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Ukraine’s Western allies  
to provide armored vehicles as Kyiv 

warns of looming offensive
RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service

With fighting raging in the partially Russia-
occupied eastern Ukrainian region of Donetsk, Kyiv’s 
Western allies appeared to be moving toward provid-
ing advanced armored combat vehicles to the 
Ukrainian military.

In its daily briefing on the war on January 5, the 
Ukrainian military said more than 800 Russian sol-
diers had been killed or wounded, mostly in fighting 
around the Donetsk region city of Bakhmut and other 
locations in the Donetsk region.

RFE/RL could not independently verify the 
Ukrainian military’s figures.

Amid the intense fighting, U.S. President Joe Biden 
on January 4 confirmed that Washington was consider-
ing sending Bradly infantry fighting vehicles to Ukraine. 
The M2 Bradley has been the main infantry fighting 
vehicle of the U.S. military since 1981, which has 
thousands of them available.

Washington is expected to unveil a new package of 
assistance to Ukraine in the coming days.

Mr. Biden’s comment came after a telephone con-
versation earlier in the day between Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy and French President 
Emmanuel Macron after which it was revealed that 
France will provide AMX-10 RC light-armored vehicles 
to Ukraine.

Reuters quoted an unidentified French official as 
saying that “this is the first time Western-made 
armored vehicles are supplied to support the 
Ukrainian Army.” No further details were reported.

Earlier, Australia provided 90 Bush master vehicles, 
which are armored against land mines.

Kyiv has been pressing Western governments for 
heavy armored vehicles, particularly U.S.-made 
Abrams and German Leopard battle tanks.

“There is no rational reason why Ukraine has not 
yet been supplied with Western tanks,” Mr. Zelenskyy 
wrote on Twitter.

A senior U.S. official said on January 4 that the fight-
ing around Bakhmut was “still quite hot” and predict-
ed “continued fighting in the coming months.”

At a conference in Norway on January 5, North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) Secretary 
General Jens Stoltenberg urged the West not to under-
estimate Russian President Vladimir Putin’s resolve in 
Ukraine.

“They have shown a great willingness to tolerate 
losses and suffering,” Mr. Stolten berg said. “We have 
no indication that President Putin has changed his 
plans and goals in Ukraine.”

At the same event, German Vice Chancellor Robert 
Habeck said Berlin remained committed to providing 
equipment to Ukraine.

“We will not stop to deliver weapons to Ukraine,” 
Mr. Habeck said in English. “We will always adjust our 
deliveries to the need of the battlefield.”

Ukrainian officials have been warning in recent 
days that Russia is planning a fresh offensive, as 
Moscow’s unprovoked invasion of Ukraine nears its 

RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service

Ukraine has described a cease-fire ordered by Russian 
President Vladimir Putin for the Orthodox Christmas holi-
day as “hypocrisy” and said there could only be a “tempo-
rary truce” if Russia withdraws its forces from territory it 
has seized in Ukraine.

“Russia must leave the occupied territories – only then 
will there be a ‘temporary ceasefire,’” Mykhaylo Podolyak, a 
senior adviser to President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, said on 

Twitter. “Keep hypocrisy to yourself,” he added.
In a more detailed statement, Mr. Podolyak said Putin’s 

proposal was “purely a propaganda gesture.”
He said Russia wanted to secure additional time to 

reduce the intensity of military clashes, mobilize additional 
forces and continue to build fortifications on territory it 
has occupied.

“A banal trick. There is not the slightest desire to end the 

Ukraine says Putin’s call for cease-fire order 
during Orthodox Christmas is ‘hypocrisy’

(Continued on page 16)

Members of the Ukrainian military fire artillery shells at Russian positions near Bakhmut in the east of Ukraine.
Kostiantyn Liberov

Top Ukrainian security official sees signs 
that Russia intends to escalate war

RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service

There are signs that Russia is preparing an escalation of 
the war in Ukraine in Feb ruary, the secretary of Ukraine’s 
Security Council, Oleksiy Danilov, said on January 4, a day 
after Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said that 
Russia was planning to call up more troops for a major 
new offensive.

“There are many signs that give us reason to say that 
they may have another attempt in February,” Mr. Danilov 
said on Ukrainian national television.

Mr. Danilov said one of the signs is the increased activity 
of Dmitry Kozak, Russian President Vladimir Putin’s depu-
ty chief of staff, who has been holding meetings in Europe 
in order to force Ukraine to sign peace agreements.

Mr. Danilov said Ukraine “will not go for it.”

Kyiv has been saying for weeks that Putin plans to order 
another mass mobilization and shut his borders to prevent 
men from escaping the draft.

“We have no doubt that the current masters of Russia 
will throw everything they have left and everyone they can 
round up to try to turn the tide of the war and at least 
delay their defeat,” Mr. Zelenskyy said in his nightly video 
address on January 3.

“We have to disrupt this Russian scenario. ... Any 
attempt at their new offensive must fail,” he said.

The comments came even as Moscow faced harsh internal 
criticism over a strike that killed scores of fresh conscripts.

Moscow has acknowledged that 89 soldiers were killed 
in the strike in the Donetsk region on December 31. 

(Continued on page 8)

Kremlin move comes after holiday attacks kill civilians in Ukraine

(Continued on page 14)
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Ukraine claims responsibility for attack

Ukraine has claimed responsibility for a 
missile attack on a temporary military bar-
racks in the Russia-occupied Donetsk 
region after the Kremlin, in a rare battle-
field admission, acknowledged that scores 
of its soldiers had been killed at a site in the 
city of Makiyivka. “On December 31 … in 
the settlement of Makiyivka, Donetsk 
region, up to 10 units of enemy military 
equipment of various types were destroyed 
and damaged,” Ukraine’s General Staff said 
on January 2 in a Facebook post. “The loss-
es of the occupiers’ personnel are being 
clarified,” it added. The statement came 
shortly after the Russian military said 63 of 
its soldiers had been killed in a Ukrainian 
missile strike on temporary barracks near 
the Russia-occupied city of Donetsk after 
the Ukrainian Army and several posts by 
pro-Russian social media suggested hun-
dreds had been killed. The Russian Defense 
Ministry said on January 2 that “as a result 
of a strike on a temporary-deployment 
point by four missiles with a high-explosive 
warhead, 63 Russian servicemen were 
killed.” “All necessary assistance and sup-
port will be given to relatives and loved 
ones of the deceased servicemen,” the min-
istry said. Russia has rarely acknowledged 
casualties during its full-scale invasion of 
Ukraine, which began on February 24, 
2022. Hours earlier, the Ukrainian military, 
without initially acknowledging the attack 
itself, had suggested that hundreds of 
recently mobilized Russian troops died at a 
makeshift barracks in Makiyivka, a suburb 
about 15 kilometers outside of the occu-
pied city of Donetsk in eastern Ukraine. If 
such a scale of casualties is confirmed, it 
could represent one of the deadliest single 
incidents for the Russian side since the all-
out invasion began 10 months ago and 
another potential rallying point for Ukraine 
and its international supporters in the con-
flict. RFE/RL is not able to corroborate bat-
tlefield accounts in areas of the heaviest 
fighting. But expressions of shock and 
anger by Russians online about the inci-
dent and the apparent failure of the 
Russian military to guard an occupied voca-
tional school where the purported recruits 
were gathered suggested that even normal-

ly pro-Kremlin Telegram groups were 
acknowledging a setback. Some of the 
Russian groups suggested the shelling was 
the result of an attack by Ukraine with a 
high-precision HIMARS rocket. The 
Strategic Communications Department of 
Ukraine’s military said via Telegram on 
January 1 that an attack by “Santa” had 
resulted in “about 400 corpses” at an occu-
pied vocational school called PTU-19 in the 
town of Makiyivka. It said there were also 
300 enemy troops wounded at Makiyivka. 
It said the explosion was “a result of ‘care-
less handling of heating devices,’ neglecting 
security measures and smoking in an 
unspecified place.” The Ukrainian side has 
routinely invoked such language after 
major events to suggest its defenders’ 
responsibility without any outright claim. 
The Russian Telegram channel Unofficial 
Beznosov ‘Z’ said the “strike was delivered 
at exactly 00:01 our time” on January 1 and 
expressed hope that Russian military com-
manders who decided to use the facility in 
question to gather troops “will be pun-
ished.” The Russian pro-military channel 
Tsargrad cited “hundreds” of dead, and the 
unofficial Operational Reports channel said 
500 troops were dead. Others called the 
casualties suffered by the Russian side 
“substantial.” (RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service, 
Russian Service and Current Time)

Manufacturer suspends operations in Russia

French liquefied natural gas containers 
manufacturer Gaztransport and Technigaz 
(GTT) has joined dozens of other interna-
tional companies in announcing the sus-
pension of its operations over Moscow’s 
unprovoked invasion of Ukraine launched 
in February last year. The company said on 
January 3 that the decision was made after 
a thorough analysis of the European 
Union’s sanctions imposed on Russia over 
its aggression against Ukraine. (RFE/RL’s 
Russian Service)

Theft suspect could face 12 years in prison

Prosecutors in Ukraine have announced 
that the individual suspected of orchestrat-
ing the removal of a Banksy mural in a 

(Continued on page 14)

 NEWS ANALYSIS

by Pavel K. Baev
Eurasia Daily Monitor

The new year of cheerful celebrations 
and renewed hopes has failed to arrive in 
Russia, which is sinking deeper into the vor-
tex of President Vladimir Putin’s devastat-
ing war against Ukraine. Putin has duly 
delivered his traditional New Year’s mes-
sage, emphasizing the sacred duty of 
defending the motherland (Meduza, 
December 31). However, his best wishes did 
not produce any joy among the populace, 
which remains disconcerted with lost pros-
perity and worried about a new wave of 
mobilization (Nezavisimaya Gazeta, 
December 24). The first wave of mobiliza-
tion, which was announced in September 
2022 after many reassurances from the 
Kremlin that such dragooning would be 
unnecessary, was a big shock for society as 
many Russians had preferred to pretend 
that the “special military operation” 
launched on February 24, 2022 – again after 
many assertions that it would not happen – 
had no relevance for their everyday lives.

The contrast between Putin’s readiness 
to embrace the prospect of a protracted 
conflict and the growing fatigue in Russian 
society regarding the pains and hardships 

caused by the war, the purpose of which 
remains incomprehensible, is steadily 
sharpening (Carnegie Politika, December 
19). The plan for rebuilding the badly 
depleted capabilities of the Russian Armed 
Forces, proposed by Defense Minister 
Sergei Shoigu, is indeed necessary for wag-
ing such a war, but even the patriotic mili-
tary commentators have expressed doubts 
regarding its feasibility (Topwar.ru, 
December 28). Putin may fancy himself a 
supreme commander of the obedient elites 
and disciplined masses, but growing dis-
content among the latter translates into a 
souring mood among the former (Re: 
Russia, December 26). Russian opinion 
polls tend to err toward loyalty when every 
anti-war statement is treated as a crime, 
but they, nevertheless, show a clear prefer-
ence for peace talks rather than more fight-
ing; for those between the ages of 18 and 
24, two-thirds of respondents hope to see 
an end to the war (Levada.ru. December 
23).

Older generations may be more inclined 
to stay loyal to the official course, but they 
are the most vulnerable when it comes to 
curtailing state-provided social benefits, 

by Ksenia Kirillova
Eurasia Daily Monitor

On December 28, in Belarus, a closed tri-
bunal began against Tatyana Kurilina, the 
former administrator of web-based chats 
for Belarusian oppositionists. Ms. Kurilina 
has been charged under 12 articles of 
Belarus’s criminal code, including allega-
tions of slander and insults against Bela-
rusian President Alyaksandr Lukashenka. If 
found guilty on all counts, she faces up to 
15 years in prison (Nashaniva.com, Decem-
ber 19).

Ms. Kurilina’s story is notable because 
she actively cooperated with the Belarusian 
State Security Committee (KGB). According 
to the “Rabochy Rukh” movement, which 
organize strikes at industrial enterprises, 
the KGB, using Ms. Kurilina’s help, penetrat-
ed the movement with an individual using 
an alias. As a result of the provocateur’s 
activities, 14 people were arrested. Earlier, 
in January 2022, Belarusian security forces 
hacked opposition chats administered by 
Ms. Kurilina, which also led to a wave of 
arrests (Nashaniva.com, July 29).

Activists suspect that Ms. Kurilina pro-
vided the KGB with access to the sites, as 
during that period she had been in contact 
with a representative of the Belarusian 
security services who invited her to return 
home with “promises to resolve all her 
problems.” In the end, the oppositionist lis-
tened to her virtual acquaintance and 
returned to Belarus from Poland, where 
she had fled to escape repression. In 
February 2022, she appeared on the 
Belarusian state television program of pro-
pagandist Kseniya Lebedeva. During the 
program, Ms. Kurilina proclaimed that pro-
test chats are meaningless and that 
Belarusian opposition groups abroad are 
controlled by Western intelligence 
(YouTube, February 22).

However, judging from her trial, neither 
the betrayal of her comrades nor her par-
ticipation in Belarusian propaganda has 
helped Ms. Kurilina. According to opposi-
tion media, contrary to the promises of the 
Chekist who lured her back, she has been in 
a pre-trial detention center since her return 
to the country. Journalists also note that Ms. 
Kurilina is far from the only oppositionist 
who received “tempting” offers to return 
home after leaving Belarus. Moreover, her 
story is but one episode of the “Road 
Home” program, which was launched by 
the Belarusian government at the begin-
ning of 2022 (Mediazona.by, November 
30).

The project’s authors invite disillusioned 
political émigrés to write to a special email 
address, with promises that their “active 
remorse” for “crimes” can contribute to the 
significant mitigation of punishment in the 
homeland. All those who apply are prom-
ised a personalized safe return to the coun-
try (Dw.com/ru, January 28). Several 
Belarusian oppositionists confirm that they, 
too, have received such proposals (Media-
zona.by, November 30). However, Ms. 
Kurilina’s case eloquently demonstrates 
that the promises of Chekists are not to be 
trusted.

It is assumed that criminal charges await 
especially well-known oppositionists. On 
this, it cannot be excluded that ordinary 
protest participants will find it easier to 
receive “forgiveness” from the KGB if they 
agree to work for the Lukashenka regime. 
For example, the Belarusian media have 
repeatedly expressed concern about how 
many information technology (IT) special-
ists have left the country since the presi-
dential elections of August 2020 and fol-
lowing the onset of Russia’s re-invasion of 
Ukraine in February 2022 (Thinktanks.by, 

Russia remains stuck in 2022, a year of 
miscalculated war and deep degradation

To ensnare or repress? Russia and Belarus  
debate how to handle expatriates
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by Roman Tymotsko

LVIV – While much of the world celebrates Christmas 
every year on December 25, many Ukrainians traditionally 
celebrate Christmas and the New Year according to the 
Julian calendar, which marks the two holidays on January 7 
and January 14, respectively. But since Russia launched a 
full-scale, unprovoked war on Ukraine, many people here, 
seeking to throw off any connection to the Kremlin, have 
decided to celebrate the two holidays according to the 
Gregorian calendar.

Ukrainian Orthodox Churches, which for centuries have 
used the Julian calendar – also commonly referred to as the 
old calendar – are considering transitioning to the 
Gregorian calendar, commonly referred to as the new cal-
endar. In recent years, Christmas has sparked discussions 
in Ukraine about when Ukrainians should celebrate among 
the most important Catholic holidays. 

The old church calendar was observed by many 
Orthodox churches, most prominent among them the 
Russian Orthodox Church, which has received worldwide 
condemnation for its support of Russian President 
Vladimir Putin’s war on Ukraine.

While there have been periods in the past when 
Ukrainians considered switching to the new calendar, the 
practice of observing Christmas and the New Year on 
December 25 and January 1, respectively, has never taken 
complete hold in Ukraine. Many Ukrainians both in 
Ukraine and in the diaspora observe the holidays accord-
ing to both calendars, but Putin’s war may just change that.

The number of Ukrainians who celebrate Christmas on 
December 25 only has increased from 4 percent to 11 per-
cent over the last year, according to a survey conducted by 
the sociological research organization Rating. The organi-
zation said fewer people in Ukraine will celebrate 
Christmas on January 7 – 55 percent – then did last year 
when 71 percent of the population observed the holiday 
according to the old calendar.

The survey showed that the number of those celebrating 
Christmas on both dates - December 25 and January 7 - 
increased from 18 percent to 25 percent. Another 8 percent 
of Ukrainians said they will not celebrate Christmas at all.

For many, the incentive to switch to the new calendar 
was Russia’s war against Ukraine and the desire to dis-
tance themselves from Russia, where most people stil use 
the old calendar and celebrate Christmas on January 7.

A correspondent for The Ukrainian Weekly spoke to 
three young Ukrainians about their Christmas celebrations.

“Although I support the transition to December 25, I’m a 
bit puzzled, not about Christmas itself, but rather about 
other related holidays. In Ukraine, we have a whole cycle of 
winter holidays, with a myriad of traditions and rituals 
starting with St. Andrew’s Day [on December 13] and end-
ing with Epiphany [on January 19],” said Yarko Ostapchuk, 
a 28-year-old journalist who currently lives abroad.

Mr. Ostapchuk said that, besides Christmas, his family 
has always celebrated Christmas Eve [on January 6], St. 
Mary’s Day [on January 8], St. Stephen’s Day [on January 9] 
and St. Basil’s Day [on January 13-14], the second 
Theophany/Epiphany Eve [on January 18] and Epiphany. 
Ukrainians celebrate each of those holidays with different 
traditions, many of which are based on Pagan practices 
that predate Christianity.

“I’m a little confused about how all this will work with 
more people celebrating Christmas on different days. 
When will it be time to sing carols? And what about vertep 
[a Nativity play]? Will some people celebrate Christmas 
twice, on December 25 and January 7? If so, which will be, 
let’s say, ‘more important?’” Mr Ostapchuk said.

This year, Mr. Ostapchuk’s family decided to stick with 
January 7, although they also support the transition. They 
hope that next year there will be a unified position of the 
Ukrainian churches so that everyone can celebrate 
Christmas on the same day.

“I agree with them [people transitioning to the new cal-
endar]. For me, preserving Christmas traditions is primari-
ly about my family and my identity. I cherish this connec-
tion. And despite many of my friends celebrating 
Christmas on December 25, I will have Christmas dinner 
with my relatives this year on January 7. The same will 

happen next year, regardless of the choice of date,” Mr. 
Ostapchuk said.

A few years ago, Natalie Stanko, a Ternopil-born Kyivite, 
decided to celebrate Christmas on December 25. Before 
that, she celebrated two Christmases with her family 
because her grandfather was Catholic and celebrated 
according to the new calendar. With respect for his religion 
and beliefs, the family prepared two Christmas Eve dinners 
every year – on December 24 and January 6.

“The celebrations are quite traditional. On Christmas 
Eve, we prepare 12 dishes, after which we sing carols and 
exchange gifts. What distinguishes Christmas Eve on 
December 24 is what we share among ourselves – 
Christmas wafers – and we eat kutia [boiled wheat mixed 
with poppy seeds and honey] at the end of dinner. Then, 
the next day, whoever wants to goes to church, attends 
worship and later we all gather around the festive table 
and spend the day together. If possible, the whole family 
gathers – in good times without COVID and war, it is about 
15 people together with children,” Ms. Stanko said.

“When grandpa passed away, we not only decided to 
continue the tradition but also made December 25 the 
main celebration of Christmas in the family. We prepare 

Despite Russia’s war on their country, Ukrainians in Lviv erected and decorated a Christmas tree in the center of the city.

