn’t do that stuff,” he said.

At first, Mr. Shmatov did not directly 
answer when asked whether his brigade 
commander had given orders for the sol-
diers to terrorize civilians.

“I was kind of there on my own wave-
length, so to speak,” he said. “I didn’t give a 
damn about anyone at all.”

Later in the call, however, he was asked 
about what he had told Ms. Zheleznikova 
was an order to destroy buildings and “put 
everyone down.”

“Well, yeah, we had this order,” he told 
Schemes.

(Written by Elizabeth Owen based on 
reporting by Valeria Yehoshyna. Heorhiy 
Shabayev contributed to this report.)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-russian-
atrocities-shmatov-kharkiv--schemes/ 
32021534.html).
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cials and policymakers.
The one most likely to eventually be 

adopted is the suggestion that a price ceil-
ing be put on the electricity generated by 
non-gas producers, or so-called “infra-mar-
ginal producers,” such as renewables, 
nuclear and even coal. This, for example, 
could be implemented by introducing a tax 
on the extra profit those producers are 
making and then use the funds generated 
to support households and industries 
under financial stress.

These infra-marginal producers have 
been making huge profits recently due to 
the specific way that the E.U.-wide energy 
market functions. The price on the market 
is set by the most expensive energy source, 
which these days is natural gas. So even if 
production costs for solar or wind are 
much cheaper than gas, the electricity price 
will be the same – i.e. sky-high. The German 
government recently spoke in favor of this 
approach, and while it is expected to offer 
some relief to the most hard-hit consumers, 

few officials believe it is a silver bullet.
Then there is the “Iberian model,” so-

called because it is being used in Portugal 
and Spain. Those countries have relatively 
few energy connections with the rest of 
Europe, making them something of an 
“energy island.”

The model consists of a subsidized cap 
on gas prices, essentially a decoupling of 
gas and electricity prices. The pair will 
probably continue to enjoy this exemption, 
but the Iberian model is unlikely to be 
adopted wholesale by the E.U. due to the 
enormous cost that such a subsidy would 
entail and the fact that it would encourage a 
higher consumption of gas – a commodity 
that is increasingly scarce and whose 
dependency the bloc wants to rid itself of.

What about more nuclear and coal?

Both energy sources are likely to be used 
more and, while they are likely to help, at 
least in some countries, they are no pana-
cea for the current crisis. Germany has 
already announced that it will delay its 
phaseout of its nuclear plants and has 
restarted some of its coal-fired power sta-
tions. France soon hopes to have more of its 

nuclear plants online, with over half of its 
56 reactors currently shut down due to 
maintenance work.

Other countries, notably in Central and 
Eastern Europe, are also trying to speed up 
the construction of new nuclear plants. 
Coal will also experience something of an 
unlikely renaissance, one that Brussels 
hopes is temporary as it still wants to cut 
its greenhouse gas emissions by 55 percent 
by 2030 and reach climate neutrality by 
2050.

Will people be asked to turn down 
heat?

While much of the focus has been on 
energy supplies, many officials and experts 
believe that the real solution lies in lower-
ing the demand for energy over the winter.

The European Commission will propose 
a mandatory target for reducing electricity 
use at peak hours in all 27 E.U. member 
states. Expect more headlines about cities 
switching off the lights on historic buildings 
overnight, like Berlin recently did, or com-
panies making office workers bring an 
extra sweater to cope with lower daily tem-
peratures.

There will also be E.U. and government 
initiatives to cajole people into turning 
down the thermostat and take shorter 
showers. Such measures aren’t likely to 
solve the problem, but many believe it is a 
step in the right direction.

Is this a new normal?

E.U. officials say that this winter will be 
harsh, but the bloc will be better equipped 
to cope in the future.

Firstly, E.U. countries are expecting more 
liquefied natural gas (LNG) and pipeline gas 
from the United States, Azerbaijan, Algeria 
and Norway in the future.

Secondly, more gas interconnectors, 
which connect countries’ gas networks, 
more LNG terminals and possibly even 
more pipelines should be in place in Europe 
next winter.

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/european-union-
winter-energy-crisis-russia-ukraine-
war/32024249.html).

