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John Bura, auxiliary bishop emeritus of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia, dies

Press Office of the Ukrainian Catholic 
Archeparchy of Philadelphia

PHILADELPHIA – John Bura, auxiliary 
bishop emeritus of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia, 
died on January 17 at Georgetown 
University Hospital in Washington, D.C., 
according to church officials. He was 78.

Borys Gudziak, the metropolitan arch
bishop of the Ukrainian Catholic 
Archeparchy of Philadelphia, announced 
Bishop Bura’s death in a statement.

“It is with brotherly sadness but with 
true Christian hope in the resurrection of 
our Lord that I share with you news of 
the dormition of His Excellency Most 
Rev. John Bura, auxiliary bishop emeritus 
of the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia,” Archbishop Gudziak said. 
“Bishop John was called to the Lord 
today, January 17 at 3:30 p.m. after an 
extended hospital stay having received 
the Sacraments.”

“Bishop John gave his life to God, to 
the Church, and to our Archeparchy. We 
pray for the peace of his soul. We thank 
God for his life and service,” Archbishop 
Gudziak said. “Our dear Bishop Ivan 
[John], a thoughtful kind man, lived his 
final years at St. Josaphat Seminary 
accompanied with great solicitude by 
Father Rector Robert Hitchens. We 

express our heartfelt condolences to 
Bishop John’s brothers: Nicholas, Theo
do re and his wife Joyce, Walter and his 
wife Mary Anne, and sister Rosalie and 
her husband Eugene Naumenko, to the 
entire Bura family, and all friends of the 
deceased. May his memory be eternal.”

RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service

Russian forces kept focusing their offen
sive efforts on Bakhmut in the eastern 
region of Donetsk, Ukraine’s military said, as 
Kyiv again urged its Western allies to speed 
up approval for the delivery of advanced 
heavy weaponry including modern tanks.

The Ukrainian military General Staff said 
in its daily report that Bakhmut and 
Avdiyivka, where heavy fighting has been 
going on for months, remained Moscow’s 
main targets in Donetsk, while the settle
ment of Bilohorivka in the neighboring 
Luhansk region had also come under inten
sified attacks over a period of 24 hours on 
January 18.

Russian troops carried out six missile 
strikes over the same interval, three of 
which hit civilian infrastructure targets in 
the cities of Kupyansk and Kramatorsk, as 
well as 14 air strikes and 95 rocket salvos, 
the General Staff said.

It also warned that the threat of Russian 
air and missile strikes on civilian objects 

remained high throughout Ukraine.
Russia over the past several months has 

relentlessly targeted civilian settlements 
and energy infrastructure that plunged mil
lions of Ukrainians into dark and cold in the 
middle of winter.

The latest attacks came after a Russian 
missile strike on an apartment building 
that housed around 1,700 people in the 
central Ukrainian city of Dnipro killed at 
least 45 people.

More than 9,000 civilians, including 453 
children, have been killed since the war 
began last February, Andriy Yermak, the 
Ukrainian president’s chief of staff, told the 
World Economic Forum in the Swiss resort 
of Davos on January 17. The United Nations 
has put the civilian toll at more than 7,000.

Top U.S. and Ukrainian military officers 
met for the first time at a secret location in 
southeastern Poland on January 17 as Kyiv 
pressed the need for increased supplies of 
Western arms.

by Roman Tymotsko

LVIV – Following a meeting of the Lublin 
Triangle on January 11, the presidents of 
Ukraine, Poland and Lithuania announced 
they had signed a joint declaration affirm
ing the centuriesold ties between the three 
countries and confirming their support for 
the establishment of a special international 
tribunal to prosecute Russian for crimes 
committed during its war on Ukraine.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelens
kyy, Polish President Andrzej Duda and 
Lithuanian President Gitanas Nausėda met 
in Lviv’s Potocki Palace. The meeting, 
which came as a surprise to many, was kept 
secret for security concerns.

The main topic of the Lublin Triangle 
summit was the security situation in 
Ukraine, and the three men discussed mea
sures Ukraine’s closest allies could take to 
help defend Kyiv from Russia’s ongoing 
war. 

As a result of the summit, the three lead
ers signed a Joint Declaration, confirming 
the centuriesold historical ties between 
Ukraine, Lithuania and Poland, as well as 
defining the most important areas of coop
eration, particularly in the framework of 
Ukraine’s path to acquire full membership 
in the European Union and the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO).

The document noted the intention of 
Lithuania and Poland to continue providing 
powerful military, technical, defense, 
humanitarian and other support to 
Ukraine. The Joint Declaration highlights 
support for convening the Global Peace 
Formula Summit to consolidate interna
tional support for the peace plan offered by 
Mr. Zelenskyy to end the war. 

The meeting of the three presidents in 
Lviv resulted in one of the first announce
ments that Poland would transfer modern 

Russia keeps up pressure in east  
as Ukraine eyes more advanced weaponry

Leaders of Ukraine, Poland and Lithuania meet 
in Lviv for second summit of Lublin Triangle

(Continued on page 7)

RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service

A helicopter crashed near a kindergar
ten and a residential building just outside 
of Kyiv on January 18, leaving 14 dead, 
including Internal Affairs Minister Denys 
Monas tyrsky and other senior ministry 
officials, as well as at least one child in what 
Presi dent Volodymyr Zelenskyy called “a 
terrible tragedy.”

Mr. Monastyrsky’s first deputy minister, 
Yevhen Yenin, and State Secretary Yuriy 
Lubkovych were also among the dead.

Ihor Klymenko, the chief of Ukraine’s 
police, said nine of those killed were 
aboard the emergency services helicopter.

Mr. Klymenko was later named acting 
interior minister and said the Internal 
Affairs Ministry was functioning.

“Despite the internal devastation that 
we all feel, the leadership team of the 
Interior Ministry is working confidently 
and steadily,” he said, according to the min
istry’s press service. 

“Our duty [is] to fulfill all the tasks 
planned by Minister Monastyrsky. And 
most importantly to protect people and 
Ukraine,” he said.

It was not immediately known if the 
crash was caused by an accident or if it was 
a consequence of the war. Anton Hera
shchenko, an adviser to Mr. Monastyrsky, 
said that an investigation had been opened 
into the incident.

There was no immediate comment from 
Moscow and Ukrainian officials made no 
reference to any Russian attack in the area 
at the time.

But the Security Service of Ukraine 
(SBU) said investigators were focusing on 
three possible causes for the crash: a viola
tion of flight rules, a technical malfunction 
of the helicopter, or deliberate actions to 

Ukrainian Internal Affairs Ministry leadership,  
child killed in helicopter crash near Kyiv

(Continued on page 6)

Denys Monastyrsky, the minister of 
inter nal affairs of Ukraine, was among 
those killed when a helicopter crashed in 

Brovary, Ukraine, on January 18.

John Bura

Ministry of Internal Affairs of Ukraine

Press Office of the Ukrainian  
Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia

(Continued on page 11)
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Zelenskyy addresses World Economic Forum

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelens
kyy told the World Economic Forum that 
Western supplies of tanks and air defense 
systems should come more quickly in order 
to outpace Russian attacks. Mr. Zelenskyy, 
who addressed the elite gathering of world 
leaders and corporate executives in the 
Swiss ski resort of Davos on January 18 via 
video link, called for the world to speed up 
deliveries of weapons, saying that Ukraine 
is standing strong despite daily fighting in 
eastern Ukraine, but he said the West has to 
recognize that “tyranny is outpacing 
democracies” and urged world leaders to 
act faster. “The time the free world uses to 
think is used by the terrorist state to kill,” 
Mr. Zelenskyy said. “The supplies of 
Western tanks must outpace another inva
sion of Russian tanks.” Ukraine remains 
motivated to continue battling the Russian 
invasion, now in its 11th month, he said, 
but added that its allies have repeatedly 
been too “hesitant” to act to confront 
Russia, even if they eventually make the 
right call. Mr. Zelenskyy did not specifically 
mention Germany, but Ukraine has repeat
edly called on Berlin to send German
manufactured Leopard 2 tanks. German 
Chancellor Olaf Scholz spoke earlier to the 
forum, telling the audience that Berlin will 
support Ukraine “for as long as necessary.” 
But Mr. Scholz, despite criticism not just 
from Kyiv but also from North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization (NATO) allies and 
members of his own coalition, has so far 
held out against sending Leopard 2 tanks. 
“We are continuously supplying Ukraine 
with large quantities of arms, in close con
sultation with our partners,” including artil
lery, air defense systems and armored vehi
cles, Mr. Scholz said. He described the deci
sion to send those weapons as “a profound 
turning point in German foreign and securi
ty policy.” Mr. Zelenskyy added that he was 
pleased to hear that former U.S. Secretary 
of State Henry Kissinger has altered his 
view on Ukrainian membership in NATO. 
Mr. Kissinger, who spoke virtually to the 
World Economic Forum on January 17, said 
Russia’s invasion shows there is no longer a 
point to keeping Ukraine out of NATO and 
membership for Ukraine would be an 
“appropriate outcome.” Mr. Kissinger’s 
revised opinion is “very important to put 

political pressure on Russia” to stop its 
aggression, Mr. Zelenskyy said, adding that 
Kyiv still believes that NATO membership is 
the best guarantee for its security. Asked 
whether he has concerns for his own safety 
in light of a helicopter crash on January 18 
near Kyiv that took the lives of Ukraine’s 
interior minister and other government 
officials, Mr. Zelenskyy said he was not 
worried. He asked the audience to observe 
a moment of silence for the 14 people 
killed, including Internal Affairs Minister 
Denys Monastyrsky and other senior min
istry officials, as well as one child. His wife, 
first lady Olena Zelenska, was among those 
in the audience. She is in Davos to urge 
political and business leaders to wield their 
“influence” in support of Ukraine. Kyiv 
Mayor Vitali Klitschko, also speaking at the 
World Economic Forum, said he had “very 
good and positive signals” that new weap
ons would be announced for Ukraine at a 
meeting of the country’s Western allies in 
Germany on January 20. (RFE/RL, with 
reporting by AP, Reuters and AFP)

Death toll rises to 40 after missile strike

The death toll from a Russian missile 
strike on an apartment building in the cen
tral Ukrainian city of Dnipro has risen to 
40, the national emergencies service said 
on January 16. Dnipro’s municipal council 
also said 75 people had been injured in the 
strike in the city, just one of several 
Ukrainian cities targeted by Russian mis
siles – but by far the deadliest attack – on 
January 14. “The searchandrescue opera
tion in Dnipro has been continuing for 
almost 40 hours,” Valentyn Reznichenko, 
the head of the Dnipropetrovsk regional 
military administration, said on January 16. 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
spoke directly to the Russian people in his 
nightly video address: “Your cowardly 
silence, your attempt to ‘wait out’ what is 
happening, will end only with the fact that 
one day these same terrorists will come for 
you,” he said, speaking in Russian. Earlier, 
the city council declared three days of 
mourning for what it described as the 
worst “terrorist attack on Dnipro” since the 
launch of Russia’s full invasion last 
February. Rescuers used a crane to try to 

(Continued on page 10)

 NEWS ANALYSIS

by Pavel K. Baev
Eurasia Daily Monitor

Combat operations in Ukraine have 
largely contracted to a 10mile battle
ground between Bakhmut and Soledar. 
During this fierce fighting, the command 
structure of Russia’s “special military oper
ation” was suddenly upgraded on January 
11. Gen. Valery Gerasimov, the chief of the 
Russian General Staff, is now in charge, and 
the previous commander, Gen. Sergey 
Surovikin, has become subordinate to Mr. 
Gerasimov as one of his three deputies 
(Izvestiya, January 12). The logic of this 
reshuffle was not immediately clear, as Mr. 
Surovikin, appointed in early October 2022, 
when the Russian grouping positioned on 
the right bank (western side) of the Dnipro 
River became desperate, was broadly per
ceived as a competent commander and had 
been praised rather than blamed for the 
retreat from Kherson (Svobodnaya Pressa, 
January 3). In his new position, Mr. 
Gerasimov is supposed to organize and 
lead a new largescale offensive operation, 
but the chances for success in this are rath
er slim, while the broader political context 
of his appointment could signify Russia’s 
more determined mobilization for the war 
(Nezavisimaya Gazeta, January 11).

In the camp of Russian warmakers, the 
new authority assigned to Mr. Gerasimov 
marks a setback for Yevgeny Prigozhin, 
master of the Wagner mercenaries, who 
has sought to boost his political profile by 
claiming credit for the capture of Soledar 
(Republic.ru, January 12). For the first time, 
the Russian Defense Ministry acknowl
edged the role of Wagner troops in the bat
tle surrounding Bakhmut but clarified that 

the main tasks were being performed by 
the airborne battalions supported by tacti
cal aviation strikes (Meduza, January 13). 
This was hardly a consolation for Mr. 
Prigozhin, who directed personal attacks 
against Mr. Gerasimov through a noisy gang 
of “militarypatriotic” bloggers (Topwar.ru, 
January 11). Such previous attacks, to 
which Ramzan Kadyrov, the brutal ruler of 
Chechnya, contributed his scorn, was 
focused on Gen. Aleksandr Lapin, who was 
indeed relieved of his command but was 
recently appointed to chief of staff of 
Russia’s ground forces (Svoboda, January 
11).

While Mr. Kadyrov foresaw a change in 
the political winds and quietly disappeared 
from the virtual Ukrainian theater to his 
home turf, Mr. Prigozhin has continued his 
assaults on the top brass, which, in 
response, have duly closed ranks and re
asserted their control over crafting strategy 
(Fontanka.ru, January 12). His recruitment 
campaign among the prison population has 
generated plenty of negative publicity, and 
the volume of casualties among the Wagner 
units in the battles for Bakhmut and 
Soledar is so high that rebuilding a combat
capable force from these “dirty hundreds” 
might be a worthless task (Current Time, 
January 13). Overall, Russian President 
Vladimir Putin excels at playing on tensions 
between his subordinates, but he has rec
ognized Mr. Prigozhin as a liability and has 
attempted to promptly cut him down to 
size (Svoboda, January 12).

