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Lviv aims to build one of Europe’s largest  
rehabilitation centers for wounded soldiers

by Roman Tymotsko

LVIV – With the war raging many 
miles to the east, Lviv has undertaken a 
project to build what would become 
Europe’s largest rehabilitation center for 
wounded soldiers, many of whom often 
require complex surgeries and long-term 
rehabilitation.

The project, called Unbroken, will 
include construction of a modern reha-
bilitation center, known as the National 
Rehabilitation Center, in Lviv for wound-
ed soldiers that will be among the largest 
in Europe.

Since Russia launched its full-scale 
war on Ukraine in February, some 60,000 
people have received medical care in 
Lviv, according to the project’s official 
website.

“Our goal is to build one of the largest 
rehabilitation centers for the wounded in 
Lviv,” said the city’s mayor, Andriy 
Sadovyi.

During the first stage of the project’s 
development, six new surgical operating 
rooms and 180 beds for patients will be 

built on the current premises of the Lviv 
City Hospital. The next step will include 
construction of a 25,000-square-meter 
(270,000-square-foot) rehabilitation cen-
ter that will be outfitted with modern 
medical equipment. 

Mr. Sadovyi emphasized that the 
Unbroken rehabilitation center will be 
made up of multiple buildings.

“Our task is to create an ecosystem. 
People who receive help here must live 
somewhere and comfortably get to the 
medical facility. We will also build a tram 
track from the city center to the hospital,” 
Mr. Sadovyi said.

The National Rehabilitation Center 
will be able to treat more than 50,000 
patients and perform more than 10,000 
surgeries annually.

The center will cost $76 million, and 
$2 million has already been raised. Then 
companies ATB, Symphony Solutions, 
Space Art, PZU Ukraine Group and the 
Embassy of Switzerland in Ukraine vol-
unteered to support the project.

RFE/RL

Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy on September 21 demanded that 
a special United Nations tribunal impose 
“just punishment” on Russia for its invasion 
of Ukraine in a video address to the U.N. 
General Assembly just hours after U.S. 
President Joe Biden said Moscow “shame-
lessly violated the core tenets” of the U.N. 
Charter with its “brutal, needless war.”

In his pre-recorded address to world 
leaders, the Ukrainian president demanded 

Russia be punished “for trying to steal our 
territory” and “for the murders of thou-
sands of people.” He said there also should 
be financial penalties and Moscow should 
be stripped of its veto power in the U.N. 
Security Council.

“A crime has been committed against 
Ukraine, and we demand just punishment,” 
said Mr. Zelenskyy, who is the only world 
leader permitted to address the General 
Assembly in a pre-recorded video message.

Zelenskyy demands U.N. punish Russia for invasion  
as Biden calls Moscow’s behavior affront to U.N. Charter

(Continued on page 8)

by Mark Raczkiewycz

KYIV – Russia’s debacle to conquer 
Ukraine after almost seven months of war 
has prompted Kremlin autocrat Vladimir 
Putin to push through legislative changes 
and announce a troop call-up of 300,000 
reservists in what is seen as an embarrass-
ment to his military.

On the morning of September 22, Mr. 
Putin gave a postponed 14-minute live tele-
vision announcement from the previous 
day during which he tried to justify the 
draft while issuing a veiled nuclear threat 
toward Ukraine and the West.

It is the country’s largest troop call up 
since World War II in what is the biggest 
armed conflict since that time on the 
European continent.

Citing his country’s military doctrine, 
the Kremlin dictator said “it’s not a bluff” 
with regard to using all the means at his 
disposal, including nuclear weapons.

His defense minister, Sergei Shoigu, con-
firmed that up to 300,000 reservists would 
be called up to “hold the line at the front” 

while the recent legislative amendments 
loosely allow Moscow to draft as many peo-
ple as needed.

Moscow’s mobilization is estimated to 
be “50 percent higher than Russia’s esti-

Putin calls up more troops in sign of  
desperate attempt to subjugate Ukraine

(Continued on page 10)

Ternopil native Kateryna Polishchuk 
(left), 21, a paramedic who took part in 
the defense of Mariupol in Donetsk 
Oblast, was among the 215 Ukrainian 
service personnel released on September 
22 in Turkey during a prisoner exchange 
that included 55 Russians, most of whom 

were military personnel.

General Staff of the Armed Forces of Ukraine

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy (on screen) addresses the United Nations 
General Assembly via video on September 21.

U.N. Photo/Cia Pak

More possible war crimes 
uncovered as Kyiv forces 

liberate additional territory

(Continued on page 11)

by Askold Krushelnycky

IZIUM, Ukraine – A dreadful, gruesome 
smell of death now hovers here. It clings to 
clothes for days. Even after leaving the city, 
the memory of it lingers for days and 
haunts the imagination.

At a forest clearing near the edge of this 
city, that unmistakable smell foretold the 
dead found buried in graves in Izium, one 
of the largest towns liberated from Russian 
occupation by Ukrainian forces in a spec-
tacular counter-offensive earlier this month 
in the country’s northeast.

Townspeople took Ukrainian soldiers 
and police to the sea of graves containing 
the victims of the Kremlin’s aggression 
since Russian forces besieged Izium in the 
early spring, pummeling it with merciless 
shellfire. They then occupied it until aban-
doning it in a headlong flight as Ukrainian 
forces advanced on September 9-11.

Serhiy Bolivnov, head of the investigative 
department of the Kharkiv regional police, 
said they had found 445 graves marked 

with individual crosses. Each grave con-
tained at least one body. They seemed to be 
mostly civilian men, women and children 
killed by Russian shelling and air attacks as 
Moscow’s troops fought for control of the 
city.

However, he said there were also mass 
graves where excavations had only just 
begun and revealed what seemed to be the 
bodies of Ukrainian soldiers, some bearing 
signs of torture before death.

He pointed to a man’s corpse with hands 
roped behind his back pulled from a mass 
grave.

“We view this as evidence of torture. 
Every examination is recorded on video 
and you can see that as every corpse is 
being removed two medical and legal 
experts are present, as well as a represen-
tative of the prosecutor general’s office and 
Ukrainian war crimes investigators,” Mr. 
Bolivnov said.

Other corpses had blue and yellow rib-

Izium residents recall horrors of Russian occupation 
following city’s liberation by Ukrainian forces

(Continued on page 9)
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Pope calls Ukrainians ‘noble’ people

Pope Francis has called Ukrainians a 
“noble” people being martyred as they are 
subjected to savageness, monstrosities and 
torture amid Russia’s unprovoked invasion 
of their country. Pope Francis did not name 
Russia in his remarks on September 21 at 
the end of his general audience on St. 
Peter’s Square. He told the crowd of a con-
versation he had the previous day with 
Cardinal Konrad Krajewski, his charity 
chief who is delivering aid in Ukraine. 
According to Vatican media, the cardinal, 
who is Polish, had to run and take cover 
after coming under light gunfire last week 
while delivering aid with a Catholic bishop, 
a Protestant bishop and a Ukrainian soldier. 
The cardinal also visited mass graves out-
side Izium in northeast Ukraine. “He (the 
cardinal) told me of the pain of these peo-
ple, the savage acts, the monstrosity, the 
tortured bodies they find. Let us unite with 
these people, so noble and martyred,” Pope 
Francis said. Ukrainian officials said last 
week that they had found 440 bodies bur-
ied in a forest near Izium, a town in north-
eastern Ukraine recaptured from Russian 
forces. They said most of the dead were 
civilians, some with their hands tied behind 
their backs.  President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy called it proof of war crimes. The 
Kremlin, which has denied all charges of 
rights violations and crimes by its invading 
forces in Ukraine, rejected allegations of 
such abuses in the Kharkiv region, where 
Izium is located, calling them a “lie.” Of the 
111 civilian bodies exhumed by September 
21, four showed signs of torture, Serhiy 
Bolvinov, the head of investigative police in 
the Kharkiv region, told Reuters at the buri-
al ground. (RFE/RL, based on reporting by 
Reuters)

Ukraine announces release of 215 prisoners

Ukraine has announced the release of 
215 of its soldiers, including fighters who 
led the defense of Mariupol’s Azovstal 
steelworks, in exchange for 55 Russian 
prisoners. Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy announced the prisoner release 
in his nightly address on September 21. Mr. 
Zelenskyy said five military commanders, 
including leaders of the defense of Azovstal 

earlier this year, were taken to Turkey as 
part of an operation prepared in advance 
and agreed with Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan. The released prisoners 
will remain in Turkey “in total security and 
in comfortable conditions” until the end of 
the war, Mr. Zelenskyy added. Among the 
55 prisoners turned over to Russia is Viktor 
Medvedchuk, a former Ukrainian lawmaker 
and ally of Russian President Vladimir 
Putin, Mr. Zelenskyy said. Mr. Medvedchuk 
had been held under house arrest since 
May of 2021 on charges of treason and ter-
rorism financing. Mr. Zelenskyy had previ-
ously proposed swapping Mr. Medvedchuk 
for prisoners of war being held by Russian 
forces. The swap is the biggest exchange 
between the two sides since the start of 
Russia’s invasion in February. “We have 
managed to liberate 215 people,” the 
Ukrainian presidency’s chief of staff Andriy 
Yermak announced on Ukrainian television. 
Mr. Yermak said 108 of them were fighters 
of the Azov Regiment. Mr. Yermak said the 
exchange of prisoners took place in several 
stages and in different locations. Ten pris-
oners of war, including five Britons and two 
Americans who were transferred from 
Russia to Saudi Arabia earlier, were part of 
the swap, Mr. Zelenskyy said. Mr. Erdogan 
told U.S. broadcaster PBS on September 19 
that Russia and Ukraine had agreed to 
swap 200 prisoners but gave no details. 
Mariupol, a port city on the Sea of Azov in 
southeastern Ukraine, withstood weeks of 
relentless Russian bombardment as resis-
tance fighters and some civilians remained 
in a network of underground tunnels at the 
Azovstal steel plant. Ukrainian forces, 
including members of the Azov Regiment, 
in May ended the weeks-long siege by 
agreeing to surrender. Around 2,500 com-
batants were taken captive by Moscow’s 
forces after calling a halt to their resistance. 
Some of the prisoners were part of an 
exchange that took place in June. Of the 144 
freed then, 95 were Azovstal defenders. An 
attack on a prison complex in July in an 
area of the Donetsk region in eastern 
Ukraine that is under Russia-backed sepa-
ratist control killed dozens of Ukrainian 
prisoners of war, reportedly including 

(Continued on page 11)
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by Pavel K. Baev
Eurasia Daily Monitor

Samarkand did not go well for Russian 
President Vladimir Putin. The Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization (SCO) summit 
hosted by Uzbekistan in the ancient city 
gathered many leaders of various Eurasian 
states, from Belarus to Mongolia. But it was 
Putin’s meeting with Chinese Chairman 
(the title Putin addresses him with) Xi 
Jinping that was of crucial importance for 
the Russian leader. Just a week prior, Putin 
attended an economic forum in Vladivostok 
and was encouraged by the message of Li 
Zhanshu, chairman of the National People’s 
Congress (most probably outgoing after the 
20th National Congress of Chinese 
Communist Party next month), who 
praised the strong dynamics of the 
Chinese-Russian strategic partnership 
(Kremlin.ru, September 7). The meeting 
with Mr. Xi, for which Putin had to go to the 
Chinese delegation’s hotel, was a visibly 
stern affair (Izvestiya, September 15). The 
readout of opening statements showed that 
Mr. Xi was concise and noncommittal, while 
Putin felt obliged to mention Chinese 
“questions and concerns” regarding the 
Ukraine crisis (Kremlin.ru, September 15).

The primary difference between these 
two events was the shocking defeat deliv-
ered to the Russian army by the Ukrainian 
offensive in the Kharkiv region. The front 
lines have stabilized anew, but the political 
resonance from the rout, which the Russian 
Defense Ministry tried to explain away as 
merely a “regrouping,” accounts for the 

decisive turn in the course of the high-
intensity war (Novayagazeta.eu, September 
13). The weakness of the motley Russian 
forces – comprised of depleted regular bat-
talions, gangs of Wagner mercenaries and 
companies of conscripts from the Donetsk 
and Luhansk regions – has been rudely 
exposed, so much so that Ukrainian com-
mand keeps probing vulnerable points for 
the next breakthrough (Nezavisimaya 
Gazeta, September 15). Russian “patriotic” 
bloggers claim that without a mass mobili-
zation the “special military operation” will 
be doomed to a humiliating defeat. 
Nevertheless, the Kremlin has good rea-
sons to assume that public opinion remains 
indifferently supportive of the war insofar 
as life in Moscow and St. Petersburg contin-
ues “as normal,” minus the subversive rock 
concerts and theater productions (Meduza, 
September 13).

At the press conference in Samarkand, 
Putin made every pretense of controlling 
the execution of military operations and 
continuing the offensive push in the 
Donbas, but this denial of the difficult reali-
ty on the battleground reassured neither 
the perturbed Russian elite nor the dis-
pleased Chinese leadership (Svoboda, 
September 16). The self-congratulatory 
talk about expansion of economic ties does 
not quite hide the fact that only coopera-
tion in trade has increased, mostly because 
of price increases on commodities; invest-
ments are stagnant, and hopes that China 
would deliver the Russian economy from a 

by Kseniya Kirillova
Eurasia Daily Monitor

Despite unprecedented repression by 
the Russian authorities against anyone who 
doubts the necessity of President Vladimir 
Putin’s war in Ukraine, more citizens are 
finding the courage to speak out.

At the beginning of September, a group 
of deputies representing St. Petersburg’s 
Smolninsky district appealed to members 
of the Russian State Duma to charge Putin 
with state treason and remove him from 
office due to the so-called “special military 
operation” in Ukraine. The municipal depu-
ties noted that the Russian president’s 
actions led to results directly opposite to 
the goals of the “special military operation” 
– namely, the destruction of the Russian 
army’s combat capabilities, harm to the 

economy and citizens of Russia and the 
expansion of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO) (Twitter.com/
Dmitry_Palyuga, September 7).

The authors of the appeal were immedi-
ately summoned by the police and charged 
with “discrediting the Russian army” 
(Sever Realii, September 9). This time, the 
authorities did not limit themselves to the 
persecution of individuals. A few days after 
the appeal, the Smolninsky District Court 
of St. Petersburg, at the request of the pros-
ecutor’s office, ruled on the “inaction” of 
the entire council of municipal deputies. 
Now, in accordance with the law, the gover-
nor of St. Petersburg can submit a bill to 
the Legislative Assembly of the city to dis-
solve the council (Current Time TV, 
September 13). Meanwhile, the deputies 
themselves confirm that their initiative has 
found widespread support in their own 
city and in Moscow (Golosameriki.com, 
September 13).

Another resonant event was the appeal 
of the famous singer, considered in Russia 
to be the country’s main pop star, Alla 
Pugacheva to Putin. In it, she not only 
declared solidarity with her husband, artist 
Maxim Galkin who was declared a “foreign 
agent,” but also opposed the death of 
Russians “for illusory goals that make our 
country an outcast and make life difficult 
for our citizens” (RBC.ua, September 18).

Obviously, fearing popular unrest, the 
Russian authorities are trying to strengthen 

Russia faces cold reception  
at Eurasian summit in Samarkand

Failure in Ukraine increases Moscow’s  
repression and citizens’ distrust
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Correction
The story “UNA holds 40th Regular 

Convention, elects new president and 
Corporate Board of Directors,” published 
in the May 29 issue of The Ukrainian 
Weekly reported that the Nominations 
Committee had a budget of $5,000. The 
$5,000 budgeted was for specific expenses 
(e.g., advertising and such to be used in the 
search for candidates), but not for the 
background checks, which were an addi-
tional expense. The story also did not men-
tion a speaker at the convention banquet: 
Marie Duplak, executive secretary of the 
Ukrainian Congress Committee of America.
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Amid setbacks in Ukraine, Putin moves toward escalation and raises threat level. Is it a bluff?

