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Kyiv asks citizens to adapt to power outages
as Russian attacks inflict unprecedented damage  

on Ukraine’s energy infrastructure
by Roman Tymotsko

LVIV – As Russia relentlessly pounded 
Ukraine’s energy infrastructure in an 
effort to demoralize an already besieged 
population, Kyiv asked its citizens to 
adapt to what it said were unprecedent-
ed disruptions to its power grid.

During October 10 to 18 alone, 
Moscow’s barrage of cruise missile and 
drone attacks had destroyed 30 percent 
of the country’s energy infrastructure, 
according to Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy.

“Russian terrorists created such diffi-
cult conditions for our energy workers 
that no one in Europe had ever seen or 
dealt with before. There have never 
before been such issues that our special-
ists are now forced to overcome. But they 
are overcoming them with honor,” Mr. 
Zelenskyy said during his nightly address 
on October 26.

In response to Russia’s attacks on 
Ukrainian infrastructure, he asked citi-
zens to find novel ways to adapt as the 
winter season approaches, and he asked 
households to do what they could to save 
electricity and decrease demand on the 
country’s battered power grid.

“And this is not just someone else’s 
task; it concerns not only energy workers 
or anyone else. Now we need conscious 
energy consumption by all Ukrainians. 
Please choose your own scheme for lim-
iting electricity consumption while there 
is a deficit in the general energy system,” 
Mr. Zelenskyy said.

He said employees in the country’s 
energy sector were working relentlessly 
to repair the damage caused by Russian 
attacks, but he also called on all 
Ukrainians to do what they could to limit 
their power usage.

by Mark Raczkiewycz

KYIV – When Russia launched a full-
scale invasion of Ukraine on February 24, 
veteran sniper Olena Bilozerska’s husband 
awoke her from her slumber in Kyiv after 
hearing explosions in Ukraine’s capital.

“About an hour after that, I and my 
spouse, gathered our things and went to 
serve [in the armed forces],” she told The 
Ukrainian Weekly.

Although Ms. Bilozerska, 43, had seen 
war since 2014 when Russia initially seized 
Ukraine’s Crimean Peninsula and occupied 
certain parts of the easternmost regions of 
Donetsk and Luhansk, she said, “honestly, it 
was a little bit scary.”

The reason being that Moscow’s aggres-
sion had come to her hometown where she 
always felt safe and subversion groups 
were in Kyiv racing toward President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy’s office on Bankova 
Street.

Regarding fighting in the east as a sniper, 
she said, “it is one thing to fight for years, 
having a reliable rear, where your loved 
ones and your belongings are safe, and 
quite another not to have such a rear.”

The former journalist and current senior 
lieutenant is one of nearly 60,000 women 
serving in the Armed Forces of Ukraine 
(AFU).

Exactly 41,044 females serve in active 

roles, while 18,742 are “employees” as of 
October 13, said Lyudmyla Dolhonovska, a 
civilian adviser to Valeriy Zaluzhniy, the 
AFU’s commander-in-chief.

An additional 66,000 women serve in 
various branches of the Internal Affairs 

Cause for Ukraine’s existential 
freedom draws women to fight

Though women still face discrimination in Armed Forces

(Continued on page 3)

RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service

Ukrainian troops are holding out against 
attacks near two towns in the eastern 
Donbas region, President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy reported on October 26, saying 
that the front line has not significantly 
changed.

Mr. Zelenskyy said the fiercest battles 
were taking place near Avdiyivka and 
Bakhmut.

“This is where the craziness of the 
Russian command is most evident. Day 
after day, for months, they are driving peo-
ple to their deaths there, concentrating the 
highest level of artillery strikes,” he said in 
his nightly address.

Russian forces have repeatedly tried to 
seize Bakhmut, which sits on a main road 
leading to the cities of Slovyansk and 

Ukrainian troops holding out in eastern Ukraine  
as Russia repeats unfounded dirty bomb claim

(Continued on page 6)

Russian missiles struck Ukrainian infrastructure in the Rivne region of the country 
on October 22. There were no casualties as a result of the attack, the country’s 

Ministry of Internal Affairs said.

Ministry of Internal Affairs of Ukraine

(Continued on page 17)

RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service

Russian forces have launched fresh 
strikes on targets in Kyiv and the city of 
Zaporizhia, the military and officials said 
on October 27, as Ukrainian forces repelled 
attacks near two towns in the eastern 
region of the Donbas and the Moscow-
installed administration left Kherson.

A Russian drone attack early on October 
27 hit an energy facility in the capital, caus-
ing a fire, said Oleksiy Kuleba, governor of 
the Kyiv region.

“The Russians are using drones and mis-
siles to destroy Ukraine’s energy system 
ahead of the winter and terrorize civilians,” 
Mr. Kuleba said in televised remarks.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelens-
kyy publicly thanked the country’s power 
workers for maintaining the electricity 
supply.

“I thank all the workers in the energy 
sector: our rescuers, repair crews, officials 
from local government, and private compa-
nies who work diligently to maintain our 
energy system despite all the threats,” Mr. 
Zelenskyy said in his nightly address late 
on October 26.

In Zaporizhia, the Russians used Smerch 
rockets to strike the city overnight, the head 
of the regional military administration, 
Oleksandr Starukh, wrote on Telegram.

“At night, the enemy attacked the out-
skirts of the regional center. According to 
preliminary information, these were three 
projectiles of the Smerch multiple-launch 
rocket systems. There are no casualties,” he 
wrote.

Mr. Starukh said infrastructure was 
destroyed and a fire broke out but it was 

Russia strikes Kyiv, Zaporizhia as Ukrainian  
advance prompts massive Kherson evacuations

(Continued on page 11)

American Sarah Ashton-Cirillo is train-
ing to be a combat medic with a Crimean 
Tatar battalion in the Ukrainian Armed 

Forces.

Courtesy of Sarah Ashton-Cirillo
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U.S. House Democrats withdraw letter

The U.S. Congressional Progressive 
Caucus has withdrawn a letter to the White 
House urging a negotiated settlement to 
the war in Ukraine. The letter, signed by 30 
members of the caucus, urged President 
Joe Biden to “pursue direct diplomacy” 
with Russia to seek a negotiated settlement 
to end the war. The letter became public on 
October 24. The letter held out the possibil-
ity of sanctions relief for Russia and a 
potential new European security frame-
work with guarantees for all sides. It said 
funding for weapons that Congress has 
approved for Ukraine created a “responsi-
bility for the United States to seriously 
explore all possible avenues.” The chair-
woman of the caucus, Representative 
Pramila Jayapal (D-Wash.), said in a state-
ment on October 25 that the letter was 
drafted several months ago but was 
“released by staff without vetting.” Ms. 
Jayapal said she accepted responsibility. 
She regretted that the letter created the 
appearance of an equivalence between 
Democrats’ view and that of House 
Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy (R-Calif.), 
who said earlier this month that there 
would be no “blank check” for Ukraine if 
Republicans take over the House of 
Representatives in the November 8 elec-
tions. “Nothing could be further from the 
truth. Every war ends with diplomacy, and 
this one will too after Ukrainian victory,” 
Ms. Jayapal said in her October 25 state-
ment. “The letter sent yesterday, although 
restating that basic principle, has been con-
flated with GOP opposition to support for 
the Ukrainians’ just defense of their nation-
al sovereignty. As such, it is a distraction at 
this time and we withdraw the letter.” Some 
members of the caucus had pushed back on 
the letter even before it was withdrawn. 
“The way to end a war? Win it quickly. How 
is it won quickly? By giving Ukraine the 
weapons to defeat Russia,” Rep. Ruben 
Gallego (D-Ariz.) tweeted late on October 
24. Rep. Mark Takano (D-Calif.) released a 
statement vowing to back continued fund-
ing “to aid Ukrainian self-determination 
and ensure the people of Ukraine have the 
tools they need to protect their hard-won 
democracy.” (RFE/RL, with reporting by 
Reuters and AFP)

New British PM vows support for Ukraine

Newly appointed British Prime Minister 
Rishi Sunak has vowed to support Ukraine 
to the “conclusion” of its battle to repel 
invading Russian troops as the Kremlin 
said it sees “no grounds” for a positive shift 
in relations with the United Kingdom. Mr. 
Sunak and Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy spoke by phone on October 25 
after Mr. Sunak, a former finance minister, 
was invited to form a government by King 
Charles. Mr. Sunak assured Mr. Zelenskyy 
that the United Kingdom’s support for 
Ukraine “would be as strong as ever under 
his premiership, and President Zelenskyy 
could count on his government to stand in 
continued solidarity,” a spokeswoman said. 
Mr. Zelenskyy voiced confidence that ties 
between Ukraine and Britain would grow. 
“I believe that the partnership between our 
states, as well as Britain’s ... leadership in 
defending democracy and freedom will 
continue to strengthen further,” Mr. 
Zelenskyy said in his nightly address to the 
nation. The Ukrainian leader also invited 
Mr. Sunak to visit Ukraine. Mr. Zelenskyy 
said later on Twitter: “In an excellent con-
versation with @RishiSunak we agreed to 
write a new chapter in Ukraine-U.K. rela-
tions but the story is the same – full sup-
port in the face of Russian aggression.” Mr. 
Sunak, a Hindu, expressed support for 
Ukraine in some of his first public com-
ments after becoming the United 
Kingdom’s first leader of color and its 
youngest prime minister in two centuries. 
The 42-year-old told reporters that he fully 
supports Ukraine in a “terrible war that 
must be seen successfully to its conclusion.” 
Britain, along with the United States, the 
European Union and many other Western 
allies, has been a staunch supporter of Kyiv 
since Russian forces invaded in late 
February. Mr. Sunak also spoke by phone 
with U.S. President Joe Biden on October 
25, a Downing Street spokesperson said. 
Mr. Biden told Mr. Sunak that “the U.K. 
remains America’s closest ally.” The two 
leaders are set to meet in person at the 
upcoming Group of 20 (G-20) summit in 
Indonesia. The U.K.’s support for Ukraine 

(Continued on page 18)

 NEWS ANALYSIS

by Pavel Luzin
Eurasia Daily Monitor

Since the beginning of Russia’s aggres-
sion against Ukraine on February 24, the 
Russian Aerospace Forces (VKS) have not 
been able to demonstrate success, despite 
the huge modernization and rearmament 
efforts of the previous 12 years. The main 
causes here are not the mistakes of a single 
individual, but rather the structural prob-
lems and challenges that the VKS has faced 
for years.

Russian Gen. Sergey Surovikin, the 
recently appointed commander of the 
Russian forces in Ukraine and the com-
mander-in-chief of the VKS, announced 
that, during the 236 days of war, from 
February 24 to October 17, the VKS con-
ducted more than 34,000 combat flights 
and used more than 7,000 guided muni-
tions (TASS, October 18). Compared to the 
Syrian campaign, Russia was able to 
increase intensity of its air power in 
responding to the much more intensive 
nature of the current war: in Syria, in 447 
days, from September 30, 2015, to 
December 19, 2016, the VKS conducted 
more than 30,000 combat flights (RIA 
Novosti, December 20, 2016). Therefore, 
despite the fact that the number of combat 
flights differed from day to day, the average 
daily number of combat flights increased 
from 67 in 2015-2016 to 144 in 2022.

However, Russia has not been able to 
achieve the intensity and efficiency of air 
superiority that has been demonstrated in 

the past by the United States and its North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) allies, 
which has been Moscow’s goal for decades. 
For example, during the operation in Iraq, 
the international coalition conducted 
20,733 combat flights and used 19,948 
guided munitions in the brief period 
between March 19 and April 18, 2003 
(Airandspaceforces.com, July 2003). Briefly 
speaking, the average daily indicators of 
VKS activity in Ukraine compared with that 
of the U.S. and its allies in Iraq two decades 
ago are five times less regarding combat 
flights and 21 times less regarding guided 
munitions. There are insights into why 
Russia’s air power was not enough to 
defeat Ukraine at the very beginning of its 
most recent aggression.

For the several decades following the 
Soviet period, Russia’s air power has been 
developed in two primary directions. On 
the one hand, its theoretical development 
presumed permanent preparations for a 
conventional clash with the superior U.S. 
and NATO air forces or at least with the 
regular and well-trained armed forces 
(Voennaya Mysl, 2018; Voennaya Mysl, 
2019; Voennaya Mysl, 2021). On the other 
hand, air power in practice was related 
mostly with combat operations against 
non-regular forces that had neither formal 
air forces nor advanced air defense capabil-
ities. During operations, the VKS’s main 
responsibilities were covering ground forc-
es and providing fire support (Voennaya 

by Hlib Parfonov
Eurasia Daily Monitor

When it comes to industrial mobilization 
in Russia, it is necessary to underline a crit-
ical component of the topic: the degree of 
integration between military and civilian 
production. During World War I, 80 percent 
of military products were produced by 
civilian enterprises in Russia; by 1941, the 
share of civilian industry in the production 
of military equipment had fallen to 50 per-
cent and by 1963 to 10 percent. Currently, 
this integration does not exceed 3 to 5 per-
cent. Thus, the Russian military-technical 
industry is an increasingly isolated indus-
try.

“Mobilization” of the Russian civilian 
industry is de facto impossible: it simply 
cannot be involved in military production. 
The military industry itself cannot be 
expanded due to the lack of equipment and 
the many “bottlenecks” associated with 
importing components.

Against the backdrop of numerous 
demands to mobilize the Russian economy 
and transfer it to a better war footing, 
Moscow is also experiencing a wave of 
bankruptcies and rampant selling off of 
defense plants. Eight months after the start 
of the war, it is obvious that the Russian 
leadership is still grappling with a severe 
lack of production capacity in its military-
industrial complex.

Indeed, numerous Russian military pro-
duction facilities are closing, including the 
following: 50th Automobile Repair Plant, 

Rostov-on-Don; 258th Repair Plant for 
Fuel-Filling and Transportation Facilities, 
Bataysk; 751st Repair Plant, Rostov, 
Yaroslavl region; 5th Central Automobile 
Repair Plant, Yekaterinburg; 88th Central 
Automobile Repair Plant, Chita; 15th 
Central Automobile Repair Plant, Novo-
sibirsk; 172nd Central Automobile Repair 
Plant, Voronezh; 9th Central Automobile 
Repair Plant, Saratov and Engels.

All these entities belonged to Spetsre-
mont JSC, which is controlled by the 
Russian Ministry of Defense and engaged in 
the repair and modernization of armored 
vehicles. In 2017, Defense Minister Sergei 
Shoigu said in the Russian State Duma (RIA 
Novosti, February 22, 2017) that Spetsre-
mont still owed the Ministry of Defense 
22,000 units of military equipment or 12 
billion rubles ($195 million) for an unful-
filled 2012-2013 contract. Subsequently, 
this enterprise was transferred to Rostec 
JSC (RBC, September 4, 2019).

The remaining factories are selling 
unique equipment for next to nothing, and 
experienced personnel are constantly 
being fired. As can be expected, numerous 
corruption scandals have accompanied this 
process. For example, Andrey Yakovlev, for-
mer director of the 88th Central Automo-
bile Repair Plant, was arrested in 2015 for 
organizing a criminal enterprise with his 
access.

Most factories are waiting for the sale of 
equipment to fund future production. But it 

Russian air power: Vanished 
or overstated to begin with?

Recent Kremlin policies  
bog down Russian war effort
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Ministry (MVS), according to MVS deputy 
minister Kateryna Pavlichenko. 6,000 
women serve in the National Guard, among 
whom 400 are officers.

There are no female generals in the AFU, 
but there is a woman general in the coun-
try’s counter intelligence agency, the 
Security Service of Ukraine (SBU). Though 
they still face instances of discrimination 
and stigma, they are raising the country’s 
prestige and profile as it fights an existen-
tial war for survival amid what many say is 
Moscow’s genocidal intention to destroy 
the Ukrainian nation and culture.

Prior to June 2016, the Defense Ministry 
did not allow women to fulfill combat roles. 
They could not perform missions in recon-
naissance, as snipers or in command com-
bat vehicles.

“That’s why there are no female generals 
yet; they haven’t grown that much to 
achieve that rank,” Ms. Bilozerska said.

The women in combat and non-combat 
roles now are part of a force that numbers 
up to or more than one million military 
personnel. Before the Kremlin launched its 
full-scale onslaught, Ukraine’s army num-
bered around 250,000 personnel – not 
including newly formed territorial defense 
units – whom are now under the purview 
of the AFU, the National Guard, the SBU and 
other forces.

Given the pre-2016 combat restrictions, 
women like Ms. Bilozerska joined volunteer 
battalions. In time, she has become known 
as a legendary sniper.

She took part in military exercises for 10 
years prior to 2014 with the right-wing 
nationalist group the Ukrainian National 
Assembly-Ukrainian People’s Self-Defense, 
known by the acronym UNA-UNSO.

“So, I entered the war more or less 
trained,” she said.

She served as a sniper from 2014 to 
2017, the latter two years of which with the 
Ukrainian Volunteer Army, which was 
formed after the volunteer Right Sector 
battalion splintered.

Ms. Bilozerska then returned to Kyiv and 

went through officer training school as an 
artillerist. She then served as a platoon com-
mander in the Marines from 2018 to 2020.

When asked why people say women 
make better snipers, whether it is because 
of their smaller lungs, she said, “Female 
snipers, as a rule, are more calm, attentive 
and focused than men. This is a plus. And at 
the same time, they are physically weaker, 
this is a minus.”

Asked about instances of discrimination, 
she said physical weakness is the main rea-
son she gets complaints from her male 
counterparts serving with her in an undis-
closed unit.

“We carry out tasks where we are sent; 
we do not stay in one place for a long time,” 
she told a correspondent for The Ukrainian 
Weekly, who agreed to certain confidential-
ity conditions imposed on the interview by 
the AFU.

In the country’s military doctrine, there 
shouldn’t be discrimination, but “it exists in 
the heads of certain commanders” who 
don’t “want to allow women into combat 
roles,” she said.

Despite that, Ms. Bilozerska said some-

times she hears that “Women should have 
no place in war.”

Contribution

Women have to stay focused to their mil-
itary roles and not play to classic gender 
roles “of smiling and being feminine,” said 
senior sailor Yaryna Chornohuz to the 
Ukrainian publication of women’s lifestyle 
magazine Elle earlier this month.

She joined the military in 2019 and is 
now a combat medic in a reconnaissance 
unit of the Marines carrying out both com-
bat and medical treatment roles.

In July, the magazine started profiling 
women serving in the armed forces on a 
monthly basis to highlight the contribution 
they’re making to the war effort.