Granting a heavier burden to Mr. Gerasi
mov, Putin has also shortened the distance 
between himself and the war, implicitly 

by Pavel Luzin
Eurasia Daily Monitor

The final deficit of the Russian federal 
budget for 2022 appeared to be 3.35 tril
lion rubles, almost $48.8 billion according 
to the average exchange rate during the 
year. The ruble became a partially convert
ible currency after the beginning of 
Moscow’s aggression against Ukraine, and, 
therefore, the exchange rates must be treat
ed carefully. The Russian government’s 
total revenue for 2022 was 27.77 trillion 
rubles (about $409.68 billion) and total 
spending was 31.11 trillion rubles (just 
under $459 billion) (RBC, January 10). 
However, the original government budget 
had accounted for 25 trillion rubles 
($368.81 billion) in revenue and only 23.78 
trillion rubles ($350.81 billion) in spending 
(Minfin.gov.ru, December 2021). Thus, the 
additional and unplanned spending of 
2022 came out to be 7.33 trillion rubles, or 
$107 billion, and an undefined share of this 
amount, presumably somewhere between 
3 trillion and 4 trillion rubles ($44 billion to 
$59 billion), belongs to the national 
defense, national security and law enforce
ment budgets. Meanwhile, the additional 
2.77 trillion rubles ($40.86 billion) of reve
nue came from increased taxes on 
Gazprom and the Russian National Wealth 
Fund, which de facto means an emission of 
rubles (Kommersant, September 28, 2022; 
Minfin.gov.ru, November 8, 2022; TASS, 
December 27, 2022).

Russian government budget planning for 
2023 presumes 26.13 trillion rubles 
($385.48 billion) in revenue and 29.06 tril
lion rubles ($428.71 billion) for spending 
(Budget.gov.ru, December 5, 2022). The 
share of national defense spending is 
planned to exceed 5 trillion rubles (almost 
$74 billion), and the share of the budget 
dedicated to national security and law 
enforcement is planned to exceed 4.4 tril
lion rubles ($64.9 billion). These figures 
were updated from the original estimates of 
3.47 trillion rubles ($51.19 billion) and 2.97 
trillion rubles ($43.82 billion), respectively 
(Minfin.gov.ru, December 2021; Duma.gov.
ru, October 26, 2022; Duma.gov.ru, 
November 10, 2022). However, the current 
budget plan is not final and will probably be 
revised throughout the year. Therefore, if 
the estimated immediate costs of Russia’s 
war against Ukraine during 20222023 
grew from 5 trillion rubles (almost $74 bil
lion) to 8.3 trillion rubles ($122.4 billion) as 
of November 2022 (see Eurasia Daily 
Monitor, November 17, 2022), now it defi
nitely exceeds 10 trillion rubles (147.5 bil
lion) and promises to further increase.

Nevertheless, all these additional tril
lions of rubles in 2022 did not lead to a sig
nificant increase in arms manufacturing. 
For instance, the total manufacturing rate 
in Russia for the period running from 
January to November 2022 was 99.2 per
cent when compared to the same period in 
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Russia shifts top brass
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taking greater responsibility for assuring 
that the strategic initiative remains with 
Russia (Moskovsky Kom somolets, January 
12). His cadre reshuffling (announced by 
Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu) has helped 
shift attention away from the devastating 
Ukrainian strike on the barracks in 
Makiivka and the fake Russian retaliation 
on Kramatorsk (The Insider, January 9).

It has also covered up the diminishing 
effectiveness of Russian missile strikes on 
Ukrainian energy infrastructure – for which 
Mr. Surovikin, as the commander of the 
aerospace forces, remains responsible – 
even before the deployment of the MIM
104 Patriot surfacetoair missile systems 
in Ukraine (Kommersant, January 11). This 
camouflage can, however, hold only until 
the meeting of the Ramstein group of arms 
suppliers to Ukraine on January 20, where 
a decision on granting a large number of 
Leopard2 main battle tanks is due to be 
taken, much to the anxiety of Russian mili

tary experts (Nezavisimaya Gazeta, January 
10; Svobodnaya Pressa, January 13).

Putin’s greater involvement in com
manding the “special military operation” is 
reflected in the frequency of his visits to 
various headquarters, for instance to the 
Southern Military District on December 31, 
2022, and even in the visual style of his 
New Year’s address before a group of uni
formed “heroes” (Carnegie Politika, January 
13). This demonstrative militarization 
means a fast reduction of many features of 
“normal life,” which, until recently, the 
Kremlin had tried to cultivate at home, 
including the freedom to travel abroad. 
Demands in the Russian State Duma for 
confiscating the property of “traitors,” who 
escaped from Russia during 2022, are 
amplified to prevent a new rush across the 
borders when the next round of mobiliza
tion is inevitably announced (Rossiiskaya 
Gazeta, January 13). The curtailing of “nor
malcy” also brings sharp reprimands to 
those lowlevel officials who opted to spend 
holidays in warmer climates (Kommersant, 
January 10). Children of the top elite are 
certainly exempted from this enforcement 

of “patriotism,” as Mr. Shoigu’s daughter 
enjoyed the holiday season in a luxury hotel 
in Dubai (The Insider, January 11).

Worries are spreading in the Russian 
business community regarding possible 
confiscation of profits and assets under the 
guise of “fundraising for victory” (The Bell, 
January 15). Putin’s legislative proposal on 
withdrawing from the European Criminal 
Law Convention on Corruption cannot dis
pel these worries, not least because most 
channels for “evacuating” the fortunes 
gained by rampant corruption to various 
“safe havens” are increasingly being 
blocked by Western sanctions (Forbes.ru, 
January 12). These headaches of the rich 
are foreign for the vast majority of 
Russians, who have to reconcile with the 
reality of further contraction of incomes in 
the wartime economy (RBC, January 12). 
The mood in Russian society is turning 
gloomier as the prospect of a swift end to 
the incomprehensible war is disappearing 
and the illusion of normal life amid it is 
crudely being dispelled (The Moscow 
Times, January 9).

Switching to a more wartime footing, 

Putin must grant more authority to the top 
brass, because only they can deliver a 
meaningful victory while the rabble of 
Wagner mercenaries is being wasted in 
waves of attacks on desolate Soledar. The 
problem is that Mr. Gerasimov and his 
demoralized generals know better than 
anyone that the required victory can only 
be achieved by numbers that cannot be 
mustered, discipline that cannot be instilled 
and motivation that cannot be invented. 
While Putin remains blinded by his scorn of 
Ukraine and his disdain for the West, the 
field commanders and General Staff plan
ners are beginning to learn from their mis
takes and are developing respect for the 
enemy, which is gaining in competence and 
confidence. Reckoning with the reality of 
the poorly waged war, Russia finds few 
sources of strength for a proper mobiliza
tion but plenty of causes for demoraliza
tion, disarray and defeat.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)

As war against...

U.S. Lt. Gen. Ben Hodges on Russia’s lack of a ‘coherent plan’
by Vazha Tavberidze

RFE/RL

Retired U.S. Lt. Gen. Ben Hodges com-
manded U.S. Army forces in Europe from 
2014-2017. He previously served as the 
Pershing chair in strategic studies at the 
Center for European Policy Analysis (CEPA) 
in Washington, D.C.

In an interview with RFE/RL’s Georgian 
Service, Mr. Hodges discussed the Russian 
military operation’s lack of coherence and 
how new fighting vehicles and tanks from 
abroad could change the course of the war.

RFE/RL: The cities of Bakhmut and 
Soledar are under relentless assault from 
Russian forces, or to be more specific, 
Wagner mercenary forces. Why is Bakhmut 
in eastern Ukraine so important? What is 
Yevgeny Prigozhin, the founder of the 
Wagner mercenary group, trying to achieve 
there?

Mr. Hodges: It’s taken me a while to fig
ure out why Russia would put so much 
emphasis on Bakhmut, especially the forces 
led by Mr. Prigozhin. And I do think there is 
a symbolic aspect of this – this is almost 
like a vanity project for him.

He clearly doesn’t care how many people 
are killed. They’ve been at it now for five 
months, and they still have not been able to 
take Bakhmut. And they just continue pour
ing untrained, recently mobilized soldiers 
into that fight.

But it’s recently come to light also that 
there are significant salt and gypsum mines 
in the region. And Mr. Prigozhin even talked 
about securing the resources there. But I 
don’t know if that will be very comforting 
to the families of the thousands of people 
who have been killed there to know that 
Mr. Prigozhin’s real objective was not a 
strategically important crossroads or inter
section, but it’s gypsum mines.

I think that this whole operation around 
Bakhmut illustrates the lack of coherence 
of Russia’s operation. I don’t think Prigo
zhin takes order from [Gen. Sergei] Suro
vikin, and he certainly does not take orders 
from Gen. [Valery] Gerasimov [who was 
appointed on January 11 to oversee the 
invasion]. So, who’s in charge? ... They don’t 
have a coherent plan. They really, fortu
nately, have still not learned and fixed all 
the institutional flaws that they showed 

back in February, March.
RFE/RL: Could it be that they’re betting 

on a familiar strategy that, if you throw 
numbers into battle, then, sooner or later, 
results will emerge?

Mr. Hodges: Russians have always 
assumed that mass will win. I mean, that’s 
been their way of war for centuries, that 
they would eventually just overwhelm the 
Ukrainian forces. But obviously, they 
haven’t been able to do that, because the 
Ukrainians have been so professional, so 
skilled, and we see that actually precision 
can defeat mass, if you have enough preci
sion, and if you apply it in the right places. 
And Ukraine has consistently gone after 
logistics – transportation networks, ammu
nition storage – through a variety of differ
ent means.

RFE/RL: Last week, Western countries 
announced they would be sending Ukraine 
more sophisticated weapons, including 
Bradley armored vehicles from the United 
States, Marder fighting vehicles from 
Germany and lighter infantry fighting vehi
cles from France. How much of a disadvan
tage has Ukraine had without them and 
what can Kyiv now achieve with them?

Mr. Hodges: Well, of course, I wish these 
decisions to provide Bradley and Marder 
and AMX10RC and other systems would 
have been made sooner. But the good news 
is they’ve been made.

What I heard last week was the founda
tion for an armor brigade. Basically, you’ve 
got selfpropelled artillery from the Czech 
Republic, a battalion; AMX10RC from 
France, which is an excellent wheeled vehi
cle, a lot of mobility with a big gun on it; 
and then a battalion of Marder, which is a 
very good system; and then a battalion of 
Bradley, which is the best infantry fighting 
vehicle in the world.

If you get those and then if you put 
maybe a Ukrainian tank battalion in the 
middle of it with engineers, you’ve got a 
lethal combined arms formation that could 
be the iron fist that would help penetrate 
these endless lines of Russian trenches, if 
they’re properly supported.

That’s what I see. I don’t count vehicles; I 
look at capability. … And so, they’ll spend 
the next couple of months getting the 
equipment, training on it, practicing, build
ing up the logistics for it. And I think when 

the Ukrainian General Staff is ready, they 
will employ this as a force.

RFE/RL: Some Western security experts 
with whom I’ve spoken are more skeptical. 
They say that, while it is welcome news, it 
lacks punch, that Ukraine needs proper 
tanks – like the M1 Abrams – and similar 
weapons systems. Do you agree with that 
assessment? And, if so, do you believe such 
a weapons package is in the pipeline as 
well?

Mr. Hodges: Well, certainly it would be 
better if they also had Abrams and or 
Leopards. It feels like those might be com
ing, but I don’t know. … But also, I would 
not assume that what we just saw last week 
is in a vacuum. There are other things that 
Ukrainians are doing to build up capability 
for the next phase of this, of their counter
offensive, which will be the decisive phase, 
which I think is the liberation of Crimea.

RFE/RL: I’ll soon return to the issue of 
Crimea, but first I’d like to ask about tanks. 
It seems several countries, including 
Poland and Britain, [are] on the verge of 
providing tanks to Ukraine. How significant 
would that be for Ukraine and how could it 
change the tide of the war?

Mr. Hodges: It’s important in terms of 
real capability, assuming that they get the 
maintenance that comes with it, the right 
ammunition and the opportunity to train so 
that this is real capability.

But it’s even more important that it sig
nals that Western governments are taking 
the next step, that they are less and less 
concerned that Russia might somehow try 
to escalate, because that’s so unlikely. And 
while those are decisions that are being 
made late, I think it’s not too late to make a 
difference.

And of course, this is not over after 
Ukraine liberates Crimea; they’re going to 
have to protect themselves for a long time 
to come. ...

RFE/RL: You said you don’t pay much 
attention to numbers of things provided 
but still, it’s a drastic difference if you look 
at what has been provided and what the 
commander in chief of the armed forces of 
Ukraine, Valery Zaluzhnyi, has requested. 
He has asked for 700 armored vehicles and 
300 tanks. How close is Ukraine to getting 
them?

Mr. Hodges: I don’t know. There are so 
many things going on that we don’t neces
sarily get a big headline for. … Russia gets 
drones from Iran, and they get cold weath
er uniforms from North Korea – that’s it.

There are 50 nations lined up helping 
Ukraine. Have we done it as fast as they 
need? No. And have we done enough? No. Is 
there more to come? I hope so. But I mean, 
if I’m in the Kremlin, I’m like, what? The 
Germans now are giving Marder, and 
another Patriot battery. And they’re talking 
about Leopard. I mean that’s got to be dis
couraging from the Russian side.

RFE/RL: You had earlier predicted it 
could be possible by the end of 2022 for 
Ukraine’s military to push back Russian 
invading forces to their positions before the 
full invasion was launched on February 24. 
Why didn’t that prediction prove correct?

Mr. Hodges: Yeah, obviously, I was over
ly optimistic about that because I did not 
anticipate that we would have failed to pro
vide longerrange systems, like ATACMS 
[Army Tactical Missile Systems]. I thought 
that was coming. So, that’s been a short
coming.

I also did not anticipate the amount of 
forces that Russia was willing to sacrifice in 
and around Bakhmut. I mean, obviously, I 
was off – not by much, but I was off. What 
does matter is how Ukraine has adapted to 
what Russia is doing with these mobilized 
troops. And does the West deliver to 
Ukraine what they need, so that they can 
continue to attack Russian logistics and 
command and control?

This is how I think they liberate Crimea. 
There are only two roads that lead to 
Crimea: the Kerch Bridge and the land 
bridge. One’s already been severely dam
aged; the other one’s already been hit. 
That’s what needs to happen over the next 
few months. We need to provide Ukraine 
the ability to do that.

If we limit what we give them in terms of 
range – so the GMLRS, which is the rocket 
fired by HIMARS [highmobility artillery 
rocket system] – up to 90 kilometers. If we 
don’t do more than that, then in effect we 
create a sanctuary for Russia. So, Russia is 
able to shoot from Crimea with impunity, 
or inside Russia, inside Belarus.

