
Orthodox Church of Ukraine holds first ever Christmas service in Pecherska Lavra
by Roman Tymotsko

LVIV – On January 7, a historic Christ
mas service was held in the Assumption 
Cathedral (Uspenskyi Sobor) on the 
grounds of the Pecherska Lavra (Monas
tery of the Caves) in Kyiv. It was the first 
time that the primate of the Orthodox 
Church of Ukraine (OCU), Metropolitan 
Epifaniy, officiated the service.

“This is the first service in 336 years of 
the Ukrainian church, which is in unity 
with the Patriarchate of Constantinople,” 
Metropolitan Epifaniy said.

About 1,000 people gathered for the ser
vice in the Assumption Cathedral, which 
was completely packed with Ukrainians 
who wanted to witness the historic event 
firsthand.

For those who could not fit inside, a 
screen was installed on the street where 
the service was broadcast. Despite the 
10degree Celsius (14degree Fahrenheit) 
frost, many people came to the Cathedral.

They watched and took part in the first

ever liturgy of the OCU held on the grounds 
of the Pecherska Lavra in Kyiv. Previously, 
the Assumption Cathedral, the main cathe
dral of the 11thcentury Pecherska Lavra 
complex, was used for religious services 
only by the Orthodox Church of Ukraine – 
Moscow Patriarchate.

The service took place under increased 
security measures that were implemented 
around the Lavra. Around 3,000 police offi
cers were present in and around the 
church. Multiple soldiers also attended the 
Divine Liturgy

At the end of the service, Metropolitan 
Epifaniy prayed for the victory of Ukraine 
and the liberation of Ukrainian land from 
Russia. He said Christmas moves people to 
fight against evil, sin and darkness.

“These considerations especially echo in 
our hearts at the time of the most difficult 
trials of the war, which our Ukrainian peo
ple are going through,” he said.

Ukraine did not want or start the war, 
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RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service

Ukrainian officials say Russian forces 
launched new assaults in eastern Ukraine 
on January 9, hitting communities with 
constant shelling that killed civilians and 
destroyed homes even in towns that have 
been completely evacuated.

Serhiy Hayday, the regional governor in 
Ukraine’s Luhansk region, said heavy fight
ing continued in the region from both the 
Kharkiv direction to the northwest and the 
Donetsk direction to the southwest.

The town of Bilohorivka west of 
Lysychansk was constantly being attacked 
and shelled, Mr. Hayday said, adding that 
Ukrainian forces have improved their posi
tions there slightly and are “firmly holding.”

Russian forces are constantly shelling 
even deoccupied settlements, Mr. Hayday 
claimed. In the town of Novoselivka, 
Russian forces did not leave a single house 
intact, giving the impression that they were 
“deliberately shooting every house so that 
no one would be left alive,” he said.

Mr. Hayday said there were 146 civilians 
in Novoselivska, and Russian troops know 
they are present but still continue shelling 
the settlement.

“Unfortunately, there are tragic cases. A 
few hours ago, as a result of such hostile 
shelling, two local residents were wounded 
and two died,” he said on January 9.

Ukraine’s presidential office reported 
earlier that at least three civilians were 

killed and 12 others were wounded over 
the previous 24 hours.

In the direction of Kreminna, a city 
about 10 kilometers north of Bilohorivka, 
Mr. Hayday said Russian troops were con
stantly raising new reserve units.

“But the positions of our military are 
strong enough [and] manage to deoccupy 
the territories of [the] Luhansk region in 
the direction of Kreminna little by little,” 
Mr. Hayday added.

The claims could not be independently 
verified.

Ukrainian officials also reported ongoing 
and powerful attacks by Russian forces on 
the key eastern town of Soledar.

Ukrainian Deputy Defense Minister 
Hanna Malyar said after an unsuccessful 
attempt to capture it  the enemy 
“regrouped, changed tactics and launched a 
new, fierce attack.”

Mainly members of the Russian merce
nary group Wagner were involved, she said 
on Telegram.

“The enemy literally step over the corps
es of their own soldiers, using massed artil
lery, MLRS systems, and mortars,” Ms. 
Malyar said, referring to multiplelaunch 
rocket systems and describing the attack
ers as drawn from the best reserves of the 
Wagner group, which was founded by 
Yevgeny Prigozhin, an ally of Russian 
President Vladimir Putin.

Shelling in Ukraine’s eastern Luhansk  
region constant, says Ukrainian official

Kyiv says Russian claim of control over salt mining town untrue

(Continued on page 3)

RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service

Russia’s assault on the saltmining town 
of Soledar in Ukraine’s eastern Donetsk 
region continued despite earlier Russian 
claims that the city had been captured.

Over the course of recent nights, Russian 

forces used artillery, rockets and aircraft to 
pummel the city, which is a northeastern 
suburb of the strategic city of Bakhmut, 
which could be vulnerable to capture if 
Soledar is taken.

Ukraine says Donetsk line ‘holding’ 
as fighting rages in Soledar

(Continued on page 4)

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy (right) met with Polish President Andrzej 
Duda (center) and Lithuanian President Gitanas Nauseda (left) in Lviv on January 
11. Mr. Zelenskyy said in his daily video address that “the Donetsk line is holding” 

even though Soledar had been “almost completely destroyed by the invaders.”

Office of the President of Ukraine

On January 7, a historic Christmas service was held in the Assumption Cathedral 
(Uspenskyi Sobor) on the grounds of the Pecherska Lavra (Monastery of the Caves) 
in Kyiv. It was the first time that the primate of the Orthodox Church of Ukraine 

(OCU), Metropolitan Epifaniy, officiated the service.

Press service of the Orthodox Church of Ukraine

(Continued on page 11)
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New Russian top commander in Ukraine

Russia has again replaced the command
er of its forces in Ukraine in a reshuffle 
announced by Defense Minister Sergei 
Shoigu, who appointed Chief of the General 
Staff Valery Gerasimov to oversee the inva
sion. The Defense Ministry said in a state
ment on January 11 that Mr. Shoigu named 
Mr. Gerasimov as commander of the com
bined forces for what Moscow calls its “spe
cial military operation.” Mr. Gerasimov 
replaces Sergei Surovikin, who was 
appointed to the post on October 8 in the 
first official announcement of a single over
all commander for all Russian forces fight
ing in the ongoing invasion, which Moscow 
launched on February 24. Within days of 
Mr. Surovikin being named to oversee the 
invasion, Russia began striking Ukraine’s 
energy infrastructure. The first such blow 
was inflicted on October 10, and the most 
recent significant attack on infrastructure 
was on December 31. Mr. Surovikin was 
also in charge when Russian forces with
drew from the southern regional capital of 
Kherson in November in a battlefield set
back for Moscow. In the leadership reshuf
fle announced on January 11, Mr. Surovikin 
will become one of three deputies under 
Mr. Gerasimov, the ministry said. He 
remains commander of the air force. The 
other two deputies are army Gen. Oleg 
Salyukov, who will serve as commander of 
the ground forces, and Col. Gen. Aleksei 
Kim, deputy chief of the General Staff. “The 
increase in the level of leadership of the 
special operation is linked to the expansion 
of the scale of the tasks at hand and the 
need to organize closer interaction 
between troops,” the ministry said. Russian 
forces are currently engaged in intense bat
tles around the town of Soledar in eastern 
Ukraine. Ukraine’s Defense Ministry has 
said Russian forces, including those of the 
mercenary Wagner group, have suffered 
“colossal losses” in trying to capture 
Soledar. Mr. Gerasimov has faced sharp crit
icism from prowar military bloggers for 
Russia’s multiple setbacks on the battlefield 
and failure to secure victory in a campaign 
the Kremlin had expected to be over quick
ly. (RFE/RL’s Russian Service, with report
ing by Reuters and AFP)

Poland is ready to give Ukraine Leopard tanks

Poland is ready to send Leopard tanks to 
Ukraine as part of a coalition, Polish 
President Andrzej Duda announced on 
January 11 after meeting with Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy and 
Lithuanian President Gitanas Nauseda in 
the western Ukrainian city of Lviv. Kyiv has 
been requesting heavy military vehicles, 
such as the Germanmade Leopard 2, a 
tank that Ukraine says is critical for the 
land battle in the Donbas region. Warsaw is 
willing to deliver Leopard tanks “within the 
framework of an international coalition,” 
Mr. Duda said at a joint news conference 
after a meeting of the heads of state of the 
Lublin Triangle regional forum. “We made a 
decision to transfer such support to 
Ukraine from Poland. A company of 
Leopard tanks will be provided as part of 
the coalition,” Mr. Duda said. “It is neces
sary to obtain official consent and build an 
international coalition. We decided to form 
it. The first Leopard group, together with 
other types of tanks, will hopefully be pro
vided by other countries very soon to 
strengthen Ukraine’s defense capabilities.” 
Mr. Zelenskyy applauded the move but said 
he was expecting “a common decision” 
involving other countries willing to send 
the advanced Leopard battle tanks. “One 
state alone cannot help us,” he said. “I think 
today there will be a positive [decision] 
from another state to supply us with mod
ern Westernstyle tanks,” Mr. Zelenskyy 
added without naming the country. 
German Chancellor Olaf Scholz said on 
January 9 that he remained convinced of 
the need to coordinate weapons deliveries 
to Ukraine with allies. A German govern
ment spokesman said on January 11 that it 
was not aware of any requests from its 
allies to send Leopard battle tanks to 
Ukraine, according to Reuters. German 
Foreign Affairs Minister Annalena 
Baerbock during a visit to the Ukrainian 
city of Kharkiv on January 10 promised 
that Germany would send more weapons 
to Ukraine, but she did not specify which 
ones. Berlin last week pledged to send 
infantry fighting vehicles that Ukraine had 

(Continued on page 10)

 NEWS ANALYSIS

by Paul Goble
Eurasia Daily Monitor

In the months since Russian President 
Vladimir Putin launched his expanded inva
sion of Ukraine in February 2022, fires and 
explosions have occurred at a minimum of 
72 military facilities within Russia – includ
ing 44 draft offices and 28 bases. A vast 
number of other fires and explosions have 
broken out at shopping centers – at least 20 
– other businesses, apartment blocks and 
agricultural facilities (Vertska.media, 
December 29, 2022). Some of these attacks, 
especially those against draft offices, are 
undoubtedly the work of Russians opposed 
to the war; and others, such as the attacks 
on the two air bases at the end of 
December 2022, do indeed appear to be 
the work of Ukrainian forces (Meduza, 
December 26, 2022).

But given the Russian propensity to 
blame outside conspirators for their prob
lems, the product of a poor information 
environment, and particularly at a time 
when Moscow propagandists are whipping 
up antiUkrainian attitudes and when Kyiv 
officials openly declare that Ukrainian forc
es plan to strike “ever deeper” into Russia 
(Meduza, January 4), many Russians 
remain inclined to blame everything on 
Ukraine. And they are doing so even though 
many Russian observers are now pointing 
out that the overwhelming majority of 
these “technogenic disasters” – to use the 
Russian government’s term – have other 
causes, including aging infrastructure with

out adequate fire control protections, a 
sharp reduction in government inspections 
of buildings in recent years and even arson, 
as Russian owners torch their properties to 
collect insurance.

If the fires at draft offices are almost cer
tainly the work of Russians opposed to the 
war rather than some Ukrainian “fifth col
umn,” and if the explosions at Russian mili
tary bases are likely the result of Ukrainian 
attacks (though not necessarily given the 
history of explosions at such facilities 
caused by technical breakdowns and mis
management), the recent spate of fires and 
explosions at civilian facilities, such as 
shopping centers and housing blocks, are 
most likely the result of other factors, as 
Russian commentators are pointing out. 
Similar to any large country, Russia has suf
fered from such disasters long before Putin 
decided to invade Ukraine, though even 
then, some Russians were inclined to 
blame foreign conspirators for the destruc
tion and conclude that the authorities were 
hiding the facts lest their revelations 
undermine public confidence in the powers 
that be (Rosbalt, December 31, 2017; 
Odnarodyna.org, August 3, 2021).

Yet, by taking recent steps, the Putin 
regime has exacerbated this longstanding 
pattern. On the one hand, these measures 
have opened the way for even more disas
ters by reducing inspection regimes that 
had limited such problems in the past 
(Rosbalt, December 31, 2017; see Eurasia 

by Pavel K. Baev
Eurasia Daily Monitor

It was a striking image for a traditional 
season of joy and hope: Russian President 
Vladimir Putin attending the Orthodox 
Christmas service all alone in one of the 
Kremlin’s cathedrals. This loneliness stands 
in contrast with his persistent attempts to 
show himself actively engaging with subor
dinates, particularly servicemen – for 
example, during his visit to the Southern 
Military District’s headquarters on 
December 31, 2022 (Kremlin.ru, December 
31). These staged performances cannot 
hide, however, the continuing pattern of 
Putin’s extreme selfisolation set from the 
start of the COVID19 epidemic, when 
every person coming close to Putin has had 
to undergo numerous tests and quaran
tines. Dmitry Peskov, Putin’s longserving 
press secretary, explained that his boss’ 
health is a matter of state security; there
fore, all extraordinary precautions will 
remain in place (RBC, December 30). The 
Russian president’s fears, nonetheless, 
compromise his ability to execute the 
affairs of state, as nothing of importance 
can be decided without his word.

This aloof but pretentious leadership 
style manifests itself particularly in the 
incompetent and calamitous command of 
Russia’s war against Ukraine, which Putin 
has tried to turn into a stalemate of attri
tion, as all his previous strategic designs 
have failed (Carnegie Politika, December 
15). His New Year’s address to the country 

was supposed to be uplifting and a rally cry, 
but it coincided with a Ukrainian missile 
strike that caused hundreds of casualties 
among the recently mobilized Russian 
troops crammed into a school building con
verted into barracks. Even warmongering 
“patriotic” bloggers were outraged 
(Topwar.ru, January 5).

For Orthodox Christmas, Putin tried to 
announce a ceasefire, which was so blatant
ly fake that Kyiv’s rejection did not disap
point even those who have heavily advocat
ed for peace, including Turkish President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan (Kommersant, 
January 4). The only real effect from Putin’s 
initiative was the highlighting of a deep cri
sis within the Russian Orthodox Church led 
by Patriarch Kirill, who has approved the 
invasion into Ukraine and duly destroyed 
his own authority among the Ukrainian 
Orthodox churches (Novayagazeta.eu, 
January 6).