(Continued from page 4)
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Ukraine wins 74 medals at Warrior Games
by Ihor N. Stelmach

Team Ukraine won 35 gold medals and 74 total medals 
at the 2022 Warrior Games, hosted by the U.S. Army, which 
took place at the ESPN Wide World of Sports Complex at 
Walt Disney World Resort in Orlando, Fla., on August 
19-28. The team of 33 Ukrainian athletes won seven med-
als in cycling, 17 in field sports, six in powerlifting, 21 in 
shooting, 17 in swimming, five in archery and the silver 
medal in team sitting volleyball. Ukrainian men won 68 
medals, while Ukrainian women won six medals.

Ukraine’s 74 total medals ranked them fifth out of the 
seven competing military branches and Canada. Ukraine’s 
35 gold medals placed them fourth out of seven. Air Force 
(121 total, 61 gold) finished first, followed by Army (116 
total), Navy (104) and the Marine Corps (80). First in gold 
medal victories was Air Force (60), followed by Navy (42) 
and the U.S. Marine Corps (39).

Ukraine’s most outstanding Warrior was Viktor 
Lehkodukh who won seven total medals including four 
golds. Lehkodukh medaled in four sports: cycling, field 
sports, rowing and shooting. His gold medals were in dis-
cus, shot put and rowing sprint. Oleksandr Dudariev won 
six total medals as did Oleksii Bobchynets.

Yuliia Paievska (two gold medals in swimming) and Maiia 
Moskvych (three golds, two in archery, plus one in shooting) 
accounted for all six medal wins by Ukrainian women.

Multi-gold medal winners on Team Ukraine, with each 
athlete winning two gold medals, included: Rodion 
Sitdikov (discus/shot put), Ihor Halushka (rowing), Serhii 
Naumov (rowing/powerlifting), Vladyslav Shatilo (rowing/
powerlifting), Oleksandr Hawrylenko (powerlifting/shoot-
ing), Dmytro Chabanenko (shooting), Artem Lukashuk 
(shooting), Andrii Badaruk (swimming), Vasyl Stuzhenko 
(swimming), Bohdan Oksentiuk (swimming) and Serhii 
Kalytiuk (shooting/archery).

Army’s team led the way with 59 athletes, Air Force had 
45 competitors, Navy and Special Operations Command 

each fielded teams of 40, the Marine Corps had 38 and 
Canada had only six athletes. Including Ukraine’s 33 ath-
letes, there were 261 total competitors dueling for medals 
in some 287 sporting events.

Games bring hope

Before heading back to their war-torn country after 
compteting at the 2022 Warrior Games, Ukrainian service 
members won second place in the sitting volleyball finals 
against the Air Force on August 28. It was a bittersweet 
moment because the closing ceremony signaled the end of 
this year’s competition, which brought some light in a time 
of darkness.

For Ukrainian athletes, the competition meant more 
than simply going for gold. The 33 athletes spent the week 
proudly representing their team and their nation.

“It was a wonderful feeling and exciting,” Maksym 
Yermokhin said in an August 29 interview with Orlando’s 
NBC 2 WESH. “It was like playing with our brothers and it 
was more of playing for fun rather than the medal.”

Yermokhin lost one of his legs while defending his 
homeland in a 2018 military mission. Through his recovery 
process, he found new meaning in life through his love of 
sports. When his team won the silver medal in sitting vol-
leyball, they were playing against the very team that first 
sparked his interest.

“It was very symbolic and very meaningful that the 
finals were with the Air Force team because everything 
began when the Air Force team came to Ukraine,” 
Yermokhin said. “So, it was an honor actually playing 
against them in the final for the gold medal.”

Yermokhin and his team spent years preparing to com-
pete in the Warrior Games, even overcoming the hesitation 
that arrived after Russia invaded Ukraine. In late February, 
the war became everyone’s main focus, and it became a 
question of living and surviving into late August when the 
games would begin.

By competing in the Warrior Games, the Ukrainian team 

helped shine a light on their home country. The Ukrainian 
athletes were honored to represent Ukraine and to discuss 
events taking place in their homeland, their personal sto-
ries and their journey.

Their hope was that one day a chapter of that journey 
would help honor hundreds of warrior athletes in Ukraine 
currently continuing to fight for freedom.

