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Women at war: Ukraine’s female soldiers dream  
of freedom as they fight for survival

by Aleksander Palikot
RFE/RL

KYIV – A pile of boxes filled with body 
bags welcomed visitors to the headquar-
ters of the Ukrainian Women Veteran 
Movement, Ukraine’s biggest female sol-
diers’ organization, on a recent afternoon.

The empty bags were ready to be 
shipped to Bakhmut, a city in the Donetsk 
region where deadly fighting has raged 
for months, said Olena Kharchenko, an 
employee in charge of the dispatch. “It’s 
what we do almost every day,” she said.

“We set up our movement to defend 
the rights of female soldiers and veterans,” 
said Kateryna Priymak, the deputy head 
of the organization. “But Russia’s full-scale 
invasion forced us to focus on the maxi-

RFE/RL

The United States and Germany have 
announced plans to send dozens of 
advanced battle tanks to Ukraine following 
intense debate and pressure from North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) allies 
to respond positively to Kyiv’s calls for as 
many as 300 tanks to help it repel Russia’s 
11-month-old full-scale invasion.

Their decisions follow a British decision 
earlier this month to send 14 of its own 
Challenger 2 tanks, all of which could take 
months of training and other preparations 
before the equipment can be used on the 
battlefield.

Kyiv quickly welcomed the German and 
U.S. tank pledges as crucial to its hopes of 
victory, but Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy rushed to emphasize that “speed 
and volume are key now.”

In his nightly address, Mr. Zelenskyy said 
he had also spoken to NATO Secretary 
General Jens Stoltengerg and urged ship-
ments of long-range missiles and aircraft.

President Joe Biden said the United 
States will send 31 of its highly advanced 
Abrams tanks in a move he said was not an 
offensive threat to Russia.

Moscow has warned that it considers 
the Western supply of such tanks to its 
much smaller post-Soviet foe to be a dan-
gerous provocation.

Speaking from the White House, Mr. 

Biden said the NATO tanks for Ukraine 
would help “improve their ability to 
maneuver in open terrain.”

He praised Berlin’s announcement 
hours earlier as evidence that “Germany 
has really stepped up.”

Mr. Biden added that, “the expectation 
on the part of Russia is we’re going to break 
up, but we are fully, totally and thoroughly 
united.”

Besides tanks, the Washington assis-
tance will also reportedly include eight 
tracked recovery-and-towing vehicles 
known as M88s.

U.S. National Security Council spokes-
man John Kirby later said it would be 
“many months” before the U.S. tanks 
arrived but that Ukraine had to be ready for 
improved weather and intensified Russian 
attacks.

He added that there was no indication 
Russian President Vladimir Putin had plans 
to attack NATO territory.

German Chancellor Olaf Scholz 
announced the supply of 14 Leopard 2 
tanks to Ukraine and he opened the road 
for third countries to re-export their own 
German-made Leopards amid fears of a 
spring offensive by Russia and a reminder 
of the intense assault on Ukraine after 
troops were forced to withdraw from the 
town of Soledar.

U.S., Germany to send tanks  
to Ukraine despite Moscow’s warnings

Kyiv says ‘speed’ is key Strikes kill at least one person, cause power outages

(Continued on page 7)

RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service

Russia launched a fresh wave of missile 
strikes on infrastructure targets in Ukraine 
early on January 26, killing at least one per-
son and prompting power cuts just hours 
after an overnight drone attack, as heavy 
fighting continues unabated in the east, 
where Moscow’s forces have been piling 
increasing pressure on Ukrainian defenders.

The new missile attacks came after 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, speaking 
just hours after Germany and the United 
States pledged to provide Kyiv with 
advanced battle tanks, called on Kyiv’s 
Western allies to deliver long-range mis-
siles and military aircraft to beef up 
Ukraine’s air defense.

Kyiv Mayor Vitali Klitschko said one per-
son was killed and two others were 
wounded in a strike on the capital and 
urged residents to stay in shelters.

“As a result of a rocket hitting a nonresi-
dential building in the Holosiyiv district, 
we have information about one dead and 
two wounded. The wounded were hospi-
talized,” he said.

Serhiy Popko, the head of Kyiv’s military 
administration, said more than a dozen 
missiles were destroyed above the capital 
by air defenses.

“The enemy launched more than 15 
cruise missiles in the direction of Kyiv. 
Thanks to the excellent work of air defense, 
all air targets were shot down,” he said.

The strikes forced the authorities to 
impose emergency power cuts in Kyiv and 
several other regions to relieve pressure on 
the electricity grid, an operator said.

“Due to the threat of a missile attack in 
Kyiv and the regions of Kyiv, Odesa and 
Dnipropetrovsk emergency blackouts have 
been introduced,” said DTEK, Ukraine’s 
largest private power producer.

Two energy facilities were hit by 
Russian missiles in the southern region of 

Russia responds to tank announcement  
by launching missiles at Ukraine

(Continued on page 15)

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy (right) met with Sauli Niinistö, the presi-
dent of Finland, on January 24 in Kyiv, where the two men discussed, among other 

topics, continued defense cooperation between the two allied countries.

Office of the President of Ukraine

Lyubov Plaksyuk
Joint Forces Task Force via Facebook

(Continued on page 9)
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Authorities detain Crimean Tatars

Russia-imposed law enforcement offi-
cers have detained at least 34 Crimean 
Tatar activists who came to express sup-
port for six men arrested for belonging to 
the Hizb ut-Tahrir Islamic group in 
Ukraine’s Moscow-annexed Crimea. The 
activists were detained on January 25 
when they gathered near the Kyiv district 
court building in the Crimean capital, 
Simferopol. The court ruled to send six 
Crimean Tatar activists to pretrial deten-
tion until at least March 24. The six men – 
Ekrem Krosh, Ayder Asanov, Refat 
Seydametov, Osman Abdurazzakov, Leman 
Zekiryayev and Khalil Mambetov – were 
detained on January 24 after police 
searched their homes in Crimea’s 
Dzhankoy district. Since Russia seized 
Crimea in 2014, Russian authorities have 
prosecuted dozens of Crimean Tatars for 
allegedly belonging to Hizb ut-Tahrir, an 
Islamic group that is banned in Russia but 
not in Ukraine. Moscow’s takeover of the 
peninsula was vocally opposed by many 
Crimean Tatars, who are a sizable minority 
in the region. Exiled from their homeland 
to Central Asia by Soviet authorities under 
the dictatorship of Josef Stalin during 
World War II, many Crimean Tatars are 
very wary of Russia and Moscow’s rule. 
Rights groups and Western governments 
have denounced what they describe as a 
campaign of repression by the Russian-
imposed authorities in Crimea who are tar-
geting members of the Turkic-speaking 
Crimean Tatar community and others who 
have spoken out against Moscow’s take-
over of the peninsula. Russia took control 
of Crimea from Ukraine in March 2014 
after sending in troops, seizing key facili-
ties, and staging a referendum dismissed as 
illegal by at least 100 countries. Moscow 
also backs separatists in a war against gov-
ernment forces that has killed more than 
13,200 people in eastern Ukraine since 
April 2014. (RFE/RL’s Crimea.Realities)

European court clears way for MH17 case

Europe’s top human rights court has 
agreed to hear a Dutch case against Russian 
disinformation following the shooting 
down eight years ago of Malaysia Airlines 

Flight MH17 over eastern Ukraine, an inci-
dent that killed 298 people from around a 
dozen countries. The decision by the 
European Court of Human Rights (ECHR) 
on January 25 clears the way procedurally 
for the case to go forward, suggesting 
Moscow had “effective control” over the 
Kremlin-backed separatists who shot the 
passenger jet down with a Russian-made 
surface-to-air missile. A key excerpt of the 
decision says the court “further found that 
the respondent State” – Russia – “had a sig-
nificant influence on the separatists’ mili-
tary strategy.” It said Russia “had provided 
weapons and other military equipment to 
separatists on a significant scale from the 
earliest days ... and over the following 
months and years” of two Russia-backed 
separatist groups in eastern Ukraine, that it 
“had carried out artillery attacks upon 
requests from the separatists and that it 
had provided political and economic sup-
port to the separatists.” A Dutch court in 
November 2022 convicted two Russians 
and one pro-Moscow Ukrainian separatist 
of murder in absentia for their roles in the 
downing of the plane and sentenced them 
to life in prison. The three men convicted 
were former Russian intelligence agents 
Igor Girkin and Sergei Dubinskiy, and 
Leonid Kharchenko, a Ukrainian separatist 
leader. All are believed to be in Russia. The 
court acquitted the fourth suspect, Russian 
Oleg Pulatov, the only suspect represented 
by defense lawyers at the trial, for lack of 
evidence. The downing of flight MH17 in 
July 2014 killed all 283 passengers and 15 
crew members on board the flight, which 
had taken off from Schiphol Airport outside 
Amsterdam bound for Kuala Lumpur. The 
victims came from more than a dozen 
countries, although more than two-thirds 
of them were Dutch citizens. Russia has 
maintained that it had no role in the trage-
dy and put forward alternative theories, 
which never held up under scrutiny. An 
ECHR case could take years to be heard, but 
a verdict against Russia in the case could 
order Moscow to pay compensation to the 
families of hundreds of victims. Russia quit 
the European Convention on Human Rights 
in September amid fierce international 

(Continued on page 14)

 NEWS ANALYSIS

by Paul Goble
Eurasia Daily Monitor

Moscow is increasingly concerned about 
Kyiv’s increased attention not only to the 
non-Russian republics and regions within 
the current borders of the Russian 
Federation but also, and particularly, to 
parts of the country that have, or at least 
had, significant ethnic Ukrainian popula-
tions (see Eurasia Daily Monitor, July 28, 
2022). The last of these regions – and there 
are perhaps a dozen – are known in 
Ukrainian parlance as “wedges,” and any 
mention of them is enough to outrage 
Russian leaders who have arrogated to 
themselves the exclusive right to determine 
borders and identities within the post-Sovi-
et space (see Eurasia Daily Monitor, January 
18). Of them, the “green” wedge in the 
Russian Far East, historically, has attracted 
the most attention. Yet, the “crimson” one in 
the Kuban, a region that includes Krasnodar 
Krai and parts of Stavropol Krai and is situ-
ated between Ukraine and the non-Russian 
republics of the North Caucasus, represents 
the most immediate explosive case.

The Kuban’s history is complicated, 
reflecting both general trends in Russian 
history and the specific features of the 
region. Prior to the Bolshevik Revolution, 
the national republics and the accompany-
ing ethnic self-identification were not 
opposed by the government, and after 
1917, when republic borders were estab-
lished, they were frequently shifted to meet 
the needs of the Soviet state rather than the 
desires or characteristics of the population 
(Window on Eurasia, May 21, 2021). This 
means that neither the Russian Soviet 
Federative Socialist Republic (RSFSR) nor 
the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic 
existed and that ethnic identities competed 
with other identifications, including social 
strata of the kind the Russian authorities 
always pinned on the Cossacks. The Kuban 
was thus not part of either Russia or 

Ukraine and became part of the RSFSR only 
in 1924 after a period of indeterminate sta-
tus, during which time some of its people 
sought independence and others union 
with Ukraine (Russian7.ru; Russia-ukraine.
com, accessed January 23).

Equally, identities were fluid, with some 
of the people in the Kuban having a long 
tradition of identifying as Ukrainian (Babel.
ua, February 16, 2022; Apn.ru, September 
30, 2022). And others have assumed that 
identity for tactical reasons – as when 
many of the Cossacks there reidentified as 
Ukrainian (significantly, not as Russians) so 
as not to be subject to the Soviet fratricide 
being committed against them (Russian7.
ru, accessed January 23). These two situa-
tions meant that, by 1926, more than 60 
percent of the Kuban’s population was eth-
nic Ukrainian, a figure that declined to less 
than 5 percent in 1939 due to Stalinist 
actions, including both the Holodomor 
(“Terror Famine”) and forcible re-identifi-
cation (Postivka.com, December 31, 2019). 
The large number of Ukrainians and 
Ukrainian speakers there in the 1920s 
pushed Moscow to retain Ukrainian as an 
official language in the Kuban until 1932.

In Soviet times, any public discussion of 
the Ukrainian wedges was prohibited. But 
with glasnost and the re-emergence of a 
Ukrainian state, it became an increasingly 
hot issue. Kyiv commentators and politi-
cians spoke more frequently on the need 
for Ukraine to support the wedges, includ-
ing the one in the Kuban. Russians, up to 
and including President Vladimir Putin, 
countered with an insistence that 
Ukrainians had no right to do so because 
these were Russian areas now and forever.

As relations between Kyiv and Moscow 
deteriorated, such exchanges became ever-
more heated. In 2013, for example, 
Ukrainian activists explicitly called for 
reuniting the Kuban with Ukraine (Window 

by Pavel K. Baev
Eurasia Daily Monitor

Two events of profound, and maybe 
even decisive, importance for the outcome 
of the Ukraine war happened last week: the 
Davos gathering of the World Economic 
Forum and the meeting of top defense offi-
cials from some 50 members of the 
Western coalition at the Ramstein air base 
in Germany. Russian business and political 
elite used to flock to Davos and throw lav-
ish parties, but this year no one even 
noticed their absence (Kommersant, 
January 19). Moscow’s attention was cen-
tered on Ramstein, and every sign of dis-
agreement was amplified as a success of 
President Vladimir Putin’s strategy of 
dividing the hostile West (Izvestiya, January 
21). The agendas for both events were cer-
tainly quite different, but they in fact 
addressed two key horizons of the war. The 
commitments achieved in Ramstein by the 
defense ministers ensured that Russia can-
not attain any success in the expected 
spring and summer offensive operations, 
and the deliberations of economic planners 
denied Russia any chance to win a long war.

The postponement of the decision on 
delivering the German-made Leopard-2 
main battle tanks to Ukraine was indeed a 
disappointment for Kyiv, but Moscow is 
wrong to interpret it as a major split among 
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO) members (Nezavisimaya Gazeta, 
January 21). Domestic political complica-
tions in Germany necessitate this delay, but 
the allies understand perfectly well the dif-
ficulties of reaching compromises in a 
coalition government and respect the need 
to give the deliberations their due time 
(Novayagazeta.eu, January 20). Even 
Russian “patriotic” commentators point out 
that the tank issue is essentially resolved 
and that Ukrainian soldiers have already 
begun training for operating the Leopards 
and the British-made Challenger-2 tanks 
(Topwar.ru, January 21). The sum total of 
allied commitments made in Ramstein 
amounts to such a massive supply of mod-
ern weapons systems that Ukraine is set to 
gain effective superiority over the badly 
equipped and demotivated Russian forces 
(Rossiiskaya Gazeta, January 20).

The Kuban: A real ‘wedge’  
between Russia and Ukraine
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Ukraine House Davos keeps spotlight on war-torn country at elite World Economic Forum
by Roman Tymotsko

LVIV – A Ukrainian delegation to the 
World Economic Forum (WEF) in 
Switzerland ensured that its attendees 
would not forget about Russia’s aggression 
toward their country as it seeks to bolster 
continued support to withstand the 
Kremlin’s relentless onslaught.  

The global elite of business leaders, poli-
ticians and economists had an opportunity 
on January 16-19 to hear and learn more 
about Ukraine, its plight amid Europe’s 
bloodiest war since World War II and its 
heroic fight to maintain its sovereignty. 

Housed under the mainstay roof of the 
Ukraine House at the yearly event, a variety 
of discussions were held and presentations 
delivered to an exclusive international audi-

ence at the secluded ski resort in Davos, 
Switzerland.

This year, “we build on the global out-
pouring of support for Ukraine that has 
united the democratic world,” said Ulyana 
Khromyak, executive director of the 
Ukrainian venue. 

Among those speaking in attendance 
were First Lady Olena Zelenska, Kyiv Mayor 
Vitali Klitschko, Metropolitan Archbishop 
Borys Gudziak, Lviv Mayor Andriy Sadovyi, 
former NASA astronaut Scott Kelly and ten-
nis star Elina Svitolina. 

President Volodymyr Zelenskyy and 
Foreign Affairs Minister Dmytro Kuleba 
took part remotely from Kyiv.

“Knowing that the [WEF in] Davos and 
the wider international community stand 
with Ukraine has been a great source of 

strength for our nation,” Ms. Khromyak 
said. “We are honored to host world-
renowned international speakers, first 
class moderators and, most of all, inspiring 
Ukrainians defending their nation on the 
frontlines and supporting the country’s 
ongoing resilience and resistance using 
every means possible.” 

Besides the notable speakers, a special 
panel was devoted to introduce Ukrainian 
soldiers who are currently fighting in the 
war’s hottest spots.

