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Ukrainian defenders under  
concentrated attacks as Kyiv 

lobbies for warplanes

Biden to speak with Zelenskyy 
as Ukraine’s calls for fighter jets 

grow louder

RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service

Russia has thrown fresh contingents of troops at 
Ukrainian positions in the east but failed to make 
notable advances, the Ukrainian military said on 
February 1, as Kyiv stepped up its efforts to convince 
its Western allies to give it fighter jets.

“The enemy has not paused its offensive actions in 
the Lyman and Bakhmut directions [in the eastern 
region of Donetsk],” Ukraine’s General Staff said in its 
daily report early on February 1, adding that Russian 
forces also conducted “unsuccessful offensives” in the 
Avdiyivka and Novopavlivka areas of Donestk, though 
it “suffered great losses.”

The information could not be independently verified.
Russia has kept pressing its attacks on the town of 

Vuhledar, some 150 kilometers southeast of the fight-
ing in and around Bakhmut, which has been the focal 
point of months of fighting in Donetsk.

The latest wave in the incessant Russian offensive 
came as Washington is preparing a fresh $2.2 billion 
package of military aid for Ukraine that is expected to 
give Kyiv longer-range missiles for the first time, as 
well as other munitions and weapons, according to 
two U.S. officials briefed on the matter who spoke to 
Reuters on January 31.

But the United States, which has given Kyiv some 
$27.2 billion in military aid since the start of Russia’s 
unprovoked invasion almost one year ago, has so far 
been reluctant to provide warplanes for Ukraine.

U.S. President Joe Biden responded negatively 
when asked by reporters on January 30 if Washington 
would send F-16s.

On January 31, he told reporters that he and 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy were 
“going to talk” but gave no further details.

RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service

U.S. President Joe Biden said he would speak with 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy about 
Ukraine’s latest request for sophisticated weapons a 
day after saying no to sending F-16 fighter jets.

Kyiv has been pressing harder for the advanced jets 
since winning a pledge from Western allies last week 
for tanks. The United States and its European allies 
have so far refused to send fighter jets and other weap-
ons that could be used to attack deep inside Russia.

Mr. Biden responded negatively when asked by 
reporters on January 30 if Washington would send 
F-16s. He told reporters on January 31 that he and Mr. 
Zelenskyy were “going to talk” but gave no further 
details on what the two men would discuss.

Israel considering  
supplying Iron Dome 
anti-missile defense  

system

(Continued on page 16)

(Continued on page 17)

RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service

Ukraine’s military says there are 
clear signs that Russian forces are get-
ting ready for a major push in the east, 
where a stalemate continues despite 
months-long heavy fighting and inten-
sive daily shelling by Moscow’s troops.

The shelling killed at least three 
people and wounded 20 others in 
Kramatorsk late on February 1. The 
head of the Donetsk regional military 
administration, Pavlo Kyrylenko, said 
a Russian rocket struck a residential 
building in Kramatorsk.

“The enemy is actively conducting 
reconnaissance, preparing for an 
offensive in certain directions,” 
Ukraine’s General Staff said in its daily 
report early on February 2.

“Despite heavy losses, it continues 
to attempt offensive actions in the 
Lyman, Bakhmut, Avdiyivka and 
Novopavlivka areas [of the Donetsk 
region],” the General Staff said.

The focal point of the monthslong 
battle in Donetsk has been in and 
around Bakh mut, where Russian 

shelling killed at least five civilians 
and wounded 10 on January 31, 
Ukraine’s presidential office said.

Russian forces launched six missile 
strikes on Ukrainian targets during a 
period of 24 hours, four of which hit 

Russia preparing major offensive, Ukrainian military 
says, as shelling kills civilians in Kramatorsk

(Continued on page 17)

Ukrainian rescuers work at the site of a destroyed apartment building in 
Kramatorsk after it was hit by a Russian air strike on February 1.

Serhiy Horbatenko, RFE/RL

RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service

The European Union said it plans 
to hit Russia with a fresh package of 
punitive measures – the 10th since the 
start of its unprovoked invasion of 
Ukraine almost one year ago – as the 

bloc prepares to hold a summit with 
Ukraine’s leadership in the capital, 
Kyiv.

European Commission President 
Ursula von der Leyen and a team of 15 
commissioners arrived in Kyiv on 
February 2 for the first-ever joint 

meeting with Ukraine’s government, 
with Russia’s invasion, launched on 
February 24 last year, and Ukraine’s 
bid for membership to the bloc on the 
agenda.

E.U. says it will slap Russia with more 
sanctions by war anniversary

(Continued on page 17)

Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zelenskyy (center), Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal (right), and European 
Commission President Ursula von der Leyen pose for a picture with other officials before the start of a 

Ukraine-E.U. summit in Kyiv on February 2.

Office of the President of Ukraine
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Ukraine raids Kolomoisky’s home

Agents from the Security Service of 
Ukraine (SBU) and the Bureau of Economic 
Security carried out searches on the homes 
of billionaire tycoon Ihor Kolomoisky and 
ex-Internal Affairs Minister Arsen Avakov 
in an alleged embezzlement case worth 
over $1 billion in what appears to be part of 
an effort to root out corruption amid the 
battle to repel invading Russian forces. The 
SBU said in a post on Telegram that the 
searches on February 1 were carried out as 
part of an investigation into possible finan-
cial crimes involving two oil companies – 
Ukrnafta and Ukrtatnafta – which until late 
last year were partly owned by Mr. 
Kolomoisky, one of Ukraine’s richest men. 
“It was established that illegal mechanisms 
were combined with tax evasion and the 
legalization of funds obtained through 
criminal means,” the SBU said. Neither Mr. 
Kolomoisky nor Mr. Avakov have comment-
ed on the developments. The raids, first 
reported by Ukrainian media, come after 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
last month pledged to eradicate corruption 
amid a high-profile graft scandal. David 
Arakhamia, the leader of the Servant of the 
People faction in parliament, confirmed on 
Telegram that raids were carried out on the 
two men, as well as at the premises of the 
Tax Office. He added that the management 
team of the Customs Service would be dis-
missed and that Ukraine, which was 
plagued by deep-seated corruption before 
Russian troops invaded almost a year ago, 
would undergo a change. “The country will 
change during the war. If someone is not 
ready for change, then the state itself will 
come and help them change,” Mr. Arakha-
mia wrote on Telegram. Mr. Kolomoisky, 
one of Ukraine’s richest men, is a former 
ally of Mr. Zelenskyy and owner of one of 
the country’s most influential television 
channels. He backed Mr. Zelenskyy’s elec-
tion campaign in 2019. Mr. Kolomoisky was 
indicted in the United States in 2020 on 
charges related to large-scale bank fraud. 
U.S. authorities have also alleged that Mr. 
Kolomoisky and a business partner laun-
dered stolen funds through the United 
States. The billionaire has denied any 
wrongdoing. Last year he was deprived of 

Ukrainian citizenship by Mr. Zelenskyy. Mr. 
Avakov said his home was searched by 
security officials on February 1 in an inves-
tigation connected to a purchase of French-
made Airbus helicopters, local media 
reported. On January 18, an Airbus helicop-
ter crashed, killing 14 people including 
Internal Affairs Minister Denys Monastyrs-
kiy and other top ministry officials. Mr 
Avakov, one of Ukraine’s most influential 
officials, resigned in July 2021 after serving 
as internal affairs minister for more than 
seven years. Mr. Zelenskyy on January 23 
said he would make personnel changes at 
senior and lower levels, following the most 
high-profile corruption allegations since 
Russia’s invasion in February 2022. “There 
are already personnel decisions – some 
today, some tomorrow – regarding officials 
at various levels in ministries and other 
central government structures, as well as in 
the regions and in law enforcement,” Mr. 
Zelenskyy said. Mr. Zelenskyy’s announce-
ment came after the deputy infrastructure 
minister was detained by anti-graft author-
ities on suspicion of receiving a $400,000 
bribe over the import of generators in 
September, an allegation the minister 
denies. Separately, the Defense Ministry 
was accused by an investigative newspaper 
of overpaying suppliers for troops’ food. 
The supplier has said a technical mistake 
was to blame and no extra money had been 
paid. Following Mr. Zelenskyy’s pledge to 
clean out corruption, the deputy head of 
the presidential administration, Kyrylo 
Tymoshenko, announced on January 24 
that he had tendered his resignation to the 
head of state. “I thank the President of 
Ukraine Volodymyr Zelenskyy for the trust 
and the opportunity to do good deeds 
every day and every minute,” Mr. Tymo-
shenko wrote on Telegram. On January 25, 
prosecutors in five regions – Zaporizhia, 
Kirovohrad, Poltava, Sumy and Chernihiv – 
were removed from their posts. Ukraine 
has long been marred by widespread cor-
ruption that has weakened the effective-
ness of state institutions, even as the coun-
try faced an increasingly aggressive Russia 
since 2014, culminating with Moscow’s 
full-scale invasion. “The Russian invasion of 

(Continued on page 14)

 NEWS ANALYSIS

by Vladimir Socor
Eurasia Daily Monitor

Russia, immersed in its war on Ukraine, 
does not currently have Moldova in its 
crosshairs, at least as long as Ukraine holds 
out. Russia has adopted a reactive posture 
regarding Moldova. The Kremlin seems to 
refrain from any significant initiative toward 
Moldova – for example, re-launching the 
“5+2” process on Transdniester (also 
known as Transnistria) – unless and until 
the course of the war in Ukraine might open 
that and other opportunities up for Russia.

Moscow has certainly noticed Chisinau’s 
hopes in replacing the 5+2 format with one 
free from Russian control. The Kremlin’s 
reactions thus far have been low-key, infre-
quent and voiced by mid-level officials. 
Thus, the Russian ambassador-at-large, 
Vitaly Tryapitsyn (the Foreign Affairs 
Ministry’s representative in the 5+2 pro-
cess), has called for “reanimating this forum 
… as an opportunity for Russia to renew 
diplomatic contacts with Ukraine and with 
the Western countries” (RIA Novosti, 
September 6, 2022). This statement con-
firmed Russia’s hopes to use a reconvened 
5+2 process as an opportunity to break out 
of isolation and re-enter international diplo-
macy with great-power status.

Russian officials continue describing the 
5+2 forum as indispensable and immutable 
even if it is inactive at this time. “This for-
mat, irrespective of the halt in its work, 

remains the only multilateral mechanism 
for seeking a comprehensive resolution of 
the Transdniester question. Alternatives to 
it do not come into consideration,” declared 
the Foreign Affairs Ministry’s CIS Affairs 
Department Director Aleksei Polishchuk 
(TASS, October 9, 2022). Spokeswoman 
Maria Zakharova provided the following 
comment on Chisinau’s wish for alternative 
platforms: “We definitely disagree and 
regard this as an attempt to break up an 
internationally recognized format to 
resolve the Transdniester conflict” (TASS, 
August 2, 2022). Yet, Moscow’s sporadic 
comments reflect a low level of attention to 
this issue for the time being.

 Germany is a key stakeholder in diplo-
matic activities around the “Transdniester 
conflict” but is not a participant in the 5+2 
format. The European Union is supposed to 
represent the views of Germany and the 
other E.U. member states (which are out-
siders to this process) in the 5+2 negotia-
tions, but Brussels cannot do so effectively 
from its perch as a mere observer. Germany 
has therefore tried to carve out an indepen-
dent role, commensurate to its weight in 
Europe. Berlin has consistently disclaimed 
any intention to substitute for, let alone 
compete with, the 5+2 arrangement. The 
disclaimers have probably aimed to reas-
sure primarily the Russian side that Berlin 
would not act against Moscow’s interests.

by Pavel Luzin
Eurasia Daily Monitor

On January 11, the Russian Ministry of 
Defense once again changed the command 
structure of the Russian forces fighting 
against Ukraine. Army Gen. Valery Gerasi-
mov (born in 1955), former chief of the 
Russian General Staff, finally became the 
commander of Russia’s joint forces in 
Ukraine, replacing Army Gen. Sergei Suro-
vikin (1966), commander of the Russian 
Aerospace Forces (Meduza, January 11). Mr. 
Surovikin had been appointed as the com-
mander of joint forces on October 8, 2022, 
after several attempts by the Kremlin to 
establish a working command structure 
there.

The official reasons for the change 
included the necessity of increasing coordi-
nation between different branches of the 
Russian Armed Forces and improving quali-
ty of logistics as well as overall command 
and control of military groupings 
(Kommersant, January 11, 2022). That 
means Moscow considers that the previous 
efforts under Mr. Surovikin in these key 
aspects were largely unsuccessful. Besides 
Mr. Gerasimov, Army Gen. Oleg Salyukov 
(1955), commander of ground forces, and 
Col. Gen. Alexei Kim (1958), former deputy 
commander of ground forces, who recently 
became a deputy chief of the General Staff, 
were also appointed, along with Mr. 
Surovikin, as Mr. Gerasimov’s deputies in 
his command position.

While Mr. Gerasimov’s appointment is 
the latest re-shuffle for the Russian military, 
it is not the only change that has been made 
to Russia’s top military brass over the past 

11 months. For instance, two commanders 
of Russia’s airborne troops have already 
been dismissed: Col. Gen. Andrei Serdyukov 
(1962), who commanded the troops from 
October 2016 to June 2022, and Col. Gen. 
Mikhail Teplinsky (1969), who was Mr. 
Serdyukov’s successor until he was recently 
dismissed on January 23 (Zona.media, 
January 23, 2023).

The same situation is present in Russia’s 
military districts. In December 2022, the 
Western Military District received its fourth 
commander since the beginning of Russia’s 
all-out aggression against Ukraine: Lt. Gen. 
Yevgeny Nikiforov (1970), former chief of 
staff of the Eastern Military District, 
replaced Col. Gen. Sergei Kuzovlev (1967), 
who was then appointed commander of the 
Southern Military District, after spending 
only a couple of weeks as the Western 
Military District commander (Chita.ru, 
December 30, 2022; RBC, January 23). 
Before Mr. Kuzovlev, Lt. Gen. Roman 
Berdnikov (1974) had commanded the 
Western Military District from September 
to December 2022, when he replaced Col. 
Gen. Aleksandr Zhuravlev (1965), who was 
the district commander in 2018-2022. In 
the Southern Military District, Mr. Kuzovlev 
replaced Army Gen. Aleksandr Dvornikov 
(1961), who had been favored by the 
Kremlin before he failed as a grouping force 
commander from April to May 2022 (BBC.
com/russian, July 20, 2022).

The commander of the Central Military 
District was also changed: Col. Gen. 
Aleksandr Lapin (1964) was replaced by 
Maj. Gen. Aleksandr Lin’kov (N/A), who 

Russian-Ukrainian war should doom  
the ‘5+2’ negotiations on Transdniester

The political considerations behind  
Russia’s military command chaos
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Report: Sanctions on Russia don’t meet expectations

Iran summons Ukrainian diplomat over comments on drone strike

by Mark Raczkiewycz

CHICAGO – As the first-year anniversary 
of Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine 
looms, a report published earlier this week 
found that a multitude of restrictive mea-
sures imposed on the most sanctioned 
country in the world have not had their 
desired effect.

The stated U.S. evolving objectives of 
those sanctions – “to deter further invasion 
of Ukraine … and to deescalate … [and] 
imperil Russia’s ability to raise capital key 
to its acts of aggression” – “haven’t borne 
fruit,” the Washington-based Free Russia 
Foundation said in its report, citing leaked 
Russian customs data.

Since the February 24, 2022, all-out 
attack on Ukraine, Russia has stopped dis-
closing or has restricted access to all for-
eign trade statistics.

“In spring 2022, Russian authorities also 
stopped publishing data on government 

expenditures, debt and oil production,” the 
report said.

Russia amassed a record current 
account surplus of $227 billion last year 
while increasing imports of unmanned aer-
ial vehicles (UAVs), or drones, as well as 
microchips – “two categories of controlled 
commodities critical to the Kremlin’s abili-
ty to wage and sustain military aggression,” 
the report found.

The surplus is also attributed to exports 
of oil and gas that comprise about 40 per-
cent of the country’s hard currency earn-
ings. Those commodities enjoyed skyrock-
eting prices on the world market for most 
of last year before the European Union 
introduced a $60 per barrel cap on Russian 
crude.

The European Commission is currently 
pursuing a price cap of $100 per barrel on 
premium Russian oil products and $45 per 
barrel on discounted products, such as fuel 
oil, Reuters reported.

Although $300 billion worth of Russian 
Central Bank assets have been frozen, the 
Kremlin is on track to regain that amount 
this year. Access to “vast amounts of for-
eign exchange … has been critical to its 
ability” to sustain Russia’s war machine, 
the report found.

“Russia continues earning foreign cur-
rency from the current account surplus, it 
is accumulating new reserves with com-
mercial banks that are not yet sanctioned,” 
the report said.

Reduced imports from the U.S. and the 
E.U. have been replaced by increased trade 
with China, Belarus and Turkey, which 
have taken the lead role of purchasing 
Russian goods. Cyprus and the United Arab 
Emira tes also “actively facilitate circum-
vention of wartime sanctions by Russia,” 
the report said.

Regarding microprocessors, the study 
found that Russian imports increased from 
$1.82 billion in 2021 to $2.45 the following 
year.

With regard to the import of UAVs, 
which have become a significant feature in 
modern warfare and in the Ukrainian bat-
tle theater, Russia purchased $4.9 billion 

worth of drones from China and Hong 
Kong alone in 2022.

Drones are used in warfare to provide 
intelligence, surveillance and reconnais-
sance and can be used to lob unguided and 
guided projectiles and as loitering muni-
tions – or for suicide missions.

Iran, whose Shahed kamikaze suicide 
drones have been widely used by Russia in 
Ukraine, was not listed in the report, pre-
sumably because it supplies them to Russia 
through unofficial channels.

The report also tracked a St. Petersburg 
firm that imported “internal combustion 
engines with spark ignition for radio-con-
trolled aircraft models from China.”

In December, The New York Times con-
ducted its own investigation on the topic. It 
found at least one Russian Kh-101 cruise 
missile, which was fired in late November, 
was manufactured no earlier than October 
2022.

The report was published ahead of the 
E.U.-Ukraine yearly summit that was 
scheduled to take place in Kyiv on Feb ruary 
3.

by Roman Tymotsko

LVIV – Diplomatic relations between 
Kyiv and Tehran heated up in late January 
after a suspected Israeli drone attack struck 
Iranian weapons facilities. 

Following the attacks on January 28, 
which included an oil facility, a senior 
Ukrainian diplomat was summoned over 
his country’s comments that inferred 
karma regarding Tehran’s role in supplying 
Russia with so-called lethal kamikaze 
drones in its war against Ukraine.

Iran subsequently accused Israel of the 
attack and U.S. officials told CNN and 
Reuters that Israel likely conducted the 
drone strikes on Iranian defense, energy 
and weapons production facilities. 

Ukraine’s charge d’affaires was sum-
moned two days after the attack in 
response to what senior presidential aide 
Mykhailo Podolyak tweeted: “Explosive 
night in Iran. Did warn you.”

Iran has acknowledged providing Russia 
with its Shahed loitering munitions but 
insists they were delivered before the full-
scale invasion of February 24. Russia still 
denies using them despite overwhelming 
evidence to the contrary and Ukraine’s 
Defense Intelligence said an additional 

1,700 have been ordered, with an unspeci-
fied batch already having been delivered. 

Moscow has employed its own Lancet 
and Orlan-10 drones on the war front and 
has used the Iranian drones to target 
Ukraine’s critical infrastructure, knocking 
out power facilities in the middle of winter. 

The drone attack targeted a munitions 
plant in Isfahan, a motor oil plant in the 
country’s East Azerbaijan province and an 
airbase in Dizful. Media reports said explo-
sions also occurred in Iran’s capital, Tehran, 
and they suggested Israel was behind the 
attacks. 

Iran said no significant damage was 
done, but Joe Truzman, a Middle East ana-
lyst, tweeted, “Iran’s state media is trying to 
portray the situation as calm after several 
attacks on the country’s defense industry 
and other important facilities were carried 
out overnight. The message says that the 
air traffic in the country is operating in a 
normal mode.”

Mr. Podolyak added on social media that 
“the logic of war is relentless and murder-
ous, and issues hard bills to the authors and 
accomplices.”