‘More than just a singer’: Russia takes notice as pop-culture icon Pugacheva crosses Kremlin

by Todd Prince
RFE/RL

Russian President Vladimir Putin is tak-
ing steps to escalate the invasion of Ukraine 
and his standoff with Kyiv and the West, 
including a “partial mobilization” that he 
announced on September 21, following a 
stunning military setback in Kharkiv that 
has sparked nationalist backlash at home 
and raised the prospect of defeat.

After months of reported delays, the 
Kremlin-designated leaders of Ukrainian 
regions that are partially controlled by 
Russian forces abruptly announced on 
September 20 that they will hold so-called 
referendums on joining Russia from 
September 23-27, even as fighting rages.

The statements came as the Kremlin-
controlled Russian parliament quickly 
passed amendments that stiffened punish-
ments for soldiers who surrender, desert or 
refuse to fight during a period of mobiliza-
tion or martial law. The words “mobiliza-
tion” and “martial law” were added to the 
law for the first time.

The next morning, Putin said that a 
mobilization affecting “only citizens who 
are currently in the reserve … and primarily 
those who served in the armed forces [and] 
have a certain military specialty and rele-
vant experience” would begin immediately.

The moves may be part of a Kremlin 
plan to start recasting Russia’s so-called 
“special military operation” in Ukraine as a 
war, a word it has essentially banned, and 

ratchet up threats – including nuclear 
saber-rattling – amid growing concern over 
Ukraine’s advances in the east.

Putin swiftly dialed up the nuclear threat 
in his address aired on September 21, say-
ing that Russia would use all the means at 
its disposal to protect its territory. “This is 
not a bluff,” Putin added.

The votes that Russia is organizing in 
Ukraine’s Donetsk, Luhansk, Kherson and 
Zaporizhia regions add an important new 
twist to that threat. They have been widely 
condemned abroad as illegal – they are 
being imposed on a foreign country during 
a war initiated by the nation that is holding 
them – and there are fears that Ukrainians 
will be forced to support joining Russia.

But Putin, who turns 70 next month, 
could use the referendums to turn his inva-
sion on its head, claiming that “Russian” 
territory is now under attack and partly 
occupied by Ukrainian forces, analysts said.

“Foreign troops crossing Russia’s bor-
ders – even if the border has just moved – 
will be used by Putin to justify … moving 
toward mobilization, targeting Ukrainian 
sites it had previously avoided [and] mak-
ing its nuclear threats less abstract,” 
Aleksandr Baunov, an analyst at the 
Carnegie Endowment for International 
Peace, wrote on Twitter on September 20, 
after the referendum announcements but 
before Putin’s address was aired.

“Moscow hopes that that distinction will 
make the conflict more legitimate in the 
eyes of ordinary Russians,” he wrote.

Dara Massicot, a military analyst at the 
Washington-based think tank RAND 
Corporation, said the Kremlin is hoping to 
spark fear in Kyiv and those Western 
nations whose military support has been 
critical to Ukraine’s battlefield success.

“They hope annexation shocks the [inter-
national] system, and their nuclear threats 
over ‘Russian territory’ will compel a cease-
fire, or slow down support for Ukraine,” Ms. 
Massicot wrote on Septem ber 20.

The United States and its Western allies 
have been concerned about provoking 
Russian military escalation even prior to its 
invasion, and the pace of military aid to 
Ukraine has frequently caused consterna-
tion in Kyiv.

The Kremlin’s latest moves underscore 
Putin’s concerns over his hold on power if 
he loses the war, said Rob Lee, a military 
analyst.

Also writing before Putin’s address was 
aired, Mr. Lee said Putin faces the question: 
“What is the bigger risk for him: mobiliza-
tion, use of tactical nuclear weapons or los-
ing the Donbas and other occupied areas of 
Ukraine?”

Putin’s announcement of a “partial 
mobilization” suggests he is still trying to 
hedge and to keep his options open – some-
thing analysts say he does very often when 
presented with a dilemma.

Ukrainian victories

The Kremlin’s latest moves come as 
Ukrainian forces push ahead with their 

lightning counteroffensive in the northeast 
and amid mounting complaints at home 
over the Russian military’s poor perfor-
mance.

Ukraine’s military routed Russian forces 
in the Kharkiv region earlier this month, 
taking back large swaths of territory and 
dealing another embarrassing blow to the 
Russian military following the sinking of 
the flagship of its Black Sea Fleet and the 
partial destruction of a major navy air base 
on Crimea.

The speed of Ukraine’s counteroffensive 
angered Russian nationalists, who have 
stepped up their criticism of the Kremlin’s 
war effort. They have called on Putin to 
declare a general mobilization, bomb 
Ukraine’s civilian infrastructure and even 
deploy nuclear weapons.

Putin launched the unprovoked invasion 
of Ukraine on February 24 under the belief, 
analysts say, that Russian forces would cap-
ture Kyiv within days and install a pro-Mos-
cow government. He staked Russia’s econo-
my on the gambit, knowing Western 
nations would impose additional sanctions.

By most accounts, he seriously underes-
timated the capability of the Ukrainian mili-
tary, the unity of Ukrainians and their 
determination to maintain independence 
and the resolve of the West.

Now, with the war about to enter its 
eighth month and with Ukraine on the 
march, Russia is on the verge of relinquish-

by Robert Coalson
RFE/RL

“Now the average Russian must make an 
uncomfortable choice,” journalist and 
prominent YouTube personality Ivan 
Yakovina wrote on Facebook on September 
18. “Who’s the hero and who’s the villain? 
And the answer is far from clear.”

Mr. Yakovina’s comment came in the 
wake of a stunning statement by legendary 
Russian pop diva Alla Pugacheva denounc-
ing Russia’s war in Ukraine as “causing the 
deaths of our boys for illusory goals and 
making our country a pariah” and asking 
the Justice Ministry to include her on its list 
of so-called foreign agents. Within days, Ms. 
Pugacheva’s post had racked up three-
quarters of a million likes and more than 
100,000 largely supportive comments.

Ms. Pugacheva issued the statement two 
days after Moscow included her husband, 
popular comedian Maksim Galkin, on the 
foreign agent list for allegedly conducting 
political activities on behalf of Kyiv and 
receiving funds from Ukraine. He and sup-
porters say he was designated because of 
his own criticism of the war.

Ms. Pugacheva, who has been a house-
hold name in Russia and throughout the 
former Soviet bloc since the 1970s, has 
become the most prominent and beloved 
cultural figure to speak out against the war 
and President Vladimir Putin’s leadership. 
Her statement lit up the Russian-language 
internet, with hashtags related to the con-
troversy still trending days later.

“Her statement was not, of course, 
aimed at the opposition or at those who 
have been fighting against the regime,” said 
music and cultural critic Artemy Troitsky. 
“It was aimed at her core audience, at peo-
ple aged 40-80 who remember and love the 

Soviet Union and, of course, remember and 
love and know in great detail Alla 
Pugacheva, who is now undoubtedly the 
No. 1 Soviet personality in Russia.”

That audience, Mr. Troitsky said, num-
bers in the tens of millions.

“I think she is the most well-known 
Russian citizen of all, excepting maybe 
Putin himself,” he added. “Of course, the 
opinion of this citizen on this topic is of 
interest to a great many Russians and is 
extremely important.”

‘The Pugacheva era’

A joke has been making the rounds in 
recent days in which a person asks about 
the longtime leader of the Soviet Union, 
“Who was Leonid Brezhnev?” The answer: 
“He was a minor political figure of the 
Pugacheva era.”

In 1976, Ms. Pugacheva sang several 
songs on the soundtrack of the classic 
Soviet film “The Irony of Fate,” which to this 
day is aired every New Year’s Eve and 
watched by large audiences across Russia 
and in some other former Soviet republics. 
The following year, she appeared in the film 
“The Woman Who Sings,” the soundtrack of 
which sold 55 million copies.

The 73-year-old has numerous state 
awards, including People’s Artist of the 
Soviet Union and three Orders of Merit for 
the Fatherland, the most recent bestowed 
in 2009 by then President Dmitry 
Medvedev to mark her 60th birthday.

For many Russians, Mr. Troitsky added, 
Ms. Pugacheva’s statement is more real and 
more personal than whatever they may 
have heard about Ukraine’s recent success-
ful counteroffensive or the setbacks and 
retreats of the Russian military. Those 
events, he said, “are totally abstract and dis-
tant and, in fact, most [Russians] haven’t 

even heard about them because they get 
information only from official media.”

“Alla Pugacheva’s is a much more serious 
story for the mass of the public,” he said.

“Alla Borisovna is much more than just a 
singer,” said political consultant Stanislav 
Belkovsky, using Ms. Pugacheva’s name and 
patronymic. “Without a doubt. Alla 
Borisovna is a legend.”

Taking on a star

The Kremlin made a major miscalcula-
tion, several social-media commentators 
argued, by slapping the foreign-agent des-
ignation on Mr. Galkin, whose comments 
against the war on Ukraine have been rela-
tively low-profile and unnoticed.

“A Putin bureaucrat thinks first and last 
about what will please the boss, Vladimir 
Putin,” said Mr. Belkovsky, who used to 

advise Putin’s presidential administration. 
“They don’t think about how an attack on a 
popular figure might have a negative effect 
on [Putin’s] popularity or on the stability of 
his political machine.”

Although Mr. Galkin, who is 27 years 
younger than Ms. Pugacheva, is not nearly 
as popular as his wife, he also appeals to a 
core Russian demographic that has so far 
largely maintained a willful ignorance 
about the war and about Putin’s harsh 
crackdown on dissent in which the state 
has used increasingly restrictive foreign-
agent laws and new legislation against “dis-
crediting the armed forces.”

“Now it will be very convenient to 
explain to your relatives in the provinces 
what a ‘foreign agent’ is,” the Gorod Glypov 
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   FOR THe ReCORd
U.S. State Department issues statement  

on Kremlin troop mobilization
The following statement was released 

by the U.S. State Department on 
September 21.  It was attributed to U.S. 
Secretary of State Antony Blinken.

[Russian] President [Vladimir] Putin’s 
call to partially mobilize Russian citizens, 
directing them to fight in Ukraine, reflects 
the Kremlin’s struggles on the battlefield, 
the unpopularity of the war and 
Russians’ unwillingness to fight in it. 
President Putin is not operating from a 
position of strength; rather, this is anoth-
er sign of his failing mission. We have 

every confidence that the people of 
Ukraine will continue to demonstrate 
resolve and bravery on the battlefield in 
support of their sovereignty and inde-
pendence.

The United States, our allies and part-
ners in the international community con-
demn Russia’s brutal war against 
Ukraine, and we continue to stand with 
Ukraine and its people. Together, we have 
provided Ukraine consistent, significant 
support for its defense, and we will con-
tinue that steadfast support for the 
Ukrainian people for as long as it takes.

(Continued on page 7)

(Continued on page 8)
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No game changer: Russian mobilization may slow, not stop, Ukrainian offensive
by Todd Prince

RFE/RL

The Kremlin’s aim to mobilize up to 
300,000 men to fight in Ukraine faces sig-
nificant obstacles and – even if achieved – 
may not prevent Russia from losing more 
ground or losing the war, analysts said.

Russian President Vladimir Putin 
announced the “partial mobilization,” due to 
start immediately, in an address broadcast 
to the nation on September 21, nearly eight 
months after he launched a large-scale inva-
sion that he apparently believed would 
bring Kyiv to its knees within a few days.

Instead, the call-up effort comes as 
Ukrainian forces push ahead with a coun-
teroffensive in the east that has laid bare 
Russia’s lack of manpower and other mili-
tary shortcomings along a front that 
extends hundreds of kilometers.

Mobilization “may extend the Russian 
ability to sort of sustain this war but does 
not change the overall trajectory and out-
come,” Michael Kofman, a military analyst 
and head the Russia Studies Program at the 
U.S.-based think tank CNA, said in an online 
discussion on September 21.

Rob Lee, a military expert and senior fel-
low at the U.S.-based Foreign Policy 
Research Institute’s Eurasia Program, said 
that the mobilization might solve the man-
power problem “for a few months” but that 
it is not a long-term solution.

“I still think Ukraine has a lot of advan-
tages going forward,” he said.

Putin said the “partial mobilization” 
would be limited to members of the mili-
tary reserves, especially those who have 

combat experience or special skill sets.
In an interview later on September 21, 

Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu 
said the military would seek to conscript 
up to 300,000 reservists in phases.

Members of Russia’s military reserves 
began receiving notices on September 20 to 
appear for two-week training sessions 
starting later this month.

‘A notional figure’

Analysts immediately cast doubt on 
Russia’s ability to conscript, train, feed and 
equip such a large force anytime soon.

Mark Hertling, the former commander 
of U.S. Army forces in Europe, said in a 
tweet that it would be “extremely difficult” 
to mobilize 300,000 people, while Mr. 
Kofman dismissed it as a “notional figure.”

Dara Massicot, a military analyst at the 
RAND Corporation, a Washington-based 
think tank, said the Russian Defense 
Ministry had let its mobilization system 
“fall apart” for years because it did not 
expect to fight a large-scale land war again.

“They will not be able to do this [mobili-
zation] well. The system structurally can-
not” handle it, she said in a tweet.

Russia has more than 2 million former 
conscripts and contract servicemen in 
reserve “on paper,” according to the 
Institute for the Study of War.

However, it said that few of them are 
actively trained or prepared for war. In the 
United States, members of the military 
reserves must take part in monthly drills 
and a two-week annual training.

Meanwhile, Mr. Kofman said there is a 
natural limit to how many soldiers Russia 

can deploy to Ukraine at any one time.
“No matter how many personnel they 

mobilize – whatever number you may 
imagine it to be – the Russian military is 
actually quite constrained in the number of 
troops it can sustain and command in the 
theater of military operations,” Mr. Kofman 
said.

Botched invasion

Putin ordered some of Russia’s best forc-
es to invade Ukraine on February 24 under 
the apparent assumption that they would 
be greeted as liberators – one of several 
deeply misguided expectations that 
stemmed from bad intelligence and other 
factors.

Ukrainian forces put up fierce resistance, 
inflicting serious losses on Russia’s military. 
In early August, before Ukraine’s counterof-
fensive in the east, a Pentagon official esti-
mated that 70,000 to 80,000 Russian sol-
diers had been killed or wounded.

Russia tried to raise fresh forces this 
summer by offering volunteers who agreed 
to sign short-term contracts monthly sala-
ries far above the national average.

The campaign failed to attract a signifi-
cant number of volunteers, demonstrating 
the lack of interest among Russians in fight-
ing in Ukraine, and – following Kyiv’s 
advances this month – prompting Putin to 
launch a mobilization drive, albeit labeled a 
partial one, after months of hesitancy driv-
en by political concerns.

While the state has tightened the screws 
on dissent for years and clamped down 
even harder since the invasion, Russians in 
Moscow, St. Petersburg, Yekaterinburg and 
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   FOR THe ReCORd
Transatlantic Task Force for Ukraine urges Congress  

to expeditiously approve $11.7 billion in Ukraine assistance
The Transatlantic Task Force for 

Ukraine issued the following statement on 
September 19.

The Transatlantic Task Force for 
Ukraine (TTFU) strongly urges the U.S. 
Congress to swiftly pass additional mili-
tary and economic aid for Ukraine to help 
defend its sovereignty and territorial 
integrity and, by doing so, enhance U.S. 
and transatlantic security and restore the 
rules-based international order. On 

September 2, the Biden administration 
requested nearly $11.7 billion in critically 
needed assistance for Ukraine that along 
with support from other partners will be 
needed as Russia’s unrelenting war con-
tinues and Ukraine’s conflict-impacted 
economy, critical infrastructure and ener-
gy sector face significant challenges. The 
discovery of mass graves in the city of 
Izium after its liberation from Russian 
occupation, and the overwhelming 
destruction of civilian buildings and infra-

structure perpetrated by Russia’s military 
there and in other Ukrainian cities, again 
highlight the depravity and the threats 
posed by [Russian President] Vladimir 
Putin and Russia.   

