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February 4. He said Ukraine was moving into a more
mature stage of its diplomatic relations and would place
an accent on developing its “European characteristics”
and promulgating the country’s economic interests in its
diplomatic efforts as “ambassadors of Ukrainian busi-
ness.”

He acknowledged, however, that a new pragmatic
chapter in relations with Russia had opened and that
bilateral cooperation had taken on a “realistic and practi-
cal meaning.” He underscored that a policy of close-knit
relations with Russia was not mutually exclusive with
Ukraine’s new pro-European policy.

On January 18-20 high-ranking defense officials of
both countries met in Kyiv and presented one aspect of
the new attitude when they put aside what had been
undercurrents of competitiveness and mistrust to sign a
52-point agreement on cooperation in the next year,
including an increase in cooperation in the Black Sea
region and in technology modernization.

The agreement produced all sorts of international and
domestic concerns – not the least of which was a fear by
the West that the two countries would now pool their
resources in new weapons production.

The military accord raised the hairs of Western leaders
when Ukraine’s Minister of Defense Oleksander Kuzmuk
told reporters that the agreement would not only mark the
beginning of closer cooperation between the two military
forces, but also between the military-industrial establish-
ments of the two countries in “the creation of new sorts
of arms and production.”

A Ukrainian Ministry of Defense spokesman tempered
those remarks a few days later when he said the coopera-
tion initially would be only in the realm of technology
modernization.

The two sides also agreed on a controversial joint
naval force in Sevastopol, which would have responsibil-
ity for navigational command-control over sea traffic into
and out of the port of Sevastopol and would oversee
search and rescue operations in the area. Some Ukrainian
politicians thought the agreement ceded too much control
over Sevastopol’s waters to Russia’s Black Sea Fleet.

And yet another point of concern arose when The
Financial Times reported that Kyiv had given Moscow
veto rights over international military exercises on
Ukraine’s territory. A Ukrainian military official refuted
that assertion, while giving assurances that Ukraine dis-
cusses the details of international military exercises on its
territory, including U.S.-sponsored Peace Shield and Sea
Breeze maneuvers, only with the countries involved.

Ukraine-Russia economic relations attained a new
level of visibility on May 10 when President Putin
announced that he had named former Prime Minister
Viktor Chernomyrdin, one of the most powerful figures
in Russian politics and business over the past decade, as
the new ambassador to Ukraine and his special envoy on
economic and trade relations.

In announcing the move, President Putin said: “We
would have difficulty finding a person who better knows

Ukraine’s foreign affairs:
a sullied image’s effects

For Ukraine, 2001 should have been a year dedicat-
ed, first and foremost, to celebrating as the country
marked its first decade as an independent state (see

separate section on the 10th anniversary celebrations).
The celebratory mood was marred, however, by contro-
versy and intrigue surrounding the disapparance of an
independent journalist in September 2000 and the appear-
ance of secret recordings that implicated the Ukrainian
president and top government officials in the affair.

The controversy known variously as “Gongadzegate”
and “Tapegate” greatly influenced Ukraine’s foreign
affairs in 2001 and affected Ukraine’s standing in the
international community. The country was all but ostra-
cized in the first half of the year. In fact, no Western
leader visited Kyiv in 2001 until the last month of the
year, when German Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder paid a
call after the scandals had quieted and, for all practical
purposes, had become dormant.

Officials in Washington showed they were not going
to ignore the affair in the first days of the New Year. On
January 10 Steven Sestanovich, special assistant to the
U.S. secretary of state with responsibility for the former
Soviet states, called for “a speedy and transparent investi-
gation” into Heorhii Gongadze’s apparent murder.

But the scandal went truly international on January 25
when the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of
Europe (PACE) officially condemned the lack of freedom
of expression in Ukraine and agreed to organize an inde-
pendent investigation into certain aspects of the
Gongadze affair. While PACE refrained from sanctioning
Ukraine for its less than pristine human rights record of
late, it voted to take responsibility for an independent
analysis of the audiotapes allegedly recorded in the
Ukrainian president’s office and to give their source
political asylum.

The human rights body, which consists of representa-
tives of the parliaments of Europe, also agreed to conduct
an independent DNA analysis of the body allegedly
belonging to Mr. Gongadze, which was found outside
Kyiv in mid-November.

PACE again raised its collective voice regarding
Ukraine on April 15 when it voted to recommend to its
Committee of Ministers that it should suspend Ukraine’s
membership. While the action was never taken, the vote
came after Hanne Severinsen, a PACE member and rap-
porteur on Ukraine, charged Kyiv with abuse of human
and civil rights.

“It concerns misuse of authority, particularly oppres-
sion of freedom of speech and oppression of opposition,”
Ms. Severinsen told Radio Liberty, underscoring that the
president of Ukraine was specifically responsible.

The next day the U.S. State Department announced
that the U.S. Immigration and Naturalization Service had
granted political asylum to Myroslava Gongadze, the
spouse of the murdered journalist, and their 3-year-old
twin daughters, along with Maj. Mykola Melnychenko,
the presidential bodyguard who allegedly recorded the
president’s conversations.

Another international organization, the Committee to
Protect Journalists, also leveled criticism, although in a
different manner, when on May 3 it named President
Leonid Kuchma to its list of the 10 Worst Enemies of the
Press for 2001, an annual compilation of world leaders
who are responsible for the worst abuses against the news
media.

Mr. Kuchma joined such notorious figures as Liberian
President Charles Taylor, Zimbabwe’s President Robert
Mugabe and Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei.

In an example of how quickly positions change in the
fragile world of international politics, by autumn the
Council of Europe had begun tempering its unyielding
criticism of the human rights situation in Ukraine and the
way the government had mishandled the Gongadze case.
On September 27 PACE issued a resolution that contin-
ued to criticize Ukraine but at the same time underscored
that Ukraine was making progress in meeting human
rights objectives and fulfilling promises it had made upon
entering the organization in 1995.

The wife of the murdered journalist appeared during
one meeting of the PACE autumn session to call for an
independent international investigation into the
Gongadze case.

The pressure applied by the international community
to resolve the murder slowly dissipated, even though as

late as November 28 U.S. Ambassador Carlos Pascual
claimed that in the eyes of the United States the
Gongadze affair was not over and that Ukraine still had
to resolve the case to clear the black mark from its
record.

By the time of the visit of German Chancellor
Schroeder to Kyiv on December 6, those types of
remarks were becoming much less strident. At a press
conference at the Mariinsky Palace Mr. Schroeder’s reply
to a question on Ukraine’s human rights was taciturn and
even accommodating.

While admitting that, “I don’t think things are alto-
gether good,” he explained that “things have the possibil-
ity of improving.” Mr. Schroeder also let it be known that
Ukraine’s international standing in the eyes of Germany
was where it should be. “We not only do not have any
problems in our relations, they are very good as well,”
stated Mr. Schroeder as a satisfied President Kuchma
looked on.

While Western leaders were rare in Ukraine in 2001,
Russian President Vladimir Putin was there several times.

His most important appearance in the country came
two days after some 5,000 demonstrators called for Mr.
Kuchma’s political head in Kyiv. Then Mr. Putin flew
into the southern city of Dnipropetrovsk for a previously
scheduled meeting with Mr. Kuchma in what many
Western media outlets called a move to prop up the fal-
tering Kuchma administration.

The two sides signed 16 assorted bilateral documents
on closer economic and trade relations, the most impor-
tant of which were deals on the joint development of mil-
itary and space technology, including cooperation in
research and development of joint missile production.
The two countries also agreed to support each other in the
modernization and upgrading of heavy machinery facto-
ries, many of which are directly connected to the mili-
tary-industrial sector.

Finally, in a controversial agreement, Ukraine decided
to reconnect to Russia’s electric grid, which would give
the energy-starved country access to Russian electricity
generation.

While expressing satisfaction with the agreements, Mr.
Putin also underscored that he had not taken advantage of
Mr. Kuchma’s shaky political situation in getting the
accords. The day before the Dnipropetrovsk meeting he
explained the situation between Moscow and Kyiv:
“Leonid Kuchma is the legally elected president of
Ukraine. We will cooperate with him. We are not going to
suspend our cooperation, as Russia has the right to count
on a certain stability in relations with its partners.”

The agreements reached during the Russian presi-
dent’s visit in many respects were but mere tiles in a
mosaic of new cooperation between Kyiv and Moscow
laid over the course of 2001 in political, military and eco-
nomic relations – all part of a new foreign relations doc-
trine Ukraine had announced at the beginning of the year.

Minister of Foreign Affairs Anatolii Zlenko officially
presented the new approach in a major policy address on

Ukraine’s celebrations of its 10th anniversary of independence attracted several leaders of neighboring states.
Seen during the gala concert at the Ukraina Palace on August 23  (from right) are:  Macedonian President
Boris Trajkovski, Ukrainian Prime Minister Anatolii Kinakh, Polish President Aleksander Kwasniewski,
Verkhovna Rada Chairman Ivan Pliusch, Russian President Vladimir Putin, Liudmyla Kuchma and 

Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma.
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the state of bilateral relations between the two countries.”
The business tycoon, who once headed the Russian

natural gas monolith Gazprom and whose wife, it turned
out, is Ukrainian, said that his top responsibility at the
outset would be to resolve energy problems between the
two countries.

However, many critics of the move in Ukraine feared
the appointment of a person of such stature and influence
– and a personal friend of President Kuchma – was the
beginning of Moscow’s policy of strong economic influ-
ence over Ukraine. Some even called the move “the
appointment of a new prime minister for Ukraine by
President Putin.”

Mr. Chernomyrdin, as it turned out, did not become
the new energy tsar of Ukraine. In fact, four days after
Mr. Putin made his controversial appointment, Kyiv
announced that it had signed a deal with Turkmenistan
that would give Ukraine a second major source of natu-
ral gas and leave it far less dependent on Russia. During
a state visit by Turkmenistan’s president, Saparmurat

the downing of the airliner.
At the time, Ukrainian Air Defense Forces were con-

ducting live-fire exercises off the coast of the Crimean
Peninsula. Even the earliest reports of what happened to
the commercial airliner with 78 people on aboard sug-
gested the Ukrainian military was involved. Several
hours after the downing, the United States announced
that its space satellites had seen an errant missile head
from the Crimean peninsula towards the ill-fated plane.

Initially, Ukraine vehemently denied the possibility
that one of the missiles it had fired could have gone 250
kilometers off course to hit the airliner. During a specially
called press conference on October 8, Ukrainian military
leaders made every effort to show that the test missiles
used during live-fire exercises from the firing range off
the Crimean coast had all been destroyed. They based
their argument on the fact that the missiles were pro-
grammed to self-destruct when the radio signal from their
intended target ceased.

Although the Ukrainian military summarily rejected

Niyazov, to the Ukrainian capital, the two sides agreed
on a deal that would bring 250 billion cubic meters of
Turkmen natural gas to Ukraine between 2002 and 2006
at $42 per thousand cubic meters.

Predictably, Gazprom reacted negatively to the deal
with a company spokesperson stating that Turkmenistan
would not be a reliable partner and that Kyiv still had to
resolve the problem of getting the gas to Ukraine through
Russian territory.

Russian President Putin made another visit to Ukraine
on July 28, as relations between him and President
Kuchma deepened, to jointly open a restored Orthodox
cathedral with President Kuchma in Khersonesos, the site
of an ancient Greek colony on the southern tip of the
Crimea Peninsula just outside Sevastopol, where it is said
Grand Prince Volodymyr the Great was baptized in the
10th century.

The meeting was the second in a week between the
two presidents, who had met in Sochi, Russia, only days
before. That prompted a question as to why the two
were meeting so often lately, to which the Russian pres-
ident replied: “We shall be meeting even more often.”

The next day the two leaders were in Sevastopol,
which both the Russian Black Sea Fleet and the
Ukrainian naval forces call home, to mark Russia’s Navy
Day. The celebrations ended in controversy when
Moscow Mayor Yurii Luzhkov emphasized prior to his
departure from Sevastopol that the city and the entire
Crimean Peninsula are Russian territory and should be
part of Russia proper.

Ambassador Chernomyrdin issued a critical response
to Mr. Luzhkov’s statement a few days later in which he
called the Moscow mayor’s words a violation of law.

Mr. Putin again visited Ukraine for the 10th anniver-
sary celebrations of Ukrainian independence. He attended
a gala concert with the Ukrainian president and watched
a military parade in Kyiv from a reviewing stand on
Independence Square, along with Polish President
Aleksander Kwasniewski and Macedonian President
Boris Trajkovski.

Relations between Moscow and Kyiv hit a temporary
snag after a TU-154 Russian airliner traveling from Tel
Aviv to Novosibirsk on October 4 mysteriously explod-
ed and went down over the Black Sea a short distance
from the Georgian coast. The initial theory, possible in
the aftermath of the terrorist attacks in the U.S. less than
a month before, was that terrorists were responsible for

any complicity in the tragedy, President Kuchma said he
would acknowledge the findings of the Russian commis-
sion investigating the matter. He also said that, for the
time being, he would not accept the resignation of
Minister of Defense Kuzmuk, who had offered it twice in
the immediate days following the incident.

As the investigation proceeded and after fragments
from an S-200 military rocket were found in the Black
Sea along with the remains of the TU-154, Russian offi-
cials began to suspect that Ukraine was involved. Testing
done on scraps of the plane showed that holes found in
the plane’s fuselage matched the fragment pattern an S-
200 missile makes when it explodes and pierces an
object.

It took Ukraine a while to come around to full admis-
sion that it was responsible for the tragedy. While Prime
Minister Anatolii Kinakh said as soon as two days after
the incident that the possibility of Ukraine’s involvement
could not be ruled out during the investigation, the first
tangible sign that Ukraine’s stance was changing
occurred on March 13 when Gen. Kuzmuk admitted dur-
ing an unexpected press conference that evidence pointed
toward Ukraine.

“We do not know the cause of this tragedy today, but
we know that we are involved,” said the minister of
defense.

Yet, some in government continued to hem and haw.
Secretary of the National Security and Defense Council
Yevhen Marchuk continued to maintain as late as
October 22, after a special meeting of the Russian inves-
tigative commission in Sochi, that while all indications
pointed to Ukraine, a final decision should be withheld
until all the evidence was in. At about the same time
Russian President Putin said Ukraine should now admit it
was responsible for the disaster.

President Kuchma ended the matter for all practical
purposes when he went on national television on October
24 to acknowledge Ukraine’s full liability and to offer
apologies to Israelis and Russians affected by the tragedy.
He also announced that he had accepted the resignation
of Gen. Kuzmuk and several other high-ranking military
officials involved in the test exercises.

As the year ended, the several feathers that had been
ruffled in Russian-Ukrainian relations over the TU-154
incident were gently smoothed, and the two sides even
finally agreed to a delimitation of their common 1,925-
kilometer border – a thorny problem that had taken near-
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ly four years to resolve at the negotiating table. A final
border agreement will be drawn up after the equally
pesky task of delimiting the water boundary between the
two countries is completed.

The TU-154 incident was in the news again when
Israel’s Prime Minister Shimon Peres visited Ukraine on
December 26 for talks with Ukraine’s leaders on bilateral
relations and how they were affected by the downing of
the Russian airliner. The consensus was that Ukrainian-
Israeli relations had suffered no permanent damage as a
result of the accident, which killed scores of Israeli citi-
zens. Mr. Peres said he was satisfied with Ukraine’s hon-
est efforts to resolve outstanding issues and to compen-
sate families of the victims of the aircraft disaster. 

Another point of dispute between Moscow and Kyiv,
the problem of Ukraine’s natural gas trade with Russia
and its never-ending debt for the much-needed commodi-
ty, also seemed to be resolved in 2001, just as
Ambassador Chernomyrdin had promised it would when
he became Russia’s official emissary to Kyiv.

Prime Ministers Kinakh of Ukraine and Mikhail
Kasianov of Russia met on October 4 to find common
ground on the commercial portion of Ukraine’s debt to
Russia for natural gas consumption. They agreed that pri-
vate companies, most notably the quasi-public Naftohaz
Ukrainy, could reimburse Russia’s natural gas monopoly
for its accrued debt of $1.4 billion over the course of 12
years at an interest rate pegged to the rate of inflation
plus 1 percent. The two sides also agreed on a three-year
grace period before the payments were to begin.

That document, plus a Russian agreement to help
finance two Ukrainian reactors, one outside the city of
Khmelnytskyi, the other near Rivne, along with accords
on a joint aircraft retrofitting project and on new import
quotas for Ukrainian pipe products, made for a grand
time when President Kuchma traveled to Moscow for
celebrations of the 10th anniversary of the
Commonwealth of Independent States.

There Mr. Kuchma applauded closer ties between his
country and Russia during the last year and agreed to
cooperate with CIS countries in the fight against terror-
ism.

While the CIS has proven a weak tool for resolving
regional problems, and even though Ukraine remains an
associate member with active involvement only in the
Council of Heads of State and the Council of Heads of
Government, the Ukrainian president said he believes the
CIS has a future. “While problems within the CIS remain
10 years later, everybody here agrees that it is still need-
ed,” explained Mr. Kuchma.

Ironically or not, 10th anniversary celebrations of the
referendum that upheld Ukrainian independence in Kyiv
– which were held the day after Mr. Kuchma returned
from Moscow – were much more restrained and humble
affairs. 

A week later Chancellor Schroeder was in Kyiv to
visit Mr. Kuchma and reaffirm close relations between
Germany and Ukraine, a visit at least partly prompted by
Ukraine’s support for the war against terrorism the West
was waging in Afghanistan.

While most European Union states avoided Ukraine
this year, a delegation from the European Commission,
led by Romano Prodi and including the organization’s
External Affairs Commissioner Chris Patten, traveled to
Kyiv for a one-day briefing on February 14, a day after
Mr. Putin left. Mr. Patten said the EU delegation dis-
cussed Ukrainian economic reform with their hosts and
touched on human rights issues and the Gongadze affair,
but denied that the reason for the trip was to review the
accords signed between Russia and Ukraine.

Javier Solana, the EU’s foreign policy chief, visited
Ukraine just under six months later and said the EU
would do everything within its powers to improve the
country’s ties with the European community. He met with
both President Kuchma and Prime Minister Kinakh to lay
the groundwork for the EU-Ukraine summit scheduled
for Yalta in September.

He praised Kyiv for restructuring its debt with the
Paris Club of creditor nations and improving its standing
with the International Monetary Fund and the World
Bank. Mr. Solana said he believed “the country is moving
in the direction of positive reforms,” while acknowledg-
ing that “there is still a long way to go.” He also said the
European Union would consider Ukraine’s request to par-
ticipate in strategic air forces.

The EU-Ukraine summit of September 10-11 was the
third such event to take place, but the first one held in
Ukraine. It called on the two sides to begin moving from
plans and ideas to practical cooperation. Signing several
documents, the two sides agreed to work toward
Ukraine’s membership in the World Trade Organization,

“Poland can never be truly secure, unless Ukraine prospers as well.”

– Foreign Affairs Minister Wlodzimierz Cimoszewicz of Poland, as quoted in the
November 3 issue of The Economist, when speaking about his country’s relations with its
neighbors. 

“The brotherhood between Russia and Ukraine is not a legend, it is
a fact of history and, therefore, our common future is the future of two
European states that are closely connected with each other.”

– Russian President Vladimir Putin speaking in Kyiv on August 23, where he attended
celebrations of Ukraine’s anniversary of independence, as quoted by ITAR-TASS and cited
by RFE/RL Newsline.
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to resolve issues involved with illegal international
migration and to settle visa and border issues related to
eventual EU expansion to Ukraine’s western border.

The final memorandum also expressed expectations
that the European Bank for Reconstruction and
Development would finally come around to extending
Ukraine credit for the completion of nuclear reactors at
Khmelnytskyi and Rivne, which it had been awaiting
for nearly six years as the EBRD developed its condi-
tions.

The major requirement had been fulfilled the previous
December when Ukraine mothballed the last functioning
nuclear reactor at Chornobyl. But when the EBRD began
to pressure Kyiv with further requirements as 2001 pro-
ceeded, especially the need to triple electricity rates,
President Kuchma said enough was enough. He
announced on November 29, while at the CIS summit in
Moscow, that Ukraine had rejected the proposed $1.5 bil-
lion line of credit from the EBRD for completion of the
two Ukrainian nuclear reactors and had turned to Russia
to obtain the needed financing.

Mr. Kuchma explained that he was dissatisfied with
ever-changing demands placed before the country by the
EBRD and the European Union’s Euroatom agency.
During a press conference he called the final terms
offered by the EBRD unacceptable.

“Ukraine will never agree to these conditions, as they
would be eternal servitude for the country,” said Mr.
Kuchma, who added that Moscow could now take part in
the project “on any terms it likes.”

While still experiencing problems with European
organizations, nothing of the kind could be said of
Ukraine’s relationship with GUUAM, an organization it
helped found. Members of GUUAM, a loosely knit asso-
ciation of the states of Georgia, Uzbekistan, Ukraine,
Azerbaijan and Moldova, officially signed a historic
charter in Yalta on June 7, creating the first supranational
body in the region to which Russia did not belong.

Ukraine’s President Kuchma, who initiated the con-
cept and has worked hardest to bring it to fruition, said
the group’s main objective should be to coordinate joint
economic cooperation and trade development. The origi-
nal idea came from an effort to develop an international
transportation corridor along the route of the legendary
Silk Road, that once connected Asia with Europe.

One setback for Mr. Kuchma at the GUUAM summit
was the delay in instituting a free trade zone among the
member-states, something Mr. Kuchma had promoted.
Uzbekistan’s President Islam Karimov said at the con-
cluding press conference that more time was needed to
coordinate the mechanisms for freeing trade in the
region.

Ukraine was active in 2001 also in the United
Nations, where it occupied a chair for a second and final
year on the organization’s Security Council as a non-per-
manent member.

Most notably, it called for a special emergency session
of the Security Council on the day of the September 11
attack, which for security reasons was held outside the
international organization’s headquarters – at Ukraine’s
Mission to the U.N. The meeting resulted in the coordi-
nation of a U.N. response to the attack and a declaration
by the Security Council.

During its two years as a part of the Security Council,
Ukraine had led the effort to reform the U.N. body,
including granting the Central European region another
seat.

Ukraine’s Foreign Affairs Minister Zlenko reasserted
that goal during his address to the U.N. General
Assembly on November 18. “We will consistently advo-
cate the need to improve the Security Council’s methods
of work and to enlarge its membership. As a Central
European nation Ukraine will actively lobby for an addi-
tional seat on the council for the region,” Mr. Zlenko stat-
ed.

Canada, a strategic partner and one of the first to for-
mally exchange diplomatic notes with Ukraine when it
did so on January 27, 1992, sent its foreign minister to
Kyiv as the year ended – another sign that the West was
reinvigorating its relations with Ukraine – to commemo-
rate a decade of cooperation. Foreign Minister John
Manley visited Kyiv on December 5 and met with
Foreign Affairs Minister Zlenko and President Kuchma.
The purpose of the trip, as Mr. Zlenko explained, was to
enhance the special partnership between the two coun-
tries

“We’ve jointly come to the conclusion that the year
2002, the 10th anniversary of diplomatic relations
between Ukraine and Canada, will mark a new stage in
the further development of special relations,” explained
Mr. Zlenko, who emphasized the already close cultural

relations between the two countries as a result of a large
Ukrainian ethnic population that has existed in Canada
for much of its 125 years of independence.

Mr. Manley said Ukraine must not be left behind
Russia in the process of obtaining membership in the
World Trade Organization and that Canada would contin-
ue to support its effort to gain membership. He empha-
sized, however, that Ukraine still had to complete more
economic reforms and fulfill other conditions for entry.

Ukraine’s relations with China showed warming in
2001 after Chinese President Jiang Zemin visited Kyiv
on July 20-21. He enlisted Ukraine’s support for his
country’s opposition to the U.S. missile defense shield
plans and preservation of the ABM treaty in a joint decla-
ration of friendship and cooperation signed by the two
sides. Presidents Jiang and Kuchma discussed a wide
variety of issues in the political, social and economic
realms, and agreed on an extradition treaty and an accord
on cooperation in tourism.

Ukrainian experts noted that it was not a coincidence
that Mr. Jiang made his visit – one stop on his tour of for-
mer Soviet republics – at the same time the United States
was pressuring its partners to support the new missile
defense shield.

U.S. National Security Advisor Condoleezza Rice
stopped in Ukraine four days after the Chinese presi-
dent’s departure on her way to Russia. During meetings
with President Kuchma and Prime Minister Kinakh in
Kyiv, Dr. Rice praised Ukraine’s recent economic
achievements.

“I know that you have had a difficult time shepherding
through the economic reforms that you are undertaking
here in Ukraine,” said Dr. Rice. “I am here to encourage
you on behalf of President [George W.] Bush to continue
to push forward all these reforms.”

Dr. Rice said Ukraine needed to proceed with a “trans-
parent” investigation into the death of Mr. Gongadze, the
missing Internet journalist, and to conclude free and fair
parliamentary elections in March 2002, which she said
“would make a tremendous difference in Ukraine’s stand-
ing in the world, to the investment climate here and
toward building a European vision that we all have for
Ukraine.”

The U.S. Security Council chief also called on Ukraine
to halt arms supplies to Macedonia so as not to cause
escalation of military conflict in the Balkan region.

The visit by Dr. Rice, the highest-ranking U.S. official
to travel to Ukraine in 2001, was a part of continuing
bilateral strategic relations between Washington and
Kyiv, which also included FBI assistance in the
Gongadze case (see section on the Gongadze case), as
well as the continued extension of financial aid and
expert advice.

Part of that assistance has been directed at supporting
Ukraine’s effort to rid itself of its nuclear arsenal, a
seven-year-long process that culminated in 2001 with the
dismantling of the last TU-160 bombers and the destruc-
tion of the last SS-24 ICBM missile silos. Both projects
were part of the Cooperative Threat Reduction Program.

The last TU-160 strategic bomber was de-commis-
sioned at Pryluky Air Base on February 3, when a U.S.-
made Caterpillar excavator fitted with a giant scissor-like
tool snipped the nose cone and the tail of the last func-
tioning TU-160 in Ukraine – during its time one of the
most feared pieces in the Soviet military arsenal.

On October 30 came the end of another chapter of the
Cold War, when the Bechtel Corp., in cooperation with
the Ukrainian military, destroyed the last SS-24 ICBM
missile silo located just outside the city of Pervomaisk in
the Mykolaiv Oblast. The missiles had been removed
from their silos earlier.

The United States also showed its support for a deci-
sion by the Verkhovna Rada to undertake radical land
reform and the approval of a new Land Code on October
25 by announcing six days later that it would allot $14.5
million to Ukraine to hasten the process of land privatiza-
tion and defray some of the costs. The money is expected
to help about 1.8 million Ukrainians receive land certifi-
cates within a 24 to 27-month period.

However, not all was completely rosy in U.S.-Ukraine
relations, particularly in the area of intellectual rights and
audio/video recording piracy in Ukraine, an unresolved
point of friction for several years that came to a head in
2001. In September Washington demanded that Ukraine
do more to stop illegal piracy of music CDs and comput-
er software or face U.S. sanctions in November if new
laws weren’t enacted. Washington then delayed the trade
penalties by a month when it became apparent that new
legislation was imminent.

Ukraine had been slowly moving to curb the bootleg
market in high-tech audio technology for nearly a year,

Among the foreign leaders who visited Kyiv during
2001 were: (from top) Russian President Vladimir
Putin, who visited several times, including on August
23-24, when he attended Ukraine’s Independence Day
festivities with President Leonid Kuchma; German
Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder, seen upon his arrival
on December 6 with Ukrainian Prime Minister
Anatolii Kinakh; and Chinese President Jiang Zemin, 

who met with President Kuchma on July 20-21. 
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but the Parliament had been dragging its feet on new leg-
islation, partly because of fears that their own bootlegged
products would merely be replaced with Russian materi-
als and partly because the political left did not feel a need
to respond to U.S. demands.

A bill on the matter was voted down by the Verkhovna
Rada on November 22, resulting in renewed threats from
the U.S. to begin sanctions on December 1. The deadline
was pushed back to December 12 after a version of a new
bill passed initial review in the Parliament on November
29. After the Parliament failed, twice, to approve the bill
on December 20, the Office of the U.S. Trade
Representative announced that trade sanctions would be
imposed on January 23, 2002.

During 2001 the United States continued to support
the Kharkiv Initiative, a project developed to support the
Kharkiv region after Ukraine agreed in 1999 not to sup-
ply Iran with large turbines for a nuclear power plant.
The U.S. continued to promote business exchanges and
support for local entrepreneurial activity.

The United States also supplied relief to the
Transcarpathian region after floods devastated the area
early in the spring.

Ukraine responded to the September 11 terrorist attacks
on the U.S. by giving its full support to a global war against
terrorism and becoming part of the alliance. President
Kuchma, while indicating Ukrainian soldiers would not
take part in ground action in Afghanistan after the suffering
the Ukrainian SSR’s soldiers endured during the Soviet-
Afghan War, did, however, give permission for limited U.S.
access to Ukrainian air space for transport of cargo.