The fifth of its kind, the Ukrainian WEF 
venue also sought to continue garnering 
support for Ukraine in all areas.

Mr. Kelly, a retired NASA astronaut, and 
Ms. Svitolina, a professional Ukrainian ten-
nis player, were joined via video link by 

Digital Transformation Minister Mykhailo 
Fedorov, Uber CEO Dara Khosrowshahi and 
former national soccer team coach and 
player Andriy Shevchenko.

“Every action you take can change some-
one’s life. This is a war of extermination; we 
are not only defending our territories, cities 
and freedom, we are defending our right to 
exist,” Mr. Shevchenko said.

Mr. Kelly called Russia’s invasion “illegal 
and immoral.”

“When you look at the earth from space, 
some things are very clear. You do not see 
political borders from space. We are all 
connected,” he said.

One main venue highlight was the discus-

Ukrainian First Lady Olena Zelenska (right) and Metropolitan Archbishop Borys 
Gudziak (center) took part in a panel discussion at Ukraine House on the sidelines of 

the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, earlier in January. 

Ukraine House Davos

Ukrainian youth leader and delegate Roman Smolynets took part in the World 
Economic Forum in Switzerland in mid-January. 

Courtesy of Roman Smolynets

Blinken, congressmen, mayor join Chicago’s Ukrainian community during Unity Day commemorations

by Mark Raczkiewycz

CHICAGO – The Ukrainian American 
community in the U.S.’s third-largest city 
hosted the U.S. secretary of state, four 
members of Congress, the city’s mayor and 
two Washington-based analysts over the 
weekend of January 20-22 during a com-

memoration to mark Ukrainian Unity Day.
U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken 

visited first to meet with community lead-
ers in the Chicago neighborhood he called 
“Ukraine’s beating heart,” where he learned 
about the community’s efforts to support 
the war-battered country and Ukrainian 
refugees who recently resettled in the city.

His visit came one month before the first 
anniversary of Russia’s full-scale invasion 
of Ukraine last February.

“If that [Russia’s unprovoked war 
against Ukraine] is allowed to happen with 
impunity, it could start to happen in any 
place,” Mr. Blinken told NBC 5 in Chicago 
during his one-day visit.

The Illinois Division of the Ukrainian 
Congress Committee of America (UCCA) 
also organized an event devoted to the 1919 
Act of Unification. The event marked the 
day – on January 22, 1919 – when the 
Ukrainian National Republic and the 
Western Ukrainian National Republic unit-
ed into one independent Ukrainian state. 
Ukraine enjoyed a brief period of indepen-
dence in 1917-1921, but statehood couldn’t 
be preserved as the country was mostly 
subsumed by the Soviet Union and Poland.

In Chicago, one U.S. senator and three 
House representatives took part in the 
commemoration, as did Chicago Mayor 
Lori Lightfoot.

Paul Bandriwsky, vice president of the 
Illinois Division of the UCCA, said Russia’s 
current full-scale war on Ukraine marks 

“another Kremlin engineered genocide. … 
Moscow is bombing apartment buildings, 
shopping centers, railroad stations, mater-
nity wards, hospitals, the energy infrastruc-
ture in order to freeze the Ukrainians to 
death.”

Sen. Dick Durbin (D-Ill.), who once 
described himself as the senator “from the 
Ukrainian Village neighborhood in 

Chicago” during a meeting with Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, said 
Moscow “is trying to kill the dreams of 
Ukrainians to be a free country. … What’s at 
stake here is the honor of Ukraine.”

Rep. Raja Krishnamoorthi (D-Ill.), after 
watching a short film on the devastation 

(Continued on page 12)

U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken (right) was joined by Sen. Dick Durbin (D-Ill.) 
as the two men walked through the Ukrainian Village neighborhood of Chicago on 

January 21. 

Courtesy of Paul Bandriwsky

(Continued on page 8)

Paul Bandriwsky, vice president of the 
Illinois division of the Ukrainian Cong-
ress Committee of America, spoke at the 
Ukrainian Cultural Center in Chicago 
during an event to commemorate Unity 

Day in Ukraine on January 22. 

Mark Raczkiewycz

‘Ukraine will win and prevail’ in Russia’s invasion
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Western tanks a ‘vital part of recipe’ as Ukraine seeks to drive out Russian forces
by Todd Price and RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service

WASHINGTON – After weeks of intense pressure from 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) allies and Kyiv, 
Germany has agreed to donate Leopard 2 advanced battle 
tanks to Ukraine as the latter prepares for a spring offen-
sive against Russian forces.

Berlin has also given a green light to other NATO mem-
bers, such as Poland, to transfer Leopard 2 tanks to 
Ukraine.

The German decision comes as the United States pre-
pares to send 31 Abrams battle tanks to Ukraine, the 
equivalent of one battalion. Berlin had reportedly sought 
to tie any donation of Leopard 2s to U.S. approval for the 
transfer of Abrams.

Ukraine is reportedly preparing for a spring offensive 
that will incorporate hundreds of tanks alongside other 
armored fighting vehicles, artillery, infantry and aviation, 
an approach to warfare known as combined arms.

Tanks are “a vital part of the recipe,” retired U.S. Army 
Maj. John Spencer, chair of Urban Warfare Studies at the 
Madison Policy Forum, told RFE/RL. “They need a tank 
that will overmatch that majority of Russian tanks.”

Western tanks like the Leopard 2 and the Abrams are 
superior because they have better sight capabilities, 
enabling them to quickly find and target enemy armor, and 
better stabilization, allowing them to fire with accuracy 
while on the move, he said.

Experts say they are also safer than Russian models 

with tough blast doors separating the crew inside from the 
stored ammunition.

So far Germany, the United States and the United 
Kingdom have agreed to transfer about 60 tanks, but more 
announcements are expected in the coming days and 
weeks. Earlier this month, the United Kingdom said it 
would send 14 Challenger 2 battle tanks to Ukraine.

‘A really big ask’

Valeriy Zaluzhniy, the commander-in-chief of Ukraine’s 
armed forces, said in December that his country needs 300 
tanks, 600-700 armored fighting vehicles and 500 howit-
zers to push the Russians back, a number one former U.S. 
lieutenant general called “a really big ask.”

Ukraine would need at least 100-150 Western tanks for 
them to have a real impact on the battlefield, Mark 
Cancian, a military analyst at the Center for Strategic and 
International Studies (CSIS), told RFE/RL.

“Scale is important,” he said. While such a number of 
tanks is “not going to be a game changer, you’ll notice that 
their armed forces are more effective.”

Ukraine had about 850 tanks prior to the war and lost 
at least half of them, according to Oryx, a website that uses 
open-source tools to count destroyed battlefield equip-
ment.

The actual loss is likely much higher. Ukraine does not 
disclose its tank count, saying it is a state secret.

NATO countries from Eastern Europe have donated 
hundreds of Soviet-made tanks to Ukraine during the first 

   FOR THe ReCORd
U.S. announces steps to counter Wagner

 and degrade Russia’s war efforts
The following statement was released by the U.S. State 

Department on January 26. It was attributed to U.S. 
Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken.

The United States is sanctioning individuals and enti-
ties linked to Russia’s para-military Wagner Group and 
its head, Yevgeniy Prigozhin – including its key infra-
structure and associated front companies, its battlefield 
operations in Ukraine, producers of Russia’s weapons 
and those administering Russia-occupied areas of 
Ukraine. This action supports our goal to degrade 
Moscow’s capacity to wage war against Ukraine, to pro-
mote accountability for those responsible for Russia’s 
war of aggression and associated abuses, and to place 
further pressure on Russia’s defense sector.

In November 2022, the Department of State desig-
nated the Wagner Group pursuant to E.O. [Executive 
Order] 14024 for operating in the defense and related 
materiel sector of the Russian economy. It was previous-
ly designated by OFAC [the Office of Foreign Assets 
Control] in June 2017 under E.O. 13660 for being 
responsible for or complicit in, or having engaged in, 
directly or indirectly, actions or policies that threaten 
the peace, security, stability, sovereignty or territorial 
integrity of Ukraine.

Today, the U.S. Department of the Treasury’s Office of 
Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) is designating the 
Wagner Group as a significant transnational criminal 
organization pursuant to Executive Order (E.O.) 13581, 
as amended by E.O. 13863. The Wagner Group’s pattern 
of serious criminal behavior includes violent harass-
ment of journalists, aid workers and members of minor-
ity groups and harassment, obstruction, and intimida-
tion of U.N. peacekeepers in the Central African 
Republic (CAR), as well as rape and killings in Mali.

Concurrently, OFAC is designating Wagner pursuant 
to E.O. 13667 for being responsible for or complicit in, 
or having engaged in, the targeting of women, children 
or any civilians through the commission of acts of vio-
lence, or abduction, forced displacement, or attacks on 
schools, hospitals, religious sites, or locations where 
civilians are seeking refuge, or through conduct that 
would constitute a serious abuse or violation of human 
rights or a violation of international humanitarian law 
in relation to CAR.

Further, the Department of State is designating today 
five entities and one individual linked to the Wagner 
Group and [Mr.] Prigozhin. These designations target a 

range of Wagner’s key infrastructure – including an avi-
ation firm used by Wagner, a Wagner propaganda orga-
nization and Wagner front companies. OFAC is also des-
ignating persons and entities based in CAR, the People’s 
Republic of China, Luxembourg and the United Arab 
Emirates that are connected to Wagner’s operations 
around the world.

The department is also designating under E.O. 14024 
three individuals for their roles as heads of the Russian 
Federal Penitentiary Service, which has been reported 
to facilitate the recruitment of Russian prisoners into 
the Wagner Group. The Department is also designating 
a deputy prime minister who also serves as the minister 
of industry and trade and the chairman of the election 
commission of the Rostov region.

The department is further designating under E.O. 
14024 one individual and four entities associated with 
Russian Oligarch Vladimir Potanin, who was sanctioned 
pursuant to E.O. 14024 in December 2022.  Similarly, 
the department is designating Sergei Adonev, a finan-
cier of Russian President [Vladimir] Putin, alongside 
several associated entities and individuals. The depart-
ment is also identifying two yachts and one aircraft 
associated with Mr. Adonev as blocked property.

Additionally, the department is designating under 
E.O. 14024 Aktsionernoye Obshchestvo Dalnevosto-
chnyy TsentrSudostroyeniya i Sudoremonta (AO DTSSS) 
alongside eight subsidiaries. AO DTSSS and its subsid-
iaries are known for building and servicing Russia’s mil-
itary, including its Pacific Fleet.

Finally, the department is announcing steps to 
impose visa restrictions on 531 members of the Russian 
military for actions that threaten or violate the sover-
eignty, territorial integrity or political independence of 
Ukraine pursuant to Section 212(a)(3)(C) of the 
Immigration and Nationality Act.

These actions also advance [U.S.] President [Joe] 
Biden’s plan to promote accountability for conflict-relat-
ed sexual violence, which calls for federal agencies to 
leverage existing sanctions authorities to pursue its per-
petrators.

The United States is steadfast in our resolve against 
Russia’s aggression and other destabilizing behavior 
worldwide. Today’s designations will further impede 
the Kremlin’s ability to arm its war-machine that is 
engaged in a war of aggression against Ukraine, and 
which has caused unconscionable death and destruc-
tion.

11 months of the war, but their ability to supply such 
weapons is limited, making Western-made tanks the most 
obvious alternative.

Moreover, NATO has greater capacity to supply its own 
tanks with ammunition. NATO tanks use a 120-millimeter 
cannon that is readily produced in member states. The 
Soviet-era tanks use a 125-millimeter cannon and sourc-
ing ammunition for them could become difficult, experts 
said.

The German-made Leopard 2, first produced in 1979, is 
the main battle tank used in Europe while the Abrams, 
which followed a year later, is the stalwart of the U.S. force.

Leopard 2 tanks could be deployed in a shorter time 
than the Abrams, which require a longer training period. 
Mr. Spencer said Ukraine could be ready to use the 
Leopard 2 within weeks.

The International Institute for Strategic Studies estimat-
ed that there are more than 2,000 Leopard 2 tanks in 
Europe, including Turkey, making it easy for nations to 
pool together their resources to reach a critical level of 
support.

However, many of the Leopard 2 tanks are older models 
that have been in storage for years and likely require main-
tenance and upgrades prior to their potential deployment.

Meanwhile, U.S. officials said it will take months before 
the 31 Abrams reach Ukraine. The Biden administration 
had dragged its feet on sending Abrams on the grounds 
that its gas turbines burn jet fuel and thus would be tough-
er to use, maintain and supply compared with the 
Leopards.

Some experts have dismissed such concerns, saying 
Ukraine’s armed forces have shown their ability to adjust 
to new equipment.

The drawback of operating various Western tank mod-
els is that Ukraine will have to build out a supply chain for 
each one, complicating logistics.

Crucial for urban warfare

U.S. officials said the Western tanks will be a key com-
ponent in the battles expected on the open terrain in east-
ern Ukraine in the coming weeks and months. Russia is 
also believed to be preparing for an offensive in the spring.

Mr. Spencer said that battle tanks are also crucial in 
urban warfare as seen in the fierce battles for Ukrainian 
towns.

“The Ukrainians need tanks in order to move forward 
and retake territories, especially urban territories. That is 
the fight,” he said.

The tanks will operate alongside Western armored 
fighting vehicles.

The United States and its NATO allies earlier this month 
agreed to send hundreds of armored fighting vehicles, 
sometimes called “light tanks,” to Ukraine.

Fighting vehicles are mainly used to transport troops 
around the battlefield but some are capable of destroying 
tanks.

While the delivery of tanks is a major breakthrough, it is 
not the last weapon system Ukraine wants from the West.

Kyiv is still seeking Western jet fighters and long-range 
missiles. The United States has refused to send Ukraine 
ATACMS, precision missiles with a range of up to 300 kilo-
meters, over concerns it could be seen as an escalatory 
move by the Kremlin.

John Herbst, the former U.S. ambassador to Ukraine 
from 2003 to 2006, said long-range missiles are even 
more important than the Western tanks because of their 
ability to destroy Russian supply chains.

“As soon as Ukraine receives long-range missiles, 
Russian supply depots are toast,” said Mr. Herbst. “Russia 
will have to set up new ones further from the front. If the 
Russians don’t have equipment, they are not going to send 
troops into battle.”

Mr. Cancian from the CSIS said “the most important” 
thing for Ukraine is that military aid from the United 
States and its NATO allies continues at a high level.

“Looking long term that’s much more important than 
any particular item in the aid package. [Ukraine] cannot 
survive or win if the amount of aid goes down substantial-
ly or dries up,” Mr. Cancian said.

Copyright 2023, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted with the permis-
sion of Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut 
Ave. NW, Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see https://
www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-abrams-leopard-tanks-analy-
sis/32239651.html).
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Ukrainian Nieman Fellow Kozyreva discusses impressive track record in global investigative reporting projects
by Adrian Karmazyn

WASHINGTON – Russia’s full-scale war 
on Ukraine has impacted the country’s 
economy in numerous ways, including by 
precipitously diminishing the wealth of 
Ukraine’s notoriously rich oligarchs. Prior 
to 2022 many of them came to symbolize 
the worst manifestations of corruption and 
tax evasion in Ukraine.

To hide their ill-gotten gains, some oli-
garchs clandestinely channeled their money 
into assets in the West, a practice known as 
money laundering. Among the Ukrainian 
oligarchs who have drawn the attention of 
law enforcement and media for alleged 
money laundering is Ihor Kolomoisky.

Tanya Kozyreva, one of Ukraine’s leading 
investigative journalists and currently a 
Nieman Fellow at Harvard University, was a 
co-author – along with colleagues from 
BuzzFeed News and the International 
Consortium of Investigative Journalists 
(ICIJ) – of an extensive report published in 
2020 exposing the oligarch’s American 
“shopping spree.”

According to the article,  “Ihor 
Kolomoisky and associates purchased 22 
properties [in the U.S.] between 2006 and 
2015. … More than $490 million was 
siphoned from PrivatBank, a Ukrainian 
bank Kolomoisky owned, towards the pur-
chase of some of those properties, court 
records and interviews show.”

Ms. Kozyreva’s report was part of a proj-
ect known as the FinCEN Files that exam-
ined leaked documents from the U.S. 
Treasury Department’s Financial Crimes 
Enforcement Network.

That story implicated Deutsche Bank in 
the transfer of more than $750 million to 
Mr. Kolomoisky’s business interests in the 
United States. Unlike other oligarchs who 
were buying yachts or skyscrapers in New 
York City, Mr. Kolomoisky set his sights on 
office buildings and factories in the 
American heartland.

