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1987: A LOOK BACK 
Human rights and glasnost in USSR 

The year 1987 was by all descrip
tions the year that "glasnost" and 
"perestroika," the Russian words for 
openness and restructuring, ex
ploded into world consciousness as 
well as into our daily vocabulary. As 
the centerpiece in Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev's campaign to 
revitalize a stagnating society and 
economy, glasnost and perestroika 
also served to rejuvenate human 
and national rights activity in the 
USSR and stirred up the human 
rights community in the West, much 
to the general secretary's distaste. 

In 1987 we witnessed glasnost in 
action, both in its implementation as 
a policy facing internal conservative 
opposition and as an effective pro
paganda tool abroad. 

Among the biggest news this year 
was the fate of the some 650 known 
prisoners of conscience that were 
incarcerated in Soviet penal institu
tions in the beginning of 1987. 

In early and mid-February, the 
Soviets announced twc limited am
nesties by two separate decrees of 
the Presidium of the Supreme So
viet on February 2 and 9, respective
ly, that were to free a total of 280 
political and religious prisoners.' 

The prisoners affected were main
ly, those sentenced for "anti-Soviet 
agitation and propaganda" under 
Article 70 of the RSFSR Criminal 
Code, and most of them had to draft 
or sign some kind of statement 
promising to refrain from further 
"anti^Soviet" activity. 

Soviet Foreign Ministry spokes
man Gennadi Gerasimov announced 
on February 10 that the pardons 
were issued as part of a review of the 
Criminal Code that was being 
carried out "so that we may have 
fewer people behind bars and be
hind barbed wire." 

The group release, which in rea
lity resembled a figure of less than 
half of the 280 releases promised, 
was nevertheless the largest since 
1953. when, after the death of 
Joseph Stalin, Nikita S. Krushchev 
freed hundreds of thousands of 
political prisoners. 

Many of those freed under the two 
amnesties, the rights activists of the 
1970s and'early 1980s, emerged as 
major figures in the news, as they 
either emigrated to the West or 
became leaders in a renewed move
ment for human and national rights 

in the.new era of glasnost in the 
Soviet Union. 

Among the 130 or so released as a 
result of the pardons in February 
were such well-known figures as 
losif Begun, a leader in the Jewish 
emigration movement, and dissi
dent psychiatrist Dr. Anatoly Korya-
gin, who emigrated with his family to 
Switzerland in late April. 

Also freed were Sergei Khodoro-
vich of the Russian Social Fund to 
Aid Soviet Political Prisoners and 
their Families, who also emigrated 
in April, and Moscow Helsinki Moni
tors Ivan Kovalyov and Tatiana 
Osipova, who left the USSR, also in 
April, for a new life in the West. 

Moscow literary critic Sergei Gri-
goryants and journalist Lev Timo-
feyev were both released in Fe
bruary and later emerged in the 
forefront of a movement set up by 
themselves and dissidents from all 
parts of the Soviet Union to test the 
limits of glasnost. 

A Russian Orthodox priest, the 
Rev. Gleb Yakunin, was freed from 
exile and was, to the surprise of 
many, fully reinstated on May 12 as a 
priest by the Russian Orthodox 
Church, after 21 years without the 
right to serve in that capacity. He, 
too, has re-emerged in the forefront 
of the struggle for religious rights in 
the Soviet Union, as has another 
religious activist and dissident, 
Alexander Ogorodnikov, freed in 
February, who in July began pub
lishing an unofficial journal of reli
gious dissent in Moscow. 

The Ukrainians freed under the 
two limited amnesties in February 
were: Ukrainian Catholic lay activist 
Yosyp Terelia, Ukrainian nationalist 
Zorian Popadiuk, Pentecostals Vasyl 
and Halyna Barats, Ukrainian Hel
sinki monitor Myroslav Marynovych, 
onetime editor of the samvydav 
Ukrainian Herald Oieksander Shev-
chenko, another Herald editor Vitaliy 
Shevchenko, Ukrainian rights acti
vist Stepan Khmara, Vasyl Fedc-
renko, Mykola Ihnatenko, Valeriy 
Ostrenko, Vasyl Ploskonis, Valentin 
Pohorily, Roman Catholic activist 
Sofia Belyak and Baptist activist 
Ulyana Germaniuk, who died of 
cancer on July 3. 

Several Ukrainian political priso
ners were released before their 
terms expired by individual pardon, 
including Mykola and Raisa Ru-

denko, who were freed from exile in 
the Gorno-Altayskaya autonomous 
region in mid-May. A poet, co-
founder and leader of the Ukrainian 
Helsinki Monitoring Group, Mr. 
Rudenko and his spouse, Raisa, 
were serving terms for "anti-Soviet 
agitation and propaganda." 

Only two political prisoners, in
cluding one Ukrainian, of the 19 who 
were serving harsh sentences in the 
notorious special-regimen labor 
camp No. 36-1 at Perm were released 
before completing their terms. 

Mykhailo Horyn, a Ukrainian na
tional rights advocate from the 
western Ukrainian city of Lviv, was 
freed on July 3, two weeks after 
the June 25 release of Moscow 
dissident.Leonid Borodin from 
Camp 36-1 at Kuchino in the Perm 
region. 

Lithuanian literary historian Vik-
toras Petkus, a member of the Lithu
anian and Ukrainian Helsinki 
groups, was transferred into exile 
after completing his labor camp 
term at Perm camp No. 36-1 in 
August. 

Ukrainian Helsinki Group found
ing member Lev Lukianenko was 
due to be sent into exile when his 
labor camp term expired on Decem
ber 12, but the dissident attorney's 
current whereabouts are unknown. 
He also was incarcerated in Perm 
camp No. 36-1 for 10 years. 

There are 16 prisoners left in that 
death camp, 10 are Ukrainian. 

Three Ukrainian dissidents com
pleted exile terms in 1987 and either 
returned to their homes in Ukraine 
or emigrated. Danylo Shumuk fi
nished his five-year exile term in 
Karatobe in the Kazakh SSR on 
January 12. A veteran political pri
soner, Mr. Shumuk spent some 40 
years in German, Polish and Soviet 
incarceration for political activity. 

Ukrainian national rights activist 
Ivan Hel completed an exile term in 
the Komi ASSR in mid-January and 
returned to his hometown of Lviv. 
The dissident spent the last 15 years 
in labor camp and exile for dissemi
nating samvydav literature. 

Ukrainian Helsinki monitor Ok-
sana Popovych was freed after com
pleting a five-year exile term in the 
Tomsk region and returned to her 
home'in Ivano-Frankivske in western 
Ukraine. 

The Soviet government in mid-
June declared another limited am
nesty, this time to mark the 70th 
anniversary of the October Socialist 

Three men who emerged' at the forefront of a renewed 
movement for human, national and cultural rights in the 
USSR in 1987. From left: Glasnost editor Sergei Gri-

goryants, Ukrainian Herald editor Vyacheslav Chornovil 
no a leader of the Ukrainian Culturological Club. Leonid 

Milyavsky. 

Revolution, which in a six-month 
period was to have affected half of 
the some 580 political prisoners 
known to have been incarcerated in 
June. 

The Presidium of the USSR Su
preme Soviet on June 18 published 
a decree, which listed categories of 
political prisoners set to be released 
or their sentences reduced. 

In reality the amnesty has affected 
over 100 lesser-known political 
prisoners. The latest total figure of 
known political prisoners was pub
lished in the November 15 issue of 
USSR News Brief, which listed over 
450 names. 

A number of former Soviet politi
cal prisoners and famous Jewish 
refuseniks were permitted to emi
grate during 1987. 

The 72-year-old Mr. Shumuk, 
freed in January, emigrated to Ca
nada on May 23, when he was re
united with his nephew, Ivan Shu
muk of Vernon, B.C., whose decade-
old effort to free his uncle and bring 
him to Canada finally succeeded. 

The 44-year-old Mr. Terelia. foun
der of the Initiative Group for the 
Defense of the Rights of Believers 
and the Church in Ukraine who was 
freed In February, also emigrated 
from his formerhometown of Dovhe, 
in Transcarpathia, to Canada with' 
his wife, Olena, and three small 
children on September 30. 

The Rudenkos arrived on Decem
ber 13 in West Germany for medical 
treatment with intentions of remain
ing in the West 

Ukra in ian Bapt ist d issident 
Mykhaylo Kopot, 26, emigrated 
from Lviv to the United States with 
his parents on October 2. Thefamily 
has settled in Chicago. 

Leading Jewish activist Ida Nudel 
was permitted to emigrate to Israel 
in October, as was Jewish refusenik 
Vladimir Slepak. 

The 21-year-old former leader of 
the Latvian Helsinki '86 group, 
Rolands Silaraups, was expelled 
from Latvia on July 25 and has 
settled in the United States. Two 
other Baltic activists, Tiit Madisson, 
37, and Vytautas Skuodis, 58, were 
expelled from Estonia and Lithuania, 
respectively, in September. All three 
Baits had served sentences for 
national rights activity. 

Glasnost both stirred up and 
revealed unprecedented mass de
monstrations of nationalist senti
ment, beginning actually in Decem
ber 1986 with youth riots in Alma-
Ata, in the Kazakh SSR, upon the 
replacement of the Kazakh party 
chief with a Russian supporter of 
Mr. Gorbachev's policies. 

The need on the part of the Soviet 
government to take a serious look at 
the nationalities issue was demon
strated in 1987 by mass protests in 
Alma-Ata. Moscow and the Baltic 
states, by the formation of numerous 
unofficial groups throughout 'he 
country concerned with national 
culture and by calls for reform :t\ thp 
nationalities policy by well-knowi' 
writers and educators in Ukraine 
and Byelorussia. 