We applaud Congress for its unflinch-
ing support for Ukraine and its unprece-
dented, historic bipartisan passage of the 
$40 billion assistance package for Ukraine 
signed into law on May 21. This package, 

(Continued on page 6)

other cities protested in the streets follow-
ing Putin’s announcement, some urging 
him to go fight himself. More than 1,300 
people were detained.

Many young Russians have left the coun-
try since the invasion and more sought to 
get out on September 21, with plane ticket 
prices soaring as demand increased.

“Thousands of Russian men – our 
fathers, brothers and husbands – will be 
thrown into the meat grinder of the war,” 
said Vesna, a Russian opposition move-
ment that called for protests. “What will 
they be dying for? What will mothers and 
children be crying for?”

Low morale

While mobilization could help address 
Russia’s manpower problem in the coming 
months, its military also suffers from a lack 
of professional soldiers, leaders and train-
ers, as well as low morale, experts said.

“When we talk about manpower, it’s not 
just quantity that is important. It’s about 
how well trained are these soldiers, how 
much unit cohesion do they have, what is 
the morale – all these kinds of intangible 
things factor into how useful units are,” Mr. 
Lee said.

“This war is going to be increasingly 
fought by volunteers on the Ukrainian side 
who are motivated and who have morale. 
On the Russian side we are going to see a 
larger and larger share of people who don’t 
want to be there,” he said.

Ukrainian conscripts and volunteers are 
undergoing more professional training by 
British forces and “that is only going to 
become more important over time,” he said.

Many Russian officers who train reserv-
ists were sent to the front earlier this year 
as replacements or to lead additional forc-
es, raising questions about who will pre-
pare and lead the newly mobilized men, 
analysts said.

Ms. Massicot said it could take Russia’s 
military “months to a year” to create a 
well-trained armored unit that stands a 
chance in the largest war in Europe since 
World War II.

Russia rushed the newly created 3rd 
Army Corps into the Kharkiv region in late 
August after about a month of training. It 
was quickly routed by Ukrainian forces.

Experts said Russia is likely to send the 
first group of recruits to the front lines, 
where some of its fighting units are at half 
capacity.

(Continued on page 15)
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Young UNA’ers

Jacob Michael Carroll, son of Rachel and Kevin Carroll 
of Bay Village, Ohio, is a new member of UNA Branch 
112. He was enrolled by his great grandmother, Alice 

Olenchuk.

Lyla Marie Bivaletz, daughter of Casey and Ed Bivaletz, 
of Clifton, N.J., is a new member of UNA Branch 171.  
She was enrolled by her grandfather, Tom Hawrylko, Sr. 
In deciding to enroll his granddaughter, Mr. Hawrylko 
said he wanted to take advantage of the UNA’s new 
nine-year annuity with a 4.65 percent rate so that the 

family could add to Lyla Bivaletz’s savings.

Skylar Rae Gagnon, daughter of Michelle and Brian 
Gagnon of Mooresville, N.C., is a new member of UNA 
Branch 112. She was enrolled by her great grandmoth-

er, Alice Olenchuk.

Follow up coverage of the UNA’s 40th Regular Convention
The Ukrainian National Association 

(UNA) held its 40th Regular Convention at 
the Soyuzivka Heritage Center in 
Kerhonkson, N.Y., on May 13-15.

The Petitions Committee to the 40th 
Regular Convention of the UNA recom-
mended that the UNA donate a total 
$5,700 to the following organizations: 
$2,000 to the United Ukrainian American 
Relief Committee for humanitarian aid; 

$1,000 to the Ukrainian Congress Com-
mittee of America for humanitarian aid; 
$1,000 to the Ukrainian National Women’s 
League of America for humanitarian aid; 
$500 to The Ukrainian Museum (New 
York); $500 to St. John’s Charitable Fund 
(Newark, N.J.) for the organization’s 
“Ambulance for Ukraine” program; $500 to 
the Ukrainian American Youth Association 
(Ellenville, N.Y.) for rebuilding of the orga-

nization’s camp kitchen; and $200 to the 
Ethnic Heritage Center (New Haven, 
Conn.).

The Petitions Committee to the 40th 
Regular Convention of the UNA was made 
up of the following individuals: Gloria 
Horbaty (chair), UNA advisor; Bohdan 
Doboszczak, Branch 59; Maria Drich, 
Branch 42; Marta Popovich, Branch 37; 
and Bohdan Puzyk, Branch 381.
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Many political analysts and military prognosticators have, as a result of the mas-
sive gains made by the Ukrainian Armed Forces, noted that this is a particularly per-
ilous moment for Ukraine, which so badly routed the Russian army this month that 
Russian President Vladimir Putin ordered no less than 300,000 of his reserves to 
mobilize immediately for service in his war to destroy Ukraine and her people.

In speaking to the United Nations General Assembly in New York on September 
21, U.S. President Joe Biden also made it clear that he believed Putin would not 
relent until he achieved his goal for Ukraine. “This war is about extinguishing 
Ukraine’s right to exist as a state, plain and simple, and Ukraine’s right to exist as a 
people. Whoever you are, wherever you live, whatever you believe, that should make 
your blood run cold,” the American president said.

He was responding to an incomprehensible, thinly veiled threat made by Putin 
earlier that morning in a nationally televised speech – which was delayed from the 
previous evening – in which the Russian tyrant said the country’s nuclear arsenal 
was more advanced than the North Atlantic Treaty Organization’s stockpile and he 
stood ready to use it. 

“In the event of a threat to the territorial integrity of our country and to defend 
Russia and our people, we will certainly use all means available to us,” he said.

“This is not a bluff,” he added.
We were glad to hear that U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken seemed unfazed 

by the nuclear saber rattling.  Speaking at the U.N. on September 22, Mr. Blinken 
urged the Security Council to not be intimidated by the bully currently heading the 
Kremlin. “The very international order that we have gathered here to uphold is 
being shredded before our eyes. We cannot – we will not – allow President Putin to 
get away with it,” Mr. Blinken said. “This week, President Putin said that Russia 
would not hesitate to use, and I quote, ‘all weapons systems available,’ end quote, in 
response to a threat to its territorial integrity, a threat that is all the more menacing 
given Russia’s intention to annex large swaths of Ukraine in the days ahead.”

It is ironic that nearly all of the global fear of Putin using a nuclear weapon 
against Ukraine is being voiced by retired military officers and experts on various 
cable news shows, none of whom are Ukrainian or currently reside in Ukraine. 
Meanwhile, the very people targeted by Putin, were he to carry out a nuclear strike, 
have shown nothing but courage, bravery and not one iota of fear in the wake of his 
threats. Their seemingly undaunted leader, Volodymyr Zelenskyy, has captivated the 
world with his bravery and courage.

During a trip to the recently liberated town of Izium last week, Mr. Zelenskyy took 
part in a flag raising ceremony and spoke with members of the press as explosions 
could be heard in the distance. Undeterred by the shelling, Mr. Zelenskyy placed his 
hand over his heart and sang his country’s national anthem as the blue and gold 
Ukrainian flag once again flew over the city. “Ealier, when we looked up, we always 
looked for the blue sky, the sun. And today, looking up, we, and especially the people in 
the temporarily occupied territories, are looking for only one thing – the flag of our 
state. It means that the heroes are here. It means that the enemy is gone, ran away,” he 
said. We urge everyone fearful of nuclear saber rattling to take a lesson from the leader 
of the country targeted by Putin for annihilation. Be not afraid. Be brave. Be Ukrainian.

The Ukrainian Weekly

Eleven years ago, on October 3, 2011, Ukraine commemorat-
ed the 70th anniversary of the Nazi massacre at Babyn Yar near 
Kyiv. Official events included a wreath laying at the Babyn Yar 
National Historical and Memorial Reserve in Kyiv.

International leaders from Europe, Israel, Turkey and other 
countries gathered at the site of the executions to commemorate 

the victims of the horrific crime. An anti-Semitism conference was also organized in Kyiv 
by the Inter-Parliamentary Coalition for Combating Anti-Semitism, with support from the 
Verkhovna Rada.

Babyn Yar, an editorial in The Ukrainian Weekly explained, “is believed to be the single 
biggest massacre of the Holocaust: over the course of two days, September 29-30, 1941, 
the Nazis shot 33,771 Jews – men, women and children – at the edge of the Babyn Yar 
ravine on the outskirts of Kyiv. The killing began shortly after the German forces entered 
Kyiv on September 19, 1941, and, according to the Encyclopedia of Ukraine, by the spring 
of the following year an additional 15,000 Jews were shot there.

“The executions at Babyn Yar continued through November 1943, when the Nazis 
retreated from Kyiv. And, tens of thousands of others were executed at Babyn Yar – 
Ukrainians, Gypsies, Poles, Russians and other nationalities, Communists, anti-Soviet par-
tisans and Soviet prisoners of war. Among them were Ukrainian nationalists, like the poet 
and writer Olena Teliha, and leaders of the Ukrainian National Council, created by mem-
bers of the Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists [OUN] (Melnyk faction). In fact, over 
600 OUN members were killed, along with writers, athletes, Plast members, priests, edu-
cators, newspaper editors and the former mayor of Kyiv, Volodymyr Bahaziy.

“In all, according to the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, more than 100,000 
people of various nationalities were killed at Babyn Yar (known also as Babi Yar, from the 
Russian). Other sources give a substantially higher figure adding up to 200,000 – including 
100,000 Jews, 70,000 Ukrainians and 30,000 other persons,” the editorial underscored.

The truth about Babyn Yar has come to light after decades of attempts by the Soviets to 
hide the identity of the victims and what many Soviet dissidents have identified as Soviet 
anti-Semitism. Memorials at the site have been erected to commemorate the Jewish as 
well as the Ukrainian victims.

“This year, on the 70th anniversary of the Babyn Yar massacres,” the editorial added, 
“our hope is that the people of Ukraine and the world learn more about this shared trage-
dy that took place in Nazi-occupied Ukraine. We must remember all the victims who lie 
together in this mass grave on the outskirts of Kyiv. Vichnaya pamiat.”

Source: “BabynYar: a shared tragedy,” The Ukrainian Weekly, October 9, 2011.
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Turning the pages back...

Be not afraid. Be Ukrainian

Dear Editor:

The previous year, 2021, was one of the 
worst years of my life, having had two 
strokes and a surgery. That period, howev-
er, was outshined by the generous dona-
tions of family and friends who gathered 
with me to celebrate my 85th birthday 
with a charity fundraiser to benefit Ukraine 
and the country’s armed forces. Nearly 100 
friends and family took the time out from 
their busy schedules to join the party. Some 
travelled from as far away as Poland, 
Canada and Wisconsin. It took very special 
people to organize this special event, and I 
want to thank them all for their wonderful 
presence and gracious generosity.

Some members of my family and friends 
were not able to join us, but they nonethe-
less made generous contributions to the 
charity fundraiser.  I would like to wish a 
special thank you to a very special support-
er, our “angel,” for a most generous dona-
tion.  In total, the celebration raised 
$20,575 for the military men and women 
in Ukraine.

Anyone interested in contributing 
toward this cause may still do so by send-
ing a check, payable to St. Stephen’s 
Ukrainian Catholic Church (Memo: 
Donation to Ukrainian Army), to Stan 

Jakubowycz, 42 Molly Lane, Bricktown, N.J., 
08723.

Thank you very much and may God 
bless you all.

Stan Jakubowycz
Bricktown, N.J.

85th birthday celebration includes charity fundraiser to benefit Ukraine

 LETTER TO THE EDITOR

GUIDELINES FOR LETTERS 
TO THE EDITOR

The Ukrainian Weekly welcomes letters 
to the editor that react to articles published 
on its pages. Opinions expressed by letter 
writers are their own and do not neces-
sarily reflect the opinions of either The 
Weekly editorial staff or its publisher, the 
Ukrainian National Association. 

Letters must be signed (anonymous let-
ters are not published) and the city from 
which they are sent will be published under 
the author’s name. However, the daytime 
phone number, e-mail address and com-
plete mailing address of the letter-writer 
must be given for verification purposes. 

THE LENGTH Of LETTERS CAN-
NOT ExCEED 250 WORDS. Letters may 
be edited or abridged. The Weekly reserves 
the right to edit for clarity, civility and 
accuracy. 

Letters should be sent to staff@
ukrweekly.com or to The Ukrainian 
Weekly, 2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, 
Parsippany, NJ 07054.

along with the $13.7 billion in assistance 
passed in March, builds on a legacy of 
strong bipartisan support for Ukraine. 
Congressional support has been crucial to 
address humanitarian, economic and 
recovery needs and was instrumental in 
fundamentally transforming Ukraine’s 
defense forces and ability to combat 
Russia’s brutal aggression, which stands in 
stark violation of international law, norms 
and principles. 

With the liberation by Ukraine’s Armed 
Forces of Russian-held territory in eastern 
Ukraine in recent weeks, the momentum 
has clearly shifted in Ukraine’s favor. But 
Ukrainians and partners of Ukraine should 
have no illusions that the war is over, with 
Putin’s forces still occupying nearly one-
fifth of Ukrainian territory and continuing 
to wreak havoc, devastation and [commit] 
atrocities.

Continued U.S. military and economic 
support are vital to help ensure that 
Ukraine defends its democracy and regains 
sovereignty over all its territories.  As 
recent history shows, any territory under 
Russian occupation or where Russia is mili-
tarily engaged will be a human rights black 
hole.  This was evident following Russia’s 
initial invasion of Crimea and parts of the 
Donbas in 2014, where human rights abus-
es were rampant.  Since February 24, the 
situation has only deteriorated, morphing 
into a genocidal campaign to eradicate the 
Ukrainian nation, with untold war crimes 
and other atrocities and the forcible mass 
transfer of Ukrainians, including children, 
to Russia. Russian aggression and Putin’s 
totalitarian bent have consequences for U.S. 
security and economic interests and impact 
the entire world, from increased food inse-
curity, to the weaponization of energy, to 
the erosion of democracy, including disin-
formation and blatant interference in elec-
tions globally.

The world continues to witness indis-
putable evidence of Russia’s ongoing geno-
cidal campaign in the areas that have been 
liberated by Ukrainian forces just in the last 

few weeks, underscoring the imperative 
that Ukraine must prevail. No place in 
Ukraine is safe while it remains under 
Russian occupation. The United States, as 
the leading country of the free world, has a 
moral obligation to ensure that Ukraine 
regains control over its entire territory.

The world is in a historic moment, the 
importance of which must not be underes-
timated – a geopolitical turning point with 
momentous implications for the security of 
not only Ukraine, but also the interests of 
the United States, the transatlantic commu-
nity and the entire global community.  Swift 
Congressional approval to provide Ukraine 
with robust military, economic and human-
itarian assistance must be a priority given 
the extraordinary stakes and threat to allies 
and partners. A Ukraine that prevails will 
help ensure a future where freedom, 
democracy and the rule of law represent 
the future, rather than tyranny and authori-
tarianism. It is about restoring the rules-
based international order, which Russia has 
violated with impunity.  Ukraine’s victory 
will be a triumph for the entire democratic 
civilized world and the outcome of the war 
will have enormous ramifications for the 
U.S., the transatlantic community and our 
collective futures. Continued resolute and 
unwavering support for Ukraine is consis-
tent with both U.S. interests and deeply 
consistent with the democratic values that 
the American people cherish.

