
Published by the Ukrainian National Association Inc., a fraternal non-profit association

$2.00Vol. XC No. 38         THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY       SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2022

 InsIde:
l  UOC-U.S.A. observes Ukrainian Independence Day – page 8
l  Performers at Sunflower Family Festival raise money for Ukraine – page 12
l  Pro surfing is in its infant stages in Ukraine – page 14

The Ukrainian Weekly

Lviv welcomes entrepreneurs who fled war  
as they open new businesses throughout city

by Roman Tymotsko

LVIV – When Russia launched its 
unprovoked and unjustified war on 
Ukraine, millions of citizens throughout 
the country fled their homes, leaving 
their previous lives behind. Some left 
careers and businesses they had spent 
their lives building as the Russian mili-
tary destroyed buildings and infrastruc-
ture throughout the country. Despite the 
challenges of operating a business in a 
war zone, many refugees have come to 
Lviv, which has become a major hub for 
entrepreneurs.

“During the first 100 days of the war, 
more than 5 million people passed 
through Lviv, of which more than 2 mil-
lion stayed in the city for a shorter or lon-
ger time. There are about 150,000 dis-
placed people in Lviv, many of whom 
have nowhere to return. They are natives 
of Mariupol, Kharkiv’s destroyed dis-
tricts, and cities currently under Russian 
occupation. We predict that at least 
50,000 of them will stay in Lviv forever,” 
the mayor of Lviv, Andriy Sadovyi, said 
on July 12.

A number of those people are entre-
preneurs who have been regarded as 
heroes because, while they have strug-
gled to maintain their businesses, they 
have also been vital in providing jobs for 
citizens and supporting Ukraine’s econo-
my, which has taken a massive hit as a 
result of the war.

“Indeed, many companies have moved 
their business to Lviv from other regions,” 
Mr. Sadovyi said during an interview with 
Polish media Nowa Europa Wschodnia. 
“Many of them have the courage to start 
everything here from scratch. Often their 
owners lost almost everything they had. 
We are trying to help such companies. 
For example, we are going to implement 
the idea of  building two municipal indus-
trial parks in Lviv.”

“I consider it very important that 
Ukraine remains economically indepen-
dent. The world gives us a lot of help for 
which, of course, we say a big thank you. 
But we should not forget that any domes-
tic production, from which taxes are paid 
locally and which provides jobs, is the 

RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service

European Commission chief Ursula von 
der Leyen traveled to Kyiv to discuss closer 
cooperation between Ukraine and the 
European Union.

“In Kyiv, for my 3rd visit since the start 
of Russia’s war. So much has changed. 
Ukraine is now an E.U. [European Union] 
candidate,” Ms. von der Leyen said on 

E.U.’s von der Leyen in Kyiv to discuss 
closer cooperation with Ukraine

(Continued on page 6)

by Mark Raczkiewycz

KYIV – Ukraine’s military continued to 
shatter Russian forces this week in what has 
been the biggest rout since Kremlin auto-
crat Vladimir Putin ordered a full-scale inva-
sion to take Kyiv on February 24. The light-
ening blitzkrieg has been widely viewed, 
both internationally and even among some 
groups in Russia, as a massive humiliation 
of Putin’s military on the world stage. 

After combined Ukrainian brigades and 
special forces pushed ahead earlier this 
month on three fronts, only about 6 per-
cent of the northeastern region of Kharkiv 
remained under Russian occupation, said 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy after a flag-
raising ceremony in the eponymous oblast 
town of Izium on September 14. 

The defense of the Kyiv region and coun-
teroffensive in Kharkiv Oblast was mar-
shalled by Lt. Gen. Oleksandr Sirsky who 
stood adjacent to the president during the 
flag raising ceremony. 

Deputy Defense Minister Hanna Malyar 

said that, since the beginning of the month, 
approximately 8,500 square kilometers 
(roughly 3,281 square miles) of territory 
had been liberated, mostly in the north-
eastern part of the country. At least 500 

Occupying Russian forces stunned, flee amid 
massive Ukrainian advances in the east

(Continued on page 5)

A soldier from the 25th Separate Air
borne Brigade (based in the Dnipro
petrovsk region) loads a mortar rocket 

on September 2 in Kharkiv Oblast. 

Courtesy of the 25th Separate Airborne Brigade

Prior to her visit to Kyiv on September 15, European Commission President Ursula 
von der Leyen (left) and Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy toured Kyiv dur

ing her visit in June.

Office of the President of Ukraine

RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelens-
kyy on September 14 traveled to Izium, one 
of the largest cities recently retaken from 
Russia in a lightning counteroffensive in the 
eastern part of the country.

The Ukrainian military in a statement on 
social media said Mr. Zelenskyy and mili-
tary officials “took part” in a ceremony rais-
ing the Ukrainian flag over the liberated 
city, which was key for Russia’s ambitions 
to capture the Donbas region.

Photos showed Mr. Zelenskyy greeting 
Ukrainian soldiers participating in the rap-
idly advancing counteroffensive.

Mr. Zelenskyy said in his nightly address 
on September 13 that Ukraine was in full 
control of more than 4,000 square kilome-
ters (roughly 1,545 square miles) of territo-
ry recaptured from Russian forces and sta-
bilizing another 4,000 square kilometers.

“Our blue-yellow flag is already flying in 
de-occupied Izium. And it will be so in 
every Ukrainian city and village,” Mr. 
Zelenskyy said on Telegram.

“We are moving only in one direction – 
forward and until victory,” he said in a post 
on social media after his visit.

The Ukrainian military has pushed 
Russian forces out of hundreds of cities and 
towns in the northeast of the country, and 
Mr. Zelenskyy said the stabilization of the 
liberated communities was under way.

The Ukrainian president also criticized 
Russia for missile strikes that hit a hydro-
electric facility in Kryvyi Rih, Mr. Zelens-
kyy’s hometown, which he said was an 
attempt to flood the city and leave its peo-
ple without water, electricity, heat and food.

Russian troops fired eight cruise mis-
siles at Kryvyi Rih, hitting the facility, said 
Kyrylo Tymoshenko, a senior aide to Mr. 
Zelenskyy. No civilians were injured, and 
the damage caused is being repaired, he 
said.

He said the rockets were aimed at criti-
cal facilities with the goal of creating an 
emergency situation and panic among the 
population.

Zelenskyy arrives in liberated Izium  
as Ukraine works to consolidate gains in east

(Continued on page 6)
(Continued on page 8)

Russia responds by striking  
critical civilian infrastructure, 
while Zelenskyy involved in car 

accident in Kyiv
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Scholz urges Putin to agree to cease-fire

German Chancellor Olaf Scholz has urged 
Russian President Vladimir Putin to find a 
diplomatic solution to the conflict in Ukraine 
based on a cease-fire and the complete with-
drawal of Russian troops, the chancellor’s 
office said on September 13 after the two 
leaders spoke by phone. Mr. Scholz also 
emphasized the need to ensure the safety of 
the Zaporizhia nuclear power plant in 
Ukraine and appealed to Putin to continue 
to fully implement the United Nations-
backed grain agreement, Mr. Scholz’s 
spokesman, Steffen Hebestreit, said. “The 
Federal Chancellor emphasized that any fur-
ther Russian annexation steps would not go 
unanswered and would not be recognized 
under any circumstances,” Mr. Hebestreit 
said a statement, adding that Mr. Scholz and 
Putin agreed to remain in contact. The 
90-minute call was the first between Mr. 
Scholz and Putin in weeks, according to the 
chancellor’s office. (RFE/RL, based on 
reporting by Reuters, AFP and dpa)

Kremlin spokesman says no mobilization

The Kremlin says there are no plans to 
announce a full or partial mobilization for 
Russia’s ongoing unprovoked invasion of 
Ukraine as Russian troops suffer losses and 
lose territory in the Kharkiv region to a 
counteroffensive. “At this point, no, there is 
no talk about it,” Kremlin spokesman 
Dmitry Peskov said on September 13, 
answering a journalist’s question about the 
possibility of a mobilization. Mr. Peskov 
also said that any criticism of Russian mili-
tary officials over Ukraine’s recent success-
es on the battlefield in Ukraine’s Kharkiv 
region could be made only “in accordance 
with the current legislation.” “But the divid-
ing line here is very thin. One should be 
very careful here [when criticizing Russian 
military leadership],” Mr. Peskov warned, in 
a thinly veiled reference to a law adopted in 
March, days after Russian launched its inva-
sion of Ukraine in late February, that crimi-
nalized any criticism of the invasion. One 
day earlier, Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy said Ukrainian armed forces had 
recaptured 6,000 square kilometers from 
Russia in a counteroffensive launched at 
the start of the month. One Moscow-
imposed official admitted that Russian forc-

es have been vastly outnumbered as the 
Ukrainian military pushes to the border 
with Russia. (RFE/RL, based on reports by 
TASS and Interfax)

Kuleba slams Germany over tanks, vehicles

Ukrainian Foreign Affairs Minister 
Dmytro Kuleba has slammed Germany for 
refusing to provide it with Leopard tanks 
and Marder infantry fighting vehicles it has 
asked for as Ukraine continues to try and 
push Russian forces out of territory they 
are occupying in the east and south of the 
country. “Disappointing signals from 
Germany while Ukraine needs Leopards 
and Marders now – to liberate people and 
save them from genocide. Not a single 
rational argument on why these weapons 
cannot be supplied, only abstract fears and 
excuses,” he said in an unusually blunt com-
ment on Twitter on September 13. “What is 
Berlin afraid of that Kyiv is not?” he added. 
Mr. Kuleba’s comments come a day after 
Berlin rejected Kyiv’s call for battle tanks at 
a time when some analysts say Ukraine is 
gaining an upper hand in its battle against 
occupying Russian forces and high-tech 
battle vehicles would give them even more 
momentum. German Defense Minister 
Christine Lambrecht said that no other 
countries were currently supplying such 
vehicles and Germany would not do so uni-
laterally. The German government has been 
criticized – sometimes even from within – 
for its reluctance to provide heavy weapon-
ry to Ukraine while other North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization (NATO) members 
have. But Ms. Lambrecht said on 
September 12 that Germany has a leading 
role in Europe and must ensure it can 
defend itself. “It’s not so simple just to say: 
I’ll just risk that we won’t be able to act, the 
defense of the country, by giving everything 
away. No, I won’t do that,” she said. “But we 
have other possibilities, from industry, with 
our partners.” (RFE/RL)

Pope warns against using religion to justify war

Pope Francis has warned religious lead-
ers from a variety of faiths that religion 
can’t be used to justify the “evil” of war, a 
thinly veiled criticism of Russia’s Orthodox 
Church, which has supported President 

(Continued on page 10)
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by Pavel K. Baev
Eurasia Daily Monitor

In early September, Russian President 
Vladimir Putin spelled out his intention to 
punish Europe for resisting Russia’s assault 
on the world order and supporting Ukraine 
louder and clearer than ever before. 
Speaking at the high session of an economic 
forum in Vladivostok, Russia, Putin asserted 
that the confrontation in Ukraine has rein-
forced Russia’s sovereignty, so in reality, it 
stands to gain from deepened global polar-
ization and has suffered no significant loss-
es (Nezavisimaya gazeta, September 7). He 
described the proposal to enforce a price 
cap on oil and gas exported from Russia as 
“dumb” and threatened to halt all energy 
supplies if approved by the European 
Union (Kommersant, September 7).

Putin’s scorn for Europeans, who in his 
opinion are not in the position to dictate 
rules and conditions, is underpinned by the 
presumption of their panic over deepening 
economic hardships. A hard winter may 
indeed be looming for Europe, but Putin 
has ordered the shutdown of the Nord 
Stream 1 gas pipeline to Germany too early, 
giving the European Union plenty of time to 
prepare emergency measures (Forbes.ru, 
September 6). Mainstream commentators 
in Moscow argue that economic prosperity 
in key E.U. member states cannot be sus-
tained without large-volume energy ties 
with Russia (Rossiiskaya gazeta, September 
6). This wishful thinking is disproved by 
careful E.U. efforts at fitting immediate 
responses to Russian energy blackmail into 

the strategy of eliminating dependence on 
this unacceptable supplier altogether 
(Rosbalt, September 6).

Ultimately, Gazprom has been hit the 
worst by Putin’s decision to maximize ener-
gy pressure on the E.U., as the energy com-
pany can only burn the redundant gas in 
huge flares, while during winter it will have 
to shut down many production facilities 
effectively destroying key assets (Svoboda.
org, September 5). The Kremlin may enter-
tain fantasies about redirecting gas flows 
from the Yamal fields to China, but it will 
take years to lay the necessary pipelines, 
and Beijing shows no interest in funding 
these projects, as even Moscow commenta-
tors concede (Ru.valdaiclub.com, Sep-
tember 1). The economic slowdown in 
China effectively undercuts Putin’s energy 
ambitions, as the benchmark price for the 
Russian Urals oil blend has slipped to $65 
per barrel, despite the cut in production 
quotas by the Organization for Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC) cartel 
(Izvestiya, September 9).

These dynamics with oil prices curtails 
Russian revenues more effectively than any 
envisaged caps, and Russian Prime 
Minister Mikhail Mishustin has warned 
about difficulties with balancing the state 
budget in the next three years (RBC, 
September 8). This sober forecast means 
that Putin’s resolute application of the 
“energy weapon” has come too late, and on 
the background of stabilizing global funda-
mentals, the move looks desperate rather 

Putin has unsheathed his energy  
weapon too early – and too late
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by Mykola Bielieskov
Eurasia Daily Monitor

Ukrainian forces’ Balakliya-Kupyansk 
offensive operation (September 6-12) 
could likely be treated as the turning point 
in the all-out Ukrainian-Russian war. It 
could mark the point when Ukraine gained 
the initiative. In approximately one week, 
Ukraine liberated more than 6,000 square 
kilometers (about 3,730 square miles) of 
its sovereign territory in the Kharkiv region 
– much more than Russia has managed to 
occupy since mid-April (President.gov.ua, 
September 12). Although an unexpected 
turn of events for the majority of observers, 
the offensive was not a miracle but rather a 
simultaneous demonstration of Russian 
forces’ growing degradation and Ukrainian 
formations’ improved professionality and 
exceptional staff work, as successful coun-
teroffensives are some of the most chal-
lenging military maneuvers.

The Balakliya-Kupyansk offensive fol-
lowed a template of classic World War II 
operations. It consisted of two distinct 
phases: penetration of the enemy’s tactical 
defense in depth and exploitation of pene-
tration with a follow-on echelon. During 
the penetration phase (September 6-7), 
Ukrainian forces managed to breach the 
Russian front line to the north and north-
east of Balakliya – near Verbivka and 
Volokhiv Yar (Nv.ua, September 7). 
Through this hole in Russia’s defenses, an 
exploitation echelon of Ukrainian forces 
was directed toward the Shevchenkove-
Kupyansk axis through the critical P07 

roadway (Institute for the Study of War, 
September 8).