Ukraine’s Foreign Affairs Ministry issued 
a statement after the summons on Februa-
ry 2 emphasizing Kyiv’s repeated caution to 

Tehran of abetting Russia’s war against 
Ukraine, which started in early 2014. 

“Ukraine has repeatedly warned Iran of 
the potential consequences of its coopera-
tion with Russia in the supply of missiles 
and drones,” Foreign Affairs Ministry 
spokesperson Oleh Nikolenko said on 
Facebook. “As Persian folk wisdom says: do 
no harm to others, and you will not harm 
yourself.”

In December, Mr. Nikolenko said, “suffi-
cient evidence” was provided to Iran that 
its drones were being employed in Ukraine 
while warning Tehran that the “conse-
quences for supporting the war against 
Ukraine for Iran will be much larger than 
the potential benefit from its cooperation 
with Russia.”

There are signs that Russian-Iranian 
cooperation is only deepening. 

Ukraine’s Air Force spokesperson Yurii 
Ihnat said that Moscow is pursing the pur-
chase of Iranian ballistic missiles, projec-
tiles that Ukraine cannot intercept with its 
current air-defense system in place. 

“Russia has not abandoned its intention 
to receive kamikaze drones and missiles 
from Iran, including the Fateh and 
Zolfaghar ballistics. We have no means to 
defend against ballistics today,” Mr. Ihnat 

said on national television.
However, Mr. Ihnat emphasized that 

Ukraine’s allies understand the challenges 
faced by the country and the shift toward 
countermeasures against ballistic threats.

“Our partners understand that counter-
measures such as the Patriot PAC-3 and 
SAMP-T are needed against ballistic threats. 
We see a positive shift as Italy and France 
have declared their readiness to transfer 
these systems,” he said.

In October, Reuters reported that Iran 
had promised to provide Russia with weap-
ons Moscow wanted, including drones and 
the Fateh and Zolfaghar ballistic missiles, 
citing two Iranian officials and two Iranian 
diplomats.

“The Russians had asked for more 
drones and those Iranian ballistic missiles 
with improved accuracy, particularly the 
Fateh and Zolfaghar missiles family,” one of 
the Iranian diplomats said, according to 
Reuters.

Israel’s diplomatic envoy to Berlin, Ron 
Prosor, told a German media outlet on 
January 28 that his country is helping 
Ukraine secretly.

“We help – albeit behind the scenes – 
and much more than is known,” he told the 
Morgenpost newspaper. 

Kremlin ‘fairly quickly’ found alternative routes  
to import components critical to waging war

A bar graph shows how much Russia spent to import unmanned aerial vehicles, or 
drones, in 2022. 

Free Russia Foundation/Federal Customs Service of Russia

A bar graph shows that Russia’s imports of semiconductors and electronic integrated 
circuits increased on a year-to-year basis in 2022 despite sanctions imposed that were 

enacted to prevent such growth. (Continued on page 9)
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In arrest of former top FBI agent, shadow of Russian oligarch Deripaska looms – again
 by Mike Eckel

RFE/RL

On November 21, 2021, FBI agents act-
ing on a court-ordered search warrant 
seized the personal electronic devices – cell 
phones, computers, tablets and similar 
items – of a former Russian diplomat and a 
retired FBI agent.

The seizure went unnoticed publicly. No 
details were announced, either by the U.S. 
Justice Department or by the two men 
themselves: where, when, who, why.

Eight days later, a new filing appeared in 
the Justice Department’s Foreign Agent 
database, where people and companies 
who represent foreign principals are legally 
required to disclose their clients and activi-
ties. The filing was by Sergei Shesta kov, a 
former Russian diplomat who later worked 
as a translator for the Manhattan U.S. attor-
ney’s office.

The filing indicated that a top official 
from the company belonging to Russian 
tycoon Oleg Deripaska had sought “profes-
sional assistance” from Mr. Shestakov. The 
official, identified as Yevgeny Fokin, com-
municated periodically with Mr. Shestakov, 
and Mr. Shestakov said he sought the help 
of Charles McGonigal – “a security profes-
sional.”

Less than a month later, Mr. Shestakov 
submitted an updated filing, saying he was 
ending his registration for work on behalf 
of Mr. Fokin.

Fast-forward exactly 14 months: Messrs. 
McGonigal and Shestakov were arrested by 
FBI agents on January 21 and charged with 
money laundering, making false statements 
and helping Mr. Deripaska evade U.S. finan-
cial sanctions imposed on him in 2018.

The case has stunned people in U.S. 
intelligence and law enforcement for multi-
ple reasons. The main reason: Until 2018, 
Mr. McGonigal – a 22-year veteran of the 
FBI – was the bureau’s top agent in charge 
of counterintelligence, supervising and par-
ticipating in investigations of Russian spies 
and moles in the United States – not to 
mention oligarchs.

That includes Mr. Deripaska.
“It definitely shocked me, and here I 

thought I was unflappable,” said Miriam 
Baer, a former assistant U.S. attorney in the 
Southern District of New York, the power-
ful Manhattan federal prosecutors’ office 
that brought the charges against Mr. 
McGonigal – and that Mr. McGonigal likely 
worked with in the past.

The troubling questions now, Ms. Baer 
says, are not only why Mr. McGonigal alleg-
edly committed criminal acts, but whether 
he acted alone, whether others were aware 
and why no one in a premier FBI office 
picked up on what was going on.

“If this was a true ‘rogue’ agent, then 
perhaps there is no worry of overlap with” 
cases overseen by the Southern District, 
said Ms. Baer, now a professor of law at 
Brooklyn Law School. “If his behavior 
implicates a broader conspiracy that 
involves other FBI personnel, then I would 
think overlap more likely and therefore a 
greater concern.”

The case also turns the spotlight back on 
Mr. Deripaska, a billionaire businessman 
with close ties to the Kremlin who has been 
on the radar of U.S. intelligence and law 
enforcement agencies, not to mention polit-
ical circles, for at least two decades.

“The ability of [Mr. Deripaska] to pene-
trate powerful legal circles and now law 
enforcement circles is quite amazing,” said 
Louise Shelley, an academic who studies 
corruption and transnational crime at 
George Mason University and who 
appeared on a panel discussion with Mr. 

McGonigal in 2020.
“It is a case of enablers on steroids,” she 

told RFE/RL.
Mr. McGonigal, who was arrested as he 

arrived at New York’s John F. Kennedy 
International Airport on January 21, was 
released on bail after entering a not-guilty 
plea during his first court appearance. His 
next appearance is scheduled for March.

“As you all know, Charlie’s had a long, 
distinguished career with the FBI,” his 
defense lawyer, Seth DuCharme, told 
reporters outside the courthouse. “He 
served the United States for decades. This 
is obviously a distressing day for Mr. 
McGonigal and his family.”

‘A broad, multimillion-dollar  
political influence campaign’

The charges Mr. McGonigal faces stem 
from two indictments: one was filed by 
Washington, D.C., federal prosecutors and 
addresses work that they say Mr. McGoni-
gal did on behalf of Albanian interests, 
including not disclosing an “ongoing rela-
tionship with the prime minister of Alba-
nia.”

The second, filed in New York, concerns 
Mr. Deripaska, who has been dogged for 
years by reports of connections to suspect-
ed organized-crime groups, including to 
Semyon Mogilevich, a Russian-Ukrainian 
businessman formerly on the FBI’s Top-Ten 
Most Wanted List.

Mr. Deripaska did not respond to an 
e-mail sent via his holding company EN+. A 
spokeswoman, meanwhile, told The New 
York Times that Mr. Deripaska did not hire 
Mr. McGonigal for any purpose and also 
that Mr. Deripaska had never been close to 
Russian President Vladimir Putin.

Many Russia experts, and U.S. officials, 
have long concluded that oligarchs like Mr. 
Deripaska are able to retain their fortunes 
so long as they stay on the good side of 
Putin and the Kremlin. U.S. State Depart-
ment officials say Mr. Deripaska has partic-
ularly close personal relations with Russia’s 
Foreign Affairs Minister Sergei Lavrov.

Beginning in 2006, the State Department 
denied Mr. Deripaska a visa, citing concerns 
about ties to organized crime. The difficul-
ties led him to enlist the lobbying influence 
of former Republican Senate leader Bob 
Dole and, later, the work of an influential 
Washington lobbying firm run by a former 
chairman of the Republican Party.

Mr. Deripaska also developed a business 
relationship with another Republican polit-
ical operative who had worked for Mr. Dole: 
Paul Manafort. Mr. Manafort tried to resolve 
Mr. Deripaska’s visa problems in the 2000s, 
but the two had a falling out after a failed 
business venture.

Later, Mr. Manafort served as campaign 
manager for Donald Trump’s U.S. presiden-
tial campaign in 2016, until revelations 
about his work for pro-Russian politicians 
in Ukraine led to his firing. He also allegedly 
passed secret campaign information to a 
Russian-Ukrainian man named Konstantin 
Kilimnik, who worked for Mr. Deripaska 
and who was described by the Senate 
Intelligence Committee as “a Russian intel-
ligence officer.”

Mr. Deripaska managed to travel to the 
United States more than a half-dozen times 
between 2011 and 2014 using a Russian 
diplomatic passport, a U.S. State Depart-
ment official told RFE/RL. That was later 
backed up by court documents filed in 
another U.S. lawsuit involving Mr. Deri-
paska.

In 2009, Mr. Deripaska reportedly trav-
eled to the United States under a secret 
arrangement with the FBI.

Mr. Manafort was later prosecuted and 

convicted by a federal jury on money-laun-
dering and bank-fraud charges in 2018. He 
was pardoned by Mr. Trump in December 
2020, just weeks before the end of Mr. 
Trump’s presidency.

A 2020 report released by the Senate 
Intelligence Committee highlighted Mr. 
Manafort’s dealings, saying that between 
2004 and 2009 “[Mr.] Manafort implement-
ed these influence operations on behalf of 
[Mr.] Deripaska, including a broad, multi-
million-dollar political influence campaign 
directed at numerous countries of interest 
to [Mr.] Deripaska and the Russian govern-
ment.”

Between 2014 and 2016, Mr. Deripaska 
was targeted by U.S. law enforcement for 
another reason. According to The New York 
Times, Justice Department officials tried 
unsuccessfully to enlist him as an infor-
mant, to glean insight into Russian orga-
nized crime and Kremlin thinking.

In April 2018, Mr. Deripaska and his alu-
minum company were hit with sanctions.

In October 2021, the FBI raided two 
homes owned by Mr. Deripaska or related 
legal entities, in New York and Washington, 
D.C. Mr. Deripaska vented about the raids 
and what he called “the transcendental stu-
pidity ... of the American establishment.”

The next month, FBI agents seized the 
cell phones and other equipment from 
Messrs. McGonigal and Shestakov.

‘Supervised ... investigations of 
Russian oligarchs, including Mr. 

Deripaska’

Mr. McGonigal got his start with the FBI 
in 1996, when he was first assigned to the 
bureau’s New York office, where he worked 
on “Russian foreign counterintelligence and 
organized crime matters,” according to his 
official biography.

He worked for years in Washington on 
counterespionage cases.

In 2016, he was named special agent in 
charge of the New York office’s counterin-
telligence division, where he “supervised 
and participated in investigations of Rus-
sian oligarchs, including [Mr.] Deri paska,” 
according to the indictment.

According to Senate testimony in 2000 
from a top Justice Department official, Mr. 
McGonigal was also instrumental in launch-
ing Operation Crossfire Hurricane – the 
FBI’s investigation into Mr. Trump’s cam-
paign and possible links to Russian influ-
ence.

In 2018, prosecutors said, Mr. McGonigal 
was introduced by Mr. Shestakov to a man 
whom they said “worked for and reported 
to [Mr.] Deripaska and served as an officer 
of a corporation that was primarily owned 

by Mr. Deripaska.”
It’s unclear how and when Messrs. 

McGonigal and Shestakov first met. 
However, Mr. Shestakov, who had a home in 
Connecticut, worked as an authorized 
translator for federal courts and also for the 
Manhattan U.S. attorney’s office, where he 
likely encountered Mr. McGonigal.

Mr. Shestakov retired from the Russian 
foreign service in 1993, and later became a 
naturalized U.S. citizen.

Like Mr. Shestakov, a man identified as 
“Agent-1” in the indictment worked for the 
Soviet and Russian foreign affairs minis-
tries. He was also “rumored in public media 
reports to be a Russian intelligence officer.”

The man is not identified, but Mr. Shes-
takov’s FARA filing, along with other 
Russian and Western media reports, point 
to Yevgeny Fokin, currently the director of 
international cooperation for EN+, the alu-
minum and power-generation holding 
company controlled by Mr. Deripaska.

Mr. Fokin did not respond to messages 
sent via LinkedIn. An e-mail sent to the EN+ 
press service did not receive an immediate 
reply.

In the spring of 2018, according to the 
indictment, Mr. Shestakov introduced Mr. 
McGonigal to “Agent-1,” who then asked Mr. 
McGonigal for help in arranging an intern-
ship for “Agent-1’s” daughter with the New 
York Police Department. Mr. McGonigal 
agreed to help and informed a supervisor 
that he wanted to recruit “Agent 1.” It’s 
unclear if Mr. McGonigal was successful.

In September 2018, he retired from the 
FBI and joined the private sector.

The following year, Mr. McGonigal was 
hired by a Washington law firm to work as 
a consultant on efforts to get Mr. Deripaska 
removed from the U.S. Treasury’s sanctions 
list. According to the indictment, he 
arranged for $25,000 to be sent monthly to 
a bank account controlled by Mr. Shestakov.

While employed by the FBI, Mr. 
McGonigal’s job allowed him to access clas-
sified information, including, the indict-
ment said, a then-secret list of Russians 
who the Treasury Department were con-
sidering for sanctions, a list that included 
Mr. Deripaska.

The indictment also alleges that through 
“Agent-1,” Mr. Deripaska hired Mr. McGoni-
gal to investigate a rival Russian oligarch.

That tycoon is not named, though the fil-
ing indicates that he and Mr. Deripaska 
were fighting for control over a “large 
Russian corporation” and the oligarch 
might have offshore assets or a foreign citi-
zenship. Messrs. McGonigal and Shestakov 
allegedly used pseudonyms in electronic 
communications to obscure Mr. Deripaska’s 
name, calling him: “you know whom,” and 
“the big guy,” “our friend from Vienna” and 
“the client.”

According to the indictment, Mr. 
McGoni gal was negotiating with Agent-1, 
and Mr. Deripaska, in October 2021 for pay-
ment for a large number of files found on 
the “dark web” – part of the Internet that is 
largely hidden from easy viewing – that 
reportedly related to the rival oligarch.

The next month, the FBI seized Mr. 
McGonigal’s and Mr. Shestakov’s cell 
phones and computers.

Money laundering, not espionage

Prosecutors’ specific criminal allegations 
do not address directly Mr. McGonigal’s 
alleged accessing of the classified database, 
nor do they address the question of his 
helping the daughter of “Agent 1” gain an 
internship.

For some legal observers, that’s raised 

(Continued on page 9)

Oleg Deripaska, a billionaire Russian 
businessman with close ties to the Krem-
lin, has been on the radar of U.S. intelli-
gence and law enforcement agencies, not 
to mention political circles, for at least 

two decades.

@DeripaskaOleg/Twitter
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International Olympic Committee says Russian athletes may be allowed to compete at 2024 Paris Olympics
by Ihor N. Stelmach

Defying Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy’s call to exclude Russian and 
Belarusian athletes from the 2024 Paris 
Summer Olympics, the International 
Olympic Committee (IOC) announced it 
would explore the option of allowing them 
to compete at the Games as neutral athletes.

The IOC referenced a “unifying mission” 
during wartime, stating that no athlete 
should face discrimination based solely on 
the passport they hold.

In an official statement issued after its 
executive board meeting, the IOC said that, 
“A pathway for athletes’ participation in 
competition under strict conditions should 
be further explored.”

IOC President Thomas Bach did not hold 
his traditional news conference after the 
meeting.

There was no direct condemnation of 
Russia in the IOC’s statement, although 
Russian and Belarusian athletes who have 
been “actively supporting the war in 
Ukraine” should expect to be excluded from 
the upcoming Paris Games, per the IOC.

The IOC’s statement referenced the 
1992 Olympics in Barcelona where 
Yugoslavians were allowed to compete as 
“independent athletes” while the country 
was under United Nations sanctions 
because of a civil war in their country.

The Olympic hierarchy’s willingness to 
permit Russian and Belarusian athletes to 
compete in Paris drew a vehemently angry 
reaction from Ukraine. President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy spoke on the issue a day 
earlier after a conversation with French 
President Emmanuel Macron, who was a 
major force in campaigning for the Paris 
Olympics in 2017.

Writing on Telegram on January 24, Mr. 
Zelenskyy said, “I particularly emphasized 
that athletes from Russia should have no 
place at the Olympic Games in Paris.”

The IOC Board called their executive 
meeting in order to formalize an official 
position on the matter after a series of con-
ference calls the prior week with Olympic 
officials, national sports governing bodies, 
IOC member countries and athlete repre-
sentatives.

The IOC said its stated goals were sup-

ported by a “vast majority” of those who 
were involved in the calls despite some pro-
tests and disagreements, including those 
voiced by the Olympic Committee of Ukraine.

Competing Russian and Belarusian ath-
letes would be officially classified as “neu-
tral athletes” and “in no way represent their 
state or any other organization in their 
country,” the IOC said.

Russian athletes have not participated 
under the country’s name at any Olympics 
since the 2016 Olympics in Rio de Janeiro 
because of doping violations.

Most recently, Russian tennis players 
have taken part in high-profile competi-
tions without their national symbols, such 
as anthems and flags.

Some Russian athletes have reportedly 
received funding and support from their 
military, and some have been awarded mili-
tary ranks.

The IOC’s statement also suggested that 
the onus to enforce their decision would lie 
with individual sports governing bodies, 
which would be responsible for ensuring 
that any Russian athlete who publicly sup-
ports the war is banned from competition, 

suspended and reported to the IOC.
The IOC also called on sports bodies to 

demonstrate their “full and unwavering 
commitment to solidarity with the 
Ukrainian athletes” who are preparing for 
the Paris Olympics under extremely adverse 
conditions with their homeland embroiled 
in a year-long war launched by Russia.

On January 26, Russia and Belarus were 
invited to compete at the Asian Games, an 
important Olympic qualifier.

In an attempt to rally support against the 
IOC-proposed plan, Ukraine’s Foreign 
Affairs Minister Dmytro Kuleba wrote on 
Twitter on January 26 that the “IOC has 
been disregarding Russian war crimes, 
claiming that ‘no athlete should be prevent-
ed from competing just because of their 
passport,’ while Ukrainian athletes contin-
ue to be killed by Russia because of their 
passports. I urge all sports figures to make 
their stance known.”

Meanwhile, the Olympic Council of Asia 
(OCA) offered Russian and Belarusian ath-
letes the opportunity to take part in Asian 

For Putin, the war in Ukraine is hard to win and even harder to end
by Vazha Tavberidze

RFE/RL

Lawrence Freedman has spent his career 
studying war and diplomacy. A British histo-
rian, he specializes in international rela-
tions, foreign policy and strategy. He has 
written academic works on the Cold War, 
nuclear deterrence and the politics of mili-
tary operations. In 2019, Oxford Univer sity 
Press published his book “Ukraine and the 
Art of Strategy,” an “account of the origins 
and course of the Russia-Ukraine conflict 
through the lens of strategy.”

A prolific commentator on contemporary 
defense and foreign policy issues, he served 
as a member of the Chilcot Inquiry, a probe 
into the U.K.’s role in the Iraq War.

Mr. Freedman spoke to RFE/RL’s 
Georgian Service about the futility of the 
war in Ukraine, the likelihood of total victory 
for either side, and why he doesn’t think 
Russian President Vladimir Putin will use a 
nuclear weapon.

RFE/RL: A recurring theme in your 
books on strategy is that wars rarely, if ever, 
go as planned. And when they don’t, then 
it’s all about costs for the errors made. Is 
the Ukraine war a classic case of that? If 
yes, what does that mean for Russia?