Roman Tymotsko

Ukrainian Myron Demkiw sworn in as Toronto police chief
by Bohdan Kolos

TORONTO – During a change of command ceremony held 
at Police headquarters on December 19, 2022, Ukrainian 
Canadian Myron Demkiw, a 30-year veteran of the Toronto 
Police Services, was sworn in as the chief of police in Toronto.

Mr. Demkiw, who was born to Ukrainian parents and 
raised in Toronto, grew up as a proud member of his com-
munity and was an active member of Plast Ukrainian 
Scouting Organization in his youth. 

Surrounded by dignitaries and police officials, Mr. 
Demkiw took the oath of office and signed the document 
making him the top police official in a city of some 3 mil-
lion people.

Under his command, Mr. Demkiw will oversee 5,000 
police officers and 2,000 civilian employees. The Toronto 
Police Service is the largest municipal police agency in 
Canada.

Witnessing the change of command ceremony and par-
ticipating in the festivities were Toronto Mayor John Tory, 
Ontario Premier Doug Ford, Consul General of Ukraine in 
Toronto Oleksandr Shevchenko and various ministers of 
the Canadian federal and provincial governments.

Mr. Demkiw, who studied law at the University of 
Toronto and later completed university courses in policing, 
management and psychology, graduated from the Police 

Leadership Program at the Rotman School of Management 
at the University of Toronto.

In his first remarks after being sworn in, Mr. Demkiw 
described his view of the city’s priorities and his commit-
ment to its communities. He acknowledged that it is essen-
tial first to listen and understand the citizens he has sworn 
to serve and protect.

“Although I have many priorities in my new role, my first 
is improving trust in our service and working with our 
communities to earn and maintain that trust,” Mr. Demkiw 
said.

“Secondly, under my leadership, we will accelerate 
police reform and the professionalization of the Service by 
continuing to collaborate with our communities to imple-
ment their recommendations and by exploring new oppor-
tunities to become the modern, community-centric Service 
our city deserves and expects,” he said.

“And, as my third priority, I will continue working with 
our members and residents, community organizations, 
government agencies and our partners in law enforcement 
to ensure that every resident in every neighbourhood is 
safe and thriving,” Mr. Demkiw said.

Mr. Demkiw thanked members of the Toronto communi-
ty for their support and thanked his late parents for his 
upbringing and for teaching him about his Ukrainian roots 
and identity.

Ukrainian Canadian Myron Demkiw, a 30-year veteran 
of the Toronto Police Services, was sworn in as the chief 
of police in Toronto during a ceremony on December 19, 

2022.

Toronto Police Service 

Many Ukrainians have decided to celebrate Christmas according to the Gregorian calendar

(Continued on page 13)
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Moscow’s war on Ukraine triggers ‘soul-searching’ at Western universities as scholars rethink Russian studies

A test of endurance: Europe faces a chilling couple of years, but Russia stands to lose the energy showdown

by Todd Prince
RFE/RL

When more than 2,000 Slavic, East 
European and Eurasian studies specialists 
from around the world gather in 
Philadelphia later this year for their largest 
annual conference, Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine will dominate the discussion – or 
loom large over the proceedings, at the 
very least.

In Ukraine, Moscow’s unprovoked war 
has killed tens of thousands of people and 
laid cities and towns to waste. At universi-
ties across the West, it has thrust Russia’s 
history of imperialism and colonialism to 
the forefront of Slavic and Eurasian aca-
demic discussion – from history and politi-
cal science to art and literature.

The war is forcing scholars, departments 
and university officials to question how 
they teach the history of Russia, the former 
Soviet Union and the region, what text-
books and sources they use, whom they 
hire, which archives they mine for informa-
tion, and even what departments should be 
named.

The Association for Slavic, East Euro-
pean and Eurasian Studies (ASEEES) has 
made “decolonization” – which it describes 
as “a profoundly political act of re-evaluat-
ing long-established and often internalized 
hierarchies, of relinquishing and taking 
back power” – the theme of its 2023 confer-
ence.

“Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine 
has led to widespread calls for the reassess-
ment and transformation of Russo-centric 
relationships of power and hierarchy both 
in the region and in how we study it,” the 

association says in a notice on the conven-
tion.

“The war is really an earth-moving event 
and academia – as part of that world – has 
been shaken,” Edward Schatz, the director 
of the Center for European, Russian and 
Eurasian Studies (CERES) at the University 
of Toronto, told RFE/RL. “I feel like it is 
impossible to do things the way we have 
done it all along. Something has to change. 
The question is how much changes and 
along what dimensions.”

Mr. Schatz says the CERES faculty will 
hold a two-day meeting in January to dis-
cuss a host of issues including the curricu-
lum and whether to change the center’s 
name. Some faculty have questioned why 
an institution covering a region that spans 
two continents and reaches from the 
Atlantic to the Pacific should have only one 
country – Russia – in its name.

In Britain, meanwhile, the University of 
Cambridge is holding a series of lectures 
under the banner “Rethinking Slavonic 
Studies.” Among other examples, scholars 
in North America are working on a book of 
essays that will focus on “decolonizing 
Eastern European and Eurasian art and 
material culture.”

Trauma ‘overlooked’

Many scholars say the Russian state 
receives too much focus in academia at the 
expense of the colonized nations, regions 
and groups, including Ukraine, the 
Caucasus and Central Asia, as well as ethnic 
minority communities in Russia itself. The 
view from St. Petersburg and Moscow – the 
capitals of Russia since the tsarist era and 
of the Soviet Union – dominates.

Proponents of decolonization or “decen-
tering” are calling for a greater inclusion of 
voices from those nations and regions in 
the curriculum of Russian, Soviet and 
Eurasian history, literature, culture, politi-
cal science and economics.

Oxana Shevel, a professor of political sci-
ence at Tufts University in Massachusetts 
and president of the American Association 
for Ukrainian Studies, says many scholars 
of the region feel that academia has “over-
looked to a large extent” the trauma caused 
by Russian imperialism and colonialism.

The focus, instead, tends to be on the 
Moscow-centric view that the Russian and 
Soviet states brought “modernization, edu-
cation and industrialization” to those com-
munities.

“Scholars who study non-Russian 
regions of the former Soviet space are basi-
cally speaking with one voice for the need 
to decolonize Soviet and post-Soviet stud-
ies,” Ms. Shevel told RFE/RL.

That voice is not being heard – or heed-
ed – by everyone in the field. Scholars call-
ing for change say they are facing resis-
tance from some academics whose primary 
focus is Russia.

The potential impact of the shift that has 
begun goes beyond the need to rewrite lec-
tures and incorporate new material. It 
could also affect current and future 
research projects and reach back in time, as 
well, leading to greater scrutiny of past 
works.

‘Misjudged and misunderstood’

Decolonization “is not a very comfort-
able conversation for most of my col-
leagues, but I think it is an unavoidable one 

given the circumstances,” Valentina 
Izmirlieva, the director of Columbia 
University’s Harriman Institute for Russian, 
Eurasian and Eastern European Studies, 
told RFE/RL.

“This is still a developing situation and it 
is difficult to know how things will change a 
year from now,” Ms. Izmirlieva said.

Erica Marat, a professor of political sci-
ence at the National Defense University in 
Washington and a Central Asia expert, says 
the push by scholars of Ukraine to chal-
lenge the status quo in academia has 
inspired those studying other regions ruled 
by Moscow. “The war in Ukraine and just 
how Ukrainian scholars are speaking out is 
really opening up a lot of space for the rest 
of us,” she told RFE/RL.

Vitaly Chernetsky, a Ukrainian-born pro-
fessor of Slavic and Eurasian languages and 
literatures at the University of Kansas, says 
that the works of experts from non-Russian 
regions and communities are not taken 
seriously enough by peers, a view shared 
by Ms. Marat and others.

Ukraine has been “misjudged and mis-
understood” in the West in part because 
scholars of Russia dominate the discussion, 
Mr. Chernetsky said.

As a case in point, he says one reason 
many in the field expected Kyiv to fall 
quickly following the Russian invasion in 
February was that they bought into the nar-
rative that Ukraine was a “divided” nation 
with a weak sense of national identity.

Universities rarely offer courses in the 
history or culture of Ukraine, Europe’s larg-
est country by size and its seventh-largest 

by Todd Prince
RFE/RL

In the European Union this winter, fears 
of rolling blackouts triggered by Russian 
energy export cuts amid Moscow’s war in 
Ukraine have subsided thanks to good luck, 
good weather and quick action.

A warm start to the heating season in 
October and November enabled the E.U. to 
slash natural gas consumption and store 
more fuel for the winter months. 
Meanwhile, slumping Chinese demand due 
to COVID-19 lockdowns allowed liquefied 
natural gas (LNG) tankers bound for Asia to 
be rerouted to the bloc.

E.U. officials also played a role, encourag-
ing countries to cut consumption, improve 
efficiency and boost alternative energy sup-
plies to help offset the drop in supply.

But luck can run both ways. A reversal of 
this year’s fortunes, combined with further 
natural gas export cuts by Russia, could 
leave Europe with insufficient energy sup-
plies and skyrocketing prices next winter, 
analysts say.

“If pipeline imports to the European 
Union from Russia drop to zero in 2023 
and Chinese LNG demand rebounds to 
2021 levels, then the European Union faces 
a serious supply-demand gap opening up in 
2023,” the International Energy Agency 
(IEA) said in a December 12 report.

“In the short run, Europe is in a difficult 
predicament,” Agathe Demarais, the global 
forecasting director at the Economist 
Intelligence Unit, wrote in Politico in 
November, adding that the situation could 
worsen next winter.

“But in the long run, Russia simply can’t 
win this energy war,” she wrote.

The IEA estimated that the E.U. gas defi-
cit in 2023 could be as high as 57 billion 
cubic meters (bcm), or nearly 15 percent of 
its forecast demand, though it said mea-
sures currently being implemented – such 
as new solar and wind projects – should cut 
the shortfall to 27 bcm.

The E.U. could cover the remaining gap if 
it immediately invests an additional 100 
billion euros ($107 billion) to expand alter-
native energy projects and boost energy 
efficiency, the IEA estimated.

Natural gas is largely used to heat homes 
and buildings, fuel power plants and run 
industrial processes, such as the produc-
tion of fertilizers. A shortfall would lead to 
high and volatile energy prices in the E.U., 
triggering industrial and household 
demand destruction and energy rationing.

Some nations have already put contin-
gency plans in place should a crisis arise.

Much depends on what the Kremlin 
does – or doesn’t do.

From 60 to zero

Russia had been the largest supplier of 
natural gas to the European Union, 
accounting for nearly 40 percent of the 
bloc’s demand in 2021, giving Moscow 
enormous leverage over the E.U.’s energy 
sector.

And it was quick to use that power after 
unleashing its massive invasion of Ukraine 
in February, seeking to undermine Western 
unity and support for Kyiv by sharply cur-
tailing gas exports to the bloc and driving 
prices to record highs.

Russian natural gas exports to the E.U. 
via pipeline are forecast to fall to about 60 
bcm this year compared with 140 bcm last 
year and nearly 200 bcm in the pre-COV-

ID-19 year of 2019.
Despite the worst relations in decades 

between Moscow and the West, Russia is 
still supplying the E.U. with gas via pipe-
lines that run through Ukraine and Turkey 
while also shipping LNG to the bloc.

But the Russian pipeline exports may be 
further curtailed or stopped altogether in 
2023, some experts fear, forcing Europe to 
hunt for gas in a world with limited options.

Russia is currently supplying about 25 
bcm on an annualized basis to the E.U., 
according to the IEA. About two-thirds of 
that comes via Ukraine, where fierce fight-
ing continues.

“With the Ukrainian pipeline, I think 
there is a risk of either accidental damage 
or intentional damage,” Nadia Kazakova, an 
analyst at Renaissance Energy Advisors in 
London, told RFE/RL.

She said Russian exports via Turkey 
should continue unless the Kremlin deter-
mines that a complete shutdown of pipe-
line gas to the E.U. is politically and militari-
ly expedient.

“They will keep pumping until they go 
all-out in Ukraine,” she said.

Chris Weafer, a Russia energy expert at 
the Moscow-based Macro Advisory, said he 
doesn’t expect Russia to cut gas volumes to 
Europe any further because it needs the 
cash and can’t sell the pipeline gas to other 
markets due to a lack of infrastructure.

Russia earned bumper export revenues 
during 2022 as commodity prices surged 
but the money has largely gone toward 
financing the war, now in its 11th month 
with no end in sight.

And the outlook for Moscow’s export 
revenue in 2023 looks substantially worse. 
Oil, Russia’s main export commodity, has 

already tumbled from a high of $130 
reached in March to just above $80, near a 
one-year low.

Russia is selling its oil at a sharp dis-
count to market price due to Western sanc-
tions.

Game of chicken?

Exports of oil and refined products made 
up about 34 percent of Russia’s federal 
budget revenue this year, with gas account-
ing for about 10 percent, according to Elina 
Ribakova, an economist at the Washington-
based Institute of International Finance.

Russia is expected to post back-to-back 
budget deficits in 2022 and 2023 of around 
2 percent, forcing the Kremlin to tap its so-
called “rainy day” fund to cover the short-
fall.

Russia “will need at least current gas 
export volumes because it will need to try 
and keep the budget deficit as low as possi-
ble,” Mr. Weafer told RFE/RL.

But the reliance still cuts both ways, at 
least for now.

Europe and Russia “have managed to 
reduce gas dependency on the other this 
year but volumes are now down to critical 
levels,” Mr. Weafer said. “Neither can afford 
for gas volumes from Russia to Europe to 
drop any further in 2023, and probably also 
2024.”

The E.U. actually imported more Russian 
LNG in 2022 than the previous year as it 
struggled to find alternatives to Russian 
pipeline gas.

“LNG from Russia is politically more 
acceptable to Europe. ... It allows Brussels 
to say it has options and [is] not stuck with 

(Continued on page 9)

(Continued on page 9)



5THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, JANUARY 8, 2023No. 2

Shevchenko Scientific Society of Canada holds annual conference

‘A terrible club to be in’: Russia, Iran and the bloc of sanctioned nations

by Ulana Plawuszczak Pidzamecky

TORONTO – The Shevchenko Scientific Society (NTSh) 
of Canada held its annual academic conference virtually on 
December 10, 2022. Participants presented new research 
and discussed recent academic publications, new direc-
tions for academic research and offered new, creative ideas 
for the organization’s future.

Board member and director of conferences Uliana 
Pasicznyk was the chairperson of the 2022 “Member 
Scholars of the Shevchenko Scientific Society of Canada” 
annual conference.

The conference was opened by Dr. Marta Dyczok, presi-
dent of the Shevchenko Scientific Society of Canada, who 
also expressed thanks on behalf of the organization to all 
participants and the audience.

Dr. Oleksandr Averbuch, a native of Novoaidar in 
Luhansk Oblast, Ukraine, discussed his work as a literary 
historian, poet and translator.

The author of three books of poetry and an array of lit-
erary translations between Hebrew, Ukrainian, English and 
Russian, his poetry deals with the issues of ethnic fragmen-
tation and in-betweenness, multiple identities, queerness, 
cross- and multilingualism, documentalist writing and 
memory. Since 2022, Dr. Averbuch has been an Izaak 
Walton Killam Memorial Postdoctoral Fellow and lecturer 
at the University of Alberta. 

Using a specially designed questionnaire, Dr. Averbuch 
conducted and continues to conduct research with poets, 
writers and translators about their use of the Ukrainian 
language before and after the Russian invasion of Ukraine 
on February 24, 2022.

Daria Glazkova, another conference presenter who 
earned a master’s degree in European and Russian affairs 
and Slavic studies from the University of Toronto, said that 
her research is focused on changes in the urban landscape 
of Odesa in the years after the Revolution of Dignity.

She discussed decommunization initiatives in Ukraine, in 
particular after the current Russian invasion of Ukraine. She 
talked about how a new cosmopolitan narrative of Odesa 
might be implemented through attempts to distance the city 
from its Russian past and develop its distinctive national 
identity. The presentation considered the controversial issue 
of toponymic changes, their historical and political roots and 
the key role of public involvement in the issue.

Katharina Davoudian, who completed her bachelor’s 
degree in chemistry at the University of Toronto, provided 
examples of computational modeling and visualization that 
she and her team have been developing to investigate the 
defining biomarkers of ovarian cancer and their interac-
tions with specific protein complexes. She described her 
findings so far and how the observed changes in the behav-
iour of biomarkers in relation to protein complexes 
increase our understanding of this cancer and, more spe-
cifically, the hope for early detection of the disease and 
improved survival rates.

Ms. Davoudian previously had the opportunity to be an 
Undergraduate Student Research Award student of the 
Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council of 
Canada. During her studies, she became interested in bio-
sensors and chemical sensors and realized that she wanted 
to do further research in the field. In September 2021, Ms. 

Davoudian began work for a doctoral degree in analytical 
chemistry at the University of Toronto (She is also an 
established artist and writer who examines the topics of 
feminism, sustainability, art, writing, science and more).

Kalyna Somchynsky, an independent researcher and art 
historian living in Edmonton, discussed the foundations of 
her current research, including “The First Wreath,” the first 
feminist almanac by Nataliya Kobrynska and Olena Pchilka 
published in 1887 in Lviv, Ukraine. This publication was the 
first in Galicia and in Ukraine to present the women’s ques-
tion as a problem to be considered from various aspects.

Ms. Somchynsky noted the significance of “The Second 
Wreath,” which took place in Edmonton in 1985 and 
marked the 100th anniversary of the Ukrainian women’s 
movement.

by Michael Scollon
RFE/RL

As Russia and Iran have come under increasingly 
restrictive international economic sanctions, the two coun-
tries have turned to each other and similarly sanctioned 
states in a bid to develop trade that can circumvent the 
punitive measures.

Largely cut off from international banking systems, 
export markets and foreign resources and technologies, 
they have strengthened their own trade relations while 
building economic ties with pariah states such as North 
Korea and Belarus, and others such as Venezuela and 
Burma that have been sanctioned by the United States and 
the European Union for human rights and other abuses.

But while such states might be willing to deal in a 
shared effort to counter the West, long-standing rivalries, 
logistical difficulties and similarity of products greatly limit 
the effectiveness of any sort of bloc of the sanctioned, 
experts say.

“They’re geographically spread out. They don’t have 
things that they want to buy and sell from each other. And 
they don’t like each other,” said Peter Piatetsky, a former U.S. 
Treasury Department official who is now the CEO of the 
consultancy firm Castellum.AI. “It’s a terrible club to be in.”

Sanctions upon sanctions

Russia and Iran entered the year as the two most sanc-
tioned countries in the world, and attempts to hold them to 
account for their internationally condemned actions in 
2022 only compounded their problems.

Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine in February set the 
table for a raft of new sanctions targeting the country’s 
lucrative energy sector. Many Russian banks were also cut 
off from the world’s dominant financial transaction network, 
SWIFT, greatly inhibiting Moscow’s ability to conduct trade.

Iran, another major energy exporter, had hoped that 
existing sanctions over its controversial nuclear pro-
gram would be dropped in negotiations to revive its 
stalled nuclear deal with global powers. Instead, the 
United States and the European Union imposed new 
sanctions on Tehran over its support for Russia’s war in 
Ukraine and its crackdown on antiestablishment pro-
tests at home.

Even before the war in Ukraine began, Tehran and 
Moscow were envisioning the benefits of working out 
trade deals in an effort to circumvent sanctions.

“Both Iran and Russia are targeted by sanctions, and 
they can take advantage of this opportunity,” Iran’s Oil 
Ministry tweeted in January 2022 as officials met in 
Moscow to iron out areas of increased economic coopera-
tion, including in the manufacturing and energy sectors.