The Department of Defense Warrior Games is an annual 
event, first held in 2010, that celebrates the resiliency and 
dedication of wounded, ill and injured active duty and vet-
eran U.S. military service members.

Hundreds of elite athletes, including those from interna-
tional allied nations, compete in adaptive sporting events, 
such as cycling, indoor rowing, athletics, shooting and 
swimming, among others. The Warrior Games serve as a 
way to enhance the recovery and rehabilitation of wound-
ed warriors by providing them exposure to adaptive sports.

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@sfgsports.com.

Ukraine’s Marta Kostyuk and Belarus’s 
Victoria Azarenka were set for a politically-
charged U.S. Open grudge match after 
advancing to a second round showdown on 
August 30. The backdrop to the round-
of-64 matchup was the simmering tension 
between players as a result of Russia’s war 
on Ukraine.

One week prior, Azarenka was axed from 
an exhibition event a day before the U.S. 
Open’s fundraiser to benefit Ukraine which 

coincided with Ukraine’s Independence 
Day celebrations.

Kostyuk was one of several Ukrainian 
players to speak out about Azarenka’s par-
ticipation in the Play for Peace exhibition. 
Organizers subsequently dropped Azaren-
ka from the event. Belarus is a close ally of 
Russia and has allowed Moscow to use its 
territory to launch attacks on Ukraine. 
Kostyuk turned down the chance to play in 
the charity event in protest of Azarenka’s 
presence.

Azarenka defeats Kostyuk

Some described it as chilly while others 
went a bit further calling it a “Cold War” 
ending to a tennis match at the U.S. Open 
on Court 17 on September 1 where 
Azarenka defeated Kostyuk in straight sets, 
6-2, 6-3.

As the second round match concluded, 
Kostyuk approached the net and only 
offered her racket to the celebrating 
Azarenka. The Belarusian obliged with a 
quick tap of her own racket before the pair 
shook hands with the chair umpire.

Kostyuk had told Azarenka via text 
before the match that she intended to 
decline the traditional post-match hand-
shake given Belarus’ role in Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine.

“It was my choice – I don’t feel like I 
don’t know any single person who con-
demned the war publicly, and the actions of 
their government, so I don’t feel like I can 
support this,” 20-year-old Kostyuk told 
ESPN. “Don’t get me wrong, she’s a great 
competitor. But it has nothing to do with 
her being a human being,” she added.

Kostyuk is one of several Ukrainian play-
ers who have called on Russian and 
Belarusian athletes to denounce Russia’s 
decision to invade her country if they want 
to compete in international competitions.

“I wasn’t surprised. I don’t believe that 
making a big deal out of it is important,” 
Azarenka told reporters about the hand-
shake, adding that it also happened when 
she faced Ukraine’s Dayana Yastremska in 
Washington in July.

“I always shake hands with my oppo-
nents. … It is what it is. I just move on. I can-
not force anybody to shake my hand. It’s 
their decision. How did it make me feel? It’s 
not the most important thing in the world 
right now.”

Azarenka said she is “open any time to 
listen, to try to understand, to sympathize” 
with Ukrainian players. “I believe that 
empathy in the moment like this is really 
important, which has again been my clear 
message in the beginning,” she continued. 
“I’m going to stand by that, because what’s 
happening in the world is very difficult 
right now, but we shouldn’t forget that we 
are all human and we should treat each 
other that way.”

Kostyuk is a Kyiv native who has family 
and friends in Ukraine, which is in its sev-
enth month of trying to push back Russian 
forces from their land. Kostyuk has also 
voiced her opinion that Azarenka has not 
effectively used her voice on the Women’s 
Tennis Association (WTA) players’ council 
to adequately condemn the war with Russia.

Emotional win for Snigur

Daria Snigur raised her arms in celebra-

tion then lowered them to place them on 
the blue-and-yellow ribbon on her chest. 
The huge upset first-round victory – her 
first on the WTA Tour – was for her native 
Ukraine.

In what was the first huge upset of the 
2022 U.S. Open, Snigur knocked off No.7 
seed Simona Halep of Romania 6-2, 0-6, 6-4 
on the first day of play. The win came mere-
ly days after taking part in an exhibition to 
raise money for Ukraine as it fights a war 
against invading Russia. Snigur fought 

Marta Kostyuk, seen at the 2022 French 
Open, discussed the role that Belarus 
and its athletes play in Russia’s war 

against Ukraine.