 INTERVIEW

(Continued on page 10)
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Ukrainian First Lady Olena Zelenska discusses Ukraine’s future on sidelines at World Economic Forum
by Mariana Karapinka

Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy  
of Philadelphia

PHILADELPHIA – During an hourlong 
conversation held on the sidelines of the 
World Economic Forum in Davos, 
Switzerland, on January 17, Metropolitan 
Archbishop Borys Gudziak and Ukrainian 
First Lady Olena Zelenska discussed peace 
and hatred, forgiveness and repentance, 
trauma and resilience, war fatigue and the 
impact Ukraine is having on the world.  

“I dream of a country that helps change 
the world. I think the beginning is there,” 
Archbishop Gudziak, the head of the 
Ukrainian Catholic Archeparch of Philadel
phia, said as the end of his discussion with 
Ms. Zelenska.

The conversation was hosted by Ukraine 
House Davos in collaboration with the 
“Ukraine Is You” project. The discussion, 
called “Ukraine at Peace – What we Strive 
For,” was moderated by the editorinchief 
of The Economist, Zanny Minton Beddoes.  

During the event, Ms. Zelenska said that, 
once Ukraine wins the war, it will be a 
country of equal opportunities and one in 
which people value one another and their 
future.

“[It will be] a country that can sustain 
peace because it appreciates and under
stands the price of this peace. It will be the 
backbone of peace and security in the 
world and in the future,” Ms. Zelenska said 
in answering a question about how she 
envisions Ukraine after the war. 

A significant part of the discussion was 
spent on the mental health of Ukrainians 
and how they can overcome trauma.

The Institute of Mental Health at the 
Ukrainian Catholic University in Lviv, 
founded by Archbishop Gudziak, has part
nered with an initiative by Ms. Zelenska to 

develop a national program to support 
mental health and provide psychological 
support in response to challenges stem
ming from the war.

“Not a single person in Ukraine would 
say they are OK, but at the same time, there 
are people who suffered the most – those 
who witnessed the death of their nearest 
and dearest, those who suffered themselves 
and those who have lost their homes. These 
wounds and this trauma will stay with us 
for decades to come,” Ms. Zelenska said.

Mental health is not just a public health 
issue but a social issue, because it affects 
behavior throughout society, she said.

Speaking about trauma, Archbishop 
Gudziak recalled the history of his family, 
which survived communist and Nazi occu
pation and came to the United States as dis
placed persons after the World War II. He 
said he recalls family stories of suffering 
through atrocities and trauma.

“My aunt who is 94 years old in New 
York City still tells me how she brought 
water to the prison and washed the bodies 
of dead people so relatives could recognize 
them,” Archbishop Gudziak said.

But he also saw how they moved for
ward and rebuilt their lives and their com
munities.

“The only way to heal is through patient 
love,” he said. 

The issue of reconciliation between 
Ukrainians and Russians after the war also 
came up after Ms. Minton Beddoes asked 
about the change of the attitude toward the 
Russian people.

Both Ms. Zelenska and Archbishop 
Gudziak, although in different words, said 
there cannot be forgiveness without repen
tance and defeat over evil.

Archbishop Gudziak said he believes 
there is a deep pathology of imperialism in 
modern Russia which must be named, 

judged, condemned and sentenced as was 
the Nazi pathology. But before that, Russia 
must be defeated.

“I believe in miracles. I believe in conver
sions. … Someday, Russia will have to 
understand, I hope not someday, but soon, 
that the Godgiven dignity of Ukrainians is 
something they [Ukrainians] will defend to 
the last drop of blood. And that this is what 
Russians need. Because it is a terrible thing 
to be an imperialist. It is a terrible thing to 
be a slave owner. It is a blotch. It’s a shame. 
And we need to get Russians out of this by 
winning this war,” he said.

 He gave the example of Nazi Germany 
which, though it was defeated during World 
War II, took several decades before West 
German Chancellor Willy Brandt kneeled in 
Warsaw in an authentic gesture of pro
found repentance, the archbishop said.

“It [reconciliation] cannot happen other
wise. It is not possible. Otherwise, there 
will be this aggression, there will be these 
pretenses, and there will be whole political 
systems, academic programs and cultural 
expressions built on a false and dangerous 
foundation,” Archbishop Gudziak said.

Ms. Zelenska passionately observed that 
Russians with their aggression ruined the 
friendship that could have existed between 
the two nations. 

“They [the Ukrainian people] have no 
empathy for the Russian leaders, the 
Russian military or Russian citizens. It can 
change when this country, which is, unfor
tunately, our neighbor, realizes at last that 
they must repent and undo this evil that 
they brought to our county. They [Russians] 
killed all the empathy, all the friendly feel
ings we might have had toward them. And I 
cannot imagine how long, how many 
decades or even centuries, it will take to 
heal these wounds and to bridge these 

gaps,” she said.
One of the issues addressed during the 

questionandanswer session was Ukraine 
fatigue in western societies. Both the first 
lady and Metropolitan Gudziak stressed that 
the world cannot get tired and surrender.

“Imagine what happens if Ukrainians 
take a break. … We have no right to stop, to 
be fatigued, to be tired,” Ms. Zelenska said, 
adding that stopping now would even be 
impractical.

Western powers, she said, have provided 
Ukrainians with so much help, and if they 
stop now, it means that all the previous 
help was in vain.

“One cannot stop extinguishing the fire 
when half of the house is in flames, other
wise the entire house will burn down.  It 
will mean you either do everything or you 
do nothing,” she said.

Archbishop Gudziak noted that for him 
his faith is a source of strength.

“I will tell you as a person of faith – we 
cannot do it without God. You will tire out, 
you will pucker. You will give up. We need 
God’s grace for this. Every time I get tired, 
after every failure, when I pray, the Lord 
gives me new strength and hope to keep 
moving forward,” Archbishop Gudziak said.

He also asked all people who sympathize 
with Ukraine to work with elected officials 
so that those politicians do not make short
sighted decisions. 

Addressing mothers in countries that 
are reluctant to support the people of her 
country, Ms. Zelenska also asked them to 
empathize with Ukrainians and lobby their 
elected officials on Ukraine’s behalf.

“I want them to feel our pain and to 
make sure their politicians realize that 
when innocent people suffer it means that 
the war is not fair, that the war is not just,” 
she said.
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Metropolitan Archbishop Borys Gudziak (center), the head of the Ukrainian Catholic 
Archeparch of Philadelphia, answers a question during a panel discussion on the side-
lines of the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, on January 17 as 
Ukrainian First Lady Olena Zelenska (right) and Zanny Minton Beddoes (left), the 

editor-in-chief of The Economist, look on. 
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Metropolitan Archbishop Borys Gudziak (left), the head of the Ukrainian Catholic 
Archeparch of Philadelphia, met with Ukrainian First Lady Olena Zelenska (right) 
on the sidelines of the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, on January 17.
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tanks to the Ukrainian Armed Forces.
Mr. Duda said he told Mr. Zelenskyy that 

his country had recently decided to transfer 
Leopard tanks to Ukraine. Mr. Duda 
expressed hope that other countries would 
also provide Ukraine with modern tanks.

Mr. Zelenskyy, who said Ukraine needs 
more tanks than one country can provide, 
said he would appeal to a coalition of part
ners to make a joint decision on transfer
ring modern tanks to the Ukrainian battle
field.

“Indeed, there are very positive signals 
and very positive decisions. One state can
not help us with Leopards because we are 
fighting against thousands of tanks of the 
Russian Federation. Our people have 
already shown that they are stronger even 
than Russian tanks. But our partners should 
cherish our people, as they are a treasure 
and a potential for victory in this war, and 
they should not be reluctant to transfer this 
or that number of tanks to our country. I 
think it will happen,” Mr. Zelenskyy said.

He also noted that Ukraine hopes to 
make additional progress on EuroAtlantic 
integration.

“Today, support for Ukraine from col
leagues in NATO and solely support in the 
form of rhetoric about open doors is not 
enough. Namely, it is not enough to motivate 
our state, and, to be even more specific, it is 
not enough to motivate our warriors. 
Therefore, we need steps forward. We really 
expect powerful steps. We expect something 
more than just open doors,” Mr. Zelenskyy 
said, referring to the NATO summit sched
uled to take place in July in Vilnius.

According to Mr. Zelenskyy, the govern
ment is also actively preparing for the E.U.
Ukraine Summit, which will take place 
shortly, and for the start of negotiations on 

E.U. membership, which is expected to take 
place later in the year.

“I have informed our friends of the situa
tion on the frontline and Russia’s prepara
tions for a new escalation. We know what 
to prepare for, what the terrorist state is 
preparing. We will respond. Right now, we 
are doing our best to ensure that any new 
escalation brings the end of the terrorist 
state closer,” Mr. Zelenskyy said.

He said the three men discussed the sup
ply of additional weapons to Ukraine and 
specific opportunities to limit the potential 
of Russian aggression.

Mr. Zelenskyy expressed his gratitude 
for Poland’s decision to provide tanks to 
Ukraine and for Lithuania’s decision to pro
vide antiaircraft systems that will enhance 
Kyiv’s ability to protect its energy infra
structure, particularly against attacks from 
Iranian drones.

“Ukraine is very grateful to you, friends. I 
am glad we are making such decisions in 

such a format – the Lublin Triangle. It 
proves by real deeds how important the 
cooperation of our countries, real friends 
and partners, is not only for the eastern 
flank of Europe but also for our entire Euro
Atlantic coalition of states,” he said.

“The Ukrainian people will always 
remember that you helped us in such a dif
ficult time,” Mr. Zelenskyy said.

Mr. Duda noted that the Lublin Triangle 
format was another opportunity to consult 
and coordinate opportunities for further 
assistance to Ukraine both at the trilateral 
level and in the international arena, partic
ularly within the European Union and 
NATO.

“We know very well what Russian occu
pation is because we have not had our own 
statehood for many years because of 
Russia. We were under Russian occupation 
several times, so we will continue to sup
port Ukraine and provide the necessary 
assistance in the future. We will continue to 

supply weapons to Ukraine,” Mr. Duda said.
He noted that Russia intends to continue 

the war and will systematically take mea
sures to destroy Ukraine, including its 
infrastructure and cities.

Mr. Duda expressed gratitude to the 
United States for its largescale defense 
assistance to Ukraine and stressed the 
importance for other states, in particular 
NATO member countries, to bolster that 
support so that Kyiv can repel Russia’s 
ongoing attacks throughout the country.

Mr. Nausėda stressed that the war must 
end with the victory of Ukraine, and Rusia 
must be held accountable.

“We are doing everything possible to 
support Ukraine, particularly in the mili
tary sphere,” Mr. Nausėda said.

The Lithuanian president also confirmed 
that his country and Poland supported 
Ukraine on the way to E.U. candidate status 
and expressed confidence that the E.U. 
would soon have an opportunity to discuss 
the launch of negotiations on the full
fledged membership of Ukraine at the level 
of the European Council.

Separately, Mr. Nausėda touched on the 
issue of security guarantees for Ukraine 
from NATO, which could be provided, in 
particular, at the next summit to address 
Ukraine’s safety concerns.

“Today, we must admit that the war con
tinues and the territorial integrity of 
Ukraine is violated. First, it is necessary to 
restore the territorial integrity of Ukraine. 
However, Ukraine’s membership in NATO 
cannot be taken off the agenda. We must 
agree on the algorithms and formulas to be 
used to move further in this aspect,” Mr. 
Nausėda said.

In addition, the leaders of Ukraine and 
Poland laid flowers at the burial place of 
the warriors who gave life for the indepen
dence of Ukraine, the Memorial of the 
Ukrainian Galician Army, and the Memorial 
of the Lviv Eagles at Lychakiv Cemetery.

(Continued from page 1)

Leaders...

Lithuanian President Gitanas Nausėda (left), Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy (center) and Polish President Andrzej Duda met as part of the second sum-

mit of the Lublin Triangle in Lviv on January 11.

Office of the President of Ukraine
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Ukrainian First Lady Olena Zelenska took part in an hourlong conversation 
with Metropolitan Archbishop Borys Gudziak on the sidelines of the World 
Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, on January 17. During that conversa
tion, Ms. Zelenska was asked about the psychological trauma that many, if not 
all, of her fellow citizens have endured as a result of Russia’s war on Ukraine.

“Not a single person in Ukraine would say they are OK, but at the same time, 
there are people who suffered the most – those who witnessed the death of 
their nearest and dearest, those who suffered themselves and those who have 
lost their homes. These wounds and this trauma will stay with us for decades 
to come,” Ms. Zelenska said. But she also noted that, precisely because 
Ukrainians have had to endure unspeakable trauma and suffering, they will 
ultimately rebuild their country into a society of citizens who profoundly value 
and cherish independence, freedom and justice.

She was also asked about war fatigue, but she noted that Ukrainians do not 
have the luxury of giving in to that feeling. “Imagine what happens if 
Ukrainians take a break. … We have no right to stop, to be fatigued, to be tired,” 
Ms. Zelenska said, adding that Western powers would actually hurt the war 
effort if they stopped supporting her country. “One cannot stop extinguishing 
the fire when half of the house is in flames, otherwise the entire house will 
burn down. It will mean you either do everything or you do nothing,” she said.

In a hopeful sign that Western leaders will provide the support Ukraine has 
been asking for since Russia launched its fullscale invasion of the country in 
February 2022, European Council President Charles Michel said on January 19 
that he “firmly believes” Western powers must deliver advanced tanks to 
Ukraine. After meeting Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy in Kyiv, Mr. 
Michel wrote on Twitter that he understood the coming weeks would be deci
sive for Ukraine and that he fully supports delivering tanks to bolster the coun
try’s war effort. “We hear your message,” Mr. Michel said. “You need more air 
defense and artillery systems, more ammunitions. I firmly believe that tanks 
must be delivered. We want to support you because we are aware that the next 
few weeks may be decisive for what comes next.”

Mr. Michel and the leaders of Ukraine’s key Western allies must respond 
immediately to the call from Kyiv for the weapons it needs to finally put an end 
to this unjust, brutal war. Andriy Yermak, the head of the Ukrainian presiden
tial administration, stressed that every minute that passes in which tanks and 
other heavy weapons are not delivered to Ukraine means more innocent civil
ians are murdered by the Russian military. “We have no time. The world does 
not have this time,” Mr. Yermak said on Telegram on January 19. “The question 
of tanks for Ukraine must be closed as soon as possible. Just like the questions 
of additional airdefense systems. We are paying for the slowness with the lives 
of our Ukrainian people. It shouldn’t be like that.” We agree, and we urge the 
West to deliver the military aid Ukraine needs to end this war now before more 
innocent lives are lost.