On September 9, forward Ukrainian 
units reached Kupyansk – a major railway 
and road hub that Russian forces in Izium 
extensively depended on (Nv.ua, Sep tember 
9). As Ukrainian forces were reaching 
Kupyansk, separate formations moved to 
the southeast along the Oskil Reservoir, lib-
erating crossings (Senkove and Horokho-
vatka) that were considered passages the 
Russian Izium grouping might use for an 
orderly withdrawal (Institute for the Study 
of War, September 9). As a result, Russians 
in Izium fled the scene on September 10, 
leaving the majority of their heavy weapon-
ry and ammunition intact as spoils of war 
for Ukrainian forces (Pradva.com.ua, Sep-
tember 10; Bbc.com/ukrainian, September 
13). Next, Ukrainian forces turned north-
ward and liberated Velykyi Burluk and 
Vovchansk near the border with Russia by 
September 12 (Zaxid.net, September 12).

A number of outcomes in the Balakliya-
Kupyansk offensive operation are especial-
ly noteworthy. First, the speed with which 
Ukrainian forces managed to penetrate 
Russia’s tactical defense in depth was quite 
impressive. This might be explained by the 
fact that Russians lack proper manpower to 
create so-called “defense in depth.” The 
front line was thinly manned with Special 
Rapid Response (SOBR) units (falling under 
Russia’s Rosgvardia unit), which were pri-
marily created to combat organized crime 
and terrorism and definitively not for high-

Ukraine’s counteroffensives demonstrate 
mastery of warfare and operational finesse

(Continued on page 11)

(Continued on page 7)
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What to expect after Ukraine’s ‘better-than-expected’ counteroffensive
by Aleksander Palikot

RFE/RL

KYIV – When Ukrainian soldiers tore a poster with the 
Russian flag from a billboard in Balakliya, a city in the 
Kharkiv region that was liberated on September 8, they 
unexpectedly revealed a poem by Ukraine’s foremost 19th-
century poet, Taras Shevchenko, beneath.

“Keep fighting – you are sure to win!” read the words of 
one of his most famous pieces, titled “The Caucasus” and 
written more than 150 years ago to glorify the national lib-
eration struggle against the Russian Empire.

The phrase, which in recent months has become a popu-
lar wartime slogan, reflects the enthusiastic mood prevail-
ing across Ukraine after Kyiv’s lightning offensive in the 
Kharkiv region that led to the near-total collapse of the 
Russian line of defense there.

The success of the operation surprised even Ukraine’s 
defense minister, Oleksiy Reznikov, who told the Financial 
Times that the operation had gone “better than expected.”

Now, as the picture of what happened is becoming clear-
er, RFE/RL spoke with several Ukrainian military analysts 
about what happened and what to expect next.

Success brings challenges

“I believe that Mr. Reznikov might have been indeed sur-
prised with our army’s success,” Ukrainian military analyst 
Mykhaylo Zhirokhov said. “Usually, operations of such scale 
would be carried out by at least six brigades, whereas 
Ukraine engaged from three to four brigades there.”

According to Mr. Zhirokhov, the aim of the initial blow by 
Ukrainian forces was very well chosen: they first attacked 
the poorly trained militias mobilized from the recently 
occupied Ukrainian territories and then units of Russia’s 
National Guard, which are usually used to suppress dem-
onstrations and have limited combat experience. When the 
Russians tried to bring up regular troops, it was already too 
late and the chaotic retreat was in full swing, he said.

When Ukrainian troops took control of the key northern 
cities of Kupyansk and Izium in just four days and reached 
the Oskil River two days later, the Russians had no chance 
to redeploy troops from other areas.

This was only possible because Russian commanders 
were taken completely by surprise. Beginning in early 
August, Kyiv was broadcasting a counteroffensive in the 

Kherson region, prompting Russia to shift some of its best 
forces to the south.

Due to the informational blackout imposed by the 
Ukrainian authorities in the zone of military action, the 
public has had limited and delayed knowledge of Ukrainian 
advances. At the moment, fighting is reportedly still going 
on around the city of Lyman in the Donetsk region, and on 
September 12 Ukrainian forces confirmed they had liberat-
ed Sviatohirsk.

But the rapid successes bring new challenges. Most like-
ly, Ukraine will soon need an operational pause in places 
where it recaptured territory, Mr. Zhirokhov said.

“When the left flank of the units in Slovyansk and 
Kramatorsk is fully protected, Ukraine’s military will have 
to focus on securing logistic and defense structures on the 
6,000 square kilometers it has recaptured,” he explained.

South still key

Meanwhile, the focus of confrontation could return to 
the south.

“Although the attention of observers has now shifted to 
the Kharkiv region, the key to the future of the war still lies 
in the south,” security expert Pavlo Lakiychuk told RFE/RL.

According to Mr. Lakiychuk, by moving its troops to the 
western bank of the Dnipro River, Russia not only reduced 
its forces in the northeast, but also left them in a position 
that is becoming increasingly dangerous.

Over the past month, Ukrainian forces have repeatedly 
cut the two bridges across the river and crippled Russian 
efforts to resupply their forces via barge and pontoon ferry.

Ukrainian forces have also recently made significant ter-
ritorial gains in the south – about 500 square kilometers of 
territory over the past two weeks, according to the Ope-
rational Command South spokeswoman Natalya Humeniuk.

“The Kherson counteroffensive was never a feint,” Mr. 
Lakiychuk said, “but its logic is the opposite of the Kharkiv 
operation.”

In his view, Russia would be better off if it retreated to 
the eastern bank of the Dnipro River, but domestic politi-
cal considerations prevent this. Ukrainian commanders 
are using this strategic mistake to systematically weaken 
the capabilities of the Russian troops trapped on the 
western bank.

“The effect will be the same as in the northeast: Russian 
soldiers will be left to their own devices by their command 

and will either surrender or try to flee,” Mr. Lakiychuk 
added.

According to Ms. Humeniuk, some Russian units in the 
Kherson region have begun trying to negotiate a surrender 
to Ukrainian forces after they learned about the failure 
around Kharkiv.

“The degree of creaking resolve and demoralization is so 
high that even the commanders now realize they don’t 
have anywhere to go,” she said on September 12.

‘We just need to keep going’

Most Ukrainian military experts agree that after last 
week’s counteroffensive, the Russian goal of capturing the 
entire Donetsk region is no longer feasible, and thus the 
Kremlin needs to come up with a new agenda.

“Ukraine has once again thwarted Russia’s plans, exactly 
as in late March and early April when, after the Battle of 
Irpin, Ukraine regained control of the entire Kyiv region,” 
Ivan Stupak, a former Security Service of Ukraine (SBU) 
officer and military expert at the Ukrainian Institute for the 
Future, told RFE/RL.

“It is telling that Russian official media could not swal-
low these developments before they were able to report 
about the bombing of our energy infrastructure,” he added, 
referring to Russian rocket strikes against civilian electrical 
and water facilities that were reported in the Kharkiv, 
Sumy, Poltava, Zaporizhia and Dnipropet rovsk regions on 
September 11.

According to Mr. Stupak, Russia will intensify its shelling 
of power plants, heating stations and electrical transmis-
sion lines. And it will continue to exploit its control over the 
Zaporizhia nuclear power plant to “terrorize and blackmail 
Ukrainian society.” But such tactics reveal Russia’s strategic 
weakness, he said.

“The Kremlin is not able to announce a mobilization, 
and [Russian President Vladimir] Putin seems to be losing 
control over what is being said on Russian state television,” 
Mr. Stupak said. “The initiative is clearly on our side; we 
just need to keep going.”

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted with the permis-
sion of Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut 
Ave. NW, Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see https://
www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-counteroffensive-whats-next/32 
033082.html).
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Kyiv’s counteroffensive raising expectations, but will West step up with greater aid?
by Todd Prince

RFE/RL

The Ukrainian military’s routing of Russian forces over 
the past week has highlighted both the fighting capabilities 
of Ukraine’s military and the effectiveness of the Western 
military aid provided to date.

Outgunned several times over by most estimates, 
Ukraine leveraged Western artillery and rockets to plow 
through what has been considered the world’s second-
most-powerful military, recapturing dozens of towns, 
including key junctures.

With many leaders and analysts in Washington and 
Brussels convinced the West’s own security is on the line 
in this war, Ukraine’s surprising success would seem to 
give the United States and Europe fresh impetus to acceler-
ate military aid shipments to Kyiv.

Yet, Washington analysts and lobbyists say that little is 
likely to change in the short term – largely because of per-
sistent fears of provoking a Russian escalation. Kyiv’s suc-
cess could even stymie efforts to supply more powerful 
weapons and ammunition, such as guided missiles with a 
range of 300 kilometers, they say.

“The same cautious tendencies we’ve seen in the Biden 
administration and, of course, even more in European capi-
tals like Berlin and Paris, continue,” John Herbst, the for-
mer U.S. ambassador to Ukraine in 2003-2006 who is now 
the senior director of the Atlantic Council’s Eurasia Center, 
told RFE/RL following a recent trip to Kyiv.

“I have no doubt that some of the ‘less resolute voices’ in 
all those places will point to this success as a reason to 
explain why Ukraine does not need more aid,” Mr. Herbst 
said.

Aid to Ukraine was a contentious issue among Western 

states and their citizens even before Russia’s February 24 
invasion.

As Moscow massed combat-ready troops on Ukraine’s 
border at the end of 2021 and war looked imminent, 
Western countries largely rejected Kyiv’s requests for 
weapons for fear that providing lethal aid could provoke 
the Kremlin.

Even after Russian President Vladimir Putin launched 
his large-scale invasion, Western governments initially 
withheld military aid amid expectations Moscow would 
quickly capture Kyiv, experts say.

However, as Ukraine fought off Russia’s initial lightning 
attack and it became clear that the contest would not be as 
one-sided as many expected, the first tranches of Western 
aid began arriving. The United States and Europe have con-
tinued to send aid – albeit slowly, according to Ukraine 
supporters – with more powerful and sophisticated weap-
ons added to the mix.

However, the West has also imposed some limitations 
on the use of those weapons, such as a ban on striking tar-
gets inside Russia.

“The nature and level of support from the United States, 
and to some extent Europe, is a direct function of the effec-
tiveness of the Ukrainians militarily on the ground,” said 
Daniel Vajdich, president of the Washington-based lobby-
ing firm Yorktown Solutions, who advocates on behalf of 
Ukraine.

Ukraine’s ability to slow the advance of a more powerful 
army and then push it back “allows advocates both inside 
and outside of the government to say: ‘Look, what we’re 
providing them is working. Imagine [what would happen] 
if we provided them a little bit more,’” Mr. Vajdich said.

However, the lobbyist says he does not see greater U.S. 
military aid immediately flowing to Ukraine on the back of 

its successful counteroffensive, but that could change with 
time.

“I do think that this [success] is going to put pressure on 
folks to deliver the Ukrainians more of what they need 
over the medium term – weapons with more advanced 
capabilities – because they are proving that they can use it, 
can use it effectively and that it makes a difference,” Mr. 
Vajdich said.

During the first months of the war, as the United States 
contemplated sending Ukraine more powerful weapons, 
there were debates in Western government and academic 
circles about the ability of Ukrainian forces to quickly learn 
to use North American Treaty Organization (NATO) weap-
ons and even whether they would have much impact 
against a bigger military.

This month’s successful counteroffensive has answered 
those questions.

‘Persistent caution’

To further extend the gains of recent days and ultimate-
ly drive Russia from Ukraine, Mr. Herbst said Kyiv needs 
longer-range artillery and missiles, fighter jets, tanks and 
more modern armored personnel carriers, among other 
items.

Ukraine’s repeated requests for ATACM guided missiles 
that can strike targets up to 300 kilometers away have so 
far gone unanswered.

While Mr. Herbst said U.S. military aid to Ukraine has 
grown stronger over time, it has done so at a slow pace, 
reflecting the “persistent caution” inside the administra-
tion of U.S. President Joe Biden about triggering escalation 
by Russia.

(Continued on page 4)
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The most important takeaways from von der Leyen’s speech on the state of the E.U.
by Rikard Jozwiak

RFE/RL

It’s an event that gets Brussels types 
buzzing, but for those outside the world of 
European Union politics, it normally 
wouldn’t even register. This year might be 
different, though, as the annual state-of-the-
E.U. speech, given by European Commission 
President Ursula von der Leyen in front of 
the European Parliament in Strasbourg, cov-
ered a number of crucial and pressing 
issues: Russia, the war in Ukraine, the ener-
gy crisis and the long winter ahead. Here 
are six takeaways on what it all means.

No new Russia sanctions for now

In the face of spiraling inflation, high 
energy prices and rising discontent among 
voters, the commission president sent a 
strong message to those who might have 
toyed with the idea that it was time to scale 
down the E.U. sanctions on Russia: “I want 
to make it very clear, the sanctions are here 
to stay. This is the time for us to show 
resolve, not appeasement,” she said.

Yet what was also clear was that there was 
no mention of new measures against the 
Kremlin. After the seven E.U. sanctions pack-
ages agreed after much wrangling among 
E.U. member states since the war broke out 
in February, there doesn’t seem to be much 
more desire and unity left in the Brussels 
tank ahead of what many expect to be a long 
and politically fraught winter. Proposed 
sanctions on the remaining Russian oil and 
gas inflows to the bloc, as well as targeting 
Russia’s nuclear industry, might just have 
to wait – if they even come at all.

Free E.U. roaming for Ukrainians?

Ukraine featured left, right and center in 
the speech. The Ukrainian first lady, Olena 
Zelenska, was the guest of honor in 
Strasbourg and Ms. von der Leyen, dressed 
in Ukrainian blue and yellow, announced 
that she was dashing to Kyiv later on 
September 14 to meet with Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy.

There were no major policy announce-
ments regarding Ukraine, which has been 
fighting an all-out war against Russia for 
more than six months. The E.U. and its 
member states have already provided 19 

billion euros ($18.9 billion) in financial 
assistance to Kyiv, Ukraine’s electricity grid 
was connected to the E.U.’s back in March 
and the country has already received E.U. 
candidate status.

In the speech, Ms. von der Leyen prom-
ised support to fix damaged Ukrainian 
schools to the tune of 100 million euros 
and pledged that the European Commis-
sion will work with Ukraine to ensure 
seamless access to the E.U. single market – 
a move that is already under way but that 
will take time.

Perhaps the most interesting promise 
from Ms. von der Leyen’s speech was the 
offer to bring Ukraine into the European 
free-roaming area permanently. E.U. and 
Ukrainian telecom companies ensured at 
the start of the war that Ukrainian mobile-
phone users could roam freely or at 
reduced cost in the bloc. To fix this on a 
permanent basis would be “like digital visa 
liberalization,” according to some E.U. offi-
cials I have spoken to.