While hosting a Russian delegation in Tehran in 
November, Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi pledged to 
upgrade relations with Moscow to a “strategic” level, 
something he said is “the most decisive response to the 
policy of sanctions and destabilization of the United 
States and its allies.”

Others enter the ring

Other countries interested in challenging the West 
attracted attention from Moscow and Tehran, as well.

Belarus, itself under sanctions for its support of Russia’s 
war effort and its own crackdown on anti-government pro-
tests in 2020-2021, saw the potential of inking fresh agree-
ments this year with Moscow and Tehran that boosted 
trade with both.

Venezuela, which in the wake of its crackdown on pro-
tests in 2014 has been under U.S. and E.U. sanctions, struck 
a 20-year cooperation agreement with Tehran this year.

According to Benjamin Tsai, a former U.S. government 
intelligence officer who is now a senior associate with the 

risk intelligence firm TD International, in addition to 
Belarus and Venezuela, North Korea, Syria and Burma (also 
known as Myanmar), “all play a role in trading with Russia 
or Iran.”

China, he said in written comments, “benefits from 
Russian and Iranian energy imports,” but is “playing a deli-
cate balancing game of supporting Russia and Iran diplo-
matically and ideologically while not violating sanctions.” 
This is because, Mr. Tsai said, China “cannot afford to be cut 
off from the West.”

Ironically, Russia’s lowering of prices to boost exports to 
China was seen as harming Iran’s own efforts to sell its oil.

China and Russia did throw a bone to Iran in September 
when the two countries, which lead the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization (SCO), formally agreed to make 
Iran a permanent member, paving the way for increased 
trade.

E-trade and de-dollarization

Sanctioned states, hindered by obstacles to internation-
al shipping and financial services, employ a number of dif-
ferent methods to conduct trade among themselves.

“They can engage in barter or trade that is not denomi-
nated in U.S. dollars,” wrote Mr. Tsai. “For example, Western 
sanctions have increased Russia’s use of the Chinese yuan 
to settle bilateral trade. Russian entities have also attempt-
ed to evade sanctions by using cryptocurrencies.”

Russia and Iran have long floated the idea of establish-
ing alternative currencies to avoid dollar-denominated 
trade.

Since it came under sanctions for its seizure of Ukraine’s 
Crimean Peninsula and backing of pro-Russia separatists in 
eastern Ukraine in 2014, Russia has attempted to expand 
the use of its own banking system to replace SWIFT.

The Shevchenko Scientific Society (NTSh) of Canada held its annual academic conference virtually on December 
10, 2022. Participants presented new research and discussed recent academic publications, new directions for aca-

demic research and offered new, creative ideas for the organization’s future.

Courtesy of Ulana Plawuszczak Pidzamecky

(Continued on page 12)

(Continued on page 12)



No. 2THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, JANUARY 8, 20236

(Continued on page 7)

Russian President Vladimir Putin announced on January 5 that he had ordered 
Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu to implement a “cease-fire along the entire 
line of combat of the parties in Ukraine.” Russian media reported that the proposed 
cease-fire would last 36 hours, beginning at 12 p.m. on January 6 and it would run 
until midnight on January 7. In a truly remarkable show of hypocrisy, Putin said 
Ukraine should “declare a cease-fire and give Orthodox Christians the opportunity to 
attend services on Christmas Eve, as well as on Christmas Day.” He said it earnestly, 
even though he commands a military that relentlessly bombed civilian targets 
throughout Ukraine during Christmas and New Year’s celebrations.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy of course saw clearly through Putin’s 
machinations. On the same day Putin made his announcement, Mr. Zelenskyy said 
Russia wanted to use the holiday “as a cover” to buy time so that Russian positions in 
the Donbas region could be resupplied with more ammunition, equipment and new-
ly-mobilized troops.

“Everyone in the world knows how the Kremlin uses a lull in the war to continue 
the war with new strength,” Mr. Zelenskyy said in a video message. Even Mr. 
Zelenskyy senior advisor, Mykhaylo Podolyak, took to Twitter to call the cease-fire 
total “hypocrisy.” There could only be a “temporary truce,” he said, if Russia with-
draws its army from Ukrainian territory. In a separate statement, Mr. Podolyak called 
Putin’s proposal a “purely a propaganda gesture.” He added that it was “a banal trick. 
There is not the slightest desire to end the war in this.”

“Moreover, let me remind you that only Russia attacks civilian objects with mis-
siles/drones, including places of religious rites, and does this precisely on Christmas 
holidays,” Mr. Podolyak said.

We were pleased to hear that many of Ukraine’s biggest allies also saw through 
Putin’s ploy. By proposing the cease-fire, Putin is “trying to find some oxygen,” said U.S. 
President Joe Biden. German Foreign Affairs Minister Annalena Baerbock also 
slammed the proposal on Twitter, saying that it “brings neither freedom nor security 
to people living in daily fear under Russian occupation.” And British Foreign Affairs 
Secretary James Cleverly said it would “do nothing to advance the prospects for peace” 
in Ukraine.  Writing more on Twitter, Mr. Cleverly added that, “Russia must perma-
nently withdraw its forces, relinquish its illegal control of Ukrainian territory and end 
its barbaric attacks against innocent civilians.” Brig. Gen. Patrick Ryder, a Pentagon 
spokesman, said there was “significant skepticism” in the U.S. and around the world 
regarding Putin’s proposed cease-fire given the Kremlin’s “long track record of propa-
ganda, disinformation and its relentless attacks against Ukrainian cities and civilians.”

While Ukrainians around the world certainly want to see peace in Ukraine, partic-
ularly so during Christmas and New Year’s celebrations that occur throughout much 
of January, there can be no peace in the country until the people of Ukraine get what 
they have asked for since Russia first invaded the country more than nine years ago: 
the restoration of their territorial integrity to the borders as they existed before 
2014 and the removal of all Russian soldiers from their land. Then, and only then, 
can Putin even begin to think about a cease-fire. Until then, the Armed Forces of 
Ukraine will continue to relentlessly rain hell down on Russian occupation forces 
that have ravaged, tortured, raped and defiled innocent Ukrainian citizens.

The Ukrainian Weekly

Thirty-five years ago, on January 12, 1988, Nadia Svitlychna, 
a former political prisoner of the Soviet Union, spoke at the Day 
of Solidarity with Ukrainian Political Prisoners commemora-
tion in Philadelphia. Svitlychna headed the External 
Representation of the Ukrainian Helsinki Group, and she was 
imprisoned by the Soviets for her participation in the writing of 

samvydav (self-published) texts.
Svitlychna reiterated the words of Vyacheslav Chronovil, also a political prisoner who in 

1972 on the Day of Solidarity, wrote, “A heavy duty is being levied against our people who 
not only pay with our natural resources and exhausting labor but with our Ukrainian 
patriots – people of thought, ideas and action – the heaviest duty of all. … Today, on the 
Day of the Ukrainian Political Prisoner, I protest against the policy of resolving the national 
question by means of barbed wire and spiritual murder.”

Chornovil, Svitlychna said, was one of the first in Ukraine to respond to the Soviet policy 
of glasnost with the revival of The Ukrainian Herald – the first independent publication in 
Soviet Ukraine. The KGB, she added, remained the main controller of independent public 
thought in the Soviet Union. Chornovil and the entire editorial board of The Ukrainian 
Herald, including Pavlo Skochok, Mykhailo Horyn and Vasyl Barladianu, also faced intimi-
dation and threats of imprisonment for their work. The Herald served as the official publi-
cation of the Ukrainian Helsinki Group.

As an example of how Soviet tactics did not reflect its policies of glasnost, she cited the 
Soviet harassment of individuals who were attempting to participate in a human rights 
seminar in Moscow in December 1987.

“This unlawful act of using blackmail and intimidation in Ukraine by the representa-
tives of the Soviet government prevented the Ukrainian delegates from coordinating the 
‘nationalities problems’ section of the Press Club Glasnost seminar in Moscow. Lacking in 
principle and attesting to the superficiality of the so-called changes in attitude by the 
Soviet government toward human rights manifests itself in the fact that political prisoners 
continue to serve time in prisons and labor camps on the catch-all charge of ‘anti-Soviet 
agitation and propaganda,’” she said, noting the continued use of a special-regimen labor 
camp in the Urals.

Camp 36, which garnered public outcry for the horrible conditions at the facility, was 
renamed in a Soviet sleight-of-hand move to Camp 35. The prisoners continued to be 

Jan.
12
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Turning the pages back...

by Paul Goble
Eurasia Daily Monitor

Russian officials and international media 
have given prominent coverage to 
Moscow’s plans for a transcontinental 
trade corridor southward to Iran via the 
Caucasus. These efforts aim to end-run 
Western sanctions and expand Russian 
trade in the Indian Ocean basin and 
beyond. But Russian experts concede that 
the opening of such a route is months or 
even years away, with some suggesting that 
it may never be completed (RT, December 
26, 2022). As a result, Moscow and Tehran 
are increasingly turning to other routes, 
including the expansion of shipping on the 
Caspian Sea and the use of existing rail-
roads in Central Asia. While this shift 
changes the status quo, it does nothing to 
lessen the geopolitical competition opened 
by the latest Russian-Iranian move.

While many might be inclined to see 
instability in the Caucasus as the primary 
cause for this shift, Russian experts, such as 
Georgy Vlastopulo of the Optimal Logistics 
Company, say that the immediate bottle-
neck lies in northern Iran’s topography. The 
mountainous terrain explains why the rail 
line has not been built there before. 
Opening it would require the construction 
of numerous new tunnels and bridges, fol-
lowed by the electrification of feeder and 
main lines (Bfm.ru, December 24, 2022). 
According to Mr. Vlastopulo, some 164 kilo-
meters of track need to be laid through 
some of the most mountainous regions, 
and electrical networks must be expanded 
on more than 494 kilometers of line. The 
Russian expert mentioned that Moscow 
has promised to invest $1.2 billion into 
these projects, but it is “an open question” 
as to when the work will be completed. In 
any case, it will not be soon enough to 
break the West’s sanctions regime. Another 
Russian logistics specialist, Sergey 
Khestanov of Moscow’s Open Investments 
Company, added that it is far from clear 
whether the potential value of trade along 
such a line would justify its completion.

Nevertheless, since the opening of a new 
route southward is quite crucial in 
President Vladimir Putin’s thinking, 
Russian officials are now focusing their 
attention on two alternatives that avoid 
some but not all of the problems with the 
Caucasus route – namely, the development 
of shipping on the Caspian Sea between 
Russian ports on the north coast and 
Iranian ones on the south, as well as the 
use of existing rail lines in Kazakhstan, 
Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan to connect 
the national rail systems of Russia and Iran 
(For a map of these lines showing the latter 
two as already in existence and the 
Caucasus route as designated with a dotted 
one, see Casp-geo.ru, December 29, 2022).

At the end of November 2022, Moscow 
and Tehran announced plans to open trade 
on the Caspian Sea between Astrakhan in 
Russia and Bandar-e Anzali in Iran. The 
two sides have further agreed that Russia 
will be allowed to transfer 12 million tons 
of cargo from ships to rail lines across Iran 
each year, equal to approximately 3,000 
trainloads. In this way, the Caspian will 
become for Moscow a trade window to the 
world. The two countries had earlier 
agreed to expand trade via Kazakhstan and 
Turkmenistan but now prefer the sea route 
due to fewer political and security issues as 
well as Iran becoming a member of the 

Shanghai Cooperation Organization 
(Realtribune.ru, November 30, 2022).

Moreover, Russian analysts say, this new 
Caspian route gives Russia an alternative to 
complete dependence on China and sends a 
message to the countries of Central Asia 
and the South Caucasus that the north-
south trade route Russia has long wanted 
can become more useful for them, too. 
Additionally, this new Caspian route is 
especially critical as “a natural counter-
weight” to Turkey’s presence and “Turkish 
ambitions” in both regions. In truth, it chal-
lenges the networks Ankara and the West 
have set up to undermine or even exclude 
Russian influence (TASS, December 18, 
2022; Vpoanalytics.com, December 29, 
2022; Ru.irna.ir, January 1).

However, serious obstacles remain to the 
completion of the project, especially on the 
Russian side. Moscow lacks sufficient ship-
ping capacity to make it work and cannot 
build ships or buy them quickly enough to 
overcome this shortcoming, argues Mikhail 
Voytenko, a Russian journalist who special-
izes in maritime issues (Interaffairs.ru, July 
26, 2022). Moreover, the Russian ports at 
Astrakhan and Makhachkala are aging and 
incapable of handling any significant 
increase in trade. And perhaps most impor-
tant, Mr. Voytenko stressed, Russia has expe-
rienced serious problems in handling inter-
modal shipping – that is, moving cargo from 
trucks to trains to ships and then back again. 
Consequently, despite the current hype sur-
rounding the possibilities this route could 
open, the Caspian route, too, may not be in 
effective service anytime soon.

Due to these problems, the Russian gov-
ernment is now focusing on a third possi-
ble alternative: expanding the use of rail-
roads in Central Asia to link up with Iran’s 
rail network. Moscow is even considering 
the formation of a new “railroad alliance” 
among Russia, Kazakhstan and Turk-
menistan (Vpoanalytics.com, December 29, 
2022). The attractions of such a path are 
obvious: The amount of new investment 
needed to make the plan operational is far 
smaller than in the case of the other two 
routes already mentioned; these lines could 
carry Russian and Iranian cargo in both 
directions in expanded amounts in the near 
future; and they would help counter the 
expansion of Turkish influence in Central 
Asia, something both Moscow and Tehran 
would welcome. As a result, both Russian 
and Iranian commentators are enthusiastic 
about the prospects of this approach (Ru.
irna.ir, January 1; Casp-geo.ru, January 3).

But difficulties abound with this route as 
well. Not all Iranian lines are modernized, 
and the threat of instability is growing 
across Central Asia. Furthermore, the 
Central Asian states are continuing their 
efforts to distance themselves from Moscow 
due to Putin’s war against Ukraine (Ia-centr.
ru, January 4). Consequently, these coun-
tries are likely to resist some of Russia’s and 
Iran’s blandishments to appease their 
Western partners, which could delay the 
development of what may be Moscow’s last 
hope to end-run sanctions southward for 
the foreseeable future. At the very least, it 
sets the stage for intensified geopolitical 
competition among those Central Asian 
capitals involved in the negotiations.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org. 

Russia now forced to look east 
of Caucasus to reach Iran

Putin’s ploy for a temporary peace 
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Taras Kuzio, a professor of political sci-
ence at the National University of Kyiv-
Mohyla Academy, won the 2022 Peterson 
Literary Prize for nonfiction for his book 
“Russian Nationalism and the Russian-
Ukrainian War: Autocracy-Orthodoxy-
Nationality.” The following commentary has 
been adapted from Dr. Kuzio’s speech that 
was delivered at the Peterson Literary Fund 
in Toronto on December 1, 2022. 

by Taras Kuzio

I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank the Peterson Library Fund for invit-
ing me to this year’s award ceremony and 
for including me on the short list of six 
books.

Over four decades ago, I published my 
first academic article, “The Russian Idea: 
Fact and Fiction,” in the little-known 
British-based journal The Ukrainian 
Review published by the Association of 
Ukrainians in Britain. The article dealt with 
Russian imperialist and chauvinistic atti-
tudes to Ukraine, a subject area that I had 
been told a lot about by my nationalist 
father and about which I had become inter-
ested in as an undergraduate at university.

Around the same time, I purchased two 
old books from 1920 by Prince Alexande 
Wolkonsky and 1940 by Prince Serge 
Obolensky, two White Russian emigres, 
from an antiquarian bookshop. The former, 
“The Ukraine Question: The Historic Truth 
Versus the Separatist Propaganda,” and the 
latter, “The Ukraine: A Russian Land,” were 
typical of White Russian emigres in deny-
ing the existence of Ukraine and Ukrainians.

I then proceeded to forget about the arti-
cle and the two books came to inhabit my 
growing library. The 1980s and 1990s were 
optimistic times for both Ukrainian rela-
tions with Poles and for post-Soviet 
Russian liberalism. The Solidarity move-
ment came to power in Poland, the USSR 
was defeated in Afghanistan and the Soviet 
empire disintegrated. Although unsteady 
on his feet, Boris Yeltsin took power in 
Russia and ushered in a democratic Russia. 

These changes made me and many oth-
ers optimistic that times had changed. They 
confirmed our views that the nationalism 
espoused by our father’s generation, which 
we had grown up with in the Ukrainian 
community by way of the Ukrainian Youth 
Association (known by its Ukrainian acro-
nym CYM) and which we experienced dur-
ing demonstrations and hunger strikes out-
side the Soviet Embassy in London, was 
outdated. After entering university, we 
became even more rebellious and con-
vinced that, although our parent’s national-
ism had been the appropriate response to 
Polish, Soviet Russian and Nazi invaders, 
we were now living in a different world.

Our arrogant attempts at convincing our 
parents they were wrong clashed with 
their deeply held views not to trust 
Russians and remained a constant source 
of friction. We chuckled at how, when our 
fathers and in-laws got to together, all they 
could talk about was ‘Moskali’ (Muscovi-
tes/Russians). Our claims that times had 
changed were rebuffed with “just wait, you 
shall see!”

Things began to change after Vladimir 
Putin took power in 2000. Our suspicions 
were raised because many of us remem-
bered the Soviet KGB as being particularly 
brutal toward Ukrainian dissidents right 
through to the mid 1980s. The KGB, succes-
sor to Joseph Stalin’s NKVD, was a Russian 

imperial nationalist and chauvinist organ-
isation.

In the 2000s, I began picking up signals 
that Russia was changing for the worse. I 
was caught in the middle between our par-
ents continuing to stand firm in their atti-
tudes about imperial nationalism being 
ingrained in Russians and the bulk of 
Russianists in the academic world who 
played down or outright denied the exis-
tence of nationalism in Russia.

From the mid 2000s, White Russian emi-
gres such as Wolkonsky and Obolensky 
were being rehabilitated in Russia. The pro-
cess was led and overseen by Putin himself. 
The remains of White Russian émigré writ-
ers and generals were being reburied in 
Russia. Their books were being reprinted in 
high print runs and distributed within the 
army, intelligence services, schools, universi-
ties, media, and central political and regional 
elites. White Russian émigré works influ-
enced the daily dehumanisation of Ukraine 
and Ukrainians in the Russian media.

I searched for my old copy of The 
Ukrainian Review article I had forgotten 
about, and the two White Russian books. I 
realised that I had written about this back 
in 1981 but had then put the topic aside 
believing a new era had dawned. It increas-
ingly seemed that I, and many others, had 
been very wrong and our parents national-
ist generation had been so right.

Our doubts about a new era dawning 
exploded into plain view in early 2014 
when Russia invaded and annexed Crimea 
and launched military invasions of eastern 
Ukraine. The smirk on my father’s face had 
now become a full smile. Being a diplomat, 
he didn’t say it, but I am sure he was dying 
to say to me “I told you so!” Eventually, I 
plucked up the courage to approach my 
father and say I am sorry, telling him he had 
been in fact right all along about Russia and 
Russians.

Looking to the academic community, I 
found far less willingness to accept that 
they had gotten it wrong about the lack of 
nationalism in Putin’s Russia. Many 
Western historians of Russia supported the 
annexation of Crimea, believing the penin-
sula had “always been” Russian. Mean-
while, some Western political scientists 
blamed the North Atlantic Treaty Organiza-
tion (NATO) and the U.S. for the 2014 crisis 
and spread the Kremlin’s disinformation 
about “nationalist” Euromaidan revolution-
aries coming to power and launching a 
“civil war” against Russian speakers.  