The Ukrainian Weekly

Forty years ago, on January 18, 1983, the Chicago City 
Council unanimously passed a resolution officially designating 
the Ukrainian neighborhood as the “Ukrainian Village.”

The news broke as Ukrainians were preparing to celebrate 
Ukraine’s Independence Day, which was declared on January 

22, 1918. Since 1999, January 22 has been celebrated as the Day of Unity of Ukraine, 
marking the union of the Ukrainian National Republic with the Western Ukrainian 
National Republic, which took place on January 22, 1919.

The City Council meeting was opened with an invocation led by Archbishop 
Constantine of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the U.S.A., and Bishop Innocent 
Lotocky of the Ukrainian Catholic Church. 

Myroslav Charkevych, chairman of the Chicago branch of the Ukrainian Congress 
Committee of America, expressed the gratitude of the Ukrainian community to Mayor 
Jayne Byrne and the City Council. Mr. Charkevych was a member of a 20person 
Ukrainian delegation present at the council meeting.

The resolution noted the continual development of the neighborhood, which had 
erected Ukrainian churches, youth centers and other institutions for the betterment of 
the city.

“Be it resolved,” the resolution said, “that the center of the Ukrainian community in 
Chicago shall hereafter be officially known as the Ukrainian Village.”

The resolution marked the boundaries of the Ukrainian Village, which are bounded 
“to the north by Division Street, to the south by Superior Street, to the east by Damen 
Avenue and to the west by Campbell Avenue.”

Funds were to be allocated from general revenues for signs to inform visitors of the 
neighborhood’s official name.

Many people worked actively toward the attainment of this goal, the story under
scored, among them City Alderman Edward Vdrolyak, who introduced the resolution to 
the City Council on December 19, 1982.

Source: “Chicago City Council designates neighborhood ‘Ukrainian Village,’” The 
Ukrainian Weekly, January 30, 1983.

Jan. 
18
1983

Turning the pages back...

by Eugene Czolij

Over the last year, numerous political 
pundits have opined on various aspects of 
Russia’s genocidal war against Ukraine, 
including on the critical question of when it 
will end.

Russia’s war against Ukraine has already 
caused an enormous humanitarian crisis, 
disrupted the global economy and it consti
tutes today the most serious threat to inter
national security and stability.

On January 3, Ukrainian Prime Minister 
Denys Shmyhal pointed out in an eyeopen
ing manner that this question is not purely 
rhetorical when he stated during a govern
ment session that at the beginning of June 
2022 the damages caused by Russia’s all
out war against Ukraine were estimated at 

$350 billion and that this figure has now 
doubled and surpasses $700 billion. 

Notwithstanding this incredible devasta
tion, the resolve of the Ukrainian people to 
defend their country has only strengthened 
and it has become clear that Ukraine will 
ultimately restore its internationally recog
nized borders as they existed in 1991.

However, the longer this vicious war 
continues, the exponentially higher the 
human and economic costs will be. Russia’s 
deadly missile attack on a residential build
ing in Dnipro on January 14 is yet another 
demonstration of this.

Russia’s unprovoked war would end if 
Putin came to his senses, which is highly 
unlikely as his delusional state seems irre
versible.

This leaves only one viable option to end 
this blatant violation of international law of 
genocidal proportion and worldwide crisis 
in the near future. Namely, North Atlantic 

When will Russia’s genocidal war end?The cost of freedom

 COMMENTARY

destroy the vehicle. The SBU did not elabo
rate on the third potential cause.

A spokesman for the Ukrainian Air 
Force, Yuriy Ihnat, said the helicopter was a 
Super Puma supplied by France.

A French defense official quoted by the 
AP news agency said the helicopter was 
sold to Kyiv in 2019 and was not part of 
equipment that France has provided since 
Russia launched its invasion of Ukraine in 
February 2022.

He spoke on condition of anonymity 
because he was not authorized to be 
named, according to ministry policy.

Mr. Monastyrsky is the most senior 
Ukrainian official to have died since the 
start of Russia’s unprovoked invasion of 
Ukraine in February. A trained lawyer and a 
key member of Mr. Zelenskyy’s party, the 
42yearold had served as interior minister 
from July 2021.

“Today, a terrible tragedy occurred in 
Brovary, Kyiv region. An [emergency servic
es] helicopter crashed, and a fire broke out at 
the crash site. The pain is unspeakable,” Mr. 
Zelenskyy said in a statement on Facebook.

European Council President Charles 
Michel decried the deaths, calling Mr. 
Monastyrsky “a great friend of the E.U. 
[European Union].”

“We join Ukraine in grief following the 
tragic helicopter accident,” the president of 
the European Council said in a message 
posted on Twitter.

U.S. President Joe Biden offered condo
lences to the families of the people killed, 
reiterating that the United States has an 
“unfailing partnership” with Ukraine amid 
Russia’s invasion.

“We grieve with all those who are 
mourning this heartbreaking tragedy,” Mr. 
Biden said in a statement, calling Mr. 
Monastyrsky a “reformer and patriot.”

The incident came as Russian forces kept 
focusing their offensive efforts on Bakhmut 
in the eastern region of Donetsk and as Kyiv 
again urged its Western allies to speed up 
approval for the delivery of advanced heavy 
weaponry including modern tanks.

Ukraine’s General Staff said in its daily 
report that Bakhmut and Avdiyivka, where 
heavy fighting has been going on for 
months, remained Moscow’s main targets 
in Donetsk, while the settlement of 
Bilohoryvka in the neighboring Luhansk 

region has also come under intensified 
attacks over the past 24 hours.

Russian troops carried out six missile 
strikes over the same interval, three of 
which hit civilian infrastructure targets in 
the cities of Kupyansk and Kramatorsk, as 
well as 14 air strikes and 95 rocket system 
salvoes, the General Staff said.

It also warned that the threat of Russian 
air and missile strikes on civilian objects 
remains high throughout Ukraine.

Over the past several months, Russia has 
relentlessly targeted civilian settlements 
and energy infrastructure networks, leav
ing millions of Ukrainians in the dark and 
cold in the middle of winter.

Meanwhile in Moscow, Russian Foreign 
Affairs Minister Sergei Lavrov said at his 
annual news conference on January 18 that 
the Kremlin will achieve its objectives in 
Ukraine despite what he said was a “hybrid 
war” waged by the West against Russia.

Mr. Lavrov said Russia saw no prospects 
of peace talks and there could be no negoti
ations with Mr. Zelenskyy.

Moscow has said talks are possible only 
if Kyiv recognizes Russia’s claims to parts of 
Ukrainian territory, while Ukraine says it 
will not stop fighting until all its lands are 
liberated.

North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO) Deputy Secretary General Mircea 
Geoana told military chiefs from across 
Europe gathered in Brussels on January 18 
that there are indications that Russia is pre
paring for an extended war.

“We have no indication that [Russian 
President Vladimir] Putin’s goals have 
changed,” said Mr. Geoana, noting that 
Russia had mobilized more than 200,000 
additional troops. “So, we must be pre
pared for the long haul; 2023 will be a diffi
cult year and we need to support Ukraine 
for as long as it takes.”

Speaking at the opening of the military 
chiefs’ meeting in Brussels, Mr. Geoana also 
said NATO nations must invest more in 
defense, ramp up military industrial manu
facturing and harness new technologies to 
prepare for future wars.

(With reporting by AP, Reuters, AFP and 
The Washington Post)

Copyright 2023, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-helicopter-
crash-kindergarten/32228468.html).

(Continued from page 1)
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(Continued on page 11)
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by Reid Standish,  
Volodymyr Mykhaylov and 

 RFE/RL’s Current Time

As Moscow’s forces advance, Russia and 
Ukraine continue to dispute control of the 
saltmining town of Soledar amid scenes of 
devastation and fierce fighting on the front 
line in eastern Ukraine.

Russia has made multiple claims of con
trol recently that have been contested by 
Ukrainian officials, who maintain their forces 
have not left the town and continue to fight. 
Russia’s Defense Ministry claimed on 
January 13 to have seized Soledar, but the 
statement was quickly disputed by Kyiv, with 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
saying the fight for the town and others “in 
the east of our country continues.”

RFE/RL could not verify the situation 
independently, but multiple reports by 
Russian war correspondents and bloggers 
who have shown their geolocations via the 
messaging platform Telegram suggest 
Russian forces have taken nearly all of 
Soledar. Ukrainian forces, however, appear 
to still hold ground on the northwest edge 
of the town, with Ukraine’s 46th Air Assault 
Brigade saying fighters were surrounded 

but fighting back.
Speaking to Current Time, a Russian

language network run by RFE/RL in coop
eration with Voice of America, Volodymyr 
Nazarenko, the deputy commander of a 
battalion in the Ukrainian National Guard, 
said heavy fighting in Soledar has already 
destroyed much of the town and the sur
rounding area but Ukrainian forces were 
determined to “knock out” the Russians 
from their positions.

“Soledar is now just several square kilo
meters of scorched earth and a few fields,” 
Mr. Nazarenko said from Donetsk during an 
interview. “It seems there is barely a single 
[intact] building left.”

Military analysts question the strategic 
value of Soledar or nearby Bakhmut, which 
has also been the site of some of the most 
intense fighting in the war in recent weeks. 
Still, a Russian advance would be welcome 
news for the Kremlin following a string of 
embarrassing setbacks and Russian forces 
being unable to capture a single town in 
Ukraine since July 2022.

Amid the push on the ground, the battles 
for both locales have killed thousands of 
soldiers on each side. Mr. Nazarenko sug
gested that any Russian gains on the east

ern front would be a Pyrrhic victory due to 
how difficult it would be for Moscow to 
hold on to any advances following such 
heavy losses.

“Our task is to make the enemy exhaust
ed,” Mr. Nazarenko said. “Bakhmut and the 
Bakhmut direction were a kind of trap for 
the enemy. … Sooner or later, they will run 
out of steam.”

A ‘bloodbath’

Both Soledar and Bakhmut have been 
the focus of a grinding artillery battle since 
late summer, and Ukrainian officials have 
described the waves of Russian soldiers 
launched into the carnage to take the loca
tions.

While Ukrainian officials have spoken 
about the battles for Soledar and Bakhmut 
being part of a strategy to occupy and inflict 
disproportionate losses on Russian forces, 
the fighting has also absorbed thousands of 
Ukrainian soldiers who could be deployed 
elsewhere.

Barely any walls in Soledar remain stand
ing, Mr. Zelenskyy said during an address to 
the nation on January 13 in which he 
described grim scenes of missile strikes 
and the streets littered with corpses.

Andriy Yermak, Mr. Zelenskyy’s chief of 
staff, compared the fighting to that in 
Verdun, the longest battle of World War I. 
Donetsk Gov. Pavlo Kyrylenko called the 
area a “bloodbath.”

Both Russian and Ukrainian officials say 
they are evacuating civilians. Mr. Kyrylenko 
said that only around 600 residents remain 
in Soledar compared to a prewar popula
tion of more than 10,000. Multiple Russian 
news agencies have reported their forces 
have already evacuated 170 people from 
neighboring towns and villages to positions 
held further east in occupied territory.

While analysts continue to raise ques
tions over the strategic significance of the 
fierce fighting for Soledar and Bakhmut, 
Russia has invested heavily in trying to take 
the eastern towns, which hold symbolic 
value for the Kremlin amid its lackluster 
battlefield results.

According to a January 13 analysis by 
the Institute for the Study of War, a U.S.
based think tank, it seemed likely that 
Russian forces would be able to control 
Soledar but the heavy casualties sustained 
would make it “unlikely to presage an immi

Russian success or Pyrrhic victory: Is the Battle for Soledar a ‘trap’ for Russian forces?

(Continued on page 8)

A spokesman said U.S. Army Gen. Mark 
Milley, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
met with Gen. Valeriy Zaluzhnyi, Ukraine’s 
military chief, at a base near Poland’s bor
der with Ukraine.

The Washington Post and other news out
lets reported that the U.S. contingent includ
ed five other military officers, along with an 
interpreter and security personnel. Because 
of safety precautions, news of the gathering 
was not disclosed until it concluded.

“They both thought it was important,” 
U.S. military spokesman Col. David Butler 
said.

“It’s important that two very important 
military officials look at each other in the 
eye when they talk about very important 
topics. It makes a difference,” he added.

The two have spoken often since 
Russia’s February 24, 2022, invasion, but 
this was the first facetoface meeting of the 
generals.

Mr. Zaluzhnyi confirmed the meeting, 
writing on Twitter: “My first personal 
meeting with #GenMilley, Chairman of @
thejointstaff happened in Poland.”

He said he “extended my gratitude for 
the unwavering support & assistance” pro
vided by the United States and other allies. 
He added that he “outlined the urgent 
needs” of the Ukrainian military that “will 
accelerate our Victory.”

Kyiv has long pushed for tanks and 
armored vehicles that will help it break 
through Russia’s front lines.

The European Union’s chairman on 
January 18 spoke in favor of the West pro
viding tanks to Ukraine.

“For nearly one year, Russia has pursued 
a strategy of destruction, a strategy of ter
ror, trying to bomb the Ukrainian people into 
submission,” European Council President 
Charles Michel said. “But Ukrainians are 
resisting.”

“We, the E.U., will continue to support 
them for as long as it takes. The time is 
now, they urgently need more equipment 
and I am personally in favor of supplying 
tanks to Ukraine,” he added.

Britain confirmed on January 16 that it 
was going to send 14 Challenger 2 tanks 
and other military equipment, including 
hundreds of armored vehicles and 
advanced airdefense systems.

Poland and Finland have already pledged 
to send some of their Leopard 2 tanks to 
Ukraine. Analysts say the Leopard 2 is supe
rior to the tanks Russia has deployed and 
would give Kyiv a decisive advantage.

Poland has ratcheted up pressure on 
Germany to follow suit and provide more 
weapons to Ukraine, including Leopard 2 
battle tanks, but Berlin says such weapons 
should be supplied only if there is agree
ment among Kyiv’s main allies, particularly 
the United States.

In Moscow, Russian Foreign Affairs 
Minister Sergei Lavrov said at his annual 
news conference on January 18 that the 
Kremlin will achieve its objectives in 
Ukraine despite what he said was a “hybrid 
war” waged by the West against Russia.

Mr. Lavrov said Russia saw no prospects 
of peace talks and there could be no negoti
ations with Mr. Zelenskyy.

Moscow has said talks are possible only 
if Kyiv recognizes Russia’s claims to parts of 
Ukrainian territory, while Ukraine says it 
will not stop fighting until all its territory is 
liberated.

