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Ukraine in 1995: 
forging an identity 

Overcoming an identity crisis that had relegated 
this country of 52 million to obscurity some
where between Europe and Asia, in 1995 

Ukraine defined itself as an emerging democracy, a new 
state in the center of Europe, a player in the world com
munity to be taken seriously. 

"Ukraine strengthened its international image during 
the last year - and this is perhaps its most important for
eign policy achievement in 1995," said Foreign Minister 
Hennadiy Udovenko at a year-end press conference, 
adding that Ukraine had adjusted comfortably to the 
role of bridge between East and West. 

He praised President Leonid Kuchma for his work in 
promoting Ukraine abroad, on his trips to such countries 
as Japan, Italy, Germany, China, Brazil, Argentina, 
Chile, Great Britain, the United States, Denmark and 
states of the CIS, 17 in all, where the chief executive 
emphasized economic cooperation with Ukraine, 
encouraged investment in this potentially rich nation 
and urged an increase in trade relations. He also 
observed first hand how the market system functions. 

No doubt one of the highlights of 1995, said Mr. 
Udovenko, was Ukraine's accession to the Council of 
Europe. On October 18, Ukraine became the 37th member 
of the CE. It was officially welcomed at a ceremony in 
Strasbourg on November 9. 

"Ukraine views its membership in this organization as a 
decisive moment in matters of state-building," said 
Oleksander Moroz, chairman of the Ukrainian Parliament. 
"What does Ukraine's membership in the CE mean? ... in 
joining the CE, not only has Ukraine committed itself to 
follow the path of democracy, but CE members have com
mitted themselves to assist Ukraine on its path. Without 
Ukraine, the mosaic of Europe would not be complete." 

With the privilege of joining the CE came a number of 
responsibilities, which Ukraine will have to fulfill by the 
end of 1996. Although Ukraine's entry into the CE was an 
act of recognition of its democratic reform achievements 
and the restructuring of the government system that 
Ukraine inherited from the Soviet Union, its primary goals 
now include adopting a Constitution, continuing reforms 
to develop its legal base, and raising its legal and judicial 
systems to European standards. One of the requirements 
of the CE is the abolition of capital punishment. 

The U.S. government was very generous with 
Ukraine in 1995, making it the fourth largest recipient 
of U.S. aid, but perhaps even greater support was the 
morale boost given to the Ukrainian people by President 
Bill Clinton and First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton, 
who paid a two-day visit to Kyiv on May 11-12. 

On the steps of Kyiv State University, on a bright and 
sunny May morning, just as Kyiv's chestnut trees were 
beginning to bloom, the American leader proclaimed: 

"It is a great honor for me and for our party to be in 
one of Europe's oldest nations and youngest democra
cies. This trip, which follows my stopover here in 
January 1994 and President Kuchm a ' s trip to 
Washington last fall, will give us an opportunity to con
tinue the tremendous progress we have made in building 
strong and productive ties between our countries." 

Amidst chants of "Clinton, Clinton" from the crowds 
who came to see the U.S. leader on Ukrainian soil, Mr. 
Clinton spoke of further cooperation: "You should know 
this: as you build your future, the United States will stand 
with you." President Kuchma was no less gracious in his 
words of welcome to the American leader, pointing out 
that this was the first state visit by a U.S. president to inde
pendent Ukraine. "We believe that this visit will have a 
special place in the annals of Ukrainian-U.S. relations," 
noted President Kuchma. 

President Clinton was not the only U.S. government 
official to visit Ukraine in 1995; throughout the year 
tens of delegations - of various levels - visited Ukraine 
to talk of bilateral cooperation in many spheres, from 
economic, to cultural, to military. 

Among other distinguished U.S. government officials 
visiting Ukraine was U.S. Defense Secretary William 
Perry, who came to Ukraine twice in 1995 and is expected 
in Pervomaiske again on January 5 of next year. He came 
to Kyiv on March 31-April 1 - his fourth trip in two years -
to move past issues of nuclear disarmament to questions of 
social protection, security, and military and economic coop
eration. He then traveled to Pervomaiske to witness the 
destruction of an SS-19 missile, once upon a time aimed at 
U.S. cities. This trip, he noted, had formed a "new and 
deeper bond" between the U.S. and Ukraine. 

[Ukraine's last nuclear missiles are scheduled to be with
drawn from its territory to Russia before the year is out, 
reported Col. Gen. Igor Sergeyev, commander-in-chief of 
the Russian Strategic Rocket Forces. The remaining 32 SS-
19 rockets have been bought by the Russian Federation.] 

A priority for Ukraine's foreign policy direction was 
relations with the G-7. Indeed, since his election President 
Kuchma has visited all the countries in the group except 
France, where a state visit is planned for 1996. 

The Ukrainian government has also worked closely 
with the European Union, and in early 1996, it is expected 
that a temporary agreement will be signed that will allow 
Ukraine to cooperate with the EU in trade relations. 

Another European structure that Ukraine is expected to 
join in the near future is the Central European Initiative, and 
Ukraine's membership should be finalized in March. 

Ukraine's parliamentarians played a significant role 
at the fourth annual assembly of the Organization of 
Security and Cooperation in Europe, held in Ottawa on 
July 4-8, and participated in the adoption of amend
ments to resolutions concerning democracy, human 
rights and humanitarian questions, as well as economic 
affairs, science, technology and the environment. 

In 1995, Ukraine defined its position regarding NATO, 
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization. First Deputy 
Foreign Minister Borys Tarasiuk, who later was appointed 
ambassador to the Benelux countries and also serves as 
Ukraine's representative to Brussels-based organizations 
like NATO, said Ukraine regards NATO as a guarantor of 
stability and peace, as a cornerstone for post-war Western 
European security. However, he noted that Ukraine's 
position on NATO's eastward expansion is that no coun
try has the right to veto NATO expansion except NATO 
itself and the country concerned. 

Ukraine was the first among the CIS countries to join 
the NATO-sponsored Partnership for Peace in the sum
mer of 1994. Defense Minister Valeriy Shmarov has 
said that he approves of NATO's go slow approach. 

However, he added that if NATO changed its "evolu
tionary policy," Ukraine, theoretically a neutral country, 
could find itself in the middle of two hostile camps. 

Recently, Ukraine's peacekeeping troops in the for
mer Yugoslavia, which had been involved in the mis
sion since 1992, were transferred from the United 
Nations to NATO forces, under French command. 

In June, 55 Ukrainians were held hostage by Bosnian 
Serb troops; they had been captured, divided into groups 
of three or four and used as human shields at NATO air 
raid targets. A few weeks later, peacekeepers in the U n 
designated "safe area" of Zepa were used as a human 
shield by both Bosnian Serbs and the Bosnian govern
ment, while in Goradze, the Ukrainian commander of 80 
troops was taken hostage by the Bosnian government. For 
days the situation remained extremely tense. 

Ukrainian-Russian relations 

Despite the fact that Russian Federation President 
Boris Yeltsin did not make it to Ukraine in 1995, coop
eration between the two neighbors actually improved 
during the year, and most significantly after two Sochi 
summits - one presidential, one military, in early June 
and late November, respectively. 

In February, Ukrainian and Russian government del
egations initialed a wide-ranging political treaty in 
Kyiv. Originally, the treaty was to be signed by the 
presidents of both countries on April 1, but the latest 
speculation is that Presidents Yeltsin and Kuchma may 
sign the treaty on January 19, in Moscow, during a CIS 
heads of state summit. 

Initially, the signing of the treaty was stalled because of 
the dual citizenship issue, which Mr. Yeltsin originally had 
insisted be an integral part of the full-scale political treaty. 
When it was finally dropped, the complex issue of the divi
sion of the Black Sea Fleet became a point of contention. 

When the two presidents met in Sochi in June, 
President Yeltsin declared that "we've closed the book 

Efrem Lukatsky 

June 8: President Leonid Kuchma and Parliament Chairman Oleksander Moroz shake hands after signing 
the constitutional accord on power-sharing. 
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August 1: Ukraine's chief executive strums away. 

on the problem of the Black Sea Fleet," and that he 
could come to Kyiv in the summer because they had 
signed an agreement bringing to an end a three-year dis
pute on the fate of the aging, rusty fleet. 

The pact, which divided the fleet into two: the Black 
Sea Fleet of Russia and the Naval Forces of Ukraine, was 
hailed as a major breakthrough in the summer by the two 
leaders. However, not much else has been done since. 

However, the Sochi talks in late November between 
the defense ministers of Ukraine and Russia, Mr. 
Shmarov and Pavel Grachev, did indeed signal a new 
phase in relations between the two countries, as the gov
ernments decided to work "removing obstacles, work
ing from the bottom up, step by step." 

Although Ukraine worked on bilateral relations with 

member-states of the Commonwealth of Independent 
States, it had little to do with any CIS unions and struc
tures, preferring to remain an associate member, or hold 
observer status. 

President Kuchma traveled to the yearly summit of 
CIS heads of state in Almaty in 1995, but he voiced 
skepticism concerning the CIS, calling it an "amorphous 
structure." He said he viewed structures such as the CIS 
as "ones without any prospects." 

Talk of the CIS was absent throughout much of the 
year, and a heated debate only emerged at the end of 1995, 
as the Ukrainian Parliament put accession to the CIS 
Interparliamentary Assembly on the fall session's agenda. 

It seemed almost as if the left-wing forces wanted to 
finagle a favor out of the Supreme Council for agreeing 

Oh, baby: of corruption and scandal 

During 1995, the furor in Ukraine revolved 
around the scandal of a baby-selling operation 
first uncovered in Lviv at the end of 1994. The 

news hit the media in 1995. 
Three doctors were arrested in this tale of crime and cor

ruption (Liudmyla Ornst, Bohdan Fedak and Volodymyr 
Doroshenko), and, as the year drew to a close, they 
remained in jail, detained until February 1996, when the 
Lviv prosecutor plans to bring the threesome to trial. 

Originally charged with "exceeding their authority" 
and "forging official documents," these doctors are 
allegedly only a small part of a ring that includes petty 
bureaucrats, adoption "facilitators" and small-time 
crooks, and which extends from Ukraine, to Russia, to 
the United States, Canada and Italy, and includes costs 
of anywhere from $20,000 to $80,000 per child. 

Initially, Lviv Oblast Council Chairman Mykola Horyn 
claimed that the scandal had been politically motivated, but 
by year's end he, too, realized its criminal content and gave 
two Lviv assistant prosecutors the green light (and the nec
essary funding) to go to the United States to find evidence 
against these doctors and their cohorts. 

In the Lviv region, some mothers were told that their 
babies had died at birth, or were born with severe handi
caps, while others were pressured into giving up their 
newborns, as adoption facilitators convinced them that, 
with the economic hardships plaguing Ukraine, they did 
not need the burden of an additional mouth to feed. 

More than 100 children from the Lviv region alone 
have wound up in America and Canada, and now the 
adoptive parents - who, it seems, were under the 
impression that they were doing everything according 
to Ukrainian law - are worried that the natural mothers 
may want their babies back. 

However , in a new twist in this scandal , one 
Massachusetts couple has returned a Ukrainian child 

adopted in early 1993, a child who is severely handi
capped and whose medical bills cost the family $7,000 
a month. Although it has not yet been confirmed, Lviv 
authorities think that baby Alexander, as he is known, 
was one of the babies sold to the West. 

But no matter what Lviv authorities find in the 
United States, Ukraine urgently needs legislation to 
monitor such situations. Mykola Zhulynsky, then the 
vice-premier of humanitarian affairs, in May 1993 had 
placed a moratorium on adoptions by foreigners. In 
July 1994, Parliament strengthened that government 
decree by passing a moratorium on all foreign adop
tions. 

In early 1995, the first reading of a bill that includes 
provis ions on foreign adopt ions was presented . 
However, as the year drew to a close, the law on adop
tion had not been brought up for a second reading. 

The new legislation, which may still be amended, 
does include a basic strategy and plan concerning adop
tion by foreigners. The new law envisions the creation 
in Kyiv of a body called the National Center for 
Adoptions (NCA), which must approve all applications 
by foreigners to adopt any child in Ukraine. 

Indeed, a cornerstone of the new legislation is the prin
ciple that foreigners may adopt a child only if there is no 
Ukrainian citizen willing to adopt that particular child. If 
a child has not been adopted by a Ukrainian citizen after 
one year of registration with the NCA, only then does the 
child become eligible for adoption by foreigners. 

In the case of the 54 Ternopil orphans - who arrived 
in the United States in 1992 for four months of rest and 
relaxation in the Chicago area and subsequently were 
adopted by American citizens - the news was cheerier 
for the adoptive parents. Ukraine's Foreign Ministry 
closed that case, issuing a diplomatic note to the 
Ukrainian Consulate General in Chicago. 

to join the Council of Europe. But even Supreme 
Council Chairman Moroz, who supports joining the 
CIS-IPA, could n©t be coerced into the scheme, saying 
that lawmakers who wanted to link the CE accession to 
the CIS-IPA issue were "illogical." 

The debate on the accession to the Interparliamentary 
Assembly proved to be such a thorny issue that democ
rats in the legislature, who see joining the CIS-IPA as a 
step back in time that will try to bring back the Supreme 
Soviet of the USSR, stalemated the work of the session 
for close to three weeks, refusing to register and take 
part in daily plenary meetings. 

Finally, they won the argument temporarily - at least 
until the 1996 state budget is passed. 

Domestic affairs 

When Prime Minister Vitaliy Masol, regarded as a 
Soviet holdover in Mr. Kuchma's progressive govern
ment, had stepped down as Ukraine's prime minister on 
March 1, Yevhen Marchuk was named acting prime min
ister. He was named prime minister by decree on June 8. 

In other developments, the draft law on government 
powers, which was passed on December 28, 1994, as 
envisioned by President Kuchma was intended to give 
the president more power, such as the authority to form 
a Cabinet of Ministers without the approval of the 
Parliament, to disband the Parliament if the legislature 
disagrees twice with a government plan of action and to 
veto legislation passed by the Parliament. 

President Kuchma worked hard for six months, lob
bying the various factions in Parliament, even threaten
ing to hold a national plebiscite on the powers bill. 
Parliament finally came to an agreement, resolving the 
deadlock on the division of powers and signing a consti
tutional accord on June 7. 

The constitutional accord, toasted with champagne at a 
lavish signing ceremony between the president and the 
Parliament chairman on June 8, canceled the president's 
plan to hold a plebiscite, and serves as a "petit 
Constitution" until a new Constitution is drawn-up and 
accepted by the Parliament. The accord is in force until 
June 1996, when a new Constitution is to be adopted. 

The constitutional accord gave President Kuchma a 
free hand in naming a new government; the first 
Kuchma government had resigned on April 4, the result 
of a power struggle between the largely conservative 
legislature and the reform-minded president. 

With his new powers, President Kuchma appointed 
what some government critics have called "the Dream 
Team," while others have dubbed them the "Young 
Turks." On July 3, Mr. Kuchma, with Premier Marchuk at 
his side, named a new government that was expected to 
continue a policy of economic reforms. (Although Viktor 
Pynzenyk was named a bit later to the post of deputy prime 
minister in charge of economic reforms, he is also in the 
new government, as are Roman Shpek, Mr. Shmarov, 
Yuriy Kostenko, Volodymyr Horbulin.) 

President Kuchma has remained steadfast in his com
mitment to reform - making him the darling of the 
Western world. Just last month, he stressed the irre
versibility of the course of economic reforms. Expressing 
cautious optimism regarding Ukraine's progress along this 
path, he told reporters there would be no going back. 
"There is no alternative to our economic reform course, 
and the transformation of our economy is irreversible." 

President Kuchma was skillful also in handling such 
domestic problems as the restive Crimean Autonomous 
Republic. By the end of the year a certain calm had 
overtaken the peninsula, and relations between the capi
tals of Symferopil and Kyiv were cordial. 

Overall, however, studies and reports issued in 1995 
continued to paint a bleak picture of Ukraine. 

A U.N. human development report, released for the 
World Summit for Social Development in Copenhagen 
in March, showed that in Ukraine unemployment is 
soaring, disease is spreading and life expectancy is 
falling. The report stated that Ukraine is 52nd among 
173 countries in terms of living standards, and since 
1991 living standards have fallen by 80 percent. 

As some pensioners receive no more than $20 a 
month, and most government workers have not received 
their wages since September, it is no wonder that a sur
vey released by the Kyiv International Institute of 
Sociology, working with the U.S. International 
Foundation for Electoral Systems, found that 91.7 per
cent of Ukrainians are dissatisfied with the current situa
tion in Ukraine. 

However, an overwhelming majority also expressed 
hope for the future - as 84.9 percent agreed that "we must 
educate young people about the democratic process - so 
they can help make good decisions about our future." 
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The Chomobyl issue: 
commitments and aid 

Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma made a polit
ical commitment in April to close down the 
Chornobyl nuclear power plant by the year 

2000, but it took almost all of 1995 for Ukraine to reach 
an agreement with the G-7 countries regarding financial 
aid and further cooperation in helping restructure 
Ukraine's power industry. 

Although the West has long understood the importance 
of closing down Chornobyl - a major threat to the health 
and environment of Europe - only recently have Ukraine's 
partners realized the country's tremendous hardships asso
ciated with this effort. One Ukrainian government official 
pointed out in November, when a memorandum of under
standing was initialed in Vienna, that in the end, Ukraine 
received assurances that it will not be left alone to face the 
problem of the Chornobyl station's shutdown. 

On December 20, Ukraine's Minister of Environmental 
Protection and Nuclear Safety Yuriy Kostenko and 
Canada's Vice-Premier and Secretary of the Environment 
Sheila Copps signed an agreement in Ottawa that provides 
for more than $2.3 billion in financial assistance from the 
G-7 countries to close down Chornobyl by the year 2000. 
Ms. Coop said it was an act of political courage for the 
Ukrainian government to agree to the shutdown because 
of the economic hardship that will result. 

But even before the ink was dry on the document, 
Mr. Kostenko said the financial aid package was not 
enough to cover the costs of sealing the Chornobyl site, 
disposing of tons of radioactive waste from dumping 
areas, completing the clean-up, providing new energy 
sources for Ukraine and providing new jobs and training 
to those workers who will be left unemployed after the 
Chornobyl plant is decommissioned. 

Funds are also lacking to transform the "sarcopha
gus," or cover, over the reactor that exploded in 1986, 
into an ecologically safe facility, he explained. 

Mr. Kostenko linked Ukraine's promise to shut down 
the power plant by the year 2000 to financial guarantees 
from the Group of Seven countries and international 
funding organizations, adding that "if one of the sides 
fails to abide by its commitments, the other side will 
have an opportunity to make decisions in its own favor, 
taking into account its national interests." 

He stressed that the West may have to come up with 
even more money to make the world safe from 
Chornobyl, and emphasized that the agreement is not a 
legally binding document, but simply a first step. He 
added that Ukraine would make additional proposals to 
donor countries and international lending institutions. 

The minister has proposed that bilateral agreements 
between Ukraine and each of the G-7 countries be draft
ed in the near future, in order to implement a funding 
mechanism, and suggested that these documents be 
signed in the spring of 1996, during the G-7 summit that 
will be devoted to nuclear safety problems. 

Lack of money has been the primary stumbling block 
for Ukraine, which has exhibited the political will to 
close down the plant, site of the April 1986 nuclear 
accident that spewed radioactive fallout throughout 
Ukraine, Belarus, Russia and parts of Europe. 

The Ukrainian Parliament, in an appeal to the G-7 in 
May of this year, pointed out that its national economy 
cannot finance all of the necessary expenditures to mini
mize Chornobyl's aftereffects on the people and the 
environment. It called for aid - scientific, technical and 
humanitarian assistance - from the international com
munity, explaining that the problem of Chornobyl is a 
complex issue, and does not concern merely shutting 
down the plant. 

Originally, Ukrainian government officials estimated 
that the full cost of the Chornobyl clean-up would 
exceed $4.4 billion, a monstrous sum that frightened 
Western countries from the negotiating table. 

Indeed, the full price tag on the lengthy process of clos
ing down Chornobyl is not yet known, but the commit
ment to go ahead with the agreement has been made by 
both sides. Minister Kostenko told reporters in November 
that "it really will cost tens of billions of dollars to cover 
the costs associated with the shutdown of Chornobyl, 
when you take into account the losses Ukraine will carry 
in the energy sector, the costs of providing social protec
tion, cleaning up the environment," and so on. And, he 
added, "the complete shutdown will take decades." 

But, Mr. Kostenko told reporters in Ottawa in 
December that there are 15 other dangerous Chornobyl-

April 12: Engineers test reactor No. 1 at the Chornobyl nuclear power plant, whose closure was demanded 
throughout 1995 by Western leaders. 

type nuclear power stations in Russia and the former 
Soviet Union which also should be shut down before 
they become the sites of accidents. Nuclear energy offi
cials, such as Mykhailo Umanets, have said that there 
are 43 RBMK Chornobyl-like reactors working in at 
least six countries and nobody wants them shut down. 
He noted that Great Britain alone has 19 such reactors. 

Earlier in the year, officials from Ukraine's nuclear 
industry, including Mr. Umanets of the State Committee 
on the Use of Nuclear Power (Derzhkomatom), and the 
Chornobyl plant director, Serhiy Parashin, dismissed the 
possibility of another nuclear explosion at the 
Chornobyl nuclear plant. 

"The demands of the West to close down the Chornobyl 
nuclear power plant are not substantiated technically," said 
Mr. Umanets, reacting to a report in London's The 
Observer newspaper on March 26, which stated that a 
"second catastrophic explosion at the Chornobyl nuclear 
plant in Ukraine could happen at any time." 

"The events of 1986 cannot recur," said Mr. 
Parashin, who added that more than $300 million had 
been invested in safety at Chornobyl. "This is a gim
mick to put pressure on Ukraine," he added. 

Both he and Mr. Umanets said they were not sur
prised about the timing of The Observer article, just 
weeks before President Kuchma had promised a final 
decision on the future of Chornobyl. Pressure on 
Ukraine had to be exerted from the West, they said. 

10 years later 

Although Ukrainian government officials have set 
the wheels into motion to shut down the Chornobyl 
nuclear plant, site of the world's worst nuclear accident 
nearly 10 years ago, the psychological scars of this 
tragedy are far from healing. 

The consequences of this accident are still being felt 
today: more than 180,000 people in Ukraine have been 
resettled since the nuclear explosion, and to this day, 
thousands of Ukrainian citizens complain of weakness, 
headaches, poor memory and a general decline in health 
- as well as anxiety about the future. The New York 
Times recently reported that some 5 million people 
were exposed to radiation that spread across the region. 
And, according to the Ukrainian Health Ministry, the 
total number of deaths among victims of the Chornobyl 
accident between 1988 and 1994 is more than 125,000. 