Ms. Chornohuz has been on the frontline 
in the east for 14 months without respite 
and time to decompress, “except for [brief] 
service-related business trips,” she told the 
magazine.

Her grandfather, Orest Chornohuz, was a 
famous writer, and she also published in 
2020 a collection of poems titled “How the 
War Circle Bends.”

Regarding discrimination, Ms. Chorno-
huz said that some in her unit have “tried to 
devalue what I do, they tried to prove to me 
that I am still weaker because I am a 
woman, that I should smile and be femi-
nine, but I never accepted all of this and 
very categorically disagreed with it. 
Basically, now, in my third year in the 
Marine Corps, I don’t see anything like that 
in my unit. I am perceived the same as oth-
ers. I do not feel any discrimination.”

Inclusiveness

Sarah Ashton-Cirillo, a 45-year-old 
American from Nevada, also couldn’t “sit 
back any longer as a passive participant to 
the ongoing Russian war crimes and terror-
ism,” so she decided to join the army as a 
combat medic.

The transgender female had lived in 
Kharkiv for seven-and-a-half months 
before the indelible day of February 24 and 
served as a press officer for the Armed 
Forces in the Kharkiv region.

“I was astonished that [Kremlin autocrat 
Vladimir] Putin was so stupid as to invade” 
the country, she said of her reaction to the 
day Russia launched its full-scale war on 
Ukraine.

“Ultimately, I felt the right way to move 
forward in this battle for freedom was to 
join” the army “as a soldier.”

On October 27, she completed her com-
bat medical training test and is now part of 
a Crimean-Tatar battalion.

In the initial stages of joining the unit, 
her Crimean-Tatar commander “was taken 
aback by the appearance of a transgender 
American recruit looking to fight,” she said 
on Twitter.

For Ukrainian women, the motivation to 
fight varies.

Before February, some women entered 
the AFU to be closer their husbands and 
earn good pay with which they could pur-
chase an apartment, “even in Kyiv if they 
conserved money,” Ms. Bilozerska said.

For other women who have been wid-
owed, the motivation to fight is to exact a 
measure of revenge.

“But after February 24, serving in the 
army became so dangerous that economic 
reasons became secondary,” she said.

(Continued from page 1)

Cause for...

Olena Bilozerska of Kyiv was pictured in the spring armed with a Ukrainian-made 
Z-10 sniper rifle with a sounder moderator attached to the barrel. 

Courtesy of Olena Bilozerska

is a slow process. And all of this is happen-
ing at a time of an extremely urgent need 
for re-supply of critical military equipment 
to Russian forces on the front lines.

Based on the formation of Russian mili-
tary units currently in Ukraine, it can be 
concluded that a partial rollback has begun 
of Anatoliy Serdyukov’s reforms (see 
Eurasia Daily Monitor, June 14). In fact, in 
some ways the Russian Armed Forces are 
returning to Soviet standards and organiza-
tion.

Meanwhile, the “LPR/DPR-ization” 
(Luhansk and Donetsk people’s republics) 
of the Russian army continues. A primary 
feature of this process is thoughtless mobi-
lization without thoughtful skill-matching 
for assigning roles to new recruits. At the 
moment, mobilization among the rural 
population prevails, as urban residents are 
considered a more important resource for 
the national economy (Media.zona, 
September 26). All this leads to the mobi-
lized not possessing the knowledge to 
properly use small arms, tactical medicine 
and other basic military equipment.

This “LPR/DPR-ization” is also charac-
terized by the lack of a cadre of officers in 
the Russian army, whose losses have been 
catastrophic for Russia. Replacement of lost 
positions has not gone according to actual 
needs – repeatedly reserve officers are 

mobilized as privates (T.me/grey_zone, 
September 24). This, in turn, will lead to a 
similar situation as the one faced by the 
mobilized regiments of Luhansk. No full-
time officers were present in the compa-
nies and battalions, and central command 
was led by privates who did not have the 
appropriate experience (Leon-spb67.live-
journal.com, April 26).

Given all of this, what tasks are now fac-
ing the Ukrainian army? Having reached 
parity in manpower, and possibly even 
exceeding it, Russia will probably launch an 
offensive to reach the administrative bor-
ders of the occupied regions of Zaporizhia 
and Donetsk. In this case, Ukraine may pre-
pare echeloned defense lines in a number 
of places with bunkers and concrete shel-
ters, since in those areas there will be a 
mass concentration of Russian artillery 
units. This approach is to be expected in 
places with a large urban agglomeration, 
such as in the Donbas.

In the remaining sectors, a mobile 
defense posture will most likely be utilized 
to encircle the enemy and provide for fur-
ther liquidation of subunits. We should 
expect to see the requisition of civilian 
transport from the Russian population for 
the army’s needs, which will have a nega-
tive effect on both the army and society 
(YouTube, October 21).

Furthermore, Russian forces have begun 
to experience problems in repairing mod-
ern tanks. This is connected to the daunting 
task of the 103rd Armored Plant in restor-

ing 800 T-62M tanks (T.me/milinfolive, 
October 12). By itself, the T-62M is gradual-
ly becoming the main battle tank of the 
Russian Armed Forces. In Transbaikalia, at 
the Krasny Yar training grounds, the first 
modernized T-62M tanks were installed 
with new gunner thermal-imaging sights. 
Presumably, this is a 1PN96MT-02 sight 
with a thermal-imaging channel and a laser 
rangefinder. Replacing the hopelessly out-
dated 1K13 night-sight, the new thermal 
imager will allow the gunner to detect tank-
type targets at a distance of up to 3 kilome-
ters (T.me/mod_russia, October 22; Rg.ru, 
October 24).

Additionally, the possible growing risks 
along the Ukrainian-Belarusian border 
should be addressed. At the moment, the 
following moves are being implemented:

A Russian military commission survey is 
determining the locations for unloading 
and loading troops and supplies, providing 
direction for the involvement of Belarusian 
Railway officials and the Russian military 
communications services of the Russian 
Armed Forces.

If necessary, facilities are being estab-
lished for repairing weapons platforms and 
preparing for vehicle arrivals at railway sta-
tions.

Serviceability of communications infra-
structure is being updated to improve the 
operational management of military trans-
portation.

Schedules are being actively developed 
for the movement of military trains along 

the Belarusian railways (T.me/belzhd_live, 
September 27).

These actions have been indicative of the 
redeployment of some Russian mobilized 
units to Belarusian territory. Russian forces 
there will train at Belarusian training 
grounds together with units of the 
Belarusian Armed Forces and their instruc-
tors. This creates a direct threat along the 
entire Ukrainian border with Belarus. Thus, 
this new grouping is forcing the Ukrainian 
army to spend precious resources on forti-
fying this specific operational area.

Ukraine’s allies and partners should, in 
response, step up assistance in training the 
rank-and-file of the Ukrainian army, as 
more Ukrainians will likely be mobilized to 
restore parity with the newly mobilized 
Russian forces. Critically, the West should 
continue its supply of crucial weaponry, 
including M142 HIMARS artillery systems, 
various Multiple-Launch Rocket Systems 
and more advanced air defense capabilities. 
With the increase in the number of mobi-
lized enemy personnel, Ukrainian artillery, 
as it currently stands, will be spread thin 
and, as a result, have to sacrifice less impor-
tant operational areas. Therefore, Ukraine’s 
Western allies should seek to re-bolster 
Ukrainian units to be fully prepared for the 
next Russian onslaught.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)
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Members of Connecticut Congressional delegation pledge unwavering support for Ukraine

How hard is Russia trying to acquire sensitive Western military technology? A U.S. indictment provides clues

by Alex Kuzma

HARTFORD, Conn. – In a forceful show of 
solidarity with the people of Ukraine, five 
members of the U.S. Congressional delega-
tion from Connecticut held a joint press 
conference on October 25 at the Ukrainian 
National Home (UNH) in Hartford, Conn., 
where they pledged their continued sup-
port for Ukraine and denounced any efforts 
to weaken U.S. assistance to Kyiv.

Led by U.S. Sen. Richard Blumenthal and 
U.S. Rep. John Larson, the press conference 
also included statements by U.S. Reps. Rosa 
DeLauro, Jahana Hayes, Jim Himes and Joe 
Courtney.

Each member of Congress used the occa-
sion to condemn remarks made by U.S. 
House Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy, 
who several days earlier declared that 
Ukraine could face reductions in military 
and humanitarian aid should Republicans 
regain control of Congress.

The press conference received extensive 
front page coverage in the Hartford Courant 
as well as on local television news.

Hartford Mayor Luke Bronin opened the 
press conference by praising the state’s 
Ukrainian community for its strong advoca-
cy for the embattled people of Ukraine. He 
then introduced Mr. Blumenthal who visit-
ed Ukraine and met with Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy twice this 
year.

 In an emotional statement, Mr. 
Blumenthal recalled his visit to Bucha, 
Ukraine, the site of alleged Russian war 
crimes and civilian mass graves.

“I was repulsed. I was moved to tears to 
see those sites of mass graves, where 
[Russian President] Vladimir Putin has mur-
dered, mercilessly, women and children. … 
Vladimir Putin is a murderous, genocidal 
war criminal,” Mr. Blumenthal said, who also 
co-sponsored legislation declaring Russia a 
state sponsor of terrorism. 

Mr. Blumenthal has been an outspoken 
advocate of increased military and humani-

tarian aid to Ukraine.
Mr. Courtney challenged Mr. McCarthy’s 

statement that Ukraine would no longer 
receive a “blank check” if he became speak-
er of the U.S. House, and he pointed out that 
the Ukrainian government had created an 
oversight committee and instituted bar 
coding on all incoming U.S. arms and 
humanitarian shipments so that every item 
could be accounted for and reported to the 
U.S. Inspector General’s Office.

He then praised Ms. DeLauro, who chairs 
the powerful U.S. House Appropriations 
Committee, for crafting legislation that pro-
vided over $40 billion dollars in aid to 
Ukraine, adding that there were extensive 
safeguards built into the aid package to pre-
vent misuse of incoming aid.

In her statement to the morning audi-
ence, Ms. DeLauro pledged to support a 
supplemental aid package to Ukraine dur-
ing the lame duck session of Congress after 
the midterm elections.

“We cannot stand on the sidelines,” Ms. 
DeLauro said.  “Whatever Ukraine needs, 

we must be there to support Ukraine. We’re 
never going to back down.”

In addition to her Congressional advoca-
cy, Ms. DeLauro has also been very support-
ive of grassroots efforts in her district to 
help the Ukrainian American Veterans and 
doctors at Yale New Haven Hospital ship 
valuable medical supplies to Ukraine.

Ms. Hayes, a former history teacher who 
was honored as a “Teacher of the Year” by 
former U.S. President Barack Obama before 
running for Congress, recalled teaching her 
students about the dangers of American 
isolationism during the rise of fascism in 
Europe.

“This is no time to back down in the face 
of tyranny and Putin’s aggression,” Ms. 
Hayes said.

Mr. Himes, who just returned from a 
fact-finding mission to Ukraine with a 
bipartisan delegation, was not able to join 
the press conference in person, but he 
addressed the audience by Zoom from his 
home in Stamford, Conn. He reminded the 
audience that every day the Russians are 

sending five or six missiles into Kyiv and 
hitting civilian targets in many other cities.

“These are war crimes,” said Mr. Himes, 
who also chastised members of the 
Progressive Caucus who sent a letter to U.S. 
President Joe Biden urging him to initiate 
negotiations with the Putin regime. Since 
then, the authors of that letter have retract-
ed their correspondence and pledged their 
support for further aid to help Ukraine 
defeat the Russian army.

Mr. Larson promised that he and his 
Democratic colleagues would maintain a 
“firewall” against any reductions in aid to 
Ukraine.

He then invited recent refugee Dmytro 
Voitenko to the podium, where, speaking 
via a translator, the Ukrainian thanked the 
Congressional delegation and the Ukrainian 
American community for supporting his 
country. He reminded them that more than 
100 Ukrainians are dying daily at the hands 
of Russian war criminals.

The UNH in Hartford, Conn., has been 
the site of numerous rallies and community 
meetings. Following the February invasion 
of Ukraine by more than 100,000 Russian 
troops, the UNH served as a staging area for 
a massive aid drive that lasted several 
weeks and filled multiple tractor trailers 
with humanitarian supplies bound for 
Ukraine.   

 Connecticut’s Congressional leaders 
have been heavily involved with the 
Ukrainian community, attending numerous 
rallies in support of Ukraine, visiting local 
Ukrainian churches and universities and 
meeting regularly with community leaders.

The October 25 press conference was a 
notably rare joint appearance by so many 
members of Congress who were deter-
mined to express their unwavering com-
mitment to Ukraine.

As the Hartford Courant pointed out, 
given their various schedules and different 
locations, “it is relatively rare for the entire 
House delegation to gather collectively in 
one location.”

by Mike Eckel
RFE/RL

In late June 2019, a Russian man named 
Yury Orekhov met in a European hotel with 
a businessman representing a California-
based company involved in consulting and 
logistics. Mr. Orekhov, the co-owner of a 
German industrial equipment and commod-
ities trading company, told the businessman 
that he wanted to buy U.S. components to be 
used in a Russian Sukhoi fighter jet.

According to a U.S. federal indictment 
unsealed this week, Mr. Orekhov allegedly 
told the unnamed businessman that the 
paperwork would have to be falsified to 
show a fake Malaysian company was the 
purchaser, in order avoid U.S. export 
restrictions.

Not long after, a Russian woman who 
worked for Mr. Orekhov followed up with 
the businessman, requesting help to buy 
sensitive military technologies including 
“tactical air navigation interrogators and 
multi-mode receivers, radiation-hardened, 
military-grade two-terminal temperature 
transducers.”

The sale never went through, according 
to U.S. prosecutors – but others arranged 
by Mr. Orekhov’s company did, including “a 
variety of sensitive, military-grade technol-
ogies in five transactions totaling over 
$250,000” purchased from a New York 

company between 2018 and 2020.
Those and other details were listed in an 

indictment dated September 26 but 
unsealed in late October, charging Mr. 
Orekhov and four other Russian citizens 
with a complex, multiyear scheme to 
secretly obtain U.S. military technology and 
circumvent export restrictions. Two other 
people were also charged in an unrelated 
scheme to sell Venezuelan oil.

The indictment offers a glimpse into 
how Russia has struggled for years, if not 
decades, to acquire sensitive Western tech-
nology and military hardware: everything 
from night-vision goggles for soldiers to 
powerful computer chips for advanced 
fighter jets.

How successful the effort has been is an 
open question. According to news reports 
and military analysts, sensitive Western 
technologies are widely employed in 
Russian weaponry and military equipment.

“Russia’s multibillion-dollar, decades-
long military modernization program has 
depended on the extensive use of micro-
electronics manufactured in the U.S., Japan, 
Taiwan, South Korea, Switzerland, the 
Netherlands, the U.K., France and Germany,” 
according to a report published in August 
by the Royal United Services Institute, a 
London-based think tank.

Mr. Orekhov was arrested in Germany on 
October 17, and U.S. prosecutors said they 

will seek his extradition. E-mails seeking 
further comment sent to his company, 
based in Hamburg, Germany, were not 
immediately answered.

According to U.S. prosecutors, the indict-
ment against Mr. Orekhov and his associ-
ates is based in part on the discovery of U.S. 
technologies found in Russian equipment 
that was seized in Ukraine – technologies 
that were sourced from several of the U.S. 
companies that were approached by Mr. 
Orekhov.

“What’s being alleged here is pretty 
much garden-variety sanctions evasion, 
things the North Koreans or Syrians have 
done,” said Brian O’Toole, a former U.S. 
Treasury Department sanctions official. 
“Setting up a front company in Dubai isn’t a 
new or clever idea, nor do I see it as 
uniquely Russian.”

‘Import substitution ... remains  
a problem’

The Kremlin has recognized for years 
that reliance on Western technology has 
been an Achilles’ heel for its armed forces. 
Modernizing the country’s economy, and 
encouraging more investment and entre-
preneurship in the fields of computing and 
high-technology, was largely the motivation 
behind the creation of Skolkovo, a pet proj-
ect in the late 2000s under then-President 
Dmitry Medvedev.

That effort came under scrutiny early on 
by the FBI, which issued an unusual public 
warning singling out Skolkovo, suggesting 
foreign governments might be using pri-
vate companies to acquire critical technolo-
gies.

Those partnerships with the West were 
strained after Russia seized Ukraine’s 
Crimean Peninsula in 2014 and funded and 
equipped a separatist insurgency in 
Ukraine’s eastern Donbas region. The West 
imposed sweeping sanctions on Russia in 
response.

The Kremlin, meanwhile, sought to scale 
back the extent to which Russia’s modern-
izing military relied on Western technology 
acquired legally or illegally.

According to an internal Russian govern-
ment review seen by Bloomberg, govern-
ment officials put in place specific targets 
from 2019 to cut Russia’s dependence on 
Western parts for everything from subma-
rines to radar to missile-defense systems.

But, according to the Bloomberg report, 
a review conducted by the Prosecutor 
General’s Office in April 2021 – 10 months 
before the Kremlin launched a full-scale 
invasion of Ukraine – found the plan fell 
widely short.

“Import substitution in the defense 
industry remains a problem,” then-Prose-

U.S. Sen. Richard Blumenthal pledged continued U.S. Congressional funding for 
Ukraine during a press conference at the Ukrainian National Home in Hartford, 
Conn., on October 25. He was joined by (from left to right) Hartford Mayor Luke 

Bronin, U.S. Reps. Jahana Hayes, Rosa DeLauro and John Larson.

Alex Kuzma

(Continued on page 17)
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The following is a guest editorial written by Alexandra Holyk, student editor of 
the Ukrainian Canadian Students’ Union (SUSK), fourth-year journalism student 
at Toronto Metropolitan University and editorial assistant at CTV National News.

From October 28 to 30, 20 delegates on behalf of the Ukrainian Canadian 
Students’ Union (SUSK) participated in the Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC) 
Triennial Congress in Winnipeg, Manitoba. 

This group of 20 individuals is made up of current students and recent gradu-
ates, all of whom are heavily involved in the Ukrainian community and recog-
nize the importance of maintaining cultural traditions through dance, post-sec-
ondary campus clubs and youth organizations. 

It is the 27th UCC Triennial Congress since it was inaugurated in 1940. For 82 
years, the UCC has continued to thrive and support Ukrainians in Canada, as 
well as those in Ukraine. SUSK falls under the UCC’s umbrella of affiliated orga-
nizations – it is currently the only organization entirely run by and comprised of 
young Ukrainians between the ages of 18 and 29 and it is the largest Ukrainian 
student network in the world. 