Enlargement is back on the agenda

There was a time when European 
Commission presidents avoided talking 

about the future enlargement of the club for 
fear of upsetting some E.U. member states, 
notably in the western part, that preferred 
to talk about reforms with existing mem-
bers. Not anymore. “The path toward strong 
democracies and the path toward our union 
are one and the same. So, I want the people 
of the Western Balkans, of Ukraine, Moldova 
and Georgia to know: You are part of our 
family, your future is in our union, and our 
union is not complete without you,” Ms. von 
der Leyen said to roaring acclaim from the 
European Parliament, the E.U. institution 
most wedded to the idea of an enlarged E.U.

Of course, some countries are still skep-
tical and the path is still long (Ms. von der 
Leyen didn’t mention any time frames for 
good reason). Take the Western Balkans. 
This was the only sentence in her hourlong 
speech in which that region was men-
tioned. Countries in the Western Balkans 
began their journey toward E.U. member-
ship more than a decade ago and here they 
were lumped together with Ukraine and 
Moldova, who were given official candidate 
status only this year. While that might be 
smart, there is a new, renewed interest in 
E.U. enlargement that likely wouldn’t have 

happened without the war in Ukraine.

We’re sorry, Central and Eastern 
Europe

Many in Central and Eastern Europe 
have for years warned their Western 
European counterparts about the grave 
dangers of Putin’s Russia, only to be dis-
missed as hysterics and Russophobes. 
Perhaps the most striking sentence in the 
entire speech was Ms. von der Leyen’s 
admission that those countries had been 
right all along.

The European Commission president 
and former German defense minister didn’t 
mince her words: “One lesson from this 
war is we should have listened to those 
who know Putin. To Anna Politkovskaya 
and all the Russian journalists who exposed 
the crimes and paid the ultimate price. To 
our friends in Ukraine, Moldova, Georgia 
and to the opposition in Belarus, we should 
have listened to the voices inside our union 
– in Poland, in the Baltics and all across 
Central and Eastern Europe, they have been 
telling us for years that Putin would not 
stop. And they acted accordingly.”

It may have been a case of “too little, too 
late,” but it was perhaps one of the most 
startling admissions of failure from a 
Western politician since the war broke out.

Will there be a cap on Russian gas?

Possibly the biggest talking point in 
recent weeks has been whether the E.U. 
will impose a cap on Russian natural gas 
(or for that matter all gas) coming into the 
E.U. E.U. member states remain divided on 
the issue.

While Ms. von der Leyen rattled off mea-
sures to lower the energy prices for con-
sumers in coming months, from mandatory 
usage targets to reduced energy consump-
tion, to imposing windfall taxes on electrici-
ty producers not using natural gas to gener-
ating power such as nuclear and renew-
ables, she was far coyer on Russian gas: 
“We have to ensure our security of supply 
and, at the same time, ensure our global 
competitiveness. So, we will develop with 
the member states a set of measures that 
take into account the specific nature of our 

Ukrainian first lady Olena Zelenska (left), European Parliament President Roberta 
Metsola (center) and European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen pose at 

the European Parliament on September 14.

Office of the President of Ukraine

“We have yet to see a change in the pat-
tern – a speeding up of the pattern,” he said.

Over in Europe, Germany – the European 
Union’s largest economy – has been criti-
cized for its lack of leadership on aid to 
Ukraine. Berlin has dragged its feet on 
sending weapons to Ukraine and has done 
so in amounts Kyiv regards as small.

During a visit to Berlin earlier this 
month, Ukrainian Prime Minister Denys 
Shmyhal pressed German Chancellor Olaf 
Scholz for additional weapons, including 
Leopard-2 battle tanks. While Germany has 
supplied multiple-rocket launchers, self-
propelled howitzers and Gepard anti-air-
craft systems, also known as the Cheetah 
system, it has held back on tanks.

Even after Ukraine’s breakthrough this 
month in the east, German Defense 
Minister Christine Lambrecht again reject-
ed Kyiv’s request for tanks.

“No country has delivered Western-built 
infantry fighting vehicles or main battle 
tanks so far,” she said in Berlin on 
September 12. “We have agreed with our 
partners that Germany will not take such 
action unilaterally.”

There are influential voices in Germany 

pushing for a more aggressive policy in the 
light of Ukraine’s battlefield successes. 
“Certainly, this is not the time for dithering 
and hesitation,” Marie-Agnes Strack-
Zimmermann, the chairwoman of the 
Bundestag’s Defense Committee, told dpa 
on September 11. “The current military 
advance of the Ukrainian Army and the first 
recaptured territories in the east of the 
country speak for Ukraine’s fighting 
strength and unconditional will to take 
back its invaded country.”

‘Ukraine fatigue’

In their drive to help Ukraine, Western 
leaders may also be running up against 
“Ukraine fatigue,” as their constituents tire 
of the daily news of the war and focus on 
more immediate issues such as surging 
inflation and the impact of weaning Europe 
from its reliance on Russian natural gas.

Greater military aid could be tough to 
push through in such an environment, 
experts say.

The United States has authorized $54 
billion in military, economic and humani-
tarian aid for Ukraine and has sent more 
than $14.5 billion in weapons from 
Pentagon stockpiles to the embattled coun-
try since the start of the war. The Biden 
administration is seeking to increase the 
amount authorized for Ukraine by another 

$11.7 billion.
“I think there will be donor fatigue at 

some point,” said Mark Cancian, a retired 
U.S. Marine colonel and a senior adviser at 
the Washington-based Center for Strategic 
and International Studies. “It’s hard for me 
to say when that point hits – when it 
becomes a real political issue that affects 
the level of aid, but it will happen,” he told 
RFE/RL.

In the meantime, after seven months of 
support, the United States and NATO are 
themselves facing issues with stockpiles of 
weapons and ammunition.

With the U.S. military having largely 
been focused on counterterrorism mis-
sions over the past two decades, the 
defense industry curtailed production of 
the kinds of weapons Ukraine currently 
needs to fight a heavy-artillery-dominated 
war of attrition.

Mr. Cancian said the United States and 
its NATO allies are running low on some of 
the “top of the line” items and will be 
forced to send older equipment to Ukraine. 
“We’ve clearly hit certain levels in certain 
areas where the military is reluctant to go 
further because of the risks that might be 
involved,” he said.

He said the United States can source 
some military aid, such as howitzer ammu-
nition, from allies outside the alliance.

“If they do both of those things – look to 
older equipment and source globally – 
then the West can supply Ukraine indefi-
nitely,” Mr. Cancian said, adding that Russia 
is having the same problems. While Russia 
probably has enough tanks and planes, 
Moscow may be running low on missiles, 
he said.

Ukraine’s recent success in the east will 
help counter any Ukraine fatigue for now 
and bolster arguments that Ukraine can 
win if aid is forthcoming, Mr. Cancian said.

But, like Messrs. Herbst and Vajdich, he 
does not see the United States accelerating 
that aid on the back of the recent victories. 
In fact, Ukraine’s march toward the 
Russian border might even “exacerbate 
concerns” about providing Kyiv with 
ATACMS.

“I don’t think it’s going to make a lot of 
changes to the aid packages,” Mr. Cancian 
said. “I think what it does mean is that the 
aid packages will continue to flow and that 
we will continue to provide the same kinds 
of weapons that we have been providing.”

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-raising-
expectations-western-aid/32031942.html).

(Continued from page 3)
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square kilometers was in the southern 
Kherson region of the country. 

The stunning advances of the Ukrainian 
army marked the third phase of the 
renewed Russian invasion. 

By April 1, Ukraine forced Russia to 
abandon its plans to take Kyiv, as well as 
part of the northeastern cities and regions 
of Chernihiv, Kharkiv and Sumy, forcing the 
Russian military to retreat. However, after 
regrouping by the end of July, Russia had 
conquered the remaining territory of the 
easternmost Luhansk Oblast that it hadn’t 
occupied since first invading in 2014 after 
illegally annexing the Crimean Peninsula 
the same year. 

Ms. Malyar said that 388 settlements 
had been liberated since September 6 and 
that 150,000 people are now free from 
Russian occupation after six months. 

Regarding the Kharkiv offensive, the 
Washington-based Center for European 
Policy (CEPA) said that if before Ukraine 
was not losing the war, then it is now win-
ning it. 

“The Ukrainians did what Russia couldn’t, 
quickly piercing the first line of defense and 
pressing their advantage to reach critical 
‘nodes,’” wrote Michael Horowitz, a geopolit-
ical analyst for CEPA. “This includes the city 
of Kupyansk more than 50 km (31 miles) 
from the frontline. Before the offensive, 
Kupyansk laid deep inside Russian defensive 
lines, controlling roads and train lines to 
other key areas in the East, and acting as a 
critical supply point.”

The ratio of losses of Ukrainian troops 
“to those of the Russian Federation during 
the counteroffensive of the Armed Forces of 
Ukraine is 1 to 9, or even 1 to 10,” said 
Oleksiy Danilov, secretary of the National 
Security and Defense Council. Neither 
Moscow nor Kyiv have officially disclosed 
their total casualty numbers.

The remarkable counterstrike has 
already revealed potential Russian war 
crimes in the areas they held. Those revela-
tions are akin to the atrocities that were 
found in other liberated areas. 

A torture chamber was discovered in 
Balakliya, the largest Kharkiv regional city 
Russia had occupied for six months. The 
city had a pre-war population of 27,000 
people. 

Evidence shared by some 100 journal-
ists taken on a press tour there showed a 
police station where some 40 Ukrainians 
were tortured and held. One image from 
the basement of the facility showed the 
prayer “Our Father” inscribed in the 
Russian language. 

Those tortured were people who either 
had fought against the Russians since 2014 
or family members of veterans of the 
Russian-instigated war, as well as suspect-
ed partisans, said Serhiy Bolvinov, the dep-
uty head of the national police in the 
region. 

Bodies of shot and tortured civilians 
were already being exhumed in the liberat-
ed Kharkiv Oblast areas. 

The Kharkiv Human Rights Protection 
Group (KHRPG) said this week that an 
untold number of victims were being dis-
covered. After the hasty Russian retreat, 
“four bodies have been exhumed after they 
were shot by the Russians” in the village of 
Zaliznychne, the group said. 

In the south toward the Russian-
occupied parts of the Kherson and Zapori-
zhia regions, Ukraine’s progress has been 
much slower due to previously fortified 
Russian lines of defense. 

Still, Ukraine has managed incremental 
gains since the beginning of September, fol-
lowing a series of what military analysts 
call “shaping” operations that are meant to 
soften up defensive positions by targeting 
high-value targets, such as command-and-
control centers, army bases, supply ware-
houses and oil depots. 

In the southern Kherson region, Ukraine 
has established “fire control,” said Natalia 
Humeniuk, spokesperson for the Southern 
Operational Command. Officials confirmed 
that Kyselivka near the regional capital 
along the critical M-14 highway was liber-
ated on September 14. These gains place 
Ukrainian forces within 10 kilometers of 
the Kherson airfield. 

Officials said that more than 500 square 
kilometers had been liberated in the south-
ern regions, while on September 15 three 
Russian Sukhoi-25 ground attack aircraft 
and a Sukhoi-24 fighter bomber were shot 
down. 

Russia has lost at least 101 tanks in the 
counterstrike in the past seven days as of 
September 14, according to Oryx, an open-
source outfit that uses geo-located visual 
evidence to confirm its findings. 

Luhansk and Donetsk regions

Meanwhile, Ukrainian forces remain 
bogged down defending against Russian 
thrusts in central Donetsk Oblast toward 
Bakhmut. 

The regional governor, Pavlo Kyrylenko, 
said that five civilians were killed and 16 
were wounded over the past 24 hours on 
September 15 amid intense fighting in the 
area around the district capital, as well as 
Torestsk and Avdiyivka. 

He added that, since February 24, 844 
civilians have been killed in the Donetsk 
region without counting victims in 
Mariupol and Volnovakha in the southern 
part of the oblast. 

Using its momentum in the Kharkiv 
offensive, Ukraine has also made forays into 
the Luhansk region, which Russia had fully 
taken over by the end of July. Several villag-
es have been liberated as Kyiv focuses on 
the heavily defended cities of Svatove and 
Severodonetsk. 

But after taking over Kupyansk, 
Balakliya and Izium in the Kharkiv region, 
all located along Russia’s key supply lines 
from Belgorod, Ukraine has “established … 
de facto control of the northern Donetsk 
region … and wiped out the risk of our 
troops in Donbas getting encircled,” said 
Serhiy Kuzan, an adviser at the Defense 
Ministry. 

Russian retaliation

In response to its losses, Moscow has the 
first time since February 24 resorted to tar-
geting critical civilian infrastructure. 

Partial blackouts were caused in at least 
five northeastern and eastern regions after 
Russia targeted electrical power plants on 
September 12. 

“Russian terrorists remain terrorists and 
attack critical infrastructure. No military 
facilities, only the goal of leaving people 
without light and heat,” Mr. Zelesnkyy 
tweeted. 

In a nightly address to the nation, he 
remained defiant, saying: “Do you still think 
you can intimidate, break us, force us to 
make concessions? ... Cold, hunger, dark-
ness and thirst for us are not as scary and 

deadly as your ‘friendship and brother-
hood.’ But history will put everything in 
place. And we will be with gas, lights, water 
and food … and WITHOUT you!”

Then on September 14, the president’s 
hometown of Kryvyi Rih in the Dnipro-
petrovsk region was shelled. Hydraulic sys-
tems were damaged at the dam of the 
Inhulets River, causing flooding in the city 
in an apparent attempt to halt Kyiv’s coun-
terattack in the south. 

Upon returning from his trip to Izium, 
the president again said on his Telegram 
channel that Russia as a “terrorist state 
continues to wage a war against civilians.”

Eight multi-million-dollar cruise missiles 
hit the water dam area, said Kryvyi Rih mil-
itary administration head Oleksandr Vilkul 
on his Telegram channel. 

“Residents of six streets of the Inhulets 
district and 16 streets of the Central City 
District of Kryvyi Rih are being evacuated,” 
Ukrinform news agency reported. 

The following day, the same hydraulic 
systems were struck twice again, Mr. Vilkul 
said. 

“As a result of the damage caused, the 
water level in the Inhulets River – a tribu-
tary of the Dnipro River – rose by 1-2 
meters,” Ukrinform reported. 

Zelensky car accident

Also, upon returning to Kyiv, a passenger 
vehicle collided with the president’s motor-
cade, but Mr. Zelenskyy “suffered no seri-
ous injuries” after being “examined by doc-
tors,” said his spokesperson, Serhiy 
Nykyforov, via Facebook early on Septem-
ber 15. 

The incident occurred around midnight, 
well after Ukraine’s curfew, and “law 
enforcement officers will [examine] all of 
the circumstances of the accident,” he 
added.

(Continued from page 1)

Occupying...

Ukraine’s national flag is attached to a statue of bard Taras Shevchenko in the newly 
liberated city of Balakliya in Kharkiv Oblast on September 13. 