Mr. Freedman: It’s an extreme case, in 
some ways. [Some of us] were skeptical 
about whether Russia would go to war. I 
never dismissed it; you could never dismiss 
the possibility. But the grounds to be skep-
tical were largely on the basis that it was 
very hard to see how Russia could ever win 
– just because of the size of Ukraine and the 
size of the population, the forces, the man-
power, that would be needed to be commit-
ted indefinitely, to deal with insurgencies 
and resistance and so on and so forth.

[Russia wasn’t] even successful in the 
initial military operation [in Ukraine]. So, 
this is an even better example [of wars not 
going to plan] than, say, Iraq in 2003. 
Because in Iraq in 2003, the military side of 
it went to plan initially; the problem was in 
the aftermath. They never even got to the 
aftermath in this war.

Instead of a few days, which [would end] 

up with a puppet government in Kyiv, 
you’ve now got this deadly war, which has 
shattered Ukraine and taken a decade of 
military modernization out of Russia, and 
seen tens of thousands – possibly over 
100,000 – killed. For very little gain. The 
gains that the Russians made were largely 
made at the start of the war. Some they 
then relinquished because they couldn’t 
hold them; others they’ve been forced out 
[of].

If you look at military progress for 
Russia, even taking into account Soledar [a 
town in the Donetsk region] the other day, 
possibly Bakhmut [a city in the Donetsk 
region] to come, it’s very marginal. And 
what they’ve seized has been destroyed in 
the process. So, it’s not as if they captured 
great assets.

So, this is really an unusually futile war.
RFE/RL: Speaking of Iraq, your curt, yet 

very telling, reply on the lessons for Britain 
regarding its involvement in the Iraq War 
was, “Don’t do it again.” Do you at any point 
see the Russians embracing that bit of self-
evident wisdom?

Mr. Freedman: I think at the moment 
it’s evident that there are many Russians 
who are fully aware of how badly this has 
gone, how none of [Russia’s] objectives 
have truly been achieved, and that this has 
set the country back years.

The economy did all right last year 
because of the energy prices, but energy 
prices have fallen, and they’ve lost their 
market. There’s no investment going into 
Russia. So, it’s now in a period of economic 
decline, however fast.

So, a lot of Russians are well aware of 
that. But there’s sort of a rallying effect 
going on. It’s not an atmosphere in which 
people are going to express treasonable 
thoughts. And so, I suspect, among many 
Russians, they’re in a state of denial. I think 
the problem for Putin is, in a sense, ending 
this without his objectives achieved.

RFE/RL: Can he end it?
Mr. Freedman: I think it’s very difficult 

for him because as soon as he ends it, 
there’s a reckoning. And the cost of this 
war will have to be posed against whatever 

has been gained. I think this is affecting 
strategy at the moment. … My one explana-
tion of what’s going on, and the ferocity 
with which they’ve gone for Bakhmut, is 
that they still have this idea that, if only 
they can take all of Donetsk and hold on to 
all of Luhansk, that might work.

RFE/RL: That might work as a victory? 
A victory they can sell?

Mr. Freedman: It could possibly work 
as a victory that they could sell. Their prob-
lem is the Ukrainians [at] most might 
accept a cease-fire. They certainly won’t 
agree to [a cease-fire] in terms of transfer 
of sovereignty. So, it doesn’t get you very far 
in practice. It just means you’re left with an 
inherently unstable situation. But that’s 
what you’re going to be left with anyway, as 
a result of this, until such time as you’ve got 
a different Russian government with a dif-
ferent attitude toward Ukraine.

So, the basic lesson of wars is they’re 
easier to start than to end. One has to keep 
in mind that this war in practice started in 
2014. But it was contained – and one of the 
issues for the future is whether it can be 
contained again in some way. [The conflict] 
wasn’t frozen; people still died. But wheth-
er it will be frozen in some way in the 
future, I don’t know. Among the possibili-
ties, [a frozen conflict] is as likely as others.

A full peace deal I find almost impossi-
ble to see at the moment, because of the 
reparations, war crimes issues. In ending 
this war, you need a different government 
in Moscow, or you need Putin in some way 
to be sidelined. And there’s no sign of that 
at the moment. But it could happen. I 
mean, nobody really knows what’s going 
on in Moscow.

RFE/RL: Is an agreed cease-fire a more 
likely scenario than an outright victory for 
one side or another?

Mr. Freedman: I don’t think Russia 
could win outright victory because I just 
don’t see how it can subjugate Ukraine 
now. So, it can redefine victory.

RFE/RL: Can Russia be defeated out-
right?

Mr. Freedman: If Ukraine was able to 

push Russian forces out of all of Ukraine, 
that would be a defeat. It’s not wholly 
impossible, but I think at the moment it’s 
very difficult. It’s not impossible. I think to 
lose Crimea would be unequivocally a big 
defeat for Putin. To have the Russians being 
pushed back elsewhere – to the 2013 bor-
ders or the 1991 borders – could probably 
be manageable with guarantees for 
Russian speakers and so on. My guess is 
that there comes a point when there’s not a 
lot of value in holding on to what are essen-
tially the same enclaves with which they 
started this with.

I’m not convinced that, if I was a 
Ukrainian general, I would be that both-
ered about expecting to have to push the 
Russians back every inch of the way. I think 
at a certain point the need of the Russian 
forces to reconstitute themselves and the 
meaninglessness of [holding] bits of terri-
tory, if that’s all they’re holding on to, 
would probably mean it would suit [the 
Russian forces] to have a disengagement in 
the hope of giving them some breathing 
space.

On balance, the Ukrainians have got 
more chance of winning than the Russians, 
who I don’t think have got any chance at all 
in terms of their original objectives. But 
they might reconceptualize [those]. But for 
the Ukrainians, it’s very difficult, as well, 
which is why it’s more likely to have a 
messy conclusion than a neat and tidy one 
that’ll last for some time.

RFE/RL: What about a flawed, partial 
victory for Ukraine? How could that possi-
bly look?

Mr. Freedman: If you look back at what 
was being said by [Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr] Zelenskyy early on in the war, 
they could have lived, I think, with going 
back to February 23 [borders]. They might 
not have accepted it, but [Mr.] Zelenskyy 
was clearly thinking about shared citizen-
ship solutions to some of the problems. 
There were ways, I think, in which they 
could imagine living with the situation.

That’s become much more difficult. 

 INTERVIEW
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The International Olympic Committee (IOC) suggested on January 25 that it could 
officially allow athletes from Russia and Belarus to compete at the 2024 Olympics in 
Paris, so long as they do so under a neutral banner, meaning that they bear no sym-
bols from their home countries. The announcement came despite a plea from 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy who asked the IOC to exclude Russian 
and Belarusian athletes from the Games entirely. The situation got worse after it was 
announced that athletes from Russia and Belarus were invited to compete at the 
Asian Games, which serves as an Olympic qualifier.

In announcing its decision, the IOC cited its “unifying mission” during a time of 
war. It said that, because no athletes should face discrimination as a result of their 
passport, “a pathway for athletes’ participation in competition under strict condi-
tions should therefore be further explored.” It is an outrageously shameful decision 
by the IOC that was correctly and quickly slammed by Ukraine and many of its clos-
est Eastern European allies. Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said in his 
nightly video address that, “attempts by the International Olympic Committee to 
bring Russian athletes back into the Olympic Games are attempts to tell the whole 
world that terror is somehow acceptable. He stressed that Russia must not be 
allowed to “use [the Olympics] or any other sport event as propaganda for its 
aggression or its state chauvinism.”

Mykhaylo Podolyak, a senior advisor to Mr. Zelenskyy, was also unrestrained in 
his criticism of the IOC. “[The] IOC is a promoter of war, murder and destruction. The 
IOC watches with pleasure Russia destroying Ukraine and then offers Russia a plat-
form to promote genocide and encourages their further killings. Obviously Russian 
money that buys Olympic hypocrisy doesn’t have a smell of Ukrainian blood,” he 
wrote on Twitter.

What makes the IOC’s position all the more appalling is that, in the face of fierce 
criticism, it doubled down and rejected Ukraine’s accusation “in the strongest possi-
ble terms.” Mr. Podolyak’s comments “cannot serve as a basis for any constructive 
discussion,” the IOC said, according to a statement quoted by Reuters.

We commend Ukraine’s allies, among them the three Baltic countries and Poland, 
which also immediately criticized the IOC’s position. The sports ministers from 
those four countries issued a joint statement on February 2 saying that the IOC’s 
decision would “legitimize the political decisions and extensive propaganda of these 
countries [Russia and Belarus].”

“We strongly appreciate all international sports organizations and federations 
that have removed players and representatives of Russia and Belarus from interna-
tional competitions and from their organizations, and we urge them not to change 
their position until Russia and Belarus stop their aggression against Ukraine,” the 
statement from Lithuania, Estonia, Latvia and Poland said.

Some have pointed out that the IOC has since backtracked after it said that sport-
ing sanctions levied by the IOC on Russia and Belarus in the days after Russia 
launched its invasion were “not negotiable.” But Ukraine and its allies are right to 
insist that athletes, particularly those who have been vocal supporters of Russia’s 
war on Ukraine, must not be allowed to compete in the Games. The IOC should live 
by the words found in its own charter. The second of seven fundamental principles 
of Olympism in the Olympic Charter reads as follows: “The goal of Olympism is to 
place sport at the service of the harmonious development of humankind, with a 
view to promoting a peaceful society concerned with the preservation of human dig-
nity.”

The Ukrainian Weekly

Seventy-eight years ago, on February 11, 1945, the Yalta 
Conference concluded. It brought together the “Big Three” of the 
Allied powers – President Franklin D. Roosevelt of the United 
States of America, Prime Minister Winston Churchill of Great 
Britain and Joseph Stalin of the Soviet Union – to discuss closer 

coordination against Nazi Germany and later, it was hoped, against Japan.
The front-page editorial about the conference in The Ukrainian Weekly noted that, ini-

tially, there was optimism for a quick victory, rather than a lasting peace. “From the political 
viewpoint,” the editorial continued, “the Yalta conference was not as successful as it was in 
the military sphere, especially in the matter of securing post-war peace in Eastern Europe. 
The main reason for this, as it appears to us, is that international justice, the right of a dem-
ocratic people to determine their national destinies, played but a secondary role at the 
meeting. The emphasis was simply on power politics, and the devil take the hindmost.”

At this point in the war, the Soviets occupied eastern Germany and all of Eastern 
Europe, and the West was seen as non-committal in securing justice and peace in Europe 
after the war.

“One of the chief sources of [Stalin’s] satisfaction [with the results of the Yalta confer-
ence], no doubt is the fact that now he has all of Ukraine, and exactly where he always had 
wanted it in the palm of his hand,” the editorial added. “To be sure, there is still the small 
Carpatho-Ukraine, but he is bound to get that eventually, in one form or another. What is 
most important to him now is that his hold upon western Ukraine, formerly under Poland, 
is now secure, for it has Churchill’s and Roosevelt’s approval, in the form of the Curzon line 
decision made at Yalta.”

It was expected at the time that with Ukraine under Kremlin rule, the Soviets would 
claim that anything that happens on that territory would be an internal problem to be 
dealt with in any manner that the Kremlin saw fit. And it would quash independence 
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Turning the pages back...

by Richard Arnold
Eurasia Daily Monitor

Western analysts have recently devoted 
much attention to the religious dimension 
of Russia’s war against Ukraine and the 
true measure of influence that Patriarch 
Kirill of the Russian Orthodox Church 
wields over President Vladimir Putin (see 
Eurasia Daily Monitor, January 25). 
Moscow’s proposed unilateral ceasefire on 
January 6, the traditional date of Christmas 
in the Julian calendar used by the Russian 
and Ukrainian Orthodox churches, may 
partly be read as a confirmation of the cen-
tral role religion plays in the ongoing con-
flict (Mk.ru, January 6).

Ostensibly, at least, the Russian side 
called for a ceasefire to afford soldiers on 
both sides “the opportunity to attend [reli-
gious] services on Christmas Eve and 
Christmas Day” (Kremlin.ru, January 5). It 
may be that the seemingly antiquated reli-
gious element of the ceasefire was in fact a 
fig leaf to cover Russia’s desire to pause 
combat operations to regather its troops 

and replenish its heavily decimated man-
power, as Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy alleged (Pravda.com.ua, January 
5). Yet, even if this was the case, it remains 
significant that religious considerations 
formed the core of the Russian proposal.

Another feature seemingly belonging to 
an earlier era is the presence of Cossack 
warriors among the Russian forces fighting 
in Ukraine who resemble nothing so much 
as the Crusaders or Teutonic Knights. The 
number of Cossacks fighting in the Russo-
Ukrainian conflict, which is being fought 
over historically Cossack lands, has been 
increasing since the start of the invasion 
and now stands at 15,500 according to 
Cossack sources (Vsko.ru, December 31, 
2022). This is nearly seven times more than 
expert estimates of the number of Chechen 
fighters led by Ramzan Kadyrov and is sec-
ond only to the 50,000 units from the 
Wagner Group (40,000 being early-release 
prisoners and the other 10,000 being con-
tractors) reportedly fighting in Ukraine (see 

The following commentary first appeared in a January issue of The Jabberwock, the stu-
dent-run newspaper at Maggie L. Walker Governor’s School in Richmond, Va. It can be found 
on the newspaper’s website: https://www.thejwock.com/democracy-sovereignty-and-trage-
dy-in-ukraine.

by Sonia Chornodolsky

The invasion of Ukraine by Russia has 
overwhelmed news outlets with heart-
breaking updates and statistics for over 
nine months. Ukraine, in defense of its sov-
ereign right, has fought valiantly to expel 
Russia and end its plans of domination. 
According to the Brookings Institute, nearly 
one-third of 44.8 million Ukrainians have 
been displaced, and up to 13,000 soldiers 
and 6,700 civilians have died because of the 
conflict. The economic and geopolitical 
effect has been staggering – from increased 
gas prices over the summer to a looming 
food crisis, as Ukraine and Russia together 
produce one-third of the world’s wheat and 
barley supply and over 70 percent of its 
sunflower oil, according to the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA).

These facts weigh heavy in the hearts of 
Ukrainian Americans, myself included. 
Fresh in the mind of my grandparents’ gen-
eration is the destruction caused by the 
Holodomor, a man-made famine designed 
by the USSR between 1932-1933 that 
resulted in some 6 million Ukrainian 
deaths. This recent assault is yet another 
reminder of Russia’s relentless obsession 
with dominating Ukraine.

There is a misconception surrounding 
Ukraine and Russia’s relationship, and 
whether the two countries are truly sepa-
rate entities. One of Russian President 
Vladimir Putin’s core rationales for invad-
ing Ukraine is that Russia and Ukraine 
share the same history and culture and 
therefore must be united. However, from a 
political, social and cultural standpoint, the 
two countries are very much different. 
Furthermore, an intertwined history does 
not validate a hostile invasion to absorb a 
democratic nation.

The war in Ukraine affects everyone, and 
as citizens of a free and democratic state, we 
should be educated about events in Ukraine 

– a violent assault on the sovereign demo-
cratic process. As the conflict continues, a 
great concern is the biting Ukrainian winter, 
bringing frigid temperatures and harsh 
weather along with it. Russian assaults on 
Ukrainian cities, housing and infrastructure, 
notably heat sources, have left Ukrainians 
without reliable heating and vulnerable to 
hypothermia and illness. Along with the 
destruction of housing, increasingly recur-
rent Russian bombings of electrical infra-
structure and thermal power plants are 
leaving families without electricity and with-
out alternate heating sources, such as space 
heaters. Many towns have rallied to collect 
and stockpile firewood and secure broken 
windows and walls to conserve heat.

“Heating hubs” are being prepared in rel-
ative secrecy to provide those without heat-
ing with safe warming tents. The Ukrainian 
government and humanitarian organiza-
tions are both bracing for a long and strenu-
ous winter ahead. In Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy’s daily video updates, 
he urges Ukrainians that, “We must do 
everything we can to survive this winter, no 
matter how harsh it is.” Ukraine’s enduring 
strength and stamina are shown in Mr. 
Zelenskyy’s words. The people of Ukraine 
are not willing to give up, and their survival 
as a people is contingent on individuals’ sur-
vival throughout this winter.

If you’re wondering what you and your 
family can do to help Ukrainians, donations 
to humanitarian aid are highly impactful 
and can provide funds for supplies, emer-
gency aid and repairs to infrastructure for 
Ukrainians. Organizations supporting 
Ukraine include the United Nations 
Children’s Fund (UNICEF), Mercy Corps, 
the Ukrainian Red Cross, GlobalGiving and 
many more.

Sonia Chornodolsky is a 15-year-old stu-
dent at Maggie L. Walker Governor’s School 
in Richmond, Va.

The Kremlin’s ‘holy war’  
and its Cossack crusaders

Democracy, sovereignty  
and tragedy in Ukraine

Shame on the IOC

 COMMENTARY

(Continued on page 7)



7THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 2023No. 6

by David Kirichenko

In order to show solidarity with the 
Ukrainian people in their fight against 
Russian aggression, the city of Seattle 
should consider erecting a monument to 
the historical Ukrainian freedom fighter and 
poet Taras Shevchenko. This monument 
should be located on public land near the 
Lenin monument. It would serve to educate 
the community about Ukraine’s struggles 
and the crimes of Lenin. By honoring 
Shevchenko and raising awareness about 
the ongoing war in Ukraine, Seattle would 
demonstrate its support for the Ukrainian 
people and their quest for freedom.

The Fremont neighborhood of Seattle is 
home to a 16-foot-tall statue of Lenin that 
was erected in the 1990s with the help of 
Lewis Carpenter, an English teacher from 
Issaquah, Wash., who mortgaged his home 
to rescue the statue from Poprad in 
Slovakia. The Lenin monument stands on 
private property and has been the subject 
of numerous calls for removal, but it 
remains in place to this day. As a reminder 
of the death and destruction caused by 
Lenin, the statue’s hands are often covered 
in red paint. Despite ongoing efforts to have 
it removed, it continues to stand as a con-

troversial symbol in the community.
Since Russia first invaded Ukraine in 

2014, the country has been tearing down 
statues of Lenin following the Revolution of 
Dignity because many Ukrainians see Lenin 
as a symbol of oppression and subjugation. 
Shortly before launching a full-scale inva-
sion of Ukraine in February 2022, Russian 
President Vladimir Putin said that “Soviet 
Ukraine is the result of the Bolsheviks’ poli-
cy and can rightfully be called ‘Vladimir 
Lenin’s Ukraine.” 

Putin was correct in saying that Soviet 
Ukraine was the creation of Lenin, as Lenin 
was instrumental in the destruction of an 
independent Ukraine and its subjugation 
under Russian rule. After the October 
Revolution, the Ukrainian People’s Republic 
(UPR) declared its independence from 
Russia in January 2018. However, this inde-
pendence was short-lived, as Lenin and the 
Bolshevik regime worked to suppress 
Ukrainian nationalism and assert their con-
trol over the region.

Lenin’s forces waged war on the free 
Ukrainian people as they wanted to seize 
the country. Upon taking the capital, his 
troops massacred the population of Kyiv, 

by Askold S. Lozynskyj

This is not about the war. This is about 
all of Ukraine’s wars, spanning centuries, 
and one man, a poet, who passed away on 
January 29 at the ripe old age of 92.

He was a great poet, certainly, one of the 
most prominent Ukrainian poets of the 
modern era. It has been said that Vasyl Stus, 
a poet dissident and martyr, marveled at his 
talents and often sought his artistic advice.

That man was Dmytro Pavlychko. In his 
last 32 years, he was a model of Ukrainian 
patriotism, not only because he enhanced 
the Ukrainian political and cultural milieu, 
but because he worked to insure that all 
the nationalities within the newly indepen-
dent Ukrainian state were part of the dem-
ocratic process and able to pursue their 
own human and national realization.

He may have been a controversial and 
divisive figure even during his good years 
because he was so ardent and had a com-
manding personality. It is said that he con-
vinced Leonid Kravchuk, the speaker of the 
parliament of the Ukrainian SSR and later 
the first president of independent Ukraine, 
in August 1991 to sign off on the proclama-
tion of Ukraine’s renewed independence. 
Mr. Kravchuk was notoriously noncommit-
tal, yet he was persuaded. And thus, Mr. 
Pavlychko was often referred to as the 
Cardinal Richelieu of the young Ukrainian 
state, albeit without the title.