A new wave of protests by 'ht; 
Crimean Tatars calling for restora
tion of their ancestral homel >d 
began in April when the Crimean 
Tatars in exile chose representatives 
for negotiations with Soviet If "ler 
Mikhail Gorbachev. The high nt 
of the protests was demonstrations 
in Red Square in Moscow that at
tracted some 500 protesters in mid-
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July. These protests weresupported 
by several well-known Soviet 
writers, among them Bulat Okud-
zhava. Vladimir Dudintsev and Yev
geny Yevtushenko. 

The authorities entered into nego
tiations with representatives of the 
Crimean Tatars several times, trying 
to persuade them to stop the de
monstrations and leave Moscow. In 
a meeting with Soviet president 
Andrei Gromyko, the Tatars were 
informed of the creation of a State 
Commission for Solving the. Cri
mean Tatar Question, headed by Mr. 
Gromyko. In its first report, issued 
on October 15, the commission 
urged improved cultural life for 
Crimean Tatars, but rejected claims 
that they have a right to live in their 
former Crimean homeland. J . " 

Nationalism in the Baltic repub
lics, particularly in Latvia, was mani
fested in massive demonstrations 
and protests throughout 1987. 

A group of Latvian national rights 
activists formed a new Helsinki 
watch group, called Helsinki 86, in 
the city of Liepaja in July 1986, it was 
learned in January. Two of the 
group's founders, Linards Grantins 
and Raimonds Bitenieks, were ar
rested in August 1986 for their 
activity. 

Mass protests, however, began in 
December 1986, when some 300 
Latvian youths held a demonstra
tion on December 27 in front of the 
Latvian Monument to Freedom, 
shouting slogans such as, "Down 
with Soviet Russia! Freedom in a 
Free Latvia!" 

An open-air art festival in Riga on 
Easter Sunday, April 19, turned into 
a major demonstration when nearly 
500 Latvian youths surrounded a 
militia car and forced the release of 
two youths who had been arrested, 
and later took their protest into the 
streets. 

Some 3,000 people gathered at 
the Latvian Monument of Freedom 
on June 14 to honor the Baltic 
victims of Soviet mass deportations, 
and to protest Russification policies 
and the continued incarceration of 
Baltic dissidents. The peaceful 
ceremony, organized by Helsinki 86, 
attracted leading Latvian, Estonian 
and Lithuanian nationalists and 
former political prisoners. 

In mass public demonstrations in 
the Baltic capitals, Riga, Latvia, 
Vilnius, Lithuania, and Tallinn, 
Estonia, oyer 6,000 Baits protested 
the 1939 Nazi-Soviet agreement that 
led to the Soviet takeover of the 
Baltic republics in 1940. About a 
dozen activists were detained during 
the protest, which attracted world
wide media attention. 

The last protest in 1987 occurred 
in two Latvian cities, Riga and Lie
paja, on November 18, once more 
protesting the Soviet occupation of 
Latvia and the other Baltic republics. 

The last three demonstrations 
were believed to have been the 
largest unsanctioned rallies since 
the three countries were absorbed 
into the Soviet Union. 

Glasnost also afforded intellec
tuals, mainly writers and educators, 
in Ukraine and Byelorussia the 
opportunity to shed light on the 
"catastrophic" situation for their 
respective native languages in their 
reoublics While much talking was 
do ie about theproblem of Russian 
language domination in the educa 
tional systems^and, in general, the 
'ife of the republics, no real change 

or action was put forth by the re
publics' party leaders to make real 
the.recommendations made by the 
intellectuals. 

A number of unofficial self-pub
lished publications popped up all 
over the USSR in 1987, addressing a 
variety of social, economic, politi
cal, cultural and ecological issues 
and aiming to test the limits of 
glasnost. 

The first and best-known samizdat 
publication arose in Moscow in 
early June, when the first issue of 
Glasnost appeared. Sergei Gri-
goryants, a 46-year-old Moscow 
literary critic, became editor and 
was joined by Lev Timofeyev and 
Larysa Bogoraz, the widow of Ana-
toly Marchenko. The first four issues 
of Glasnost have been translated 
into English by the Center for De
mocracy in New York. . 

In July, Messrs. Grigoryants and 
Timofeyev also formed a new dis
cussion group, based in Moscow, 
called Press Club Glasnost, con
sisting of former political prisoners 
and representatives of numerous 
independent groups from all parts of 
the USSR. 

At a press conference of the Press 
Club Glasnost on September 8 the 
decision to re-launch a Ukrainian 
samvydav publication, the Ukrai
nian Herald, with Ukrainian journa
list and former political prisoner 
Vyacheslav Chornovil as it editor, 
was announced. The first issue of 
the Ukrainian Herald, a journal 
published by Mr. Chornovil in the 
early 1970s before his arrest, ap
peared as Issue No. 7 in October. 
The Herald, which is published in 
Lviv, is meant to serve as a mouth
piece for independent Ukrainian 
thought in Ukraine. 

The 51-year-old Mr. Chornovil 
and four other former political pri
soners and national rights activists 
in Ukraine also formed an Initiative 
Group for the Release of Ukrainian 
Prisoners of Conscience in Ukraine 
on October 3. The founding mem
bers, which include Vasyl Barla-
dianu, Ivan Hel, Mykhailo Horyn 
and Zorian Popadiuk, asserted in 
their October 3 statement that the 
continued incarceration of priso
ners of conscience in the USSR con-
t rad ic ted " those democrat ic 
changes that have been initiated in 
the country." 

The new group was the first such 
organization set up in Ukraine since 
the decimation of the Ukrainian 
Helsinki Group, to which Mr. Chor
novil belonged, in the late 1970s and 
early 1980s. 

On August 6, however, an inau
gural meeting of a new group, the 
Ukrainian Culturological Club, was 
held in Kiev. Created as an informal 
discussion club for nationally 
minded citizens, the club organized 
several public meetings this fall on 
questions connected with Ukrainian 
history and culture. 

The main organizers of the club 
also appeared to be former political 
prisoners and included: Serhiy Na-
boka, Leonid Milyavsky and his wife, 
Larysa Lokhvytska, Oleksander 
Shevchenko and Olha Matusevych. 

It was also learned late this fall 
that another unofficial group of in
dependent-minded members of the 
Ukrainian creative intelligentsia was 
formed in Ukraine. The Ukrainian 
Association of Independent Crea
tive Intelligentsia (UANTI) w :t 
created to promote the develop

ment of Ukrainian culture outside 
Ukraine's official cultural structure. 
This second informal group to have 
been formed in Ukraine by Ukrai
nian dissidents concerned with 
injecting glasnost into Ukraine's 
cultural and public life, was appa
rently founded sometime in early 
October. 

The membership includes former 
political prisoners: poet Ihor Kaly-
nets, writer and poet Mykhailo 
Osadchy, poet Mykola Rudenko 
(now in the West), literary critic 
Yevhen Sverstiuk, literary critic Ivan 
Svitlychny, poet Iryna Senyk and 
Mr. Chornovil. Others include: art 
historian Vasyl Barladianu, psycho
logist Mr. Horyn artist Panas 
Zalyvakha, poet Iryna Kalynets, 
literary critic Mykhailyna Kotsiu-
bynska, journalist Pavlo Skochok 
and artist Stefaniya Shabatura. 

In order to test the intentions of 
the Soviet authorities to host an 
unofficial Helsinki conference on 
humanitarian affairs next year, as 
they proposed before the Vienna 
Helsinki review conference still in 
session, the leaders of Press Club 
Glasnost hosted an informal inter
national seminar on humanitarian 
affairs in Moscow, beginning on 
Human Rights Day, December 10. 
The seminar managed to draw 400 
participants, including representa
tives of human rights watch groups 
in the West, despite official harass
ment and threats. Bozhena Olsha-
niwsky, president of Americans for 

The United States said on Ja
nuary 29 that it was safe for Ameri
cans to visit Kiev, which is just south 
of the Chornobyl power plant in 
Prypiat, where the world's worst 
nuclear accident occurred on April 
26, 1986. The U.S. Energy Depart
ment had sent a team of three scien
tists equipped with sophisticated 
instruments to assess radiation 
levels in the Ukrainian capital. The 
team, which also included U.S. 
consul-designate to Kiev William 
Courtney and two officers from the 
U.S. Embassy in Moscow, had tra
veled to Kiev in October of 1986. The 
January 29 announcement rescind
ed an earlier earning issued in the 
aftermath of the Chornobyl disaster 
advising U.S. citizens not to travel to 
Kiev. 

In February, doctors reported that 
infants born in the past few 
months to women who lived near the 
Chornobyl reactor when it exploded 
may show signs of mental deficien
cies caused by radiation. Fetuses 
less than 15 weeks old are most 
vulnerable to radiation and the brain 
is the organ most susceptible. Dr. 
Robert Gale, who treated victims of 
the Chornobyl accident, said there 
is a critical period between eight and 
15 weeks of gestation when there is 
a cprr^la^Qn^befteBnJthe.dosa.Qf 
radiation and mental retardation. He . 
added that 13 excess cases of men
tal retardation over those normally 
expected might be found in 300 
infants born since the nuclear acci
dent to women pregnant at the time 
of the disaster who lived within 30 
kilometers of the reactor. 

More horrifying information, 
though it could not be confirmed, 
was related in a Soviet emigre en
gineer's testimony/before the U.S. 
Helsinki Com mission on March 31. 
Ihor Ger -chenko. husbanc of 

Human Rights in Ukraine, attended 
the seminar. 

Other Ukrainian would-be partici
pants and organizers of the planned 
session on nationalities were not so 
fortunate, however. Messrs. Chor
novil, Horyn and Hel, and an Arme
nian dissident, Paruir Airikian, were 
detained on alleged drug charges en 
route to the seminar on Decembers. 
They were later freed, but forbidden 
to leave Lviv, while Mr. Airikian was 
put on a flight back to Armenia. 