Jonathan Katz, senior fellow and direc-
tor, Democracy Initiatives, German 
Marshall Fund of the United States

Orest Deychakiwsky, former senior 
policy advisor, U.S. Helsinki Commission

Adrian Karmazyn, former Ukrainian 
Service chief, Voice of America

Denys Davydenko, head of advocacy 
and international relations, Reanimation 

Package of Reforms Coalition

Olga Lymar, executive director, 
Reanimation Package of Reforms Coalition

Olena Prokopenko, fellow, German 
Marshall Fund of the United States

(Continued from page 4)

Transatlantic...
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repression and amplify the messages of war 
propaganda. Several State Duma deputies 
have revealed that “information for the citi-
zenry on the course of the special military 
operation is insufficient,” and, therefore, the 
Russian parliament should create an “infor-
mation bureau” (REGNUM, September 14). 
Another parliament deputy, Andrey Lugovoy, 
accused by a British court of murdering for-
mer Russian Federal Security Service (FSB) 
officer Alexander Litvinenko, announced 
the initiation of a bill enacting life impris-
onment for state treason without appeal, as 
well as stripping convicts of Russian citi-
zenship (Ura.news, September 14).

However, even the new round of repres-
sions is powerless in influencing certain 
processes now occurring in Russian society. 
First, the “passive majority,” which formally 
supports the war, increasingly avoids the 
military agenda (see Eurasia Daily Monitor, 
March 1). Even sociologists loyal to the 
Kremlin note that “the overwhelming 
majority of citizens … demonstrate increas-
ing political neutrality,” and the number of 
people trying to distance themselves from 
Moscow’s military agenda is steadily grow-
ing (T.me/russica2, September 10). They 
are also forced to admit that the number of 
respondents whose answers make it clear 
they do not support the war has increased 
(T.me/russica2, September 10).

This does not mean that these people 
will begin to openly oppose the war. 
However, they clearly do not support a gen-
eral mobilization and might more actively 
express their disagreement if the war 
affects them directly. In this regard, the 
rhetoric of some “moderately pro-Kremlin” 
Telegram channels have become more spe-
cific regarding the fact that “Russian society 
is categorically against general mobiliza-
tion” (Tgstat.ru, September 15).

According to data from the Minsk-based 
Center for Strategic and Foreign Policy 
Studies, support among Russians in large 
cities for the military campaign is low. The 
Belarusian analysts also affirm that “simi-
lar sentiments are prevalent in most 
groups of the Russian elite, including even 
the security forces, whom Vladimir Putin 
has still not been able to convince them of 
the real need for this war” (T.me/forstrate-
gy, September 15).

As if in response to these sentiments, the 
State Duma passed a law toughening the 

punishment for desertion (including the 
absence of reservists for military training) 
during wartime, as well as for surrender. 
For both “crimes,” one can be sentenced to 
up to 10 years in prison. A term of up to five 
years in prison is also provided for the 
destruction of weapons in wartime (RIA 
Novosti, September 20).

Yet, against a background of continuing 
successes for the Ukrainian army, dissatis-
faction with Putin has increased among the 
most ardent supporters of the war (see 
EDM, July 19). Ultra-Orthodox sites have, 
for some time, accused the Russian leader 
of “betraying Russia and the army” because 
Putin has done nothing to prevent weapons 
from reaching Ukraine (3rm.info, May 3). 
Now, Russian military experts have joined 
them in demanding explanations for what 
is happening at the front (Topwar.ru, 
September 11).

Apparently, in order to increase influ-
ence on radical religious circles, Orthodox-
patriotic websites controlled by the 
Russian authorities have published articles 
stating that there is no treason in the 
Kremlin and that those who claim other-
wise are “working for the enemy” 
(Tsargrad.tv, September 13). To convince 
the “believers” in the electorate, propagan-
da has even resorted to the services of an 
“Orthodox psychotherapist” who has 
devoted a separate video to the idea that 
defeat should not be feared.

According to him, society has grown 
unaccustomed to wartime, while, in fact, 
war is a natural and normal state for 
Russia. The “Orthodox doctor” also said 
that what is happening in Ukraine is “a 
divine instruction necessary for all of us,” 
but Russia eventually will win and will be 
able to challenge the “Western puppeteers.” 
Finally, the “psychotherapist” consoled his 
flock with a promise of the coming end of 
the world in the mode “desired by 
Christians” (YouTube, September 15).

Nevertheless, it is extremely doubtful that 
arguments regarding the normality and cor-
rectness of killing will motivate more 
Russian citizens to go to war. The Kremlin is 
driving itself into a trap between a majority 
unwilling to fight and a radical minority 
demanding more blood and new victories. 
In the current environment, Putin is unable 
to meet the either group’s expectations.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

deepening recession have proven ground-
less (Russiancouncil.ru, September 13). 
Western sanctions make it profitable for 
Chinese corporations to buy some addi-
tional volumes of Russian oil and liquefied 
natural gas (LNG), but they are aware of the 
looming crisis in the Russian energy indus-
try, thus even mid-term plans have wide 
margins of uncertainty (The Insider, 
September 16). India makes much the 
same assessments (and cannot expect any 
new supplies of Russian weapons). As a 
result, Indian Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi found it opportune to inform Putin 
that “now is not an era of war” 
(Kommersant, September 16).

Russia’s debilitation in the course of the 
Ukraine war inevitably weakens its posi-
tions in Central Asia, and China is con-
cerned about Moscow’s inability to per-
form the role of security provider in this 
conflict-rich region (Rosbalt, September 
14). Quite deliberately, Mr. Xi started his 
first overseas trip since the beginning of 
the pandemic with a stop in Kazakhstan, 
where he reassured Kazakhstani President 
Kassym-Jomart Tokayev of Beijing’s full 
support for Mr. Tokayev’s program of politi-
cal and economic reforms (Forbes.kz, 
September 15).

Putin had conversations with each 
Central Asian leader (presumably more 
consequential than the SCO formal plenary 
session), but, according to readouts, he 
never mentioned Ukraine (Kommersant, 
September 15). He also ignored the violent 
escalation of border clashes between 
Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan, progressing with 
the use of heavy weapons as both presi-
dents pretended to share the atmosphere of 
“good-neighborliness” in Samarkand (RBC, 
September 17). The new spasm of armed 
conflict in the South Caucasus is formally 
outside the SCO area, but Azerbaijani 
President Ilhan Aliyev found full support for 
his new offensive from Turkish President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan, while Putin left the 
desperate appeal for help from Armenian 
President Nikol Pashinyan (who found the 
danger too grave to travel to Uzbekistan) 
without response (Nezavisimaya Gazeta, 
September 14).

Putin was eager to elaborate on the ten-
sions surrounding Taiwan, and he duly con-
demned U.S. “provocations” hoping to score 
a useful point with Mr. Xi (Radio Free 

Europe/Radio Liberty, September 15). An 
escalation of the Chinese-U.S. confrontation 
is indeed the best chance for Russia to see 
Western support for Ukraine downsized, 
and Moscow experts are eager to draw sce-
narios for naval-air battles in the Taiwan 
Strait (Ru.valdaiclub.com, August 31). 
China, however, measures extremely care-
fully the benefits of a boost of jingoist pop-
ular mobilization against the severe eco-
nomic consequences of initiating a full-
scale confrontation with the United States, 
illuminated sharply by the impact of 
Western sanctions on the Russian economy 
(Nv.ua, September 16). Beijing finds it quite 
agreeable to amplify Putin’s discourse on 
undercutting U.S. global dominance but 
knows full well Russia’s diminished value 
as a military ally (Svoboda, September 12). 
Recent Russian Vostok-2022 strategic exer-
cises, much diminished in size but still with 
some joint maneuvers with China, proved 
that picture-perfect military shows are still 
what Russian high command desires, rath-
er than real combat training (Voennoe 
Obozrenie, September 10; see Eurasia Daily 
Monitor, September 14).

Mr. Xi probably regrets his commitment 
to a “partnership without limits” with 
Putin, if only because the Chinese president 
himself has drawn some exceedingly firm 
limits on granting symbolic rather than 
material help to Beijing’s “partner in need.” 
Mr. Xi does not want to see Russia’s defeat 
and Putin’s inglorious exit, but he neither 
fancies to ally with a loser nor anchor China 
to a sinking ship.

Back in February, Mr. Xi missed the 
opportunity to dissuade Putin from launch-
ing his disastrous re-invasion of Ukraine, 
being too busy with the Olympic celebra-
tions. Presently, the Chinese leader is again 
distracted with preparations for the 20th 
National Congress of his tightly disciplined 
Communist Party. Yet, he should not miss 
one critical opportunity. In that political ini-
tiative, Mr. Xi unexpectedly finds himself on 
the same page with U.S. President Joe Biden: 
The two world leaders need to act together 
to deter the desperate Russian autocrat 
from resorting to his means of last resort – 
the nuclear arsenal. The words “do not” are 
already spelled out plainly in Washington, 
D.C.; hopefully, a stern “do not even think 
about it” will come from Beijing as well.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.
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Russia faces...
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Failure in Ukraine...

Telegram channel wrote. “It is simply 
Maksim Galkin.”

Political analyst Aleksandr Kynev said 
that naming Mr. Galkin a foreign agent was 
“the complete propagandistic self-destruc-
tion of the very label” because it had now 
been extended to include “the most apoliti-
cal people.”

Former Kremlin speechwriter Abbas 
Gallyamov agreed.

“Giving foreign-agent status to Mr. Galkin 
discredits the status more than it discredits 
Mr. Galkin,” he wrote. “People know perfect-
ly well that Mr. Galkin is not a foreign agent 
or even a political figure. Now even the most 
naïve citizen will see clearly that this status 
has no rhyme or reason. … The word of the 
government has been degraded and will 
cease to carry any meaning at all.”

Russia’s foreign-agent legislation was 
adopted in 2012 and has been modified 
repeatedly despite criticism within Russia 
and abroad as being an unjustified assault 
on independent media and civil society. It 
requires nongovernmental organizations 
that receive foreign assistance and are 

deemed by the government to engage in 
political activity to be registered, identify 
themselves as foreign agents and submit to 
audits.

Later modifications targeted foreign-
funded media and individual foreigners 
and Russians.

The attacks on Mr. Galkin – which were 
amplified by hard-line pro-Kremlin com-
mentators like Vladimir Solovyov on 
Russian state television – made it difficult 
for Ms. Pugacheva to maintain the near 
silence she had kept since Russia launched 
its unprovoked invasion of Ukraine in 
February. Although the couple left Russia 
shortly after the invasion, Ms. Pugacheva 
returned in late August. She was seen at the 
funeral of former Soviet President Mikhail 
Gorbachev on September 3, an event that 
the Kremlin downplayed and Putin 
skipped, with his spokesman saying he was 
too busy.

“I haven’t cried like this in a long time,” 
Ms. Pugacheva wrote on Instagram on 
September 4. “An epoch is gone – one in 
which we acquired freedom, stopped being 
an ‘evil empire’ for the entire world and 
that saw the disappearance of our fear for 
the future of our children. Gorbachev 
rejected violence as a means of politics or 

of maintaining personal power.”

Silencing a singer?

“Ms. Pugacheva has not been an opposi-
tionist or a political figure in the normal 
sense,” Mr. Belkovsky said. “So, I think what 
she did was a lot – more than many people 
expected from her.”

While it is unlikely to bring Russians out 
into the streets to protest the actions of 
Putin’s government, her statement is a 
landmark, Mr. Belkovsky argued.

“I would say that it is the voice of some 
sort of popular intuition,” he said. “She has 
always been in tune with the ideas of cer-
tain parts of her audience. She was able to 
say what they wanted to hear from her and 
to verbalize a sort of music inside their 
souls. And that, to a significant extent, is still 
true. And that is why her statement is 
important, regardless of what kind of singer 
she is or how popular she is today [musical-
ly].”

There are signs that the government has 
sought to censor Ms. Pugacheva’s message, 
with several state-run and loyal media out-
lets leaving out the part about Russian sol-
diers dying and the country becoming a 
“pariah.”

Mr. Troitsky said the Kremlin would now 

try to “isolate” Ms. Pugacheva as much as 
possible, not merely silencing her state-
ments but “the very fact of her existence.”

But what she has already said “will 
remain in the heads of millions of Russian 
citizens,” he added.

Writing on Facebook on September 18, 
economics journalist Sergei Shelin down-
played expectations that Ms. Pugacheva’s 
high-profile dissent would have any short-
term, tangible effect.

“Hopes that because of [her statement] 
the regime would crash stem from a cul-
ture-centered mythology and not from real-
ity,” he wrote. “Let’s just be happy that one 
more reputation has been saved.”

(Written by RFE/RL feature writer 
Robert Coalson based on reporting by RFE/
RL Russian Service correspondent Mikhail 
Sokolov. RFE/RL Russian Service corre-
spondent Asya Rudina also contributed to 
this report.)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/russia-singer-
pugacheva-crosses-the-kremlin/32043274.
html).

(Continued from page 3)

‘More than...’
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ing its minor military gains, which have 
come at the cost of Western isolation and a 
steep decline in its economy, potentially 
undermining Putin’s support at home.

Ukraine’s latest successes reportedly 
stunned the Kremlin, and analysts said it 
prompted the sudden moves on September 
20-21.

Holding the referendum in days instead 
of months, as had been expected, is “not a 
plan; it’s a failure of the plan,” R.Politik, an 
analytical organization headed by Russian 
expert Tatyana Stanovava, wrote in a tweet 
on September 20.

Ms. Massicot warned that the Kremlin 
could “lash out,” including by launching 
missile strikes, cyberattacks or flaunting its 
nuclear weapons during exercises or move-
ments, if its annexation strategy fails to end 
the fighting and Western support for 
Ukraine.

‘Massive political risks’

Russia’s setbacks on the battlefield are 
partially due to its limited access to man-
power.

Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu 
released what he said were casualty figures 
for the first time since late March on 
September 21, saying that 5,937 Russian 
troops have been killed in Ukraine since 
February 24.

But Western intelligence agencies say 
that the Russian death toll is far higher than 
that, estimating that tens of thousands of its 
soldiers have been killed, wounded or cap-
tured. And there is abundant evidence that 
the military is struggling to replace them.

At the same time, a growing number of 
soldiers are refusing to fight amid a combi-
nation of what they say is poor leadership 

(Continued from page 3)

Amid setbacks...

“A special tribunal should be created to 
punish Russia for the crime of aggression 
against our state. ... Russia should pay for 
this war with its assets,” the Ukrainian 
president said.

Mr. Zelenskyy, wearing his signature 
olive green military T-shirt, said a special 
tribunal would hold Russia accountable 
and provide a “signal to all would-be 
aggressors.”

The General Assembly responded with a 
rare standing ovation.

Mr. Zelenskyy’s address came hours after 
Russian President Vladimir Putin mobilized 
reservists in Russia’s first wartime mobiliza-
tion since World War II and made a veiled 
threat to use nuclear weapons.

Mr. Zelenskyy made clear that he saw no 
point in holding talks with Moscow, saying 
that Russia is “afraid of real negotiations” 
and only wants to use diplomacy as a tactic 
to delay.

“They talk about the talks but announce 
military mobilization. They talk about the 

talks but announce pseudo-referendums in 
the occupied territories of Ukraine,” he said.

The mobilization, which could call up as 
many as 300,000 reservists, was met by 
anti-war protests in several Russian cities. 
More than 1,000 people were arrested 
across the country, according to OVD-Info, a 
human rights group.

At press time, Russia had not yet had its 
turn to speak at the U.N. General Assembly, 
which Putin is not attending.

Mr. Biden’s address earlier on Septem ber 
21 criticized Russia for launching the war.

“This war is about extinguishing 
Ukraine’s right to exist as a state, plain and 
simple, and Ukraine’s right to exist as a 
people,” Mr. Biden said. “Whoever you are, 
wherever you live, whatever you believe, 
that should make your blood run cold,” he 
said. “If nations can pursue their imperial 
ambitions without consequences, then we 
put at risk everything this very institution 
stands for. Everything.”