ICIJ describes the FinCEN Files project, 
which encompassed some two million doc-
uments and lasted two-and-half years, as “a 
cross-border investigation based on secret 
documents that exposes how banks and 
regulators have failed the public by allow-
ing dirty money to flow unchecked around 
the globe.”

In an interview for The Ukrainian 
Weekly, Ms. Kozyreva talked about her 
journalism career, the problem of corrup-
tion and the war in Ukraine.

A native of Vinnytsia, she moved to the 
Ukrainian capital about 20 years ago to 
pursue a degree at the Institute of 
Journalism at Taras Shevchenko National 
University of Kyiv.

In the early part of her career, she 
reported on culture, music and literature, 
eventually segueing into news writing and 
ultimately becoming an investigative 
reporter at NTN TV during the presidency 
of Viktor Yanukovych.

At the time, she said, “corruption was 
enormous and, also, censorship was enor-
mous.”

Ms. Kozyreva described it as a challeng-
ing environment, emphasizing that there 
were very few independent media compa-
nies. Plus, before the changes in govern-
ment transparency ushered in after Euro-
Maidan, “Ukraine didn’t have an open busi-
ness registry, didn’t have an open registry 
for public procurement,” therefore “to 
investigate something was a little bit prob-
lematic” and not as relatively easy as it is 
right now with access to court records and 
other data, she said.

Today “we have many more tools to use, 
but back [then] … it was investigative jour-
nalism that was coming from people, citi-
zens who were feeling injustice and they 
were coming to us with the stories, where 
they saw injustice or corruption or abuse of 
power,” she said.

In 2014, Ms. Kozyreva joined Hromad-
ske television, putting her investigative 
skills to good use on a show called Dorohi 
Deputaty (Dear Deputies), which focused 
on the work of members of the Ukrainian 
parliament. Two years later she was 
recruited by BuzzFeed News to write for an 
international audience.

“One of the reasons they hired me was 
for investigating [Mr.] Yanukovych’s people, 
[Mr.] Yanukovych’s corruption,” she said.

Donald Trump’s pursuit of the presiden-
cy was in full swing and there was great 
interest in his campaign manager, Paul 

Manafort, who “worked for 10 years for the 
corrupt Ukrainian president,” she said.

While continuing to write about the 
shady Ukraine-related activities of some of 
former U.S. President Trump’s other associ-
ates – among them, Michael Cohen, Rudy 
Giuliani, Lev Parnas and Igor Furman – Ms. 
Kozyreva became engaged in the FinCEN 
Files project, including co-authoring the 
story on Mr. Kolomoisky mentioned above 
– one of several articles produced by the 
ICIJ team.

The Pulitzer Prize board nominated 
BuzzFeed News and ICIJ as one of the 2021 
Finalists in International Reporting for what 
it characterized as “a massive reporting 
project that yielded sweeping revelations 
about the ongoing role of some of the 
world’s biggest banks in facilitating interna-
tional money laundering and the trafficking 
of goods and people, corruption that contin-
ues to frustrate regulators across the world.”

In recent years, Ms. Kozyreva has also 
written for Ukrainska Pravda and the 
Pandora Papers project. As Russia’s full-
scale war on Ukraine began, she covered 
the brutal, unprovoked conflict for The 
Telegraph, Sky News, the Pittsburgh Post-
Gazette and The New York Times.

As a current Nieman Fellow at Harvard 
University, she is attending classes at the 
school and focusing on U.S. regulatory short-
falls that allow criminals to use cryptocur-
rencies to conceal and launder billions of 
dollars, as well as the impact of these crimes.

This year there are 24 recipients of the 
prestigious Nieman Fellowship in journal-
ism – two of them, Ms. Kozyreva and Taras 
Prokopyshyn, are from Ukraine – while the 
others hail from the U.S. and several other 
countries.

Ms. Kozyreva is impressed that the non-

Ukrainian fellows have quite a good grasp 
of the situation in Ukraine and some of 
them have even reported from Ukraine 
during the war.

“I also have in my group people from 
Israel, and I think the idea of the war, a 
long-lasting war, is not new to them. They 
understand what it takes to live in a war 
zone and to be a journalist in a country that 
is in a war,” she said.

As for U.S. news media coverage of 
Russia’s invasion, Ms. Kozyreva expressed 
praise for one particular news network.

“When the war started, I had a chance to 
watch CNN from time-to-time and I think 
CNN did a really good job on the ground in 
Ukraine,” she said.

While she has no qualms about the qual-
ity of the coverage, she is concerned about 
the diminishing quantity of reporting from 
Ukraine.

Many observers of Ukraine’s reform 
agenda have noted a decrease in corruption 
and are hopeful that this trend will contin-
ue after the war, as oligarchs have lost a lot 
of power and influence, and as Ukraine is 
now officially a candidate for membership 
in the European Union.

But Ms. Kozyreva cautions that much 
work lies ahead in Ukraine’s battle with 
corruption.

“I think corruption is one of the biggest 
problems in Ukraine” she said. “It’s part of 
the business culture in Ukraine. People got 
used to conducting business in this way. … 
Every time that a company is trying to do 
business with the state, people are trying to 
find the interested party in the government 
who would take a bribe to facilitate the 
contract. For us journalists, it doesn’t take a 
lot of time to find the story of corruption 
[just by studying the contracts]. So, I don’t 
think it is an exaggerated topic. I think it is a 
real problem. And I think it is a huge chal-
lenge for the Ukrainian government to 
overcome this problem.”

Ms. Kozyreva emphasized that the sys-
tem of corruption in Ukraine is based on a 
complex web of relationships – the busi-
nessman bribing the official, law enforce-
ment officials ignoring the issue, or some 
entity like the National Anti-Corruption 
Bureau in Ukraine initiating an investigation 
but then a corrupt court neglecting the case.

The role of investigative journalists, such 
as the one played by Ms. Kozyreva in expos-
ing corruption, surely seems to be helping 
promote reform progress and create a 
stronger anti-corruption culture in Ukraine.

But, as Ms. Kozyreva’s reporting has 
demonstrated, it will be equally important 
for foreign banks and governments to not 
facilitate corruption by enabling money 
laundering abroad.

Tanya Kozyreva (left) pictured during a television news broadcast discussing 
Ukrainian oligarchs.

Courtesy of Tanya Kozyreva

on Eurasia, September 1, 2013); these calls 
increased in frequency and volume follow-
ing Putin’s Anschluss of Crimea in 2014. In 
response, ever-more Moscow commenta-
tors and officials denounced the idea, 
which ironically only attracted more atten-
tion to the issue (Window on Eurasia, 
September 15, 2014).

Between 2014 and Putin’s expanded 
invasion of Ukraine in February 2022, the 
issue continued to mushroom, with ever-
more Ukrainians supporting the region’s 
inclusion in Ukraine, ever-more Kuban resi-
dents backing that idea or even complete 
independence, and ever-more Russians 
expressing outrage about either possibility. 
The situation gained new prominence in 
2020 when a group of Verkhovna Rada 

(Ukrainian parliament) deputies formed a 
group calling for the return of the Kuban to 
Ukraine under the slogan “Kuban is Ukrai-
ne” (Nvo.ng.ru, March 27, 2020; Glavcom.ua, 
December 9, 2022). Their actions caused 
Russian commentators to respond with arti-
cles explaining “why Kuban is not Ukraine” 
(Apn.ru, September 30, 2022).

Since the invasion, however, Ukrainian 
talk about recovering the Kuban has only 
intensified, with ever-more deputies, and 
even some senior officials, calling for it. 
Perhaps most scandalously from Moscow’s 
point of view, Kirill Budanov, who heads 
Ukraine’s intelligence operations, now has 
a map on the wall behind his desk that 
shows Kuban as part of Ukraine – and the 
rest of what is now the Russian Federation 
divided up into smaller states (Ura.news, 
December 26, 2022). The display of such a 
map by a Ukrainian official would have 
been unthinkable a year ago, but now it is a 

reflection of resentment against Russia for 
invading Ukraine and a widespread view 
that Moscow, by questioning the legitimacy 
of the borders of other countries, has 
opened the door for discussions on the 
legitimacy of its own borders.

As for the people of the Kuban, some are 
indeed thinking about independence, but 
many favor becoming part of Ukraine, 
according to Dmitry Dorovskikh, an activist 
of the Crimson Wedge Group. He says that 
Kubantsy, a regional group that most 
Russians deny exists, up until recently, had 
hoped for autonomy and thus did not think 
about other alternatives (Apn.ru, February 
9, 2015). But Russia’s invasion of Ukraine 
has changed that (Apostrophe, November 8, 
2022). At the same time, although the 
Crimson Wedge activist does not mention 
this, many people in the Kuban have shown 
interest in the revival of a Cossack state, 
Cossackia (see Eurasia Daily Monitor, 

February 21, 2019).
Putin, of course, is unalterably opposed 

to all of this. He believes that Russia gave 
land to Ukraine, rather than, as history 
shows, Russia took land that should have 
been part of Ukraine from the beginning. 
But as ever more people are concluding, 
what Putin wants may not determine what 
happens next. As a result, the Kuban may 
soon pass from being an object of history to 
a subject of its own and go its own way, 
either toward independence or alternative-
ly become part of a larger Cossack state or 
Ukraine itself, any of which would make it 
truly “a wedge” – not only between Ukraine 
and Russia but also between the past and 
the future.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)

The Kuban...
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Despite a recent setback for the Armed Forces of Ukraine in Soledar, Russia and 
its tyrannical president, Vladimir Putin, are clearly losing their war on Ukraine. And, 
based on Putin’s orders to launch another barrage of missiles at Ukraine as retribu-
tion for the announcement by Western allies that they will supply crucial tanks and 
other heavy weapons to Kyiv, Putin knows he’s losing. At every seminal moment in 
the war, Putin threatened Ukraine’s Western allies with red lines that could not be 
crossed. And if they were, he warned, Russia would respond with tremendous force 
and ferocity.

Back in November 2021, Putin said that Russia would be forced to act if its “red 
lines” on Ukraine were crossed by the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). 
The red line at that time was the deployment by NATO on Ukrainian soil of certain 
offensive missile capabilities. He said Russia would respond with the use of hyper-
sonic missiles. The West supplied Ukraine with those capabilities. To our knowledge, 
only a handful of hypersonic missiles have been fired into Ukraine, and most military 
analysts agree that Putin simply doesn’t have the arsenal or money to use hyperson-
ic missiles in a meaningful way.

In September 2022, Putin unilaterally declared that Russia had annexed the 
Luhansk, Donetsk, Zaporizhia and Kherson regions of Ukraine, and he warned the 
West that any attack on Russian territory could trigger a nuclear response. “I want 
the authorities in Kyiv and their real overlords in the West to hear me: The residents 
of Donetsk, Luhansk, Zaporizhia and Kherson are becoming our citizens,” Putin said 
at the time. “Forever.” The problem at the time was that his forces never controlled 
all of that territory, and so his red line didn’t make much sense. Nevertheless, there 
was no nuclear response.

Putin has also warned the West that if it supplies Ukraine with howitzers, 
HIMARS light multiple rocket launchers, Patriot surface-to-air missile systems and 
other critical military systems, Russia reserved the right to target those weapons. 
And throughout the past year, Putin repeatedly warned that if the West got further 
involved in the war in Ukraine and if the Kremlin felt Russia’s security was at stake, it 
reserved the right to use nuclear weapons. More Western weapons are now flowing 
into Ukraine and, in several instances, explosions occurred on Russian soil, yet the 
best Russia can do is fire missiles at civilian targets in Ukraine.

Most recently, following the announcement that Ukraine would get 14 Challenger 
2 tanks from Britain, 14 Leopard 2 tanks from Germany and 31 highly advanced 
Abrams tanks from the U.S., Putin responded by launching a barrage of cruise mis-
siles into Ukraine that killed at least 11 people. Ukrainian defense forces knocked 
out 47 of the total 55 air- and sea-based missiles that were fired from the Black Sea 
region, according to Ukrainian officials. But it was clear based on the timing of the 
attacks that Putin was lashing out because of the news that the West was doing 
more to provide Ukraine with the tanks it had long wanted. It is high time that the 
West recognize that this is the very best Putin can do. He can lash out with cruise 
missiles and he can keep throwing his young men to their deaths in eastern Ukraine, 
but he simply does not have the capability to win this war. The West must stop 
thinking of Putin and Russia as the mythological great bear, when instead Putin has 
made clear by his actions that a more apt comparison would be with the boy who 
cried wolf.

The Ukrainian Weekly

Seventy-four years ago, on January 31, 1949, The Ukrainian 
Weekly reported on the arrival of over 100 displaced persons 
from Ukraine to Maryland. Many of the newly arrived immi-
grants worked on farms around the Baltimore area, and the 
story covered their first steps in America.

“The moving spirit behind it all,” the article noted, “however, is 
the United Ukrainian American Relief Committee [UUARC], and its driving force is Dr. 
Walter Gallan, executive director of the organization, whom the Maryland farmers have 
publicly praised for his initiative and efforts in arranging together with them and 
Maryland authorities to bring these Ukrainian displaced persons to work on the Maryland 
farms, with more to come, 39 are to arrive tomorrow, February 1, on the Marine Shark, 
which will dock at New York. Together with them there will be 80 other Ukrainians 
aboard the ship, but destined for other parts of the country. All of them are arriving under 
the auspices of the UUARC.”

The first Ukrainian arrivals in Maryland, the article explained, included 44 individuals 
from 21 families, who first arrived from Bremen, Germany, via ship in Boston on January 
17, where they were greeted by Massachusetts Gov. Paul A. Dever, as well as representatives 
of UUARC. As the ship docked at Commonwealth Pier, the 365th Army Band from Murphy 
General Hospital in Waltham, Mass., welcomed the refugees by playing the Star-Spangled 
Banner, and the men on the ship removed their hats in honor of their adopted home.

“I welcome you to the land where hate shall die and where every man is judged on his 
own merits and rewarded for his own labors,” Mr. Dever said.

The second batch of arrivals, 84 of them, arrived on January 20, 1949, on the SS. Marine 
Marlin, which travelled from Hamburg, Germany, to New York.

The initiative of the work program for the displaced persons was coordinated by the 
Maryland state and county authorities and the UUARC.

While on the train ride with the Ukrainians from Boston to Maryland, Jacob Hay of the 
Baltimore Evening Sun wrote of their excitement: “How they sang! It was like something 
out of a badly scripted movie. It was too corny to be true. But it was real and these people 
singing out of pure happiness. Deep rolling choruses – ‘this we call in Ukraine a cavalry 

Jan. 
31
1949

Turning the pages back...

by Hlib Parfonov
Eurasia Daily Monitor

While some analysis has covered 
Ukrainian church life, a Western layman 
might think that religious persecutions are 
actively taking place in Ukraine. Moreover, 
such rhetoric can be heard from Western 
sources and other media with anti-Ukraini-
an undertones (YouTube, December 22, 
2022). In retrospect, the current actions of 
the Ukrainian authorities, in which people 
who were simultaneously in the occupied 
territories and had influence in both the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church and their local 
parishes have been deprived of citizenship, 
are belated. These measures are merely an 
element of solving the problem of Russian 
agents working to undermine Ukraine (Nv.
ua, January 7).

The Donetsk and Mariupol dioceses of 
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the 
Moscow Patriarchate (UOC-MP) and the 
worldview of their ministers provide 
answers to the question of where the “Rus-
sian Spring” came from in the minds of the 
“defenders of Donbas.” And religious 
mythology is an integral part of the propa-
ganda regarding “the unconquered land of 
mighty miners whom no one put on their 
knees.”

Until the full-scale war, the Donetsk dio-
cese had, within the territory controlled by 
Ukraine, included Volnovakha, Mariupol, 
Vuhledar, Manhush, Svyatogorsk, Mariinka 
and Avdeevka. And within the territory 
occupied by the so-called Donetsk “peo-
ple’s republic” (“DPR”), the diocese encom-
passed Donetsk, Makiivka, Yasinovataya, 
Amvrosiivka, Starobesheve, Snezhnoye and 
Khartsyzk. The head of the Donetsk diocese 
is Metropolitan Hilarion (Shukalo). 
Conflicting rumors abound about the true 
nature of his participation in the Donetsk 
separatism. Some militants complained 
(Vgorode.ua, September 30, 2014) that the 
metropolitan had in fact denied them food 
and does not allow his priests in the occu-
pied territories to support the actions of 
the Russian Orthodox Church (ROC) 
(Novorossia.org, September 2, 2014).