Mr. Pavlychko’s biography will be writ-
ten and rewritten many times and by many 
people who knew him personally or simply 
knew of him. They say that a poet’s life is 
told through his poetry. This could not be 
truer than in the case of Mr. Pavlychko. 
During his Soviet nefarious ignominy, he 
wrote poetry at the instruction of the 
Communist party, disparaging among oth-
ers the nationalist Ukrainian diaspora. Yet, 
at the same time, he wrote the words to a 
song that represented the Ukrainian 
nationalist struggle, “Two Colors,” black 
and red, representing Ukraine’s black earth 
drenched with the red blood of its heroes. 
Those words became almost hymnal and 
inspirational, motivating a new generation 
to rise, which often resulted in repressions 
and imprisonment. Mr. Pavlychko’s motive 
was driven by his Ukrainian heart.

Yes, he did the bidding of the enemy, yet 
somehow retained his patriotic fervor. He 
had profound convictions, and deep human 
flaws. His zeal is best depicted perhaps by his 
desire as a young adolescent Hutsul (a resi-
dent of the mountainous Western Ukraine) 
to join the Ukrainian Insurgent Army. They 
did not accept him because of his age. 
Instead, he went on to study and write.

He needed to live and work, and the 
Soviet Russian enemy stood in his way, 
unless he collaborated with them. And since 
he was ambitious, he understood that, in 
order to achieve and even flourish in that 
society, he needed to satisfy the powers that 
were. In the last third of his life, as he 
bemoaned his past years of ideological ser-

vility, he often confessed a deep desire to 
make amends. He expressed much remorse. 
He apologized many times and claimed that 
he never wrote in Russian, which was not 
entirely true either. But he was a character 
and this was his best defense.

A working relationship and friendship 
developed between Mr. Pavlychko, the com-
munity activist, and myself in the 21st cen-
tury. We agreed on many issues. Even when 
we disagreed, we found compromises. I 
asked him to write a foreword to one of my 
books. He reviewed the text, told me that 
he disagreed with some of my analysis. I 
stressed that I wanted an honest opinion, 
would not be offended and time would tell. 
We visited each other at our homes, ate tra-
ditional Ukrainian food and discussed mat-
ters fervently and honestly. We often spoke 
about his past.

I am not nominating Mr. Pavlychko for 
sainthood, but certainly he was one of the 
most prominent and influential Ukrainians 
of the 20th century. As a poet, writer, revolu-
tionary, statesman, politician and diplomat, 
he was one of the most productive person-
ages of early Ukrainian statehood. He left an 
impression on everyone he met. If you met 
Mr. Pavlychko, you likely did not forget him.  
The dissidents and political prisoners con-
sidered him one of their own, even though 
he was neither a dissident nor a political 
prisoner. The former appeasers looked to 
him for leadership in a new role. He was a 
political force for Ukraine’s rebirth. He both 
loved and hated passionately.

Ukraine is a country of Pavlychkos, 
undaunted, indefatigable, irascible and 
ready to fight. I would not be surprised if 
his family residing on the corner of Kyiv’s 
main street harbored several Molotov cock-
tails, weapons and ammunition just in case 
the Russians actually reached the heart of 
Kyiv. This fighting spirit represents the 
poet. If you wish to know Mr. Pavlychko 
even after his death, read his writings, and, 
in particular, his poems – yes, both the good 
and the bad. Even the Soviet ones are artis-
tic. You may laugh, you will cry and you 
may even call the poet an SOB or a national 
icon depending on the text. But you will not 
leave indifferent. You will have a better 
understanding of not only the tragedy of 
Ukraine but its indomitable spirit as well.

Eternal memory, Dmytro Pavlychko!

Askold S. Lozynskyj is an attorney at 
law based in New York City who served as 
president of the Ukrainian World Congress 
(1998-2008) and the Ukrainian Congress 
Committee of America (1992-2000).
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Dmytro Pavlychko as seen in an undated 
photograph.

Internet Encyclopedia of Ukraine

Dmytro Pavlychko pictured in December 
2005.

Serhiy Semenets via Wikipedia

Eurasia Daily Monitor, September 6, 2022; 
Kyiv Independent, January 20). It is some-
what surprising, then, that the Cossack 
presence in Ukraine has not attracted more 
discussion in Western media.

Regardless, the religious element of 
Russia’s war is clearly crucial for those 
Cossacks loyal to the Kremlin. For instance, 
Don Cossacks were recently blessed by an 
Orthodox priest in a scene belonging to a 
bygone era. Indeed, “volunteers swore upon 
the Gospel to serve the Orthodox faith, the 
Don and the Fatherland. The military priest 
of the All-Great Don Host (Voiska), the abbot 
of the Ascension Cathedral of Novocher-
kassk, Archpriest Georgy Smorkalov, 
blessed the volunteers who took the deci-
sion to become Cossacks and lend a hand to 
the warriors performing military missions 
in the combat zone. He stressed the impor-
tance for every Orthodox Christian to 
remain true to their word, despite any 
external circumstances. Since October 2022, 
more than 100 have been mobilized from 
Rostov Oblast and other regions of Russia 
have joined the All-Great Don Host (Vsko.ru, 
January 1). The religious sanction for the 
war may strike analysts as incidental, espe-
cially in light of the reported human rights 
abuses being carried out by Russian troops 
in places like Bucha, but it should not be dis-
counted (Ukrinform, December 15, 2022). If 
nothing else, it underlines the fundamental-
ly emotional stakes at play for the Russians, 
as well as for Putin himself.

Moreover, clearly the entire social 
Cossack world is currently being re-
ordered (or re-enchanted) along the lines 
of religious understandings. For example, 
Nikolai Doluda, the ataman of the All-
Russian Cossack Society, gave thanks to 
Cossack women on “the Day of the Cossack 
Mother, [which] has been celebrated on the 
great Orthodox feast of the Entry of the 
Most Holy Virgin into the Temple. The 
Mother of God has long been considered 
the patroness of women and motherhood. 
To Her, the mother’s heart rushes in prayer 

for her child and receives solace.” Mr. 
Doluda, continuing with the religious 
theme, also declared, “A Cossack mother, 
before all else, is responsible before God for 
the moral purity and spiritual strength of 
her children. It is the mother who establish-
es in her children cultural values, attitudes 
to the world, to good and to evil. … Hard 
work, respect for elders, rejection of lazi-
ness and mismanagement has been 
throughout time and remains an unwritten 
law of Cossack life” (Vsko.ru, December 3, 
2022). The increasing emphasis on the role 
of the Cossacks in re-ordering social life 
and the creation of yet another host in 
Russia imply that the Cossacks will be 
instrumental in enforcing religious norms 
on the Russian people (see Eurasia Daily 
Monitor, January 9).

Furthermore, the connection to 
Christian Orthodoxy, the dominant religion 
in Russia, helps to make sense of the signifi-
cant social support for the war effort. In 
November 2022, it was reported that as 
many as 75 percent of those Russians sur-
veyed expressed support for the war, a fig-
ure that suggests the broad influence of 
religious narratives on Russian society 
(DonPress.com, November 20, 2022). 
Granted, significant social pressures 
encourage Russians not to oppose the war, 
coming from a sense of patriotic duty and 
an unhealthy does of propaganda. Even so, 
if the percentage is accurate, or even close 
to the real figure, this level of support is 
surprisingly high. Thus, if this hypothesis is 
correct, then the image of those Cossacks 
loyal to Moscow as “Orthodox Crusaders” 
acquires even greater significance.

Ultimately, such analysis implies that a 
ceasefire, let alone peace, will be hard to 
achieve. Even if the conflict becomes “fro-
zen,” the fault line between Western and 
Eastern Christianity (to use Samuel 
Huntington’s term) may become somewhat 
similar to the religious tones of the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 6)
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Ukrainian Medical Association of North America sends more than $28 million in various forms of aid to Ukraine
by George Hrycelak

CHICAGO – After Russia launched its full-scale war on 
Ukraine a year ago, members of the Ukrainian Medical 
Association of North America (UMANA), a 72-year-old 
association of nearly 800 medical professionals located 
throughout the United States and Canada, knew the people 
of Ukraine needed help.

The organization’s members realized that, as physicians 
who know medicine best, they had the connections, expe-
rience and wherewithal to spearhead a drive for medical 
supplies, equipment and medications that would be sent to 
Ukraine.

That drive became the organization’s mission and pri-
mary responsibility, which continues to this day.

Emergency requests for medical help from Ukraine 
reached UMANA within the first hours after Russian 
President Vladimir Putin launched an unprovoked, full-
scale invasion of Ukraine on February 24, 2022. The orga-
nization’s members used their direct connections with col-
leagues in the war zone to quickly assess what was critical-
ly needed. They then had to figure out how to get it there.

The organization’s central office in Chicago, along with 
its sister non-profit association the UMANA Foundation, 
became a gathering point for financial donations in the 
immediate aftermath of the invasion.

UMANA officials noted that a substantial portion of the 
financial donations they received came from non-Ukraini-
an entities – small donations of $5 or $10 came from the 
general public, while donations in the tens of thousands of 
dollars came from individuals as well as medical corpora-
tions, medical staffs and various local fund-raising efforts.

Local Ukrainian communities donated hundreds of 
thousands directly and through Selfreliance Federal Credit 
Union Foundation, based in Chicago, as well as various 
regional institutions.

 UMANA chapters in the U.S. and Canada have to date 
collected more than $1,989,000, and about $26 million in 
in-kind donated medications, medical equipment, radio-
logical diagnostic machines, ambulances, surgical supplies, 
emergency care kits, tourniquets and other supplies. The 

organization also launched tele-medicine and translation 
services, as well as training programs. 

UMANA Illinois Medical Relief Commit tee in Wisconsin 
– together with chapters in the New York metropolitan 
area; Syracuse, N.Y.; Ohio; Michigan; Maryland; 
Washington, D.C.; and Pennsyl vania collected nearly 
$850,000 for Ukrainian relief.

Hundreds of volunteers nationwide took the time to col-
lect, sort, package and deliver all materials to shipping 
points and airports. Many UMANA members traveled to 
Ukraine to deliver medical care and supplies to the victims 

of the war. UMANA officials expressed their sincere thanks 
to all of those volunteers for their work.

The organization has to date provided the following 
assistance to Ukraine: Four planeloads carrying more than 
350 tons of medical supplies and equipment, more than 
60,000 doses of antibiotics, 17 fully-equipped ambulances, 
750 military grade individual first aid kits, 2,700 Combat 
Application Tourniquets, 16 Point of Care Portable 
Ultrasound machines, surgical instruments for trauma sur-

A large team of volunteers gathered to help pack supplies at a warehouse used by the Ukrainian Medical 
Association of North America in Illinois.

Alex Gordon

(Continued on page 9)
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gery, five photo-therapy lamps for pediatric 
units, 200 portable non-electric incubators 
for premature infants, one C-Arm fluoro-
scopic X-ray machine, five portable ventila-
tors for use in ambulances and field hospi-
tals, three personal vehicles for transporta-
tion of humanitarian aid, craniotomy 
instrumentation, sterilization units, EKG 
machines, cardiac monitors, defibrillators, 
dental repair and reconstructive equip-
ment, audiometers to treat ear damage 
from blast injuries, and more than 3,270 
suitcases of general medical supplies.

UMANA has also partnered with several 
organizations to provide tele-medicine ser-
vices in Ukraine, and it has helped secure 
over $450,000 in donations made to other 
humanitarian aid organizations in the U.S., 
Ukraine and Poland.

UMANA is now focusing on two projects 
to help the people of Ukraine.

For the first mission, UMANA, the 
UMANA Foundation and the Canada-
Ukraine Foundation (CUF) have come 
together to expedite procurement and 
delivery of urgently needed essential medi-
cations for the treatment of wounded and 
ill throughout Ukraine.

The collaboration will help members 
purchase and deliver to Ukraine high prior-
ity medication currently available at heavily 
discounted prices in Western Europe and 
North America.

This group effort has committed 
$500,000 to leverage a bulk purchase of 
pharmaceutical supplies worth well in 
excess of the purchase price.

Medical experts from UMANA, in collab-
oration with the Ministry of Health of 
Ukraine, will determine which medications 
are best suited to meet the high demand for 
antibiotics and painkilling medications in 
Ukraine.

The project has already started distrib-
uting medications to the neediest medical 
centers and field    hospitals across the 
country, and it will ensure that all donor 
groups receive confirmation of delivery of 
those medications as soon as security con-
ditions allow.

The second project addresses the need 
to more quickly transport critical medica-
tions and supplies directly to the people in 
Ukraine who need them most, bypassing 
bureaucracy and middle-man costs. 
UMANA officials said the project provides a 
cost-effective and quick method of transfer-
ring medications into Ukraine.

The organization noted that these efforts 
involve many individuals, some who wish 
to remain anonymous. A detailed break-
down of major donors, both financial as 
well as in kind, can be found on the UMANA 
web site: www.umana.org (click on 
“Donors that help us” in the upper corner 
right of the web page).

UMANA officials expressed thanks to all 
of its donors for their unwavering support 
of the organization’s efforts to help the peo-
ple of Ukraine.

An ambulance – one of 17 donated to the Ukrainian Medical Association of North 
America for use in Ukraine – was loaded onto an airplane and flown to Europe before 

being transported into the war-torn country.

Alex Gordon
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killing hundreds if not thousands of its citi-
zens. However, the Ukrainian government 
signed an agreement with Germany and 
Austria-Hungary to help push out Lenin’s 
forces from Ukraine.

Once World War I concluded and their 
forces withdrew from Ukraine, the 
Bolsheviks resumed fighting until 1920. 
After facing strong resistance from 
Ukrainian forces, Lenin eventually came to 
realize that he needed to grant Ukraine 
some autonomy if he wanted to successful-
ly incorporate it into the Soviet Union. In 
order to achieve this goal, he made conces-
sions to Ukrainian demands for greater 
independence and allowed the country to 
maintain a degree of self-governance with-
in the larger Soviet framework.

In the wake of Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine in 2014, Ukraine’s society began a 
movement to distance itself from its Soviet 
past. As part of this effort, hundreds of stat-
ues of Lenin were toppled across the coun-
try. By 2021, the last statue of Lenin on 
public land controlled by the Ukrainian 
government had been demolished.

Despite these efforts, Putin continues to 
wage war on Ukrainian independence and 
seeks to assert Russia’s control over the 
region. It is important for people around 
the world to stand in solidarity with the 
Ukrainian people and support their ongo-
ing struggle for freedom. The Ukrainian 
nation has a long and proud history of 
fighting for independence and has earned 
the admiration of the free world.

But what many people don’t know is 
that Washington state has the third largest 
Ukrainian population in the U.S., trailing 

only California and New York. Ukrainians 
are also the fastest-growing European 
immigrant community in the state and they 
play an important part of the Washington’s 
diverse and rich cultural landscape.

The Lenin statue in Seattle stands as a 
symbol of Russia’s long-waged effort to 
destroy Ukraine. It even drew coverage by 
the BBC when Ukrainians were toppling 
Lenin statues throughout their own coun-
try. As more and more Ukrainian refugees 
flee Putin’s war and seek safety in 
Washington, the symbolism of Seattle’s sol-
idarity with Ukraine would be powerful 
and provide much-needed encouragement 
to these refugees by having Seattle show its 
commitment to justice and freedom and 
inspire others to stand with Ukraine 
against Russian aggression.

In order to honor the resilience and 
determination of the Ukrainian people, the 
city of Seattle should consider erecting a 
statue of Taras Shevchenko near the Lenin 
monument. Shevchenko is one of the most 
important symbols of modern Ukrainian 
nationhood and has played a significant 
role in the growth of Ukrainian national 
consciousness.

The Ukrainian community in Seattle 
would welcome the opportunity to work 
with city officials to create a statue that 
could be erected on public land in proximi-
ty to the Lenin monument. This would be a 
powerful way to show support for the 
Ukrainian people and to educate the 
American public about Russia’s historical 
aggression against Ukraine. 

David Kirichenko is a freelance journalist 
covering Eastern Europe and an editor at 
Euromaidan Press. He formerly served on 
Seattle’s Community Technology Advisory 
Board.
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uprisings. “Behind the impenetrable barri-
ers which the Red rulers have erected 
between their domains and the outside 
world,” the editorial continued, “they will 
once more, as they did before the war, liqui-
date, purge, imprison and starve those 
Ukrainians who aspire to national freedom, 
who oppose the centuries-old Russianizing 
policies in Ukraine, and who know from 
history and bitter experience that under 
Moscow domination there can never be a 
free Ukraine.”

Edgar Snow of the Saturday Evening 
Post, while reporting from Kyiv, wrote in 
the article “Ukraine Pays the Bill” that the 
entire struggle in Eastern Europe against 
the Nazis was dismissed by some as “the 

Russian glory,” but “in all truth and in many 
costly ways [it] has been first of all a 
Ukrainian war.”

The Ukrainian fighter, the editorial 
noted, is battle-scarred and renewed with 
determination for liberty, but the prospects 
of post-war peace and order in Eastern 
Europe rested on very shaky foundations. 
In the U.S., Ukrainian Americans were 
mobilized to counter Soviet propaganda 
and inform the public of the truth about 
Ukraine under Soviet occupation, as well as 
aid Ukrainians within Ukraine and beyond 
its borders. “... Final victory for our country 
[Ukraine] is still far off, and … we must con-
tinue doing our utmost to hasten its com-
ing.”

Source: “The Yalta Conference and 
Ukraine,” The Ukrainian Weekly, February 
17, 1945.

(Continued from page 6)
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questions about why the Justice Depart-
ment didn’t file more serious charges.

“It may be that prosecutors had reasons 
for wanting to move now and not later,” Ms. 
Baer told RFE/RL. “If so, they would logical-
ly select those charges for which they had 
the most evidence,” she said. “A prosecutor 
can always add charges by returning to the 
grand jury for a superseding indictment.”

Mr. Deripaska, for his part, faces his own 
sanctions-evasion-related criminal charges, 
unconnected to his alleged payments to Mr. 
McGonigal.

In September 2022, U.S. prosecutors 
unsealed an indictment accusing him of 
conspiring to have his girlfriend give birth 
to their child in the United States, and to 
hide payments for the effort. A Russian-
American woman has been arrested in con-
nection with the case.

In 2020, in an event first described by 
Business Insider, Mr. McGonigal joined a 
panel discussion at the Washington think 
tank Atlantic Council, where he discussed 
corruption at Russia’s main domestic intel-
ligence agency, the Federal Security Service 
(FSB).

“I think the rule of law under the FSB ... 
has eroded significantly in Russia,” he told 
the panel. “You are seeing an erosion, I 
think, in any rule of law as it relates to the 
FSB and their carrying out their responsi-
bilities as a domestic security agency.”

“It would be akin to having in the United 
States the FBI as a rogue element, operat-
ing at the behest of the highest bidder, 
engaged in criminal activities,” he said.

Copyright 2023, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/russia-us-fbi-deri-
paska-sanctions/32252583.html).

(Continued from page 4)

In arrest...

Following a meeting in Kyiv with 
European Commission President Ursula 
von der Leyen on the eve of the summit, 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
said “it is a common European task to 
reduce Russia’s ability to circumvent sanc-
tions.”.

“Now we see that the pace of sanctions 
in Europe has slowed down a little, and the 
terrorist state [Russia] on the contrary is 
increasing the pace of adaptation to sanc-
tions,” Mr. Zelenskyy said.

E.U. country ambassadors were sched-
uled to meet on February 3 to resume talks 
on extending sanctions to Minsk and to 
clampdown on the circumvention of sanc-
tions on Russia by so-called cowboy com-
panies that route products through neigh-
boring Belarus.

The Free Russia Foundation also found 
that companies traffic electronics to Russia 
via Estonia – an E.U. and North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization (NATO) member. The 
two countries share a 200-mile border.

“Nevertheless, as our analysis has dem-

onstrated, Estonia has spiked in impor-
tance as a key route for Russia’s imports, 
including sanctioned goods such as micro-
chips,” the report said.