Putin’s fraudulent ceasefire also con
firmed that Russian troops desperately 
needed a break from the highintensity 
trench warfare that has resulted not only in 
heavy casualties but also in deepening 
demoralization on the Russian side 
(Svoboda, January 6). A new surge in mobi
lization increasingly appears necessary for 
restoring the capacity for holding the 
unsteady defensive lines and sustaining the 
costly offensive effort in the battle for 
Bakhmut (Meduza, January 4; Republic.ru, 
January 6). The problem of training and 

Ukraine is not behind recent spate of fires  
and explosions at Russian civilian facilities

Putin’s lonely Christmas  
amid his hopeless war
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What’s all this new Western weaponry being sent (or not sent) to Ukraine?
by Robert Coalson

RFE/RL

In a flurry of announcements, some of Ukraine’s major 
Western allies pledged to send advanced armored combat 
vehicles to help Kyiv in its fight against Russia’s invasion.

Both the United States and Germany said they would 
provide new powerful weapons to Kyiv: 50 M2 Bradley 
fighting vehicles from Washington and 40 Marder infantry 
fighting vehicles from Berlin.

The January 5 announcement came a day after France 
made a similar pledge to send new weapons – AMX10 RC 
armored reconnaissance vehicles – in a development that 
marks a clear escalation of Western military support.

Washington was expected to reveal details of its latest 
militaryaid package on January 6.

While representing a significant upgrade in military aid, 
the Bradley vehicles are not atop Kyiv’s main wishlist, 
which include main battle tanks, such as the U.S.made M1 
Abrams or the German Leopard.

“There is no rational reason why Ukraine has not yet 
been supplied with Western tanks,” Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said in a video address on January 4.

The developments come as Europe’s largest military 
conflict since World War II approaches its first anniversary 
on February 24. Intense fighting continues in the eastern 
and southern regions of Ukraine, with Moscow regularly 
carrying out missile and drone strikes targeting the coun
try’s civilian energy infrastructure and causing regular cut
offs of electricity, heating and water across the country.

Ukrainian officials have also been warning that Moscow 
could be planning a major offensive in the coming weeks.

But what exactly is the West providing now, and are its 
infantry fighting vehicles a step toward providing the 
heavy armor that Kyiv craves?

Tank killers

The Bradley has been the workhorse of the U.S. military 
since the 1980s. The vehicle destroyed more enemy tanks 
in combat in Iraq than the Abrams tank, according to 
Militarytoday.com.

“The Brad ... is NOT a tank,” wrote retired U.S. Lt. Gen. 
Mark Hertling on Twitter,” but it can be a tank killer … and 
a troop carrier.”

Bradleys can provide “support of both offensive and 
defensive operations, providing a level of firepower and 
armor that will bring advantages on the battlefield as 
Ukraine continues to defend their homeland,” Pentagon 
spokesman Brig. Gen. Pat Ryder said on January 5.

Germany’s Marder, meanwhile, is also considered an 
effective antitank weapon, according to experts, supporting 

an antitank missile system called the MILAN, in addition to 
a 20millimeter cannon.

The French vehicles, sometimes classified as a “light 
tank,” are highly mobile vehicles – with wheels, not treads – 
that are built around a turretmounted 105milimeter gun.

Mr. Hertling described the French AMX10 RC as a “tank 
killer,” adding that it is “a great piece of kit.” The vehicle is 
also often described as a tank “hunter.”

“These are also lowmaintenance, highmileage, easy to 
support and great crosscountry on any kind of terrain,” he 
added.

The West has already sent tens of billions of dollars of 
weaponry and military equipment to Ukraine dating back 
to before the February 24 invasion.

Over the summer, Washington, which alone has sent $20 
billion in equipment since the invasion, took a leap forward 
in its armaments when it shipped sophisticated longrange 
artillery systems called HIMARS to Ukraine. HIMARS are 
widely believed to have played a decisive role in Ukraine’s 
counteroffensives in Kharkiv and Kherson.

Still, Ukraine has been asking for more, including heavy 
tanks to go headtohead with Russia’s own formidable 
tanks, which have played a significant part in its invasion 
force since the beginning. The workhorse of Russia’s 
armored personnel carrier fleet has long been the BMP3.

Before the invasion, Ukraine’s own armored vehicle 
arsenal numbered around 6,500 tanks, according to official 
statements, plus around 7,000 combat vehicles. The over
whelming majority of that was aging, Sovietera equip
ment, sometimes in dubious states of disrepair.

In the past 10 months, Ukraine has also received more 
than 230 Sovietera tanks from the Czech Republic and 
Poland.

Ukraine’s military claims to have destroyed over 3,000 
of Russia’s tanks. And the independent Dutch research 
group Oryx, which keeps a running total of documented 
incidents of Russian military equipment knocked out of 
commission, puts the figure at about 1,600 tanks.

In addition to directly confronting that threat, experts 
said the Western infantry fighting vehicles will give 
Ukrainian ground troops relatively safe and speedy mobili
ty. The vehicles are intended to enable infantry to keep up 
with and support armored attacks by heavy tanks.

While the new equipment does not answer Kyiv’s pleas 
for tanks, it could pave the way for such a move in the 
future by giving Ukraine’s military the tools needed to sup
port its own tank fleets and deploy them more effectively.

‘The time for taboos has passed’

Despite this clear escalation of military assistance, the 
West remains reluctant to provide the heavy tanks for 

which Kyiv has been clamoring. Kyiv has also been asking 
for advanced fighter jets, like the U.S. F16.

“Disappointing signals from Germany while Ukraine 
needs Leopards and Marders now,” Ukrainian Foreign 
Affairs Minister Dmytro Kuleba posted on Twitter in 
September, before the Marder package materialized. “Not a 
single rational argument on why these weapons cannot be 
supplied, only abstract fears and excuses. What is Berlin 
afraid of that Kyiv is not?”

In a post on Facebook after the announ cement of the 
Bradleys and Marders, Mr. Kuleba hailed the breakthrough 
and seemed to continue pressing for tanks.

“The time for taboos on weapons has passed,” he wrote. 
“We are entering the decisive phase. There can only be one 
goal: Ukraine’s victory.”

During Mr. Zelenskyy’s visit to Washington in December, 
U.S. President Joe Biden expressed fear that providing 
advanced tanks and longrange weaponry could break the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization’s (NATO) unity in sup
porting Ukraine.

“They are not looking to go to war with Russia,” Mr. 
Biden said of NATO members. The United Kingdom, which 
has been among the most generous Western providers of 
lethal assistance, has also balked when it comes to tanks.

German Defense Minister Christine Lambrecht struck a 
similar note in September.

“We have reached an understanding with our partners 
that Germany won’t go it alone,” she said.

However, German Foreign Affairs Minister Annalena 
Baerbock hinted at a softer position in September.

“We have to decide this together. … But the decisive 
phase in Ukraine is right now and I don’t think it’s a deci
sion that should be delayed too long,” she told Frankfurter 
Allgemeine Zeitung.

In addition, U.S. defense officials have said Ukraine 
already has enough tanks. Moreover, the Abrams, they say, 
is a difficult machine to operate and maintain.

“I think it is really a question of sustainability,” The 
Economist Defense Editor Shashank Joshi said in an inter
view with France 24 television.

“New tanks use an awful lot of fuel – Abrams in particu
lar are extremely fuel hungry,” he added. “Maintenance 
takes a lot of effort, while spare parts are in huge demand. 
… So practical concerns are at the forefront of U.S. calcula
tions here.”

Copyright 2023, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted with the permis-
sion of Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut 
Ave. NW, Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see https://
www.rferl.org/a/marders-leopards-abrams-bradleys-west-
ern-weaponry-ukraine/32212668.html).

The Defense Ministry said earlier Russian forces “suf
fered significant losses” in the fighting “and once again 
retreated.”

“The enemy again made a desperate attempt to storm 
the city of Soledar from different directions and threw the 
most professional Wagner units into battle,” the ministry 
said in a post on Telegram.

This claim also could not be independently verified.
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelens kyy said earlier 

the situation was difficult in Soledar and nearby Bakhmut 
but that the Ukrainian army still controls both towns.

The Russian Defense Ministry did not mention either 
Soledar or Bakhmut in a regular media briefing on January 
9. The ministry’s comments focused on an alleged attack 
on a vocational school in Krama torsk that it said killed 
scores of Ukrainian troops on January 7. But AP reporters 
who visited the scene could find no evidence of a major 
attack and local officials told them that no troops had been 
killed there.

Bakhmut and Soledar lie in the Donetsk region in east
ern Ukraine, which Putin claims to have annexed. Full con
trol of it and the neighboring Luhansk region, the socalled 
Donbas, is Putin’s main priority at this stage in the war, 
analysts have said.

Russia’s invasion, which is now in its 11th month, has 
caused the largest wave of refugees since World War II, the 
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees reported on January 8.

“More than 7.9 million people have left the country and 

another 5.9 million are internally displaced,” said 
Katharina Lump, UNHCR representative in Germany.

The total number of refugees and internally displaced 
persons of nearly 14 million is more than a third of the 
country’s total population of approximately 41 million.

Earlier, Russia launched a new round of missile strikes 
against Ukraine a day after Orthodox Christmas.

Russian forces fired on several locations on January 8, 
according to Ukrainian authorities, including the city of 
Zaporizhia, villages in the Dnipropetrovsk region, as well 
as Kramatorsk and Kostyantynivka in the Donbas. A few 
people were reported killed, Ukrainian officials said.

In the southern region of Kherson, the military governor 
accused Moscow of using incendiary ammunition in bom
barding part of the city.

The Russian shelling of Ukrainian cities began after mid
night following the conclusion of Julian Calendar Christmas 
on January 7 which Russians and many Ukrainians observe.

Ms. Malyar said that Russian forces had made some 
progress in Soledar, a Donetsk town about 20 kilometers 
northeast of Bakhmut, where the most intense fighting is 
taking place.

She said that Russia had concentrated “considerable 
efforts” in Soledar in order to reach the borders of the 
Donetsk region or to just capture some territory for propa
ganda purposes.

“It is very difficult in Soledar now,” she wrote on 
Telegram.

Kyiv claims that Moscow is preparing for another major 
offensive in the coming weeks.

Ukraine has been able to stop the Russian invasion and 
recapture some previously seized territory with the help of 
Western military aid.

The United States and its North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO) allies announ ced new military provi
sions last week to Ukraine but Kyiv says it still needs more.

In a major policy shift, German Chan cellor Olaf Scholz 
said that Berlin would provide about 40 infantry fighting 
vehicles and a Patriot missile battery after months of drag
ging its feet.

However, Berlin declined for the time being to supply 
Leopard heavy battle tanks, which Ukraine says is critical 
for the land battle in the Donbas.

Condoleezza Rice, the U.S. secretary of state from 2005 
to 2009, and Robert Gates, the secretary of defense from 
2006 to 2011, urged the West to approve a “dramatic 
increase in military supplies and capability” to Ukraine to 
stop any new Russian offensive and push Putin’s troops out 
of the country.

The two former officials warned in a January 7 article in 
The Washington Post that time was on Russia’s side in the 
war. Western unity and Ukraine’s economy were at serious 
risk of breaking the longer the fighting continued, they 
said.

Ms. Rice and Mr. Gates urged NATO members to supply 
Ukraine with longerrange missiles, advanced drones, 
greater ammunition stocks and more reconnaissance and 
surveillance systems within “weeks, not months.”

(With reporting by Reuters and dpa)

Copyright 2023, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted with the permission of 
Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see https://www.rferl.
org/a/ukraine-russia-strikes-bakhmut-donbas-constant-
attacks/32215218.html and https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-
russia-fighting-donbas/32214480.html)

(Continued from page 1)
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U.S. Committee for Holodomor Genocide Awareness promotes Holodomor education
by Doris Duzyj

WARREN, Mich. – A presentation on the 
Holodomor was held for middle school stu
dents at Immaculate Conception Ukrainian 
Catholic Grade School in Warren, Mich., on 
November 16, 2022.

The event, “Bullies, Past and Present,” 
incorporated lessons about bullying with 
Stalin’s treatment of Ukrainians during the 
forced famine genocide that took place in 
19321933, which is known as the Holo
domor.

Students were addressed in both English 
and Ukrainian due to the presence of 
numerous children who recently immigrat
ed from Ukraine.

Students learned about the Holodomor 
from illustrations in the newly published 
graphic novels commissioned by the Dallas 
Holocaust and Human Rights Museum, 
“Ten Stages of Genocide.” Each stage of 
genocide (preparation, symbolization, 
dehumanization, denial, etc.) is described 
in mini graphic novels using genocides 
which occurred throughout history.

Dr. Gregory Stanton, president of 
Genocide Watch, developed the 10 stages of 
genocide, which explains the different stag
es that lead to genocide.

The Holodomor was illustrated and 
described in the volume entitled “Empty 
Baskets, Preparation and the Holodomor,” 
written and illustrated by Edward Jacobs 
and Teddy Goldenberg.

Doris Duzyj, the education chair of the 
Ukrainian American Holodomor Commit
tee of Michigan, developed a presentation 

for the event, but she was ill and could not 
present her work.

As a result, Dr. Olena Danylyuk, a mem
ber of the Ukrainian American Holodomor 
Committee of Michigan, delivered the pre
sentation in both English and Ukrainian.

Students were engaged in a question
andanswer session where the current war 
in Ukraine was also discussed. Students 
each received a Candle of Remembrance to 
commemorate the victims of the Holodo
mor and to pray for the current soldiers in 
Ukraine.

On December 1 to 3, 2022, an inperson 
conference was held at the Pennsylvania 
Convention Center in downtown Philadel

phia that was attended by 3,500 teachers.
That conference, organized and hosted 

by the National Council of Social Studies 
gives thousands of educators throughout 
the United States an opportunity to gather 
and discuss various issues relevant to their 
field. Due to the COVID19 pandemic, con
ferences were held in a virtual format for 
the past two years.

But on December 2, Ms. Duzyj, curricu
lum chair for the U.S. Committee for 
Holodomor Genocide Awareness, present
ed a session at this year’s conference on 
“The Continued Martyrdom of Ukraine: 
Historical Perspectives of Oppression.”

That presentation covered a history of 
Ukraine, including the periods of domina
tion by the Ottoman, AustroHungarian 
empires and Nazi Germany.

An indepth look at the Holodomor and 
its subsequent (and continued) denial was 
discussed. The 10 stages of genocide were 
presented, and parallels were drawn with 
the current war in Ukraine.

The questionandanswer session pro
duced many questions by young teachers 
about Ukraine and the impact the current 
war has had in their classrooms.

The U.S. Committee for Holodomor 
Genocide Awareness also had a vendor 
booth in the massive exhibition hall that 
was organized and manned by Oksana 
Kulynych of Yonkers, N.Y.