In issuing the firm rebuke of Russia’s 
invasion, Mr. Biden also reaffirmed U.S. 
backing for Ukraine’s efforts to defend 
itself.

“We will stand in solidarity against 

Russia’s aggression, period,” Mr. Biden said.
Putin in his address earlier on Sep tem-

ber 21 warned the West that “it’s not a 
bluff” that Russia would use all the means 
at its disposal to protect its territory.

Mr. Biden said Putin’s nuclear threats 
against Europe showed “reckless disre-
gard” for Russia’s responsibilities as a sig-
natory to the Treaty on the Non-Prolifera-
tion of Nuclear Weapons.

Mr. Biden also responded to plans by 
Moscow-installed officials in Russian-
occupied regions in eastern and southern 
Ukraine to hold votes on being incorporat-
ed into Russia, criticizing them as “sham” 
referendums.

He called on all nations to speak out 
against Russia’s invasion and to bolster 
Ukraine’s effort to defend itself.

(With reporting by AFP, Reuters and AP)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/biden-ukraine-
invasion-affront-un-assembly-russia/320 
45006.html).

(Continued from page 1)

Zelenskyy demands...

and fierce Ukrainian resistance.
The Kremlin has so far refused to call the 

invasion a “war” – which would allow the 
military to draft citizens – amid fear of pop-
ular backlash.

Instead, the Kremlin has launched a 
covert campaign to recruit fighters, includ-
ing offering large financial incentives, 
extending age limitations and freeing crimi-
nals upon their completion of a tour of duty.

Russian rights activists say hundreds, if 
not thousands, of troops are balking at 
orders to deploy, to keep fighting or to 
remain on the battlefield without rotating 
out or home.

The latest amendments are aimed to 
address that issue.

Mr. Lee wrote on September 20 that Putin 
would face “massive political risks” if he 
called a general mobilization as there is “no 
guarantee” it will help Russia’s war effort.

He also wrote that claiming that the 
Russian-held parts of Ukraine are Russian 
would enable Moscow to deploy conscripts 
to the front “legally” – under Russian law, 
though clearly this would not be recognized 
as legal abroad – without calling it a war.

It would also allow Russia to use con-
scripts from the occupied territories, he 
wrote – but he added that such moves 

would not offset Ukraine’s advantages in 
manpower, morale, leadership, precision 
weapons and strategic goals.

“A large number of poorly trained and 
motivated [Russian] soldiers isn’t a huge 
advantage,” Mr. Lee wrote.

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/russia-putin-
ukraine-war-mobilization-strategy-analy-
sis/32044313.html).
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bons and bracelets in Ukraine’s national 
colors around their wrists.

Anton Herashchenko, an adviser to the 
Ukrainian Interior Ministry, said that one 
grave contained the body of Serhii Sova, a 
36-year-old soldier from Nikopol who was 
found with a blue and yellow bracelet 
around his wrist. Mr. Herashchenko said 
that Mr. Sova’s wife recognized him by the 
tattoos on his body and the bracelet, which 
was given to him by his children. 

Mr. Bolivnov said the bodies will be 
taken to morgues in Kharkiv for compre-
hensive autopsies, and the results of those 
examinations would be shared with inter-
national investigators from the United 
Nations and other bodies to be used for 
likely war crimes trials.

Ukrainian members of parliament and 
the country’s ombudsman for human 
rights, Dmytro Lubinets, visited the exhu-
mations site. He said that the dead were all 
victims of Kremlin aggression, whether 
they had been killed by shelling or execu-
tion.

The grisly revelations were a reminder 
of the atrocities discovered earlier in the 
Ukrainian towns of Bucha and Irpin, which 
had been under Russian occupation last 
spring.

Mr. Lubinets said Ukrainian authorities 
have reports of additional burial sites con-
taining apparently executed victims in 
other parts of the newly-liberated areas.  
Asked how many more he believed would 
be found, he said “very many.”

Maksym, who only gave his first name, 
said he had remained in the town as the 
Russian invaders approached to care for his 
elderly mother. For most of the occupation, 
he said he managed to evade contact with 
the occupiers. But on September 3, Russian 
soldiers took him to a basement where, 
along with other prisoners, he said he was 
repeatedly beaten and tortured with an 
electrocution device.

Maksym described the instrument as an 
“apparatus that looked like an old-fash-
ioned telephone with a hand crank which 
generated an electric shock by turning the 
handle. The quicker they turned it, the 
more intense the shock,” he said.

“They carried out the electrocution in 
cells where the lights had been turned off 
so it was completely dark and worked by 
the flashlights on their helmets. They 
attached electrodes to my hands and my 
whole body quivered from the electric 
shocks and pain,” Maksym said.

The interrogators wanted him to name 
other people that were sympathetic to the 
Ukrainian government, which he refused to 
do, he said.

Maksym, 50, said he came to the burial 
site because he wanted to tell journalists 
about the Russian’s use of torture.

He showed this correspondent how 
tightly-fastened handcuffs and leg irons he 
was forced to wear during his captivity had 
cut deeply into his flesh.

He was released as Ukrainian forces 
approached Izium and later returned to the 
building where was tortured and found the 
electrocution device had been left behind 
by his captors in their headlong rush to flee 
Izium.

Maksym said he handed it over to 
Ukrainian authorities and hoped it would 
be used as evidence to show that members 
of the Russian military committed war 
crimes in the city.

Victims claiming identical electrocution 
torture have come forward in other areas 
in the Kharkiv region, which Russian occu-
pation forces also recently abandoned.

Another person at the burial site was 
70-year-old Anatoliy Harahatiy who said he 

was a professional photographer who had 
for years been a blogger and posted his 
work and reports about local news on a 
YouTube channel.

He said that on May 28 he had been 
arrested by the Russians after being spot-
ted taking a video through his apartment 
window in the township of Savyntsi, north-
west of Izium.

“I was taken to a prison in the town of 
Balakliya and held in an underground cell. 
There were 40 of us and I, myself, saw 
some 50 other prisoners pass through and 
we heard people screaming as they were 
tortured,” said Mr. Harahatiy, adding that he 
was tortured with the same type of device 
used on Maksym.

“They wanted me to use my YouTube 
channel to say that the Ukrainian govern-
ment were Nazis and it was our forces who 
were committing atrocities and that the 
Russians were the good guys and their rule 
should be welcomed,” he said.

“I didn’t agree to do that, which made 
them angrier and they beat me more and 
used electric shocks. But after a few days, 
they realized I wasn’t going to give in, but 
they kept me prisoner for 100 days until 
they suddenly unlocked us and fled them-
selves last Sunday [September 11].”

“The Russians come here and call us 
Nazis but it is [Russian President] Vladimir 
Putin who is behaving exactly as the Nazis. 
Hitler would be proud of them,” Mr. 
Harahatiy said.

His release came after a surprise offen-
sive by Ukrainian forces, intended initially 
to take a modest amount of Russian-
occupied territory in the Kharkiv region, 
but which rapidly gained momentum and 
turned into a rout for Moscow’s troops.

Ukrainian forces have recaptured large 
tracts of territory, liberating more than 
150,000 of their fellow citizens and pushing 
some of the occupying forces back to the 
Russian border they had streamed across as 
the invasion erupted on February 24.

Izium is an important rail and highway 
hub and was vital for supplying the Russian 
forces not only in the Kharkiv region but 
further south. One of Ukraine’s most 
important highways runs from Kharkiv to 
Kramatorsk and Slovyansk in Donetsk 
Oblast.

That is the heart of the eastern front of 
the war and the Donbas region, which 
includes Luhansk and Donetsk oblasts, that 
Kremlin leader Vladimir Putin has vowed 
to take. Fierce battles have raged there 
since the start of the Russian invasion. 
Moscow had captured most of Luhansk 
Oblast and was enjoying success in 
Donetsk Oblast because of its huge superi-
ority in artillery.

However, sophisticated and precise 
western-provided artillery and rocket sys-
tems enabled Ukraine to stem the Russian 

(Continued from page 1)

Izium residents...

advances and to launch counterattacks.
The scale of the Russian defeat in 

Kharkiv Oblast was apparent from the 
scores of burned-out tanks, their turrets 
blown off, and other armored and thin-
skinned vehicles wrecked along the 
75-mile drive from Kharkiv to Izium.

The chaos of the Russian retreat was 
also evidenced by the huge number of 
intact but abandoned Russian armored 
vehicles, trucks, towed artillery and mas-
sive quantities of ammunition. Ukrainians 
said they had even found highly-secret 
encryption laptops left by fleeing Russians.

Russian vehicles, many which are much 
more modern than Ukraine’s mostly Soviet-
era tanks, are recognizable by the letter “Z” 
emblazoned on them. Those have been 
spray-painted over and replaced with a 
white Ukrainian cross and sent to other 
areas in the Kharkiv region and in the 
country’s east and south where Ukrainian 
forces are attempting to push back their 
enemy as far as possible before winter 
freezes the front lines.

Residents of Izium said they believe 
many of the dead in the forest burial 
ground were killed when two apartment 
blocks collapsed after being hit by fierce 
Russian artillery strikes.

Valentina Ivanivna, 73, said she and her 
friend Nadezhda lived in an apartment that 
had itself been blasted by shelling, wound-
ing four residents. They continued to live in 
the basement.

“We are Ukrainians, so we always have 

stores of food and jars of pickles,” Ms. 
Ivanivna said.

“There were terrible battles here with 
shells flying in every direction. They were 
using Grad missiles. During the Russian 
shelling, two multi-story buildings col-
lapsed like houses of cards. Entire families 
were wiped out. Over the following days, 
our firemen pulled out around 400 men, 
women and children,” she recalled.

“When the Russians first entered 
[Izium], there were endless columns of 
tanks and armored carriers. They kept say-
ing they were a fraternal nation. Some fra-
ternal nation! We never dreamed an inva-
sion could happen,” she said.

“We tried to have as little contact as pos-
sible with the Russian soldiers. They were 
very young, some only 18, just children. 
They said they had been told they were 
going for training and didn’t realize they 
were being sent to war,” Ms. Ivanivna said.

Her voice brimmed with emotion as she 
described her feelings on seeing the first 
Ukrainian soldiers entering Izium.

“We were so happy to see the Russians 
leave and Izium become Ukrainian again. 
Many people cried. I did,” she said.

Many residents, including military age 
men, left the city before the Russians 
arrived and the town’s pre-war population 
of some 50,000 plunged to around 12,000, 
with the elderly a great proportion of those 
remaining. Presently the town has no gas, 
electricity or water.

One elderly woman, Yevdovika, whose 
apartment burned down after the Russian’s 
shelled it, moved her hand in a wide, circu-
lar sweep.

She pointed to the devastation in every 
direction, a landscape of rubble where 
buildings, including multi-story apart-
ments, had stood. Amid the devestation, 
she pointed out the charred skeletons of 
houses, shops and banks on Izium’s main 
street.

In a bitter tone she said, “The Russians, 
what swine. Why did they come here to our 
Ukraine? They destroyed everything. They 
said they were here to liberate us. What did 
they liberate us from? From a pleasant life 
in our town that was so wonderful a few 
months ago.”

She said she cried in joy when she saw 
the first Ukrainian soldiers “They are won-
derful, such brave lads. We owe them such 
a debt. They have given us freedom and life 
again.”

And tears once more rolled down her 
cheeks.

Dozens of firemen, police and soldiers in blue plastic protective clothing exhumed 
hundreds of graves containing the victims of the Kremlin’s aggression in Izium.

Askold Krushelnycky
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The Board of Directors 
of the Ukrainian Institute of America 

regrets to announce that our long-time 
Member and Benefactor

LARISA PASCHUK  
passed into eternal rest on September 11, 2022

 
Beloved by so many in the Ukrainian community, Larisa was 

a longstanding, devoted Member and ardent supporter of our 
organization. Her contributions to the Ukrainian Institute of America 
have been invaluable.  

 
Our heartfelt condolences go out to Larisa’s children – Dr. Hilary 

Cholhan and wife, Myroslava, Dr. Ruta Lenchur and husband, Dr. Peter 
Lenchur, Kalyna Boychuk and husband, George – her grandchildren, 
all of her family and friends, and the many Members of the Ukrainian 
Institute and the Ukrainian community, whose lives she immeasurably 
touched. Her kindness, gentleness and positive approach to life will be 
missed by all who knew her.

May she rest in eternal peace.
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mated invasion force” when it first 
launched its full-scale war on February 24, 
according to the Kyiv-based Dragon Capital 
investment bank.

Meanwhile, “Ukraine’s current mobi-
lized force is estimated at circa 700,000, 
split between regular troops, territorial 
defense units and police forces,” Dragon 
Capital wrote.

Occupying less than 20 percent of 
Ukraine’s territory, Russia has struggled to 
replenish its manpower, which has been 
depleted due to heavy battlefield losses. It 
has also lost significant weaponry and has 
struggled to replenish its military arms 
amid punishing Western, Japanese and 
Australian sanctions.

In the first 200 days of the renewed 
invasion, Ukrainian forces have liberated 
more than 60,000 square kilometers of ter-
ritory since April, as mapped by Critical 
Threats and the Institute for the Study of 
War (ISW).

The Washington-based ISW said that the 
Kremlin’s mobilization drive “will not gen-
erate significant usable Russian combat 
power for months. It may suffice to sustain 
the current levels of Russian military man-
power in 2023 by offsetting Russian casual-
ties, although even that is not yet clear.”

Overnight on September 22, Ukraine’s 
military estimated that 400 Russian ser-
vicemen were killed. A pilot of Russia’s lat-
est assault helicopter, a Ka-52 “Alligator,” Lt. 
Col. Aleksandr Asksyonov and his crew-
man, were shot down in the southern skies 
of southern Ukraine, where there is an 
ongoing counteroffensive, according to 

Russian military bloggers.
Mr. Putin’s announcement came after 

Kyiv forces kicked Russian troops out of the 
Kharkiv region earlier this month in a stun-
ning counteroffensive that involved a 
simultaneous thrust in the south toward 
the occupied parts of Kherson and 
Zaporizhia.

Illegal annexation referendums are 
planned there for September 23-27.

“The Ukrainian offensive in the north-
east is continuing to exploit a bumbling and 
incoherent Russian defensive scheme to 
the east of Kharkiv,” said Mick Ryan, a 
retired Australian major general. 
“Thousands of square kilometers of 
Ukrainian territory have been recaptured, 
and many towns and their inhabitants have 
been liberated.”

The momentum after liberating the 
Kharkiv regional city of Izium, which is sit-
uated at the border of Luhansk and 
Donetsk oblasts, led to the sizable settle-
ments like Bilohorivka and several villages 
in Luhansk region being retaken by 
Ukrainian troops during the week.

Russia rejoiced at having fully taken over 
the Luhansk region in early July, but that 
boast is no longer valid, and Moscow can-
not lay claim to the entire region any lon-
ger.

Luhansk Gov. Serhiy Haidai said Kyiv’s mil-
itary were in “complete control” of Biloho-
rivka, which is a suburb of Lysychansk.

“Step by step, centimeter by centimeter, 
we will liberate our entire land from the 
invaders,” he said.

Ukrainian officials say that Russia is still 
incrementally advancing toward the 
Donetsk regional towns of Bakhmut and 
Slovyansk, but that claim could not be inde-
pendently confirmed by The Ukrainian 

(Continued from page 1)

Putin calls up... Weekly.
“The Ukrainian counteroffensive in the 

east continues to remain on the offensive 
whilst consolidating new defenses,” the 
Australian Cavell Group said of Russia’s 
steep battlefield losses.

Speaking by video at the United Nations 
General Assembly on September 21, 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
said his forces “can return the Ukrainian 
flag to our territory. We can do it with the 
force of arms. But we need time.”