Since the invasion of Ukraine by Russia and its president, Vladimir Putin, both 
of these organizations have stood shoulder-to-shoulder with our brothers and 
sisters on the frontlines of the war, raising awareness, funds and donations as 
well as enacting change within political and post-secondary leadership to pro-
vide all of the support possible in Ukraine’s fight for democracy.

There’s no wonder why the theme of this year’s triennial congress is “stron-
ger together.”

Growing up in the Ukrainian community in the greater Toronto area, I have 
seen first-hand how Ukrainians unite, not only in the face of adversity but to cel-
ebrate our Ukrainian culture, too. From performing at Ukrainian festivals to 
singing Ukrainian folk songs around a fire at camp to wearing a Ukrainian 
embroidered blouse to class “just because,” there isn’t a group that takes more 
pride in their ethnicity than Ukrainians do. 

But some people go above and beyond simply by participating in their 
Ukrainian culture – they share their traditions with the broader community and 
teach the next generation about the importance of keeping their culture close to 
their hearts. They are leaders within the Ukrainian community and will be rec-
ognized at the Triennial Congress for their efforts as recipients of the 
Shevchenko Award, as well as the UCC Leadership Award.

The UCC doesn’t fail to honor those who make up the next generation of lead-
ers within the Ukrainian Canadian community. This year, there are 13 individu-
als set to receive the UCC Youth Leadership award, including Roman Grod.

Mr. Grod has been heavily involved in the Ukrainian community for most of 
his life and recently served as the president of SUSK from 2019 to 2021. He says 
this year’s congress theme is relevant today, especially with global support for 
Ukraine. 

“The global community coming together to support Ukraine has really put a 
lot of pressure on Russia and has also made Ukraine a lot stronger and a lot 
more able to defend itself in the war,” he said. 

Marysa Fosty, SUSK national vice president, echoed Mr. Grod’s sentiments 
and she emphasized the importance of SUSK’s involvement in the congress.

“I hope SUSK representatives will be able to connect with like-minded youth 
from various Ukrainian organizations that will allow us to strengthen the foun-
dation we have been building upon since February for Ukrainian students arriv-
ing in Canada,” she said, eluding to the organization’s lobbying efforts to demand 
more support for Ukrainian students from post-secondary institutions. 

The congress was expected to host many notable speakers and panelists, 
including Canadian Deputy Prime Minister Chrystia Freeland and Minister of 
National Defense Anita Anand.

Participants of all ages will have the opportunity to expand their networks 
over the weekend. But it is the next generation – the delegates of SUSK and 
other Ukrainian youth – who will be able to connect and take pride in making 
the community, as a whole, stronger together.

The Ukrainian Weekly

Eighty-one years ago, on November 3, 1941, Ralph Ingersoll of 
the New York PM newspaper estimated that at least 2 million 
tons of Ukrainian wheat had fallen into Nazi control during 
World War II. The news was confirmed in a dispatch by United 
Press correspondent Frederick C. Oechsner, who was last report-
ed to be behind Nazi lines on the southern front of the war.

“Before reaching Otchakov,” Mr. Oechsner wrote, “the correspondents were surprised in 
view of persistent reports of Soviet ‘scorched earth’ tactics to see large quantities of grain 
harvested and stacked in the fields lining the route of a 265-mile drive through the ‘grana-
ry of Europe.’

“Autumn plowing was evident in many sections. German authorities estimated that 50 
percent of the land had been plowed in those areas. There was no visible evidence of 
large-scale threshing, which the Germans said could wait indefinitely since the stacks are 
more or less weatherproof.”

On November 17, 1941, Alfred Rosenberg was named Reich minister for the East by the 
Nazis and acted as chief civilian administrator of occupied Soviet territory. Previously, 
Erich Koch, governor of East Prussia, served as Reich commissioner for Ukraine, and 
Neinrich Lohse, former governor of Shlewsig-Holstein, as Reich commissioner for the 

Nov.
3

1941

Turning the pages back...
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UCC Triennial Congress Kramatorsk. British intelligence has said 
Moscow may see the capture of Bakhmut 
as a prerequisite for advancing to the two 
cities – the most significant Ukrainian-
controlled parts of the Donetsk region.

Russian-installed authorities in Shakh-
tarsk, east of the city of Donetsk, said 
Ukrainian shelling had set ablaze fuel tanks 
at the town’s railway station.

The reports could not be independently 
verified.

Mr. Zelenskyy did not provide an update 
on the situation in the Kherson region in 
southern Ukraine, which has been the 
scene of recent movements on both sides.

“Generally, we are strengthening our 
positions all over the front line, reducing 
the invaders’ capabilities, destroying their 
logistics and preparing good news for 
Ukraine,” he said.

Russia, meanwhile, repeated the 
unfounded claim that Ukraine plans to set 
off a dirty bomb.

This time it was Russian President 
Vladimir Putin who made the accusation, 
speaking in remarks carried by Russian 
television.

Putin said Ukraine plans to “use a so-
called dirty bomb as a provocation.” It was 
the first time Putin made the unsubstanti-
ated allegation, which his officials have 
been repeating since the weekend.

Putin made the remarks as he moni-
tored drills of Russia’s strategic nuclear 
forces.

“Under the leadership of ... Vladimir 
Putin, a training session was held with 
ground, sea and air strategic deterrence 
forces during which [time] practical 
launches of ballistic and cruise missiles 
took place,” the Kremlin said in a statement.

Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu 
reported to Putin that the exercise simulat-
ed a “massive nuclear strike” retaliating for 
a nuclear attack on Russia.

The United States said Russia provided 
advance notice of the annual drills, which 
are taking place as North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO) carries out its own 
annual nuclear exercises.

NATO Secretary General Jens Stolten-
berg called Russia’s unsubstantiated state-
ments about the use of a dirty bomb 
“absurd.”

The NATO allies “reject this blatantly 
false accusation, and Russia must not use 
false pretexts to escalate the war further,” 
Mr. Stoltenberg told reporters at NATO 
headquarters in Brussels.

Ukraine and its Western allies have 
denied the claims and contend that Russia 
might itself try to detonate a dirty bomb, a 
weapon that would use the explosion of a 
conventional warhead to spread radioac-
tive, biological or chemical materials over a 
wide area of land.

Mr. Shoigu on October 26 called his 
counterparts from India and China to share 
Moscow’s concern about “possible 
Ukrainian provocations involving a dirty 
bomb,” according to the Russian Defense 
Ministry.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov told 
reporters on October 26 that Russia would 
“vigorously” continue to make the case to 
the international community that it believed 
Ukraine intended to detonate a “dirty 
bomb” with radioactive contaminants.

U.S. Secretary of State Anthony Blinken 
said the United States has “communicated 
directly and very clearly to the Russians” 
the consequences of such an attack.

Mr. Blinken, speaking at an event spon-
sored by the U.S. news outlet Bloomberg, 
did not specify when the Russians were 
informed or who did it.

Mr. Blinken repeated that the U.S. is 

“very closely” following Russia’s comments 
about the use of nuclear weapons but “does 
not see any reason to change its nuclear 
position.”

Russia’s statement that Ukraine is con-
sidering the possibility of using a dirty 
bomb is “another fabrication and is the 
height of irresponsibility on the part of a 
nuclear state,” Mr. Blinken said.

He noted that Russia has a history of 
accusing others of doing something they 
themselves have done or are about to do. 
He also said the U.S. was in direct commu-
nication with the Russians about their 
attempts to use the false claim as a pretext 
for any escalation of the war, which is now 
in its eighth month.

Moscow over the weekend claimed 
Ukraine is preparing to use a so-called dirty 
bomb on its own territory, drawing imme-
diate dismissal from the United States and 
other countries that have backed Ukraine.

Kyiv and its allies suspect Russia might 
have made the claim to set up a “false flag” 
attack in which it would use a dirty bomb 
itself but would blame the attack on 
Ukraine and use it to justify the use of con-
ventional nuclear weapons by Moscow.

“Let me just say Russia would be making 
an incredibly serious mistake were it to use 
a tactical nuclear weapon,” U.S. President 
Joe Biden told reporters on October 25. “I 
cannot guarantee you that it is a false flag 
operation yet. We don’t know. But it would 
be a serious mistake.”

Mr. Shoigu presented no evidence for the 
claim when he spoke on October 23 with 
his counterparts from several NATO coun-
tries, including Britain, France and the 
United States, who dismissed the claim 
after the series of calls.

Moscow took its accusations against 
Ukraine to the United Nations Security 
Council on October 25, and the country’s 
U.N. ambassador, Dmitry Polyanskiy, said 
afterward that Russia was “satisfied 
because we raised the awareness.”

Speaking to reporters, he added: “I don’t 
mind people saying that Russia is crying 
wolf if this doesn’t happen because this is a 
terrible, terrible disaster that threatens 
potentially the whole of the Earth.”

The International Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA) said earlier on October 25 that it is 
preparing to send inspectors to two 
Ukrainian sites in the coming days in reac-
tion to Ukraine’s request for an inspection 
following Russia’s claims.

Enerhoatom, Ukraine’s nuclear energy 
operator, issued a statement on October 24 
voicing its concern that Russia’s statements 
“may indicate that Russia is preparing an 
act of nuclear terrorism.”

Russian troops have occupied Ukraine’s 
Zaporizhia nuclear power plant, Europe’s 
largest, since March. It is still run by 
Ukrainian engineers though Russia claimed 
after its illegal annexation of the Zaporizhia 
region that it is on Russian territory.

Enerhoatom said that Russian forces 
have carried out unauthorized, secret con-
struction work over the last week at the 
plant in the area of the spent nuclear fuel 
storage facility.

Russian officers controlling the area 
won’t give access to Ukrainian staff or moni-
tors from the IAEA that would allow them to 
see what they are doing, the operator said.

Enerhoatom added that it “assumes” the 
Russians “are preparing a terrorist act 
using nuclear materials and radioactive 
waste stored” at the plant.

(With reporting by AFP, dpa, BBC and 
Reuters)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/russia-ukraine-
strikes-kherson/32101007.html).

(Continued from page 1)
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by Jakub Bornio
Eurasia Daily Monitor

While German politics remained rela-
tively stable under former Chancellor 
Angela Merkel and we may observe a cer-
tain level of continuity under her successor, 
Olaf Scholz, Polish politics have undergone 
a profound change since 2015, when the 
United Right (Law and Justice) took charge. 
This shift has significantly influenced 
German-Polish relations, which, despite 
strong economic ties, are currently in a 
deep political crisis. This breakdown in 
relations came to a head on October 3, 
when Polish Foreign Affairs Minister 
Zbigniew Rau sent a diplomatic note to 
Berlin concerning war reparations.

German-Polish relations are complex, 
multidimensional and full of contradic-
tions. Each country stands as one of the 
leading trading partners for the other; 
however, the partnership is not equal as 
Poland is Germany’s sixth-largest trading 
partner, accounting for around 5 percent of 
the well-balanced total import and export 
shares, whereas Germany remains Poland’s 
top trading partner responsible for 21 per-
cent of imports and 27 percent of exports 
(Wits.worldbank.org, October 26). 
Economic ties go beyond purely trade in 
goods and services and include numerous 
investments, for which Berlin is Warsaw’s 
second-leading partner responsible for 
17.5 percent of foreign direct investment in 
Poland (Nbp.pl, accessed October 25). Even 
so, especially recently, the bilateral relation-
ship has been hampered by a lack of mutu-
al trust.

The split started shortly after Law and 
Justice (PiS) seized power in 2015. Unlike 
its predecessors who “feared German 
power less than German inaction,” as for-
mer Polish Foreign Affairs Minister 
Radosław Sikorski stated (Dgap.org, 
November 28, 2011), PiS has distanced 
itself from both Germany and France. The 
dip in exchanges at the Weimar Triangle 
level and the subsequent abolishing of that 
platform, as well as Poland’s cancellation of 
the notorious Caracal deal, exemplify this 
shift.

Overall, Polish-German relations are 
influenced by two major vectors: European 
Union politics and official policy vis-à-vis 
Russia. Differing visions of European inte-
gration, namely the German ambition to 
follow the federal pattern and the Polish 
call to stick to the intergovernmental 
model, are mutually exclusive and further 
encumber bilateral relations. Furthermore, 
Polish authorities regularly accuse the 
Franco-German tandem of hegemonic ten-
dencies.

Due to historical grievances, the spec-
trum of German suppression remains vital. 
Moreover, Polish public opinion regarding 
Germany’s European policy has worsened 
year-over-year since 2015 (Barometr 
Polska-Niemcy, accessed October 25). 
Importantly, the same tendency is observed 
among German respondents regarding 
Polish policies (Barometr Polska-Niemcy, 
accessed October 25). This is sure to con-
tinue, as the war against Ukraine has high-
lighted significant differences between the 
German and Polish approaches. In line with 
this, the Polish government has been 
actively revitalizing the narrative of the 
country’s ongoing security dilemma due to 
being sandwiched between Germany and 
Russia.

Berlin’s ambiguity on Ukraine and the 
ultimate failure of its energy policy have 
enabled Poland to openly question German 
leadership in the E.U. And the issue has 
gained a new credibility following Russia’s 
aggression against Ukraine on February 24. 
Polish Prime Minister Mateusz Morawiecki, 
in an article for The Spectator, declared 
that, “If Europe had sent weapons to 
Ukraine on the same scale, and at the same 
pace, as Germany, the war would have 
ended long ago: with Russia’s absolute vic-
tory.”

Additionally, the Polish premier sugges-
tively called for “defeating imperialism” 
within the E.U. (The Spectator, August 8). 
Besides, Poland had its reasons to doubt 
German intentions even before the large-
scale war erupted. Unlike Poland’s eastern 
policy, which pays particular attention to 
the so-called “in-between” states, German 
Ostpolitik traditionally made Russia its 
focal point. After the first phase of Russian 
aggression in 2014, Germany remained 
restrained when it came to North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization (NATO) military 
deployment along its eastern flank. This 
happened at a time when Berlin also 
denied authorization for U.S. troops to 
cross its territory. Most importantly, 
Germany continued developing energy 
infrastructure projects with Russia, despite 
Moscow’s activities in Ukraine.

The split has only deepened due to 
Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine. 
German reluctance to aid Kyiv with offen-
sive military equipment and intense inter-
national pressure pushed Berlin to adopt 
the policy of swap-deals; namely, Germany 
agreed to replace gaps in European allies’ 
capabilities after they delivered weapons to 
Ukraine. Indeed, such an offer was submit-
ted after Poland equipped Ukraine with 
more than 200 modernized post-Soviet 
T-72 tanks. Yet, Germany’s proposition to 
deliver 20 Leopard 2A4s as replacements 
was ostentatiously refused by Poland. 
Polish Defense Minister Mariusz Błaszczak 
elaborated that, after some misleading 
communications, Berlin finally agreed to 
deliver a limited number of “unusable” 
tanks (wPolityce.pl, July 23).

In her reaction to Mr. Błaszczak’s state-
ments, German Minister of Defense 
Christine Lambrecht sent a letter to 
Warsaw in which she explained that the 
Bundeswehr has significant shortages and 
proposed joint production of a modern 
variant of the Leopard 2 MBT along with 
high-priority deliveries if Poland decides to 
purchase tanks from Germany (Defence24.
com, August 1). Unquestionably, the recent 
large-scale Polish-Korean multibillion arms 
contracts, which included K2 battle tanks, 
caused some ire in Berlin. Germany 
remains the fifth-largest military exporter 
globally (Sipri.org, March 2022) and cer-
tainly expected to gain some profits from 
Poland’s massive military modernization 
program (Die Welt, September 26).

Additionally, the energy crisis in the E.U. 
has negatively affected German-Polish rela-
tions. This is due to differing approaches on 
how to solve the issue at the E.U. level (DW, 
October 25). For example, most recently, 
Mr. Morawiecki heavily criticized Germany 
for its self-willed plan to freeze gas prices, 
which could have a negative impact on 
competitiveness in Europe’s single market 
(PolskieRadio.pl, October 7).

by Stephan Vitvitsky

The upcoming U.S. House and Senate 
midterm elections will have a significant 
impact on sustained U.S. military and eco-
nomic funding for Ukraine. Between out-
right opposition from some Republicans for 
aid to Ukraine and limited interest from 
Republican House and Senate leadership in 
cooperating with U.S. President Joe Biden, 
the best a Republican Congress will deliver 
is a slow walk of aid. A complete end to 
funding cannot be ruled out. Both options 
would be disastrous for Ukraine.

In the Midwest states, the topic of 
Ukraine is relevant in House and Senate 
races. In Michigan’s 10th Congressional 
District, which includes the largest 
Ukrainian American community in the 
state, GOP candidate John James has made 
very limited comments of support to 
Ukraine. Despite numerous Ukraine soli-
darity events in his district since the war 
began, he attended only one – in February – 
during which time he offered Ukraine his 
prayers. More recently, his public com-
ments have turned skeptical over contin-
ued aid for Ukraine. In a September 10 post 
on Twitter, he questioned the “billions of 
dollars for Ukraine with no accountability.” 
Core to his fundraising is calling into ques-
tion U.S. assistance for Ukraine, arguing in a 
September 15 email to supporters that “Joe 
Biden and Democrats are writing blank 
checks to Ukraine with no oversight on 
how it’s spent.” 

In Ohio, the GOP candidate for the 
Senate, J.D. Vance, is openly hostile to 
Ukraine. “I don’t really care what happens 
to Ukraine one way or the other” he told 
Steve Bannon during an interview on 
February 19. “I think we are at a point 
where we have given enough money to 
Ukraine, I really do,” he said during a 
September 1 interview with ABC Action 
News Toledo. A victory for Mr. Vance would 
mean that Ohio would lose a strong voice 
on Ukraine, given that retiring GOP Sen. 
Rob Portman has been a strong supporter. 

In contrast to Messrs. James and Vance, 
Democratic candidates in Michigan and 
Ohio are strong supporters of Ukraine. In 
Michigan’s 10th district, Democrat Carl 
Marlinga has regularly attended Ukraine 
solidarity events where he has reinforced 
the importance of supporting Ukraine, 
including at a vigil in Warren, Mich., the 
evening before Ukrainian Independence 
Day. In response to Russia’s horrific missile 
attacks in October, he issued immediate 
condemnations on social media and recon-
firmed his support for military aid to 
Ukraine.