This terrible analysis only got worse fol-
lowing the adoption of decommunization 
laws in the spring of 2015, which were con-
demned in an open letter written by David 
Marples and signed by 70 mainly Western 
academics, nearly all of whom had never 
read the four quite complicated laws. Over 
three years, Anna Oliynyk and I persisted 
with the editor to publish in the academic 
journal Europe-Asia Studies a detailed 
analysis of decommunization in Ukraine 
which showed how the open letter’s criti-
cism had all been misplaced.

The onset of the COVID-19 pandemic in 
spring 2020 closed off opportunities for 
travel and pretty much anything else. I set 
as my tasks to write a book about how 
Western Russianists had been wrong about 
Russia and had not changed their 
approaches either after the USSR had disin-
tegrated in 1991 or even in response to the 
2014 crisis. Published in 2020, “Crisis in 

The Ukrainian nationalist diaspora 
has always been right about Russia

 COMMENTARY

assigned a slave laborers’ working quota, as 
well as suffering cold and hunger while 
imprisoned.

Svitlychna highlighted that 12 Ukrainians 
– among them Mykola Horbal, Vitaliy Kaly-
nychenko, Ivan Kandyba, Vasyl Ovsienko, 
Yevhen Polishchuk, Hryhoriy Prykhodko, 
Petro Ruban and Ivan Sokulsky – were 

known to be among the political prisoners 
held at Camp 35, where prisoners like Vasyl 
Stus died. She also reminded her audience 
of the Soviet use of psychological tactics for 
torture, as well as the exile of individuals, 
within or beyond the borders of the Soviet 
Union.

Source: “For the Record: Nadia Svitly-
chna’s remarks on Day of Solidarity,” by 
Nadia Svitlychna, The Ukrainian Weekly, 
January 24, 1988.

(Continued from page 6)

Turning...

(Continued on page 15)

by Lubomyr Luciuk

It was masterful. Presented before 
Congress and not in President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy’s mother tongue, it was deliv-
ered after he first made a perilous front-
line visit to the defenders of the besieged 
Ukrainian city of Bakhmut and it was fol-
lowed by a trans-Atlantic flight. In 
Washington, Ukraine’s Moses then gave his 
sermon on the Capital mount. His speech 
will go down in history, recalled less for its 
eloquence than for what it invoked, as Mr. 
Zelenskyy channeled the spirit of Winston 
Churchill, another wartime leader who 
came-a-calling in December 1941 asking 
for America’s support for embattled Britain 
against the Nazis. In the very same spot, 81 
years later, Mr. Zelenskyy urged the United 
States to do the same for Ukraine, only this 
time against a revanchist Russian fascism.

Overall, Mr. Zelenskyy’s message was 
one of deep gratitude. Several times he 
emphasized how his people have thanked 
America for standing with Ukraine against 
Vladimir Putin’s imperial project and geno-
cidal agenda.

His timing was perfect. He arrived 
before Christmas with the perfect gift for 
the U.S. Congress: a battlefield flag from the 
eastern front. And he explicitly thanked all 
Americans – Democrats, Republicans and 
Independents alike, ignoring the infantile 
members of Congress who made a point of 
not standing to applaud his words, 
although the majority in Congress did, and 
more than once. Untroubled, Mr. Zelenskyy 
instead reached out to the good people of 
America, underscoring their country’s fun-
damental role in sustaining Ukraine’s fight 
for freedom. As he did so, Mr. Zelenskyy 
reminded everyone that Ukraine did not 
start this war, that all Ukrainians want is to 
chart their country’s course without the 
interference of a bullying neighbor. They 
will fight until all the lands Russia stole 
after 2014 are recovered, including Crimea.

To liberate the occupied territories, Kyiv 
admitted that it needs more heavy weapons 
of the sort Washington and other allied coun-
tries, including Canada, have been providing. 
Ukraine’s president was also clear that 
Ukraine is not asking for American soldiers 
to fight beside Ukrainians to free his coun-
try. Ukrainians will do the job themselves. 
They will get it done sooner if they are 
amply supplied with Western military aid.

What does victory look like for Ukraine? 
Mr. Zelenskyy was clear. All of Ukraine’s 
territory must be recovered and all Russian 
troops along with their mercenaries and 
conscripted convicts must withdraw from 
Ukrainian lands. Until that happens, there 
is nothing to discuss with Putin. You do not 
reward a bully and should never appease a 
fascist. And Russia must pay Ukraine repa-
rations for the great harm Russian aggres-
sion has caused. This is not a maximalist or 
extreme position. It is refreshingly straight-
forward and quite principled.

The coming year will be decisive for 
Ukraine’s future and, quite probably, for 
Europe. Unless the world’s democracies 
defend our way of life and values, there will 
be no lasting peace or security, no prosperi-
ty or progress. And, as Mr. Zelenskyy made 
clear, the United States must lead the way 
simply because America is exceptional and 
remains the leader of the free world.

Every day Mr. Zelenskyy is guiding his 
people ever further from the domains of a 
Pharaonic Putin, journeying to the prom-
ised land, seeking to return Ukraine to its 
rightful place in Europe. Ukrainians are not 
there yet and hard times lie ahead. They still 
face a vicious enemy, abetted by naysayers 
and Ukrainophobes who have been planted 
throughout the West. But they will get there.

Most Canadians marked Christmas on 
December 25, as did many Ukrainians. 
Others, like me, whether in Ukraine or in 
North America, still celebrate traditionally 
according to the Julian calendar on January 
7. This year I will do so by candlelight, in 
solidarity with the many Ukrainians whose 
loved ones were murdered, whose cities 
have been shattered and devestated, who 
do not have the taken-for-granted comforts 
of electricity, water and heating in the dead 
of winter, their very lives threatened daily 
by the recurring plague of Russian missile 
salvoes. None of these horrors would ever 
have happened if the KGB man in the 
Kremlin had just pondered the opening 
words of the Ukrainian national anthem: 
“The glory and freedom of Ukraine have 
not yet perished.” Putin tried to kill Ukraine 
and failed. Soon he will reap what he has 
sowed. That would be the best Christmas 
present ever.

Lubomyr Luciuk is a professor of politi-
cal geography at the Royal Military 
College of Canada.

A Christmas present

“Nativity” by the artist Irenaeus Yur-
chuk

Courtesy of Irenaeus Yurchuk
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Ukraine’s military and pro-Kremlin military 
bloggers have said that around 400 soldiers 
died or were wounded in the artillery 
attack in the town of Makiyivka.

Hanna Malyar, deputy minister of 
defense of Ukraine, said significant Russian 
losses meant Moscow would likely have to 
announce a second partial mobilization in 
the first quarter of the year.

Russia’s current efforts are focused on 
capturing Lyman, Soledar, Bakhmut, 
Avdiyivka and Maryinka, Ms. Malyar said.

To increase the effectiveness of the use of 
troops, Russia “will continue to form addi-
tional assault units in the near future” and 
concentrate the main efforts on the capture 
of the communities, she wrote on Telegram.

According to the Defense Ministry’s 
Main Directorate of Intelligence, the 

Kremlin’s plans “remain unchanged – forc-
ing the leadership of our country to negoti-
ate by force,” Ms. Malyar said.

Ukraine received a pledge for military 
equipment on January 4 from French 
President Emmanuel Macron, who said 
France would send light AMX-10 RC 
armored combat vehicles to help Kyiv in its 
war against Russia.

Describing the vehicles as “light tanks,” 
an aide to Mr. Macron said the French presi-
dent, who spoke by phone with Mr. 
Zelenskyy, wants to increase aid to Ukraine, 
but it was not immediately clear how many 
of the vehicles would be dispatched or 
when they would be delivered.

Earlier on January 4, explosions were 
reported in the vicinity of Russia’s Belbek 
military airfield on Ukraine’s occupied 
Crimean Peninsula, while Moscow renewed 
its air attacks on Ukrainian civilian infra-
structure despite Kyiv’s successes downing 
Russian drones.

The Russia-installed head of the port city 
of Sevastopol, Mikhail Razvozhayev, 
claimed on Telegram that two drones had 
been shot down by Russian forces. RFE/RL 
could not confirm that report.

Belbek is home to the 38th fighter regi-
ment of the Russian Air Force. It was tar-
geted by a drone attack in August 2022. 
Since then, air defenses in Crimea have 
been activated regularly. The occupation 
head of the peninsula, Sergei Aksyonov, 
has said drone attacks are the “main 
threat” in the area.

The Ukrainian General Staff reported on 
January 4 that Russia launched dozens of 
air and missile strikes, many of which tar-
geted civilian infrastructure in Kramatorsk, 
Zaporizhia and Kherson.

The Ukrainian military reported on 

January 3 that it had shot down 84 Russian 
drones on December 31-January 1.

“We have never achieved such results,” 
Air Force spokesman Yuriy Ihnat said dur-
ing a telephone briefing. “We have shot 
down nearly 500 drones since September.”

Russia has carried out intense air strikes 
against Ukraine’s energy system since 
October, causing widespread blackouts and 
shortages of heating and water.

(With reporting by Reuters)

Copyright 2023, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/crimea--belbek-
airbase-explosions-ukraine-energy/322073 
36.html).

(Continued from page 1)

Top Ukrainian...

Explosions were reported in the vicinity of Russia’s Belbek military airfield on 
Ukraine’s occupied Crimean Peninsula early on January 4.

RFE/RL

A map shows the location of Ukrainian and Russian forces in Ukraine as of January 5.

RFE/RL
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Russian risk. The reality is not so clear,” Mr. 
Weafer said.

The E.U. largely covered the Russian gas 
shortfall of 80 bcm by importing more LNG 
from the United States and Middle East, 
switching to coal and enhancing energy 
conservation.

However, surging energy prices did 
cause about 10 bcm of industrial demand 
destruction, the IEA said.

LNG competition with China

To offset the drop in Russian pipeline 
gas, the E.U. imported about 50 bcm more 
of LNG in 2022. That would have been a lot 
harder to do had China not locked down its 
economy to combat COVID-19.

China more than tripled its purchases of 
LNG from 2016 to 2021, making it the 
world’s largest importer of fuel last year. It 
had been forecast to import even more in 
2022, but the lockdowns ended up slicing 
demand by 20 bcm, allowing LNG cargoes 
to be rerouted to the E.U.

Europe may not be so lucky in 2023. 
China has eased its lockdowns and its 
demand for LNG could return to 2021 lev-
els, leading to competition with Europe for 
spot cargos, experts say.

“We could see Europe struggling to 
attract enough volumes of LNG to refill the 
storages ahead of next winter,” Carlos Diaz, 
an analyst at the Oslo-based Rystad Energy, 
told RFE/RL.

To make matters worse, there will be lit-

tle growth in non-Russian pipeline or LNG 
supplies in 2023, Mr. Diaz said.

Norway, Azerbaijan and the countries of 
North Africa – key exporters of pipeline gas 
to the EU – are already operating at or near 
capacity, he said. And the United States and 
Qatar won’t launch major new LNG export 
projects for another two years.

The E.U. could offset some natural gas 
demand in 2023 with an increase in hydro-
power production, but hopes that nuclear 
power would also rebound may not materi-
alize, Mr. Diaz said.

E.U. consumption is heavily weather-
dependent, he said, so how tough things 
will be next winter also depends on how 
warm or cold the rest of the current win-
ter will be.

The E.U. had high storage levels of natu-
ral gas coming into December thanks to an 
unusually warm autumn, though a short-
lived cold snap later in the month did cut 
those reserves.

The lower the gas storage levels are 
come spring, the more fuel the E.U. will 
have to purchase in a supply-constrained 
market to prepare for the winter of 2023-
24, he said.

Should the rest of the winter season turn 
out to be normal, then the E.U. will exit the 
heating season with sufficient volumes in 
storage, “making it easier to refill to a com-
fortable level by the start of next winter,” he 
said. If it’s colder than normal, then the E.U. 
could still be in for a rocky ride.

“We still have three months of winter to 
go and storage levels have started to 
deplete at a fast rate, so it’s still not certain 
that this winter will be as comfortable as 

some have now come to expect,” Mr. Diaz 
said on December 20.

‘Gas suicide’

In any case, though, analysts say that, 
while the E.U. may suffer in the short-term 
from the reduction of energy supplies due 
to the Brussels-Moscow showdown over 
the invasion of Ukraine, Russia is set to lose 
in the long-term.

“Moscow’s blackmail has, once and for 
all, convinced E.U. countries that Moscow 
isn’t a reliable energy supplier,” Ms. 
Demarais wrote. As Europe steps up efforts 
to drop its dependence on Moscow, “it’s 
starting to look like, within three years or 
so, Europe won’t need Russian oil and gas 
anymore.”

It’s a momentous change that could 
hardly have been predicted before Putin 
launched the large-scale invasion of 
Ukraine on February 24, even after years of 
tension between Moscow and the West.

“Russia’s gas business in Europe … is 
now all but dead,” Thane Gustafson, a pro-
fessor at Georgetown University and 
author of several books on Russia’s energy 
industry, wrote in a December 12 blog post.

Russia has been exporting gas to Europe 
since the 1960s and the symbiotic relation-
ship survived both the depths of the Cold 
War, the breakup of the Soviet Union in 
1991 and Moscow’s rocky transition to a 
market economy.

By the 2000s, Russia’s position as the 
leading supplier of natural gas to Europe 
seemed assured for decades to come. Putin, 
who took power at the end of 1999, had 
agreed to invest more than $200 billion to 

develop new natural gas projects on Yamal 
Peninsula in the Far North for export to 
Europe.

To get the gas to market while avoiding 
transit through Ukraine, he ordered the 
construction of several new export pipe-
lines, including Nord Stream 1 and 2 to 
Germany and TurkStream to Turkey.

Those investments helped Russia gener-
ate annual European gas export revenues 
of more than $50 billion in recent years. 
With European domestic gas production 
falling, Russia looked set to continue to 
reap a windfall from gas exports to the 
E.U.

“European gas demand was projected to 
keep growing for at least another decade,” 
Mr. Gustafson wrote, but Putin’s decision to 
launch an invasion of Ukraine and his sub-
sequent cutoff of gas exports to Europe has 
“dashed” the E.U.’s trust in the Kremlin “for 
a generation.”

The war has accelerated Europe’s transi-
tion away from fossil fuels to cleaner alter-
natives with the result that, in five years’ 
time, Turkey will remain the “sole buyer” of 
Russian gas in Europe, he said.

“The final result is clear. … Putin has not 
simply committed gas suicide,” Mr. 
Gustafson wrote. “He has killed off the last 
half-century of entente along with it.”

Copyright 2023, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/russia-europe-
energy-showdown-gas-cold-ukraine-
war/32204068.html).

(Continued from page 4)

A test of endurance...

by population. A major reason has been a 
lack of student demand – which scholars 
say is a result of the entrenched focus on 
Russia, though the war has led to a spike in 
interest.

In the academic curriculum, Ukraine has 
been “part of a larger laundry list of 15 
post-Soviet countries or countries of 
Eastern Europe between Germany and 
Russia,” said Mr. Chernetsky, who became 
vice president of ASEEES on January 1.

The Ukrainian diaspora has played a 
major role in keeping Ukrainian studies 
going in the West, funding visiting profes-
sors and language classes at select universi-
ties, scholars told RFE/RL.

John Vsetecka, a 33-year-old graduate 
student who will defend his thesis on 
Ukrainian history next year, says it’s hard 
for scholars like himself studying former 
Soviet republics other than Russia to find 
faculty positions on the tenure track.

“Few ever move out of temporary jobs” 
as researchers or visiting professors, Mr. 
Vsetecka said. The result, he added, is a 
“brain drain” of regional expertise from 
academia.

Emigre influence

Scholars say studies of the Eurasian 
regions of Russia and Soviet studies in the 
United States has historically been taught 
from a Moscow-centric perspective because 
of the outsized influence of Russian-born 
scholars who helped found the field.

Clarence Manning, chairman of the 
Department of Slavic Studies at Columbia 
University and one of the few Ukraine 
experts of his time, made this argument in 
a 1957 scholarly article.

A dominant school of thought within U.S. 
academia held that “every person within 
the old Russian empire is a Russian,” he 
wrote. These scholars, described as “Russia 
Firsters,” repeated “old traditional formulas 
set out by Russian scholarship before the 

[1917] Revolution” and treated Russia and 
later the Soviet Union “as a single, unified 
country.”

The lack of attention to “non-Russian 
Slavic tongues and histories” was “unfortu-
nate, for it tended to give instruction in the 
major centers a Russian, if not Soviet, ori-
entation, a fact which would cause reper-
cussions in the following period.”

Sixty-five years later, those repercus-
sions continue to be felt.

Susan Smith-Peter, a professor of 
Russian history at the College of Staten 
Island in New York, says that the teachings 
of Vasily Klyuchevsky, an imperial-era 
scholar and one of the founders of modern 
Russian historiography, were essentially 
transplanted to the United States.

Mr. Klyuchevsky, who died in 1911, 
denied the existence of Ukraine as a people 
and a culture distinct from Russia, she says. 
His students in Moscow included Michael 
Karpovich, who would go on to teach gener-
ations of Russia scholars over three decades 
at Harvard University, from 1927 to 1957.

Kyiv, Rus and Russia

Mr. Karpovich “rejected the historio-
graphical legitimacy of a separate 
Ukrainian history,” Ms. Smith-Peter wrote 
in a blog post this month, adding that as a 
result the works of Ukrainian scholars 
“were often not integrated into the work of 
Russian historians.”

One key narrative passed on from impe-
rial-era historians by emigres, and still 
widely taught in the United States today, is 
that Russia is the direct and sole successor 
to Kievan Rus – also known as Kyivan Rus, 
from the city’s Ukrainian name – a state 
that reached the peak of its power a centu-
ry before Moscow was founded.

Putin, who has falsely claimed that 
Ukrainians and Russians are “one people” 
and has suggested in numerous historically 
inaccurate written and spoken remarks 
that Ukraine has no right to exist as a fully 
sovereign state, has used that vastly simpli-
fied notion of continuity in attempts to jus-
tify his war.

His skewed version of history appears to 
be at the center of what numerous analysts 
have said is Putin’s obsession with domi-
nating Ukraine.

The large-scale invasion has “led to a 
period of soul-searching within Russian 
studies” and is forcing scholars to reconsid-
er how they do things, Ms. Smith-Peter said.

She said she will “fundamentally change” 
how she teaches Russian and Soviet history 
to include the perspectives of colonized peo-
ple and question the simplified continuity 
between Kievan Rus and Russia.

She suggests that scholars of Russia, 
especially those doing work on the Soviet 
period, should learn Ukrainian in order to 
use Ukrainian archives.

‘People are dying over this’

Mark Steinberg, professor emeritus of 
Russian history at the University of Illinois 
at Urbana-Champaign and the co-author 
with the late Nicholas Riasanovsky of the 
widely used textbook “A History of Russia,” 
told RFE/RL that the current debate isn’t 
new.

Academia has been grappling with ques-
tions of Russian and Soviet imperialism 
and colonialism and how to teach it since 
the fall of communism in the late 1980s, Mr. 
Steinberg says. He says that the field has 
changed over the years, with universities 
now seeking scholars who specialize in the 
Russian Empire rather than the state and 

who know a second regional language 
besides Russian.

Nonetheless, Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine has “pushed the field to under-
stand empire and colonialism as probably 
never before,” Mr. Steinberg said. 
“Previously, it was all academic discussion, 
but now people are dying over this.”

The challenge academics now face is 
understanding how Russian imperialism 
and colonialism impact the way they think 
about or approach their subjects. “I think 
that is the most interesting shift, and prob-
ably the most controversial,” he said.

As for the textbook “A History of Russia,” 
Mr. Steinberg said he has made “some sig-
nificant changes in the direction of ques-
tioning simple assumptions about Kyiv-
Moscow continuities and will develop these 
further in the 10th edition.”