Even so, in practice, almost the entire 
clergy of the diocese supports the “DPR” in 
its “fight against Ukrainian fascism.” This 
could reveal that, canonically, the priests of 
the diocese are no longer strictly subordi-
nate to their ruling bishop and are, instead, 
following the orders of the Moscow church’s 
leadership. Yet, neither Metro politan 
Hilarion of Donetsk nor Metropolitan 
Onufriy of Kyiv will be able to justify them-
selves in the future due to the seemingly 
tacit re-subordination of their clergy to the 
ROC, as they themselves insisted that the 
statute of the ROC include the phrase “the 
leading center of the UOC[-MP] is located in 
Kyiv” (Kyiv Post, December 12).

On July 5, 2014, Donetsk fell under the 
de facto control of the “DPR” after the entry 
of Igor Girkin’s militants into the city, who 
had just retreated from Slavyansk. From 
that moment on, the clergy of the Donetsk 
diocese were more than happy to serve the 
separatists.

On July 19, 2014, in the Donetsk Church 
of the Holy Great Martyr Barbara, banners 
were sanctified “with the image of the 
Savior Not Made by Hands for the army of 
New Russia” (Religion.in.ua, July 23, 2014). 
Furthermore, few in the Donetsk diocese 
shunned humanitarian aid from Russia. 
Bishop Varsonofy of Novoazovsk, rector of 
the Church of St. Agapit of Pechersk in 
Donetsk, who led such efforts, did not hide 
his support for the separatists (Oleg-tsarev.
livejournal.com, September 29, 2014). At 
one time, Mr. Girkin himself, as a leader of 

the “Novorossiya project,” applauded 
Bishop Varsonofy directly as the contact for 
collecting humanitarian aid from Russian 
extremist organizations (Od.novorossia.
livejournal.com, February 25, 2015). In 
Amvrosiivka, the armed forces of the “DPR,” 
together with the “Not a Step Back” aid 
fund and the Yaroslavl Association of the 
Heroes of Russia, as part of the humanitari-
an program, brought bells to the local 
church of St. Ambrose of Milan (led by 
Yevgeny Podgorny).

A few years ago, in the UOC-MP, Cossack 
paramilitary units were hastily created in 
every diocese and in almost every church 
(see Eurasia Daily Monitor, April 16, 2020). 
Allegedly, these units are created on a cen-
tralized basis from the Kyiv Metropolis, the 
legal leading center of the UOC-MP. And the 
alleged official goal of these forces is to pro-
tect the temples of the canonical church 
from seizure by the unbridled “right-wing-
ers” and schismatics.

In the Zaporizhia diocese of the UOC-MP, 
Metropolitan Luka (Kovalenko) has been 
primarily responsible for this issue since 
March 2013. On April 28, 2021, on the 
Telegram channel of the Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic Church and in kindling the fighting 
in Donbas, called Catholicism a religion of 
hatred and bloodshed (Religionpravda.com.
ua, April 28, 2021). And on March 15, 2022, 
he declared on his Telegram channel that 
Ukrainians deserved the Russian bombings 
because they tolerate gay parades in Kyiv, 
and, therefore, Ukrainians are against God 
(T.me/Lekarzp, March 15, 2022).

Earlier, in 2017, Metropolitan Luka had 
visited Serbia with a group of pilgrims. 
According to an investigation conducted by 
Radio Svoboda, “the embassy village 
Svetosavskaya (Novi Sad)” was organized 
in Serbia in 2011 “by order of the ataman 
of the military Cossack society ‘Central 
Cossack Host,’ Valery Nalimov” (Svoboda, 
October 4, 2016). Indeed, representatives 
from the Central Cossack Host had visited 
Donbas in 2016, most likely to join the 
fighting there (Stopterror.in.ua, December 
12, 2016). In this region, plenty of Cossack 
organizations were already members of the 
union “Cossacks of Zaporizhia.”

Furthermore, the Novoross.info website 
was quite complimentary regarding the 
appointment of Metropolitan Luka to the 
post of chairman of the Synodal Depart-
ment for the Guardianship of the Cossacks, 
also mentioning the cooperation of the 
hierarch with the Union of Cossacks of 
Ukraine’s “Zaporizhia Host” (Novoross.info, 
March 15, 2013). This organization is 
strongly pro-Russian and is almost fully 
integrated into the overall structure of the 
Russian Cossacks (Novoross.info, January 
27, 2013). The former chieftain of this 
organization, Alexander Panchenko, in 
2009, together with Metropolitan Luka’s 
predecessor, as part of a Ukrainian delega-
tion, attended the elections of the Patriarch 
of Moscow in Russia (Obozrevatel, January 
19, 2009). And in January 2014, Mr. Pan-
chenko led the breakup of the local Euro-
Maidan protests in Zaporizhia, for which he 
was later planted in a trash can by pro-
Ukrainian activists (Fakty.ua, September 
29, 2014).

Thus, due to these convoluted ties, the 
authorities in Kyiv have continued to take 
seemingly discriminatory measures against 
the ROC. However, ultimately, these actions 
are necessary to quell the ROC’s hold on 
parts of Ukraine.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

Kyiv quells Russian Orthodox 
Church’s influence within UkraineThe boy who cried wolf
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The following is an edited excerpt from 
the introductory pages of “Enemy Archives: 
Soviet Counterinsurgency Operations and 
the Ukrainian Nationalist Movement: 
Selections from the Secret Police Archives,” 
Montreal and Kingston, Ontario: McGill-
Queen’s University Press, 2023. The book 
was co-edited by Prof. Lubomyr Luciuk and 
Dr. Volodymyr Viatrovych, both of whom 
have been distinguished with Ukraine’s 
Cross of Ivan Mazepa. The book can be pre-
ordered on Amazon.

by Lubomyr Luciuk and  
Volodymyr Viatrovych

Over a decade ago, my colleague, 
Volodymyr Viatrovych, then serving as 
director of the Ukrainian Institute for 
National Memory in Kyiv, laid out a series 
of questions addressing what we believed 
were the most critical issues associated 
with academic and public debates over the 
“words and deeds” of the Ukrainian nation-
alist movement before, during and in the 
aftermath of World War II. For reasons that 
need not be detailed here, the ensuing proj-
ect took many years to complete, a frustrat-
ing delay that, nevertheless, if quite unex-
pectedly, proved beneficial – for who could 
have foreseen that on February 24, 2022, 
Russian President Vladimir Putin would 
launch the armed forces of the Russian 
Federation against Ukraine?

The genocidal agenda of his legions, 
seeking the erasure of Ukraine and 
Ukrainians, was justified as being neces-
sary to ensure the country’s “de-Nazifica-
tion,” meaning the elimination of “extreme 

nationalists,” whom he specifically referred 
to as Banderivtsi, members of the 
Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists 
(OUN) headed by Stepan Bandera.

While Soviet-era propaganda routinely 
portrayed members of this Ukrainian 
nationalist movement as war criminals, 
Nazi collaborators, fascists and so on, a 
trope regurgitated regularly by the Russian 
Federation from the collapse of the Soviet 
Union in 1991 to the present, we certainly 
did not anticipate this overworked disinfor-
mation being deployed as an excuse for 
starting a large-scale war in 21st century 
Europe.

It now appears as if Putin and his con-
federates actually believe the ahistorical 
notion that Ukrainians are really Russians, 
coaxed away from some supposedly pri-
mordial “Russian world” by the menda-
cious machinations of proselytizing 
Ukrainian nationalists, allegedly carried out 
at the behest and in the interests of the 
West. Putin’s adherence to this delusional 
notion, and the consequences of Russia’s 
war of aggression, have created a world in 
which the rules-based international order 
has been destabilized and the geopolitical 
architecture of the post-Cold War era irre-
vocably undermined.

Worse, from the Ukrainian perspective, 
is how their country’s infrastructure has 
suffered catastrophic damage, with mil-
lions of people forcibly displaced, even as 
undeniable evidence of ethnic cleansing, 
war crimes and crimes against humanity 
perpetrated by the Russian invaders 
exposed their unconscionable goals. Yet, if 

there can be any hopeful outcome from the 
horrors of this war, it lies in the fact that not 
only were Putin’s troops not welcomed but, 
quite dramatically, their incursion has been 
bluntly thwarted by a united Ukrainian 
nation, one whose tenacious defiance and 
resistance to Russian imperialism put a lie 
to the fiction that Ukrainians and Russians 
are the same people.

Careful historians always knew that to 

be true but the general public, and particu-
larly elites in the art world, having been 
inundated with centuries of messaging 
about a supposedly “Great Russian” culture, 
scarcely bothered to consider those differ-
ences or how they had been systematically 
obfuscated by the settler colonial regime 
imposed by Russia in Ukraine. Now, given 
the outrages perpetrated by the invasion of 
Ukraine, the world much better under-
stands that Ukrainians never were, are not 
now, and never will be Russians, no matter 
what mother tongue they speak, their faith 
or heritage, or where they might live in 
Ukraine.

What is also evident, as we have demon-
strated in our book, is just how much the 
worldview of the Ukrainian nationalists of 
the mid-20th century inspired many of 
those engaged in a “just war,” defending 
their shared Ukrainian motherland. 
Tellingly, this struggle is being waged 
against a modern-day variant of the very 
same foe the men and women of the OUN 
and of the Ukrainian Insurgent Army (UPA) 
challenged, decades ago. We never could 
have predicted just how much contempo-
rary salience our book would acquire, iron-
ically because of the geopolitical fantasies 
of the KGB man in the Kremlin.

Lubomyr Luciuk is a professor of politi-
cal geography at the Royal Military 
College of Canada and a fellow of the chair 
of Ukrainian Studies at the University of 
Toronto, and Volodymyr Viatrovych is a 
member of the Ukrainian parliament, a 
historian and civic activist.

Geopolitical fantasies of the KGB man in the Kremlin
 COMMENTARY

“Enemy Archives: Soviet Counterin-
surgency Operations and the Ukrainian 
Nationalist Movement: Selections from 
the Secret Police Archives” was co-edited 
by Prof. Lubomyr Luciuk and Dr. 

Volodymyr Viatrovych.

Courtesy of Lubomyr Luciuk

Mr. Scholz said the decision, approved on 
January 25, was “the right principle” in the 
face of Russia’s unprovoked invasion of its 
neighbor. German Defense Minister Boris 
Pistorius added that the first Leopard tanks 
could be in Ukraine within three months.

Later, Messrs. Biden and Scholz held a 
joint call with French President Emmanuel 
Macron, British Prime Minister Rishi 
Sunak and Italian Prime Minister Giorgia 
Meloni during which they reportedly 
agreed on the need for ongoing military 
support for Ukraine and close transatlan-
tic coordination.

Mr. Zelenskyy quickly welcomed the 
White House move as a “powerful decision” 
and “an important step on the path to victo-
ry.”

“Today the free world is united as never 
before for a common goal – [the] liberation 
of [Ukraine]. We’re moving forward,” he 
said.

According to the German government, 
Berlin’s goal is to quickly establish two bat-
talions with Leopard 2 tanks for Ukraine, 
adding that it would, in the first stage, pro-
vide 14 tanks from its military stocks.

Mr. Scholz said Western allies would 
keep supporting Ukraine, but also warned 
that decisions must be made with an eye on 
whether they could further inflame the 
conflict, which is now in its 12th month.

“We must always make it clear in every-
thing we do that we are doing what is nec-
essary and possible to support Ukraine, but 
that at the same time we are preventing the 
war from escalating into a war between 
Russia and NATO,” Mr. Scholz told the 
Bundestag, Germany’s lower house of par-

liament.
Mr. Zelenskyy also thanked Mr. Scholz 

for Germany’s “important and timely deci-
sions,” saying they were a “green light for 
partners to supply similar weapons.”

Kyiv hopes the move will alter the bal-
ance on the battlefield as Russia continues 
to pile massive pressure on Ukrainian 
defenders in the eastern part of the coun-
try, where Ukraine on January 25 con-
firmed that it had completely withdrawn 
from the strategic town of Soledar.

“The first tank step has been taken,” said 
Andriy Yermak, the head of Ukraine’s presi-
dential administration, adding that he 
hoped the move will be the start of a “tank 
coalition” to address Kyiv’s needs.

Norwegian Defense Minister Bjoern 
Arild Gram said after the German announ-
cement that Norway would also send tanks 
to Ukraine but did not specify how many.

Poland, Spain, Finland, the Netherlands 
and Norway are some of the other 
European countries expected to follow suit 
and supply some of their Leopard tanks to 
Ukraine.

“Spain is ready ... to deal with our allies in 
any way necessary, whether that means 
sending Leopards, training in the use of 
Leopards or help in their maintenance and 
upkeep,” Defense Minister Margarita Robles 
said, without providing further details.

Pal Jonson, the defense minister of 
Sweden, whose NATO entry is being held 
up by Turkey, told the AFP news agency 
that his country does not “exclude” sending 
Leopard 2s to Ukraine.

Germany’s announcement was met 
swiftly with support from the West, and 
derision from Moscow.

The British prime minister, who has 
already announced plans to send 14 
Challenger 2 tanks to Ukraine, welcomed 

Germany’s decision to further “strengthen 
Ukraine’s defensive firepower.”

“Together, we are accelerating our 
efforts to ensure Ukraine wins this war and 
secures a lasting peace,” Mr. Sunak said on 
Twitter.

He later added that the West needed to 
“intensify” its support for Ukraine.

Mr. Stoltenberg “strongly” welcomed 
Germany’s decision, saying it can help Kyiv 
defeat Russia’s invading forces.

“At a critical moment in Russia’s war, 
these can help Ukraine to defend itself, win 
& prevail as an independent nation,” Mr. 
Stoltenberg, the NATO secretary general, 
wrote on Twitter.

Russia, however, was angered by the 
decision and its ambassador to Germany, 
Sergei Nechayev, called it “extremely dan-
gerous.” He accused Berlin of being 
“inclined to permanent escalation” of the 
conflict.

“This extremely dangerous decision 
moves the conflict to a new level of the 
standoff and contradicts German politi-
cians’ statements about Germany’s unwill-
ingness to get involved in it,” he said, adding 
that “Germany, like its close allies, is not 
interested in a diplomatic resolution of the 
Ukrainian crisis, and is inclined to its per-
manent escalation and limitless pumping-
up of the Kyiv regime with more deadly 
weapons.”

In Moscow, Kremlin spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov said the West’s policy decisions, 
including sending the tanks, were creating 
a “very, very tense” security situation in 
Europe and for the world as a whole.

The BBC quoted Russian Ambassador to 
Washington Anatoly Antonov as calling the 
supply of M1 Abrams tanks to Ukraine a 
“blatant provocation against the Russian 
Federation.”

He accused the United States of seeking 
to “inflict a strategic defeat on us.”

In an apparent battlefield setback, 
Ukrainian forces on January 25 acknowl-
edged that they had completed the with-
drawal from the strategic town of Soledar 
in Donetsk after weeks of intense fighting 
with Russian forces.

The Reuters and AFP news agencies 
quoted a Ukrainian military spokesman as 
saying that the move saw soldiers move 
back to predesignated positions.

“After months of heavy fighting, includ-
ing over the past weeks, the armed forces 
of Ukraine left [Soledar] and retreated 
along the outskirts to preprepared posi-
tions,” AFP quoted Ukrainian military 
spokesman Serhiy Cherevatiy as saying.

Russia earlier this month claimed to 
have established control over the salt-min-
ing town with a prewar population of 
around 10,000. Soledar is located some 20 
kilometers from the strategic city of 
Bakhmut, where pitched battles have been 
under way for months without either side 
prevailing.

Earlier on January 25, the Ukrainian mil-
itary said that, despite suffering “numerous 
losses,” Russian troops kept up their offen-
sive in the Donetsk and Luhansk regions, 
with attacks directed mainly on Bakhmut 
and Avdiyivka in Donetsk, where heavy 
fighting has been under way for months.

(With reporting by RFE/RL’s Ukrainian 
Service, Reuters, AFP, Politico, CNN and the 
BBC)

Copyright 2023, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-tanks-ger-
many-us/32238622.html).

(Continued from page 1)

U.S., Germany...
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that Russia’s war has brought to Ukraine 
since it first invaded the country in 2014, 
said the Ukrainian American community 
“represents the best of America.”

Rep. Danny Davis (D-Ill.), a long-time 
member of Congress, quoted Jamaican-
American writer Claude McKay as he drew 
parallels between the black liberation 
movement and Ukraine’s centuries long 
struggle for independence.

“Ukrainians are the vanguard for democ-
racy, for independence, and for freedom,” 
he said. “Freedom is important. Liberation 
is important. So, I’m pleased to be here 
with you.”

Mr. Davis praised Mr. Zelenskyy’s war-
time leadership and the way he “speaks for 
the people, by the people” without putting 
on airs.