Officials at Ukraine's Ministry of Health have noted an 
increase in thyroid cancer, especially among children, since 
the April 1986 disaster. The World Health Organization 
reported that thyroid cancer among children has increased 
some 100 times in the areas most contaminated. 

But an even greater number of people have been psy
chologically affected by the event of 1986, reported Dr. 
Yuriy Sayenko, deputy head of the Ukrainian Institute 
of Sociology, in a paper released last April. 

"Chornobyl was the ruin of their world views, their 
lifestyles, their plans. It was Chornobyl that demonstrat
ed the huge impact of a nuclear power catastrophe upon 
the social and psychological sphere of a large number of 
people - about 6 million," he wrote. 

Although the governments of Ukraine, Belarus and 
Russia have tried to help their citizens deal with the 
aftermath of this tragedy, with Ukraine allocating nearly 
5 percent of its state budget to pay for the post-
Chornobyl social security net and for activities to neu
tralize the accident's aftereffects, the required funding is 
several times higher than the available resources. 

Private groups and international organizations have 
been instrumental in providing aid to victims of the 
Chornobyl nuclear accident. 

A program set up by UNESCO in 1993 has helped 
Chornobyl victims cope psychologically, setting up 
community centers - nine to date - in Ukraine, Belarus 
and Russia to help people who want to talk about their 
problems, or just spend time with people who under
went the same traumas. 

As the disaster's 10th anniversary approaches, the 
United Nations proclaimed April 26, 1996, International 
Day in Memory of Chornobyl. The U.N. General 
Assembly passed a resolution on improving internation
al cooperation and coordination of efforts for studying, 
easing and minimizing the aftermath of the Chornobyl 
accident, and authorizing the secretary-general to carry 
on activities to buttress those efforts. 

Aid to Ukraine: 
the West responds 

Banking on President Leonid Kuchma's commit
ment to reforms, Western donors were particular
ly generous to Ukraine in 1995, granting it close 

to $5 billion in aid. 
And according to the third annual Development 

Cooperation Report for Ukraine (DCR) published by 
the U.N. Office and released in late October, foreign aid 
to Ukraine will continue to grow, with the focus shifting 
from humanitarian to technical assistance. 

Indeed, as the year drew to a close, Ukraine expected 
more foreign monies in 1996. Representatives of the 
World Bank, the International Monetary Fund, the 
European Bank for Reconstruction and Development, as 
well as government officials from G-7 countries made 
pledges to help Ukraine during its time of transition. 

The latest agreements were signed by President 
Kuchma while in London on December 13, with the 
EBRD pledging $130 million for economic assistance 
as well as $75 million for the development of the power 
industry and over $6.5 million as a donation to 
Ukraine's investment fund. 

The president has recently emphasized the need for 
foreign investment to help Ukraine get on its feet eco
nomically. 

At the end of 1994, the World Bank agreed to lend 
Ukraine $500 million in support of the country's transi
tion to a market economy; the loan was the single largest 
disbursement of Western assistance to Ukraine to date. 

The World Bank decision followed the International 
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Monetary Fund's endorsement of President Kuchma's 
reform initiative. The IMF released $371 million of a 
systemic transformation facility credit in October 1994; 
in 1995, it released the second STF credit and began 
releasing tranches of a stand-by credit worth $1.57 bil
lion. By late December came the promise of a fourth 
tranche by IMF representatives who traveled to Kyiv, 
under the condition that Ukraine carries out its policy of 
economic reforms. 

President Kuchma, who just two weeks ago met with 
John Olding Smee, the director of the IMF's Second 
European Department, urged the IMF "to look at Ukraine 
not only from the viewpoint of figures, but in broader 
terms." 

But the IMF, which granted Ukraine its third tranche 
of the $1.57 billion stand-by loan only at the urging of 
the United States, told the Ukrainian government that it 
must be more efficient at fulfilling the IMF program 
and keeping to commitments outlined in the memoran
dum of understanding between Ukraine and the IMF. 

These commitments include reducing inflation to 1 
percent by the end of 1995, keeping the state budget 
deficit to 3.3 percent of the GDP, as well as requiring 
the government's substantial withdrawal from agricul
tural financing, a strict wage policy, cash limits in cer
tain areas, and further increases in public utility charges, 
housing rents and energy prices to households in order 
to contain subsidies. 

The program also includes implementation of struc
tural reforms, removing administrative controls and pro
viding incentives for enterprises to innovate, enter new 
markets and reduce costs. 

The IMF-inspired program includes privatization 
through vouchers of about 8,000 medium- and large-
scale enterprises, as well as the majority of small-scale 
enterprises, which had been scheduled to be completed 
by the end of the year. 

Privatization in Ukraine has proceeded at a snail's pace, 
land reform is basically non-existent, and despite the fact 
that the Parliament voted to accept the 1995 government 
program, which kept the budget deficit down to 6 percent, 
the very next day the lawmakers endorsed a minimum 
wage that the government would have to finance with addi
tional emissions, causing inflation to soar sky-high. 

But newly released figures on privatization paint a 
more optimistic picture for 1996. By the end of 1995, 
the State Property Fund projected that 11,500 small 
enterprises will be privatized, half of the projected goal 
of 22,450, and small-scale privatization is to be com
pleted by the end of June 1996. 

As of December, 3,000 medium- and large-scale 
enterprises had been privatized, with an established goal 
of 8,000 by the end of next year. 

Although Ukraine was not able to keep inflation down to 
1 percent in December (the final figures are not yet in), it 

was in the single digits in October and November, 9.1 and 
7.1 percent, respectively. Despite an increase in September 
to 14.2 percent, it was low in June, July and August, com
ing in at 4.8,5.2 and 4.6 percent, respectively. 

Prime Minister Yevhen Marchuk, who was handed 
the economics portfolio from President Kuchma when 
he became prime minister in the spring, revamped the 
economics policy shaped by the president, preferring 
evolutionary, not revolutionary reforms. He most 
recently spoke out against launching reforms "at any 
price," adding that this could cause social tensions 
among the population. But, he assured Western lending 
institutions and government officials that the 1996 state 
budget would provide for a 6 percent deficit of the 
GDP, keeping within specified limits. He underscored 
that Ukrainian economic priorities include combating 
inflation, increasing production, prohibiting unsched
uled emissions and repaying debts through National 
Bank credits, exterior sources and securities issues. 

Nat ional Bank Governor Viktor Yushchenko 
expressed confidence that Ukraine would continue to 
cooperate with the IMF, and, although he acknowledged 
that Ukraine had problems with privatization, its biggest 
financial headache was foreign debt repayment. 

The IMF was helpful to Ukraine also in agreeing to 
assist in restructuring Ukraine's huge debt to Russia. 

The countries of the G-7 and the European Union also 
were great supporters of Ukraine in 1995, with the G-7 
finally pledging financial aid of $2.3 billion to Ukraine in 
return for shutting down Chornobyl. Although money was 
often a sore point in discussions between Ukraine anc the 
G-7 countries (U.S., Canada, Japan, France, Germany, 
Italy and Great Britain), by the end of the year, Ukraine 
had received assurances of bilateral and multilateral aid, 
including EU loans of more than $100 million. 

Ukraine's biggest bilateral benefactor was the United 
States, which has earmarked nearly $300 million in aid for 
1996, according to Richard Morningstar, U.S. secretary of 
state for NIS assistance and special adviser to President 
Clinton, who visited Ukraine in early December. 

Ambassador Morningstar pointed out that Ukraine 
will be the third largest recipient of U.S. aid in 1996, 
after Israel and Egypt, and the largest recipient of aid in 
the former Soviet Union (trading 1995 places with 
Russia), but he cautioned that if privatization in Ukraine 
were to slow down, the U.S. would be forced to reduce 
the volume of aid directed to Ukraine. 

"We believe that it is important for reform efforts to 
continue in Ukraine, and we will do everything possible 
to help," said Mr. Morningstar. 

But, it is not only the U.S. that has extended a help
ing hand. As Pres ident Kuchma traveled abroad 
throughout the year, he received promises from Western 
countries such as Germany and Great Britain that their 
aid to Ukraine would increase. 

УКРАЇНА Сері»вк №( 

ПРЖВАТИЗАірЙБЖЙ 
МАЙНОВИЙ СЖТИФІКАТ 

Reproduction of a privatization certificate» Such vouchers allow Ukraine's citizens to become part owners of 
enterprises previously owned by the government. 

Ukraine and the U.N.: 
the 50th anniversary 

The United Nations celebrated its 50th anniversary in 
1995 with high pomp and 170 major world leaders 
attending a special session on October 22, including 

Ukraine's President Leonid Kuchma. He spoke after U.S. 
President Bill Clinton, as host, gave the greeting. 

Although some world leaders said speaking last 
meant the final word, the Ukrainian president was on 
first. Ukraine's Ambassador to the United Nations 
Anatoliy Zlenko said at a press briefing several weeks 
before the event that it was "a stroke of luck" that 
Ukraine drew what was essentially the first speaking 
slot for a foreign leader and that "a star has shined on 
Ukraine again." 

President Kuchma was given that opportunity after 
Ukraine won a lottery conducted among the member-
states of the U.N. in June. It gave him the platform from 
which he could emphasis that Ukraine is non-nuclear: "I 
am certain that establishing a special status, with inter
national security guarantees, consolidated financial and 
technical assistance, and moral stimuli would be a 
colossal impetus for disarmament." 

Mr. Kuchma underscored that a key mission of the U.N. 
must be the integration of the new independent states into 
the regime of the post-Cold War world. The president of 
Ukraine also said that financing the body is a major con
cern to most countries. In an interview carried in The 
Weekly on September 17, written by Tamara Tarnawska 
Nahaylo, U.N. Secretary-General Boutros Boutros-Ghali 
explained that the United States is the third largest debtor 
country of the U.N., a point re-emphasized by Ambassador 
Zlenko at a pre-jubilee press briefing, where he took pains 
to underscore that Ukraine will substantially reduce its 
own debt. 

While in New York, President Kuchma also spent 
time with the Ukrainian American community at a ban
quet at the Waldorf Astoria, where 500 people feted the 
president and where he met with Ukrainian American 
leaders for an hour prior to the dinner. 

Perhaps the opening of the Ukrainian Mission to the 
United Nations on October 23 was more significant for 
Ukraine. It took yards and scores of material from carpen
ters and workers from the United States, and entrepreneurs 
also, for a home to be built for a concrete Ukrainian repre
sentation in the world body. Participating in the celebration, 
which occurred before the banquet, were Mr. Kuchma, 
Foreign Minister Hennadiy Udovenko, the president's 
Chief of Staff Dmytro Tabachnyk, Minister of Foreign 
Economics and Trade Serhiy Osyka, Ambassador to the 
United States Yuri Shcherbak and Ambassador Zlenko. 

Churches: controversy 
on two continents 

Controversy reared its ugly head in Ukrainian 
ecclesiastical developments in Ukraine and North 
America in 1995. 

In Ukraine, the funeral of Patriarch Volodymyr, head 
of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church — Kyiv Patriarchate, 
erupted in violence when Ukraine's special government 
police, the Berkut, attacked mourners in a peaceful 
funeral procession on July 18. 

In Canada, tensions mounted between supporters of 
Ukrainian Catholic Bishop Isidore Borecky of Toronto, 
who was asked to resign by the Vatican in 1989 but 
didn't, and Bishop Roman Danylak, who was appointed 
apostolic administrator of Bishop Borecky's eparchy in 
1992. That long-standing feud resulted, in part, in the 
defection of one Ukrainian Catholic priest to the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church. 

Of unity and disunity in Orthodox Churches 

1995 will most be remembered for the violence sur
rounding the death and burial of former dissident priest 
Vasyl Romaniuk, who in October 1993 was elected 
patriarch of the 15-million-strong UOC-KP. The 69-
year-old patriarch, persecuted in Stalin's camps for 19 
years for his religious and nationalistic convictions, suf
fered his third and final heart attack on July 14 in Kyiv. 

On July 18, 3,000 faithful participated in funeral ser
vices at St. Volodymyr Cathedral, the seat of the UOC-
KP. According to an agreement reached between the 
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Church and the Ukrainian government, the late patriarch 
was to be buried either in Baikiv Cemetery or on the 
grounds of St. Volodymyr Cathedral. UOC-KP hier
archs, citing the will of the faithful, instead decided to 
bury Patriarch Volodymyr at St. Sophia Cathedral, the 
historic birthplace of Orthodoxy in Ukraine. 

En route to the 11th century cathedral, mourners and 
clergy encountered riot police at the barricaded intersec
tion of Volodymyr Street and Shevchenko Boulevard. 

Berkut forces in full riot gear refused to let the clergy 
at the head of the funeral procession past the barricades 
and beat back those who tried to get through. Members 
of the Ukrainian National Assembly-Ukrainian National 
Self-Defense Organization, a paramilitary group that 
was enjoined to protect the funeral procession, joined 
the fray and full-scale violence erupted. 

The Berkut beat mourners and the lid of Patriarch 
Volodymyr's casket, which was carried separately from 
the coffin, with clubs. Members of the UNA-UNSO lift
ed a barricade and threw it at the riot police. The Berkut 
returned fire with tear gas and beat back the procession 
three times before allowing it to pass through. 

The funeral procession waited in a light rain before the 
locked gates of St. Sophia Cathedral for permission from 
the government to bury the remains of the patriarch 
inside. St. Sophia Cathedral is a historic landmark and 
falls under the jurisdiction of the Ukrainian government. 

The crowd, which dwindled from 3,000 to 1,000, 
waited for several hours for word from the Cabinet of 
Ministers before People's Deputy Oleh Vitovych and 
UNA-UNSO leader Dmytro Korchynsky, with shovels 
and picks , began digging a grave for Patr iarch 
Volodymyr in the sidewalk near the cathedral's gate. A 
number of national-democratic people's deputies joined 
in the digging. Berkut forces hidden behind the gate 
periodically released tear gas into the crowd. 

At 7 p.m. as mourners and clergy prepared to bury the 
patriarch in the six-foot grave in the sidewalk, two long 
colonnades of Berkut forces made their way from the back 
of St. Sophia Square toward the front gate. As the patri
arch's remains were laid to rest, riot police burst from the 
front gate and attacked the unarmed men, women and chil
dren, clearing out the area surrounding the makeshift grave. 

Blinded by tear gas, people stumbled over one anoth
er in an attempt to escape the Berkut's clubs. Rocks 
began flying. Bishop Paisiy, representing the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church of the U.S.A. at the patriarch's funer
al, was injured, as were other members of the clergy. 
People 's Deputies Vyacheslav Chornovil, Mykola 
Porovsky and Vitovych were beaten. 

The Berkut destroyed journalists' equipment, shred
ded church banners, kicked apart floral wreaths. 

The most seriously injured were members of the 
UNA-UNSO. Thirty of them were detained by the 
Berkut, and two were allegedly killed during the con
frontation, although the UNA-UNSO never released the 
names of the victims. 

Government figures site 59 injuries during the fray, 
42 of whom were members of the Berkut. The lay com
mittee that organized commemorations marking the 
40th day of Patriarch Volodymyr's death cited 137 peo
ple, 25 of whom were clerics. 

The patriarch's body was eventually interred in the 
sidewalk grave, and mourners were permitted to pay 
their last respects. To this day, Patriarch Volodymyr's 
grave remains near the front gate of St. Sophia Square. 

National-democratic people's deputies accused the 
government of provoking the UOC-KP with the con
frontation. Metropolitan Filaret said, "We asked for per
mission to bury the patriarch at St. Sophia, and we were 
denied. I said that this is unacceptable to our Church. 
By not allowing us to bury Patriarch Volodymyr at St. 
Sophia, the government has indicated that it does not 
recognize the role of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church— 
Kyiv Patriarchate or the role of the patriarch." The 
UOC-KP had enjoyed the support of independent 
Ukraine's first president, Leonid Kravchuk. 

The government launched an investigation into the 
events of July 18, and Maj. Gen. Valeriy Budnikov, 
deputy chief of the Internal Affairs Ministry's Kyiv 
administration, and Yuriy Kulykov, commander of 
Kyiv's Berkut forces, were relieved of their duties until 
the investigation was concluded. 

In the weeks following, the events of "Black Tuesday," 
as the July 18 confrontation came to be known, the UOC-
KP negotiated with a special government commission on 
the final burial site of Patriarch Volodymyr. The govern
ment offered the Vydubytsky Monastery, St. Michael's 
Golden-Dome Cathedral and St. Feodosiy Pechersky 
Church as sites for '-e-burial. On July 31, Metropolitan 
Filaret sa^cl, "- rAess. the authorities give their consent for 

July 18: Ukraine's government police beat back mourners from the makeshift grave of Patriarch Volodymyr 
at the entrance to the St. Sophia Cathedral complex. 

re-burial їп St. Sophia Cathedral, the patriarch's body will 
remain where it is. We will build a chapel or monument 
over the grave to honor it." 

On August 23 , the 40th day after Patr iarch 
Volodymyr's death, thousands participated in a peaceful 
procession and political rally at St. Sophia Cathedral. 

On October 20, Metropolitan Filaret, shrouded in con
troversy over claims that Patriarch Volodymyr had died of 
unnatural causes, was elected patriarch of the UOC-KP. 

Four hierarchs of the UOC-KP — Metropolitan 
Andriy of Halych, the administrator of the Ivano-
Frankivske Eparchy; Archbishop Vasyl of Ternopil and 
Buchach; Archbishop Roman of Vinnytsia and Bratslav; 
and Bishop Mefodiy, the adminis t ra tor of the 
Khmelnytsky and Kamianets-Podilsky Eparchy — 
broke away from that Church in protest and joined the 
Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox Church headed by 
Patriarch Dymytriy of Kyiv and All-Ukraine. 

"Before God and before Ukraine, my conscience is 
c lean," said Bishop Mefodiy of his desert ion. "I 
received no pressure from presidential circles, nor did 
any members of the security services of Ukraine 
approach me in an attempt to convince me to unite with 
Patriarch Dymytriy. The split happened for one reason 
only: Filaret, in our spiritual world, is a criminal." 

On November 14, the four new hierarchs of the UAOC 
told a press conference that the UAOC had approached 
Metropolitan Volodymyr of the Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church — Moscow Patriarchate, the largest of Ukraine's 
three Orthodox Churches, tc discuss unification. 

The UAOC has eight bishops and 1,000 parishes and 
does not recognize the 1992 sobor that unified Patriarch 
Mstyslav's Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox Church 
with Patriarch Filaret's Ukrainian Orthodox Church to 
create the UOC-KP. 

The UAOC formed a committee to pursue dialogue 
with the UOC-MP for the "resurrec t ion of one 
Particular Ukrainian Orthodox Church" in Ukraine, said 
Bishop Mefodiy. Metropol i tan Andriy said 
Metropolitan Volodymyr told the UAOC hierarchs that 
the UOC-MP would form a similar committee during its 
November 22 sobor. 

The Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the U.S.A. and 
the Diaspora, meanwhile, came under the spiritual omo-
forion of the Patriarchate of Constantinople on March 
12. Under the jurisdiction of Constantinople, the UOC 
of the U.S.A. and the Diaspora will be recognized by 
world Orthodoxy and secure the privileges that it 
enjoyed prior to its subjugation to the Moscow 
Patriarchate in the 17th century. 

The decision was ratified at a divine liturgy concele-
brated by Metropolitan Constantine, head of the UOC 
of the U.S.A. and the Diaspora, and Ecumenical 
Patr iarch Bar tholomaios of the Cons tan t inople 
Patriarchate at the Patriarchal Cathedral of St. George 
the Great Martyr in Constantinople (Istanbul, Turkey). 

Catholics in Ukraine and North America 

Greek-Catholics in Ukraine enjoyed a prosperous year 
in 1995. On Aoril \9, Cardinal Myroslav Ivan 
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Lubachivsky, head of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic 
Church, appointed Hieromonk Raphael Turkoniak as visi-
tator for Kyiv and eastern Ukraine's 330,000 Catholics. 

On May 21, close to 1 million Greek-Catholics made 
a pilgrimage to the village of Zarvanytsia, where, 
according to oral history, the Virgin Mary appeared to a 
13th century monk praying that Ukraine be saved from 
Mongol invasions. Cardinal Lubachivsky, together with 
600 clergy, consecrated Ukraine to the protection of the 
Virgin Mary. Cardinal Franjo Kuharic, archbishop of 
Zagreb, and Archbishop Antonio Franco, apostolic nun
cio to Ukraine, attended the consecration at the chapel 
of Our Lady of Zarvanytsia. 

Throughout the year the UGCC has been meeting 
with the Vatican to make plans for a 1996 observance in 
Rome of the 400th anniversary of the Union of Brest 
and the 350th anniversary of the Union of Uzhhorod. 

The Union of Brest (1596) united the Ukrainian-
Belarusian Orthodox Church in the Polish-Lithuanian 
Commonwealth with Rome. The Orthodox clergy rec
ognized the pope as head of the Church, while the 
Vatican agreed to retain the Eastern rite and confirmed 
the autonomy of the Kyiv Metropolitanate. 

The Union of Uzhhorod (1646) jo ined 63 
Transcarpathian Orthodox priests to the Catholic 
Church based on the provisions of the Union of Brest. 

In November, the Holy See Press Office released 
Pope John Paul IFs apostolic letter for the Union of 
Brest anniversary, titled "They knew the truth, and the 
truth set them free." The papal missive is divided into 
eight sections with an introduction, and was published 
in the Italian, English, French and Ukrainian languages. 

In comment ing on the letter, Cardinal Achil le 
Silvestrini, prefect of the Congregation for the Oriental 
Churches, said the pope clearly stated his desire for the 
Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church: that its role "must 
be understood within the framework of the ecumenical 
path that the Catholic Church has made its own." "How 
can an oriental Church in full communion with Rome 
live its own identity and its own role within this new 
ecumenical perspective?" queried the cardinal. "The 
holy father invites the Ukrainian Greek-Cathol ic 
Church to pray and reflect in order to provide an 
answer." 

In December, the pope finally recognized Patriarch 
Josyf Slipyj's 1977 secret consecration of the Revs. 
Lubomyr Husar and Ivan Choma as bishops for 
Ukraine. Fearing that the KGB would arrest and perse
cute bishops of the then underground UGCC, the patri
arch did not inform the Vatican of his appointments at 
that time. In the ensuing 18 years Patriarch Josyf, and 
later his successor Cardinal Lubachivsky, pressed the 
pope for recognition. 

Ukrainian Catholics in Canada fared far worse than their 
brethren in Ukraine. Machinations of the ongoing feud 
between Bishops Borecky and Danylak in the Toronto 

Eparchy were exposed with the leaking of a draft document 
attempting to "resolve existing tensions" written in the 
spring. 