In Ohio, the Democratic candidate and 
current Rep. Tim Ryan has spoken about the 
importance of military support for Ukraine 
both on the U.S. House floor and at a 
Ukrainian Independence Day celebration in 
Parma, Ohio. He voted to approve $40 and 
$12.3 billion funding packages for Ukraine 
in May and September. And the record of 
Democratic Rep. Marcy Kaptur’s support for 
Ukraine is stellar over many years.

In May, 57 House and 11 Senate 
Republicans voted against a $40 billion mil-
itary and economic funding package for 

Ukraine. In September, the GOP rallied 201 
House Members and 25 Senators against a 
U.S. government funding measure that 
included $12.3 billion in aid for Ukraine. In 
contrast, every Democrat in the Senate and 
House voted in favor of the May and 
September Ukraine funding packages. 
Moreover, in an interview with Punchbowl 
News on October 18, Kevin McCarthy, the 
possible next Speaker of the House should 
the GOP gain control, repeatedly men-
tioned that the U.S. should not be giving a 
“blank check” to Ukraine. Given Mr. 
McCarthy’s comments, the recent GOP 
votes to deny additional funding for 
Ukraine, and the visceral anti-Ukraine rhet-
oric from some Republicans, as well as 
from Fox News Host Tucker Carlson, a 
Republican Congress could pose a major 
risk to future funding for Ukraine.

At the same time, the recent letter to Mr. 
Biden by 30 progressive Democrats calling 
for military and economic assistance to be 
paired with diplomacy with Russia was an 
extremely misguided and poor strategy to 
end the war. Fortunately, the letter was 
almost immediately withdrawn and con-
demned by Democrats across the spec-
trum. Moreover, while the progressive 
Democrats who signed the letter are naïve, 
they all voted to support the last two major 
U.S. funding packages for Kyiv.

Ukraine’s military needs will continue to 
be substantial in 2023. In particular, the 
country desperately needs air-defense sys-
tems to counter Russian missile and Iranian 
drone attacks. The country’s infrastructure 
and economy will eventually need to be 
rebuilt as well, which will be very costly. As 
a result, it would be a tragedy if the U.S. 
Congress reduced or ended U.S. military 
and economic aid; It is imperative that the 
U.S. not slow-walk or terminate aid to 
Ukraine. Its needs are immense and they 
will only grow with each Russian missile or 
drone fired into Ukraine. Seeking to destroy 
the country, Moscow has targeted civilian 
infrastructure throughout, including bridg-
es, roads, hospitals and most recently the 
country’s energy and power facilities. The 
latter is now incredibly important as Kyiv 
looks to repair and rebuild sites increasing-
ly targeted by Russia as it aims to demoral-
ize the will of the Ukrainian people in the 
coming winter months.

This is a crucial moment for Ukraine. 
When you head to the polls to vote – and I 
urge all Ukrainian Americans to cast their 
ballots – remember that the Ukrainian peo-
ple are on the right side of the battle for 
democracy and freedom, on the one hand, 
and autocracy, tyranny and despotism, on 
the other. I, for one, will choose those can-
didates who have repeatedly shown their 
commitment to stand by Ukraine no matter 
how long it takes.

Stephan Vitvitsky is an economist at 
General Motors in Detroit, where he lives 
with his wife and daughter. He previously 
was an economist at the International 
Monetary Fund and U.S.  Treasury 
Department in Washington, D.C., where he 
worked extensively on economic assistance 
for Ukraine and on sanctions on Russia. 
The views expressed above are his own.

As war rages in Ukraine,  
German-Polish schism deepens

U.S. midterm elections crucial in Ukraine’s 
continued fight for freedom and democracy
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by Vsevolod Petriv

BOSTON – The Ukrainian community of 
greater Boston celebrated Ukrainian inde-
pendence this year with five events, includ-
ing two flag raising ceremonies, a proces-
sion, a Ukrainian festival and an Indepen-
dence Day Picnic.

At the request of Salem, Mass., Mayor 
Kim Driscoll, currently a candidate for state 
lieutenant governor, a flag raising was held 
at Riley Plaza in Salem, Mass., on August 24.

The event was kicked off by Paul 
Rabchenuk, a local attorney and vice presi-
dent of the Boston chapter of the Ukrainian 
Congress Committee of America (UCCA 
Boston).

During the ceremony, Mr. Rabchenuk 
read a proclamation from the governor to 
mark the occasion.

In addition, to Mr. Driscoll’s remarks, 
U.S. Rep. Seth Moulton, State Sen. Joan 
Lovely, State Rep. Paul Tucker and Salem 
City Council President Patti Morsillo spoke 
at the event.

Mr. Tucker remarked on the resilience 
he has witnessed from the people of 
Ukraine. 

Galyna Shlapak, a resident of Salem, 
Mass., and Ukrainian citizen, stood in front 
of about 200 neighbors and supporters and 
commented that, unlike in previous centu-
ries when Ukrainians struggled on their 
own for their freedom, today, they are not 
alone. He said they have support from 
many people around the world, and espe-
cially from the United States.

Ms. Shlapak thanked all those present 
for standing with Ukraine as it fights to 
defend itself against Russian aggression.

Father James Morris of St. John the 
Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Church in Salem, 
Mass., thanked Ms. Driscoll, the city of 
Salem, and all attendees for standing in sol-
idarity with and supporting the Ukrainian 
people. He invited all to join him in prayer.

A historic flag raising ceremony was 
then held on Boston’s City Hall Plaza. 
Although the diaspora in Boston has been 
raising a Ukrainian flag on the plaza since 
1991 and before that on January 22 since 
1957, this event was special for two rea-
sons. First, Boston Mayor Michelle Wu 
attended and addressed the crowd with an 
exceptional set of remarks. It was the first 
time that a sitting Boston mayor personally 
attended a Ukrainian flag raising ceremony 
in Boston. Second, it was one of the first 
flag raisings that followed a legal battle 
decided by the supreme court of the United 
States regarding the regulations that gov-
erned such activities in Boston. The event 

was held at noon on a weekday and was 
attended by over 500 people. 

Vsevolod Petriv, president of the Boston 
Branch of UCCA, opened the event with a 
moment of silence for the heroes of 
Ukraine. Father Roman Tarnavsky of St. 
Andrew Ukrainian Orthodox Church in 
Boston led the benediction, which was fol-
lowed by the signing of the Star-Spangled 
Banner by Olga Lisovska and the Ukrainian 
national anthem by Valeriia Vovk and 
Svitlana Biliakovska.

As the Ukrainian anthem was sung, two 
students from the local School of Ukrainian 
Studies (Ridna Shkola), Kateryna Samaruk 
and Dmytro Kavun, raised the flag with the 
help of James Colimon from the mayor’s 
office.

In her speech, Ms. Wu noted the wider 
implications of Ukraine’s continued fight 
for independence and freedom.

“Today, the battle is being fought on 
Ukrainian soil, but it is part of a war that all 
of us who believe in democracy must stand 
up and take up together,” Ms. Wu said. “And 
when this fight is over – when Ukraine has 
won – we will be there as well to support 
the people of Ukraine in their efforts to 
recover and rebuild.”

After the mayor’s remarks, City Council 
President Ed Flynn addressed the crowd, 
and he was followed by councilors at large 
Michael Flaherty and Erin Murphy.

To remind those assembled why they 
have gathered in the plaze, Ivanka Roberts 
and Maria Saxe read the Act of Ukrainian 
Independence in both English and 
Ukrainian.

Father Jerzy Zebrowski, the pastor of 
Our Lady of Czestochawa Parish in South 
Boston, spoke in support of Ukraine on 
behalf of the local Polish community.

The flag raising program was closed by 
Father Yaroslav Nalysnyk of Christ the King 
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Boston who 
offered a moving and thought-provoking 
prayer for Ukraine.  

Following the flag raising, a solum pro-
cession organized by the Ukrainian 
Cultural Center of New England (UCCN) 
proceeded from Boston City Hall Plaza with 
individuals carrying banners and flags and 
a large 10-foot by 30-foot Ukrainian flag.

The procession stretched out for three 
to four blocks and coiled through the 
streets of Boston before arriving at the 
Chernobyl commemorative tree that stands 
in the city’s historic Boston Common.

The purpose of the walk was to highlight 
the grave danger posed by Russia’s ongoing 
occupation of the nuclear power plant in 
Zaporizhia, Ukraine.

Anton Khelbas and Ms. Vovk lead the 
procession dressed in traditional Ukrainian 
clothing while carrying sunflowers. Once 
the procession reached the Chornobyl 
commemorative tree, Ms. Vovk performed 
three original songs and other community 
members came forward to offer their 
expressions of hope and support for 
Ukraine. 

The celebration continued with a 
Ukrainian festival held on the grounds of 
Boston University on August 27. The event, 
honoring the country and its people, was 
put together by Boston University’s Center 
for the Study of Europe, Sky Philanthropy 
and the Sky International Center.

The festival organizers, led by Natasha 
Sky and Olga Lisovska, hoped to spread 
messages of hope, freedom and a call to 
action. Over 3,000 people attended the 
event throughout the day.

Dozens of artists and performers partic-
ipated, and the event included numerous 
vendors and food trucks.

Organizers also took a moment to recog-
nize 7News anchor Adam Williams for 
reporting from Poland, telling gut-wrench-
ing stories of death and survival just days 
into the Russian invasion.

Proceeds from the festival were to be 
donated to those most in need, including a 
children’s hospital and rehabilitation cen-
ter in Kyiv. 

The greater Boston’s community annual 
Ukrainian independence day picnic was 
held on the grounds of Christ the King 
Ukrainian Catholic Church on August 28. It 
drew more than 1,000 participants for a 
family style afternoon of comradery, fun, 
games and traditional Ukrainian food.

The event was sponsored by the Boston 
Branch of UCCA, with 14 local organiza-
tions and countless individuals working 
together to hold the festival.

Traditional Ukrainian food was pre-
pared and served by a wide cross section of 
community volunteers headed by Vera 
Bohkenik and Oksana Syneyko with sup-
port from Irena Kurilo and Maria Syneyko. 
The event featured a short formal and 
artistic program. 

The formal program included the singing 
of national anthems, proclamations read by 
Julian and Damion Zaiats, speeches by 
Boston City Council President Ed Flynn, 
James Colimon from the Boston mayor’s 
office, a poem read by a 7-year-old girl from 
the Asian American Community in support 
of Ukraine and a heartfelt thank you by Ms. 
Saxe to all of the event’s sponsors. 

The artistic program featured Ukrainian 
folk songs sung by St. Andrew Orthodox 

Church’s Choir Quartet, Tetyana Portyan-
kina, Yulia Samokhvalova, Halyna Pysak 
and Ilyana Sawka. Ukrainian Poems were 
recited by Markian Zaiats (age 5) and 
Adriana Zaiats (age 8). Olga Abakumova, a 
former soloist-vocalist at Khmelnytsky 
Regional Philharmonic, Svitlana Biliakov-
ska, a Ukrainian student at the Berkeley 
school of music, and the Marko Boroda and 
Friends Ukrainian Folk Band all performed.

Logistical support for the event was 
organized and led by Andrij Boyko of the 
UCCN and Myron Kravchuk of Ukraine 
Forward.

An outdoor exhibit of photographs with 
a timeline depicting Ukrainian immigration 
into the greater Boston area drew attend-
ee’s attention as well as a map of Ukraine 
where participants could indicate where in 
Ukraine they or their ancestors came from. 
By the end of the event, almost all areas of 
Ukraine were represented on the map, 
including Crimea, Luhansk and Donetsk. 

The highlight of the event was a timed 
fort building competition in which three 
teams each built a Ukrainian fort that ful-
filled a set of requirements. The final phase 
of the competition required the teams to 
join the three structures into one united 
Ukrainian fort. The competition was led by 
Anton Khlebas of the UCCN. Proceeds from 
the picnic were to support the ongoing 
charitable and humanitarian aid provided 
to Ukraine by the partner organizations. 

The various independence day events 
gave participants a chance to enjoy one 
another’s company, share their support 
and concern for their homeland, provide 
some meaningful assistance by shining a 
light on Ukraine’s struggle and raise addi-
tional funds for Ukraine’s ongoing fight 
against Russian aggression.

All five events were reported on by local 
media and appeared on nightly news casts 
of most major local channels, including 
CBS, NBC, ABC, Boston 7News and WGBH.

Additionally, several community-orient-
ed media outlets also reported on the com-
memorations, such as BNN-Boston 
Neighborhood News, the Salem News, 
Boston City TV and The White Eagle, a 
Polish language newspaper.

Media coverage included video or pho-
tos of the events, as well as commentary 
from attendees regarding their reactions to 
the news from Ukraine.

Such local media coverage is crucial as it 
helps keep events in Ukraine in the public’s 
eye. And it shows non-Ukrainians in the 
greater Boston region that their Ukrainian 
American neighbors are involved in the just 
cause of fighter for freedom.

Ukrainians of greater Boston mark Ukraine’s renewed independence with numerous events

 COMMUNITY CHRONICLE

More than 500 people gathered at Boston’s City Hall Plaza for a historic flag raising 
ceremony and commemoration of the 31st anniversary of Ukraine’s renewed indepen-

dence. 

Yuri Petriv

Children danced during a picnic on the grounds of Christ the King Ukrainian 
Catholic Church on August 28 that drew more than 1,000 people.

Nadya Kravchuk
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mational meeting about the activities and 
events for seniors.

He introduced Nila Pawluk, chair of 
the UASCA’s Program Committee, who 
outlined some of the groups forthcom-
ing planned trips. They include an 
October 25 excursion to the new Sight 
and Sound theater in Lancaster, Pa., 
which includes a 2,000-seat, state-of-

the-art building featuring a massive 
300-foot panoramic stage that wraps 
around the audience on three sides. The 
venue is hosting a production of “David,” 
a biblical story about King David and 
Bathsheba. A family-style luncheon at 
Hershey Farms Restaurant will precede 
the show. 

On December 13, seniors will have the 
opportunity to enjoy a Christmas show, 
“Home for the Holidays,” at the American 
Music Theatre in Lancaster, Pa. That 
event will be preceded by a luncheon 
with a choice of three entrees at the 
Greenfield Restaurant. The cost for the 
bus transportation, show and lunch is 
$100 for members and $120 for non-
members. Payment may be made to Iwan 
Yaworsky, 1508 Society Hill Dr., 
Bensalem, Pa., 19020. For more informa-
tion, readers may call Ms. Pawluk, 215-
699-6068. 

A Thanksgiving dinner and wine 
reception, with a cost $40 for seniors, is 
being planned for November 13 at the 
UECC. For reservations or for more infor-
mation, readers may call the UECC, 215-
663-1166.

As usual, a luncheon concluded the 
meeting, during which time seniors con-
tinued to mingle and discuss current 
events in Ukraine. The UASCA cordially 
invites more people to join this organiza-
tion.  

Philadelphia seniors host UNIS Director Michael Sawkiw for keynote speech on situation in Ukraine
by Petrusia Sawchak

JENKINTOWN, Pa. – Michael Sawkiw, 
Jr., director of the Ukrainian National 
Information Service (UNIS), a public 
affairs-based bureau located in Washing-
ton, D.C., and executive vice-president of 
the Ukrainian Congress Committee of 
America (UCCA), was the featured guest 
speaker at a monthly meeting of the 
Ukrainian American Senior Citizens 
Association in Phila delphia (UASCA) on 
October 19. 

A capacity crowd gathered for the 
event, held in the Cheremosh Gallery at 
the Ukrainian Educational and Cultural 
Center (UECC), which was conducted in 
both Ukrainian and English in order to 
encourage greater participation.

Mr. Sawkiw spoke dynamically about 
the dire conditions in Ukraine brought 
on by Russians who are attacking and 
terrorizing civilians, soldiers and chil-
dren, and destroying civilian infrastruc-
ture in an attempt to destroy the 
Ukrainian people, itself an act of geno-
cide. He urged everyone to meet with 
their respective U.S. Senators and 
Representatives to urge their support 
and assistance for Ukraine.

“Senators and Congressmen absolute-
ly love when their constituents visit them 
in Washington and give their concerns 
much consideration and importance,” Mr. 
Sawkiw said.

The keynote speaker also categorized 
Russia as a “terrorist state,” a list that he 
said includes Cuba, Syria, Iran and North 
Korea. He said they each must be treated 
as such.

He also strongly encouraged members 
of the audience and the broader 
Ukrainian American diaspora to attend 
the Ukrainian days advocacy event spon-
sored by UNIS and UCCA in Washington, 
D.C., between November 15 and 17. He 
said that, in light of recent Russian mis-
sile attacks on Ukraine, the event is a 
very important endeavor.

A lively question and answer period 
followed Mr. Sawkiw’s presentation.

Before the keynote speech, Iwan 
Yaworsky welcomed Eugene Luciw, pres-
ident of the Philadelphia Branch of UCCA.

Mr. Yaworsky conducted a brief infor-
extinguished by emergency services.

Part of the southeastern Ukrainian 
region of Zaporizhia is under Russian occu-
pation, but the homonymous regional capi-
tal remains in Ukrainian hands.

Zaporizhia is one of four regions partial-
ly occupied by Russia that Moscow claims 
to have annexed last month following ille-
gal referendums rejected by Ukraine and its 
Western allies as sham votes.

Ukraine’s General Staff said on October 
27 that Kyiv had boosted its forces in the 
northern region near Belarus to counter 
any possible renewed Russian attack 
across the border.

Belarus is Moscow’s main ally in the war 
against Ukraine and has allowed Russian 
forces to use its territory as a launching pad 
for the invasion.

“At the current time the creation of a 
strike force [in Belarus] is not observable. 
[But] there are and will be threats. We are 
reacting; we have already increased our 
troops in the northern direction,” Oleksiy 
Hromov, deputy head of the General Staff’s 
Main Operations Directorate, told a regular 
briefing.

In the eastern Donbas region, Ukrainian 
troops are holding out against attacks near 
the towns of Avdiyivka and Bakhmut, 
where fierce battles were under way, Mr. 
Zelenskyy said on October 26.

Mr. Zelenskyy also accused Russian com-
manders of “craziness” in their efforts to 
capture the cities.

“This is where the craziness of the 
Russian command is most evident. Day 
after day, for months, they are driving peo-
ple to their deaths there, concentrating the 
highest level of artillery strikes,” he said in 
his nightly address.

Russian forces have repeatedly tried to 
seize Bakhmut, which sits on a main road 
leading to the cities of Slovyansk and 
Kramatorsk.

Presidential adviser Oleksiy Arestovych 
said that on one single day Russian forces 

launched eight separate attacks on Bakh-
mut before noon and had been pushed 
back on each occasion.