Wikipedia

Kostyuk snubs Azarenko following loss at U.S. Open

(Continued on page 18)

Viktor Lehkodukh, who won the most medals for 
Ukraine at the 2022 Warrior Games, shows off his seven 

medals (four gold) won during the competition.

Facebook.com/ViktorLehkodukh

Daria Snigur, seen at the 2022 French 
Open, scored her first Women’s Tennis 
Association tour win against Simona 
Halep of Romania at the 2022 U.S. Open, 
held on August 29 through September 11.

Wikipedia
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Cale Makar’s trophy case is running out 
of space. Colorado’s premier defenseman 
became the franchise’s third Conn Smythe 
Trophy winner – joining Joe Sakic (1996) 
and Patrick Roy (2001) – after his Avalan-
che defeated the Tampa Bay Lightning 2-1 
in Game 6 of the National Hockey League’s 
(NHL) Stanley Cup Playoffs on June 26. The 
young Ukrainian (on his father’s side) 
received all 18 first-place votes, totaling 90 
points in the voting, 33 points better than 
teammate Nathan MacKinnon.

When asked postgame what other 
teams in the league might look to to dupli-
cate Colorado’s championship run, team 
captain Gabriel Landeskog simply 
answered, “Find a Cale Makar somewhere.”

Earlier this postseason, the 23-year-old 
won the James Norris Memorial Trophy, 
awarded to the league’s top defenseman. 
He is the first player in franchise history to 
win the award.

Unlike other sports which award MVP 
honors for just the final series, the NHL’s 
Conn Smythe Trophy is given to the top 
performer over the entire postseason. 
Following his 86 point (28 goal) regular 
season production, Makar recorded eight 
goals and 21 assists for 29 points in 20 
playoff games. He enjoyed a five-point per-
formance versus the Edmonton Oilers in 
the conference final and tallied a pair of 
goals in Colorado’s dominant win over the 
Lightning in Game 2 of the Final.

Makar was Colorado’s first-round pick 
(fourth overall) in the 2017 NHL Entry 
Draft after a standout career with the 
Brooks Bandits of the Alberta Junior 
Hockey League. He played two seasons at 
the University of Massachusetts, winning 
the prestigious Hobey Baker Award in 

2019 (the most outstanding player in col-
lege hockey). He made an immediate 
impact with the Avalanche in his rookie 
season, winning the league’s Calder 
Memorial Trophy in 2020. In the recently 
completed 2021-2022 NHL season, Makar 
finished eighth in Hart Trophy voting 
(league MVP).

Base on his first three years in the NHL, 
and with his club looking like contenders 
for the foreseeable future, it may be wise 
for Makar to invest in a larger trophy case. 
His first Norris Trophy will undoubtedly 
not be his last. He should also not be ruled 
out for a future Lady Byng Trophy, awarded 
to the league’s most gentlemanly player.

Makar became just the third defense-
man to win the Conn Smythe and Norris in 
the same season, joining Bobby Orr (1970, 
1972) and Nicklas Lidstrom (2002).

It was a superior final from Makar who 
excelled in all on-ice situations, scoring 
three goals and four assists for seven 
points in six games. He showed remarkable 
patience when exiting his own zone, quar-
terbacked a lethal Avalanche power play 
and demonstrated strong defensive play in 
his own zone. His improvisational ability at 
the offensive blue line is second to none. He 
can shoot through traffic and can enter the 
zone at a gear on a par with speedsters 
Nathan MacKinnon and Connor McDavid.

Makar’s 21 assists in this year’s Stanley 
Cup playoffs earned him sole possession of 
fourth place for most helpers in a playoff 
year by an NHL defenseman, behind Paul 
Coffey (25 in 1985), Al MacInnis (24 in 
1989) and Brian Leetch (23 in 1994).

Makar’s 60 career points in 55 postsea-
son games gives him a per-game average of 
1.09 – second-highest all-time among 
defensemen behind only Hall of Famer 
Bobby Orr (1.24). Makar is the third-fastest 
blueliner in NHL history to reach the 
60-point mark, trailing only Orr and 
Leetch, who reached it in 46 and 49 games, 
respectively.