Ukrainian citizens also expressed deep sympathy and
support for the thousands who perished and for those who
survived the World Trade Center and the Pentagon calami-
ties by placing scores, if not hundreds, of flowers, bou-
quets and handwritten greetings before the U.S. Embassy
in Kyiv in the days immediately following the tragedy.

The show of support continued with a requiem concert
at the National Opera House in Kyiv held in accordance
with Ukrainian tradition on the 40th day since the tragedy
(October 22) and attended by U.S. Ambassador Carlos
Pascual. The Odesa Philharmonic, conducted by
American Earle Hobart, performed. Then on December
11, the 90th day since the terrorist act, the U.S. Embassy
sponsored a memorial service at St. Alexander’s Roman
Catholic Cathedral in Kyiv that was attended by repre-
sentatives of the international diplomatic community,
Ukrainian government officials and Ukrainian citizens.
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face. While the scale of the reconstruction of
Independence Square impressed most people, the project
did not come without controversy.

The first hints that problems existed surfaced when an
archaeologist revealed that the architectural plans called
for the destruction of much of the ancient Liadski Gates
buried beneath the square. Mykhailo Zahaiduk said on
April 6, as the old square was being dug up, that city
planners had failed to take adequate measures to ensure
that the remains of the Liadski Gates were not disturbed.

Mr. Zahaiduk, an archaeologist, explained that during
an earlier archaeological excavation his team had discov-
ered the gates during hurried work at the square when it
was last renovated in 1981 and conducted under tight
deadlines similar to those current work crews had to
meet. At that time the archaeological site was reburied
with the stated intention of properly restoring the site at
some later date.

Mr. Zahaiduk explained that he and his colleagues
believed that new construction plans were such that a
small representative portion of the gate would be pre-
served and the rest destroyed and hauled away – some-
thing that he called a crime. The group called on city offi-
cials to give archaeologists time to do a proper archaeo-
logical dig to record and preserve the artifacts.

The archaeologists lost their battle, and the plans ulti-
mately did not need to be changed after a dump truck
bumped up against the ancient remains and knocked
them down. Some said it was truly an unfortunate acci-
dent, while some unnamed workers said the incident was
far from inadvertent. As had been envisioned in the origi-
nal plans, a portion of the main wall of the Liadski Gates
was preserved and made available for viewing through a
display at the center of the square.

Another disaster – this one with more human costs –
occurred on July 12 when a 60-ton concrete platform col-
lapsed, badly injuring two workers. The accident hap-
pened after a sand slide destabilized the platform, which
was the foundation for the monument to St. Michael the
Archangel that dominated the forward part of the north-
ern portion of the square. The sand slide buried two
workers who were saved by their colleagues who worked
feverishly to uncover them.

By mid-summer, extensive renovation of the central
railroad station was on schedule for completion, as were
facelifts of many city parks, memorials and historical
buildings. With most of the city center dominated by
some sort of reconstruction, traffic snarls and roadblocks

became the norm, which caused more than a little grum-
bling by commuters.

Although many had snickered with doubt as to such a
possibility, the city made all its deadlines and everything
was ready on time. Independence Square – dominated by
marble and bleached granite, and the 60-foot pillar with the
green and gilded female figure atop it – opened on August
23. Those present included President Kuchma and his hon-
ored guest, Polish President Aleksander Kwasniewski,
along with an entourage of Ukrainian state leaders. 

Kyiv Mayor Oleksander Omelchenko, whose stature
as a politician who gets things done continued to climb
with his successful completion of the various projects,
opened the ceremony, which was highlighted by the
release of hundreds of pigeons, a colorful daytime fire-
works display and an exhibition by Ukrainian youth and
sports ensembles.

President Kuchma said the new monument on
Independence Square symbolized not only independence,
but “liberty, faith and beauty, respect for human intelli-
gence and human toil.”

He said the figure also should come to represent the
unity of the various ethnic and religious groupings in the
country.

The opening of the square was part of a packed day of
events for the Ukrainian president, as 10th anniversary
celebrations began to reach full stride on the eve of the
big day. In the morning the president attended a moleben
at St. Sophia Church, where all of Ukraine’s major reli-
gious confessions were represented. Afterwards he pro-
ceeded to the memorial to St. Volodymyr the Great,
which overlooks the Dnipro River, for another prayer
service and then placed flowers at the monuments to
Ukraine’s national bard, Taras Shevchenko, and its first
president, Mykhailo Hrushevsky.

After lunch Presidents Kuchma and Kwasniewski,
joined by two more state leaders, Vladimir Putin of
Russia and Boris Trajkovski of Macedonia, attended a
jubilee concert at the Ukraina Palace concert hall. Mr.
Kuchma gave a 50-minute discourse on the accomplish-
ments of the last decade and what still awaits the country
in its transformation to an independent, sovereign and
free-market democracy. The concert featured perform-
ances by artists and ensembles representing various
regions and diverse ethnic groups of Ukraine.

The previous day, in another highlight of the week’s
commemorations, the same members of the Verkhovna
Rada who had carried a large blue-and-yellow Ukrainian
flag into the session hall 10 years ago after the lawmakers
voted to leave the Soviet Union and declare an independ-
ent state, re-enacted the historic event to mighty applause
during a ceremonial session of the Verkhovna Rada.

A good portion of the Kyiv diplomatic corps, along
with most of the past and present members of Parliament,
as well as President Kuchma and Prime Minister Anatolii
Kinakh, the Cabinet of Ministers, and the judges of both
the Supreme Court and the Constitutional Court were on
hand to view the proceedings, which included an address
by Chairman Ivan Pliusch.

The session also included the reading of a proclama-
tion – addressed by the Verkhovna Rada to the
Parliaments of the world – by National Deputy Ihor
Yukhnovsky, who in 1991 had headed the caucus of
national deputies that successfully battled for the declara-
tion of independence.

Events surrounding the 10th anniversary celebrations
had actually begun several weeks before the August 24
date. There were children’s workshops and art festivals
throughout the summer, which were dedicated to inde-
pendence. The official first day of the central events sur-
rounding Independence Day was the Third World Forum
of Ukrainians, which opened on August 18 with 600 del-
egates and a like number of guests from around the world
in attendance (see diaspora section for full story).

Much controversy surrounded the forum, including the
opening address by President Kuchma, during which he
was heckled extensively by the crowd, and a second pres-
entation, this one by Ukrainian World Congress President
Askold Lozynskyj, which drew hearty applause, at least
from the diaspora portion of the audience.

The renowned Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus of America
was the center of a lesser debacle when organizers of the
World Forum of Ukrainians jubilee concert demanded
that the group cut its scheduled repertoire of songs. The
Detroit-based men’s chorus agreed, but only after voicing
displeasure with the changes and the manner in which the
concert was organized.

The bandurists performed at several other venues dur-
ing what they termed a successful week in Kyiv, includ-
ing an Independence Day concert on Mykhailivsky
Square, the Teacher’s Building, the residence of the U.S.
ambassador and St. Michael’s Golden-Domed Sobor.

Independent Ukraine 
celebrates a decade 

Although planning for Ukraine’s 10th anniversary of
independence in some instances began a full year
prior to the celebration and in others even earlier,

the first tangible evidence that the country was gearing up
for a special event occurred with the onset of construction
of Kyiv’s central plaza, Independence Square.

Most plans were centered on the nation’s capital and
the main ones called for a new central square and a reno-
vated Kyiv central train station, as well as a general
facelift for the city. 

Unfortunately, even these preparations for a grand cel-
ebration, like almost everything in the life of Kyiv in
2001 were tainted by events surrounding the disappear-
ance of the journalist Heorhii Gongadze.

Independence Square was sealed off with a large green
construction wall in late January – at least a month earlier
than had been originally planned – when protesters calling
for the removal of President Leonid Kuchma in connec-
tion with the Gongadze affair, began to reassemble a tent
city on the square in mid-January after a similar one was
torn down prior to the New Year holiday.

With the walls up, the only glimpse Kyivans had of
what was being done to the country’s symbol of inde-
pendence was quick peeks through temporarily open
worker entryways as giant trucks lumbered out.

Plans for the new plaza called for the construction of a
pantheon of Ukrainian historical figures on the south side
of the plaza, behind which the new Ukrainian Historical
Museum would stand. Rising before the pantheon, at the
center of Independence Square, would be a 60-foot col-
umn, atop which would stand a female-inspired figure
representing “Lady Independence.”

Several small fountains surrounding the remains of the
ancient southern gates to medieval Kyiv were to domi-
nate the south side of the Khreschatyk. A giant subter-
ranean shopping mall was planned for beneath the sur-

The new monument unveiled in Kyiv on the occasion 
of the 10th anniversary of Ukraine’s independence.

AP/Viktor Pobedinsky



On the domestic front in Ukraine, the only story for at
least the first three months of 2001 was the mystery
surrounding the case of the missing and presumably

murdered Ukrainian journalist Heorhii Gongadze (see sepa-
rate section on the Gongadze case), who was the founder of
the Internet newspaper Ukrainska Pravda. It dominated
most domestic politics in Ukraine, perhaps with the excep-
tion of fiscal matters, and for a time paralyzed official Kyiv
for all practical purposes.

The Gongadze affair and a parallel scandal concerning a
series of digital recordings allegedly made in President
Leonid Kuchma’s office by Maj. Mykola Melnychenko, a
presidential bodyguard, which seemed to implicated the
head of state and his top officials in the disappearance of
Mr. Gongadze, threatened to force them from office.

In the end it resulted in the dismissal of several highly
placed law enforcement officials, including Leonid
Derkach, the head of the Security Service of Ukraine, and
his subordinate, Volodymyr Shepel, who headed the presi-
dential security detail, both of whom were fired on
February 10. Mr. Derkach was seen by political experts to
be a sacrificial lamb thrown to the anti-Kuchma forces to
satiate them, which did not happen. He was considered one
of the key players in the Gongadze investigation who either
badly bumbled the investigation or poorly covered up offi-
cial involvement. Mr. Shepel was the head of the detail to
which Mr. Melnychenko belonged.

Volodymyr Radchenko, who earlier had held the posi-
tion of head of the Security Service of Ukraine, was imme-
diately named to replace Mr. Derkach.

Another key law enforcement official, Minister of
Internal Affairs Yurii Kravchenko, the longest serving min-
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Ukraine’s politicians were asked to comment on
what they think is the greatest achievement of
10 years of Ukrainian independence.

Following are some of the responses gathered by
Roman Woronowycz of the Kyiv Press Bureau, with
the assistance of Liuda Liulko.

Leonid Kravchuk, the first president of independ-
ent Ukraine:

“There is a country called Ukraine, and that is all
that is important. We can discuss the details and
debate the negatives and positives, but nobody can
disagree today with the fact that Ukraine is a country
found on the map of the world, a European country.
Furthermore, in 10 years we have had the good for-
tune to have avoided foreign conflict and domestic
strife. But I repeat here, the most important element
remains that Ukraine exists.”

Ivan Drach, a leader of Rukh in the years just
before and after independence, head of the State
Committee on Radio and Television:

“The biggest accomplishment? That the country has
survived these 10 years. That is it. What else can there
be?” 

National Deputy Les Taniuk, former stage director
who was part of the Rukh movement from its begin-
nings :

“The main achievement was the end of the empire –
the end of the Soviet Union. It was an achievement
propelled by a desire for independence primarily on
the part of Ukraine, the Baltic states and Georgia. It
was a monumental historical moment. The second one
is that Ukraine appeared on the European map not
through violent overthrow but by a vote, a national ref-
erendum. And when we began to analyze that vote we
saw that while more than 90 percent of ethnic
Ukrainians voted for independence, 80 percent of eth-
nic Russians living in Ukraine did as well. And Jews
were at about 90 percent in support, while Tatar sup-
port came out to some 96 percent. It turned out that not
only did Ukrainians want out [of the Soviet Union],
but Jews, Tatars, Russians and Germans did too.”

National Deputy Taras Chornovil, son of Vyacheslav
Chornovil, the late leader of the Rukh Party:

“I would say the biggest achievement is the basic
fact of independence, but I do not believe the inde-
pendence we gained has been developed properly
these past 10 years.” 

National Deputy Stepan Khmara, a leader of the
opposition to President Leonid Kuchma: 

“The positive aspect is that the international com-
munity de jure has recognized Ukraine as an inde-
pendent state for 10 years. This has huge historical
implications. But independence needs to be filled with
content. Much still needs to be done so that Ukraine
gets that leadership which will make it what it
deserves to be.”

Former Prime Minister Viktor Yuschenko:
“The most important is that Ukraine is a country

on the map of the world. It is a known entity. I
understand the pessimism that is evident in the
country. But remember, 10 years is absolutely a
kid’s age. It is a young country. That does not mean,
however, that the leadership can use that as an
excuse for certain failures. On the other hand, a lot
has been accomplished. It is just that a lot still needs
to be done.”

Levko Lukianenko, chairman of the Ukrainian
Republican Party, former Soviet political prisoner,
former national deputy, former ambassador to
Canada:

“The main thing is that Ukraine has established
itself legally. It has also accomplished many things: it
created a government system, a court system, a leg-
islative system and a Constitutional Court.” 

Petro Symonenko, chairman of the Communist
Party of Ukraine:

“Of course there are achievements. The gross
domestic product has fallen by two times. The num-
ber of heads of cattle on Ukrainian farms has fallen
by two-thirds. Industrial output is down by 15 per-
cent to 20 percent. The average pay for a worker is
$50 U.S. and for a pensioner a whopping $20 per
month. Our government is considered the most cor-
rupt in Europe and the world. These are unique
achievements that we should be proud of as we move
toward Europe.” 

On the significance of 10 years
The first event of any magnitude connected to the

jubilee celebrations had occurred on August 16, when the
Fifth World Congress of Ukrainian Youth Organizations
opened in Kyiv with some 500 delegates from 25 coun-
tries in attendance. Among the 75 organizations officially
represented were such diverse and eclectic groups as the
Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization, the Ukrainian
Youth Association (SUM), the Sich Ukrainian Children’s
Society, the Association of Young Entrepreneurs of
Ukraine and the Children’s Mountaineering Movement.

One of those groups, SUM, held an international gath-
ering of its members, called a “World Zlet” to celebrate
Ukraine’s 10th. Well over 200 delegates from three conti-
nents assembled for the opening on August 16 in the city
of Lviv on Freedom Square. In the next days they dis-
persed throughout western Ukraine to visit the lands
where their forefathers had lived before reuniting near the
Carpathian Hutsul town of Yaremche for a giant ceremo-
nial bonfire. The next day the group left by train for the
capital city and the finale of 10th anniversary celebrations.

August 24 in Kyiv began under a bright late-summer
sky with the largest military parade in Ukraine’s short
history proceeding down the city’s main thoroughfare,
the Khreschatyk, which was jammed with more than
50,000 revelers getting an early start on a day filled with
festivities and parties.

Minister of Defense Oleksander Kuzmuk began the
spectacle with a military review and a short presenta-
tion. After him came the goose-stepping soldiers – more
than 4,000 in all from every branch of the military – fol-
lowed by a steady stream of various military hardware,
including giant missiles, howitzers and Ukraine’s noted
T-84 main battle tanks. The first part of the two-and-a-
half-hour show concluded with a military flyover of 42
military aircraft of all sizes, including the MiG-29 fight-
er jet and the AN-225 Mria, the largest cargo aircraft in
the world.

The second half of the parade featured some of
Ukraine’s best-known singers on floats in a display of
song and pageantry. They were followed by Ukrainian
Olympic champions and young athletes showing off
their talents, which culminated in a gymnastics display
before the main reviewing stand, where Presidents
Kuchma of Ukraine, Putin of Russia and Trajkovski of
Macedonia stood, along with a whole array of Ukraine’s
state leaders.

Increasingly larger crowds – which reached more than
half a million by day’s end, according to official esti-
mates – filled the city center to view rock and pop con-
certs throughout the downtown area in the early evening
hours. A huge fireworks salute capped the festivities.

On the domestic front:
paralyzed by scandal

ister in the Kuchma administration and a close confidante
of the president, hung on for just over a month longer
before receiving his walking papers on March 26. President
Kuchma had quashed rumors of the dismissal that had
flown about for nine days before finally telling reporters
that he had accepted Mr. Kravchenko’s resignation.

“Mr. Kravchenko several times had expressed his desire
to resign,” explained Mr. Kuchma, who added that his top
cop would eventually get another post in the government.
Coincidentally or not, the demonstrations and protests over
the Gongadze affair began to dissipate with the removal of
Mr. Kravchenko. 

Yurii Smirnov, a subordinate, replaced Mr. Kravchenko,
and the new minister soon had his own problems in the
Gongadze matter after he told reporters on May 16 that the
Gongadze case had been solved and the murderers identi-
fied. Unfortunately, as he explained, the killers were also
dead.

Several days later, after taking much heat for his com-
ments, Mr. Smirnov backpedaled and said that he had not
been making an official statement but merely putting for-
ward a personal opinion, which was not grounded in fact.

A third leading law enforcement official, the powerful
Procurator General Mykhailo Potebenko, survived in his
post on February 22 after the Verkhovna Rada, in five sepa-
rate votes, failed to achieve the majority needed to oust
him.

The Gongadze affair and the tape scandal peaked on
March 9 when a series of violent mass demonstrations
rocked Kyiv on the anniversary of the birthday of the coun-
try’s national bard, Taras Shevchenko. The violence, in
which militia twice clashed with protesters calling for the
resignation of President Kuchma, first in the morning at
Shevchenko Park, where the president had been scheduled
to lay flowers to the monument there, and then later that
afternoon before the Presidential Administration Building.
The two confrontations, which included a Molotov cocktail
attack against militia officers answered with tear gas, left 35

Prime Minister Viktor Yuschenko leaves the Verkhovna
Rada a few minutes after the Communist-dominated
Parliament voted no-confidence in his government on 

April 26.

AP/Efrem Lukatsky



militia officers and 60 demonstrators hospitalized. That
evening law enforcement officials conducted sweeps of the
offices of opposition political organizations and of trains
leaving the city and arrested 200, mostly young people,
including the leader of the Ukrainian National Assembly-
Ukrainian National Self-Defense Organization (UNA-
UNSO) political organization.

The March 9 incidents were the culmination of three
months of almost weekly demonstrations, which included
the pitching of two tent cities, one on Independence Square
and the other astride it. Law enforcement officials
destroyed both days after they were constructed. At one
point young members of a heretofore-unknown political
group swept down on one camp, pulling up tent stakes and
knocking down Ukrainian flags. Many witnesses said the
attackers were students from the Internal Affairs Ministry
academy in Kyiv tasked with the job.

As the anti-Kuchma movement grew, several support
organizations developed. Generally they were composed of
the same members and the same political organizations.
Both the Ukraine Without Kuchma organization and the
Forum for National Salvation were led by representatives of
the Socialist Party of Oleksander Moroz, and included the
Sobor Party, the Batkivschyna Party, UNA-UNSO and the
Schyt Batkivschyny political organization.

The anti-Kuchma forces were adept at gathering up to
10,000 or so demonstrators in Kyiv for mass protests, but
they failed to ignite a nationwide movement and never
found the support to seriously threaten the presidency of
Mr. Kuchma after March 9.

With the Gongadze affair still in the political undercur-
rent, although off the front pages of the news, the Labor
Ukraine Party, which is politically close to the president and
includes the president’s son-in-law in its leadership, hired
Kroll Associates, a private U.S. detective firm, to investi-
gate the crime as well as the Melnychenko tapes. The
detective agency announced on September 25 that it could
find no evidence to suggest a link between President
Kuchma and the Internet journalist.

“There is no conclusive evidence to show that President
Kuchma ordered or was otherwise involved in the murder
of Heorhii Gongadze,” stated the 50-page report. It also
found that Mr. Melnychenko could not have acted alone in
producing the tapes.

The Procurator General’s Office released the results of
its own investigation into the complicity of Mr. Kuchma,
his Chief of Staff Volodymyr Lytvyn and ex-Minister of
Internal Affairs Kravchenko, and found all three beyond
reproach in the matter. Assistant Procurator General Oleksii
Bahanets said in a letter to the dead journalist’s mother,
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Tymoshenko, who as vice prime minister had done much to
reform the energy sector and to increase tax revenues, was a
controversial choice for the post and was never looked
upon kindly by the president in her 13 months in office.

Ms. Tymoshenko became closely involved in the effort
to remove Mr. Kuchma from office and was a leading
founder of the Forum for National Salvation, actions that
only increased the president’s distrust of her as the second
in command of the government.

She was arrested and jailed on February 13 on charges
that she offered Mr. Lazarenko more than $80 million in
bribes while he was prime minister, allegations that
Oleksander Turchynov, her political colleague in the
Batkivschyna Party she leads, categorically denied. Her
husband, who headed United Energy Systems after Ms.
Tymoshenko entered politics, had been arrested in
September on charges of financial improprieties.

Ms. Tymoshenko vowed to take her case to the Supreme
Court to protest what she considered an illegal arrest, based
on her assertion that she was taken from her sick bed to
prison.

She was released on March 27 after six weeks of incar-
ceration when a local judge ruled that prosecutors had given
insufficient substantiation for the need to keep her in jail.
While prosecutors appealed the decision, they reassigned
Ms. Tymoshenko to house arrest.

Ms. Tymoshenko immediately entered a hospital to be
treated for an ulcer, of which she had complained in jail.
She received more good news on April 2 when Ukraine’s
Supreme Court ordered her released from all detention
and/or guard. The highest criminal court in Ukraine ruled
that the decision to incarcerate Ms. Tymoshenko was
unconstitutional because it had been made in a secretive
and illegal manner. The final ruling came after the prosecu-
tor’s office had successfully appealed the initial ruling,
which had resulted in a guard being place outside Ms.
Tymoshenko’s hospital room.

Eventually all charges against Ms. Tymoshenko were
dropped for insufficient evidence. By the end of the year
she had redirected her political efforts into a Tymoshenko
political bloc and was preparing for March 2002 parliamen-
tary elections.

Mr. Yuschenko, who had never fully accepted Ms.
Tymoshenko’s dismissal, followed his first vice prime min-
ister out of office just over three months later, on April 26.

The storm cloud over Mr. Yuschenko initially gathered
earlier in the year when Labor Ukraine leader Serhii
Tyhypko began to press the prime minister to reorganize his
Cabinet of Ministers into a coalition government, which
Mr. Yuschenko resisted.

ousted in a parliamentary vote of no-confidence.
As he left the Verkhovna Rada building, a regular citizen

again after leading the government for 16 months, Mr.
Yuschenko was greeted by some 15,000 supporters chanti-
ng, “Yuschenko, Yuschenko!” He told the crowd that he
was not embarrassed with what he had accomplished dur-
ing his time in office.

“A year ago I had said we would move strongly on a
program of national well-being. I said that I would not be
embarrassed when the end came and to face the nation.
Today that time has come,” explained Mr. Yuschenko,
whose government oversaw a 6 percent growth in the econ-
omy during 2000, the first ever in independent Ukraine.

Mr. Yuschenko agreed to stay on as head of a caretaker
government while a replacement who could be approved by
the Verkhovna Rada was sought. It took a month of exten-
sive consultations with political and parliamentary leaders
and the vetting of several candidates before President
Kuchma announced on May 21 that he had nominated
Anatolii Kinakh, the leader of the League of Industrialists
and Entrepreneurs, who had briefly been first vice prime
minister in the last days of the government of Prime
Minister Valerii Pustovoitenko.

The Verkhovna Rada easily approved Mr. Kinakh on
May 29, but his confirmation was overshadowed by an
executive order issued by President Kuchma the same day,
which instituted a system of state secretaries in the Cabinet
of Ministers.

In what the presidential administration called administra-
tive reform, Mr. Kuchma ordered that a position be estab-
lished a notch below the top in all the ministries, including
the office of prime minister. These presidential appointees
named to five-year terms would be responsible for the day-
to-day administration of the office. President Kuchma
called it a much-needed structural change within the execu-
tive branch to give some administrative stability to the gov-
ernment.

“Governments will come and go, but stability will
remain,” explained Mr. Kuchma. Critics of the move said
that now the president’s men would control all the depart-
ments of the government, which would leave the ministers
and the prime minister ineffective political puppets.

Prime Minister Kinakh maintained most of the policies
instituted by his predecessor, even though he slowed the
process of reforms, and the hot Ukrainian economy contin-
ued to sizzle even as the world economy cooled. By mid-
year the economy was growing at about 10 percent and
would end the year showing a 9 percent growth in GDP.
Just as important, inflation remained negligible, reaching
only about 5 percent for the year.

Foreign investment also showed some strength in 2001,
in the first six months recording a 1.6-fold increase over the
same period of the previous year, bringing it to a total of
$4.3 million, which still remained paltry when compared to
Poland, which had nearly $80 million in foreign investment
by the same time.

Leading the list of foreign investors in Ukraine were the
United States, the Netherlands, Germany, Great Britain and
Russia.

Ukraine’s agricultural sector, which responded positively
to a presidential decree on structural reform within the sec-
tor at the end of 2000, led the movement of Ukraine’s econ-
omy upward. The sector had its best year in more than a
decade as well as its biggest grain harvest, which reached
38 million tons.

Farmers were given another boost when the long-await-
ed Land Code was approved on October 25 after a tumul-
tuous political battle on the Verkhovna Rada floor that even
turned physical when Communists battled those supporting
the new land code before the final vote.

After successfully blocking a first attempt at a vote on
October 18, the Communists did all in their power to repeat
the success on October 25, but this time the parliamentary
leadership was determined to bring the issue to a close.

First Vice-Chairman Viktor Medvedchuk told the session
that “We will vote on this bill today, one way or another,”
which would later be grounds for the leftist forces to appeal
to the Constitutional Court to review the legality of the pro-
cedures used.

The Communists, however, were inclined to use whatev-
er means necessary to block the vote, and they did, includ-
ing stealing voting ballots and urns prior to a written vote,
which was declared after a floor vote was blocked when
someone disconnected the voting system. A vote was final-
ly tallied using an unorthodox “signature vote” during
which national deputies signed their names under a “yea”
or “nay” category.

The historic Land Code, which was approved with 232
votes supporting it, legalized the private ownership of land
with all generally associated rights of investiture and estab-
lished January 1, 2005, as the moment when the sale of

“Your time is over. The political and moral failure of your rule can
be seen not so much in the ‘tape scandal’ as in the alienation of
power from the people, from their needs and spirit. ... [The tape itself]
is a trifle. The important thing is that virtually nobody doubts [its
authenticity] and no voice of real indignation has been heard – even
from your side.”

– Ukraine’s PEN Club in a letter to President Leonid Kuchma, as quoted by Interfax
on February 7 and cited by RFE/RL Poland, Belarus and Ukraine Report.

Lesia, that his agency had reviewed the Melnychenko tape
recordings and determined that the allegations were false.

A good example of how everything on the political scene
in the first half of the year was viewed through the prism of
the Gongadze affair was the series of events surrounding
Yulia Tymoshenko, the controversial business tycoon-
turned-politician who had been closely associated with
Pavlo Lazarenko before he fled to the United States, where
he was arrested and now awaits trial on money laundering
charges.

Ms. Tymoshenko held the post of first vice prime minis-
ter in the government of Prime Minister Viktor Yuschenko
before being dismissed by President Kuchma on January 19
in connection with criminal charges of smuggling, forgery
and tax evasion, which the Procurator General’s Office had
leveled against her. While President Kuchma said that his
prime minister had concurred in the decision, Mr.
Yuschenko never publicly accepted the arrest and took five
days to sign the order.

The firing came after an investigation was begun on
January 5 into Ms. Tymoshenko’s activities while she was
chairman of United Energy Systems, a gas and oil consor-
tium that was closely associated with Mr. Lazarenko. Ms.

The prime minister, who had great success in imple-
menting long-delayed economic reforms, making the gov-
ernment more transparent and in stimulating economic
growth, had made enemies by stepping on the toes of many
a business oligarch as he reorganized the energy sector and
brought it out of the shadows. He was also criticized for
moving ahead with political decisions without sufficient
consensus and with failing to cooperate with the
Parliament.

On April 19 the Parliament left his government hanging
by a thread after it voted to support a resolution initiated by
the Communist faction criticizing its performance in 2000.
The lawmakers scheduled a motion of no confidence for
April 26, an action that became a fait accompli after
President Kuchma failed to back his prime minister 100
percent, and instead said that Mr. Yuschenko’s problem was
that he had not learned to work with the Verkhovna Rada
and would have to do so quickly or lose his job. The prime
minister did not discover the compromise that would have
saved his government and was removed on April 26 as an
unlikely coalition of Communists and pro-business parties
led by Labor Ukraine joined to oust him in a 263-69 vote –
the first time a head of government in Ukraine had been
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ued for most of the year, with the president winning a victo-
ry of sorts when the lawmakers acquiesced to a 50-50
mixed system after the president vetoed other suggestions
four times.

In the system, which is the same as the one currently in
place, 50 percent of the 450 seats in the Parliament will be
filled by national deputies elected from 225 representational
districts, while the other 225 seats will be filled by political
parties, based on the percentage of the vote they gain in the
March 31 elections, to be split-up by those parties that gath-
er at least 4 percent of the popular vote.