Recommendations

The report’s authors suggest that eco-
nomic and financial data at the macro- and 
micro-levels be made more available and 
standardized.

Regarding aligned countries, the report 
calls for establishing an E.U.-wide sanction 
enforcement authority to eliminate imbal-
anced enforcement. Currently, member 
states are responsible for implementing 
sanctions.

As for non-aligned countries such as 
China, the report suggests incentivizing, 
“through public enforcement of secondary 
financial sanctions, … [the] largest viola-
tors of priority sanctions,” and developing 
“stronger export control enforcement, new 
regulations on out-bound investment and 
improved coordination with the E.U.”

To keep an eye on Russia, the report 
calls for establishing an “alternative source 
for gauging the state of Russia’s economy,” 
though it did not say how that could be 
achieved.

(Continued from page 3)

Report...



No. 6THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 202310

Saturday, February 18th, 2023
Sheraton Parsippany Hotel, 199 Smith Road, Parsippany, New Jersey

58th Annual Debutante Ball
of the National Executive Board of the

Ukrainian American Youth Association - CYМ

Dance to the sounds of
“Hrim” and “Brattya z Prykarpattya”

Black tie required

Cocktails at 6:00 p.m.
Presentation of Debutantes at 7:00 p.m.
Banquet immediately following presentation
Ball at 9:00 p.m.

For reservations and additional information go to: www.cym.org/us/deb

This page is sponsored by the SUMA (Yonkers) Federal Credit Union.
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by Lidia M. Wasylyn

EDMONTON – Following a hiatus because of the COVID-
19 pandemic, the board of directors of the Ukrainian Youth 
Unity Complex in Edmonton hosted its annual Shchedryi 
Vechir Celebration on January 18.

More than 320 guests enjoyed the traditional communi-
ty gathering to mark one of the final feasts of the Ukrainian 
Christmas cycle, the Eve of the Epiphany. A warm, relaxed 
and family-friendly event, the annual ritual unites genera-
tions who share fellowship and a traditional meatless meal.

This year’s event was bittersweet. Many who attended 
were recent arrivals from Ukraine who have made 
Edmonton their new home and are finding their way in the 
Ukrainian-Canadian community. However, the pall of the 
barbaric war against the Ukrainian nation could not be 
overlooked.

Mykhaylo Kozlovskyy from the Edmonton branch of the 
Ukrainian Youth Association and a third-year student at 
the University of Alberta, skillfully emceed the evening.

In his opening remarks, he described the symbolism 
and customs surrounding Shchedryi Vechir. He then 
turned to the current situation in Ukraine.

“It has been 329 days since we have responded to 
Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine. The Ukrainian peo-
ple, especially the Ukrainian Armed Forces, have stood up 
to the aggressor showing the world what bravery looks 
like. To paraphrase [Ukrainian] President [Volodymyr] 
Zelenskyy, strength is not determined by military prowess 
alone; true strength is in the spirit of those who defend 
their home, their people and their freedom,” he said.

“We saw this exemplified by our Forces’ heroic defense 
of the Kyiv region as it was close to being encircled, with-
standing endless attacks in Kharkiv and Mariupol, and lib-
erating Kherson, Hostomel and Izyum to name a few,” Mr. 
Kozlovskyy said.

“We are also grateful to the medics, humanitarian volun-
teers and utility workers who worked tirelessly to restore 
power across the country. However, we all know what the 
price of this war has been. Not the billions it will take to 
rebuild Ukraine, but rather the lives lost and futures stolen 

due to the enemy’s senseless attacks across our mother-
land,” he said.

As is the custom at Shchedryi Vechir, the ceremonial 
“Didukh” (sheaf of wheat) was carried into the hall by this 
year’s board president, Larissa Podilsky, who welcomed 
everyone before briefly highlighting the significance of the 
evening.

She acknowledged a number of notable guests, includ-
ing Bishop David Motiuk, eparch of Edmonton of the 
Ukrainian Catholic Church; Consul General of Ukraine in 
Edmonton Oleksandr Danyleiko and his wife; Karen 
Principe, Edmonton city councillor for ward Tastawiyi-
niwak; Orysia Boychuk, president of the Ukrainian Cana-
dian Congress, Alberta Provincial Council; and Yaroslav 
Broda; president of the Edmonton branch of the Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress.

Bishop Motiuk highlighted the importance and spiritu-
ality of Christ’s baptism that was being celebrated. He 
blessed the meal with a prayer and was joined by the 

Members of the Edmonton branch of the Ukrainian Youth Association sang Christmas carols during the annual 
Shchedryi Vechir Celebration at the Ukrainian Youth Unity Complex in Edmonton on January 18.

Lidia M. Wasylyn

Consul General of Ukraine in Edmonton Oleksandr 
Dany leiko, Nadia (center) and Evgenia Konon (left) led 
the singing of Christmas carols and shchedrivky during 
the annual Shchedryi Vechir Celebration at the Ukrainian 

Youth Unity Complex in Edmonton on January 18.

Edmonton’s Ukrainian Youth Unity Complex resumes annual Shchedryi Vechir tradition

(Continued on page 14)
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There was then a period, September-ish, 
when the Ukrainians got quite optimistic 
about what they might be able to do 
because they seemed to be on the front foot 
– [but] then the Russians mobilized. And 
it’s become tougher because just the num-
bers made a difference. More so than I must 
say I thought it would. But they did. And the 
Russians are more organized now, general-
ly. They’ve had time to sort out mobiliza-
tion, to work out what they’re doing with 
the troops; the general shape has been bet-
ter. And the weather has not been condu-
cive [for Ukrainian troops]. So, both sides 
now are looking to new offensives. …

Now, I think there’s a Russian point of 
view that they’ve got the numbers now, 
which they didn’t before, but they don’t 
have the equipment, because they’ve lost a 
lot of it. And so, their equipment is pretty 
poor. So, they really would be relying on 
brute force and high casualties to push 
themselves through.

The Ukrainians are looking to have more 
maneuverability. But as we’ve seen, maneu-
vering is not easy on these battlefields 
unless you find a really vulnerable spot in 
the enemy’s front lines. So, I think we’re 
waiting now for the next couple of months. 
And when we see how that’s worked out, 
we’ll have a better idea of the durability of 
both sides.

RFE/RL: Regarding Russian [military] 
leadership, let me ask you about this 
reshuffle that took place. Gen. Valery 
Gerasimov was put in charge of the 
Ukrainian campaign, and he reportedly got 
an explicit command from Putin to conquer 
the entire Donbas before March. Is that a 
page from the book titled Take Kyiv in 
Three Days?

Mr. Freedman: If Putin wanted to do 
that, that may mean that he’s got it in his 
head that he would settle for the Donbas, if 
that’s the order. This is just a report 
[though]; I’ve seen it, too. [Mr. Gerasimov 
is] going to find it very difficult to do that. I 
mean, they may take Bakhmut. It’s a diffi-
cult battle for the Ukrainians now, but 
they’ve been heroic, but at a high cost.

There’s always got to be judgments 
about what costs you’re prepared to take, 
[for example] if that means you lose too 
many of your best troops for the later offen-
sives. I think what they got before this latest 
reshuffle was better defenses; the Russian 
defensive lines improved. And then you had 
the [private paramilitary] Wagner group 
pressing on with the only offensive. I think 
[regarding] Putin, the view is that it’s not 
good enough just to [be] defensive. They 
want to go back on the offensive. And obvi-
ously, that’s the view from Ukraine, as well.

I think a Russian offensive over the next 
few weeks … would be very difficult. The 
Ukrainians are talking up Russian numbers 
and the likely scale of the next mobilization 
because the Ukrainians want to keep [these 
weapons] flowing in from the West, which 
makes perfect sense. … I think Russia has 
got the capacity for a pretty tough defensive 
position. I’m not sure they have the combat 
power to [defeat] the Ukrainians [offensive-
ly]. … If I was the Ukrainians, I would 
almost be tempted to wait for the Russian 
offensive to come first because I think it 
would be easier to defeat that than to 
mount one on their own.

RFE/RL: As unsavory as it might be, I 
also wanted to ask you to look at this from 
the Russian perspective, too. To look at it 
through [Mr.] Gerasimov’s eyes and see 
what makes sense strategically.

Mr. Freedman: I don’t think a lot of it 
makes sense for the Russians. I never have. 
Because it’s very hard to occupy somebody 

else’s territory. Now, there are the bits of 
the Donbas they’ve already occupied, which 
have now given up a lot of their manpower 
to this war. Maybe they’re in control there. 
Maybe they can impose themselves on 
Mariupol. But it’s quite hard and there’s 
always going to be questions of sabotage 
and so on going on. It’s very hard – as we 
know, as the West knows – to occupy places 
[where] you’re not welcome.

I don’t think there are good solutions for 
Russia. I genuinely don’t. There might be 
solutions that satisfy the Kremlin in the 
short term and, as I say – given that it’s 
going to be very difficult for them to hold 
on, to take all of [the southern regions of] 
Kherson [and] Zaporizhia and so on – I 
think the best that they might be able to 
manage is the Donbas, but they’re still a 
long way from having all of [the] Donetsk 
[region]. …

That’s militarily as much as they can do. 
And yet you always have this uncomfort-
able feeling that, for Putin, destroying 
Ukraine as a modern country is almost as 
important as anything else now. There’s a 
revenge aspect that they refuse to bow to 
his will.

Militarily, I think there are just limited 
options [for Russia], but they might try. I 
wouldn’t want to rush if I was Ukraine. I 
don’t think they’re going to get many 
chances at a major offensive, nor do I think 
that Russia has many chances at a major 
new offensive. … So, the next big moves are 
important. …

I’d say, from a Ukrainian point of view, a 
situation in which the Russians have 
opened themselves up in an effort to 
advance – on the assumption that they can 
be stopped – would be better and easier to 
deal with. It almost looks like 1918, where 
you have the big German offensive, which 
exhausted itself, and then the Allies came 
back.

So, I think Putin’s impatience is a prob-
lem for the Russian command. [Mr.] 
Gerasimov has always been there; it’s not 
as if he was a newcomer to the situation. … 
What he’s doing is making sure that Putin’s 
will is realized, and Putin’s will at the 
moment seems to need more offensives, 
and they’re clearly gearing up for some-
thing. But exactly what and when, it’s hard 
to be sure at the moment.

RFE/RL: They’re gearing up, they’re 
doubling down. Should, can and will the 
West double down, too?

Mr. Freedman: There are two sorts of 
constraints on what the West is doing; well, 
you can argue three [constraints]. One is 
economic. [The West] has taken the hit … 
so whatever Putin was trying to do with the 
energy crunch worked in the sense that it’s 
been an economically and politically desta-
bilizing year for Europe in particular. But 
they’re sort of coming through that, with 
possibly more trouble to come, [but] not as 
much [trouble] as Putin hoped for.

Secondly, there’re these political ques-
tions about provoking Russia, [about] push-
ing too far at the risk of escalation, which 
you see in different ways in the Washington 
and Berlin debates. I think the Berlin 
debate is almost unfathomable at times: the 
narrow distinctions between types of tanks 
and so on. The American debate is more 
comprehensible: Basically, if you allow the 
Ukrainians to attack Russian territory in a 
sustained way, that may be escalatory.

And then you have the third element, 
which is the most serious, I think. [It] is 
inventories and stocks and logistics and 
maintenance and the sheer practicality of 
getting stuff that the Ukrainians can use 
effectively. That, I think, is an inhibiting fac-
tor, but that’s not one of commitment. I 
think the political commitment is there. 
You’re not hearing: “Oh, [Mr.] Zelenskyy, 
you need to negotiate.”…

If Putin had managed to come up with 
something that looked like a compromise, 
that looked like it might lead to some sort 
of way out, the pressure on [Mr.] Zelenskyy 
to take it seriously would be considerable. 
But he hasn’t. And I think [French President 
Emmanuel]  Macron and [German 
Chancellor Olaf] Scholz all recognize that, 
along with [British Prime Minister Rishi] 
Sunak and [U.S. President Joe] Biden.

So, I don’t think commitment is an issue. 
Capacity is an issue. And they’re going to 
have to work quite hard on that. One of the 
disappointments in a way is [that] more 
effort hasn’t been put by now into gearing 
up the production. It’s happening, but it’s 
taking a while.

RFE/RL: What would be realistic war 
aims for the West here? Do they differ from 
Ukraine’s aims?

Mr. Freedman: The position has always 
been that, in some respects, the war aims 
are set by the people who are fighting the 
war. And that’s Ukraine. Although I think 
one of the most dangerous ideas around at 
the moment is that this is a proxy war, and 
the Ukrainians are really fighting for the 
Americans.

RFE/RL: Till the last Ukrainian …
Mr. Freedman: I find that an obnoxious 

sort of analysis. That often goes with an 
assertion that the Western objective is to 
encourage the fragmentation of Russia, 
which I don’t think is the Western objective 
at all. I don’t think there is anybody who 
particularly believes that would produce 
stability in Europe or whatever. Some peo-
ple might, but it’s not an official view of 
Western governments.

I think they would rather have a serious 
government in Moscow that would have a 
degree of legitimacy and was able to deal 
sensibly with its neighbors and the rest of 
the world. But that’s some way away. But 
there’s no point in the West having objec-
tives for Russia because that will depend on 
so many factors within Russia itself; it’s not 
a reason to fight a war. So, Western objec-
tives have been phrased in terms of the 
independence and territorial integrity of 
Ukraine. And that’s where we are.

I don’t think the West would push 
Ukraine to have more radical, or more max-
imalist, objectives than the Ukrainians are 
prepared to accept. [If ] the Ukrainians 
were ready to take a compromise outcome, 
I suspect that would be accepted [by the 
West], while if the Ukrainians want to fight 
that would be accepted. …

There’s no point in being naive about 
this. There will come a point – if there still 
is what looks like a military stalemate, 
which I’m not sure is likely; I think there 
will be movement of one sort or another – 
if things look, say, in six months how they 
look now, I think just the capacity issues 
will be pushing to try to find some way to at 
least pause the conflict. I don’t think it’s an 
issue of the West wanting different things 
than the Ukrainians want. As it always is 
with wars, the ends and means have to be 
in alignment. And if the means aren’t there, 
then you may have to accept outcomes, at 
least in the short term, that are uncomfort-
able. …

RFE/RL: When the West is talking about 
not allowing Putin and Russia to succeed in 
Ukraine, it’s often coupled with the phrase 
“inflicting strategic defeat on Russia.” And I 
would like to ask you, what does that stra-
tegic defeat look like?

Freedman: Well, I think the moment 
that they’re facing strategic defeat – in that 
they set themselves an objective, which 
they haven’t obtained – they’ve already, in 
that sense, been defeated.

Now, you can then have subsidiary 
objectives. On March 25, the subsidiary 
objective was to take the Donbas, but they 

haven’t achieved that yet. So, I don’t think 
strategic defeat itself is a very difficult con-
cept. The issue is how much the Russians 
recognize it. The problem [with] this from 
day one has been that it needs the Russians 
to end this war. And Putin has refused to 
end it and is scared of ending it, I think. So, 
[the war] carries on with all the human 
costs that entails. And until there’s a deter-
mination in Russia that strategically this is 
a losing game and, somehow, they have to 
get out of this mess, that’s where we are. …

If the West came in, if NATO armies 
joined Ukraine, then bringing this war to an 
end would be very simple but very danger-
ous. … And so, there’s just so many things 
that we’re waiting for, but somehow the 
biggest thing we’re waiting for is a moment 
where Moscow determines that actually 
this isn’t going anywhere, and they can’t 
afford to keep it going with so little to show 
for it.

RFE/RL: I think one of the biggest fears 
of the West is the scenario that Russia uses 
a nuclear weapon. You wrote, “The political 
risks of any nuclear attack on Ukraine 
would outweigh possible gains. These 
would include possible collateral casualties 
among ethnic Russians in Ukraine and 
radioactive fallout blowing into Russia.” I 
suppose, though, that analysis is based on 
the assumption that Putin will assess the 
situation and behave in a rational way. Will 
he?

Freedman: I’ve been pretty consistent 
on my view on this, and nothing has made 
me change [my mind]. Because [Putin’s] 
taken one stupid decision, there’s always a 
possibility he may take another. But the fact 
is, he’s used nuclear weapons very effec-
tively as deterrence. If nuclear weapons 
didn’t exist, then there’s no reason to sup-
pose that the West would not be fighting 
side by side with Ukraine to defeat 
[Russian] aggression.

Putin made it clear on February 24 [and] 
he reiterated it on February 27 [and] he’s 
said it since, that the risk of nuclear war – 
he didn’t quite put it in those terms, but 
that’s effectively what he means – comes 
into play as soon as NATO is directly 
involved on the Ukrainian side. … And that 
deterrence has worked. Equally, he’s been 
deterred from attacking NATO countries. 
So, that’s fine, it contains the conflict. He’s 
escalated; if he wants to hurt Ukrainians, 
he’s shown he can do it. And if he wants to 
use firepower, he’s got firepower. But actu-
ally, tactical nuclear weapons just introduce 
a whole load of complications operationally 
and risk – as he’s been told, as far as we’re 
aware – exactly the sort of Western engage-
ment he wishes to avoid.

So, I think the scare was much greater a 
few months ago, when it looked like 
Ukraine was really doing well, pushing the 
Russians back, but I always thought it was 
overstated.

You can’t rule it out because Russia is a 
nuclear power with a lot of capability. But 
[it’s] high risk for Russia without obvious 
gain. Part of the risk is that they might use 
this stuff and the missile gets knocked 
down, knocked out, or it doesn’t explode 
properly, or it detonates or whatever. 
Nobody’s used this stuff for a long time. So, 
it’s not something you can exclude – [and] I 
think we would have a pretty good indica-
tion that something was up – but I don’t see 
it at the moment.

(This interview has been edited for 
length and clarity.)

Copyright 2023, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/russia-ukraine-
war-historian-freedman-putin-nuclear-
weapons/32243783.html).

(Continued from page 5)

For Putin...
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by Sister Ann Laszok, OSBM

FOX CHASE, Pa. – Eastern Catholic nuns 
from the eastern United States gathered 
together at the Basilian Spiritual Center in 
Fox Chase, Pa., on February 1 to celebrate 
the Presentation of Our Lord in the Temple 
and World Day of Prayer for Consecrated 
Life.

The day included presentations, sharing 
of reflections and insights, skits, games and 
prayer. The theme of the day was 
“Intercultural Communication with God 
and Others.”

Rev. Taras Svirchuk, CSsR, director of 
consecrated life in the Philadelphia 
Archeparchy of the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, explored the biblical passages of 
the Old Testament of how God communi-

cated and taught Abraham and others of 
the dignity of the human person.

Sister Ann Laszok, OSBM, shared the 
benefits and challenges of intercultural 
communication in daily life.

Sisters from the Dormition Monastery in 
Richmond, Ill., presented a “vertep,” a nativ-
ity scene skit, before lunch while sisters of 
the Ukrainian Incarnate Word in Perth 
Amboy, N.J., led the group in several recre-
ational games.

The day ended with Vespers followed by 
supper. Besides the sisters of the Order of 
St. Basil the Great, the Missionary Sisters of 
the Mother of God also attended the event.

The day was filled with intergeneration-
al sharing and fun. It was decided that 
more frequent gatherings would be initiat-
ed in the future.

Eastern Catholic nuns gather to celebrate 
World Day of Prayer for Consecrated Life

Rev. Chirpita (left), Rev. Taras (second 
from the left), Sister Ann (second from 
the right) and Sister Joann talked follow-

ing lunch.

Sister Dorothy Ann Busowski, OSBM

Sisters of the Order of St. Basil the Great 
were joined for lunch by one sister (left) 
from the Ukrainian Incarnate Word in 

Perth Amboy, N.J.
Sister Ann Laszok discussed intercultur-
al communication with a using a 

PowerPoint presentation.