Meanwhile, Western allies announced 
they were stepping up consultations on 
whether to give modern heavy weaponry 
to Ukraine as Kyiv called for urgent deliver
ies of tanks in the face of Russia’s incessant 
offensive.

Mr. Zelenskyy said the frontline situation 
remains “tough.”

U.S. Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin met 
with his newly appointed German counter
part, Boris Pistorius, in Berlin on January 
19 a day before hosting a meeting of the 
Ukraine Defense Contact Group at the U.S. 
military base in Ramstein to discuss further 
support – including military aid – for 
Ukraine with allies.

“Germany remains one of our most 
important allies. ... I’d like to thank the 
German government for all that it has done 
to strengthen Ukraine’s selfdefense,” Mr. 
Austin said at the start of his meeting with 
Mr. Pistorius.

Mr. Austin was expected to press Mr. 
Pistorius to allow for the transfer of German
made tanks to Ukraine, U.S. officials said.

Mr. Zelenskyy said on January 16 that he 
expected a “key decision on arms supplies 
from our partners” to result from the 
Ramstein meeting.

Mr. Michel then arrived in Kyiv on 
January 19 for talks with officials.

“Back in #Kyiv to discuss all strands of 

cooperation,” he wrote on Twitter.
“Ukrainians are fighting for their land, 

for the future of their children. But they are 
also fighting for our common European val
ues of peace and prosperity. They need and 
deserve our support,” he wrote in an earlier 
message on Twitter.

Irked by the slow pace of negotiations 
between allies about the delivery of heavy 
weapons, Ukraine has been urging Western 
allies to speed up the delivery of tanks and 
airdefense systems.

“We have no time; the world does not 
have this time,” Andriy Yermak, the 
Ukrainian president’s chief of staff, wrote 
on Telegram.

“The question of tanks for Ukraine must 
be closed as soon as possible. Just like the 
questions of additional air defense sys
tems,” he said. “We are paying for the slow
ness with the lives of our Ukrainian people. 
It shouldn’t be like that.”

Ukraine’s General Staff said in its daily 
report on January 19 that over the past 24 
hours it repelled 14 Russian attacks in the 
Luhansk and Donetsk regions. Russians 
mainly targeted Bilohorivka in Luhansk as 
well as Bakhmut, Soledar and Avdiyivka in 
neighboring Donetsk.

“At the same time, the enemy carried out 
25 air strikes and launched more than 85 
attacks from rocket salvo systems,” the 
General Staff said, adding that the threat of 
air and missile strikes on civilian targets 
“remains high throughout the territory of 
Ukraine.”

The military said that it continued to 
monitor Russian and Belarusian troop 
movements to Ukraine’s border but no 
offensive moves were detected so far.

Mr. Scholz, speaking on January 18 to the 
Davos forum, said Germany will support 
Ukraine “for as long as necessary.”

“We are continuously supplying Ukraine 
with large quantities of arms, in close con
sultation with our partners,” including artil
lery, airdefense systems and armored 
vehicles, Mr. Scholz said.

But Mr. Scholz, despite criticism not just 
from Kyiv but also from North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization (NATO) allies and 
members of his own coalition, has so far 
held out against sending Leopard 2 tanks.

U.S. Representative Gregory Meeks, the 
topranking Democrat on the House 
Foreign Affairs Committee, told AFP on 
January 19 that Mr. Scholz told U.S. con
gressmen in Davos that Germany will sup

ply heavy tanks to Ukraine if the United 
States sends tanks too.

German government sources have told 
Reuters that Berlin wants the Americans to 
specifically send Abrams tanks to Ukraine.

“It’s basically that it’s got to be the 
United States and Germany. There’s no 
question about that,” Mr. Meeks told AFP.

But U.S. officials say the Abrams is not 
the right tank for Ukraine since it runs on 
turbine engines that use too much fuel for 
Kyiv’s strained logistics system to keep 
them supplied at the front.

Amid the negotiations for further military 
aid to Ukraine, former Russian President 
Dmitry Medvedev, once seen as a reformer 
but since Russia’s invasion of Ukraine last 
February has made strongly hawkish state
ments on the conflict, warned that Moscow’s 
defeat could spark a nuclear war.

Mr. Medvedev, the deputy chairman of 
the powerful Security Council and a top ally 
of Putin, said in a post on Telegram on 
January 19 that Western allies should 
understand the risks of supplying more 
powerful military equipment to Kyiv and 
that the defeat of a nuclear power in a con
ventional war “could trigger a nuclear war.”

Asked about Mr. Medvedev’s comments, 
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said 
the remarks were in line with Russia’s 
nuclear doctrine, which states that after 
“aggression against the Russian Federation 
with conventional weapons, when the very 
existence of the state is threatened,” 
Moscow can use nuclear weapons.

Putin and other Russian officials have 
repeatedly used high alerts and hints at a 
readiness to aim or use nuclear weapons 
since their invasion of Ukraine began.

Kyiv and Western leaders have accused 
Moscow of “nuclear blackmail” and “nucle
ar terrorism” in those statements and in 
Russian actions around captured Ukrainian 
civil nuclear facilities, including the 
Zaporizhia nuclear power plant, Europe’s 
largest atomic energy station.

(With reporting by AP, Reuters, dpa, AFP 
and The Washington Post)

Copyright 2023, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-war-
armaments-west/32228428.html and 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-zelenskiy-
more-tanks/32230142.html.)
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Harvard University’s Temerty Contemporary Ukraine Program to host conference on rebuilding Ukraine
Harvard Ukrainian Research Institute

CAMBRIDGE, Mass. – The Harvard 
Ukrainian Research Institute (HURI) 
announced it will host the third annual 
Temerty Contemporary Ukraine Program 
(TCUP) conference on February 9 and 10.

The conference, titled “Rebuilding 
Ukraine, Rebuilding the World,” will 
address issues related to Ukraine’s future. 
It will ask its participants to consider what 
rebuilding Ukraine will look like once Kyiv 
has defeated Moscow, which launched a 
brutal, fullscale war against Ukraine in 
February 2022.

The conference will combine virtual and 
inperson panels on truth, justice and 
accountability, as well as the economic and 
physical challenges of reconstruction. 
Oleksandra Matviichuk, the director of the 
Center for Civil Liberties – the human 
rights organization that was awarded the 
2022 Nobel Peace Prize together with the 
Russian NGO Memorial and the Belarusian 
opposition leader Ales Bialiatski – will give 
the keynote address.

TCUP’s previous conferences were entire
ly virtual, taking place in 2021 and 2022 in 
the midst of the COVID19 pandemic.

This year, the program aims to build on 
the successes of previous years, which 
drew several thousand registrants from 
over 50 countries, while also offering the 
networking opportunities and community 
of an inperson conference.

All of the conference presentations will 
engage inperson and online audiences, 
with questions taken from both audiences 
during the sessions.

Distinct from typical academic confer
ences, the annual TCUP conference is 
designed to promote dialogue and cross 

disciplinary boundaries. Rather than pre
senting papers, panelists respond to a set 
of questions provided in advance by the 
moderator. Each panelist will discuss the 
same questions based on his or her exper
tise, followed by an open discussion with 
participants. Panels will feature a combina
tion of scholars and policy practitioners, 
creating a space for dialogue that extends 
beyond academia.

On February 9, the first two panels will 
be hosted on Zoom and livestreamed in a 
conference room for those who wish to 
attend in person. The panels will address 
the bigpicture questions of how this war, 
the international community’s response 
and the aftermath will shape the new 
world order, as well as how truth and jus
tice may be sought in the wake of unimagi
nable atrocities, illegal annexations and 
unprovoked conflict. 

The first panel, “A New World Order,” will 
start at 9 a.m. (Eastern Standard Time) and 
will be moderated by former U.S. Ambassa
dor John Herbst, now of the Atlantic 
Council. Panelists include Joachim von 
Puttkamer of Friedrich Schiller University 
Jena in Jena, Germany; Pavlo Klimkin, the 
former affairs minister of Ukraine; 
Vladislav Rashkovan of the Inter national 
Monetary Fund; and Kateryna Shynkaruk 
of the Bush School of Govern ment and 
Public Service at Texas A&M University.

Moderated by Natalia Khanenko
Friesen, director of the Canadian Institute 
of Ukrainian Studies at the University of 
Alberta, the second panel, titled “Truth and 
Justice” will begin at 11:30 a.m. Panelists 
include Hasan Hasanović of the Srebrenica 
Memorial Center; Ukrainian writer and 
activist Victoria Amelina; and Tamila 
Tasheva, Ukraine’s permanent representa

tive in the Autonomous Republic of Crimea. 
After the panel ends at 1:30 p.m., attendees 
will break for lunch and informal conversa
tions before the keynote address.

The keynote address will take place at 5 
p.m. in person and will be streamed live via 
Zoom and YouTube for the virtual audience.

Founded in 2007, the Center for Civil 
Liberties was awarded the Nobel Peace 
Prize in 2022 for its work promoting the 
rights of citizens, documenting war crimes 
and abuses of power, and demonstrating 
the importance of civil society. Ms. Matvii
chuk gave a Nobel Lecture on December 
10, 2022. 

“[T]oday’s fight is paramount: it shapes 
the future of Ukraine. We want our post
war country to let us build not some shaky 
structures, but stable democratic institu
tions. Our values matter most not when it’s 
easy to embody them, but when it’s really 
hard. We must not become a mirror of the 
aggressor state,” she said during her talk.

“This is not a war between two states; it 
is a war of two systems – authoritarianism 
and democracy. We are fighting for the 
opportunity to build a state in which every
one’s rights are protected, authorities are 
accountable, courts are independent and 
the police do not beat peaceful student 
demonstrations in the central square of the 
capital. On the way to the European family, 
we have to overcome the trauma of war 
and its associated risks, and affirm the 
choice of the Ukrainian people determined 
by the Revolution of Dignity.”

Ms. Matviichuk also participated in the 
2021 TCUP Conference, “Why Is Ukraine a 
Democracy?” during which time she spoke 
on a panel about displacement and reinte
gration in Crimea and the Donbas.

On February 10, twoin person panels 
will take a more detailed look at war crimes 
and the humanitarian crisis in Ukraine, as 
well as the unique challenges of physically 

reconstructing Ukraine’s destroyed cities 
and rebuilding its economy. These inper
son panels will be streamed live via Zoom 
for the virtual audience. 

The third conference panel, titled “War 
Crimes and Humanitarian Crisis,” will be 
moderated by Melinda Haring, formerly of 
the Atlantic Council  and now of 
Superhumans Center, will take place from 
10 a.m. to noon. Panelists include Kristina 
Hook of Kennesaw State University’s School 
of Conflict Management, Peace building and 
Development; Yonah Diamond of the Raoul 
Wallenberg Centre for Human Rights; 
Olena Lennon of the University of New 
Haven; and Cynthia Buckley of the 
University of Illinois at Urbana Champaign.

Following a break for lunch and infor
mal meetings, the conference’s fourth 
panel, titled “Reconstruction,” will be mod
erated by Eve Blau, who is the director of 
the Davis Center for Russian Eurasian 
Studies at Harvard University, as well as an 
adjunct professor at Harvard University’s 
Graduate School of Design. Panelists 
include Kostiantyn Usov, the deputy mayor 
of Kyiv who is affiliated with Harvard 
University’s Kennedy School of Govern
ment; Rahul Mehrotra of RMA Architects, 
who is also affiliated with Harvard 
University; Christina Crawford of Emory 
University; and Uliana Movchan of V.N. 
Karazin Kharkiv National University in 
Ukraine and who is affiliated with HURI. 

The conference will conclude with an in
person reception.

TCUP invites scholars, journalists, poli
cymakers, activists and the general public 
to attend the conference in person in 
Cambridge, Mass., or virtually via Zoom. 
Registration is free and is required for both 
forms of participation. Additional informa
tion can be found on the conference web
page at https://huri.harvard.edu/tcupcon
ference.

nent Russian encirclement of Bakh mut.”

Tensions among Russia’s factions

The battle in Soledar has also exposed 
divisions between its regular forces and the 
Wagner mercenary group.

Wagner has been leading a monthslong 
push to try to seize Soledar and the neigh
boring city of Bakhmut, which would be a 
symbolic win for the mercenary outfit and 
its leader, Yevgeny Prigozhin.

Many analysts have suggested Mr. 
Prigozhin is hoping to shore up his political 
standing in Moscow and secure a public 
relations win in the process by showing 
that his forces are able to seize territory 
where Russian troops have stalled.

This sparked a turf war between the fac
tions that played out this week, as both 
sides contradicted each other and sought to 
take credit for the Russian advance.

When Russia’s Defense Ministry said its 
troops had taken control of Soledar on 
January 13, the statement made no men
tion of Wagner being part of the operation.

Shortly afterward, Andrei Troshev, a 
senior Wagner commander, accused the 
ministry of stealing “other people’s 
achievements” in a Telegram post.

Three days earlier, Mr. Prigozhin claimed 
Soledar had fallen to Wagner fighters and 
made no mention of regular Russian forces 
before taking to his Telegram channel on 
January 13 to chastise Russia’s military 
command.

“It looks like there are three armies 
fighting [in eastern Ukraine]: the Ukrainian 
Army and then two Russian ones that inter
act poorly and even compete with one 

another,” Olga Romanova, the head of the 
Russia Behind Bars foundation, told 
Current Time. “In general, they don’t like 
each other.”

U.S. officials estimate that 4,000 of 
Wagner’s 50,000 mercenaries have been 
killed on the front lines along Soledar and 
Bakhmut, with 10,000 injured. While the 
battles have highlighted the cracks among 
Moscow’s forces, the reliance on Wagner in 
Soledar has freed up other Russian units to 
operate elsewhere.

Russia’s Defense Ministry would go on to 
credit Wagner as being part of the advance 
following the outbursts from Mr. Prigozhin, 
but Ms. Romanova says the factionalism on 
display in Soledar shows no signs of waning.

Thousands of inmates are said to have 
joined Wagner in recent months, with vid
eos surfacing of Mr. Prigozhin personally 
recruiting them from prisons across Russia. 
Prisoners have formed the bulk of the new 
recruits for the mercenary group, and its 
ranks have been thinned amid heavy casu
alties of late.

Wagner has also taken to publicly exe
cuting deserters and disobedient troops 
from its ranks, according to statements 
from former inmates captured by 
Ukrainian troops and seen in released vid
eos by the mercenary group.

Ms. Romanova says the battlefield losses 
and alleged executions have hurt Wagner’s 
ability to recruit, even inside prisons where 
inmates were offered a path to commuting 
lengthy sentences by fighting in Ukraine.