It appears that the newly formed 
discussion groups and publications 
that arose as a result of glasnost 
have managed to take it to its limits. 
In the past several months attacks 
have appeared in the official press 
against the editors of Glasnost, the 
Ukrainian Herald, and the organi
zers of the Ukrainian Culturological 
Club and the human rights seminar 
in Moscow. Far worse have been the 
incidents of harassment, including 
the detention of the four men in Lviv 
on December 8 and the detention of 
the editors of Glasnost earlier this 
fall. Others have been harassed by 
local authorities, as well. 

If these incidents are any clue, 
perhaps we have reached the limits 
of glasnost and perestroika, and can 
only wait and see if the achieve
ments reached by the renewed hu
man and national rights movements 
in Ukraine, and in the USSR in 
general, will be permanent or will 
disintegrate again as happened in 
the early 1980s. 

recently freed poet Irina Ratushin-
skaya, said that some 15,000 per
sons died in two Kiev hospitals from 
radiation poisoning during the five-
month period after the Chornobyl 
accident. He added that Soviet 
authorities had deliberately covered 
up the deaths by recording their 
illnesses as other than radiation 
sickness and then noting after they 
died that they had undergone 
treatment and did not require further 
treatment. 

However, Cronid Lubarsky, editor 
of USSR News Brief, and Dr. Vladi
mir Malinkovich, a member of the 
Ukrainian Helsinki Group, refuted 
Mr. Gerashchenko's statements in a 
letter they sent to the press on April 
3. They called his testimony "irres
ponsible" and said it "has no corres
pondence with reality." 

But, other reports emanating from 
the USSR from reliable sources 
supported Mr. Gerashchenko's 
statements about falsification of 
medical records. 

A year after the nuclear disaster, 
the World Health Organization 
noted that there were five main 
points of concern: the contamina
tion of forests, long-term disposal of 
contaminated topsoil, contamina
tion of lakes, consumption of con

taminated food products and the 
danger of spring flooding bringing 

.contaminated groundwater into the 
river systems. And, according to 
economic historian Dr. David Mar-
pies, the Soviets were being much 
less than forthcoming about the 
status of the clean-up as well as 
about the future'of the USSR's 
nuclear energy program and how it 
has been affected by the accident. 

Meanwhile, in the United States 
ani Canada, Ukrainians in many 
communities commemorated 'he 
'irst anniversary of the Che "byl 

Chornobyl revisited 
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tragedy with demonstrations, prayer 
services, seminars, candlelight 
vigils, lectures and the like. In Hart
ford, local youths participated in a 
March of Dimes walk-a-thon and 
dedicated their participation to the 
memory of the Chornobyl victims. 
The youths wore T-shirts with 
the slogan: "Ukrainian youth re
member Chornobyl. April 26,1986." 

The World Congress of Free U-
krainians and the Ukrainian Cana
dian Committee, on the occasion of 
the first anniversary of the Chor
nobyl accident, issued their report 
on the disaster. Among the report's 
findings: serious health conse
quences will result because of the 
authorities' delay in informing the 
populace; the official death toll of 31 
is questionable given the magnitude 
of the disaster; the clean-up opera
tion was conducted with little con
cern for the health of workers. 

In June the Associated Press 
quoted a Soviet, official as saying 
that 27 towns near the site of the 
Chornobyl accident are too conta
minated to be resettled in trie fore
seeable future. These towns are 
located within an 18-mile evacua
tion zone around the stricken power 
plant. 

Six off icials of the plant stood trial 
in the town of Chornobyl, 11 miles 

from the nuclear power station, on 
July 7-29. The head of the plant and 
two aides were each sentenced to 10 
years in a labor camp forviolation of 
safety regulations resulting in con
ditions that led to the reactor explo
sion. Three other officials received 
lesser terms for negligence and un
faithful execution of duty, or vio
lating safety rules. 

Dr. Gale, meanwhile, continued to 
make headlines with his observa
tions on the accident. In May he was 
quoted as saying, "The ultimate 
fallout from Chornobyl may well be 
more good than evil," since Chor
nobyl will serve as a laboratory for 
the study of human beings conta
minated with radiation and will aid 
scientists in discovering ways to 
prevent similar disasters. "Until 
Chornobyl we have had to rely 
largely on theoretical analyses when 
pondering a cataclysmic nuclear 
mishap," he said. "Now we've 
doubled our data base: We have 
examined as many injuries as in all 
previous nuclear accidents put to
gether." Dr. Gale also wrote an 
article for the Journal of ttie Ameri
can Medical Association in which he 
reported that the Chornobyl nuclear 
accident showed humans can with
stand a higher dose of radiation than 
previously thougrft. 

The Millennium and our Churches 
The y'ea'rl 987 was the year before 

the Millennium of Christianity in 
Kievan Rus', but you might have 
thought that it was the year of the 
1,000th anniversary, as it seemed 
ihat every event staged in every 
Ukrainian community,was dedi
cated td'that historic jubilee. 

Politicians, too, got into the act. 
Gov. Thomas Kean of New Jersey 
issued a proclamation on May 15 
recognizing the Millennium of U-
kraine's Christianity as well as the , 
600th anniversary of Lithuania's 
Christianization. Pennsylvania Gov. 
Bob Casey on June 24 signed a 
proclamation designating 1988 as 
the year of Millennium celebrations 
in his state. Also on that day, hie-
rarchs of both the Ukrainian Catho
lic and Orthodox Churches, res
pectively, Archbishop-Metropolitan 
Stephen Sulyk and Bishop Antony, 
were present at the ceremonies at 
the Pennsylvania State Capitol and 
delivered addresses. 

Much time was devoted to plan
ning events for 1988. 

The National Committee to Com
memorate the Millennium of Chris
tianity in Ukraine announced that 
weeklong observances of the anni
versary would take place in Wash
ington on October 2-9. Planned 
events include concerts, a scholarly 
conference and a demonstration 
protesting religious repression in 
Ukraine. 

In Canada, the Ukrainian Cana
dian Committee announced that a 
three-day celebration would beheld 
in Ottawa on October 6-8, 1988. 
Scheduled are concerts, exhibits, a 
reception, seminars and religious 
services. 

The Mazepa Foundation, mean
while, announced that, under the 
aegis of the national Millennium 
committee in the U.S.. and in co
operation with the Ukrainian Na
tional Association, it is sponsoring a 
Millennium Concert on-February 14 
at Avery Fisher Hall with a program 

of Ukrainian religious music per
formed by the Choral Guild of At
lanta, members of the symphony 
orchestra of the Metropolitan Opera, 
and Met stars Paul Plishka, Vyache-
slav Polozov, Andrij Dobriansky, 
Marta Senn and Gilda Cruz-Romo. 

Meanwhile, the Harvard Project 
on the Millennium released the first 
three fascimile volumes of the Har
vard Library of Early Ukrainian 
Literature, while the Harvard Uni
versity Ukrainian Studies Fund pub
lished various booklets on the occa
sion of the Millennium. 

The Ukrainian Orthodox Church 
of the U.S.A. officially began its 
celebrations of the Millennium with 
the unveiling of a monument to St. 
Olha, Princess of Ukraine, at the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Center in South 
Bound Brook, N.J. Some 10,000 
people came to the August 16 un
veiling of the monument sculpted by 
Peter Kapshuchenko. 

On September 18, U.S.A. Today 
published a "special advertising 
section" headlined "Ukrainian Ca
tholics Celebrate 1,000 Years as 
Christians." The insert was the work 
of a public relations firm hired by 
Bishops Robert Moskal and Basil 
Losten to promote Millennium com
memorations. 

Ukrainian Catholic bishops held 
their synod in Rome on September 
21-30. They were'addressed by 
Pope John Paul II on September 29, 
who assured the hierarchs that he 
would participate in the Ukrainian 

An illustration from the USA Today 
insert'on the-Millennium. 

Metropolitan Mstyslav (seated) at the unveiling of the Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church's monument to St. Olha, Princess of Ukraine. 

Catholic Church's celebrations of 
the Millennium planned for next 
July in Rome. Ukrainian Catholic 
laity had a chance to meet with the 
pope during a papal audience that 
same day. Wasyl Kolodchin of the 
Ukrainian World Patriarchal So
ciety, outlined proposals for action 
by the Apostolic See: that the So
viets be pressured to respect human 
and religious rights and to permit 
the Ukrainian Catholic Church to 
exist in the Soviet Union; that the 
Ukrainian Catholic Patriarchate be 
recognized; that the beautification 
process of Servant of God Andrey 
Sheptytsky be hastened; that the lot 
of the faithful in Poland, Czecho
slovakia and Rumania be improved 
with the assistance of the Apostolic 
See. 

Then, on October 17, Polish and 
Ukrainian Catholic hierarchs ex
changed mutual pardons for their 
nations' past wrongs and pledged 
cooperation at a meeting in Rome. It 
was also announced that day that 
Polish Primate Cardinal Josef Glemp 
had stated that the Marian Shrine at 
Czestoch'owa would be the site of a 
commemoration of the Ukrainian 
Millennium. Cardinal Myroslav Lu-
bachivsky, leader of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Church will attend those 
commemorations. He is also slated 
to visit Ukrainian Catholic faithful in 
Yugoslavia next year. 

Soon afterwards, on November 6, 
Cardinal Lubachivsky called for 
reconciliation with the Russian 
nation and the Moscow Patriarchate 
of the Russian Orthodox Church: 
"In keeping with Christ's spirit, we 
extend our hand of forgiveness, 

reconciliation and love to the Rus
sian nation and to the Moscow 
Patriarchate. We repeat, as we said 
in our reconciliation with the Polish 
nation, the words of Christ: 'forgive 
us, as we forgive you' (Matthew 
6:12)." 