“So, I love him to death,” Mr. Davis said. 
“He is a common man.”

In her remarks, Ms. Lightfoot also dis-
cussed Ukraine’s fight for freedom.

“This is a terrible time, but the Ukrainian 
people are showing us a way in which we 

must love freedom [and] fight for it every 
single day,” she said, adding that Ukrainians 
are fighting for “that which we take for 
granted.”

Ms. Lightfoot also said the next time she 
wants to see Kremlin autocrat Vladimir Putin 
“is at a war crimes tribunal at The Hague.”

Cautioning against U.S. isolationism, U.S. 
Rep. Mike Quigley (D-Ill.) said “now is the 
time to redouble efforts” to continue pro-
viding assistance to Ukraine.

Alexander Vindman, one of two keynote 
speakers during the Unity Day celebration, 
spoke about Ukraine’s history and the con-
stant desire of its people to be independent.

Mr. Vindman, a retired lieutenant colonel 
and former director of European affairs at 
the National Security Council, said the act 
of unity proclamation in 1919 “planted the 
seeds of what we witnessed – a strong 
independence drive in 1991.”

Regarding the coming year in Ukraine, 
Mr. Vindman said it will be “difficult.” 

“Ukraine has been heroic in the defense 
of their homes,” Mr. Vindman said.

He noted that Ukraine has “withstood” 
the world’s “second largest military,” but he 
emphasized that heroism “won’t be enough 
without continued Western support.”

The U.S. and other countries “are slowly 
moving toward equipping Ukraine with 
what it needs to be victorious,” he said.

An announcement of additional help 
was made on January 26, on Mr. Zelens-
kyy’s 45th birthday, when Washington said 
it would supply Ukraine with a battalion of 
the latest generation Abrams battle tanks. 
The U.S. said it would send 31 tanks worth 
some $400 million. A coalition of a dozen 
countries is also pledging nearly 100 of 
Germany’s state-of-the art Leopard battle 
tanks as well.

Britain preceded its Western counter-
parts by first announcing the supply of 14 of 
its Challenger 2 battle tanks in mid-January.

Still, “Ukraine needs quite a bit of help,” 
Mr. Vindman said.

Ukraine “is in an existential struggle,” 
noted Janusz Bugajski, a senior fellow at the 
Washington-based Jamestown Founda tion.

Mr. Bugajski, the second keynote speak-
er, said he “is convinced Ukraine will win 
and prevail. … You either defeat Ukraine, or 
you fail.”

 “Without Ukraine, Russia’s imperialist 
ambitions are weakened,” he said, adding 
that Putin’s “war is accelerating Russia’s 
collapse.”

(Continued from page 3)

Blinken...

Former Lt. Col. and the former director of European Affairs for the U.S. National 
Security Council Alexander Vindman delivers a speech at the Ukrainian Cultural 
Center in Chicago on January 22 during an event to commemorate Unity Day in 

Ukraine.

Mark Raczkiewycz

Chicago Mayor Lori Lightfoot said “the 
Ukrainian people are showing us a way 
in which we must love freedom, [and] 

fight for it every single day.”

U.S. Rep. Danny Davis (D-Ill.) said 
“Ukrainians are the vanguard for 
democracy, for independence and for 

freedom.” 

U.S. Sen. Dick Durbin (D-Ill.) said 
Moscow “is trying to kill the dreams of 

Ukrainians to be a free country.” 
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mally efficient support for the army.”
The long corridor running through the 

headquarters leads to several storage 
rooms with military and humanitarian sup-
plies, a drone-production workshop, a 
room for weaving protective nets and a 
large sewing room where volunteers 
design military uniforms for women.

Almost all of this goes to the military, 
primarily to female personnel, Ms. 
Kharchenko said.

With about 50,000 servicewomen – 
including some 5,000 on the front lines, 
according to Deputy Minister of Defense 
Hanna Malyar – the Ukrainian military is 
one of the most feminized armed forces in 
Europe.

‘A job called defending  
the fatherland’

More than 370 miles east of Kyiv, in the 
village of Yatskivka in the Donetsk region – 
part of the Donbas – Lt. Lyubov Plaksyuk 
was getting ready for another battle.

Ms. Plaksyuk – the first woman to head 
an artillery unit of the Ukrainian Army – 
has been fighting in the war since the 
morning of February 24, when her unit 
came under what she described as “non-
stop total shelling” from the Russian side in 
the first hours of the full-scale invasion.

During a cigarette break from the paper-
work to prepare to take her artillery unit 
back to the front line, Ms. Plaksyuk told 
RFE/RL that the situation around 
Kreminna – a key logistical hub that 
Ukrainians have been trying to recapture 
since their successful counteroffensive in 
the neighboring Kharkiv region – is “under 
control but quite difficult.”

“It is hard to fight against an opponent 
who is superior both in numbers and arma-
ments and does not care what he shoots at,” 
she said by telephone.

Ms. Plaksyuk, who took part in the liber-
ation of Lyman, a key Donetsk region rail-
way hub, and other settlements this 
autumn, is now responsible for artillery 
reconnaissance.

“We send out little birds that fly a little 
farther than we can see, look for those who 
need a little present, and we destroy the 
enemies,” she said with a laugh, describing 
her everyday work with drones and artil-
lery.

Ms. Plaksyuk was in her 20s when she 
left a career as a history teacher more than 
seven years ago, after the school she 
worked in was closed, and decided to pur-

sue her “dream” of joining the military.
“There is a job called defending the 

fatherland, and this is what I do now,” she 
said.

Ms. Plaksyuk is one of only two women 
in her unit. Her gender “does not play a 
role,” she said, adding that her male subor-
dinates “fully respect” her because of her 
professionalism.

“I am where I am because I strove for it,” 
she said.

‘Life had not prepared me for it’

More than 680 miles to the west, in the 
town of Ustyluh on Ukraine’s border with 
Poland, 26-year-old border guard Alina 
Panina carries out customs checks with the 
help of a spaniel sniffer dog.

Ms. Panina has always been interested in 
working with dogs and had wanted a 
career in uniform since childhood, she told 
RFE/RL, but – unlike Ms. Plaksyuk – she 
never expected to find herself in the epicen-
ter of the war.

“Life had not prepared me for what was 
about happen,” she said.

When Russia launched the full-scale 
invasion in February, she was in Mariupol, 
an Azov Sea city in the Donbas that had 
long been a target for Russia, working at 
the port checking cargo for contraband.

Shortly after the first Russian missiles 
hit Mariupol, she was ordered to join forces 
defending the city’s smaller steel plant, 
known as Azovmash, and then moved on to 
the besieged Azovstal steelworks. As the 
Russian troops were leveling the last 
stronghold of Ukrainian resistance, she was 
supporting Ukrainian fighters, cooking for 
them, and caring for the wounded along 
with other women.

“They said the sight of us gave them 
hope,” she recalled.

In mid-May, Ms. Panina was among hun-
dreds of Ukrainian soldiers who surren-
dered to an uncertain fate after weeks 
spent hiding in bunkers and tunnels at 
Azovstal. She was then held captive for four 
and a half months in the notorious Russian-
controlled Olenivka prison in Donetsk, 
where dozens of captives were killed in a 
deadly strike in July.

There, she lived in “inhuman” conditions 
with 28 other women in a cell designed for 
four. But the hardest part was “being cut off 
from the outside world,” she said.

Ms. Panina was released with more than 
100 Ukrainian women in a large prisoner 
swap in October. After many days of a 
blindfolded journey through Russian terri-
tory and Crimea, she arrived home. Her 
husband, also a soldier, with whom she 
lived in Mariupol, remains in Russian cap-
tivity.

“I have become tougher and stronger 
than I ever thought possible,” Ms. Panina 
said. “But I learned that men cry, too, when 
they watch their comrades die every day.”

After a short period of rest and rehabili-

tation, she said, she decided to return to 
military service to do “whatever I can to 
bring victory closer.”

Painful path

Back in the Ukrainian Women Veteran 
Movement headquarters in Kyiv, two sol-
diers – a man and a woman nicknamed 
Monk and Bambi – arrived from the war 
zone to collect supplies.

Among other things, they received New 
Year’s gifts for female soldiers donated by a 
partner organization – items that included 
painkillers, medicines, frostbite creams, 
wet tissues, condoms and bandages. Ms. 
Kharchenko added a hand-knit female sol-
dier doll to each bag.

“Ukraine is moving forward at a super-
fast pace. We have proven that we could 
withstand the Russian invasion, but all this 
is not enough to ensure our imminent vic-
tory,” Ms. Priymak said, sitting back in an 
armchair in the middle of the bustling 
office.

Now a manager at an organization with 
some 500 members, Ms. Priymak was 21 
years old when Russia stoked tensions that 
started the war in the Donbas in 2014, after 
the Euromaidan protests that pushed 
Moscow-friendly President Viktor Yanuko-
vuych from power.

Back then she enlisted with a volunteer 
medical battalion and spent 11 months 
serving as a paramedic on the front line.

“Age and gender play no role in the moti-
vation to fight,” she said. “After Euromaidan 
my social circle strongly felt that if we don’t 
take up the fight, we will lose the right to 
freedom of conscience, to self-identification 
and to shape the place we live in.”

But the reality was that when the 
Donbas war broke out, the Ukrainian Army 
– which was haunted by corruption, a lack 
of basic supplies and many other problems 
– was often openly hostile to women, she 
said.

“We kept on hearing phrases like, ‘War is 
not a place for women,’ ‘You’d better stay at 
home with children,’ or, ‘When a woman 
dies, everybody’s morale is lost’ all the 
time,” she recalled.

Until 2018, Ukrainian legislation did not 
allow women to be assigned to combat posi-
tions, said sociologist Anna Kvit, who has 
been researching Ukrainian female soldiers 
since 2015 along with colleagues from the 
Invisible Battalion advocacy project.

As a result, she told RFE/RL, the volun-
teer fighters were enlisted as cooks, clean-
ers or accountants, even if they were taking 
part in hostilities as snipers, grenade 
launcher operators, reconnaissance sol-
diers or artillerists.

This legal discrimination, Ms. Kvit said, 
deprived most women who served in the 
war in the Donbas of access to social or mil-
itary benefits, military awards and career 
opportunities in the armed forces.

Now, with the legal discrimination gone 

mainly due to advocacy and pressure from 
civil society, multiple problems remain, and 
new ones have emerged.

That the Ukrainian military began issu-
ing uniforms for women after almost nine 
years of war is “a sign of progress,” but it 
also shows that “even basic infrastructure 
is not prepared for women,” Ms. Kvit said.

Ms. Priymak – who spent two weeks 
serving as a medic during Ukraine’s coun-
teroffensive in the Kherson region – said 
that Ukrainian female soldiers entered the 
spotlight after “years of being invisible,” but 
“the intensity of warfare reinforces archaic 
primordial instincts, and that affects wom-
en’s rights.”

“War is a difficult time for criticism, but 
there is more and more to criticize as it 
grinds on,” she said.

‘All this torture’

According to Ms. Kvit, despite gradual 
changes in the status of women in the mili-
tary, sexual harassment is not well defined 
in Ukrainian law, there are still no relevant 
procedures to deal with it in the army and 
it remains underreported.

Oksana Hryhoryeva, gender adviser to 
the commander of the Ukrainian military’s 
ground forces, told RFE/RL that, since the 
beginning of Russian full-scale invasion, she 
received reports of only two cases of 
harassment or gender discrimination. But 
she claimed this is an accurate reflection of 
reality.

“There is no harassment on the front 
line,” she said, adding that “women in the 
army make men reveal their better selves.”

Most of her efforts, Ms. Hryhoryeva said, 
are connected to dealing with the conse-
quences of Russian sexual violence in areas 
recaptured by Ukraine, rehabilitating sol-
diers with post-traumatic stress disorder, 
including those who had been captives of 
Russian, and supporting the families of sol-
diers killed in the war.

“The belief that the army is no place for 
women is a relic of the Soviet mentality,” 
Ms. Hryhoryeva said, adding that women 
are a “great resource for all the levels of the 
military.”

But Ms. Priymak believes that if it 
weren’t for Ukrainian women who “fought 
for their rights as they fought for their 
country,” the Ukraine’s military would have 
far fewer women and would not be what it 
is today.

“Perhaps we need to go through all this 
torture to continue to develop as a society,” 
she said. “Otherwise, we will cease to exist 
as a nation and state.”

Copyright 2023, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-war-wom-
en-soldiers-female-freedom-sur viv-
al/32240805.html).

(Continued from page 1)
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Alina Panina

Courtesy image via RFE/RL

A soldier who arrived from the front line of the war in Ukraine collected packages 
prepared by members of the Ukraine Women Veteran Movement.

Courtesy image via RFE/RL

Kateryna Priymak is the deputy head of 
the Ukraine Women Veteran Movement.

Courtesy image via RFE/RL
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Ukrainian student wins award for project to create mine detecting drone
by Ihor N. Stelmach

Igor Klymenko was nine years old when 
Russia first invaded Ukraine in 2014. 
Despite his young age, the youngster felt a 
burning desire to help his country, and he 
got interested in the global landmine crisis.

Unexploded land mines continue to 
pose risks to people in areas that once 
were war zones. According to research con-
ducted by Landmine Monitor and 
Minesweepers, some 7,073 people (80 per-
cent of that number are civilians) were 
killed or injured by mines or other undeto-
nated explosives. Those groups estimate 
that some 110 million landmines may be 
buried in about 60 countries.

Demining practices take time, effort and 
are treacherous. Minesweepers say that, 
for every 5,000 land mines removed, one 
person is killed and two are injured. Mr. 
Klymenko decided to utilize his engineer-
ing and computer science skills to make 
demining safer.

On February 24, 2022, Russian forces 
launched a full-scale invasion of Ukraine 
and the now 17-year-old Klymenko had to 
flee his home in Kyiv. He moved to the vil-
lage of Vasylkiv with his family, taking ref-
uge in the basement of a building as the 
war raged. After suffering for three weeks 
and sensing a revived importance, Mr. 
Klymenko opted to return to a pet project 
of his – he wanted to develop a drone that 
could detect unexploded landmines and 
send their precise location to a remote user.

He reasoned that the land mine problem 
had become more relevant in Ukraine and 
he thought his project could help 
Ukrainians defend their country.

While keeping safe from attacks and 
completing his senior year of high school, 

the aspiring engineer collaborated with 
programmers and scientists to develop his 
Quadcopter Mines Detector.

As of early October 2022, he had two 
Ukrainian patents with two functioning 
prototype devices.

In September 2022, at the Clinton Global 
Initiative in New York City, Mr. Klymenko 
was honored with the Chegg.org Global 
Student Prize. It’s an award that came with 
$100,000 and is given to students “making 
an impact on society, learning and the lives 
of their peers.”

Mr. Klymenko’s application for the 
Global Student Prize, submitted on his 
behalf by the Varkey Foundation, which 
partnered with Chegg.org, was one of 7,000 
applications.

The prize allowed the young Ukrainian 
to share his story of the land mine problem 
and how it affects innocent people with a 
broader segment of the public. He was 
hopeful the publicity would lead to connec-
tions with others who want to work with 
him on the project. Mr. Klymenko vowed to 
use some of his prize money to continue 
developing his drone.

There are two types of land mines: anti-
personnel land mines that target people 
and anti-vehicle land mines that target 
armored vehicles and tanks. The 1997 
Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Treaty, signed by 
over 150 countries, including Ukraine, bans 
the use of anti-personnel mines because 
they can kill soldiers and civilians. Anti-
vehicle mines require a heavier weight on 
top of them to detonate. Both Russia and 
the United States did not sign the treaty.

As of the end of September 2022, Human 
Rights Watch identified a minimum of 
seven types of anti-personnel mines and six 
anti-vehicle mines being used in Ukraine. 

Only Russian forces have used anti-vehicle 
mines. Reports by the Ukrainian govern-
ment say that some 116,000 square miles 
of land – one third of Ukraine – could be 
contaminated by explosives.

The most commonly used methods for 
locating landmines involve people using 
metal detectors, explosive-sniffing animals 
and landmine spikes that are manually 
poked into the ground. In the past several 
years, researches have explored the use of 
newer technological innovations and 
drones to more safely uncover unexploded 
landmines.

Tim Bechtel, a geophysicist at Franklin 
and Marshall College in Pennsylvania said 
metal detectors are the most popular 
method used to locate mines in Ukraine. 
Together with other scientists, Mr. Bechtel 
is developing a blueprint for a convoy of 
four mine-seeking robots to help demine 
land in Ukraine.

Mr. Bechtel said that the TM 62 M is the 
most common anti-vehicle mine. Its metal 
casing is easily located by a metal detector. 
Anti-personnel mines are significantly 
smaller in size, although Russian mines still 
have notable metal in them that helps with 
detection.