Sisters from the Dormition Monastery in 
Richmond, Ill., presented a “vertep,” a 
nativity scene skit during a gathering at 
the Basilian Spiritual Center in Fox 

Chase, Pa., on February 1.
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launch attacks on January 29. Three people 
were reported killed and six wounded by 
Russian strikes on the southern Ukrainian 
city of Kherson that damaged a hospital 
and a school, the regional administration 
said. Kherson was occupied by Russian 
troops from the early days of Moscow’s 
invasion of Ukraine until its recapture by 
Kyiv’s forces in November. Since its libera-
tion, the city has regularly been shelled 
from Russian positions across the Dniper 
River. Meanwhile, the fighting on the front 
line remained intense, especially in the 
eastern Donetsk region, with major battles 
under way for Vuhledar and Bakhmut, a 
town that has been virtually razed by 
repeated Russian artillery bombardments. 
The head of the Donetsk regional military 
administration, Pavlo Kyrylenko, said on 
January 29 that four people were killed and 
17 others wounded in Russian strikes on 
Bakhmut and Kostyantynivka the previous 
day. There were no casualties among the 
civilian populations as the district’s admin-
istrative center, Beryslav, and the villages of 
Mylove and Tyahynka came under the 
Russian attack, the district chief, Volodymyr 
Litvinov, said on Telegram on January 29. 

Elsewhere, Ukraine’s military said its forces 
repelled an attack in the area of Blahodatne 
in the eastern part of the Donetsk region, 
while Russia’s Wagner mercenary group 
claimed it had taken control of the village. 
(RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service, with report-
ing by Reuters)

Czech president: Serbia can be war mediator

Outgoing Czech President Milos Zeman 
has said Serbia’s refusal to impose sanc-
tions on Russia could be an advantage for 
the possible role of mediator in the war in 
Ukraine. Speaking on January 30 in 
Belgrade, Mr. Zeman said that “the media-
tor must not clearly stand on one or the 
other side,” making Serbia’s position a 
potential advantage. Mr. Zeman, speaking 
at a joint press conference with Serbian 
President Aleksandar Vucic, said China and 
Turkey were other countries that could be 
mediators in the war. Turkey has formally 
offered multiple times to mediate between 
Russia and Ukraine. There’s been no indica-
tion that either side in the conflict is pre-
pared to accept any mediation offers. Mr. 

(Continued on page 15)

(Continued from page 2)
NEWSBRIEFS

KULINSKI MEMORIALS
809 SOUTH MAIN STREET • MANVILLE, NJ 08835

• Serving Ukrainian families for over 60 years
• Over 40 granite colors to choose from
• Custom etchings
• House appointments available
• Serving the tri-state area
• 5 minutes from St. Andrew Ukrainian Cemetery  
   in South Bound Brook, NJ

Tel. 800-458-5467  •  908-722-3130  •  Fax 908-253-0027
KulinskiMemorials@msn.com  •  KulinskiMemorials.com

ROSELLE, NJ
645 W 1st Ave.
Tel.: 908-241-2190
          888-336-4776

CLIFTON, NJ
565 Clifton Ave.
Tel.: 973-916-1543

PHILADELPHIA, PA
1916 Welsh Rd., Unit 3
Tel.: 215-969-4986
          215-728-6040

Туристичні послуги: авіяквитки в Україну та інші країни • Пересилка  
пакунків, автомобілів та контейнерів в Україну та інші країни світу • 
Українські та европейські компакт-диски • Українські сувеніри та хустки

Пачки, автомобілі  
та контейнери  

в УкраїнУ

Оголошення    Advertisement
Dear readers, the Soluk family is asking for help in � nding copies
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Christmas» (16mm). At one time, Bohdan Soluk loaned these � lm
projects for viewing, but unfortunately they were not returned a� er
his death in 1994. If you have any information about these � lms,
рlеаsе let us know.  email at: GeorgeS@SolukMediaArchive.com

Ukraine in February 2022 was a stark 
reminder of the threat that corruption and 
the absence of government accountability 
pose for global peace and security,” Trans-
parency International said in its annual 
report on graft published earlier this week. 
(With reporting by Reuters and AFP)

Tanks crews arrive in Britain for training

Ukrainian tank crews arrived in Britain 
to begin training for their continued fight 
against Russia, the British Defense Ministry 
said on January 29, just days after Britain 
and other North Atlantic Treaty Organiza-
tion (NATO) countries pledged more than 
130 tanks to Ukraine. “The U.K. will provide 
Challenger 2 tanks to Ukraine alongside 
global partner nations – demonstrating the 
strength of support for Ukraine, interna-
tionally,” the ministry tweeted on January 
29. The United States and Germany agreed 
to send Abrams and Leopard 2 tanks, 
respectively, to Ukraine, while the United 
Kingdom earlier in January said it would 
send 14 Challenger 2 tanks. Germany also 
allowed other countries, such as Norway 
and Poland, to send their German-made 
Leopard 2 tanks to Ukraine. Poland said it 
will provide 60 more tanks to Ukraine, in 
addition to the 14 it has already pledged. 
Ukrainian authorities have repeatedly said 

that they need 300 tanks as they seek to 
drive Russian forces from their territory. 
Ukraine has lost more than half of its 850 
tanks during the 11-month war, according 
to Oryx, a website that uses open-source 
tools to count destroyed equipment. Russia 
has many more tanks than Ukraine does, 
but its models are inferior in some key 
respects to Western models. Both Russia 
and Ukraine are expected to launch offen-
sives in the coming weeks, with tanks 
expected to play a vital role in those battles, 
experts said. Ukraine needs new weapons 
and faster deliveries to confront a “very 
tough” situation of constant attacks by 
Russian forces in the eastern Donetsk 
region, President Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
said on January 29. “The situation is very 
tough. In Bakhmut, Vuhledar and other sec-
tors in Donetsk region, there are constant 
Russian attacks. There are constant 
attempts to break through our defenses,” 
Mr. Zelenskyy said in his nightly video 
address. “Russia wants the war to drag on 
and exhaust our forces. So, we have to 
make time our weapon. We have to speed 
up events, speed up supplies, and open up 
new weapons options for Ukraine.” Shortly 
after Mr. Zelenskyy spoke, reports emerged 
of a Russian military strike on an apart-
ment building in the eastern city of Kharkiv, 
triggering a blaze. The town’s mayor Ihor 
Terekhov indicated there had been casual-
ties. Earlier, on the ground in Ukraine, 
Russian invading forces continued to 
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Verkhovyna Choir of the Edmonton Branch 
of the Ukrainian Youth Association under 
the direction of Namisha Greening.

Members of the Edmonton branch of 
the Ukrainian Youth Association per-
formed a short program with Ukrainian 
carols under the guidance of Natalia 
Soletsky. Their performance brought 
smiles to all of the parents and grandpar-
ents in the audience.

Dinner began when the traditional 
“prosfora” was distributed by presidents of 
the organizations affiliated with the 
Ukrainian Youth Unity Complex. They 
included Martyn Stusiak; president of the 
Edmonton branch of the League of 
Ukrainian Canadians; Vera Stusiak, presi-
dent of the Edmonton branch of the League 
of Ukrainian Canadian Women; Pavlo 
Kolomijchuk, president of the Edmonton 
branch of the Ukrainian Youth Association; 
and Larissa Podilsky, president of the 
Ukrainian Youth Unity board of directors.

One Edmontonian, who is not Ukrainian 
but has been serving with the Ukrainian 
military for almost 10 months, said that, 
when he heard about Russia’s full-scale 
invasion of Ukraine, he felt compelled to do 
something. He urged individuals to contin-
ue supporting the people of Ukraine.

Tatiana Ralenko, a recent arrival from 
Mykolaiv, Ukraine, shared her poem, 

“Probach” (Forgive Me). Her poignant and 
sensitive poem is a son’s plea for his moth-
er’s forgiveness for leaving her as he fights 
and dies to protect his beloved Ukraine.

Mr. Danyleiko, Ukraine’s Consul General 
in Edmonton – a talented musician – was 
joined on stage by singer Nadia Konon and 
her daughter, Evhenia, for a few carols. Led 
by Mr. Danyleiko on the guitar, the 
impromptu trio continued the age-old 
Ukrainian tradition of shchedrivky and 
koliady. They encouraged everyone in the 
audience to join them in singing.

Taras Podilsky, a former president of the 
Ukrainian Youth Unity Council and a leader 
in Edmonton’s Ukrainian community, 
spoke on behalf of the Organization of 
Ukrainian Nationalists.

He described some of the projects that 
have been supported through the Friends 
of the Ukrainian Defence Forces program, 
such as humanitarian projects, medical 
assistance and support for the Ukrainian 
Defence Forces.

Since the start of the war in 2014, the 
Friends have raised over $4.5 million, and 
since February 2022 they have raised over 
$1.7 million to support Ukraine. He urged 
everyone in the audience to give generous-
ly to continue supporting Ukraine’s colos-
sal needs.

The chaplain of the Edmonton branch of 
the Ukrainian Youth Association, Rev. Serhii 
Harahuc from the Protection of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary Parish, concluded the event 
with a prayer.

(Continued from page 11)

Edmonton’s...
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Vucic said that both he and Mr. Zeman con-
demned the Russian invasion of Ukraine, 
adding that Serbia was unique in Europe 
for not having imposed sanctions on 
Russia. “We never hide that,” Mr. Vucic said. 
At the same time, he announced greater 
humanitarian aid and support for Ukraine. 
“We will participate in the construction of 
certain cities and towns in Ukraine. We 
have already received an offer from their 
ambassador,” Mr. Vucic said. He also said 
that “the people of Serbia will never forget” 
Mr. Zeman’s apology for the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization (NATO) bombing of 
the former Yugoslavia in 1999. “He showed 
courage that no one in Europe has. He 
showed how great and brave people can 
make history. What he said two years ago 
remains in the hearts of our citizens,” Mr. 
Vucic said. Mr. Zeman apologized in 2021 
during a meeting with Mr. Vucic in Prague 
for the bombing for which he gave his con-
sent on behalf of the government as then-
prime minister of the Czech Republic. 
NATO launched the bombing because of 
crimes committed by Serbian forces and 
the exodus of the Albanian population dur-
ing the war in Kosovo. The bombing lasted 
78 days and ended with an agreement 
under which Serbian military and police 
forces withdrew from Kosovo. “Two years 
ago, during [Mr. Vucic’s] visit to Prague, I 
asked to be forgiven. I did that only once in 
my life,” Mr. Zeman said on January 30. Mr. 
Zeman, whose visit to Serbia is part of a 
farewell tour at the end of his five-year 
mandate, caused major divisions in the 
country with his actions, including advocat-
ing for closer ties with Beijing and, until 
Russia invaded Ukraine, with Moscow. Mr. 
Zeman’s successor, retired Czech Army Gen. 

Petr Pavel, was elected on January 28 in a 
second round of voting. Mr. Pavel won after 
a campaign that featured strong support 
for NATO and the European Union and sup-
port for aid to Ukraine. (RFE/RL’s Balkan 
Service)

Croatian president’s comments ‘unacceptable’

Ukraine’s Foreign Affairs Ministry has 
called a statement by Croatian President 
Zoran Milanovic that Crimea will never 
return to Ukrainian control “unacceptable.” 
Ukrainian Foreign Affairs Ministry spokes-
man Oleh Nikolenko wrote on Facebook on 
January 31 that “we consider the state-
ments of the president of Croatia, who 
actually questioned the territorial integrity 
of Ukraine, as unacceptable.” The post came 
in response to a comment by Mr. Milanovic 
a day earlier that it was “clear” Crimea, 
which Russia illegally annexed in 2014, will 
“never again be part of Ukraine.” (RFE/RL)

Poland recruits record number of soldiers

Poland’s armed forces have recruited the 
largest number of soldiers since it ended 
conscription in 2008 as Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine has sparked greater interest in 
defending the homeland. Poland recruited 
more than 13,500 professional soldiers last 
year, Defense Minister Mariusz Blaszczak 
said on January 28. The number is equiva-
lent to about 8 percent of Poland’s total 
armed forces of 164,000. Poland, which 
borders the Russian exclave of Kaliningrad, 
intends to increase its armed forces to 
300,000 professional soldiers in the com-
ing years. (RFE/RL)

Zelenskyy adviser slams IOC

Senior Ukrainian presidential aide 
Mykhay lo Podolyak criticized the Inter-
national Olympic Committee (IOC) on 
January 28 for siding with Russia after the 
IOC said the Olympic Council of Asia had 

offered Russian and Belarusian athletes a 
chance to compete in the Paris 2024 
Olympics. “#IOC proposes to the world pro-
motion of violence, mass murders, destruc-
tion. That’s why it insists Russian athletes 
should participate in contests as real 
‘ambassadors of death’,” Mr. Podolyak wrote 
on Twitter. “Sport doesn’t exist outside pol-
itics – sport promotes it. Thus, the IOC pro-
motes the [Russian] anti-human policy.” 
(RFE/RL)

Kazakh woman beats Russian grandmaster

An 18-year-old female Kazakh chess 
player beat Russian grandmaster Sergei 
Karyakin at the Chess Stars International 
Tournament in Moscow. Bibisara 
Asaubaeva, the first Muslim woman in his-
tory to become women’s World Blitz chess 
champion twice, defeated Mr. Karyakin in 
the tournament’s rapid format on January 
26. Ms. Asaubaeva, who currently holds the 
titles of international master and woman 
grandmaster, is competing for the tourna-
ment’s prize pool of $216,247. The blitz 
competitions were held on January 28-30. 
Mr. Karyakin commended Ms. Asaubaeva’s 
performance, calling her a “world champi-
on who plays very well.” Last year, the 

International Chess Federation (FIDE) dis-
qualified Mr. Karyakin for six months for 
publicly supporting Russia’s unprovoked 
invasion of Ukraine. The 33-year-old Mr. 
Karyakin has supported Russia’s invasion 
of Ukraine since it started on February 24, 
2022, which has been harshly criticized by 
many in the chess world. Mr. Karyakin, who 
was born in Crimea, the Ukrainian peninsu-
la that was illegally annexed by Russia eight 
years ago, represented Ukraine until 2009. 
(RFE/RL’s Kazakh Service, with reporting 
by Kazinform and KazTAG)

Ukraine bans officials’ trips abroad

Ukraine’s government has approved a 
resolution banning officials from traveling 
abroad. Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal said 
on January 27 that lawmakers, government 
members, local officials, prosecutors, judg-
es and other officials can travel abroad only 
on business trips, for medical reasons or to 
take care of minors. “No travel [abroad] to 
have a rest,” Mr. Shmyhal wrote on 
Telegram. A day earlier, lawmaker Mykola 
Tyshchenko was expelled from the ruling 
Servant of the People party for being in 
Thailand without parliament’s knowledge. 
(RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service)

(Continued from page 14)
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With deep sorrow, we announce

Myroslaw Wolosiansky
passed away peacefully on December 21, 2022, 

at the age of 96 at his home in New York City. 

He was born in Staryi Sambir, Lvivska Oblast, Ukraine 
and emigrated to the United States in 1949.

Viewing held was on December 27th at Michael’s 
Funeral Home in Queens, NY.  The Funeral Liturgy 
was at St. Mary’s Ukrainian Church in Ozone Park 
He was laid to rest at St. Andrew’s Cemetery in 
South Bound Brook, NJ on December 28, 2022.

Remaining in deep sorrow:
- Walentyna, his wife of 73 years, 
- daughter Irene Maslowych with her husband George, 
- son Walter Wolosiansky with his wife Sara.  

Myroslaw was beloved grandfather to Nadia, Jill, Dean and Cli� ord, 
and great-grandfather to Austin, Camryn, Quinn, Kendal and Calvin. 
His extended family live in the USA and Lvivska Oblast, Ukraine.

May he be eternally remembered - Вічная пам’ять!

Donations in memory of Myroslaw may be sent to:

STAND FOR UKRAINE – https://standforukraine.com
Donations will support the Armed Forces of Ukraine and Ukraine 
Humanitarian Fund. Слава Україні.

Yalchin and Biren Mammadov
Brothers Yalchin and Biren were born in Ukraine and moved to Baku 

Azerbaijan at an early age with sister Olga, for father’s work in the banking 
industry, while mom raised the three kids. The family returned to Ukraine in 
the 1990’s. They grew up in � nance and started up Bordok Kyiv Investment 
Group, and in the last few years, took on investment and ventures in 
Canada and North America for Technology data center investments and 
exports. Mother Denez passed in November 2022 and Yalchin and Biren 
returned to Kyiv from North America to be with family, and took on a 
technological initiative with their expeirence to take cellular sim-based 
Wi-Fi to war-ravaged blackout areas of Ukraine to help people let their 
families know they are ok. Sadly, on January 29th in the Donetsk region 
Russian forces ravaged the area and Yalchin and Biren perished along with 
3 others, with many wounded. We wish to thank the Ukrainian Ground 
Forces, without whom this could have been much worse. Our family’s 
thoughts and prayers go out to all victims, and we pray for God to shine 
wisdom and peace to those that are in charge that can end this con� ict 
instantly, and protect both Ukraine and Russian citizens from further loss.

Olga Mammadov

Natalia Holowinsky (née Petrowsky) was born on February 19, 1933, in 
Kalush, Ukraine. Fleeing her homeland in 1944 because of war, she spent 
the immediate post war years in Displaced Persons Camps, where she met 
her future husband, Ivan Holowinsky. She eventually emigrated to America 
with her parents in 1950 and married Ivan in 1952. The couple spent 60 years 
together until Ivan’s passing in 2013.

Natalia has devoted her entire life to her family and the Ukrainian-
American community. She was a life-long member of the Ukrainian Scouting 
Organization Plast and a founding member of Chortopolokhy. She generously 
volunteered her time with the Ukrainian National Women’s League of America 
(UNWLA) and served as President of the New Brunswick, New Jersey chapter 
for forty years. She was an accomplished pianist and taught piano for decades.  
When she left her home in 1944, the only thing she took with her was some 
piano music. Natalia was a loving wife, mother, grandmother and great-
grandmother, who enjoyed spending time with her family, summer beach 
vacations and maintained a colorful � ower garden surrounding her home.

Funeral services were held on December 17 at St. Michael the Archangel 
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Hillsborough, N.J.  Natalia was laid to rest next to 
her husband at the St. Andrew Ukrainian Cemetery in South Bound Brook, N.J.

Natalia Holowinsky is survived by:
Son Yurij and wife Kathy; grandson Roman and wife Anna Gawboy with 

great-grandson Mark Holowinsky; granddaughter Christina and husband 
Matt Barnes with great-grandson Henry Barnes; and granddaughter Anna 
Holowinsky

Daughter Mary with husband William Chen; grandson Andrew and wife 
Nada; grandson Alexander and wife Joy.

Memorial contributions may be made to UNWLA, 203 Second Avenue, 
New York, NY 10003, with notation «Humanitarian Aid to Ukraine».

Вічна Їй пам’ять!

With deep sorrow we share with family 
and friends, that on December 10, 2022, 

Natalia Holowinsky
our beloved mother, grandmother 

and great-grandmother passed into eternal rest.  



No. 6THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 202316

competitions, including the Asian Games 
that take place in September and October. 
The Games function as Olympic qualifiers 
in sports like archery and boxing.

Ukrainian athletes teamed up with sup-
port group Global Athlete to issue a stern 
response to the IOC, saying that allowing 
athletes from Russia and Belarus to com-
pete in Paris “sends a message to the world 
that it endorses Russia’s brutal war and 
invasion of Ukraine.”

In the joint statement, the athletes also 
said it is becoming clear that Russia has sig-
nificant influence over the IOC and its lead-
ership and the IOC is allowing the Games to 
be used for “sportswashing,” an effort to 
normalize, legitimize and distract people 
from the war.

“By allowing Russian and Belarusian 
athletes to compete, the IOC is strengthen-
ing Russia’s propaganda machine, empow-
ering the Putin regime and undermining 
peace,” the statement said.

Ukrainian athletes and Global Athlete 
said the IOC actions are in direct contraven-
tion of the Olympic Charter.

“The goal of Olympism is to place sport 
at the service of the harmonious develop-
ment of humankind with a view to promot-
ing a peaceful society concerned with the 
presentation of human dignity,” the state-
ment said.

The IOC’s decision to allow Russians and 
Belarusians to compete in Paris contradicts 
the IOC Charter, the statement said.

Ukraine’s minister of youth and sports 
said his country could boycott the 2024 
Olympics if Russian and Belarusian athletes 
are allowed to compete. He was supported 
by officials from Britain and Denmark who 
condemned the IOC’s decision.