British intelligence has said Moscow 
may see the capture of Bakhmut as a pre-
requisite for advancing to the two cities – 
the most significant Ukrainian-controlled 
parts of the Donetsk region.

Russian-installed authorities in Shakh-
tarsk, east of the city of Donetsk, said 
Ukrainian shelling had set ablaze fuel tanks 
at the town’s railway station.

The reports could not be independently 
verified.

Mr. Zelenskyy did not provide an 
update on the situation in the Kherson 
region in southern Ukraine, where heavy 
fighting continues as Ukrainian forces are 
attacking Russia’s advanced position west 
of the Dnipro River, which bisects the 
country.

“Generally, we are strengthening our 
positions all over the front line, reducing 
the invaders’ capabilities, destroying their 
logistics and preparing good news for 
Ukraine,” he said.

The Russian-appointed governor of 
Ukraine’s Kherson region, Vladimir Saldo, 
said on October 27 that more than 70,000 
people have left the region’s capital, the 
strategic city of Kherson.

Mr. Saldo’s deputy, Kirill Stremousov, 
said members of the Moscow-installed 
regional administration were included in 
the evacuation.

Mr. Saldo also said the remains of 
Grigory Potemkin, the Russian general who 
founded Kherson in the 18th century that 
had been kept at the city’s St. Catherine’s 
Church, have also been moved along with 
his monument.

(With reporting by AFP, BBC, Reuters 
and guardian.co.uk)

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-russia-
strikes-kyiv-zaporizhzhia-crazy-tac-
tics/32102668.html).

(Continued from page 1)

Russia strikes...

Mysl, 2009; Voennaya Mysl, 2018). The 
only exception was in Georgia in August 
2008 when Russia won the war in five days 
and lost six aircraft, three of which were 
shot down by friendly fire (Cast.ru, August 
2009). Despite the fact that the Georgian 
Air Force’s air defense capabilities were 
quite small, they effectively challenged 
Russia’s air power for the first time. 
However, the rearmament program and the 
Syrian campaign brought Moscow’s self-
confidence back in this regard.

Throughout 2009 to 2021, the VKS 
received 587 new combat aircraft of differ-
ent types, including 134 Su-34 fighter 
bombers, 140 Su-30M2 and Su-30SM fight-
ers, 103 Su-35S fighters and about 300 
combat Ka-52, Mi-28 and Mi-35 helicopters 
(Radioelektronnye tekhnologii, January 
2020; Izvestia, December 2, 2020; 
Vedomosti, August 11, 2021; Bmpd.live-
journal.com, January 28; Zvezdaweekly.ru, 
September 7). However, renewed combat 
aviation numbers did not actually improve 
their ability to wage war.

To begin with, the basic educational level 
of Russian military students, including 
future pilots, is significantly lower as com-
pared with students from the civil universi-
ties (Kvvaul.mil.ru, 2022). Moreover, it 
takes at least five years after graduation for 
a military pilot to receive the minimally suf-
ficient level of qualification needed to fly in 
the VKS. That means that military pilots do 
not become combat ready until age 27 or 
28. However, from ages 32 to 35, almost 80 
percent of Russian fighter pilots retire due 
to health issues (Army.ric.mil.ru, March 9, 
2018). Consequently, most lieutenants and 
captains among VKS pilots are incapable of 
conducting efficient combat missions, and 

the deficit of qualified and well-trained 
pilots among mid-level and senior officers 
persists.

Furthermore, VKS pilots have logged 
80-100 flight hours annually for the past 
several years (Mil.ru, November 20, 2019; 
January 1, 2020; August 8, 2020). Thus, 
typical majors or lieutenant-colonels who 
are fighter jet pilots may log about 900 
flight hours during their military service 
(Bmpd.livejournal.com, May 23, 2021). 
Hence, pilots’ qualifications may be enough 
on paper, but, in reality, they are not ready 
for the true conditions of modern warfare.

Finally, besides the lack of intelligence 
and reconnaissance capabilities (see 
Eurasia Daily Monitor, May 24), the deficit 
of guided munitions (see EDM, June 16) 
and the high level of related technical inci-
dents (Voennaya Mysl, 2018), the VKS faces 
a lack of command systems and even a uni-
fied command culture. The differing and 
hardly integrated command systems 
(Voennaya Mysl, 2019) together with the 
toxic relations between the top brass and 
military servicemen – whom, for instance, 
the leadership has tried to compensate 
financially for technical incidents – have 
made improving the VKS’s combat efficien-
cy nearly impossible (Forbes.ru, August 17, 
2019; Novaya gazeta, December 1, 2021).

As a result, the terror tactics being 
actively used by the VKS against the civilian 
population in Ukraine are not only the 
result of operational decisions made by 
Russia’s military leadership, but they are 
also the result of the VKS’s actual capabili-
ties, which have been lost within the organi-
zational, educational and industrial weak-
nesses of the Russian authoritarian system.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)

Russian air...

Ukrainian National Information Service Director and Vice-President of the Ukrainian 
Congress Committee of America Michael Sawkiw, Jr., (at podium) addressed mem-
bers of the Ukrainian American Senior Citizens Association in Philadelphia on 

October 19 about the current situation in Ukraine.

Zenia Brozyna
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23nd Annual Chicago Plast Golf Classic 2022 
Benefactors

The Pobratymy would like to express enormous gratitude to all of our wonderful individuals, 
corporate sponsors, and volunteers for their support, generosity, and commitment to the 
24th Annual Plast -  Chicago Golf Classic, on Saturday, September 10th, 2022, held at the Oak 
Brook Golf Club, Oak Brook, Illinois, Thank you and  До Перемоги!:

2022 Donors
Selfreliance Foundation   $5,000
Heritage Foundation   $2,000
Ukrainian Catholic University Foundation $1,500
Edgebrook Radiology, George Kuritza, MD $1,000
Oleh and Luba Skubiak        $1,000
PwC, Lev and Halyna Holubec  $1,000
Danylo Melnyk, Capitol Cement Company    $750 
Walter and Tamara Bratkiv       $500
Charysh and Schroeder Ltd, Mike Charysh      $500
Cook Alex Ltd. Andrew Kolomayets, Partner   $500
George and Bohdanna Domino            $500
Drs. Vassyl and Roksolana Lonchyna    $500
Wasyl and Natalie Mirutenko             $500
Dr. Andrij and Ruta Ripecky            $500
Dr. Alexander Sosenko                      $500

Dynamic Electronics, Myron Stasiuk - President    $500
Irka Tkaczuk           $500
Lida Tkaczuk           $500
Nestor and Olya Popowych      $400
Dr. Roman and Katrusia Saldan    $300
Andrew Chychula         $250
Drs. Daniel and Christine Hryhorczuk        $250
Oleh and Maria Sajewych            $250
Andrij and Motria Durbak      $200
Dr. Roman and Maria Dykun       $150
Roman Hirniak, Esq.      $150
Drs. Roman and Mary Mycyk       $150
Nina Prybula                      $150 
Dr. Roman and Marie Tkaczuk    $150
Ukrainian National Association, Inc.    $150
Nina Skubiak Ungers      $100

Pobratymy Foundation, founded by the Plast Pobratymy Fraternity in 1992, is a 501 (c)(3) tax-exempt 
corporation, which supports the ongoing activities of Plast-Ukrainian Scouting Organization and other 
similar tax-exempt organizations.

Plast Chicago holds 24th annual charity golf event

Plast’s Pobratymy fraternity holds 55th annual meeting

by George G. Kuritza

OAK BROOK, Ill. – Golfers from across the nation gath-
ered on a beautiful sunny summer morning to accomplish 
two very worthwhile goals: to raise money for humanitari-
an aid to Ukraine and to participate in the very popular 
and highly-anticipated 24th annual Chicago Plast Golf 
Classic.

This year’s event was held on September 10 at the Oak 
Brook Golf Course in Oak Brook, Ill., the site of several pre-

vious tournaments hosted by the Pobratymy Foundation, a 
not-for-profit 501 (c)(3) tax-exempt corporation estab-
lished in 1992 by members of the Pobratymy fraternity of 
Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization.

For the last 24 years, over 1,000 participants have come 
from all corners of the United States, including Illinois, 
California, Colorado, Wisconsin, Missouri, Michigan, Ohio, 
New York, New Jersey, Massachusetts, Virginia, Florida and 
Washington, D.C., to take part in this very successful and 
enjoyable charity golf tournament and related festivities. 

Using a team scramble format to engage the 82 men and 
women golfers, this outing provided an opportunity for 
participants to enjoy friendly competition and great cama-
raderie surrounded by beautiful natural surroundings. The 
fun continued with the customary post-golf reception and 
dinner held on site, where the award winners were 
announced.  

The men’s division was won by Roman Mycyk, Mary 
Mycyk, George Kuritza and Cao Mack, (9-under, 63 score), 

by Andrij Fylypovych

ROUND LAKE PARK, Ill. – Senior mem-
bers of the Pobratymy fraternity of Plast 
Ukrainian Scouting Organization gathered 
on September 24 at the lakefront property 
of  the Ukrainian Youth Camping 
Organization (UYCO) for the organization’s 
55th annual meeting (“rada”).

That gathering was preceded by an eve-
ning barbecue on September 23 graciously 
hosted by George and Areta Kuritza. 
Members gathered at the Kuritza’s home 
where they reminisced and recounted their 
various experiences in Plast over the years.

The formal meeting, held on a beautiful 
balmy Saturday morning and afternoon, 
included a review of activities of the past year, 
election of a new leadership team – which 
will be lead by Andrij Ripeckyj – and develop-
ment of a work plan for the upcoming year.

The latter was particularly important 
because Pobratymy have been instrumen-
tal in providing assistance to Ukraine dur-
ing its battle for survival against the brutal 
aggressor.

The group was led by Bohdan Charke-
wycz, who spearheaded a tremendous 
effort in the Chicago area to put together 
over 9,000 personal first aid kits (PFAKs). 
They were joined in that work by a local 
troop from the Boy Scouts of America.

Noteworthy in the support of that project 
was also the tireless work of Andrew 
Chychula who drove a truck round-trip from 
Chicago to New Jersey in order to pick up 
donated supplies that were needed for the 
creation of the PFAKs. Pobratymy will also 
continue their efforts to put together another 
estimated 3,000 kits in the coming months.

In addition to aiding Ukraine, Pobra tymy, 
through the leadership of Michael Charysh, 

were able to organize a highly successful 
camp for the 7th troop (kurin) of scouts 
(Plastuny) from Chicago in the Great Smoky 
Mountains of eastern Tennessee. This type 
of camp is unique because its participants 
are limited to members of a single troop 
who can focus on honing their scouting 
skills within a close circle of friends.

The rada also included a meeting of the 
Pobratymy Foundation, a 501(c)(3) charity 
that, since its inception in 1992 through 
the end of 2021, has donated more than 
$150,000 to further the principles of Plast 
and Ukrainian scouting worldwide. 
Incredibly, since the beginning of Russia’s 
full-scale war on Ukraine, the Foundation 
has been able to raise another $100,000 in 
humanitarian aid for Ukraine and it has 
resolved to continue to find ways to raise 
more funds in that vein.

Members of Pobratymy are active in 
Plast and various Ukrainian community 
organizations and churches throughout the 
United States, Canada and now in Ukraine.

For over 50 years, members of Pobra-
tymy have assisted in preparing Ukrainian 
youth for life by upholding the ideals of 
scouting. Readers can learn more about the 
Pobratymy fraternity by visiting the organi-
zation’s web site – www.Pobratymy.org – 
or by following the fraternity’s Facebook 
page: “Pobratymy – Побратими.”

Senior members of Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization’s Pobratymy fraternity 
gathered on September 24 for the organization’s 55th annual meeting.

George Kuritza

Participants, volunteers and sponsors gathered at the Oak Brook Golf Course in Oak Brook, Ill., on September 12 
for the 24th Annual Plast-Chicago Charity Golf Outing.

The team of (from left to right) Natalie Mirutenko, 
Areta Kuritza, Katrusia Saldan, Lida Stankevych won 

the women’s competition.

Marko Pilecky

(Continued on page 14)
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and the winning women’s team was Kathy 
Saldan, Lida Stankewych, Areta Kuritza and 
Natalie Mirutenko. The men’s and women’s 
“longest drive” competitions were won by 
Carlos Wilson and Mary Mycyk, respective-
ly, while the men’s and women’s “closest to 
the pin” contests were won by Joe Kasuba 
and Kathy Saldan, respectively.   The “put-
ting contest” was won by Alex Sosenko and 
Tommy Sadowyj (tie).

For 24 years, the event has supported 
the youth developmental work of Plast in 
Chicago, in North America and in Ukraine. 
This year, as Ukraine valiantly fights to 
remain an independent and democratic 
nation, the Pobratymy Foundation Board of 
Directors has designated 100 percent of the 
proceeds from this event for humanitarian 
aid in Ukraine.

This year’s event was coordinated by 
Oleh Skubiak and included the following 

organizing team members: Andy Durbak, 
Danko Hryhorczuk, Danylo Marushka, 
Maria Kokor, Marko Pilecky, Andy Ripecky, 
Roman Saldan and Luba Skubiak.

The Pobratymy Foundation and this 
year’s tournament organizer, Mr. Skubiak, 
would like to express enormous gratitude 
to all of the event’s wonderful volunteers, 
participants and sponsors for their support, 
generosity and commitment, as they are 
the life-blood of the annual charity event.

The jubilee 25th anniversary Chicago 
Plast Golf Classic will be held next year on 
September 9 at the Renwood Golf Course in 
Round Lake Beach, Ill., the site of the inau-
gural golf tournament a quarter century 
ago in 1999.

Event organizers invite all previous par-
ticipants to return for the special golf tour-
nament with gala festivities afterward at 
the nearby Ukrainian Youth Camping 
Organization (UYCO) recreation area.  
Readers can learn more about the Pobraty-
my Foundation on their website: www.
PobratymyFoundation.com.

(Continued from page 12)

Plast Chicago...

Bilateral relations became even more 
fractured after September 1, when Polish 
authorities published a 1,300-page report 
on the losses sustained by Poland due to 
German aggression and occupation during 
World War II (Straty-Wojenne.pl, accessed 
October 25). The damages were estimated 
at $1.3 trillion, and the claim was formal-
ized on October 3, when Mr. Rau issued 
the diplomatic note to Germany. 
Nevertheless, the claim was immediately 
rejected by German defense officials, who 
admitted only “historical responsibility,” 
as stated by German Foreign Affairs 
Minister Annalena Baerbock during her 
visit to Warsaw on October 4 (Notes From 
Poland, October 4).

All in all, the claim is widely supported 
by Polish society. More than 60 percent of 
Poles believe that Germany should pay 
reparations, according to a survey pub-
lished shortly after Warsaw submitted its 
diplomatic note (Polskie Radio.pl, 

September 4). Even so, regardless of legal 
status, it will be extremely challenging for 
the Polish government to receive repara-
tions. Thus, in the short term, the claim 
will serve as an effective “political whip” 
for Berlin.

Unquestionably, German-Polish rela-
tions are in a deep crisis. Ultimately, the 
current PiS government and Berlin’s self-
serving European policies have been the 
primary factors driving this breakdown. 
However, the rift does not exclusively stem 
from the ideological or “anti-German” pro-
file of the Polish government. It has also 
been clearly caused – perhaps predomi-
nantly – by diverging geopolitical interests 
and Warsaw’s lack of trust vis-à-vis Berlin. 
In recent months, Poland has taken advan-
tage of the opportunity created by the war 
in Ukraine to position itself as an emerg-
ing geopolitical pole on the continent – a 
scenario difficult for Germany to accept.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 7)

As war rages...

 BOOK REVIEW

The keys to the hidden parts of home
“The Age of Secrets,” Olena Jennings. 

Sandpoint, Idaho: Lost Horse Press, 2022. 
106 pp. ISBN: 978-1-7364323-9-6 (soft-
cover), $21.

by Oksana Lebedivna

How does one write a poetic narrative 
in which a single poem is subjugated to 
the arc of a story? Olena Jennings imple-
ments this method in her book of poetry, 
“The Age of Secrets,” which explores the 
physiology of love and how a family story 
is built in it. The book is set in the U.S. 
and Ukraine in the 20th and 21st centu-
ries. It tackles the pandemic and the 
present Russian invasion of Ukraine and 
addresses secrets that girls and genera-
tions keep. 

The book consists of two sections – 
“Paper Doll Album” and “The Spell of 
History” – which make up the core and 
periphery, or an object and its shadow, 
ostensibly reflected by the book cover. 
The former section centers on the narra-
tor’s affection for Natalie and Aja. 
Relationships with men float more in the 
backdrop.

Ms. Jennings perceives love in terms of 
obsession over an object of affection, 
desire to become that person and, at the 
same time, full dedication of yourself, 
your corporeality to the object of love: 
“Every event that my body went through 
was dedicated to Natalie. / Every step 
was hers,” she writes. “I want him to be a 
mirror of me” and “I asked her for 
mementos so I could make / my body a 

museum to her. I could look in the mirror 
and see her.” It is about giving control 
and gaining it. The motive of love keeps 
developing in “The Spell of History,” the 
second section, in which she writes: “I 
become her / in the way she allows me,” 
adding that there is always an agreement 
between the two. 

Ms. Jennings applies what is called a 
stream of consciousness approach that is 
more typically found in prose. She goes 
back and forth in time investigating the 
thoughts, feelings and emotions of the 
narrator and other characters who are 
usually not named. For her, the borderline 
between external and internal, images, 
words and thoughts seems very condi-
tional, so that an observed lake associated 
with the words of a distressing conversa-
tion can be easily felt inside the body. The 
poems breathe with sensitivity and are 
followed by images of rituals performed 
by small girls and describe the things 
they keep. Different colors are used in the 
book to gently, perhaps subconsciously, 
prod the reader toward moods typically 
associated with those hues.

As the book unfolds, it becomes clear 
that it would be difficult to reveal the 
images from the second part without 
reading the first part. Both sections are 
beautifully linked by a narrator’s symbol-
ic death at a Christmas party. A dream 
marks the end of the first section and the 
beginning of the second section that 
alludes to COVID-19 self-isolation. Unlike 
the first section, the second part pivots 
more to the familial past of a conserva-

tive half Ukrainian American and half 
American family that loves the narrator 
dearly, yet wishes for her happiness in 
their understanding. So, the narrator 
breaks “from the story.” She reassesses 
conventional family markers of sexuality 
and Ukrainian culture in her own way: 
“Maybe the search for the ruta [rue, – 
O.L.] was what mattered, finding / myself 
in the place where I started.” This does 
not mean the narrator is out of the narra-
tive. Quite the contrary; she still repre-
sents her ancestors, and they keep living 
in her like her grandmother who enjoyed 
sewing. However, the narrative is now 
different. It is owned. 