Summarizing the Kremlin’s recent 
moves, the British defense secretary said 
that “President [Vladimir] Putin’s breaking 
of his own promises not to mobilize parts 
of his population and the illegal annexation 
of parts of Ukraine are an admission that 
his invasion is failing. No amount of threats 
and propaganda can hide the fact that 
Ukraine is winning the war.”

‘Sham’ referendums

The announcement of a military draft in 
Russia coincided with an announcement by 
Moscow-installed proxies in four occupied 
regions this week of referendums annex 
Ukrainian land. The same happened in 2014 
when Russia forcibly seized Ukraine’s 
Crimean Peninsula in a vote that has not 
been recognized by any democratic country.

Ukrainian Foreign Affairs Minister 
Dmytro Kuleba tweeted that “’sham’ refer-
endums will not change anything.”

“Russia has been and remains an aggres-
sor illegally occupying parts of Ukrainian 
land. Ukraine has every right to liberate its 
territories and will keep liberating them 
whatever Russia has to say,” Mr. Kuleba 
said.

Russian nuclear threat

While speaking at the U.N. General 
Assembly on September 22, President Joe 
Biden said that “Russia has shamelessly 
violated the core tenets of the United 
Nations charter” by invading Ukraine. 
“Putin claims he had to act because Russia 
was threatened,” the U.S. president said. 
“No one threatened Russia. And no one 
other than Russia sought conflict.”

In turn, Mr. Zelenskyy said by video that 
a special U.N. tribunal should be estab-
lished to punish Russia for its actions while 
calling on measures to be taken to strip 
Moscow of its veto power on the interna-
tional body’s Security Council. 

Prisoner swap

The largest prisoner swap since Feb-

ruary 24 between the warring sides took 
place early on September 22 in Ankara. 
Turkey brokered the swap together with 
Saudi Arabia.

Most of the 215 Ukrainians released 
from Russian captivity were members of 
the National Guard Azov Regiment that 
helped defend the Azov port city of 
Mariupol in Donetsk Oblast. Among them 
were five commanding officers who are to 
remain in Turkey for the duration of the 
war.

Kyiv released 55 unidentified people, 
most of them Russians, except for Viktor 
Medvedchuk, a close confidante of Mr. 
Putin and convicted traitor, Mr. Zelenskyy 
said during his nightly address on 
September 22.

Ten foreigners, believed to be part of the 
nation’s International Legion of Territorial 
Defense, were also released, as were five 
Britons and two U.S. citizens.

More war crimes alleged

As more territory has been liberated, the 
tally of alleged war crimes is being added 
up, especially in the newly liberated areas 
of Kharkiv Oblast.

Severed genitalia among alleged war 
crime victims have been uncovered, said 
Yevhen Yenin, Ukraine’s first deputy minis-
ter of interior affairs.

“We continue to find bodies with signs of 
violent death; there are many of them,” he 
said on national television on September 
18. “There are broken ribs and broken 
heads, men with tied hands, broken jaws 
and cut off genitalia.”

Authorities have so far discovered 10 
“torture chambers” operated by formerly 
occupying Russian forces in Kharkiv Oblast, 
according to National Police chief Ihor 
Klymenko.

Averting disaster

A disaster was averted on September 19 
when Russian projectiles narrowly missed 
a nucleaer reactor by 300 meters at the 
Pivdennoukrainsk plant in Mykolayiv 
Obast. The blast came about 200 kilome-
ters north of the southern front line, the 
Financial Times reported.

“At night, a missile fell 300 meters from 
the Pivdennoukrainsk nuclear power 
plant,” Mr. Zelenskyy said in a Telegram 
post that included video footage purporting 
to show the strike and subsequent explo-
sion. “Russia endangers the whole world. 
We have to stop it before it’s too late,” he 
added.
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members of the Azov Regiment. (RFE/RL’s 
Ukrainian Service, with reporting by AFP)

More than 1,000 arrests reported in Russia

More than 1,000 people have been 
arrested in Russia during protests in sever-
al cities against a partial military mobiliza-
tion announced by President Vladimir 
Putin on September 21. Demonstrations 
broke out in Moscow and St. Petersburg 
and more than 30 other Russian cities after 
Putin announced the mobilization, OVD-
Info said. By 10 p.m. Moscow time nearly 
1,000 people had been detained at protests 
in the Russian capital and St. Petersburg, 
the human rights project said. A total of 
about 200 people were arrested in other 
cities, including Chelyabinsk, Yekaterin-
burg, Krasnoyarsk, Ufa, Krasnodar and 
Irkutsk. The protest in Moscow included 
many women who chanted “Life to our chil-
dren!” and “No to war!” Videos posted on 
social media indicated that several hundred 
people took part in the Moscow protest, 
where people formed a chain by clasping 
their hands. The police pulled protesters 
out of the chain one by one. Participants 
held up posters with the blue and yellow 
colors of the Ukrainian flag and chanted 
“No to mobilization!” and “Russia without 
Putin.” Authorities warned people that they 
faced up to 15 years in prison for taking 
part in the demonstrations. In St. 
Petersburg, opponents of the mobilization 
order, including many women, gathered at 
St. Isaac’s Cathedral before they were 

rounded up by the police. There were 
reports that law enforcement officers beat 
demonstrators with rubber truncheons 
during arrests. Putin announced the mobi-
lization, due to start immediately, in a 
broadcast to the nation as the invasion of 
Ukraine nears seven months and while 
Kyiv is regaining territory in a counterof-
fensive. “We are talking about partial mobi-
lization, that is only citizens who are cur-
rently in the reserve will be subject to con-
scription, and, above all, those who served 
in the armed forces, have a certain military 
specialty and relevant experience,” Putin 
said, adding that his aim was to “liberate” 
east Ukraine’s Donbas region, claiming 
without providing any proof that most peo-
ple in the region did not want to return to 
what he called the “yoke” of Ukraine. 
Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu 
said in a televised interview on September 
21 that only those with relevant combat 
and service experience would be mobilized 
and not conscripts and students. The 
address came a day after Russian-occupied 
regions in eastern and southern Ukraine 
announced plans to hold votes on being 
incorporated into Russia, triggering out-
rage and condemnations not only in Kyiv 
but from much of the international commu-
nity. (RFE/RL)

Prisoners captured released to Saudi Arabia

Ten prisoners of war captured in Ukraine 
have been transferred to Saudi Arabia as 
part of an exchange between Russia and 
Ukraine, the Saudi Foreign Affairs Ministry 
said. Among the prisoners released are 
American, British, Swedish, Croatian and 
Moroccan nationals, the Foreign Affairs 

Ministry said in a statement on September 
21. “The relevant Saudi authorities received 
and transferred them from Russia to the 
kingdom and are facilitating procedures for 
their respective countries,” the statement 
said. U.S. citizens Alexander Drueke and 
Andy Huynh were among the group, a fami-
ly representative told Reuters. The two mili-
tary veterans were captured in June while 

fighting in eastern Ukraine in support of 
Ukrainian troops resisting Russia’s inva-
sion. The prisoners were released following 
efforts by Saudi Crown Prince Muhammad 
bin Salman “in continuation of [his] com-
mitment to the humanitarian initiatives 
towards the Russian-Ukrainian crisis,” the 
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Planning Urban Future in Times of Uncertainty
Natalia Otrishchenko
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Misha Tyutyunik
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New York, NY 10003
For more information: 212-254-5130; info@shevchenko.org
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Refreshments. All proceeds in support of scholars and artists in Ukraine

The project has received supported from 
Bono, the U2 band front man, and Taras 
Topolya, the leader singer of the Ukrainian 
band Antytila, which performed at a 
Donors’ Forum that sought to raise money 
and awareness for the project.

Among others who have supported the 
project are Ukrainian poet and author 
Serhiy Zhadan, Ukrainian Catholic 
University Rector Bohdan Prach, Ukrainian 
singer Jamala, the mayor of the Polish city 
Wroclaw Jacek Sutryk, Georgian singer 
Nino Katamadze and tennis professional 
Serhiy Stakhovskyy. Three Nobel Peace 
Prize laureates and human rights activists 
Jody Williams, Leymah Gbowee, and 
Tawakkol Karma have also signed on to be 
ambassadors of the project.

Unbroken launched a prosthetic pro-
gram to help Ukrainians recover from inju-
ries suffered in combat. The center is look-
ing to raise $2.7 million for bionic hands for 
50 injured soldiers as part of the 
“Prostheses for the unbroken” program. 
The program received $27,000 from 2,615 
people in its first day of fundraising.

“The first million hryvnias for the proj-
ect have been collected. This is very cool 
and important. But you can’t stop! Tell your 
friends in Ukraine and abroad about about 

this opportunity. We must together raise 
money for high-quality but expensive bion-
ic prostheses for Ukrainians who suffered 
from the war,” Mr. Sadovyi wrote on his 
Facebook page on September 17.

Wounded war veteran Mykhailo 
Yurchuk was the first in Lviv to get a bionic 
prosthetic arm. He lost his arm and leg in 
Kharkiv Oblast this spring, but today he can 
move his fingers again. Esper Bionics, a 
Ukrainian manufacturer, provided Mr. 
Yurchuk’s artificial arm.

Mr. Yurchuk, who was trying to evacuate 

wounded soldiers from combat, lost his 
limbs when he stepped on a mine.

“Even before the war, he decided that 
death is better than mutilation. Therefore, 
when he saw that there was no arm and a 
crushed leg, he took out a grenade. His fel-
low soldiers prevented him from using it. 
They dragged Mykhailo under fire for sev-
eral kilometers to the evacuation site, risk-
ing their lives. And he decided to live on, to 
live in such a way that he would not be 
ashamed in front of his compatriots, those 
who saved him,” said Iryna Zaslavets, the 

development director of the Medical 
Association of Lviv.

“Attaching the first bionic artificial limb 
is yet another important step toward rescu-
ing Ukrainians. Hundreds of people need it. 
We are working to offer them this opportu-
nity. It is the goal of the Unbroken National 
Rehabilitation Center. We are taking steps 
by developing prosthetic care, reconstruc-
tive surgery, orthopedics and a physical and 
mental rehabilitation system. We will pro-
vide the best treatment for our unbroken 
people,” said Oleh Samchuk, the director 
general of Lviv’s Healthcare Association.

Previously, people who lost an arm 
would receive either a metal hook or cos-
metic prosthetic. However, bionic artificial 
arms include special sensors so that the 
users can move their limbs in a more natu-
ral manner. They work when the user tens-
es a muscle of the amputated arm and the 
bionic hand responds to the movement.

Hundreds of Ukrainians wounded dur-
ing the war are waiting for prosthetics like 
the one Mr. Yurchuk received. As a result, 
the Unbroken National Rehabilitation 
Center and the charity platform dobro.ua 
launched a charitable fundraising project, 
“Prosthetics for the Unbroken.”

Individuals who would like to learn 
more about the fundraiser can visit dobro.
ua and click the support button. 
Alternatively, readers can text “UAH 20” to 
88001 via their mobile phones.

Wounded Ukrainian war veteran Mykhailo Yurchuk was the first in Lviv to get a 
bionic prosthetic arm as a part of the Unbroken project.

Roma Cayman, Unbroken National Rehabilitation Center

(Continued from page 1)

Lviv builds...
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Olena Martynyuk, Ukrainian perestroika art historian, curates unique collection of Kyivan art
by Marusia Kvit-Flynn

NEW BRUNSWICK, N.J. – Dr. Olena 
Martynyuk, an art historian whose research 
focuses on Ukrainian and Russian art from 
the late 20th century to the present, was 
the guest curator of an art exhibit, “Painting 
in Excess: Kyiv’s Art Revival, 1985-1993,” at 
the Zimmerli Art Museum at Rutgers 
University in New Brunswick, N.J. She was 
assisted by Dr. Julia Tulovsky, curator of 
Russian and Soviet nonconformist art at 
the Zimmerli Art Museum.

The exhibit, which opened in late 2021, 
was on display at the Zimmerli for four 
months and then was extended by another 
month into April. The unique collection 
brought together more than 60 works of art, 
most of which have never been exhibited in 
the United States. A selection of the paint-
ings was drawn primarily from the Zimmerli 
Norton and Nancy Dodge Collection of 
Nonconformist Art from the Soviet Union.

During a reception in February, Ms. 
Martynyuk greeted guests and introduced 
the exhibit while Ms. Tulovsky, added her 
comments.  Ms. Martynyuk then proceeded 
to lead a tour of the exhibit for guests. A 
concert of Ukrainian avant-garde music, 
titled “Music in Excess,” followed. The musi-
cal pieces were composed in the 1980s and 
early 1990s and coincided with the art of 
that time.  Also in attendance were mem-
bers of the Ukrainian National Women’s 
League of America (UNWLA) from New 
Jersey and New York.

The exhibit is now on display at the 
Carole A. Fewell Gallery in Coral Gables, Fla. 
It was supplemented by loans from the 
Abramovych Foundation and a group of 
Ukrainian art collectors with support from 
the Tymofieyev Foundation.

The exhibition was largely based on Ms. 
Martynyuk’s dissertation, “Postmodern 
Perestroika: Ukrainian-Russian Artistic 

Networks of the 1980-1990s,” which exam-
ined the work of artists from the last Soviet 
generation.  These artists were trained in 
Socialist Realist methods and at the same 
time witnessed the fall of the Soviet Union.

Socialist realism compelled artists of all 
forms to create positive or uplifting reflec-
tions of socialist “utopian” life beginning 
during the Communist Revolution of 1917 
and escalating during the rule of Josef 
Stalin (1924-1953).

Ms. Martynyuk’s dissertation analyzed 
major paintings of that era, which also 
reveal how western theoretical concepts, 
such as Postmodernism, Neo-Expressio-
nism, Trans-avantgarde and Neo-Baroque, 
influenced art of the late Soviet period. The 
works of these artists reflect this transition-
al period.

The Kyivan paintings of the late 1980s 
and the early 1990s represented a new type 
of art that was no longer significantly affect-
ed by Communist ideology. Perest roika, the 
Chornobyl nuclear disaster and the collapse 
of the Soviet Union all transformed the cul-
ture of art being created in Kyiv and 
launched a new contemporary art form.

With artists’ new freedom, styles explod-
ed and became excessive in their expressive 
manner and color.  Artists rediscovered his-
tory that had been suppressed, deleted and 
excluded from the international canon of 
art. Their work oozed the antiquity of the 
West, symbolizing their transition from the 
past into the new future. That future 
included Ukraine’s independence. The new 
modern art reflected the junction of the 
two epochs. Such daring art had not been 
publicly visible since the avant-garde peri-
od of the mid-1800s.

The Zimmerli museum was proud to dis-
play one of the most well-known works of 
that time, Georgii Senchenko’s wall-sized 
“Sacred Landscape of Pieter Bruegel” 
(1988), an oil rendering of Bruegel’s ink 
drawing, “The Beekeepers and the Bird-
nester” (1568).  It was restored for the 
exhibit and had not been shown since the 
1988 Moscow Youth exhibition, which for 
the first time presented the new Ukrainian 
art as a coherent stylistic and intellectual 
phenomenon.

A section of the exhibit focused on the 
Painterly Preserve, a collective that was 
founded in 1992.  This group focused on 
the history of the forbidden Ukrainian 
avant-garde of the early 20th century.  Two 
paintings, “Midnight (1981),” and “Guest 
(1982)” by Tiberiy Silvashi, the leader of 
this group, were displayed.

The exhibit also provided a selection of 
works by artists who were active in Kyiv 

during the 1960s and the 1970s.  They 
belonged to a group called the “Shesty-
desiatnyky,” a group of artists and writers 
of the 1960s who opposed the totalitarian 
Soviet regime. Many were imprisoned, lost 
their jobs and had their art destroyed. 
Some artists, including Alla Horska and 
Opanas Zalyvakha, spoke openly about 
Communist injustices. Ms. Horska was 
murdered in 1970, as were other outspo-
ken artists of this time.