Courtesy of Anton Herashchenko
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The world’s attention turned to the stunning advance the Ukrainian military 
made in the east of the country this past week, recapturing by various accounts 
some 3,000 square miles of land from a Russian army that was less retreating or 
“regrouping,” as the official line from the Kremlin put it, and more seemingly run-
ning as fast as it could back toward its own border. By various press accounts, the 
Russian military retreat was so swift that it left intact various valuable pieces of 
heavy arms that would have – or should have, according to military strategists – 
been destroyed prior to fleeing so that the opposing Ukrainian army could not take 
advantage of the spoils of war.

And while Ukrainians both in the country and around the world rightly took some 
time to celebrate the tremendous gains made to recoup their land, it must not be for-
gotten that the situation at the nuclear power plant in Zaporizhia – the largest nucle-
ar power plant in Europe – remains precarious.

Despite the tense situation there, we were heartened to learn that the board of 
governors of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) passed a resolution 
demanding Russia end its occupation of the facility, which it took over not long after 
it launched its full-scale war on Ukraine in late February.  According to diplomats 
who attended the board’s closed-door meeting on September 15 in Vienna and 
spoke with RFE/RL about the meeting, the resolution calls on Russia to “immediate-
ly cease all actions against, and at, the Zaporizhia nuclear power plant and any other 
nuclear facility in Ukraine.”

According to RFE/RL, the 35-member board passed the resolution with 26 votes 
in favor, two against, and seven abstentions. Members from Russia and China voted 
against the resolution, which also called on the Russian military and Rosatom, 
Russia’s state nuclear corporation, to suspend all activities at the nuclear plant and 
hand control back to Ukrainian authorities.  We have no doubt that Russia will reject 
or ignore the non-binding resolution, but we are nonetheless glad to see the IAEA 
call on Russia to return control of the plant to Ukraine, whose operators have been 
working, according to various reports, at gun-point, without rest and under 
extremely difficult circumstances for months now.

The IAEA board’s resolution comes after the organization said on September 12 
that officials at the facility had reconnected a second backup power supply line to 
the plant, which would help ensure that the nuclear core is cooled properly. By 
reconnecting that second power line, operators can keep one line in reserve while 
the second provides electricity needed to cool the reactor core. But despite these 
positive signs, which are not to be minimized, the effective standoff at the plant 
should still be seen as a very dangerous situation, which if not carefully and skillfully 
managed by the Ukrainian operators of the plant, who have done remarkable work 
to this point under truly awful conditions, could lead to nuclear catastrophe.

“What we need here really is Ukraine and Russia to agree on a very simple princi-
ple of not attacking or not shelling the plant,” IAEA chief Rafael Grossi told reporters 
following a trip to the facility. For the sake of everyone in Ukraine and throughout 
Europe, we couldn’t agree more.

The Ukrainian Weekly

Five years ago, on September 19, 2017, President Dalia 
Grybuskaite of Lithuania delivered an address at the United 
Nations General Assembly, noting threats posed to the global 
community’s peaceful future.

“Authoritarian regimes continue to kill with impunity, extrem-
ist ideologies treat innocent people with unspeakable cruelty and 

thousands die after leaving their homes in search for better lives,” Ms. Grybuskaite said.
“The world’s attention is now focused on North Korea and Syria, but the same methods 

of blackmail, bullying and aggression are being used by Russia in Ukraine and along 
NATO’s [the North Atlantic Treaty Organization’s] eastern border,” she added.

“As we speak, around 100,000 Russian troops are engaged in offensive military exercis-
es – Zapad 2017 – on the borders of the Baltic states, Poland and even in the Arctic. The 
Kremlin is rehearsing aggressive scenarios against its neighbors, training its army to attack 
the West. The exercise is also part of information warfare aimed at spreading uncertainty 
and fear. Even more disturbingly, the Zapad exercise is just one symptom of the Kremlin’s 
inability to finally end its hatred towards the West,” Ms. Grybuskaite continued.

She enumerated Russia’s violations of the U.N. Charter, despite being a permanent 
member of the U.N. Security Council that is charged with protecting international peace, 
with its 2008 invasion of Georgia and its annexation of Crimea in 2014 and directly sup-
porting the conflict in eastern Ukraine’s Donbas region. She also warned of Russia’s use of 
hybrid warfare tactics that include cyberattacks, disinformation campaigns and the threat 
of weaponizing nuclear power plants and other energy sources.

Ms. Grybuskaite identified the reasons for the current situation.
“Abuses and indifference to basic international norms by regimes across the world are 

not unrelated cases. Too often they are a result of our collective failure to condemn and 
properly react to violations,” she said.

“Time and time again we have no courage to enforce the rules that we ourselves create. 
We draw red lines in the sand and then pretend they don’t exist,” she said.

“This has to change. Bullies are aggressive precisely because they are weak and inse-
cure. That is why we must stop being passive observers and start calling things by their 
own names,” she said.

Sept. 
19
2017

Turning the pages back...

(Continued on page 10)

IAEA is right on Zaporizhia 
nuclear plant

Twitter ahead of meetings with senior 
Ukrainian officials, including President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy, who had recently 
returned from a visit to areas the Ukrainian 
military had recaptured from Russian forc-
es in eastern Ukraine.

“I’ll discuss with Zelenskyy and [Prime 
Minister] Denys Shmyhal how to continue 
getting our economies and people closer 
while Ukraine progresses towards acces-
sion,” she said.

Ukraine became a candidate for E.U. 
membership in June, a move that Moscow 
claimed was part of the West’s efforts to 
isolate Russia internationally after it 
launched its unprovoked invasion of 
Ukraine in late February.

Ms. von der Leyen announced her 
September 15 visit to Kyiv the day before in 
a speech to the European Parliament in 
Strasbourg in the presence of Ukraine’s 
first lady, Olena Zelenska.

The overwhelming majority of E.U. 
countries have staunchly supported 
Ukraine since the Russian invasion by hit-
ting Russia with waves of economic penal-
ties.

Many members of the bloc have sup-
plied Kyiv with advanced weapons that 
have helped the Ukrainian military regain 
control over swaths of territory Russia took 
in the early weeks of the war.

Mr. Zelenskyy, who on September 14 vis-
ited areas the Ukrainian military recap-
tured from Russian forces, said there was 
large-scale devastation in towns and cities 
there while the major city of Kryvyi Rih 
struggled to contain damage to its water 
system from Russian missile attacks.

Despite the devastation left behind by 
Russia’s troops, Ukrainian forces continue 
to consolidate their control of the newly 
liberated areas in the Kharkiv region, 
Britain’s Ministry of Defense said in its reg-
ular intelligence bulletin on September 15.

The British intelligence assessment sug-
gested that Russian forces have largely 
withdrawn from the area west of the Oskil 
River in eastern Ukraine, abandoning high-

value equipment that included capabilities 
essential to enable Russia’s artillery-centric 
style of warfare.

The British bulletin also indicated that 
while some units retreated in relatively 
good order and under control, “others fled 
in apparent panic” during the Ukrainian 
blitz counteroffensive.

Separately, Ukrainian Security Council 
Secretary Oleksiy Danilov told Ukrainian 
Channel 24 television that the ratio of per-
sonnel losses during Ukraine’s counterof-
fensive was 1 to 9-10 in favor of Kyiv’s forc-
es. The information could not be indepen-
dently confirmed.

In Kryvyi Rih, the largest city in central 
Ukraine with an estimated prewar popula-
tion of 650,000, eight Russian cruise mis-
siles hit a hydropower system on 
September 14, officials said.

Mr. Zelenskyy said in his daily video 
address released early on September 15 
that the missile strikes hit the Karachunov 
reservoir dam. The water system had “no 
military value” and hundreds of thousands 
of civilians depend on it daily, he said.

The video, released after Mr. Zelenskyy’s 
return to Kyiv from his visit to the liberated 
areas in the northeast Kharkiv region, came 
out later than his usual nightly address and 
followed word from his office that his car 
had collided with a private vehicle in Kyiv 
on its way back from the visit.

“The president was examined by a doc-
tor, no serious injuries were found,” presi-
dential spokesman Serhiy Nykyforov said 
in a Facebook post early on September 15, 
without specifying what injuries Mr. 
Zelenskyy might have suffered.

The driver of the other vehicle received 
first aid from Mr. Zelenskyy’s medical team 
and was taken away by ambulance, Mr. 
Nykyforov said, adding that the circum-
stances of the accident were under investi-
gation.

(With reporting by Reuters, AP and AFP)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-kriviy-rih-
water-strikes/32034640.html).

(Continued from page 1)

E.U.’s von der Leyen...

“They need our panic,” Mr. Tymoshenko 
said. “That’s why we don’t panic.”

Earlier on September 14, German 
Chancellor Olaf Scholz, who held a 90-min-
ute phone call with Russian President 
Vladimir Putin on September 13, said Putin 
hasn’t changed his stance on invading 
Ukraine.

“Sadly, I cannot tell you that the impres-
sion has grown that it was a mistake to 
begin this war. And there was no indication 
that new attitudes are emerging,” Mr. 
Scholz told a press conference on Septem-
ber 14.

The Kremlin, which has made little men-
tion of the setbacks in recent days, vowed to 
continue fighting. It also said on September 
14 that Putin had discussed getting 
Ukrainian grain to countries most in need in 
a telephone call with United Nations 
Secretary General Antonio Guterres.

The conversation “mainly focused on 
implementing the Istanbul agreements on 
exporting Ukrainian grain” from Black Sea 
ports, and the export of Russian food and 
fertilizer, the Kremlin said in a statement.

“Both sides emphasized the importance 
of meeting the needs, as a priority, of those 
in Africa, the Middle East and Latin 
America who need food,” the Kremlin said.

Mr. Guterres said he was hopeful that a 
U.N.-brokered deal would be maintained 

and expanded to include Russian ammonia.
“To remove the obstacles that still exist in 

relation to the export of Russian fertilizers is 
absolutely essential,” Mr. Guterres told 
reporters shortly after speaking to Putin.

“There are ... talks in relation to the pos-
sibility of Russian ammonia exports 
through the Black Sea,” said Mr. Guterres, 
adding that there was a “dramatic situa-
tion” on the world fertilizer market.

Facilitating Russia’s food and fertilizer 
shipments is a central aspect of the deal 
brokered in July that also restarted 
Ukraine’s Black Sea grain and fertilizer 
shipments. Russia has recently criticized 
the deal, complaining that its exports were 
still hindered.

A pipeline transporting ammonia from 
Russia to a Ukrainian Black Sea port was 
shut down when Russia invaded Ukraine. 
The United Nations is now trying to broker 
a resumption of those ammonia exports.

In Strasbourg, European Commission 
chief Ursula von der Leyen said earlier that 
she would travel to Kyiv on September 14. 
It was Ms. von der Leyen’s third visit to Kyiv 
since the start of Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine in February.

(With reporting by Reuters, AP and AFP)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-russia-ira-
nian-drones/32032895.html).

(Continued from page 1)

Zelenskyy...
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by Mike Eckel
RFE/RL

The head of Russia’s Communist Party, 
these days considered the closest thing to 
an opposition political party, had frank 
words about the “extremely difficult and 
troubling circumstances” facing lawmakers 
in the wake of Ukraine’s stunning battle-
field successes.

“For as long as I can remember, there has 
never been such a situation like this,” 
Gennady Zyuganov told Russia’s lower 
house of parliament on September 13. “The 
special military operation … in Ukraine has 
turned into a full-fledged war.”

“A war and a special operation differ at 
their core,” he continued. “A war cannot be 
ended, even if you want: You take it to the 
very end, either victory or defeat. The ques-
tion of victory in the Donbas is the question 
of our historical requirements, and every-
one in this hall should realistically assess 
the situation.”

His comments differed slightly, though 
significantly, from the prepared remarks 
released by his party: “The maximum 
mobilization of forces and resources is now 
required,” those prepared remarks said.

With that, Mr. Zyuganov opened a siz-
able crack in the wall of discourse sur-
rounding the nearly seven-month-old inva-
sion, as Ukrainian forces pulled off a stun-
ning victory in the Kharkiv region, sending 
Russian troops there reeling, and retaking 
control of the northeastern region.

Merely calling the Ukraine operation a 
“war” – instead of using the Kremlin’s pre-
ferred euphemism “special military opera-
tion” – was already problematic under laws 
rushed through parliament in March. 
Critics who have termed it a “war” or an 
“invasion” have faced prosecution on charg-
es of discrediting the armed forces or 
spreading false news about them.

Although Mr. Zyuganov’s influence is 
limited in a country whose security policy 
is dominated by the small circle of hawkish 
military and intelligence officials surround-
ing President Vladimir Putin, his comments 
raised eyebrows and fueled the debate on 
whether Russia will be forced to declare 
war and begin a mobilization of troops in 
order to secure its goals in Ukraine.

He’s not the only one urging such steps.

“Without full mobilization, moving to a 
war footing, including for the economy, we 
will not achieve proper results,” Mikhail 
Sheremet, a lawmaker from the ruling 
United Russia party member who sits on 
the Duma’s Security Committee, said in a 
radio interview. “I’m talking about the fact 
that today’s society should be consolidated 
as much as possible, with the goal of victo-
ry.”

Yury Fedorov, an independent Russian 
military analyst who now lives abroad, told 
Current Time that a feeling of inevitable 
defeat is causing panic among some in “the 
highest circles of the Russian nomenkla-
tura.”

“And in this panic, they start to return to 
old ideas, about mobilization, about having 
to declare war, about how the West has 
declared war – although it wasn’t the West 
that declared war on Russia, but Russia that 
tried to declare war on the West last 
December,” Mr. Fedorov said.

War is hell

Since the February invasion, the perfor-
mance of Russia’s military has been under 
a magnifying glass, particularly after its 
early failure to seize the Ukrainian capital, 
an effort thwarted by a mishmash of quick 
responding Ukrainian troops.

Manpower, for many analysts, is among 
the Kremlin’s top problems. A growing 
number of Western estimates says Russia 
may have lost around 25,000 troops since 
February, with some estimates putting the 
figure at up to 80,000 total dead and 
wounded.

The Kremlin has balked at declaring war 
and initiating a mass mobilization, howev-
er, likely because of the risk of serious 
domestic political fallout. Public opinion, 
analysts say, could turn quickly against the 
war if men from urban areas or the profes-
sional classes were roped into combat. 
Instead, Russia has relied on contract sol-
diers largely recruited from remote and 
impoverished areas.

But authorities have struggled to replen-
ish the ranks, conducting an aggressive 
stealth mobilization campaign that relies 
heavily on private mercenary companies, 
coercing conscripts to extend the service 
beyond the end of their mandated terms, 
and other methods.

Yevgeny Prigozhin, the head of one of 
Russia’s most notorious private military 
companies, recently appeared in a video 
shot at a prison, where he was heard 
recruiting inmates to join his company and 
fight in Ukraine.

Even before the Kharkiv counteroffen-
sive, some of the more strident nationalist 
or military commentators on Telegram 
accused the Kremlin of pulling its punches 
in Ukraine.