In the final poems, Ms. Jennings pres-
ents images of the present war launched 
by Russia on Ukraine and focuses on 
hope. The narrator feels a responsibility 
to “hold up the trembling walls” and 
“keep Ukraine safe,” and argues that 
without hope an image of history may 
become dangerous. Safeness, though, lies 
in witnessing a continuous spin of life 
and death, respecting death and cherish-
ing life at all costs (“Gardening reprise”). 

It could be difficult for someone with-

out contextual knowledge to unravel the 
powerful images in the final portion of 
the book. Yet I hope it is possible. The 
“Menagerie” poem reads: “The neigh-
bour, always in bare feet, / stepped like a 
saint over crumbled walls. […] His feet 
bled, / leaving a trail / that led toward 
home.”
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cutor General Yury Chaika said as early as 
2019 – two years before the internal audit.

In the Royal United Services Institute 
report, researchers said they found “at 
least 450 different kinds of unique foreign-
made components” across “27 of Russia’s 
most modern military systems: including 
cruise missiles, communications systems 
and electronic warfare complexes.”

One such example, detailed in an inves-
tigation by RFE/RL’s Russian Service in 
May, includes French thermal imagining 
arrays used in the sights of a Russian-built 
Orlan drone.

The majority of these, the report found, 
“were manufactured by U.S. companies 
with a long-standing reputation for design-
ing and building sophisticated microelec-
tronics for the U.S. military.”

Moreover, researchers said, “at least 80 
different kinds of components were sub-
ject to export controls by the U.S., indicat-
ing that Russia’s military-industrial com-
plex has, in recent decades, been able to 
successfully evade these.”

The efforts by Mr. Orekhov, as detailed 
in the indictment, are one indication of 
how.

Dual-use technology

The 2019 meeting between Mr. Orekhov 
and the unnamed U.S. business executive 
was not the first effort to acquire restricted 
technology, as detailed by the indictment, 
which includes extensive quotations from 
“electronic communications” involving Mr. 
Orekhov and his associates.

The indictment contains no evidence 
that Mr. Orekhov was employed by Russian 
intelligence agencies. However, it does sug-
gest connections to powerful, politically 
connected businessmen.

One of Mr. Orekhov’s co-owners of the 

Hamburg company, called NDA Gmbh, was 
a Russian citizen named Artyom Uss, 
whose father is reportedly the governor of 
Krasnoyarsk, a sprawling Siberian region.

According to U.S. prosecutors, both 
Messrs. Uss and Orekhov also had connec-
tions to a “Russian billionaire and industri-
alist” who controlled a publicly traded 
Russian aluminum company.

The industrialist is not named. However, 
in an e-mail cited in the indictment regard-
ing the separate oil-smuggling scheme, Mr. 
Orekhov is quoted as saying the industrial-
ist is under U.S. sanctions.

Mr. Uss was arrested in Italy, also on 
October 17, U.S. officials said.

On May 23, 2018, according to the 
indictment, an employee at Mr. Orekhov’s 
company allegedly sent an e-mail to a 
California company offering to pay 4.5 mil-
lion euros to buy 60 “radiation-hardened, 
space-grade Field Programmable Gate 
Arrays.” The technology, prosecutors said, 
is used in a variety of weapons systems, 
including ballistic missiles and smart 
munitions.

The e-mail allegedly included an offer 
letter that did not reference the actual ulti-
mate purchaser, a Russian company called 
Network Technologies, one of whose own-
ers was included in the U.S. indictment.

According to an e-mail cited in the 
indictment, the Network Technologies’ 
owner wrote to Mr. Orekhov on April 3, 
2018, saying that more than half of a previ-
ous shipment of sensitive equipment had 
been transferred to an entity called 
Scientific Research Institute for Precision 
Instruments.

The Moscow institute manufactures 
radio-electronic equipment and software 
systems for Russia’s military, intelligence 
agencies and the space industry.

The New York state company that Mr. 
Orekhov successfully purchased more than 
$250,000 worth of equipment from 
between 2018 and 2020 is not named in 

(Continued from page 5)

How hard is...

“In many cities and regions of Ukraine, 
emergency power outages occur, and ener-
gy consumption has to be limited. But we 
all have to remember one thing: we need 
victory over Russia in the energy sphere as 
well,” Mr. Zelenskyy said.

Ukraine’s energy experts called the 
Russian attacks on Ukraine’s power grid – 
which began in earnest on October 10 – an 
act of terrorism meant to break the coun-
try’s will as it heads into what many believe 
will be a pivotal period in the war.

Speaking at the Ukraine Media Center in 
Kyiv on October 21, Oleksandr Kharchenko, 
the director of the Energy Industry 
Research Center, called it an unprecedented 
attack on a country’s energy infrastructure. 

“Russia’s strikes on the Ukrainian power 
system are a terrorist act planned by 
Russian power engineers with the aim to 
destroy our energy system. To achieve a 
complete power outage in our country,” Mr. 
Kharchenko said, according to Ukrinform.

But Russia’s strategy does not appear to 
be working in Ukraine. The country’s citi-
zens have responded by voluntarily reduc-
ing their energy consumption by 5 to 10 
percent, according to the government. And 
while the power outages have created vari-
ous problems for Ukrainians, they have 
found ways to adapt.

Vladyslav Martiak, a software engineer 
from Lviv who develops applications for 
iPhones and iPads, said his job is highly 
dependent on an internet connection and 
power. Mr. Martiak said the initial power 
outages were surmountable, but as the days 
turned into weeks, he needed to adapt.

“The first major blackout on October 10 
wasn’t very scary, definitely stressful but 
not scary. I didn’t expect it to be that long, 
and I didn’t expect the cell network to fall, 
too, which ruined my working day. The real 
problems began when the power outage 
became a habit due to major damage done 
by Russian missiles and drones,” Mr. 
Martiak told a correspondent for The 
Ukrainian Weekly.

“Power outages have become my num-
ber one issue nowadays. Our local authori-
ties post the timelines of these outages on 
social media, and what streets and neigh-
borhoods will have to be without electrici-
ty. Still, they sometimes do not match the 
actual time when the power is turned on or 
off,” he said. 

For example, on the day that Mr. Martiak 
talked this correspondent, he had no 
power in his office for eight hours. He invit-
ed people to his apartment because he had 
electricity there and he needed to meet 
with them.

“And that is just my work life,” he said. 
“Everyday life is even worse. I had to cancel 
my personal training at a gym, and I have no 
time to read a book in the evening, again, 
because I need to do my work somehow, 
and my schedule now is just a big mess.”

Mr. Martiak bought power banks and 
warm clothes in preparation for a cold win-
ter.

“We’re also buying Startlinks [satellite-
based internet service providers manufac-
tured and operated by SpaceX] and big por-
table power sources for our office, but 
these two things are in great demand these 
days, so we’re waiting for them to be 
shipped and delivered. Hoping for the best 
and preparing for the worst,” he said.

Ukrainian officials have implemented 

planned power outages in order to both 
reduce demand on the power grid and to 
give workers time to safely repair facilities 
damaged by Russia’s attacks.  But it is nearly 
impossible to coordinate those planned out-
ages so as to limit their overall impact on 
teams working in disparate locations, where 
one employee may have power while anoth-
er does not. As a result, individuals working 
remotely have had difficulty coordinating 
times to meet and get their jobs done. 

Victoria Klymchuk-Dluhach, a manager 
with an international technical assistance 
program, has had to cope with that exact 
situation. Her team of four people are 
spread across the country, while she is 
based in Irpin in Kyiv Oblast.

“First of all, there is no stable power out-
age schedule for now. Yesterday in Irpin, it 
was from 4 to 8, two days ago from 12 to 17 
[5 p.m. local time], and three days ago from 
11 to 17. It was the same situation for my 
colleagues. Totally random, so you can’t 
predict anything. We agreed that we would 
work only when we have power and an 
internet connection. When we have no elec-
tricity, we use our phones as hotspots, and 
our laptops get on the internet from there. 
Sometimes a mobile connection also disap-
pears, so we put work on hold and continue 
when it’s back, even during official non-
working hours,” she said.

“We got used to charging literally every-
thing when we have power: laptops, power 
banks, phones and AirPods. When we have 
no electricity, there is no water, too, so we 
always have a couple of 6-liter bottles filled 
with water for such situations,” she said.

“We don’t use the elevator despite living 
on the 9th floor, because we don’t want to 
be stuck there for a couple of hours in case 
of a power outage. Colleagues and family 

who have private houses bought electric 
generators and have firewood. We all have 
candles, flashlights, water and non-perish-
able food,” she said. “We are all working 
together for Ukrainian victory, of course.”

Meanwhile, for Yuliia Martyniuk, a com-
munications manager at TVORY! Network, 
a free coworking space for adolescents, the 
power outages were just the latest in a 
series of challenges that Ukrainians have 
had to overcome.

“It’s tough to plan something. You always 
have to have a full battery on all of your 
gadgets and be ready to stay the rest of the 
day without electricity. You have to be 
ready to cancel everything you planned 
because of air raid alarms and Russian 
rockets,” Ms. Martyniuk said.

“In our youth centers, we try to hold 
most activities during daylight hours to 
consume as little power as possible, and if 
there are events that require lighting, we 
try to use the minimum amount of electrici-
ty. In addition, we purchased power gener-
ators for the youth centers, which will help 
to maintain electricity in the worst case, 
but we are not using them yet,” she said.

Ms. Martyniuk said she has found that 
Ukrainians have already begun to conserve 
electricity and she was optimistic that the 
power outages would not break the will of 
the Ukrainian people.

“I started noticing that we even change 
our behavior with ordinary things: if you 
want tea, you don’t boil water with an elec-
tric kettle, but on a gas stove; when you 
wash your hands, don’t dry them with an 
electric dryer. That is, some simple things 
you did before the outages now take more 
attention,” Ms. Martyniuk said.

“But the lack of electricity does not 
frighten Ukrainians,” she said.

(Continued from page 1)

Kyiv asks...

the indictment. But the items he allegedly 
managed to obtain are “radiation-hard-
ened flash memory devices, small terminal 
interface circuits, advanced communica-
tion engine terminals and other parts suit-
able for use in various weapons systems, 
military aircraft, satellites and space appli-
cations.”

In the transactions, prosecutors said, Mr. 
Orekhov allegedly listed a Malaysian shell 
company or the Russian space agency 
Roskosmos as the end-user, which then 
allowed U.S. authorities to issue export 
licenses.

Forged end-users

While the indictment highlights the 
issue of Russian individuals and companies 
allegedly conspiring to evade Western 
export sanctions, experts say the issue of 
U.S. companies facilitating such exports is 
equally problematic.

Private companies could face criminal 
liability “if they knew or have a reason to 
know,” Mr. O’Toole said in an e-mail to 
RFE/RL. “If they were simply duped, then 
they really are never (and shouldn’t be) 
held accountable. It’s not that hard to forge 
end-user certificates and other things 
needed for export documentation.”

The details of the scheme listed in the 
indictment, Mr. O’Toole said, aren’t neces-

sarily novel or original.
However, he added, “what I’m looking 

for with Russia is more along the lines of 
the old ‘Line-X’ espionage that Putin hinted 
at in the last month or two, where they 
steal an essential technology idea or pro-
cess and then try to recreate it in Russia.”

“That will take time and will never be as 
good as the Western tech, since they’re 
never developing, only recreating and imi-
tating,” he said. The “reason they will need 
to go this route is that the front company 
gambit is a small pipeline for large 
demand. It won’t be enough to satisfy mass 
production needs.”

In a separate U.S. legal action, federal 
prosecutors announced charges against 
three people from Latvia and Ukraine for 
allegedly violating U.S. export controls by 
trying to ship a computer-controlled grind-
ing machine to Russia.

The machine, known as a “jig grinder,” 
can be used in the manufacture of nuclear 
weapons or other military equipment.

Copyright 2022, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/russia-western-
military-technology-indictment-/32095089.
html).
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has strained relations with the Kremlin, 
which said on October 25 that it sees no 
reason to expect an improvement in ties 
any time soon. “At the moment, we see no 
grounds for hope that there will be any 
positive changes in the foreseeable future,” 
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov told 
reporters in Moscow. “Russia remains open 
and ready to discuss the most difficult 
issues at the negotiating table, but not to 
the detriment of our own interests,” Mr. 
Peskov added. Mr. Sunak replaces Liz Truss, 
who was brought down after just 44 days 
in office by her economic program, which 
roiled financial markets, pushed up living 
costs for voters and enraged much of her 

own party. Mr. Sunak, a multimillionaire 
former hedge fund boss, told Conservative 
Party lawmakers in parliament on October 
24 that they faced an “existential crisis” and 
must “unite or die.” He also said Britain 
faces a “profound economic challenge” and 
needs stability and unity. (RFE/RL, with 
reporting by Reuters and AFP)

KFC exits Russian market

American fast-food restaurant chain KFC 
is transferring its Russian business to a 
local operator, and the Spanish fashion 
retailer that owns the chain Zara will sell its 
business in the country, the two multina-
tionals said on October 25. They become 
the latest in a string of western corpora-
tions to leave Russia since the start of its 
unprovoked invasion of Ukraine. KFC’s 
owner, Yum!Brands holding, said on 

October 25 that it had signed an agreement 
to sell all 70 KFC restaurants it owns in 
Russia, the operating system and its fran-
chise to Smart Services Ltd, which is run by 
Russian KFC franchisees Konstantin Kotov 
and Andrei Oskolkov. The buyer will be 
responsible for rebranding the restaurants 
and retaining existing employees. The 
Russian business daily Kommersant 
reported that the fast-food outlets will start 
operating under the Russian fast-food 
brand Rostic’s. There are about 1,000 KFC 
restaurants in Russia. Almost all of them 
are managed by independent owners 
under licensing or franchise agreements. 
Spanish fashion retailer Inditex said it 
would sell its business in Russia to Daher 
group, which has prominent interests in 
the retail and real estate industry, Inditex 
said in a statement. “The terms of the trans-
action, subject to government approval, will 
enable the preservation of a substantial 
number of jobs generated by Inditex Group 
in Russia, as it includes the transfer of most 
of the lease contracts related to stores,” it 
added. Inditex, which owns Zara and other 
chains, halted its operations in Russia 
seven months ago, closing 502 stores that 
accounted for 10 percent of the company’s 
sales. Inditex said the sale of its business to 
Daher group “will mean the termination” of 
its operations in Russia. Many Western 
companies have left Russia since Moscow 
invaded Ukraine on February 24. Starbucks 
and McDonald’s were among American 
food and beverage corporations to 
announce their exit, while French food con-
glomerate Danone said earlier this month 
that it was also selling most of its Russian 
operations. Other major international cor-
porations, including Swedish furniture 
giant IKEA, Danish toy company Lego and 
U.S. jeans and clothing maker Levi’s have 
announced closures and sales of their oper-
ations. (RFE/RL’s Current Time, with 
reporting by Reuters)

E.U. energy ministers meet to discuss price cap

European Union energy ministers met in 
Luxembourg on October 25 to discuss a bloc-
wide gas price cap and to map out their next 
moves, although it is likely to be weeks 
before any final decisions are made. The 
27-member bloc has been looking into ways 
to tamp down high energy prices after 
Moscow reduced gas supplies following its 
unprovoked invasion of Ukraine, prompting 
a record rise in power prices in August. 
Ministers meeting in Luxembourg were 
expected to debate the principles of how an 
E.U. gas price limit could work, as well as 
possible drawbacks. Gas prices have 
dropped in recent days, amid mild weather 
and as countries have filled storage tanks. 
But some E.U. officials said a cap was still 
needed to guard against potential price 
spikes as Europe heads into winter. (RFE/RL, 
based on reporting by Reuters, dpa and AFP)

Zelenskyy: one-third of energy sector destroyed

Russian rockets and Iranian-made 
drones have destroyed more than one-third 
of Ukraine’s energy sector, President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy told a conference on 
Ukraine reconstruction on October 25. 
“Russia is destroying everything so that it is 
harder for us to get through the winter,” Mr. 
Zelenskyy said via video link to the Berlin 
conference, which was attended by German 
Chancellor Olaf Scholz, head of the 
European Commission Ursula von der 
Leyen and other senior politicians and offi-
cials. Addressing the gathering, Ms. von der 
Leyen said the attacks on Ukraine’s civilian 
infrastructure amounted to “pure acts of 
terrorism” and called the scale of destruc-
tion in Ukraine “staggering,” with the World 
Bank estimating the toll of the damage at 
350 billion euros ($345 billion). Ms. von 
der Leyen said a coordination platform for 
Ukraine’s reconstruction needed to be 

launched “as soon as possible, preferable 
before the end of the year or early at the 
beginning of next year.” Mr. Scholz told the 
conference that Russia’s sustained drone 
attacks represent a new low point in its 
war against Ukraine but are also a sign of 
Moscow’s desperation. Mr. Scholz said 
rebuilding Ukraine was a “generational 
task” that must start immediately, even as 
Russia’s invasion rages on. “What is at stake 
here is nothing less than creating a new 
Marshall Plan for the 21st century – a gen-
erational task that must begin now,” Mr. 
Scholz said. However, Mr. Zelenskyy told 
the conference that Ukraine had yet to 
receive “a single cent” toward a fast recov-
ery plan worth a total $17 billion. He also 
asked the international community to 
cover an expected budget deficit of $38 bil-
lion next year for his war-torn country. And 
the Ukrainian Minister for Communities 
and Territories Development, Oleksiy 
Chernyshov, said the reconstruction of 
Ukraine must begin even while the fighting 
continues. “It is very important to under-
stand that given the fact the war is still 
going on, the initial recovery should start 
right now,” Mr. Chernyshov told German 
news agency dpa ahead of the start of the 
conference. Ukraine’s prime minister, 
Denys Shmyhal, told the conference that 
the urgent need for rebuilding will not stop 
the government from enacting the reforms 
needed to keep the country on the path 
toward European Union membership. Mr. 
Shmyhal said that the government plans to 
introduce E.U. standards for various indus-
trial sectors, customs reforms and a liberal-
ization of labor laws even as fighting con-
tinues on the ground. (RFE/RL, with 
reporting by Reuters, AFP and dpa)