Free agent frenzy for Ukrainians

Five Ukrainians signed new contracts on 
the first day of NHL free agency on July 13. 
Four of them will be relocating to new cit-
ies with Brett Kulak remaining in 
Edmonton, Curtis Lazar moving from 
Boston to Vancouver, Mark Pysyk from 
Buffalo across the lake to Detroit, Wyatt 
Kalynuk joining Lazar in Vancouver and 
goaltender Zach Sawchenko getting a new 
start in Carolina.

Kulak gets $11M deal

The Edmonton Oilers resigned 
Ukrainian defenseman Brett Kulak to a 
four-year contract with an average annual 
value of $2.75 million. The 28-year-old 

joined the Oilers in a trade deadline deal 
this year and proved to be a near-perfect fit 
in their lineup. He played in 18 games with 
the team, scoring two goals with eight 
points, proving to be a huge help in stabiliz-
ing the club’s back-end. He partnered with 
Tyson Barrie most of the time and helped 
Barrie develop his game. Bringing Kulak 
back was crucial for the team with veteran 
Duncan Keith retiring. Edmonton allowed 
Kulak to test the open market, but he chose 
to rejoin the Oilers. His previous contract 
paid him $1.85 million annually. He was a 
solid plus-7 in 16 playoff games with five 
assists.

Lazar inks deal with Canucks

Curtis Lazar, a British Columbia native, 
is headed home. The Vancouver Canucks 
signed the Ukrainian to a three-year, $1 
million average annual value contract on 
July 13. A childhood fan of the Canucks, the 
ex-Bruin received a bit of a raise from his 
previous $800,000 contract. The 6-foot, 
205-pound forward produced eight goals 
and eight assists for the Bruins in 2021-
2022. His forte is bringing grit and energy 
to the third or fourth line and a strong abil-
ity to kill penalties. Originally drafted by 
Ottawa as the 17th overall pick in 2013, it 
has taken Lazar a while to establish himself 
in the NHL.

Pysyk signs with Detroit

A reunion back in Buffalo lasted only 
one year, but he proved to be a valuable 
veteran leader on the ice and in the dress-
ing room for the befuddled Sabres. Detroit 
signed the defenseman for a mere 
$850,000 with the hope that he can do the 
same for the young, quickly rebuilding Red 
Wings. The Ukrainian is a veteran of 10 
NHL campaigns, playing in 531 games with 
104 points and 162 penalty minutes 

between Buffalo, Florida and Dallas. Mark 
Pysyk was Buffalo’s first-round pick (23rd 
overall) in the 2010 NHL draft. He will be 
out 4-6 months after undergoing surgery 
to repair a tear in his Achilles tendon.

Vancouver gives Kalynyuk two-way 
contract

Twenty-five-year-old defenseman Wyatt 
Kalynuk was impressive during a call-up to 
Chicago in 2020-2021. The Vancouver 
Canucks are hoping that the young 
Ukrainian can duplicate the abilities he 
demonstrated in his 21-game showing 
with the Blackhawks two seasons ago 
when he looked solid with five goals and 
nine points. An ankle injury at the begin-
ning of 2020-2021 set him back, and he 
ended up spending most of the season in 
the American Hockey League (AHL) where 
he posted 7G-20A-27PTS in 52 contests 
with Rockford. Kalynuk got a one-year, 
two-way deal which pays him $750,000 if 
he plays in the NHL and $325,000 if he’s 
back in the AHL.

Sawchenko gets deal with 
Hurricanes

Carolina bolstered their goalie pipeline 
with the signing of Ukrainian netminder 
Zach Sawchenko on July 13. He received a 
one-year, two-way contract that pays 
$750,000 at the NHL level and $85,000 at 
the AHL level. The youngster has seven 
NHL games of experience and will be guar-
anteed at least $110,000 in earnings next 
season. It is expected that he will spend the 
year in Chicago (AHL) with the Wolves. In 
his seven appearances with the NHL’s San 
Jose Sharks last season, he compiled a 3.35 
GAA and .901 save percentage. Ahead of 
Sawchenko on the Canes’ goalie depth 
chart are Antti Raanta, Frederik Anderson 
and Pyotr Kochetkov.