Many contacts were made at the confer
ence as educators expressed their interest 
in teaching about and spreading awareness 
of historic genocides.

Ms. Kulynych, chair of the national 

Holodomor Student Competition for high 
school students, also discussed the compe
tition, which will give students an opportu
nity to win cash prizes by submitting a 
project on the Holodomor. The deadline for 
submissions is April 7.

Announcements about the competition 
have been sent to education and social 

Doris Duzyj

Courtesy of Doris Duzyj

A graphic novel, entitled “Empty Bas
kets, Preparation and the Holodomor,” 
written and illustrated by Edward 
Jacobs and Teddy Goldenberg, addresses 

the topic of the Holodomor.

Courtesy of Doris Duzyj

“The fiercest and heaviest fighting is 
continuing today in the area of Soledar,” 
Ukrainian Deputy Defense Minister Hanna 
Malyar said on January 12.

“Despite the difficult situation, Ukrainian 
soldiers are fighting doggedly,” she added.

Satellite imagery of Soledar released by 
Maxar Technologies on January 11 showed 
a city devastated by weeks of intense fight
ing.

Russiainstalled occupation officials in 
Ukraine’s Donetsk region said that “pockets 
of resistance” remain within the city, while a 
Russian Defense Ministry official in Moscow 
claimed the offensive in the Donetsk region 
was proceeding “successfully.”

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelens
kyy said in his daily video address that “the 
Donetsk line is holding” even though 
Soledar had been “almost completely 
destroyed by the invaders.”

In a separate statement, the General Staff 
of the Ukrainian Armed Forces also said 
fighting has continued in the town. The 
statement said that, in order to bring the 
entire Donetsk region under its control, the 
Russian military is attempting both to 
attack nearby Bakhmut and to disrupt sup
ply routes to Soledar.

Earlier, the Kremlinconnected business
man Yevgeny Prigozhin, who heads the 
ostensibly private Russian mercenary group 
Wagner, said his forces had captured the city.

The Kremlin, however, urged caution, 
saying that while there had been a “positive 
dynamic in advances,” there should be no 
rush to declare victory and instead wait for 
“official information” on the situation.

RFE/RL could not independently verify 
any of the assertions.

Also over the course of a recent night, 
the Russian military reportedly shelled the 
southern city of Zaporizhia, local Ukrainian 

officials reported.
The shelling, shortly after 3 a.m. local 

time, damaged some infrastructure but no 
casualties were reported, city council offi
cial Anatoliy Kurtev said.

Ukraine’s electricity provider, Ukr
enerho, reported blackouts in nine regions 
across the country on January 12.

Since October, Russia has been carrying 
out air strikes across Ukraine targeting the 
electrical grid and other civilian infrastruc
ture and causing disruptions in electricity, 
water and heat supplies.

Earlier on January 11, Moscow 
announced a reorganization of its military 
command, placing Chief of the General Staff 
Valery Gerasimov in charge of the war in 
Ukraine, which the Kremlin calls a “special 
military operation.” Mr. Gerasimov replaces 
Gen. Sergei Surovikin, who was named Mr. 
Gerasimov’s deputy. Mr. Surovikin was 
made overall commander of the war just 
three months ago.

In an assessment issued on January 11, 
the U.S.based Institute for the Study of War 
claimed Russia is suffering from “munitions 
shortages” that “hinder the ability of Russian 
forces to sustain offensive operations.”

“Russian sources are increasingly … 
acknowledging that Russia’s ammunition 
and supply shortages are decisively imped
ing the ability of Russian forces to advance,” 
the assessment stated.

In Moscow, a deputy in the State Duma – 
the lower house of Russia’s parliament – 
said lawmakers planned to raise the upper 
age for the military draft to 30 years old in 
order to boost the number of Russian 
troops by 30 percent.

Andrei Kartapolov, chairman of the 
Duma’s Defense Committee, said the lower 
age limit, which currently stands at 18, 
would be raised to 21 after a “transition 
period” of one to three years.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said 
President Vladimir Putin “conceptually 
supported” the idea of raising the draft age.

Meanwhile, the Ukrainian military and 
Mr. Zelenskyy said claims by Russia’s 
Wagner group that Russian forces had 
taken the eastern town of Soledar were 
false and fighting continued in the town.

“The terrorist state and its propagan
dists are trying to pretend that part of our 
town of Soledar ... is some sort of Russian 
possession,” Mr. Zelenskyy said in a video 
address on January 11.

“But fighting continues. The Donetsk 
theater of operations is holding,” Mr. 
Zelenskyy said.

The General Staff said earlier that the 
Russians were suffering heavy losses as 
they tried to take the saltmining town.

Mr. Prigozhin said on January 11 that his 
forces had taken control of the Soledar.

“I want to confirm the complete libera
tion and cleansing of the territory of 
Soledar from units of the Ukrainian army. ... 
Ukrainian units that did not want to surren
der were destroyed,” he said in a statement.

Wagner forces “killed about 500 people,” 
he said, adding that Soledar is littered with 
the corpses of Ukrainian soldiers.

Ukraine had earlier denied claims by the 
private Russian military group that it had 
taken control of the town.

“The town is not under the control of the 
Russian Federation. There are fierce battles 
going on now,” Serhiy Cherevatiy, the 
spokesman for the eastern military com
mand, said on Ukrainian television.

“There is a complicated situation there. ... 
The intensity of battles near Bakhmut can 
be compared with World War II,” he added.

Regional Gov. Pavlo Kyrylenko said that 
559 civilians, including 15 children, 
remained in Soledar. These people had no 
desire to leave before the town was closed 
due to active fighting, he said on Ukrainian 
television.

Fewer than 8,000 people remain in 
Bakhmut, but evacuation is still possible, he 
said.

Ukraine’s Defense Ministry earlier on 

January 11 cited “colossal losses” by 
Russian forces trying to capture the Soledar 
in a sustained offensive that the ministry 
described as “maniacal” as the communi
ty’s fate hangs in the balance.

The Russian Defense Ministry noted that 
paratroopers had blockaded areas north 
and south of Soledar, but added that fight
ing was ongoing inside the town.

Mr. Peskov said there was a “positive 
dynamic in advances,” but quickly added: 
“Let’s not rush [to declare victory]; let’s 
wait for official statements.”

The Ukrainian General Staff claimed on 
January 11 that Russia had lost around 490 
soldiers the previous day. It said those casu
alties raised its estimated death toll on the 
Russian side to nearly 113,000 troops.

Each side in the conflict has classified its 
casualty figures, and RFE/RL cannot cor
roborate accounts by either side of battle
field developments in the areas of the 
heaviest fighting.

Capturing Soledar and its salt mines 
would have symbolic, military and com
mercial value for Russia and would be 
Moscow’s most substantial gain in months.

The Ukrainian General Staff said early on 
January 11 that its troops had fought off 
Russian attacks in three eastern regions.

It also reminded Ukrainians across the 
country to be alert for possible longdis
tance air strikes, although the pace of such 
Russian bombing of civilian and infrastruc
ture targets has eased since the massive 
bombardments at the end of December and 
early January.

(With reporting by Reuters)

Copyright 2023, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-russia-
donetsk-fighting-soledar/32220061.html 
and https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-sole-
dar-russia-losses/32218438.html).

(Continued from page 1)

Ukraine says...

(Continued on page 6)
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Two American women use unique approach to develop Holodomor education project
by Oksana Piaseckyj

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. – As Ukrainians 
around the world commemorated the vic
tims of the Holodomor in November, two 
American women joined the cause by cre
ating a project to help raise awareness of 
the 19321933 famine in Ukraine that 
killed millions of people.

That project, called Two Regimes, was 
the brainchild of Mimi Shaw and Kelly 
Bowen, two women who are not Ukrainian 
or of Ukrainian descent, but who were pre
sented with an opportunity to promote 
public awareness of the Holodomor 
through art.

Discovering discarded paintings and a 
diary at an estate sale in 2002, Ms. Shaw 
instinctively realized that these were trea
sures that had to be salvaged. Those paint
ings, she realized, tell the remarkable story 
of the journey of a Ukrainian family from 
Mariupol that lived through the Holodomor 
and Holocaust.

Together with Ms. Bowen, her friend and 
now curator of the exhibit, Ms. Shaw 
sought help from various organizations and 
institutions to bring the paintings by Nadia 
Werbitzka and the diary by Teodora 
Verbitskaya, which documented her moth
er’s memory of the events of that time, to 
the attention of educators of the 
Holodomor and Holocaust.

Ms. Webitzka’s poignant paintings 
adorned the walls of the U.S. Capitol 
Rotunda and served as the background for 
a special program on November 7 that was 
organized by the directors of the Two 
Regimes project and cosponsored by the 
Ukrainian community of Tallahassee, Fla.

The event sought to bring attention to 

Joseph Stalin’s brutal destruction of the 
Ukrainian nation in 19321933, and to 
compare it to the genocide taking place in 
Ukraine today as a result of Russia’s brutal 
fullscale war on the country.

Representatives of local media organiza
tions listened to a presentation from vari
ous speakers, each one bringing their own 
perspective to the occasion, while Doug 
Darlington of Winding Road Films filmed 
the program for future viewing. 

Among the speakers at the event were 
Michael Sawkiw, Jr., chairman of the U.S. 
Committee for Ukrainian Holodomor
Genocide Awareness,  and Oksana 
Piaseckyj, a member of the south Florida 
chapter of the same organization.

Superintendent of Leon County, Fla., 
Schools Rocky Hanna and Eric Clark, the 

executive director of the Foundation for 
Leon County Schools, spoke about their 
strong support of the project and why they 
believe Two Regimes can be an effective 
teaching tool on genocides in public schools.

Rabbi Michael Shields, president of the 
Capitol City Justice Ministry, spoke of the 
atrocities committed during both tragedies. 
Lucianne Vanilar, daughter and grand
daughter of the artist and author, respec
tively, reflected on her childhood memories 
of how she listened to her family’s stories 
of the Holodomor.

The speakers’ presentations were fol
lowed by a musical interlude with selec
tions from a musical drama based on Two 
Regimes that will debut in February. The 
music was beautifully rendered by soprano 
Deborah Brigman, who was accompanied 

on piano by composer Diane Whitney. The 
song “Hunger” brought everyone to tears. 
Afterwards, an ad hoc choir composed of 
recent Ukrainian arrivals to Tallahassee 
sang the patriotic song, “Oy, U Luzi 
Chervona Kalyna.”

 Ms. Bowen, who curated Two Regimes, 
and Ms. Shaw expressed their appreciation 
to all who contributed to the success of the 
project. Afterwards, a reception was orga
nized by the Ukrainian community of 
Tallahassee, Fla.

The event culminated that evening with 
a friendly gathering at a nearby restaurant 
where all in attendance lit candles to honor 
the memory of the victims of the 
Holodomor. The program is available for 
viewing via the following link: https://
youtu.be/WVGGWOFVqHA.

Organizers and guests of the Two Regimes program gathered in Tallahassee, Fla., on November 7 to take part in the event that 
sought to raise awareness of the Holodomor and its victims.

Manuel A. Hernandez
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The dysfunctional leadership of Russia’s failing military campaign in Ukraine, 
beginning with Russian President Vladimir Putin, has shown no signs of fixing its 
problems as Moscow approaches the oneyear anniversary of the fullscale war the 
Kremlin autocrat launched in February 2022. The latest sign that the Russian leader
ship is experiencing significant crisis came on January 11. The Russian Defense 
Ministry said in a statement that Sergei Shoigu, the chief of the ministry, had 
replaced the commander of its forces in Ukraine, Sergei Surovikin, who was appoint
ed to the post on October 8, with Chief of the General Staff Valery Gerasimov, who 
will now oversee Russia’s unjust, unprovoked war on Ukraine.

In a truly humiliating turn of events for Mr. Surovikin, who is known as “General 
Armageddon,” he not only lost his job and was demoted, but he will now report to 
Mr. Gerasimov, the very man who replaced him. Mr. Surovikin becomes one of three 
deputies under Mr. Gerasimov, though he will still command the Kremlin’s air force. 
The other two deputies will be Gen. Oleg Salyukov, commander of the ground forces, 
and Col. Gen. Aleksei Kim, deputy chief of the General Staff. In announcing the move, 
the Russian Defense Ministry said that, “The increase in the level of leadership of the 
special operation is linked to the expansion of the scale of the tasks at hand and the 
need to organize closer interaction between troops.”

Meanwhile, Ukraine’s Defense Ministry noted that Russian forces, including those 
who are fighting with the Wagner group headed by Putin’s chef Yevgeny Prigozhin, 
have suffered “colossal losses” in trying to capture the Ukrainian town of Soledar. 
Capturing that town would give Russian forces a strategic foothold to then move on 
Bakhmut. But Mr. Gerasimov has been harshly criticized by Russian prowar military 
bloggers who have grown more and more disappointed with Russian battlefield set
backs, key among them the stunning Ukrainian counteroffensive that recaptured thou
sands of square miles of land in the east of the country and the loss of Kherson last fall.

But what the Russian leadership fails to understand is that Moscow is not losing 
the war in Ukraine because of the incompetence of its military leadership, though 
that incompetence is very real and it has certainly played a role in the Kremlin’s sig
nificant setbacks in Ukraine.  Russia is losing and will lose the war because Moscow 
fails to understand that simple, brutal military force will never overcome the will of 
a people who have tasted freedom to remain free. Russia and its generals are driven 
by fear, and when your driving motivation is based on fear, then problems, difficul
ties and setbacks are not addressed.  They are either hidden or blamed on subordi
nates.  This is not a recipe for solving problems. It is a recipe for exacerbating them. 
Meanwhile, the Ukrainian Armed Forces have been a model of collaborative, fearless 
leadership. Even highlyrespected American generals have marveled at the perfor
mance of the Ukrainian brass.  That kind of leadership is infectious and it cascades 
down the chain of command, boosting the morale of the country’s soldiers and its 
citizens. It is why every Ukrainian knows that victory is certain and why we are reso
lutely optimistic that Kyiv will prevail. 

The Ukrainian Weekly

Fifteen years ago, on January 15, 2008, the website of the 
president of Ukraine, who at the time was Viktor Yushchenko, 
posted a request for the North Atlantic Treaty Organization to 
grant Ukraine a Membership Action Plan (MAP) at the NATO 
summit in Bucharest, Romania, scheduled for April of that year. A 
similar request was sent to NATO Secretary General Jaap de 

Hoop Scheffer, signed by Mr. Yushchenko, Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko and 
Verkhovna Rada Chairman Arseniy Yatsenyuk.