Mr. Zelenskyy invited IOC President 
Bach to visit the war-torn city of Bakhmut 
to “see with his own eyes that neutrality 
does not exist.”

(Reporting by the Associated Press, 
Inside the Games and First Post)

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@
sfgsports.com.

(Continued from page 5)

International...

Germany’s diplomatic involvement has 
taken three forms, all temporary. In 2010, 
then-Chancellor Angela Merkel submitted 
the Meseberg Memorandum to then-Rus-
sian President Dmitry Medvedev, propos-
ing to create an E.U.-Russia Political and 
Security Committee to oversee European 
security affairs. The Kremlin was asked to 
provide a token of good faith by helping 
“resolve” the Transdniester conflict. Berlin, 
at that time, insisted that Moldova’s “feder-
alization” was the solution, which had all 
along been to Russia’s liking but unaccept-
able to Moldova. The German proposal cir-
cumvented not only the 5+2 format but 
also the E.U. and the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO), as Berlin acted uni-
laterally without a mandate from either of 
them. Mr. Medvedev embraced the propos-
al but, most likely for that reason, President 
Vladimir Putin did not deign to pursue it 
when he returned to the presidency (see 
Eurasia Daily Monitor, October 22, October 
22, 2010; March 31, 2011).

In 2016, then-German Foreign Affairs 
Minister Frank-Walter Steinmeier, chairing 
the Organization for Security and 
Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) that year, 
introduced the “Berlin Package” of “small 
steps,” amounting to the erosion of 
Moldova’s titles to sovereignty in 
Transdniester. Unlike Ms. Merkel in 2010, 
however, Mr. Steinmeier did not circumvent 
the 5+2 forum but acted directly through it 
in 2016, loading it with the “small steps” 
agenda for the ensuing years.

For an extended period, the German 
government hosted the “Bavarian 
Conference” process, which involved infor-
mal meetings of fairly large delegations 
from Chisinau and Tiraspol. The meetings 
were held in various Bavarian localities 
behind closed doors. The German govern-
ment took the position that these meetings 
were held under the OSCE’s auspices and 
that they were linked with the 5+2 process. 
In practice, however, the German govern-
ment was in every respect in charge of 
these meetings, acting in a full-fledged 
mediator’s role. This format fostered the 
impression of political equivalence 
between the Moldovan government and 
the unrecognized Tiraspol authorities. The 
Bavarian Conference process had to be sus-
pended in 2019 for the same reasons that 
the 5+2 process was: back-to-back 
Moldovan electoral cycles culminated in 
the rise of pro-Western forces.

The 5+2 forum has been a major success 

for Russian diplomacy during the 14 years 
of its active operation (2005-2019). It 
should be allowed to fade away quietly as it 
cannot be fixed. Russia designed it as a pro-
cess not for conflict resolution, but for con-
flict conservation, namely on Russian terms. 
Various interested parties – particularly 
Moldovan governments in years past – com-
plained that the 5+2 process was “dysfunc-
tional” and “ineffective.” Such complaints 
were naive. This forum functioned quite 
effectively for its Russian-designed purpose 
of “freezing” the conflict – as well as freezing 
any resolution on terms that would have 
been compatible with Moldova’s statehood 
and its European integration.

This format cannot be redeemed by 
upgrading the roles of the E.U. and United 
States from observers to full-fledged mem-
bers. This sort of repair was already under-
taken in 2005 when Russia allowed the E.U. 
and the U.S. to enter the forum as observers. 
These Western actors joined the Russian-
designed structure and ground rules. They 
legitimized it, and they adapted themselves 
to it, ultimately touting the Western-Russian 
“unity of views” in the 5+2 forum.

Moldova and Ukraine are now candidate 
countries for E.U. membership. This requires 
emancipating these two countries from con-
flict-resolution formats and security 
arrangements that include Russia. Accepting 
Russia back into these formats would block 
the European integration path for both 
countries. It would also open the door for 
Russia’s return to the European concert with 
destructive implications continent-wide. 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
understands those implications and has 
accordingly proposed a transformative con-
cept for Ukrainian and Euro-Atlantic securi-
ty, excluding Russia from participation (see 
Eurasia Daily Monitor, December 16, 2022).

The Moldovan government understands 
this, as does Kyiv, but Chisinau is at peace 
(at least for now) and the government is 
less vocal. Russia’s conduct in Ukraine (cap-
ping Russia’s long record in that regard) 
would make the reopening of the 5+2 
forum morally untenable on top of all other 
considerations.

To denounce the 5+2 arrangement, or 
officially declare it expired, would however 
be superfluous and counterproductive. 
This forum can be allowed to fade away 
quietly, simply by no longer convening it. 
The current, three-year inactivity can be 
prolonged informally, indefinitely.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)

Russian-Ukrainian...

became executive district commander 
while waiting for the new commander, pos-
sibly Lt. Gen. Andrei Mordvichev (1976), 
current commander of the 8th Guards 
Combined Arms Army, to be appointed 
(Kommersant, November 3, 2022; Ura.ru, 
January 10, 2023). For his part, Mr. Lapin 
was then appointed as chief of staff of 
ground forces after he had endured major 
public criticism and even verbal humilia-
tions coming from Chechen leader Ramzan 
Kadyrov and Yevgeny Prigozhin, head of 
the Wagner Group of mercenaries (RBC, 
January 10, 2023).

The same process was undertaken in the 
Eastern Military District, with former dis-
trict commander, Col. Gen. Aleksandr 
Chaiko (1971), who replaced Col. Gen. 
Gennady Zhidko (1965) in November 2021, 
being dismissed as early as July 2022. Mr. 
Zhidko once again became the district com-
mander after only several months as the 
chief of the Russian Armed Forces’ main 
political-military directorate and the depu-
ty minister of defense. In October 2022, he 
was finally replaced by Lt. Gen. Rustam 
Muradov, (1973) who had commanded the 
Russian peacekeeping forces in Karabakh 
in 2020-2021 and was deputy commander 
of the Southern Military District in 2018-
2022 (Kommersant, October 7, 2022).

All these turbulent appointments dem-
onstrate that the Kremlin embodies a lack 
of trust in its own military generals and, 
therefore, tries to delegate responsibility 
for disastrous decisions in Ukraine directly 
to them. Meanwhile, this command chaos 
also demonstrates how the last generation 
of Soviet officers appeared to be unpre-
pared for modern conventional warfare. 
Being mostly young lieutenants and cap-
tains, these officials decided to stay in mili-
tary service during the 1990s and suffered 
from the lack of training, temporary 
absence of salaries, low standards of living 
and fought in the bloody Chechen wars, 
while their colleagues started new careers. 
Their education is mostly limited to experi-
ence during the war in Afghanistan and 
their own professional development. And 
besides the five-day war against Georgia in 
2008, their tactical expertise is limited to 
the asymmetric campaigns in Chechnya, 
Ukraine (2014-2015) and Syria. Thus, their 
ability to “survive” more than two decades 
of President Vladimir Putin’s governance 

means they prioritize total personal politi-
cal loyalty, indoctrination and even resent-
ment toward Soviet practices, rather than 
developing real professional competences.

Even so, the Kremlin continues to doubt 
the political loyalty of its military generals. 
That is why Col. Gen. Viktor Goremykin 
(1959) became chief of the Russian mili-
tary’s main political-military directorate 
and the deputy minister of defense, replac-
ing Mr. Zhidko (Vedomosti, July 28, 2022). 
In 2009-2022, Mr. Goremykin was the chief 
of the Russian Armed Forces’ main person-
nel directorate, and, according to his official 
biography, he most likely was part of the 
military counterintelligence officers who 
subordinated themselves to the Russian 
Federal Security Service (Mil.ru, accessed 
January 26). The reason for this change was 
clarified by Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu 
as a lack of readiness to execute the combat 
tasks in Ukraine among Russian military 
personnel (Mil.ru, December 21, 2022).

Generally speaking, permanent fear of a 
coup d’etat and permanent prevention of 
this chimerical threat are key parts of the 
political culture of Soviet/Russian authori-
tarianism. The historical cases of Gen. Lavr 
Kornilov and Lev Trotsky, Stalin’s purges in 
the Soviet military leadership, Stalin’s and 
Khrushchev’s fears regarding Marshall 
Georgy Zhukov and even Boris Yeltsin’s 
fears of the political ambitions of Lt. Gen. 
Aleksandr Lebed and Lt. Gen. Lev Rokhlin in 
the 1990s all contributed to the develop-
ment of the Kremlin’s way of thinking. Now 
Moscow is trying to merge its military gen-
erals into the working command hierarchy, 
which is aimed at saving the Russian leader-
ship from complete defeat and breeds nei-
ther a heroic general with political ambi-
tions nor the leader of the “political party of 
stolen victory” in case of such defeat.

Even the proclaimed “military reforms,” 
with a planned extraction of the Moscow 
and Leningrad military districts from the 
Western Military Distric.t together with the 
transformation of brigades back into divi-
sions, means that many current colonels 
may soon become generals (TASS, Decem ber 
21, 2022). As such, the Kremlin has jump-
started bureaucratic and military competi-
tion among these colonels, hoping to avoid 
defeat and trying to balance their impact 
against the current generation of generals.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)
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France also gave mixed signals on the 
matter, with Defense Minister Sebastien 
Lecornu saying after talks in Paris on 
January 31 with Ukrainian Defense Minister 
Oleksiy Reznikov that “there was no taboo” 
about supplying Kyiv with fighter planes.

A day earlier, French President Emma-
nuel Macron also told reporters that “noth-
ing is excluded” when it comes to military 
assistance but he offered no specifics.

Mr. Reznikov, however, voiced guarded 
optimism at a joint news conference with 
Mr. Lecornu on January 31, saying that all 
of Ukraine’s requests were initially met 
with refusal by its allies, only to be eventu-
ally granted.

“In the beginning, all types of aid went 
through the ‘no’ phase. That means no as of 
today. The second stage: let’s discuss, study 
the technical possibilities. Third stage: let’s 
prepare your crews. And the fourth stage: 
take it. It happened with HIMARS, it hap-
pened with 155 mm artillery, the same with 
Bradley [fighting vehicles],” Mr. Reznikov said.

After months of reluctance, the United 
States and Germany agreed last month to 
send Abrams and Leopard 2 tanks, respec-
tively, to Ukraine, while the United 

Kingdom earlier in January said it would 
send 14 Challenger 2 tanks.

Germany also allowed other countries, 
such as Norway and Poland to send their 
German-made Leopard 2 tanks to Ukraine.

On January 31, Ukraine said it was 
expecting up to 140 modern tanks from its 
Western allies.

Foreign Affairs Minister Dmytro Kuleba 
gave an updated estimate on the number of 
tanks being supplied to Ukraine, saying 
that 12 countries had promised more than 
100 tanks after the U.S. and German oppo-
sition was lifted.

“Ukraine’s armed forces will receive 
between 120 and 140 modern Western 
tanks,” Mr. Kuleba said, describing the fig-
ure as the “first wave of contributions.”

“These are Leopard 2, Challenger 2, M1 
Abrams,” Mr. Kuleba said, without specify-
ing a timeline for the deliveries.

Mr. Kuleba noted too that Kyiv was “very 
much counting on” France to pass over to 
the Ukrainian military its Leclerc battle tank.

(With reporting by Reuters and AFP)

Copyright 2023, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-fighter-
planes-west/32248896.html).

(Continued from page 1)

Ukrainian defenders...
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French President Emmanuel Macron, who was to meet 
with Ukrainian Defense Minister Oleksiy Reznikov in Paris 
on January 31, sent a mixed message, telling reporters on 
January 30 that “nothing is excluded” when it comes to mil-
itary assistance.

But Mr. Macron, speaking in The Hague, said conditions 
would have to be met before fighter jets would be sent.

Polish Prime Minister Mateusz Mora wiecki also did not 
rule out a possible supply of F-16s to Ukraine in comments 
he made on January 30. But on January 31, Polish Deputy 
Defense Minister Wojciech Skurkiewicz told the AFP news 
agency that Poland was currently not having “official dis-
cussions” on transferring any of its own F-16s to Ukraine.

Britain, which earlier this month pledged to provide 
tanks to Ukraine, on January 31 rejected sending fighter 
jets. Prime Minister Rishi Sunak said he believes it is “not 
practical” to provide them, according to a Downing Street 
statement. It said training Ukrainian forces on “extremely 
sophisticated” Typhoons and F-35s would take too long, 
but it does not oppose allies sending their own jets.

Lithuanian President Gitanas Nauseda urged the West 
to keep all options open to requests from Ukraine for 
weaponry, including fighter jets.

Mr. Nauseda said in an interview with Lithuanian televi-
sion on January 31 that fighter aircraft and long-range mis-
siles are “essential military aid” and “at this crucial stage in 
the war, where the turning point is about to happen, it is 
important that we act without delay.”

Meanwhile, the United States is readying more than $2 
billion worth of military aid for Ukraine that is expected to 

include longer-range rockets for the first time as well as 
other munitions and weapons, two U.S. officials briefed on 
the matter told Reuters on January 31.

The aid is expected to be announced as soon as this 
week and is expected to include support equipment for the 
Patriot air-defense system, precision guided munitions and 
Javelin anti-tank weapons, the officials said.

One of the officials said a portion of the package would 
come from a fund that allows weapons from industry rath-
er than from existing U.S. weapons stocks.

The stepped-up calls for the aircraft come with Russia 
showing no sign of letting up in its attacks.

Several air-raid alerts were issued across Ukraine on 
January 31 in anticipation of possible fresh Russian air 
strikes on civilian and energy infrastructure as heavy fight-
ing continued unabated in the east.

A total of three large-scale air-raid warnings were 
announced late in the morning and early in the afternoon 
for all Ukrainian regions. They were subsequently canceled.

Ukrainian Air Force spokesman Yuriy Ihnat said the 
announcement of the air alert was connected with flights 
of Russian MiG-31K fighters, which can carry hypersonic 
Kinzhal Dagger missiles. He said on Ukrainian television 
that “air alarms are announced when this type of aircraft 
takes off.”

“The fact that they were not long indicates that these 
were ordinary training flights,” he added.

Such training flights can be carried out both for the pur-
pose of putting psychological pressure on Ukraine and on 
Europe, Mr. Ihnat said.

In recent months, Russian missile strikes have targeted 
critical infrastructure and civilian installations, causing 
extensive damage to Ukraine’s electricity grid in the depths 
of winter and claiming victims among civilians.

Moscow has repeatedly denied it targets civilians 
despite mounting widespread evidence to the contrary.

On the battlefield, British intelligence said Russians have 
launched a “more concerted” assault on Vuhledar, a coal 
mining town in Donetsk that has become the latest focal 
point of the battle for control of eastern Ukraine.

However, in its daily bulletin on January 31, the British 
Defense Ministry said that Moscow lacked the numbers to 
press a notable advance in the area.

“There is a realistic possibility that Russia will continue 
to make local gains in the sector. However, it is unlikely that 
Russia has sufficient uncommitted troops in the area to 
achieve an operationally significant breakthrough,” it said 
on Twitter.

Ukraine’s General Staff reported three Russian air strikes 
and four missile strikes, as well as more than 60 salvos from 
rocket systems that targeted Ukrainian settlements.

“The enemy continues to conduct offensive actions in 
the Lyman and Bakhmut directions, suffering heavy losses,” 
the General Staff said in its morning report.

“[The enemy] conducted unsuccessful offensive actions 
in the Avdiyivka and Novopavliyivka directions. In the 
direction of Kupyansk and Zaporizhia, the enemy is strug-
gling to defend its positions,” it said.

Russia claimed to have captured a village on the north-
ern edge of Bakhmut with the help of aerial support. There 
was no immediate response to the claim from Kyiv.

(With reporting by Reuters and AFP)

Copyright 2023, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted with the permis-
sion of Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut 
Ave. NW, Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see https://
www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-fighting-vuhledar-strikes/32247 
201.html).

(Continued from page 1)

Biden to speak...

the civilian infrastructure in Slov yansk, Kramatorsk and 
Druzhkivka in Donetsk, as well as four air strikes and 73 
salvoes from multiple rocket launchers, the military said.

The situation on the front line has become more diffi-
cult, President Volody myr Zelenskyy said on February 1.

“A definite increase has been noted in the offensive oper-
ations of the occupiers on the front in the east of our coun-
try. The situation has become tougher,” Mr. Zelenskyy said 
in his evening video address.

Mr. Zelenskyy said the Russians were trying to make 
gains that they could show on the first anniversary of the 
war on February 24.

The secretary of Ukraine’s Security Coun cil, Oleksiy 
Danilov, also warned that Russia was planning a major 
attack from multiple directions that could occur around the 
anniversary of the start of Russia’s invasion.

“Russia is preparing for maximum escalation,” Mr. Danilov 

told British television station Sky News on January 31.
“It is gathering everything possible, doing drills and 

training,” he said.
Mr. Danilov said the next two or three months will be 

“the defining months in the war.”
Ukrainian Defense Minister Oleksiy Reznikov referred to 

a transfer of troops, saying Moscow could “try something” 
to mark the anniversary of the invasion.

Mr. Reznikov, speaking to French broadcaster BFM, said 
Russian troops are massing at the border and according to 
the Ukrainian military’s assessment their number is more 
than the 300,000 called up in a mobilization in September.

Ukraine last week won pledges from the United States 
and Germany to send tanks to help it defend itself and has 
continued actively requesting more modern equipment, 
including fighter jets and long-range artillery, from its 
Western allies.

The United States has ruled out any deliveries of F-16 
fighter jets for now, but other partners have indicated they 
are more open to the idea.

The Kremlin has warned that Western military ship-

ments could cause an escalation in the conflict.
Russia also warned Israel against supplying weapons to 

Ukraine after Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
said he was considering doing so, including the so-called 
Iron Dome antimissile defense system.

Israel does not reject sending military aid to Ukraine, Mr. 
Netanyahu said on February 1 in an interview with CNN. 
Mr. Netanyahu said he was “definitely considering” provid-
ing military support to Kyiv.

Mr. Netanyahu also said he is ready to act as a mediator 
in negotiations between Russia and Ukraine if both sides 
and the United States agreed. Israel, which has more than 1 
million citizens from the former Soviet Union, has so far 
sought to maintain neutrality in the conflict.

(With reporting by Reuters and AFP)

Copyright 2023, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted with the permis-
sion of Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut 
Ave. NW, Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see https://
www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-major-russian-offensive-anniver-
sary-kramatorsk/32252018.html).
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Speaking at a joint news conference with Ukrainian 
President Volody myr Zelenskyy after their meeting, Ms. 
von der Leyen said that sanctions have been exacting a 
heavy price on Moscow, “throwing it back by a generation,” 
with the E.U. price cap on oil alone making Russia lose 
some 160 million euros ($176 million) daily.

Responding to a remark by Mr. Zelens kyy, who said Kyiv 
hopes the bloc’s sanctions campaign will gain momentum 
again after appearing to have “slightly slowed down” 
recently, Ms. von der Leyen said the E.U. would “introduce 
with our G-7 [Group of Seven] partners an additional price 
cap on Russian petroleum products, and by the 24th of 
February – exactly one year since the invasion started – we 
aim to have the 10th package of sanctions in place.”

Ms. von der Leyen also commended the Ukrainian gov-
ernment for taking swift action against corruption – one of 
the main conditions advanced by Brussels as mandatory for 
Kyiv’s progress on its path to eventual E.U. membership.

“You are taking notable steps forward to meet our rec-
ommendations, while at the same time fighting an inva-
sion,” Ms. von der Leyen said in a message posted on 
Twitter. “We will continue to support your efforts on mak-
ing further progress.”

Ukraine was granted candidate status for membership in 
the 27-member bloc in June, and Mr. Zelenskyy has pledged 
to root out entrenched corruption that has weakened the 
effectiveness of state institutions even as the country 
faced an increasingly aggressive Russia since 2014, culmi-

nating in Moscow’s unprovoked full-scale invasion.
Ms. von der Leyen’s visit comes a day after several high-

ranking officials’ homes were raided by anti-corruption 
agents in a second sweep in a week.

“Your determination to join the Euro pean Union is 
impressive,” Ms. von der Leyen said.