The document, signed by Archbishop-Metropolitan 
Michael Bzdel, Archbishop Emeritus Maxim Hermaniuk, 
Bishop Myron Daciuk of Edmonton, Bishop Basil 
Filevich of Saskatoon, Bishop Danylak and newly 
appointed Bishop Severian Yakymyshyn of New 
Westminster, affirmed that Bishop Danylak "possesses 
full and exclusive jurisdiction" in Toronto and urges "cler
gy and faithful to submit to and obey" his authority. 

Bishop Borecky's name appeared on the document, 
but his signature did not. 

He fired off a sharp retort to the joint declaration in 
June, challenging the authority of the document, given 
that three of the signatories had resigned: Archbishop 
Hermaniuk, and Bishops Filevich and Daciuk. Bishop 
Filevich was replaced by the Rev. Cornelius Ivan 
Pasichny, a Basilian, who was appointed bishop of 
Saskatoon on November 22. 

In a July letter of its own to Canadian hierarchs, the 
10-member eparchial consultors' council of Bishop 
Borecky's curia rejected the document's claim that 
Bishop Danylak has full and exclusive jurisdiction over 
them as "outrageous" and "untenable," asserting that he 
has powers "similar to an auxiliary bishop." 

In August, Metropolitan Bzdel called the eparchial 
consultors' letter to Canada's bishops "uninformed," 
and Bishop Borecky's letter "very, very disheartening," 
given that the hierarch had ostensibly agreed to the joint 
document's contents. 

On June 4, fallout from the Toronto bishops' power 
struggle hit home when the Rev. Bohdan Hladio 
became the first Ukrainian Catholic priest since the 
1950s to convert to Ukrainian Orthodoxy. The 37-year-
old Toronto priest said the conflicts that had emerged 
since the appointment of Bishop Danylak as administra
tor produced "demoralization [that] is reaching right 
down into the congregation." He also cited the UCC's 
drift toward Latinization and lack of leadership from the 
hierarchy as reasons for his defection. 

The Rev. Hladio was assigned to St. Vladimir 's 
Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral in Hamilton in mid-July. 

British Columbia's new hierarch, Bishop Yakymyshyn, 
appointed to the New Westminster Eparchy in March, 
caused a flap with some of his priests when he instituted a 
Ukrainian-language only policy "when necessary." 

About half of New Westminster's clergy are former 
Latin-rite priests. The Rev. Ken Olsen, a former Latin-
rite priest from Portland, Ore., who served as the admin
istrator of the eparchy for two and one-half years before 
Bishop Yakymyshyn was appointed, said few Ukrainian 
Catholics in the West Coast use or understand the 
Ukrainian language. The new bishop, who is a Basilian, 
said his policy would neither abolish nor set limits on 
the use of the English language. 

I Efrem Lukatsky 

October 20: Metropolitan Filaret casts his ballot during the Synod of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church — Kyiv 
Patriarchate. 

U.S. and Ukraine: 
a new partnership 

United States policy toward assisting Ukraine 
took on a one-step forward, two-steps back 
approach in 1995. 

On January 31, the 1996 Diversity Immigrant Visa 
Lottery began accepting applications for an available 
55,000 permanent U.S. resident visas from persons in 
countries that have low rates of immigration to the United 
States, including Ukraine. Those selected became eligible 
for permanent resident visas on October 1. 

The Clinton administrat ion continued to press 
Ukraine to restrict the number of wool coats sold to the 
United States and threatened to impose an import quota. 
Political analysts decried the administration's efforts to 
curtail Ukraine's foray into the world of supply and 
demand, claiming that it made a mockery of the United 
States' advocacy of free-market economics. 

In April a delegation headed by Deputy Secretary of 
State Strobe Talbott traveled to Kyiv to lay the ground
work for President Bill Clinton's May 11 visit to Ukraine. 

In May Defense Secretary William Perry traveled to 
Yavoriv to review "Peace-Shield c95," the first U.S.
Ukrainian joint peacekeeping exercise under the 
Partnership for Peace program. The two-week training 
exercise involved 700 soldiers from Ukraine's 24th 
Motorized Rifle Division and the U.S.'s Third Infantry 
Division. The American and Ukrainian troops swept mine 
fields together, learned to shoot from each other's weapons 
and took part in joint operations at checkpoints. 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers' Transatlantic 
Division in Winchester, Va., launched a joint U.S.
Ukrainian project with the Central Design Institute of 
the Ukrainian Ministry of Defense to build a $17.4 mil
lion apartment complex for decommissioned officers of 
the Ukrainian 43rd Strategic Rocket Forces and their 
families under a Defense Department initiative to assist 
newly independent states (NIS) in converting defense 
industries into civilian ones. 

In December the Clinton administration adopted a posi
tion that would permit Ukraine 22 launches of U.S. satel
lites in 1995-2001. The number of launches was crucial to 
Ukraine's participation in SeaLaunch, an innovative 
approach to commercial space launches involving an 
international consortium of Boeing Commercial Space 
Co. (U.S.), Kvaerner (Norway), NPO Pivdenne (Ukraine) 
and RSE Energia (Russia). The project will launch com
mercial satellites from a platform in the Pacific Ocean off 
the coast of the United States. NPO Pivdenne will provide 
SeaLaunch with the Zenit booster. 

U.S. organizations champion Ukraine 

Throughout 1995, the Ukrainian National 
Association's Washington Office took the U.S. govern
ment to task for the disproportionately low amount of 
U.S. aid given Ukraine. In testimony given by Eugene 
Iwanciw, director of the UNA Washington Office, 
before the Subcommittee on Foreign Operations of the 
House Committee on Appropriations on March 30, Mr. 
Iwanciw pointed out that of the "$4.7 billion of assis
tance already expended by the United States for the 
NIS, only $392.1 million was for Ukraine." 

Citing data provided in the January 1995 State 
Department report "U.S. Assistance and Related Programs 
for the New Independent States of the Former Soviet 
Union," Mr. Iwanciw assessed that Ukraine, whose popula
tion makes up 18.19 percent of the population of NIS coun
tries, received only 8.3 percent of U.S. assistance during fis
cal years 1992-1995. On a per capita basis, Ukraine 
received $7.55, while the NIS average was $16.47. 

According to Mr. Iwanciw, this placed Ukraine 11th 
out of the 12 NIS states in terms of per capita assistance 
by the United States, dispelling the claims that Ukraine 
is the fourth largest recipient of U.S. foreign assistance 
after Israel, Egypt and Russia. 

Further, Mr. Iwanciw pointed out that of the $350 
million promised Ukraine for dismantling its nuclear 
weapons under the Nunn-Lugar Act, only $3.9 million 
had been disbursed. 

During the hearing, Mr. Iwanciw requested that U.S. 
assistance be more equitably distributed among the NIS 
and urged the subcommittee to earmark $300 million of 
assistance for Ukraine in fiscal year 1996. 

In June, the House of Representatives considered two 
bills that made significant cuts in U.S. foreign assistance. 
The first, the American Overseas Interests Act, authorized 
appropriations to the NIS for $643 million, a 25 percent 
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May 26: Ukrainian soldiers during U.S.-Ukrainian military exercises in Yavoriv dubbed "Peace-Shield 95." 

reduction from 1995 levels; cut authorizations for the U.S. 
Information Agency (USIA) and Voice of America 
(VOA); and came close to eliminating funding for Radio 
Free Europe/Radio Liberty (RFE/RL). 

The second, the Foreign Assistance Appropriations 
Bill, which set a budget for fiscal year 1996, refused to 
earmark funding for Ukraine, despite lobbying efforts 
by Ukrainian American organizations. 

The Senate, however, included a $225 million earmark 
for Ukraine in its version of the Foreign Assistance 
Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year 1996 in September. 
Championed by Sen. Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.), chairman 
of the Senate Appropriations Committee Subcommittee 
on Foreign Operations, the $225 million earmark was 
adopted by the Senate and House conference committee 
on October 24 and retained in the final bill despite the 
reduction in over-all assistance to the NIS. 

According to Mr. Iwanciw, who lobbied for the ear
mark, U.S. government assistance to the NIS declined 
by almost 25 percent between fiscal year 1995 and 
1996, but Ukraine's share increased by 50 percent. In 
fiscal year 1996, Ukraine will receive 35 percent of the 
assistance allocated for the NIS. 

The 16-member Central and East European Coalition, 
which includes the UNA and the Ukrainian Congress 
Committee of America, kept busy in 1995 challenging 
the U.S.'s approach toward the emerging democracies in 
Eastern Europe and the former Soviet Union. On February 
17, Linas Kojelis, representing the CEEC, blasted the 
United States Agency for International Development at a 
Helsinki Commission briefing on "U.S. Assistance to 
Central and Eastern Europe and the NIS: An Assessment" 
for wasting "hundreds of millions of dollars" on assis
tance programs that do not fit the specific needs of the 
NIS and Central and Eastern Europe. 

Mr. Kojelis proposed that USAID programs consult and 
use region-specific organizations, which know these coun
tries' cultures, speak their languages and understand their 
needs, in assessing and delivering U.S. assistance, instead 
of employing "government technicians and bean-counters 
and a host of generic international development, fee-for-
service contractors, almost none of whom had the least 
experience in the fight for freedom in CEE/NIS." 

Mr. Kojelis then presented the CEEC's 15-point plan 
to reform the assistance process. 

In August, the CEEC unsuccessfully lobbied Congress 
to list, by name, those NIS countries eligible to join 
NATO. The language in the proposed legislation referred 
specifically to the Visegrad states (Poland, Hungary, the 
Czech Republic and Slovakia) and lumped other coun
tries, including Ukraine, into the "European countries 
emerging from Communist domination" category. 

Sens. Richard Lugar (R-Ind.) and Sam Nunn (D-Ga.) 
opposed naming these countries in the text of the legisla
tion, and instead Ukraine was listed in the legislation's 
definition section, which reads, "The term 'European 

countries emerging from Communist domination ' 
includes, but is not limited to, Albania, Bulgaria, Czech 
Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuanian, Moldova, 
Poland, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia and Ukraine." 

The CEEC supported an amendment introduced by Sen. 
Hank Brown (R-Colo.) to list all the countries eligible for 
NATO in the body of the legislation as well as in the defini
tion section. In a compromise, those countries were not list
ed in the body of the legislation, but a presidential evalua
tion of the wording "Poland, Hungary, the Czech Republic 
and Slovakia as well as all other European countries emerg
ing from Communist domination that have asked for 
NATO membership" was required within 60 days. 

In May, presidents of 46 Central and East European eth
nic organizations, including members of the CEEC, co-
signed a letter to eight members of Congress regarding 
compensation policies of 13 CEE states, including Ukraine. 

The eight members — Sens. Bob Dole (R-Kansas), 
Thomas Daschle (D-S.D.), Jesse Helms (R-N.C.) and 
Claiborne Pell (D-R.I.) and Reps. Newt Gingrich (R-
Ga.), Richard Gephardt (D-Mo.), Benjamin Gilman (R-
N.Y.) and Lee Hamilton (D-Ind.) — had sent a letter to 
Secretary of State Warren Christopher stating that CEE 
governments "have enacted restitution legislation (for 
property seized by Nazis and Communists)... restricting 
the rights of Jewish communities..." 

The 46 co-signers responded that all CEE peoples 
were victimized by totalitarian, that most families in 
these countries have property claims, and that it is 
"hardly reasonable to expect the new democracies to 
right the wrongs of the past five decades in a mere three 

Ukrainian diaspora: 
worldwide events 

Probably the most salient event within the orga
nized Ukrainian community worldwide was the 
31st plenary session of the Secretariat of the 

Ukrainian World Congress, which was convened in 
Toronto on June 2-3. It was a landmark session at which the 
organization once known as the World Congress of Free 
Ukrainians accepted membership applications from 
Ukrainian representations in Russia, the former Yugoslavia, 
Moldova, Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia. The body's 
purview was thus broadened, as by necessity was its agen
da. There was talk at the session also of opening a UWC 
office in Kyiv, and the matter was to be seriously studied. 

A healthy sign for the worldwide body was the fact that 
its five-figure budget deficit had been wiped out due to 
some concerted fund-raising efforts and, thus, UWC 
President Dmytro Cipywnyk could even state hopefully 
that perhaps some of the organization's dormant commit

tees, particularly its Human Rights Commission, could 
now be reactivated. He underlined, "We have a role to play 
internationally as a non-govemmental organization." 

The UWC president gave high marks at the time of the 
plenary session to several of the UWC's subsidiary bodies, 
including the Sports Commission, the World Council of 
Ukrainian Social Services, the World Council of Ukrainian 
Cooperatives and the World Ukrainian Coordinating 
Educational Council, explaining that their work has had a 
far-reaching impact both in the diaspora and in Ukraine. 

Later in the year, the UWC Secretariat's Presidium 
met in Toronto on September 29-30, focusing on finan
cial concerns. Fiscal restraints carried the day, and the 
previously broached proposals to open a Kyiv office 
and to reactivate the Human Rights Commission were 
shelved. The latter decision was particularly difficult 
inasmuch as events in Bosnia, Slovakia and Poland had 
put Ukrainians there at risk. 

Dr. Cipywnyk raised the plight of Ukrainians in 
Bosnia during the Presidium meeting, but explained that 
the UWC cannot act directly to assist refugees. This was 
better left to the national Ukrainian representations 
because they could lobby their respective governments 
to seek action. It was decided that the UWC and its sub
sidiary bodies, most notably the World Council of 
Ukrainian Social Services, would investigate allegations 
of corruption at the Canadian and Australian embassies 
in Belgrade, where immigration officials were said to 
have accepted bribes to process refugees' documents. 

Meanwhile, the WCUSS worked together with the 
Ukrainian Canadian Social Services in order to ensure 
that the Canadian immigration service allows in as 
many Ukrainian refugees from Bosnia as possible. 

The Ukrainian World Congress had a bit of a tiff 
with another worldwide body, the Ukrainian World 
Coordinating Council, established in Kyiv in 1992 dur
ing the first anniversary celebrations of Ukraine's inde
pendence at the World Forum of Ukrainians. The UWC 
is one of the founding member-organizations of the 
Kyiv-based coordinating council. The row was over the 
U W C C s by-laws, as UWC officials said the Kyiv body 
had substituted at least two other sets of by-laws for the 
originally agreed-upon document, apparently making 
amendments at will and then submitting these without 
approval to Ukraine's Ministry of Justice, where the 
organization is legally registered. The UWC voted to 
take a firm stand toward the UWCC: its delegates 
would not participate in the next plenary session unless 
the Ukrainian World Congress received written confir
mation of the original by-laws and a clear agenda. 

The aforementioned plenary session of the Ukrainian 
World Coordinating Council took place in Kyiv on 
December 8-Ю. It was the third plenary session of the 
worldwide body. Attention was focused on the UWCC 
budget and the council's aims and priorities for the coming 
year, especially the World Forum of Ukrainians, which 
will be held in August 1996 to coincide with the fifth 
anniversary of Ukraine's independence. 

The forum also sent a delegation to meet with 
President Leonid Kuchma to appeal for financial and 
moral assistance for this forum, and to seek his commit
ment in providing state support for Ukrainian culture, 
language and publications, as well as a pledge that the 
Ukrainian government would seek to secure the ethnic 
rights of Ukrainians in Russia, comparable to the rights 
of the Russian minority in Ukraine. 

The delegates voted to eliminate the limit on repre
sentation in its governing body (previously the limit had 
been 14 representatives each from Ukraine, the Eastern 
and Western diasporas) and to allow for membership in 
the UWCC for various Ukrainian organizations and 
individual benefactors. 

The UWCC plenary session was attended by 40 dele
gates from Ukraine and the Western and Eastern diaspo
ras, plus over 50 guests. Among the delegates were repre
sentatives of the Ukrainian World Congress, the 
Ukrainian American Coordinating Council, the Ukrainian 
Congress Committee of America and the Coordinating 
Committee to Aid Ukraine; the largest contingent of dele
gates represented the Eastern diaspora. 

In Poland, the biannual Festival of Ukrainian Culture 
this year was moved from Sopot to Peremyshl (Przemysl 
in Polish), close to the Ukrainian border, where the politi
cally charged atmosphere made itself felt. A city of 
70,000 with Poland's largest urban concentration of 
Ukrainians (there are 2,000 in the city proper and another 
6,000 in the province) , Peremyshl is home to the 
Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy that was revived in 1991, a 
Ukrainian school that was recently established and many 
Ukrainian organizations. Thus, it was decided in 1993 at 
the convention of the Association of Ukrainians in Poland 
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to hold the 1995 festival there. 

Opposition to the Ukrainian festival on the part of Polish 
organizations began in the form of letters of protest to the 
Minister of Culture. What followed can only be described 
as a general anti-Ukrainian campaign that reflected the hos
tility of certain segments of Polish society. There were acts 
of vandalism, anti-Ukrainian posters, anti-Ukrainian graffi
ti, assaults, death threats, arson and a smoke bombing. Still, 
the show went on as scheduled on June 29-July 2. Warsaw, 
which is pursuing a policy of good relations with Ukraine, 
apparently gave an order to beef up security. And, the 
deputy minister of culture and art of Poland, Michal 
Jagiello, was there to open the festival along with Mykola 
Yakovyna, Ukraine's acting minister of culture. As one 
observer noted, it seems that the fate of the Ukrainian com
munity in Poland is very much dependent upon whether 
Ukraine becomes a strong country. 

Ukrainian women of the world were particularly 
active during 1995 as it was the year of the United 
Nations' Fourth World Conference on Women held in 
Beijing and the companion NGO Forum on Women, 
held in Huairou, China, in August-September. 

Represented at what was billed as the largest gather
ing of women in history was the World Federation of 
Ukrainian Women's Organizations. Among its five del
egates were representatives also of the Ukrainian 
National Women's League of America, the Ukrainian 
Women's Association of Australia and the Ukrainian 
World Congress. The WFUWO's participation was 
made possible due to its Category II consultative status 
in the Economic and Social Council. 

In Beijing, Ukrainian women from the WFUWO and 
Ukraine held a workshop on the continuing impact of 
the 1986 nuclear disaster at Chornobyl. Their presenta
tion was titled "Environmental Disaster and Its Effects 
on Women and Children." The WFUWO also issued an 
appeal to participants of the Fourth World Conference 
on Women to focus attention on Chornobyl's tragic 
legacy and the importance of nuclear safety. 

In other developments that affect Ukrainians world
wide, one of the Polish government's chief investigators 
of the Katyn Forest massacre, part of the Soviets' 1940 
campaign to decapitate the Polish Army and intelligentsia 
living on formerly Polish territories, was in Toronto on 
October 20. There Stefan Sniezko met with representa
tives of the Ukrainian community, including officials of 
the Ukrainian World Congress, the Ukrainian Canadian 
Research and Documentation Center and the Ukrainian 
World Coordinating Council. He came to solicit help from 
the Polish, Jewish and Ukrainian communities to help 
identify victims listed in documents his unit has compiled. 

Investigators had determined that Ukrainians, Jews, 
Belarusians and other civilians were among the 26,000 
murdered by the Soviets in Katyn. Stefan Sniezko, a 
member of the Polish Parliament who has also been 
serving on the investigation committee, reported that at 
the original site in Katyn Forest there were about 300 
Jews and 600 Ukrainians; some of them were Polish 
Army officers, but most were civilians, including elder
ly women and children. The investigating team also 
uncovered that many of those not shot at Katyn were 
then taken to prisons in Ukraine, including Kharkiv, 
Kyiv and Kherson, and dealt with there. 

Ukrainians in U.S.: 
where are we headed? 

For the Ukrainian community in the United States, 
і995 was a mixed bag, as some organizations 
continued to work along the lines they had always 

worked, while others branched out into new ventures. It 
was also a year in which there was a glimmer of hope for 
unity — the unity lacking since the ill-fated 13th 
Congress of the Ukrainian Congress Committee of 
America in 1980 that split the community into two, no, 
make that three: the UCCA, the Ukrainian American 
Coordinating Council and the so-called non-aligned 
organizations, among them such powerful groups as the 
Ukrainian National Women's League of America. 

As a whole, the Ukrainian American community 
seemed to be more effective in making itself heard in 
Washington, thanks mostly to the efforts of the UNA 
Washington Office (which was shut down at the end of 
September after seven years of work) and the Ukrainian 
National Information Service, the Washington office of 
the Ukrainian Congress Committee of America (which 
has been functioning for 18 years). Some evidence of 

February: Ksenia Kyzyk (standing) and Tania Sawa (right) of the Children of Chornobyl Relief Fund visit 
the leukemia ward at the Lviv Regional Specialized Pediatric Hospital. 

that may be seen in the fact that political leaders of both 
parties made attempts to meet with Ukrainian American 
leaders and that White House invitations seemed to be 
more forthcoming. 

For example, Senate Majority Leader Robert Dole, 
already spoken of as a candidate for the Republican 
nomination for president (though he had not yet 
declared) , met with leaders of the top Ukrainian 
American organizations early in the year, on February 
28. Sen. Dole agreed with the Ukrainian delegation that 
thus far the United States had pursued a Russocentric 
policy toward the newly independent states that had 
arisen on the territory of the former USSR, and he 
promised to support more U.S. assistance specifically 
targeted for Ukraine. Present at the meeting were repre
sentatives of the UACC, UCCA, Ukrainian National 
Association, Ukrainian Fraternal Association, UNWLA 
and the Coordinating Committee to Aid Ukraine. 

Among the meetings and briefings held by Clinton 
administration officials with the Ukrainian American lead
ership was one with President Bill Clinton himself, held 
immediately after a major foreign policy address at a con
ference convened by Freedom House. The conference, 
which was aimed at promoting bipartisan dialogue on for
eign policy, was sponsored by a host of top Washington 
think-tanks. Among the organizations participating were 
the UNA, the UCCA and The Washington Group, an asso
ciation of Ukrainian American professionals. After issuing 
a strong warning against isolationism, President Clinton 
spent about a half hour meeting with ethnic leaders, includ
ing Ukrainians, listening to their concerns. 

Adrian Karatnycky, president of Freedom House, 
said he hoped the conference would pave the way for 
regular foreign policy briefings between the administra
tion and ethnic groups. "We think that there is a patron
izing attitude that if you are a 'hyphenated American' 
you're not fully a part of this. ... Well, we are all real 
Americans, whether Ukrainian American or Kashmir 
American," he underlined. 

Ukraine's new ambassador to the United States, Dr. 
Yuri Shcherbak, held his first meeting with Ukrainian 
American community leaders on February 27, with the 
participation of Ukraine's consuls general from New 
York and Chicago, respectively, Viktor Kryzhanivsky 
and Anatoliy Oliynyk. The participants included the 
UCCA, UACC, UNA, UFA, UNWLA, CCAU, 
Children of Chornobyl Relief Fund, Americans for 
Human Rights in Ukra ine , Commit tee to Assist 
Ukrainian Diplomat ic Miss ions , U.S . -Ukra ine 
Foundation, UNCHAIN (Ukrainian National Center: 
History and Information Network) and the U.S. repre
sentative of the National Olympic Commit tee of 
Ukraine. The meeting's goal: to provide a briefing on 
the current state of U.S.-Ukraine relations and to set the 
stage for continuing cooperation between Ukraine and 
the Ukrainian American community. 