The statement took most in the 
Ukrainian community — Catholics 
and non-Catholics — by surprise. 
Some observers explained that the 
offer of mutual forgiveness was 
given in a purely Christian spirit and 
in the same vein as the earlier recon-
ciliation with the Polish nation. 
Others, however, asked: For what 
are we seeking forgiveness from the 
Moscow Patriarchate? How can we 
extend a hand to the Moscow Pa
triarchate without addressing the 
rights of the Ukrainian Catholic and 
Orthodox Churches? Or, perhaps 
most pointedly, as one observer 
said, you cannot make a gesture to 
the Russian Orthodox Church while 
ignoring the issues of the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church. 

Metropolitan Mstyslav of the U-
krainian Orthodox Church of the 
U.S.A. was disturbed by the cardi
nal's statement. In an archpastoral 
letter released soon afterwards, he 
stated that Ukrainian Catholic hie
rarchs have taken a separatist route 
and have refused to acknowledge 
the existence of other Christian 
faiths, including the Ukrainian Or
thodox Church, among Ukrainians. 
"Finally, the road to a joint comme
moration of the glorious 1,000th 
anniversary of Christian Ukraine 
was strewn with sharp stones and 
nails by none other than the pri
mate of the Ukrainian Catholic 
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Church, Cardinal Myroslav I. Luba-
chivsky, who loudly to all in the 
world proclaimed forgiveness for all 
"willful and unwillful wrongs' com
mitted in the past and today by 
Moscow and its Patriarchate against 
the Ukrainian nation and its Holy 
Church," the metropolitan said. 

Back in Ukraine, beginning on 
April 26. the first Sunday after. 
Easter, a vision of the Virgin Mary 
has apparently been seen in the 
village of Hrushiv. Tens of thou
sands of pilgrims have journeyed to 
the site of the apparition, and many 
claim to have seen the vision. The 
"miracle of Hrushiv" has even been 
reported in the Soviet press. 

Clergy and laypersons of the 
clandestine Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in Ukraine in an August 4 
statement appealed to Pope John 
Paul II and. Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev to legalize their Church. 
Citing the "more favorable circum
stances" arising as a result of the 
restructuring of Soviet society, as 
well as the upcoming Millennium of 
Christianity in Kievan Rus', the letter 
states, "we regard it no longer 
beneficial to remain in the under
ground." The letter's signatories, 
including two clerics identified for 
the first time as bishops, 22 priests, 
12 monks, nuns and laypersons 
associated with monastic orders, 

and 174 faithful, thus came out of 
the underground and publicly pro
claimed their religious beliefs. 

Then, on September 29, the iden
tity of the leader of the underground 
Ukrainian Catholic Church was 
revealed in Rome by Bishop Andres 
Sapelak. The leader is 80-year-old 
Bishop Volodymyr Sterniuk of Lviv. 

Upon emigrating to the West, 
Yosyp Terelia, leader of the Initia
tive Group for the Defense of the 
Rights of Believers and the Church, 
has described a vibrant Ukrainian 
Catholic Church that includes some 
5 million believers in Ukraine and 
has an underground structure that 
consists of a hierarchy, seminaries 
and schools.. 

Then, on December 23, it was 
reported that Ivan Hel, apparently 
the new head of the Initiative Group, 
delivered a statement signed by two 
bishops and 1,543 faithful of the 
Ukrainian Catholic Church to the 
Presidium of the Supreme Soviet in 
Moscow. The statement appealed 
for the legalization of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Church. 

As of the end of the year, there has 
been no public response by either 
the pope or the Ukrainian Catholic 
hierarchy in the diaspora to the 
momentous events and news from 
Ukraine. 

The famine commission at work 
The U.S. Commission on the U-

kraine Famine was kept busy this 
year with two more regional hear
ings recording survivors' testimony 
in Phoenix, Ariz., and Philadelphia, 
and teachers' workshops/seminars 
in Rochester. NY. , Detroit and 
Hartford,. Conn. 

In addition, commission staffers 
and public members participated in 
a presentation on the genocides of 
the Jews, Armenians and Ukrai
nians held at a conference, of the 
Philadelphia Federation of Tea
chers, and discussed a planned 
famine curriculum in Philadelphia's 
school system. 

Several curriculum guides were 
prepared with the assistance of the 
famine commission's public mem
bers and staffers, and the one written 
by Dr. Myron B. Kurbpas, a public 
member, and funded by the Ukrai
nian National Association was wide
ly circulated. 

This year the U.S. Commission on 
the Ukraine Famine also released its 
first interim report to the U.S. public. 
The 172-page government docu
ment included complete transcripts 
of all CUF meetings and hearings 
that took place from the organiza

tional meeting on April 23, 1986, 
through the November 24,1986, re
gional hearing in Warren, Mich. A 
second interim report will be re
leased in 1988. 

In November, the commission's, 
staff director, Dr. James E. Mace, 
spoke at a conference on "Recogni
tion and Denial of Genocide and 
Mass Killing in the 20th Century" 
held in New York by the Institute for 
the Study of Genocide affiliated with 
John Jay College of Criminal Jus
tice. In his paper, titled "Colla
boration in the Suppression of the 
Ukrainian Famine," Dr. Mace report
ed that "in agreement with The New 
York Times and the Soviet authori
ties" the dispatches of Walter Du-
ranty, the Times' Moscow corres
pondent at the time of the famine, 
always "reflect(ed) the official opi
nion of the Soviet regime and not his 
own." 

Dr. Mace's paper uncovered this 
information in a declassified State 
Department document — a memo
randum written by a U.S. Embassy 
staffer in Berlin based on his con
versation with Mr. Duranty. Dr. 
Mace also reported in his presenta
tion that the U.S. government knew 
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Dr. James Mace teaches students at Conard High School in West Hartford. 

Conn., about the Great Famine of 1932-33 in Ukraine. 

a great deal about the famine but 
"chose not to acknowledge what it 
knew or to respond in any meaning
ful way." 

New York Times executive editor 
Max Frankel at first would not com
ment on Dr. Mace's findings, stating 
that he would not do so without 
seeing the document in question. 
After being sent a photocopy of the 
memo plus Dr. Mace's paper, Mr. 
Frankel relayed a response to The 
Weekly via his secretary: Dr. Mace's 
revelation "doesn't seem to qualify 
as news. It's really history, and 
belongs in history books." 

Dr. Mace's response to the non-
response was: "The New York Times 
does claim to be the newspaper of 
record. It would seem that the least 

they could do is to set their own 
record straight." 

In other developments, at the end 
of the year, the Commission on the 
Ukraine Famine reported that it was 
running out of funds, and Dr. Mace 
estimated that an additional 
$172,000 in private donations was 
needed just to keep the commis
sion's office operating until its legis
lative mandate expires on June 22, 
1988. Still more money is need to 
publish the commission reports and 
the 2,500 pages of survivor testi
mony. The Ukrainian National Asso
ciation became the first community 
institution to respond to the com
mission's appeal by donating 
$10,000 to this very worthy and 
historically important cause. 

Report of Medvid investigation 

Myroslav Medvid being led off the Soviet freighter Marshal Koniev. (Times-
Picayuno news photo reproduced from the Medvid investigation report.) 

The Commission on Security and 
Cooperation in Europe on May 14 
released a report on the results of its 
yearlong investigation into the My
roslav Medvid affair, dating back to 
October 24-November 9, 1985. 

"White House, National Security 
Council, Department of State and 
Department of Justice officials de
viated from constitutionally and 
congressionally mandated proce
dures. This failure to follow pre
scribed procedures constitutes vio
lation of law," the report stated. 

However, tne report went on to 
note that these authorities were 
involved in "technical" violations of 
U.S. law; "they do not constitute 
specific, willful violations of crimi
nal statutes." Thus, no one was to 
be prosecuted as a result of the 
bungling of the twice-attempted 

defection of a Ukrainian sailor 
serving on a Soviet freighter. 

The CSCE report found that Mr. 
Medvid did in fact intend to seek 
political asylum, but because of U.S. 
authorities' mishandling of the case, 
he never had a chance to formally do 
so. instead he was returned to the 
Soviet ship — and this act "was 
reportedly approved by the presi
dent." 

The CSCE investigators suggest
ed changes in U.S. asylum proce
dures, but the question remains, 
seven months later, is the U.S. 
government going to take any ac
tion at all to prevent another Medvid 
incident? And suspicions continue 
to exist that the young Ukrainian 
was simply a victim of U.S.-Soviet 
summitry. 
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The ABA and the Soviets 
The Independent Task Force on 

ABA-Soviet Relations this year con
tinued to press for abrogation of the 
American Bar Association's decla
ration of cooperation with the Asso
ciation of Soviet Lawyers. 

In February, the Task Force, as
sisted by Ukrainian, Jewish and 
human rights groups picketed the 
ABA'S midyear meeting in New 
Orleans. Prominent former Soviet 
political prisoners, including Dr. 
Nina Strokata and Dr. Yuri Yarim-
Agaev were brought in to speak 
about the reality of Soviet justice 
and Soviet lawyers. 

In June, at an ABA-ASL seminar 
that discussed criminal procedure, 
independence of the judiciary, reli
gious freedom, alternative dispute 
resolution and emigration, the Task 
Force and its supporters tried to 
raise human rights issues but their 
efforts were stymied by seminar 
procedures that did not allow rank-
and-file lawyers and members of the 

- press to pose questions to the pane
lists. Outside, some two dozen de
monstrators carried signs con
demning the Soviet justice system 
and demanding that formal ties 
between the ABA and ASL be se
vered. 