“I’m comforted to see that your anti-corruption bodies 
are on alert and effective in detecting corruption cases. ... I 
also commend you on reacting so rapidly at the political 

level to make sure that the fight against corruption is deliv-
ering tangible results and is further stepped up,” she said.

“Good to be back in Kyiv, my 4th time since Russia’s 
invasion,” Ms. von der Leyen wrote on Twitter. “This time, 
with my team of Commissioners. We are here together to 
show that the E.U. stands by Ukraine as firmly as ever. And 
to deepen further our support and cooperation.”

E.U. foreign policy chief Josep Borrell and Enlargement 
Commissioner Oliver Varhelyi were among the members 
of the delegation to arrive in Kyiv on February 2.

“Arrived in Kyiv to convey E.U.’s strongest message of 
support to all Ukrainians defending their country,” Mr. 
Borrell wrote on Twitter, adding, “E.U. assistance has 
reached 50 billion euros [$55 billion] since the start of 
Russia’s war. Europe stood united with Ukraine from day 
one. And will still stand with you to win and rebuild.”

“The meeting will be an opportunity to exchange on the 
many areas of cooperation between the E.U. and Ukraine,” 
a commission statement said, calling the event a “strong 
symbol” of the bloc’s support for Ukraine “in the face of 
Russia’s unprovoked and unjustified aggression.”

European Council President Charles Michel was sched-
uled to arrive for a summit meeting on February 3.

Ukrainian Prime Minister Denys Shmy hal has called the 
meetings “two extremely important events” for his coun-
try’s European integration.

(With reporting by AFP and AP)

Copyright 2023, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted with the permission 
of Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. 
NW, Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see https://www.
rferl.org/a/ukraine-leyen-kyiv-visit-eu/32252126.html).
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European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen 
(left) met with Ukrainian President Volodymyr 

Zelenskyy (right) in Kyiv on February 2.

@vonderleyen/Twitter
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Katie Volynets’ upset of ninth-seeded Veronika 
Kudermetova (6-4, 2-6, 6-2) in the round of 64 at the 2023 
Australian Open on January 18-29 in Melbourne, Australia, 
was described as “stunning.” It was particularly sweet for 
her family back in Ukraine, who are extremely proud of 
her victories while surviving the daily perils of an ongoing 
war.

Born in the United States to Ukrainian parents, the 
21-year-old did not learn English until she started school 
in California because her parents did not want their 
daughter to learn English from them.

She took up tennis at age 5 and frequently visited her 
parents’ homeland as a child. While there, she met her 
cousins and grandparents. Her most recent trip to Ukraine 
was after Wimbledon in 2021 and she has always received 
support from her many cousins.

Most of Volynets’s family lives in Kyiv and 
Dnipropetrovsk where Russian missiles have frequently 
rained down since Russia’s invasion began in February 
2022.

In a January 19 interview with Reuters, Volynets said 
that “it’s really a difficult time. Before, everyone used to be 
able to move about the country however they wanted to 
and go on with their days. And now it’s just day-to-day.

“I really feel for them. To have their support through all 
of this is incredible. Whenever I come out on the courts, I 
hope I’m supporting them as well because they’re watch-
ing and I stay strong for them.”

Rublev allegedly heckled by Ukrainian fans

World No. 6 men’s tennis player Andrey Rublev defeat-
ed Emil Ruusuvuori in his second-round match at the 
Australian Open, but all was not well with the Russian who 
suggested that Ukrainian fans insulted him and screamed 
“nasty things” at him.

It was reported that some spectators draped a 
Ukrainian flag over an advertising board and Rublev was 
seen speaking to the chair umpire about the alleged verbal 
abuse he was receiving from the fans.

Ironically, the Moscow-born Rublev has been quite out-
spoken about his support for Ukraine since Russia invaded 
their western neighbor last February. During last year’s 
Dubai Tennis Championships, Rublev’s famously writing 
“no war please” on a camera went viral and was widely 
reported on by the press.

The Russian was asked about the draping of the 
Ukrainian flag and the alleged spectator abuse following 
his second-round win. He answered by saying that he had 
no issues with the flag, but was insulted by the fans telling 
him “bad words and nasty things,” especially when play 
stopped for changeovers.

This came on the heels of some fans displaying a 
Russian flag during a match between Ukrainian Kateryna 
Baindl and Russian Kamilla Rakhimova, which led to 
Russian flags being banned from the Australian Open.

Usyk equates Russia’s Putin with “Third Reich”

While Russia’s invasion of Ukraine nears its first anni-

versary in February, world heavyweight boxing champion 
Oleksandr Usyk took direct aim at Ukraine’s enemy, calling 
out Russia as an incarnation of the “Third Reich.”

“The Russian Federation is Ukraine’s enemy,” Usyk said 
in a video posted on his Instagram account. “It is an enemy 
that wants to kill all the people in the world. They say that 
they will hit France, Poland, Britain.” The 35-year-old went 
on to add that Russian President Vladimir Putin is continu-
ing “Hitler’s work.”

Usyk returned to his native land to join his country’s 
territorial defense battalion when Russia invaded Ukraine 
on February 24, 2022. In August 2022, he was given per-
mission to leave Ukraine to get ready for his rematch 
against Anthony Joshua of Great Britain, whom he defeat-
ed on August 20, 2022, in Saudi Arabia.

No longer on the frontlines, Usyk nonetheless utilizes 
his platform to publicize Ukraine’s dire situation, speak on 
behalf of the Ukrainian people and zero in on Russia, com-
paring them to the German Nazis of World War II.

“You attacked Ukraine, supposedly to protect Russians 
who do not want your protection. The same way you 
attacked Czechoslovakia, years ago you came to other cit-
ies and to Georgia, etcetera,” Usyk said in his video. “You 
come everywhere with protection, but you do not protect 
Russians in Russia itself. You do not protect them in any 
way. You are fighting against fascism and Nazism, which 
does not exist,” he said.

“You are the Third Reich in all the variety of its manifes-
tations. What Hitler didn’t do, your president continues to 
do. Can you imagine? Yes,” he said.

Usyk is presently negotiating to face World Boxing 
Council (WBC) heavyweight champion Tyson Fury in a 
title unification bout.

Boxing coach killed by missile

Hundreds of Ukrainians came out to a local sports acad-
emy in Dnipro, Ukraine, on January 17 to pay their 
respects to boxing coach Mykhailo Korenovsky. The coach 
lost his life when a Russian missile hit a block of apartment 
buildings several days earlier. Korenovsky was one of 
some 45 people killed by the Russian air strike in the east-
ern Ukrainian city. It was reported that six children per-
ished in the strike, including an 11-month-old baby.

The 39-year-old’s wife and two daughters were not 
home when their apartment was struck on January 14.

Boxers who trained with Korenovsky and his colleagues 
described him as well loved and well respected in the com-
munity. Some referred to the coach as a legend and a sec-
ond father.

Many of the coach’s boxers have won competitions in 
Ukraine and abroad.

Korenovsky’s family had reportedly gone out for a walk 
when the missile struck. He was getting ready to join them 
for a stroll through the city’s streets before the missile 
struck.

Ukraine wins 26 medals at 2023 Para Nordic 
Skiing World Championships

Ukrainian Paralympic athletes continued to shine 
brightly on the international stage in Ostersund, Sweden, 
at the 2023 FIS Para Nordic Skiing World Championships. 
The cross-country and biathlon events took place from 
January 20-29. Nineteen countries took part in the compe-
tition with 24 athletes representing Ukraine.

Ukrainian Para athletes won 26 medals in Sweden: five 
gold, eight silver and 13 bronze medals. The result was 
good for second place overall, two behind Germany’s total 
of 28. Ukraine was fourth in total gold medals.

Top individual performers included Grygorii 
Vovchynskyi with five medals (three silver, two bronze), 
Oleksandr Kazik (three gold medals and a bronze) and 
Bohdana Konashuk (three silver and a bronze). Winning 
three medals each were Serhii Romaniuk (three bronze), 
Pavlo Bal (a gold, silver and bronze), Taras Rad (a pair of 
silvers and a bronze) and Liudmyla Liashenko (gold, silver, 
bronze). Oksana Shyshkova won a silver and bronze.

Of note, Kazik swept the three biathlon events in the 
visually impaired category, winning gold in the 7.5-kilome-
ter, 10-kilometer and 12.5-kilometer races. All five of 
Ukraine’s gold medals were won in biathlon. Ukraine won 
15 medals in biathlon and 11 medals in skiing.

Ukraine wins Fair Play Award in Lake Placid

Prior to departing Lake Placid, N.Y., and returning to 
homes in North America and Europe, Team Ukraine 
received a most special honor when it was presented with 
the Fair Play Award for participating in the 2023 World 
University Games despite Russia’s ongoing full-scale war 
on their country.

The head of Ukraine’s delegation and the Students 
Sport Federation Vadym Stetsenko was bestowed the 
award by International Fair Play Committee Secretary 
General Sunil Sabharwal and Executive Director Gabor 
Deregan. According to a statement from officials, Ukraine 
was selected because of the “courageous participation of 
its team of athletes and officials … under the difficult cir-
cumstances.”

Eric Saintroud, the secretary general of the Federation 
Internationale du Sport Universitaire (FISU), said that, “It 
was a very emotional moment when we attributed the Fair 
Play Award to team Ukraine. I believe they deserve it 
because of the way that they have been working to put in 
place a team was quite difficult.”

“All of their venues have been destroyed and we believe 
that they deserve this Fair Play Award and it was given to 
the head of the Ukrainian delegation,” Saintroud said in a 
January 23 statement to the media in Lake Placid, N.Y.

Ukraine won six medals in Lake Placid with snowboard-
er Mykhailo Kharuk claiming the country’s lone gold 
medal to go with a bronze in the parallel giant slalom. 
Other Ukrainian medal winners included Nadiia Hapatyn 
(a bronze in snowboard), Dmytrii Hrushchak (silver in 
biathlon and bronze in mixed relay) and Dmytro 
Mazurchak and Vitalii Hrebeniuk (bronze in Nordic com-
bined men’s team sprint).

Figure skater killed in Bakhmut

In the middle of December 2022, Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said that over 180 Ukraine athletes 
had been killed since the full-scale Russian invasion began 
in February. Unfortunately, that number continues to rise. 
On January 25, it was reported that 25-year-old Dmytro 
Sharpar had lost his life in active combat duty fighting 
against Russia in Bakhmut. Sharpar was a figure skater 
who represented Ukraine at the 2016 Winter Youth 
Olympic Games. He qualified after finishing second in the 
2015 Ukraine championships.

Originally from Kharkiv, Ukraine, Sharpar partnered 
with another Kharkiv native, Anastasiya Pobizhenko. The 
duo finished 10th in the pairs competition at the Youth 
Olympics.

After his competitive career, Sharpar skated in the 
Grand Circus Ice Show.

Lakers gift replacement rings to Medvedenko

Los Angeles Lakers’ team governor Jeanie Buss made a 
heartwarming gesture to former Laker player Slava 
Medvedenko on January 23 when she gifted the Ukrainian 
two replacement National Basketball Association (NBA) 
championship rings he won in 2001 and 2002. In July 

Ukrainian boxing coach Mykhailo Kore novsky was 
killed after a Russian missile hit an apartment complex 

in the Ukrainian city of Dnipro on January 14.

Twitter.com/DefenseU

Volynets worries about family

(Continued on page 19)

Dmytro Sharpar, 25, a Ukrainian figure skater from 
Kharkiv, was killed in Bakhmut on January 23 while 

defending Ukraine.

Facebook.com/skateukraineorg
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Through March 10 Art exhibit by Alexander Motyl, “Ukraine in Ruins, 1941-1942, 
New York 2022,” Columbia University, https://harriman.columbia.edu

February 6 Panel presentation, “The Politics of Soviet Famines Under Lenin
Stanford, CA and Stalin,” with Norman N. Naimark, Bertand M. Patenaude,
 Amir Weiner and Jovana Lazic Knezevic, Hoover Institution
 Library and Archives, Stanford University, www.hoover.org

February 9 Concert, “Svjata Vatra,” Ukrainian Canadian Congress
Ottawa (Ottawa branch), Embassy of Estonia, Ukrainian Banquet
 and Convetion Hall, www.eventbrite.ca

February 9 Film screening and discussion, “Sniper: The White Raven,” 
New York Ukrainian Film Club of Columbia University, 
 https://harriman.columbia.edu

February 9-10 Conference, “Rebuilding Ukraine, Rebuilding the World,” 
Cambridge, MA Temerty Contemporary Ukraine Program, Harvard
 University, www.huri.harvard.edu

February 11 Philadelphia Debutante Banquet and Ball, Ukrainian 
Philadelphia	 Engineers’Society	of	America	(Philadelphia),	Bellevue
 Hotel, www.eventbrite.com or 610-277-1284

February 11 Valentine Designer Bag Bingo, benefit for Ukrainian
Jenkintown, PA Federation of America programs, Ukrainian Educational 
 and Cultural Center, 215-782-1075

February 11 Family Pierogy Night, Knights of Columbus St. Volodymyr
Ottawa		 the	Great	Council,	Ukrainian	Catholic	Women’s	League	of
 Canada, St. John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Shrine, 
 kofc9557events@gmail.com 

February 14 Meet the artists reception, with members of the Lviv
New York National Philharmonic Orchestra, Ukrainian Institute of
 America, www.ukrainianinstitute.org

February 15 Presentation by Joshua D. Zimmerman, “Pilsudski and the Kyiv
Cambridge, MA Campaign, May-June 1920. Why Poland Championed Ukrainian
 Independence,” Harvard University, www.huri.harvard.edu

February 16 Presentation by Oleksandra Keudel, “What Makes Ukraine
New York Resilient in an Asymmetric War? A Survey of Local 
	 Governments’	Emergency	Responses,”	Columbia
  University, https://harriman.columbia.edu 

February 18 58th annual Debutante Ball, Ukrainian American Youth
Parsippany, NJ  Association, Sheraton Parsippany Hotel, 
 https://cym.org/us/deb-tickets/

February 18 Pre-Lenten Zapusty dinner, Ukrainian Educational and
Jenkintown, PA Cultural Center, www.ueccphila.org

February 22 Presentation by Yana Prymachenko, “Historical Fakes in
Cambridge, MA Russian Media During the First Phase of the Russian 
 Aggression Against Ukraine,”Harvard University, 
 www.huri.harvard.edu

February	23	 Prayer	vigil	marking	the	one-year	anniversary	of	Russia’s
Somerset, NJ invasion of Ukraine, Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the
 U.S.A., Ukrainian Cultural Center, www.uocofusa.org

February	23	 One-year	anniversary	commemoration	of	Russia’s	invasion
Ottawa of Ukraine, Ukrainian National Federation (Ottawa-
 Gatineau branch), Rideau Canal, ottawa@unfcanada.ca

February	23	 Presentation	by	Andrei	Soldatov,	“Russia’s	War:	
Stanford, CA  The Inside Politics of the Russian Invasion of Ukraine,” 
 Stanford University, www.creees.stanford.edu

February	24	 One-year	commemoration	since	Russia’s	invasion	of
Cambridge, MA Ukraine, Harvard University, www.huri.harvard.edu

February 24 Stand with Ukraine rally, Ukrainian Canadian Congress
Ottawa (Ottawa branch), Parliament Hill, www.ottawaucc.ca

February 24 Stand with Ukraine Candlelight Vigil, “One Year of War,” 
Jenkintown, PA Ukrainian Educational and Cultural Center, www.ueccphila.org

February 25 Concert, “The 365th of February: Music of the 
Jenkintown, PA Unbreakable,”Ukrainian Educational and Cultural Center, 
 www.ueccphila.org

February	24	 Rally	to	mark	the	one-year	anniversary	of	Russia’s	invasion
Washington of Ukraine, Ukrainian Congress Committee of America, 
 Lincoln Memorial, www.ucca.org

March 7 Trip to Philadelphia Flower Show, Ukrainian American
Philadelphia Senior Association of Philadelphia, departs from Ukrainian 
 Educational and Cultural Center, 215-699-6068

March 7 Presentation by Sofia Zielyk, “The Pysanka: Coming Full 
New York Circle,”Columbia University, https://harriman.columbia.edu

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

2022, Medvedenko sold his two championship rings for 
$253,534 and donated the funds to his native Ukraine. 
Proceeds from the sale went to his Fly High Foundation 
that focuses on repairing sports infrastructure facilities 
damaged during the war.

“We want to restore gyms because the Russian army 
bombed more than 100 schools,” he told the Associated 
Press in July. “Our country, they need a lot of money to fix 
the schools. Sports gyms are going to be last in the line to 
fix. In Ukraine, we have winter and kids need to play 
inside.”

Beyond selling the rings to raise money for Ukraine’s 
war effort, Medvedenko also joined Ukraine’s territorial 
defense forces despite having no prior military experi-
ence.

Sobol joins French club RC Strasbourg

RC Strasbourg of the French Ligue 1 (the top tier of soc-
cer in the country) announced the signing of Ukrainian 
international Eduard Sobol from Club Brugge in Belgium’s 
top domestic football league. The defender inked a deal 
for three-and-a-half years, worth 2 million euros 
($2,125,000) plus 500,000 euros ($521,800) in add-ons 
(usually bonuses).

The 27-year-old Sobol won three league titles playing 
in Belgium, having scored four goals and 11 assists in 83 
appearances in the Belgian top league. He has not played 
since last November.

From 2013-2021, he played for Shakhtar Donetsk, 
although his playing time came while he was on loan with 
other Ukrainian clubs and a pair of Czech teams.

He primarily plays the left back position and is slated to 
fill in for the injured Thomas Delaine with Strasbourg. The 
French side first took interest in the Ukrainian during his 
time with Slavia Prague in 2017-2018, specifically the 
Sparta-Slavia derby between Prague’s two rivals. After 
that, Sobol got on the Alsace club’s radar and with time 
they made their move to add Sobol to their ranks.

Kostyuk upset with pro-Russian  
displays

Tennis star Marta Kostyuk was utterly appalled seeing 
Russian flags and pro-Putin demonstrations at the 2023 
Australian Open. The latter half of the tournament saw a 
number of incidents echoing the ongoing conflict between 
Russia and Ukraine. Banned Russian flags reappeared in 
the stands for Novak Djokovic’s win over Andrey Rublev. 
Djokovic’s father created additional controversy when he 
posed with a Russian nationalist holding a flag with the 
image of Putin and sporting the Russian “Z” military sym-
bol on his chest.

Kostyuk admitted to feeling emotional pain.
“It hurts a lot because there were specific rules that 

were printed outside that you’re not allowed to bring out 
the flags and so on,” she said in addressing the media in 
Melbourne on January 26. “It really hurts that they were 
there for quite some time. They were there on the court, in 
the stands as well and I just don’t understand as well. It 
really hurts and I don’t understand how this can be possi-
ble,” she said.

Djokovic’s father decided against attending the Serb’s 
semifinal match against Tommy Paul amid calls for him to 
be banished from the tournament. Australian Open offi-
cials promised to crack down even more on Russian and 
Belarusian flags and symbols being displayed in 
Melbourne Park for the rest of the competition.

Djokovic rallied to defend his father after a video 
emerged showing him posing with fans holding Russian 
flags. The son claimed his father was “misused” and that 
his family was against war. He said his father was walking 
by and stopped for a photo with what he thought were 
only Serbian flags.

Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese was quick 
to reiterate his country’s support for Ukraine and criticize 
supporters of the Russian invasion.

Albanese told a news conference that Australia “stands 
with the people of Ukraine. That is Australia’s position and 
Australia is unequivocal in our support for the rule of 
international law,” he said. “We do not want to see any 
support given to the Russian invasion of Ukraine that is 
having a devastating impact on the people of Ukraine.”

Srdjan Djokovic later apologized for posing with 
Russian fans in Australia. In an emailed statement, the 
father wrote that, “I am here to support my son only. I had 
no intention of causing such headlines or disruption.”

(Additional reporting by Reuters, The Indian Express-
News Guard, Metro UK, AFP Global News, Newsweek and 
SB Nation/Bloody Elbow,  Inside the Games, Fox News.
com, Daily Mail.com, Get French Football News, Mirror.
com and U.K. Sport)

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@sfgsports.com.

(Continued from page 18)
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