While some institutions and professors 
have been making changes to their classes 
and curricula, Mr. Chernetsky said, the field 
still needs “deep, structural” change.

“The important thing here is not to lose 
momentum, because big academic institu-
tions tend to be inert,” he said.

Copyright 2023, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/russia-war-ukraine-
western-academia/32201630.html).
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Ukrainian American Youth Association gala raises $230,000 for fire reconstruction
by Lidia Mykytyn

NEW YORK – Following a devastating 
fire at the Ukrainian American Youth Asso-
ciation (UAYA) camp (oselia) in Ellenville, 
N.Y., that destroyed the kitchen, dining hall, 
meeting area and restaurant on the proper-
ty, members of the organization and their 
guests held a gala banquet on November 
19, 2022, to raise badly-needed funds to 
repair and rebuild the damaged buildings.

The event was held in the Edison Hotel 
in midtown Manhattan and raised more 
than $230,000.

The festive evening, called “Hearts of 
Blue and Gold,” was buoyed by the energy 
and enthusiasm of individuals celebrating 
friendship, comradery and love for an orga-
nization doing important work with 
Ukrainian youth.

For over 65 years, Oselia CYM (the 
Ukrainian acronym for the UAYA) has been a 
haven for Ukrainian youth and their families.

The oselia opened its doors in 1955, 
becoming a leading center for educational, 
cultural and community work. Over the 
years, thousands of Ukrainian youths have 
walked the grounds of the beautiful prop-
erty, which is reminiscent of the Carpathian 
Mountains in Ukraine.

The gala included a short cultural pro-
gram filled with Ukrainian folk dancing 
performed by Obriyi, the dance ensemble 
from the Passaic branch of the UAYA, as 
well as musical performances by the sisters 
Kalyna and Uliana Leshchuk of the ban-
durist duet “Malvy” from the Whippany 
branch of the UAYA. The two said they first 
held a bandura (a traditional Ukrainian 

stringed folk instrument) during a summer 
camp at oselia CYM.

The dance ensemble entertained the 
audience with passion and acrobatics, offer-
ing guests a visceral reminder of why the 
organization and its summer camps contin-
ue to play an important role in the diaspora. 
Event organizers thanked choreographer 
and artistic director Vitaliy Simonian, as well 
as dance coordinator Lesia Olensky, for 
instilling a love of Ukrainian dance in the 
children who performed.

The evening continued with a silent and 
live auction of art, travel vouchers and spe-

cial culinary experiences, gift baskets, 
sports paraphernalia and other items that 
were all donated to support the cause. A 
reverse auction – in which the traditional 
roles of buyer and seller are reversed – also 
bolstered the evening. Guests raised auc-
tion paddles to pledge additional support 
to rebuild the oselia.

The fire, which began on April 1, 2022, 
not only caused physical damage to the 
property, but it also prevented the UAYA 
from holding summer camps last year.

CYM summer camps, which incorporate 
education about Ukraine’s history and cul-
ture, as well as sports, Ukrainian song, 
leadership and wilderness training, have 
often marked the peak of yearly activity for 
the oselia.

The UAYA started planning to hold sum-
mer camps last year, which were poised to 
include refugee children displaced by the 
war in Ukraine, but the April 1 fire halted 
those plans.

Despite the significant damage, mem-
bers of the UAYA committed to quickly 
rebuilding and repairing what was dam-
aged in order to hold camps and events 
next summer and offer respite to children 
displaced by the horrific war in Ukraine.

The gala was a success in a large part 
because of the support of the event’s spon-
sors: (Super Diamond level, $50,000) Self 
Reliance New York Federal Credit Union; 
(Diamond level, $20,000) SUMA Federal 
Credit Union of Yonkers, N.Y.; (Platinum 
level, $10,000) Selfreliance Federal Credit 
Union, Whippany, N.J., branch; Nova UA 
Federal Credit Union; the Ukrainian 

American Freedom Foundation; UAYA, 
Yonkers branch; Sue Hrib and BIATCH Boss 
Babe Brands; (Gold level, $5,000) Peter 
Zielonka and family; UAYA, New York 
branch; UAYA, Whippany branch; UAYA, 
Passaic branch. The UAYA was also sup-
ported by (Donor level, $1,000) the 
Ukrainian National Federal Credit Union of 
New York and the Ukrainian Federal Credit 
Union, Rochester branch.

In addition to the gala’s sponsors, UAYA 
also thanked individuals and organizations 
that made generous donations after the 
gala event, among them: Merck and Co., 
with a corporate sponsorship facilitated by 
the Demianicz family;  Ukrainian 
Selfreliance Federal Credit Union; UAYA, 
Palatine, Ill., branch; UAYA, Chicago branch; 
WADDFU, Philadelphia branch; Selfreliance 
Association of Ukrainian Americans of 
Newark, N.J.; the Men’s Social Club of 
Southwest Florida; the Ukrainian National 
Association, Inc., as well as many individual 
and family donors.

The UAYA also thanked gala Organizing 
Committee members, among them: Dania 
Nauholnyk-Lawro, Sue Hrib, Oksana 
Tomaszewsky, Lidia Mykytyn, Kalyna and 
Uliana Leshchuk.

UAYA also sincerely thanked all of the 
Ukrainian financial institutions and mem-
bers of the Ukrainian community for their 
generous financial and moral support, 
especially during very difficult times.

Members of the Ukrainian folk dancing group Obriyi, the dance ensemble from 
the Passaic branch of the UAYA, performed for guests during a gala banquet on 

November 19, 2022.

A member of the Ukrainian folk dancing group Obriyi, the dance ensemble from the 
Passaic branch of the UAYA, welcomed guests with a traditional Ukrainian presentation 

of bread.

Guests and supporters of the Ukrainian American Youth Association held a gala ban-
quet in New York on November 19, 2022, to raise funds to repair and rebuild build-
ings that were badly damaged by a fire last spring at the organization’s campground 

in Ellenville, N.Y.

Sisters Kalyna (left) and Uliana Leshchuk of the bandurist duet “Malvy” from the 
Whippany branch of the Ukrainian American Youth Association sang and permed on 

the bandura during a gala banquet held in New York on November 19, 2022.

A gala banquet organized by the 
Ukrainian American Youth Association 
included a silent and live auction of art, 
travel vouchers and special culinary expe-
riences, gift baskets, sports paraphernalia 
and other items that were all donated to 
support the cause. Ola Rondiak holds a 

work of art she donated for the cause.

Alex Hahorniak
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June 20). According to data from the portal 
Dev.by, 15.8 percent of the first wave of 
emigration in 2020-2021 included IT work-
ers, while the proportion of IT specialists 
for the second wave (after February 24, 
2022) reached 22.7 percent (Devby.io, June 
20). It is entirely possible that the 
Belarusian authorities are using this pro-
gram to lure back not only opposition lead-
ers, but also sought-after professionals who 
have left the country.

For its part, Russia is also confronting a 
significant loss of specialists. Despite an 
abundance of propaganda statements on 
“getting rid of traitors,” even among the 
pro-government Telegram channels, pan-
icked messages are proliferating that 
“Russia is left without brains” (Life.ru, 
November 22). These page administrators 
admit that, after the beginning of the war, 
“the shortage of IT specialists [in Russia] 
rose sharply,” and all the most valuable 
professionals in this field have gone 
abroad or are sitting in prison. The situa-

tion was further exacerbated following 
President Vladimir Putin’s announcement 
of the “partial mobilization” (Tgstat.ru, 
November 21).

Moscow was finally forced to recognize 
the seriousness of the problem, and the 
Russian Ministry of Digital Development 
even announced the development of a spe-
cial program for the return of departed IT 
specialists to Russia (RBC, November 11). 
In parallel, Russian media reports have 
become more frequent regarding the 
return of Russians who had fled the partial 
mobilization announcement (V1.ru, 
November 12). Separate articles were 
devoted exclusively to the return of IT spe-
cialists (Gazeta.ru, August 8).

However, instead of tempting offers, 
benefits and guarantees for those return-
ing, the Russian parliamentarians proposed 
a completely different initiative. In 
December 2022, Andrei Klishas, head of 
the Russian Federation Council Committee 
on Constitutional Legislation, announced a 
bill that would soon be submitted to the 
State Duma to limit remote work for 
Russians abroad. According to media 
reports, the bill will affect people who left 

(Continued from page 2)

To ensnare...

Ms. Somchynsky, who earned a master’s 
degree in the history of art, design and 
visual culture from the University of 
Alberta where she studied contemporary 
feminist art in Ukraine, talked about a com-
plex issue that is as relevant today as it was 
then: the intersection of ethnic identity, 
social class and gender identity. She men-
tioned the influence of prominent 
Ukrainian Canadian feminists and the iden-
tity issues of today’s Ukrainian woman due 
to factors such as divorce, child rearing, sin-
gle parenthood, domestic violence, birth 
control and migration status.

In 2021, Ms. Somchynsky was hired by 
the Ukrainian Resource and Development 
Center (URDC) at MacEwan University in 
Edmonton to lead the oral history research 
project entitled “Local Narratives: The 
Lives, Legacies, and Locales of Edmonton’s 
Ukrainian Canadian Community.”

In this position, she also served as proj-
ect coordinator of the short documentaries 
“Visionary Collaborations: The Life and 
Work of Dr. Roman Petryshyn” and 
“Mentoring Eternal Optimism: Dr. Ehor 
William Gauk.” Currently, together with Dr. 
John-Paul Himka, she is editing a volume of 
the Western Canadian Collection of the 
Shevchenko Scientific Society of Canada on 
Ukrainian-Canadian art and is working on 
an independent research project called 
“Our Feminist Aunties: Feminist Activism 
in the Ukrainian Canadian Community and 
the Second Wreath Conference.” 

Myroslaw Iwanek, who graduated from 

the University of Warsaw and who worked 
there as a didactics lecturer in the Faculty of 
Slavic Studies and Applied Linguistics, spoke 
about his research in the archive of Yevhen 
Pasternak, a Ukrainian public and coopera-
tive activist, engineer and amateur historian. 
That archive includes 33 volumes, which he 
unexpectedly came across and which he was 
able to save from potential oblivion.

Mr. Iwanek explained that this archive is 
a rich source of information not only about 
the life and activities of Mr. Pasternak (the 
husband of the late Yevheniya Pasternak, 
the founder of Ivan Franko Homes in 
Canada), but he also discussed the 
Ukrainian communities in which he lived, 
worked and was a leading activist and jour-
nalist – in Poland, Germany and Canada.

Mr. Iwanek also focused attention on the 
state of Ukrainian archival science and 
spoke about those locations where (in 
Canada, for example) archives are well pre-
served. He expressed the hope that Mr. 
Pasternak’s complete archive will eventually 
be transferred to the State Archival Service 
of Ukraine in Kyiv so that it will become 
more accessible to a larger number of 
researchers and, at some point, digitized.

NTSh Canada expressed thanks to the 
conference organizing committee chair and 
to all committee members – Dr. Daria 
Darewych, Chrystia Kolos, Dr. Dagmara 
Turchyn-Duvirak and Nadia Gereliouk – for 
the successful organization of the event.

Ulana Plawuszczak Pidzamecky is a 
doctoral degree candidate at the School of 
Education at the University of Glasgow 
and a member of the Board of Directors of 
NTSh of Canada.

This year, Russia found a willing partner 
in Iran, which has claimed to have complet-
ed import deals using an unspecified cryp-
tocurrency. The two states took steps to 
trade in their respective national curren-
cies and worked to integrate their home-
grown electronic banking payment systems 
– Mir and Shetab, respectively – as part of 
their de-dollarization push.

When Iran and Russia did not succeed in 
direct trade with sanctioned states, they 
turned to exchanges of military goods, 
technology or know-how.

The United States has accused North 
Korea of supplying munitions to Russia to 
replenish stocks that were depleted due to 
the fighting in Ukraine. Iran, meanwhile, 
has supplied combat and “kamikaze” 
drones to be used on the battlefield in 
Ukraine, while Britain has accused Russia 
of paying Iran back by supplying it with 
“advanced military components.”

Such workarounds aside, however, Mr. 
Piatetsky said Iran, Russia and other sanc-
tioned states lack tradable commodities 
that they do not already export themselves.

“There’s essentially this problem where 
yes, you can do business with each other, 
but you don’t really have anything the other 
one wants,” Mr. Piatetsky said.

Russia, Iran and Belarus are all energy 
producers, and with Russia’s increased 
sales to India and China, Iran’s own exports 
suffered. Both Russia and Belarus are lead-
ing exporters of fertilizers, nixing the mar-
ket for potash, a key Belarusian export. And 
while Russia’s difficulties with its domestic 
automobile industry was seen as an open-
ing for Iran’s efforts to export vehicles and 
parts, the woeful safety record and reputa-
tion of Iranian vehicles cast doubt on the 
success of any arrangement.

Likewise, while Tehran reportedly 
agreed in August to supply Russia with air-
craft parts in an effort to thwart sanctions, 
and Moscow last year reached an under-
standing with Tehran to export Russian air-
craft to Iran, the viability of such dealings is 
questionable.

“People in Russia don’t want to drive 
Iranian cars, and people in Iran don’t want 
to fly on Russian planes,” said Mr. Piatetsky.

More to come

Nevertheless, officials from both Russia 
and Iran appear committed to continuing 
to look for new trading opportunities 
among states interested in helping them 
fight what they believe are Western efforts 
to isolate them economically.

Russian President Vladimir Putin 
pledged on December 15, 2022, that his 
country would continue its efforts to boost 
trade with partners in Asia, Latin America 
and Africa.

“We will never take the route of self-iso-
lation,” Putin vowed. “On the contrary, we 
are broadening, and will broaden, coopera-
tion with all who have interest.”

But ultimately, most of the dealings 
among sanctioned states are relatively 
small-scale, and experts see serious limits to 
what Russia and Iran and their disparate 
crew of trading partners can do to effectively 
counter the punitive measures against them.

“These sanctions-circumvention mea-
sures … may ensure regime survival, but 
will not lead to economic growth,” said Mr. 
Tsai. “It is inconceivable that this ‘bloc’ of 
sanctioned nations will rival the West eco-
nomically in any way.”

Copyright 2023, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted with 
the permission of Radio Free Europe/Radio 
Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, Washington 
DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see https://www.
rferl.org/a/russia-iran-sanctioned-states-bur-
ma-north-korea-belarus/32205382.html).

(Continued from page 5)

Shevchenko...

(Continued from page 5)

‘A terrible...’

the country against the backdrop of the 
“special military operation” and partial 
mobilization (Gazeta.ru, December 14). 
Soon after, State Duma Speaker Vyacheslav 
Volodin announced that the parliament 
was developing a bill to increase the tax 
rate for Russians who left the country (Vz.
ru, December 25).

Some experts loyal to the Kremlin were 
critical of the proposed bill. Head of the 
Political Expert Group Konstantin Kalachev 
explained that Moscow’s goal in this case is 
“to return those who left whose profession-
al competencies are needed to solve the 
problems of technological sovereignty.” 
However, Mr. Kalachev stipulated that “peo-
ple are leaving due to a special military 
operation,” and the authorities have noth-
ing to offer them except nostalgia and 
intimidation. Petr Bychkov, assistant pro-
fessor of political psychology at St. 
Petersburg University, also believes that 
“tightening the rules will only lead to 
another massive wave of emigration,” 
which is especially harmful now that some 
are already starting to return (Tlgrm.ru/@
russica2, December 16).

Seemingly, the Russian authorities are 
considering these possible restrictions in 
trying to solve two problems simultaneous-
ly. On the one hand, they hope for the 
return of those who are critical for econom-
ic development and who agree to compro-
mise with the authorities to avoid losing 
their earnings. On the other hand, such 
restrictions could provoke dissidents into a 
final break with Russia, which might 
reduce the potential for future protests 
domestically. In truth, pro-government 
political scientists do not hide the fact that 

the latter task is a priority for Moscow.
For example, as the head of the Center 

for the Settlement of Social Conflicts, Oleg 
Ivanov, bluntly writes, those who left were 
a “fifth column” in Russia, and their depar-
ture “only adds stability to the regime, 
since the remaining opposition has lost its 
assets.” The pro-Kremlin “political scien-
tist” postulates that the actual number of 
emigrants is not that high and that the 
“patriots” remaining in Russia will be able 
to cover the economy’s needs (T.me/russi-
ca2, December 19). Recall that earlier the 
same author suggested killing opposition-
ists abroad according to the precepts of 
Chekist Pavel Sudoplatov (see Eurasia 
Daily Monitor, November 14). Further-
more, focus groups conducted by pro-
Kremlin sociologists also show that even 
supporters of Russia’s war against Ukraine 
with negative attitudes toward those who 
have left the country suggest that people 
have the right to make such a decision and 
that the borders should remain open 
(Tlgrm.ru/@russica2, December 14).

All this shows that the task of forcing 
dissatisfied Russians into emigration is, 
apparently, more important in the near 
future for the Russian authorities than 
repairing a severely damaged economy. 
However, it should not be ruled out that 
attempts to entice émigrés to return or to 
close the borders may begin if the positions 
of Russian forces at the front become criti-
cal and a new wave of mobilization fails.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

Оголошення    Advertisement
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more dishes, and more people gather for 
the celebration. In the conditions of 
European integration, this issue has 
become more urgent, and we want to cele-
brate Christmas with the whole world,” Ms. 
Stanko said.

This year, Ms. Stanko’s family had dinner 
by candlelight because of blackouts in 
Ukraine. As a result of the war, the whole 
family could not gather together.

“I will also have dinner on the 6th [of 
January] because my grandmother will cel-
ebrate Christmas on the 7th [of January]. 
Although she is not at all against switching 
to another calendar, she is waiting for the 
decision of the Church – in her case, the   
Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church,” Ms. 
Stanko said. 

Ms. Stanko said she believes the initia-
tive to reschedule the Christmas celebra-
tion has gained support among Ukrainians.

“We want more initiative from Ukrainian 
churches to give people more reason to 
switch to the correct calendar. This deci-
sion can be gradual while preserving tradi-
tions. We must remember that our transi-
tion period determines the future of other 
generations, which should already have a 
common tradition with most of the 

Christian world, not Moscow,” she said.
Olia Padiak, a young entrepreneur from 

Lviv, said that her family debated when to 
celebrate Christmas.

“Celebrating on December 25 would 
mean fully switching to the Gregorian cal-
endar, which the Greek Catholic Church has 
not yet done. This means that not only 
would Christmas be celebrated on a differ-
ent date, but all the other religious holidays 
would also be moved to new dates, which 
the Church has not yet announced. 
Ultimately, we had no choice but to cele-
brate Christmas twice,” Ms. Padiak said. 

“The first celebration on December 25 
was relatively low-key, with no elaborate 
preparations, and it felt more like a cozy 
family dinner. Interestingly, I enjoyed it 
more than usual, as the focus was more on 
spending time together and less on doing 
everything perfectly and getting caught up 
in the holiday stress. I know that more 
hustle and bustle is expected for the cele-
bration on January 7, and, to be honest, I’m 
not really looking forward to it,” Ms. Padiak 
said. 

“I believe that, eventually, the Church 
should switch to the Gregorian calendar, as it 
is used by most of the world. However, the 
Church needs to take the lead on this, as it 
still holds a lot of authority, especially among 
older generations of believers,” Ms. Padiak 
said.