German president makes surprise visit to Kyiv

German President Frank-Walter 
Steinmeier arrived in Kyiv in a surprise 
visit early on October 25, his spokesperson 
said. Mr. Steinmeier, who arrived in the 
Ukrainian capital by train, was set to meet 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
later in the day. “My message to the 
Ukrainians is that we are not only standing 
by your side. We will continue to support 
Ukraine, economically, politically and also 
militarily,” Mr. Steinmeier said after his 
arrival. “It was important to me, especially 
now in this phase where we are seeing air 
attacks with drones, cruise missiles and 
rockets, to send a message of solidarity to 
the Ukrainians.” “The people in Ukraine 
need us,” he said. It was Mr. Steinmeier’s 
first visit since Russia began its invasion of 
Ukraine on February 24, but his third 
attempt to travel to Kyiv. Last week, Mr. 
Steinmeier put off a planned trip to Ukraine 
at short notice, due to security reasons. The 
German president had also planned to visit 
Kyiv together with the presidents of 
Lithuania, Poland, Latvia and Estonia in 
mid-April, but was told not to come at short 
notice. Kyiv’s decision at that time came 
amid sustained criticism of Mr. Steinmeier’s 
ties to Moscow and his failure while he was 
Germany’s foreign affairs minister to heed 
warnings from his country’s Eastern 
European neighbors about the threat of 
Russian aggression. Mr. Steinmeier also 
angered Kyiv in the days following the 
Russian invasion by offering only to pro-
vide 5,000 helmets as military aid. Mr. 
Steinmeier previously advocated a policy of 
“detente” toward Russia, but admitted in 
the wake of Moscow’s invasion that the pol-
icy was a mistake. Germany has since 
begun giving Ukraine significant heavy 
weaponry. (RFE/RL, based on reporting by 
dpa and AFP)

Biden warns Russia over ‘dirty bomb’ claims

U.S. President Joe Biden warned Russia 
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on October 25 that the use of a tactical 
nuclear weapon would be an “incredibly 
serious mistake” after Moscow claimed 
Ukraine is preparing to use a so-called dirty 
bomb on its own territory. Mr. Biden said he 
has spent “a lot of time” dealing with 
Russia’s claim, which Moscow raised over 
the weekend, drawing immediate dismissal 
from the United States and other countries 
that have backed Ukraine. “Let me just say 
Russia would be making an incredibly seri-
ous mistake were it to use a tactical nuclear 
weapon,” Mr. Biden told reporters. “I cannot 
guarantee you that it is a false flag opera-
tion yet. We don’t know. But it would be a 
serious mistake.” Ukraine and its allies sus-
pect Russia might have made the claim to 
set up a “false flag” attack in which it would 
use a so-called dirty bomb but would blame 
the attack on Ukraine and use it to justify 
the use of conventional nuclear weapons by 
Moscow. Russian Defense Minister Sergei 
Shoigu presented no evidence for the claim 
when he spoke on October 23 with his 
counterparts from several North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization (NATO) countries, 
including Britain, France and the United 
States, who dismissed the claim after the 
series of calls. Kremlin spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov told reporters on October 25 that 
Washington’s refusal to take note of 
Russia’s warning was “inappropriate given 
the seriousness of the threat we are talking 
about.” A dirty bomb would use a conven-
tional warhead to create an explosion that 
would spread radioactive, biological or 
chemical materials over a wide area of land. 
Moscow took its accusations against 
Ukraine to the United Nations Security 
Council on October 25. The country’s U.N. 
ambassador, Dmitry Polyanskiy, said after-
ward that Russia was “satisfied because we 
raised the awareness.” Speaking to report-
ers, he added: “I don’t mind people saying 
that Russia is crying wolf if this doesn’t hap-
pen because this is a terrible, terrible disas-
ter that threatens potentially the whole of 

the Earth.” British Ambassador to the U.N. 
James Kariuki called Russia’s accusation 
“transparently false.” No new evidence was 
presented to the Security Council during its 
private meeting, Mr. Kariuki said. “Ukraine 
has been clear: It’s got nothing to hide,” he 
added. The International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA) said earlier on October 25 
that it is preparing to send inspectors to 
two Ukrainian sites in the coming days in 
reaction to Ukraine’s request for an inspec-
tion following Russia’s claims. Ukrainian 
Foreign Affairs Minister Dmytro Kuleba on 
October 24 invited the IAEA to “urgently 
send experts to peaceful facilities in 
Ukraine which Russia deceitfully claims to 
be developing a dirty bomb.” Mr. Kuleba 
said Ukraine has always been transparent 
and has “nothing to hide.” Enerhoatom, 
Ukraine’s nuclear energy operator, issued a 
statement on October 24 voicing its con-
cern that Russia’s statements “may indicate 
that Russia is preparing an act of nuclear 
terrorism.” Russian troops have occupied 
Ukraine’s Zaporizhia nuclear power plant, 
Europe’s largest, since March. It is still run 
by Ukrainian engineers, though Russia 
claimed after its illegal annexation of the 
Zaporizhia region that it is on Russian terri-
tory. Enerhoatom said that Russian forces 
have carried out unauthorized, secret con-
struction work over the last week at the 
plant in the area of the spent nuclear fuel 
storage facility. Russian officers controlling 
the area won’t give access to Ukrainian staff 
or monitors from the IAEA that would 
allow them to see what they are doing, the 
operator said. Enerhoatom added that it 
“assumes” the Russians “are preparing a 
terrorist act using nuclear materials and 
radioactive waste stored” at the plant. 
(RFE/RL, with reporting by AFP and 
Reuters)

Kyiv accuses Russia of delaying grain exports

Kyiv has accused Russia of delaying 
more than 165 cargo ships heading to 
Ukrainian Black Sea ports to load up with 
grain under a deal brokered by the United 
Nations and Turkey. Russian inspectors 
“have been significantly prolonging the 

inspection of vessels,” the Ukrainian 
Foreign Affairs Ministry said in a statement 
on October 24. “As a result, more than 165 
vessels have been stuck in a queue near the 
Bosphorus Strait, and this number contin-
ues to grow daily.” Cargo ships carrying 
grain and other foodstuffs to and from 
Ukrainian ports must be inspected by 
teams organized by the four-party Joint 
Coordination Center (JCC), a group set up 
under the U.N.-Turkey brokered deal with 
Ukraine and Russia that was signed in July 
amid concerns that the blockage of 
Ukrainian grain exports was contributing 
to a global food crisis. The Ukrainian 
Foreign Affairs Ministry said it had reason 
to believe the delays were politically moti-
vated and were once again threatening 
food security for millions of people. 
“Russia’s actions undermine global food 
security, in particular in the Global South,” 
the Ukrainian Foreign Affairs Ministry 
statement added. “The inspection delays 
have already prevented Ukraine from 
exporting an additional 3 million tons of 
grain. Ten million people across the world 
have not received food in time because of 
Russia’s political agenda.” Russia has previ-
ously threatened to pull out of the deal, 
which also gave Moscow guarantees for its 
own grain and fertilizer exports. The deal is 
up for renewal next month. Russian 

Foreign Affairs Minister Sergei Lavrov said 
on October 24 that Moscow has asked the 
United Nations for data on the destination 
and end-consumers for Ukrainian grain 
exports. Mr. Lavrov said “corrections” need-
ed to unblock shipments would depend on 
Russia receiving this information. U.N. 
spokeswoman for the Black Sea Grain 
Initiative Ismini Palla said urgent steps 
were needed to relieve the backlog. The 
delays “have the potential to cause disrup-
tions to the supply chain and port opera-
tions,” Ms. Palla said. The deal freed up 
exports from three of Ukraine’s ports – 
Odesa, Chornomorsk and Pivdenniy – 
which had been blockaded since Russia 
launched the invasion of Ukraine in late 
February. The first grain shipments left 
Ukraine in August. The four parties to the 
deal – Russia, Ukraine and brokers Turkey 
and the U.N. – are currently negotiating a 
possible extension and expansion beyond 
its November 19 deadline. Ms. Palla said 
the U.N. convenes the parties daily “and has 
urged full and good faith participation in 
the [deal] and the need for additional 
urgent measures to be taken so the supply 
chain does not get disrupted and the initia-
tive continues to deliver more and much 
needed food to the world.” (RFE/RL’s 
Ukrainian Service, with reporting by 
Reuters and AFP)

(Continued from page 18)
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VICTOR BASIUK
10/19/1932 - 9/24/2022 

The family of Victor Basiuk is deeply saddened to announce his 
passing on September 24, 2022 In Reston, VA at age 89. Born 
in Zhytomyr, Ukraine, Dr. Basiuk was a respected consultant 

on science, technology and US national 
security policy. A graduate of Haverford 
College (honors Phi Beta Kappa) and of 
Columbia University (MA, and PhD. in 
international relations), Dr Basiuk taught
at the US Naval War College, Columbia 
University, and Case Western Reserve 
University. He was for 10 years Research 
Associate at Columbia’s Institute of War 
and Peace Studies. In 1970 Dr. Basiuk 
moved from New York to Washington, 
DC to become International Relations 
Advisor to the Chief of Naval Operations 
(Adm. Zumwalt, Jr.). In the expansive course of his career Dr Basiuk 
worked for the Whtte House, the State Department and Department 
of Defense, the Voice of America, the Institute for Defense Analysis, the 
Brookings Institution, RAND Corporation, and other US government 
agencies and private organizations. Не authored two books, numerous 
articles and expert testimonies before Congressional Committees on the 
subject of technology and national security. He proudly served in the 
US Navy and retired from the US Naval Reserve with the rank of Captain.
Dr. Basiuk is survived by his wife Jila. sisters Helen and Natalie, and 
niece Jennifer. Не is predeceased by his adored Pomeranian, Diamond. 
Donations may be made to the Parkinson’s Foundation.
Funeral services were held on September 29. 2022 at the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Cathedral in Silver Spring, MD. Burial will take place at Arlington 
National Cemetery.

Liturgies will be celebrated in his memory on that day at:

• Epiphany of Our Lord Ukrainian Catholic Church
  St. Petersburg, FL

• Presentation of the Most Holy Mother Ukrainian Catholic Church
  North Port, FL 

• St. Mary Protectress Ukrainian Catholic Church
  Apopka, FL

Please  remember Yurij in your thoughts and prayers.

wife  - Yaryna (Hrabowenska) Telepko
daughter  - Roxolana Telepko
son  - Andrij Telepko

Вічная  пам’ять!

November 18, 2022 marks the � rst 
painful anniversary of the passing 

of our beloved husband and father

Yurij Danylo Telepko
9.27.1938 – 11.18.2021

The Corporate Board of Directors  
of the Ukrainian National Association 

regrets to announce to the members of 
the General Assembly, to members of 

UNA Branch 367 and to the 
UNA membership-at-large, that 

Christine Dziuba
(June 19, 1924 – June 29, 2022)

Secretary of Branch 367 in Rochester, NY,
passed away on June 29, 2022. 

Mrs. Dziuba was a proud Branch Secretary for 24 years. 
She was also a UNA’s Rochester District Chair Person for decades. 

The Corporate Board of Directors and the entire UNA membership
 wish to express their deepest sympathy to daughter, Mary Myers 

with husband Thomas and granddaughter Erika with family.

Mrs. Dziuba was a very active and long-time supporter of the UNA. 
Her dedication to the Ukrainian National Association will not be forgotten.

Вічна Їй пам’ять!
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One of the highlights at the annual Ballon d’Or ceremony 
in Paris on October 17 was Ukrainian Andriy Shevchenko’s 
impassioned speech in which he urged people not to forget 
about the ongoing Russian invasion of his country.

“It has been a very difficult moment since the war start-
ed,” said the former AC Milan, Chelsea FC and Dynamo Kyiv 
striker.

Shevchenko, who is Ukraine’s all-time goal-scoring lead-
er and himself a Ballon d’Or winner in 2004, also said he 
was “so proud with how my country defend(s) and fight(s) 
for their freedom.”

“I’ve been very involved in a lot of humanitarian and 
medical aid projects together with the United 24 fundrais-
ing platform, created by Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy,” he said.

“It’s very important to remember that the war is still 
ongoing, but it is most important to stay on the side of 
Ukraine and help. Thank you so much,” Shevchenko said.

After his speech, Shevchenko presented the award for 
the Ballon d’Or to FC Barcelona’s Alexia Putellas, who won 
for the second consecutive year.

Shevchenko is not the only Ukrainian soccer player who 
has publicly voiced his opinion about the war with Russia. 
In September, current Ukraine national team captain 
Andriy Yarmolenko labeled Russia as a “terrorist country” 
and demanded it be “totally isolated” from the rest of the 
sporting world after European soccer’s governing body, 
UEFA, confirmed that Russia would be excluded from qual-
ifying for the 2024 European Championships.

“Every day they kill Ukrainians, our children. Therefore, 
there can be no question of any sport,” he told reporters on 
September 21. “Everyone in the national team of Ukraine 
wants only one thing – to punish this country as hard as 
possible.”

In a recent interview with Agence France-Presse, 
Shevchenko admitted that he cried when he saw children 
running through a field strewn with missile craters in 
Irpin, a town outside Kyiv which was liberated from 
Russian control. He was overwhelmed by the youngsters’ 
determination to play soccer in spite of the carnage around 
them. He continues to have great difficulty comprehending 
the fact that bombs are falling and rockets are flying in the 
center of a democratic Europe in 2022.

He came to the realization that, unlike some Ukrainian 
sports stars who took up arms to fight for their homeland, 
he would use the power of his name in an ambassadorial 
role to showcase his country’s plight. He and tennis star 
Elina Svitolina quickly accepted invitations from Mr. 
Zelenskyy to become ambassadors for the charity United 
24 back in mid-May.

Shevchenko’s primary focus has been raising funds for 
medical aid and reconstruction. He was preparing to 
announce his first project before the end of October with 
over $200 million collected in five months from donors in 
110 countries.

The Ukrainian soccer legend was fortunate that his 
mother and sister were able to leave Kyiv around six weeks 
after the full-scale war began in February. He continues to 
be amazed by his compatriots’ resilience and he said he 
admires how all Ukrainians are able to rise from the dark-

ness, be positive and support one another.
“Ukrainians evoke not only sympathy, but also admira-

tion from the whole world,” Shevchenko said.
He is indebted to his former club for their loyal support. 

AC Milan released a special t-shirt with his number on it in 
support of Ukraine. Sales of the shirt raised $196,000 
toward the reconstruction of a youth-sized football pitch in 
Irpin that was destroyed by Russian missiles.

Shevchenko commented on the “great, constant sup-
port” from Barcelona’s Polish forward Robert 
Lewandowski. He was also reminded of Russia’s ability to 
strike despite recent Ukrainian battlefield successes. He 
left Kyiv by train 10 days into October on a day that saw the 
most devastating air strikes the country has experienced 
since February 24. He heard of Russian attacks on civilians 
in Kyiv on October 17, and decided to remind the world 
about the war when given the stage in Paris.

Usyk joins Ukrainian fundraising platform

World heavyweight boxing champion Oleksandr Usyk 
became the newest ambassador of the Ukrainian fundrais-
ing platform United 24. More than 72 countries have 
already donated funds for Ukraine’s reconstruction, demin-
ing and social needs.

Usyk announced on October 18 that he accepted the 
role of a United 24 ambassador.

Mr. Zelenskyy issued an official announcement about 
Usyk’s new role.

“The absolute world heavyweight boxing champion, 
world heavyweight champion Oleksandr Usyk, became the 
ambassador of the United 24 fundraising platform. 
Oleksandr has supported Ukraine since the beginning of 
the full-scale invasion. Now he will support the restoration 
of Ukraine. First of all, he will focus on the restoration of 
the Kyiv region, where he is already implementing infra-
structure projects. Oleksandr Usyk is the victorious symbol 
of Ukraine! Thank you for your support and [for] joining 
the global initiative!”

Other ambassadors of United 24 include Ukrainian 
sports stars Shevchenko, Svitolina, actors Live Schreiber 
and Mark Hamill and singer/actress Barbra Streisand.

Shakhtar defeats Dynamo

Shakhtar Donetsk defeated Dynamo Kyiv 3-1 in the sev-
enth round of Ukrainian Premier League action on October 
16 in Lviv. Donetsk scored first in the 29th minute on a 
cross from a corner kick by Lussina Traore to the far post 
where Oleksandr Zubkov broke away from coverage to tap 
the ball into the net. Shakhtar nearly doubled their lead 
before halftime when a Traore penalty kick was saved by 
Dynamo goalkeeper Ruslan Neshcheret.

The second half saw two goals scored within two min-
utes when Vladyslav Vanat tied it at 1-1 with a header in 
the 46th minute and Mykhaylo Mudryk responded for 
Shakhtar with a long-range shot in the 48th minute. The 
match was decided in the 69th minute when Dynamo lost 
Ilya Zabarny on a red card and five minutes later Mudryk 
ran for a cross into the penalty area and passed to Daniil 
Sikan, who easily slotted the ball into an empty net to make 
the final score 3-1.

The victory over Dynamo gave Shakhtar a 5-1 win-loss 
record in the 2022-2023 Ukrainian Premier League sea-
son, good for 16 points and second place among the 16 
clubs, two points behind first place. Dynamo’s record fell to 
3-3, good for nine points.

Mariupol heroine sings national anthem

Before the start of the soccer match between Shakhtar 
Donetsk and Dynamo Kyiv at Arena Lviv on October 16 in 
Lviv, Kateryna “Ptashka” Polishchuk, who was among those 
who helped defend the Azovstal steel plant, performed the 
Ukrainian national anthem. Polishchuk was released from 
Russian captivity at the end of September, as was Azovstal 
defender Mykhailo Dianov, who took the first symbolic kick 
of the match.

Dynamo Kyiv falls twice to Rennes

The home team Rennes won a suspenseful match over 
visiting Dynamo Kyiv 2-1 at Roazhon Park in Rennes, 
France, on October 6. A goal in the 88th minute by Desire 
Doue was the winning tally, leaving the Ukrainian squad 
without a victory after three matches in the UEFA Europa 
League’s Group B.

With their win, Rennes gained a measure of revenge for 
the 2-1 loss they incurred when Dynamo frustrated the 
French team four year ago.

Drained of their foreign players and surviving in precari-
ous conditions since Russia launched a full-scale war on 
their country, members of the Ukrainian team found the 
will to equalize the match before succumbing to defeat in 
the final minutes.