Mr. Klymenko is of the opinion that met-
al-detecting on the ground is somewhat haz-
ardous. Some land mines are ultra-sensitive 
to vibrations in the ground and prone to 
explode when a person is close with a metal 
detector. He believes drones are a much 
safer way to detect mines. Drones can also 
be flown at all hours of the day and night.

Mr. Klymenko’s invention utilizes an F5 
PRO Quadcopter with an innovative metal 
detector suspended underneath is as it 
flies. His mine detector can fly for up to 30 
minutes and travel up to five miles, param-
eters which could increase with better 
quality equipment.

Prior to takeoff, the drone records its 
coordinates and the user sets the length 
and width of the area to be scanned for the 
drone. Once in the air, when the metal 
detector senses a mine, it sends an infrared 
signal to a phototransistor on a program-
mable circuit board held by the user.

The board uses a code written by Mr. 

Klymenko in the programming language 
C++. It records how much time elapsed 
from the beginning of the scan to when the 
signal was received. Calculating the drone’s 
speed, its launch time and the time the 
detector located a mine, the code calculates 
the mine’s coordinates relative to the run’s 
start – this calculation is translated into 
GPS coordinates that is accurate to within a 
few centimeters.

It takes the drone about two-and-a-half 
weeks to accurately scan one square kilo-
meter (.386 miles) and calculate landmine 
coordinates. Mr. Klymenko has tested his 
drone’s capacity to find anti-tank and anti-
personnel mines in a lab and outside in 
grass and low wind. He hopes his invention 
can ultimately be used by the military in 
active war zones for demining Ukraine 
after the war.

Currently, Mr. Klymenko is continuing 
his studies; he’s working toward a degree 
part-time in machine building at the Kyiv 
Polytechnic Institute while also studying 
computer science and mathematics at the 
University of Alberta in Canada.

In mid-March 2022, Mr. Klymenko 
received a reply to his outreach from the 
University of Alberta. He was offered a 
unique scholarship meant to assist 
Ukrainian scholars in STEM (science, tech-
nology, engineering and mathematics) 
fields. On August 30, 2022, he and his 
mother arrived in Edmonton.

Down the road, Mr. Klymenko wants to 
upgrade his device by adding ground-pene-
trating radar to improve the Quadcopter 
mines detector’s accuracy, a spray paint 
program to let it physically mark a land 
mine and artificial intelligence that would 
provide precise coordinates and identify 
the type of land mine. A long-term goal is to 
incorporate a remote detonation function.

Mr. Klymenko wants not only to save 
Ukrainian lives, but also to inspire fellow 
students and to serve as an example of how 
perseverance can triumph over adverse 
challenges and help change the world in a 
positive way.

(Additional reporting by Smithsonian 
Magazine, Global News, Landmine Monitor 
and Minesweepers)

Former U.S. President Bill Clinton congratulated 17-year-old Ukrainian Igor 
Klymenko, who won the Chegg.org Global Student Prize, in September 2022 at the 

Clinton Global Initiative in New York City.

Courtesy of Igor Klymenko via Twitter

song – can you hear the horses stomp?’”
While on a stop-over in New York on the 

way to Maryland, the Ukrainian refugees 
were gifted copies of the latest issue of the 
Ukrainian-language newspaper Svoboda, 

which has been published by the Ukrainian 
National Association for more than 125 
years.

Source: “Ukrainian DPs welcomed by 
Maryland; arrive here through efforts of 
United Ukrainian American Relief 
Committee,” The Ukrainian Weekly, January 
31, 1949.

(Continued from page 6)

Turning...
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Plast New York girls take second place at 58th Orlykiada
by Daria Gural

KERHONSKON, N.Y. – A team of 10 girls 
from the New York branch of Plast 
Ukrainian Scouting Organization began 
their preparation for the annual Orlykiada 
in late September 2022 by brainstorming 
ideas for the artistic skit, diorama and aca-
demic portions of the annual competition. 
They met every weekend and after some 
school days to study, prepare and work on 
the three required components. When the 
competition concluded, the girls from New 
York learned that they had finished second 
place overall.

The theme for this year’s competition 
was “Play, Banduro, Play.” It brought 
together more than 100 Plast scouts age 
11-18 from the United States and Canada. 
After a two-year hiatus due to the COVID-
19 pandemic, Orlykiada was again held at 
the Soyuzivka Heritage Center on 
November 12-13, 2022. Fourteen teams 
took part in the competition, among them 
the group of girls from New York, named in 
honor of famed Ukrainian poet Lesia 
Ukrainka, and another team of boys from 
New York named after Ivan Mazepa.

For the girls’ team from New York, work 
to prepare for the competition started with 
the diorama. They created three instru-

ments by hand: two types of banduras 
from two different Ukrainian regions/cities 
– Kharkiv and Kyiv – and one kobza, an 
instrument that preceded the bandura.

Prototypes of these instruments were 
first made using thick cardboard paper. 
The final products were made in wood and 
reflected the actual sizes of these three 
instruments. In addition, the girls created a 
surprise element that included a door 
opening for each instrument. Once opened, 
the door revealed Dumy, an array of songs, 
epics and poems from past and present 
Ukrainians.

In the final phase of preparation of their 
diorama, the girls decorated the three 
handmade wooden instruments with 
regional landscapes and vyshyvanka 
designs on the front of each, along with a 
visual interpretation of the Duma.

The girls also prepared an artistic skit 
that encompassed the history of a group of 
bandurists. That story was told from a 
grandmother’s and her granddaughters’ 
points of view. It concluded with a parody 
of the movie “Back to The Future,” where 
the granddaughters traveled to the past to 
listen to their great grandfather’s music on 
the bandura. 

On November 12, all scouts competed in 
the academic contest with a round robin of 

two teams sparring against one another by 
responding to questions on the theme. 
After three successive rounds, the girls 
from New York beat each of their opposing 
teams from various cities. In the afternoon, 
the dioramas were reviewed and skits pre-
sented by all teams before a panel of judg-
es.

After weeks of studying and memorizing 
many facts on the topic, the girls from New 
York won first place in the academic con-
test after they provided the highest num-

ber of correct responses. Based on the 
combined scoring for the academic contest 
along with the judges scores for the diora-
ma and skit, the girl scouts from New York 
finished the competition in second place 
overall.

The boy scouts from New York placed 
first in the diorama component of 
Orlykiada. 

In the end, all of the hard work and 
preparation by both the girls and boys 
from New York paid off.

sion between Ms. Zelenska and Archbishop 
Gudziak, who both discussed Ukraine’s 
future, including issues surrounding psy-
chological trauma related to war. 

Ms. Zelenska said that “the consequences 
of what we are going through will be long 
term, and we will have to face that reality. 
Not a single person in Ukraine will say they 
are ok. We are establishing a model of psy-
cho-social support that will be available to 
everyone and cater to everyone.” 

In terms of economics, “you will see this 
country is going to become an economic 
tiger, an ecological model and an inspira-
tion not only during the war but also dur-
ing peace,” Archbishop Gudziak said.

Lviv native Roman Smolynets was one of 
the two Ukrainians chosen among 50 peo-
ple worldwide to represent youth at the 
WEF. 

He attended the exclusive yearly meet-
ing as a volunteer of the venue’s Global 
Shapers community of leaders. 

“We had a small but brave delegation 

from Ukraine, including me and Sviatoslav 
Sviatnenko, one of Ukraine’s top specialists 
in the field of cyber security,” Mr. Smolynets 

(Continued from page 3)

Ukraine House...

Members of the New York branch of Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization gathered 
during Orlykiada at the Soyuzivka Heritage Center on November 12-13, 2022.

Talia Danysh

A team of 10 girls from the New York branch of Plast Ukrainian Scouting 
Organization won first place in the academic portion of Orlykiada, held at the 

Soyuzivka Heritage Center on November 12-13, 2022.

Iryna Perkhalyuk

For their diorama, the girls’ team from New York created three instruments by hand: 
two types of banduras from two different Ukrainian regions/cities – Kharkiv and 

Kyiv – and one kobza, an instrument that preceded the bandura.

Iryna Perkhalyuk

said. 
His trek to the event was not easy because 

combat-aged men are prohibited from leav-

ing Ukraine when martial law is in effect. 
“After going through all the circles of 

bureaucracy, I managed to get a pass for the 
state border service two days before depar-
ture,” the trained anesthesiologist said. 

In his medical field, difficult challenges 
include complex blast injuries, mental 
health problems, rehabilitation, antibiotic 
stewardship, prosthetics, among other 
issues.

“It is essential to talk about this topic, to 
keep it at the top of discussions so that we 
can treat, restore and rehabilitate every 
Ukrainian traumatized by the war and cre-
ate opportunities for their return to an 
entire life,” Mr. Smolynets said.

Ukraine House volunteer Vladyslava 
Khrystenko mentioned that every panel 
discussion they organized was standing 
room only. 

“There was no place to sit or even stand 
– rooms were overcrowded. And I was fas-
cinated by the number of influential people 
gathered inside Ukraine House,” she said.

Ukraine House Davos was co-organized 
and sponsored by the Western NIS Enter-
prise Fund, the Victor Pinchuk Foundation 
and Horizon Capital.

Ukraine House Davos volunteer Vladyslava Khrystenko (left) greeted guests at the 
Swiss-based venue in mid-January.

Courtesy of Vladyslava Khrystenko
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backlash to its unprovoked full-scale inva-
sion of Ukraine in February 2022, but the 
ECHR can hear cases related to Russia on 
events and actions that occurred prior to 
its exit. (RFE/RL)

Ukraine-based fugitive added to terrorist list

Ilya Ponomaryov, a former member of 
the Russian parliament’s lower chamber, 
the State Duma, has been added to the 
Interior Ministry’s list of terrorists and 
extremists. Mr. Ponomaryov’s name 
appeared in the list on January 25 with a 
mark, meaning that the ministry has mate-
rials alleging that Mr. Ponomaryov is linked 
to terrorism. Mr. Ponomaryov, 47, was the 
only lawmaker in the State Duma who 
voted against Russia’s 2014 seizure of 
Crimea from Ukraine. He fled Russia for the 
United States in 2014 and later moved to 
Ukraine, where he has lived since then. In 
2016, his immunity as a lawmaker was 
stripped in Russia in absentia. After 
Moscow launched its unprovoked full-scale 
invasion of Ukraine in February last year, 
Mr. Ponomaryov joined Ukraine’s territorial 
defense group and created online resourc-
es calling on Russian citizens to take up 
armed resistance against Russian authori-
ties. In late-August, a court in Moscow 
issued an arrest warrant for Mr. Ponoma-

ryov on a charge of discrediting Russian 
armed forces. The charge stemmed from 
his interview to the Forum of a Free Russia 
YouTube channel, in which he condemned 
the war in Ukraine. In December, police 
searched the homes of owners of various 
Telegram channels and local lawmakers 
linked to Mr. Ponomaryov in seven Russian 
cities. In October, Mr. Ponomaryov was 
labeled as a foreign agent. Russia has used 
its foreign agent laws since 2012 to label 
and punish critics of government policies. 
The legislation has also been increasingly 
used by officials to shutter civil society and 
media groups in Russia since Moscow’s 
invasion of Ukraine began in February. 
(RFE/RL’s Russian Service)

Zaluzhniy gives army $1 million he inherited

Valeriy Zaluzhniy, the commander-in-
chief of Ukraine’s armed forces, donated $1 
million that he received from the estate of 
Gregory Stepanets, a U.S. citizen of 
Ukrainian origin, Ukrainska Pravda report-
ed on January 25, following up on a story 
by The New York Times the day before. 
Ukrainian military officials confirmed to 
Ukrainska Pravda that Mr. Zaluzhniy donat-
ed the sum to the armed forces earlier this 
month. Mr. Zaluzhniy said it was his under-
standing that Mr. Stepanets wanted the 
money to be used to support the army. 
Donations by individuals, both in Ukraine 
and elsewhere, have poured into the coun-

try since Russia invaded in February 2022. 
(RFE/RL)

SBU responsible for killing of banker

Ukrainian security agents were respon-
sible for killing a Ukrainian banker who 
reportedly served as a crucial information 
conduit and negotiator with Russia in the 
run-up to last year’s invasion, a top intelli-
gence official with the Security Service of 
Ukraine (SBU) said. The comments, made 
by Gen. Kyrylo Budanov in an interview 
with RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service, add fur-
ther to the mystery surrounding the killing 
of Denys Kiryeyev, who was reportedly 
honored for his work four months after his 
death. Mr. Budanov, who heads Ukraine’s 
military intelligence agency, said “he 
believes the facts” and that Mr. Kiryeyev, 
who was a full-time employee of the agen-
cy, was killed by the SBU. Mr. Budanov did 
not say how long Mr. Kiryeyev had worked 
for the agency. The agents killed Mr. 
Kiryeyev in an SBU car as they “conducted 
an operation” against him, he said. “It’s a 
fact that he was killed in that car by these 
operatives,” Mr. Budanov, whose agency is 
known as the GUR, said in a January 21 
phone interview. Asked specifically if SBU 
agents killed “a Ukrainian hero,” he told 
RFE/RL: “This is absolutely true.” Mr. 
Budanov’s comments came three days 
after a story by The Wall Street Journal 
that examined the work of Mr. Kiryeyev, 
who had been employed for several 
Western banks and had developed ties 
with powerful businessmen in the eastern 
Ukrainian region of Donetsk who had 
strong connections to Russia. Mr. 
Kiryeyev’s body was found on a Kyiv side-
walk on March 5, 12 days after Russia 
launched its invasion. According to The 
Wall Street Journal, Mr. Kiryeyev was 
investigated by the SBU on suspicion of 
passing information to Russian officials. 

The SBU declined to answer questions 
from RFE/RL regarding Mr. Buda nov’s 
assertions. Ukraine’s main law enforce-
ment agency, the State Bureau of 
Investigation, declined to comment on Mr. 
Budanov’s statement that it had opened a 
criminal probe of the killing. In the inter-
view, Mr. Budanov said that on the day of 
Mr. Kiryeyev’s death he had been sum-
moned for a meeting with SBU officials. He 
was accompanied by two GUR body-
guards, Mr. Budanov said, which was stan-
dard protocol. On their way to the SBU 
headquarters, he said, the car Mr. Kiryeyev 
and his escorts were riding in was stopped 
by armed agents from the SBU’s tactical 
unit, known as Alfa. “Approximately 200 
meters from the SBU’s main building, a 
bus pulled out, that is, broke into oncom-
ing traffic,” he said. “Alfa agents ran out 
shouting ‘SBU!’ Agents burst out, saying 
they were from the SBU. Mr. Kiryeyev told 
everyone to stop,” Mr. Budanov said. “Then 
he was transferred to a minibus that went 
not to the central building but several 
blocks away. Then what happened is what 
happened. His body fell out of that van. 
Those are the facts. Why didn’t they go to 
the SBU building? Let the investigation 
answer this question,” Mr. Budanov said. 
He confirmed that Mr. Kiryeyev had partic-
ipated in high-level talks with Russian offi-
cials held in Belarus just four days after 
the invasion, and he said that the day 
before his death Mr. Kiryeyev was slated to 
travel by train again to Belarus for more 
talks – at Mr. Budanov’s directive. “What 
was the purpose? I sent him there. And the 
first time and the second time, he had to 
get on the train right after he was sup-
posed to visit the SBU,” Mr. Budanov said. 
“The main task we set for him was to pro-
long the [negotiating] process in order to 

(Continued on page 15)
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buy time. Because Mr. Kiryeyev personally 
knew two people from the negotiation 
process who represented the Russian 
side.” In an interview with the Baltic news 
agency Delfi on January 19, Mykhaylo 
Podolyak, a top adviser to President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy, said Mr. Kiryeyev 
was killed due to a lack of coordination 
between the SBU and Mr. Budanov’s agen-
cy. Asked if he agreed with Mr. Podolyak’s 
assessment, Mr. Budanov said: “I believe 
that the matter is much deeper. However, I 
will keep my opinion to myself. Let’s eval-
uate only the facts.” In comments to RFE/
RL, Fedir Venislavskiy, a parliamentary 
lawmaker and member of Mr. Zelenskyy’s 
political faction, suggested that in the 
aftermath of the Russian invasion there 
had been several examples of “friendly 

fire” involving rival Ukrainian security 
agencies. “Unfortunately, such ‘friendly’ 
fire killed people from various compo-
nents of the security and defense sector,” 
he said. Another lawmaker, Roman 
Kostenko, who serves in a different politi-
cal faction, said the SBU must explain what 
exactly happened and why. And even if Mr. 
Kiryeyev had been a Russian agent, he said 
he should have been prosecuted in 
Ukrainian courts. “We should not turn into 
the Russian Federation, where sentences 
are handed down somewhere on the 
street or on the curbs,” he told RFE/RL. In 
July, Mr. Zelenskyy fired his childhood 
friend and head of the SBU, Ivan Bakanov. 
The Ukrainian leader also sacked dozens 
of generals and other top officers in the 
SBU for their alleged role in allowing the 
Russian invasion to go forward. Mr. 
Zelenskyy also gave a posthumous honor 
to Mr. Kiryeyev for “exceptional duty in 
defense of state sovereignty and state 

security,” according to The Wall Street 
Journal, and was buried with military hon-
ors in a Kyiv cemetery. RFE/RL was unable 
to confirm Mr. Kiryeyev’s posthumous 
honor. (RFE/RL’s Vlasta Lazur)

More Ukrainian prosecutors removed

Prosecutors in five Ukrainian regions 
have been removed from their posts amid a 
high-profile corruption scandal that has led 
to several resignations and firings of senior 
officials across the country. The Prosecutor 
General’s Office said on January 25 that 
prosecutors of the regions of Zaporizhia, 
Kirovohrad, Poltava, Sumy and Chernihiv 
had been relieved of their duties. The scan-
dal broke on January 22, when allegations 

surfaced in local media that the Defense 
Ministry was overpaying suppliers for food 
for troops. (RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service)

Russian agent network apprehended

The Security Service of Ukraine (SBU) 
said on January 20 that it had apprehended 
a network of agents of Russia’s GRU mili-
tary intelligence, who, among other things, 
coordinated Russian missile strikes in the 
city of Dnipro, where at least 46 people 
were killed after a Russian missile hit a res-
idential building last week. The SBU did not 
reveal the suspects’ identities, saying only 
that a Dnipro-born Russian citizen was 
among those detained. (RFE/RL’s 
Ukrainian Service)

(Continued from page 14)
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Joseph T. Gural
6/27/36 – 12/17/22

Joe always spoke of the happy days growing up around St. George’s 
in NYC, with his sister, Olga. The parish, the school, and the drum and 

bugle corps, and then as a teenager, the choir and dance club. And then with 
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Odesa, local authorities said.
“There is already information about 

damage done to two critical energy infra-
structure facilities in Odesa. There are no 
injured. Air-defense forces are working 
over the Odesa region,” the head of the 
region’s military administration, Yuriy 
Kruk, wrote on social media.