(Continued from page 3)

Many Ukrainians...

by Arcadia Kocybala

YONKERS, N.Y. – The Ukrainian National 
Women’s League of America (UNWLA) 
Branch 30 of Yonkers, N.Y., celebrated its 
35th anniversary on December 11, 2022. 
The branch, named in honor of Lydia 
Krushelnytsky, the renowned Ukrainian 
dramaturgist, hosted a celebratory lun-
cheon in the hall of St. Michael the 
Archangel Ukrainian Catholic Church in 
Yonkers, N.Y.   

Despite the threat of the wintry season’s 
first snow, nearly 120 guests attended the 
luncheon. Lililya Balkova, president of 
Branch 30, welcomed the attendees and 
special guests, which included a number of 
UNLWA representatives. A prayer and 
remarks by Very Rev. Archpriest Kiril 
Angelov, pastor of St. Michael the Archangel 
Ukrainian Catholic Church, opened the for-
mal program.

The members of Branch 30, attired in 
newly-arrived embroidered dresses that 
were made in Ukraine amid power outages 
that resulted from the unprovoked and bru-
tal war waged by Russia, recited the 

UNWLA prayer and sang the UNWLA hymn.  
A number of special guests offered their 

congratulations and warm greetings. They 
included Natalie Pawlenko, president of 
UNWLA; Lidia Slysh, president of the 
UNWLA New York Regional Council; 
Michael Kapitula, branch director of 
Yonkers branch of the Ukrainian American 
Youth Association; Igor Balkovyy, director 
of the Ukrainian Youth Center; Oleh 
Bilovus, secretary of the Westchester, N.Y., 
branch of the Ukrainian Congress Com-
mittee of America (UCCA); and Volodymyr 
Kozicky, a founder and former long-serving 
president of the SUMA Federal Credit 
Union in Yonkers, N.Y.

In addition to a framed congratulatory 
anniversary certificate given to Branch 30, 
Ms. Pawlenko also presented certificates 
and pins to five new members: Iryna Bida, 
Zoryana Bodnar, Olha Fizer, Oksana Jones 
and Maria Striletska.

During her remarks, Ms. Slysh presented 
two past Branch 30 presidents, Dr. Vera 
Berezowsky and Nadia Liteplo, and the cur-

UNWLA Branch 30 celebrates 35th anniversary

Pictured during the UNWLA Branch 30’s 35th anniversary celebration were (from 
left to right) Liliya Balkova, Oksana Jones, Zoryana Bodnar, Oksana Maryniak, 
Iryna Bida, Zhanna Huralska, Iryna Maksymyuk, Valentyna Shemchuk (UNWLA 
Branch 64), Olha Fizer, Liudmyla Halay, Maria Striletska, Maria Kurchak, Iryna 
Hoshovskyj, Arcadia Kocybala, Vera Berezowsky, Nadia Liteplo, Nadiya Hasiy, Lesya 
Boyko, UNWLA President Natalie Pawlenko, UNWLA New York Regional Council 
President Lidia Slysh, and UNWLA New York Regional Council Member Bohdana 
Dankiv. The group was joined by Halyna (holding bandura on the left) and Oksana 

Daniv (holding the bandura on the right).

Courtesy of UNWLA Branch 30

(Continued on page 19)
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town heavily damaged by Russian bombing 
could face 12 years in prison if found guilty. 
The artwork, depicting a woman in a gas 
mask and a dressing gown holding a fire 
extinguisher, was taken off a wall in the 
town of Hostomel, northwest of the capital, 
Kyiv, on December 2, according to officials. 
The Ukrainian Prosecutor General’s Office 
said in a statement on its website that the 
man it believes organized the operation had 
been handed a “suspicion notice.” “He was 
aware of the value of the work and planned 
to sell the graffiti and dispose of the funds 
received as he saw fit,” it said in the state-
ment issued on January 2. “To do this, he 
enlisted the help of men who were unaware 
of his intentions, whom he assured that he 
had all the necessary permits to dismantle 
the mural.” The Prosecutor General’s Office 
put the value of the artwork by the 
renowned British artist at over 9 million 
hryvnia ($243,900). “The criminals tried to 
transport this graffiti with the help of 
wooden boards and polyethylene,” it said. 
“Thanks to the concern of citizens, the 
police and other security forces managed to 
arrest the criminals.” Earlier, Ukrainian 
media had reported that eight suspects had 
been detained over the Banksy mural theft. 
The mural was retrieved and is now report-
ed to be in the hands of the Ukrainian 
Ministry of Culture, which will decide its 
fate. Banksy confirmed that he had painted 
the mural and six others in places that were 
hit by heavy fighting after Russia invaded 
Ukraine in late February. One of them, a 
female gymnast balancing on a pile of rub-
ble, painted on a building damaged by 
Russian shelling in the liberated town of 
Borodyanka, was unveiled by Banksy on 
November 11. Banksy, whose identity 

remains unknown, has created art, much of 
it with a political message, all over the 
world for nearly two decades, including in 
New York City, London and the West Bank. 
(RFE/RL’s Current Time, with reporting 
from Reuters and dpa)

E.U. to stand by Ukraine ‘for as long as it takes’

European Commission President Ursula 
von der Leyen has reiterated the European 
Union’s emphatic support for Ukrainians 
“for as long as it takes” to thwart Russia’s 
10-month-old invasion, noting that she’d 
had her first call of the new year with 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy. 
“I conveyed my wholehearted support and 
best wishes for 2023 to the Ukrainian peo-
ple,” Ms. von der Leyen wrote on Twitter on 
January 2. “The E.U. stands by you, for as 
long as it takes.” In a statement following the 
call, Mr. Zelenskyy said Ukraine was expect-
ing to receive the first 2023 tranche of E.U. 
macrofinancial aid this month. “We feel sup-
port & will win together,” he wrote on 
Twitter. Ms. von der Leyen has made multi-
ple visits to Kyiv since tens of thousands of 
Russian troops poured across the Ukrainian 
border from Russia and Belarus in late 
February 2022 in the largest foreign inva-
sion in Europe since World War II. The 
attack has been met with staunch Ukrainian 
defense of its territory and unprecedented 
international sanctions on Moscow and 
Russians. “We support your heroic struggle,” 
Ms. von der Leyen wrote, describing it as a 
“fight for freedom and against brutal aggres-
sion.” She cited continued “strong financial 
assistance” to Ukraine and said distribution 
of an 18-billion-euro support package 
would start “soon.” She also said humanitar-
ian efforts this winter would include “gener-
ators, light bulbs, shelters [and] school 
buses.” Ms. von der Leyen said she looked 
forward to meeting Mr. Zelenskyy again “in 
Ukraine soon.” (RFE/RL)

Wagner ‘escapees’ put on Russian wanted list

The Russian Interior Ministry has put a 
“wanted” notice out on six purported mem-
bers of the Wagner mercenary group who 
may have escaped from a training camp in 
an occupied region of Ukraine over a week 
ago. The Donday Russian information site 
suggested the fugitives include three Uzbek 
nationals, a Kyrgyz national, a Belarusian 
and one Russian national, although RFE/RL 
has not been able to corroborate that report. 
Some reports say the men are armed. The 
ministry declined to provide details on the 
six, who were said to have fled a Wagner 
training camp in the eastern Ukrainian 
Luhansk region where Russian forces and 
Russia-backed separatists hold a wide swath 
of territory. The head of the Wagner group, 
Putin ally Yevgeny Prigozhin, also declined 
to give more information other than to say 
that “a lot of scoundrels are being detained” 
in cities in the Ukrainian regions Russia 
claimed to have annexed in late September. 
Wagner has reportedly provided thousands 
of paid soldiers to help Russian forces in the 
10-month-old full-scale invasion of Ukraine. 
U.S. National Security Council spokesman 
John Kirby has estimated that up to 40,000 
Russian prisoners who traded service for 
shortened imprisonment may be serving in 
Russia’s mercenary forces fighting in 
Ukraine. (RFE/RL’s Russian Service)

Kyiv suffers power outages

Kyiv Mayor Vitali Klitschko said on 
January 2 that a Russian attack on 
Ukraine’s capital overnight involved dozens 
of exploding drones “headed for Kyiv” and 
damaged energy infrastructure causing 
“emergency power outages” and loss of 
heating in some areas. The attacks are a 
continuation in a series of major Russian 
drone and missile attacks on Ukrainian cit-
ies and infrastructure that ramped up on 
New Year’s Eve and have caused dozens of 
casualties in the 10-month-old invasion. Mr. 
Klitschko said a 19-year-old man was 
injured by a blast in the Desnyan district of 
the capital. Ukraine’s military said early on 
January 2 that Russian forces launched 44 
drone attacks against Ukrainian targets but 
that all of them were successfully shot 
down. The Kyiv City Military Administra-
tion had said that at least 20 overnight mis-

siles or drones were shot down. Mr. 
Klitschko acknowledged later that “there 
are emergency power outages in the city” 
and resulting losses of power at heating-
distribution facilities. He said water servic-
es were not seriously affected. Mr. Klitschko 
added that a 46-year-old man hospitalized 
after a January 31 attack had since died in a 
hospital. There were bombardments in 
other population centers overnight on 
January 1-2, including in the southeastern 
city of Kherson where Ukrainian officials 
claimed Russian forces had apparently tar-
geted a children’s hospital. RFE/RL could 
not independently confirm battlefield 
claims. The bombardment, reportedly with 
dozens of Iranian-made Shahed drones, fol-
lowed a day of heavy missile and drone 
attacks on New Year’s Eve and New Year’s 
Day. In a combative New Year’s address, 
Russian President Vladimir Putin signaled 
that the war, now in its 11th month, will 
continue, a speech that contrasted with 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelens-
kyy’s messages of gratitude and unity. 
(RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service)

Putin changes gas payment decree

Russia will allow “unfriendly” countries 
to pay debt settlements for natural-gas sup-
plies in a foreign currency, according to 
changes made by President Vladimir Putin 
to an earlier decree. The document, pub-
lished on December 30 on the Russian gov-
ernment’s website of legal information, 
says Russian natural-gas suppliers can 
make settlements with buyers from 
“unfriendly” countries in the foreign cur-
rency specified in the contract. The debt for 
gas supply will be considered repaid after 
the funds of the foreign buyer have been 
credited to an authorized bank where a 
special account has been opened for the 
purpose of receiving the payments. Putin 
signed the decree on payments for Russian 
natural gas in March, forcing “unfriendly” 
European customers to open ruble bank 
accounts with Gazprombank and pay in 
rubles if they wanted to continue receiving 
Russian gas. That decree only concerned 
deliveries from Gazprom. Supplies were 
subsequently cut off to some companies 
and countries, such as Poland and Finland, 
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first anniversary on February 24.
“There are many signs that give us rea-

son to say that they may make another 
attempt in February,” Oleksiy Danilov, the 
secretary of Ukraine’s Security Council, 
said on January 4.

Ukrainian Deputy Defense Minister 
Hanna Malyar said that, because of high 
casualties in the ongoing fighting, Russia 
will likely have to implement a second mili-
tary mobilization in the first quarter of this 
year.

In December, Putin said there was no 
need for further mobilization.

The office of Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan said on January 5 that he 
had pressed Putin during a telephone call 
to implement a “unilateral cease-fire” in 
Ukraine in order to support efforts for 
peace talks.

Mr. Erdogan was expected to speak by 
telephone with Mr. Zelenskyy later in the 
day.

The Turkish leader, who helped broker a 
deal to resume shipments of Ukrainian 
grain from Black Sea ports that were 
closed during the early months of the con-
flict, has repeatedly offered to host a peace 
summit between the warring leaders.

The Kremlin reported that Putin 

informed Mr. Erdogan of Russia’s “open-
ness to serious dialogue on the condition of 
Kyiv authorities ... taking into account the 
new territorial realities,” a reference to 
Russia’s unrecognized claims to have 
annexed five Ukrainian regions.

Also on January 5, Russian Orthodox 
Patriarch Kirill, who has been a staunch 
supporter of the Kremlin’s aggression 
against Ukraine, called on “all sides” 
involved in conflicts to observe a truce on 
January 6-7 to enable Orthodox believers 
to attend church services for Christmas.

Ukrainian First Deputy Prime Minister 
and Economy Minister Yulia Svyrydenko 
said the same day that, because of the 
Russian invasion, Ukraine’s gross domestic 
product declined by more than 30 percent 
in 2022, the largest annual decline since 
the collapse of the Soviet Union over 30 
years ago.

Ms. Svyrydenko noted that Russian mis-
sile and drone attacks continued to pum-
mel Ukraine’s civilian energy infrastruc-
ture, which has put increased pressure on 
the economy.

(With reporting by Reuters)

Copyright 2023, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-war-west-
ern-armored-vehicles/32210608.html). 

(Continued from page 1)
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that refused the terms of the decree, which 
was seen as a means to spur demand for 
rubles after the United States and the 
European Union implemented stiff eco-
nomic sanctions over Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine. Putin’s decree meant that buyers 
of Russian gas in Europe – all E.U. countries 
were included in the “unfriendly” category 
– had to buy rubles on the Russian market 
to pay for supplies. The president defended 
the policy by saying that Western countries 
had “canceled the confidence in its curren-
cies” by imposing sanctions on Russia for 
the war against Ukraine. The change 
announced on December 30 to allow debt 
settlement does not automatically mean 
the resumption of gas supplies, according 
to the information published. Putin previ-

ously ordered the central bank and the gov-
ernment to develop “the order of transac-
tions for the purchase of rubles on the 
domestic market of the Russian Federation 
by gas buyers.” (RFE/RL’s Ukrainian 
Service, with reporting by Reuters)

Monument to Pushkin removed in Kramatorsk

A monument to the Russian poet 
Aleksandr Pushkin has been dismantled in 
Kramatorsk, the mayor of the city in 
Ukraine’s Donetsk region said on Decem-
ber 30. Mayor Oleksandr Honcharenko 
published a photo of the bust of Pushkin 
being removed from a park by a backhoe. 
“Here is a place for our heroes, our culture 
and history. This is not a fight against mon-
uments, this is Ukraine’s fight for life,” Mr. 
Honcharenko said on Facebook. Mr. 
Honcharenko said the bust will be tempo-
rarily stored in a city facility and its fate 
decided later. (RFE/RL)

(Continued from page 14)
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With great sadness, we announce,
 that on December 21, 2022, 

Svitlana Maria 
Andrushkiw 

née Lutzky 
beloved wife, mother, and grandmother, 

passed into eternal rest, at home, surrounded 
by her loving family. She was 79 years old.

Born in 1943 in Stanislaviv, Ukraine, to Eugene 
and Oksana (née Lemecha) Lutzky, Svitlana and her family immigrated 
to the United States in 1950. They arrived and settled in New York City, 
where she would spend nearly half of her life.

After completing her Master’s degree in Library Science at Pratt 
Institute, Svitlana worked as a librarian in the Slavic division of New York 
Public Library in NYC. She later became the head librarian and director 
of archives for the Shevchenko Scientific Society in NYC and continued 
there vigorously for 26 years until retirement.

Svitlana was engaged in the national movement Rukh (Newark 
Branch), trying to help build a better future for Ukraine. She was a 
member of the Ukrainian National Women’s League of America and was 
a lifetime member of the Ukrainian Scouting Organization Plast and the 
Plast sorority «Ti Scho Hrebli Rvut». She was a long-time parishioner of 
St. John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Church in Newark, NJ and actively 
participated in many organizations and functions there.

She is survived by her loving husband of 47 years, Roman; her brothers, 
Marko Lutzky of New York, NY, and Dan Lutzky of Bulverde, TX; son, 
Pavlo and his wife, Marika, and four grandchildren, Aleksandra, Natalia, 
Christian and Adrian. She was predeceased by her parents, Eugene and 
Oksana Lutzky.

Funeral services were entrusted to The Brunswick Memorial Home, 
East Brunswick. To leave a message of condolence, please visit www.
BrunswickMemorialHome.com.

May her memory be eternal!

In lieu of flowers, Svitlana would have wanted to support the continued 
fight for Ukraine, as well as humanitarian relief to the Ukrainian population 
affected by the war. Donations may be made to:

• St. John’s Ukrainian American Cultural Center of NJ Humanitarian  
  Relief for Ukraine (https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_ 
  button_id=R3BG7HYYM5HH4)
• RAZOM Inc. (https://www.razomforukraine.org/)
• Shevchenko Emergency Fund (https://www.paypal.com/US/
  fundraiser/charity/1426185)

Russian Studies? Nationalism (Imperia-
lism), Racism and War” came three years 
before Western scholars began to debate 
the need to change their approaches to 
Russian studies only in the aftermath of 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.

The pandemic also provided me with 
the opportunity to revisit, after a 40-year 
hiatus, my thoughts that had been laid out 
in The Ukrainian Review. The “Russian 
Idea” had been revived under Putin by 
combining White Russian émigré denials of 
Ukraine and Ukrainians and the Soviet cult 
of the Great Patriotic War and propagandis-
tic denunciations of Ukrainian Nazis. 
Written before the advent of computers, I 
couldn’t copy and paste text from “The 
Russian Idea,” but I certainly drew on it as 
the inspiration for writing my book 
“Russian Nationalism and the Russian-
Ukrainian War” that won the Peterson 
Literary award.

In August 2021, on the 30th anniversary 
of Ukraine’s independence, I travelled to 
Ukraine with my father’s ashes to fulfil his 
last wish that he be buried in his home-
town of Sambir in Lviv Oblast, Ukraine. 
Little did I know that only seven months 
later Russia would be invading Ukraine, the 
country where my father is buried. 

Timing is everything and Routledge pub-
lished “Russian Nationalism and the 
Russian-Ukrainian War” at the end of 
January 2022, just three weeks before 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. Politicians, 
journalists and scholars were shocked that 

such a thing could happen in 21st century 
Europe.

At the time of the invasion, no other 
books existed that explained Putin’s obses-
sion with Ukraine and the chauvinistic 
premises denying the existence of a 
Ukrainian people that underpinned 
Russia’s invasion. A major reason why the 
Peterson Fund selected my book for their 
award was because it was so timely. 
Nineteenth century historical myths and 
20th century fascism are fueling Russia’s 
brutal war in 21st century Europe.

My father’s Ukrainian nationalist gener-
ation was never taken seriously by Western 
politicians, journalists and especially aca-
demics. They were also told by the younger 
generation, including me, that their nation-
alist views and attitudes toward Russians 
were outdated. We were both wrong and 
my father’s Ukrainian nationalism was 
right. Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, the 
Kremlin’s genocidal goal of destroying 
Ukraine and Ukrainian culture and lan-
guage, forcibly converting Ukrainians into 
Little Russians, and numerous war crimes 
show how my father’s nationalist genera-
tion had always been correct about Russia 
and Russians.

My father’s Ukrainian nationalist gener-
ation, which inspired my first academic 
foray in The Ukrainian Review over four 
decades ago, became the inspiration for me 
to revisit Russian chauvinistic views of 
Ukrainians in “Russian Nationalism and the 
Russian-Ukrainian War.” 

I would like to end with an apology to 
my father’s Ukrainian nationalist genera-
tion, which had always been right about 
Russia and Russians.

(Continued from page 7)
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particularly healthcare, which was hit hard 
by the COVID-19 pandemic and remains 
severely underfunded (The Insider, 
December 29). The full economic cost of 
Moscow’s war against Ukraine is difficult to 
estimate, not least because of the reduced 
official release of basic statistical data. In 
addition, the government is concerned 
more about presenting the picture of a 
resilient economy than about addressing 
the severe distortions in critical supply 
chains (Riddle, December 21; Kommersant, 
December 30). Fiscal manipulations help in 
suppressing inflation, but the general scale 
of economic decline and degradation 
remains camouflaged – and it is assuredly 
set to deepen (The Insider, December 25).