A battle also occurred over how long the campaign sea-
son should officially last, with the president successfully
holding out for a shorter 90-day season, while the lawmak-
ers wanted 180 days, the length of the campaign prior to the
1998 vote.

The signing of the new elections law during the first
week of November roughly coincided with the beginning
of many a campaign, not only because of the obvious sym-
bolism, but because many politicians had already geared
their efforts to a 180-day run and were not willing to
change strategies and schedules.

The Committee of Ukrainian Voters, which announced
in September that it would monitor the political campaigns
and the elections as it has in the past years, said that its
fieldworkers had already recorded campaign violations.

Among those noted were such improprieties as illegal
gift-giving in the form of products and services to voters,
and the use of pressure tactics by factory managers and
farm directors upon workers to join one or another party.

Much preparation for the elections was taking place
within political parties even before the fall. On June 9, as
lawmakers prepared for summer recess, the two Rukh par-
ties — the National Rukh of Ukraine and the Ukrainian
National Rukh — which had split in 1998 just days prior to
the death of longtime leader Vyacheslav Chornovil,
announced they would reunite after the elections and would
form an election bloc for the run-off.

A little more than a month later, on July 15, ex-Prime
Minister Viktor Yuschenko told reporters while sitting atop
the highest peak in Ukraine, Mount Hoverlia in the
Carpathian Mountains, that he would head an election bloc
consisting of the two Rukhs, the Reform and Order Party
and the Congress of Ukrainian Nationalists. The bloc was
formally registered in August. Before the end of the year,
the Liberal Party also had joined the coalition, as had half a
dozen more minor parties.

Several days later, leaders of several pro-presidential
political parties, commonly regarded as the power bases of
several of Ukraine’s business oligarchs, announced they
would unite for the elections in what eventually was called
the For a United Ukraine bloc. The group included Serhii
Tyhypko of the Labor Ukraine Party; Mykola Azarov, the
current head of the Tax Administration and leader of the
Regions of Ukraine Party; Mykhailo Hladii, former vice
prime minister and chairman of the Agricultural Party; and
ex-Prime Minister Valerii Pustovoitenko, currently the

land would become legal.
The law, however, would not allow for the sale of more

than 100 hectares until 2010. Until that time foreigners
would be barred from taking part in land transactions.

Most experts agreed that the Parliament would need to
pass another 30 to 35 laws in support of the new code to
make it effective, including laws on mortgage transactions
and the creation of a land bank.

This Verkhovna Rada of 2001 may well be remembered
as the “Rada of Codes,” because it managed to rework and
approve several other legal codes, including the Criminal
Code and Civil Code.

The new set of laws on criminal offenses was approved
by the Verkhovna Rada in April and signed into law by
President Kuchma on May 21. Most notably, it encoded a
life term as the severest punishment that could be meted out
for a criminal infraction and abolished the death penalty. It
also introduced “public work” as an acceptable form of
punishment for some criminal offenses. Libel and slander
became non-criminal offenses with the new code.

The Parliament approved the final two books of the six-
book Civil Code on November 29, the same day it was
passing a commercial code for the country.

Another notable event on the legal front, which brought
down another Soviet legal tradition, occurred on November
20 when the Constitutional Court struck down a system of
domestic residency registration as a violation of an individ-
ual’s right of free movement.

The old law, one of the last legacies of the Soviet system
still in place in contemporary Ukraine, required individuals
to receive approval from the Ministry of Internal Affairs to
move their place of residence. The “propyska” system,
which was leniently enforced in independent Ukraine, had
given Soviet authorities the ability to control where a per-
son worked, where he was educated and how he lived. It
proved particularly effective in controlling the lives of per-
sons perceived as dangerous to the well-being of the state.
The ruling rejected a Cabinet of Ministers resolution from
October 10, 1994, which had continued to give the system
its authority in the new Ukrainian state.

The Supreme Court ruling was the second action by a
branch of government in 2001 taken to end the system. On
June 20 President Kuchma had instructed the government
to prepare a set of proposals for abolishing the system by
October 1.

The International Monetary Fund, which had withheld
several credit tranches of the Extended Fund Facility agree-
ment to Ukraine over a perceived lack of movement on
reforms, looked positively on the latest moves. It also
favorably assessed the dynamic economic indicators of the
first half of 2001 and decided on September 20 that Ukraine
should receive another EFF tranche, this one in the amount
of $375 million. The World Bank, following the IMF’s
lead, approved a disbursement of $250 million from a sepa-
rate credit arrangement it had with Ukraine.

The renewal of the EFF with the IMF was part of a
requirement put forth by the Paris Club of creditors to con-
sider a restructuring of Ukraine’s $580 million debt. The
first part of the restructuring occurred on December 6,
when Germany agreed to reschedule loan payments on
$245 million owed by Kyiv to Berlin.

The World Bank also announced the successful comple-
tion of its financial sector adjustment program, which indi-
cated the successful completion of an initial stage of bank-
ing reform. That did not mean, however, that Ukraine’s
banking system was in good shape. On the contrary, the
World Bank issued a report on October 23 that recommend-
ed stiffer regulation of Ukraine’s banks and financial insti-
tutions to strengthen the industry and reduce the number of
non-competitive banks, as well as a process of consolida-
tion that would allow it to begin to better influence the
development of Ukraine’s economy.

Alan Roe, a World Bank official who was editor of the
project, said that Ukraine should put forth more stringent
requirements that would cause the least competitive banks
to fail and allow the leanest ones to grow. He said that ini-
tially the National Bank of Ukraine needed to raise the min-
imum capital requirement it required of the country’s com-
mercial lenders. He called on the NBU to more stringently
uphold what at times have been lax financial requirements.

Mr. Roe said that the problem in Ukraine’s financial sec-
tor was largerly due to the many cash-based transactions
that continued to dominate the system. He also said that
banks needed to develop more objective and stringent credit
criteria. He blamed the high rate of loan defaults for the
high interest rates Ukraine’s commercial banks demand
from their customers.

Counting of a different kind also came to the forefront in
Ukraine as the year ended, and the country began its first-
ever census as an independent state on December 5. It was
the first census in 11 years, as the previous one was con-

ducted in 1989, when the country was still under Soviet
domination. The 1989 census reported a population of
51.45 million. State Committee of Statistics officials
warned that the 2001 census could show an even smaller
population than the current official figure of 48.9 million.

“In censuses that have been taken in other CIS states,
there is an error on population estimates of about 5 per-
cent,” said Oleksander Osaulenko, the head of the State
Committee on Statistics, which oversaw the census.

During the official head count, which lasted until
December 14, 250,000 census-takers visited each house-
hold in the country to gather a variety of demographic
information, including place of residency, age, number of
children, education, place of employment and language.

It was the last item that brought controversy to what
should have been a mundane affair. On December 5
National Deputy Pavlo Movchan, president of the Prosvita
Ukrainian Language Society, accused the organizers of the
national census of a pro-Russian tilt in the wording of the
questions on language, which he said were constructed to
evoke a response of “Russian” at some point.

“The way the questions on language are structured, any
way you look at it, the result can only be that Russian is
spoken by all,” explained Mr. Movchan.

The day before, the Russia Bloc, a little known political
organization, distributed flyers and brochures in many of
Ukraine’s major cities, calling on people to accent their
Russian ethnicity and/or Russian language usage – an
action that Mr. Movchan called anti-constitutional.

The politics of language, always a sensitive issue here,
may have been responsible for the fall of one of Ukraine’s
most powerful politicians, as well. On December 13 the
Verkhovna Rada removed First Vice-Chairman Viktor
Medvedchuk from his post in a surprise vote, with both
wings of the political spectrum joining to successfully dis-
lodge the powerful leader of the Social Democratic Party
(United).

Afterwards, there was little disagreement that the promi-
nent business mogul was deposed as retribution for several
political moves he had helped organize, including the
removal of Oleksander Tkachenko as the leader of the
Parliament in the early part of 2000, which the left had not
forgotten, and the sacking of Prime Minister Yuschenko,
which the right could not forgive. While leftist forces also
mentioned Mr. Medvedchuk’s successful strong-armed
push for a new Land Code as further reason for his
removal, the right listed his sponsorship of a bill strengthen-
ing minority (read: Russian) language rights as another
mark against him.

Many believed the language bill was meant to draw sup-
port from the Russian-speaking east of Ukraine to Mr.
Medvedchuk’s SDPU as the election season began.

The March 2002 elections to Parliament increasingly
came to the forefront of Ukrainian politics as 2001 drew to
an end. A battle between the president and the Verkhovna
Rada over what form the elections would take – majoritari-
an, proportional or some combination of the two – contin-

Ukrainian leftist lawmakers fight in the Parliament on October 25, as they try to delay a vote on a new Land Code. 
AP/Sergei Chuzavkov



minister of transportation, who leads the National
Democratic Party.

The formation of these two powerful election blocs fol-
lowed the creation of the most controversial one, headed by
Yulia Tymoshenko and the group of political figures and
parties that had unsuccessfully agitated in the first part of
the year for the removal of President Kuchma in connection
with his alleged abuses of office with regard to the
Gongadze affair.

Ms. Tymoshenko announced the formation of the Forum
for National Salvation bloc on July 10, which compromised
her Batkivschyna party along with Anatolii Matvienko’s
Sobor Party and Lev Lukianenko’s Republican Party. In
December, the Conservative Republican Party of Stefan
Khmara officially hooked up with the bloc, as did several
more minor political organizations. By November the elec-
tion bloc had changed its name to the Yulia Tymoshenko
bloc to better take advantage of her popularity and name
recognition among certain segments of society.

Opinion polls issued in early October by two respected
polling organizations, Democratic Initiatives and the Center
for Social Monitoring/Ukrainian Institute for Social
Research, found that up to five parties and three election
blocs had the potential to gather the 4 percent vote needed
to win party seats in the Verkhovna Rada. The Communist
Party led all vote-getters with 19 percent and 21 percent,
respectively, in the two polls when only political parties
were considered, but when parties and blocs were thrown
together the Communists’ popularity shrank to 17.2 per-
cent. Mr. Yuschenko’s election coalition came in a strong
second at 16.5 percent.

Other parties and blocs that had a sufficient amount of
support with the public to gain seats in the next Parliament
included the For a United Ukraine bloc and the Socialist
bloc, while political parties weighing in were the Social
Democratic Party (United), the Green Party and the
Batkivschyna Party.

While the Gongadze affair and the tape scandal made
up a good portion of the bad news that Ukrainians had to
endure in 2001, there were other unforeseen tragedies that
marked the calendar, these more in line with the disasters
that occur in every country, every year in one way or
another. And just like everywhere else there were also
commemorations, celebrations and anniversaries to bal-
ance things out.

First the difficult moments. 
One tragedy reminded Ukrainians that persecution of

journalists was not limited to the Gongadze affair. Just as
the case of the missing Internet journalist began to fade
from the front pages of newspapers, another Ukrainian
news correspondent, this one a director of a local television
station in the eastern Donetsk region, grabbed headlines.
Two unidentified assailants, who used baseball bats to club
him to death, murdered Ihor Aleksandrov on the morning of
July 3 at the entrance to his place of work.

Mr. Aleksandrov was a controversial reporter and many
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suspect that he was killed because of a television program
aired by his station in which two militia officers spoke of
corruption within the ranks of the local state militia.

International media-watch organizations, such as
Reporters without Borders and the Committee to Protect
Journalists, along with Verkhovna Rada lawmakers,
demanded a speedy and transparent investigation. In early
December the local procurator announced that a person,
whom he did not name, had been arrested for the slaying.
The procurator’s office explained that the murderer, an
alcoholic sociopath who had accepted a contract for mur-
der, had mistakenly identified Mr. Aleksandrov as his tar-
get.

Mr. Aleksandrov became the 12th journalist to die in
Ukraine under mysterious circumstances in 10 years. The
other 11, including Mr. Gongadze, were memorialized with
a monument erected before the offices of the UNIAN news
agency on May 21. Two days later it had disappeared from
its concrete base and no trace of it has been discovered
since.

One of the most difficult moments for Ukraine occurred
in the days after October 4, when a TU-154 commercial jet-
liner on a flight from Tel Aviv to Novosibirsk fell from the
sky into the Black Sea off the coast of Georgia (see foreign
policy section). What made the incident all the more painful
and frightening for all was that it occurred only weeks after
the terrorist attack on the United States which led to conjec-
ture that it may have been similarly perpetrated.

That same day, however, as Ukraine’s Air Defense
Forces were holding live-fire exercises on the Crimean
shore, the U.S. State Department issued a statement in
which it reported that one of its space satellites had
observed a missile flying from the direction of the Crimea
and exploding near the airliner.

At first Ukraine categorically refused to accept blame,
but evidence mounted that one of its test missiles had
indeed gone astray and flew 250 kilometers off course
when its radar had locked on to the ill-fated plane. On
October 24 President Kuchma went on national television
to announce that Ukraine would accept all responsibility for
the incident and to apologize to the Russians and Israelis
affected by the tragedy.

Mr. Kuchma accepted the resignation of his trusted
Minister of Defense Oleksander Kuzmuk in connection
with the debacle and replaced him with the head of the
General Staff of Ukraine’s Armed Forces, Gen. Volodymyr
Shkidchenko.

Another explosion, a type that occurs too often in the
mining regions of Donetsk and Luhansk, sent 34 miners to
their deaths on August 19 when a concentration of methane
gas in the Zasiadko mine in Donetsk spontaneously ignited.
For the Zasiadko mine, one of the country’s most produc-
tive, it was not the first time miners had died. Fifty men had
succumbed in May 1999 when a similar explosion rocked
the area.

The latest blast occurred nearly a mile below the surface,

a depth at which conditions are extremely difficult to con-
trol. It caused President Kuchma to state: “We don’t need
the coal if it carries that kind of price.”

Subsequently President Kuchma signed an executive
order banning mining at a depth below 1,000 meters.

While the eastern part of the country had bad mines to
contend with, the western part had to deal with a natural
disaster, again. On March 5 the Zakarpattia region experi-
enced renewed flooding after torrential rains and melting
snow from the Carpathian Mountains again engorged the
Tysa River, destroying its dams and overflowing its banks.

It was the second time in two years the river was respon-
sible for major flooding in the area. This time it took 1,200
buildings with it and flooded another 30,000, while affect-
ing 240 population centers in two days of anguish for the
region’s inhabitants. Nearly 15,000 people were evacuated
or left homeless.

Among the many commemorations Ukrainians wit-
nessed in 2001, one was for a tragedy that reached a resolu-
tion of sorts. On April 26 Ukraine commemorated the 15th
anniversary of the Chornobyl disaster just over five months
after the nuclear power complex had finally been de-acti-
vated and mothballed.

While the closure of the station removed much interna-
tional and domestic pressure, many feared that it would also
remove the earnestness felt by the West in attending to the
needs of Ukraine in dealing with the continuing problems
associated with the disaster.  Many in the Ukrainian govern-
ment believed the matter of clean-up operations around the
plant, and removal and reprocessing of the used and unused
nuclear fuel rods, as well as the more acute problems felt by
the dispossessed Chornobyl workers thus far had been inad-
equately addressed by the world community.

While President Kuchma voiced his displeasure with the
pace of the efforts to resolve Chornobyl-related problems
during a visit to the site on April 9, experts and representa-
tives of Western government reiterated during an interna-
tional conference in Kyiv on the eve of the anniversary date
that they would not forget either Ukraine or Chornobyl.

“The resettled population needs long-term economic
support. International help is still needed,” said European
Commission General Secretary Andre von Hauerben.

A poignant event that allowed a different sort of closure
for those involved in another sad chapter in Soviet
Ukrainian history was the 25th anniversary of the Ukrainian
Helsinki Group, celebrated in Kyiv on November 9. In the
1970s and 1980s its members were persecuted by the
Soviet Union for their key role in exposing Soviet human
rights irregularities, while being heralded by much of the
rest of the globe for their principled stance.

Of the 41 people who belonged to the organization, 39
spent a grand total of 550 years in the concentration camps
of the Soviet gulag or in psychiatric wards. Four others died
in the camps, while one individual committed suicide rather
than face the torture the camps meted out.

Fourteen former members were on hand for the com-
memorations, including one of its youngest members, Vasyl
Ovsienko, who underscored the importance of the group to
the eventual demise of the Soviet Union.

“Without the Helsinki Group there would have been no
independent Ukraine. U.S. military, economic and political
pressure came in response to light shed by the Helsinki
Group. We helped to destroy the Soviet Union,” explained
Mr. Ovsienko.

Ukrainians commemorated another key date of yet a
third tragic event in Ukrainian history on September 29 at
Babyn Yar in Kyiv, where 60 years earlier German Nazi
soldiers had murdered some 30,000 civilians, among them
Jews, Roma (Gypsies), Poles and Ukrainians, during sever-
al days of mass slayings.

President Kuchma along with Jewish community leaders
and Ukrainian government officials were present at the
event, during which several parallels were drawn between
German terror and the terrorist attacks in the United States
on September 11.

“The tragedy of Babyn Yar has become an eternal page
in the dark annals of genocide – an extreme form of terror-
ism brought to a state level,” explained Mr. Kuchma, who
also unveiled a new memorial, this one dedicated to the
children who perished in the ravine.

Among the commemorations there were celebrations as
well, not the least of which was the long-awaited five-day
visit of Pope John Paul II to Ukraine on June 23-27 – the
first time the successor to St. Peter and the head of the
Vatican came on an official call to this country. The pope,
who spoke mostly Ukrainian during his stay in Kyiv and
Lviv, was greeted by millions of people, and not only
Ukrainians, but also Russians, Belarusians, Poles and
Kazaks (see section on Churches).

The papal visit drew controversy when the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church – Moscow Patriarchate, which represents

A man lays flowers at the newly unveiled monument to children killed by the Nazis at Babyn Yar.
AP/Viktor Pobedinsky
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them criminal slander and fraud in obtaining a travel
passport. On February 2 Mr. Potebenko changed the offi-
cial stance of his agency regarding the recordings and
acknowledged that the voices and conversations were
authentic but that they had been carefully manipulated to
achieve the intended results.

The day before Mr. Potebenko’s presentation, Lesia
Gongadze, the journalist’s mother, had filed suit to have
the procurator general removed from the case for incom-
petent handling of the matter and for his refusal to share
information in a timely manner on progress made in the
investigation.

On January 11 Mrs. Gongadze told the newspaper Den
that it was time to accept the results of the DNA testing
and bury her son’s body. The same day the procurator
general said he would do so in two to three days.

Five days later the matter had not been settled, and
Mrs. Gongadze had changed her mind. In an appearance
before the Verkhovna Rada, which brought many of those
in attendance to tears, she explained that she could not
bury the body found in Tarascha until she was 100 per-
cent sure it belonged to her son.

“I and my family have been pressured to bury the
body in Lviv,” she explained. “They told me that a plane
is ready and there’s a spot at the Lychakiv Cemetery. But
I am the mother, and I need to know whose body I am
laying to rest.” She said she wanted additional testing to
be done, as was her right by law, and needed to have the
head that belonged to the body found.

Meanwhile, health officials who had taken part in
examining the body said they were under pressure to
keep mum about the details of the forensic examination.
Svitlana Karmeliuk, a DNA expert, said that law enforce-
ment personnel had broken into her apartment and con-
fiscated her international passport to intimidate her. State
militia officials refuted the allegations and said that they
had entered legally to take the passport and correct errors
found in it.

A tent city that had stood on Independence Square to
protest the way the government was conducting the
Gongadze investigation, which was removed by authori-
ties on the eve of the New Year, gave rise to an anti-
Kuchma movement that became known as Ukraine
Without Kuchma. In January the group, which was led by
representatives of the Socialist Party, announced that it
was in the process of registering with authorities as an
official civic organization.

On February 9 a parallel structure of politicians and
lawmakers was formed. Called the Forum of National
Salvation, it announced that it would cooperate with the
Ukraine Without Kuchma movement to end Mr.
Kuchma’s presidency. Among the political organizations
involved in both organizations were the Socialist Party,
the Batkivschyna Party, the Sobor Party, the Republican
Party, the Conservative Republican Party and the
Ukrainian National Assembly – Ukrainian National Self
Defense Organization (UNA-UNSO), a paramilitary and
political organization.

An attempt to remove Procurator General Potebenko,
the person the anti-Kuchma forces held responsible for
the cover-up of the truth behind the Gongadze matter
and the tape scandal, failed miserably in the Verkhovna
Rada on February 22. Five times various lawmakers
from the Forum for National Salvation introduced reso-
lutions for dismissal, and five times they failed to come

the Kyiv branch of the Russian Orthodox Church, vocally
protested the visit. Muted celebrations of the papal visit
during the Kyiv portion of the visit were attributed to pres-
sure put on the Ukrainian government by that Church.

The UOC – Moscow Patriarchate and the Russian
Orthodox Church held their own celebrations, after the
pope left, to commemorate the 950th anniversary of one of
the oldest and holiest shrines in Orthodoxy, the Monastery
of the Caves, or Pecherska Lavra. Representatives of most
of the Churches of world Orthodoxy descended on Kyiv for
the August 28 celebrations of the religious center, which is
held by the UOC–MP. Two other Ukrainian Orthodox con-
fessions were not invited, however. The ROC did not
extend invitations to either the UOC–Kyiv Patriarchate or
the Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox Church.

The visit by Pope John Paul II opened a summer of cele-
brations in Kyiv and Ukraine, which culminated on August
24 when the country celebrated 10 years of independence
with a parade along the capital’s main thoroughfare attend-
ed by tens of thousands of Ukrainians, along with President
Kuchma and three international guests, Presidents Vladimir
Putin of Russia, Aleksander Kwasniewski of Poland and
Boris Trajkovski of Macedonia.

The celebrations included an array of events from the
cultural to the political held over the course of August,
including the Third World Forum of Ukrainians. The large
gathering took place August 18-24 and brought 1,500 dele-
gates and visitors together to frankly and openly discuss
Ukraine’s past, present and, most importantly, its future.
(see related stories on the 10th  anniversary of Ukraine’s
independence and the Ukrainian diaspora).

Internet newspapers, left the apartment of his chief editor,
Olena Prytula, on the evening of September 16 and dis-
appeared without a trace. That immediately caused con-
cern because Mr. Gongadze was a major critic of
President Leonid Kuchma and the business oligarchs
who surround him and had recently began publishing a
series of stories outing their alleged illegal activities.

Less than two months into the investigation a headless
body turned up in a shallow grave in a wooded area out-
side the town of Tarascha, located 75 miles south of
Kyiv. Ms. Prytula heard that an unclaimed body of a
young man was lying in a morgue in Tarascha and trav-
eled there with some colleagues on November 16. They
found the decomposed remains of what appeared to be
Mr. Gongadze. The body had scars from a bullet wound
identical to ones received several years earlier when the
journalist took part in the Abkhazia armed conflict in
Georgia. Also, jewelry matching that worn by the jour-
nalist was found near the site where the remains were dis-
covered.

The town’s medical examiner agreed to sign a death
warrant and turn the corpse over to Ms. Prytula, but
before that could be done the body disappeared. Soon
afterwards it reappeared at the Kyiv central morgue,
where state militia said they had transferred it to keep as
evidence for a potential criminal case after tests to ascer-
tain its identity were completed. The Tarascha medical
examiner was charged with illegally handling evidence.

These controversial events raised the profile of the
case considerably, both nationally and internationally.
The affair reached true crisis proportions on November
28 when National Deputy Oleksander Moroz revealed
that he had a series of tape recordings in which President
Kuchma and two top government officials, Chief of Staff
Volodymyr Lytvyn and Minister of Internal Affairs Yurii
Kravchenko, supposedly were heard discussing how to
get rid of Mr. Gongadze.

The person who made the recording was Maj. Mykola
Melnychenko, a former bodyguard in the presidential
security service, who explained that he could no longer
stand by and watch as criminal acts were taking place at
the highest levels of government and decided he needed
to act. He said he placed a digital recording device
behind a couch in the president’s private office.

Ten days into the New Year, Procurator General
Mykhailo Potebenko, under pressure to report to the
Verkhovna Rada on the state of the investigation, told a
general session of lawmakers that there was a 99.6 per-
cent probability that the beheaded corpse unearthed in
November was in fact the body of the missing journalist.

Mr. Potebenko, who had been severely criticized by
various lawmakers for what seemed like delay tactics in
issuing information on how the investigation was pro-
ceeding, said he could not be 100 percent sure the body
was that of Mr. Gongadze until more information had
been gathered. He also said that he was not prepared to
release the body for burial to avoid “a situation in which
Mr. Gongadze reappears, alive. How will I then explain
the situation?”

The procurator general also commented on the
Melnychenko tapes, which he called fakes. “The tapes
are a falsification. I say this categorically,” Mr.
Potebenko said, adding that the criminal case into the
recordings themselves had been closed and charges had
been brought against Mr. Melnychenko instead, among

The Gongadze case:
a murder still unsolved

Dominating press reports in the first part of 2001,
was the disappearance and apparent murder of
the young journalist Heorhii Gongadze, publisher

of the Internet newspaper Ukrainska Pravda.
Before the matter left the front pages of Ukraine’s

newspapers around mid-year, the events that transpired
led to mass demonstrations and violence on the streets of
Kyiv by citizens and political leaders who had become
convinced that the country’s president and several of his
top officials were implicated in the matter – or at least in
a cover-up.

While the case had reached international prominence
in 2000, during the first six months of 2001 European
structures began to attempt to influence the situation in
Ukraine. At the same time most global leaders kept
Ukraine at arm’s length diplomatically. However, as 2001
ended, the investigation by Ukraine’s law enforcement
officials had come no closer to solving the murder or the
mystery behind tape recordings secretly made in the
office of the president of Ukraine, which are so closely
connected to the Gongadze affair. 

In the process, the affair had taken down several top
law enforcement officials and nearly the president as
well, who held on – but only after coming uncomfortably
close to a critical political juncture.

The affair began when Mr. Gongadze, a former radio
journalist who was publishing one of Ukraine’s first

Heorhii Gongadze with his wife, Myroslava, and their twin daughters, Solomia 
and Nana, in an undated family photo.

Lesia Gongadze, wife of the murdered journalist, speaks at a demonstration in 
Kyiv on March 24.

AP/Viktor PobedinskyAP



close to getting the 226 votes needed for a majority. 
Nonetheless, the anti-Kuchma movement continued to

gain momentum. To stop ever-increasing demonstrations,
state militia systematically began to tear down tent cities
set up by anti-Kuchma forces in Kharkiv,
Dnipropetrovsk, Donetsk, Lviv, Rivne, Zhytomyr,
Mykolaiv and Chernihiv.

The Gongadze affair went international on January 25
when the Council of Europe’s Parliamentary Assembly
condemned the lack of freedom of expression in Ukraine.
In a special session devoted to the crisis in Ukraine, the
human rights body of representatives of European lawmak-
ers decided to organize an independent investigation into
certain aspects of the case, including an analysis of the digi-
tal recordings, and to give their source political asylum.

Meanwhile, back in Ukraine, law enforcement officials
continued to order the destruction of tent cities that con-
tinued to pop up throughout Ukraine. The one re-estab-
lished in Kyiv on Independence Square after the
Christmas holidays was again disassembled on January
27, and a giant green construction wall was placed around
the square for what city officials said was preparatory
work for the beginning of reconstruction of the city’s cen-
tral plaza in advance of 10th anniversary Independence
Day celebrations seven months down the line.

The anti-Kuchma demonstrations entered a new, much
more turbulent phase when more than 10,000 people took
to the streets of Kyiv on February 6. The protest march,
which ended on the Khreschatyk, Kyiv’s main thorough-
fare, was marked by scuffles between demonstrators and
state militia, and among marchers, as right-oriented pro-
testers attempted to bar participation by Communist rep-
resentatives in a rally after the march.

Early that morning hundreds of people had begun
entering the city from the provinces, many complaining
that they had been harassed and intimidated by law
enforcement officers as they came in on trains and by car.
More violence occurred around noon when some 300
members of a heretofore unheard of group called the
Anarchist Syndicate fell upon the latest anti-Kuchma
encampment – located on the Khreschatyk on a swath of
pavement adjoining Independence Square – pushing eld-
erly individuals to the ground while tearing down tents,
placards and Ukrainian flags. Some of the tent city inhab-
itants said they had recognized young cadets from the
local state militia academy among the assailants.
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they called “inconclusive.” However, they indicated that
it was More likely than not that the tapes were real. The
report noted that the recordings were of a type that made
the possibility of doctoring them “rather slim” even if
done on a professional level. 

The apogee of the Gongadze affair probably occurred
on March 9 when downtown Kyiv became a battleground
between state militia forces and demonstrators looking
for trouble.

The tragic events actually began on March 1 when law
enforcement officials moved on the tent city that had
stood on the Khreschatyk for nearly a month, tearing
down and scooping up tents and national flags, which
were hauled away by several dump trucks. They also beat
and arrested some 30 people who resisted the action and
placed themselves before the wheels of the giant vehi-
cles.

Several national deputies, chiefly from the
Batkivschyna and Socialist parties, but also Taras
Chornovil from the National Rukh of Ukraine, who had
become increasingly active in the protest movement, crit-
icized the police action as an affront to their rights as
lawmakers because each tent was clearly marked as
belonging to a specific national deputy.