Igor Girkin, a notorious former intelli-
gence officer who played an instrumental 
role when war first erupted in the Donbas 
in 2014 and who is now an outspoken critic 
of the Russian military, said that mobiliza-
tion was the “last chance” for victory.

Since September 10, such calls have 
grown even louder:

“If you ask me my opinion as Ramzan 
Kadyrov, I would declare martial law, I 
would declare mobilization,” the strong-
man Chechen leader who oversees a siz-
able militia that has fought in several bat-
tles in Ukraine, said.

“I would start preparing people for mar-
tial law. We don’t know what will happen 
tomorrow,” he said in a video posted to 
Telegram on September 14. “We must not 
wait until the leadership of the state 
announces mobilization. We must all mobi-
lize; each region must provide the forces 
and means that it has and offer what they 
can to support our military.”

“Everyone is discussing, arguing this 
question of mobilization. Do we need it? Of 
course, we need it. Let’s put a point on that 
once and for all,” Maksim Fomin, a Russian 
veteran who fought in the Donbas in the 
years after the Kremlin-backed 2014 upris-
ing began and who now runs a popular, and 
strident, blog on Telegram.

“Of course, we need it, but is Russia capa-
ble of doing it?” he said in a video. 
“Mobilization, in the extreme case, is the dis-
tribution of old weapons to everyone who is 
able to carry weapons and defend them-
selves. But it is also the economy, transport 
and moving the entire infrastructure to a 
military footing. It is a different system of 
relations between society and the state.”

Even politicians known for liberal lean-
ings have argued that the Kremlin is equiv-
ocating on the conflict, and because 
Ukraine may have the upper hand, Moscow 

should either mobilize or admit defeat.
“We either call for mobilization and go 

for all-out war, or we get out,” Boris 
Nadezhdin, a former Duma deputy, said 
during a NTV debate over the weekend.

So will it happen?

While Ukrainian officials have gloated 
over their lightning successes and basked 
in praise from Western officials, the 
Kremlin has continued to resist calling for 
mobilization.

Still, the Russian Defense Ministry has 
acknowledged the defeat in Kharkiv, calling 
the retreat a “regrouping” to other occu-
pied Russian territories.

Asked about the calls for mobilization, 
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said on 
September 13 that it was not currently 
under discussion, but left unanswered 
whether that might change.

“At the current moment, no, there is no 
talk about it,” he said.

The reason for Kremlin reluctance, ana-
lysts said, is that for the moment, the 
Ukraine war is a distant event for many 
Russians, and one that polls show many 
people aren’t even paying attention to.

Mobilizing the population would prompt 
pushback, if not outrage, from wide swaths 
of Russian society and potentially under-
mine support for Putin.

Some observers have argued that Putin 
might order a partial mobilization that calls 
up the country’s reserves – an estimated 2 
million men who have served in the armed 
forces within the past five years.

Still, that would amount to a major esca-
lation – and an admission that the “special 
military operation” is going badly, contrary 
to the rosy picture painted by Russian 
authorities.

It would also take months before a 
mobilized force could be deployed in effec-
tive numbers, and there are still questions 
about the lack of middle-ranking or junior 
officers who would have responsibility for 
commanding such units in the field.

If mobilization is announced, Mr. 
Fedorov said, “then those who are smarter 
will try to avoid mobilization by all means 
possible, move away to other cities, for 
example. Those who are dumber will go to 

Saying the quiet part out loud: Ukrainian victories push Kremlin toward potential mobilization

than calculated. Europe is the only vulnera-
ble market in this rebalanced global pic-
ture, but continental leaders have for sever-
al months worked on preparing a joint 
action plan for the predictable shutdown of 
Russian energy exports (Russiancouncil.ru, 
September 6). Dissenting voices on this 
subject are always notable, but a commit-
ment to unity has been maintained and 
expanded on energy and security matters, 
as demonstrated by the September 8 meet-
ing of top Western defense officials, chaired 
by U.S. Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin, in 
the well-established Ramstein format 
(Kommersant, September 8).

Putin’s threats could have made some 
difference a few months earlier, but, pres-
ently, Western policymakers are developing 
mid- and long-term programs for support-
ing Ukraine irrespective of Russia’s grinding 
of the gas axe. It is unclear to what degree 
Putin is aware of the difference this steadily 
expanding support is making on the battle-
field: In the Far East, he held a meeting with 
Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu and 

Chief of the General Staff Valery Gerasimov, 
as well as attended the final show of the 
Vostok 2022 strategic exercises, but sur-
prisingly little information was given on 
either (Kremlin.ru, September 6). Upon 
returning to Moscow, the Russian president 
presided over a meeting of the Russian 
Security Council but focused mostly on the 
deal for exporting grain from Ukraine, cor-
recting somewhat the mistake he had made 
in the Vladivostok session, but insisting on 
revising the arrangement with Turkey (RIA 
Novosti, September 9).

Meanwhile, the tactical success achieved 
by Ukrainian forces at Balakliya in the 
Kharkiv region in a matter of three days 
became a serious setback and, in another 
two days, a disaster for Russian forces con-
centrated around Izium for continuing the 
offensive push toward Slovyansk (Meduza, 
September 9). Up until the afternoon of 
September 10, the Russian Defense 
Ministry had provided no information 
about this chaotic retreat, elaborating 
instead on the failure of the Ukrainian 
offensive in the Kherson region. As a result, 
mainstream media was stuck with the 
story about the arrival of reinforcements to 
Kupyansk, which had actually been lost to 

astonishingly fast-moving Ukrainian troops 
(Izvestiya, September 10). This censorship 
has, however, failed to silence the not so 
small gang of “patriotic” bloggers who have 
spread alarm across social networks about 
the unfolding catastrophe (Lenta.ru, 
September 10).

It is unclear whether Putin has any bet-
ter data on this shocking defeat than the 
concise report from the Defense Ministry 
about a “redeployment” of the Balakliya-
Izium grouping to the Donbas (Novaya-
gazeta.eu, September 10). On September 
10, the Russian leader attended festivities 
in Moscow, inaugurated a massive Ferris 
wheel and briefly mentioned the task of 
reconstructing the Donbas for the coming 
winter (RIA Novosti, September 10). The 
Ukrainian breakthrough has revealed the 
urgent need for Moscow to build combat-
capable reserves, rather than ragtag region-
al battalions. But a real mobilization 
remains a step too far for Putin, who is 
attempting to maintain pretenses of nor-
malcy (to which the Muscovites are eager 
to subscribe) and firm control over the 
“special military operation,” which after 
200 days is no longer at a stalemate 
(Meduza, September 10).

The Ukrainian offensive may soon reach 
its limit, when a regrouping will be needed 
before striking other weak spots in Russia’s 
ramshackle defenses. It has, nevertheless, 
already proved that Putin’s energy black-
mail was unleashed much too late. Europe 
has discovered a path to mitigating or even 
preventing the looming hard economic 
winter.

Indeed, the next Ukrainian success, per-
haps in the Kherson region, could compel 
Moscow to seek a way out of the unwinna-
ble war, and resuming gas exports to 
Germany might be considered by the 
Kremlin as a useful demonstration of a 
newfound readiness for compromises. 
Expanding support for Ukraine should now 
be assessed in the E.U. as a more efficient 
and much cheaper political option than 
restrictions on electricity use and subsidies 
to affected businesses. Energy security can 
actually be enhanced by military means – if 
applied in Ukraine with determination and 
competence.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)

Putin...
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UOC-U.S.A. observes Ukrainian Independence Day in South Bound Brook, N.J.
UOC-U.S.A.

SOUTH BOUND BROOK, N.J. – The 
Metropolia Center of the Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church of the U.S.A. commemorated the 31st 
anniversary of Ukraine’s renewed indepen-
dence, which it marked with a solemn prayer 
for the country’s freedom.

As the faithful arrived for the 
Hierarchical Divine Liturgy at St. Andrew 
Memorial Church on August 28 for the feast 
day of the Dormition of the Birth-giver of 

God, they paused for a moment from the 
top of the steps to peruse the many ban-
ners which now covered the lawn, depict-
ing the horrors, the destruction, terror, war 
and death.  With heavy hearts, the gathered 
entered the dimly lit interior of the church, 
pausing before icons. Many had tears in 
their eyes as they lit candles beseeching the 
Lord to have mercy upon their ancestral 
homeland and the people of Ukraine.

The faithful, many dressed in traditional 
Ukrainian embroidered shirts and dresses 

(vyshyvanky), Archbishop Daniel in his ser-
mon reinforced the Gospel’s parable that 
stresses the importance of forgiveness and 
mercy.

“It is today, with grief, sadness and con-
cern in our hearts that we once again turn 
to the Virgin Mary to intercede for us 
before Christ,” he said. “We are not here 
today to celebrate Ukraine’s independence, 
but we are here to pray for Ukraine’s inde-

pendence, which is once again in jeopardy.”
Archbishop Daniel continued by asking 

that, “as we mark Ukraine’s 31st year of 
independence, everyone open their hearts 
and minds and earnestly, on bended knee 
and with humbled heart, beseech the All 
Holy Birthgiver of God to hear our earnest 
petitions, come to our aid and intercede for 

Archbishop Daniel delivered a sermon on forgiveness and mercy during an obser
vance marking Ukraine’s 31st anniversary of its renewed independence on August 28 
at the Metropolia Center of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the U.S.A. in South 

Bound Brook, N.J.

uocofusa.org

Oleksii Holubov, consul general of Ukraine in New York, reflected in front of a selec
tion of images of war in Ukraine on August 28 at the Metropolia Center of the 

Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the U.S.A. in South Bound Brook, N.J.

key to growing economic stability and fur-
ther strengthening of our state,” Mr. 
Sadovyi said.

Among the many millions who have 
been internally displaced in Ukraine are 
three friends who fled to the west when 
Russian troops invaded Ukraine’s northern 
regions. Today, Ivan Demchenko, Daryna 
Mazur and Serhiy Stoyan own two small 
cafés in Lviv’s city center.

A correspondent for The Ukrainian 
Weekly visited Kiit (cat) café on Ruska Street 
located near the central Rynok Square.

Mr. Demchenko handed over a cherry 
pie and cappuccino from a small window 
on the first floor of an ancient tenement 
house. Ruska Street was historically the 
center of Ukrainian social life in the medi-
eval multicultural city.

Next door is the 400-year-old Uspenska 
Church with its bell tower, the highest con-
struction in the city’s old town. The church 
now sits next to the small café established 
by displaced Ukrainians from the Kyiv and 
Chernihiv regions.

To get inside the café for the interview, 
The Weekly’s correspondent entered a 
neighboring souvenir shop, which serves as 
an entrance for the café’s staff.

Mr. Demchenko spoke as patrons stopped 
to buy pies, cinnamon buns and coffee.

“We all wanted to open up something 
like this when living in Borodyanka. We had 
many excuses before the war – not enough 
time, not enough money – but when the 
invasion started, we had nothing left to 
lose. So we created this café,” said the 
20-year-old.

Borodyanka, together with Bucha and 
Irpin, were among the towns the Russian 
military occupied during their unsuccessful 
attempt to capture the country’s capital, Kyiv.

Despite the risks, the ownership team of 
the café wasn’t afraid to lose their money.

“Ukrainians understood that personal 
finances don’t matter in war-time. 
Wherever you are in Ukraine, a missile can 
kill you. You can’t buy your own anti-mis-
sile system,” Mr. Demchenko said.

“When we started, our hometowns were 
occupied. We had nowhere to return. If the 
business failed and we lost all our money, it 
would be a relatively small loss. Even nowa-
days, we live with the thought that today 
you’re alive, and tomorrow maybe you’re 
not because a missile strikes here. I think 
all Ukrainians stopped thinking about 
money. It’s important, but compared to life, 
it’s nothing,” Mr. Demchenko said.

At first, the café’s owners thought they 
would return to their homes soon.

“But by mid-March, we understood that 
it’ll take longer for us to be able to come 
back. So, we started searching for a job and 
couldn’t find one. That’s why we decided to 
create something on our own,” Mr. 
Demchenko said as he cut a piece of a cin-
namon bun for a customer, which he said 
was the best part of the job.

“Very different people visit us. I can chat 
with a nun from a nearby monastery and a 
trans-girl in one hour. People from the 
entire country are here now. Lviv became 
the center of Ukraine for a bit. I wanted to 
move here before the war, but under differ-
ent circumstances. The city’s culture makes 
people more open-minded. It’s more com-
mon to have small talk on Lviv streets than 
in Kyiv. Our regions are a bit Russified, so I 
really like living in Lviv,” Mr. Demchenko.

His family, however, has stayed home 
and is currently under Russian occupation.

“All of them are ok; only my grandpar-
ents’ building was damaged,” he said.

“When we started the business, it was 
difficult. We didn’t have many clients at the 
very beginning. But then people started 
sharing news about our café. Many locals 
and displaced people came here to support 
us. Refugees could relate to our story. It felt 
like a ‘refugee club’ – people gathered 
around the Kiit and shared news and dis-
cussed life in their hometowns under occu-
pation. We met a lot of people from our 
towns. Now, most of them returned, and 
we’re happy that many people have a 
chance to return home after their towns 
were liberated,” Mr. Demchenko said.

Another refugee, Kostiantyn Ponedil-
chenko, owned a café in Kyiv before the 
war. He was lucky to be in the capital, not 
Mariupol when the war broke out. He man-

aged to get to Lviv quickly, but part of his 
family and some friends stayed during the 
most dramatic battles. They waited in base-
ments filled with people and saw huge 
buildings collapse from Russian bombs, but 
they survived.

A day before speaking with this corre-
spondent, he talked with his grandfather 
who is currently in Mariupol. People there 
are trying to cook food on open fires in the 
middle of the streets because it’s challeng-
ing to find any meals in an almost com-
pletely destroyed city, his grandfather said.

Moving to Lviv, Mr. Ponedilchenko 
brought a part of Mariupol with him. Café 
0629, which previously operated in the 
besieged port city, opened at the end of 
May. Its name comes from the city’s phone 
code. All nine of its employees are refugees 
from Mariupol, and Mr. Ponedilchenko said 
he opened the café in Lviv to provide jobs 
for displaced Ukrainians and, hopefully, 
bring some sense of normalcy to their lives.

“Everything you see here is made by 
people from Mariupol. The café created a 
community of refugees from our town in 
Lviv,” Mr. Ponedilchenko said.

“Some locals are skeptical of us. 
Conservative people might discriminate 

against Russian-speaking people here, but 
most people are very supportive, especially 
youth,” he said.

“The city is cool; I always liked Lviv. 
However, it isn’t easy to do business here. 
For example, I often went to the post office 
to deliver our products, but it was closed 
before the scheduled time. Most pharma-
cies close early, and it was difficult for me to 
understand. The transport system in Lviv is 
far from perfect. Infrastructure makes it 
challenging to move around, but this is not 
a problem compared to what happened in 
Mariupol. Everyone would prefer to be here 
than in a basement at home or frying 
pigeons on an open fire. So, we’re grateful 
that we can live and create in Lviv,” Mr. 
Ponedilchenko said.