Goaltender Zach Sawchenko signed a 
oneyear, twoway deal with the Carolina 

Hurricanes.

Hockeydb.com

Edmonton Oilers defenseman Brett 
Kulak was resigned to a fouryear, $11 

million deal.

Hockeydb.com

Defenseman Mark Pysyk signed a one
year contract with the Detroit Red Wings 

for the 20222023 season.

Hockeydb.com

Makar top NHL defenseman and playoff MVP

through tears as she attempted to explain 
what her victory meant to her family and 
her home.

“No comment, I think, because it’s 
impossible for me now,” Snigur said in her 
post-match media briefing.

The 20-year-old was making her first 
appearance in the main draw of a Grand 
Slam after making it through qualifying 
rounds the prior week.

On August 24, she joined tennis super-

stars Rafael Nadal, Coco Gauff, John 
McEnroe, Iga Swiatek and 2021 U.S. Open 
runner-up Leylah Fernandez in the “Tennis 
Plays for Peace Exhibition,” an event orga-
nized by the U.S. Tennis Association that 
raised $1.2 million. The exhibition, which 
took place in Louis Armstrong Stadium, 
may have calmed Snigur’s nerves for her 
return to the court on the first day of sin-
gles competition.

Snigur won the Wimbledon girls singles 
title in 2019, but failed in her first eight 
tries to qualify for the main draw of a 
Grand Slam tournament before finally 
breaking through. She was 0-2 on tour and 

was facing a top-20 opponent for the first 
time. In Halep, she drew one of the hottest 
players in women’s tennis. The two-time 
Grand Slam champion won 19 of her previ-
ous 22 matches and recently returned to 
the top 10.

After Halep won the second set, Snigur 
responded well, racing off to a 5-1 lead in 
the third set. Halep fought off several 
match points in taking the next three 
games before Snigur finally closed it out 
when Halep sailed a backhand long.

Snigur dropped her racket and covered 
her face as she fought back tears of joy. She 
was off to savor a stunning upset victory.

“I want to say thanks to all the fans who 
watched our match today,” she said.

Elina Svitolina’s run to the 2019 semifi-
nal round is the best performance by a 
Ukrainian in the U.S. Open. One of five 
Ukrainians in this year’s draw, Snigur faced 
Rebecca Marino in the round of 64 and was 
defeated by the Canadian 3-6, 6-7.

Ukrainians Lesia Tsurenko and Dayana 
Yastremska were eliminated in first round 
action. Anhelina Kalinina went out in the 
round-of-64.

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@
sfgsports.com.

(Continued from page 17)
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Through Diorama exhibit, “Ukrainian Folktales and Traditions for
October 9 Children” by Luba and Andrij Chornodolsky, Ukrainian
Chicago National Museum, www.ukrainiannationalmuseum.org

September 16 Book launch, “Ukrainian American Poets Respond” by Poets
New York of Queens and Yara Arts Group, Ukrainian Institute
 of America, www.ukrainianinstitute.org or 212-288-8660

September 16-18 19th annual Washington Ukrainian Festival, St. Andrew
Silver Spring, MD Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral, www.ukrainfestdc.com

September 17-18 Ukrainian Food and Culture Festival, St. Michael the
Jenkintown, PA  Archangel Ukrainian Catholic Church, 215-576-5827

September 23 Concert, featuring Oksana Bilozir, Ukrainian Educational
Jenkintown, PA  and Cultural Center, www.ueccphila.org

September 24 Presentation, “The Ukrainian Experience in 1942 – An
New York Eightieth Year Retrospective,” Ukrainian Historical
 Encounter Series, Ukrainian Institute of America, 
 www.ukrainianinstitute.org or 212-288-8660

September 24 Potato bake and pig roast, Ukrainian Homestead,
Lehighton, PA  www.ukrhomestead.com or oseliaodwu@gmail.com

September 25 Exhibition soccer match to benefit Ukraine, “Legends for
Philadelphia Peace,” Subaru Park Stadium, www.legendsforpeace.org

September 25 Presentation by Lubomyr Luciuk, “The Other War Against
Jenkintown, PA  Ukraine and Ukrainians: The Crippling Legacy of 
 Soviet-era Disinformation in North America,” 
 Shevchenko Scientific Society, Ukrainian Educational
 and Cultural Center, www.ueccphila.org

October 13-15 Convention, Ukrainian American Veterans, Ukrainian
Jenkintown, PA Educational and Cultural Center, ezetick@gmail.com

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.
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Coffee4Ukraine

[The West] will run to Siberia for firewood, 
as Putin said at some point; they don’t even 
have nuclear power plants [in the West] 
anymore.