Toward the latter part of the year, on October 6, 
Ambassador Shcherbak again summoned Ukrainian com

munity leaders to the Embassy of Ukraine for a meeting to 
initiate work on 10th anniversary observances of the 
Chornobyl nuclear disaster. As of the end of 1995, the ad 
hoc committee had already listed a number of projects, 
including scholarly conferences, concerts, rallies and other 
consciousness-raising events held in 1996. 

During 1995, one of the two central community orga
nizat ions in the U.S . , the Ukrainian Congress 
Committee of America, received two grants to promote 
reform in Ukraine. 

At the beginning of the year, the UCCA was awarded a 
U.S. government grant to coordinate U.S.-based assistance 
to the Ukrainian government in commercial legal reform. 
The Rule of Law Consortium, a Washington consulting 
group that administers U.S. Agency for International 
Development assistance in the former USSR, awarded a 
$100,000 grant for the Commercial Law Project for 
Ukraine, which has been under way since 1992 under the 
leadership of the UCCA, a U.S. law firm and reform advo
cates in Ukraine. The six-month program was in coopera
tion with the Ukrainian government's Legal Reform Task 
Force, a 16-member blue-ribbon panel of economics and 
legal experts. 

The grant was announced on February 24, and by 
March 1 more than 60 leading commercial lawyers had 
volunteered to assist, working pro bono. The project 
aims to provide Ukrainian officials with a blueprint for 
reform in 12 areas of commercial law, including anti-
monopoly provisions, banking, corporate laws, insur
ance, securities, intellectual property, commercial dis
pute resolution, natural resources, etc. 

Then, on June 7, the UCCA received another grant, 
this one for $50,000 to promote reform in Ukraine in 
partnership with an independent Ukrainian television 
network, UNICA-TV. The Eurasia Foundation grant 
supports a pilot project aimed at educating the public 
about democracy and free-market economic reform via 
a series of television documentaries. 

Later in the year, in September, the UCCA and the 
Ukrainian National Association announced a joint pro
ject: to prepare a program of training for social insur
ance reform in Ukraine, specifically in the field of pri
vate pension development and regulation. 

Though not a community organization per se, it 
should be noted that the U.S.-Ukraine Foundation was 
among other grant recipients. The USUF continued its 
work with local government officials in Ukraine 
through its workshops for local government officials, 
aimed at helping local governments function more 
effectively in conditions of an emerging democracy. 
That two-year project was partially supported in 1995 
by a $200,000 grant from The Pew Charitable Trusts, 
along with grants from the National Endowment for 
Democracy and the Westmins ter Foundat ion for 
Democracy. A companion program, the USUF's rule of 
law project, aims to involve non-governmental citizens' 
groups in public policy formation in Ukraine. 

The Children of Chornobyl Relief Fund (which formally 
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changed its name in December to Children of Chornobyl 
Foundation) sent five airlifts to Ukraine during 1995, 
bringing to more than $36.3 million the value of humani
tarian aid — more than 960 tons of it — shipped since 
1989. This year's airlifts (two in February, and one each 
in April, August and November) were paid for by the 
US AID through a grant in support of the CCFs cancer 
treatment and physicians' training program. Using 
$350,000 in funds from USAID, the CCF succeeded in 
sending $5.5 million worth of aid to Ukraine as well as 
organizing a pediatric oncology seminar at the Kyiv 
Institute of Endocrinology in April to mark the ninth 
anniversary of the Chornobyl disaster. The organization 
also learned in 1995 that it had been awarded a grant of up 
to $263,000 for women's and children's rural health care 
programs in Ukraine, which the Children of Chornobyl 
Foundation will launch in 1996 to mark Chornobyl's 10th 
anniversary. The benefactor is the European division of 
the Monsanto Co., which has made large investments in 
agricultural development in Ukraine. 

Another noteworthy organization, the Coordinating 
Committee to Aid Ukraine, continued its educational 
assistance programs for Ukraine, which include providing 
new textbooks and organizing courses for teachers, and 
securing financial assistance for educational institutions, 
teachers and students. The CCAU held its third general 
meetings in May, electing Wolodymyr Wolowodiuk as 
president and outgoing president Walter Baranetsky as 
chairman of the organization's board of directors. 

The United Ukrainian American Relief Committee, 
which is perhaps best known for the assistance it provided 
to nearly 60,000 post-World War II refugees, this year 
helped Ukraine's needy miners. The organization donated 
more than $18,000 to help victims of last year's explosion 
at a Luhanske coal mine. Thirty miners were killed and 36 
injured in the underground explosion at the 
Slovianoserbska mine on September 1, 1994. Through a 
benefactor who chooses to remain anonymous, the 
UUARC allocated $100 to every miner injured and $500 
to the family of every miner killed. (The first installment 
of the UUARCs donation had been paid in December 
1994, and the second in August of this year.) The 
UUARC today has chapters in five Ukrainian cities; it 
sponsors soup kitchens, supports orphans and invalids, 
and promotes educational endeavors. 

Professionals' organizations continued to make their 
presence felt on the Ukrainian community scene in 1995. 

In January, the recently formed Federat ion of 
Ukrainian American Business and Professional 
Organizations, at the age of 11 months jumped into 
action to coordinate the U.S. tour of Ukraine's former 
president, Leonid Kravchuk, which was sponsored by 
the Foundation for an Independent and Democratic 
Ukraine. The federation scheduled events in New York, 
Washington, Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, Chicago, Detroit, 
Rochester and Buffalo, N.Y., as well as stops at 
Columbia, Yale and Princeton universities. 

Later in the year, the Ukrainian American 
Professionals and Businesspersons Association of New 
York and New Jersey organized a panel discussion 
titled The Current Business Climate in Ukraine" on 
September 24 at Columbia University. Speakers includ
ed representatives from the World Bank, the Western 
NIS Enterprise Fund and the public relations firm 
Burston Marsteller. The event was co-sponsored by the 
Harrirnan Institute at Columbia, which has recently 
begun expanding its Ukrainian studies program. 

The Ukrainian Professionals of Northern California, 
in conjunction with the state 's Ukrainian Medical 
Association, held its second conference during the 
weekend of October 6-7, focusing on the theme "Bay 
Area Meets Ukraine." The organization, which sees the 
need to fill a gap in organized Ukrainian community life 
on the West Coast, is studying ways to best serve the 
interests of the area's Ukrainian Americans. 

That same weekend, The Washington Group held its 
annual Leadership Conference. Its theme, ' T h e 
Ukrainian Community: Defining a New Role," promised 
to review the direction in which the Ukrainian American 
community was heading and to determine whether a 
course adjustment is necessary. Nonetheless, most of the 
time still was spent on looking at Ukraine's place in the 
world today and at how Ukrainian Americans can best 
help that country after four years of independence. So, 
what of the future of the Ukrainian American communi
ty? Perhaps that'll be discussed at some other confer
ence... 

There remains the matter of community unity. In 
September, The Ukrainian Weekly was pleased to note 
in an editorial that it seemed unity was on the horizon 
as the UCCA and UACC were soon to begin formal 

negotiations on uniting into one organization that will 
represent the entire Ukrainian American community. 
Some informal preliminary discussions took place 
between the two parties in August, with both sides 
agreeing to speak further and to address the concrete 
issues of union. The UACC went ahead and named a 
four-member committee to take part in formal negotia
tions with the UCCA. But, it turned out to be not that 
simple. The UCCA protested the appointment of what 
it called a new negotiating team, noting that it now 
appeared the UACC was discarding everything that had 
been discussed in August. And, that is where we stand 
at the end of 1995. 

What will 1996 bring for the Ukrainian American com
munity? Will it be a renewed unity, or continued squab
bling? Will there be a refocusing on our priorities in this 
country, or will we continue to set our sights on Ukraine, 
often to the detriment of our community life here? 

"The Ugly Face": 
CBS on Ukrainians 
If the Ukrainian American diaspora coalesced around 

anything this year it was the airing of a segment of 
the popular CBS program "60 Minutes" called 'The 

Ugly Face of Freedom." It was widely condemned for 
alluding to Ukrainians as "genetically anti-Semitic." 

With the filing of a slew of complaints and appeals 
with the Federal Communications Commission and the 
United States Court of Appeals, the brouhaha that began 
immediately after the broadcast on October 23, 1994 
stayed on the pages of The Weekly for all of 1995. 

In December 1994 Alexander Serafyn filed a petition 
with the FCC to disallow CBS a broadcasting license in the 
Detroit viewing area based on the "60 Minutes" segment. 

It was the second suit brought against CBS; the 
Ukrainian Congress Committee of America had filed a per
sonal attack complaint shortly after the broadcast in 1994. 

Mr. Serafyn, a retired Ford Motor Co. executive from 
Troy, Mich., which is part of the Detroit viewing area, 
alleged in his petition that the TV newsmagazine "dis
torted facts, quoted speakers out of context and unfairly 
translated words from Ukrainian into English, all in an 
effort to support the show's false conclusions." His peti
tion stated that the granting of a license to CBS for 
these reasons would not be in "the public interest, con
venience and necessity and should be denied." CBS had 
purchased a UHF station, WGPR, and was attempting to 
obtain a transfer of license after its VHF affiliate had 
moved to the Fox Broadcasting Network 

Arthur Belendiuk, attorney for Mr. Serafyn and a com
munications expert, who helped spur the effort against 
CBS, said, "You can't just make stuff up out of whole 
cloth, broadcast it and then, when people point that out to 
you, say, well, we don't care; we're going to stand by our 
story... and, by the way, get ready for the rerun season." 

On February 17, Mr. Belendiuk explained that three 
options were available to the FCC in dealing with the 
matter: it could dismiss the petition and grant CBS the 
local broadcast license; it could act on the petition and 
set it for a hearing; or it could grant the petition based 
on the evidence and deny the license. Mr. Belendiuk 
suggested that the FCC would order a hearing. 

An attorney for CBS, Howard Jaeckel, who kept 
tight-lipped about the proceedings during their course, 
did offer comment when contacted in February, under
scoring that CBS was not willing to settle under a stipu
lation that the network agree not to rebroadcast "The 
Ugly Face of Freedom." He added that CBS stood by its 
statement that the segment was a fair and accurate por
trayal of Jewish-Ukrainian relations in Ukraine. 

The official CBS reply to the FCC said in part that 
the petition "presented no extrinsic evidence of a con
scious effort to deceive the public." 

As the battle over the "60 Minutes" piece was drawn, 
response to the airing kept on. Corporate sponsors from 
some of America's largest firms contacted CBS to record 
their concerns with the broadcasting giant. They were: 
General Motors Corp., Merrill Lynch, Allstate Insurance 
Co., United Parcel Service, the Goodyear Tire and Rubber 
Co., Toyota Motor Sales U.S.A. and Wal-Mart Stores. 
AT&T joined that group in June, when it replied to an 
individual who had complained to them for advertising on 
the show by saying thai it would not air advertising if the 
CBS segment was to be re-broadcast, a move repeated by 
IBM in July. 

Several of the corporations had responded to corre
spondence from UCCA President Askold Lozynskyj, 

who expressed to them his view that the segment was 
"blatantly defamatory, attainting] new levels of journal
istic irresponsibility... and maliciously racist." 

Jewish leaders from around the world also expressed 
their dismay at the obvious disregard for the truth shown by 
the presentation. Yaakov Dov Bleich, chief rabbi of Kyiv, 
especially, maintained a public dialogue that life for Jews in 
Ukraine had improved remarkably since Ukraine's state
hood in 1991. In February The Weekly printed a statement 
by the chief rabbi to 115 Jewish American newspapers 
explaining the reality of the situation in Ukraine. Attached 
was a cover letter from the American Jewish Committee's 
Project Ukraine Director David Roth that said, "In short, 
c60 Minutes' took a complex situation and presented it in a 
way that was a disservice to Ukraine's Jews..." 

The Weekly also obtained and carried in its February 19 
issue the unedited transcript of the interview between 
Rabbi Bleich and CBS correspondent Morley Safer. On 
board, too, with condemnation was Rabbi David Lincoln 
of the Park Avenue Synagogue in New York. 

For his effort at attempting to destroy Jewish-Ukrainian 
relations, the board of directors of the Ukrainian American 
Justice Committee conferred on Mr. Safer the Walter 
Duranty Award for Journalistic Dissimulation. Walter 
Duranty was the English-born Moscow correspondent of 
The New York Times who, in 1932 and 1933, denied that a 
famine was occurring in Ukraine. The longtime "60 
Minutes correspondent was a no-show at the award presen
tation on April 9 in Chicago. He did not send regrets. 

The UAJC also published a 40-page indictment of 
the events surrounding the broadcast in a booklet called 
"Scourging of a Nation: CBS and the Defamation of 
Ukraine." 

Other Ukrainian groups, too, kept the heat on CBS. 
In Los Angeles representatives of the Ukrainian com
munity met on December 14, 1994, with KCBS-TV 
Vice-Pres ident and General Manager Wil l iam 
Applegate and Community Affairs Director Joseph 
Dyer. KCBS suggested that a program on the true state 
of affairs of Ukrainian-Jewish relations could be broad
cast on a weekend news and public affairs program 
titled "Bob Navarro's Journal." 

In Jersey City, N.J., the Ukrainian Heritage Defense 
Committee, an affiliation of the Ukrainian National 
Association, generated an ad that appeared on the edito
rial page of the April 3 editions of The New York 
Times and The Washington Post and the April 10 edi
tion of The Post's national weekly. The ad campaign 
was financed by donations. 

The ad seemed to have an immediate effect. Four 
days later, David Harris, executive director of the 
American Jewish Committee, received a letter from Mr. 
Safer in which the reporter wrote that a follow-up story 
that would focus on the efforts the Ukrainian govern
ment has made to combat anti-Semitism may just be a 
good idea. We're still waiting for that report. 

On June 4 another misleading bit of information flow
ing through the media on Ukrainian-Jewish relations was 
stemmed when the United Jewish Appeal-Federation of 
New York agreed to withdraw an ad campaign it had 
sponsored that implied continued anti-Semitism in 
Ukraine, specifically in the city of Kharkiv. Pressure was 
brought to bear on the group by Ukrainian American 
organizations after several ads and radio spots had 
appeared in the New York area. In canceling the ad, UJA-
Fed Executive Vice-President Stephen Solender said, "We 
felt that the advertising had been accurate several years 
ago, but that conditions were changing." 

In Canada, too, there was action. In October the 
Edmonton-based affiliate of the Canadian CTV network 
televised an apology for having carried the defamatory 
CBS piece. Television station CFRN also agreed to help 
Ukrainian Canadians prepare a program to balance out 
the damage done by the CBS segment. Earlier in the 
year the Global Can West network had issued a written 
apology to complainants "for any hurt or prejudice that 
the broadcast caused the Ukrainian community," and 
pledged not to rebroadcast the segment. 

Even though the effort to keep the record straight on 
Jewish life in Ukraine seemed to be making some head
way in the public relations area, little forward move
ment occurred in the area of jurisprudence. 

A February 8 ruling by the FCC rejected the UCCA's 
personal attack complaint on the grounds that it could not 
find a group "as large as І.5 million Ukrainian Americans 
to be an identifiable group" under the FCC's personal 
attack rules. The UCCA, undeterred, shot right back with 
an appeal contending that 1.5 million Ukrainian Americans 
is clearly an identifiable group and that "the ruling denies 
every ethnic group in the U.S. the right to object to heinous 
closures against their ancestry and heritage." 
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A North Smitsfield, R.I. man, Oleg Nikolyszyn, 

jumped in with a petition against CBS, which his attor
ney Bohdanna Pochoday filed with the FCC, to block 
the transfer of a license from its WLNE-TV, its affiliate 
in Providence, to a station it was attempting to purchase 
outright, WPRI-TV. 

The petition mentioned some of the same points 
brought up by Mr. Serafyn, but stressed that CBS, by 
broadcasting "The Ugly Face of Freedom," has shown 
that CBS has not met the special needs of the Ukrainian 
American community. "No station license can be 
assigned unless public convenience and necessity and 
public goodwill are benefited," said Ms. Pochoday. The 
petition also asked that the FCC rule on the Nikolyszyn 
case after a decision was brought regarding the Serafyn 
action, a request that the FCC granted in July. However, 
the decision also approved a conditional transfer of 
license, subject to the decision in the Detroit case. 

Rep. David Bonior, Democratic minority whip, and 
Rep. Sander Levin entered the fray when they called for 
hearings on the CBS mess before the FCC. On June 23, 
Rep. Bonior wrote the FCC chairman requesting that it be 
made part of the record that he feels public hearings should 
be held in both the Serafyn and Nikolyszyn cases. He told 
The Weekly in an exclusive interview, "The story was 
deeply offensive to those of us of Ukrainian ancestry. 
Portraying us as 'genetically anti-Semitic' and 'uneducated 
peasants, deeply superstitious' is untrue." 

Unmoved by pressure brought to bear from a 
Democratic leader upon an FCC that contains a majority 
of Democrats, in early August the commission rejected 
outright the Nikolyszyn and Serafyn petitions. The FCC 
decision said it has long ruled "that it will not attempt to 
judge the accuracy of broadcast news reports to deter
mine whether a reporter should have included additional 
facts." It also said that the two petitioners had to show 
that news distortion to which they alluded must have 
arisen from the actions of CBS in preparing the report 
and not from the contents itself. 

Attorney Belendiuk told The Weekly, "Again [the 
FCC] asked the wrong question. The question is 
whether we provided enough evidence to set the matter 
for hearing and not whether we proved our case." 
Attorneys for both petitioners said they would appeal 
the decisions to the U.S Federal Court of Appeals. 

At the same time the FCC rejected the appeal the UCCA 
had made for reconsideration of its personal attack com
plaint. Here the ruling supported the original decision and 
added that the CBS segment referred to persons residing in 
Ukraine and not to Ukrainian Americans. The UCCA filed 
for reconsideration of the rejection on August 18. 

Ukrainian Americans kept the heat turned up on 
September 1 when the UCCA filed yet another petition 
with the FCC challenging the license of CBS radio sta
tion WARW-FM in Bethesda, Md. The UCCA applied 
to operate a new, non-commercial, educational station, 
which documents stated would meet the needs of "all 
ethnic groups living in its service area." 

A separate issue, but one also involving CBS and its 

now infamous "60 Minutes" segment, arose when the 
Ukrainian-American Community Network sent a letter 
on September 19 to the FCC alleging that CBS, contrary 
to earlier assertions, had not replied to a single one of 
16,000 letters of complaint regarding the 60 "Minutes" 
piece. In February the UACN had filed a petition 
against the CBS affiliate in Washington, WUSA-TV, 
after it was discovered the station was not properly han
dling letters of complaint it had received. 

WUSA admitted that it had not kept the letters in a 
public inspection file, but had sent them to CBS head
quarters in New York, as was usual for all CBS-initiated 
programming. WUSA, in a questionnaire it was 
required to fill out by the FCC, went so far as to ques
tion whether letters had actually been sent to it, as 
UACN coordinator Larissa Fontana had asserted. 

The controversy broadened on July 17 when Ray 
Faiola, director of audience services for CBS in New 
York, responded to requests from WUSA for the letters 
by stating that they all had been sent to long-term stor
age and were unavailable. Mr. Faiola also mailed a copy 
of a letter he alleged had been sent to all who had writ
ten in. After the UACN and UCCA did some investigat
ing and could turn up not a single CBS letter of 
response, CBS changed its stance and maintained that 
only 25 percent of those writing in were sent responses. 

Attorney Belendiuk, who had taken on the UACN 
legal action also, questioned whether a letter such as 
that Mr. Faiola spoke of even existed. "Based on the 
information... the CBS letter is a fraud," he said. 

In an official reply to the letter submitted by Mr. 
Belendiuk on behalf of Mr. Serafyn and the UCCA charg
ing CBS with misrepresentation and fraud, CBS admitted 
to the FCC that human error was responsible for the com
pany's failure to mail responses. Mr. Faiola of CBS audi
ence services put the blame squarely on himself and 
explained that the responses were prepared but never sent. 
CBS maintained that Mr. Faiola simply forgot to mail the 
letters. 

To which Mr. Belendiuk replied in The Weekly: "It is 
our contention that these letters were never sent to long-
term storage; any long-term storage that precludes the 
possibility of retrieval is, for all practical purposes, a 
dumpster." 

The FCC ended up siding with CBS, finding that the 
company has no obligation to respond to viewer's com
plaints, and that in its estimation it was negligence on 
the part of a single employee. 

Positive results began appearing on the legal front in the 
yearlong struggle with CBS in December when the FCC 
finally handed down a decision favorable to Ukrainian 
Americans. On December 5 it notified WUSA that it was 
being fined $2,000 for failing to keep an updated public 
inspection record. Although seemingly merely a slap on 
the wrist, Mr. Belendiuk was satisfied. He said the ruling 
was a determination by the FCC that WUSA was guilty of 
improprieties. "This is clearly a black mark on their record, 
and that stays with them." He did say that he would appeal 
the low amount of the forfeiture. 

Shame on you, CBS! 
One year later and no response... 
FICTION: THE CBS VERSION 

On Oct. 23,1994, CBS broadcast "The Ugly Face of Freedom" segment on 
"60 Minutes," and viewers \n 17.5 million households heard Morley Safer suggest 
that an entire nation is "genetically anti-Semitic," composed of "uneducated peas
ants, deeply superstitious." They heard Safer allege that this nation is on a "binge 
of ethnic nationalism" that is forcing Jews to flee for their lives. To manufacture evi
dence for this hideous slander of the 53-million-strong Ukrainian nation, CBS pro
ducers artfully spliced bits of spurious "proof with mistranslated phrases, misrepre
sented a group of Ukrainian boy scouts to be some type of sinister political forma
tion, showed excerpts from a church ceremony falsely given racist overtones, and 
edited a prominent rabbi's words wholly out of context. 

FACT: THE NEW YORK TIMES ON JEWISH LIFE IN UKRAINE 

In her informative feature on Jan. 6,1995, titled "Out of Ukraine's Torment, A 
Jewish Flowering," The New York Times correspondent Jane Periez writes: "By 
any measure, there has been a lively revival of Judaism since Ukraine declared 
independence from the Soviet Union in 1991." Periez interviewed Rabbi Yaakov D. 
Bleich, chief rabbi of Ukraine — the very same rabbi whose words CBS took out of 
context. Periez and Rabbi Bleich cite numerous indicators attesting to the vigorous 
growth of Jewish life and institutions in Ukraine — a renaissance unparalleled in 
the former Soviet Union. Home to 550,000 Jews, Ukraine now boasts the largest 
Jewish school in Eastern Europe; since independence, the number of synagogues 
has grown from 12 to 50, and the sale of Passover foods has increased fivefold. 
The Times reports that the Ukrainian government "has gone out of its way to 
emphasize reconciliation with Jews." 