The central region of Vinnitsia was also 
targeted by Russian missiles, said Serhiy 
Borzov, the head of the regional military 
administration, adding that there were no 
casualties.

Earlier, the General Staff of the Ukrainian 
Military said its forces destroyed 24 drones, 
including 15 over Kyiv, that Russia 
launched in overnight attacks.

Mr. Zelenskyy said in his regular nightly 
video address on January 25 that it is now 
necessary to “go ahead with the supply of 
aircraft for Ukraine.”

On the battlefield, Ukrainian forces con-
tinued to sustain incessant pressure from 
Russian attacks in the east, mainly in 
Bakhmut and Avdiyivka in the Donetsk 
region and Chervopopyivka in Luhansk, the 
General Staff said in its daily report on 
January 26.

“Despite suffering numerous losses, the 
enemy did not halt its offensive actions,” 
the General Staff said, adding that 
Ukrainian defenders also repelled attacks 
in Lyman, Kupyansk, Zaporizhia and 
Kherson.

Mr. Zelenskyy acknowledged in an inter-
view with Sky News on January 26 that 
Ukrainian troops were under increased 

pressure in the east, where they had lost 
control of the town of Soledar in Donetsk, 
and in the southern region of Zaporizhia.

Mr. Zelenskyy said the Russians were 
attacking in waves, with total disregard for 
their losses, which he said were in the 
“thousands.”

“It’s just an extraordinary number. They 
don’t care about it. I mean, they don’t count 
their people. ... But from what we have 
already seen and counted, there are thou-
sands of people dead from their side, and 
they are just throwing them, and throwing 
them, and throwing them, and throwing 
them,” Mr. Zelenskyy told Sky News.

Berlin and Washington agreed to pro-
vide modern tanks following months of 
intense debate among North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization (NATO) allies in the 
hope of helping stem the expected push by 
Russia.

In his nightly address on January 25, 
Mr. Zelenskyy praised the allies’ commit-
ment to deliver advanced tanks and urged 
them to provide large numbers of tanks 
quickly.

“The key now is speed and volumes. 
Speed in training our forces, speed in sup-
plying tanks to Ukraine. The numbers in 
tank support,” he said. “We have to form 

such a ‘tank fist,’ such a ‘fist of freedom.’”
President Joe Biden on January 25 said 

the United States will send 31 of its highly 
advanced Abrams tanks in a move he said 
was not a threat to Russia.

Moscow has warned that it regards the 
Western supply of advanced battle tanks to 
Ukraine to be a dangerous provocation.

Speaking from the White House, Mr. 
Biden said the NATO tanks for Ukraine 
would help “improve their ability to 
maneuver in open terrain.”

He praised Berlin’s similar announce-
ment as evidence that “Germany has really 
stepped up.”

Chancellor Olaf Scholz said hours earli-
er that Germany will supply 14 Leopard 2 
tanks to Ukraine and will also allow third 
countries to reexport their own German-
made Leopards.

Mr. Scholz said the decision, approved 
on January 25, was “the right principle” in 
the face of Russia’s unprovoked invasion of 
its neighbor.

German Defense Minister Boris 
Pistorius said on January 26 that Leopard 
tanks will arrive in “late March, early 
April,” and that training of Ukrainian 
troops on German Marder infantry fighting 
vehicles will start in the next few days.

“For the Ukrainian soldiers who will be 
trained on the Leopard, it will be a little 
later,” Mr. Pistorius said.

(With reporting by Reuters, AP and dpa)

Copyright 2023, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-missile-
attacks-soledar/32240306.html).

(Continued from page 1)

Russia responds...

Following his meeting with Finnish President Sauli Niinistö (left), Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said he was “grateful to the citizens of Finland for a 
clear understanding of what we need now. It is to remain resilient and move together 

towards victory in this war.”

Office of the President of Ukraine
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Ukraine wins four additional medals at World University Games

by Ihor N. Stelmach

If medals were given out for perseverance, Team 
Ukraine would certainly have enjoyed a podium sweep of 
gold, silver and bronze medals simply for traveling to and 
competing in the 2023 World University Games in Lake 
Placid, N.Y., from January 12-22.

The country’s 57 athletes were widely praised for their 
resilience, strength, and mental fortitude in competing at 
the Games while their fellow citizens continue to fight for 
their country’s freedom. 

Amid the constant stress of elite level competition, the 

athletes were also worried about their families and 
friends back home. Nonetheless, Team Ukraine came to 
Lake Placid, N.Y., and won six total medals, making a 
statement and buoying morale among Ukrainians around 
the world.

Most notably, Mykhailo Kharuk won a gold medal in 
the snowboard men’s parallel giant slalom event with a 
time of 29.89 seconds on the next to last day of competi-
tion. The 23-year-old beat Matthaus Pink of Australia, 
who took second place, by 0.69 seconds. A graduate of 
the National University of Physical Education and Sport 
of Ukraine in Kyiv and a member of the Bukovel Ski 
School in Ukraine, Kharuk went on to win a bronze medal 
in the men’s parallel small slalom event.

Ukraine’s silver medal was captured by Dmytrii 
Hrushchak in the 12.5-kilometer men’s biathlon pursuit 
with a final time of 36:26.3 seconds, 48 seconds behind 
gold medalist Bjorn Westervelt of the United States.

Nadiia Hapatyn won a bronze medal in the women’s 
snowboarding parallel slalom event with a time of 49.66 
seconds. Team Ukraine finished the World University 
Games with a total of six medals, good for 15th overall 
among 46 competing nations. Competitors from 24 
nations won medals.

The Ukrainian hockey team finished group play with a 
4-2 loss to Japan and a 3-1 victory over the Czech Republic. 
They finished in third place in Group A (out of five teams) 
with seven points and 2-2-1 record. Forward Hlib 
Krivoshapkin led the way in scoring with five goals and 
eight points.

Team Ukraine’s fighting spirit

Ukraine’s 12-2 victory over Sweden in men’s hockey on 
January 16 at the 2023 World University Games gave the 
team and fans back home in Ukraine a badly needed boost.

“Everyone in the world has seen the news about what’s 
happening in our country,” said Ukrainian forward Artem 
Mateichenko in a January 17 interview with SUNY Canton 
Sports.

“There’s no electricity in Ukraine right now. There’s only 
two hours when people can charge their phones, yet peo-
ple still support us and believe we will win,” said defense-

man Arsen Paliichuk. “We try to do everything we could so 
the people back home can enjoy our victory as well.”

Ukraine’s head coach, Vadym Shakhray chuk, spoke 
about “some psychological problems” his players faced 
before the game. His team suffered a heartbreaking 3-2 
overtime loss to Latvia on January 14, and then heard the 
news about the city of Dnipro in Ukraine being besieged by 
missile strikes, killing some 40 people and injuring over 70 
others. Shakhraychuk gave an emotionally motivated pep 
talk to his squad before the Sweden game. The players 
“were motivated to win the Sweden game so the people 
back home could have some kind of hope and something to 
believe in over there,” Paliichuk said.

Mateichenko equated his team’s frame of mind to that of 
members of the Ukrainian Armed Forces who are on the 
war’s frontlines defending their country.

“Our military is out there fighting on the battlefield, so 
we have to fight here on the ice,” he said.

It was this attitude that inspired the Ukrainian hockey 

Hockey team finishes with two wins in Lake Placid, N.Y.

Ukrainian gold medalist Mykhailo Kharuk won the 
snowboard parallel giant slalom event at the World 
University Games, which was held on January 12-22 in 

Lake Placid, N.Y.

Andriy Lozenko

Ukraine’s gold medalist Mykhailo Kharuk stood atop 
the snowboard men’s parallel giant slalom medal podi-
um at the World University Games in Lake Placid, N.Y.

Andriy Lozenko

(Continued on page 17)

Sofia Fedoriouk, 16-year-old UNA member, to perform at Carnegie Hall
by Andrew Nynka

WATLHAM, Mass. – Sofia Fedoriouk, a 
16-year-old member of the Ukrainian 
National Association (UNA), will perform at 
Carnegie Hall in New York City on February 
4 as part of the selective international 
Honors Performance Series Program.

“She’s very excited. She cannot wait to 
experience the atmosphere of New York 
City,” her father, Alexander Fedoriouk, said 
of her daughter’s upcoming trip.

Ms. Fedoriouk, a sophomore honors stu-
dent at Padua Franciscan High School in 
Parma, Ohio, was nominated by her school 
to audition for the Honors Performance 
Series Program. The program, according to 
a statement posted on its website, “was 
established to feature talented young musi-
cians on stage at one of the world’s most 
famous music halls: Carnegie Hall.”

Ms. Fedoriouk and other program par-
ticipants will meet in New York starting on 
February 2 for several days of rehearsals 
with renowned conductors before taking 
part in “their life-changing performance at 
Carnegie Hall’s Stern Auditorium [on the] 
Perelman Stage,” the program says on its 
website.

Participants in the program will also 
network with their peers and visit various 
cultural sites in New York City, which the 
program says are important parts of the 
Honors Performance Series Program.

The program costs each participant 
$2,500. After learning that Ms. Fedoriouk, a 

member of UNA Branch 37, was accepted 
into the program, the UNA announced it 
had awarded her $500 to help defray the 
cost of attending.

“After speaking with Sofia, it became 
apparent to me that she’s incredibly hon-
ored and humbled by this opportunity to 
represent our Ukrainian American commu-
nity on a stage as prestigious as Carnegie 
Hall,” said UNA President and CEO Roman 

Hirniak. “Among our many goals here at the 
UNA is fostering the aspirations of our 
younger members who strive to become 
positive examples of our rich heritage and, 
in time, leaders who will guide our future. 
It’s a privilege for us to help Sofia fulfill her 
dreams.”

Ms. Fedoriouk, who has not yet decided 
whether she will pursue music profession-
ally, comes from a musical family. Her 

brother Artem, 13, was also accepted into 
Padua Franciscan High School in Parma, 
Ohio, where he will study violin. Her father, 
who was born in Kolomiya, Ukraine, stud-
ied music at the Kyiv Conservatory, while 
her mother, who grew up in Slovakia and is 
of Ukrainian descent, was a professional 
singer.

She is currently taking honors and 
Advanced Placement classes and has an 
interest in the medical field, though her 
father said she wants to continue pursuing 
music in college. She has played the violin 
since she was five, and in 2017 she was 
accepted into the Baldwin Wallace Youth 
Orchestra in Berea, Ohio.

Ms. Fedoriouk has also been an active 
member of various Ukrainian American 
cultural organizations. She is a member of 
the Cleveland branch of Plast Ukrainian 
Scouting Organization in the United States 
and took part in Plast’s latest Orlykiada at 
the Soyuzivka Heritage Center on 
November 12-13, 2022. She is also a mem-
ber of the Cleveland-based Kashtan School 
of Ukrainian Dance, and she expects to 
graduate from the School of Ukrainian 
Studies (Ridna Shkola) in Cleveland this 
year.

“Being a member [of Ukrainian cultural 
organizations] gives me an opportunity to 
perform at different ethnic events and fun-
draisers to support the culture and the 
people of Ukraine,” Ms. Fedoriouk said.

Her performance at Carnegie Hall will 
take place at 8:30 p.m. on February 4.

Sofia Fedoriouk, a 16-year-old member of the Ukrainian National Association, will 
perform at Carnegie Hall in New York City on February 4 as part of the selective 

international Honors Performance Series Program.

Alexander Fedoriouk
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When a glove is needed to field a hard-
hit grounder or a ball is required to shoot 
through a hoop, Wilson has historically 
been an apparent choice. In recent years, 
the sporting goods manufacturer has 
enlarged its product assortment to include 
technical apparel and footwear. The compa-
ny is also looking to get into the sports 
fashion arena. As a result, the 100-year-old 
brand selected a rising Ukrainian tennis 
star to be a marketing spokesperson.

Twenty-year-old Marta Kostyuk was 
introduced on January 12 as Wilson 
Sporting Goods’ first-ever 360 ambassador, 
making her the first athlete to compete 
while wearing or using nothing but Wilson 
products.

In a January 12 interview with Boar-
droom, Kostyuk said, “I’ve been playing 
with Wilson rackets since I was a little girl, 
so to be the first player to play and wear 
Wilson is pretty special to me. With this 
partnership, I feel like we can create a lot of 
great stuff and I feel more free with the 
things I want to do. Wilson has a great 
team, so I’m pretty sure we’ll have a suc-
cessful union together.”

At the 2023 Adelaide International 
Tennis Tournament, Kostyuk played in 
Rush Pro 4.0 tennis shoes and wielded a 
Blade v8 racket, a custom ensemble. She 
considers herself a fashionista, and she 
spoke about how she is using her personal 
style to help reimagine how apparel fits 
tennis players and casual fans.

“I like to be and look very feminine. Even 
if I wear something comfortable or over-
sized, I still like to look feminine, so dresses 
are my favorite to wear on the court,” 
Kostyuk said. “When you’re playing, there 
are a lot of things that need to be in place. I 
think I’m bold with the clothes I wear and 
because I’m mostly dressed in sporty attire, 
I try to stand out and be unique.”

Although Kostyuk is a professional tennis 
player, she never strays far from her other 
true passion of activism. A Ukrainian by 
birth, she is always utilizing her platform to 
champion the wellness and strength of her 
fellow Ukrainians while also supporting and 
respecting those fighting for a free and inde-
pendent Ukraine in its war against Russia.

“I’m pretty sure it’s visible how brave the 
Ukrainian people are and how we’ve rallied 

around a common goal. Obviously, this is 
something inspiring personally for me. 
There are times, let’s say in a match, where 
you come out on court and it’s not your day, 
the opponent is playing very well or you’re 
definitely not the favorite of the match. Just 
by giving it your all, there’s always a chance 
of a turnaround and you just have to keep 
fighting. The Ukrainian people are giving it 
their all, and I’m so proud of them,” she said.

As a new member of Wilson’s advisory 
staff, Kostyuk is expected to “offer valuable 
insights and test Wilson’s performance ten-
nis products, as well as work with Wilson’s 
sportswear design team on inspiration and 
direction for the future,” according to a 
statement from the company.