Ukrainian leaders argued that the policy of Ukraine’s integration into EuroAtlantic 
bodies is determined by Ukrainian legislation, and therefore should not be seen as direct
ed against third countries.

Ukraine’s leaders acknowledged that the country had numerous steps to make in order 
for a NATO MAP to be granted, including a national referendum, and alignment of laws, 
policies and practices to meet NATO standards.

Russian Foreign Affairs Minister Sergey Lavrov on January 23, 2008, noted how Russia 
depends on Ukraine for its militaryindustrial complex and the manufacturing of hard
ware, and how that bilateral dependence had continued since the Soviet era. The official 
statement also noted that, “apparently today’s Ukrainian leadership considers closer ties 
with NATO as an alternative to goodneighborly relations with the Russian Federation.”

Ukraine’s announcement came soon after Russia issued a warning during talks on 
January 10, 2008, in Warsaw for Poland not to participate in a U.S.made missile defense 
system that included 10 interceptors in Poland and a radar site in the Czech Republic. 
Poland, as a result of Russian pressure on its decision, noted that it would postpone its 
announcement to move forward on a missiledefense system until after the 2008 U.S. 
presidential election.

Polish Defense Minister Bogdan Klich said in Washington on January 15, 2008, after 
talks with his U.S. counterpart Robert Gates, that Poland was weighing the costs and bene
fits of missile defense systems.

Ukraine was also awaiting approval for membership in the World Trade Organization 
(WTO), and its membership in the WTO was seen as a stepping stone to NATO member
ship.

Sources: “Kyiv requests NATO Action Plan,” (RFE/RL Newsline), and “Ukraine seeks NATO 
Membership Action Plan,” by Illya M. Labunka, The Ukrainian Weekly, January 20 and 27, 
2008.

Jan.
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Turning the pages back...

by Askold S. Lozynskyj

The Republic of Sakha (Yakutia) is locat
ed in the Russian Far East, along the Arctic 
Ocean. It has a population of roughly 1 mil
lion people. Yakutsk is its capital and larg
est city. The republic has a reputation for an 
extreme and severe climate, with the low
est temperatures on the planet being 
recorded there. Regular winter average 
temperatures commonly dip below −35°C 
(−31°F) in Yakutsk. The hypercontinental 
tendencies also result in warm summers 
for much of the republic.

The Sakha, or Yakut, people are the 
descendants of Turkic nomads who origi
nated in the region around Lake Baikal. But 
in the 13th and 14th centuries, Mongols 
arrived from the south, along with other 
peoples, and the Sakha moved north and 
east, settling eventually in the basin of the 
river Lena, later called Yakutia. Yakutsk was 
founded in 1632. In 1638, the Yakutsk 
province was established.

Moscow colonized and incorporated the 
area into the tsardom in the early to mid
17th century, obliging the indigenous peo
ples of the area to pay tribute. The initial 
period following the Russian conquest saw 
the Sakha population drop by 70 percent as 
the Russian population there increased.

Yakutia saw some of the last battles of 
the Russian Civil War, and in 1922 the 
Bolshevik authorities reorganized Yakutsk 
province into an autonomous republic, the 
Yakut Autonomous Soviet Socialist 
Republic. The Soviet era also saw the 
migration of many Slavs, specifically 
Ukrainians, into the area.

With the demise of the USSR, the 
Russian Federation was established and 
within it the Republic of Sakha Yakuta was 
also created. The 1990s were economically 
brutal for much of the Russian Federation, 
but it was also politically empowering for 
the Republic of Sakha Yakuta. Glasnostera 
ethnic consciousness movements retained 
their momentum and led to a Sakha cultur
al revitalization. The Republic of Sakha 
Yakuta enjoyed greater financial autonomy 
as a result of its natural resources, thanks 
to an agreement signed between Republic 
of Sakha Yakuta’s leaders and Boris Yeltsin. 
Although Russians still continued to out
number the Yakuta, they regained some of 
their demographic strength, as tens of 
thousands of ethnic Russians returned to 
Russia proper. This trend began to reverse 
itself when Russian President Vladimir 
Putin took office. Under his regime, 
Moscow has recentralized power over its 
periphery. The state has commandeered a 
controlling interest in the Republic of 
Sakha Yakuta’s diamond industry by 
becoming the majority shareholder of its 
monopoly company. In 2016, the Russian 
Federation initiated a homesteading act to 
repopulate Russia’s periphery by granting 
free land to citizens willing to resettle 
there. A Sakha representative living in the 

United States made the following observa
tion recently:

“My people got acquainted with the 
Russian world 400 years ago, the ‘pioneers’ 
in search of the ends of the earth came to 
our lands with fire and sword. They killed 
men, raped women and children. My ances
tors resisted, but the technological advan
tage allowed the Russians to quickly con
quer all of Yakutia. These were dark pages 
in the history of my people, full of pain and 
suffering, and only the vast size of my land 
and the dispersed living of my people made 
it possible to survive in such difficult condi
tions. Years passed, the country changed, 
the kings, emperors and secretaries 
changed, the attitude built on the principle 
metropoliscolony did not change. Moscow 
continues to pump out resources: gas, oil, 
gold, diamonds, etc. In response, we get 
polluted rivers, toxic waste and industrial 
waste. I, being a fullfledged citizen of the 
country, am a secondclass person, I have 
fewer rights in my country than whites; 
chauvinism and nationalism are the state 
policy of the country. We were silent for a 
long time because we are afraid, we are 
shut up, we are kidnapped, we are killed, 
and this is happening today. Even I, being 
safe here, by saying these very words, 
endanger my relatives who now live there. 
But I have no right to remain silent; I want 
the whole world to recognize the Sakha 
people. [We are a] modest, hardworking, 
kind, talented and ecofriendly people.”

On September 21, 2022, by decree the 
president of the Russian Federation, Putin 
announced an additional mobilization of 
the military in the Russian Federation. 
There was an official statement in the 
media from the Ministry of Defense that 
300,000 reservists would be called up. 
While the official Russian authorities con
cealed the real statistics, an analysis of the 
first days of mobilization from September 
22 to 25, 2022, conducted by antiwar 
activists in the Republic of Sakha Yakuta, 
the Republic of Buryatia, the Republic of 
Tyva and the Republic of Kalmykia, as well 
as independent Russian media showed eth
nic selectivity and a blatantly dispropor
tionate number mobilized from ethnic 
regions compared to the central regions 
and cities of the Russian Federation. Thus, 
from the small settlements of the Far 
North, almost the entire ablebodied young 
male population has been mobilized.

This recent disproportionate mobiliza
tion has further annoyed the Sakha people. 
Sakha representatives joined the U.S.based 
Americans against Russian Imperialism. 
One stated that the national minorities 
within the Russian Federation are being 
used as cannon fodder in an unjust war.

Askold S. Lozynskyj is an attorney at 
law based in New York City who served as 
president of the Ukrainian World Congress 
(1998-2008) and the Ukrainian Congress 
Committee of America (1992-2000).

The Sakha (Yakut) peopleRussia’s dysfunctional  
military leadership

 COMMENTARY

studies departments throughout the United 
States. Contest entries will be judged by 
educators. The contest will include entries 
in both Ukrainian and English. The compe
tition was developed to commemorate the 
90th anniversary of the Holodomor this 
year. More information on the contest may 
be obtained by emailing ukrainecompeti
tion@gmail.com.

The theme for the U.S. Committee for 
Holodomor Genocide Awareness’s 90th 
anniversary commemoration is “Holodo
mor Then, Genocide Now, Justice When?” It 
was developed to emphasize the impor
tance of the ongoing struggles of the 
Ukrainian people to maintain their national 
identity and culture.

The U.S. Committee for Holodomor 
Genocide Awareness has also planned 
additional commemorative events that will 
take place in Washington, D.C., in December 
2023.

(Continued from page 4)

U.S. Committee...
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Throughout my 35 years on Capitol Hill 
working at the Helsinki Commission 
(19812017) I was no stranger to the 
Capitol itself. But never have I been more 
thrilled to be in that hallowed building than 
for President Volodymyr Zelenskyy’s 
December 21 address to a joint session of 
Congress. This was truly an historic 
moment that will be long remembered as 
few other Congressional appearances by 
foreign leaders have been. Not incorrectly, 
it has been compared to Winston 
Churchill’s December 1941 wartime 
address to Congress.

The Ukrainian president’s remarks were 
powerful, convincing and enthusiastically 
received by the overwhelming majority of 
those present in the chamber.

Ukrainians themselves, starting with Mr. 
Zelenskyy, have been making a compelling 
case for why Washington needs to sustain 
Ukraine in its fight for freedom. His wife, 
Olena, made a terrific impression when she 
spoke to members of Congress last July. The 
numerous visitors to Congress from 
Ukraine, both highranking officials and 
representatives of civil society, have been 
effective spokespersons for Ukraine. The 
Ukrainian Embassy, under the leadership of 
Ambassador Oksana Markarova, herself a 
force of nature, and her seasoned Deputy 
Chief of Mission Yaroslav Brisiuck, has 
played an instrumental role in garnering 
support for Ukraine.

So, does that mean we Americans, espe
cially Ukrainian Americans, can kick back 
and relax? Not by a long shot. Indeed, since 
Russia’s fullfledged invasion began, we 
have seen an expansion in advocacy efforts 
the likes of which I have not seen in my 
more than four decades of involvement 
with Ukraine in the nation’s capital. But 
more on that later.

Ukraine has enjoyed bipartisan 
Congressional support for more than a cen
tury and it is no surprise that it has taken 
on far greater importance since Russia’s 
fullfledged invasion. The most visible man
ifestation of Congress’ commitment has 
been the more than $100 billion in emer
gency funding appropriated for Ukraine
related assistance since February 24, 2022. 
It has come in four separate packages, the 
most recent being an appropriation of $45 
billion announced the week of Mr. 
Zelenskyy’s address. Any way you slice it, 
this is an enormous amount of money.

Appropriating badly needed military 
and financial assistance has been far from 
the only Congressional action on behalf of 
Ukraine. Several other bills and resolutions 
passed in 2022 that also provided impor
tant backing for Ukraine, among them the 
Ukraine Democracy Defense LendLease 
Act of 2022 and the National Defense 
Autho rization Act for fiscal year 2023 
(NDAA). There have been many other 
Congressional initiatives in the last year – 
hearings, briefings, statements, press 
releases, visits by members and staff to 
Ukraine itself (often logistically challeng
ing), countless meetings and briefings with 
the Ukrainian Embassy and visiting 
Ukrainian officials and civil society repre
sentatives. I am especially proud of the 
work of the Helsinki Commission, which 

has been incredibly active on Ukraine in the 
last year.

Congressional support has been crucial 
in enhancing Ukraine’s ability to fend off 
Russian aggression and often in encourag
ing the administration to be more proac
tive. A substantial majority of Senators and 
Representatives understand that Ukraine’s 
fight is our fight, that it is the fight of the 
entire free and civilized world. Moreover, 
this Congressional activity and assistance 
reflects the will of the American people 
who continue to stand with Ukraine. It is 
also bolstered by vigorous advocacy efforts 
by Ukraine’s many friends in this country, 
including of course the Ukrainian American 
community.

The history of advocacy on behalf of 
Ukraine is a long and storied one and it has 
evolved over time. Before independence, it 
was almost exclusively Ukrainian 
Americans lobbying on behalf of Ukraine. 
The landscape changed radically postinde
pendence, with the engagement of numer
ous influential nonUkrainian American 
voices.  In fact, in comparison to the pre 
and immediate postindependence period, 
advocacy by Ukrainian Americans waned 
somewhat for many years.

However, starting in 2014, and especial
ly since February 24, 2022, diaspora advo
cacy has come back in full force. Since the 
closure of the Ukrainian National 
Association office in Washington, D.C., back 
in 1995, the only Ukrainian American office 
devoted largely to advocacy in the nation’s 
capital had been the Ukrainian Congress 
Committee of America’s (UCCA) Ukrainian 
National Information Service (UNIS). It has 
done important advocacy work consistent
ly since 1977, albeit with limited staff. 
Opportunely, the Washington Ukrainian 
American advocacy scene has now been 
greatly enhanced with a new, wellstaffed 
Razom office, consisting largely of young 
professionals.

As welcome as the presence of two 
Washington Ukrainian American advocacy 
offices who prudently often collaborate is, 
the engagement of all Ukrainian Americans 
as well as Ukraine’s innumerable other 
American backers remains essential. Here’s 
a suggestion for 2023: Sign up to join 
Razom’s advocacy network, which will 
include updates with actions you can 
undertake to reach out to your Senators 
and Representative. You can do so at this 
website: https://bit.ly/razomadvocacy. To 
get regular updates from UNIS, which has 
long informed grass roots activists through 
its action alerts, contact the office by email 
at unis.sawkiw@gmail.com. I recommend 
doing both.

Despite the successes with respect to 
Congressional support in 2022, there is still 
plenty of work ahead in what will be a piv
otal year. Advocates need to keep pressing 
for Congress to provide the requisite con
crete military and financial assistance that 
Ukraine needs. Congress can play a vital 
role not only in funding military aid but in 
encouraging the administration to furnish 
more advanced weaponry to the country. 
Financial aid is also an absolute necessity 
given the 30 percent decline in Ukraine’s 
economy in 2022. Beyond assistance, there 
will be initiatives dealing with sanctions 

Making the case for Ukraine with Congress
Ukraine has had a lot of history to 

absorb over the past 100plus years.  Two 
world wars, multiple famines, terror, Soviet 
and Nazi slave labor, concentration camps, 
mass emigration, revolutions – peaceful as 
well as violent – and now yet another war.

The Ukrainian MuseumArchives (UMA) 
of Cleveland has a map that was published 
in Vienna in 1920. It shows where 
Ukrainians were located around the world, 
starting with Ukraine itself, but it also shows 
that Ukrainians lived in Paris, Berlin, Prague 
and other cities in Europe. It also shows 
Ukrainians in New York, Winnipeg, Toronto, 
Chicago, Detroit and, yes, Cleveland, in North 
America; and it includes cities in Brazil, 
Argentina, Australia and a large section of 
the Pacific northwest. A chart accompanying 
the map projects that with normal growth 
the population of Ukrainians by 1960 would 
have been 100 million. Today, that’s not even 
close. What demographers in 1920 could 
not foresee were famines, especially the 
Holodomor along with Stalin’s Terror a 
decade later, World War II, the drop in birth 
rate in the Soviet police state, loss of popula
tion to other countries and assimilation and 
so many other negative factors.

And yet Ukraine not only endures, she 
prevails.