FACT: STATEMENTS ABOUT THE JEWISH RENAISSANCE IN UKRAINE 

• Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma, in an address to Jewish-American 
leaders in New York, Nov. 20,1994: "Having put an end to state anti-Semitism, 
having condemned the 'intellectual' anti-Semitism that flourishes in some coun

tries, we are doing everything possible, despite our economic difficulties, to 
ensure the rebirth of the social, religious and cultural life of the Jewish people in 
Ukraine." 

• losef Zisseis, president, Association of Jewish Organizations and 
Communities in Ukraine, in a statement on Nov. 22,1994: "Since independence, 
150 Jewish societies have been established, 70 religious societies, 75 functioning 
Jewish schools, 13 full-time state-supported Jewish schools, and 60 Sunday 
schools. The only center of Jewish education in the entire former Soviet Union is in 
Ukraine, and the only law in Eastern Europe protecting the rights of all minorities." 

• Rabbi Yaakov D. Bleich, chief rabbi of Ukraine, in a letter to CBS Oct. 31, 
1994: The present government of Ukraine... has an excellent record in human 
rights, respecting the rights of national minorities in deeds and actions, and not only 
on paper. It has been noted that Ukraine has the best record on human rights of all 
former Soviet republics" 

• Rabbi David H. Lincoln, Park Avenue Synagogue, New York, in a letter to 
CBS, Oct. 25,1994: "It really is time for us to enjoy the resurgence of Jewish life 
in Ukraine after the horrors of the German occupation and communism, and to 
appreciate the heroic efforts of the Ukrainian people and government to assist 
the Jewish community in all its endeavors." 

CONCLUSION: THE PUBLIC DESERVES THE TRUTH 

Despite detailed evidence of the broadcast's numerous errors and misrep
resentations — as presented to CBS in meticulous detail by scholars and ana
lysts — CBS continues, with prideful arrogance, to stand by its story. Despite 
Rabbi Bleich's face-to-face meeting with CBS officials, at which he repeated his 
earlier written assertion that "my words were quoted out of the context that they 
were said," CBS, with smug abandon, continues to stand by its story. Despite 
the self-evident hate-mongering inherent in implying that a people is "genetically 
anti-Semitic," CBS shamelessly stands by its story. 

Americans of Ukrainian ancestry, Christian and Jewish, point with pride to 
the bloodless Ukrainian revolution by referendum in 1991 that toppled the 
Soviet Union, brought freedom to Ukraine, and brought freedom of religion to 
Ukrainian Christians and Jews alike. Independence has brought dramatic 
improvement in Jewish life in Ukraine — not its deterioration. 

By denying these facts, CBS misled the public. CBS sacrificed the truth for sen
sationalism and thus abdicated its paramount responsibility to broadcasting in the 
public interest. 

October: An updated version of the Ukrainian Heritage Defense Committee's advertisement taking on CBS. 

Canada's Ukrainians: 
confronting challenges 

There was less fanfare for Ukrainian Canadians in 
1995 than the previous year, with Governor 
General Ramon Hnatyshyn stepping down in 

January, and with no visits by the Ukrainian president to 
give people something to wave at. 

And yet it was no less momentous. As the year drew 
to a close, Canada was at a historical crossroads, having 
narrowly escaped dissolution as a nation by barely more 
than 1 percent, as Quebec voters said "No" to sover
eignty for the province in the October 30 referendum. 

In a fit of alcohol-lubricated pique following his loss 
at the polls, separatist leader Jacques Parizeau decried 
"money and ethnics" for having scuppered his dream of 
an independent Quebec. 

Although deeply troubling because of its racist con
notations, this was a defining moment for the supporters 
of multiculturalism as a policy that strengthens the fed
eration's fabric. It bolstered the hand of the Canadian 
Ethnocultural Council, and of the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress, who drafted position papers on the policy 
demanding that ethnic communities be treated as equals 
in Canada with the English and French, and not "draw 
from a diminishing 'multicultural' pot, but draw on the 
resources of the country directly." 

Ukrainian Canadian Congress 

It was also a watershed year for the Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress which, at its 18th triennial conven
tion in Winnipeg held on October 6-9, moved to 
democratize its constitution. The veto power of the Big 
Five organizations (the Ukrainian Catholic 
Brotherhood, the Ukrainian Self-Reliance League, the 
Ukrainian National Federation, the League of 
Ukrainian Canadians and the Ukrainian Canadian 
Professional and Business Federation) was dropped and 
their stranglehold on the UCC's national presidency 
and executive loosened. 

Guided by the convention's slogan, "Evolution or 
Extinction: Challenge for the Future," the UCC struck 
committees to initiate a community and youth outreach 
action plan, an immigration policy directed at facilitat
ing the arrival of Ukrainians from Ukraine and the for
mer Yugoslavia and elsewhere to Canada, and coordina
tion of efforts to maintain Ukrainian heritage and lan
guage instruction throughout the country. 

These deliberations helped highlight the efforts of 
the Toronto-based Canadian Ukrainian Immigrant Aid 
Society, the Ukrainian Canadian Social Services and 
the Manitoba UCC Provincial Council in facilitating 
immigration. "It also brought into sharper focus the 
need to assist Ukrainians seeking to flee from war-torn 
Bosnia. 

, Adrian Boyko, president of the Saskatchewan UCC 
Provincial Council, was given support in drawing up an 
official UCC position paper on multiculturalism, slated for 
presentation to the federal government later in the year. 

Ukrainian Canadians and Ukraine 

1995 saw the emergence of new trends in the Ukrainian 
Canadian community's dealings with Ukraine. Oft-heard 
phrases were "realistic approach" and "end of post-inde
pendence euphoria." 

One aid agency, the International Center for Democracy 
and Development in Ukraine, dissolved itself in March, 
having, to its mind, fulfilled its mandate. Two others, the 
Canadian Association for the Development of Ukraine and 
the Canadian Friends of Rukh, put aside their differences 
at a joint meeting in May, and recombined as the Canadian 
Friends of Ukraine. 

The Ukrainian Canadian Congress shuffled its 
Ottawa staff in April, with former UCC Information 
Bureau Chief Andrij Hluchoweckyj assuming the post 
of program manager for the Canada-Ukraine Partners 
program following the resignation of former Canadian 
trade commissioner Mykola Switucha after six months 
on the job. Lydia Migus, an assistant with CUP became 
the UCC bureau's acting administrator. 

Mr. Hluchowecky now oversees the efforts conduct
ed by four "project facilitators" affiliated with CUP: the 
Canadian Bureau for International Education, the 
Institute of Public Administration of Canada, the 
Agricultural Institute "of Canada and the Canadian 
Society for International Health. 

A notable development, laden with controversy, was 
the UCC's progress in registering the semi-charitable 
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Canada-Ukraine Foundation. Conceived by Shevchenko 
Foundation Chairman Dr. Roman Petryshyn, it was envis
aged as a think-tank, advisory board and investment clear
inghouse for Ukrainians and non-Ukrainians alike. It was 
officially registered with Revenue Canada in August. 

At the UCC's triennial congress in October, a deci
sion to base membership in the CUF on a $10,000 fee, 
a murkily worded mission statement and Foundation 
Steering Committee Chairman Ihor Broda's high-hand
ed style of presentation drew fire from delegates. As of 
this writing, the Ukrainian Canadian Professional and 
Business Federation, one of the UCC's "Big Five" 
organizations and a seemingly natural support-group 
for the foundation, continued to express strong reserva
tions. 

The UCPBF was marked by vigor and groundbreak
ing at its biennial convention in Montreal, held from 
June 30 to July 2, electing the energetic Raya Shadursky 
as the first woman president of a national Ukrainian 
Canadian organization. 

Ukrainian Canadian of the year 

The Ukrainian Canadian of the year was, without 
quest ion, Roy Romanow. Leading the only New 
Democratic government with a solid base of popular 
support in the country, Mr. Romanow was re-elected as 
premier of Saskatchewan in June. 

As attorney general under Premier Allan Blakeney in 
the early 1980s he was part of the legal team that patriated 
Canada's constitution in 1982 and froze out Quebec in the 
process. A staunch federalist, Mr. Romanow was singled 
out as a bete-noire by separatist leader Lucien Bouchard 
in public debates on Quebec sovereignty prior to and after 
the referendum in October. 

Mr. Romanow led a high-profile economic, cultural 
and educational mission to Ukraine in early October, sign
ing a Saskatchewan-Ukraine Cooperation Agreement with 
President Leonid Kuchma at the Mariyinsky Palace, 
receiving an honorary doctorate from Chernivtsi 
University, setting up a coordinating council dealing with 
oil exploration in Ukraine, and signing nine letters of 
intent for projects in cultural industries. 

Of course, he couldn't have done it all himself. The 
latter init iative had been developed by the UCC 
Saskatchewan Provincial Council 's Saskatchewan-
Ukraine Advisory Committee, chaired by Dr. Peter 
Woroby of Regina. Mr. Romanow announced his gov
ernment's approval of a plan of action at the UCC-
SPC's triennial general meeting in May. 

This meeting was also attended by the Canada-
Ukraine Chamber of Commerce's founding president, 
Bohdan Onyschuk, who delivered a characteristically 
positive assessment of Ukraine on the road to reform 
under President Leonid Kuchma, enjoining those seek
ing business opportunities to "Go East, young man, go 
East!" 

In the fall, Mr. Onyschuk made way for Gerald 
Fedchun, who became the CUCC's new president. 

From prosecution to deportation: war crimes 

The issue of war crimes committed during World 
War II emerged again, as Federal Justice Minister Allan 
Rock opted for citizenship revocation and deportation 
proceedings against suspects. The decision, announced 
on January 3 1 , was assailed by the UCC and the 
Ukrainian Canadian Civil Liberties Association as an 
abandonment of the "made~in-Canada solution" of try
ing accused individuals in a Canadian criminal court. 

This approach had been adopted by the previous, 
Progressive Conservative government in 1987, but a 
number of prosecutions since had ended in acquittals at 
the Supreme Court level. This prompted the new cabi
net to adopt a different strategy rather than amend exist
ing legislation. 

Walt Lastewka, a member of Parliament from St. 
Catharines, made headlines across the country when he 
broke ranks with his ruling Liberal Party over the issue 
in May. 

However, in a move that evoked criticism from the 
UCCLA, Mr. Lastewka also came out publicly in 
defense of an ailing constituent, Johann Dueck, who 
was slated for denaturalization hearings over accusa
tions he had participated in atrocities in eastern Ukraine. 
"Whether the person is dying or not ," UCCLA 
Chairman John B. Gregorovich thundered, "if he com
mitted crimes, he should be tried for them," adding that 
"We have a law in Canada, prosecute the man in 
Canada." 

Canadian governmental matters 

On August 23, the Canadian government named 

Christopher Westdal, a career diplomat and former 
ambassador to South Africa, as its latest representative 
in Kyiv, succeeding Francois Mathys. 

In preparation for his assignment, Mr. Westdal 
underwent intensive Ukrainian-language training in 
Ottawa, and traveled the length and breadth of the coun
try, meeting with Ukrainian community leaders to hear 
their concerns and benefit from their experience. 

Mr. Westdal attended the UCC's triennial congress, 
held in his home town of Winnipeg, was keynote speak
er at a special luncheon organized by the Canada-
Ukraine Chamber of Commerce in Toronto and made 
stops in Regina, Edmonton and Montreal. Originally 
slated to arrive in Kyiv in early December, the new 
ambassador told The Weekly he would present his cre
dentials to the Ukrainian government early in the new 
year. 

Canada's chairmanship of the G-7 industrialized 
na t ions ' nuclear safety commit tee bore fruit as 
Ukrainian environment minister Yuriy Kostenko came 
to Ottawa on December 20 to sign an agreement provid
ing for $498 million in grants and $1.8 billion in loans 
to finance the closure of the disabled and dangerous 
Chornobyl power station by the year 2000. 

Al though hams t rung by cu ts , the Canadian 
Industrial Development Agency continued its program 
of bilateral technical cooperation, support for democ
ratic development and good governance, social protec
tion and private sector development, in cooperation 
with various international agencies and the UCC's 
CUP program. 

Governor General Ramon Hnatyshyn and his coat of 
arms (below). 

The redress issue: 
still no resolution 

Despite sending out a Ukrainian Christmas card 
that carried the festive wish, "May this be the 
year!," the Ukrainian Canadian Civil Liberties 

Association (UCCLA) failed in its attempt to secure 
redress from the Canadian government over the World 
War I internment of Ukrainian Canadians. 

Secretary of State for Mult icul tural ism Sheila 
Finestone, who turned down the Ukrainian Canadian 
redress request in December 1994, became naughty, not 
nice, for many Ukrainian Canadians in 1995. 

Still, the community continued to keep the historical 
episode alive. 

In January, the UCCLA announced a fund-raising 
campaign to erect historical markers at some of the 24 
internment camp sites across Canada. A booklet detail
ing Canada's discriminatory wartime practices against 
almost 6,000 Ukrainian Canadians was later distributed. 

But in February, the Ukrainian Canadian redress 
putsch suffered a blow when the chairman of the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC) Redress 
Committee, Ihor Bardyn, resigned from his position -
citing his own and his wife's health problems. Mir. 
Bardyn had served as chair for five years and had been 
pushing Ottawa for financial compensation on behalf of 
the UCC. 

A month later, on February 24, a New Democratic 
Party (NDP) member of Parliament, Svend Robinson, 
tabled a motion in the House of Commons calling on 
the Canadian government to "acknowledge the unwar
ranted and unjust wrongs committed" against several 
ethnic communities, including Ukrainians. 

Two days earl ier , Mr. Rob inson ' s co l league , 
Saskatchewan MP John Solomon, also tabled a private 
members ' motion calling on Prime Minister Jean 
Chre t ien ' s government to "formally apologize to 
Canadians of Ukrainian heritage for violating their civil 
liberties in their unjust internment and designation as 
'enemy aliens. '" 

Between 1914 and 1920, 80,000 Ukrainian 
Canadians were stripped of their right to vote and had to 
register with the federal government as "enemy aliens." 

The NDP motions went nowhere. 
On February 25, the Canadian Broadcast ing 

Corporation's (CBC) cable television news channel final
ly acceded to air Montreal filmmaker Yurij Luhovy's doc
umentary on Ukrainian Canadian internment titled 
"Freedom Had a Price." 

Spring 1995 saw the screening of Mr. Luhovy's pro
gram at the 15th Global Visions Film Festival in 
Edmonton and the awarding of a Bronze Apple Award 
to "Freedom Had a Pr ice" at the 1995 National 
Educational Media Network Competition in the catego
ry of "Victims of Wars." 

Meantime, UCC President Oleh Romaniw pledged to 
seek "restitution" in early summer from the Canadian 
government for money seized from internees totaling up 
to $15 million (about $11 million U.S.) in 1995 dollars. 
As chairperson of the UCC Redress Committee, Mr. 
Romaniw said the congress planned to establish a fund 
that would assist educational and public awareness cam
paigns on various issues. 

Ms. Finestone later told The Weekly her government 
had resolved the redress issue and planned to proceed 
with establishing a Canadian Race Relations Foundation 
in Toronto. 

But the UCC was not alone in having its share of 
redress-related headaches. On April 8, the UCCLA 
announced plans to erect three historical panels , 
designed by the Department of Canadian Heritage's 
Parks Canada sector, at the Cave and Basin Internment 
Camp site in Banff National Park in Alberta. This 
would be coupled with a statue designed by an Ontario 
artist. 

But, almost at the same time, Ottawa announced 
plans to construct a theater, restaurant and souvenir 
shop at the site. UCCLA spokesperson Dr. Lubomyr 
Luciuk was outraged, telling Parks Canada officials that 
"selling cupcakes and Coca-Cola on the site of a 
Canadian concentration camp is utterly unacceptable." 

Six hundred male internees, mostly of Ukrainian 
descent, worked at Cave and Basin's rock quarries dur
ing the winters from 1915 to 1917. 

In late July, the UCCLA faced another obstacle when 
Parks Canada considered delaying the August 12 unveil
ing of the panels at Cave and Basin over a problem of 
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wording. The UCCLA faced a similar roadblock with 
another memorial planned for the Castle Mountain site at 
the same park - where Ukrainian Canadian internees 
spent summers working in a hard labor camp. 

In both cases, government officials expressed con
cern over the use of the words "Ukrainian Canadians" 
and "unjust." With the former, Ottawa seemed to prefer 
using "immigrants"; with the latter, a Parks Canada 
official told The Weekly that Canada's internment oper
ations "would have met all the requirements" to justify 
the forced incarceration of thousands of Ukrainians. 

Despite expressing outrage over the federal decision, 
the UCCLA amended the wording on the trilingual 
(Ukrainian, English and French) markers at Castle 
Mountain to recall "thousands of immigrants from the 
Austro-Hungarian Empire, the majority of Ukrainian 
origin, [who] were interned as 'enemy aliens' in camps 
from 1914 to 1920." 

A statue designed by Ontario artist John Boxtel, 
accompanied the Castle Mountain memorial. 

Both events eventually went ahead as scheduled. 
In September, an exhibit called "The Barbed Wire 

Solution - Ukrainian Canadians and Canada's First 
Internment Operations" was launched at Metro Hall in 
downtown Toronto . It was commiss ioned by the 
Toronto-based Ukrainian Canadian Research and 
Documentation Center and funded by the Ontario 
Ministry of Citizenship, Culture and Recreation. 

Meantime, in October, the UCCLA dedicated its 
fourth memorial to Ukrainian Canadian internees in the 
northern Ontario mining town of Kapuskasing. In addi
tion to the two at Banff, the association also has a his
torical marker at Fort Henry, near Kingston, Ontario. 

The Kapuskasing site operated from 1914 to 1920. A 
year later, the present community was incorporated into 
a town - which now has a population of 10,000. 

The UCCLA also revealed its intentions to erect two 
more memorials in Vernon, British Columbia, and at 
Spirit Lake, Quebec - the latter being the camp site 
where two of the only known survivors, Mary Manko 
Haskette and Stephania Mielniczuk Pawliw - were held. 

October 14: Dr. Lubomyr L u d u k of the Ukrainian 
Canadian Civil Liberties Association in front of the 
internment memorial erected at the Kapuskasing site. 

The cultural season: 
diversity is the rule 

The 1995 cultural season was marked by general 
diversity, with no one area claiming prominence. 
Among the highlights of the season in the U.S. 

and Canada were the following: 

ART 

• This year marked the 10th anniversary of the pass
ing of Jacques Hnizdovsky (1915-1985), a man whose 
creative endeavors were unique in their expression and 
universal in their appeal. Among the commemorative 
exhibitions held throughout the year were the following: 
Ukrainian Institute of America, New York; Ukrainian 
Institute of Modern Art, Chicago; Mount Olive College, 
North Carolina; Mayana Gallery, New York; The 
Ukrainian Museum, New York; and The Slavic 
Department at The New York Public Library. The 
United States Information Agency in Kyiv sponsored a 
traveling exhibit of graphic works, which opened in 
November and will tour Ukraine for one year. 

• Another leading artist of the Lviv inter-war genera
tion, Mychajlo Moroz (1904-1992 ), was fittingly com
memorated with the appearance of a monograph chroni
cling his extensive oeuvre. The bilingual work, a publica
tion of the Art Museum of La Salle University in 
Philadelphia, was presented at an evening at the 
Ukrainian Institute of America in New York on May 19. 

• A retrospective exhibit honoring the late Sviatoslav 
Hordynsky, yet another leading member of the same 
generation, was held at the Ukrainian Institute of 
America in New York , November 11-19. 

• A small step was taken to rectify the commonly 
held perception of Alexander Archipenko as Russian 
when the Hirshhorn Museum corrected the nameplates 
identifying the artist as Ukrainian-born. The sculptures, 
which are instal led at the museum, date from 
Archipenko's early Paris period. 

• "Treasures of a Forgotten Country," an exhibit fea
turing the works of 22 Ukrainian contemporary artists 
from Kyiv was on view at the Frieda and Roy Furman 
Gallery, Walter Reade Theater at Lincoln Center, April 
7-May 4. The exhibi t was curated by Sergei 
Zholobetsky of Ukrainian Fine Art whose avowed mis
sion is to promote the artistic talent of Ukraine. The art 
exhibit was held as part of the festival of Soviet cinema 
of the glasnost era. Among Ukraine's entries were films 
by director Kira Muratova and A. Zagdansky. 

• In keeping with The Ukrainian Museum's focus on 
Ukraine's ethnographic heritage, the following exhibits 
were held in New York: "Pysanky, Ukrainian Easter 
Eggs and Ritual Breads" and "Traditional Ukrainian 
Costumes, Headdresses and Adornments" which were 
on view March 25 -December 31 , and "Changeless 
Carpathians: Living Traditions of the Hutsul People," 
October 21-November 30. 

• The book jacket of "Sixty Score of Easter Eggs" by 
Zenon Elyjiw of Rochester, N.Y., received first prize in 
the Printing Week 95 competition for printing excellence. 

FILM 

• The film "Assassination," directed by Oles Yanchuk 
("Famine-33"), premiered in Kyiv at the Budynok Kino on 
November 11 and was attended by prominent Ukrainian 
politicians and intellectuals. The film portrays the post-
World War II struggle of the Ukrainian Insurgent Army 
and the events leading up to the assassination of Ukrainian 
nationalist leader Stepan Bandera, countering the custom
ary Soviet representation of the Ukrainian liberation move
ment as consisting of collaboration and banditry. 

• "Memories from Mittenwald, 1946-1949," pro
duced by Dr. Ostap Wynnyckyj of Etobicoke, Ontario, 
provided a visual record of life in one of the four major 
Ukrainian DP (displaced persons) camps in American-
occupied Bavaria at the end of World War II. The video 
documents the refugee experience, focusing on the 
establishment of socio-cultural structures which have 
come to be generally recognized as incubators for the 
formation of Ukrainian diaspora communities. 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

• Photos from Ukraine were part of an international 
women's rights exhibit shown in September at the the 
United Nation's Fourth World Conference on Women 
in Beijing and the NGO Forum in Huairou, China, and 
at Ot tawa ' s Canadian Museum of Contemporary 
Photography. The photos, by Iva Zimova, focused on 

the economic hardship and the struggle for survival 
faced by women in Ukraine. 

THEATER 

• The year marked the 100th anniversary of the birth 
of leading Ukrainian stage actor and director Yosyp 
Hirniak( 1895-1989). 