“Recruitment has very much slowed 
down at the end of December, when more 
footage of extrajudicial executions began to 
circulate,” she said. “These executions 
appear to have stopped people fleeing or 
surrendering in Ukraine, but they’ve also 
brought recruitment to a near stop, too.”

(Continued from page 7)
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evacuate people trapped in the apartment 
building’s upper stories, some of whom 
were signaling with the flashlights on their 
mobile phones, Kyrylo Tymoshenko, depu
ty head of the Ukrainian presidential office, 
said on Telegram on January 14. He also 
said more people were likely buried under 
the rubble. The Ukrainian military has said 
it believes the ninestory structure was hit 
by a longrange Kh22 missile. As a result of 
the strike, the entire entrance of the build
ing, in which more than 1,100 people lived, 
collapsed. Russia carried out three air raids, 
57 missile attacks and 69 attacks from 
heavy weapon rocket salvo systems on 
January 14, Ukraine’s military command 
reported on January 15. Dnipro was just 
one of several Ukrainian cities targeted by 
Russian missiles on January 14 in the first 
major barrage in days. Infrastructure facili
ties were also hit in the western Lviv and 
IvanoFrankivsk regions, in the Odesa 
region on the Black Sea, and in northeast
ern Kharkiv. Kyiv, the capital, was also tar
geted. According to Ukrainian Air Force 
spokesman Yuriy Ihnat, Russia attacked 

Kyiv with ballistic missiles flying from the 
north. “The ballistics are not easy for us to 
detect and shoot down,” he told local 
media. The warning about the missile 
threat was late because of the lack of radar 
data and information from other sources, 
he said. An infrastructure target was hit in 
the morning missile attack, according to Mr. 
Tymoshenko. Kyiv Mayor Vitali Klitschko 
said explosions were reported in the city’s 
eastern residential Dniprovskiy district and 
that parts of a missile had crashed in an 
uninhabited part of the Holosiyivskiy dis
trict. Mr. Klitschko said no casualties had 
been reported and a fire at a nonresidential 
building in Holosiyivskiy had been extin
guished. The armed forces’ commander in 
chief, Gen. Valery Zaluzhnyi, said Russia 
fired 33 cruise missiles overall on January 
14 and that 21 were shot down by 
Ukrainian airdefense systems. The latest 
Russian missile strikes came as Prime 
Minister Rishi Sunak announced Britain 
would provide tanks and artillery systems 
to Ukraine. Mr. Sunak made the pledge to 
provide Challenger 2 tanks and other artil
lery systems after speaking to Mr. 
Zelenskyy on January 14, the British lead

(Continued on page 11)
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2021. Even if the manufacturing of trans
port vehicles, including all types of aircraft 
and vessels but excluding automobiles, 
increased by 16.5 percent in November 
2022, as compared to November 2021, and 
by 18 percent, as compared to October 
2022, the total production index for manu
facturing of transport vehicles from 
January to November 2022 was 98 percent 
of that for JanuaryNovember 2021 
(Rosstat.gov.ru, December 28, 2022; 
Rosstat.gov.ru, December 28, 2022).

Even so, some indexes did demonstrate 
a significant increase in production and are 
related to the defense industry: from 
January to November 2021, the manufac
turing of computers, electronics and optical 
devices was 104 percent and the manufac
turing of nonspecified machinery and 
equipment was 102.9 percent of produc
tion values for the same period in 2021. 
Particularly, in 2022, the increase in the 
manufacturing of radar, navigation hard
ware and radio equipment was 117.6 per
cent (in rubles); manufacturing of comput
ers and their parts increased by 148.1 per
cent (in rubles); and manufacturing of 
semiconductor devices increased by 113.2 
percent when compared to the same peri
od of 2021. However, the manufacturing of 
electricity in Russia was only 100.8 percent 
(in billions of kilowatts per hour) of pro
duction in 2021, which also confirms the 
presumption that no significant increase in 
Russian arms manufacturing transpired in 
2022 (Rosstat.gov.ru, December 28, 2022).

Moreover, at least one of the leading 
Russian stateowned defense corporations, 
Roscosmos, confirmed that it did not fully 
execute its contracts in 2022 (Vedomosti, 
December 21, 2022). This reflects the situ
ation that increasing arms manufacturing 
remains challenging for the Russian 
authorities.

Despite these facts, the Kremlin is trying 
to solve this problem at any cost. The main 
option considered here for 2023 includes 
using storages of components and materi
als that are aimed for arms manufacturing 
in 20242025. Traditionally, the Russian 
defense industry creates such storages 
before the longterm arms contracts start 
(Mil.ru, December 21, 2022). Consequently, 
the Russian defense industry may produce 
as many arms as possible in 2023, instead 
of adhering to the previously scheduled 
work for 20232025. The immediate result 

would be a costplus inflation, with the 
inevitable prospect of further inflation and 
a decline in production in coming years, 
which means that the average arms manu
factured annually will either stay the same 
or decline. Nevertheless, the Russian lead
ership prefers to ignore this prospect.

Another serious challenge comes in the 
form of a severe deficit of personnel in 
Russia’s defense industry, which is officially 
estimated at 400,000 workers and engi
neers (VPK, June 30, 2022). In an aim to alle
viate this challenge, the management of all 
defense factories have the option to make 
Saturdays working days and to cancel 
employees’ vacations, as was the case with 
Kurganmashzavod, the only Russian manu
facturer of tracked armored fighting vehicles 
(Ura.ru, December 20, 2022). The inevitable 
prospect of decreasing quality of production 
is also being largely ignored by the Kremlin 
(see Eurasia Daily Monitor, January 6). 
Another option is possible here: the 
decrease in Russian arms exports means 
that production lines may be partially used 
to manufacture arms expressly for the 
Russian Armed Forces. For instance, by the 
end of November 2022, Russian arms 
exports stood at $8 billion (TASS, November 
25, 2022). Consequently, total arms exports 
for 2022 were definitely much lower than in 
2021, when they totaled $14.6 billion 
(Kommersant, August 15, 2022). But this 
increase is limited somewhat considering 
that 40 percent of Russian arms exports in 
2022 were attributed to aviation and 30 
percent to arms for ground forces and the 
navy (RBC, November 26, 2022).

As a result, even if the Russian leader
ship increases defense spending and does 
not care about the war’s rising costs, the 
actual opportunities for Russia to improve 
arms production are limited. The Kremlin 
faces a lack of time and longterm econom
ic sustainability. Therefore, it may be sow
ing the seeds of its own defeat this year, 
especially if the combat and economic pres
sure on Moscow continues to ramp up. 
However, before suffering defeat, the 
Russian authorities may choose to use all 
available means to prevent this – a pros
pect that is growing evermore likely as 
Moscow faces persistent failures to carry 
out a complete mobilization of the domes
tic economy (see Eurasia Daily Monitor, 
October 31, 2022).

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)

The skyrocketing...

That leads to the murder of innocent 
Ukrainian civilians. We’ve got to give them 
the longerrange weapon systems and 
ATACMS that would be able to hit every sin
gle thing on the Crimean Peninsula.

RFE/RL: So, the chances of success of 
any future deeper Ukrainian counteroffen
sive are contingent on continued Western 
support?

Mr. Hodges: Absolutely, yeah. That is the 
big giant fat caveat, that the West has to 
continue to support Ukraine, at least at the 
level of everything that we’ve already said 
we’re going to do.

RFE/RL: And if that happens, how is 
Ukraine likely to go about it?

Mr. Hodges: Well, they’re going to con
tinue to have to block Russian efforts 
around Bakhmut. They’re going to have to 
keep an eye on Belarus in the northern bor
der, north of Kharkiv. But I think that, again, 
I could be wrong, but it just doesn’t seem 
likely that the Russians could have a signifi
cant attack from out there. They may mass 
some troops there, but they don’t have the 
capability, I don’t believe, to launch another 
serious threat toward Kyiv. But the general 
staff will have to keep watching that.

In the meanwhile, I think they’re going 

to build up their armored forces, what 
they’re receiving, as well as what they 
already have trained, so that they have a 
large armored capability that could be the 
decisive element of this liberation of 
Crimea.

But before that, they’re going to have to 
spend a couple of months continuing to go 
after the Kerch Bridge, continuing to dis
rupt the transportation network that runs 
through Mariupol and Melitopol, into 
Crimea.

[There’s] a lot of work to do to set the 
conditions. But that’s how I think it hap
pens: it’s not going to be just a big attack 
across the Perekop Isthmus [the strip of 
land that joins Crimea to mainland 
Ukraine].

They’re going to have to set the condi
tions through longrange fires, special forc
es and then eventually they will have to put 
somebody on the ground there. But I think 
the General Staff is smart enough; they’ve 
impressed me with how well they have 
done everything they can to minimize casu
alties and to be thorough and methodical.

(This interview has been edited for 
length and clarity.)

Copyright 2023, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/general-ben-hodg-
es-russia-iran-ukraine/32223436.html).

(Continued from page 3)

U.S. Lt. Gen. Ben Hodges...
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er’s Downing Street office said in a state
ment. Mr. Zelenskyy tweeted his thanks to 
Mr. Sunak “for the decisions that will not 
only strengthen us on the battlefield, but 
also send the right signal to other partners.” 
Russia slammed Mr. Sunak’s announce
ment. The Russian Embassy in London said 
on Twitter that it would “intensify combat 
operations.” British Defense Ministry offi
cials have said an official announcement to 

send up to 12 main battle tanks to Ukraine 
will be announced at a meeting of 
Ukrainian donor countries in Germany on 
January 20. Reports citing British govern
ment sources said four Challenger 2 tanks 
will be sent immediately, with another 
eight to follow shortly. Ukraine has received 
hundreds of modernized versions of the 
Sovietera T72 tank from European and 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) 
allies like the Czech Republic and Poland 
since Russia’s unprovoked invasion 11 
months ago. (RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service, 
with reporting by AP, Reuters and AFP)

(Continued from page 10)
NEWSBRIEFS

� e Ukrainian Engineers’ Society of America,
Philadelphia Chapter,

cordially invites everyone to attend the traditional

Banquet and Ball 
with Presentation of Debutantes

Saturday, February 11, 2023
Grand Ballroom

� e Bellevue Hotel
200 South Broad Street, Philadelphia, PA 19102

• Cocktails at 6 pm
• Presentation of Debutantes and Banquet at 7 pm
• Ball at 9 pm

Music by the Hrim Orchestra • Attire Black Tie

A portion of the proceeds from the Ball will be 
donated for humanitarian aid for Ukraine.

For additional information or to make 
reservations please call Peter Hewka 
or Orysia Hewka at 610-277-1284, 
or email to hewka@verizon.net

Tickets for the Banquet and Ball can be 
purchased on line at Eventbrite.com
Ball only tickets will also be available 
at the door.

Bishop Bura was born on June 12, 1944, 
in Wegeleben, Germany, to the family of 
Gregory and Mary Bura. After emigrating to 
the United States, the family became 
parishioners of St. Peter and Paul Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in Jersey City, N.J. 

In 1959, after graduating from middle 
school, Bishop Bura entered Saint Basil 
Minor Seminary in Stamford, Conn. He 
stayed at St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic 
Seminary and studied theology at the 
Catholic University of America in Washing
ton, D.C., in 19651970. He received the 
humane bachelor and theological bachelor 
degrees from the university. 

Archbishop Ambrose Senyshyn con
ferred the rites of Minor Orders and Sub
Diaconate upon Bishop Bura in the 
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in 
Philadelphia on May 26, 1969.

On December 6, 1970, Bishop Bura was 
ordained a deacon and on February 14, 
1971, he was ordained a priest. Both cere
monies were conducted by Archbishop 
Senyshyn at Cathedral of the Immaculate 
Conception in Philadelphia.

From 1971 to 1972, Bishop Bura taught 
religion at the Saint Basil Minor Seminary 
in Stamford, Conn., where from 1972 to 
1975 he taught the Ukrainian language. He 
served also as vicerector of the Seminary. 

In 19751976, he served as the adminis
trator of the St. Josaphat Church in Trenton, 
N.J.; in 19761980 and in 1983 he served as 
the administrator of St. Nicholas Church in 
Mahanoy City, Pa.; and in 19761987 he 
served as the administrator of St. Michael 
Church in Shenandoah, Pa.

While Bishop Bura served as pastor of 
the church in Shenandoah, the first 
Ukrainian Catholic parish in the United 
States, the historic church and its adjacent 
rectory were completely destroyed by fire 
during Easter on April 7, 1980. A young 
priest at the time, he led the parish through 
the tragedy and reconstruction of the 
church, which was rebuilt and blessed on 
November 27, 1983.

In 19871997, Bishop Bura served as the 
rector of St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic 
Seminary in Washington, D.C. In 1997
2002, he served as pastor of Holy Ghost 
Church in Chester, Pa., and St. Nicholas 
Church in Millville, N.J. In 2001, he took 
over as the pastor of St. Nicholas Church in 

Wilmington, Del.
On June 12, 1991, Pope John Paul II 

named Bishop Bura a monsignor. 
On January 3, 2006, the Congregation for 

the Eastern Churches announced that the 
Pope Benedict the 16th blessed the deci
sion of the Synod of the Bishops of the 
Ukrainian GreekCatholic Church and 
appointed Bishop Bura to the position of 
auxiliary bishop of the Ukrainian Catholic 
Archeparchy of Philadelphia.

Bishop Bura’s Episcopal Ordination took 
place on February 21, 2006, in the 
Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of the Imma
culate Conception in Philadelphia. The prin
cipal consecrator was His Beatitude 
Cardinal Lubomyr Husar, while coconsecra
tors included then Metropolitan Archbishop 
of Philadelphia Stefan Soroka and Most Rev. 
Michael Kuchmiak, CSs.R. 

On July 29, 2009, the Holy Father nomi
nated Bishop Bura to be the apostolic 
administrator, sede vacante, of the 
Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of St. Josaphat 
in Parma, Ohio, a position in which he 
served until 2014, when Bishop Bohdan 
Danylo was enthroned into the position.

In 2015, Bishop Bura was appointed by 
Metropolitan Soroka as a special ambassa
dor of the Ukrainian Catholic Church in 
Washington, D.C.

Pope Francis accepted Bishop Bura’s res
ignation on November 15, 2019. Since 2015 
and after his resignation, Bishop Bura lived 
in St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic Seminary 
in Washington, D.C.