Kostyuk won’t shake hands with 
Russians and Belarusians

After dispatching Russian American 
Amanda Anisimova in the first round of the 
2023 Australian Open on January 16, 
Kostyuk said she would not shak hands 
with any Russian or Belarusian competi-
tors who have remained silent and not spo-
ken up enough about the Ukraine-Russia 
war.

The 20-year-old Kyiv native, whose 
father and grandfather still live in Ukraine’s 
capital, refused to shake the hand of former 
world No. 1 Victoria Azarenka after losing 
to her at the U.S. Open last September.

Russian and Belarusian players have 
been permitted to participate in this year’s 
Australian Open on a strictly neutral basis, 
absent any flag or national symbol, as was 
done at the U.S. Open. Wimbledon was 
fined $1 million by the Association of 
Tennis Professionals (ATP) for banning 
Russian and Belarusian players from their 
tournament.

In an interview with the media following 
her first-round win, Kostyuk said: “I haven’t 
changed [my position] about the war and 
everything that’s going on on tour. 
Whoever speaks out clearly [about the 
war], I believe has every right to be on tour, 
but whoever doesn’t … I don’t think [they 
do]; it’s just humane.”

She readily admitted that she does not 
speak with any Russian or Belarusian play-
ers.

“I barely say hi to them,” she said.

2023 Australian Open’s Tennis Plays 
for Peace supports Ukraine

It was a star-studded lineup of players 
who participated in the Tennis Plays for 
Peace charity event organized by the 
Australian Open on January 11 to support 
Ukraine. Superstars included Rafael Nadal, 
Andy Murray, Alexander Zverev, Frances 
Tiafoe, Grigor Dimitrov and Alex de Minaur 
on the men’s side, with Coco Gauff, Maria 
Sakkari and Ukrainians Kostyuk and Dayana 
Yastremska representing the women.

The event was hosted by wheelchair ten-
nis legend Dylan Alcott and a packed house 
filled Rod Laver Arena with the crowd 
being entertained by some masterful 
moments and some surprisingly strong 
teamwork between the players.

The blue team was comprised of Nadal, 
Kostyuk and Greece’s Sakkari. Dimitrov, de 
Minaur and Yastremska made up the yel-
low team.

The players rotated in representing their 
teams in doubles play. In the initial game, 
Kostyuk showed off a successful in-
between-the-legs shot and teammate Nadal 
ended the rally with a trick shot against de 
Minaur. Nadal excited the spectators with 
an under arm serve that Yastremska was 
not able to return.

A non-playing highlight of the exhibition 
was the players getting to meet two of the 
oldest tennis players in the world: 98-year-
old Ukrainian Leonid Stanislavskyi (a 
Guinness World record holder as the oldest 
tennis player) and Australian Henry Young, 
who is 99 years old.

Gauff, Murray, Tiafoe and German-born 
Russian Zverev later took to the court join-
ing Ukrainians Kostyuk and Yastremska for 
a challenging game of tennis dingles, where 
four players combine singles and doubles 
play at the same time.

The event also featured musical perfor-
mances by the duo of Vika & Linda, and the 
Melbourne-based Volya band.

All funds raised from the event will go to 
UNICEF Australia and Global Going, two 
organizations providing on-the-ground 
relief in Ukraine.

Russian and Belarusian flags  
banned

Tennis Australia officially banned 
Russian and Belarusian flags at the 2023 
Australian Open on January 16 after a 
Russian flag was seen hanging behind the 
court during a first-round match between 
Ukraine’s Kateryna Baindl and Russian 

Marta Kostyuk, who was named a Wilson 360 ambassador for the sporting goods 
brand, was outfitted with Wilson gear from head to toe for the Australian Open, 

which took place on January 18-29 in Melbourne.

Wilson.com

Marta Kostyuk becomes first Wilson 360 athlete

(Continued on page 19)

team in their 12-2 rout of Sweden. Their 
first win in Lake Placid passed along a 
spark of hope to Ukrainians back home 
who were rooting for their team to keep on 
battling on the ice.

Ukraine is relatively new to international 
hockey, having begun competing in 1993, 
while the sport’s powerhouses – Sweden, 
Finland, Canada and the United States – 
have long established hockey programs. 
For Ukraine to come to the World 
University Games and defeat Sweden was 
yet another example of an underdog nation 
defying the odds, competing in the interna-
tional arena and showing the world they 
can play hockey. Many hockey analysts 
noted that Lake Placid was also home to the 
original miracle on ice, which occurred in 
1980 when an American team comprised 
of amateur players knocked off the heavily 
favored Soviet team.

Dmytriw captains Canada

When the Can’t Stop Hockey Tour played 
its first game on the home ice of the 
University of Saskatchewan Huskies, 
Canada assistant captain Jared Dmytriw 
had goose bumps. The emotional moment 
came prior to the opening faceoff when 
Ukraine’s national anthem was played. 
Dmytriw is Ukrainian on his father’s side 
and he admitted to having chills when 
hearing the anthem and seeing so many 
Ukrainians in the crowd of 2,375 fans in 
attendance.

Dmytriw would face the Ukrainian hock-
ey team a second time in the opening game 
for both countries on January 12 at the 
World University Games in Lake Placid. The 
24-year-old has been on a mission in the 
2022-2023 season, scoring 12 goals and 25 
points in the Huskies’ first 18 games.

This would be Dmytriw’s first opportu-
nity to wear the maple leaf and represent 
his country on the international stage. As 
one of the older and more experienced 

members of Team Canada, Dmytriw 
received the honor of wearing the captain’s 
C on his sweater, acting as Canada’s captain 
in all but the second game.

In seven games for the gold medal win-
ning Canadian team, Dmytriw notched 
three goals and three assists for six points.

Szmul playing on Team U.S.A.

Ukrainian forward Connor Szmul was 
not without close friends at the 2023 
World University Games in Lake Placid. 
University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire team-
mate Quinn Green and head coach Matt 
Loen were selected to join him on the 
Team U.S.A. hockey squad. Loen was 
selected to be the national team’s associ-
ate coach. The team featured the country’s 
top Division III hockey players from all 
over the United States.

“Yeah, it’s awesome,” Szmul said in a 
January 8 interview with Eau Claire’s ABC 
News 18. “Anytime you get to represent 
your country on an international stage, it’s 
pretty special, so I’m really excited about it 

and I’m not gonna take it for granted.”
In the 14 games he’s played with the 

University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire in the 
2022-2023 season, Szmul has tallied six 
goals and five assists for 11 points, placing 
him third on the team in scoring.

In 163 games in the North American 
Hockey League (NAHL), Szmul scored 44 
goals and tallied 52 assists. He spent the 
2020-2021 season at Long Island 
University where he played in nine out of 
13 games in a shortened campaign due to 
COVID-19. He did not score a point during 
that time. He is currently in his junior year 
at the University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire.

In seven games, Szmul contributed two 
goals and three assists for his silver medal-
winning Team Canada squad.

(Additional reporting by Lake Placid 
FISU Games, Saskatoon Star Phoenix, 
University of Saskatchewan Athletics, ABC 
News 18 – Eau Claire, and Chippewa Steel.)

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@
sfgsports.com.

(Continued from page 16)

Ukraine wins...
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Through Art exhibit by Alexander Motyl, “Ukraine in Ruins, 
March 10 1941-1942, 2022,” Columbia University, 
New York https://harriman.columbia.edu

January 30 Presentation by Omer Bartov, “Tales From the Borderlands:
Stanford, CA Writing First-Person History,” Stanford University,
 https://creees.stanford.edu

February 1 “Forever Grateful” Blood Drive, Association of American Youth
Chicago of Ukrainian Descent, Ukrainian National Museum, https://
 donate.illinois.versi.org/schedules/drive_schedule/5603789

February 3 Presentation by David Hoffmann, “World War II Memory
Stanford, CA in the Soviet Union and Putin’s Russia,” Stanford
 University, www.creees.stanford.edu

February 4 Ukrainian American Cotillion Ball “Chervona Kalyna,” Plast
Pearl River, NY Ukrainian Scouting Organization, Hilton Pearl River, 
 www.kalynadeb.org

February 9-10 Conference, “Rebuilding Ukraine, Rebuilding the World,” 
Cambridge, MA Temerty Contemporary Ukraine Program, Harvard
 University, www.huri.harvard.edu

February 11 Philadelphia Debutante Banquet and Ball, Ukrainian 
Philadelphia Engineers’Society of America (Philadelphia), Bellevue
 Hotel, www.eventbrite.com or 610-277-1284

February 11 Valentine Designer Bag Bingo, benefit for Ukrainian
Jenkintown, PA Federation of America programs, Ukrainian Educational 
 and Cultural Center, 215-782-1075

February 15 Presentation by Joshua D. Zimmerman, “Pilsudski and the
Cambridge, MA Kyiv Campaign, May-June 1920. Why Poland Championed 
 Ukrainian Independence,” Harvard University, 
 www.huri.harvard.edu

February 16 Presentation by Oleksandra Keudel, “What Makes Ukraine
New York Resilient in an Asymmetric War? A Survey of Local
 Governments’ Emergency Responses,” Columbia University, 
 https://harriman.columbia.edu 

February 18 58th annual Debutante Ball, Ukrainian American Youth
Parsippany, NJ  Association, Sheraton Parsippany Hotel, 
 https://cym.org/us/deb-tickets/

February 18 Pre-Lenten Zapusty dinner, Ukrainian Educational and
Jenkintown, PA Cultural Center, www.ueccphila.org

February 22 Presentation by Yana Prymachenko, “Historical Fakes in
Cambridge, MA Russian Media During the First Phase of the Russian 
 Aggression Against Ukraine,” Harvard University,
 www.huri.harvard.edu

February 24 One-year commemoration since Russia’s invasion of
Cambridge, MA Ukraine, Harvard University, www.huri.harvard.edu

February 25 Concert, “The 365th of February: Music of the 
Jenkintown, PA Unbreakable,”Ukrainian Educational and Cultural Center, 
 www.ueccphila.org

March 7 Trip to Philadelphia Flower Show, Ukrainian American
Philadelphia Senior Association of Philadelphia, departs from Ukrainian 
 Educational and Cultural Center, 215-699-6068

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

Kamilla Rakhimova a day earlier. Baindl 
won the match 7-5, 6-7(8), 6-1.

“Flags from Russia and Belarus are 
banned onsite at the Australian Open. Our 
initial policy was that fans could bring 
them in, but could not use them to cause 
disruption. Yesterday we had an incident 
where a flag was placed courtside,” Tennis 
Australia said in a statement. “The ban is 
effective immediately. We will continue to 
work with the players and our fans to 
ensure the best possible environment to 
enjoy the tennis.”

The hanging of the Russian flag caught 
the attention of an angry Vasyl Myroshny-
chenko, Ukraine’s ambassador to Australia 
and New Zealand, who immediately insist-
ed that Tennis Australia ban use of the flag 
at the tournament.

“I strongly condemn the public display 
of the Russian flag during the game of the 
Ukrainian tennis player Kateryna Baindl at 
the Australian Open today,” Myroshny-
chenko wrote on Twitter on January 15. “I 
call on Tennis Australia to immediately 
enforce its ‘neutral flag’ policy.”

Swiatek auctioning match-worn  
gear

Before her first serve at this year’s 
Australian Open where she is hoping to win 
for the first time, World No. 1 women’s ten-
nis star Iga Swiatek wanted to remind the 
world that Ukraine still needs help. To cele-
brate her spectacular 2022 season when 
she went 67-9, winning a tour-best eight 
titles including the French Open and the 
U.S. Open, Swiatek announced she was auc-
tioning off her U.S. Open gear and her shoes 
from the French Open, among other items.

In the last six months of 2022, the Polish 
native raised a combined total of more than 
$997,400 from her “Iga Swiatek and 
Friends for Ukraine” Warsaw exhibition 
event in July and her second charity event 
in Poland in November that benefitted 
Ukrainian war relief efforts.

Swiatek has carried over her success 
from last season into this one, winning all 
three of her singles matches for Poland at 
the inaugural United Cup in early January.

(Based on reporting by Sportskeeda.
com/tennis, ATP Tour.com, Daily Mail.com, 
ESPN and Boardroom media network.)

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@
sfgsports.com.

(Continued from page 17)

Marta Kostyuk...

The next critical matter for follow-up 
regarding Western discussions on military 
support to Ukraine is not tanks, but rather 
long-range strike systems that could dis-
rupt Russian command and logistical cen-
ters not only in Donbas but also in Crimea 
(Gazeta.ru, January 19). There is no short-
age of claims for forceful responses to such 
escalation, but every capability for high- 
and even low-precision missile strikes has 
already been used by Russian forces (RBC, 
January 20). What has made a strong 
impression on Muscovites is the appear-
ance of short-range air-defense Pantsir-S1 
systems on the rooftops of several military 
headquarters (Moskovsky Komsomolets, 
January 21). The United States has yet to 
grant a decision on sending Ukraine the 
MQ-1C Grey Eagle unmanned combat aeri-
al vehicle, but the Russian military leader-
ship has already been unnerved by the 
Ukrainian drone strike on Engels air base 
(Svoboda.org, January 20). The precautions 
may appear excessive, but they make more 
practical sense than bragging about the 
nuclear-propelled Poseidon underwater 
drone, which Putin advertised back in 
2018, but not one testable prototype has 
been produced as of yet (Topwar.ru, 
January 18).

Seeking to counteract steadily increasing 
NATO support for Ukraine, Russian Defense 
Minister Sergei Shoigu announced a plan 
for reforming the Russian Armed Forces 
and increasing their total strength from 
1.15 million (not including various merce-
naries and paramilitary forces) to 1.5 mil-
lion (Ridl.io, January 18). Besides demo-
graphic problems, ambitions for building 
such military might are certain to be 
thwarted by the fast-progressing economic 
degradation within Russia, and the firm 
statement in Davos by European 
Commission President Ursula von der 
Leyen about the coming “decades of reces-
sion” in Russia has left few doubts regard-
ing this dynamic (Nezavisimaya Gazeta, 
January 17).

Ukraine, on the contrary, was examined 
by the opportunity-seeking Davos crowd as 
a potential growth area where investments 
could generate attractive returns (Republic.
ru, January 18). The mood at the revived 
post-pandemic World Economic Forum 
was more upbeat than most observers had 
expected, and one of the positive impres-
sions at the event was that Russia’s capaci-
ty for disrupting the world order had 
diminished (Kommersant, January 20). 
Global energy markets have stabilized, and 
the expected decline of Russian exports is 

set to be compensated for by other sources 
(The Bell, January 15). Europe has learned 
not only the lesson of resilience against 
Russian energy blackmail but also the art of 
striking back. As such, the Russian energy 
sector is set to experience a severe curtail-
ing, particularly as the European Union ban 
on importing Russian petroleum products 
goes into force on February 5 (The Moscow 
Times, January 17).

Russia has tried to expand its oil exports 
to Asia, even at a $20-$25 discount from 
the benchmark Brent crude price, but it 
cannot compensate for the loss of 
European markets – and cannot hope that 
China will fuel its revived growth with 
Russian energy imports (The Insider, 
January 20). Prospects for the Chinese 
economy were a major theme in Davos, and 
Vice-Premier Liu He sought to reassure 
Western partners while demonstrating a 
more cooperative and less “wolf warrior”-
style of diplomacy (Nezavisimaya Gazeta, 
January 18). Beijing is aware that it can 
only regain economic dynamism by chart-
ing a cautious course with the war in 
Ukraine, and it diverts increasingly from 
Putin’s long-war strategy (Svobodnaya 
Pressa, January 20). This course will be 
fine-tuned during U.S. Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken’s forthcoming visit to 
China, which is attracting keen attention in 
Moscow (Kommersant, January 19). The 
Kremlin still counts on escalation of ten-
sions in East Asia, which would drive U.S. 
attention away from Europe (Rossiiskaya 
Gazeta, January 17).

The Davos debates highlighted multiple 
political and security risks, and while China 
remains a major variable, the accounts of 
impacts produced by Russia point to a 
much more diminished global role for 
Moscow. Indeed, the global economy has 
adjusted to reduced flows of commodity 
exports from Russia and to the strictly 
sanctioned imports, particularly of modern 
technology. Furthermore, the war’s out-
come is factored as a win for Ukraine, pro-
ducing a spike of demand for investment, 
and a loss for Russia, condemning it to pro-
tracted stagnation. This outlook may 
appear optimistic, and investors typically 
need a positive perspective, but in essence, 
it is a plain assessment of the correlation of 
forces in Russia’s self-defeating attempt to 
confront the West. The Ramstein meeting 
has proven that disagreements are not set-
backs in, but rather stimuli for achieving 
stronger Western unity, which Russia can 
neither corrupt nor diminish.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)
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