Pressure mounted on the ABA at 
its .annual convention held in San 
Francisco on'August 12-19, as va
rious human rights groups and 
ethnic organizations again raised 
their voices io. protest. Prominent 
former Soviet political prisoners 
Danylo Shumuk, Dr. Anatoly Korya-

gin and Zakhar Zunshein spoke at a 
press conference and to the ABA 
meeting. Ultimately a resolution 
calling for abrogation of the U.S.
Soviet lawyers' pact failed to get the 
approval of either the General As
sembly or the House of Delegates of 
the ABA. 

After the conclave Mr. Shumuk, 
who spent more than 30 years in 
Soviet prisons, camps and "internal" 
exile, wrote a lengthy letter to ABA 
president Robert MacCrate outlin
ing his personal experiences with 
the Soviet legal system in an effort to 
persuade him that the ABA-ASL 
agreement is a grave mistake. 

"The rule of law... has never been 
the mark of the Soviet legal system, 
and it never will be. So long as the 
Soviet legal system is subordinated 
to the Communist Party of the Soviet 
Union, the party's dictates, and not 
the rule of law, will govern society," 
he emphasized. 

Meanwhile, the leaders of the 
Independent Task Force on 
ABA/Soviet Relations, Patience T. 
Huntwork, Orest A. Jejna and Wil
liam J. Wolf, pledged to continue 
their efforts at tr\e next ABA annual 
meeting in Toronto in August 1988. 

In a related development, Ms. 
Huntwork, who had hoped to travel 
to Moscow for an unofficial seminar 
on human rights organized by Press 
ClubGlasnost on December 10-13, 
has apparently endeared herself to 
Soviet authorities so much .that she 
was denied permission to even 
apply for a Soviet visa. 

the trial of John Demjanjuk 
The Nazi war crimes trial of John 

Demjanjuk began in earnest, in Jeru
salem in a convention center theatre 
converted into a courtroom, on Fe
bruary 16. (The trial had actually 
begun on November 26,1986.) 

The prosecution presented its 
case by calling five historians, in
cluding specialists on the Holo
caust,.live survivors of Treblinka 
who pointed to the defendant as 
"Ivan the Terrible," four Israeli 
police investigators, a physician at 
Ayalon Prison where Mr. Demjanjuk 
is confined, a German prosecutor, 
three documents/forensic experts, 
one fingerprints expert and one 
anthropologist. In addition, testi
mony was taken from three wit
nesses in Germany, an SS guard, a 
policeman and a medic. 

The key to the case, however, is a 
document — origins unknown, 
supplied by the Soviets and de
livered to Israel through the good 
offices of American industrialist 

Armand Hammer. The card, if it is 
genuine, places the defendant at the 
Trawniki training camp for guards 
and at the Sobibor death camp, but 
not at Treblinka. where "Ivan the 
Terrible" committed crimes against 
humanity. 

At one point during the prosecu
tion phase of the trial, Cleveland 
archivist William Turchyn reported 
that he had learned the true identity 
of the notorious "Ivan" of Treblinka. 
He was Alfred Billitz, a German. 
. On June 29, the defense entered a 

"no case" plea, whereby it argued 
that there is not enough evidence 
against the defendant for a convic
tion. The plea was rejected by the 
three-judge panel hearing the case. 

Then, amid rumors of dissent 
within the defense team consisting 
of Americans Mark O'Connor and 
John Gill, and Israeli Yoram Sheftel, 
came the firing of the chief defense 
counsel. lna]etterdatedJune30but 
hand-delivered on July 10, Mr. Dem

janjuk stated that he was dismiss
ing Mr. O'Connor. The attorney 
contested the dismissal, saying that 
his client did not know what he was 
doing when he signed the letter of 
dismissal. 

In order to determine the defen
dant's true intentions, a special 
hearing was held on July 15. The 
matter was left up in the air for 
another five days as Mr. Demjanjuk 
asked for more time to make his final 
decision. On July 20, Mr. Demjanjuk 
came to another hearing and an
nounced that he was firing Mr. 
O'Connor. The chief defense attor
ney, meanwhile, a day earlier had 
submitted his resignation to the 
court. 

Thus, the defense was in astate of 
turmoil a week before it was to open 
its presentation. 

On July 27 the defense called the 
defendant to the stand, as is custo
mary in Israel. Mr. Demjanjuk vehe
mently denied that he was "Ivan the 
Terrible" or that he was at Treblinka, 
or Sobibor, or at the Trawniki train
ing camp for guards, and told his life 
story. 

Next came a forensic specialist, 
an expert on physiognomy (who 
was forced to withdraw a large 
portion of her testimony and later 
attempted to commit suicide), an 
expert on the KGB, a historian and 
expert on forced repatriation, a 
German lawyer, a psychologist, 
three documents experts and a 
forensic anthropologist. 

One of the documents experts 
was repeatedly thwarted in his testi
mony, to the point that the defense 
sought to withdraw his testimony. 
The judges, however, ruled that this 
could not be done and the witness 
was forced to stay on the stand. 
However, he refused to answer 
questions about a tape recording 
purportedly made of a lecture he 
had given in which he apparently 
stated that the Trawniki card ap
pears authentic. Afterwards, Ed 
Nishnic, administrator and presi
dent of the John Demjanjuk Defense 
Fund, was taken into police custody 
and questioned because of suspi
cions that he had influenced the 
forensic specialist to refuse further 
testimony. 

Thus, after the first few weeks of 
dramatic testimony about the hor
rors of the Holocaust and Treblinka, 
the Demjanjuk trial returned to the 
central issue, that of identity, and 
everything boiled down, it seemed, 
to a battle of the experts. The ques
tion is, who is right about the Traw
niki ID card? 

The Nazi forgery prepared by one of the defense's experts, documents exa
miner William Flynn. The two photos on the left were used to make the photo 

on the right. 

The trial continues, and summa
tions are scheduled for January 18 
1988. 

In other developments, a Cana
dian fact-finding delegation that 
traveled to Israel for 10 days in 
March concluded that the state of 
Israel can conduct a fair trial of the 
accused. The delegation was com
posed of a Jewish lawyer, Alexander 
Epstein; two Ukrainian lawyers, 
Andrew Ogaranko and Bohdan 
Onyschuk; and two Ukrainian scho
lars, Danylo Struk and Yury Boshyk. 
All agreed that the Ukrainian nation 
is not on trial in Israel, as some 
groups and individuals have stated. 

However, one member of the 
group, Mr. Onyschuk, expressed 
"some very grave misgivings" about 
the way the trial is being conducted, 
particularly deviations from Western 
standards of jurisprudence. 

As an example he cited the 
court's decision to accept evidence 
from deceased eyewitnesses. He 
also cited problem areas: lack of 
funding for the defense; the "show 
element" of the trial; appearances 
and subsequent public statements 
by Israeli government officials who 
visit the courtroom; and undue 
interference of the trial judges in 
cross-examinations conducted by 
the defense. 

A memo written by the Ukrainian 
American Bar Association and the 
Ukrainian Canadian Advocates So
ciety also expressed serious reser
vations about some aspects of the 
proceedings. 

Later, American attorney Walter 
Anastas was sent as an observer of 
these two professional lawyers' 
associations to attend the trial from 
the beginning of the defense case 
on July 27 through August 19. In his 
lengthy internal report to the two 
associations, Mr. Anastas reported 
extensively on the problems of 
procedural fairness and due pro
cess that had originally troubled the 
UABA and UCAS, and concluded 
that they "have not been significant
ly alleviated and some have been 
aggravated in the part of the trial 
observed." 

Mr. Anastas found particularly 
troubling the judges' repeated in
trusion into the conduct of the trial, 
improper attitude and treatment of 
objections by the bench, improper 
cross-examination by the prosecu
tion, defective Ukrainian transla
tions, the bench's insulting attitude 
toward the defense, defendant and 
defense witnesses, and the prejudi
cial time allocation and time con
straints on the defense. 

The hunt for Nazis 
This was the year the Canadian 

government began taking action on 
the more than 200 suspected Nazi 
war criminals believed living in 
Canada. 

After receiving a report from Que
bec Superior Court Justice Jules 
Deschenes — the head of a two-
year, $3-million commission of in
quiry on war criminals — Ottawa 
moved quickly to introduce legisla
tion that would make it easier to 
prosecute Nazi war criminals in 
Canada. The bill also tightened up 
border regulations to prevent people 
who have committed war crimes in 
other countries from coming to 
Canada. 

When the bill came before the 

House of Commons, it was met with 
some stiff opposition from two U-
krainian members of Parliament, 
who said it did not go far enough in 
protecting the rights of innocent 
individuals. Nevertheless, the law 
was proclaimed In November. 

Later in the year, Justice Minister 
Ramon Hnatyshyn established a 
joint Royal Canadian Mounted Po
lice-Justice Department team of 40 
investigators to continue the work of 
the Deschenes Commission. The 
unit, which has been described by 
critics as a copy of the controversial 
U.S. Office of Special Investiga
tions, has a mandate to collect more 
evidence on the more than 200 
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suspects identified in the Deschenes 
report, including some 20 serious 
cases that warrant immediate ac
tion. 

Published reports in November 
said the Justice Department was 
close to signing a protocol of agree
ment with the Soviet Union that 
would admit Canadian investiga
tions behind the Iron Curtain to 
collect evidence and testimony 
against suspected Nazi war crimi
nals living in Canada. The proposed 
agreement is said to include six 
safeguards for gathering evidence 
established by Judge Deschenes. 

The year was a stormy one for 
Ukrainian-Jewish relations in Ca
nada. Politicians and community 
leaders voiced concerns that rela
tions between the two communities 
deteriorated to an all-time low since 
the commission was established in 
1985. Many said they hoped the 
tensions would come to an end with 
the release of the'commission's 
report. 