Funeral services were planned to take 
place on January 2324 at the Cathedral of 
the Immaculate Conception in Philadelphia 
with Archbishop Gudziak acting as the 
principal celebrant.

 Bishop Bura’s body will lie in state for 
viewing and prayer starting at 2 p.m. on 
January 23 at the Cathedral of the Imma
culate Conception. The Episcopal Parastas 
will be held the same day at 4:30 p.m.

 A funeral Divine Liturgy will be celebrat
ed on January 24 at 9:30 a.m. After the lit
urgy, Bishop Bura’s remains will be trans
ferred to St. Andrew Cemetery in Bound 
Brook, N.J., for interment.

 The services will be open to the public 
and all clergy and faithful are encouraged to 
spiritually accompany Bishop John on his 
last journey. All of the services will be 
streamed live at https://www.youtube.
com/@ukrainiancatholicarcheparchial and 
https://www.facebook.com/archepar
chyphilly  

(Continued from page 1)

John Bura...

(Continued from page 6)

When will Russia’s...

Treaty Organization (NATO) member coun
tries, starting with the United States, must 
stop their unjustified procrastination and 
send Ukraine all the weapons it actually 
needs to regain and protect its territorial 
integrity.

Throughout 2022, NATO member coun
tries cautiously and gradually provided 
Ukraine with increasingly better military 
support that was nevertheless knowingly 
insufficient – both in quantity and sub
stance – to end this war and imminent 

threat to all Western countries.
There is a provoking proverb that the 

road to hell is paved with good intentions. 
To bypass this perilous road, Western lead
ers should now convert all of their good 
intentions into the tangible political will to 
provide Ukraine without further delay all 
the necessary weapons to end this war and 
thereby ensure peace, security and stability 
in the world.

As defense leaders from about 50 coun
tries in the Ukraine Defense Contact Group 
prepare for the Ramstein8 meeting on 
January 20, accomplishing this goal is not 
only possible, but it is imperative for our 
collective wellbeing.
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Salem State University and Boston branch of UCCA present exhibition on Holodomor
by Paul Thomas Rabchenuk

SALEM, Mass. – A poster exhibit depict
ing scenes from and information about the 
Holodomor, the manmade famine of 
19321933, and the activities of the 
Ukrainian community in Boston was on 
display at the Berry Learning Commons at 
Salem State University in Salem, Mass., 
throughout November 2022.

The exhibit was the result of a partner
ship developed between the university 
and the Boston Branch of the Ukrainian 
Congress Committee of America (UCCA).

The lead organizers of the exhibit were 
Prof. Paul Thomas Rabchenuk, a political 
science professor at the university, and 
Patricia Mary Libby, vice president of 
administration for the Salem State 
University Alumni Association. The uni
versity was represented by Michael 
Mitchell, assistant director for Alumni 
Relations.

The exhibit was physically assembled 
by Vsevelod Petriv, president of the Boston 
Branch of UCCA, and Maria Saxe, secretary 
of the Boston Branch of UCCA, and Yuri 
Petriv, an UCCA member.

Following welcoming remarks by Ms. 
Libby during the opening of the exhibit, 
Mr. Rabchenuk, who is also vice president 
of the Boston Branch of UCCA, read a proc

lamation from then Massachusetts Gov. 
Charlie Baker. That proclamation declared 
that November 2022 would be Ukrainian 
genocide remembrance month in the 
state.

In his remarks, Mr. Rabchenuk com
pared the Holodo mor to the current geno
cide now unfolding in Ukraine. He 
referred to the systematic killing of 
Ukrainians as members of a distinct cate
gory and cited examples of deliberate 
preparation and attacks on civilians in the 
country.

Citing examples, Mr. Rabchenuk identi
fied the 10 stages of genocide as defined 
by Prof. Gregory Stanton of Genocide 
Watch and explained how they compared 
with the atrocities committed by Russian 
President Vladimir Putin’s military in 
Ukraine.

Michael Sawkiw, president of the U.S. 
Committee for Ukrainian Holodomor
Genocide Awareness, was the keynote 
speaker at the event.

Following a description of the Holodo
mor, Mr. Sawkiw alluded to the current 
Russian aggression. He emphasized the 
National Committee’s theme of “Holodo
mor then; genocide now; justice when?”

Dr. Ihor Bylyk, a parish member of St. 
John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in Salem, Mass., read a proclama

tion issued by Salem Mayor Kimberley 
Driscoll, who is now the Massachusetts 
lieutenant governor, in which she support
ed efforts to commemorate and honor the 
victims of the Holodomor.

Mr. Rabchenuk read an additional state
ment of support from Rep. Seth Moulton 
of Massachusetts who noted that the 
Ukrainian community displayed resiliency 
in the face of evil.

“Stalin’s crimes against Ukrainian peo
ple clearly resonate today with Putin’s war 
in Ukraine,” Mr. Moulton said in his state
ment.

 He also indicated that he was proud to 
see Salem State University contributing to 
Holodomor remembrance.

Citations acknowledging the efforts to 
remember the Holodomor were presented 

to Mr. Rabchenuk and Salem State 
University by staff from Massachusetts 
state Rep. Paul F. Tucker and state Sen. 
Joan B. Lovely.

Rev. James F. Morris, Jr., pastor of St. 
John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in Salem, Mass., offered closing 
remarks. He spoke of the durability of the 
Ukrainian people, noting that their endur
ance was fortified by their faith in God.

Rev. Morris also thanked Salem State 
University for its support of Holodomor 
remembrance and noted that the Salem 
community at large has expressed its 
strong support for Ukraine.

As the presenters were speaking, Mr. 
Rabchenuk noted that students and the 
public visiting the Learning Center were 
viewing the exhibit with interest.

Paul Rabchenuk addressed guests during the opening of a Holodomor exhibit at Salem 
State University in Salem, Mass., that was on display throughout November 2022.

Vsevelod Petriv

Оголошення    Advertisement
Dear readers, the Soluk family is asking for help in � nding copies
of several Ukrainian � lms «Black Sea People (16mm) and «Ukrainian
Christmas» (16mm). At one time, Bohdan Soluk loaned these � lm
projects for viewing, but unfortunately they were not returned a� er
his death in 1994. If you have any information about these � lms,
рlеаsе let us know.  email at: GeorgeS@SolukMediaArchive.com
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On January 12, the Ukrainian Football 
Association (UAF) decided not to renew the 
contract of Ukraine’s national team head 
coach, Oleksandr Petrakov, and his entire 
coaching staff. In its official statement, the 
UAF expressed its sincere gratitude to 
Petrakov and his staff “for their professional
ism and unforgettable victories as the head 
coach of the national team.” The UAF went 
on to praise Petrakov’s “unique achieve
ments” working with Ukraine’s youth 
national teams, specifically lauding the 
U20 team’s world championship in 2019.

Petrakov thanked the UAF for the oppor
tunity to coach and work with the national 
team in a statement.

“For me, this period of my life will forev
er remain a warm memory in my heart. I 
want to thank the players of the national 
team and the coaching and administrative 
staff for the fact that for a year and a half 
we were united, united and inspired by the 
idea of protecting the interests of Ukraine 
on and off the football field. We sought to 
achieve the greatest and give Ukraine the 
joy of victory in the most difficult period of 
the country’s recent history. I am also sin
cerely grateful to the entire team of the 
Ukrainian Football Association for the 
many years of cooperation and to the presi
dent of the Ukrainian Football Association, 
Andriy Pavelko, for his trust. Thank you to 
our best fans in the world for passionately 
and sincerely supporting and believing in 
us. I remain the most ardent fan of the 
Ukraine national team. Glory to Ukraine!”

Under Petrakov’s leadership, Ukraine’s 

national football team had a record of six 
wins, two losses and seven draws in 15 
matches with a goal differential of 2313.

On January 14, it was reported that 
Petrakov had been appointed as the new 
head coach of the Armenian national foot
ball team.

On January 10, it was reported that 
French club Marseille acquired Ukrainian 
midfielder Ruslan Malinovskyi from 
Atalanta on a sixmonth loan that included 
a mandatory purchase option. The option is 
rumored to be 10 mill ion euros 
($10,615,000) and an additional 3 million 

euros in potential bonuses ($3,185,000), 
dependent on Olympique de Marseille 
qualifying for next season’s Champions 
League. The 29yearold Ukrainian was 
prepared to join Marseille last summer, but 
the French side would not agree to 
Atalanta’s demands of between 2025 mil
lion euros ($21.5$26.5 million).

Thus far in the 20222023 season, 
Malinovskyi played in 15 Serie A matches 
scoring one goal and adding two assists 
with three more goals coming in five 
Europa League appearances.

Marseille acquired the Ukrainian nation

al to fill the midfield void created by Arkine 
Harit’s injury. The Moroccan suffered a sea
sonending knee injury that prevented him 
from playing in the 2022 World Cup.

Ukraine’s sports infrastructure  
damage exceeds $250M

Ukraine’s Minister of Youth and Sports 
Vadym Gutzeit reported on his Facebook 
page on January 12 that, as a result of 
Russia’s war on Ukraine, some 320 
Ukrainian sports facilities have been dam
aged, 87 of which have been partially or 
totally destroyed. The total amount of loss
es exceeds $250 million.

The following is a breakdown of sports 
facilities destroyed by region: Luhansk 
(89), Donetsk (61), Kharkiv (46), Mykolaiv 
(27), Kherson (24), Kyiv (21), Dnipro pet
rovsk (15), Chernihiv (12) and Sumy (11).

Major infrastructure damage has been 
reported in the Kharkiv, Luhansk and 
Mykolaiv regions. Specifying the destruc
tion in the Mykolayiv area, Gutzeit wrote 
that, “In 11 villages of Pervomaisk merged 
territorial community, all sports halls, 
including the complex of culture and 
sports, are actually in unusable condition.”

The minister, who now doubles as the 
president of the National Olympic 
Committee of Ukraine, added that, “The 
new pain is the destroyed infrastructure in 
Kherson. According to preliminary infor
mation, 24 sports infrastructure facilities 
have been destroyed and damaged in the 

Petrakov out as national team coach, Malinovskyi moves to Marseille

(Continued on page 15)

Ruslan Malinovskyi shields the ball from two French players during a 2021 World 
Cup qualifier on March 24 that ended in a 1-1 draw.

Wikipedia
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by Ihor N. Stelmach

Ukraine’s U25 national hockey team 
wrapped up its four game fundraising 
Hockey Can’t Stop Tour with a 51 win over 
the University of Manitoba Bisons. The 
game was played on the home ice of the 
National Hockey League’s (NHL) Winnipeg 
Jets. Following games played at university 
facilities in Saskatoon, Calgary and 
Edmonton, all losses, this game, in an NHL 
arena, attracted some 7,821 hockey fans.

None of the fans at Canada Life Centre in 
downtown Winnipeg on January 9 were 
there to see their hometown Jets in action. 
Instead, they came for a special game to 
raise funds for the CanadaUkraine 
Foundation, which is assisting with ongoing 
humanitarian work for Ukraine. The tour 
also gave the Ukrainian team an opportuni
ty to practice ahead of the 2023 World 
University Games in Lake Placid, N.Y.

“It’s been very difficult for them to train, 
to play, and this is what they love to do,” 
said longtime sportscaster Gord Miller, one 
of the organizers of the tour, in speaking 
with CBC News on January 9. “For them to 
be invited to the World University Games is 
a big honor. They didn’t think they would 
be able to go.”

The Jets donated 1,500 tickets for recent 
Ukrainian refugees to be able to attend the 
exhibition hockey game. Reports indicated 
that the fourgame tour raised over 
$100,000 in ticket sales alone.

Fans, among them Alyssa Rempel, came 
out proudly wearing the Ukrainian colors 
of blue and yellow to support her Ukrainian 
brethren in Canada and her family back in 
Ukraine. She tragically lost a cousin last 
February after Russia launched its fullscale 
war on Ukraine.

“That’s why visually supporting 
Ukrainians and also still being a presence 
here is so important to me,” she told CBC 
News.

Rempel has volunteered some of her 
time to benefit Ukraine, and many of her 
newlymade friends joined her at the game. 
For many of them, it was their first ever 
hockey game and an ultimate thrill to enjoy 
it in an NHL arena.

Young fan Oleh Blazhko relocated to 
Winnipeg from Ukraine last August. He 
decided to attend the game as soon as he 
heard about it. He came with a Ukrainian 
flag, cheering for “the spirit of the 
Ukrainian people.” Describing his new 
home of Winnipeg, he said that, “It’s kind of 
an amazing place to live. I don’t really like 
the cold, but I’m getting used to it.”

For another fan, Karen Schultz, the hock
ey game had a significant meaning. January 
9 was her 60th birthday. She is of Ukrainian 
descent and has family in Ukraine. Her 
uncle was the late Ab McDonald, who 
played 14 NHL seasons before jumping to 
the rival World Hockey Association (WHA) 
and becoming Winnipeg’s first captain in 
the 19721973 season. McDonald’s grand

son was on the ice playing for the Bisons 
against Team Ukraine.

“It’s devastating what’s happening to 
their country,” Schultz told CBC News. 
“What a wonderful fundraiser.”

Ovechkin not-so-great-No. 8 with 
Ukrainians

Ukraine’s U25 men’s hockey team was 
warmly welcomed by the NHL in Sas
katoon, Calgary, Edmonton and Winnipeg. 
Yet, despite the positive experiences on 
their Hockey Can’t Stop Tour in western 
Canada, the Ukrainian players have not 
been able to understand why the NHL con

tinues to stand by and honor Washington 
Capitals star Alex Ovechkin, an outspoken 
supporter of Russian President Vladimir 
Putin.

To Ukrainian goaltender Slava Serdiuk, 
Ovechkin’s nickname should be “the notso
greatNo. 8 [Ovechkin wears the number 8 
on his jersey].” Asked by the Winnipeg Sun 
in a January 9 interview about how the 
Ukrainian netminder would react if he had 
seen Ovechkin in the building, Serdiuk 
replied, “I wouldn’t talk to him. In my opin
ion, he shouldn’t play in the NHL, that’s for 

by Ihor N. Stelmach

The 2023 World University Games 
kicked off on January 12 as a huge crowd of 
spectators erupted with a loud ovation at 
the 1980 Herb Brooks Arena when 58 ath
letes from Ukraine entered the arena dur
ing the Games’ opening ceremony. The 
Ukrainian athletes and onlookers waved to 
each other and smiled widely as most fans 
rose in a rousing ovation as a gesture of sol
idarity with the athletes from the warrav
aged nation.