“We feel huge support from people. 
Everyone is supporting everyone in 
Ukraine, even more than before,” he said.

“It’s essential to save traditions from 
Mariupol and memories about the city 
because it’s completely destroyed, and 
most people fled the town. The city as it 
was is gone. We want to save it and recreate 
it. Mariupol stays in our hearts and our 
memory. It’s the city where we grew up,” 
Mr. Ponedilchenko said.

(Continued from page 1)

Lviv welcomes...

Ivan Demchenko moved to Lviv from 
thenoccupied Borodianka near Kyiv. As 
a coowner of the Kiit café, he often per

sonally serves his visitors.

Roman TymotskoTogether with two friends, Kostiantyn 
Ponedilchenko brought a part of Mariu
pol to Lviv. His business, café, currently 
employs refugees from Mariupol, the 

besieged, wartorn, coastal city.

(Continued on page 11)
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Vladimir Putin during his unprovoked inva-
sion of Ukraine. Speaking at the Seventh 
Congress of Leaders of World and 
Traditional Religions in the Kazakh capital 
of Nur-Sultan on September 14, Francis 
challenged those in the room to unite in 
condemning war and the religious justifica-
tions for it. “God is peace. He guides us 
always in the way of peace, never that of 
war,” Francis, who did not mention Russia 

or Ukraine specifically, said in an opening 
address. Patriarch Kirill, who has voiced 
support for Putin and the invasion, was 
supposed to attend the conference, but 
backed out just ahead of it. A Russian 
Orthodox Church delegation, however, is 
attending the event. “If the creator, to 
whom we have devoted our lives, is the 
author of human life, how can we who call 
ourselves believers consent to the destruc-
tion of that life?” Francis, who earlier this 
year warned Kirill against becoming Putin’s 
“altar boy,” asked. “May we never justify 
violence. May we never allow the sacred to 

be exploited by the profane. The sacred 
must never be a prop for power, nor power 
a prop for the sacred!” the pontiff said. Kirill 
did send a message to the congress, which 
was read out at the meeting, where he 
warned of problems caused by “attempts to 
build a world without relying on moral val-
ues.” He has criticized the West’s secular 
mentality, and says the conflict in Ukraine 
was sown by foreign threats to Russia’s bor-
ders, while depicting the conflict as a strug-
gle against a foreign liberal establishment 
purportedly demanding countries hold “gay 
parades” as the price of admission to a 
world of excess consumption and freedom. 
“These attempts have led not only to the 
loss of the concept of justice in international 
relations, but also to brutal confrontation, 
military conflicts, the spread of terrorism 
and extremism in different parts of the 
world,” Kirill said in his message. The con-
gress in Nur-Sultan brings together 
Christians, Jews, Muslims, Bud dhists, 
Hindus and other faiths among the 100 del-
egations present to discuss the role of reli-
gion in the development of humanity in the 
modern world. (RFE/RL)
Von der Leyen says EU cannot appease Russia

European Commission President Ursula 
von der Leyen says the European Union 
must show “resolve, not appeasement” as it 
deals with Russia over its war with Ukraine. 
Speaking at her annual state-of-the-union 
speech on September 14 in Strasbourg, 
France, Ms. von der Leyen said the bloc’s 
solidarity with Ukraine was “unshakeable,” 
and must remain that way. “Never before 

has this parliament debated the state of our 
union with war raging on European soil,” 
Ms. von der Leyen told the legislature, with 
Ukrainian first lady Olena Zelenska seated 
as the guest of honor among lawmakers, 
many of whom were wearing blue and yel-
low, Ukraine’s national colors. “And I stand 
here with the conviction that, with courage 
and solidarity, [Russian President Vladimir] 
Putin will fail and Europe will prevail. ... 
Europe’s solidarity with Ukraine will 
remain unshakeable,” she said, adding that 
she would pay a surprise visit to Kyiv later 
in the day. Since Russia launched its unpro-
voked invasion of Ukraine, the bloc’s 27 
members have agreed on several rounds of 
crippling sanctions, hitting various targets 
from Putin and his family to the country’s 
oligarchs and senior politicians. “I want to 
make it very clear; the sanctions are here to 
stay. This is the time for us to show resolve, 
not appeasement,” Ms. von der Leyen said. 
She accused Moscow of manipulating 
Europe’s energy markets to the point where 
they are no longer properly functioning 
anymore. Some critics have pointed to a 
huge spike in energy prices and intermit-
tent cuts to supplies as a sign that the sanc-
tions on Moscow are causing more damage 
at home than in Russia. But Ms. von der 
Leyen said Russia’s financial sector was on 
“life support,” while its industries and mili-
tary were being crippled by an exodus of 
international companies in response to the 
war. “The Russian military is taking chips 
from dishwashers and refrigerators to fix 

(Continued on page 11)
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KULINSKI MEMORIALS
809 SOUTH MAIN STREET • MANVILLE, NJ 08835

• Serving Ukrainian families for over 60 years
• Over 40 granite colors to choose from
• Custom etchings
• House appointments available
• Serving the tri-state area
• 5 minutes from St. Andrew Ukrainian Cemetery  
   in South Bound Brook, NJ

Tel. 800-458-5467  •  908-722-3130  •  Fax 908-253-0027
KulinskiMemorials@msn.com  •  KulinskiMemorials.com

PROFESSIONALS

TO PLACE YOUR AD CALL WALTER HONCHARYk (973) 292-9800 x3040
or e-mail  advertising@ukrweekly.com

SERVICES

SERVICES

OPPORTUNITIES

Earn Extra incomE!
The Ukrainian Weekly is looking 

for advertising sales agents.
For additional information contact  

Walter Honcharyk, Advertising Manager,  
The Ukrainian Weekly, 973-292-9800, ext 3040.

ОКСАНА СТАНЬКО
Ліцензований продавець

Страхування Життя

OKSANA STANKO
Licensed Life Insurance Agent  

Ukrainian National Assn., Inc.

Tel.: 908-872-2192
email: stankouna@optimum.net

WANT IMPACT?
Run your advertisement here, 

in The Ukrainian Weekly’s 
CLASSIFIEDS section.

МАРІЯ ДРИЧ
Ліцензований Продавець

Страхування Життя
МАRІA DRICH

Licensed Life Insurance Agent 
  Ukrainian National Assn., Inc.

2200 Route 10, Parsippany, NJ 07054
Tel.: 973-292-9800 ext. 3035
e-mail: mdrich@unainc.org

LAW OFFICES OF  
ZENON B. MASNYJ, ESQ.___________________
In the East Village since 1983

Serious personal injury, real estate 
for personal and business use,  

representation of small and mid-
size businesses, divorce, wills and 

probate (New York matters only).

(By Appointment Only)

140 Second Avenue
New York, NY 10003

212-477-3002
zbmasnyj@verizon.net

If 212-477-3002 landline busy, 
please call 201-247-2413

HELP WANTED

CNC LATHE MACHINIST
Candidate must have formal training 
in CNC machining with mechanical 
aptitude. Programming would be 
a plus using G Code and/or other 
programs, but not a requirement. 

Ukrainian-owned company. 
Orest Hryhorchuk

Phone:  215-364-4115; A&F LLC

perkartisanco� ee.com

Coffee4Ukraine

“Aggression cannot make anyone stron-
ger. It can never earn anyone even a drop of 
respect. The only thing the aggression will 
bring is contempt, shame and condemna-
tion. The international community has to 
take its share of responsibility. We cannot 
let fear win by closing our eyes to violators, 
because it will only encourage them to go 
further. We must learn to read the warning 
signs because abuse of human rights, 

nationalistic rhetoric and suppression of 
free speech explode into violence if 
ignored,” she said.

Ms. Grybuskaite urged that the U.N. be 
reformed because the organization had 
failed to fulfill its promise to save the world 
from war. “Now we face the choice: either 
we give this organization the voice to rise 
against the abuse or we will make it irrele-
vant,” she concluded.

Source: “Statement by Dalia Grybuskaite 
at United Nations,” The Ukrainian Weekly, 
October 1, 2017.

(Continued from page 6)

Turning...

the army, cursing at the same time and will 
be extremely unhappy.”

This weekend’s celebrations in Moscow 
marking the city’s 875th birthday illustrat-
ed the split-screen disconnect between the 
defeats inflicted on the Russian military in 
Kharkiv and the general attitude of Russian 
society toward the conflict.

Muscovites danced in the streets, 
enjoyed street fairs and watched fireworks 
displays, while Putin participated in a cere-
mony opening a new Ferris wheel.

“Moscow is rightly considered to be one 
of the most beautiful and most comfortable 
metropolises in the world, every year con-
firming its global competitive edge, includ-
ing by attracting talented and energetic 

people and in its accelerating rate of eco-
nomic, infrastructural and social change,” 
Putin said in a speech on September 10.

The disconnect was further highlighted 
in interviews conducted by RFE/RL in 
recent days with Russians in several cities.

“The front line cracked. But the crack is 
very local, in the Kharkiv region,” one man, 
who declined to give his name, said. “It’s 
wholly likely that there’ll be another one 
somewhere else soon. But that does not 
amount to a turning point in the war. The 
war is not going anywhere anytime soon.”

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukrainian-victo-
ries-russian-mobilization-war/32035215.
html).

(Continued from page 7)

Saying...
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their military hardware, because they ran 
out of semiconductors. Russia’s industry is 
in tatters,” she said. To damp the impact of 
soaring prices because of Russia’s actions, 
Ms. von der Leyen said she would propose 
legislation to impose windfall levies on 
energy companies that could total more 
than 140 billion euros ($139.6 billion). “In 
these times, profits must be shared and 
channeled to those who need it most,” Ms. 
von der Leyen said. To aid Ukraine, Ms. von 
der Leyen said the European Union would 
open its single market to Ukrainian goods, 
and in addition to the billions of euros in 
aid already given to Kyiv, she pledged 
another 100 million euros to rebuild 
schools destroyed by the heavy shelling by 
Russian artillery.

Locals jailed for Ukrainian song in Crimea

A court in Ukraine’s Russian-occupied 
region of Crimea has jailed and fined sever-
al local residents for playing a popular 
Ukrainian song, Chervona Kalyna (Red 
Viburnum), at a wedding party. The 
Bakhchysaray district court said on 
September 14 that six people were either 
fined 50,000 rubles ($820) or sentenced to 
jail terms of between five and 15 days for 
using “a combatant song for Ukrainian 
nationalists” at a wedding party. The court 
statement said that the text of the song con-
tains words discrediting Russia’s armed 
forces. The song in question has turned 
into a patriotic song in Ukraine and is often 

used by Ukrainians and those who support 
them in their fight against Russia’s unpro-
voked invasion. Russia’s state-run Krym 24 
news agency said the owner of the Arpat 
restaurant in the Crimean city of 
Bakhchysaray, where the wedding party 
was held on September 10, was handed 15 
days in jail, while a DJ and a woman who 
attended the wedding party were sen-
tenced to 10 days in jail each. The bride-
groom’s mother received five days in jail 
from the court. The agency also said that 
the bride’s mother and the wife of the res-
taurant owner were ordered to pay 50,000 
rubles in fines each. Last month, a local DJ 
was sentenced to 10 days in jail for playing 
a video of a song by Ukrainian rapper 
Yarmak. (RFE/RL’s Crimea.Realities, with 
reporting by Krym 24)

Second power line reconnected to nuclear plant

A second backup power supply line has 
been reconnected to the Zaporizhia nuclear 
power plant, aiding in efforts to ensure the 
nuclear core is properly cooled, said the 
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). 
Reconnecting the second line has enabled 
the operator to keep one line in reserve 
while the other provides the plant with the 
external electricity needed for reactor cool-
ing and other essential safety functions, the 
IAEA said in a statement on September 12. 
The IAEA team onsite managed to power 
down the plant’s sixth reactor, which now 
requires less power, it said. The agency said 
the reactor had “entered a cold shutdown 
state like the facility’s five other reactors” in 
a development significant for nuclear safety 
at Europe’s largest nuclear power plant. But 

IAEA chief Rafael Grossi said all four main 
power supply lines were still severed and 
the plant is not providing any power to the 
grid. He said the situation at the plant 
remains “precarious” and renewed his calls 
for the establishment of a security zone 
around the plant. Mr. Grossi said earlier that 
Kyiv and Moscow have shown “signs that 
they are interested” in creating a security 
zone. “What we need here really is Ukraine 
and Russia to agree on a very simple princi-
ple of not attacking or not shelling the 
plant,” Mr. Grossi told reporters. Both coun-
tries are engaging with the IAEA and asking 
many questions about the idea put forward 
by the United Nations nuclear watchdog to 
create the security zone, Mr. Grossi said. The 
aim of the proposed zone is to prevent mili-
tary activities like shelling that has damaged 
the plant’s power lines and jeopardized its 
security, Mr. Grossi told a news conference 
in Vienna on September 12. Russia seized 
control of the nuclear power plant shortly 
after Russian President Vladimir Putin 
launched his country’s unprovoked invasion 

of Ukraine on February 24. The plant’s 
Ukrainian operators have remained onsite 
to run the plant. On September 7, Ukrainian 
authorities urged residents in areas around 
the plant controlled by invading Russian 
forces to evacuate for their own safety. 
French President Emmanuel Macron told 
Putin in a phone call on September 11 that 
the plant’s occupation by Russian troops 
was the reason its security has been com-
promised, the French presidency said. Putin 
blamed Ukrainian forces, according to a 
Kremlin statement. Fighting around the 
plant, Europe’s largest nuclear station, has 
raised fears of a potential nuclear disaster. 
Russia has accused Ukraine of attempting to 
recapture the plant by force, allegations 
Kyiv denies. Ukraine and the West accuse 
Russia of deploying heavy weaponry at the 
site, knowing Ukraine likely would not fire 
on it. Moscow denies those allegations but 
has resisted efforts to demilitarize the area 
in order to avert an environmental catastro-
phe. (RFE/RL, with reporting by AFP, AP 
and Reuters)

(Continued from page 10)
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Ділимося сумною вісткою, що 4 вересня 2022 року
відійшов у вічність наш найдорожчий

Муж, Батько і Дідо

св. п. 

РОМАН ВОРОНКА
громадський діяч, професор, математик,
заслужений діяч науки і техніки України.

У глибокому смутку залишились:

дружина   - Зірка Качмар Воронка
донька    - Ната та її муж Борислав Білаш
син   - Нестор з дружиною Лідою Микитин
внучки   - Олеся і Уляна Білаш

На прохання покійного, усі обряди відбулися
у присутності найближчої родини.

intensity interstate warfare (EurAsia Daily, 
September 9). Meanwhile, Ukraine created 
a preponderance of forces at sectors of pro-
spective front-line penetration.

Second, the agility of Ukrainian forces’ 
advances during the exploitation phase was 
another masterful success. This can be 
largely explained by Moscow’s significant 
lack of ready reserves – with many of the 
Russian forces directed to southern 
Ukraine anticipating an offensive there. At 
the same time, Russian forces in Izium 
were pinned down by Ukrainian frontal 
assaults (near Lyman), which prevented 
the grouping from being redeployed 
toward Kupyansk (UNIAN, September 10).