Facing a fortified Ukrainian defense, Rennes went on the 
offensive early with several solid chances only to be repeat-
edly denied. Martin Terrier narrowly missed the target in 
the 16th minute off a nice heel pass from Flavien Tart. 
Terrier hit the net in the 23rd minute off a smooth combi-
nation from Amine Gouiri. Ten minutes later, Viktor 
Tsygankov celebrated his goal as he was cheered on by a 
handful of Ukrainian fans and some 250 Ukrainian refu-
gees invited to the match by the home club.

Hopeful for a draw as Rennes struggled to finish their 
scoring chances, Dynamo instead saw a bad recovery get 
intercepted by Doue, who tapped in a wrong footed goal 
past goalkeeper Denys Boyko for the winner.

In the rematch on October 13, Rennes again bested 
Dynamo, this time by a 1-0 margin. Playing in Krakow, 
Dynamo Kyiv’s home field due to the war in Ukraine, the 
lone goal of the match was scored in the 48th minute by 
Christopher Wooh after a right-footed shot from inside the 
box.

Time of possession was nearly even (51 percent to 49 
percent for Rennes), but the French squad enjoyed a huge 
advantage in total shots (14-4) and passes in the match 
(387-329). Scoring opportunities were at a minimum for 
both sides, with Dynamo managing two shots on goal to 
Rennes’ three.

This was Dynamo’s fourth defeat in four games, leaving 
them in last place in the group with zero points and two 
matches left to play.

Ukrainian cheerleader honored

A prototypical high school experience for every student-
athlete includes due recognition on Senior Night. On 
October 13 on Mount Pleasant High School’s football field 
in San Jose, Calif., the loudspeaker blared out the name, 
“Victoria Balakshyna!”

That evening’s ceremony marked the last home game 
for senior football players and cheerleaders. For 17-year-
old Victoria Balakshyna, it was a memory she never antici-
pated having. She was familiar with some of America’s high 
school rituals from watching movies and was thrilled to 
have the opportunity to experience cheerleading in 
America after all she went through in her home country.

The teenager and her mother arrived from Ukraine in 
May. Balakshyna’s father stayed behind because of the war. 
In San Jose, she quickly immersed herself into schoolwork 
and cheerleading, a sport not offered in Ukraine. She found 
comfort and enjoyment in basic American customs, such as 
using lockers in school, which she also saw in a movie.

But, unlike life depicted in movies, Balakshyna’s person-
al experience is real and bittersweet. The teenager has 
found herself navigating life in a whole new environment 
while her country is being ravaged by war. She is very 
happy to be in America, but at times has pangs of guilt 
because her friends and her father are suffering back 
home. Yet, she realizes that she is safe here with her moth-
er and her father does not have to worry about her.

Kateryna Polishchuk, who survived Russia’s destruction 
of Mariupol, sings the Ukrainian national anthem before 
the start of the soccer match between Shakhtar Donetsk 

and Dynamo Kyiv in Arena Lviv on October 16.

Mykhailo Dianov, who was among the Ukrainian 
defenders of the Azovstal steel plant, took the first sym-
bolic kick of the ball to begin the soccer match between 
Shakhtar Donetsk and Dynamo Kyiv in Arena Lviv on 

October 16.

Shakhtar.com

Shakhtar.com

(Continued on page 23)

Shevchenko delivers plea for help at Ballon d’Or ceremony
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Dmitry Feld spearheads Lake Placid’s effort to show its support for Ukraine
by Ihor N. Stelmach

It has been very difficult for Ukraine 
native Dmitry Feld to watch news coverage 
of Russia’s full-scale war on Ukraine, which 
began eight months ago. The 66-year-old 
grew up in Kyiv, the nation’s capital.

“Well, I think it is barbarian. 21st centu-
ry when the largest country in the world 
with an unlimited amount of cruise mis-
siles and tanks, attacking a small democrat-
ic country who [is] based right next to 
them. I think they are destroying cities, 
burning cities, killing citizens for nothing,” 
Feld told NBC5 in Burlington, Vermont.

“It’s a disaster of biblical proportions is 
what I call [it] and the world needs to wake 
up, because next is going to be Moldova, 
Poland and everyone else. If [the] world 
doesn’t stop this absurd war, … and that 
leader who disregards human life, I don’t 
know where this world is going to go,” he 
said.

Feld is a long-tenured marketing and 
communications director for U.S.A. Luge. 
His tenure with the organization began in 
the early 1980s and he has lived in Lake 
Placid, N.Y., for the past several decades. In 
March he initiated an effort to hoist dozens 
of Ukrainian flags on Main Street in Lake 
Placid to demonstrate support for his 
friends back home in Ukraine.

“I think raising the flags has galvanized 
the whole community. I think Lake Placid 
right now has more flags of Ukraine than 
any other big city in [the] U.S. I bet you 
right now we probably have 40 flags flying 
right now. Not only in Lake Placid, but [in] 
Saranac Lake [N.Y.] also. In Saranac Lake 
they have Ukrainian flags and Georgia flags 
to remember people who died when 
[Russian President Vladimir] Putin invaded 
that country. Yes, it’s amazing. I am still 
overwhelmed.”

Feld’s efforts went beyond flags. His local 
networking endeavors succeeded in getting 
local businesses to donate money to sup-
port Ukraine. That money has been sent 
overseas to assist families in need. The 
Mirror Lake Inn bestowed a check in the 
amount of $5,000 to Feld, which he shared 
with his friends back in Ukraine.

“When I talk to my Ukrainian friends 
who are in civil defense, they are part of the 
system to fight Putin and I tell them what 
we are doing. They say [the same thing] 

every time, ‘Thank you, thank you! 
Everyone who gives you [a] dime, who rais-
es [a] Ukrainian flag, please, America, do 
not stop supporting us,’” Feld said.

It is his personal conviction that the 
army attacking Ukraine is Putin’s, not 
Russia’s.

“I feel sorry and bad for those young 
Russian soldiers. By the way, I don’t even 
call that a Russian army. That’s Putin’s 
army. The real Russian army would never 
attack their brothers and sisters in Ukraine. 
I feel so sorry for those kids who are dying 
in those tanks for Putin, because they have 
no idea what they are doing.”

Flag raising takes a village

As of the first week of October, Main 
Street was lined with some 20 Ukrainian 
flags, symbolizing the support that Feld 
believes will boost morale in his home 
country.

It was Feld’s brainchild to raise the flags 
– his plan was immediately approved by 
Mayor Art Devlin. Feld filmed the village’s 
Electric Department raising the Ukrainian 
flags on Main Street and he sent the footage 
back home to his friends in an effort to bol-
ster their mood.

As the war dragged on, Feld got more 
actively involved in sending needed sup-
plies and equipment to his friends, includ-

ing bulletproof vests and helmets. Locals 
have donated to the cause – an electrical 
superintendent fronted the $1,850 tab to 
pay for the Ukrainian flags. U.S.A. Luge took 
up a fundraising effort to pay for the flags 
and in less than 24 hours the flags were 
paid for in full with extra donations sent 
directly to Ukraine.

Feld said U.S.A. Luge has affiliations with 
the Ukrainian Luge Federation, which has 
turned into a civilian corps since the inva-
sion, helping the Ukrainian armed forces in 
various ways.

It was an emotional event for Feld to 
watch Ukrainian flags go up all over Main 
Street. He hopped in one utility truck’s 
bucket and was raised so he could touch a 
flag.

“I grew up in Ukraine, so it means a lot to 
me,” he said in an October 8 interview with 
the Adirondack Daily Enterprise. “They 
attack people whom I love, and they attack 
this beautiful country – for nothing.”

Baranova 27

In early May, Feld organized a food and 
goods drive to help people in Ukraine. With 
the assistance of the Lake Placid communi-
ty, he spearheaded a mission which sent 
some eight shipping trucks filled with 
200,000 pounds of supplies to people flee-
ing and fighting for freedom in Ukraine. His 

May efforts had him partnered with his vil-
lage’s Central School District and two 
Ukrainian brothers from “Dancing with the 
Stars” to send non-perishable foods and 
supplies to Ukraine.  

An interview on CNN with Ukraine’s 
Maksim Chmerkovskiy, who stared on 
Dancing with the Start, got the ball rolling. 
Feld heard about Chmerkovskiy’s Baranova 
27 charity and decided to connect with the 
group by sending over contributions for the 
cause. The Baranova 27 charity was named 
after the Chmerkovskiy’s childhood home 
address. The charity is based in New Jersey 
and Feld transported the donated food and 
supplies to the organization by truck.

Feld himself had the privilege of driving 
one of those packed trucks down to New 
Jersey in late May. His operation SPAM – a 
reference to the non-perishable meat popu-
larized in World War II – symbolized the 
need for non-perishable foods in Ukraine. 
His charity initiative was assisted by area 
school districts in Lake Placid, Keene and 
Long Lake plus BOCES in Saranac Lake.

Community members from across New 
York’s Tri-Lakes region pitched in with 
police departments from the region donat-
ing around 40 bulletproof vests. Feld’s 
friend in a police department outside of 
Kyiv requested bulletproof vests for his offi-
cers. Tactical boots and night vision gear 
were also in great demand.

In a May 26 interview with Adirondack 
Daily Enterprise, Feld said, “As long as I 
have money [from] people that was given 
to me with their trust, I am going to keep 
supporting Ukraine until [the] war is over. 
And then I’ll go there to rebuild.”

List of achievements

On June 30, Feld publicly shared a long 
list of achievements from his most success-
ful fundraising events, which included over 
250,000 pounds of humanitarian aid that 
was delivered to Ukraine and over 4,000 
pounds of humanitarian aid and military 
support that was delivered to Baranova 27.

The Ukrainian military received 20 digi-
tal and encrypted radios, 85 pairs of tactical 
footwear, 145 pairs of tactical gloves, two 
thermal imaging monoculars and one 
direct quadcopter.

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@
sfgsports.com.

Dmitry Feld of U.S.A. Luge assisted with the installation of Ukrainian flags on Main 
Street in Lake Placid, N.Y.

Lauren Yates, Adirondack Daily Enterprise
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Through Exhibit, “Seven Decades of Memories and Inspiration 
December 3 Dedicated to the Ukrainian National Museum’s 70th
Chicago Anniversary,” Ukrainian National Museum, 
 www.ukrainiannationalmuseum.org

November 2 Zenovia Sochor Parry Memorial Lecture, “Religion and
Cambridge, MA Russia’s Invasion of Ukraine” by Catherine Wanner, 
 Harvard University, www.huri.harvard.edu

November 3-5 Conference, “Ukraine in North America: Diaspora 
New York Activism, Academic Initiatives,” Columbia University, 
 http://harriman.columbia.edu

November 3-26 Benefit/exhibit, “Don’t Close Your Eyes,” 26 Ukrainian 
Newton, MA artists respond to Russia’s war on Ukraine, New Art
  Corridor, hannaart42@gmail.com

November 4 Fundraiser, “Education for Ukraine Support Students and 
Washington Faculty,”Kyiv Mohyla Foundation of America, Ukraine
 House, mail@kmfoundation.org

November 5 Didukh-making class, with instruction by Iryna Buchkovska, 
Jenkintown, PA  Ukrainian National Women’s League of America, Ukrainian
 Educational and Cultural Center, www.ueccphila.org

November 5 60th anniversary concert, Ukrainian Male Chorus
Jenkintown, PA  Prometheus, Ukrainian Educational and Cultural Center, 
 www.ueccphila.org

November 6 Fundraiser, “Education for Ukraine Support Students and 
Chicago Faculty,”Kyiv Mohyla Foundation of America, Ukrainian
 Institute of Modern Art, mail@kmfoundation.org

November 6 Film screening, “Olga” by Elie Grappe, Harvard Art 
Cambridge, MA Museums, http://harvardartmuseums.org

November 8 Fundraiser, “Education for Ukraine Support Students and 
Warren, MI Faculty,”Kyiv Mohyla Foundation of America, Ukrainian 
 Cultural Center, mail@kmfoundation.org

November 11 Fundraiser, “Education for Ukraine Support Students and 
New York Faculty,”Kyiv Mohyla Foundation of America, Ukrainian
 Institute of America, mail@kmfoundation.org

November 12 Fundraiser gala, “Ukraine My Love,” Ukrainian Institute of
Chicago Modern Art, www.uima-chicago.org

November 12 Concert, “I Am Ukraine,” by Kazka, Ukrainian American 
San Francisco Coordinating Council, Nova Ukraine, City Nights Club, 
 https://ukrainian-am.esclick.me/Heo42jZqX40u

November 13 Thanksgiving Day dinner, Ukrainian American Senior
Jenkintown, PA Citizens Association of Philadelphia, Ukrainian Educational
 and Cultural Center, www.ueccphila.org 

November 16 Literary evening, “Mondegreen: Songs About Death and
New York Love – An Evening with Volodymyr Rafeyenko,” Columbia
 University, http://harriman.columbia.edu

November 16 Book launch, “The Voices of Babyn Yar” by Marianna
Cambridge, MA Kiyanovska, Harvard University, www.huri.harvard.edu

November 19 Requiem Service and Holodomor Commemoration, marking
New York the 90th anniversary of the Soviet-orchestrated Famine-
 Genocide of 1932-1933, Ukrainian Congress Committee
 of America, St. Patrick’s Cathedral, www.ucca.org or
 www.stpatrickscathedral.org

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

From the west coast of the U.S., 
Balakshyna is cheering on Ukrainians back 
home.

Ukrainian first ever parkour world 
champion

Ukrainian Bohdan Kolmakov is the first 
ever speed parkour world champion after a 
gold medal winning time of 25.25 at the 
International Gymnastics Federation World 
Parkour Championships held on October 
14-16 in Tokyo. He was 0.59 seconds ahead 
of second-place finisher Italian Andrea 
Consolini. Kolmakov also took the title at the 
2022 World Cup in Sofia, Bulgaria, and at 
the World Games 2022 in Birmingham, Ala.

Participants of Parkour attempt to move 
from one point to another – often in out-
door, urban environments – in the quickest 
way possible without the use of equipment.

Kolmakov, a 24-year-old born in the 
Kirvohrad region of Ukraine, took up the 
sport at age 10. He is a graduate of the 
National Pedagogical Dragomanov 
University in Kyiv where he majored in 
Physical Education – Teaching.

Svitolina has baby girl

Married tennis stars Elina Svitolina and 
Gael Monfils officially welcomed their baby 
daughter into the world on October 15. The 
Ukrainian Svitolina announced that she 
gave birth to a baby girl named Skai 
Monfils.

The couple married in July 2021 and on 
May 15 they announced that they were 
expecting their first child together.

Svitolina tweeted the news of the birth 
and added, “Can’t thank enough my hus-
band to live through this unforgettable 
moment with me.”

Ukrainians in robotics contest

It was their first trip to a celebrated 
robotics competition for high school stu-
dents from many countries, and the team of 
Ukrainian teenagers encountered a prob-
lem. Shipments of products to Ukraine 
these days are uncertain at best, with 
Ukrainian customs officers being very care-
ful about any incoming goods. On the day 

that they were set to leave for the event in 
Geneva, Switzerland, the Ukrainian team 
only received a base kit of gadgetry.

This set off a mad scramble to somehow 
assemble their entry robot for the latest 
edition of the “First Global” contest, a three-
day affair which opened on October 14. It 
was the first time that the competition was 
held in person since the COVID-19 pan-
demic began. Almost all of the other 180 or 
so teams representing countries from all 
over the world had months to prepare their 
robots.

“We couldn’t back down because we 
were really determined to compete here [in 
Geneva] and to give our country a good 
result – because it really needs it right 
now,” Danylo Gladkyi, a member of 
Ukraine’s team, said in an October 16 inter-
view with the Associated Press, according 
to WGNO New Orleans.

Gladkyi explained that an international 
package company wasn’t delivering into 
Ukraine and shipping the kit from Poland 
via a smaller private company resulted in a 
hold-up with customs officials. The impasse 
was finally resolved on October 9, which 
forced the team to hurry to get their robot 
ready with their own specific modifications 
a mere few days before the contest began.

The event encouraged young people 
from all around the globe to apply their 
technical expertise and mechanical savvy 
to challenges that represent symbolic solu-
tions to global problems. The competition 
was launched in 2017 with support from 
American inventor Dean Kamen.

The theme for 2022 was carbon capture, 
a nascent technology in which excess heat-
trapping carbon dioxide in the atmosphere 
is sucked out of the sky and secluded, usu-
ally underground, to assist in the battle 
against global warming.

The First Global initiative’s goal is to 
offer a refresher to a troubled world, where 
youngsters look beyond politics to help 
solve everyday problems.

The opening-day ceremony had an 
Olympic-like atmosphere, with teams 
marching behind their national flags and 
short versions of national anthems playing 
in the background.

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@
sfgsports.com.

(Continued from page 20)

Shevchenko...

Viktor Tsygankov moved the ball for Dynamo Kyiv during the team’s soccer match 
against Rennes on October 13 in Krakow.

Fcdynamo.com

“Ostland,” which included the Baltic States 
and Belarus.

The new appointment of Mr. Rosenberg 
had dashed the hopes of Ukrainians who 
believed that the previous arrangement 
would see a unified Ukraine emerge under 
German protection. 

However, those dreams were dashed 
when plans emerged to partition Ukraine 

among the country’s neighbors, including 
Romania, which was to take control of Odesa, 
while Poland would control eastern Galicia.

A November 19 editorial in the New 
York Herald-Tribune, titled “The Eclipse of 
the Ukrainians,” also addressed the issue.

“The time has come when the Germans 
might be expected to make good [on] their 
promises to the Ukrainian nationalists 
[whom] they have been supporting ever 
since 1918, but as the German armies push 
eastward, the Nazis show less and less 
desire to give up anything, or relinquish 

any large measure of power to the peoples 
in the territory they are occupying. Already 
they have dealt one severe blow to their 
supposed Ukrainian friends. By the incor-
poration of Galicia into the Polish 
Government General recently they demon-
strated that any puppet Ukrainian state 
they might set up would be deprived of 
Lviv, one of the three largest cities in dis-
tricts populated by Ukrainians. The move 
followed the precedent set at Brest-Litovsk 
in 1918 when the Germans refused to grant 
a Ukrainian request for the same territory, 

then under Austro-Hungarian rule.”
“...By breaking up local independence 

movements, the German occupational 
authorities condemn the Ukrainians and 
the other peoples of the borderlands to 
either practical slavery if the Nazis win or a 
period of anarchy and further bloodshed 
and suffering if they lose …,” the editorial 
underscored.

Source: “Rich grain haul falls to Nazi 
invaders of Ukraine,” The Ukrainian Weekly, 
November 3, 1941.

(Continued from page 6)

Turning...
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