The general feeling of Ukrainian 
Canadians was summed up by Mi
chael Maryn, a Vancouver lawyer 
and vice-president of the Vancouver 
Ukrainian Canadian Professional 
and Business Association. "I feel 
partially vindicated," Mr. Maryn 
said, "but I think that the harm that 
was done was permanent. I think we 
were put on the defensive unneces
sarily as a community by persons 
like (Canadian Nazi hunter) Sol 
Liftman and various aspects of the 
media." 

-But the year brought relief to one 
group of Ukrainian Canadians: the 
Brotherhood of Veterans of the First 
Division of the Ukrainian National 
Army (also known as the Galicia 
Division). The estimated 600 mem
bers of the group still alive feared 
they might be linked by the De
schenes Commission to Nazi activi
ties. In the end, they were fully 
exonerated by the probe. 

Before the year was up. the Ukrai
nian Canadian Committee an
nounced that it would begin collect
ing names of suspected Soviet war 
criminals living in Canada, includ
ing perpetrators of the Great Famine 
in Ukraine. John Gregorovich, the 
head of the group's Civil Liberties 
Commission, told a May convention 
of Ukrainian professionals that the 
names will be forwarded to the 
federal Justice Department for 
further investigation. 

Meanwhile, in the United States, 
Attorney General Edwin Meese III 
finally agreed to meet with repre
sentatives of national organizations 
critical of the Justice Department's 
Nazi-hunting arm, the Office of 
Special Investigations. The meeting 
took place on March 5 with repre
sentatives of the Coalition for Con
stitutional Justice and Security, 
Estonian American National Coun
cil, Americans for Due Process, 
American Latvian Association, Li
thuanian American Community and 
the Ukrainian National Association. 
The delegation told the attorney 
general that deportations to the 
USSR are totally unacceptable, 
regardless of a deportee's inno
cence or guilt, because this creates 
the impression that the U.S. recog
nizes the legitimacy of the Soviet 
legal system. They also expressed 
hope that legislation allowing for 
prosecution of war criminals in the, 
U.S. would soon be enacted. 

Mr. Meese told the delegation that 
he would appoint a special liaison 
person from the Justice Department 
to meet with East Europeans about 
their concerns and then report back 
to him. To date, 'no liaison person 
has been named. 

The delegation later released a 
statement calling for U.S. trials for 
war criminals and pointing out that, 
as it stands now, a U.S. court ruling 
on a civil case could, in effect, 
sentence a defendant to death. Later 
in the year, the CCJS sent letters to 
its supporters, suggesting that they 
contact theirsenatorsand represen
tatives to urge them to support the 
idea of criminal trials in this country 
of those suspected of committing 
crimes against humanity during 
World War II. 

There were a number of develop
ments in cases of accused Nazi war 
criminals. In March, a federal judge 
blocked the deportation of Leonid 
Petkiewytsch who, he said, was 
wrongly accused of persecuting 
Jews in a Nazi slave labor camp. 
Judge O. John Brahos declared that 
the Cincinnati man was "equally a 
victim of the time" and had been 
forced to work as a guard at the Kiel-
Hasse forced labor camp. "The Nazi 
government's reign of terror infect
ed all levels of life, both in Germany 
and in the occupied territories," the 
judge said. 

In April the Supreme Court heard 
oral arguments in the case of Juozas 
Kungys, a Clifton, N.J., man appeal
ing a lower court order stripping him 
of U.S. citizenship for lying about 
his date and place of birth. The OSI 
contends that Mr. Kungys partici
pated in atrocities against Jews 
and others during,World War II. 
However, when a federal district 
court found that the prosecution 
had not proved its war crimes case 
against Mr. Kungys, the OSI chal
lenged the defendant's citizenship, 
stating that it had been fraudulently 
obtained because he had lied about 
his background. Thus, the issue was 
no longer a question of the defen
dant's complicity in war crimes, but 
of misrepresenting biographical 
data. The Court of Appeals dena
turalized Mr. Kungys. 

At issue in this landmark case 
before the Supreme Court is the 
materiality of misrepresentations, 
that is, whether they are reason 
enough to strip Mr. Kungys of his 
citizenship. The Supreme Court in 

October asked for reargument of 
certain aspects of the case, but the 
Supreme Court has not yet rendered 
its decision in the Kungys case. 

As regards the case of a Long 
Island man, Karl Linnas, who was 
found guilty of lying about his war
time activities, the defendant was 
deported on April 20 to the USSR, 
where he faced a death sentence 
handed down in absentia in 1962. 
The verdict and sentence had been 
announced in the Soviet press even 
before the war crimes trial had 
begun. Mr. Linnas's lawyer had 
argued that at issue in the case was 
the unreliability of Soviet-source 
evidence. Mr. Linnas died on July 2 
in a Leningrad hospital, where he 
had been moved from a jail in Tallinn 
when he took ill. Mr. Linnas's daugh
ter told the press that Soviet authori
ties had decided before her father's 
death to commute the death sen
tence, but that the commutation was 
not announced publicly. 

Another denaturalized American 
suspected of war crimes who was 
deported to the USSR, Feodor Fedo-

The Ukrainian community in the 
United States sounded the alarm in 
March when it was learned that CBS 
would broadcast a made-for-TV 
docu-drama, "Escape from Sobi-
bor," that depicted the guards at the 
Nazi death camp as being exclusive
ly Ukrainian. Letter-writing cam
paigns were begun and many phone 
calls were made to CBS and the 
sponsor of the movie, Chrysler. 
Groups such as the Ukrainian Ame
rican Professionals and Business-
persons Association of New 
York/New Jersey, the Ukrainian 
Heritage Council, and the Ukrainian 
National Center: History and Infor-
mation Network (UNCHAIN) de
manded that either the word "Ukrai
nian" be deleted from references to 
the guards, or that a disclaimer be 
broadcast with the film stating that it 
is not historically accurate to imply 
that all the guards at Sobibor were 
Ukrainians. 

Ukrainian Americans became 
even more dismayed when they 
learned that the movie was to be 
used as an educational tool through 
the CBS Television Reading Pro
gram. The references to "Ukrainian 
guards" or simply "Ukrainians" in 
the script handed out to 750,000 
students all over the country were 
even more numerous than in the 
film's dialogue; thus buttressing the 
erroneous notion that all the guards 
were of that one nationality. 

Frustrated by CBS's and Chrys
ler's irresponsibility and unrespon
siveness, Ukrainians held public 
protests in New York, Philadelphia, 
Chicago and Washington, and 
threatened to boycott all Chrysler 
products. .CBS and Chrysler, how
ever, would only go so far as to note 
in a disclaimer that aired along with 
the docu-drama that the film con
tained some "prejudicial-ethnic 
references." 

Only in Pittsburgh were Ukrai
nians successful in obtaining an 
appropriate disclaimer. There, the 
station manager of the local CBS 
affiliate came on the air to tell 
viewers (in part): "Some, but not 
all the guards were Ukrainian. This 
show should not lead anyone to 
conclude that Ukrainians, as -,,a, 

renko, was executed, according to a 
TASS report of July 27. The execu
tion was the result of a death sen
tence handed down in 1986. 

In Australia, where a special com
mission looking into the presence of 
Nazi war criminals in that country 
had issued its report in November 
1986, the government was studying 
the recommendations — including 
the establishment of an OSI-type 
body to seek out and prosecute war 
criminals. The government then set 
up a special task force for this 
purpose. 

In November the Australian Par
liament passed new laws to prose
cute war criminals living the coun
try. The laws would allow witnesses 
from East European countries to be 
brought to Australia to testify. Attor
ney General Lionel Bowen des
cribed the War Crimes Amendment 
Bill as "unique and the best in the 
world." 

He said the government's task 
force was now investigating a list of 
70 suspected war criminals who 
entered Australia after World War II. 

people, were prejudiced or gerioci-
dal. Ukrainians, like many other 
ethnic groups, suffered greatly 
during World War II." 

Finally, the Delaware Chapter of 
the Ukraihlan'CongresiCfimmitiee 
of America on June 4 filed suit 
against CBS and Chrysler for un
specified monetary damages. Fur
thermore, the suit stated that CBS 
should lose its broadcast license for 
airing a TV program that itknew was 
prejudiced, insensitive arid rrtisle'ad-
ing. CBS "used the governmental 
license and monopoly of the public 
airwaves to conduct the campaign 
(against Ukrainians]; and denied 
plaintiff or others any opportunity to 
respond or correct ... public preju
dicial attacks." 

In other community develop
ments, at a meeting of representa
tives of the two central organiza
tions of Ukrainian Americans — the 
Ukrainian American Coordinating 
Council and the Ukrainian Congress 
Committee of America — as well as 
members of non-aligned groups, 
the UCCA rejected mediators' pro
posals for new by-laws and the 
convocation of a Congress of Ukrai
nian Americans at which a united 
central representation would be 
established. The UACC had agreed 
to the compromise suggested by 
Bishop Basil Losten of the Stamford 
Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy. UCCA 
representatives, however, said they 
would not agree to new by-laws, but 
only to amendments to existing 
UCCA by-laws, and that they would 
not disband the UCCA to create a 
new body, but instead were calling 
on the UACC and other groups to 
participate in the* already planned 
15th UCCA Congress to be held 
September 16-18. 1988, in Wash
ington. 

Thus, the negotiations fell apart, 
and the meeting ended with inter
mediaries stating that talks would 
resume at such a time as conditions 
for re-establishing a unified central 
body improve. 