Third, Ukrainian forces during the 
exploitation phase emphasized swiftness of 
movement along major roads to quickly 
reach Kupyansk, rather than liberate settle-
ments along the way; as such, Balakliya was 
fully secured by September 8 (Ukrinform, 
September 8). Through expeditious 
maneuvers, Ukrainian units managed to 
isolate the zone of operation and sever 
major ground lines of communication 
(GLOCs) for orderly withdrawal, creating 
panic among Russia’s rear forces and caus-
ing them to flee without heavy weaponry 
and ammunition.

Finally, the direction of Ukraine’s major 
flanking strike was chosen quite wisely. 
Through the strike to the north-northeast 
of Balakliya toward Kupyansk, Ukraine 
threatened the Izium salient to the south-
east of Balakliya and, by this single stroke, 
unhinged the entire Russian front line in 
the Kharkiv region. Meanwhile, the Oskil 
Reservoir limited Ukrainian advances and 
protected offensive forces from hypotheti-
cal Russian countermeasures, as well as 
limited options for Russian units’ organized 
withdrawal from Izium. In other words, 
Ukrainian military command managed to 
exploit geography features and front-line 
configurations to its advantage.

With the Balakliya-Kupyansk offensive, 
Ukrainian forces demonstrated the advan-

tages of maneuver warfare (bewegung-
skrieg). Swiftness of action along major 
lines of communications – Ukrainian forces 
covered 75 km toward Kupyansk in three 
days – led to the complete collapse of the 
Russian front line and unorganized with-
drawal of units. The offensive’s accomplish-
ments are especially impressive in light of 
the fact that Ukrainian forces are still grap-
pling with a deficit of critical artillery and 
armor and lack air superiority, which is 
considered an essential requirement for 
any successful offensive operation.

Moreover, the Balakliya-Kupyansk offen-
sive stands in stark contrast to Russian 
attempts to advance in the Donbas since 
April. Despite a preponderance of firepow-
er and numerical advantage in armor, 
Russian units failed to quickly penetrate 
Ukraine’s tactical defense in depth in 
numerous places, and the exploitation ech-
elon was unable to encircle and destroy 
major Ukrainian groupings or cause them 
to flee. In truth, all Russian forces managed 
to do is slowly push Ukrainian forces from 
Popasna, Severodonetsk and Lysychansk.

In its offensive operation, the Ukrainian 
side recovered most of the lost territories 
in the Kharkiv region. At the same time, the 
threat of a Slovyansk envelopment was 
removed as the Izium salient hovering over 
this city has been reduced to zero. 
Ukrainian forces proved to be masters of 
maneuver warfare and operational art 
despite such objective constraints as lack of 
artillery, armor and piloted aviation. Most 
of all, the Balakliya-Kupyansk offensive was 
a major strategic coup for Kyiv, as success-
ful actions on the ground debunked the 
consensus that the Ukrainian-Russian war 
will be a protracted stalemate in which nei-
ther side is able to attain key political 
objectives by major offensive operations 
(The Bell, August 26). Kyiv is quickly dem-
onstrating that it is increasingly possible 
for Ukrainian forces to recover all the brief-
ly occupied territories and win this war.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)

Ukraine’s...

our ancestral homeland, granting our peo-
ple victory and freedom once again.”

As is tradition, flowers and herbs were 
blessed to commemorate the Dormition of 
the Mother of God.

In addition to the parishioners, many 
guests gathered on the church steps to 
pray for Ukraine. They were joined by 
Oleksii Holubov, consul general of Ukraine 
in New York.

A prayer service was led by Archbishop 
Daniel for the intercession of the Mother-
of-God and the Lord’s mercy upon Ukraine 
and her people, as well as for peace for the 

world.
Following the service, Mr. Holubov reiter-

ated the gravity of the day, as well as “the 
regret that we are not celebrating, merely 
observing Ukraine’s 31st year of indepen-
dence from Russian rule, and Russian terror.”

“It is with sadness,” he continued, “that 
we once again see history being replayed as 
Russia greedily tries to absorb Ukraine, her 
resources and her people.”

The archbishop drew attention to all the 
vinyl banners which had been hung upon 
the grounds of the church and asked the 
people to take a walk and see the exhibit, 
which shows the travesty, destruction and 
horror of the war being inflicted upon 
Ukraine by Russia. The exhibit will remain 
on display until October 15.

(Continued from page 8)
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Sunflower family festival features Ukrainian performers while raising funds for Ukraine
by Ihor Slabicky

JAMESTOWN, R.I. – Much of America’s 
greatness is exemplified by its grassroots 
responses to global crises and events of 
world import. Since Russia launched its 
full-scale war on Ukraine in February, many 
local events in support of Ukraine have 
helped to raise awareness about the coun-
try and those affected by this invasion. One 
such event took place in the smallest state 
of the Union.

The Sunflower Family Festival, orga-
nized by the Jamestown Ukraine Relief 
Project, took place on August 27 on the 
grounds of Lawn Avenue School in 
Jamestown, R.I.

The festival drew an exceptionally large 
attendance. Besides attendees from 
Conanicut and Aquidneck Islands, the festi-
val attracted parishioners from the area 
Ukrainian churches, among them St. John 
the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Church in 
Fall River, Mass., and St. Michael Ukrainian 

Orthodox Church and St. Michael the 
Archangel Ukrainian Catholic Church, both 
in Woonsocket, R.I. There was food, fun and 
music for all.

The food tent featured delicious bar-
beque with a variety of fixings, all generous-
ly donated by Keane’s Wood Fired Catering 
of Cranston, R.I.  For the sweets-inclined, 
Sofia Kaczor provided puffy pampushky 
with a choice of fruit fillings. In the cultural 
tent, Viktoria Pinchuk and Olia Konarieva – 
both having arrived from Ukraine since 
February – displayed Ukrainian books and 
offered embroideries, pysanky, sunflower 
pins and plaited ribbons in gold and indigo. 
Christine Teper Charest demonstrated the 
art of pysanka making. In the children’s 
tent, face painting featured smiling chil-
dren, their faces bedecked with sunflowers, 
Ukrainian tridents and flags, all in colors of 
blue and yellow.

The highlight of the afternoon was the 
music program that ran throughout the festi-
val.  It opened with the choir of St. Michael’s 

Ukrainian Orthodox Church under the direc-
tion of Donna Eichorn. The group closed its 
performance with Mykola Lysen ko’s “Prayer 
for Ukraine.”  They were followed by the 
South County Rounders, a long-time Rhode 
Island bluegrass band featuring James-
towners Matt and Judy Bolles, together with 
Phil Smith and Chris Heinzmann.

The Ukrainian music featured Alina 
Kuzma in a solo performance on bandura.  
Her set included the upbeat Irish dance 
tune “The Star of the County Down” and 
ended with “Malanochka.”

With the stage reset, the Korinya Folk 
Band – originally formed in New York’s 
Hudson Valley – took the stage.  Featuring 
Sana Shepko on violin, Ms. Kuzma on per-
cussion and vocals, Zoya Shepko on accor-
dion and Nick Hladio on bass, the band has 
a worldwide following for their perfor-
mance of traditional Ukrainian folk music 
and songs.  Korinya has released two 
albums, and, among many other venues, 
has performed in Lviv and Toronto. In early 

August, they opened for the famed 
Ukrainian trio Dakha Brakha.

They began with the song “Hirki Slyozy 
Maty Lyiye,” and the tempos did not let up.  
In the middle of their set, it was “Ukrainian 
Dance School 101” with Ms. Kuzma teach-
ing basic dance steps to an enthusiastic 
audience.

The area in front of the stage was soon 
filled with eager students, young and adult, 
stepping to the lively tunes played by 
Korinya.  Following the performance, sever-
al dancers remained and danced through to 
the end of the concert; during the 
“Verkhovyna” medley, the group coalesced 
for an impromptu “Arkan.”

The funds raised by the festival have 
been slated for Razom for Ukraine and will 
support Ukraine-based work by several 
international humanitarian organizations. 
The Jamestown Ukraine Relief Project is 
also coordinating with statewide efforts to 
support Ukrainians who have recently 
arrived in Rhode Island.  

The Korinya Folk Band, made up of (from left to right) Sana Shepko, Alina Kuzma, 
Zoya Shepko and Nick Hladio, performed at the Sunflower Family Festival in 

Jamestown, R.I., on August 27.

Alex Kuzma

Christine Teper Charest demonstrated the art of making traditional Ukrainian Easter 
eggs (pysanky) during the Sunflower Family Festival in Jamestown, R.I., on August 27.

Ihor Slabicky
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Ukrainian American artist performs at Borderlight Festival in Cleveland
by Patricia Leebove

CLEVELAND, Ohio – Survival is a miracle, and celebra-
tion is a luxury. That is, to be alive and to honor those who 
have survived is a miracle, and to remember those who did 
not is a celebration.

In Ohio, where the city of Parma, located near Cleveland, 
acts as the sister city to Lviv, there was a small celebration 
of art called the Borderlight Festival.

A gathering of performance artists, musicians and 
actors from many traditions, countries, cultures and lan-
guages performed throughout the three-day festival in July 
in multiple locations throughout Cleveland. It was a cele-
bration of differences and of the things that make people 
the same.

Ukrainian American Nadia Tarnawsky was one such 
performer. She is a Fulbright researcher who, among her 
many other accomplishments, traveled extensively across 
Ukraine, most recently in 2017 and 2018 collecting tradi-
tional folk songs from elders and contemporaries to pre-
serve the art they make.

Her ongoing goal is to honor these traditions and con-
tinue to share them in her performances and her travels. 
Sometimes her performances take the shape of a full, 
scripted play. Sometimes she is onstage with world class 
musicians or performing with a vocal ensemble.

During her performance at the Borderlight Festival, Ms. 
Tarnawsky offered a simple presentation. Using just a 
chair, a sewing project in her hands, and wearing a sewing 
apron with her materials at her side, she sang songs of sur-
vival and about the preservation of love.

More tribute than performance, she offered an authen-
tic demonstration of traditional songs sung by women sit-
ting in a sewing circle – the only thing missing were her 
fellow singers.

It was a poignant message of what it sounds like when 
she sings alone, when the culture is broken because of 
outside forces, when the elders are gone, when there is no 
one to sing with, when traditions are lost and the circle of 
singers is broken.

While the performance was beautiful in its simplicity, 
the message from Ms. Tarnawsky included a rich tapestry 
of history, community and longing.

The first song, “The goose flew over the mountain” 
(Cherez horu huska letila), was a loving invitation to enjoy 
the cabbage cooked with pepper and offered with a sincere 
heart. It was a welcoming message to join heart and home.

As dozens of tiny sparrows cautiously accepted her 
invitation, all around the outdoor theater she created in 
downtown Cleveland the birds hopped at her sides and 
flitted around her feet. She offered a second song, “So long 
ago” (Oy davno, davno), about the passing of time and 
what is lost in it.

“Such a long time has passed since I was in my moth-
er’s home. … I break off the thorns of the wild roses, as a 
guest, now I go to my mother’s home. Will she come to get 
water in the orchard? She did not get water, she gathered 
tears,” Ms. Tarnawsky sang.

The third song, “Upon the sea” (Shcho y po moryu), 
was a song about two men who swam like swans upon 

(Continued on page 15)

While singing at the Borderlight Festival in Cleveland, 
Nadia Tarnawsky displayed a piece of embroidery she 
created during her performance noting that July 24 
marked five months since Russia’s war on Ukraine 

began.

Patricia Leebove
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Real Madrid’s Ukrainian goalkeeper 
Andriy Lunin decided against leaving the 
club on a loan and chose to fight for his spot 
with the club instead. Feeling comfortable 
and settled in the city, Lunin opted to con-
tinue his battle for regular minutes under 
head coach Carlo Ancelotti.

Lunin signed with Real Madrid back in 
2018, arriving from Ukraine’s Premier 
League club Zorya Luhansk. In his initial 
two years, he had loan stints with Leganes, 
Real Valladolid and Real Oviedo in Spain, 
but has remained with Real Madrid since 
the summer of 2020.

It took the 23-year-old until May to final-
ly make his first official appearance for his 

club in La Liga when he started against 
Atletico Madrid. Lunin has been featured in 
only five matches for Los Blancos thus far 
across all competitions with four of those 
appearances coming in 2021-2022.

Since Thibaut Courtois has seemingly 
established himself as the undisputed first-
string goalkeeper, Lunin was rumored to be 
unhappy at his lack of playing time and was 
reportedly seeking an exit. For their part, 
Real Madrid were willing to facilitate a loan 
move for the Ukrainian international after 
extending his contract this summer.

There was plenty of interest in Lunin the 
past several months, with English Premier 
League club West Ham United and La Liga’s 
Espanyol lodging inquiries regarding his 
availability on loan.

The decision is primarily based on the 
fact that Lunin and his family are comfort-
ably settled in Madrid and are not looking 
forward to leaving, especially since the 
goalie recently became a father. He is pre-
pared to battle and push Courtois to earn 
his minutes with Real Madrid in the coming 
season. This Ukrainian international is 
staying put.

Mykolenko proud of his father

Everton’s young Ukrainian star Vitaly 
Mykolenko revealed that his father is part 
of a military unit fighting Russian President 
Vladimir Putin’s invaders in Ukraine. The 
international defender joined the English 
Premier League club back in January from 
Dynamo Kyiv, weeks before Russia invaded 
his homeland.

He spoke with Britain’s The Mirror 
about the war in Ukraine before the July 29 

Match for Peace international friendly 
between his new club and his former team, 
revealing that his family was still in Kyiv 
where his father is a serviceman.

“I cannot explain why, how it has hap-
pened. We had a good life in Ukraine; we 
had a good country. My family is still in 
Ukraine, everyone – my uncle, my dad, my 
mother. They are OK. [My father] is military, 
but he is in Kyiv. He is working in a military 
unit, but he is not going to the east of 
Ukraine,” the 23-year-old said.

Mykolenko admitted that he worries 
“every day” about the well-being and safety 
of his family, adding that, “I am proud of him. 
I love them, my father, [and] my mother.”

Last season he embraced his fellow 
countryman, then-Manchester City player 
Oleksandr Zinchenko, when the two were 

on opposite sides of a Premier League 
match played on Everton’s home pitch two 
days after the Russian invasion. Both 
Ukrainian players were applauded by the 
two sets of fans, many of whom were flying 
Ukrainian flags.

“We had just a few words about our fam-
ilies. I told him about my father, about my 
mother, and he told me about his family. 
Before the game, I cried when I saw the pic-
tures [of the flags] in the stadium. It was so, 
so emotional,” Mykolenko said of his con-
versation with Zinchenko.