Another tent city, this one at Shevchenko Park, was
torn down on March 6, two days after it was established.
Law enforcement officials, who had been severely criti-
cized for their heavy-handed tactics on the Khreschatyk,
were not visible this time. The clean-up was left to
municipal workers who moved on the tents early in the
morning while the students who had erected the tents
were in class.

What would turn out to be the final serious confronta-
tion between the country’s leadership and the Ukraine
Without Kuchma movement began on March 9, the birth-
day of Taras Shevchenko, Ukraine’s national bard. As
was customary, plans called for President Kuchma and
the country’s leadership to place wreaths at the
Shevchenko monument located in the Kyiv park bearing
the poet’s name. What was not customary was that 3,000
law enforcement officers and intelligence service agents
swept the park with dogs and cordoned off the area in the
wee hours of the morning. They later explained that they
had taken the action after receiving bomb threats.

People who arrived with the daylight to commemorate
the holiday and pay their respects before the statue to the

headquarters, where they demanded the release of several
of their cohorts who had been arrested. Unexpectedly,
after about an hour, a state militia paddy wagon pulled up
and released three of the arrested. The arrested were freed
in a show of good faith, the state militia later said. That
act did not pacify the crowd, as might have been expect-
ed. The vehicle was pummeled and several protesters
tried to drag an occupant onto the street as it pulled away.

An increasingly restless crowd then moved to the
Khreschatyk, where some 18,000 gathered for a rally.
Afterwards, at another Ministry of Internal Affairs build-
ing in another section of the city, the marchers tore down
protective barriers and pelted the building with eggs and
bottles before moving on to the Presidential
Administration Building for a final showdown with the
state militia.

There, officers dressed in riot gear and carrying metal
shields did what they could to protect themselves from
the onslaught as marchers came at them with the metal
barricades that were supposed to keep the two groups
separated. But they also gave as good as they got, ham-
mering demonstrators with batons and their shields.

The situation turned tragic when Molotov cocktails
from the crowd were lofted at the officers, burning sever-
al of them before the flames were doused. The militia
responded by hurtling tear gas at the marchers, who
quickly scattered, ending the demonstration for all practi-
cal purposes.

Minutes later, remnants of the UNA-UNSO force that
had begun the assault on the militia marched onto the
Khreschatyk in song and went through several military
drills before dispersing.

That evening scores of youths leaving Kyiv on trains
were rounded up in a militia sweep, most of them for
wearing “For the Truth” buttons that had been passed out
during the day by the newly formed organization of the
same name that had aligned itself with the anti-Kuchma
movement. Militia also raided the Kyiv offices of UNA-
UNSO, beating and arresting its leader, Andrii Shkil, and
other prominent figures of the organization.

Trying to explain how organizers lost control of the
demonstrations, which were supposed to be peaceful,
Yurii Lutsenko, the leader of Ukraine Without Kuchma,
said he heard that those who had thrown the firebombs
were not members of the march, but had appeared from a
side street and disappeared once their deed was done. Mr.
Chornovil agreed that the fire bombers were not part of
the demonstration, but were placed in the crowd to put
the protest and its cause in a bad light. He accused the
state militia of using excessive force against the marchers
and of indiscriminate use of arrest powers in the sweep of
the trains.

Meanwhile, militia officials said their officers had
used force sufficient to adequately keep the situation
under control and to defend themselves, and could not be
blamed for inciting either of the two major clashes that
had occurred.

Less than a week later rumors floated about Kyiv that
Minister of Internal Affairs Kravchenko would resign.
While they were initially denied by President Kuchma on
March 21, a week later Ukraine’s top cop, the longest
serving minister in government, was gone after the presi-
dent finally accepted his resignation.

While the streets of Kyiv remained quiet for a while,
Lviv had its turn when demonstrations erupted there on
March 12 in protest of the mass arrests in the capital only
days earlier. More than 3,000 students from various edu-
cational institutions took part in exclusively peaceful ral-
lies in support of the arrested. Among them were some of
the 212 or so individuals who had been roughed up and
taken into militia custody, if only temporarily. The stu-
dents spoke openly of being beaten with billy clubs and
thrown to the ground to be roughly searched.

Protesters returned to the streets of Kyiv on March 24,
but in a much more peaceful manner, as more than 5,000
marchers commemorated what organizers called a
memorial to “the victims of the Kuchma regime.”

It now appeared that Mr. Kuchma was ready to negoti-
ate with the oppositionist forces to end the political con-
troversy and civil strife. The president dismissed Mr.
Kravchenko and put in an appearance at the grave of
Vyacheslav Chornovil on the anniversary of his death – a
symbolic concession to meet with the enemy on his home
turf. The president said he was willing to re-open the
investigation into the mysterious events surrounding the
death of Mr. Chornovil as some oppositionist members
had been demanding and was willing to negotiate with
them on other matters as well.

For several days it looked like matters had taken a turn
for the better, but then a German analysis of DNA from
the Tarascha body, which had been organized by National

“They died of natural causes provoked by alcohol abuse. ... Half of
them consumed alcohol immediately before death. That is why I will not
lay flowers to the memorial to the dead journalists when it is erected.” 

– Ihor Smirnov, internal affairs minister of Ukraine, referring to the 18 journalists
who disappeared and/or died under mysterious circumstances in Ukraine during the
last decade, as quoted by the UNIAN news agency on October 5 and cited by the BBC
Monitoring Service.

Five days later the chants of marchers again echoed
through the downtown streets of Ukraine’s capital as
some 5,000 demonstrators descended on the central
square of Kyiv to call on President Kuchma to resign for
his alleged involvement in the disappearance of Mr.
Gongadze. This time, shouting “Kuchma Out” and carry-
ing placards bearing inscriptions such as “Kuchma
Kaput,” the protesters formed a human chain the length
of the kilometer-long Khreschatyk. At dusk they lit can-
dles during a vigil.

Meanwhile the tent city, which had been re-established
on February 6, had grown to 40 tents. To make it difficult
for state militia officers to destroy them once again, spe-
cific national deputies aligned with the Forum For
National Salvation laid claim to each of the tents.

In a show of understanding, if not support, for the
goals proclaimed by the demonstrators who were sleep-
ing on the Khreschatyk, leaders of the Reform and Order
Party and the National Rukh of Ukraine – who had large-
ly remained outside the fray – on February 12 plastered
the construction wall that enclosed Independence Square
with posters and flyers calling on “Ukraine for the
Truth.”

Also in the first part of February, the International
Press Institute in Vienna, in conjunction with the U.S.-
based Freedom House, announced that it had received
and would analyze nine segments of the recordings made
by Maj. Melnychenko, totaling some 25 minutes. On
February 27 the two groups released their findings, which

Ukrainian bard were turned away, viciously at times.
National Deputy Valentyna Semeniuk of the Socialist
Party claimed she was punched in the face and her arm
injured by state militia officers intent on not allowing her
to get to the memorial after she attempted to force her
way through the police line.

The first major confrontation took place when police
tried to move back a large crowd of about 300 young
demonstrators, many of them members of the paramili-
tary UNA-UNSO political organization, who were
demanding access to the park. After being refused, they
rushed riot-gear-clad officers in waves, at one point lift-
ing and heaving metal barricades at the state militia lines.
A female member of the UNA-UNSO climbed a top a
low-lying building while the altercations were taking
place and began to heave objects at officers, who
responded by dragging her down and beating her with
their batons and kicking her.

The presidential motorcade arrived to lay flowers just
as a semblance of calm was restored. Mr. Kuchma, along
with other top government and parliamentary leaders,
quickly went through a short wreath-laying ceremony
before departing. With them gone, law enforcement offi-
cers made a quick retreat to waiting busses, leaving the
park to the demonstrators who proceeded to tear apart the
wreaths adorned with blue-yellow bunting that the offi-
cial delegation had left moments before.

The crowd, which had swelled to nearly 2,000 per-
sons, next proceeded to the Ministry of Internal Affairs
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ratist group ETA. The award and half the $20,000 prize
were presented to Mr. Gongadze’s wife, Myroslava.

The FBI became further involved in the Gongadze
case on September 17 when the Procurator General’s
Office announced that the U.S. law enforcement agency
would be involved in consultations with corresponding
Ukrainian agencies. The announcement came a day after
the first anniversary of the journalist’s disappearance, an
event marked on Independence Square in Kyiv, where
some 3,000 people gathered for a requiem service and a
rally meant to reinvigorate the anti-Kuchma movement,
that had largely lain dormant since the end of spring,
called for the impeachment of President Kuchma and for
justice in the Gongadze case.

Other forces were moving to put the affair in the past.
Kroll Associates, a private U.S. detective agency that

had been hired by the Labor Ukraine Party, which is
very close to President Kuchma, to do a separate inves-
tigation into the Gongadze affair and the tape scandal
issued a 50-page report on September 25 in which it
concluded that nothing existed to suggest a link
between the president and the Internet journalist. “There
is no conclusive evidence to show that President
Kuchma ordered or was otherwise involved in the mur-
der of Heorhii Gongadze,” stated the report. Kroll
Associates also found in the course of its seven-month
investigation that the manner in which the recordings
were claimed to be made was dubious and their authen-
ticity questionable.

Then, on September 28, the Procurator General’s
Office announced that it had officially cleared Mr.
Kuchma and other state officials of any complicity in
the Gongadze murder. In a letter to the late journalist’s
mother, Assistant Procurator General Bahanets said his
office had looked in to the actions of President Kuchma,
Chief of Staff Lytvyn and ex-Minister of Internal
Affairs Kravchenko and found all allegations against
them to be false.

While movement in Ukraine to shut the door on the
Gongadze affair continued, in Strasbourg, home of
PACE, an effort was made to keep alive the chance for
an impartial, transparent and fair investigation. PACE
and the media support organization Reporters Without
Borders announced the same day the Kroll findings
were made public that they would work to organize an
independent commission to investigate the case of the
murdered journalist. With Mr. Gongadze’s widow pres-
ent, PACE rapporteur Ms. Severinsen said she had
asked European Union member-states to provide law
enforcement experts to investigate the matter further
and more fully. 

Another mishandled attempt to show that the
Gongadze case had been resolved, if not solved, occurred
on November 15 when Valerii Pustovoitenko, Ukraine’s
former prime minister and current minister of transporta-
tion, announced he had obtained specific details on the
murder of the controversial journalist and knew the
names of the perpetrators.

Mr. Pustovoitenko, who is also the chairman of the
National Democratic Party, said he had received informa-
tion from the Moscow-based Agency for Journalistic
Research, which earlier this year had announced in Kyiv
that it would conduct an independent investigation into the
disappearance of the Georgian-born and Lviv-raised
Ukrainian journalist. “I have a report regarding the
Gongadze matter, which I have hidden in three separate
vaults,” said Mr. Pustovoitenko. “I will not reveal it because
I have no proof that it occurred as written. Now, however, I
understand a lot of the positions taken in this matter.”

He explained at the time that he understood that only
the Procurator General’s Office had the legal authority
and responsibility to investigate the Gongadze affair, and
that the information gathered by the Moscow research
agency could only be useful at the moment as guiding
information subject to analysis.

Prosecutor General Potebenko responded harshly on
November 26, when he said that Mr. Pustovoitenko
would either have to offer details or apologize for the lie.
President Kuchma took a more nuanced approach to the
matter when he said on November 23 that Mr.
Pustovoitenko had made his statement for political effect.
“In fact, he does not and did not have anything,” said Mr.
Kuchma.

As the year ended, Ukraine’s Verkhovna Rada official-
ly turned to the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council
of Europe, asking it to proceed with an independent
investigation, which the European human rights body
offered to sponsor. Meanwhile the Tarascha body
remained without a funeral and the mystery behind who
killed a young Ukrainian journalist and why remained
unresolved.

Deputy Serhii Holovatyi, another key oppositionist leader
and a leading member of the parliamentary ad hoc com-
mittee investigating the Gongadze affair, concluded that
the body was not Mr. Gongadze’s.

The analysis, which gave a completely different result
than the Russian study commissioned by Ukraine’s chief
prosecutor months earlier, was on samples taken from the
Tarascha corpse by the journalist’s colleague, Ms.
Prytula, when she first identified it in November. 

Ukraine formally asked the U.S. for help in identifying
the decapitated corpse on March 27 during a visit to
Washington by Ukraine’s Minister of Foreign Affairs
Anatolii Zlenko. Mr. Zlenko presented Secretary of State
Colin Powell a letter from the Ukrainian government
requesting FBI assistance in the matter.

On March 30 the mother of the slain journalist and
his wife, Myroslava, filed suit in Kyiv to have the
Procurator General’s Office give them access to all
information and evidence related to the case, which
they, as legally recognized victims in the case, had the
authority to review, but had yet to see. They also restat-
ed their demand that authorities begin a comprehensive
set of analyses to determine the manner and time of
death of the corpse.

Then on April 3, the journalist’s widow, Myroslava,
said she wanted to see the FBI return to Kyiv to finish the
DNA analysis they had begun before the journalist’s
mother had halted the process because she refused to give
her own blood.

Assistant Procurator General Oleksander Bahanets
threw aside the claims of the two women when he said
that victims are not required to have access to case mate-
rials during the investigation and that they would see
everything after the fact-finding phase was completed.

Exactly two weeks later Mr. Gongadze’s widow and
Maj. Melnychenko were granted political asylum by
the U.S. after each individually requested it. While the
U.S. Secretary of State spokesman Richard Boucher
attempted to blunt an angry response from Ukraine
regarding the decision, which was announced on April
16, by explaining that it had not been a political action
but a separate procedure by the Immigration and
Naturalization Service approved after a review of the
merits of the two individual requests “based on stan-
dard international practice and international procedures
and criteria,” the Ukrainian Foreign Affairs Ministry
wasn’t buying it. “[The U.S. decision] is viewed by
Ukraine as failing to correspond to the spirit of the
Ukrainian American partnership and as creating obsta-
cles in the way of a criminal investigation,” the Foreign
Affairs Ministry stated in an official release.

After arriving in Washington with her twin daughters
on April 22, Ms. Gongadze said during a news confer-
ence organized by Freedom House at the National Press
Club that she would continue to crusade for press free-
dom and democracy in Ukraine. “No matter where I find
myself, in Kyiv, Warsaw, Washington or Strasbourg, I

will always be working to help Ukraine become a normal
country,” said Ms. Gongadze.

The Council of Europe once again threatened Ukraine
with not resolving allegations of human rights abuses and
curtailment of basic freedoms, when the monitoring com-
mittee that analyzes Ukraine’s compliance with PACE
requirements recommended on April 5 that the country
be suspended by the larger assembly at the next general
session. The committee’s report listed a litany of com-
plaints, particularly against the Office of the President,
including possible complicity in murder, harassment and
violence against journalists, and unacceptably long
delays in the Gongadze investigation.

The situation around the identity of the Tarascha
corpse was still further muddled when the U.S. forensic
team of FBI experts that finally had returned to Kyiv to
complete its analysis ascertained that the headless
Tarascha corpse did in fact belong to the deceased jour-
nalist, contradicting the German DNA analysis, but sup-
porting the findings of the Russian forensic analysis.

Ukraine’s Ministry of Internal Affairs re-sensational-
ized the case on May 15-16 when its top cop and second
in command issued varying stories in successive days
claiming that the Gongadze murder had been solved.

First the new minister, Yurii Smirnov, told journalists
that two bodies found in a common grave were believed to
belong to the murderers. He said his investigators had
made the connection when they found detailed maps of the
burial site of the young journalist in the common grave. He
said that several other individuals who were involved,
including an underworld figure known as Cyclops, had
been arrested. He would not give any further details.

The next day, Minister Smirnov’s first deputy, Mykola
Dzhyha, said at a law enforcement conference in Tbilisi
that the Gongadze case was a simple act of banditry that
had gone awry. He told a Russian press service that Mr.
Gongadze had hitchhiked home and that those who
picked him up were drug addicts in need of money and a
fix. When the journalist tussled with them, they killed
him and then drove the body to Tarascha where they
buried it.

The Procurator General’s Office immediately rejected
the two conclusions as being premature and outside the
competency of the individuals. Several days later
Minister Smirnov told journalists that they had misunder-
stood him; that he had merely been presenting a personal
theory and not an official version of events. Mr. Dzhyha
never did withdraw his remarks, nor did he explain why
addicts in need of a fix would take the time to drive a
body 75 miles outside of Kyiv and then bury it.

The Organization for Security and Cooperation in
Europe recognized Mr. Gongadze’s efforts in fighting for
press freedoms, human rights and democracy on July 10
when it awarded him the OSCE Prize for Journalism and
Democracy. He shared the award with Jose Luis Lopez
De Lacalle, a reporter for the Spanish daily newspaper El
Mundo who was killed in May 2000 by the Basque sepa-

A column of marchers proceeds to Kyiv’s city center on February 11 to protest the alleged involvement of 
President Leonid Kuchma and his cohorts in the disappearance of Heorhii Gongadze.

AP/Efrem Lukatsky



Religious activity in Ukraine came to a historic
peak this year when the country’s Greek-
Catholic faithful, long persecuted under Soviet

rule, welcomed the head of the Catholic Church and the
successor to St. Peter on ancient Rus’ soil. The holy
father’s pilgrimage, which roused strong opposition
from some Orthodox cirlces, fulfilled a long-held dream
of both the Ukrainian faithful and the Catholic primate
to openly and jointly concelebrate eastern rite liturgy. 

For five days between June 23 and 27, Pope John
Paul II, the leader of nearly 1 billion faithful of the
Catholic Church, visited his 6-million-strong flock in
Ukraine in a trip that, in the end, surpassed all expecta-
tions. It left an indelible mark on the millions who came
out to see him, as well as on his relations with the
Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church that has been in com-
munion with the Vatican See for over 400 years.

It was the 94th official foreign journey in the 24
years of the papacy of the Polish holy father, but one
that his personal secretary called “a long-held dream,”
one that he had talked about for “11, 12, even 14 years.”

Nearly 3 million people, the faithful and the curious,
saw the aging and frail pontiff during a youth rally and
at four divine liturgies, two in Kyiv and two in Lviv –
celebrated in the Latin and Byzantine rites. People came
from all over the world: Ukrainians from Australia,
Canada and the United States, along with hundreds of
thousands of Poles and thousands of Belarusians and
Russians, Germans, Hungarians, Romanians, Czechs,
Slovaks, and two Congolese who happened to have
been in Kyiv at the time.

In many ways it was a trip home. Although Pope
John Paul II was not born in Ukraine, his Ukrainian
mother was born outside of Drohobych. And while this
was his first trip to Ukraine as the head of the Catholic
Church, he had spent time in the western part of the
country in his youth and had been stationed there during
his military service.

Attendance was low at the two divine liturgies
offered during Pope John Paul II’s stay in Kyiv because,
not only was the weather threatening, but people were
put off by the tight security and a belief that more of the
same would make it difficult to get to the Chaika
Aerodrome. The distance to the aerodrome, located
eight miles from the city center, also did not help.

There were bright spots, however – first and foremost
at the meeting of the Ukrainian Council of Churches
and Religious Organizations, where the holy father was
quite unexpectedly greeted with hugs and kisses by the
leaders of two of three Orthodox confessions in
Ukraine. Warm words by the chief rabbi of Kyiv and
Ukraine and the head mufti of the Crimean Tatars gave
further proof that it was only a minority of Ukraine’s
confessions that opposed the pope’s journey to Ukraine.

The papal visit caused a large wave of concern
among certain Orthodox leaders. Metropolitan
Volodymyr (Sabodan) of the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church – Moscow Patriarchate (UOC-MP) requested
that Pope John Paul II’s trip to Ukraine be postponed in
a written letter approved by the UOC-MP Holy Synod
and Council of Bishops issued on January 22.
Metropolitan Volodymyr said the current poor relations
between Ukrainian Greek-Catholics and Ukrainian
Orthodox faithful in western Ukraine was the main rea-
son he opposed the scheduled visit.

The letter threatened that, if the pope’s visit went
ahead as planned, Metropolitan Volodymyr and the 42
hierarchs of the UOC-MP, which are part of the Russian
Orthodox Church and continue to claim millions of
faithful in Ukraine, would not meet the holy father, and
none of their clergy would take part in the program of
the visit. The letter seemed to be an attempt to forbid
the pope to meet with anybody representing either of
the two Ukrainian Orthodox churches that do not recog-
nize the Moscow Patriarch – and particularly named
Patriarch Filaret of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church –
Kyiv Patriarchate, whom the Moscow Patriarchate had
excommunicated.

The letter requesting that the pope should have “post-
poned” his visit to Ukraine seemed an unsuccessful
attempt to disguise a deeper motive: the UOC-MP was
notifying the pope that it does not want him in Ukraine
at all, ever.

Reacting to these efforts by the UOC-MP to have the
visit canceled, both the Ukrainian government and the
Vatican issued strong statements on January 23 stating
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that such actions will not derail the pontiff’s June trip. A
Vatican spokesman that same day issued a statement
reconfirming the pope’s plans. The statement explained
that the 86-year-old pontiff “will meet with Ukrainian
Catholics, and he hopes that he will be able to promote
a peaceful ecumenical dialogue in this country.” It
added, “The visit is to take place as it was scheduled.”

In protest against the papal visit some 250 faithful of
the UOC-MP marched from the Monastery of the Caves
in Kyiv, one of the holiest sites of Orthodoxy, to the
Verkhovna Rada building on May 25, calling for the
visit to be canceled.

The head of the UOC-MP also expressed concern
that the pontiff would meet with the leaders of the two
other Ukrainian Orthodox confessions, the UOC – Kyiv
Patriarchate and the Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox
Church, both of which the Moscow Church views as
non-canonical. 

On June 21, about 3,000 UOC-MP supporters again
protested on the streets of Kyiv carrying placards pro-
claiming, “The pope is persona non-grata,” “The pope
is the forerunner of the anti-Christ” and “Orthodoxy or
death.” It was the fourth and largest protest by UOC-
MP faithful preceding the holy father’s visit.

During a press conference in Kyiv on May 29, the
papal nuncio to Ukraine, Archbishop Nikola Eterovic,
delineated a threefold mission for the pope’s trip: to
meet with the leadership of the Ukrainian Catholic
Church, which “has deep roots and is very dynamic,” as
the archbishop explained, and celebrate its successful
revival after persecution under Soviet rule; to develop
contacts with the Ukrainian government; and to contin-
ue a dialogue with the Orthodox Church in Ukraine.

Pope John Paul II won over many Kyivans with
assertions that he recognizes the ancient city as the “cra-
dle of Eastern Christianity,” a statement he used during
several appearances and one repeated by his press secre-
tary during a meeting with journalists.

He also gave Ukrainian Greek-Catholics great pleas-
ure by stopping at St. Nicholas Church, their tiny sanc-
tuary located at the site of the Askold’s Tomb shrine in
Kyiv. There the pontiff prayed to the Our Lady of
Zarvanytsia, whose icon had been brought to Kyiv from
the tiny village in western Ukraine especially at the
pope’s request.

During his two and a half days in Kyiv, Pope John
Paul II made quick and quiet side trips to honor those
murdered by the two totalitarian regimes that scourged
Ukraine through much of the 20th century.

On June 24 in the woods outside Bykivnia, a small
village bordering Kyiv, the pope memorialized and paid
tribute to the thousands of Ukrainian religious and polit-
ical leaders, artists, writers and teachers who were exe-
cuted there during Stalin’s Great Terror.

On June 25 he paid his respects to the 32,000 Jews
massacred by the Nazis at Babyn Yar in a 72-hour time
period and to the tens of thousands of Jews and Kyiv
residents of other nationalities also murdered there.

The pope also visited St. Alexander ’s Roman
Catholic Church on the last day of his Kyiv trip and met

with political and business leaders at Mariinsky Palace.
Sixteen of the 17 leaders of the largest religious confes-
sions met with the head of the Catholic Church on June
24 at Kyiv Symphony Hall. Not present was
Metropolitan Volodymyr Sabodan of the UOC-MP,
which had said from the outset that its leader would not
meet with the pope.

However, the most interesting moment occurred at
the very beginning of the hour-long meeting, when dur-
ing introductions the leaders of the other two Orthodox
confessions, Patriarch Filaret of the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church – Kyiv Patriarchate and Metropolitan Mefodii
of the Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox Church
kissed the holy pontiff on both cheeks. At the end of the
meeting they repeated their actions, clearly in defiant
response to threats from ROC Patriarch Aleksei II that
any private discussions between what his Church con-
siders illegal, non-canonical elements of Ukrainian
Orthodoxy and the pope could lead to a breakdown in
relations between Moscow and the Vatican.

The rhythm of the visit markedly quickened and took
on a soaring element when the pope’s Ukrainian airliner
touched down in Lviv. There the mood of Pope John
Paul II, who had acted soberly and with restraint during
the first part of his trip, lightened considerably.

He was greeted by hundreds of thousands of enthusi-
astic supporters and well-wishers as his entourage and
his popemobile wound through the narrow, cobblestone
streets of the medieval town. It gathered more momen-
tum during the first mass, celebrated in Polish in the
Latin Rite and largely attended by Poles from across the
– more than 100,000 of whom had crossed the border
on the previous day.

The trip began to crescendo that afternoon at a youth
rally attended by a crowd estimated at 250,000 to
500,000 mostly young people. As what seemed like a
never-ending downpour continued to drench and chill
the crowd, Pope John Paul II interrupted his homily and
spontaneously broke into song. For more than a minute,
with an unusually sure and steady voice, he sang several
stanzas of a Polish folk song calling for the rain to stop.
The solo caused squeals of delight and laughter, and
raised the spirits of the drenched multitudes.

The climax, however, occurred the next day, when
between 1 million and 1.5 million people descended on
the Lviv Hippodrome for the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic
liturgy and the beatification of 27 martyrs of the faith
and the foundress of a religious order, the largest single
group to achieve the status of “blessed” in the more
than 400-year history of the UGCC.

Jeffrey Wills, spokesperson for the UGCC press serv-
ice, called it “the largest gathering of people in history
for a Byzantine liturgy.” Father Borys Gudziak, rector
of the Lviv Theological Institute, referring to the
Byzantine tradition in which everybody takes part in
singing the liturgy, called it the “largest choir ever
assembled.”

The 28 blessed – 26 of whom perished as a result of
Soviet persecution between 1935 and 1973, and one
who died at the hands of the Nazis at the Polish concen-

Pope John Paul II and President Leonid Kuchma are surrounded by Ukrainian children in national costumes 
upon the pontiff's arrival at Boryspil airport on June 23.

Ukrainian Churches: 
papal visit tops the news

AP/Efrem Lukatsky
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Patriarchate (UOC-MP), said they would not allow their
representatives onto the grounds of the Monastery of
the Caves, which the UOC-MP controls.

In an effort to treat the three Ukrainian Orthodox
Churches equally, President Kuchma, along with an
official delegation, attended all three ceremonies, end-
ing up at the Monastery of the Caves for the finale.

He presented Metropolitan Volodymyr of the UOC-
MP with a 300-year-old Ukrainian Bible as a gift in
commemoration of the anniversary. The president also
visited the relic of Apostle Andrew the First-Called,
whose remains were brought to the Monastery of the
Caves by Archbishop Christodul of Athens of the
Church of Hellas.

In other Orthodox Church news this year, the
Zaluchia Internat (orphanage) and another center in
Znamianka, where children have been living in
deplorable conditions, received essential aid they had
been desperately seeking thanks to the generosity of
several benefactors in the Ukrainian American commu-
nity and the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the U.S.A.
(see section on Ukrainians in the U.S.).

The Church adopted the two orphanages and in
January presented the Children of Chornobyl Relief
Fund (CCRF) with a generous grant of $40,000.

The funds were used to develop appropriate educa-
tional and physical therapy programs for the disabled
children, improve nutritional and medical care, upgrade
the physical appearance and sanitary conditions so that
the orphans can be treated in a more humane environ-
ment – as well as to develop a strategic plan that can
sustain improvements beyond the early phases of emer-
gency relief.

The Ukrainian Orthodox Church also made news this
year when it took the first step in realizing Patriarch
Mstyslav’s dream of creating a resource “to preserve the
treasures of the national-spiritual creativity of our
Ukrainian people, especially those which are of ancient
origin.”

On September 25, 1966, then Archbishop Mstyslav
and the Ukrainian Orthodox Church dedicated the
Memorial Church Museum located beneath St. Andrew
Memorial Church in spite of the fact that the space
below the church was initially intended as a mau-
soleum.

On April 21 of this year, the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church, upon moving the museum collection, hosted an
opening and blessing of the temporary museum exhibi-
tion in the Ukrainian Cultural Center. In the museum,
Prof. Raisa Zacharchuk-Chuhaj gave a lecture on the
significance of the museum collection titled “Our
Museum – A Unique Treasure of Spirituality and
Culture of the Ukrainian People.”

The next day the Ukrainian Orthodox Church conse-
crated the finished Holy Resurrection Mausoleum and
Museum devoted to the life of Patriarch Mstyslav locat-
ed beneath the Memorial Church.

tration camp in Majdanek – consisted of eight bishops,
eight priests, seven monks, four nuns and one layper-
son. Their faces were displayed on two large screens on
either side of the stage on which the altar stood as their
biographies and the grizzly details of some of their
deaths were read prior to the liturgy.