• The Yara Arts Group continued to be in the fore
front of theatrical activity. This year Yara staged 
"Waterfall/Reflections," which premiered in Kyiv's 
Dakh Center on January 8 and in New York at La 
MaMa Experimental Theater Company on January 27. 
It was also performed at the Molodizhnyi Teater in 
Kyiv as part of the fourth Art Berezillia festival held 
March 27-April 27. The work was created by founding 
director Virlana Tkacz in collaboration with group 
members and Nina Matvienko, Ukraine's leading folk 
singer. 

• "Spinning Spells/Changing Landscapes," was 
another Yara Arts Group's event, held in New York at 
the Ukrainian Institute of America on March 18. The 
evening featured poetry readings and an exhibit of pho
tography by Petro Hrytsyk, Margaret Morton, Thaya 
Salamacha and David Trattles. 

• Bohdan Stupka, leading stage and film actor of 
Ukraine, principal of the Ivan Franko Dramatic Theater 
in Kyiv and actress Svit lana Vatamaniuk of the 
Molodizhnyj Teater, appeared in the U.S. performance 
of "Dear Liar," a play based on the work and correspon
dence of George Bernard Shaw, as adapted and directed 
by Valentyn Kozmenko Delinde. The play opened at the 
UNA estate Soyuzivka in August and went on tour of 
major Ukrainian communities through October 19. 

MUSIC 

• This year marked the 100th anniversary of the birth 
of Borys Liatoshynsky (1895-1968), composer, conduc
tor, professor and founder of an entire school in modern 
Ukrainian classical music. 

• Theodor Kuchar, 34-year-old American conductor 
of Ukrainian descent, was appointed to the post of artis
tic and general director of the Ukrainian National 
Symphony Orchestra in Kyiv on February 15. In his 
capacity as artistic director of the Australian Festival of 
Chamber Music, Mr. Kuchar became the first winner of 
the KLM Royal Dutch Airlines "Bridging the World" 
contest. The award-winning project was implemented in 
Ukraine in June whereupon eminent Western musicians 
visited Kyiv to present a condensed version of the annu
al festival and to conduct masterclasses at the conserva
tory. 

• The Odessa Philharmonic Orchestra, under the 
direction of Hobart Earle (an American who in 1994 
became the first foreigner to be named a "Distinguished 
Artist of Ukraine"), performed to critical acclaim at the 
Festival of Perth in Australia in February. In December 
the orchestra released a compact disc — "Music of 
Ukraine" on the British record label ASV. The first in a 
series of recordings showcasing orchestral music of liv
ing Ukrainian composers, the CD features music by 
Mykola Kolessa and Myroslav Skoryk. 

• Singers from Ukraine appeared in principal roles in 
New York opera productions. Vladimir Grishko, the 
leading tenor of the Taras Shevchenko Ukrainian 
National Opera, appeared with the New York City 
Opera in Puccini's "La Rondine" and in Donizetti's 
"Lucia di Lammermoor" as well as with the 
Metropolitan Opera in Verdi's "La Traviata" and in 
Pucc in i ' s "La Boheme." Leading soprano Maria 
Guleghina appeared in the role of Lisa in Tchaikovsky's 
"The Queen of Spades," at the Metropolitan Opera on 
December 27 and 30. 

• The Byzantine Choir of Utrecht, Holland, known 
for its repertoire of Eastern Rite Old Church Slavonic 
and Ukrainian sacred music, launched its 45th anniver
sary season with a tour of eastern Canada in October. 
The ensemble is under the direction of Grigori S. 
Sarolea. 

• On the Ukrainian pop music scene, Darka and 
Slavko, the New York-based vocal duo, released their 
new CD recording "Bel ieve" early this summer. 
Fourteen musicians, "most of them professional session 
players from London, and a gospel choir contributed to 
the project. The duo made its first major New York 
apearance at Town Hall on July 5 at the concert of the 
Tryzub Ukrainian Dance Company. 

DANCE 

• Edmon ton ' s 50-member Ukrainian Shumka 
Dancers, under the direction of John Pichlyk, undertook 
a Canadian tour in February-April, presenting their first 
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new show in three years — "Absolutely Shumka," with 
the sponsorship of Royal Bank. 

• Ukra ine ' s National Ballet (a.k.a. the Taras 
Shevchenko Opera and Ballet Theater of Ukraine) 
appeared at the famed Spoleto Festival U.S.A. held at 
the end of May in Charleston, S.C., where it gave per
formances of "Swan Lake" and the premier of "Lisova 
Pisnia." Under the direction of Anatoliy Mokrenko and 
Anatoliy Chikeero, ballet master, the troupe has per
formed extensively throughout Europe, and has per
formed at the Strasbourg Festival for the second year. 
At the end of May it gave performances in Japan, 
China, and Singapore. The troupe also presented the 
opera, "Anna Yaros lavna" with music by Anton 
Rudnytsky and libretto by Leonid Poltava, in Ukraine 
and subsequently in France this fall. In November two 
other Ukrainian ballets were premiered: "Frescoes of 
Kyiv's Sofia" and "Volodymyr the Christianizes" with 
musical score by Valerij Kikta. 

ARCHITECTURE 

• Ukrainian churches designed by Radoslav Zuk and 
Ukrainian architecture of the Canadian prairies were the 
two Ukrainian contributions highlighted in Harold 
Kalman's "A History of Canadian Architecture." Prof. 
Zuk ' s designs of Ukrainian churches, which have 
earned him international recognition, were most recent
ly exhibited in Italy at the University of Florence 
School of Architecture , May 16-20. 

• The Ukrainian Museum in New York City selected 
George Sawicki , par tner in the New York firm 
Greenfield, Sawicki, Tarella, Architects, P.C., as the 
architect to develop the project of renovating and con
verting an existing museum-owned commercial build
ing into a museum facility. 

• St. Onufrius Ukrainian Catholic Church in Smokey 
Lake, Alberta, which was built in 1915, with the capaci
ty to hold 20 people in its two pews, and was closed in 
1965, was instal led at the Canadian Museum of 
Civilization in Hull, Quebec on June 12, as a prototype 
of the early Ukrainian churches built in the Canadian 
Prairies. 

LITERATURE 

• The 1995 Pavlo Tychyna Literary Prize was award
ed to Toronto writer Lydia Palij, for her book of poems 
"Son-Kraina" (Dream-Realm), and to Ukrainian poet 
Oleksa Riznychenko. 

• This year 's laureates of the Shevchenko Prize, 
Ukraine's highest award,were: composer Valentyn 
Sylvestrov, writer Yevhen Sverstiuk, artist Opanas 
Zalyvakha, writer Roman Fedoriv, illustrator/artist 
Leonid Andrievsky, and operatic bass Mykola Shopsha. 
The award was posthumously conferred on dissident 
writer and poet Vasyl Symonenko, painter Valentyn 
Zadorozzhny, art historian Vira Svientsitska, writer/edi
tor Vasyl Otkovych and dissident writer/translator 
Hryhoriy Kochur. Ukrainian Canadian artist Mykola 
Bidniak was cited for his series of portraits of Ukrainian 
historical figures and icons. 

• This year marked the 10th anniversary of the death 
of the dissident poet Vasyl Stus (1938-1985). A project 
has been initiated by the poet's son, Dmytro, to orga
nize his father's archive and to publish his writings 
under the auspices of the Institute of Literature in Kyiv. 
The first volume, containing Stus' early poems, was 
published in 1994. A total of seven volumes in 10 books 
has been planned, which accounts for 70 percent of 
Stus' writings. 

* * * 
The Weekly ' s coverage of cultural activity in 

Ukraine focused primarily on various festivals in the 
field of theater, music, film and culture. 

• Kyiv's fourth annual experimental theater festival 
— Art Berezillia — took place March 27-April 27, 
attracting drama troupes from Belgium, England, 
Germany, Italy, Lithuania, Poland, Russia, Switzerland, 
Japan, and the U.S., as well as most major Ukrainian 
cities. The festival brought together some 1,500 theater 
professionals who performed before approximately 
18,000 audience members at 16 performance venues 
and three outdoor events. The event was initiated and 
organized by Sergei Proskurnia, director of Kyiv's 
Budmo theater. 

• New sounds in contemporary Ukrainian music — in 
the categories of pop/rock, folk/bard, rap and dance — 
were heard at the Chervona Ruta festival, held May 12 -
June 4 in the Crimea, in the main squares of Sevastopil 
and Symferopil and on Black Sea Fleet ships. The festi
val set new records, bringing together 250,000 music 
fans to hear 352 Ukrainian-language songs, performed 

by 310 musicians from every one of Ukraine 's 25 
regions, and providing 105 hours of music. As in past 
years, Russian-speaking cities were chosen as festival 
sites to make youth aware of Ukrainian culture. 

• The first Ukrainian cinema actors ' festival — 
Stozhary —was held in Kyiv on August 22-28. Some 20 
films made since 1993 were screened and evaluated by 
a jury made up of Latvian, Ukrainian and Russian 
screen and theater personalities. Best actress award 
went to Inna Kapinos for her role in the film "Vyshnevi 
Nochi"; the grand prize for best actor was awarded to 
two actors: Heorhiy Drozd for his role in "Vinchannia 
zi Smertiu" and Oleksander Peskov for his role in 
"American Boy." 

* * * 
The state of the arts and Ukrainian culture in general 

were issues addressed by a one-day Congress of the 
Ukrainian Intelligentsia, chaired by writer Ivan Drach. 
The congress assembled over 2,000 delegates and 
guests on November 11 in Kyiv, establishing a forum to 
discuss the status of the Ukrainian language, the state of 
Ukrainian culture, as well as the continued controlling 
effect of both the Russian language and culture. 
Congress delegates criticized the Ukrainian government 
for failing to adequately address these issues. 

• Ukraine was represented at the conference "The 
Spoils of War," held at the Bard Graduate Center for 
Studies in the Decorative Arts in New York on January 
19-21. The conference focused on the problems of iden
tifying over-all losses of cultural treasures incurred dur
ing the second world war and the return of expropriated 
cultural property to the states of original ownership. 
Oleksander Fedoruk, cha i rman of the Nat ional 
Commission for the Return of Cultural Treasures to 
Ukraine, presented a partial list of cultural artifacts lost 
or stolen during the war, thus underscoring the immense 
losses to museums, archives and libraries in Ukraine. 

Scholarship: keeping 
up the momentum 

Rather than continuing to grow explosively as it 
had in the previous two years, in 1995 Ukrainian 
scholarship simply maintained momentum. 

Ukrainian academia in the diaspora persisted with long-
term projects and kept channels for exchanges with 
Ukraine open. 

Ukraine 

The University of Kyiv Mohyla Academy took the 
next step in consolidating its position at the head of 
Ukraine's academic institutions by graduating its first 
class of six bachelors on June 30. The Weekly reported 
that in September, 900 students began the 1995-1996 
school year at the UKMA, enrolled in the faculties of 
the humanities, social sciences and natural sciences, as 
well as in a department of computer technologies. There 
is also a new Master's program in social work. 

Ukraine's foreign minister, Hennadiy Udovenko, attend
ed the opening sessions of the academic year and praised 
UKMA President Viacheslav Briukhovetsky for his efforts. 

August 26 marked the re-opening of the Ostrih 
Higher Collegium, a 16th century academic bastion of 
Ukrainian Orthodoxy, 359 years after it was driven to 
close by a rival Jesuit College. The former "Volhynian 
Athens" was established in 1576 by Prince Konstantyn 
Ostrozky. It will now be headed by Rector Ihor 
Pasichnyk, and operated under the guidance and super
vision of the UKMA. 

In March, a visiting scholar from the embattled 
Ukrainian Academy of Sciences in Kyiv, Dr. Anatoliy 
Zahorodny , di rector of the U A S ' s Inst i tute for 
Theoretical Physics, arrived as the first lecturer to come 
to Canada under the Royal Society of Canada's cooper
ation agreement. During a two-week tour of academic 
and research es tabl ishments , including Canada ' s 
National Research Council in Ottawa, and the universi
ties of Toronto , McGil l (Mont rea l ) , Mani toba , 
Saskatchewan, Alberta and British Columbia, Dr. 
Zahorodny presented lectures on his specialty (plasma 
physics) and offered his views on the administration of 
education in Ukraine. 

Columbia leads in the U.S. 

Columbia University's Harriman Institute led off the 
year by showing off its growing academic and political 
pull . On January 17, it hosted Ukra ine ' s former 
President Leonid Kravchuk's first appearance on the 

U.S. lecture circuit, at which he was introduced by the 
university's president, Dr. George Rupp. 

The lecture, held at the Low Library, was in part a 
fund-raiser organized by the Ukrainian American 
Professionals' and Businesspersons' Association of 
New York and New Jersey. Following Mr. Kravchuk's 
address, some of the larger donations were publicized, 
in particular that of Canada's Petro Jacyk. 

Later in the year, Institute Director Prof. Mark von 
Hagen announced that the graduate program in 
Ukrainian studies at the university has been named the 
Petro Jacyk Program, in appreciation of the philan
thropist's decision to endow it with a grant of $500,000 
over five years. 

The Institute rested neither on its laurels, nor on its 
endowment, building on its brief but enviable record of 
creativity in the courses, conferences and lectures 
offered. 

Among the officials and scholars attracted to speak at 
the institute were Prof. Jack Matlock, former U.S. 
ambassador to the (also former) Soviet Union; Dr. 
Yohannan Petrovsky of Kyiv's International Solomon 
University and the Ukrainian Academy of Sciences; 
Andriy Rybalka of the Kharkiv-based Ukrainian Center 
of Human Rights; and Dr. Dominique Arel, a visiting 
scholar from Montreal's McGill University. 

Prof. Yuriy Tarnawsky taught an innovative course 
on 20th century Ukrainian culture, with guest lectures 
by Ukrainian avant-garde composer Leonid Hrabovsky, 
artist and art historian Arcadia Olenska-Petryshyn, 
videos, and attendance at theater and pop music perfor
mances. 

Also on the strength of Canadian generosity, specifi
cally the Canadian Foundation for Ukrainian Studies' 
Neporany Research and Lecture Fellowship, Harvard 
alumnus Dr. Leonid Heretz came to Columbia to con
duct a course in Ukrainian history. Dr. Heretz was 
asked to return for the 1995-1996 academic year. 

The Harriman Institute hosted the fifth annual 
Symposium on Soviet and Post-Soviet Cultural Studies 
in April, the fourth international workshop on "The 
Russian-Ukrainian Encounter" in September, with a 
conference session rounding out the program in 
November. The latter two will most likely be seen as 
the beginnings of a historic re-orientation in Russian 
thinking vis-a-vis Ukraine, as a diplomat from the 
Russian Federation and Russian historians participated 
in discussions of the newly independent state's histori
cal traditions and claims on distinctiveness. 

Another feather was placed in the Harr iman 
Ins t i tu te ' s cap when its associate director, Prof. 
Alexander Motyl, was awarded the Philadelphia-based 
American Association for Ukrainian Studies' first ever 
prize for best book. Prof. Motyl won for "Dilemmas of 
Independence: Ukraine after Totalitarianism." The 
A A U S ' s best article prize went to Dr. Marianna 
Rubchak of Valparaiso University for "Dancing with 
the Bones: A Comparative Study of Two Ukrainian 
Exile Societies." 

Harvard 

Little news of the efforts of Harvard's Ukrainian 
Research Institute reached The Weekly's pages, but 
work at the U.S.'s leading academic institution contin
ued unabated. This year marked the 25th anniversary of 
its Summer Institute, with courses held from June 26 to 
August 18. George Grabowicz, Dmytro Cyzevsky 
Professor of Ukrainian Literature, and Roman Szporluk, 
Mykhailo Hrushevsky Professor of Ukrainian History, 
participated. 

The sixth and latest volume of the HURI-sponsored 
Harvard Library of Early Ukrainian Literature, "The 
Edificatory Prose of Kievan Rus," rolled off the presses 
in Cambridge, Mass. Part of the project in commemora
tion of the Millennium of Christianity, the book consists 
of translations of 11th century theologian Grigoriy the 
Philosopher's homilies (done by Drs. William Veder 
and Anatolij Turiiov) and an analysis of Kyivan edifica
tory texts of the 10th-17th centuries. 

HURI also issued the second issue (January-
February) of its bul le t in , "Perspec t ives on 
Contemporary Ukraine," containing former Ukrainian 
Defense Minister Kostiantyn Morozov's analysis of his 
country's standing in the world. 

U.S.-Ukraine exchanges 

1995 yielded a bumper crop of academic exchanges.. 
As part of the U.S. government's assistance program to 
Ukraine, its Agency for International Development 
(USAID) provided $1 million in funds to the 
International Research and Exchanges Board (IREX). 
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Philadelphia's LaSalle University and a consortium 

of educational institutions (including Temple, Drexel, 
Lincoln, Delaware State and Pennsylvania universities, 
and Bryn Mawr College) were awarded a sizable two-
year grant to conduct a program through its School of 
Business and School of Arts and Sciences, focusing on 
immersion for Ukrainian faculty from Lviv and 
Donetske, as well as training in finance, international 
marketing and small business development. 

Another beneficiary of this support was the Graduate 
School of Industrial Administration at Pittsburgh's 
Carnegie Mellon University, whose program is co-
directed by Carnegie's Dr. Robert Sullivan and Andrew 
Masiuk of the International Management Institute's 
Kyiv branch. 

In February, Pennsylvania's Kuztown University 
hosted a delegation of administrators and professors to 
set up exchanges in mathematics-, science, social science 
and business with the Precarpathian University in 
Ivano-Frankivske. 

May was a particularly busy month. Prof. Patricia 
Sanders, assisted by Dr. Lydia Tarnavsky, both of New 
York state's Siena College, traveled to Uzhhorod State 
University with USAID and Eurasia Foundation support 
to teach Western management and entrepreneurship, 
and global strategic planning. 

The efforts of Roman Pyrih and Dr. Michael 
Boretsky resulted in the May 2 signing of a memoran
dum of understanding to establish a graduate and facul
ty exchange program between the Colorado School of 
Mines and the Ivano-Frankivske Technical Oil and Gas 
University. 

In June-July, a group of students from Rutgers 
University's Graduate School of Education traveled on 
the first venture into Ukraine of the institution's interna
tional program. They were led to various lectures and 
historic sites by Drs. Iwan Holowinsky, Olha Hrycak 
and David Mushinske. 

In July-August, the University of Connecticut began 
an environmental partnership with Ukraine by hosting 
seven scientists from Lviv, taking them to seminars in 
biotechnology, environmental analysis, water and air 
pollution, pollution prevention and waste minimization. 

Canada 's Jacyk Center 

This year saw the Petro Jacyk Center for Studies in 
Ukrainian History at the Canadian Institute of Ukrainian 
Studies go into overdrive. Afforded high visibility thanks 
to the generosity of his patron, center director Dr. Frank 
Sysyn had all year to highlight the work in progress. 

For his munificent contributions to Ukrainian studies 
over the years, Mr. Jacyk was granted an honorary doc
torate by the University of Alberta, the CIUS's host 
institution, on June 7. 

March 16 saw the book-launch in Kyiv of the 
Ukrainian-language translation of the Alberta-based acade
mic Ivan Lysiak-Rudnytsky's "Historical Essays," under 
Dr. Sysyn's general editorship. This collection, published 
by Osnovy Press in conjunction with the Institute of Public 
Administration in Kyiv, is the first publication in a new 
series intended to acquaint the reader in Ukraine with the 
finest historical works produced in the West. 

Additional sessions highlighting this project, which is 
to include a Ukrainian translation of CIUS Director Dr. 
Zenon Kohut 's "Russian Centralism and Ukrainian 
Autonomy," were held in Edmonton and Toronto. 

Dr. Sysyn also benefited from the visits of Dr. 
Yaroslav Hrytsak, director of Lviv 's Institute for 
Historical Research, and of Dr. Volodymyr Isaievych of 
the Ukrainian Academy of Sciences in Kyiv. 

The Jacyk Center's banner project remains the trans
lation of Mykhailo Hrushevsky's History of Ukraine-
Rus. Work on Volume 1, in which the eminent scholar 
traced the history of Ukraine's land and people down to 
the 10th century, has neared completion, with a 1996 
publication date set. 

The next to appear in print is to be volume seven, the 
first of three (7, 8 and the two-part volume 9) dealing 
with the Ukrainian Kozak period. 

Assistance for the financially onerous endeavor was 
secured from the U.S. National Endowment for the 
Humani t ies and the Toronto-based Canadian 
Foundation for Ukrainian Studies (CFUS). 

Dr. Sysyn also delivered the second annual Mohyla 
Lecture at the Universi ty of Saskatchewan on 
November 17. He spoke on the topic: "Mykhai lo 
Hrushevsky, Ukrainian National Historian and the 
Rebirth of Historical Consciousness in Ukraine." 

Encyclopedia of Ukraine 

A measure of c losure was provided to the 

August 26: Officials of the Ostrih Collegium and the University of Kyiv-Mohyla Academy plant a tree to 
mark the collegium's inauguration. 

Encyclopedia of Ukraine project, with a reception held 
on April 8 at the Petliura Library in Paris, hosted by the 
originator of the effort, the Shevchenko Scientific 
Society (NTSh) in Europe. 

NTSh President Dr. Arkady Zhukovsky praised the 
vision of the late Prof. Volodymyr Kubijovyc who pio
neered work on the encyclopedia, and noted that a cele
bration of the encyclopedia's publication has yet to be 
held in the U.S. 

Prof. Danylo Struk, edi tor- in-chief of the EU, 
appraised those in attendance of work in progress, that 
update volumes to the five-volume set are planned 
every three to five years (subject to the availability of 
funding) and gratefully acknowledged the support of the 
CIUS and CFUS, who had devoted substantial (one-
third and higher) of their operating budgets for the com
pletion of the work. 

The Nova program 

In October, The Weekly carried news of another 
grant by the CFUS to the Nova Ukrainian language 
development program, run by the CIUS's Ukrainian 
Language Education Center. A $25,000 contribution put 
the CFUS on the way to its target of committing a total 
of $240,000 to Nova by the end of 1997. 

CFUS President Morris Diakowsky said his agency's 
support stems from a realization that "the future of 
Ukrainian studies in Canada depends upon a steady contin
gent of students studying Ukrainian from grade 1 onwards." 

Other Canadian doings 

In April the CIUS hosted a national conference on 
Ukrainian studies in Canada, which addressed the chal
lenges faced because of an atmosphere of government 
cutbacks after a period of program growth, the outlook 
for various disciplines, student enrollment and a host of 
other issues. 