The July 29 charity pre-season match 
raised funds for humanitarian efforts in 
Ukraine. It was the latest in a series of 
peace games Dynamo Kyiv was playing 

by Ihor N. Stelmach

The Russian invasion has had a profound effect on virtu-
ally all sports in Ukraine. One athletic group that doesn’t 
immediately come to mind is the Ukrainian surf communi-
ty, which was progressing nicely and close to gaining inter-
national status before the full-scale war began on February 
24. Surfing is still in its infant stages in Ukraine, but it has 
become a part of Odesa’s city spirit. A big metropolis on the 
coast of the Black Sea, it is a prominent summer destina-
tion for Ukrainians.

The surfing clan consists of a small, but dedicated band 
of hardcore, cold water surfers who brave freezing temper-
atures in wetsuits, hoodies and boots. It is a challenge to 
surf with good waves only available in the winter. The 
weather is quite chilly and the waves are fast from wind-
swell rather than groundswell.

In the past several years the Ukrainian surf community 
began building some momentum. The Ukrainian Surfing 
Federation spurred on a group of enthusiasts who took 
trips to other countries in an effort to gain experience in 
the sport. In a short time, the community grew to the point 
where national surfing competitions popped up for serious 
surfers.

In 2018, the Ukrainian Surfing Federation was regis-
tered with the International Surfing Association (ISA). 
Ukraine made its debut at an ISA World Championship in 
May 2021 with significant fanfare. The hope was that surf-
ing in Ukraine would really develop.

The ISA’s 109th member nation sent three surfing ath-
letes to the 2021 World Surfing Games in El Salvador. 
There was additional hope that competing at this event 
would inspire a new wave of Ukrainian surfers. Momentum 
was building.

Then, February 24 saw Russia invade Ukraine, forcing a 
mass exodus of civilians into neighboring countries. 
Martial law was declared, prohibiting men between the 
ages of 18 and 60 from leaving the country.

A majority of the tight-knit Ukrainian surfing communi-

ty traded in their wetsuits for military garb, helping defend 
their homeland. The past four months in Odesa have been 
described as initially shocking, mostly calm for quite a 
while and lately bombs have been again heard in the dis-
tance. Ukraine’s air defense system manages to divert 
Russian rockets targeted for Odesa into the Black Sea.

Surfing enthusiasts can still see the local surf break, but 
they are unable to paddle out. It will be years before that 
can happen because of mines in the sea. For the Ukrainian 
Surfing Federation to continue its growth, it will have to be 
on breaks in other countries. It require that athletes take 
surf trips and participate in competitive surfing events on 
the shores of other nations.

Ukrainians hope to host a future national competition in 
a country like Portugal where the swell is easier to predict. 
But the priority these days is victory for Ukraine in their 
war against Russia. Surfers volunteer where needed with 
the military and any funds they earn or raise are ear-
marked for the Ukrainian armed forces.

Despite martial law and with the Ukrainian Ministry of 
Sport’s blessing, the Ukrainian Surfing Federation hopes to 
participate at this year’s ISA World Surfing Games in 
Huntington Beach, Calif., in September. This would bring a 
bit of normalcy to some lives as well as glory and exposure 
for Ukraine. Ukrainian athletes outside of Ukraine could 
join the cause and represent their homeland at the event 
while showing their dedication to their country.

Anastasiia Temirbek

Ukraine’s only female competitor at the 2021 ISA event 
was Anastasiia Temirbek, who finished fourth in her heat. 
She is originally from Mariupol, Ukraine, but presently is 
based in Bali. She is very passionate about representing 
her homeland after learning to surf when visiting surfing 
hotbeds Indonesia and the Maldives. Her advanced surfing 
skillset got her a spot on the Ukrainian surfing team.

She stressed that the main objective for Team Ukraine 
was to represent their country on the world stage. Despite 
having no ocean or the surfing experience found in 

Australia or the United States, the door has been opened 
for Ukrainian surfers to compete against the best in the 
world.

The first-ever female surfer to represent Ukraine, 
Temirbek moved to Bali to continue surf training on 
Jimbaran Beach during the pandemic over a year ago. After 
hearing of the Russian invasion, it became hard for her to 
practice her beloved sport knowing what was happening 
back home. Once she regained her focus on surfing, she 
found the ocean was her sanctuary, allowing her to heal. 
Seeing and feeling the waves breaking give her a sense of 
hope that the nightmare in Ukraine will eventually come to 
an end.

Yes, the war has for the time being stopped the develop-
ment of Ukrainian surfing, but it has not diminished the 
passion of the community of Ukrainian surfers all over the 
world.

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@sfgsports.com.

Surf ’s not up in Ukraine

Anastasiia Temirbek was the lone female surfer repre
senting Ukraine in 2021 at competitions organized by 

the International Surfing Association.

Facebook.com/Anastasiia Temirbek

Vitaly Mykolenko, seen in 2019 with Dynamo Kyiv, plays for England’s club Everton.

Andriy Yarmolenko, seen in 2019 with 
English club West Hampton, now plays 
for Al Ain of the United Arab Emirates 
after signing a oneyear deal with the 

club.

Wikipedia

Wikipedia

Lunin staying at Real Madrid

(Continued on page 15)
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September 24 Presentation, “The Ukrainian Experience in 1942 – An
New York Eightieth Year Retrospective,” Ukrainian Historical
 Encounter Series, Ukrainian Institute of America, 
 www.ukrainianinstitute.org or 212-288-8660

September 24 Potato bake and pig roast, Ukrainian Homestead,
Lehighton, PA  www.ukrhomestead.com or oseliaodwu@gmail.com

September 24 Ukrainian Festival, St. John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic
Whippany, NJ Church, Ukrainian American Cultural Center of New Jersey,
 www.uaccnj.org 

September 25 Exhibition soccer match to benefit Ukraine, “Legends for 
Philadelphia Peace,” Subaru Park Stadium, www.legendsforpeace.org

September 25 Presentation by Lubomyr Luciuk, “The Other War Against
Jenkintown, PA  Ukraine and Ukrainians: The Crippling Legacy of Soviet-era
 Disinformation in North America,” Shevchenko Scientific
 Society, Ukrainian Educational and Cultural Center, 
 www.ueccphila.org

September 25 80th birthday tribute concert to Yevhen Stankovych, 
New York Music at the Institute, Ukrainian Institute of America, 
 www.ukrainianinstitute.org or 212-288-8660 

September 25 Exhibit, “Ukraine 1933: A Cookbook. Linocuts by Mykola 
through Spring 2023 Bondarenko,” Ukrainian History and Education Center,
Somerset, NJ www.ukrhec.org 

September 28 Presentation, “Ukraine and its People,” New York Public 
New York Library, https://www.nypl.org/events/programs/2022/09/ 
 28/ukraine-and-its-people

October 12-15 23rd Sobor of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the
Somerset, NJ U.S.A., Ukrainian Cultural Center, www.uocofusa.org

October 13-15 Convention, Ukrainian American Veterans, Ukrainian
Jenkintown, PA Educational and Cultural Center, ezetick@gmail.com

October 22 Annual gala banquet, Ukrainian Institute of America,
New York www.ukrainianinstitute.org or 212-288-8660

October 23 Concert, “Lesya: Her Voice and Poetry Through Seven 
Jenkintown, PA  Strings,” Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus of North America, 
	 Ukrainian	National	Women’s	League	of	America,	The
 Abington Friends School, www.bandura.org or 215-663-1166

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

across Europe since the war began in 
February, the first held in the United 
Kingdom. Hundreds of Ukrainian refugees 
across Merseyside, England, were given 
free tickets to the match, which Everton 
won 3-0.

Yarmolenko honored to sign

It was the opportunity of an exciting, 
fresh challenge combined with Serhiy 
Rebrov’s influence that convinced 
Ukrainian Andriy Yarmolenko to join the Al 
Ain football club in hopes of helping the 
UAE champions to more titles in the 2022-
2023 season. In mid-July, the 32-year-old 
was announced as an Al Ain player, having 
signed a one-year contract with the club. 
The former Dynamo Kyiv and Borussia 
Dortmund winger, second all-time leading 
goal scorer for Ukraine’s national team, left 
West Ham United in June after four seasons 
in the English Premier League.

“To be honest , I’m so excited,” 
Yarmolenko told Al Ain’s official site as 
reported by The National on July 14. “For 
me, it’s an honor to be here. I’m happy to 
join the club. I want to learn new football, 
new religion. I want to meet new people, 
want to play with new teammates. Everyone 
needs to learn something new to improve.

“Of course, I was asking the manager 
about the club, and he said to me, ‘Listen, 
Andriy, everything here is the top level. If 
you move here, you will enjoy [it].’ And 
after this call I just said, ‘Ok, I want to move 
here and play here at this amazing stadi-
um.’ Looks great. I can’t wait to play here; 
going to help the team win titles, demon-
strate a great game.”

At Al Ain, Yarmolenko joins fellow 
Ukrainian Rebrov, who as manager guided 
the Garden City club to the Aduoc Pro 
League title last season in his debut cam-
paign in UAE football. Yarmolenko is famil-
iar with the former international striker, 
having won back-to-back Ukrainian League 
titles with Rebrov in the 2014-2015 and 
2015-2016 seasons at Dynamo Kyiv.

Rebrov, who signed a year’s extension 
with Al Ain through the conclusion of the 
2022-2023 season in June, is recognized as 
one of Ukraine’s finest ever soccer stars.

“For me he was an idol,” Yarmolenko 
admitted. “I know him. I know his style of 
football. I’m really happy to work with him 
again. I just want to promise to work hard, 
train hard – on this pitch I will give 100 
percent, and hopefully we’re going to win 
lots of titles.

“I would like to thank Serhiy Rebrov for 
his trust in my skills and being selected to 
be part of his team boosts my desire to 
spare no effort in assisting this great club 
and exhibit my genuine fighting spirit. As a 
matter of fact, when Serhiy Rebrov joined 
as the head coach of Al Ain, we Ukrainians 
were keen to search for the club, and we 
followed its news a lot, especially since 
Serhiy Rebrov is one of the football legends 
in my country.”

Yarmolenko sits third in his national 
team’s all-time list of appearances with 109 
caps, including competing at the European 
Championship in 2012, 2016 and 2020. His 
45 goals scored are second only to Andriy 
Shevchenko.

Al Ain FC is based in the city of Al Ain, 
Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates (UAE). Al 
Ain is by far the most successful football 
club in the UAE, having won a record 14 
UAE Pro League championships among 
many other titles. The club’s nickname is 
“The Boss.”

Kovalenko back with Spezia

In a return strongly desired by both par-
ties, Ukrainian Viktor Kovalenko has 
returned to Spezia on a temporary basis 
from Atalanta with a buy-back obligation if 
the Eagles decide to acquire him perma-
nently. The 26-year-old Ukrainian national 
was among the major contributors last sea-
son in Serie A with 26 appearances, 1 goal 
and 4 assists. He was able to energize the 
team’s fans with his superb technical quali-
ties and a high level of game vision.

An attacking midfielder or regular mid-
fielder, the dynamic Kovalenko grew up 
playing with Shakhtar Donetsk, where he 
dragged the U-19 side all the way to the 
Youth League final versus Chelsea. A mem-
ber of the first team at age 19, he was able 
to impose himself from his first games. 
During six seasons and 199 appearances 
for Shakhtar, including 28 in the Cham-
pions League, he scored 32 goals.

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@
sfgsports.com.

(Continued from page 14)
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the sea, asking brother moon to light the 
way to the widow’s home where her 
young daughter walks about her room 
brushing her hair.

Lastly, Ms. Tarnawsky sang of the wide 
fields beyond the forest, where the jack-
daws fly up to the sky and where young 
Zaporizhian kozak men would gladly 
return home if only they could find their 
way through the fog. The song calls out 
with hope to all young Kozak men for their 
return home.

Cleveland is a city made of generations 
of immigrants who have for the most part 
warmly welcomed people from various cul-
tures. The immigrant experience extends 
and binds many communities in the 
Cleveland area. No matter how long people 
have been here, the city respects the impor-
tance of the connections people have to 
their mother tongue, traditional cooking, 
holidays and celebrations that connect us 
to each other.

The city is also filled with those who 
appreciate the roots that bind people to 
their homeland, no matter where it might 
be, because so many Clevelanders are still 
connected to their own immigrant songs 
and stories. Even if the language and cul-
ture are not their own, they appreciate 
those connections and respect the deep 
need that all immigrants have to stay con-
nected to their people. In Cleveland, the 

war in Ukraine is not something far away 
and forgotten. It is a war that has deeply 
affected many people here.

Ukrainian flags fly all over the city and 
surrounding suburbs. Shop windows fly 
the flag and include signs that say “We 
Stand with Ukraine.”

The community here is raising money, 
sending goods to Ukraine and imploring 
local politicians to do more. There is not a 
day that goes by that this community is not 
heartbroken by what is happening to the 
Ukrainian people.

At the end of her performance, the audi-
ence of nearly all non-Ukrainian speakers 
applauded Ms. Tarnawsky’s talents and her 
love for the women who taught her these 
songs. She then brought out the piece she 
had been working on during the perfor-
mance – a simple embroidered piece not-
ing that July 24 marked five months since 
Russia’s war on Ukraine began. It was a 
final artistic statement understood by 
everyone in the audience.

The simple presentation from a beloved 
and talented artist was a powerful remind-
er of the call home. It was a reminder of the 
longing for quiet and of the luxury of a sim-
ple act; gathering with loved ones to share 
common traditions, and reaffirm the identi-
ty of a community, unbroken.

While Ms. Tarnawsky has dedicated her-
self to preserving the past, her work is 
imperative, now more than ever. As culture 
is being erased and circles of social connec-
tion are broken all over Ukraine, the desire 
for peace and longing for home remains.

(Continued from page 12)
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relationship with suppliers – ranging from 
unreliable suppliers such as Russia to reli-
able friends such as Norway.” This debate is 
going to continue well into the fall.

Sanctions with more teeth

Rather than just targeting states, the E.U. 
can target with sanctions any human rights 
abusers in the world – and they don’t have 
to be tied to one particular state. The E.U. 
first used these individual human rights 
sanctions back in 2021, when it imposed 
asset freezes and visa bans on a number of 
people from China, Eritrea, Libya, North 
Korea, South Sudan and Russia.

One of the main criticisms of the E.U. 
sanctions framework, however, was that 
corruption wasn’t a punishable violation. 
That’s unlike the U.S. Magnitsky Act, which 

has allowed Washington to target oligarchs, 
businessmen and officials in countries that 
it believed were involved in large-scale cor-
ruption.

Now, the European Commission will 
propose to the European Parliament that 
its sanctions are beefed up in a similar way 
to the Magnitsky Act. The question 
remains, however: Will it fly? Changing the 
sanctions legislation will require unanimity 
and it is doubtful whether that exists 
among the 27 E.U. member states at the 
moment. Hungary would almost certainly 
cry foul, having previously expressed reser-
vations about the sanctions regime and 
some of its listings.

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/eu-leyen-speech-
russia-enlargement/32034877.html).
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