The UGCC continued making headlines this year
when its Synod of Bishops began work on January 24 to
elect a new primate for the Church following the death
of Cardinal Myroslav Ivan Lubachivsky on December
14, 2000, at the age of 86.

Twenty-six hierarchs of the Ukrainian Catholic
Church from four continents and the papal nuncio in
Ukraine crossed the courtyard from the Metropolitan’s
Palace to St. George Cathedral to begin their historic
conclave with a liturgy. The synod opened 100 years
after Andrey Sheptytsky became the archbishop and
metropolitan of the Lviv See. For 43 years the cathedral
had served as his base and that of his successor,
Patriarch and Cardinal Josyf Slipyj. But, from 1946,
when the Soviet government forced the Ukrainian
Catholic Church underground, until 1991 it was in the
hands of the Russian Orthodox Church. With Ukraine’s
independence St. George Cathedral once again became
the headquarters of the Ukrainian Catholic Church
worldwide.

The main purpose of the synod was to elect a new
archbishop major – the “head and father” of the
Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church to replace Cardinal
Lubachivsky. By the end of the second day of delibera-
tions a successor had not yet been elected.

The deliberations lasted one and a half days on
January 24-25. The apostolic nuncio, or the Vatican’s
ambassador in Ukraine, Archbishop Nikola Eterovic,
informed the pope late on January 25 of the synod’s
selection, but there was no public announcement of
Bishop Husar’s election until Friday, January 26.

Archbishop Eterovic delivered the pope’s approval at
1 p.m. Lviv time on January 26, and within an hour the
synod members came out of the Metropolitan’s Palace
to speak with the press and interested persons who had
gathered there. 

Following the selection of Bishop Husar, on Sunday,
January 28, in the 255-year-old St. George Cathedral in
Lviv, the Ukrainian immigrant to the United States, for-
mer Studite monk and former auxiliary bishop to his late
predecessor, Cardinal Myroslav Lubachivsky, was
enthroned as primate of the UGCC. During the 11 a.m.
liturgy celebrated by some 30 hierarchs resplendent in
ornate vestments, Archbishop-Metropolitan Stephen
Sulyk of Philadelphia, as chairman of the synod that
elected the new head of the Church three days earlier,
asked Bishop Husar if he accepts the choice of his broth-
er-bishops “because we want to lead you to the altar.” 

The surprise came at the end of the liturgy when
Archbishop Eterovic announced that just a few minutes
earlier Pope John Paul II had named His Beatitude
Lubomyr a cardinal. His elevation, together with that of
all the other new members of the College of Cardinals,
was set for February 21 in Rome. The element of sur-
prise was heightened, because the pontiff had named 37
new cardinals just a few days earlier, and had not been
expected to name a Ukrainian any time soon. 

Bishop Husar was among a group of seven additional
nominees for cardinals who were announced on January
28, among them another bishop from Ukraine, Roman
Catholic Bishop Marian Jaworski of Lviv.

On February 21, on the steps of St. Peter’s Basilica in
Rome, Archbishop Major Husar was elevated to the
rank of cardinal along with 43 other prelates during an
outdoor ceremony which Pope John Paul II led,
installing the largest group ever of new princes of the
Catholic Church.

Also this year, the newly enthroned Cardinal Husar
said on May 13 that the headquarters and spiritual cen-
ter of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church would soon
move from Lviv to Kyiv. The new archbishop major of
roughly 6 million Catholic faithful made his remarks
prior to consecrating the grounds of the future site of
the Church’s first cathedral in Kyiv. The blessing cere-
mony took place after Cardinal Husar served his first
divine liturgy in Ukraine’s capital city since his
enthronement as archbishop major and his elevation to
cardinal.

Cardinal Husar told journalists prior to the church
service that the cathedral, to be called the Sobor of the
Resurrection of Christ, would become the new home of
the UGCC. “This is the capital. Lviv became the capital
because Kyiv was strangled (by Mongol hordes). But
now, thank God, we have our free Kyiv, our free coun-
try, and we must be where the center is – I believe this

is a very normal thing, just as all the other Church cen-
ters are in Kyiv,” explained Cardinal Husar.

The new cathedral, which is scheduled for comple-
tion in 2003 if funding and donations suffice, will be a
five-domed structure 49 meters wide, 56 meters long
and 61 meters high. It will incorporate traditional design
with contemporary features. Four of the gilded domes,
representing the four evangelists, will surround a larger,
central dome, representing the figure of Christ. The
building will be elevated with access to the church from
all sides via steps that will surround it. The church will
have room for some 1,500 faithful.

This past year the UGCC also saw Bishop Stefan
Soroka of Winnipeg enthroned as the new metropolitan-
archbishop of the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of
Philadelphia on February 27 to thundering choruses of
“Axios!” (he is worthy), sung by the choir within the
Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception in Philadelphia. He is the sixth metropolitan
of Ukrainian Catholics in the United States, and, at age
49, the youngest ever to hold that seat.

The new spiritual leader of the Ukrainian Catholic
Church in the United States succeeds Metropolitan-
Archbishop Stephen Sulyk, 76, who submitted his resig-
nation to Pope John Paul II, pursuant to the provisions of
canon law, upon reaching the age of 75 in October 1999.
The resignation was accepted and the new metropolitan
was appointed by the holy father on November 29, 2000.

More than 2,000 faithful and clergy, as well as prelates
from the Ukrainian Catholic, Ukrainian Orthodox and
Roman Catholic Churches filled the cathedral to witness
the ceremony. The official enthronement itself was con-
ducted by Archbishop Gabriel Montalvo, apostolic nun-
cio to the United States. Two newly appointed cardinals,
Archbishop Major Lubomyr Husar, primate of the
Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church, and Roman Catholic
Archbishop Theodore McCarrick of Washington, partici-
pated in the event.

The prelates and faithful present included four cardi-
nals, 17 Eastern Catholic metropolitans and bishops, 16
Roman Catholic bishops, Bishop Vsevolod of the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the U.S.A., about 90
priests and 70 nuns, and over 2,000 laity, among them
nearly 400 children from the eparchy’s parishes.

This past year also saw the 950th anniversary cele-
bration of the Pecherska Lavra, or Monastery of the
Caves. Representatives of all the Churches of world
Orthodoxy gathered on August 28 to commemorate the
jubilee with two of the three Ukrainian confessions
absent. They were barred from taking part in the cele-
bration of one of Orthodoxy’s most holy shrines
because they are considered “uncanonical.”

The Ukrainian Orthodox Church – Kyiv Patriarchate
(UOC-KP) and the Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox
Church (UAOC) held separate morning liturgies at their
respective cathedrals because officials of the Russian
Orthodox Church in Ukraine, the UOC – Moscow

Archbishop Major Lubomyr Husar approaches Pope John Paul II at the consistory on February 21, during 
which he was consecrated to the rank of cardinal.

Servicio Fotografico de “L’O.R.”



The Church has drawn up plans to create a Historical
and Educational Complex that will be an annex of the
current Consistory/Library building at St. Andrew
Metropolia Center and will give the museum artifacts a
permanent home. The complex will include state-of-the
art museum display areas, a permanent memorial to the
Great Famine, and a museum lounge, library, lecture
room and reading area.

Churches in Ukraine were also busy this year making
strides to ensure the national recognition of its academic
institutions but is battling the state for licensing and
accreditation. Seven years after the Lviv Theological
Academy (LTA) reopened it doors, it has received
recognition throughout Europe and in the United States
as a respected institution of higher learning. 

The LTA has lobbied Ukrainian government officials,
to no avail, to acknowledge it as a legitimate education-
al institution and recognize the degree the academy con-
fers on those students who complete its rigorous cur-
riculum. 

The LTA joined forces with the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church – Kyiv Patriarchate to overcome this most diffi-
cult initial obstacle. Cooperation began after a confer-
ence in the winter of 1997 attended by all the major
Christian confessions in Ukraine. Today the UGCC and
the UOC-KP have organizations working to put theolo-
gy on the list of state-recognized academic disciplines.
A by-product of this cooperation may be expanded
inter-confessional cooperation.

The LTA prepared a 2,000-page document outlining
state standards and criteria for the study of theology,
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right down to course outlines. Once recognition is
achieved, the LTA would move to the second step,
licensing by the government to acknowledge the acade-
my’s coursework as being on the university level, to be
followed by the final step, accreditation, which official-
ly would recognize the degrees the school extends to
those of its students who complete requirements for
graduation.

In related news, during his historic visit to Ukraine,
Pope John Paul II on June 26 blessed the Lviv
Theological Academy’s new university on Striiska
Street, as well as more than 300 of its faculty, staff and
students.

The Rev. Dr. Gudziak, rector of the Lviv Theological
Academy, greeted the pope and asked him to bless the
university and its members. Speaking in Latin, the pope
used a megaphone to bless the many spectators, then
generously sprinkled the crowd with holy water. After
the blessing, the Lviv Theological Academy’s Institute
of Church History museum presented the holy father
with a small case used as an altar with a chalice and
paten used at liturgies during the underground period of
the Catholic Church in Ukraine.

In other church news this year, Ukraine’s President
Leonid Kuchma paid homage to the relics of St.
Andrew the First-Called Apostle on August 27 after
attending services at the Monastery of the Caves in cel-
ebration of the religious shrine’s 950th anniversary.

The Archiepiscopate of Athens of the Orthodox
Church of Greece allowed for the relics, a skull thought
to be the remains of St. Andrew, who was the first per-
son chosen to follow Jesus Christ as his disciple and the
brother of St. Peter, to be brought to Kyiv in conjunc-
tion with the commemorations. The relic arrived on
August 25 in Kyiv, where it was viewed by more than
600,000 pilgrims from various countries during its 10-
day stay in the city.

On September 4, the relic’s final day in Kyiv, it was
brought to the newly built Chapel of St. Andrew the
First-Called Apostle, which stands at the edge of the
Monastery of the Caves complex, and then moved
across the street to St. Mykhailo’s Greek-Catholic
Church at Askold’s Grave, where short prayer services
were held, before being returned to Patrai, Greece, its
permanent home.

On October 10, bishops, priests, deacons, monastics
and delegates participating in the 16th Triennial Sobor
of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the U.S.A. (UOC-
USA) – under the theme “Sanctify them in the Truth.
Thy Word is the Truth!” – solemnly enthroned an icon
of the Mother of God of Pochaiv in procession from St.
Andrew Memorial Church to the main auditorium of the
Ukrainian Cultural Center. Amid the prayerful refrains
of the hymn dedicated to the Mother of God, the sobor
was called to order by Metropolitan Constantine.

Throughout the four days of proceedings, primary
attention was given to the agenda of spiritual growth
and development through the holy mysteries.
Participating in the sobor were over 200 clergy and lay
delegates representing parishes in the three eparchies of
the UOC-USA.

The 16th Sobor concluded as it began, with a divine
liturgy and a response to Christ’s invitation: “In the fear
of God, with faith and in love, draw near!”

Also in Orthodox Church news St. Vladimir senior
and junior chapters of the Ukrainian Orthodox League

of the U.S.A. hosted the 54th annual Ukrainian
Orthodox League Convention on July 18-22 at the
Sheraton Society Hill Hotel in Philadelphia. The theme
of this past year’s convention was “Now you are the
light in the Lord: Walk as children of the Light”
(Ephesians 5:8).

In attendance were hierarchs of the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church of the U.S.A., Metropolitan
Constantine, Archbishop Antony and Archbishop
Vsevolod. About 250 delegates and guests attended the
sessions during the day, along with various religious
and cultural workshops. 

Newly enthroned Cardinal Husar made other news
this year when he traveled to the United States, visiting
the places where he had lived and worked, when the
unexpected terrorist attacks of September 11 occurred.

On the Sunday after the attack, Cardinal Husar
changed his schedule to lead liturgy and deliver a ser-
mon at St. George Ukrainian Catholic Church in New
York City, just three miles north of the former World
Trade Center. He urged the more than 500 Ukrainian
Catholics present at the liturgy to pray and remember
God’s commandment to love thy neighbor, appealed for
calm and spoke against violent retaliation.

The liturgy and a $100-a-ticket banquet afterwards
capped off a weeklong visit during which Cardinal
Husar attended a reunion of gymnasium students in a
Salzburg, Austria, displaced persons camp, where his
family lived following World War II.

In a very interesting development, John L. Allen Jr.,
the Vatican correspondent for The National Catholic
Reporter, writing in his October 21 column titled “The
Word from Rome,” said: “This week I want to introduce
a new papabile, or candidate to be pope, to the world.
He is Lubomyr Husar of the Greek-Catholic Church in
Ukraine, a smiling, humble man whose life experience
and theological outlook might just add up to the right
stuff. ... My aim this week, therefore, is to put Husar’s
red hat in the ring.”

What makes the idea even more interesting and note-
worthy – aside from Cardinal Husar’s ability to handle
complex political situations (read: relationship with
UOC–MP), his humility and modesty as a hierarch in
the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic faith (read: Cardinal
Husar’s spending more than a decade with all of the
burdens of being a bishop but none of the privileges),
not to mention the issue of timing, given the pope’s frail
health, which might make the Ukrainian cardinal the
right man at the right time – is the fact that members of
the mainstream religious community, outside of
Ukrainian circles, such as The National Catholic
Reporter, are taking notice.

In other papal news this year, Pope John Paul II made
a pastoral visit to Kazakstan on September 22-25, where
there is a sizable community of Ukrainians who arrived
there as settlers and exiles.

According to Prof. Vasyl Markus, editor of the
Encyclopedia of the Ukrainian Diaspora, there are about
800,000 Ukrainians in Kazakstan. The Ukrainian
Greek-Catholic Church, Prof. Markus said, has had a
presence in Kazakstan at least since the middle of the
20th century.

The UGCC currently has a bishop designated as
apostolic visitator for Kazakstan and Central Asia, and
Ukrainian priests have formed new parishes since inde-
pendence in 1991.

President Leonid Kuchma kisses a tabernacle con-
taining the relics of St. Andrew during services on 

August 27 at the Pecherska Lavra.

Participants of the 16th Triennial Sobor of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the U.S.A. held in October in South Bound Brook, N.J.

AP/Valery Soloviev
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unique journey through Lviv, Ternopil, Kalush,
Yaremche, Ivano-Frankivsk, Kaniv and Kyiv. The Zlet
began on August 16 in Lviv with over 200 delegates
from three continents present, and ended in Kyiv on
August 24, the site of all major independence celebra-
tions. 

August was also an important month for Plast, espe-
cially in Sevastopol. On August 19 a historic ceremony
brought together Plast members and members of
Ukraine’s naval fleet aboard the flagship of the
Ukrainian navy, the Hetman Sahaidachnyi. The meeting
was a key component of a tour of Ukraine organized by
Plast’s Chornomortsi fraternity and Chornomorski
Khvyli sorority active in both the diaspora and Ukraine.
The meeting is seen as the beginning of cooperative
efforts involving Plast’s sea scouts and Ukraine’s naval
forces. 

Perhaps the highlight of the year for diaspora
Ukrainians was the highly awaited Third World Forum
of Ukrainians which opened on August 18 with many
high expectations and calls for consolidation of the
Ukrainian nation on the eve of the 10th anniversary cel-
ebration. However, protests in the session hall changed
the atmosphere and threatened to turn the forum into a
demonstration against the administration of President
Leonid Kuchma.

The meeting ended with many unhappy delegates
complaining about the lack of planning and organiza-
tion, and their inability to develop a specific outline for
the direction of their relations with Ukraine, as they had
done at the previous two forums. 

The key points made in the final resolution express
the delegates’ discomfort with the poor development of
the Ukrainian language in the country, the undeveloped
state of information systems, the lack of Ukrainian-lan-
guage print and broadcast media, the failure of the
Ukrainian government to develop a policy of immigra-
tion and reintegration of the diaspora into Ukrainian
society, and the lack of cohesiveness and cooperation
among the legislative and executive branches of power
in Ukraine.

Never far from the surface of the proceedings, howev-
er, was the ongoing political battle between President
Kuchma and those political forces that accuse him of cor-
ruption and complicity in the murder of journalist Heorhii
Gongadze. As President Kuchma presided over the ses-
sion, outside the Ukraina Palace nearly a thousand
demonstrators protested the policies of his administration.

About a month later, the Verkhovna Rada rejected a
bill that would have guaranteed Ukrainians living
abroad certain rights in their homeland, including visa-
free entry. The draft law would have allowed ethnic
Ukrainians who are citizens of other countries to spend
up to 120 days in Ukraine annually without a visa if
they met certain requirements and registered with
Ukraine’s Consulate General or a consular office in
their country. It would have also allowed for those reg-
istered to receive three-year multiple-entry visas at their
request without going through an invitation process.

Ihor Otash, chairman of the Verkhovna Rada
Committee on Foreign Affairs, said that a minimum of

Ukrainian diaspora: 
active on many fronts

Diaspora circles of Ukrainians have had an active
year – especially Ukrainian youths, who have
proved to be both proud and concerned by their

Ukrainian heritage and have displayed a great interest in
averting corruption and preserving all that is good in
their homeland and the land of their forefathers.

The Ukrainian Weekly’s reports of diaspora activities
this year began with the announcement on March 23 of
the Third World Forum of Ukrainians, a mass gathering
of the global Ukrainian community slated for August 18-
24 in Kyiv. The forum announced it would place a the-
matic accent on youth, its problems and perspectives.
According to organizing committee member Mykhailo
Horyn, head of the Ukrainian World Coordinating
Council, the forum would strive to “place greater empha-
sis on the needs and ideas of the younger generation.”

Meanwhile, in response to the corruption present in
Kyiv earlier this year, on March 9, Ukrainians living in
Prague formed an organization called the Forum of
Ukrainians in the Czech Republic. The group supported
the opposition movement in Ukraine; initiatives for
democracy, transparency in government, rule of law,
civil society; and a Western (pro-European) orientation
for Ukraine. Boris Karmeluk, one of the founders of the
forum, said the organization was created in order to
accurately inform and unite Ukrainians and representa-
tives of other nationalities in the Czech Republic who
are concerned with the problems in Ukraine. 

Another member, Kalyna Procyk, a 25-year-old
Chicago native who had been living in Prague, said she
was angered by the situation in Ukraine. “Through the
power of unity, people have a chance to make some
kind of difference, speaking as citizens who care about
their country. They can show the Czech republic and the
European community that they are a vocal, organized
force that wants to be heard, present a positive image of
Ukrainians protesting legally and show that Ukrainians
have an interest in democracy and a fair presidency,”
she stated.

About a month later, on April 23, Ukrainian students
from France and Germany gathered at the building of
the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe
(PACE) in Strasbourg, France, and demonstrated on its
steps in support of a European Ukraine.

On that day PACE was meeting to discuss the author-
itarian backslide of the Ukrainian government and the
possible exclusion of Ukraine from its ranks. Almost 90
demonstrators gathered before the door to the Council
of Europe to plead the cause of a “European Ukraine.”
Vladimir Polenski, a spokesman of the demonstration,
stated that the students had gathered in hope of bringing
Ukraine back on the track of democratic development.
“Two conditions are necessary for this to take place,” he
said “The first and essential condition is internal in
nature: democratic and pro-European forces of Ukraine
should form a unified democratic coalition. The second
condition is external in nature: Europe, its institutions
and its national governments should give stronger sup-
port to the Ukrainian democratic opposition.”

Just as democratic Ukraine has been striving for
recognition by the Council of Europe, so the Plast
Ukrainian Scouting Organization has aimed to become
a part of worldwide scouting, organized in the World
Organization of Scouting Movements. (WOSM). 

When Plast was reborn in Ukraine in 1990 it was
assumed that, for the first time in its history, it would
become a part of the WOSM. Plast grew in member-
ship, encompassed every region in Ukraine, registered
as a national organization and in 2000 received the cov-
eted “national” designation; it sent representatives to
two world scout jamborees; and it developed a leader-
ship training program that has been acknowledged to be
among the best in Ukraine, yet, the prize of membership
in WOSM remained out of reach.

In 1999 the WOSM committee notified Plast that it
was favoring another organization, Scouts of Ukraine
(SU), as the potential WOSM member for Ukraine.

However, on April 20-21 of this year, Scouts of
Ukraine held a meeting, the consequences of which
might be a decision by the WOSM about who will be
the Ukrainian representative in international scouting
circles. In the spring SU members received an invitation
to a meeting whose costs would be covered by the
organizers. When the participants arrived they were told
that their work would be not at an SU meeting, but at a

conference on children’s human rights. Nadia
Melnychuk, a member of SU, stated “We were to work
on a resolution that was to be presented at a Special
Session on Children of the U.N. General Assembly.
This conference was part of a worldwide UNICEF proj-
ect in preparation for that session.” From the invitation,
SU members had no idea that they were going to a
UNICEF-sponsored conference.

The absence of rules of a civil society in Ukraine has
derailed many attempts to set up truly independent
national non-governmental organizations. In this
respect, Plast has been one of the exceptions: its 10-year
history as a volunteer organization and expansion to all
regions of independent Ukraine proves both its rele-
vance and sustainability as a scouting organization. The
WOSM appears to be promoting dubious initiatives that
seem to have their own agendas, rather than giving Plast
the attention it deserves.

On a different note, this year saw a lot of good spirit
and cultural support in light of the 10th anniversary cel-
ebrations of Ukraine’s independence. In August the
Rusalka Ukrainian Dance Ensemble went to Ukraine to
take part in and perform at Ukraine’s gala festivities.
Since their trip also coincided with the Third World
Forum of Ukrainians, the dance group represented the
Ukrainian Canadian community during the World
Forum at a concert on August 18. Their tour not only
celebrated Ukraine’s jubilee, but also marked Rusalka’s
40th anniversary.

Also on tour this summer at the time of the independ-
ence anniversary was the Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus
of North America. The group ended its tour generally
satisfied with its performances, but somewhat disgrun-
tled with Ukrainian organizers. Their disappointment
stemmed from the way the committee for the cultural
program of the Third World Forum of Ukrainians insist-
ed that they not play a preferred song in their repertoire.

The song in question was “March of the Ukrainian
Youth,” with lyrics by Ivan Bahrianyi, which in the cho-
rus music director’s opinion symbolically describes the
situation in which todays Ukrainian youth finds itself.
The Detroit-based ensemble agreed that the problems at
the concert were but one aspect of the general state of
the disorganization that surrounded their five-day stay
in Kyiv. Some of them believed that their treatment by
the organizing committee was a reflection of the prob-
lems in Ukrainian society.

It should be noted that Rusalka and the Ukrainian
Bandurist Chorus were chosen by Ukrainian umbrella
organizations in, respectively, Canada and the United
States, as performing ensembles representing their
countries in Ukraine during the Third World Forum of
Ukrainians.

Also in August, SUM, the Ukrainian Youth
Association, held its sixth “world Zlet” (gathering) in
Ukraine. Such gathering aim to develop among its
young participants an understanding of Ukraine’s past
and present, so that they can build bridges to present-
day Ukraine. This year’s World Zlet held special signifi-
cance as it commemorated the 10th anniversary of
Ukraine’s independence and offered participants a

The Detroit-based Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus on stage at the Teacher’s Building in Kyiv on August 18.
Roman Woronowycz



12 million Ukrainians live abroad, dispersed across the
globe for various reasons, including economic and
political ones. He said they should be encouraged to
return home or at least maintain ties with their historic
homeland. It is probable that the bill, which cannot be
resubmitted to the legislative body until its next session,
will be reworked and reintroduced.

In October a precedent-setting verdict was passed by
Poland’s Supreme Administrative Court in a case over
property confiscated by the state in 1949 from Maria
Hladyk, a Lemko who was forcibly resettled in 1947
from her home to a village in Poland. This verdict
admits that the nationalization of Lemko properties 50
years ago was illegal and paves the way for other
Lemkos, or their heirs to regain what was confiscated
from them by the Communist authorities. Polish courts
are currently going over some 200 lawsuits by Lemkos
seeking to have their properties returned to them.

Finally, the compensation deadline for Nazi-era slave
laborers was extended from August 11 to December 31
of this year. During World War II, many Eastern
Europeans were taken from their homelands by the Nazi
regime to Germany and were forced to work in camps
and factories. Last year the German Parliament voted to
allocate funds to compensate the slave and forced labor-
ers, who are found worldwide. The compensatory funds
are supplied partly by the German government and part-
ly by the corporations that participated in the forced
labor program over 50 years ago. Most claimants are
now between 70 and 90 years old.
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Department to report to Congress “on progress by the gov-
ernment of Ukraine in investigating and bringing to justice
individuals responsible for the murders of Ukrainian jour-
nalists,” unlike the “certification” provisions in previous
years, this year’s provision does not threaten to cut off aid if
the report is negative.

The unsolved slayings of Heorhii Gongadze, as well as
other lesser-known Ukrainian journalists reporting about
high-level corruption, and questions of press freedom in
Ukraine have been raised repeatedly throughout the year by
the Bush administration and in Congress.

The State Department’s annual Human Rights Report
cited Ukraine’s mixed record on human rights and the gov-
ernment’s failure to curb institutional corruption and abuse.

Administration spokesmen periodically expressed U.S.
concerns in response to inquiries, and the U.S. position was
driven home resolutely by National Security Adviser
Condoleezza Rice during her visit to Kyiv on July 25. “We
hope to have good relations with Ukraine,” she told
reporters in Kyiv, “but it can only be on the basis of forward
movement on these very important issues.”

In Congress, the U.S. Helsinki Commission, which has
always taken the lead in monitoring such issues, frequently
expressed its concerns and held a special hearing on
Ukraine. The commission’s chairman, Sen. Ben Nighthorse
Campbell (R-Colo.), also introduced legislation that would
tie foreign economic assistance to corruption-fighting
efforts in countries that receive U.S. aid.

During the hearing on May 2, dubbed “Ukraine at the
Crossroads – 10 Years After Independence,” Helsinki com-
mission members had a chance to quiz President Leonid
Kuchma’s top national security advisor, Yevhen Marchuk,
on Ukraine’s political and economic problems, including
the tape scandal allegedly linking the president to the mur-
der of Mr. Gongadze and to some high-level corruption, as
well as the removal, a few days earlier, of Prime Minister
Viktor Yuschenko, who had been highly regarded in the
West as an incorruptible reformer.

Mr. Marchuk said that the tape scandal and Gongadze
affair “complicated” the political process and were being
used by the president’s opponents “to instigate the political
crisis in Ukraine.” On the other hand, he added, this societal
friction could also be seen as a “natural component of a
complex process of the maturing of the young Ukrainian
democracy.”

Mr. Marchuk also took time to underscore Ukraine’s
economic progress and positive role in international affairs
– its track record on implementing undertaken commit-
ments and the consistency of is foreign policy. He cited as
examples the elimination of Ukraine’s nuclear weapons, its
adherence to international arms control and non-prolifera-
tion regimes, and the closure of the Chornobyl nuclear
power plant.

Sitting in the audience in the hearing room was the slain
journalist’s widow, Myroslava Gongadze, and their two
young daughters, who had been granted asylum in the
United States.

Maj. Mykola Melnychenko, the presidential bodyguard

U.S.-Ukraine relations:
signs of dissatisfaction

The year 2001 had many indications of an improving
U.S.-Ukraine relationship: Ukraine joined in the
U.S. fight against international terrorism, improved

its economy, maintained its security and other ties with the
United States and NATO, and exchanged senior-level visits
with its trans-Atlantic strategic partner.

But the relationship was also dogged by a number of irri-
tants: the unsolved, suspicious murder of muckraking jour-
nalist Heorhii Gongadze, allegations of pervasive high-level
corruption, and the apparent official unwillingness to curb
the large-scale production of pirated Western optical media
products.

These irritants simply would not go away, and, as a
result, the bilateral relationship ended the year with a not-
so-very-merry Christmas – Ukraine got a dreaded “rizka”
(switch) instead of a present from the administration’s St.
Nick and found a smaller present than expected under the
Congressional foreign assistance Christmas tree.

After two years of pressure, threats and limited action in
its attempt to curb Ukraine’s role as Europe’s leading pro-
ducer and exporter of pirated music, video and computer
program products (CDs, CD-ROMs, DVDs, etc.) the U.S.
government finally put its foot down – on December 20 the
office of the U.S. Trade Representative (USTR) announced
trade sanctions against Ukraine.

Beginning on January 23, 2002, the United States will
levy “prohibitive tariffs” on $75 million worth of metals,
footwear and other imports from Ukraine, which will offset
the amount of annual damages that this piracy of optical
media has caused to Americans, according to the announce-
ment.

The sanctions were announced on the same day the
Verkhovna Rada again failed to pass anti-piracy legislation.
Explaining the U.S. action, Trade Representative Robert B.
Zoellick also suggested that Ukraine’s lack of action may
hurt its chances of getting into the World Trade
Organization. “We take piracy of U.S. intellectual property
seriously. So does the WTO, which Ukraine wants to join,”
he said.

The United States had placed Ukraine on the priority for-
eign country watch list in March, and in August it stripped
Ukraine of its status in the Generalized System of
Preferences (GSP) which it grants developing economies.