Luckily, the disunity was nowhere 
in evidence on December 13 as a 
coalition of various Ukrainian 
groups participated in a Washington 
demonstration organized by the 

Ukrainian community in the U.S. 
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Ukrainian Human Rights Commit
tee of Philadelphia and the UCCA 
on the occasion of General Secre
tary Mikhail Gorbachev's arrival in 
the U.S. for a summit meeting with 
President Ronald Reagan. 

There were other positive deve
lopments that affected the Ukrai
nian American community, among 
them the following: 

• The U.S. State Department in 
February released its special report 
on the plight and struggle of Ukrai
nian Catholics. Titled "Soviet. Re
pression of the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church," the reports noted that "no 
institution has suffered more [under 
Soviet repression] than the Ukrai
nian Catholic Church." 

• In April, a Congressional dele
gation that visited the USSR con
fronted high-ranking Soviet officials 
on human-rights abuses. Rep. Steny 
Hoyer of the U.S. Helsinki Commis
sion'presented a list of 154 political 
and religious prisoners from U-
kraine to Ukrainian Communist 
Party chief Volodymyr Shcherbytsky 
during their meeting in Kiev. Still 
others lists of political prisoners and 
divided families were presented to 
officials in Moscow. 

• Ambassador Richard Schifter, 
assistant secretary of state for hu
man rights and humanitarian affairs, 
took up the issues of religious free
dom for Ukrainians, particularly for 
Ukrainian Catholics, as well as the 
continued incarceration of dissi
dents and restrictions on human 
contacts when he visited Moscow in 
mid-Apri l. He gave.al ist of 253 
religious prisoners, including many 
Ukrainians, to Konstantine Khar-
chev, chairman of the State Com
mittee on Religious Affairs. 

• President Ronald Reagan de
livered his annual Captive Nations 

Week address at the Ukrainian Ca
tholic National Shrine's parish hall 
on July 24. Though he toned down 
his references to Soviet Union, he 
said he was eager to see the day 
when Ukrainians in the USSR who 
are members of the Catholic and 
Orthodox faiths "will again be free to 
gather and worship in churches like 
this." He also noted the case of Petro 
Ruban, a Ukrainian imprisoned in 
the notorious Perm special-regimen 
camp 36-1. 

• On October 14, on "Capital to 
Capital: Human Rights," the second 
of a series of debates between mem
bers of the U.S. Congress and the 
Supreme Soviet aired on ABC-TV, 
Sen. Daniel P. Moynihan of New 
York and Rep. Steny Hoyer of Mary
land spoke forcefully about human 
rights violations in -the USSR. Des
pite several rather humorous "tech
nical difficulties," Sen. Moynihan 
managed to get across his point 
about the Ukrain ian Cathol ic 
Church in the context of the up
coming Millennium of Christianity. 
"Can't you let the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church become a legal Church?" he 
asked. Meanwhile, Rep. Hoyer 
called the USSR the "chief violator 
of human rights." 

• Two recently released Ukrai
nian political prisoners, Danylo 
Shumuk, a staunch nationalist who 
served some four decades in pri
sons, camps and exile, and Yosyp 
Terelia, a leading activist of the 
clandestine Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, as well as two Georgian 
rights activists, brothers Eduard and 
Tenghiz Gudava, testified before the 
U.S. Commission on Security and 
Cooperation in Europe. Their testi
mony on October 22 drew one of the 
largest crowds ever at a Helsinki 
Commission hearing. 

Yosyp Terelia and Danylo Shumuk, with interpreters, during their testimony 
at a hearing of the U.S. Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe. 

Ukrainian community in Canada 
The leaders of Canada's Ukrai

nian community spenttheirThanks-
giving weekend celebrating the 
coming to fruition of a long-awaited 
dream: the opening of a Ukrainian 
community lobby office in the na
tion's capital. 

The office was the brainchild of 
the late Sen. Paul Yuzyk, who pro
moted the inea right uptothetimeof 
his death ir, 1986. After the senator's 
death, a tr^st fund was'established 
by the Ukr~ir. •" Canadian Commit
tee to raise money for the project. 

Andrew Hluchowecky, a graduate 

of Concordia University, was named 
as the bureau's first director. Aside 
from managing the two-man bu
reau, his duties will include briefing 
journalists and monitoring political 
developments on Parliament Hill. 

The opening of the bureau was 
greeted as a major step for the 
country's Ukrainian community, 
which has had'tolight hard in recent 
months tef defend itself against 
allegations of harboring Nazi war 
criminals. And community leaders 
have come under fire from their own 
members tor not doing enougn to 

influence public opinion and federal 
government decision-makers. 

The office will help change that, 
said Mr. Hluchowecky. In addition 
to reacting immediately to issues 
affecting the community, the bureau 
will brief politicians and journalists 
on issues ranging from human rights 
to the Millennium of Christianity in 
Ukraine. 

Near year's end, observers said 
that although it was too early to call 
the office an unqualified success, at 
least it has brought a wide range of 
disparate community groups to
gether under one roof. 

In other developments, a delega
tion of Ukrainian community leaders 
met with Prime Minister Brian Mul-
roney and three Cabinet members 
on September 22 to discuss a list of 

community concerns. Among the 
topics discussed during the 90-
minute meeting, were the prosecu
tion of war criminals in Canada, 
access to the prime minister and 
Cabinet, federal government grants 
and Canadian-Soviet relations. 

Also, the first higher educational 
facility in North America to teach 
applied Ukrainian arts was opened 
in Edmonton at Grant MacEwan 
Col lege on October 14 w i th a 
$100,000 grant from the Alberta 
Provincial Council of the Ukrainian 
Canadian Committee. The donation 
will cover the pilot stage of the 
project, and a fund-raising cam
paign has been started to raise the 
$350,000 needed to set up a perma
nent endowment for the Ukrainian 
Resource Development Centre. 

Ukrainian National Association 
Modernization was the motto at 

the Ukrainian National Association 
during 1987 as Home Office opera
tions were being computerized, new 
and more attractive insurance plans 
were introduced, and establishment 
of a professional sales force pro
ceeded apace. 

Pehaps most noteworthy was the 
UNA'S new insurance package — 
new classes and new certificates 
with low premiums based on the 
latest (1980) mortality tables — that 
easily competes within the general 
life insurance market. Seminars 
were held throughout the U.S. and 
in Canada to familiarize UNA'ers 
with the new products. 

The UNA also sought to bolster its 
operations in Canada by seeking to 
purchase a suitable building in 
Toronto to serve as its Canadian 
headquarters and by hiring profes
sional salesmen for various Cana
dian districts. In addition, the UNA 
began looking into the possibility of 
printing the portion of The Ukrai
nian Weekly's press run aimed at 
Canadian readers in Canada, thus 
making it possible to mail the paper 
from within the country and speed
ing up postal delivery. 

The Supreme Assembly held its 
annual meeting at Soyuzivka on 
June 8-12. The fraternal organiza
tion's highest decision-making body 
between quadrennial conventions 
voted to award $115,250 in scholar
ships to 237 students, to make 
donations totalling $51,000 to va
rious community organizations, and 
to allocate, more than $100,000 for 
several publishing projects, among 
them a history of Ukrainian immi
gration to the U.S. by Dr. Myron B. 
Kuropas and a second book on the 
Chornobyl nuclear accident by Dr. 
David Marples. 

Later in the year UNA execs voted 
to give $10,000 to support the U.S. 
Commission on the Ukraine Famine. 

Supreme Assembly members also 
agreed that complimentary sub
scriptions to The Weekly should be 
sent to all members of the Senate 
and House of Representatives in an 
effort to familiarize them with the 
Ukrainian community's concerns. 

UNA assets, o' course, continued 
to grow. The association began the 
year with $57,253.791 3nd by Novem
ber 30, the figure was $60,725,817. 

There was new; at the UNA resort, 
too, as Ukrainian Canadian sculptor 
Leo Moi's men" ;nt of the late 
Patriarch Josv' ">'i was unveiled 

during Father's Day ceremonies. In 
addit ion, two new co-managers 
took over at the resort. They are 
John A. Flis and Lydia Kuczer. The 
Association of UNA Seniors held its 
annual conference at Soyuzivka on 
June 14-19, with Gene Woloshyn 
being elected president. 

The UNA presented its first Frs-
ternalist of the Year Award in 1S87, 
and Petro Tarnawsky of Philadel
phia was the honored recipient; and 
it continued its tradition of pro
moting Ukrainian culture by spon
soring the U.S. leg of a North Ameri
can tour by the Lemkovyna Folkloiic 
Ensemble from Poland. 

Unfortunately, there was sad 
news also for UNA'ers, as Supreme 
Advisor Walter Hawrylak passed 
away on July 25 at age 74. The 
Rochester, N.Y., community activist 
was known not only for his UNA 
involvement but also for his work as 
manager and treasurer of the Ro
chester Ukrainian Federal Credit 
Union and his activity in numerous 
other community groups. 

Monument to Patriarch Josyf Slipyj 
at Soyuzivka. 
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Noteworthy events and people 
There were many noteworthy 

events and persons in the news in 
1987. For those that defy classifica
tion under the aforementioned 
headings, there is this section. 

Thus, among the notable events 
of the past year were the following: 

• A Harvard University sympo
sium on "Ukrainian Classic Litera
ture" brought together scholars 
from North America and Ukraine on 
January 14-16. The symposium was 
organized by Dr. George G. Grabo-
wicz, chairman of Harvard's depart
ment of Slavic languages and litera
tures. 

• The Canadian Ukrainian Immi
grant Aid Society and the Ukrainian 
Professional and Business Club of 
Toronto put up funds to bring two 
Afghan teens to Canada for medical 
treatment. The youths, who were 
wounded in battle, arrived on Ja
nuary 27 and were to undergo re
constructive surgery. 