More than 1,400 athletes, representing 
46 countries and 540 universities, are com
peting in 85 events in 12 sports in Lake 
Placid, N.Y., on January 1222. Ukraine’s 
delegation is comprised of 14 women and 
44 men, including a 23member ice hockey 
team. Ukrainian athletes are scheduled to 
compete in hockey plus six other sports: 
alpine skiing, biathlon, crosscountry ski

ing, figure skating, Nordic combined and 
snowboard.

Ukrainian ice dancers Mariia Holubtsova 
and Kyryll Bielobrov almost didn’t get a 
chance to compete for medals at competi
tion. The two are studentathletes at the 
National Pedagogical Dragomanov Univer
sity in Kyiv. Being a studentathlete is not 
an easy job – it consists of studying and 
training at an elite level while still pursuing 
other timeconsuming activities.

The war forced Holubtsova and Bielo
brov to move to Canada where they had to 
adapt to a new country, new team and new 
coaches. Holubtsova survived an arduous 
journey out of Ukraine with her mother 
and grandmother by car. They eventually 
got to Germany. When the war started, her 
family sheltered in the basement of their 
old house in Kyiv, fearful of exploding 
bombs and missiles, which first fell far 
away but then drew closer by the day.

Coming from Kyiv, Belobrov personally 
witnessed the destruction from the nearly 
yearlong war with Russia. Highly motivat
ed to compete on an international stage, 
the ice dancing tandem encountered diffi
culties in training for their event. Frust
ration and depression led to thoughts of 
not competing.

Family and friends offered encourage
ment and support and the pair then relo
cated to Montreal, where they trained in 
advance of the FISU Winter Games. The ice 
dancers met their challenge head on and 
decided to continue their career, even 
under adverse circumstances. Bielobrov 
looks at it as a blessing in disguise.

Having arrived in Lake Placid, N.Y., the 
pair took a walk down Main Street and 
were overwhelmed with the number of 
Ukrainian flags lining storefronts. They, 
along with the rest of Ukraine’s contingent, 
were overcome with emotion at the open
ing ceremonies when Team Ukraine 
received a rousing standing ovation.

In a January 14 interview with WPTZ5, 

Bielobrov said, “Ukrainian people are real 
fighters, so they want to compete and help 
their country however they can. Not every
body can go to the battlefield and fight. 
There are some people who have different 
ways of making an impact.”

Nearly halfway through the competition 
at the 2023 World University Games, 
Ukraine had earned two bronze medals 
and was sitting in 20th place overall. In the 
single mixed relay biathlon event, the 
Ukrainian tandem of Yuliia Horodna and 
Stepan Kinash placed third with an overall 
time of 38.07.2 seconds, 41.9 seconds, fin
ishing behind the Czech Republic, which 
took the gold medal. Ukraine also won a 
bronze medal in the nordic combined 
men’s team sprint normal hill event and the 
2x4x1.5kilometer crosscountry event 
with Dmytro Mazurchak and Vitalii 
Hrebeniuk earning podium honors. Other 
top Ukrainian finishers included Stepan 
Kinash (fifth in 15kilometer biathlon), 

Yuliia Horodna (fifth in women’s 12.5kilo
meter biathlon), Holubtsova and Bielobrov 
(fifth place in the free dance portion of the 
ice dancing competition), Dmytro 
Mazurchak (fifth in Nordic combined 
10kilometer crosscountry),and Vitalii 
Hrebeniuk (sixth in Nordic combined 
10kilometer crosscountry).

In ice hockey, Team Ukraine lost 61 to 
Canada, 32 in overtime to Latvia, and, in 
their third game, they shellacked a shell
shocked Sweden outfit by a whopping 122. 
Forward Hlib Krivoshapkin scored a goal in 
each of the three matches and added two 
assists in the Sweden rout. Bogdan Stupak 
led the scoring against Sweden with one 
goal and four assists. Vadym Mazur, 
Mykhailo Simchuk and Artem Tselohorod
tsev each contributed two goals as Team 
Ukraine successfully attacked a porous 
Swedish defense.

(Additional reporting by WPTZ5 televi
sion and North Country Public Radio)

Ukraine’s U-25 men’s hockey team celebrated its 5-1 win against the Manitoba Bisons 
in Winnipeg on January 9 to conclude the Hockey Can’t Stop Tour.

Ukraine’s Yulia Horodina and Stepan 
Kinash won third place in the biathlon 
single mixed relay event at the 2023 
World University Games in Lake Placid, 

N.Y.

The biathlon single mixed relay teams from the Czech Republic (gold), France (silver) 
and Ukraine (bronze) stood atop the medal podium at the 2023 World University 

Games in Lake Placid, N.Y.

Twitter.com/GmillerTSN

Andriy Lozenko

Andriy Lozenko

Ukraine’s U-25 hockey team ends tour with victory

Ukraine begins competition at the 2023 World University Games

(Continued on page 15)
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Through March 10 Art exhibit by Alexander Motyl, “Ukraine in Ruins, 1941-1942,
New York 2022,”Columbia University, https://harriman.columbia.edu

January 26 Film screening, “Uke. The Untold Story of Hockey Legends,”
New York Columbia University, https://harrimann.columbia.edu

January 27 Film screening and benefit, “Uke: The Untold Story
Chicago of Hockey Legends,” Ukrainian National Museum, 
 https://tinylink.net/amHxP

January 27 Presentation by Dmitry Bykov, “The War of Myths,” 
Stanford, CA Stanford University, www.creees.stanford.edu

January 28 Conversation with Margot McMahon and Dr. Adrienne
Chicago Kochman, held in conjunction with the exhibit “Resist! A 
 Visual History of Protest,”Ukrainian Institute of Modern
 Art, www.uima-chicago.org

January 29 Concert, Music at the Institute, featuring the music
New York of Thomas “Foma” de Hartmann, Ukrainian Institute
 of America, www.ukrainianinstitute.org

January 29 Festival of Carols, “Caroling Together,” St. Nicholas
Chicago Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral, facebook.com/CarolingTogether

February 3 Presentation by David Hoffmann, “World War II Memory
Stanford, CA in the Soviet Union and Putin’s Russia,” Stanford
 University, www.creees.stanford.edu

February 4 Ukrainian American Cotillion Ball “Chervona Kalyna,” 
Pearl River, NY Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization, Hilton Pearl River, 
 www.kalynadeb.org

February 9-10 Conference, “Rebuilding Ukraine, Rebuilding the World,” 
Cambridge, MA Temerty Contemporary Ukraine Program, Harvard
 University, www.huri.harvard.edu

February 11 Philadelphia Debutante Banquet and Ball, Ukrainian 
Philadelphia Engineers’ Society of America (Philadelphia), Bellevue
 Hotel, www.eventbrite.com or 610-277-1284

February 11 Valentine Designer Bag Bingo, benefit for Ukrainian
Jenkintown, PA Federation of America programs, Ukrainian Educational 
 and Cultural Center, 215-782-1075

February 15 Presentation by Joshua D. Zimmerman, “Pilsudski and the Kyiv
Cambridge, MA Campaign, May-June 1920. Why Poland Championed Ukrainian
 Independence,” Harvard University, www.huri.harvard.edu

February 16 Presentation by Oleksandra Keudel, “What Makes Ukraine
New York Resilient in an Asymmetric War? A Survey of Local
 Governments’ Emergency Responses,” Columbia University,
 https://harriman.columbia.edu 

February 18 58th annual Debutante Ball, Ukrainian American Youth
Parsippany, NJ  Association, Sheraton Parsippany Hotel, 
 https://cym.org/us/deb-tickets/

February 18 Pre-Lenten Zapusty dinner, Ukrainian Educational and
Jenkintown, PA Cultural Center, www.ueccphila.org

February 22 Presentation by Yana Prymachenko, “Historical Fakes in
Cambridge, MA Russian Media During the First Phase of the Russian 
 Aggression Against Ukraine,”Harvard University, 
 www.huri.harvard.edu

February 24 One-year commemoration since Russia’s invasion of
Cambridge, MA Ukraine, Harvard University, www.huri.harvard.edu

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

cities and villages of the region, 21 of which 
[were damaged] in the last few weeks.”

Gutzeit went on to say that Vladimir 
Putin’s Christmas truce resulted in addi
tional destruction to the country’s sports 
infrastructure, noting that Russian missile 
fire hit the Altair ice arena in Druzhkivka. 
Since it was first bombed on May 16, 2022, 
that arena served as a humanitarian center 
for civilians since it could no longer be used 
to host competitions. After being hit by 
missiles several more times, it may never 
be restored, he said.

NOC approves resignations  
of seven members

On January 13, InterfaxUkraine report
ed that during the general assembly meet
ing of the National Olympic Committee of 
Ukraine, it was decided to accept the resig
nations of Andriy Shevchenko (vicepresi
dent), Zhan Beleniuk, Heorhiy Zubko, 
Andriy Kozhemyakin, Hryhoriy Surkis, 
Yevhen Pronin and Nestor Shufrych. All of 
the above were officially excluded from 
their positions with the NOC.

Shevchenko had expressed his desire to 
leave the NOC immediately after being 
elected to his position as vicepresident. He 
explicitly criticized the new composition of 
the organization, which included many for
mer deputies of the Party of Regions and 
Opposition Platform – For Life.

Shortly after Shevchenko’s statement, 
Shufrych, Surkis and Beleniuk also asked to 
be excluded from the committee.

Zakarpattia to get three indoor rinks

The Ice Hockey Federation of Ukraine 
partnered with Ukraine’s Zakarpattia 
region to begin construction of three new 
indoor ice hockey rinks for training and 
event competitions.

The head of the Zakarpattia military 
administration, Viktor Mykyta, issued a 
statement on the matter.

“In response to the destruction of the 
Altair arena in Druzhkivka, Donetsk region, 
Zakarpattia region and the Ice Hockey 
Federation of Ukraine are starting the con
struction of three indoor arenas for train
ing and competition,” he said on Telegram.

“These centers will become the founda
tion for the development of hockey in 
Zakarpattia, which originated in Uzhorod 
in the 1970s, as well as a new place for 
training athletes who moved to our region,” 
he wrote.

“Local children will train here, as well as 
kids who were forced to move from their 
home towns because of the war,” Mykyta 
added.

World Games ovation  
a 2022 highlight

Reflecting on the past year, International 
World Games Association (IWGA) President 
Jose Perurena shared his most special 
moment from 2022. It was the spontaneous 
standing ovation for the Ukrainian delega
tion at the opening ceremonies of the 2022 
Birmingham World Games.

Following the International Olympic 
Committee’s recommendations, the IWGA 
banned athletes and officials from Russia 
and Belarus at the World Games. Russia 
was set to send some 69 athletes to com
pete in 27 events, while Belarus intended 
to send 11 athletes in nine events. Perurena 
said the decision to ban the two countries 
was “necessary,” but IWGA preferred to 
leave politics out of the equation.

What was seen at the 2022 World 
Games was a strong show of solidarity and 
a desire to help in the world of sport. 
Generous donations from the IWGA and 
member federations resulted in a check for 
$54,000 being handed over to Sergey 
Bubka, chairman of the Ukrainian National 
Olympic Committee at the time.

When asked for his personal highlight of 
the World Games, Perurena said it came 
after seeing the response from the crowd 
after the Ukrainian delegation entered the 
stadium.

“When the athletes and officials from 

(Continued from page 13)
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sure. Because he’s supporting the war. He’s 
supporting Putin. He’s a great player, but 
he’s not a great guy. [He’s not] a person.”

Despite having loads of fun and enjoying 
the experience of the tour through Canada 
on the way to Lake Placid, the players’ 
thoughts remained connected to their fami
lies back home. At the turn of the New Year, 
Serdiuk was awoken to the scary news of a 
missile strike in his hometown of Kyiv 
some 100 meters from his parents’ home. 
His family and friends were not hurt and 
were not harmed, but the shocking news 
took its toll on the 19yearold.

His teammate, 22yearold forward Hlib 
Krivoshapkin, hails from Kharkiv and 
speaks with his parents almost every day. 
His parents are staying sane by watching 
his games online.

“My father is not sleeping. He’s watching 
the games at night,” Krivoshapkin told the 
Winnipeg Sun. “So, this really helps them. 
They’re happy about me, about us – all of 
the boys.”

His father must have been extremely 
happy and proud after seeing his son score 
a shorthanded goal during the game in 
Winnipeg.

Playing hockey creates a sense of nor
malcy or a status quo in Krivoshapkin’s life, 
which is one of the goals of the Hockey 
Can’t Stop Tour. The players on Ukraine’s 
U25 hockey team want Ovechkin and all 
those who support Russia to hear their 
words.

“Just be a human,” Krivoshapkin plead
ed. “Try to understand that it’s not like a 
movie. It’s real life. People are dying. And I 

don’t understand how somebody can say 
they’re for it. Just try to be a human. You 
can’t [get] used to it. We have to talk about 
it. We have to remember. And I’m asking 
everyone who can hear me: please help 
Ukraine if you can.”

Oleksandra Slatvytska, head of Ukraine’s 
hockey federation, has her 8yearold son 
living with her while her husband is in 
Ukraine aiding the war effort.

“What is really scary is that we do not 
realize how many people are injured, not 
only physically, but psychologically, mental
ly,” Slatvytska told the Winnipeg Sun on 
January 9.

She sees the stress the war has had on 
her players every day.

“It’s boys, 25 years old,” she said. “When 
I see their emotions, they’re still kids. It’s 
much better to provide them with the 
opportunity to continue to play hockey, to 
do what they can best do.”

Many Ukrainian arenas have been 
destroyed, Ukrainian cities and villages 
have been bombed, but the spirit and 
essence of Ukrainian hockey lives on.

“We want to show the whole world 
Ukrainian hockey is alive, even when our 
country is going to war,” head coach Vadym 
Shakhairchuk told the Winnipeg Sun. “All 
the sports are important, but hockey’s spe
cial. It’s our life.”

“This is a big responsibility, when you’re 
representing your country,” Krivoshapkin 
said. “Especially on this kind of internation
al level, especially in Canada, the home of 
hockey. Better not think too much about it. 
You start overthinking. Just think about the 
game.”

Though that is easier said than done.
(Additional reporting by CBC News and 

the Winnipeg Sun)

(Continued from page 14)
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Ukraine came into the stadium and the 
spectators gave them a spontaneous stand
ing ovation, that touched me very much. I 
saw many people cry with emotion; I will 
not forget this moment for the whole of my 
life,” he said.

(Based on information provided by the 
Ukrainian Football Association, One 
Football and Inside the Games)

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@
sfgsports.com.
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