Speakers such as Dr. Frances Swyripa, director of 
CIUS's Ukrainian Canadian Studies Program, former 
CIUS director Dr. Manoly Lupul, Dr. Natalia Aponiuk, 
Dr. David Marples and Dr. Paul Magocsi identified 
bringing Ukrainian subjects into the mainstream, build
ing closer relations with the Ukrainian community to 
identify potential students, and reaching out to non-
Ukrainians as the priorities for those in Ukrainian stud
ies. 

In May in Beijing, over 40 scholars from Canada, 
China and Ukraine took part in the second international 
conference on China and Ukraine. Participants included 
Prof. Peter Potichnyj of McMaster University, CIUS 
Director Dr. Kohut, Prof. Jiang Chan-Bin, head of the 
Higher Party School's International Strategy Center and 
of the Ukrainian Research Circle. Dr. Kohut later met 
with Dong Xiao Yang, chief of the Chinese Academy of 
Science's Ukrainian Studies Section. 

In November, the University of Ottawa was sched
uled to establish a chair in Ukrainian studies. A sizable 
endowment from the estate of Dr. Constantine Bida, 
coupled with donat ions from Antin and Nadia 

Iwachniuk, have made the move possible. Former 
Governor General of Canada Ramon Hnatyshyn is to 
serve as the chair's official patron. 

Ukrainian-Jewish academic relations 

In April, the Helen Sherban Lapica Education Fund 
announced $15,000 in scholarships awarded to a 
Ukrainian Greek-Catholic monastery, three universities, 
and for a rabbinical student at the Shchekavytska syna
gogue headed by Ukraine's chief rabbi, Yaakov Bleich. 

Dr. Yohannan Petrovsky, the International Solomon 
University's head of Judaic studies, traveled to New 
York and Toronto this year, and spoke of improved 
relations between the two peoples, particularly at the 
academic level, at a lecture delivered at Toronto 's 
Multicultural History Society in November. 

Evidence of success in this area was particularly 
noticeable at the Jewish-Mennonite-Ukrainian confer
ence held in Winnipeg at the University of Manitoba in 
August . An e lement of controversy arose when 
Kingston-based activist and researcher Dr. Lubomyr 
Luciuk strenuously objected to the inclusion in a panel 
discussion of Sol Littman, a Jewish Canadian activist, 
whom Mr. Luciuk accused of Ukrainophobia, and 
refused to attend. 

Despite this kerfuffle, the conference went ahead 
much to the satisfaction of most participants, one of 
whom asserted at the Ukrainian Canadian Congress's 
triennial convention in Winnipeg in October that mean
ingful and necessary steps along the path to full 
Ukrainian-Jewish dialogue were taken. 

Other notes 

Dr. Stella Hryniuk, professor of history at the 
University of Manitoba, offered her insights to a board 
of presidents meeting of the Canadian Ethnocultural 
Council in Montreal in May. She spoke on the question 
of mul t icul tura l i sm as a const i tuent e lement of 
Canadian ident i ty . At the U C C ' s convent ion in 
Winnipeg, Dr. Hryniuk assisted in the deliberations on 
the Ukrainian presence in the Canadian mainstream. 

Dr. Marko Bojcun, who jumped ship as the Petro 
Jacyk Lecturer in Ukrainian s tudies at London 
University's School of Slavonic and East European 
Studies after successfully establishing a masters' course 
in contemporary Ukraine there, has landed on his feet at 
the University of North London. 

Four of the UNL's faculties, including humanities 
and teacher education (where Dr. Bojcun holds a posi
tion), the business school, the faculty of environmental 
and social sciences, and the science faculty are working 
closely with Ukraine. 

The move was made easier since Dr. Bojcun was 
appointed two years ago to adminis ter the East 
European Pathway (EEP) exchange program with Kyiv 
University, sponsored by the European Union, and told 
The Weekly he expects to establish a system whereby 
students from Ukraine can spend a semester studying or 
researching in the U.K. 
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Ukrainians in sports: 
a pre-Olympic year 

Olympic champion figure skater Oksana Baiul 
and pole vaulter Sergei Bubka, Ukraine's two 
most prominent athletes, continued to make 

world headlines in 1995. 
Mr. Bubka first did so in February when he dominat

ed sports headlines in the New York area with his 
appearance at the Millrose Games in Madison Square 
Garden. The normally unbeatable star was very human, 
coming in second to Russian Igor Trandenkov. He res
urrected at the World Championships in Goteberg, 
Sweden, held August 6 to 13, winning the pole vault 
after clearing 19 feet, 8.75 inches. Also taking medals 
were Inessa Kravets, with a gold in the triple jump, and 
Inga Babakova, who took a bronze in the high jump 

Meanwhile, Ms. Baiul decided that the allure of dol
lars was stronger than that of Olympic gold and 
announced on April 3 she would remain professional, 
thereby disqual ifying her from the 1998 Winter 
Olympic Games. Ms. Baiul said she preferred "the spe
cial artistic freedom" she was enjoying as a profession
al. 

In New Haven, Conn., what occurred during the 
week of July 1-9 was more special than any triple sal-
chow on ice or 20-foot pole vault could ever hope to be 
— 12 handicapped athletes from Ukraine won a host of 
medals while competing for the first time in the Special 
Olympics. 

After torch ceremonies, a parade down Main Street 
and the associated hoopla, they maintained their stamina 
to run, jump and thrust, and capture seven gold, 10 sil
ver and six bronze medals, along with over a dozen rib
bons. They joined more than 7,000 athletes from 139 
countries. 

At the other Olympic Games, scheduled for July of 
1996 in Atlanta, close to 200 athletes from Ukraine are 
scheduled to compete in events ranging from boxing to 
synchronized swimming. 

The road to Atlanta started for the Ukrainian team an 
hour's drive west of the city, where some folks decided 
early on that they have the wherewithal and the desire to 
become part of the Ukrainian Olympic movement. 

The town of Carrollton has put its mark on the map. 
With Laryssa Barabash-Temple from Atlanta, who is 
the U.S. representat ive of the National Olympic 
Committee of Ukraine coordinating the effort, the 
"Carroll '96" committee was formed. Carroll Chamber 
of Commerce President J. Thomas Vance explained that 
the Ukrainian contingent fell into their lap. "We knew 
they were available. We knew they had good athletes, 
and competitive teams," he said. "But the bonus was 
that they were an emerging team from Eastern Europe." 

That team trained around West Georgia College in 
Carrollton during the summer and fall to acclimatize 
and prepare for the Atlanta Games, which will celebrate 
100 years of Olympic competition. The group has 
numerous stars and hopefuls, including, of course, Mr. 
Bubka, pole vaulter par excellence. 

The Atlanta Journal labeled them: "a dark horse to 
finish in the top three... [that] produces medal-winners 
like Florida turns out football players." 

That would be Lilia Pidkopayeva, on top of the world 
in gymnastics, weightlifter Timur Taimazov, super 
heavyweight class champion, track star Ms. Kravets, 
world champion in the triple jump, Ms. Babakova, 
bronze medalis t in the high j ump , Kateryna 
Serebrianska, golden in rhythmic gymnastics, and an 
assorted cast of rowers, yachtsmen, boxers... 

...And 1995 World Short Course Swimming champi
on Svitlana Bondarenko, who took it all in Rio de 
Janeiro, repeating her performance in the European 
championships. 

In addition a team of researchers was with the ath
letes in Carrollton studying their performances in their 
new environment to assure that they are their peak for 
next year's Games. 

To help the Ukrainians with finances, the Regional 
Olympic Committee of Philadelphia hosted a pre-
Olympic Sports Jamboree in conjunction with the 
Tryzub Ukrainian Sports Center on May 27-29 in 
Horsham, Pa. 

More than 1,500 people watched close to 350 partici
pants from around the United States and Canada com
pete in soccer, volleyball, tennis and golf, raising 
approximately $10,000 for the Ukrainian Olympic 
Committee. 

Baseball also got some attention in the world of 
Ukrainian sports in 1995. Not yet Olympic champions 
but ever hopeful, a team of Abner Doubledays is await
ing its day while steadfastly preparing. Led by Basil 
Tarasko , who hails from New York (no not 
Cooperstown), the team of enthusiasts is making its 
way through the European circuit. 

After winning the European Senior Championship in 
Group В in 1994, the team was thrust upward to the A 
gouping, where the sluggers succumbed to about every
body with a stick and a ball, placing ninth in a 10-team 
competition. Mr. Tarasko jokingly lamented, "I already 
had fantasies about Hollywood contracts, telling the 
story of Team Ukraine, the underdog going to the 
Olympics." 

Legendary soccer club Kyiv Dynamo did not have to 
deal with delusions of grandeur in 1995 — only offi
cials and fur. The team was banned from all European 
competition for three years for allegedly bribing a refer
ee to fix its match with a club from Greece. The Union 
of European Football Association said the coach bribed 
a referee by sticking $30,000 worth of furs in his hotel 
room before a match of the UEFA Champions League. 
"We have clean hands," said Dynamo Club President 
Hryhoriy Surkis. Nonetheless the team was replaced by 
a Danish team. 

Greg Rusedski also stirred up a few people when he 
returned to his country of birth for the Canadian Open at 
the end of July, after having done well at Wimbledon, 
where he went to the quarterfinals before bowing to 
Pete Sampras, the eventual winner. The Canadian of 
Ukrainian descent, who as a teen had played at the 
Ukrainian National Association's estate, Soyuzivka, on 
several Labor Days during tournaments sponsored by 
the Ukrainian Sports Federation of the U.S.A. and 
Canada, had forsaken his Canuck passport and had 
become a Brit, which caused consternation for some 
Canadians. At Soyuzivka he'd had other problems: he 
never made it past the semi-final round. 

On February 10 the Montrealer , while playing 
Michael Chang, unleashed a 132 m.p.h. serve, the 
fastest ever recorded on the m e n ' s tour of the 
Association of Tennis Professionals. 

Another Ukrainian Canadian, Terry Evanshen, a 
Canadian Football Hall of Fame inductee, was honored 
on November 30 by the Clarke Institute of Psychiatry 
Foundation of Toronto with the "Courage to Comeback 
Award." The award honors individuals from Ontario 
"who triumph over illness, injury or addiction and use 

the experience gained during the recovery to help oth
ers." 

Mr. Evanshen, who lost most of his memory and suf
fered serious internal injuries in an automobile accident 
in 1988, has since then led a determined struggle to 
recover and has become a public speaker for the dis
abled. 

Mr. Evanshen spent 14 years in the Canadian 
Football League from 1965 to 1978 with teams from 
Montreal, Calgary, Hamilton and Toronto. The wide-
receiver known as the "Flea" was twice honored as the 
league's most outstanding Canadian player. 

A regular column by Ihor Stelmach, Ukrainian Pro 
Hockey Update, kept track of the accomplishments of 
dozens of Ukrainians in the National Hockey League, 
including such standouts as Ken Daneyko, captain of 
1995 Stanley Cup winners, the New Jersey Devils; 
Peter Bondra, born in Lutske, Ukraine, who emerged as 
a top goal scorer; seasoned pros Dave Andreychuk. 
Dale Hawerchuk, Mike Krushelnytsky and the Great 
One, Wayne Gretzky. Thirty-three players of Ukrainian 
origin skated in the NHL in 1994-1995, which grew to 
57 by the beginning of the 1995-1996 season. 

A team of amateurs from Ukraine experienced some 
success at the World Junior Hockey Championships 
held December 26, 1994, to January 4, 1995, in western 
Canada, when they stunned Team USA 3-2. Their suc
cess was fleeting, getting blasted in the same series by 
the Czech Republic, 10-1, and by Canada 7-І. It could 
have been worse for those the Canadian press dubbed 
"Team Poverty" if not for the Ukrainian goalie, Ihor 
Karpenko, who regularly handled 50 to 60 shots per 
game, keeping his team competitive. 

In other sports news, ex-boxer Viktor Lietkewycz, 
known in the ring as Vic Diamond, was inducted on 
May 21 into the Boxing Hall of Fame "for his distinc
tive ring record, and because of the credit he brought to 
the sport of boxing." Mr. Lietkewycz grew up in 
Kharkiv and made his home in Philadelphia after emi
grating to the United States. 

Kickboxer Danylo Cupko lead the Ukrainian team 
with a gold medal in its first time visit to Canada on 
September 14-17. Six other team members also took 
home medals. 

Finally, Ukraine participated for the first time as an 
independent state in the World Orienteer ing 
Championships held in Detmold, Germany, on August 
15-20. Yuri Omelchenko took home the gold in the 
men's short course event. 

I Roman Woronowycz 

October 31 : Ukraine's female gymnasts in the U.S. with top performer Lilia Pidkopayeva (rear, right). 
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The UNA: decisions 
to ensure viability 

At the beginning of its 101st year, the Ukrainian 
National Association opened an office in the 
Toronto area to serve the UNA membership in 

Canada and to expand the membership base in that 
country. The fact that this metropolitan area was chosen 
to begin the UNA's latest venture in Canada reflects the 
fact that Toronto has a high concentration of persons of 
Ukrainian background — an estimated 100,000. 

The official opening of the office located in 
Etobicoke, Ontario, was on January 27. "For some time 
now, at every annual meeting, at every UNA conven
tion, our Canadian delegates clamored for a bureau, and 
now we have one. It is an operation with a purpose," 
said President Ulana Diachuk. At the helm in the 
Toronto office is Robert Cook, director of insurance 
operations. (In May, The Ukrainian Weekly, taking 
advantage of the UNA's office space, opened its 
Toronto Press Bureau manned by Andrij Wynnyckyj.) 

The UNA Executive Committee held a number of 
meetings during the year. At its first quarterly meeting on 
March 17, the UNA's officers discussed a number of 
pressing issues, mostly the state of the UNA's finances, 
including the fate of its 102-year-old daily newspaper 
Svoboda, whose costs, according to some members of the 
Executive Committee, had become too much to bear. 

The discussion at the meeting had treasurer Alexander 
Blahitka and President Ulana Diachuk arguing that 
Svoboda should cease to be published as a daily; 
Secretary Martha Lysko noting that the UNA's newspa
pers are its calling card and a most vital service to mem
bers; and Vice-Presidentess Anya Dydyk-Petrenko under
lining that all the facts must be made known before any 
decision is made to cut back on Svoboda. 

As well the officers spoke of the possible sale of the 
UNA headquarters building in Jersey City, N.J., voting to 
get an appraisal on the building, which could then be pre
sented to the General Assembly at its annual session in 
May. A proposal to sell the building had previously been 
approved by the board of the directors of the Ukrainian 
National Urban Renewal Corp. (the building corporation). 

And thus, the stage was set for debate by the General 
Assembly. 

At the annual meeting on May 15-18, the General 
Assembly, which comprises executive officers, auditors 
and advisors, voted to slash the UNA budget for the current 
year and to sell the UNA's 15-story headquarters. The 
move came as a recognition of harsh economic realities as 
the UNA's surplus had decreased by $3 million per year in 
the years 1991-1994. Among the results of the budget cuts: 
the UNA Washington Office was closed, donations in sup
port of community organizations and causes were cut; and 
scholarship awards were reduced, as were disbursements 
from the UNA Fund for the Rebirth of Ukraine, dividends 
to members, and the UNA's subsidy to Soyuzivka. 

UNA publications also were affected. Veselka ceased 
to be published due to rising costs and the rapidly dwin
dling number of subscribers (the May-June issue was its 
last); The Weekly's annual subscriptions fee was dou
bled for both members and non-members; and Svoboda 
readers were polled about whether they wished the 
paper to remain a daily at a substantially higher cost to 
subscribers, or whether they would prefer a weekly sim
ilar in format and cost to The Ukrainian Weekly. 

President Diachuk penned a commentary on "What the 
changes approved by the General Assembly mean to UNA 
members" which appeared in The Weekly on June 4. She 
noted: "At this meeting, the leaders of our organization 
made many important decisions that will enable our orga
nization to adjust to the needs and demands of the 21st 
century." She underlined: "The UNA was and remains a 
solid financial institution." 

What the results of the Svoboda poll would be was any
one's guess — particularly when one takes into account the 
fact that the U.S. Postal Service provides such poor delivery 
of second-class mail that the value of a daily is greatly 
diminished. A questionnaire was mailed to all subscribers at 
the end of May and the responses were due back by June 
19. The results were counted on June 23 by UNA Auditor 
Iwan Wynnyk and Honorary Member of the General 
Assembly Walter Sochan. The vote: 60 percent for a daily, 
33 percent for a weekly, 7 percent had no opinion. And 
thus, the readers were heard: Svoboda today remains a 
daily. 

The UNA Washington Office, meanwhile, continued 
to work out of its office space near Capitol Hill through 
July 31. It had served the Ukrainian National Association 

July: English language students with UNA volunteer instructors Stephanie and Roman Karpishka on a field 
trip in Bukovyna overlooking the Dnister River. 

and the entire Ukrainian American community as a pow
erful voice since it opened July 1, 1988, with the aim of 
making Ukrainian Americans heard in Washington. It told 
D.C. about Ukraine and Ukrainian Americans, established 
contacts with Congressional offices, worked in conjunc
tion with Ukrainian organizations and created alliances 
with other ethnic groups. It even supported the work of 
the fledgling Embassy of Ukraine. 

Its major success (and there were many accomplish
ments), according to the office's director, Eugene Iwanciw, 
was getting earmarks for Ukraine. "It was not so much the 
money that was granted, but that the Congress took on the 
administration and forced it to be at least somewhat more 
evenhanded toward Ukraine," he explained. Others who 
served in the office were administrative assistant Maria 
Lischak, who served along with Mr. Iwanciw during the 
seven years of the office's existence, John Kun, Adrian 
Karmazyn and Xenia Ponomarenko. 

The closing of the D.C. office it should be noted, 
elicited a great response in letters to the editor of The 
Ukrainian Weekly. Obviously, there were many who 
felt the loss of the UNA Washington Office was a 
severe blow to the Ukrainian American community. 

Officially, the UNA Washington Office ceased to exist 
at the end of September (Mr. Iwanciw continued to work 
alone out of his home in Arlington, Va., through the end of 
that month); unofficially, however, Mr. Iwanciw, who is 
also a UNA supreme advisor, continued to represent the 
organization's interests into November. If the truth be told, 
the UNA Washington Office was closed down at the time 
of its greatest successes: first, during fiscal year 1996, 
Ukraine will be the third largest recipient of U.S. assistance, 
passing Russia for that slot (Ukraine will receive not less 
than $225 million; Russia will receive no more than $195 
million); second, the Central and East European Coalition, 
of which the UNA Washington Office was a founding 
member, was recognized by both government and the 
media as a growing political force in the nation's capital. 

On August 4, the Executive Committee held another 
quarterly meeting, this one mostly to follow up on the 
decisions made at the General Assembly session. On 
November 17, the officers met literally on the eve of the 
special meeting of the UNA General Assembly that had 
been mandated by that body's annual meeting in May. 

Reporting to the full Assembly during the next two 
days, the UNA's execs proposed the establishment of a 
special committee that would oversee the sale of the UNA 
headquarters building, as well as another special commit
tee charged with negotiating mergers with two other 
Ukrainian fraternal organizations, the Ukrainian National 
Aid Association of America and the Ukrainian Fraternal 
Association. The special session approved these propos
als, plus a budget for 1996, and it voted to hold the next 
convention of the UNA in 1998 in Toronto. 

During 1995, the UNA continued its fraternal activities. 
Among the projects supported during 1995 by the UNA 

Fund for the Rebirth of Ukraine were: exhibits and concerts 
at America House in Kyiv and the Educational Fund of the 
Ukrainian American Professionals and Businesspersons 
Association of New York and New Jersey. 

The Teaching English in Ukraine Program, run by 
the UNA in cooperation with the Prosvita Society of 
Ukraine, was in its fourth year in 1995. Fifty volunteer 
instructors taught 53 courses in 22 cities in Ukraine. 
The companion project, the Summer Institute on 
Methods and Practices in TESOL, which is geared to 
teachers of English in Ukraine, was into its second year 
with 280 teachers attending the course in Vinnytsia. 
Both are directed by Dr. Zirka Voronka. 

The Ukrainian National Association's dividends to 
members amounted to $500,000 in 1995, and the UNA's 
Scholarship Committee, meeting on June 23, awarded 237 
scholarships amounting to $63,400 to college and univer
sity students who are members of the UNA. 

In other UNA news, the UNA Seniors Association 
held its 21st annual conference at Soyuzivka on June 
3 1-16, electing Anna Chopek of Arizona as president. 
The outgoing head of the organization, Gene Woloshyn, 
remains on the board as immediate past president. 

Soyuzivka — perhaps the UNA's most-loved frater
nal benefit — marked the 40th year of its tradition of 
crowning a Miss Soyuzivka. Tania Sawa, 22, a graduate 
of Syracuse University and an active member of the 
Ukrainian American Youth Association, was selected 
Miss Soyuzivka 1996. Ms. Sawa, who works with the 
Children of Chornobyl Relief Fund, said she sees a role 
for herself as a spokesperson for the UNA resort and a 
youth activist in the upcoming 10th anniversary com
memorations of the Chornobyl nuclear disaster. 

There was other news at the resort. Soyuzivka got a new 
chef, Andrij Sonevytsky, a graduate of the nearby Culinary 
Arts Institute, who has proclaimed a policy of perebudova 
(in more ways than one) in the Soyuzivka kitchen and 
snack bar. The resort also inaugurated a quarterly newslet
ter, Suzy-Q News; adopted new rates that allow consider
able discounts for families and separated the prices for 
accommodations from those for meals; and welcomed 
news that Chemny, the resort's resident collie, became a 
father. Manager John A. Flis brought the 42nd summer 
season to its usual rousing close on Labor Day weekend. 

We would be remiss not to mention insurance develop
ments at the UNA — after all, it is the insurance business 
that allows the UNA to provide all those fraternal benefits 
to its members and the Ukrainian community at large. In 
mid-September the UNA announced a new program via 
which members with paid-up insurance could purchase 
additional coverage at minimal cost without any additional 
applications or medical examinations. The program is 
designed to upgrade the insurance coverage of paid-up 
members. There were new lower rates for single-premium 
life insurance policies, and the UNA heavily promoted its 
mortgage loan program as a very useful benefit to mem
bers. Meanwhile, in Canada, the UNA's professional sales 
staff was selling new products previously unavailable to 
members in that country. 

The latest Soyuz development in 1995 came on 
December 16 as the first meeting between the negotiat
ing committees of the UNA and the Ukrainian National 
Aid Association of America took place in Jersey City. 
Merger talks will continue in 1996. 
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The noteworthy: 
events and people 

Certain notable events and people are not so easily 
classified. Ergo, this section: the noteworthy of 
1995. 

• Ramon Hnatyshyn, the first Canadian of Ukrainian 
descent to represent the British Crown in Canada, complet
ed his five-year term as Governor-General on February 6. 
As Governor-General, Mr. Hnatyshyn represented Queen 
Elizabeth II in Ottawa. Mr. Hnatyshyn hosted foreign 
leaders at Rideau Hall, his official Ottawa residence. 
Among his numerous guests were Ukrainian Presidents 
Leonid Kravchuk and Leonid Kuchma. Previously, Mr. 
Hnatyshyn had been a Conservative member of Parliament 
and justice minister. 