Reflecting this past New Year on my 
rather eventful life, I recalled how 50 years 
ago, when I was 24, I did a very foolish 
thing: I bought a motorcycle and drove 
across the country in the summer of 1972 
with a backpack, sleeping bag, a few chang
es of underwear and half a dozen books. A 
couple months into my adventure, I had a 
headon collision with a pickup truck at 
Lake Tahoe. A doctor in the car behind me 
saved my life as blood poured out of my 
face and leg.

Well, I’m a believer in fate. I see the doc
tor and his wife who visited me in the hos
pital the next day as guardian angels. A few 
months after the accident, I met Osyp 
Zinkewych, a founder and the heartbeat of 
Smoloskyp, the publishing house of 
Ukrainian dissident literature and organiz
er of activist groups not only in North 
America but around the world. He saw in 
me a young man with energy and a willing
ness to take risks, so he regularly gave me 
assignments – to write, to translate and to 
travel across the Iron Curtain in the sum
mertime to meet dissidents, offer lectures, 
attend conferences in Europe and across 
America and Canada. He was a genius who 
transformed my life.  I was privileged to be 
able to work with him.

And I’m hardly the only one to have 
worked for Smoloskyp, or many similar 
organizations, or contributed otherwise, 
whether openly in the diaspora or clandes
tinely in Ukraine. A handful of people hero
ically challenged the evil Soviet system. 
Everyone came to that in their own way, 
joining the cause for freedom, indepen
dence and cultural assertion.

My parents raised me and my brothers 
to be advocates for Ukraine. Like tens of 
millions around the world, we would sit 
down to Christmas dinner following age
old traditions, many of which predate 988 
and the baptism of Ukraine. As a family, we 
still do. Many others, of course, came to 
support Ukraine from other faiths or from 
having forged friendships with Ukrainians 

wherever they might have been – even, or 
perhaps especially, in the Gulag in the 
1970s and 1980s.

For me, it took a near fatal accident. I 
realized that I had to somehow justify sur
viving by finding a way to give back. Here 
again fate played a role.  My work with 
Smoloskyp led to a career on Capitol Hill in 
Washington. Plus, to my great fortune, I 
forged lifelong friendships with fellow 
activists across America, Canada and 
Ukraine. Like me, the people I worked with 
on Ukraine’s liberation are now in their 
70s. Most are still active, rallying support 
for Ukraine in her current existential strug
gle, even as another generation is providing 
activism in a dozen different countries and 
leadership throughout Ukraine, speaking 
several languages to a worldwide audience 
which supports the cause with military, 
humanitarian and political assistance.

Change is palpable. Still in adolescence 
in the late 1950s, I was instructed in Ridna 
Shkola Saturday Heritage School to correct 
my everyday public school teachers when 
they conflated Ukraine with Russia. And 
you know I did. How much difference did 
that make? It’s impossible to tell. Many oth
ers I know did the same. That process con
tinues, only now it has been accelerated by 
Russian President Vladimir Putin’s war on 
Ukraine. That process occurs in many dif
ferent media every day, instructing an audi
ence on six continents where awareness 
and admiration for Ukraine’s culture has 
grown rapidly and incrementally.

Let me provide a simple example. Every 
year, my wife, Chrystia, and I attend the 
Cleveland Orchestra Christmas concert. 10 
to 15 years ago, it included “Carol of the 
Bells,” a song listed in the program as “tra
ditional.” The latest 2022 Christmas con
cert not only credited Mykola Leontovych 
as the composer, but the conductor 
addressed the soldout audience at 
Severance Hall, informing them that the 
composer was Ukrainian, that his composi
tion had premiered as “Shchedryk” at 
Carnegie Hall in New York a century ago 
and he saluted the valor of Ukrainians 
today, all to thunderous applause.

Just last week, Chrystia and I had attend
ed the Shchedryk centennial concert at 
Carnegie Hall.  For us, it was personal, the 
project was launched by Chrystia’s lifelong 
friend and dynamic activist Marta 
Kolomayets who drove the campaign to cel
ebrate the arrival of this Christmas staple 
to America.

The concert was electric, like few con
certs I had ever been to. It opened with a 
carol by the sublime New York City 
Ukrainian Dumka Choir. It was followed by 
the legendary Ukrainian Bandura Chorus 
and the first half concluded with the 
Ukrainian Children’s Choir singing 
“Shchedryk” in Ukrainian intertwined with 
the Englishlanguage “Carol of the Bells.” 
Need I say how breathtaking that was? It 
was superseded at the end of the concert, 
after performers had left the stage and the 
audience began chanting “Shchedryk! 
Shchedryk! Shchedryk!” With that, a couple 
hundred singers returned to reprise their 
earlier presentations. The audience chimed 
in. It was unforgettable. The New York 
Times published an article about the con
cert and the history of the song. Network 
television news ran video clips that saluted 

Looking back and looking forward

Andrew Fedynsky’s e-mail address is  
afedynsky@gmail.com.

  by Andrew Fedynsky

(Continued on page 15)
Orest Deychakiwsky may be reached at 

orestdeychak@gmail.com.(Continued on page 11)
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Ukrainian Institute of Modern Art hosts Festival of Carols as part of humanitarian relief work for Ukraine
by Motria Melnyk

CHICAGO – From the very first days of 
the launch of Russia’s fullscale war on 
Ukraine in February 2022, the Ukrainian 
Institute of Modern Art (UIMA) has helped 
wartorn Ukraine by collaborating with 
other institutions and holding concerts, art 
exhibitions, auctions and directing all 
funds raised by the museum to humanitar
ian and medical support for Ukraine. 
UIMA’s most recent event, “Festival of 
Carols – We stand with Ukraine,” was held 
in St . Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic 
Cathedral on December 11, 2022.

The celebration was opened by the 
chairman of the Board of Directors of 
UIMA, Orysia KossakCardoso.

“As the joyous Christmas holiday 
approaches, our thoughts, love and admi
ration are with Ukrainian families as they 
find ways to survive and endure, while 
men and women battle in the war zones 
and trenches. It is a great honor and joy to 
gather here together to support and stand 
with Ukraine,” Ms. KossakCordoso said.

Rev. Serhiy Kovalchuk, pastor of St. 
Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral, 
thanked all of the people who gathered for 
the event.

“Thank you for being with us. Thank 
you for your support. We hope that in the 
new year, 2023, Ukraine and the whole 
world will be blessed with peace and the 
victory of Ukraine,” Rev. Kovalchuk said.

The festival program began with the 
Women’s Schola Choir of Holy Name 
Cathedral, and was followed by Dainava, 
the oldest Lithuanian choir on the North 
American continent, the Croatian choir at 

the Catholic Church of St. Jerome and the 
Polish choir Collegium Cantorum Polonia.

Choral singing is extremely popular in 
Sweden, so Chicago’s Swedish American 
community and singers from two Chicago 
Swedish choirs joined together to honor 
the people of Ukraine.

As always, the audience welcomed the 

performances of the Chicago ensemble of 
female bandurists CharZillia and a 
Ukrainian choir that consisted of musi
cians, music directors and members of 
various choirs from the Ukrainian commu
nity of Chicago. It was directed by 
Mykhajlo Holian, musical director at UIMA.

Many of the Christmas songs presented 

dated back to antiquity and are distin
guished by a joyful spirit, festive air, melo
dious tunes and surely filled the hearts of 
listeners with solidarity, peace, under
standing and love.

Chicago Mayor Lori Lightfoot also 
attended the event.

“We are preparing for the holidays. 
There is a war going on in Ukraine. And 
that is why we must show unwavering 
support to Ukrainians whose lives are in 
danger every day. We must help families 
who have come to America to find solace, 
support, shelter and freedom. Considering 
the brutality of this war, we must demon
strate to Russia, to [Russian President 
Vladimir] Putin, that we are on the side of 
the people of Ukraine. I am sure that 
Ukraine will be victorious,” Ms. Lightfoot 
said.

Since the beginning of the war in 
February 2022, UIMA, in collaboration 
with other organizations, has collected 
and donated more than $600,000 for 
humanitarian needs in Ukraine.

Additionally, UIMA officials said that 
proceeds from the Festival of Carols 
($10,000) will be donated to two organiza
tions: the Ukrainian Medical Association of 
North America Illinois branch for medical 
relief efforts in Ukraine and Help Heroes of 
Ukraine.

Charitable initiatives were entwined 
with artistic ones at the festival as 
Christmas carols in praise of the newborn 
Christ filled the domes of the cathedral.

The representative of the Ukrainian 
Consulate in Chicago, consul Yevhenii 

The Chicago ensemble of female bandurists CharZillia performed during a Festival 
of Carols event in St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral in Chicago on December 

11, 2022.

A Ukrainian choir made up of musicians, music directors and members of various choirs 
from the Ukrainian community of Chicago performed during a Festival of Carols event in 

St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral in Chicago on December 11, 2022.

Tetyana PuchinskyTetyana Puchinsky

 Parishioners and guests gathered in St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral in 
Chicago on December 11, 2022, for a “Festival of Carols – We stand with Ukraine” 

program.

Marta Fuoco

Rev. Serhij Kovalchuk, pastor of St. 
Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral, 
addressed parishioners and guests in St. 
Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral 

in Chicago on December 11, 2022.

Orysia KossakCardoso, chair of the 
Board of Directors of the Ukrainian 
Institute of Modern Art, said during an 
event benefitting humanitarian relief in 
Ukraine that, “it is a great honor and joy 
to gather here together to support and 

stand with Ukraine.”

Motria Melnyk, president of the 
Ukrainian Institute of Modern Art, spoke 
during a Festival of Carols event in St. 
Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral 

in Chicago on December 11, 2022.

Yevhenii Drobot, the representative of the 
Ukrainian Consulate in Chicago, spoke 
during a Festival of Carols event in St. 
Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral in 

Chicago on December 11, 2022.

Tetyana Puchinsky

Marta Fuoco

Marta FuocoMarta Fuoco

(Continued on page 9)



9THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, JANUARY 15, 2023No. 3

Members of the Polish choir Collegium Cantorum Polonia gathered in St. Nicholas 
Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral in Chicago on December 11, 2022.

Members of the Lithuanian choir Dainava performed during a Festival of Carols event in 
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral in Chicago on December 11, 2022.

Tetyana PuchinskyTetyana Puchinsky

Drobot thanked Ms. Lightfoot and the audi
ence for participating in the Festival of 
Carols.

The mayor also emphasized the impor
tance of carols as part of the Christmas tra
dition, and she briefly talked about Mykola 
Leontovych’s “Schedryk,” which was sung 
in 1922 in Carnegie Hall in New York. A 
century after the song’s North American 
debut, Ukrainian musicians brought 
“Schedryk” back to Carnegie Hall in 
December 2022.

In recognition of the cultural contribu
tions Ukraine has made to the world 
throughout its history, Art on the MART in 
Chicago hosted an eightday showing 

called Shchedryk – Carol of The Bells: 
Unwrap the Holiday Magic, an animated 
holidaythemed projection that told the 
story of a swallow returning home for 
spring.

The extremely powerful finale of the 
festival program came when all of the par
ticipants of the festival together sang 
“Dona Nobis Pacem,” a prayer written in 
the 18th century that uses the Latin phrase 
which translates to “Give us peace.” Many 
in the audience noted how relevant these 
words are in today’s world as the war 
rages in Ukraine.

As the cathedral sang “grant us peace,” 
tears filled many eyes as people thought 
about the current situation in Ukraine.

“Our hearts are with those defending 
Ukraine from the enemy. Our inexpressible 
pain is with those whose lives were taken 

by the war,” Ms. Melnyk said.
Officials at the Ukrainian Institute of 

Modern Art expressed their wish that the 
Christmas season brings peace, health and 
wellbeing to all people, and fills every 
home, every soul with great love.

Organizers of the event expressed their 
thanks for a wonderful event to all partici
pants of the festival program, spectators, 
sponsors, as well as to the music commit
tee of the Ukrainian Institute of Modern 
Art for organizing the festival.

UIMA was founded in Chicago in 1971 
with a mission to preserve artists’ works of 
Ukrainian origin, and to promote 
Ukrainian modern and contemporary art 
and culture throughout the world through 
art exhibitions, exceptional musical con
certs and highquality literary evenings 
and film.

(Continued from page 8)

Ukrainian Institute...

Chicago Mayor Lori Lightfoot spoke dur
ing a Festival of Carols event.

Marta Fuoco
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been asking for. Speaking at the joint news 
conference, Mr. Nauseda said Lithuania 
would transfer air defense systems and 
antiaircraft guns to Ukraine. The heads of 
state of Ukraine, Poland and Lithuania 
also discussed Ukraine’s prospects for 
membership in the European Union and 
candidacy for the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO). The Lublin Triangle 
was created by the foreign affairs minis
ters of the three countries in July 2020 to 
coordinate actions for the protection of 
international law and security. (RFE/RL’s 
Ukrainian Service, with reporting by 
Reuters and AFP)