Cuts in oil and natural gas production, as 
determined by the progressively tightened 
Western sanctions regime, will multiply the 
effect of export prices curtailed by sanc-
tions and cause such heavy damage to the 
state budget that government officials pre-
fer to operate with fanciful calculations, 
which are curated to match the Kremlin’s 
wishes (Novayagazeta.eu, December 29). 
Putin’s long-promised decree in response 
to the price ceiling levied on Russian oil 
exported by sea has impressed neither 
importers nor the world market, and it may 
backfire by further aggravating the conse-
quences of sanctions for Russian producers 
(RBC, December 27).

In Putin’s view, his massive application 
of military force has demolished the old, 
unfair and United States-dominated world 
order. Yet, in truth, his actions have only 
resulted in Russia’s drastically diminished 
role in global governance (Russiancouncil.
ru, December 29). Moscow’s main hopes 
rest on the weakening of complex econom-
ic ties between the U.S. and China as well as 
on the rise of tensions between them, 
which would cast Russia as a more valuable 
ally to its mighty neighbor (Rossiiskaya 
Gazeta, December 26). Much media atten-
tion has been given to the partly televised 
virtual talks between Putin and Chinese 
President Xi Jinping on December 30, 2022, 
but the discrepancy in perspectives 
between the two leaders is difficult to hide, 
even if the official Kremlin readout of the 
event omits Mr. Xi’s words on the difficult 
road to peace in Ukraine (Kremlin.ru, 
December 30). Putin was eager to focus on 
military-technical cooperation, but Mr. Xi, 

in his much shorter opening statement, did 
not say a word about it, instead focusing on 
cross-border ties (Meduza, December 30). 
Importantly, the Chinese leader did not find 
it opportune to accept Putin’s invitation to 
pay a state visit to Moscow in the spring.

This caution was probably dictated by 
the foreboding that much could change in 
Russia over the next few months, breaking 
the ugly continuity of 2022. On the battle-
fields of Ukraine, the state of trench war-
fare is far from stable, and the series of 
Russian missile strikes on Ukrainian critical 
infrastructure are hardly sustainable, with 
diminishing effectiveness (Novayagazeta.
eu, December 29). Holding defensive lines 
is a feasible strategic option, but Putin 
needs a success, even if symbolic, to prove 
that the war is indeed going according to 
plan (Nezavisimaya Gazeta, December 24). 
The hard-won capture of Bakhmut, if it 
indeed happens, would hardly qualify even 
as a Pyrrhic victory, but a large-scale offen-
sive operation could push the undersup-
plied and demoralized Russian army to the 
brink (Radio Svoboda, December 28). The 
Ukrainian army keeps hitting logistic 
routes and command centers, carefully 
probing for weak spots in Russia’s defens-
es, and even a small tactical success will 
resonate soundly in Moscow (Meduza, 
December 29). Different elite groups in 
Russia are perturbed in dissimilar ways, 
but they all know that a protracted war will 
destroy Putin’s popularity, and their loyalty 
may expire preemptively and suddenly 
(Republic.ru, December 29).

Ultimately, Putin has no way out from 
the unfolding disaster, and he needs a more 
complete mobilization around his cause. 
Meanwhile, he also needs to keep up pre-
tenses that life in Russia can carry on as 
normal. The problem is not that he cannot 
have it both ways, but rather that he cannot 
have it either way: the country is unable to 
produce the collective effort necessary to 
sustain the war, and the costs and pains of 
the unwinnable conflict continue to trau-
matize Russian society. And so, the night-
mare of deadly 2022 drags on, and Putin 
counts on its indefinite continuation. Yet, 
the Russian state’s very survival may 
depend on it ending, not in several years, 
but in a few months, or perhaps even 
weeks.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)
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war in this,” Mr. Podolyak said in the state-
ment, according to Reuters.

“Moreover, let me remind you that only 
Russia attacks civilian objects with mis-
siles/drones, including places of religious 
rites, and does this precisely on Christmas 
holidays,” said Mr. Podolyak, who was one 
of the lead negotiators in early talks 
between Russia and Ukraine at the start of 
the war.

Putin earlier on January 5 instructed 
Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu to 
introduce a “cease-fire along the entire line 
of combat of the parties in Ukraine” lasting 
36 hours – from noon on January 6 to mid-
night on January 7.

As reported on the Kremlin website, 
Putin called on the Ukrainian side to 
“declare a cease-fire and give Orthodox 
Christians the opportunity to attend servic-
es on Christmas Eve, as well as on 
Christmas Day.”

U.S. President Joe Biden said Putin is 
“trying to find some oxygen” by floating the 
cease-fire, which German Foreign Affairs 
Minister Annalena Baerbock slammed, say-
ing if Putin really wanted peace he would 
withdraw his troops.

“A so-called ceasefire brings neither 
freedom nor security to people living in 
daily fear under Russian occupation,” Ms. 
Baerbock said on Twitter.

Earlier on January 5, Turkish President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan called on the 
Kremlin to implement a cease-fire during a 
phone call between the two leaders, 
according to Mr. Erdogan’s press service.

“[Mr.] Erdogan said that calls for peace 
and negotiations should be backed up by a 
unilateral cease-fire and a vision of a fair 
solution,” the press service said in a state-
ment quoted by Reuters.

Mr. Zelenskyy on January 5 in a speech 
at a security forum said that Russia is look-
ing for an opportunity to achieve a “short 
truce” in order to restore forces.

In its daily briefing on the war on 
January 5, the Ukrainian military said more 
than 800 Russian soldiers had been killed 
or wounded, mostly in fighting around the 
Donetsk regional city of Bakhmut and 
other locations in the Donetsk region.

RFE/RL could not independently verify 
the Ukrainian military’s figures.

Amid the intense fighting, Mr. Biden on 
January 4 confirmed that Washington is 
considering sending Bradley infantry fight-
ing vehicles to Ukraine. The M2 Bradley 
has been the main infantry fighting vehicle 

of the U.S. military, which has thousands of 
them available, since 1981.

Washington is expected to unveil a new 
package of assistance to Ukraine in the 
coming days.

Mr. Biden’s comment came after a tele-
phone conversation earlier in the day 
between Mr. Zelenskyy and French 
President Emmanuel Macron after which it 
was revealed that France will provide AMX-
10 RC light-armored vehicles to Ukraine.

Reuters quoted an unidentified French 
official as saying that “this is the first time 
Western-made armored vehicles are sup-
plied to support the Ukrainian Army.” No 
further details were reported.

Earl ier,  Austral ia  provided 90 
Bushmaster vehicles, which are armored 
against land mines.

Kyiv has been pressing Western govern-
ments for heavy armored vehicles, particu-
larly U.S.-made Abrams and German 
Leopard battle tanks.

“There is no rational reason why 
Ukraine has not yet been supplied with 
Western tanks,” Mr. Zelenskyy wrote on 
Twitter.

A senior U.S. official said on January 4 
that the fighting around Bakhmut is “still 
quite hot” and predicted “continued fight-
ing in the coming months.”

Russia continued its rocket and drone 
onslaught against Ukraine, with New Year’s 
Day blasts killing at least three civilians and 
wounding dozens of others, while Kyiv said 
its forces had inflicted “heavy” losses on 
Russia-backed separatist fighters around 
the strategic eastern city of Bakhmut.

Attacks late on December 31 and early 
on January 1 were reported in the capital, 
Kyiv, and other cities, including in the city 
of Khmelnytskiy, where officials said a 
22-year-old woman died from injuries suf-
fered in a Russian rocket attack the day 
before.

In his New Year’s address, Mr. Zelenskyy 
maintained his defiant tone amid the 
relentless Russian attacks, telling the 
Ukrainian people that “I want to wish all of 
us one thing – victory.”

Ukraine’s military early on January 1 
said its defense forces had shot down at 
least 32 Iranian-made drones since mid-
night on top of the 13 others destroyed on 
the night of December 31.

Ukrainian presidential aide Kyrylo 
Tymoshenko said two civilians were killed 
in the capital as a result of Russian strikes 
on January 1 in addition to the woman in 
Khmelnytskiy.

On December 31, Ukraine reported that 
at least 43 missile and air strikes across the 
country had killed one person and wound-

ed at least 50.
In the capital, Andriy Nebytov, head of 

the regional police, posted a photo on 
Facebook that he said showed wreckage of 
Iranian-made drone with the words 
“Happy New Year” in Russian written on it.

“Here it is – part of the night’s greetings 
from the ‘brotherly people’ on the New 
Year!” he said in the post. “Cheap and taste-
less!”

Late on January 1, the Ukrainian military 
said it inflicted heavy losses on Russia’s 
troops around Bakhmut, the site of intense 
fighting in recent months as Moscow 
attempts to take the town from Kyiv’s forc-
es.

Serhiy Cherevatiy, a Ukrainian military 
spokesman, told Ukrainian television that 
some 170 Russian soldiers were killed and 
200 wounded in fighting for control of the 
town on December 31, labeling it a “con-
veyor belt of death” for Russia’s troops.

Mr. Cherevatiy did not comment on 
Ukrainian casualties.

Strikes were also reported in the south-
ern port city of Kherson, where officials said 
a children’s hospital came under attack.

In a Facebook post, the Kherson regional 
administration said that, “in the first min-
utes of the new year, Russia launched 
another terrorist strike – the enemy fired 
about seven shells at the Kherson Regional 
Children’s Clinical Hospital.”

It added that there were no casualties 
but that 17 children, four parents and 38 
staff members were evacuated.

Russian forces retreated from Kherson 
in November after a powerful Ukrainian 
counteroffensive, but they continue to shell 
the city, forcing many of the residents who 
returned home to flee once again.

Moscow denies that it targets civilian 
sites in the war, despite evidence to the 

contrary.
Meanwhile, Russian occupation authori-

ties in the Donetsk region said shelling by 
Kyiv’s forces had killed a man and a woman 
in the town of Yasynuvata, Reuters report-
ed.

Battlefield claims on either side cannot 
immediately be confirmed.

In a midnight address, Putin said that 
“moral, historical rightness is on our side,” 
even as international condemnation inten-
sifies and amid unexpected battlefield set-
backs.

Russian authorities claimed on January 
1 that their forces had targeted “the facili-
ties of the military-industrial complex of 
Ukraine.”

“The aim of the strike was achieved,” a 
military statement said.

Ukrainian officials also said on January 1 
that Russia had used missile carriers locat-
ed in the Caspian Sea to launch rockets 
toward Ukraine.

Natalya Humenyuk, the head of the joint 
coordination press center of the defense 
forces in southern Ukraine, said that “this is 
probably because it has become more diffi-
cult for them to deliver their reserves to the 
Black Sea coast” due to Ukrainian efforts to 
keep Russian naval forces under pressure 
in the Black Sea.

(With reporting by Reuters, dpa and 
AFP)

Copyright 2023, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/putin-orders-
ukraine-truce-orthodox-christmas/322110 
74.html and https://www.rferl.org/a/
ukraine-attacks-russia-new-year/322029 
89.html).

(Continued from page 1)
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Members of the Ukrainian military fire artillery shells at Russian positions near 
Bakhmut in the east of Ukraine.

Kostiantyn Liberov

A man in Kherson, Ukraine, looks at the debris of shopfronts damaged in Russian 
shelling on the night of December 28.

Dmytro Sheremet, RFE/RL

Ukraine claimed responsibility for a missile attack on the temporary military bar-
racks in Makiyivka, in the Russia-occupied Donetsk region of Ukraine.

RFE/RL
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Ukrainian national hockey team tours Western Canada
For elite Ukrainian athletes, sports have 

become desirable distractions from the 
daily destruction going on in their home-
land. Four western Canadian universities 
are giving the Ukrainian national hockey 
team an opportunity to get ready for an 
upcoming tournament in 2023 and with it 
a chance to temporarily focus their ener-
gies on sport.

Ukrainian goaltender Savva Serdiuk and 
the rest of Ukraine’s U-25 men’s national 
hockey team were in Canada in December to 
begin play against four western Canadian 
university teams as part of the “Hockey Can’t 
Stop Tour.” Games were scheduled to take 
place starting on December 30, 2022, and 
ending on January 9. The four games will 
enable Team Ukraine to prepare for the 
Winter University Games that will take place 
in Lake Placid, N.Y., from January 12- 23, 
which will also help raise funds for their 
war-torn country.

The 18-year-old Serdiuk plays for Sokil 
Kyiv in the Ukrainian Hockey League. 
When the full-scale war started, he was 
immediately affected by Russia’s initial air-
strikes. Nine months to the day, on 
November 24, 2022, another day of aerial 
assaults on major Ukrainian cities included 
targeting his hometown. Serdiuk’s practice 
sessions have been limited as the ice rink 
where he practices has no electricity and 
there is a shortage of water.

Touring Western Canada is a rarity for 
the Ukrainian players. While the war with 
Russia has entered its 10th month, 
Ukrainian men aged 18-60 are generally 
not permitted to leave the country without 

permission from authorities. For these elite 
hockey players, the tour offers them a 
chance to escape the war and demonstrate 
their hockey skills. As ambassadors in 
North America, they have an opportunity 
to show that hockey in Ukraine is very 
much alive and has a real future.

Ukraine’s Ice Hockey Federation was 
certainly not expecting a war in 2022. Its 
plan of improving the sport of hockey in 
Ukraine included building 19 new ice hock-
ey rinks throughout the country. The idea 

was to grow the sport from the bottom up 
by building new facilities and offering chil-
dren places to learn and practice the sport. 
The war quickly put a stop to those plans 
and today there are a mere four arenas in 
working condition in the country. Ice rinks 
in Donetsk, Mariupol and Kherson have 
been destroyed by the Russian military.

Athletes are used to time away from 
their families, but Serdiuk expects to ago-
nize and lose sleep over his family’s safety 
and well-being when he’s in Canada. His 

family is in Kyiv where people are suffering 
without electricity and other necessities as 
winter sets in.

Players and coaches at the four schools 
that are competing against the Ukrainian 
team are eager to learn about life on the 
other side of the world. The Ukrainian 
team will be hosted by the University of 
Alberta, the University of Calgary, the 
University of Manitoba and the University 

Members of Ukraine’s U-25 team as seen in a graphic promoting the “Hockey Can’t Stop Tour” of Western Canada.

CanadaWest.org

Hockey player Lupandin seeks better life in Saskatoon
by Ihor N. Stelmach

Back in November 1993, four hockey 
players from the Druzhba ’78 Ukrainian 
youth ice hockey team from Kharkiv got 
together to admire Wayne Gretzky’s statue 
outside of what was then known as Rexall 
Place in Edmonton. Along with the players, 
who were barnstorming through Canada at 
the time, was their coach Ivan Pravilov, 
who was later indicted on child-molesta-
tion charges and jailed before committing 
suicide. He was accused of sexually abusing 
many of his previous youth players. One of 
the four players on that trip was Andrei 
Lupandin, the squad’s most talented skater.

Twenty-nine years later, almost to the 
day, the now 44-year-old Lupandin, once 
the most valuable player of the legendary 
Quebec International Peewee Tournament 
and the Brandon Wheat Kings junior team, 
was again posing by the same statue of 
Gretzky outside what is now known as 
Rogers Place. The second time around, 
however, it was with his two sons, Denys, 
12, and Ilya, 15.

Lupandin is on a different mission these 
days. He is hopeful of starting a new life with 
his family in Canada after they all fled war-
torn Ukraine on refugee visas. With his wife 
Antonina and his two boys, Lupandin came 
to Edmonton to escape the bombing of their 
apartment building in Ukraine. Along with 
about 40 other displaced Ukrainians, they 
survived a 28-hour bus ride to Bratislava, 
Slovakia, where they lived for six months 
thanks to some friends. Before leaving for 
Canada, his father passed away, adding 
another heartache he had to endure.

Once their visas came through, the 
Lupandins left most of their possessions 
behind, grabbing one suitcase and one 
hockey bag on their way to Saskatoon. 
They had little money, but were fortunate 
to find support from a substantial 
Ukrainian population in Saskatchewan. His 
boys were enrolled in Canadian schools.

The situation is almost a replay for 
Lupandin, who is beginning a new life in 
western Canada. This time he is doing it 
with his family. The first time, he left 
Ukraine alone with one bag in hand at age 
17 to play junior hockey in Brandon, 
Manitoba.

The hockey connections are strong as 
the Lupandins have received support from 
Gary Gelinas, a Saskatoon resident and son 
of Roger Gelinas, one of the Druzhba ’78 
tour organizers. Once president of the 
Western Hockey League’s (WHL) Everitt 
Silvertips, Gelinas has helped set up a 
GoFundMe page to assist his Ukrainian 
friend (that page can be found at https://
www.gofundme.com/f/lupandin-family-
starting-a-new-life-in-canada).

Gary Gelinas helped get the then-17-
year-old Lupandin to the WHL. He was 
playing in Moscow in the Dynamo organi-
zation and Gelinas paid around $500 for a 
passport to sneak Lupandin out of Kharkiv 
to Moscow and on a plane to Edmonton 
where he arrived with one bag of carrying 
his belongings.

It was déjà vu in Edmonton when the 
Lupandins stayed with Roger Gelinas when 
he arrived from Ukraine. Lupandin previ-
ously stayed with Roger Gelinas and his 
wife during his junior hockey career.

Long and sorrowful journey

The Lupandins suffered through some 
desperate times when Russia first invaded 
Ukraine. Kharkiv was incessantly bombed, 
the family’s apartment was destroyed and 
the city experienced extensive damage. 
Lupandin moved his family into his mother-
in-law’s home where he found refuge in a 
basement that was relative safe from 
Russian missiles and bombs. His greatest 
fear was for the safety of his children – they 
were living in constant fear and there was 
little Lupandin could do to make their situa-
tion better. The war seemed to have no end.

Today, his boys are in Canada and one of 
them has also taken up ice hockey. 12-year-

old Denys will play for a Ukrainian team at 
the same Quebec Peewee tournament that 
his father took part in back in 1992. That 
team boasted future NHL players Dainius 
Zubrus and Andrei Zyuzin, plus a few 
future NHL draft picks.

Denys Lupandin’s older brother, Ilya, 
also previously played hockey, but left the 
sport because of knee injuries.

Andrei Lupandin went on to play profes-
sional hockey for nine years, including 
seven in various North American minor 
leagues before concluding his career in 
Ukraine and Belarus. His Belarusian pass-
port did not make his exit out of Ukraine 
any smoother, but a current Ukrainian 
green card managed to offset any issues 
that arose in Belarus.

During their six months in Bratislava, 
both Andrei Lupandin and his wife got jobs 
working for a European e-commerce com-
pany sorting packages for delivery.

He would never have had his hockey 
experiences in Canada without Druzhba, 
even though it meant suffering through 
traumatic physical abuse from his coach. 
Instead of letting those awful experiences 
mar his life, he prefers to remember only 
the positives from that time thanks to the 
players he played with and the bonds he 
developed with them.

These days, he’s hoping and praying that 
his family can also experience the best of 
life in Saskatoon. Their future life is there 
and now.

(With reporting by the Montreal Gazette 
and Winnipeg Sun.)

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@
sfgsports.com.

Ukrainian hockey player Andrei Lupan-
din, seen in 2001, seeks to make a new 

life for his family in Saskatoon.

Hockeydb.com

(Continued on page 19)
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that,” Illyuk said. “This is where we draw 
the line – sport is politics. Banning 
Russians is important not just in sport, but 
I think that should be the view of any civi-
lized country. Russia is fighting not just 
against Ukraine, but the whole civilized 
world. Some people call it ‘the West,’ but 
it’s not. It goes against the morals and tra-
ditions of civilization.”

In three days of motorsport competition 
in France, Ukraine did not win any medals. 
Lack of training and conditioning did not 
help their efforts. Kravchenko finished 
eighth out of 20 competitors in her karting 
slalom event, and Illyuk came in third-to-
last. Ukraine’s top result was by Oleksandr 
Pastyshev, who placed seventh in the 
Formula 4 Cup.