Within days of the USTR action on sanctions, the U.S.
House of Representatives and Senate approved a compro-
mise foreign assistance package for fiscal year 2002, which
would give Ukraine “not less than” $154 million. While
more than the $125 million recommended by the House,
the amount is less than the $169 million requested by the
Bush administration and the $180 million that originally
passed in the Senate. It is also less than the $170 million
appropriated for Ukraine for 2001 and the $195 million it
received in 2000.

While the 2002 aid legislation directs the State

who secretly recorded president Kuchma’s conversations,
had an opportunity to explain his side of the taping contro-
versy during a Washington news conference on August 14.
He received asylum in the United States at about the same
time as Ms. Gongadze; the U.S. action was revealed by the
State Department on April 16.

Maj. Melnychenko said he doubted that President
Kuchma would ever resign over the tape scandal. But he
was certain that sooner or later the president would be
brought to account for the killing of Mr. Gongadze and
other crimes. He denied press reports that he was helping
U.S. investigators looking into Ukrainian money-launder-
ing activities in the United States and that he gave them
access to the tape recordings.

Questions about the presidential tapes, the Gongadze
murder and corruption were also discussed to a greater or
lesser degree in many of the official and unofficial visits to
Washington by Ukrainian political figures in 2001.

The first such visit, at the end of February, was by
Socialist Party leader Oleksander Moroz, who had received
copies of some of Maj. Melnychenko’s secret tapes, played
some of them publicly and launched his movement to oust
President Kuchma. He said he came to Washington to get
acquainted with the personalities in the new Bush adminis-
tration and to give them his perspective on developments in
Ukraine.

Among other Ukrainian political figures on similar mis-
sions to Washington at this time was former Foreign Affairs
Minister Borys Tarasyuk, who held a round of meetings at
the State Department, the National Security Council and on
Capitol Hill, but unlike Mr. Moroz, shied away from pub-
licity and the press.

Also making the rounds of the Washington power cen-
ters in March was Serhii Tyhypko, another former mem-
ber of the Yuschenko Cabinet, who, also unlike Mr.
Moroz, said that absent clear evidence of the president’s
complicity to criminal activity he would back Mr.
Kuchma. Mr. Tyhypko also indicated that Prime Minister
Yuschenko needed to strengthen his government with a
broader coalition.

As it turned out, a few weeks later Mr. Yuschenko, lack-
ing adequate support in the Verkhovna Rada, was ousted on
a no-confidence vote. Already out of office but not out of
politics, Mr. Yuschenko came to the United States in
November as the head of a new election bloc, Our Ukraine,
which is preparing for elections to the Verkhovna Rada in
2002. While in Washington and New York, he met with
administration officials and members of Congress, business
leaders, the press and the Council of Presidents of major
Jewish organizations.

The first high-level Ukrainian official to meet with the
new administration in Washington was First Vice-Prime
Minister Yurii Yekhanurov. The primary objective of his
mid-March visit was to secure additional credits from the
International Monetary Fund and World Bank, but it also
included meetings with Treasury Secretary Paul O’Neill
and other U.S. officials.

Two weeks later Ukrainian Foreign Affairs Minister

U.S. Reps. Marcy Kaptur, Curt Weldon, Bob Schaffer and  Andrew Crenshaw on February 22 during a visit to 
Kyiv for discussions on the current political situation in Ukraine and cooperation with the Verkhovna Rada.

AP/Efrem Lukatsky
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close in June, while on a visit to Poland. The speech he
delivered there certainly was of interest to Ukraine. He said
it was time to stop talking about East and West, but rather
about an “open Europe” without “false lines.” And he noted
that “the Europe we are building must include Ukraine.”

President Bush urged that all of Europe’s new democra-
cies, “from the Baltic to the Black Sea and all that lie
between, should have the same chance for security and
freedom – and the same chance to join the institutions of
Europe – as Europe’s old democracies have.”

Ukraine’s integration into the European community and
NATO was a major topic of one of three noteworthy con-
ferences held in Washington last year dealing with Ukraine.
During one of the sessions of The Washington Group’s
annual Leadership Conference in October, the ambassadors
of Bulgaria, Hungary, Slovakia and Ukraine focused on that
very subject. And the professionals group honored retired
U.S. Army Maj. Gen. Nicholas Krawciw for his work in
promoting closer U.S.-Ukraine military ties.

Another conference, organized by the Organization for
the Defense of Four Freedoms for Ukraine, originally
scheduled for September, was postponed until late October-
early November because of the post-September 11 disrup-
tions and the anthrax contamination on Capitol Hill. The
rescheduled conference, titled “Ukraine’s Quest for Mature
Nation Statehood: Roundtable II – Taking Measure of a
U.S.-Ukraine Strategic Partnership,” coincided with the
Washington visit of Prime Minister Kinakh, who addressed
the meeting.

On May 9 the U.S.-Ukraine Foundation and the
Congressional Ukrainian Caucus co-sponsored a one-day
conference, “Ukraine: From Breadbasket of Europe to
Marketbasket for the World,” at the Russell Senate Office
Building. This roundtable focused on the challenges and
successes in the food-producing and food-processing sector
of Ukraine’s economy. Its stated goal was to positively
influence further U.S.-Ukraine economic development
through greater private investment in Ukraine and changes
in public policy.

In addition to the assistance the United States provided
Ukraine through its foreign assistance budget last year,
there were a number of other emergency and discretionary
grants disbursed by the U.S. Embassy in Kyiv, among
them: $61,000 in medical equipment to four hospitals in
Donetsk treating survivors of the Zasiadko mine explosion
in August that killed 55 miners; and $750,000 for a Ukraine
media development fund to help resolve problems limiting
press freedom in the country. The fund will support the
development of a free and independent media in Ukraine
by helping Ukrainian journalists, media organizations and
other non-governmental groups.

The U.S. Embassy has also worked closely with the gov-
ernment of Ukraine in combatting the trafficking of human

Anatolii Zlenko came calling on Secretary of State Colin
Powell, National Security Adviser Condoleezza Rice and
Deputy Defense Secretary Paul Wolfowitz. He brought
with him a letter requesting FBI assistance in the Gongadze
case. A State Department spokesman later said that
Secretary Powell indicated to Mr. Zlenko that the United
States was prepared “to cooperate” and reiterated U.S. con-
cerns about the case and about “the need for a full, open
and transparent investigation.”

During a briefing Mr. Zlenko characterized as unfair and
simplistic the Western media’s focus on allegations made
against the president by his political opponents, and the
branding of Ukraine as the world’s “enfant terrible,” full of
crime and corruption. The protests in Ukraine do not
amount to a “national uprising,” he said. They are the
“inflammatory tricks” of those trying to take political
advantage of the situation.

A similar analysis of the political crisis was sounded by
President Leonid Kuchma’s chief of staff, Volodymyr
Lytvyn, on his visit to Washington in mid-June. Although
not an official visit, it included meetings with senior U.S.
officials, members of Congress and others interested in
Ukraine. Afterwards, Mr. Lytvyn said that the U.S. officials
showed “a deep knowledge and understanding of develop-
ments in Ukraine” as well as “a sincere desire” to help
Ukraine overcome its problems.”

As for the Gongadze case, Mr. Lytvyn told the
Washington Times he believed that the journalist was killed
by those trying to embarrass the president. “It was a provo-
cation that got out of control,” he said. “They were aiming
at the president and they hit the country’s reputation in the
world instead.”

The last official visit of 2001 was in late October by
Anatolii Kinakh, who replaced Viktor Yuschenko as
Ukraine’s prime minister. He came seeking improvements
in the trade relationship with the United States, increased
private investment and continued credits from the interna-
tional financial institutions in Washington. He had talks
with Secretary of State Powell and other members of the
Cabinet, as well as with Vice-President Richard Cheney.
His discussion with the vice-president was by a video-con-
ference, since, following another national alert about an
imminent terrorist attack, Mr. Cheney was spirited away to
an undisclosed secure location.

Before coming to Washington, the prime minister visited
the ruins of the World Trade Center in New York, where he
also attended a memorial service at St. George Ukrainian
Catholic Church and met with Mayor Rudolph Giuliani and
United Nations Secretary General Kofi Anan.

Ukraine is cooperating with the United States and the
international coalition in combating international terrorism
by sharing intelligence and allowing overflights by U.S.
military transport planes. Mr. Kinakh said that he and Vice-
President Cheney agreed to broaden this cooperation to
include investigations of illegal money-laundering activi-
ties.

High on the agenda of his talks in Washington was the
development of the Odesa-Brody-Gdansk oil pipeline that
would carry Caspian oil through Ukraine to Europe and the
CD piracy issue. He said that according to his government’s
estimates, the imposition of U.S. retaliatory trade sanctions,
might cost Ukraine some $400 million.

The September 11 terrorist attack on the Pentagon and
New York’s World Trade Center was condemned on
Ukraine’s national television by President Kuchma, who
said “the civilized world must demonstrate unity, concord
and coordination of efforts” to combat this evil. Less than
two weeks later, Ukraine announced that it would give the
United States open access to its airspace for limited military
cargo transport as part of its role in the fight against interna-
tional terrorism. Its armed forces, however, would not take
direct part in ground actions in Afghanistan.

In accordance with Ukrainian tradition, on the 40th day
after the terrorist attacks, October 22, Ukraine commemo-
rated the victims at a requiem concert at the National Opera
House in Kyiv. The concert was performed by the Odesa
State Philharmonic Orchestra conducted by American
Hobart Earle. U.S. Ambassador Carlos Pascual, who
attended the concert along with the ambassadors from
France, Spain and Georgia and the leading members of the
Verkhovna Rada, thanked the Ukrainian people for their
many expressions of sympathy and support.

The Verkhovna Rada and the U.S. Congress initiated a
closer relationship during 2001. A group of U.S. lawmakers
visiting Kyiv in February agreed on a cooperative exchange
initiative with Ukraine’s Verkhovna Rada, which will allow
the two legislative bodies to address problems common to
their countries. Later, in November, three members of that
group – Reps. Marcy Kaptur (D-Ohio), Bob Schaffer (R-
Colo.) and Curt Weldon (R-Pa.) – held the first meeting of
the Congress-Verkhovna Rada Working Group. The video-

conference meeting dealt with such topics as Ukraine’s
investment climate, privatization and intellectual property
rights, and the possible elimination of the Jackson-Vanik
Amendment, a Soviet-era law that Ukraine says is compli-
cating its relationship with the United States.

As for high-level U.S. visits to Ukraine in 2001,
Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld was the first senior
Bush administration official to meet with President
Kuchma. During an overnight stopover in Kyiv on June 5
he assured Ukraine that it would be included in all interna-
tional negotiations on a U.S. missile defense system. “I
can’t speak for Russia, but I can assure you that the U.S.
intends to consult fully with Ukraine as we proceed,” he
said.

National Security Adviser Rice followed in July, on her
way to Moscow for talks on that very subject. Following
her meetings with President Kuchma and Prime Minister
Kinakh, she praised Ukraine’s recent economic achieve-
ments and said a partnership with Ukraine is “highly desir-
able” for U.S. strategic interests. She also stressed that a
transparent investigation of who murdered Mr. Gongadze
and the holding of free and just parliamentary elections in
2002 “will make a tremendous difference to Ukraine’s
standing in the world,” to its investment climate and
“toward building that European vision that we all have for
Ukraine.”

While President Bush has yet to visit Ukraine, he came

U.S. National Security Adviser Condoleezza Rice (left)
listens to U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine Carlos Pascual 
before meeting with the news media in Kyiv on July 25.

Prime Minister Anatolii Kinakh of Ukraine speaks at a press conference on October 29 with New York City 
Mayor Rudy Giuliani at City Hall.
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beings, with major U.S-funded programs focusing on pre-
vention, protection and assistance for Ukrainians at risk,
and prosecution of traffickers.

In its first annual “Trafficking in Persons Report,” the
U.S. State Department reviewed trafficking activities in 82
countries, including Ukraine. It estimated that some
700,000 persons are victims of trafficking worldwide every
year. Ukraine is mentioned as a major source and transit
country for women and girls trafficked abroad for sexual
exploitation, primarily to Central and Western Europe, the
United States and the Middle East.

For year 2001 saw Ukraine become more visitor-friend-
ly, as the government in July did away with a number of
annoying visa requirements and other irritants for those
wishing to travel to Ukraine. Americans, and citizens of a
number of other countries, now no longer need to present
an invitation to get a visa, to provide a detailed itinerary of
their trip, to fight off attempts to sell them medical insur-
ance at the airport, and to register with the local police
when traveling from place to place within Ukraine. And, to
ease things even more, visa application forms now do not
have to be requested by mail or in person; they can be
downloaded by computer from the Ukrainian Embassy’s
website.

For Ukrainians wishing to visit the United States, the
events of September 11 probably made that possibility even
more difficult than it already had been. Those seeking
immigrant status in the United States, however, had the
opportunity to once again try their luck in the Diversity
Visa Lottery, which grants permanent resident immigrant
visas each year to 55,000 applicants. The winners are
selected at random.

The 10th anniversary of Ukraine’s independence was
marked around the globe, wherever fate had cast
Ukrainians to live and work. In the United States, the pre-
miere celebration was at the Ukrainian Embassy in
Washington, where some 300 diplomats, government offi-
cials, businessmen and representatives of numerous organi-
zations joined in the festivities. Among the guests was a
historic grouping of all four U.S. ambassadors to serve in
Kyiv during its 10 years of independence – Roman
Popadiuk, William Green Miller, Steven Pifer and Mr.
Pascual.

Welcoming the guests, Ambassador Kostyantyn
Gryshchenko recognized the fact that, since gaining inde-
pendence, Ukraine has not advanced as far as some would
have hoped. “But we have come a long way,” he added.
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ing the museum’s 25th anniversary with their annual New
Year’s dinner/dance held on January 13. Malanka 2001 was
billed as the start of The Ukrainian Museum’s yearlong cel-
ebration of its 25th anniversary and raised over $50,000 in
cash and pledges to the museum’s building fund.

On October 14 the Ukrainian National Women’s
League of America (UNWLA), or Soyuz Ukrainok, raised
over $200,000 in donations or pledges to the museum’s
building fund at a gala luncheon held at the New York
Palace Hotel on Madison Avenue. 

The Self Reliance (New York) Federal Credit Union’s
donation to the museum came as part of a combined total
disbursement of over $830,000 to community institutions
and organizations as well as Ukrainian causes to mark the
credit union’s half century of service to the Ukrainian
American community.

The highlight of the April 29 gala concert, which fea-
tured top Ukrainian artists and internationally renowned
performers, was the world premiere of a work specially
commissioned by Self Reliance, the three-part “Ukrainian
Suite” by composer Myroslav Skoryk of Lviv.

The celebrations were dedicated to the pioneers of Self
Reliance New York for their “foresightful vision and
devoted work in the establishment of a Ukrainian finan-
cial institution in New York,” which continues to serve its
members and to nurture Ukrainian community life. As
noted in the program book prepared for the anniversary
celebrations, Self Reliance has flourished since its found-
ing 50 years ago with an initial deposit of $314.25 by 37
members of the Selfreliance Association of American
Ukrainians. Today it boasts more than $342 million in
assets and a membership of 12,117.

The current chairman of the board, Myroslaw Shmigel,
noted that the founders of Self Reliance brought the ideals
that had served the Ukrainian nation to a new homeland
and applied them here in the establishment of the first
Ukrainian credit union in the United States.

The president and CEO of Self Reliance, Bohdan
Kekish, noted that the establishment of Self Reliance New
York was, in effect, “a continuation of the cooperative
movement in Ukraine, which had been liquidated by the
Soviet regime in 1944 in Halychyna.”

In other credit union news reported in 2001 during a
special meeting on December 10, 2000, members of the
Newark-based Selfreliance UA Federal Credit Union
voted in favor of merging with Chicago-based
Selfreliance Ukrainian Federal Credit Union.

Votes for the merger were cast in person and by mail.
Results indicated that 385 members voted for the merger
and 17 against. Selfreliance UA Federal Credit Union and
Selfreliance Ukrainian Federal Credit Union had decided
to merge in order to enhance financial services for their
members. Prior to the merger, both institutions were suc-
cessful growth-oriented financial institutions serving the
Ukrainian community in the United States.

The merger was finalized on December 19, 2000. As a
result, the institution now serves over 20,000 members
and holds over $390 million in assets, over $48 million in
reserves, placing it among the top 3 percent of all credit
unions in the United States. The newly merged credit
union has nine locations in three states: Illinois, Indiana
and New Jersey.

Ihor Laszok, former president of Selfreliance UA
Federal Credit Union, assumed the duties of executive
vice-president of the newly merged entity, while former
Selfreliance Ukrainian Federal Credit Union Chairman of
the Board Michael R. Kos became the chairman of the
board of the newly merged credit union. Former
Selfreliance Ukrainian Federal Credit Union CEO Bohdan
Watral will become the new president and CEO of
Selfreliance Ukrainian American Federal Credit Union.

The Chicago-based Selfreliance Ukrainian American
Federal Credit Union also celebrated its 50th anniversary
in the United States by sponsoring a concert on October
13 in Chicago as part of its ongoing celebrations.
Established on May 12, 1951, Selfreliance Ukrainian
American Federal Credit Union has provided over $6 mil-
lion in support to Ukrainian community organizations.

Nearly 1,400 members attended the evening concert,
despite inclement weather, record rainfall and widespread
flooding, surpassing the organizers’ expectations. The
concert was the credit union’s gift to the community, and
especially to its members, as a thank-you for 50 years of
support and cooperation. The program featured the
Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus, as well as Chicago’s most
popular dance, choral and musical ensembles.

The sale of Verkhovyna
Also making news this year was the Ukrainian

Fraternal Association’s precarious sale of the Verkhovyna
resort center to the Ukrainian American Cultural

Ukrainians in the U.S.:
sustaining the community

Ukrainians in the United States this year were again
busy creating, promoting and sustaining various
programs, workshops, initiatives and relief efforts,

as well as working towards many other invaluable com-
munity projects – many of which began over a hundred
years ago when the first wave of Ukrainian immigrants
arrived in the United States. This year saw no less than the
same level of tireless dedication to promoting and benefit-
ing Ukrainian American society.

Chief among their efforts was the continued work
toward the completion of The Ukrainian Museum’s new
$7.6 million building project. Held in abeyance for a time
due to lack of funds, the project was restructured in the
early part of 2000 with the idea of building a more modest
museum facility, thereby scaling down the cost of con-
struction. In December 2000, however, the project was
brought back to its original architectural concept and fully
revitalized upon the receipt of a major gift of $2.5 million
and a $1 million Challenge Grant from Eugene and
Daymel Shklar, a California entrepreneur and his wife.
The Challenge Grant is designed to match any donations
to the museum up to a total of $1 million received
between November 2000 and the end of January 2002.

Then, on April 29, during the Self Reliance (New York)
Federal Credit Union’s 50th anniversary celebration at
The Cooper Union’s Great Hall in lower Manhattan, the
credit union added to the building fund by donating
$500,000 – putting The Ukrainian Museum one step clos-
er to breaking ground on the full-scale project. Olha
Hnateyko, president of the board of trustees for the muse-
um, speaking during the museum’s annual meeting on
June 3 said: “We are very close to achieving our goal. Our
attorney is reviewing the contract with the builder and as
soon as all the details are ironed out we will sign it.”

Aside from The Ukrainian Museum’s work in its build-
ing project, members of the board were also busy celebrat-

Foundation. At its convention in 1998 and its Supreme
Council meeting in 2000, the UFA had voted to sell
Verkhovyna to the UACF for the price of $925,000. In
August 2000 the UACF received a contract from UFA
President Ivan Oleksyn for the sale.

That contract contained a number of clauses that appar-
ently made it impossible for the UACF to obtain a mort-
gage to purchase Verkhovyna, including stipulations that
the UACF could not resell the property without UFA per-
mission for a number of years to be determined and that
no third party would be allowed to participate in the deal
(the UACF at the time had a third party, a Ukrainian reli-
gious group that was interested in supporting the purchase
of Verkhovyna). The UACF asked for a meeting to dis-
cuss the clauses, but the UFA’s lawyer replied that the
contract must be signed as is and refused to meet.

Then, in December 2000, Mr. Oleksyn signed a con-
tract for the sale of Verkhovyna to a non-Ukrainian group
based in Monticello, N.Y., for the price of approximately
$1.1 million.

The Ukrainian community in Glen Spey and members
of the UFA began a campaign to try to convince Mr.
Oleksyn to sell the property to the UACF, and a meeting
between the UACF, the UFA and the lawyers for both
groups took place on January 31. 

Mr. Oleksyn indicated that since the Monticello group
was scheduled to close the contract on January 29, he
would sell for the same price of $1.1 million and without
the previous clauses if he could be assured that the UACF
in fact had the money. 

UACF President Dr. Stepan Woroch presented a faxed
letter from a bank approving a mortgage based on a 30
percent down payment and the signing of an acceptable
standard contract. He suggested that a contract be signed
immediately with a 10 percent down payment. Mr.
Oleksyn indicated that, pending a vote of the UFA execu-
tive the next day, a contract would be signed. The next
day, however, Mr. Oleksyn apparently took steps to com-
plete the deal with the Monticello group.

Oleh Dekajlo, the lawyer for the groups attempting to
stop the sale of Verkhovyna to any non-Ukrainian group,
filed an injunction against the sale of Verkhovyna in
Federal Court in Monticello.

On March 12, following daylong conferences of attor-
neys and a judge of the New York State Supreme Court in
Sullivan County, the Ukrainian American Cultural
Foundation was given 90 days to close on the purchase of
the UFA’s resort in Glen Spey, N.Y. 

A hearing had been scheduled for that day for oral
arguments before Judge Burton Ledina of the New York
State Supreme Court in Sullivan County, based in
Monticello, to determine certain preliminary issues in the
case of UACF et al vs. the Ukrainian Fraternal
Association. The primary issue was whether the plaintiffs,
the UACF and others, were entitled to maintain the pre-
liminary injunction granted them on February 15 that
restrained the UFA from selling its resort to David
Willner. 

The UACF argued that UFA executive officers, in
agreeing to sell Verkhovyna to Mr. Willner, had acted in
violation of the resolutions adopted at the 1998 UFA
Convention as well as the 2000 annual meeting of the
UFA Supreme Council. Both bodies supersede the author-
ity of the UFA Executive Committee.

The defendants, including the UFA and its president,
Mr. Oleksyn, cross-moved for dismissal of the lawsuit,
removal of the temporary restraining order and removal of
the lien placed on the Glen Spey, N.Y., property by the
plaintiffs. They argued that the UFA By-Laws give the
Executive Committee the authority to sell the resort. The
defendants appeared with the proposed purchaser, Mr.
Willner, and were represented by Gerald Orsek, Andrew
Hailstone and L. Viglotti.

Mr. Dekajlo explained that Mr. Willner, a camp opera-
tor, had already made arrangements for summer camps on
the Verkhovyna property, having hired counselors and
staff for the campers, and wanted to proceed with the
camps, while the UACF preferred not to take the risk of
an extended court trial and further legal wrangling that
might have resulted in the Ukrainian community’s loss of
Verkhovyna.

Among the provisions of the court’s decision were the
following points:

• The contract between the UFA and Mr. Willner dated
December 5, 2000, was terminated and deemed null and
void; thus, the property was not sold to Mr. Willner.

• In order to prevent Mr. Willner from suing Mr.
Oleksyn and the UFA for monetary damages based on the
alleged breach of their contract of sale and Mr. Oleksyn
and the UFA board for allegedly acting outside the scope
of their authority (in contravention of previous decisions
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with neighborhood residents to plan the space and com-
memoration of Taras Shevchenko.”

Part of the school’s plan included the expansion of its
current seven-story Engineering Building between Astor
Place and Ninth Street to a new 15-story mixed-use build-
ing. The school sought a zoning variance to add 125,000
square feet of floor area in order to build more than the
currently allowable space designated by the Floor Area
Ratio (FAR). The Cooper Union would own the land but
lease out the building, using only the second and third
floors for academic purposes. The rest of the building
would be used by high-tech companies in order to gener-
ate revenue.

The two-story Hewitt Building located on the corner of
Seventh Street and Third Avenue, which the school cur-
rently leases from the city for $100 a year, would be
rebuilt to nine stories with retail on the ground floor. The
height of the new building had aroused the concern of
many St. George Church sympathizers who argued that
the new building’s elevation would eliminate any sunlight
the church receives. 

Because a larger FAR is more desirable, The Cooper
Union asked the City of New York to demap Taras
Shevchenko Place in order to expand the Hewitt site five
feet onto the street. In exchange for Taras Shevchenko
Place, The Cooper Union claimed to have planned a
pedestrian space on the rest of the 45-foot-wide alley
complete with trees, benches and a plaque commemorat-
ing Ukraine’s most famous poet and national hero.

Throughout the process, questions have arisen about
the openness and honesty of the school’s motivations.
Many local organizations, including The Coalition to Save

Then, during an October 31 scoping meeting intended
to start the process of either approving, modifying or dis-
approving The Cooper Union’s application for zoning
variances, Paul Travis of Washington Square Partners
rescinded the proposal to demap Taras Shevchenko Place.

As greater numbers of local organizations and politi-
cians banded together with the coalition against the
school’s large-scale development plan, The Cooper
Union’s road to seeing its expansion plan approved seems
steeper and steeper. In addition to over 20 organizations,
including community boards and historic preservation
committees, supporting the coalition, Anna Sawaryn,
chairwoman of the Coalition to Save the East Village,
acknowledged the advocacy of Rep. Jerome Nadler, New
York State Sen. Martin Connor, Member of the State
Assembly Deborah Glick and the continued support of
New York State Sen. Thomas Duane.

However, Jaroslaw Kurowyckyj, president of the
Shevchenko Preservation Committee, stressed that issues
directly affecting the Ukrainian community still exist in
the school’s current development plans. Mr. Kurowyckyj
noted that if The Cooper Union’s plans are accepted even
without the demapping of Taras Shevchenko Place, the
Ukrainian community, along with East Village residents,
will see drastic changes in their quality of life.

Olympic champion aids CCRF
In other news, on March 2 and 3 at the International

Skating Center of Connecticut, Olympic and world cham-
pion figure skater Viktor Petrenko headlined an all-star
cast that included Olympic and world champion Brian
Boitano of the United States, French sensation Philippe

by higher bodies, i.e., the UFA Convention and Supreme
Council), Mr. Willner was allowed to lease the
Verkhovyna resort for the summer of 2001 only. Mr.
Willner was to vacate the resort no later than August 25. 

As Mr. Willner would operate a 2001 summer camp at
the Verkhovyna resort, he was responsible for curing all
violations at the resort, obtaining all necessary municipal
and governmental certificates and licenses, keeping the
resort insured for the summer period for the benefit of the
UFA and the UACF, and making a security lease deposit
to guarantee his obligations under the lease. In addition,
he was to repair and/or replace, as necessary, the refrigera-
tion and cooking facilities, as well as the water supply and
septic system of the resort.

The UACF was forced to close title on the purchase of
the Verkhovyna resort within three months of March 12
and pay the balance of the purchase price, which is
$1,075,000 – the same price that Mr. Willner was to pay –
an inflated sale price over the original $925,000 offered to
the UACF by the UFA. (Included in the purchase price is
a one-family residence outside of the resort in the Glen
Spey community.)

At the end of Mr. Willner’s lease period, which ran
from June 6 to August 24, representatives of the UACF
sought access to the resort grounds in order to check on
Mr. Willner’s progress on the court-ordered restorations of
Verkhovyna facilities. However, a restraining order sought
by Mr. Willner barred the UACF access. Upon conclusion
of Mr. Willner’s Camp Achim Hasidim, representatives of
the UACF returned to the resort to find over $180,000 in
damages and over 11 tons of trash in what appeared to be
a thoroughly pillaged, ransacked and vandalized
Verkhovyna resort.

Video footage shown to The Ukrainian Weekly, shot
before and after Camp Achim Hasidim occupied the
grounds, shows a dramatic difference in the resort’s condi-
tion, placing the time the damages occurred quite con-
vincingly between the lease period of June 6 to August 24.

Richard Ranne, a native of Glen Spey who has spent
time working on the estate grounds for both Mr. Willner’s
camp and for the UACF, said that the furniture that was
missing or scattered about the resort grounds was either
thrown out or simply left outside to rot by order of Mr.
Willner himself.

During the course of The Ukrainian Weekly’s reports
on the topic Mr. Willner made several public comments
but would not return repeated phone calls. Speaking to
local papers he said: “This damage could not have been
done in eight weeks. All they’re (the UACF) doing is
shifting the mismanagement.”

According to the UACF’s lawyers, the Dekajlo Law
Firm, Mr. Willner tried to leave the resort grounds with
his $30,000 security deposit before the new owners could
step in and evaluate the estate’s condition. Upon seeing
the damage, the UACF’s attorneys held Mr. Willner’s
security deposit, with the result that Mr. Willner has
asserted a claim against the UACF that seeks to have his
deposit returned.

The issue now sits in the New York State Supreme
Court pending a decision by Justice Ledina. However,
since gaining control of the resort in August, the UACF
has held numerous successful fund-raising events and
camps on resort grounds.