Ms. Martynyuk completed her graduate 
studies at National University of Kyiv 
Mohyla Academy (NaUKMA) in cultural 
studies and earned her doctoral degree in 
art history from Rutgers University in New 
Brunswick, N.J., in January 2018. Her 
research interest lies in art theory and phi-
losophy, and she has taught art history 
classes at Rutgers University. Ms. Marty-
nyuk was a Fulbright Junior Research 
Fellow and a recipient of the Louise Bevier 
Dissertation Fellowship and the Andrew 
Mellon Travel Research Award.  She has 
curated exhibits at the Ukrainian Art 
Museum and the Ukrainian Art Institute of 
America in New York City.

Ms. Martynyuk is currently a Petro Jacyk 
postdoctoral research scholar in Ukrainian 
studies at the Harriman Institute at 
Columbia University in New York. Ms. 
Martynyuk has taught classes at the 
Harriman Institute on her topic, including 
“The Agent of Change: Ukrainian Art 
Between Revolutions,” and continues to 
teach at the Harriman Institute.

In light of the war in Ukraine, it will be 
interesting to see what form Ukrainian art 
will take as it draws from the emotions of a 
new reality in response to these challeng-
ing times.

Members of the Ukrainian National Women’s League of America from New Jersey 
and New York gathered at the Zimmerli Art Museum at Rutgers University in New 
Brunswick, N.J., to view the exhibit “Painting in Excess: Kyiv’s Art Revival, 1985-

1993.” Seen behind them is the work “Leda” by Victor Zaretsky.

Courtesy of Marusia Kvit-Flynn

Olena Martynyuk spoke about the exhib-
it she curated, “Painting in Excess: 
Kyiv’s Art Revival, 1985-1993,” which 
was on display at the Zimmerli Art 
Museum at Rutgers University in New 

Brunswick, N.J.

Marusia Kvit-Flynn

“The Gardens Old and New” by Arsen Savadov and Georgii Senchenko was part of 
the exhibit “Painting in Excess: Kyiv’s Art Revival, 1985-1993” that was on display at 

the Zimmerli Art Museum at Rutgers University in New Brunswick, N.J.

Marusia Kvit-Flynn

ministry said. The statement did not speci-
fy when the prisoners of war would be 
transferred to their home countries. The 
war in Ukraine has caused tension between 
the United States and Saudi Arabia, a major 
oil producer and long-time U.S. ally. Mr. 
Salman agreed to a slight increase in daily 
oil production capacity after meeting with 
U.S. President Joe Biden in July, helping to 
ease oil prices in the United States, which 
shot up after Russia launched its full-scale 
invasion of Ukraine in February. But Saudi 
Arabia has also coordinated with OPEC+, a 
group of oil producers including Russia. 

The oil cartel earlier this month agreed to 
cut crude production as it sought to lift 
prices. (RFE/RL, with reporting by AFP and 
Reuters)

Erdogan: ‘Dignified way out’ could end war

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
has called for a diplomatic solution that 
gives Russia and Ukraine a “dignified way 
out” of the crisis sparked by Russia’s inva-
sion. “Together, we need to find a reason-
ably practical diplomatic solution that will 
give both sides a dignified way out of the 
crisis,” Mr. Erdogan said, speaking on 
September 20 at the United Nations 
General Assembly in New York. He said a 
lasting peace must be based on protecting 
Ukraine’s territorial integrity and added 

that Turkey will continue to increase its 
efforts to end the war. “I invite international 
organizations and all countries to give sin-
cere support to Turkey’s efforts,” he said. 
Mr. Erdogan said earlier that Russia and 
Ukraine had agreed to swap 200 prisoners 
in one of the largest exchanges of the sev-
en-month war. He did not give full details 
about the swap, calling the people being 
exchanged “hostages” and not saying how 
many there were from each side. “Two hun-
dred hostages will be exchanged upon 
agreement between the parties. I think a 
significant step will be taken forward,” Mr. 
Erdogan told PBS TV late on September 19. 
Mr. Erdogan said he held “very extensive 
discussions” during talks last week with 
Russian President Vladimir Putin on the 

sidelines of a regional summit in Uzbeki-
stan. “He is actually showing me that he is 
willing to end this as soon as possible,” Mr. 
Erdogan said. “That was my impression, 
because the way things are going right now 
are quite problematic.” The Turkish leader 
said Moscow’s return of captured territo-
ries would play an important role in any 
lasting truce. “If peace is going to be estab-
lished in Ukraine, of course, returning the 
land that was invaded will become impor-
tant,” he said. Earlier on September 20, the 
leaders of Russian-controlled areas of 
Ukraine said they plan to hold referendums 
for the territories to become part of Russia. 
Several countries have said such referen-
dums would be a sham. (RFE/RL, based on 
reporting by Reuters, AFP and PBS)

(Continued from page 11)
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Shakhtar Donetsk thrashed RB Leipzig 
4-1 in their first Champions League game 
of the season on September 7 despite miss-
ing six months of football due to the war in 
Ukraine. Shakhtar began the 2022-2023 
campaign in style with their resounding 
and emotional win in Germany. Their 
dressing room in the immediate aftermath 
was eerily silent.

“You could hear a pin drop,” sporting 
director and former Croatian national star 
Darijo Srna told CBS Sports on September 
14. “There was no need for words. The 
silence was powerful because we all knew 
we did something amazing not just for 
Shakhtar, but for Ukraine.

“The win was more than just three 
points. We sent a message that we are 
strong in difficult moments. We showed 
that if we stick together, we can beat any-
one or anything in the world, on and off the 
football field. The point of the silent dress-
ing room was to just sit for a moment and 
appreciate that,” Srna said.

“Then the coach [Igor Jovicevic] broke 
the silence and said, ‘Thank you so much; I 
love you all.’ Then suddenly Igor was cry-
ing; a couple of players were crying. This 
kind of emotion and victory, it’s something 
you can’t buy. It comes from being family,” 
Srna said.

In defeating Leipzig, Shakhtar became 
the first Ukrainian side to compete in the 
Champions League since the war in 
Ukraine began. Former Celtic winger 
Marian Shved scored two goals, while tal-
ented winger Mykhaylo Mudryk and ex-
Ajax forward Lassina Traore also scored.

Traore is the only non-Ukrainian from 
last season still with Shakhtar. The Burkina 
Faso international posted on Instagram 

that it “doesn’t feel right” leaving after the 
club helped him through nine months of 
rehabilitation following a nasty knee injury.

Shakhtar’s win was even more impres-
sive considering their domestic league only 
resumed on August 23, meaning their 
opponent Leipzig had played almost a 
month more of competitive football, start-
ing in July with their 5-3 DFL Supercup loss 
to Bayern Munich.

In mid-August Shakhtar had returned to 
Kyiv’s Olimpiyskiy National Sports Complex 
for the first time since February, when the 
team drew 0-0 with Metalsit 1925. Fans 
were not allowed inside the 70,000-capaci-
ty stadium due to the ongoing war.

This is what made interactions with fans 
in Germany, some of them Ukrainian refu-
gees, so special. It was an opportunity for 
the players to witness first-hand the joy 
and hope that can football bring people.

“It was a really powerful win,” said 
21-year-old Mudryk, who scored his first 
Champions League goal against Leipzig. 
“We have a lot of young and hungry players. 
We were all a bit surprised to beat Leipzig. 
Our spirits were so high and our coach and 
staff are always pushing us to do more.

“It’s been difficult for us players, espe-
cially when football was suspended in 
Ukraine. Now it’s a little easier and our mis-
sion is to put a smile on the faces of the 
people of Ukraine,” Mudryk said.

“It meant a lot for me to score in the 
Champions League. I already had goose-
bumps after hearing the anthem. It was 
76th minute and a counterattack. Heorhiy 
Sudakov played a pass and all I had to do 
was put the ball in the back of the net. I had 
practiced and dreamed of this moment a lot 
of times. I was ready to score,” Mudryk said.

“I also got two assists, so it was perhaps 
the best performance of my career, espe-
cially because the Champions League is the 
highest standard of football in the world,” 
Mudryk said.

Shakhtar at home in Poland

Shakhtar are forced to play their Cham-
pions League fixtures outside of Ukraine at 
Legia Warsaw’s Polish Army Stadium. 
Poland has worked to help Ukraine, accept-
ing thousands of Ukrainian citizens and 
hosting Shakhtar. There are reportedly 3.3 
million Ukrainians residing in Poland, some 
8 percent of the total population. The next 
match against Celtic was being viewed by 
Shakhtar as a cup final. A win over Celtic 
could potentially give Shakhtar a big chance 
to enter the knockout round.

Shakhtar are not at all fazed by having to 
play in Poland, having been without a home 
base since 2014. Donetsk, neighboring 
Luhansk in the Donbas region of Ukraine 

and the annexed Crimean Peninsula were 
the focal points of hostilities with Russia in 
2014, forcing Shakhtar to relocate 1,000 
miles west to Lviv.

Since February, the war in Ukraine has 
caused additional turmoil for the club with 
Italian manager Roberto DeZerbi leaving in 
July along with many foreign players fleeing 
the war-torn country.

Now, under new Croatian manager Igor 
Jovicevic, Shakhtar are hoping for a 
Champions League fairy tale. The Ukrainian 
club is in a challenging draw with Real 
Madrid, a future opponent. Their roster is 
loaded with young, attack-oriented players.

Mudryk is viewed as integral to any 
chances Shakhtar has of winning a 14th 
Ukrainian Premier League title. He is often 
referred to as the Ukrainian Neymar (after 
the Brazilian player). Mudryk was pursued 
by English Premier League clubs Everton, 

The 2022 U.S. Open women’s champion 
Iga Swiatek once again demonstrated her 
strong support for Ukrainians and those 
affected by the war in Ukraine. Swiatek, 
who has been quite vocal in supporting 
Kyiv ever since Russia launched a full-scale 
war on Ukraine, has worked to raise aware-
ness and funds for the besieged country.

Swiatek won her third Grand Slam title 
on September 10 and, as her victory cele-
brations continued in New York, the Polish 
champion took a few moments to highlight 
Ukraine during a live interview with The 
Today Show outside the Plaza Hotel in New 
York on September 12.

Swiatek reflected on how she has dealt 
with the war in Ukraine since it began. 
Growing up in her native Poland, the 
21-year-old said she never thought a war 
so close to her homeland would be possi-
ble. She again decided to utilize her plat-
form as a public figure to continue talking 
about the war Russia’s war on Ukraine.

“It is very important for me to support 
Ukrainians because the war is basically 
right next to my country,” Swiatek said. “I’m 
21, [and] I always lived in a place where I 
didn’t know that war is actually possible so 
close to me.”

“So, I was really emotional at the begin-
ning and then I decided I want to use my 
position a little bit to have an influence,” the 
World No. 1 said.

Swiatek stressed that it is important not 
to forget about the plight of the Ukrainian 
people. While she does not spend much 
time back home due to the demands of the 

tennis tour, she plans to keep addressing 
the importance of the issue as long as the 
war continues.

“I’m [a] Pole, so basically we’re really 
helping back in our country. So, even 
though I spend much more time on tour 
than at home, I know that we have to stay 
united and I also wanted to remind people 
that the war is still out there,” the tennis 
star said.

Swiatek and her team organized a chari-
ty event in July in Poland to raise funds for 
Ukraine. Fellow Women’s Tennis Associa-
tion (WTA) star and Ukrainian Elina 
Svitolina was one of several tennis players 
who joined Swiatek at the event to contrib-
ute to the cause. The event raised nearly 
$500,000.

Swiatek was also a participant in the U.S. 
Tennis Association’s “Tennis Plays for 
Peace” exhibition event ahead of the U.S. 
Open, which raised $1.2 million for Ukraine.

Mahuchikh wins high jump

Ukrainian high-jumper Yaroslava 
Mahuchikh was one of the stars on day two 
of the Wanda Diamond League held in 
Brussels, Belgium, on September 2. The 
two-time world silver medalist achieved 
the best outdoor clearance of her life to win 
the women’s high jump with a world-lead-
ing 2.05 meters.

The 20-year-old had first-time clearance 
up to and including 1.97 meters. Australia’s 
world champion Eleanor Patterson exited 
with three misses at 1.97 meters and 
Olympic silver medalist Nicola Olyslagers 

went out with a misses at 1.94 meters, 1.97 
meters and 2.00 meters. Mahuchikh failed 
at 2.00 meters, but then daringly moved the 
bar to 2.02 meters and got over it on her 
first try.

She proceeded to bump it up to 2.05 
meters and got over it with her second 
leap. She ended her series with three 
attempts at a would-be world record of 
2.10 meters – the first of which was close – 
but there was no disappointment on the 
face of the world indoor champion.

Exhibition match for Ukraine  
canceled

The “Legends for Peace” exhibition soc-
cer game to aid Ukraine that was scheduled 
to take place at Subaru Park in Chester, Pa., 
on September 25 has been canceled due to 

issues with the ticket sales platform, 
according to a spokesperson for the event. 
In lieu of the exhibition match, there will be 
a soccer fan fest with a match between the 
Ukrainian Nationals and members of the 
Legends for Peace team at the Ukrainian 
American Sport Center Tryzub in Horsham, 
Pa. Additional information can be found at 
www.tryzub.org.

The unanticipated issue with the ticket 
sales platform was surprising since the 
sales platform was on the Philadelphia 
Union’s website. A spokesperson said there 
were many technical glitches in recent 
days, so the event was scratched. Refunds 
were promised to those who purchased 
tickets in advance.

Mykhailo Mudryk celebrates his equalizing goal for Shakhtar Donetsk against Celtic 
on September 14.

Heorhiy Bushchan makes a save for Dynamo Kyiv during a match against Turkish 
Club fenerbahce on September 8 in Istanbul.

shakhtar.com

FCDynamo.com

Playing for Ukraine, Shakhtar blitz Leipzig 4-1

Swiatek proclaims support for Ukraine on Today Show

(Continued on page 15)

(Continued on page 15)
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Canadian Football League’s Edmonton Elks stand with Ukraine
by Ihor N. Stelmach

It was set up as an event to support a 
cause that hits close to home for so many 
Edmontonians. The pre-season game 
between the Canadian Football League’s 
Edmonton Elks and the Calgary Stamp-
eders on June 3 was designated “Stand with 
Ukraine” night at Common wealth Stadium 
in Edmonton, Alberta. Net proceeds from 
the $15 ticket sales were earmarked for the 
Canada Ukraine Foundation, with funds 
going directly to support Ukrainians reset-
tling in Alberta.

In an interview with CFL.ca heading into 
the event, Elks President and CEO Victor 
Cui said that, “Our club has a unique oppor-
tunity to do something large scale, bringing 
together more than 50,000 people for a 
shared moment of solidarity with Ukraine.”

With a large population of Ukrainians, 
the ongoing war in the country has strongly 
impacted people in Edmonton and the rest 
of Alberta.

“Alberta is home to more than 345,000 
people of Ukrainian descent. Ukrainian 
Albertans have contributed so much to our 
province’s communities, culture and econo-
my. As the minister of culture also responsi-
ble for sport, it is inspiring to see the cross-
over between sport, culture and support 
for the people of Ukraine,” said Minister of 
Culture and Status of Women Ron Orr dur-
ing an interview with CFL.ca.

While the Elks wore their familiar green 
and gold on the football field, the event fea-
tured a distinctly blue and yellow feel 
around the stadium that showcased 
Ukrainian culture.

As part of the club’s effort to ensure the 
game helped as many Ukrainians as possi-
ble, Elks Board of Directors Chair Ian Murray 

and former Alberta Premier Ed Stelmach co-
chaired a working group of six to eight mem-
bers, including former Deputy Premier 
Thomas Lukaszuk who is of Polish descent. 
The working group’s goal was to raise 
awareness for the event and garner support 
within the community for the cause.