One of Ukraine’s most famous endur-
ance drivers, Yevgen Sokolovsky, discussed 
Ukraine’s participation in the competition.

“I live in Germany and yet people ask me 
why I drive under a Ukrainian flag. This 
year is the time to show I am Ukrainian 
more than ever, because this year, people 
look for our flag,” Sokolovsky said.

Illyuk understood that his country’s par-
ticipation would boost morale for 
Ukrainians everywhere.

“I don’t think Ukraine will win the war; I 
know we will,” Illyuk said. Maria Kravchen-
ko, still a teenager, echoed the same conclu-
sion.

 “I’m sure that our country will win. 
There is no way to step back, only forward,” 
she said.

She is already looking forward to the 
third edition of the FIA Motorsport Games 
to be held in Valencia, Spain, in 2024. She 
stresses Team Ukraine’s official slogan 
while competing in Marseille: “Be Brave 
like Ukraine,” she said.

(The story above is based on reporting 
by The Independent, an online newspaper 
located in Great Britain.)

Fifteen-year-old Maria Kravchenko has a 
real passion for go-karting. Her goal for this 
year was to organize an all-girls team to 
take part in Ukraine’s National Karting 
Championships. Her father, Mykhailo, was 
the guide, coach and inspiration behind this 
serious hobby and ultimate dream. 
Unfortunately, as a result of Russia’s full-
scale war on Ukraine, Maria Kravchenko’s 
dream could not be realized.

The Kravchenko family lives near the 
Amstor shopping center in Kremenchuk, in 
central Ukraine, an area which was devas-
tated by a missile attack in June that killed 
20 civilians. Racing tracks across the coun-
try have been sealed and destroyed, so 
training is not possible. Her father, uncle 
and godfather are currently fighting on the 
frontlines for the Ukrainian army.

Twelve Ukrainian athletes raced at 
Circuit Paul Ricard, home of Formula One’s 
French Grand Prix, during the 2022 FIA 
Motorsport Games in Marseille, France, on 
October 26-30, 2022. For the dozen com-
peting in their blue and yellow national col-
ors, the event carried additional meaning.

“While the Ukrainian warriors fight for 
children’s dreams, I took part in this world-
class sports event and in doing so support-
ed the spirit of all Ukrainians,” Maria 
Kravchenko said in a November 4, 2022, 
interview with The Independent. “I was 
able to inform people about what is actual-
ly happening in my country. Everyone has 
to know about the evil and horrible things 
which have taken place in Ukraine in the 
21st century – about the awful aggression 
from Russian soldiers.”

“It was such an honor to represent my 
country on an international level when we 
are defending our independence,” she said. 
“All my events have been canceled this year 

and we are not able to train because of con-
stant bombing. The explosions are really 
loud – I heard them.”

The biennial Games, which consist of 16 
disciplines in motorsports, began in 2019 in 
Rome, where Dmitriy Illyuk won Ukraine’s 
only gold medal in drifting – a discipline 
where the driver purposely oversteers a car 
as close to perfection as possible. Competi-
tors are judged on speed, angle and synchro-
nization to a car in front of theirs.

In the three years since Illyuk’s grand 
showing, a great deal has changed. Before 
traveling to the 2022 Games, he had not left 

Ukraine since the Russian invasion in 
February. His motorsports workshop facility 
in Odesa was destroyed earlier in the year.

“My career has stopped because I focus 
on helping the nation,” the 41-year-old told 
The Independent. “Everything has been 
killed because of the war. My workshop is 
next to the landing lane for Odesa airport 
and, mid-attack, bombs were falling on our 
workshop. In March, I saw with my own 
eyes, Russian ships attacking our ships.”

Illyuk has been steadfast in asking for 
military assistance and support on his 
Instagram page. He communicates regular-
ly with his 37,000-plus followers. When he 
referred to Russia as a “terror state” in a 
post, he was reprimanded by Instagram’s 
parent company, Meta. His Instagram 
account was suspended for over a month 
because of his messages during the ongo-
ing war. He claims he lost some 10 percent 
of his followers, but did regain access to his 
account and continues to express himself 
on the platform. What used to be a life dedi-
cated to race cars is now dedicated to his 
country’s future.

As a result of Russia’s invasion and ensu-
ing war, Formula 1 (F1) canceled its 
Russian Grand Prix contract and the FIA 
has allowed Russian and Belarusian drivers 
to compete only in a neutral capacity. 
Russian driver Nikita Mazepin had his F1 
deal cancelled by Haas Racing.

“The FIA [Federation Internationale de 
l’Automobile, the governing body of auto 
racing] have made a big effort to ban the 
appearance of the Russian flag, the flag of 
the aggressor, at world-class competitions,” 
said Kravchenko, whose brothers have 
relocated to the U.S. from Kharkiv, Ukraine.

“Some people like to believe that it [war] 
is outside of sport, but you cannot believe 

Dmitriy Illyuk (left) received a special 
award to honor Ukraine from Moham-
med Ben Sulayem, president of the 
Federation International de l’Automo-

bile, on December 8, 2022, in Italy.

Facebook.com/Dmitriy.Illyuk

Ukrainian drivers compete at Motorcross Games

Amid reports of possible attempts to 
replace the president of the Ukrainian 
Association of Football (UAF) Andriy 
Pavelko after his November arrest for alleg-
edly misusing international aid funds, UAF 
Vice-President Oleg Protasov has urged fel-
low members of Ukraine’s soccer board to 
not pursue such an action. Several reports 
mentioned Ukraine’s best ever football star 
and former national team manager Andriy 
Shevchenko as a replacement for Pavelko.

Protasov revealed on his Facebook page 
that FIFA, the global governing body of soccer, 
and UEFA, Europe’s governing body of soccer, 
have threatened Ukraine with a suspension 
if they held an extraordinary meeting to 
discuss a change of the UAF’s presidency.

Pavelko is under investigation by the 
Ukrainian National Police, the State Bureau 
of Investigation, the National Anti-
Corruption Bureau of Ukraine and the 
Prosecutor’s Office over some 10 alleged 
criminal cases. He was arrested on embez-
zlement charges handed down by the Kyiv 
Pechersk Court and released on bail of 
$270,000 which was paid by the UAF. 
Pavelko continues in the post of president 
during the investigative process.

On December 19, 2022, Protasov shared 
the contents of the letter the UAF’s vice-
presidents received from soccer’s two gov-
erning bodies: “FIFA and UEFA remind that 
the Ukrainian Association should manage 
its affairs without the influence of third 

parties. Any violation of this obligation may 
lead to the suspension of the membership 
of the UAF in FIFA and UEFA in accordance 
with Article 16 of the FIFA Statute and 
Article 9 of the UEFA Statute.”

Protasov said that any attempt to con-
vene an extraordinary meeting would be 
“doomed to failure” and “catastrophic” for 
Ukrainian soccer. There were fears that the 
Security Service of Ukraine (SBU) was 
involved in the matter, as well as rumors 
that there exists a Russian sabotage plot to 
destroy Ukrainian football.

Protasov also reminded all involved that 
holding an extraordinary meeting without 
proper authorization would have no legal 
standing within the UAF. He further empha-
sized that the UAF Executive Committee did 
not have any scheduled upcoming meetings 
and only the UAF president can convene a 
meeting.

“Any attempts to organize some staged 
‘spectacles’ that will end up trying to call 
the UAF Executive Committee are doomed 
to failure and will be interpreted as gross 
and illegal interference in the activities of 
the independent public union that is the 
UAF,” Protasov wrote.

Protasov, along with UAF First Vice 
Presidents Anatoly Demianenko and Alexei 
Mikhailchenko addressed the Minister of 
Justice of Ukraine Denis Malynska to prevent 
any “catastrophic consequences” for 
Ukrainian football. Protasov said he believed 

the law, common sense and Ukrainian foot-
ball would win out in the end.

(Based on reporting by Newsweek.com)

Shakhtar enters $42 million claim

Ukrainian soccer team Shakhtar 
Donetsk’s claim for $42 million in compen-
sation from FIFA at the Court of Arbitration 
for Sport will be difficult to win. The club 
firmly believes it lost control of too many 
players last spring under FIFA’s emergency 
transfer rules due to Russia’s invasion of 

Ukraine.
On December 23, 2022, Shakhtar CEO 

Sergei Palkin told the Associated Press that 
“we will not accept that our players should 
be sold at discounts.” One day earlier, Palkin 
argued his case against FIFA in Lausanne, 
Switzerland, at the Court of Arbitration for 
Sport.

“I don’t want European clubs to use our 
situation to devalue our players,” Palkin 

Taras Rad (left), a Para Nordic skier (seated), won three gold and two bronze medals 
at the 2022 FIS Para Nordic World Cup on December 7-18, 2022, in Vuokatti, 

Finland.

Facebook.com/ParaSnowSports

Ukraine hopes to prevent soccer team ban

(Continued on page 19)
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January 12-19 Ukraine National University Hockey Team plays in the
Canton, NY Winter World University Games in New York state, 
 Ross House, www.lakeplacid2023.com

January 14 Vyshyvana Malanka New Year’s Celebration, All Saints
Carnegie, PA Camp and Kobzarska Sich, Bandura and Vocal Program, 
 Andrew Carnegie Free Library and Music Hall, 
 www.eventbrite.com

January 14 Festival of Carols, Capital Ukrainian Festival, Assumption
Ottawa of the Blessed Virgin Mary Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral,
 www.eventbrite.ca

January 15 Traditional Ukrainian Christmas Eve Dinner, Ukrainian
Lehighton, PA Homestead of CEC ODWU, 267-312-2309 or 
 www.ukrhomestead.com

January 19 Fireside Chat with Ambassador Marie Yovanovich, with
Cambridge, MA book signing of her memoir, “Lessons From the Edge,” 
 Harvard University, www.huri.harvard.edu

January 21 Requiem service and commemorative program, marking
Elkins Park, PA  Ukraine’s Freedom, Sovereignty and Unity, St. Mary’s 
 Ukrainian Cemetery, 215-962-5830

January 22 Theophany Eve dinner and concert, Ukrainian National
Jenkintown, PA Women’s League of America, Ukrainian Educational and 
 Cultural Center, 215-663-1166

January 21 Plast Newark Debutante Ball, Plast Ukrainian Scouting
Whippany, NJ Organization, Hanover Marriott, www.plastnewarkdeb.com

February 4 Ukrainian American Cotillion Ball “Chervona Kalyna,” Plast
Pearl River, NY Ukrainian Scouting Organization, Hilton Pearl River, 
 www.kalynadeb.org

February 9-10 Conference, Temerty Contemporary Ukraine Program, 
Cambridge, MA Harvard University, www.huri.harvard.edu

February 18 58th annual Debutante Ball, Ukrainian American Youth
Parsippany, NJ  Association, Sheraton Parsippany Hotel, 
 https://cym.org/us/deb-tickets/

February 18 Pre-Lenten Zapusty dinner, Ukrainian Educational and
Jenkintown, PA Cultural Center, www.ueccphila.org

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

of Saskatchewan. Coaches from those 
teams believe it is important that their 
players learn about the challenges their 
guests face in their homeland.

Canadian sportscaster and TSN 
announcer Gord Miller came up with the 
idea of the tour last August when he 
engaged in a conversation with the CEO of 
the Ukrainian Hockey Federation Olek-
sandra Slatvytska at the World Junior 
Championship. Soon thereafter, Miller 
started putting together a schedule and 
managed to procure the Canada Life Centre 
facility in Winnipeg. A huge crowd in a 
National Hockey League (NHL) arena 
should present the opportunity of a lifetime 

for the visiting Ukrainian hockey players.
Funds collected from the four games will 

be passed along to humanitarian efforts in 
Ukraine and Canada, as well as a founda-
tion that has been promoted by the Ice 
Hockey Federation of Ukraine. The founda-
tion’s goal is to support Ukrainian hockey 
players at home and abroad, train youth 
and professional teams, and restore 
Ukrainian arenas damaged by the war. 
Following the “Hockey Can’t Stop Tour” in 
Canada, the Ukrainian team will compete at 
the Winter University Games in Lake Placid.

In the meantime, goalie Serdiuk is prac-
ticing stopping pucks whenever and wher-
ever he can. For him, the tour is an escape 
from real life – though his job is to stop rub-
ber disks being fired at him at alarming 
speeds, he is nonetheless in a safe place 
surrounded by friends.

(Continued from page 17)

Ukrainian national...

continued in his phone interview with the 
AP. “That is the worst scenario.”

Foreign players who were under 
Shakhtar’s control prior to the Russian inva-
sion on February 24, 2022, went on to play 
with clubs in Brazil, England, France and 
Italy. Ironically, Ukraine’s national league 
was scheduled to resume play after their 
winter break, one day after Russia launched 
its full-scale war against Ukraine. The clubs 
avoided paying a transfer fee to Shakhtar, 
whose 2021-2022 season was canceled 
along with all soccer play in Ukraine.

FIFA permitted the players to suspend 
their contracts in Ukraine and sign new 
contracts in other countries. Originally, the 
suspended contracts were through June 
2022 (end of last season), but then they 
were extended for all of the current 2022-
2023 season.

FIFA decided that its interim rules pro-
tected clubs better than terminating all 
contracts as suggested by the FIFPRO play-
ers’ union, or to have players try to void 
contracts, requiring them to stay in 
Ukraine. These emergency rules ended up 
costing Shakhtar Donetsk tens of millions 
of dollars, having lost all of its leverage in 
the transfer market.

Palkin hinted that his club is up against 
“the biggest, most influential organization” 
in soccer at the Court of Arbitration for 
Sport. The idea of FIFA setting up a repara-
tions fund for Ukraine in its time of crisis 
was suggested.

“It will be difficult to get a positive deci-
sion,” he admitted. “But it’s important that 
our views should be heard. From my point 
of view the hearing was good.”

A verdict from the CAS judges is expect-
ed by mid-January, although it may come 
without fully written reasons explaining 
the decision. A detailed explanation could 
take several additional months to publish.

(Based on reporting by Fox Sports)

Ukraine wins 27 medals  
at Para Nordic World Cup

Twenty-one nations dispatched Para 
athletes to Vuokatti, Finland, for the 
Vuokatti FIS Para Nordic World Cup on 
December 7-18, 2022. Ukraine was capably 
represented by 25 athletes, 12 of whom 
won medals. Team Ukraine won 27 medals, 
including six gold, eight silver and 13 
bronze medals, all won in biathlon.

Top individual performers were Taras 
Rad (three gold, five total), Liudmyla 
Liashenko (one gold, two silver, two 
bronze) and Anatoliy Kovalevskyi (gold, sil-
ver, two bronze).

Other Ukrainian multi-medal winners 
included Grygoriy Vovchynskyi, Oksana 
Shyshkova and Oleksandr Aleksyk, each 
won a pair of medals.

Winning gold medals were Rad (team 
sprint sitting, 12.5-kilometer sitting and 
5-kilometer individual sprint), Liashenko 
(10-kilometer women’s individual stand-
ing), Kovalevskyi (10-kilometer individual 
vision impaired), Oleksandr Kazik 

(7.5-kilometer VI sprint) and Maksym 
Yarovyi (team sprint sitting).

WBC calls for peace

On December 22, 2022, the World 
Boxing Council (WBC) issued the following 
news release entitled ‘Pray for Peace in 
Ukraine’:

“Just when the world was recovering 
from the damage that the COVID-19 pan-
demic wrought upon everyone, on 
February 24, 2022, Russia launched an 
invasion of Ukraine. It is unacceptable that 
in 2022 our world has returned to the hor-
rors of the 1940s. So many innocent people 
are still dying, the whole country is suffer-
ing from the effects of the freezing winter 
without electricity, heating, water and food. 
Let us pray for peace in Ukraine.

“There have been many exemplary and 
heroic actions in the world, combining 
efforts to bring relief, aid and solid declara-
tions in search of peace.

“Below are some actions which have 
caught our attention. We ask everyone to 
get involved and not to remain silent in the 
face of these evil crimes that have hurt the 
whole world.

“The WBC [World Boxing Council], WBO 
[World Boxing Organization] and IBF 
[International Boxing Federation] joined 
the sports world in an urgent call to end the 
war in Ukraine with invasion of Russia.

“BGaming and WBC partnered with the 
Future Kyiv/Klitschko Foundation to pro-
vide financial support to the people of 
Ukraine with a donation of $100,000.

“The WBC donated a supply of medi-
cines.

“WBC Cares unveiled the creation of a 
special recognition called ‘Love Without 
Borders,’ an act of love and peace for those 
who have set aside political affiliations, 
nationalism or self-interest and are instead 
making humanity their priority focus.

“The WBC, in association with OPUS – 
The Luxury Book Company, launched the 
OPUS book of the organization’s biggest 
fights and a special edition of Ukraine 
which was auctioned.

“Ten-year-old contemporary artist Andres 
Valencia created a work of art to auction 
seeking to support thousands of Ukrainians 
through the Klitschko Foundation.

“A charity event was held under the aus-
pices of the Oleksandr Usyk Foundation at 
the Beverly Hills Hotel in California. During 
the event a charity auction attended by a 
group of distinguished guests was held.

“Ciro and Armand Foundation, together 
with WBC Cares in the Middle East, sup-
ported Ukrainian families on the border 
with Poland.

“At the WBC Convention, the World 
Boxing Council reaffirmed its position that 
it will not sanction any boxing match 
involving fighters from Russia or Belarus.

“Retired former world champion junior 
flyweight and flyweight boxer Alina 
Shaternikova gave an emotional presenta-
tion at the WBC Convention, defending her 
country in the midst of its devastating war. 
The Ukrainian also spoke about her active 
efforts working to rebuild houses damaged 
by the war.”

(Continued from page 18)
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rent president, Liliya Balkova, with award 
certificates for their years of outstanding 
contributions and service to the organiza-
tion.  

Following the guest greetings, Ms. 
Balkova presented a brief history, along 
with slides, of Branch 30’s activities over 
the decades, which ranged from the estab-
lishment of a nursery school (svitlychka) to 

the more recent support of Misto Dobra, a 
shelter for homeless young women and 
mothers in Chernivtsi, Ukraine, which sent 
a video of thanks that was shown during 
the event.

She then focused on the branch’s other 
activities in 2022, including a fundraiser for 
Ukrainian soldiers with a touching slide 
presentation accompanied by Myroslav 
Skoryk’s haunting “Melodiia.”   

The varied artistic program, whose 
theme was appropriately titled “Our 
Ukraine,” had a solemn quality, given the 

heart-rending times.
It began with a children’s program that 

consisted of group and solo poetic recita-
tions, songs, a piano recital and a dance and 
concluded with a group recital of the poem 
“Moia Vkraino” by Liudmyla Halay and a 
song of suffering in Ukraine. It was fol-
lowed by a lovely performance by the Daniv 
sisters who sang three songs with bandura 
accompaniment.

The Branch 30 members assembled to 
sing the poignant “Neperemozhna Ukraina” 
together with the reading of poetic verses. 

Ms. Halay read two of her own very moving 
poems on the relentless anguish in Ukraine. 
Lastly, everyone sang the song “Chervona 
Kalyna.”

At each table, decorated with Ukraine’s 
blue and yellow colors, guests enjoyed a 
buffet of canapes, borshch, salad and des-
serts prepared by members of the branch 
as well as a catered main dish. The celebra-
tion concluded with the cutting of the 35th 
anniversary cake, and a chorus of “Mnohaia 
Lita.”  Proceeds from the event will be 
donated for humanitarian aid to Ukraine.

(Continued from page 13)
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