Death toll rises to more than 111,000

Ukraine has claimed that 111,170 
Russian military personnel have been 
killed since Russia invaded the country on 
February 24 last year. In its latest update on 
January 8, the Ukrainian General Staff 
reported that 430 more Russian soldiers 
had been killed the previous day. The 
claims could not be independently verified. 
The regular update – which is typically 
higher than Western estimates – also says 
that Russia lost three more tanks and three 
more artillery systems. Russian forces con
tinued to hit civilian targets in Ukraine 
“over the past day,” despite Russian 
President Vladimir Putin announcing a 
ceasefire on Orthodox Christmas, Kyiv said 
on January 8. Russia “launched nine missile 
and three air strikes, and fired 40 attacks 

from multiple rocket launchers,” the 
Defense Ministry said in a statement. “In 
particular, civilian infrastructure was hit.” 
Ukrainian authorities said at least two peo
ple were killed, and nine others were 
wounded by Russian strikes over the past 
24 hours. The casualties were reported 
from the eastern region of Donetsk, the 
northeastern region of Kharkiv and the 
southern region of Kherson, they said. In 
Zaporizhia, in southeastern Ukraine, 
Russian forces targeted the city’s outskirts 
overnight, firing “cluster munitions,” local 
authorities claimed on January 8. “The 
rockets damaged warehouses and other 
auxiliary facilities,” Oleksandr Starukh, the 
head of the regional military administra
tion, wrote on Telegram. Municipal council 
secretary Anatoliy Kurtev said the latest 
strikes inflicted “damage to infrastructure,” 
but he didn’t provide further details. On 
January 5, Putin announced that his troops 
would observe a ceasefire across the front 
line so Orthodox Christians could celebrate 
Christmas. The 36hour ceasefire would 
run from the midday on January 6 until the 
midnight on January 7. Ukraine rejected the 
call, saying it was only a ploy by Putin to 
reposition and reinforce his troops. On 
January 7 in Kyiv, hundreds of worshipers 
attended a service at the 11thcentury 
Pechersk Lavra as Metropolitan Epifaniy, 
head of the Orthodox Church of Ukraine, 
led a Christmas liturgy. He said Christmas 
incites people to fight against evil, sin and 
darkness. “These considerations especially 
echo in our hearts at the time of the most 
difficult trials of the war, which our 
Ukrainian people are going through,” he 
said. Ukraine did not want the war, which 
he said resulted from “devilish malice and 
envy” on the part of “those who held us 
captive” for centuries. After Ukraine 
became independent and started building 
its own sovereign state, they “could not tol
erate our achievements and success” and 
started a war. “But they will definitely be 
defeated in it, because the truth is on our 
side,” he said. Epifaniy said Ukraine had 
already achieved a moral victory because 
all people of goodwill “condemn the acts of 
genocide, terror and numerous war crimes 
committed by the evil Russian empire on 
our land.” The monastery used to be the 
seat of a branch of the Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church (UOC) that was previously under 
Moscow’s jurisdiction. The UOC severed 
ties after Russia invaded Ukraine in 
February. Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy told Ukrainians in a message on 
Orthodox Christmas that he was glad to see 
the hundreds of worshipers who turned 
out on January 7 for the holiday service in 
the Pechersk Lavra in Kyiv, including 
Ukrainian soldiers. “It is very important 
that a sincere prayer for Ukraine was and 
will continue to be heard in the Lavra 
today,” Mr. Zelenskyy said in a video mes
sage late on January 7. “Once again, I con
gratulate everyone who celebrates today, 
on this day, which has already become his
toric for Ukraine, for the spiritual indepen
dence of our people, with a Merry 
Christmas,” he said. He also encouraged 
Ukrainians to “keep the mood that was felt 
today – a mood of joy at the strengthening 
of Ukraine and at the achievement of his
torical justice.” According to the United 
Nations refugee body, the Russian invasion 
of Ukraine has unleashed the largest wave 
of refugees since World War II. “More that 

7.9 million people have fled the country, 
and another 5.9 million are internally dis
placed,” the UNHCR representative in 
Germany, Katharina Lumpp, said on 
January 8. The total figure of almost 14 mil
lion represents more than onethird of the 
country’s total population of around 41 
million. Ms. Lumpp said Germany’s contri
bution of more than $500 million to refu
gee support was second only to that of the 
United States. (RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service, 
with reporting by AFP, UNIAN and dpa)

Ukraine says it ‘must be ready’ at border

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelens
kyy said after a visit to a western region to 
discuss border defenses on January 11 that 
Ukrainian forces “must be ready both at the 
border and in the regions.” The comments 
come amid speculation about the potential 
for a renewed Russian offensive via neigh
boring Belarus. Senior Ukrainian military 
and political officials have recently warned 
of a possible repeat of the ultimately unsuc
cessful invasion at the start of the war in 
February from the north targeting Kyiv, 
although a fresh U.K. intelligence assess
ment played down the significance of 
newly deployed aircraft and planned 
RussianBelarusian military exercises later 
this month. Mr. Zelenskyy said after the 
stopover in Lviv that he spoke with officials 
about “state border protection, the opera
tional situation on the border with the 
Republic of Belarus and countersubversive 
measures in these territories.” “We under
stand that apart from powerful statements, 
we do not see anything powerful there, but 
nevertheless we must be ready both at the 
border and in the regions,” he said, accord
ing to Reuters. The British Defense 
Ministry’s daily intelligence assessment on 
January 11 noted the announcement of a 
joint RussianBelarusian tactical flight exer
cise in the second half of January and 
downplayed additional Russian military 
helicopters’ new presence near Minsk. 
Addressing persistent fears of a spread of 
the 10monthold fullscale conflict, the 
British ministry tweeted on January 11 that 
a new deployment of Russian aircraft to 
Ukraine’s northern neighbor Belarus “is 
likely a genuine exercise, rather than a 
preparation for any additional offensive 
operations against Ukraine.” It noted the 
arrival by amateur spotters of military heli
copters at Machulishchy air base near the 
Belarusian capital, “some appearing with 
‘Z’ markings” that have been used by 
Russian forces in the invasion of Ukraine. 
But it said Russian aircraft in Belarus “are 
mostly involved in training” and the new 
helicopters were “unlikely to constitute a 
credible offensive force.” Russia’s invasion 
was partly staged in Moscowallied 
Belarus, although leader Alyaksandr 
Lukashenka has sought to downplay his 
regime’s role in the conflict. The command
er of Kyiv’s defenses, Lt. Gen. Oleksiy 
Pavlyuk, said on January 10 that Ukraine’s 
military had strengthened its defensive 
positions north of the city and was girding 
for a potential offensive from across the 
nearby Belarusian border, according to dpa. 
(RFE/RL, with reporting by RFE/RL’s 
Belarus Service, dpa and Reuters)

Zelenskyy strips citizenship of four lawmakers

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelens
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kyy has announced his revocation of the 
citizenship of four Ukrainian lawmakers 
suspected of treason, including three from 
a banned proRussian party, and signaled 
more bans were still to come. He said late 
on January 10 he took the unusual move 
against Andriy Derkach, Taras Kozak, Renat 
Kuzmin and Viktor Medvedchuk “based on 
materials prepared” by the Ukrainian 
Security Service and the State Migration 
Service. At least three are outside the coun
try and all have been the target of legal pro
ceedings alleging treason since Russia’s 
unprovoked fullscale invasion began in 
late February. “If people’s elected represen
tatives choose to serve not the people of 
Ukraine, but the murderers who came to 
Ukraine, then our actions will be appropri
ate,” Mr. Zelenskyy said in his nightly video 
address to the nation. He added that these 
were “not the last such decisions.” Messrs. 
Derkach, Kozak, Kuzmin and Medvedchuk 
were elected to the Ukrainian parliament, 
the Verkhovna Rada, for the Opposition 
Platform – For Life party, which is currently 
banned in Ukraine. Mr. Derkach has been a 
Ukrainian legislator for more than two 
decades, but investigators believe he 
received more than half a million dollars 
from Russian law enforcement and intelli
gence agencies “for subversive activities 
against Ukraine during 20192022.” He has 
not attended a parliamentary session since 
February. Mr. Medvedchuk, a longtime 
Ukrainian political fixture to whose daugh
ter Russian President Vladimir Putin is 
reportedly godfather, was detained in April 
and handed over to Russia in a prisoner 
exchange in September. Mr. Kozak left 
Ukraine in 2021. Pretrial investigators say 
the fourth lawmaker, Mr. Kuzmin, “placed 
propaganda materials to the detriment of 
Ukraine” in the media. None of the four has 
publicly responded to Mr. Zelenskyy’s 

announcement. (RFE/RL’s Ukrainian 
Service)

NATO, E.U. pledge closer cooperation for Ukraine

Officials from the European Union and 
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO) have agreed to “strengthen” their 
cooperation on security and in support of 
Ukraine as it battles to repel Russia’s inva
sion. The Joint Declaration on NATOE.U. 
Cooperation, signed in Brussels on January 
10, aims to improve collaboration and to 
protect critical infrastructure, as well as 
addressing the security implications posed 
by climate change, the space race and for
eign interference and disinformation cam
paigns, NATO chief Jens Stoltenberg said. 
“We must continue to strengthen the part
nership between NATO and the European 
Union and we must further strengthen our 
support to Ukraine,” he told a news confer
ence. “[Russian] President [Vladimir] Putin 
wanted to take Ukraine in a few days and to 
divide us. On both counts, he has clearly 
failed,” he added. Since Moscow launched 
its unprovoked invasion of Ukraine last 
February, the Western security alliance and 
the E.U. have poured billions of dollars into 
Ukraine to support Kyiv’s efforts to defend 
the country. The invasion has triggered 
broader security concerns across Europe, 
pushing Finland and Sweden to rush to join 
NATO. Meanwhile, millions of Ukrainians 
have poured into the bloc as they flee the 
fighting, posing a further challenge to 
Europe. “We are determined to take the 
partnership between NATO and the E.U. to 
the next level,” Mr. Stoltenberg said. Earlier 
on January 10, one of Putin’s closest allies, 
Russian Security Council Secretary Nikolai 
Patrushev, said the battle was not between 
Kyiv and Moscow, but NATO and Moscow 
with the West trying to tear Russia apart 
and “erase” it from the political map of the 
world. Mr. Patruschev made the comments 
in an interview with the Argumenti i Fakti 
weekly newspaper in Moscow. (RFE/RL, 
with reporting by Reuters)

(Continued from page 10)
NEWSBRIEFS

the young Schedryk choir, which sang at 
Grand Central Station and then at Carnegie 
Hall.

Ahh, but my motorcycle accident? 13  
years after in 1985, I was at my mother’s 
bedside just days before she died of cancer. 
“You know, Andriy,” she told me. “When you 
came back from your accident in California 
all cut up and bruised, I never said, ‘I told 
you so.’ But I want you to know, ‘I told you 
so …’”

“I know, Mama,” and apologized again 
for being such a stupid son, and I thanked 
her for being such a wonderful parent 
along with my father who had died four 
years earlier. Their dedication to me and 

my brothers gave us purpose in life and, 
along with tens of millions of others who 
had a similar upbringing – overt and ener
getic in America or clandestine and no less 
resolute in Ukraine – we are now working 
to defeat Russia.

Ukraine is nearing the second year of the 
current invasion, the ninth year of the 
annexation of Crimea and aggression in 
Donbas and is closing in on four centuries 
of struggle against Russia for its existence. 
Ukraine’s continuing survival can be credit
ed Ukrainians love for family and all things 
Ukrainian, for countless examples of quiet 
heroism, for boundless public and private 
sacrifice. Multiply all that hundreds of mil
lions of times over many generations and 
you’ll understand why Ukraine has sur
vived for so long against such horrific odds 
and why her people will ultimately prevail.

(Continued from page 7)

Looking back...

which he said resulted from “devilish mal
ice and envy” by “those who held us cap
tive” for centuries. After Ukraine became 
independent and started building its own 
sovereign state, they “could not tolerate our 
achievements and success” and so they 
began a fullscale war, he said.

“But they will definitely be defeated 
because the truth is on our side,” 
Metropolitan Epifaniy said.

President Volodymyr Zelenskyy told 
Ukrainians in a message on Orthodox 
Christmas that he was glad to see the hun
dreds of worshipers who turned out on 
January 7 for the holiday service in the Kyiv 
Pecherska Lavra.

“It is very important that a sincere 
prayer for Ukraine was and will continue to 
be heard in the Lavra today,” Mr. Zelenskyy 
said in a video message late on January 7.

“Once again, I congratulate everyone 
who celebrates today, on this day, which 
has already become historic for Ukraine, for 
the spiritual independence of our people, 
with a Merry Christmas,” he said.

The Orthodox Church of Ukraine, as is 
the case with other Orthodox churches, 
largely uses a calendar which celebrates 
Christmas on January 7 in accordance with 
the Julian calendar. However, a synod of the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church previously 
allowed certain communities to celebrate 
Christmas on December 25, in accord with 
the Gregorian calendar.

Metropolitan Epifaniy’s service in the 
Lavra is, for the moment, a onetime event. 
There is currently no discussion regarding 
an agreement by which the church could 
sign a longterm lease to use the cathedral, 
as has been requested by the Orthodox 
Church of Ukraine.

The day before the historic church ser
vice, Metropolitan Epifaniy announced that 
he would visit the Lavra for the first time in 
several decades.

Before the New Year, the National Kyiv
Pechersk Historical and Cultural Reserve 
informed the Orthodox Church of Ukraine – 
Moscow Patriarchate that, as of January 1, it 
was no longer renewing the lease for the 
use of the Dormition Cathedral and the 
Tabernacle Church in the socalled Upper 
Lavra.

“Today in the Lavra is a truly historic 
event. After a break of 337 years, the 
Ukrainian church and the Ukrainian lan
guage returned to the Lavra. Everyone who 
came to the service was in a high and fes
tive mood today, even those who have 
already celebrated Christmas on December 
25. Today’s event is exceptional,” Deputy 
Minister of Culture and Information Policy 
Taras Shevchenko wrote on Facebook.

He noted that since 1686 only clerics of 
the Moscow Patriarchate have held services 
in the Lavra.

“The monastery belonged to the Kyiv 
Metropolitanate from its foundation. The 

Russian Church annexed the Kyiv 
Metropolitanate together with the Lavra in 
1686,” Mr. Shevchenko said.

He noted that, from a legal point of view, 
it is the state that owns the rights to the 
premises of the Lavra, and it is the state 
that has the right to decide to whom the 
Lavra should be leased and with whom not 
to extend the contract. He also said that 
public sentiment should be taken into 
account when deciding with whom to sign 
a new lease.

Mr. Shevchenko noted that, according to 
a poll conducted by Infosapiens in June 
2022, 66 percent of Ukrainians said the 
lease with the Ukrainian Orthodox Church 
– Moscow Patriarchate should be terminat
ed, while 17 percent of the people polled 
said it should not.

According to the same poll, 55 percent of 
Ukrainians said they belong to the 
Orthodox Church of Ukraine, 3.5 percent 
said they are part of the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church – Moscow Patriarchate, 
and 11 percent said they were considered 
themselves Orthodox, but did not belong to 
a specific patriarchate. Those number, Mr. 
Shevchenko said, will likely only change in 
the direction of more significant support 
for the Orthodox Church of Ukraine.

Pavlo Kaliuk, who was among the 
attendees of the Christmas service, noted 
the historic importance of Metropolitan 
Epifaniy’s service in the Assumption 
Cathedral.

 “I feel that this is a historical event. I’m 
not religious, but I care about important 
events in my country,” he said.

“When our church was stolen from us, 
Moscow strengthened its influence over 
Ukraine. The Moscow Patriarchate as an 
institution does nothing good for our coun
try. A vivid example is how they promoted 
myths about COVID19, while Epifaniy, on 
the contrary, promoted vaccination,” Mr. 
Kaliuk said.

He said he decided to come to the liturgy 
when he first saw the announcement two 
days before Christmas.

“I was immediately interested, and then I 
looked to see if it was open to everyone or if 
it was in a closed format. The openness of 
such a historical event to everyone is also 
nice and symbolic,” he said.

“To be honest, there were doubts about 
whether to attend the service because I 
thought there might be some provocations 
by Russians. But thank God everything 
went quite well. Kudos to the law enforce
ment agencies,” Mr. Kaliuk said.