RFE/RL: Russia has never recognized 
the violence in its own history, written in its 
genetic code: internal colonialism, the colo-
nization of a vast territory of countless peas-
ants, violence against the Caucasus, and 
then the terrors of the 20th century, such as 
revolutionary terror, the Great Terror of the 
1930s, then Czechoslovakia, Afghanistan, 
Chechnya. These things aren’t spoken of, but 
they have all led to the current war.

Mr. Etkind: This is the tip of the iceberg 
– perhaps a part that’s completely under-
water. But there’s another part of the ice-
berg, much more visible from the surface: 
the Putin regime’s general rejection of 
modernity. At the moment, I’m writing a 
book called “Russia Against Modernity.”

Humanity has pressing problems that 
we all know by heart, namely global warm-
ing, pandemics, decarbonization; in gener-
al, the transition of civilization to complete-
ly different grounds. For Russia, as it has 
evolved over the past 30 years of post-Sovi-
et rule, this global modernity is a threat. 
Russia’s development has gone in the other 
direction. Russia’s statements about cli-
mate change, the environment, sustainable 
development are all just empty words. …

But at some point, it turned out that the 
people making these policies in Russia real-
ized that this is serious. It was a shock. All 
of this is connected: deep unprocessed 
traumas and catastrophes, a pathological 
fetishism and a resistance to modernity.

RFE/RL: Another book of yours is called 
“The Nature of Evil: A Cultural History of 
Natural Resources.” Russia is a textbook 
example of a country with natural resources, 
relying from its inception on their export: 
wood, furs, fish, wheat, hydrocarbons. Is 
what’s happening now in part Russia’s belat-
ed hysterical reaction to the global energy 
transition, realizing that the age of oil is com-
ing to an end, and trying to force Russian 
hydrocarbons back onto consumers?

Mr. Etkind: This plays a part in many 
factors. A global event is a war, and such an 
event has many historical reasons. It start-
ed with denial of the climate catastrophe, 
the energy transition. That denial was the 
first phase. The second phase was decep-
tion: Let them start introducing all sorts of 
carbon taxes and complex recalculation 
schemes in the Kyoto agreement, for exam-
ple, and Russia will benefit.

Russia has a lot of forests, and even 
more swamps, and so it needed to impose a 
method of calculation in which, on the one 
hand, [it] can export energy that will be 
used elsewhere. The taxes on emissions 
will be paid by the countries that burn up 
all this oil, while Russia has deindustrializa-
tion and burns less and less, produces less 
and less electricity, and has fewer and 
fewer emissions. Russia then gets paid 
once for its oil and then again, a second 
time, for having so few emissions.

This took a few years. Former President 

Dmitry Medvedev was passionate about 
these calculations and prospects. There’s 
the stage of denial, the stage of deceit and 
the stage of forcible imposition of the for-
mer energy and financial order – because 
energy and finance in the modern world 
are, unfortunately, one and the same.

RFE/RL: Can Russia cease to rely on the 
export of natural resources, or would 
Russia as we know it cease to exist?

Mr. Etkind: Yes and yes. It would be a 
completely different Russia. Here’s how 
modern Russia works: All these riches 
come from western Siberia. Two districts in 
particular – Yamalo-Nenets and Khanty-
Mansiysk – produce all of the national 
wealth. It goes through pipes and is bought 
by countries in Western Europe. Large 
amounts of money flow back to Moscow. 
Moscow redistributes it; X amount goes to 
Chechnya, X amount to Tyva, X amount 
remains in Moscow. And the leftovers infor-
mally go to the so-called elite.

But what if no one’s buying? Moscow 
will no longer be able to give Chechnya, 
Tuva, Komi or Voronezh everything they 
used to receive. There’s an idea of Russians 
as being very modest. They can live in pov-
erty. They will endure all this. It was like 
this under Stalin and Khrushchev, and even 
Brezhnev, but that time is long gone.