Taras Shevchenko Place
The Ukrainian community this year also rallied around

the issue of saving a New York City street named Taras
Shevchenko Place when, in conjunction with a renovation
of its academic facilities, The Cooper Union asked the
city of New York in a Land Use Review Application filed
on February 28, to demap Taras Shevchenko Place adja-
cent to St. George Ukrainian Catholic Church. 

The action seemed to be the beginning of The Cooper
Union’s extensive plan to overhaul the area extending
from Fifth to Ninth streets and from Lafayette Street to
Taras Shevchenko Place.

But the school’s plans apparently angered many of the
area’s residents, who argued that the issue was about pre-
serving a community from commercial expansion. With
the planned enlargement of three buildings and retail
located on the bottom floor of several buildings, the
tripling of Peter Cooper Park, the possible construction of
a new hotel located at the current site of a parking facility
owned by the school at the convergence of Fourth
Avenue, Eighth Street and Lafayette, along with corporate
space – residents believe the area is changing into a more
commercialized neighborhood.

The Cooper Union, established by Peter Cooper in 1859,
is an academic institution intended by its founder “to pro-
vide a free education to gifted students from the working
class.” Cooper’s dream was to provide an education “as

free as water and air” which the school currently does by
offering full academic scholarships to all of its students.

The college claimed that its endowment of $329 million
is slowly running out and that it has been running deficits in
the last few years. Although ownership of the Chrysler
building brought The Cooper Union 46 percent of revenues
and 36 percent of its expenditures, “the college continues to
operate at a $5 million to $6 million annual deficit,” New
York City’s The Villager reported on May 16.

Because of these deficits, the school looked into
expanding its existing buildings in order to provide reno-
vated, modern facilities for its students, along with
leasable commercial and retail space in order to generate
further income.

The Cooper Union’s application, filed in accordance
with the City’s Uniform Land Use Review Procedure
(ULURP), had proposed the “demapping” – not the
renaming as some had originally thought – of Taras
Shevchenko Place. The process of demapping would have
removed the street from existence in all official matters,
and from all official documents. In its place, The Cooper
Union said it planned to build a park and pedestrian walk-
way. 

The school, however, released a statement saying that
The Cooper Union is committed to: “finding a way to
keep the name Taras Shevchenko Place on the City of
New York map, commemorate Taras Shevchenko in an
appropriate manner in a new pedestrian space, and work

the East Village, along with the Shevchenko Scientific
Society, Save Avenue A Society, Sixth and Seventh street
block associations, the Shevchenko Preservation
Committee and others have all urged the community to
get involved. 

The school, however, contends that it has held its nec-
essary community meetings well before specified dead-
lines and has kept its intentions up front with the commu-
nity.

Then, in late June, hotel impresario Ian Schrager quiet-
ly announced the dissolution of his partnership with Dutch
architect Rem Koolhaas and Jacques Herzog, of the Swiss
firm Herzog and de Meuron, in designing the Astor Place
Hotel, to be built on the south side of Astor Place between
Lafayette Street and Fourth Avenue, leaving open ques-
tions on The Cooper Union’s intent with regard to the
parking lot.

Then, in yet another bizarre twist to the story, during a
June 28 task force meeting, representatives of The Cooper
Union stated that the suggestion to demap Taras
Shevchenko Place was the proposal of New York City’s
Department of City Planning (DCP) and that the 1,000-
student art and engineering school was willing to leave the
street alone but continue with the renovation and modern-
ization of its facilities without the demapping.

However, apparently not wanting to deal with the
demapping, the school kept the issue on its application,
seemingly leaving the street’s fate to the DCP.

A street sign marks Taras Shevchenko Place at the corner of East Seventh Street in New York City.
Andrij Wowk



Candeloro, an Olympic and world medalist, as well as
U.S. silver medalist Sasha Cohen in “Viktory for Kids,” a
two-night benefit performance for the Children of
Chornobyl Relief Fund (CCRF). The event was intended
to raise public awareness and funds to help some of the
thousands of children still being affected by the world’s
worst nuclear disaster. Proceeds from the sold-out event
were earmarked for the creation of the Viktor Petrenko
Neonatal Intensive Care Unit in Mr. Petrenko’s hometown
of Odesa.

CCRF received net proceeds of $120,000 above
expenses, and more donations were still coming in to the
fund’s New Haven office. Western Union Financial
Services also made a major contribution in honor of Mr.
Petrenko, who serves as the spokesperson for the compa-
ny’s Eastern European campaign. Western Union market-
ing director Rennie Jackson presented CCRF with a check
for $9,400 for the purchase of an infant warmer for the
Petrenko Neonatal Unit.

Mr. Petrenko had turned to his close friend, Mr.
Boitano, who was the first to agree to skate in the charity
fund-raiser. Among the other skaters who also donated
their time and waived their performance fees were: Swiss
national champion Lucinda Ruh, Ukrainian national
champion Viacheslav Zagorodniuk, Italian national cham-
pion Silvia Fontana, Ukrainian daredevil acrobats
Volodymyr Besedin and Alexei Polishchuk, Israeli nation-
al champions Darya Zuravicky and Michael Shmerkin,
Olympic pairs champions Oksana Kazakova and Artur
Dmitriev, as well as Russian ice dancing stars Roman
Kostomarov and Tatiana Navka, Maya Usova and Evgeny
Platov, and Angelica Krylova and Oleg Ovsannikov.

To help familiarize the audience with the impact of
Chornobyl and CCRF’s medical mission, each “Viktory
for Kids” program began with a short introduction and
slide show. Schoolchildren from the local towns of
Simsbury and Avon read translations of a poem by
Ukrainian prodigy Vika Ivchenko and the first-hand
account of a young Chornobyl survivor now living in
Slavutych. A hush fell over the audience as Grammy
Award-winning jazz virtuoso Paul Winter performed vari-
ations on a Bach Adagio as a giant screen displayed
images of Ukrainian children by Connecticut-born pho-
tographer Joseph Sywenkyj, who visited orphanages and
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roses and warm embraces from the hospital staff.
Accompanied by Dr. Ihor Symonenko, the director of the
Neonatal Ward, and CCRF Executive Director Alexander
Kuzma, Mr. Petrenko had the opportunity to observe new-
born infants undergoing treatment with the help of the
equipment funded by his “Viktory for Kids” initiative.

Over the past seven months, CCRF worked with the
Odesa hospital to completely remodel and sanitize the
ward that houses the neonatal unit. As part of its 28th air-
lift last May, the fund delivered and installed some of the
most advanced technology available to treat newborn chil-
dren suffering from respiratory complications, low birth
weight and various birth defects. 

CCRF also found itself in the news when it uncovered
the plight of 127 orphans suffering from Down’s
Syndrome living in deplorable conditions in a remote
southern corner of Ivano-Frankivsk Oblast.

The Zaluchia Orphanage, located just outside the town
of Sniatyn, received the help of CCRF along with a
$40,000 grant from the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the
U.S.A. in January to help restore the facility. Until last
year, the orphans had been living in desperate conditions
documented by CCRF investigators and photographer
Joseph Sywenkyj. The exposure of the orphans’ plight by
CCRF eventually led to the dismissal of the former direc-
tor and an intensive campaign to provide the orphanage
with emergency humanitarian aid.

CCRF has provided the orphanage with new laundry
equipment, cleaning agents, wheelchairs, clothing, new
mattresses and plastic covers. The New Jersey Branch of
the Ukrainian Veterans’Association (Halychyna Division)
also provided new bed sheets for all 127 children. In the
latest phase of the overhaul, CCRF hired Kyiv contractor
Hryhorii Lebedenko and a local construction crew to
install a new roof on the children’s dormitory and to
replace the floors in the dining hall and play areas which
had been contaminated by human waste.

During an on-site visit in late October, Mr. Kuzma and
CCRF In-Country Director Olena Maslyukivska toured
the facility to verify that all donated supplies were in
place, and to ensure that construction and repair work was
continuing on schedule. The CCRF also hired an on-site
medical supervisor, Svitlana Kuzmin, to distribute med-
ication and to make sure that children were not being neg-

region of western Ukraine when, on March 5-6, floodwa-
ters from the Tysa River, engorged by a quick snow melt
and more than half a meter of rain during the March 3
weekend, destroyed over 1,200 buildings and flooded
another 30,000 in 240 population centers of Zakarpattia.
Nearly 15,000 people were evacuated or left homeless;
about 14,000 relocated with relatives. Fifty-two people
were hospitalized and six deaths were attributed to the
flooding.

The flood also caused much damage to the region’s
infrastructure. Fifteen population centers were left with-
out any electricity. Three bridges were destroyed and
five others were damaged, while 14 roads remained
impassable, as did eight rail lines. As of March 15, nine
villages were still not accessible by conventional
means.

Rallying around the need in the Zakarpattia region for
canned and non-perishable food, blankets, clothing, shoes
and household items, as well as monetary donations to
purchase medical equipment and medicine, the Ukrainian
Congress Committee of America (UCCA), the United
Ukrainian American Relief Committee (UUARC), the
Ukrainian National Women’s League of America
(UNWLA) and the Ukrainian American Coordinating
Council (UACC) all issued statements asking the
Ukrainian American community for its generosity in pro-
viding donations to help the victims of Zakarpattia’s
flooding.

Also important this year was the commemoration of
the 68th anniversary of the Ukrainian Famine-Genocide
of 1932-1933 held at New York City’s St. Patrick’s
Cathedral on Sunday, November 17.

An annual event sponsored by the Ukrainian Congress
Committee of America (UCCA), the commemoration
took on special meaning as several speakers linked the
tragedies in Ukraine to the evil perpetrated by terrorists on
the United States during the September 11 attacks.

Following the religious service, UCCA President
Michael Sawkiw Jr. greeted the congregation and intro-
duced the keynote speaker, Ambassador Kostyantyn
Gryshchenko, Ukraine’s ambassador to the United States.
Calling the famine “a very dark page in history,” the
ambassador mentioned the brutal tactics of the Stalin
regime, and the lack of attention paid to the famine by
most of the world at the time the genocide was unfolding.

Also taking part in the commemoration were Cardinal
Edward Egan, archbishop of New York, Archbishop
Antony of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the U.S.A.,
Metropolitan Stefan Soroka of the Ukrainian Catholic
Church, Ukraine’s Permanent Representative to the
United Nations Ambassador Valeriy Kuchinsky and the
Dumka Choir.

President George W. Bush, New York Gov. George E.
Pataki and Ukraine’s Minister of Foreign Affairs Anatolii
Zlenko sent messages to commemorate the solemn
anniversary.

The UCCA was in the news also as its president hosted
his first on-line Internet chat on Wednesday afternoon,
April 4.

Designed to bring the UCCA into the modern era with
a discussion about the future of the Ukrainian American
community in the 21st century, the chat brought forth
myriad questions about how to involve youth/students in
active community life, as well as questions regarding the
UCCA’s work in Washington and current events in
Ukraine.

The discussion primarily focused on the Ukrainian stu-
dent movement in the United States. Mr. Sawkiw
described the UCCA’s support for the revitalization of the
Federation of Ukrainian Student Organizations of
America (known by its Ukrainian-language acronym,
SUSTA). After nearly 10 years of dormancy, SUSTA and
its network of university Ukrainian clubs will once again
promote Ukrainian American issues on college campuses.
The UCCA executive board earmarked $5,000 to the
organizing committee of SUSTA to assist the student
organization. But, to date there has been little activity in
the student organization that was reborn during a June
conference in Chicago.

The UCCA continued its work this year with efforts to
foster a renewed dialogue with other Ukrainian American
organizations that walked out of the UCCA’s 13th
Congress in 1980 in Philadelphia in protest to what the
opposition termed “a one-party hegemony ruling the
UCCA.”

Thirty-one representatives of various Ukrainian
American organizations gathered on May 19 at the
Ramada Hotel in East Hanover, N.J., to discuss the need
for a single body capable of representing the Ukrainian
American community with the issue of distribution of
power among the groups still an important factor in

Former Olympic figure skating champion Viktor Petrenko with reporters in Odesa, where the Viktor
Petrenko Neonatal Intensive Care Unit was opened on October 22 with the assistance of the Children of 

Chornobyl Relief Fund.

cancer wards in Lviv, Ivano-Frankivsk, Rivne and
Kirovohrad.

The “Viktory for Kids” program was sold out on both
Friday and Saturday evenings. In addition to ticket sales
and corporate sponsorships, CCRF and the ISCC also
raised funds through a celebrity auction, VIP reception
and program booklet.

Then, on October 22, the Odesa Regional Children’s
Hospital in southern Ukraine welcomed Mr. Petrenko at
the grand opening of the new infant care unit re-named in
his honor. The Viktor Petrenko Neonatal Intensive Care
Unit was equipped with state-of-the-art medical technolo-
gy delivered by the Children of Chornobyl Relief Fund
and purchased with the help of funds raised at the
“Viktory for Kids” charity ice skating show. 

Following a noontime press conference, Mr. Petrenko
toured the facility, where he was greeted with bouquets of

lected or abused.
The CCRF also received a pledge of support from the

Swedish P & G Foundation after a front-page feature on
the orphanage appeared in the Oslo-based Expressen, a
prestigious investigative journal. A team of Swedish nutri-
tional experts and physical therapists toured the site earlier
this fall. Based on the assessment, the P&G Foundation
has offered to train local staff and nutritionists in ways to
improve care for children with special needs. 

Beyond capital repairs, the CCRF’s primary goal is to
improve hygiene and medical care at the facility. The staff
at the orphanage has expressed great relief after the arrival
of new mattresses, and an industrial-sized washer and dryer.

Community actions
Ukrainian American organizations were also instru-

mental in helping victims of the flood-ravaged Zakarpattia
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included: “good relations with the United States, integra-
tion into European institutions, a vibrant civil society
with full participation open to all, and religious revival.”

• On the occasion of the 10th anniversary of
Ukraine’s independence, Philadelphia’s Ukrainian
Human Rights Committee on August 22 hosted an
exhibit in Kyiv at the Verkhovna Rada, titled “The Road
to Freedom, Philadelphia – Kyiv, 1974-1991.”

The exhibit was also displayed at the Palace of
Ukraine on August 18 at the opening of the third World
Forum of Ukrainians and later at the Institute for
International Studies.

Through photographs and original documents, the
exhibit depicted 17 years of the Ukrainian Human
Rights Committee’s work prior to Ukraine’s independ-
ence. The exhibit encompassed the 1970s, marked by
demands for the release of Valentyn Moroz, Levko
Lukianenko and many other dissidents from Soviet pris-
ons, and culminated in the joyous independence cele-
bration on the steps of the Philadelphia Art Museum in
1991.

The exhibit included letters from members of the
U.S. Congress to Soviet officials on behalf of Ukraine;
hearings on Capitol Hill regarding human rights viola-
tions by the Soviet government; letters to political pris-
oners in the gulag, which were returned as “addressee
unknown”; and petitions to world leaders on behalf of
Ukraine. The exhibit also included the work of the U.S.
Congressional Commission on the Ukraine Famine of
1932-1933 and many other documents in the struggle
for the Ukrainian cause.

• Ukrainian Americans of the Metro Detroit area took
up the goal of creating a Ukrainian Heritage room at
Wayne State University this year. The room, an artistic
creation, will not be a museum but a functioning, fully
utilized classroom.

The basic details for the room have already been
planned and given to WSU for final approval. The map
relief of artwork originally crafted by the late noted
Ukrainian artist Edward Kozak has already been
restored by one of the project’s participating artists,
Jarema Kozak, (a son of the late Mr. Kozak). Another
wall will have a pre-fabricated but permanently mount-
ed showcase with a gate entrance adorned with wood-
cuts and carvings.

When the UHR/WSU Committee completes the
Ukrainian Heritage Room, it will be a gift from the
Ukrainian community to Wayne State University. The
Ukrainian Graduates of Detroit and Windsor will be
seeking historic landmark status for the Nationality
Rooms at WSU. The grads will also strive to have the
site listed in the National Register of Historic Places by
the U.S. Department of the Interior.

• The Ukrainian American Youth Association (SUM)
was in the news this year with its Internet and technolo-
gy group “CYMnet” giving rise to a new project aimed
at making computer technology available to every one
of SUM’s branches.

Dubbed the “Computers for Youth” project, efforts
began early in 2001 to collect donated computer equip-
ment, both new and previously owned, from corporate
and private sponsors. The goal was to provide computer
technology to local SUM branches and summer camps
for the development of educational materials in electron-
ic format; for SUM’s website development; for adminis-
trative use; and for the establishment of electronic com-
munication between SUMivtsi in all parts of the world.

Scores of Pentium-class desktop and laptop comput-
ers have been donated to the effort by U.S. corporate and
private donors. The computers are destined for a multi-
tude of final destinations. Many will be transferred to
SUM branches throughout the United States and other
computers will find a home in summer camps while still
others are earmarked for SUM use in Ukraine.

Current plans call for computers destined for Ukraine to
be shipped overseas in late spring. Through the Computers
for Youth project, CYMnet now plans to assist local
branches in obtaining the technology needed to allow
SUMivtsi to make use of the skills they’ve learned to enrich
youth programs through the use of computer technology.

• During the weekend of June 9-10, the first annual
Lemko Vatra (bonfire) in the United States took place at
the Ukrainian American Youth Association (SUM)
resort in Ellenville, N.Y. The festival was organized and
hosted by the Organization for the Defense of
Lemkivschyna.

The Vatra continued the tradition of the yearly festi-
val that has long been coordinated in the Lemko region,
located in southeastern Poland, which commemorates
the forced removal of the Lemkos during the 1947 relo-
cation campaign known as Akcja Wisla.

achieving unification.
The UCCA’s Committee on Unification, composed of

Evhen Ivashkiv, Bohdan Mychajliw, Julian Kulas,
Jaroslaw Fedun and Taras Hunczak, called the May 19
meeting in order to discuss the need for unification of
the Ukrainian American community with the possibility
of new by-laws adapted to the needs of the 21st century.

Attending the May 19 meeting were representatives
from the Ukrainian National Women’s League of
America, The Washington Group, Ukrainian National
Association, Ukrainian American Professionals and
Businesspersons Association of New York and New
Jersey, UACC, UCCA, Coordinating Committee to Aid
Ukraine and others.

The representatives present at the meeting formed an
Organizational Committee composed of representatives of
various organizations.

The UCCA executive board’s focus for the year 2001
centered on engaging the newest wave of Ukrainian
immigrants, also called the “Fourth Wave,” in Ukrainian
American organizations. The executive board went so far
as to create a “Fourth Wave” Committee within its organi-
zation to spearhead the effort.

Other topics on the executive board’s agenda were
preparations for the Third World Forum of Ukrainians held
in Kyiv, the 10th anniversary celebrations of Ukraine’s
independence, the UCCA’s relationship with the newly
elected Bush administration, as well as the renewal of stu-
dent participation in the Ukrainian American community.

A Demjanjuk trial again
John Demjanjuk, the former Cleveland autoworker

once thought to be “Ivan the Terrible” of the Treblinka
death camp, was once again on trial in the United States
as the Justice Department sought to prove that he was a
guard at several Nazi camps.

The U.S. Justice Department’s complaint, filed on
May 19, 1999, sought to revoke Mr. Demjanjuk’s U.S.
citizenship on the grounds that he illegally gained entry
into the United States and illegally gained U.S. citizen-
ship because he had concealed his service as a camp
guard.

Federal prosecutors allege that Mr. Demjanjuk served
as a guard at the Sobibor extermination camp and the
Majdanek concentration camp, both in Poland, and at
the Flossenberg concentration camp in Germany. The
lawsuit also alleged that Mr. Demjanjuk was trained for
that service at the Trawniki camp.

The trial got under way on May 29 in Cleveland
before Judge Paul R. Matia of the Federal District
Court.

Mr. Demjanjuk’s attorney, Michael E. Tigar, told The
New York Times at the start of the current trial that the
Justice Department’s case is nothing more than a “trial
by archives,” alluding to the fact that there are no living
eyewitnesses left in the government’s 24-year-long
investigation of Mr. Demjanjuk.

“We will show the court a scenario that explains how
it is that the government once again has got it wrong,”
Mr. Tigar argued before the court. That indirect reference
was to the U.S. government’s previous accusations that
Mr. Demjanjuk was the notorious “Ivan” of Treblinka – a
charge that did not hold up as Israel’s Supreme Court in
1993 overturned his conviction by a lower court.

Mr. Demjanjuk, who had lost his U.S. citizenship in
1981, regained it in February 1998 thanks to a ruling by
the same federal judge who is hearing the new case. In
his 1998 ruling Judge Matia cited fraud on the part of
U.S. government prosecutors and wrote that attorneys
of the U.S. Justice Department’s Office of Special
Investigations (OSI) “acted with reckless disregard for
their duty to the court and their discovery obligations”
in failing to disclose potentially exculpatory evidence to
the Demjanjuk defense.

Mr. Demjanjuk’s trial came to a close in Cleveland
on June 8. The Cleveland Plain Dealer reported that
Judge Matia, who heard the case without a jury, was
expected to decide within the next few months whether
Mr. Demjanjuk lied about his wartime activities. To date
there has been no ruling in the case.

* * *
Community developments in 2001 included the fol-

lowing.
• Ukrainians in the United States also commemorated

the closing of the Chornobyl nuclear power plant when
hundreds of worshippers of the Ukrainian Orthodox and
Ukrainian Catholic faiths crowded St. Vladimir
Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral in Manhattan on Sunday,
January 14, for a special prayer service. 

Archbishop Antony, head of the Ukrainian Orthodox

Consistory of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the
U.S.A., and Bishop Basil Losten of the Stamford
Eparchy of the Ukrainian Catholic Church, concelebrat-
ed the solemn moleben. Both prelates recalled the horri-
fying effects of the Chornobyl explosion on Ukraine
and prayed that the nation would never again be visited
by devastation. 

• The Ukrainian National Museum in Chicago –
which will soon celebrate its 50th anniversary – is cur-
rently in a state of expansion funded by a special grant
received from the state of Illinois. The architect for the
project is Chicagoan Joseph Mycyk. Construction offi-
cially began with a groundbreaking ceremony held last
spring.

• The 2000 U.S. Census results on the number of
Ukrainians in the United States were released, although,
the census figures on ancestry will not be available until
the later part of the year 2002. Demographer Oleh
Wolowyna provided some preliminary analysis on the
pages of The Weekly.

The total number of Ukrainians in 2000 was 862,416,
a 16.4 percent increase from the 1990 census estimate
of 740,803. In 1990 the number of persons who
declared Ukrainian as their first (or only) ancestry was
514,085, or 69.4 percent of the total; in 2000 this per-
centage increased to 72.2 percent (the absolute number
was 622,491). Thus, not only the number of Ukrainians
in the United States increased since 1990, but also the
proportion of persons with Ukrainian as their first (or
only) ancestry.

• A roundtable conference was held in Washington on
October 31 and November 1 titled “Ukraine’s Quest for
Mature Nation Statehood: Roundtable II – Taking
Measure of a U.S./Ukraine Strategic Partnership,”
which included almost two dozen panel discussions,
with more than 80 panelists and discussants participat-
ing. Conference organizers stated that “the goal of the
roundtable is to provide, inter alia, a valuable cache of
information, analysis and insight pertinent to U.S.-
Ukraine strategic relations for the new administration in
Washington and the newly appointed Cabinet of
Ministers in Kyiv.”

The event’s keynote speaker, Ukraine’s Prime
Minister Anatolii Kinakh, recognized the work being
done by the roundtable when he underlined its efforts to
“convene a conference that would bring together promi-
nent representatives from academia and the govern-
ments of Ukraine and the United States to assess
Ukraine’s prospects for accelerated integration into the
Euro-Atlantic community and stronger bilateral rela-
tions.” 

• The Washington Group held its 2001 Leadership
Conference on October 19-21 under the theme “Ukraine:
Focus on the Future.” At the official opening, the confer-
ence chair, George Masiuk, shared with the audience the
conference planners’ vision of the future of Ukraine that

St. Patrick’s Cathedral in New York City, site of the
November 17 commemorations of the 68th anniversary
of the Great Famine-Genocide of 1932-1933 in Ukraine.

Andrij Wowk
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Officially the first year of the 21st century, 2001
started with a bang for the Ukrainian Canadian
community in Mississauga, Ontario, just outside

Toronto, when about 1,800 mainly young revelers
attended a January 13 mega-Malanka event co-spon-
sored by the Toronto branches of the Plast Ukrainian
Scouting Organization and the Ukrainian Youth
Association (SUM).

The following month, the mood in the Ukrainian
Canadian community was far more sober when
Canada’s then-ambassador to Ukraine, Derek Fraser,
told a February 27 audience at the University of Ottawa
that the controversy involving murdered Ukrainian jour-
nalist Heorhii Gongadze could create a “blemish” on
Ukraine. 

In a letter dated a day before Mr. Fraser’s talk, the
Ukrainian Canadian Professional and Business
Federation called on Canadian Citizenship and
Immigration Minister Elinor Caplan to extend an offer
of asylum in Canada to Maj. Mykola Melnychenko and
his family. A former member of Leonid Kuchma’s presi-
dential security detail, Mr. Melnychenko went into hid-
ing after being charged with treason for secretly taping
conversations in the president’s office (later publicly
released), which seemed to implicate President Kuchma
and several high-level Ukrainian law enforcement offi-
cials in Mr. Gongadze’s disappearance.

Canada also raised its concerns about the handling of
the Gongadze case at a February 15 meeting of the
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe, of
which both Canada and Ukraine are members.

Mr. Fraser, who has since been replaced as Canada’s
ambassador to Ukraine by Andrew Robinson, was the
first speaker of the “Ambassador Lecture” series spon-
sored by the  University of Ottawa Chair of Ukrainian
Studies. Ukraine’s ambassador to Canada, Dr. Yuri
Scherbak, followed on April 18 as a guest speaker in the
lecture series.

On March 2, Federal Court of Canada Justice
Andrew MacKay ruled that Toronto resident Wasyl
Odynsky was not involved in any war crimes during
World War II and that his service with SS auxiliary
forces “was not voluntary.” However, the judge did find
that Mr. Odynsky probably “did not truthfully answer
questions that were put to him concerning his wartime
experience” when he arrived in Canada in 1949. Still,
Judge MacKay urged Immigration Minister Caplan to
consider the fact that Mr. Odynsky has been a good
Canadian since he obtained his citizenship in 1955
before deciding to denaturalize him.

That latter view was shared by groups like the
Ukrainian Canadian Civil Liberties Association
(UCCLA) and the Ukrainian Canadian Congress
(UCC), which urged the Canadian government to initi-
ate proceedings against Canadians allegedly involved in
historic war crimes only if there is “evidence of individ-
ual criminality.”

Later in the month, on March 24, UCC President
Eugene Czolij and Canada-Ukraine Relations
Committee Chair Myroslava Pidhirnyj met with
Canadian Foreign Minister John Manley. The two,
according to Mr. Czolij, called on the federal govern-
ment to “to reaffirm its special relationship with
Ukraine and to continue supporting those programs and
projects, which develop and foster the principles of a
democratic society.” 

The meeting preceded a visit to Canada by Ukraine’s
foreign affairs minister, Anatolii Zlenko. While in
Ottawa, Mr. Zlenko and Mr. Manley, who visited
Ukraine in December, signed a bilateral agreement on
the destruction of anti-personnel mines in Ukraine. Mr.
Zlenko also received $40,000 (about $26,000 U.S.) in
Canadian humanitarian aid for flood victims in
Ukraine’s Zakarpattia region.

On March 28 a UCCLA delegation, which included
the association’s research director, Lubomyr Luciuk,
met with Stockwell Day, leader of the Canadian
Alliance, the Official Opposition party in the House of
Commons. Mr. Day was briefed on the UCCLA’s long-
time campaign to gain official recognition of the injus-
tices involved in the World War I internment of thou-
sands of Canadians of Ukrainian descent. The UCCLA
also told the Alliance leader that the organization had
endorsed the Ukrainian Canadian Restitution Act initiat-
ed by one of the caucus members, Manitoba Member of
Parliament Inky Mark, now a member of the

Canada’s Ukrainians
continue to seek justiceDevastation, sadness and grief seemed to high-

light much of the conclusion of 2001.  The
emotional and physical toll in the wake of the

September 11 terrorist attacks on the United States
was felt by all of America and directly touched the
Ukrainian American community as well.  The
Ukrainian Weekly was there to report to readers on
the impact the 9/11 attacks had on Ukrainians in
America, Canada and Ukraine.

On September 30, The Weekly reported that among
the missing was Ivan (John) Skala, a police officer of the
Port Authority of New York and New Jersey and a mem-
ber of the Ukrainian American Youth Association
(SUM). The paper also learned of Oleh Wengerchuk, a
transportation designer with the Washington Group
International whose office was located on the 91st floor
of 2 World Trade Center. Later this paper released the
names of Yurii Mushinsky and Volodymyr Savinkin,
two Ukrainian citizens who died in the World Trade
Center attacks.

According to The Record, a newspaper based in
Bergen County, N.J., Mr. Skala, a Clifton resident and
paramedic in his town and neighboring Passaic, was one
of the first officers to heroically respond to the World
Trade Center disaster on September 11 to help rescue
those inside.