“I went with the specific purpose of 
entering the Assumption Cathedral to feel 
this atmosphere. I was there for about an 
hour. I was pleasantly surprised to see 
many different people, not only religious 
ones. I met friends whom I did not expect 
to see. It’s interesting how the events with 
Lavra will develop. So far, this service is a 
onetime event, but we want the Orthodox 
Church of Ukraine to return to Lavra indefi
nitely. I am glad to participate in such a 
symbolic event on Christmas,” he said.

(Continued from page 1)

Orthodox Church...

Daily Monitor, February 22, 2018; Dw.com/
ru, January 3, 2019). And on the other, they 
have allowed for more, but not full, cover
age of what technogenic disasters have 
taken place. As a result, just enough articles 
and reports have been circulated to ensure 
that most Russians are aware of these 
catastrophes but not enough to end public 
suspicions that the authorities continue to 
hide the real causes, lest the truth embar
rass the regime or its closest allies among 
the Russian elite (Rusmonitor.com, 
December 31, 2018; Charter97.org, January 
20, 2019). Furthermore, while giving more 
coverage, Moscow has generally failed to 
provide complete coverage of these disas
ters or to bring to justice those responsible, 
precisely because many suspects are either 
part of the regime itself or closely allied to 
it.

Given that combination, ever more 
experts are investigating the causes for the 
wave of technogenic disasters that appear 
to be washing over Russia. In contrast to 
the Russian population at large, which 
appears to view them as either an inevita
ble fact of life given the way the country is 
administered or as the work of Ukrainian 
forces, more observers are inclined to 
blame the government for not carrying out 
the needed inspections and critical repairs 
of these sites (Verstka.media, December 28, 
2022). Others point the finger at the facili
ties’ owners, who, these commentators say, 
may be torching aging and wornout facili
ties either to remove them for new con

struction projects or to collect on insurance 
policies, getting away with such crimes by 
blaming everything on the Ukrainians 
(Publizist.ru, December 13, 2022).

Three things make this discussion par
ticularly fascinating. First, its appearance 
shows that the Putin regime once again has 
shot itself in the foot by allowing just 
enough information to come out to spark 
not only additional conspiracy thinking in 
the population but also suspicions among 
members of the elite that Moscow is hiding 
the truth, lest the facts undermine the 
regime. Second, the course of this discus
sion, given its focus on how the rich may be 
using the war to further feather their nests, 
suggests that many Russians are just as 
angry at their perceived “class enemies” as 
they are at foreign entities. And, third, 
increased discussion on these disasters 
highlights yet another way that Putin’s war 
against Ukraine is coming home – and not 
in the way that he had hoped for, but as a 
boomerang that may ultimately swing back 
to strike those who initially threw it.

How this situation will play out very 
much remains to be seen, but one thing is 
clear: Before rushing to accept Kremlin 
reports that this or that explosion within 
Russia was the result of Ukrainian actions, 
Western observers should carefully consid
er the possibility that the responsibility for 
such disasters lies not with the Ukrainians, 
but with the Russians, and especially with 
the Putin regime itself.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)

Ukraine is...
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by Tanya Kosc

KERHONKSON, N.Y. – Following a twoyear hiatus due 
to the COVID19 pandemic, participants of the 58th Plast 
Orlykiada gathered at the Soyuzivka Heritage Center for 
the annual competition on November 12 to 13, 2022.

More than 110 participants from Plast troops based in 
Yonkers, N.Y.; Philadelphia; Detroit; Toronto; Passaic, N.J.; 
Cleveland; New York; Newark, N.J.; and Boston took part in 
the event.

The Orlykivtsi Plast fraternity organized the weekend 
long competition in which members of Plast Ukrainian 
Scouting Organization prepared exhibits, put on theatrical 
performances and participated in a trivia competition to 
demonstrate their knowledge and mastery of a given topic.

In keeping with the theme of this year’s competition – 

“Hrai, banduro, hrai!” (Play, bandura, play!) – participants 
spoke about the history and cultural impact of the tradi
tional Ukrainian stringed instrument – the bandura – and 
they discussed the musicians who have continued the tra
dition of playing it.

The Plast scouts spoke about the historic kobzari of the 
Kozak era, as well as bandura ensembles that perform 
across the world to this day. The theme proved to be timely 
in today’s wartorn circumstances, as modernday bandura 
players continue to inspire Ukrainians with Ukrainian 
music as a symbol of the nation’s unbreakable spirit.

As music filled Veselka Hall, participants received an 
unexpected virtual visit from members of the Ukrainian 
Bandurist Chorus. The Chorus treated everyone to a live 
performance of the song “Hrai, Banduro, Hrai!”  Other ban
dura players joined in person, with two members of the 
Women’s Bandura Ensemble of America serving as judges 
for the artistic performances.

The three team events occurred throughout the day on 
November 12.  The first event, an academic bowl, was won 
by the girls’ troop from New York, while the girls’ troop 
from Cleveland won second place, and the boys’ troop from 

Cleveland took third place.
In the second event, judges assessed the teams’ muse

umstyle exhibits. The winning exhibit was prepared by 
the boys’ troop from New York, while the girl’s troop from 
Cleveland took second place and the combined girls’ and 
boys’ troop from Detroit took third place.

The third team event, a 7minute artistic performance, 
was won by the boys’ troop from Cleveland, while the girls’ 
troop from Philadelphia took second place and the com
bined girls’ and boys’ troop from Newark, N.J., took third 
place.

A separate competition, the selection of a “Hetmanych” 
and a “Hetmanivna,” was held on November 13. In this 
event, candidates are required to demonstrate their knowl
edge of Ukrainian history, culture and current events, as 
well as demonstrate their leadership capabilities.

The Rev. Dr. Ivan Kaszczak, the Plast chaplain, officiated 
a Divine Liturgy at Holy Trinity Ukrainian Catholic Church. 
Orlykiada participants then gathered for a group photo 
and a closing ceremony that commenced with an announce

Participants of the 58th Orlykiada gathered at the Soyuzivka Heritage Center on November 12 to 13, 2022.

Andriy Zwarych

Uliana Leshchuk from the girls’ Plast troop in Newark, 
N.J., was named Hetmanivna and Luka Korol from the 

boys’ troop in Toronto was named Hetmanych.

Kalyna Leshchuk

58th Plast Orlykiada competition held at Soyuzivka

(Continued on page 15)

Columbia University’s Ukrainian Studies Program to offer seven courses in spring semester
Ukrainian Studies Program

NEW YORK – Columbia University’s Ukrainian Studies 
Program at the Harri man Institute will offer seven courses 
on Ukrainian political science, history, literature and lan
guage during the spring 2023 semester. The program will 
also include a series of lectures on various facets of 
Ukrainian studies.

The Postdoctoral Fellow in Ukrainian Studies at the 
Harriman Institute of Columbia University for 20222024 
is Dr. Emma Mateo. Her appointment is generously sup
ported by the Petro Jacyk Fund. She holds a doctoral 
degree in sociology from the University of Oxford and is a 
scholar studying protest and activism in Ukraine and 
Eastern Europe.

In the spring 2023 semester, Dr. Mateo will be teaching 
a course entitled “Ukrainian Activism and Protest Since 
1990.” This course, which will take place on Mondays at 
6:108 p.m., is designed to help students cultivate a deeper 
understanding of Ukraine’s nationwide history of activism, 
from the late Soviet period to the present day. It intends to 
provide students with a more nuanced understanding of 
regional variation in Ukraine, empowering them to ques
tion simplistic narratives about Ukraine as a divided coun
ty.

On Tuesdays and Thursdays from 1:102:25 p.m., Dr. 
Mark Andryczyk will teach “Soviet Ukrainian Modernism: 
Revolutions, Rebirth, and Experimentation.” Participants in 
the course will study the renaissance in Ukrainian culture 
of the 1920s – a period of revolution, experimentation, 
vibrant expression and polemics.

Focusing on the most important developments in litera
ture, as well as on the intellectual debates they inspired, 
the course will also examine the major achievements in 

Ukrainian theater, visual art and film as integral compo
nents of the cultural spirit that defined the era. The course 
focuses on one of the most important periods of Ukrainian 
culture and examines its lasting impact contemporary 
Ukraine. The course will be complemented by film screen
ings and presentations of visual art and rare publications 
from this period.

In the Spring 2023 semester, Ambas sador Valeriy 
Kuchynskyi will teach a course entitled “Ukraine: Power 
Politics and Diplomacy,” which will be held on Tuesdays 
from 2:104 p.m. The seminarlike course consists of three 
parts: historical background, thematic and political issues, 
and conclusions. It will provide historical perspectives on 
the development of today’s Ukraine, analyses of the evolu
tion of its politics since independence and its quest for 
EuroAtlantic integration.

While providing an assessment of political, social and 
economic transformations, the course will examine major 
causes of the EuroMaidan and the Revolution of Dignity. 
The current political situation in the country and the ongo
ing Russian aggression will also be thoroughly investigat
ed. These and other issues, including behindthe scenes 
activities, power struggles and diplomatic activities, will be 
dealt with in the newly revised course delivered by a 
career diplomat.

Another class, “The Culture of Kyivan Rus,’” will be 
taught on Mondays at 10:10 a.m.noon by Prof. Valentina 
Izmirlieva, director of the Harriman Institute.

The culture of Kyivan Rus’ (10th13th centuries) has 
been violently contested and rewritten for centuries, and 
debates about its fundamental texts have shaped the ways 
scholars study Ukrainian and Russian literatures, Slavic 
history and the politics of Soviet and postSoviet worlds.

Russia’s fullscale war on Ukraine, launched in February 

2022, forced these disciplines to reexamine their own 
assumptions. The seminar will train students to read criti
cally both the primary sources of Kyivan Rus’ and the his
tories of their political and scholarly interpretation. The 
course is primarily for graduate students with a research 
focus on Ukraine, Russia and the postSoviet political 
space.

Three levels of Ukrainian language instruction will be 
taught this spring by Dr. Yuri Shevchuk: Elementary II on 
Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays from 11:40 a.m.
12:55 p.m.; Intermediate II on Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Thursdays from 10:1011:25 a.m.; and Advanced 
Ukrainian Through Literature, Media and Politics on 
Mondays and Wednesdays at 2:403:55 p.m.  

Several events have already been scheduled for Spring 
2023. The Ukrainian Film Club of Columbia University will 
hold its first event in 2023 on January 26 with a 6 p.m. pre
sentation of the film “Uke. The Untold Story of Hockey 
Legends” by Volo dy myr Mula, who will participate in the 
event.

On January 31 at 4:15 p.m., Yana Pryma chenko 
(Institute of History of Ukraine, National Academy of 
Sciences of Ukraine) will present “Historical Fakes in 
Russian Media during the First Phase of the Russian 
Aggression Against Ukraine (20142016).”

On February 16 at 4 p.m., the institute will feature the 
lecture “What Makes Ukraine Resilient in an Asymmetric 
War? A Survey of Local Governments’ Emergency 
Responses” by Oleksandra Keudel (Kyiv School of 
Economics).

Other events are being planned for the semester and 
readers are encouraged to visit https://harriman.colum
bia.edu/researchregions/ukraine/ for more information 
and updates.
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by Ihor N. Stelmach

Over 1,700 hockey fans, many of them 
displaced Ukrainian refugees who fled their 
wartorn nation for Calgary, Canada, made 
their way to Father David Bauer Arena on 
January 2 to cheer on Team Ukraine against 
the University of Calgary Dinos in the sec
ond game of the Hockey Can’t Stop Tour. 
The crowd included many Ukrainian refu
gee youngsters who have begun pursuing 
the sport of hockey since relocating to 
Canada.

For members of Ukraine’s U25 National 
Team, strolling into the Canadian hockey 
rink felt both right at home and half a world 
away. In a January 2 conversation with 
Global News, Ukrainian forward Bogdan 
Stupak smiled and said, “It feels like and 
smells like hockey in here, so it’s really 
nice.”

Teammate and fellow forward Mykhailo 
Simchuk added his take on the exhibition, 
telling Global News, “This game was so, so 
cool. They watch us like big brothers. When 
they leave the country, that’s a good oppor
tunity to start their hockey career, much 
better than in Ukraine. That’s the only plus.”

Simchuk tallied Team Ukraine’s first goal 
of the tour and was greeted with a resound
ing ovation. It would prove to be the team’s 
lone goal in what turned out to be a 31 
defeat. Prior to exiting the ice at the conclu

sion of the match, fans broke out into an 
impromptu rendition of the Ukrainian 
national anthem.

Ticket and merchandise sales and dona
tions raised $30,000. A surprise New Year’s 
Eve gameday experience by the National 
Hockey League’s Calgary Flames thrilled 
the Ukrainian players and the club later 
donated their 50/50 raffle proceeds from 
their 32 win over the Vancouver Canucks 
to the Ukrainian tour. The total amount of 

$180,000 was earmarked to assist 
Ukrainian refugees in Calgary and to 
rebuild hockey infrastructure in Ukraine.

As the team was being transported by 
bus from Saskatoon to Calgary for the 
opener of the fourgame tour, the team 
made an unexpected stop at the Scotiabank 
Saddledome where the Ukrainians got to 
witness a National Hockey League (NHL) 
game. For most of the U25 players, it was 
their first visit to North America, but most 

of them grew up watching NHL hockey at 
home.

Bogdan Stupak’s favorite NHL player 
was Detroit Red Wings’ supertalented 
Pavel Datsyuk, but on January 2 he thor
oughly enjoyed donning a Flaming C jersey 
while rooting for the Flames to beat the 
Canucks.

Nine Ukrainian hockey players from 
Ukraine have suited up in the NHL, the 
three most famous being Ruslan 
Fedotenko, Dmitri Khristich (currently an 
assistant coach with Ukraine’s U25 team) 
and Alexei Ponikarovsky.

For members of Ukraine’s U25 squad, 
getting a chance to watch the best hockey 
talent in the world provided them a peek at 
what could someday transpire in their own 
country. The hope is to grow the sport back 
in Ukraine, perhaps with some assistance 
from Canadians, Americans and even 
Europeans, in terms of education, training 
and new facilities.

Team Ukraine used the Hockey Can’t 
Stop Tour to prepare for the 2023 World 
University Games in Lake Placid, N.Y., 
where they will be the first Ukrainian hock
ey team in 10 years to compete in this 
event.

(Based on reporting by Global News)

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@
sfgsports.com.

Ukraine’s U25 team celebrates its performance against the University of Calgary 
Dinos during the Hockey Can’t Stop Tour on January 2.