• Dr. Robert Conquest's book 
about the Great Ukrainian Famine of 
1932-33, "The Harvest of Sorrow;" 
was the featured selection of the 
History Book Club for the month Of 
January. In October the book was 
one of five nominated for the Los 
Angeles Times book awards in the 
history category. 

• In February and March, three 
Ukrainian basses appeared in a 
single production of the Metropoli
tan Opera. Appearing In Mussorg-
sky's "Boris Godunov" were Andrij 
Dobriansky as Nikitich.-Sergei Kop-
chak as Varlaam and PaulPlishkaas 
Pimen. 

• Laurence Ewashko, the grand
son of Ukrainian immigrants who 
settled in Manitoba, led hisjirst tour 
as conductor of the world famous 
Vienna Boys Choir to "anada, the 
United States and Puerto Rico, 
appearing in a triumph?nt concert in 
Toronto on March 19. 

• CeSUS, the Central Union of 
Ukrainian Students, was revived 
after a 10-year period of inactivity at 
a weekend congress held March 21-
22 in Cleveland. Yaro Kulchyckyj, a 
student at Rutgers University, was 
elected president of the worldwide 
body. 

• Some 1,000 Ukrainians of Ar
gentina greeted Pope John Paul II 
on April 10 at the Ukrainian Catho
lic Cathedral in Buenos Aires. 

• St. Volodimir Ukrainian Ortho
dox Cathedral in New York City was 
desecrated by unknown vandals 
who etched and drew swastikas on 
the church's exterior during the 
evening or nighttime hours of April 
10-11, right before the start of Holy 
Week. 

• National Geographic magazine 
featured a 36-page a>iicle on U-
kraine in its May issue. The story 
was by Mike Edwards,, photos by 
Steve Raymer. Tania Mychajlyshyn 
TAvignon was the team's interpre-
t That issue of National Geogra
phic, which is sent to 10.5 million 
society members worldwide, also 
contained an article ab uttheChor-
nobyl nuclear accide . 

• Plast Ukrainian 'outh Organi
zation celebrated it 75th jubilee 
with an internahon tl jamboree in 
Quebec and Ontario on August 8-
23. Over 800 PiasLroernbgrs from. 
around the world paric^pated. 

• Among the participants of the 
third Chautauqua Confer»nce on 

U.S.-Soviet Relations, held in wes
tern New York state on August 23-
28, were members of Americans for 
Human Rights in Ukraine. AHRU 
members raised Ukrainian human, 
national and religious rights issues 
at every possible opportunity. 

Chautauqua '87 logo. 
• Manor Junior College, founded 

in 1947 by the Ukrainian Sisters of 
St. Basil the Great, marked its 40th 
anniversary with a variety of events 
throughout the year. 
Notable people of 1987 included: 

• Myron Sp.olsky was named Ma
nitoba's first multicultural coordina
tor to serve as an advisor and ad
ministrative resource to the pro
vince's minister of culture, heritage 
and recreation. He assumed his post 
on January 12. 

• A. Raynell Andreychuk on Fe
bruary 6 was named Canada's high 
commissioner to Kenya, with con-r 
current accreditation to Uganda, and 
as ambassador to the Comoros. She 
was also appointed Canada's per
manent representative to the U.N. 
Environmental Program and the 
U.N. Center for Human Settlements 
(HABITAT) in Nairobi, Kenya. 

• Ian Shelton, 29, son of two 
Ukrainian physicians from Winni
peg, on February 23 discovered the 
most significant supernova in 383 
years. 

• Attorney Bohdan Futey, chair
man of the U.S. Foreign Claims 
Settlement Commission, was sworn 
in on May 29 as a federal judge of the 
U.S. Claims Court. 

• On June 10, Maj. Gen. Nicholas 
S.H. Krawciw took command of the 
3rd Infantry Division based in 
Wuerzburg, West Germany. 

• Joseph Charyk received the 
National Medal of Technology, the 
nation's highest award for achieve
ments in technology, from President 
Ronald Reagan on June 27. He was 
recognized for breakthroughs in 
global telecommunications. 

• John Korbutiak, a Broadvalley, 
Man., farmer, died at age 80 on 
August 7, leaving $65,000 of his 
estate to the Ukrainian Cultural and 
Educational Centre (Oseredok) in 
Winnipeg. 

• Leo Kazaniwskyj, a Chicago 
alter: .;y, was selected on Septem
ber I to chair the Governor's Immi
gration Rt'orm Task Force by mi
nors .;jvr james R. Thompson. 

• ., \,iiS$ America of Ukrainian des-
:e'U as cnosen on September 19. 

• 24-year-oid Kaye Lani Rae 
; . i uo of Monroe, M>ch. 

• Ccacn Taras Liskevych led the 
U S women's volleyball team to a 
qualifying berth in the 1988 Olym
pics in Seoul. South Korea. 

• Rick Oleksyk. a member of the 
.U.S. Qly.mp.ic.me.r)'s.handball team, 
also will be in Seoyl for the 1988 
Olympics, thaaks to his team's vic
tory at the Pan-American Games. 

Deaths in the community 
In 1987 the Ukrainian community 

was saddened to learn of the deaths 
of a number of its prominent mem
bers, among them the following: 

• Lev Rejnarovycz, 73, opera so
loist with the Lviv Opera House and 
Ukrainian Opera Ensemble in Ger
many, and organizer and director of 
Mykola Lysenko Opera Company in 
the U.S. — January 21. 

• The Rev. Wladimir Borowsky, 
80, executive secretary of the Ukrai
nian Evangelical Alliance of North 
America, pastor of the Ukrainian 
Evangelical-Reformed Church, edi
tor-in-chief of Evangelical Morning 
(Evanhelsky Ranok) lanuary 25. 

• Alvin Kapusta, 57, the U.S. 
State Department's first special 
assistant for Soviet nationalities, 
organizer of the Soviet Nationalities 
Division in the Office for Analysis of 
the Soviet Union and Eastern Eu
rope — January 25. 

• Dr. Miro Chapowskyj, 64, su
preme secretary of the Ukrainian 
Fraternal Association —January 29. 

• Gen. Petro Grigorenko, 79, 
founding member of the Moscow 
and Ukrainian Helsinki monitoring 
groups, former Red Army general 
who spent nearly six years in Soviet 
psychiatric hospitals for his human 
and national rights activity — Fe
bruary 21. 

• Michael Piznak, 80, New York 
community activist, former trea
surer of the Ukrainian Congress Com
mittee of America and former vice-
president of the Ukrainian National 
Association — May 23. 

• Dr. Peter G. Stercho, 68, pro
fessor of political economy at Dre-
xel University, chairman of the Na
tional Committee to Commemorate 
Genocide Victims in Ukraine 1932-
33 — June 18. 

• Gordon R. Bohdan Panchuk, 
73, a World War II veteran of the 
Royal Canadian Air Force who as

sisted Ukrainian displaced persons 
after the war and saved veterans of 
the Galicia Division from repatria
tion to the USSR — June 20. 

• UlasSamchuk, 82. noted writer, 
editor and Ukrainian activist in 
Volhynia, Ukraine, and Canada — 
July 9. 

• Michael Luchuf, 69, retired 
captain of the New York City Police 
Department —lu ly 25. 

• Edward Popil, 69, longtime 
financial secretary-treasurer of the 
Ukrainian Fraternal Association as 
well as financial secretary of the 
National Committee to Commemo
rate Genocide Victims in Ukraine 
1932-33 — September 8. 

• Prof. Theodore Onufryk, 96, 
choir director at St. .George Ukrai
nian Catholic Church in 1919-1962, 
under whose direction thousands of 
Ukrainian Americans sang at count
less concerts, including those at 
Town Hall, Carnegie Hall, the New 
York World's Fair and St. Patrick's 
Cathedral — September 17. 

• Jaroslav Rubel, 67, organizer of 
sports events, longtime president of 
the Carpathian Ski Club, leading 
member of the Ukrainian Sports 
Association of the U.S.A. and Ca
nada — October 24. 

• George Ryga, 55, Canadian 
playwright, son of Ukrainian immi
grants, whose plays reflected his 
belief that the responsibility of 
writers is to speak for those unable 
to speak for themselves — Novem
ber 18. . .;„ .,.;,,„,•,;,.!.• 

• Jurij ,Lawr«ienkOr S&^author, 
literary critic and former political 
prisoner of the Stalinist gulag — 
December 14. 

• Mstyslaw Dolnycky, 69, former 
editor-in-chief of America, a Ukrai
nian Catholic newspaper published 
in Philadelphia, who began his long 
journalistic career, in 1929 in Ukraine 
— December 20. 

At The Weekly 
We started the year with a com

plete staff: Roma Hadzewycz, Mi
chael Bociurkiw, Natalia Feduschak 
and Chrystyna Lapychak. In Fe
bruary, Mr. Bociurkiw was reassign
ed to Canada, continuing as a full-
time staffer operating (most of the 
time) out of Ottawa. Also that month, 
Marianna Liss was formally named 
The Weekly's Midwest correspon
dent. Assistant editor Feduschak 
left The Weekly for Columbia Uni
versity in October, and in November 
Canadian correspondent Bociurkiw 

resigned to take up other opportu
nities, but promised to continue as a 
free-lancer for The Weekly. That left 
Hadzewycz and Lapychak to cope. 
Thank goodness for our steady 
typesetter, Awilda Arzola, and our 
new paste-up person/comic Nick 
Dworski. There'll be good news in 
the New Year, but more on that next 
year... 

To all our dear readers, our best 
wishes for »this Christmas season 
and the coming year. 

The Weekly staff on the Jersey City waterfront (from leftJ-M irhael Bociurkiw, 
Awilda Arzola, Chrystyna Lapychak, Natalia Feduschak and Marianna Liss. 

(Photo by Roma Hadzewycz.) 