• Rabbi David Lincoln of the Park Avenue Synagogue 
in New York City was honored by two community orga
nizations for his efforts in combating false media reports 
about Jewish life in Ukraine. On March 12, the 
Ukrainian American Justice Committee (UAJC) and 
other community organizations presented the rabbi with 
their first annual Human Relations Award, while on May 
10 the New York-based Society of Ukrainian-Jewish 
Relations honored Rabbi Lincoln for his work in expos
ing CBS and "60 Minutes." 

• Ukraine's premier aircraft design bureau suffered a set
back on February 10 with the crash of the only prototype of 
the new Antonov-70 cargo aircaft. This accident set back a 
promising program that had already attracted much interest 
from both the Ukrainian and Russian air forces, as well as 
South American and Asian buyers. The program will con
tinue with the aid of a new Ukrainian-Russian consortium, 
International Aviamotors. Eventual production runs of the 
advanced aircraft may exceed 2,000 planes. 

• Another vestige of the Soviet Union disappeared on 
April 15, the day international callers started dialing a new 
country code — 380 — when calling Ukraine. Ukraine was 
first among the CIS countries to establish a separate code. 

• On March 26, the community honored Sen. Mitch 
McConnell, Republican of the Blue Grass State and firm 
friend of Ukraine. At the Ukrainians for McConnell fund
raiser, held at the Ramada Hotel in East Hanover, N.J., 
Sen. McConnell thanked the community for its support 
and pledged to continue working hard on issues affecting 
Ukraine. The senator sees a strong and independent 
Ukraine as vital to U.S. national interests. 

• In March Ukraine took part for the first time in the 
U.N. Social Development Summit. This year the 
Ukrainian delegations, which included both governmen
tal and non-governmental organizations, as well as dias
pora members, took part in numerous panels, as well as 
the plenary sessions. Among those speaking at the sum
mit was President Leonid Kuchma, who stressed 
Ukraine"s economic difficulties and the need to find 
common solutions to economic and social problems, 
while at the same time recognizing the West's role in 
supporting Ukraine both morally and materially. 

• On March 17, the New Jersey Governor's Office noti
fied the Children of Chornobyl Relief Fund that it had 
received the 1995 Governor's Volunteer Award for its 
work helping to relieve the horrendous consequences of the 
1986 Chornobyl nuclear disaster. A formal awards ceremo
ny took place on May 5 at the Governor's Mansion. 

• The May 7 issue of The Weekly carried a feature 
about Ukrainian prisoners of the Nazi regime, as told by 
several survivors of the concentration camps. During 
World War II, Ukrainians could be found in virtually every 
camp in the Nazi terror scheme. Among those targeted for 
especially brutal treatment were Ukrainian nationalists, 
both leaders, such as Stepan Bandera, Andriy Melnyk and 
Yaroslav Stetsko, and everyday individuals who espoused 
the cause of Ukrainian national liberation. Survivors 
recounted the brutality that they witnessed — random and 
planned executions, tortures, beatings and gassings. 

• Ukraine's children studying English received a large 
boost from the McGraw-Hill Companies, which on April 
10 started delivering on a promise to supply large quanti
ties of language texts by shipping some 300,000 of them to 
Kyiv. The donation was facilitated by the Bohdan Stephen 
Demchuk Foundation and the Demchuk Fund, a Ukrainian 
government-established group that promotes and supports 
education in Ukraine. Further shipments are in the works. 
The fund is named after Bohdan Demchuk, an executive 
vice-president of PepsiCo who was the point man in bring
ing Pepsi Cola to the then-USSR in 1972 and who later 
briefly taught business at Kyiv Polytechnic Institute before 
succumbing to a heart attack in May 1991. 

• Accompanying President Bill Clinton on his state visit 

to Ukraine in May was a veteran Capitol Hill lobbyist and 
now deputy chief of staff to First Lady Hillary Rodham 
Clinton, Melanne Verveer. Ms. Verveer, a Ukrainian 
American from Shamokin, Pa., remarked on the very 
upbeat and warm reception that the president and the U.S. 
delegation experienced during their stay in Ukraine. The 
president and first lady were enthralled by the Ukrainian 
capital's historic sites, while the people, especially youth 
and students, practically gushed with enthusiasm at Mr. 
Clinton's visit. For Ms. Verveer the visit was a return to 
her roots and an emotional one at that. 

• Is U.S. President Bill Clinton a Kozak or a punk? 
This photo appeared on the cover of the Russian-lan
guage entertainment magazine published in Kyiv during 
the presidential visit in May. The Washington Post took 
note of the photo and said it was a Ukrainian version of 
a punk. We didn't realize that the Sex Pistols felt an 
affiliation with the Kozaks, but then rockers have 
always found their influences in unusual places. 

• May 24 was a day to remember for Vira Balyk 
Vertepna and her mother, Lutsia Balyk Vertepna. Mrs. 
Vertepna's mother was honored as a "Righteous Gentile" 
by the Jewish Foundation for Christian Rescuers at its 
annual dinner sponsored by the Anti-Defamation League of 
B'nai B'rith. Holocaust survivor Bronia Felberbaum-
Kagan, one of those saved by Mrs. Vertepna's family, 
joined with Israeli diplomats, other survivors and all present 
to honor a woman who risked her own and her family's life 
to save those of others. On April 2, the Vertepnas were cer
tified as "righteous" by the Yad Vashem Martyrs and 
Heroes Central Authority in Jerusalem. 

• On June 6, Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma and 
former U.S. President George Bush were honored by the 
Institute for EastWest Studies at a gala at the New York 
Grand Hyatt Hotel. Mr. Kuchma was chosen for the award 
in recognition of his "artful role" in securing Ukraine's 
adherence to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty and for 
maintaining a difficult but successful Ukraine-Russia rela
tionship. Mr. Kuchma, who at the time was in Sochi, nego
tiating with Russian President Boris Yeltsin over the divi
sion of the Black Sea Fleet, sent a delegation headed by his 
chief of staff, Dmytro Tabachnyk, to accept the first New 
Europe Award. In his remarks at the gathering, Mr. Bush 
insisted that "America must continue to lead," while prais
ing President Kuchma's work as underscoring "...Ukraine's 
resolve to build a stable society." 

• A monument to commemorate those Ukrainians who 
died in the Nazi concentration camp at Ebenzee in north
ern Austria during World War II was unveiled on May 6 
during ceremonies marking the 50th anniversary since the 
war's end. Among the participants in the commemora
tions were official Ukrainian and Austrian delegations. 
Ukraine's Ambassador to Austria Mykola Makarevych 
delivered the keynote address and also read a greeting 
from President Leonid Kuchma. The monument was built 
in the Zhytomyr Oblast through the efforts of the World 
League of Ukrainian Political Prisoners. 

• Long-time Ukrainian American radio show host and 
community activist Michael Komichak was honored in July 
by die Allegheny County Commissioners for his long years 
of service to residents of the Pittsburgh area. Dubbed the 
"Voice of Ukraine," Mr. Komichak has broadcast his weekly 
"Ukrainian Program" continuously without fail since 1950. 
The program has promoted the activities of Ukrainian frater
nal, cultural and civic organizations and provided the 30,000-
strong Ukrainian American community in the area with an 
opportunity to be heard. Mr. Komichak has also done sub
stantial fund raising on behalf of the Ukrainian Nationality 
Room at the University of Pittsburgh. 

• A memorial plaque to Ukrainian Canadian soldiers 
who served their country with distinction overseas during 
World War II was unveiled in London on September 19. 
Over 35,000 Ukrainian Canadian men and women served 
with the Canadian Armed Forces during that war. The 
monument ' s location, at 218 Sussex Gardens in 
Paddington, served as the headquarters for the Ukrainian 
Canadian Servicemen's Association, formed in 1943 and 
later as the headquarters of the Central Ukrainian Relief 
Bureau, an organization created to provide information 
and humanitarian relief to displaced persons and refugees 
from the war. 

• On July 14, Canada Post Corp. released a remarkable 
43 cent stamp commemorating the 125th birthday of the 
province of Manitoba. Remarkable because the stamp fea
tures a Ukrainian Kozak leaping into the air in the lower 
right corner of the stamp. The release was most appropriate 
as one in nine Manitobans claims Ukrainian heritage. 

• Judge Bohdan Futey became the first U.S. citizen to 
receive the "Honorary Citation of the President of 
Ukraine," for his "important contributions to the develop
ment of Ukrainian-American relations, and building the 
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Kozak-punk Bill Clinton makes the cover. 

legal system in Ukraine." Judge Futey, who sits on the 
U.S. Court of Federal Claims in Washington, bias been 
actively involved in reforming Ukraine's legal system 
through his participation in the Democratization and Rule 
of Law program, the International Foundation for 
Electoral Systems (IFES) and other related programs. 
IFES works directly with the Committee on Legal Policy, 
Law and Judicial Reform of Ukraine's Parliament. 

• In late August, viewers of the popular weekly tele
vision program "Kontakt" learned that the only program 
of its kind might soon become homeless in the New 
York Metropolitan area. WNYC, Channel 31 , the 
municipally owned channel, was being privatized and 
its buyers, ITT/Dow Jones, had refused to continue air
ing ethnic leased-time programs, of which there are 18 
on WNYC. The loss of this outlet would be a major 
blow to Kontakt and to the 200,000 Ukrainian 
Americans, who are its target audience. The Federal 
Communications Commission, which must approve the 
transfer of broadcast license to ITT/Dow Jones, has 
received briefs from concerned parties. Kontakt is rep
resented by Washington attorney Arthur Belendiuk. 
Over 1,000 letters have been sent to the FCC urging that 
ethnic programming be preserved in its present fDrm. 

• Dronten, Holland, was the site for the 18th World 
Scout Jamboree, and a monumental first for Ukraine's 
scouting movement, which for the first time took part in 
such a worldwide conclave. On August 1 -11, a delegation 
of 23 Plast, 12 Crimean, nine Skif and four other scouts 
represented Ukraine jointly before their counterparts from 

Ukrainian dancer on commemorative stamp. 
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some 190 nations and territories. With the motto "Future 
is Now," over 36,000 scouts shared 10 days of traditional 
scouting activities, cross-cultural exchange and youthful 
camaraderie. Plast, Skif and other scout organizations are 
seeking entry into the World Organization of the Scout 
Movement (WOSM), however that organization requires 
a single, unified scout organization as a prerequisite for 
official inclusion. 

• At the 1995 Leadership Conference of The 
Washington Group, held during the weekend of October 6 
in Arlington, Va., the Voice of America Ukrainian Service 
was honored for its long and accomplished record of pro
viding persons living in the Soviet Union and now free 
Ukraine with an American angle on the news events of the 
Cold War and post-Cold War years. VOA's Ukrainian 
Service celebrated its 45th anniversary on December 12, 
1994. For many years jammed by the Soviet authorities, 
VOA has sought to continue broadcasting in the face of 
moves by Congress to defund it. According to Ukrainian 
Service Chief Wolodymyr Bilajiw, VOA serves a unique 
role in providing Ukrainians in Ukraine with a review of 
international news and a link with Ukrainian diaspora 
communities. 

• The Park Avenue Synagogue's Women's Evening 
Group and Sisterhood, as participants of the "Honor a 
Rescuer" program sponsored by the Jewish Foundation for 
Christian Rescuers/ADL, paid homage to Roman Biletskij 
with a reception at the Park Avenue Synagogue on 
October 23. Mr. Biletskij was cited for his heroic efforts in 
rescuing 24 Jews in Nazi-occupied Ukraine from certain 
death. Those gathered, including a number of those res
cued by Mr. Biletskij, recalled the nearly two-year-long 
ordeal of hiding in camouflaged shelters near Mr. 
Biletskij's family's home and how the young boy had 
delivered supplies to them in a time when rations were 
short, without arousing anyone's suspicions. Mr. Biletskij 
has traveled to Jerusalem and spoken on behalf of the 
Ukrainian community, and his name is on the list of 
"Righteous Among the Nations" at Yad Vashem. 

They are mourned 
by our community 

During 1995, the Ukrainian community mourned 
the passing of notable clergy, leaders and 
activists, writers and journalists, musicians, 

scholars and professionals, both in the diaspora and in 
Ukraine. Among them were the following: 

• Theodore Baran, 83, Canadian iconographer and 
active member of the Ukrainian Catholic Brotherhood 
— Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, January 3. 

• Volodymyr Sumin, 57, president and founding 
member of the Ukrainian Union of Jurists, law profes
sor and political activist — Turin, Italy, January 20. 

• Michael Smyk, 79, long-time editor of the Detroit-
based Ukrainian News, political and community activist 
— Dearborn, Mich., February 1. 

• Ivan Kedryn-Rudnytsky, 98, doyen of Ukrainian 
journalists and long-time Svoboda editorial board mem
ber, whose journalistic activity spanned more than seven 
decades and two continents, a Galician and emigre politi
cal activist — Jersey City, N.J., March 4. 

• Rostyslav Bratun, 67, editor, publicist, writer, commu
nity activist and a leading figure in the Ukrainian democrat
ic revival of the late 1980s-early 1990s — Lviv, March 8. 

• The Rt. Rev. Semen Izyk, 82, a survivior of the 
Bergen-Belsen Nazi death concentration camp during 
the second world war who went on to edit a Ukrainian-
English weekly newspaper and host popular television 
and radio programs in Winnipeg — Winnipeg, June 9. 

• Patriarch Volodymyr (Vasyl Romaniuk), 69, primate 
of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church — Kyiv Patriarchate, 
former political prisoner and member of the Ukrainian 
Helsinki Group — Kyiv, July 14 (see "Churches"). 

• Oles Honchar, 77, renowned Ukrainian writer, eulo
gized as being the "conscience of the nation"; best 
known for his novel "Sobor" (The Cathedral, 1968) and 

head of the Writers' Union of Ukraine (1959-1971) — 
Kyiv, July 14. 

• Anthony Shumeyko, 84, prominent businessman in 
New York's East Village, owner of an insurance agency 
bearing his name; long-time Ukrainian community 
activist and generous benefactor of numerous Ukrainian 
causes — New York, July 18. 

• David G. Roth, 55, prominent U.S. ethnic relations 
activist and founding director of the American Jewish 
Committee's Project Ukraine — Chicago, July 29. 

• Petro Bashuk, 83 , edi tor of Winnipeg-based 
Ukrainian-English biweekly newspaper, Progress 
(Postup), and a founder of the Canadian League for the 
Liberation of Ukraine — Winnipeg, May 29. 

• Yevhen Hutsalo, 58, one of Ukraine's leading prose 
writers, member of the 1960s generation of intellectu
als; journalist, critic and editorial board member of 
regional periodicals and, since 1962, of Literaturna 
Ukraina — Kyiv, July 4. 

• Nazar Yaremchuk, noted Ukrainian singer, who 
gained recognition during the 1970s, member of the 
Smerichka ensemble — Lviv, July 1. 

• Bishop Filemon Kurchaba, 81, bishop in the under
ground Ukrainian Catholic Church (ordained in 1985) 
and former provincial superior of the then-underground 
Redemptorist Order in Galicia — Lviv, October 26. 

• Prof. Jaroslaw Bohdan Rudnyckyj, 84, leader in the 
field of Ukrainian and Slavic studies; member, Canadian 
Royal Commission on Bilingualism and Biculturalism; 
president, Ukrainian Academy of Sciences in Canada, the 
Canadian Linguistic Association, the Canadian Association 
of Slavists; author of widely used text "Modern Ukrainian 
Grammar" (1949); and head of the Ukrainian National 
Republic government-in-exile (1980-1989) — Montreal, 
October 19. 

• Dmytro Korbutiak, 84, journalist, editor of Narodna 
Volya, community leader, and prominent activist within 
the Ukrainian Fraternal Association — Silver Spring, 
Md., November 21. 

At The Weekly: 
Jersey-Kyiv- Toronto 

Just recently there were reports that 1995 was a 
most stressful year due to corporate downsizing. 
Well, we experienced some of that anxiety at The 

Weekly as well, as our publisher, the Ukrainian 
National Association, had to make some difficult deci
sions this year to stem the tide of expenses. 

It was a year in which we had to bid farewell to an old 
friend, as Veselka (The Rainbow), the Ukrainian-lan
guage children's magazine, was closed down after 41 
years of publication, and to our dear colleagues at the 
UNA Washington Office, as fiscal constraints forced the 
UNA to cut that operation from the list of its many fra
ternal benefits. It was a year in which the existence of 
Svoboda as a daily newspaper was threatened, but, 
thanks to its devoted readers, our 102-year-old sister 
publication was saved. And, in mid-1995 The Weekly 
was forced to double its subscription fees to cover rapid
ly rising costs, mostly for second-class postage. 

On the bright side, we can say that the pesky issue of 
just how to spell the name of Ukraine's capital city was 
finally resolved this year. (Readers will recall that, in utter 
exasperation, our editor-in-chief at one point had suggest
ed that Ukraine adopt the "Quayiv" variant.) "Kyiv it is" 
was our front page headline when someone in Kyyiv/Kyiv 
finally took charge and decided the issue. That someone 
was newly appointed Minister of Justice Serhiy Holovaty, 
acting in his capacity as chairman of the Committee on 
Legal Terminology. At its first meeting (October 14) after 
Mr. Holovaty's appointment, the committee decided that 
henceforth the spelling "Kyiv" would be used on all legal 
and official documents of Ukraine. 

Thus, the decision came from where it should have 
come from: Ukraine. Until the "Kyiv" decision, it was the 
Ukrainian Mapping Agency's version of "Kyyiv" that we 
at The Weekly had employed. That same spelling — the 
only officially sanctioned spelling of Ukraine's capital — 
was adopted, also on the state cartographic agency's urg
ing, by the National Geographic Society, Hammond and 
Rand McNally, as well as the U.S. Board for Geographic 
Names. (No, "Kyyiv" wasn't our own doing, though 
some of our readers continued to think it was and occa
sionally chided us in letters to the editor.) 

Perhaps the decision to spell the city's name with 

one less "y" should be considered also as a money-sav
ing measure. You see, we wrote the name of Ukraine's 
capital city 2,385 times in 1995. "Kyyiv" appeared 
1,845 times before we switched to "Kyiv." Thus, we 
could have saved 540 "y" spaces had the decision come 
earlier, and, in terms of the newsbiz, that's a lot of ink. 

There were several other notable events/issues at 
the Jersey City home office in 1995. 

The year got off to a good start as Ukraine's first 
president, Leonid Kravchuk, visited the UNA and 
gave an exclus ive in terview to edi tors of The 
Ukrainian Weekly and Svoboda. 

Then there was the issue of Tamara Koropet'ska's 
letter regarding use of the Ukrainian language in 
Ukraine. Everyone had to have a say. And then Ms. 
Koropet'ska had to respond, which, of course, elicited 
more responses . We promise : no more on the 
Koropet'ska issue in 1996. 

Thanks to a fluke in the 1995 calendar, you, dear 
readers, got 53 issues of The Ukrainian Weekly this 
year instead of the usual 52 (there were more Sundays 
this year). Yes, this is issue No. 53! 

* * * 
Getting back to Kyiv for a moment, during 1995 

our press bureau there was "womaned" by Marta 
Kolomayets through mid-July. Khristina Lew served a 
three-month stint from July 6 through October 5. Then 
it was Marta, again, who returned to Kyiv for her fifth 
tour of duty in the bureau. In other news at the bureau, 
our faithful secretary Vika Hubska left our employ 
much to our dismay, and the downtown Kyiv apart
ment we had rented for office space was purchased by 
the UNA, much to our delight. 

Our other press bureau, the one up north in Toronto, 
was inaugurated this year by our staff writer/editor 
Andrij Wynnyckyj. Our colleague was reassigned to 
serve as our paper's only full-time Canadian corre
spondent. He arrived in Toronto, or Etobicoke to be 
more precise, to work out of the Toronto area office of 
the Ukrainian National Association. 

The Weekly 's other staff writer/editor, Roman 
Woronowycz, spent time on the Olympic beat. As part of 
our continuing coverage of Ukraine's participation in the 
1996 Summer Olympics in Atlanta — a rubric we've 
dubbed "On the road to Atlanta" — Mr. Woronowycz 
traveled to Carrollton, the small Georgia town one hour's 
drive west of Atlanta that is serving as home base and the 
official training site for Ukraine's athletes. 

In October, editor-in-chief Roma Hadzewycz flew to 
San Francisco, where she was the keynote speaker at the 
second annual conference of the Ukrainian Professionals 
of Northern California. For the record, May 1995 
marked her 15th anniversary as editor in charge. 

Ika Koznarska Casanova, our part-time editorial 
assistant, ended the year by packing up for Vienna, 
where she and her family will live for the next half year. 

Meanwhile, our editorial assistant-on-call, Yarema 
Bachynsky, continued to make his presence felt in 
many ways, mostly by appearing on the job when 
needed. He will be even more needed in 1996 as Ika 
takes a leave of absence. 

Our supreme typesetter (hey, just because the UNA 
no longer has "supremes" doesn't mean we can't), 
Awilda Arzola, celebrated 15 years at The Weekly in 
December. We marked the occasion with an appropri
ate toast and a wish for at least another 15 years with 
"Willie." By the way, 1996 promises to be a special 
year for Awilda as she and her Angel announced their 
engagement on Christmas Day. 

Serhiy "Sid" Polishchuk, our computer wiz and 
unofficial "King of Lomkaland" (which is what we 
call the area where we do The Weekly's layout) man
aged to survive another year — his third — with us. 

On a much sadder note, Dozia Dubej, an employee of 
the Subscriptions Department of The Ukrainian Weekly 
and Svoboda, died after a brief illness on April 20. 

* * * 
Getting back to where we started... Feeling a defi

nite need for some morale-boosting in 1995, we orga
nized a party and invited all employees of the UNA's 
press/publishing operation to chip in and join the mer
riment. We think the party helped put all in a more 
joyous holiday spirit, so to speak. (Perhaps we should 
do this more often...) 

And so, as 1995 draws to a close, we'd like to share 
some of that holiday spirit with our readers and writers. 
We thank all our correspondents, colleagues and faithful 
readers for their cooperation and their input. And, as 
always, we wish all of you a Merry Christmas and hope 
that 1996 brings the fulfillment of your dreams. 

In 1996 we pledge to continue covering develop
ments in Ukraine from our (formerly Kyyiv) Kyiv 
Press Bureau, reporting news within the Ukrainian 
American and Ukrainian Canadian communities, and 
giving you the scoop on happenings anywhere else 
there may be things or persons Ukrainian. 