Over $35,000 raised

“As a community-owned team, we have a 
responsibility to give hope, inspiration and 
provide action to Edmontonians on impor-
tant issues. Supporting the people of 
Ukraine is a cause that resonates through-
out our community, given our city’s deep 
ties with the Ukrainian people,” Mr. Cui said 
in a statement on July 7.

The event began with bilingual (English 
and Ukrainian) renditions of the Canadian 
national anthem and a heartfelt Ukrainian 
national anthem, which was sung by the 
Viter Ukrainian Folk Choir, conducted by 
Lesia Pohoreski.

At halftime of the pre-season game, 
more than 200 students from St. Theresa 
Catholic Middle School, Sifton Elementary 
and St. Matthew’s Elementary, also con-
ducted by Ms. Pohoreski, who is the choir 
director and music teacher at St. Theresa, 
sang new lyrics to Leonard Cohen’s 
“Hallelujah” which were written by a teach-
er in Cornwall, England.

“The students were amazing! Staff from 
all schools gave of their time to come and 

support the students and support Ukraine,” 
Ms. Pohoreski told New Pathway-Ukrainian 
News on June 7.

“When we were working on this song, 
our focus was to not give up hope and that 
together we will stand for Ukraine, and 
support those coming to Canada, to 
Sherwood Park and to Edmonton. Students 
also made posters welcoming Ukrainian 
nationals to Canada. These were on the 
back of blue and yellow paper. Students 
raised the papers at the end of the song and 
made a Ukrainian flag. It was powerful and 
emotional. To see people in the stands giv-
ing the children a genuine standing ovation 
was amazing,” she said.

“These grade 5 and 6 students under-
stood what they were singing. It was a gen-
uine from the heart raising of their voices 
to support Ukraine,” she said.

“I was overwhelmed when we were end-
ing our song and the students were proudly 
holding up their blue or yellow papers and 
hanging onto the last note until a warm 
applause came from the fans at the game. I 
wish I had been able to capture a photo of 
the look on the children’s faces,” she added.

Edmonton’s Ukrainian Shumka Dancers 
also joined in the halftime show, perform-
ing their classic Hopak.

“It was a beautiful and emotional night. 
The flags, the anthem, the vyshyvanky [tra-
ditional Ukrainian embroidered shirts] in 
the crowd, the hundreds of Ukrainian bilin-
gual students singing a special version of 
‘Hallelujah,’ followed by Shumka’s whirl-
wind hopak had me crying and cheering at 
different times. The crowd support and 
reaction were moving and inspiring as well. 
So much money was raised and our culture 

Andrusiak, Yaroslav
Aspauzo, Enrique
Babchuk, Orest
Babkevich, Pavel
Besset, Clement
Bohdaniw, Witalij
Brecka, Miroslav
Bujnovsky, Martin
Butsa, Igor
Buzovskyi, Yan
Bykov, Ksenia
Carchietta, Thomas
Ciekielski, Tadeusz
Czarkowski, Ewelina
Davenport, Carole
Delgado, Gustavo
Demidovich, Artem
Demochko, Stepan
Derevyanko, Antin
Dragomir, Liudmila
Drapak, Andrei
Drapak, Michael
Drapak, Andrew

Durkac, Martin
Fanta, Oleksandr
Fedic, Dominik
Fedorenko, Aida
Fedorenko, Eugene
Fedorenko, Taras
Fomin, Sergei
Galchik, Marianna
Goferman, Leonid
Goretskiy, Maxim
Grynyk, Ruslan
Halas, Mykhaylo
Hatki, Andrew
Huljanics, Janos
Iwuc, Grazyna
Jacura, Janos
Jaremko, Helena
Kaczor, Bohdan
Kaniuk, Ivan
Karlyk, Paraskowia
Karpayev, Vladyslav
Kazei, Aliaksei
Kedyulych, Bohdan

Kletsoun, Bogdan
Kocur, Jeanette
Korostil, Myron
Kovac, Jakub
Kozar, Simon
Krawec, Lisamarie
Kripackyj, Ann
Krutskykh, Oleksii
Kushnir, Adrian
Kustou, Dzmitry
Kvocka, Marcel
Levkun, Mykola
Logachev, Aleksandr
Lovan, Luda
Lychmanenko, Anna
Lys, Nadiia
Martschenko, Andrew
Martyniuk, Inna
Melnyk, Kristina
Michaliszyn, Mariusz
Miloslavsky, Yury
Miroshnyk, Anatolii
Mokrytskyi, Ievgen

Movchan, Mykola
Mujezinovic, Se� k
Muts, Mariya
Mykush, Andriy
Nevolnik, Marek
Ngjeci, Shkelqim
Nowakowski, Hubert
Otcheretko, Victor
Palinchak, Mariana
Pastukh, Mariia
Pavlikha, Lidiya
Pawliw, Myron
Podgorna, Klaudia
Podgorny, Patryk
Popovych, Kateryna
Pressey, Mary
Prylutska, Iryna
Rakochyy, Andriy
Raulushka, Hanna
Rebenchuk, Dmytro
Romanick, Orest
Romaniuk, Roman
Romaniv, Khrystyna

Samakhavets, Anastasiya
Seweryn, Katherina
Shengelia, Ekaterine
Shimonov, Natalia
Shtain, Bohdan
Shuvalov, Viktor
Siryk, Olha
Soloviy, Vitaliy
Stoy, Yevhen
Sum, Andriy
Sverenyak, Serhiy
Takaishvili, Isabella
Tokarchuk, Anatoliy
Tretyak, Mykhaylo
Tsintsadze, Tsiala
Tsurkan, Vitaliy
Vogelgesang, Aneta
Volokitin, Roman
Woskolej, Ann
Yurchak, Maria
Zakotiria, Roman

The following members should contact Ukrainian National Federal Credit Union by October 29, 2022 
to claim their account and avoid having their funds submitted to the State O�  ce of Unclaimed Funds:

215 SECOND AVENUE, NEW YORK, NY 10003
Tel.: (212) 533-2980 • Fax: (212) 995-5204 • Toll Free: (866) 859-5848

Canadian politicians who attended the Stand with Ukraine event hosted by the 
Edmonton Elks on June 3 included (from left to right) Thomas A. Lukaszuk, Ed 

Stelmach and Oleksandr Danyleiko.

Consulate of Ukraine in Edmonton

(Continued on page 15)
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Through Exhibit, “Ukraine 1933: A Cookbook. Linocuts by Mykola 
Spring 2023 Bondarenko,” Ukrainian History and Education Center,
Somerset, NJ www.ukrhec.org 

September 28 Presentation, “Ukraine and its People,” New York Public 
New York Library, https://www.nypl.org/events/programs/2022/ 
 09/28/ukraine-and-its-people

October 1 Fundraiser, “Fulbright Ukraine and Shevchenko Scientific
 New York Society Unite for Ukrainian Scholarship: An Evening of
 Speakers and an Exhibit Featuring Ukrainian Students, 
 Scholars, Artists,” Shevchenko Scientific Society, 
 212-254-5130

October 1 “Uketober Fest,” St. Volodymyr Ukrainian Catholic Church,
Glen Spey, NY  stvolodymyrgs@yahoo.com or 845-858-4910

October 5 Seminar by Olesya Khromeychuk, “A Loss: The Story of a 
Online Dead Soldier Told by His Sister,” Harvard University, 
 www.huri.harvard.edu

October 6 Presentation by Timothy Colton and Serhii Plokhii, “The
Cambridge, MA War in Ukraine,” Harvard University, www.huri.harvard.edu

October 8 Through Exhibit, “At Home,” featuring works by Cindy Bernhard, 
December 4 Ellen Greene, Ann Toebbe and Gwendolyn Zabicki, 
Chicago Ukrainian Institute of Modern Art, www.uima-chicago.org

October 8 Through Exhibit, “Owen McHugh and Abstraction in the Permanent
December 4 Collection,” Ukrainian Institute of Modern Art, 
Chicago www.uima-chicago.org 

October 12-15 23rd Sobor of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the
Somerset, NJ U.S.A., Ukrainian Cultural Center, www.uocofusa.org

October 13-15 Convention, Ukrainian American Veterans, Ukrainian
Jenkintown, PA Educational and Cultural Center, ezetick@gmail.com

October 15 Ukrainian Day, St. Andrew Religious and Cultural Center,
North Port, FL drdanvira@yahoo.com

October 22 Annual gala banquet, Ukrainian Institute of America,
New York www.ukrainianinstitute.org or 212-288-8660

October 23 Concert, “Lesya: Her Voice and Poetry Through Seven 
Jenkintown, PA  Strings,”Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus of North America, 
	 Ukrainian	National	Women’s	League	of	America,	The	
 Abington Friends School, www.bandura.org or 215-663-1166

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

The fan fest will include coaching, auto-
graph sessions, Ukrainian food and enter-
tainment. There will also be a donation 
drive and fans were encouraged to bring 
new or used soccer equipment to donate 
with proceeds earmarked to benefit chil-
dren in Ukraine.

Admission is free of charge, but dona-
tions are encouraged. An event spokesper-
son said the new event promises fans more 
of an opportunity to engage directly with 
the soccer stars in attendance. DeMarcus 
Beasley, Jermaine Jones and Maurice Edu 
are among the notable former U.S. national 
soccer team players set to attend, along 
with many other alumni of the United 
States men’s national team, the Philadel-
phia Union and other Major League Soccer 
teams.

Many of these players will also be at 
Subaru Park the day prior on September 24 
before the Union’s exhibition match against 
Mexico’s Pachuca to sign autographs. 
T-shirts will be on sale on the plaza outside 
the stadium with proceeds going to 
Ukraine aid.

Dynamo Kyiv loses

Fenerbahce defeated Dynamo Kyiv 2-1 
in a UEFA Europa League Group B match 
on September 8. New signee Michy 
Batshuayi scored the winning goal in injury 
time. The Turkish club drew first blood 
when Brazilian defender Gustavo Henrique 
scored a header off a corner kick in the 
35th minute at Istanbul’s Ulker Stadium.

Dynamo Kyiv’s midfielder Viktor 
Tsygankov scored the equalizer in the area 
to tie the match in the 63rd minute. In the 
92nd minute, Belgian forward Batshuayi 
was at the far post to slam a volley into the 
roof of the Dynamo net. Heorhiy Bushchan 
made four saves for Dynamo, which con-
trolled possession of the ball only 35 per-
cent of the match. Mykola Shaparenko suf-
fered an injury in the 68th minute and 
required assistance to walk off the pitch. 
Shaparenko ruptured a cruciate ligament in 
his knee and had surgery in Barcelona on 
September 14. He was recuperating in a 
hospital for several days before starting a 
lengthy rehabilitation process. Doctors said 
he would be out of action for approximate-
ly six months.

AEK Larnaca then defeated Dynamo 1-0 
in Europa League play on September 15 in 
Krakow, Poland. The only goal of the game 
was scored by Adam Gyurcso eight minutes 
into the match. A potential Dynamo goal 
was disallowed following a video review. 
The apparent goal in the 29th minute was 
disallowed by the match referee for a tight 
offside on Vladyslav Dubinchak.

Gyurcso’s goal was a stunning free-kick. 
Dynamo were seen as the favorites in the 
match, but the visitors quickly gained 
momentum with their early tally in the 
eighth minute. The second half of the 
match saw the team from Cyprus focus on 
defensive strategy, allowing Dynamo pos-
session time, which created several chanc-
es, but did not result in a tying goal.

Dynamo Kyiv sits in last place in Group B 
with zero points after two games. They 
next play Rennes on October 6. There are 
four matches remaining in group play.

(Continued from page 13)

Swiatek...

Arsenal and Brentford over the recent sum-
mer. For now, he is intent on leading his 
Shakhtar squad out of their group, and in 
doing so ensuring Champions League foot-
ball continues for the club into 2023.

Indeed, all of Shakhtar’s players are 
playing every game for Ukraine. Their 
promise is to always give 100 percent for 
Ukraine, for the citizens of Ukraine, for 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy and for the 
Ukrainian army. It is their way of showing 
how the incredible power of football can 
help bring pride, hope and comfort in diffi-
cult times.

Mudryk lifts Shakhtar

A breakout start to Champions League 
play by Mudryk is jump-starting his 
Shakhtar club to an unexpected unbeaten 
start. For the second straight week, Mudryk 
demonstrated his speed and powerful left-
footed shot. He scored the equalizer for 
Shakhtar in its 1-1 draw against Celtic on 
September 14.

Mudryk beat Celtic goalkeeper Joe Hart 

with a rising shot in the 29th minute, a 
week after scoring from distance and add-
ing a pair of assists in a 4-1 win at Leipzig.

It is a start to Shakhtar’s season that 
totally defies all of its current challenges as 
a result of Russia’s military invasion.

Celtic had 17 attempts on goal and 
forced 21-year-old Ukrainian goalkeeper 
Anatoliy Trubin to make eight saves. 
Shakhtar managed to withstand waves of 
early pressure from Celtic and were lucky 
to permit only one lone goal, a 10th minute 
own-goal by Artem Bondarenko. The 
Shakhtar defender’s sliding challenge 
deflected a shot by Reo Hatate past Trubin 
into an unguarded net.

Mudryk nearly assisted on a second goal 
two minutes after scoring with a cutback 
for an effort that was ruled offside in the 
build-up. Shakhtar gained momentum and 
found some openings as Celtic looked to 
regroup.

Shakhtar Donetsk is in second place in 
Group F with four points, behind Real 
Madrid’s six points. Shakhtar plays defend-
ing champion Madrid next on October 5.

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@
sfgsports.com.

(Continued from page 13)

Playing for...

perkartisanco� ee.com

Coffee4Ukraine

was respected and celebrated. I’ll remem-
ber it forever,” said Shumka’s Executive 
Director Darka Tarnawsky.

The concept for the show of solidarity 
came from the Elks management with the 
support of Messrs. Stelmach and Luka szuk, 
as well as Ukraine’s Consul General for 
Edmonton Oleksandr Danyleiko.

“This event turned out to be a success, as 
we have sold three times the number of 
tickets that usually is sold for a pre-season 
opener game. Many people who are not 
normally football fans showed up to sup-
port the cause. Also, this event raised an 

awareness of the ongoing need for assis-
tance for Ukraine,” Mr. Lukaszuk told New 
Pathway-Ukrainian News.

He added that he and Mr. Stelmach 
planned to continue shipping containers of 
medical equipment and other necessary 
products to Ukraine.

“We anticipate that about six more con-
tainers will be leaving our warehouse in 
the next couple of weeks,” Mr. Lukaszuk 
said.

The two men had earlier organized a 
donation of medical equipment and other 
humanitarian supplies from Edmonton in 
late March.

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@
sfgsports.com.

(Continued from page 14)

Canadian...

‘Only the beginning’

Mr. Lee said former conscripts who have 
been out of the force for years are not going 
to be in a position to do much after two 
weeks of training if they do not already 
have advanced skills.

“Sitting in a trench and shooting at 
someone? They can do that. But having 
them do offensive operations? They are 
going to struggle,” he said.

With Putin’s hold on power at stake in 
this war and Ukraine seeming to hold the 
momentum at this stage, Putin may not 

stick to the stated limits of the current “par-
tial” mobilization, analysts said.

One section of Putin’s mobilization 
decree was withheld from the public, add-
ing to suspicions that the effort could be 
broadened at any time.

“This mobilization phase may just be the 
beginning of more mobilization,” Mr. 
Kofman said. “Everybody in Russia under-
stands they could be in the next wave, and 
that this is only the beginning.”

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/russia-mobilization-
ukraine-offensive-analysis/32046211.html).

(Continued from page 4)
No game changer...
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