University of Calgary Dinos, via Twitter

Hockey Can’t Stop Tour in Calgary nets $180,000 for refugees

On January 3, Ukrainian Foreign Affairs 
Minister  Dmytro  Kul eba  invi ted 
International  Olympic Committee 
President Thomas Bach and other sports 
dignitaries to tour the city of Druzhkivka 
in Donetsk Oblast, Ukraine, and personally 
inspect the devastating consequences of 
Russia’s attacks on Ukraine’s sports infra
structure.

On Instagram, Kuleba wrote: “I invite all 
sports officials who seek to allow Russian 
athletes to participate in international com
petitions, because ‘sport is beyond politics,’ 
including IOC President Thomas Bach, to 
visit Altair [ice rink in Druzhkivka 
destroyed by Russian forces] and personal
ly verify the sport ‘neutrality’ of Russia.

“Maybe then there will be an under
standing [of] why it is immoral to hide 
behind abstract ‘neutrality’ in such a situa
tion. Russia and Belarus must be held fully 
responsible for their crimes against peace, 
and their athletes cannot participate in 
international competitions as if nothing 
had happened,” he wrote.

Kuleba continued: “It was not just a 
sports facility, but one of the key rinks for 
the development of Ukrainian sports and 
the largest ice hockey and figure skating 
school in Ukraine. The only strikes that 
used to take place here were penalty shots 
in hockey, until the ‘depoliticized’ Russian 
bombs struck it.”

In the early evening on January 2, 
Russian forces launched three missile 
strikes on the city of Druzhkivka, destroy
ing the Altair Ice Rink and badly damaging 
the MAN hotel, bus station, church, residen
tial housing and other buildings.

(Based on reporting by Ukrainska 
Pravda)

NOC President Guttsait focuses  
on positives

Newly elected National Olympic 
Committee of Ukraine (NOCU) President 
Vadym Guttsait thanked and congratulated 
all Ukrainians during his remarks on the 
occasion of the Christmas and New Year’s 
holidays. In his remarks, Guttsait focused on 
issuing a positive message despite all of the 
obstacles being faced by his fellow citizens 
as a result of the ongoing war with Russia.

“2022 has become a year of incredible 
trials for all of us. The year is difficult. But 
this is a year of victory, courage, indomita
bility of the Ukrainian people and incredi
ble world support,” Guttsait said.

“Defenders of Ukraine are our power, 
strength and indomitability. Thank you to 
our heroes for every day, for the opportuni
ty to live, compete and win on all fronts,” he 
said. “We keep our professional and sports 
front, join the war on the diplomatic front. 
Our athletes have proven at the interna
tional level that Ukrainians are a nation of 
winners. We persevered.”

“We continue to live, work and glorify 
our Ukraine. And we move forward with 
faith and confidence. On the occasion of the 
New Year and Christmas holidays, I wish 
everyone good health, unshakable faith, 
endurance and new achievements for the 
victory and development of our State,” 
Guttsait said.

Prior to the beginning of the new year, 
Guttsait attended meetings with the region
al branch of the NOCU leadership from 
Zhytomyr State University, coaches and 
athletes in an attempt to formulate plans to 
continue the development of sport in 
Ukraine. He said it was vital that Ukraine 
restore and improve technical and material 

support of athletic facilities and insist that 
sanctions against Russian and Belarusian 
athletes are maintained.

Athletes and coaches at the meetings 
were thanked and saluted for their dedicat
ed hard work and achievements in 2022 
and preparations are being put in place for 
2023, being the last full year before the 
2024 Paris Olympic Games.

(Based on reporting by Inside the 
Games)

Ukrainian athletes train for 
Olympics in Wales

Ukraine’s 4x100meter men’s relay track 
team trained, lived, dined and were sup
ported by Cardiff Metropolitan University 
in Cardiff, Wales, while they prepared for 
the European Championships last August. 
Along with several more male and female 
sprinters from Ukraine, they returned to 
Wales with a longterm objective of prepar
ing themselves to race in the 2024 Paris 

Olympics. All of the Ukrainian runners 
were supplanted from their homeland by 
the Russian invasion and subsequent war.

“Qualifying for the Olympics is the ulti
mate goal for any athlete,” said relay team 
member Andrii Vasyliev when speaking to 
BBC Sport on December 15, 2022. “The 
whole team was proud to represent 
Ukraine at the European Championships, 
but were not satisfied with the result [fail
ing to reach the final], so now we have set 
ourselves a new target of qualifying for the 
Olympics in 2024.”

“Now it’s harder to train in Ukraine 
because there is no electricity, no water or 
heat in our flats and houses. Thankfully, we 
got our opportunity to train here. Of course 
it’s difficult and we’re glad there is such 
help from other countries, especially Wales. 
Now we have set our goals, we have a plan 
and I believe in our team,” Vasyliev said.

Ukraine’s men’s 4x100meter Olympic team has been training at Cardiff 
Metropolitan University in Wales.

Matthew Horwood/WalesOnline.co.uk

Kuleba tells IOC President Bach ‘it is 
immoral to hide behind neutrality’

(Continued on page 15)
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Through Ukraine National University Hockey Team plays in the
January 19 Winter World University Games in New York state, Ross
Canton, NY House, www.lakeplacid2023.com

January 19 Fireside Chat with Ambassador Marie Yovanovich, with
Cambridge, MA book signing of her memoir “Lessons From the Edge,” 
 Harvard University, www.huri.harvard.edu

January 21 Requiem service and commemorative program marking
Elkins Park, PA  Ukraine’s freedom, sovereignty and unity, St. Mary’s 
 Ukrainian Cemetery, 215-962-5830

January 21 Plast Newark Debutante Ball, Plast Ukrainian Scouting
Whippany, NJ Organization, Hanover Marriott, www.plastnewarkdeb.com

January 22 Theophany Eve dinner and concert, Ukrainian National
Jenkintown, PA Women’s League of America, Ukrainian Educational and 
 Cultural Center, 215-663-1166

January 27 Film screening and benefit, “Uke: The Untold Story of
Chicago Hockey Legends,” Ukrainian National Museum, 
 https://tinylink.net/amHxP 

January 29 Concert, Music at the Institute, featuring the music of
New York Thomas “Foma” de Hartmann, Ukrainian Institute of
 America, www.ukrainianinstitute.org

February 4 Ukrainian American Cotillion Ball “Chervona Kalyna,” Plast
Pearl River, NY Ukrainian Scouting Organization, Hilton Pearl River, 
 www.kalynadeb.org

February 9-10 Conference, “Rebuilding Ukraine, Rebuilding the World,” 
Cambridge, MA Temerty Contemporary Ukraine Program, Harvard
 University, www.huri.harvard.edu

February 15 Presentation by Joshua D. Zimmerman, “Pilsudski and the
Cambridge, MA Kyiv Campaign, May-June 1920. Why Poland Championed
 Ukrainian Independence,” Harvard University, 
 www.huri.harvard.edu

February 18 58th annual Debutante Ball, Ukrainian American Youth
Parsippany, NJ  Association, Sheraton Parsippany Hotel, 
 https://cym.org/us/deb-tickets/

February 18 Pre-Lenten Zapusty dinner, Ukrainian Educational and
Jenkintown, PA Cultural Center, www.ueccphila.org

February 22 Presentation by Yana Prymachenko, “Historical Fakes in
Cambridge, MA Russian Media During the First Phase of the Russian 
 Aggression Against Ukraine,”Harvard University, 
 www.huri.harvard.edu

February 24 One-year commemoration since Russia’s invasion of
Cambridge, MA Ukraine, Harvard University, www.huri.harvard.edu

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

In Munich at the European Champion
ships, it was an absolute miracle that the 
Ukrainian runners even got to the event, 
having been without a home since Russia 
launched its fullscale war on Ukraine in 
February 2022.

The Ukrainian runners have been living 
away from home for quite some time, first in 
the Czech Republic, then Bulgaria and finally 
in Wales where they are returning for train
ing between now and the Paris Games.

“It’s amazing to see them grow and 
develop not only as sportsmen, but as indi
viduals, and to see what they’re doing for 
their nation is phenomenal,” said Gareth 
Walton, performance coach at Cardiff 
Metropolitan University. It was Walton who 
established the cooperative association via 
his friendship with Ukrainian sprint coach 
Sergiy Basenko.

The partnership has brought to light 
what the country of Wales and the Cardiff 
Met institution offer in terms of facilities, 

coaching development and a safe haven for 
athletes where they can train and thrive. 
The ultimate goal for all parties concerned 
is for the Ukrainian runners to participate 
in the Paris Olympics.

Cardiff Met has allocated more than 
$535,000 over the next two years in schol
arships and endowments to support the 
Ukrainian sprinters. The institution is even 
pursuing educational and program assis
tance for coaches in Ukraine. The Ukrainian 
runners will benefit from continued prac
tice in the winter months by participating 
in the indoor track season.

In the interim, they returned to Ukraine 
in midDecember, taking two airline flights 
to Warsaw and a bus to their Ukrainian 
homes. Their 2022 Christmas was a most 
unique one with the war raging on in their 
country. Knowing they are returning to 
their home away from home in Wales made 
it more bearable. As joyous as a reunion 
with family was for the young Ukrainian 
athletes, the visit was only a temporary 
one. Then it was back to Wales and training 
for the Olympics.

(Based on reporting by BBC Sport)

(Continued from page 14)
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ment that Uliana Leshchuk, a member of the 
girls’ troop from Newark, N.J., was named 
Hetmanivna and Luka Korol from the boys’ 
troop in Toronto was named the new 
Hetmanych.

Judges then announced the overall win
ner of this year’s Orlykiada was the girls’ 
troop from Cleveland, while the girls’ troop 

from New York won second place and the 
boys’ troop from Cleveland took third 
place. Fourth place was awarded to the 
combined girls’ and boys’ troop from 
Newark, N.J., and the girls’ troop from 
Philadelphia took fifth place.

The organizers of the annual competi
tion said they were grateful to everyone 
who supported and participated in the 
event. The 59th Orlykiada, which will be 
held later this year, will explore topic of 
Kyivan Rus.

(Continued from page 12)
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arming the soontobe mobilized hundreds 
of thousands of reluctant men looms large, 
and the reaction of a profoundly discon
tented society cannot be reliably guided by 
the jingoist propaganda (Re:Russia, 
December 26). Putin’s pseudostrategy ulti
mately aims at breaking the Ukrainian will 
to resist, but this calculus is underpinned 
by the complete inability to understand the 
societal strength that the Ukrainian state 
can still mobilize – not to mention the true 
state of Russian society at the start of 
another year of this senseless war (Grani.
ru, January 6; Levada.ru, December 27).

Ukrainian defiance relies on and inspires 
sustained Western support, and the 
remarkable unity and motivation of the 
U.S.led coalition is another phenomenon 
that Putin has yet to fully comprehend. The 
Russian president counted on the accumu
lation of concerns in key European coun
tries and on their reluctance to follow the 
U.S., but French President Emmanuel 
Macron opted instead for taking the lead in 
supplying Ukraine with the AMX10 RC 
armored fighting vehicles, which will add 
significantly to Ukraine’s offensive capabili
ties (Novayagazeta.eu, January 5). In rapid 
succession, German Chancellor Olaf Scholz 
hesitated only for a day before announcing 
the supply of Marder infantry fighting vehi
cles to the Ukrainian side, and President Joe 
Biden included in the new U.S. aid package 
to Ukraine the M2 Bradley armored fight
ing vehicle. Now, it seems, the only post
poned decision about Western aid is about 
providing main battle tanks, such as 
German Leopard1 tanks (Rossiiskaya 
Gazeta, January 7; Gazeta.ru, January 5). 
Germany has also committed to providing a 
battery of MIM104 Patriot surfacetoair 
missiles in addition to the planned battery 
from the U.S. As such, the Ukrainian air 
defense system will be upgraded, and the 
next phase of decisions for Western policy
makers is the supply of longrange strike 
weapon systems, starting with the MQ9 
Reaper drones (Svaboda, January 6).

Moscow used to take pride in the superi
or quality of its arms and is still trying to 

boost depressed public morale by asserting 
that the soontobe deployed electronic 
warfare systems will neutralize Ukrainian 
drones (Izvestiya, January 4). The plain fact, 
however, is that the muchadvertised T14 
Armata main battle tank and the whole fam
ily of armored vehicles on this platform are 
currently not on the Donbas battlefields due 
to stalled production (Topwar.ru, December 
30). As a result, the Ukrainian forces are 
gradually gaining advantage in the quality of 
all major weapon systems, and this trend is 
as incomprehensible for the Russian top 
brass as is the inability to ensure superior 
manpower on the battlefield.

Putin tried to disperse this glum outlook 
by making a big show of sending the 
Admiral Gorshkovclass frigate armed with 
the newly developed 3M22 Tsirkon hyper
sonic antiship missile on a long ocean 
cruise (Moskovsky Komsomolets, January 
4). Even the Russian militarypatriotic com
mentators, however, were skeptical about 
the strategic significance of this voyage of a 
small ship aimed at relieving the Admiral 
Kasatonov and Admiral Grigorovichclass 
frigates, which have been stuck at the 
Tartus naval base in Syria for more than a 
year, without proper maintenance 
(Svobodnaya Pressa, January 6).

Indeed, no wonderweapon or tactical 
breakthrough alone will help Russia in 
regaining the initiative in this war, which it 
planned to win quickly and brutally. As 
such, Putin can only try to plug the holes in 
his defenses, hoping that the rising tide will 
somehow turn. Yet, he has no trust in his 
generals, who know how to cover up fail
ures but not how to learn from their blun
ders. The Russian president also has no 
confidence in his ministers, who excel at 
manipulating statistics but cannot effec
tively mobilize the corruptionridden econ
omy into a war machine. His cronies are 
useless in managing the war, and their loy
alty is too demonstrative to be real. Putin is 
alone in his defeat, and the church, which 
he has turned into a pillar of his autocracy, 
cannot give him any solace.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)
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and various other measures to hold the 
Russians accountable for their aggression 
and genocidal actions.

As compelling as both the strategic and 
moral case for supporting Ukraine is, one 
must not take anything for granted. Keep in 
mind that even the most favorably dis

posed members of Congress must deal 
with a plethora of issues, both foreign and 
domestic. The dysfunction among House 
Republicans, as illustrated by the chaos 
over the election of the Speaker of the 
House, may also in some ways complicate 
funding levels for Ukraine. Advocates will 
need to keep Ukraine on Congress’ radar 
screen and keep reminding the American 
public of the stakes involved. It is incum
bent upon each of us to do what we can.

(Continued from page 7)
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