During the past prosperous years, 
Russians have become accustomed to a cer-
tain prosperity. Yes, this wealth pales in 
comparison to that of the Dutch or even 
Latvians; however, I think when Moscow 
runs out of funds for redistribution, all 
these interesting places, countries and 
republics will begin to live their own lives. 
Chechnya will have to figure out how it can 
earn money for itself, and Tyva and 
Voronezh will, too.

Until it launched the war in Ukraine, the 
Russian Federation was a respected, rich 
country with nuclear weapons and other 
things that are best avoided. On this basis, 
the regime could exist as is for a few more 
decades. But Putin made the decision to 
move this colossus, and now this iceberg is 
floating and melting along the way.

RFE/RL: What will future historians 
think about Putin’s motives for setting off 
this self-destructive bomb?

Mr. Etkind: Historians will write vol-
umes on this subject, and they’ll all contra-
dict each other. My take is simple: He was 
bored. This war was born of boredom. 
There are different ways to say it, that it 
came from dissatisfaction, ambition or the 
feeling that this would be his last chance to 
accomplish something important, heroic.

The prosperous years were boring years 
from his point of view. If I manage to write 
another book (say, a psychoanalysis of the 
Kremlin), then the idea of political bore-
dom will be a key theme.

(This interview, which has been edited 
and condensed for clarity, was conducted in 
Russian and translated by Petr Kubalek.)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted with 
the permission of Radio Free Europe/Radio 
Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, Washing-
ton DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see https://
www.rferl.org/a/putin-modern-russia-etkind-
interview-ukraine/32023956.html).

(Continued from page 5)

‘He was bored...’

Mr. Zelenskyy also announced that the 
National Security and Defense Council of 
Ukraine had passed sanctions against 606 
individuals who belong to the Security 
Council of Russia, the Council of the 
Federation of Russia and the State Duma.

“They are all responsible for this war, 
for the terror against our people. And 
none of them will escape responsibility – 
it’s only a matter of time,” Mr. Zelenskyy 
said.

The leader of Russia’s governing party, 
meanwhile, said that people in occupied 
regions of Ukraine are to vote on 
November 4 on whether they want to 
become part of Russia.

Andrei Turchak of President Vladimir 
Putin’s United Russia party said it would 
be “correct and symbolic” to hold votes on 
that date, Russia’s Day of National Unity, a 
public holiday in the country.

“We are sure that 80 percent of the 
population will come to the referendum,” 
the Moscow-appointed deputy head of the 
Kherson region, Kirill Stremousov, said 
according to the Russian news agency 
TASS.

Officials in Russia-occupied parts of 
Ukraine had previously suggested that the 
referendum be held on September 11 to 
coincide with local elections in Russia.

Mr. Stremousov said earlier this week 
that those plans had been postponed, cit-
ing “developments happening at the 
moment,” an apparent reference to 
Ukraine’s southern counteroffensive.

He was quoted by TASS on September 7 

as saying that he was in “solidarity” with 
Mr. Turchak and the region was preparing 
to hold a vote on November 4.

In a separate development on Septem-
ber 7, the United Nations Security Council 
heard testimony about the alleged remov-
al of children from Ukraine to Russia.

Ilze Brands Kehris, the assistant U.N. 
secretary general for human rights, told 
the Council that there had been “credible 
allegations” of such transfers.

“We are concerned that the Russian 
authorities have adopted a simplified pro-
cedure to grant Russian citizenship to chil-
dren without parental care, and that these 
children would be eligible for adoption by 
Russian families,” Ms. Brands Kehris said.

She added that Russian forces are also 
running a “filtration” operation in which 
Ukrainians in occupied territories are put 
through systematic security checks involv-
ing detailed interrogations about their 
political views and ties to the Ukrainian 
government or military.

Some Ukrainians have been tortured 
and sent to Russian penal colonies and 
other detention centers, she said.

“We are particularly concerned that 
women and girls are at risk of sexual 
abuse during ‘filtration’ procedures,” Ms. 
Brands Kehris said.

(With reporting by Reuters, AFP, and 
dpa)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-russia-
zelenskiy-kharkiv-referendum-chil-
dren/32023220.html).
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Zelenskyy confirms...
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