Mr. Wengerchuk also perished in the attacks on the
WTC that took over 3,000 lives when two commercial
airliners flew into the Twin Towers.

Messrs. Skala and Wengerchuk were later profiled in
The New York Times’ ongoing “Portraits of Grief” fea-
ture. Their stories were published on December 15 and
may be viewed online at www.nytimes.com.

The Ukrainian Weekly also reported on those who
narrowly escaped the attacks in New York and
Washington.

In Washington, Capt. Stephen Szyszka of the U.S.
Navy, branch head for Russia, Europe and NATO on
political and military affairs, was at a meeting on the
first floor of the Pentagon near the fourth corridor at the
Navy Command Center at the time the first plane hit the
World Trade Center’s north tower.  Upon seeing the sec-
ond plane crash into the South Tower, group members
immediately adjourned, returning to their respective
offices throughout the Pentagon.

Just minutes after Capt. Szyszka returned to his office
on the fourth floor near corridor three, he heard a loud,
violent explosion and felt the building shake. The impact
was American Airlines Flight 77 which, upon flying into
the Pentagon, destroyed all five floors between corridors

four and five and penetrated into four of the Pentagon’s
five rings where, only minutes before, Capt. Szyszka
was attending his command center meeting.

In New York Bohdan O. Gerulak, an architect and
project manager with the Port Authority of New York
and New Jersey, was working at his desk on the 72nd
floor of the north tower, just 10 to 20 floors below the
initial impact of American Airlines Flight 11, when the
plane crashed into the tower.  Mr. Gerulak was able to
flee the building before its catastrophic collapse.

There was also the story of the Hryckowian and
Romaniw families who have jointly owned the
Beekman Street Deli, located at 140 Nassau St. in
New York for over 20 years. Located just two blocks
away from what rescue workers have dubbed “ground
zero,” the site of the collapsed Twin Towers, many of
the area’s police and fire units are frequent customers
of the store.

Ms. Hryckowian shared her stories of September 11
with The Ukrainian Weekly, telling readers about the
victims the deli treated, the shelter it provided for those
running in fear from the collapsed towers and the relief
deli employees helped provide following the devasta-
tion.

The Weekly also offered its readers a glimpse into the
world of various Ukrainian relief workers who went
above and beyond the call of duty in helping the victims
of the attacks.

There was Dr. Frank Stechey, a forensic Canadian
dentist trained by the United States military, Armed
Forces Institute of Pathology, the Federal Bureau of
Investigation and the Federal Emergency Management
Agency, who paid his own way to volunteer identifying
the deceased victims.

Special Agent Andrew Rakowsky of the U.S.
Customs Drug Enforcement Administration Task Force
spent 12- to 16-hour shifts over the course of two weeks
sifting through the rubble in search of bodies and pieces
of the destroyed passenger planes buried when the Twin
Towers collapsed.

Christine Gorski, a Canadian citizen with a master’s
degree in psychological counseling, provided crisis
counseling for patients who, as a direct or indirect result
of the September 11 attacks suffered from or showed
signs of post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD).

In addition, on November 18 The Weekly published
an explanation of why the Twin Towers collapsed and
how they were constructed by engineer Marco J.
Shmerykowsky under the rubric of a new feature called
“Sci-Tech Briefing.”

A year defiled by terror attacks

A view of the devastation at ground zero where terrorist attacks struck the World Trade Center on 
September 11. Seen above is 6 World Trade Center.
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tival, International Caravan, in 1968. 
Around the same time, the UCC held its 20th trienni-

al congress in Winnipeg and re-elected Mr. Czolij, a
Quebec lawyer, to another term as president. Three
Ukrainian Canadian Youth Leadership Awards and 12
Shevchenko Medals were presented during the con-
gress. Among the medal recipients: Marco Levytsky,
editor of the Edmonton-based Ukrainian News, who
was recognized for making the publication a national
Ukrainian-Canadian newspaper. 

Far east of Winnipeg on October 28, Toronto’s
Ukrainian community paid tribute to 65-year-old
Edward Burstynsky on the occasion of his retirement
from a 34-year teaching career in the University of
Toronto’s linguistics department. Proceeds from the
banquet in his honor, held at the U. of T.’s Hart House,
went toward the establishment of the $100,000
Edward N. Burstynsky Ontario Graduate Scholarship.
Awarded a Ph.D. from the University of Toronto in
1967, Prof. Burstynsky served as associate chair and
undergraduate coordinator of the department of lin-
guistics since 1993. 

While Mr. Burstynsky was being feted, the UCCLA
was wrapping up a weekend summit in Canmore, Alberta.
Among the participants was MP Mark, whose Bill C-331
had passed first reading in the House of Commons. 

The following month, on November 22, the Osvita
Foundation, which promotes the teaching of the
Ukrainian language in Manitoba, honored Slavic studies
scholar Jaroslav Rozumnyj. A doctoral graduate in the
discipline from the University of Ottawa, Dr. Rozumnyj
served as chair of the department of Slavic studies at the
University of Manitoba from 1976 to 1989, during which
time he expanded the department’s program into one of
North America’s largest. Retired from the university in
1995 and former chair of the Canadian Friends of Rukh
Manitoba branch, he is currently editing the Canadian
volume of the Encyclopedia of the Ukrainian Diaspora. 

Another Winnipeger and former University of
Manitoba professor, Ostap Hawaleshka, became a mem-
ber of the Order of Canada on December 4 when
Governor Gen. Adrienne Clarkson presented him with
the distinction at her official residence, Rideau Hall, in
Ottawa. Professor emeritus of industrial engineering at
the university, Mr. Hawaleshka was honored for his role
in helping to establish the Science and Technology
Center in Ukraine, where he served as executive direc-
tor from 1994 to 1997. 

And, as the year wound down, it was revealed that
Canadian taxpayers were hit with legal bills totaling
$1.77 million (about $1.1 million U.S.) from three men,
all of them Eastern European immigrants, who success-
fully blocked the federal government’s attempts to expel
them from Canada. In each case, a federal court judge
ruled that government prosecutors lacked evidence that
the men were war criminals.

The highest legal bill ($750,000 for defense lawyers)
came from the case involving Johann Dueck of St.

Democratic Representative coalition of Conservative
and former Alliance MPs. 

In a post-meeting news release, the UCCLA
described Mr. Day as having “listened attentively” to
the presentation – and no doubt especially to the group’s
reminder that Jean Chrétien, when he held Mr. Day’s
position in 1993 prior to becoming prime minister,
promised to personally support redress.

The Ukrainian Canadian Professional and Business
Federation (UCPBF) also expressed support for Mr.
Mark’s Bill C-331, which was introduced in the House
of Commons on April 4. The private member’s bill
called on the federal government to install trilingual
(English, French and Ukrainian) memorial plaques at
any of the 24 internment camps where they are not pres-
ent; establish a museum at Banff National Park to com-
memorate the internment operations and honor the
Ukrainian Canadian community. 

The bill also featured a provision whereby the
Canadian government would negotiate with the
UCCLA for “suitable payment in restitution for the
confiscation of property and other assets from
Ukrainian Canadians,” including the development and
production of educational materials on Canada’s past
internment policies and activities. In addition, C-331
requested that Canada Post issue a single stamp or a
series of them to commemorate the internment of
Ukrainian Canadians and other Europeans during the
first world war.

A month before C-331’s introduction, UCPBF
President Oksana Bashuk Hepburn wrote to Canadian
Heritage Minister Sheila Copps, calling on her to cham-
pion a restitution package that includes: a policy and
research center on Ukraine and the creation of academic
chairs that would specialize on such issues as intern-
ment history. The federation’s March 1 letter also men-
tioned the option of individual compensation for intern-
ment camp survivors or their relatives.

Mr. Mark’s legislative proposal also received a
thumbs-up from the UCC Alberta Provincial Council,
which noted that the infamous Cave and Basin and
Castle Mountain internment sites are located in Banff
National Park. 

In the meantime, on April 24, Mr. Mark, whose fed-
eral Dauphin-Swan River riding includes more than
6,000 Ukrainian Canadians (over 13 percent of the
area’s population), held a joint news conference pro-
moting redress with members of the UCCLA. One of
those members, children’s author Marsha Skrypuch,
spoke of her grandfather, an internee at the Jasper,
Alberta camp. “For the crime of being Ukrainian, [he]
was stripped of his worldly goods, interned and forced
to do hard labor at the age of 18,” she said. “It was
racism, pure and simple.”

A day later, the Ukrainian Catholic Church
announced that 28 Ukrainians would be beatified during
Pope John Paul’s June visit to Ukraine. Among those to
be beatified were two bishops with Canadian connec-
tions. One of the prelates, Nykyta Budka, who served as
Canada’s first Ukrainian Catholic bishop from 1912 to
1927, later returned to Ukraine where he was arrested
by the Soviets in 1945 and sent to a prison camp hospi-
tal in Kazakstan, where he died four years later. The
other bishop, Vasyl Velychkovsky, was twice incarcerat-
ed by the Soviets before being allowed to leave the
Soviet Union for Canada in 1972. He died in Winnipeg
a year later. 

Also on April 25, the UCCLA distributed a new pam-
phlet on the Canadian internment operations, titled “A
Time for Atonement,” to MPs and senators. Meanwhile
in Ukraine in May, Jars Balan of the Edmonton-based
Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies (CIUS), deliv-
ered an academic paper on “Ukrainians and Romanians
in the New World” at an international conference, co-
sponsored by the CIUS and held at the State University
of Chernivtsi. While there, Mr. Balan met with repre-
sentatives of the university and the Canadian embassy
in Kyiv to discuss the establishment of Canadian studies
courses at post-secondary institutions in Ukraine. 

A month later, on June 16, the UCCLA unveiled a
statue at the site of the Spirit Lake internment camp
near Amos, Quebec. Sculpted by Kingston, Ontario,
artist John Boxtel and called “Interned Madonna,” the
statue depicts a Ukrainian internee with two of her chil-
dren: a swaddled infant boy and a young girl clinging to
her mother’s dress. The statue complements a trilingual
plaque that was unveiled at the site in 1999. 

A week later, the UCCLA and Parks Canada unveiled
four interpretive panels in Field, British Columbia, to
commemorate the internment camp at Camp Otter,
named after Maj. Gen. William D. Otter, the administra-

tor during World War I Canadian internment operations.
The summer also found the UCPBF announcing

plans to produce a television documentary dealing with
the contributions made by Ukrainian Canadians.
Academy Award-winning documentary-maker John
Zaritsky of Vancouver was tapped to serve as producer
and director of the film. The federation also received
funding for the project from the likes of the Taras
Shevchenko Foundation, which contributed $10,000
(about $6,300 U.S). 

As well, the UCCLA released an online version of its
print booklet, “Roll Call: Lest We Forget,” at
www.infoukes.com/uccla/images/Roll_Call.pdf. “Roll
Call,” which was first released in 1999, includes the
names of over 5,000 men, women and children who
were interned in 24 camps across Canada during World
War I.

Toronto played host to North America’s largest street
festival when some 35,000 people participated in the
fifth annual Bloor West Village Ukrainian Festival held
on September 21 and 22. Some of the highlights includ-
ed a parade along Bloor Street, featuring actress Mimi
Kuzyk as parade marshal, and an evening gala cabaret
hosted by CBC-TV comic Luba Goy and Globe and
Mail investigative journalist Victor Malarek. 

Following the September 11 terrorist attacks in the
United States, the UCPBF, which held its biennial con-
vention in Winnipeg on October 4-5, sent a letter to
Prime Minister Chrétien endorsing his government’s
support for America’s fight against terrorism in the
aftermath of the tragedy. Ms. Bashuk Hepburn urged the
prime minister to “counsel” the U.S. to exert pressure
on Israeli and Palestinian officials to end hostilities
between them and for Canada to send aid to the “down-
trodden” people of Afghanistan. 

At the UCPBF convention on October 4, four
Ukrainian Canadians were also honored with Nation-
Building Awards. Among them: 

• in the category of “Friend of Ukraine,” retired
Saskatoon psychiatrist Dr. Dmytro Cipywnyk, former
president of the Ukrainian World Congress, the
Ukrainian Canadian Congress and the Canadian
Ethnocultural Council, who now serves as chairman of
a Saskatchewan government advisory committee on
Saskatchewan-Ukraine Relations, which has developed
a model for a national health system in Ukraine;

• in the category of “Professional Achievement,”
Winnipeg singer Alexis Kochan, whose musical ensem-
ble, Paris to Kyiv, “breathes new life into ... ancient
songs from the deepest layers of Ukrainian tradition”;

• in the category of “Business Achievement,”
Ukrainian-born, former IBM vice-president Jim
Temerty, who serves as president of Toronto-based
Northland Power and has been active in helping to
develop Ukraine’s power industry; and

• in the special lifetime achievement category, Leon
Kossar, who died on August 4 at the age of 72 and who
co-founded Toronto’s annual summer multicultural fes-

President Leonid Kuchma greets Canada’s Foreign Affairs Minister John Manley in Kyiv on December 5.
AP Photo/Pool



Catharines, Ontario, who allegedly was a police officer
who rounded up civilians and soldiers for execution
during World War II and whom Ottawa wanted to send
back to his native Ukraine. 

Meantime, the federal government, which has won
six of nine cases involving alleged Nazi war criminals
since 1995 (though two of them died before they were
deported), has set its sights on Jacob Fast. 

On November 28, a trial began in Hamilton to deter-
mine whether Mr. Fast, who was born in Ukraine in 1910
and now lives in an old-age home in St. Catharines where
he struggles with Alzheimer’s disease, lied to enter
Canada in 1947. The Canadian government believes he
failed to mention having been forcibly recruited to serve
in a Nazi SS auxiliary unit during the war. 
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ety activities in Ukraine, the role of the Ukrainian Free
University will be increasingly recognized as a signal
factor in that process,” Dr. Bird said.

The Ukrainian Free University (UFU) officially inau-
gurated its 80th jubilee celebrations, on January 17 with a
commemorative liturgy in the intention of founders and
deceased UFU faculty members, and a convocation with
a concert.

The ceremonies featured an opening address by Rector
Leonid Rudnytzky, and addresses by the university
deans, Roland Pietsch, who spoke on the significance of
Ukrainian studies, and Reinhart Heydenreuter, who spoke
on the early history of the UFU. Prof. Wolodymyr Kosyk
presented Dr. Oleksandra Kysilevska-Tkach, who was
awarded a medal for outstanding service to the university.

• 2001 marked the 25th year since the founding of the
Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies (CIUS). A series
of commemorative events and lectures for the 2001-2002
academic year began with panel discussion on “The
Current State and Future of Ukrainian Studies,” which
took place on October 14. Panelists included Dr. Andreas
Kappeler, professor and director of the Institute of East
European History, University of Vienna; Dr. Frank
Sysyn, director of the Peter Jacyk Center for Ukrainian
Historical Research, University of Alberta; and Dr. Oleh
Ilnytzkyj, professor in the department of modern lan-
guages and cultural studies, University of Alberta. Dr.
Zenon Kohut, director of CIUS, University of Alberta,
served as moderator of the event. 

Dr. Kohut opened the proceedings by saying that the
CIUS was founded in 1976, in part to respond to three dan-
gers: Soviet policies aimed at suppressing Ukrainian cul-
ture; indifferent and sometimes hostile attitudes on the part
of Canadian political and academic elites; strong assimila-
tory pressures on the Ukrainian-Canadian community.
Since then, CIUS has promoted Ukrainian and Ukrainian
Canadian studies and has served as a resource center for
Ukrainian-language and bilingual education. The collapse
of the Soviet Union and Ukraine’s independence increased
the tasks, complexities and scope of CIUS’s work, as the
institute is now heavily involved in Ukraine and many
North American academics and government figures seek
knowledge on Ukraine through CIUS publications and
consultations with CIUS-based scholars.

Firsts
• Polish President Aleksander Kwasniewski and his

Ukrainian counterpart, Leonid Kuchma, on October 6
attended the inauguration of the European College of
Polish and Ukrainian Universities in Lublin, eastern
Poland. The founding declaration stated that the college
was founded to help create a strategic partnership
between Poland and Ukraine.

Speaking at the inauguration, both presidents stressed
that the college is the first step toward the establishment
of a Polish-Ukrainian university. 

“Educational institutions are able to build bridges of
reconciliation. Both science, as well as culture and arts
were, are, and will be stronger, more powerful than bor-
ders, visas and passports,” Mr. Kwasniewski said in
Lublin. 

“For centuries, Lublin was a place where cultures of
the West and the East came together, so the education of
a younger generation here in the spirit of tolerance and
respect for others and democratic principles will promote
the rapprochement of both nations that are on the road
toward a unifying Europe,” Mr. Kuchma noted.

Eighty-six Ukrainian, two Belarusian and 16 Polish
post-graduate students (who will be working toward their
doctorates) were matriculated into the college on
September 6. The college was set up by three Lublin-
based universities: Maria Curie-Sklodowska University,
Catholic University, and the Central and Eastern
European Institute: as well as three Ukrainian ones: the
Kyiv-based Taras Shevchenko University, the National
University of Kyiv-Mohyla Academy and the Lviv-based
Ivan Franko National University.

• The Church Studies Program at the Canadian
Institute of Ukrainian Studies on November 2 hosted two
important events honoring the memory of Prof. Bohdan
Bociurkiw: the official opening of the Bohdan Bociurkiw
Memorial Library, which houses his library and archive,
and the inauguration of the Bohdan Bociurkiw Memorial
Lecture series. The lecture, on the topic “Ukraine’s
Foreign Policy: 10 Years after Independence,” was deliv-
ered by Borys Tarasyuk, foreign affairs minister of
Ukraine in 1998-2000. 

Prof. Bociurkiw (1925-1998) was a prominent politi-
cal scientist and a world-renowned specialist in the area
of human rights, Soviet religious policy and the history of
Ukrainian Churches. 

• The November 4 issue of The Weekly reported on
the first Ukrainian e-book. Students of Ukrainian have a
valuable new aid for language learning – with a few
clicks of a computer mouse, they can find the conjugation
of hundreds of Ukrainian verbs in Andrij Hornjatkevyc’s
“530 Ukrainian Verbs” released by Ukrainian
Multimedia, Interactive Learning and Digital Publishing
at the University of Alberta.

The first full-fledged Ukrainian e-book is presented in
a cross-platform PDF format and will run on virtually
any Macintosh or Windows machine that supports Adobe
Acrobat Reader 4.0 or greater.

The verb publication holds over 560 pages in a file
that is less than 2 megabytes in size. 

• At year’s end came two major announcements from
The Encyclopedia of Ukraine project – one of the most
important and far-reaching scholarly projects ever under-
taken by Ukrainian scholars in the West. On November
30, the project celebrated two significant achievements:
the publication of the Encyclopedia of Ukraine: Index
and Errata – the final volume of the encyclopedia’s book
edition; and the official launch of the Internet
Encyclopedia of Ukraine (IEU) project, which ventures
to generate the most comprehensive source of informa-
tion in the English language on Ukraine and Ukrainians
and to make this information accessible to Internet users
around the world. 

The Encyclopedia of Ukraine evening took place at
the Ukrainian Canadian Art Foundation Gallery in
Toronto and was organized as part of the celebrations of
the 25h anniversary of the Canadian Institute of
Ukrainian Studies (CIUS), which initiated the English-
language encyclopedia project in 1977. 

The index provides a guide to individuals, civic and
political groups, and select places, institutions, and peri-
odicals that are cited in the Encyclopedia of Ukraine. Its
preparation represents the first major step in work to
develop an Internet version of the encyclopedia.

The objective of the Internet Encyclopedia of Ukraine
project is to develop and continuously update and main-
tain a sophisticated and user-friendly Internet site con-
taining the most comprehensive source of information in
the English language on Ukraine, its history, people,
geography, political economy, society, diaspora, and cul-
tural and scientific heritage. The site will present tens of
thousands of entries on a variety of subjects and include
contributions from hundreds of leading specialists from
around the world. 

The IEU project will consist of two main stages of
development. During stage 1 the initial IEU database of
over 20,000 entries will be created; it will contain the
articles published in the five-volume Encyclopedia of
Ukraine. In Stage 2, a system for continuously updating
and modernizing the database will be implemented. 

• On November 14, the government of Saskatchewan
released “A Progress Report on University
Revitalization,” an interim report card on the govern-
ment’s attempt to revitalize the province’s universities
with an eye to the current and future needs of the
province. Under the heading “Meeting the Learning
Needs of Society” the report lauds the initiative of St.
Thomas More College through the creation of the Prairie
Center for the Study of Ukrainian Heritage (PCUH) “as a
link a between this province’s Ukrainian community and
academia by focusing on academic research, document
collection and oral history.” This important affirmation of
the work of the PCUH by the provincial government
demonstrates that, although only three years old, the
Prairie Heritage Center has already made its mark on
higher education in Saskatchewan. 

Special projects, events
• On December 3 the Canadian Institute of Ukrainian

Studies (CIUS) sponsored a roundtable discussion on
“Ten Years after Independence: Quo Vadis, Ukraine?”
Panel participants included well-known scholars on con-
temporary Ukraine: Dr. Taras Kuzio, research associate at
the Center for International and Security Studies, York
University; Dr. David Marples, professor of history at the
University of Alberta and director of the Stasiuk
Programme for the Study of Contemporary Ukraine at
CIUS; and Dr. Roman Solchanyk, consultant at the Rand
Corp. The panel moderator was Dr. Zenon Kohut, direc-
tor of CIUS. The panel was organized as part of a series
of special events celebrating the tenth year of Ukraine’s
independence and the 25th anniversary of CIUS.

• At the Ukrainian Canadian Program at the Canadian
Institute of Ukrainian Studies, research on various
aspects of the history of Ukrainians in Canada during the
interwar period has been continuing. In addition to assist-
ing students at universities in Canada and abroad who are

Endowments, special programs, memorial lectures
and scholarly publications on the Internet were
some of the hallmarks of the year in the world of

academia. Below are some of the highlights of 2001, aca-
demically speaking.

Anniversaries
• The Ukrainian Free University this year marked its

80th anniversary. As noted by Dr. Thomas E. Bird,
deputy chair of the department of European Literatures at
Queens College, City University of New York, and hon-
orary professor at St. Clement Pope Ukrainian Catholic
University in Rome, on whom the UFU conferred an
honorary Ph.D. in recognition of lifetime commitment to
teaching and scholarship, “Arguably the most significant
contribution of the scholars associated with this institu-
tion has been their preservation of the idea of independ-
ent Ukrainian scholarship and the transmission of those
achievements to the wider world of learning. They have
worked, in a paraphrase of Katherine Mansfield, ‘not to
make us clever for another time, but to make us wise for
all time.”

“The future of the Ukrainian nation is directly related
to the degree of national self-awareness found among her
people. National self-consciousness is the surest barrier
against absorption of the country’s sovereignty by anoth-
er state. As the world monitors the evolution of civil soci-

The academic world:
looking back, and ahead

Member of Parliament Inky Mark and his wife place
a wreath at the former site of an internment camp in 

Field, British Columbia, in late October.
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and scholars. The testimonial banquet was held at the
Winnipeg Art Gallery on November 22. 

In Ukraine
• Profs. Ihor D. Pasichnyk and Natalia Lominska, rec-

tor and vice-rector, respectively, of the National
University of Ostroh Academy visitied various U.S. cities
to meet local Ukrainian Americans in the Cleveland,
Detroit, Chicago and New York/New Jersey areas. Other
stops are in the planning stage. The Ostroh professors
focused on the topic “Educating Future Patriotic Leaders
in a Democratic Ukraine.”

“Imagine, if you will, an Oxford in Ukraine,” The
Weekly wrote. “That’s the vision of the National
University of Ostroh Academy, located in the historic
small town of Ostroh, in the Rivne Oblast of Ukraine. In
10 years, university officials hope, Ostroh Academy –
which this year marks the 425th anniversary of its found-
ing – will be the Ukrainian Oxford, and Ostroh will be an
internationally renowned academic town much like the
English town it sees as its model.”

Dr. Pasichnyk and Prof. Lominska both underlined
that Ostroh accepts only the top students from all parts of
Ukraine and that its educational program is geared not
only toward academic excellence but toward producing
patriotic adults who will assume leadership positions in
diverse fields of endeavor in Ukraine.

Records of Ostroh date back to 1100; during the 16th
and 17th centuries this small town in Ukraine was
famous as a political, cultural and educational center. 

There in 1576, under the patronage of Prince Vasyl
Kostiantynovych Ostrozsky, the first institution of higher
education in Eastern Europe was established: the Slavic-
Greek-Latin Academy. 

By decree of President Leonid Kravchuk on April 12,
1994, the Ostroh High Collegium was established as the
successor to the illustrious academy. Two years later,
President Leonid Kuchma issued another decree that
renamed the institution the Ostroh Academy. Successive
presidential decrees proclaimed the institution a universi-
ty and a national university.

Ostroh Academy’s rector and vice-rector explained
that one of their goals is to create a stable endowment
fund based on hard currency. To be called the
International Fund for the Rebirth of Ostroh Academy, its
long-term goal is $1 million. During their tour of
Ukrainian American communities Dr. Pasichnyk and
Prof. Lominska succeeded in raising $20,000. 

• At Kyiv’s International Management Institute (IMI-
Kyiv), Director General Bohdan Budzan in a July inter-
view with The Weekly underlined that IMI-Kyiv gradu-
ates have the necessary knowledge, contemporary vision
of the world, a sense of their own mission in this world,
self-confidence and the readiness to bear responsibility
for their companies. “Having already educated 820
M.B.A. students, and with a current enrollment of 266
students, we are slowly educating Ukraine’s business
elite,” he said. “Of our graduates 95 percent remain in

investigating a wide range of Ukrainian Canadian topics,
the UCP has been actively encouraging greater coopera-
tion between the Center for Ukrainian Canadian Studies
at the University of Manitoba, the Prairie Center for the
Study of Ukrainian Heritage at the University of
Saskatchewan, and the Huculak Chair of Ukrainian
Folklore at the University of Alberta. In conjunction with
the latter endeavor, the program successfully launched a
periodic e-mail bulletin for students, scholars and others
interested in the field, called Field Notes from Ukrainian
Canada.

• Penn State University offered an eight-credit
Summer Education Abroad Program in Ukraine for stu-
dents at the sophomore level and beyond interested in
focusing on Ukrainian language and culture. Classes,
held on campus at Ivan Franko State University of Lviv,
included courses in elementary and intermediate
Ukrainian, “Readings in Ukrainian” and “Special
Topics.” Besides excursions in the city, there were trips to
such sites as the resort of Truskavets in the Carpathian
Mountains, the Olesko Castle Museum and Kyiv.

• The department of modern languages and cultural
studies at the University of Alberta announced a new
travel-study course in Lviv called “Ukrainian Through its
Living Culture” that was offered for the first time during
the summer of 2001. The program is designed to enhance
practical language skills through a direct experience of
current life in Ukraine. It employed contemporary popu-
lar culture and media, taking maximum advantage of the
urban Lviv environment to expand vocabulary and com-
prehension. “Ukrainian Through its Living Culture” was
taught in Ukrainian and was open to Canadian as well as
international students.

Endowments, fund-raising
• The Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies was the

beneficiary of a new endowment created specifically to
help finance the work of the Ukrainian Canadian
Program, established by William and Justine Fedeyko of
St. Albert, Alberta.

The Fedeyko Family Endowment Fund will generate
additional funds for the Ukrainian Canadian Program to
sponsor scholarly research, host conferences, facilitate
publishing and engage in community outreach activities.

Jars Balan, the administrative coordinator for the UCP,
underscored the importance of the Fedeykos’ donation, as
well as its symbolic significance: “At a time of chronic
underfunding of post-secondary education by all levels of
government, it is crucial that Ukrainian Canadian studies
develop other resources to supplement the limited monies
that are available from public sources. It is fitting that Mr.
and Mrs. Fedeyko, who are descendants of Ukrainian
pioneers, should pay tribute to the ground-breaking spirit
of their ancestors by starting an endowment that will be
dedicated to preserving their memory.”

• Early this year The Weekly noted that a recognition
luncheon was held December 15, 2000, at Penn State
Univeristy in State College, Pa., in tribute to Alex and
Helen Woskob, natives of Ukraine who became success-
ful real estate developers in the United States. The cou-
ple’s most recent gift to the university was $1.5 million to
create the Woskob Family Chair in International
Agriculture.

The distinguished faculty member who will be
appointed to the Woskob Chair will focus on creating
partnerships in Ukraine for student and faculty
exchanges, and for collaborative research on improving
the production and marketing of agricultural commodi-
ties.

“Helen and Alex Woskob generously have invested
their time, expertise and resources to benefit Penn State
and the State College community,” said Robert D. Steele,
dean of the College of Agricultural Sciences. “This
endowed chair will enhance the education of countless
students here and abroad, create knowledge to help
Ukraine and other countries to better feed their people,
and foster international goodwill and understanding.”

The Woskobs have a long history of support for higher
education. In 1992 they established the Ukrainian
Agricultural Exchange Program, enabling collaboration
between the College of Agricultural Sciences and the
Ukrainian Agricultural Academy. They have been
involved in the university’s Ukrainian studies program
and have served on the advisory board of the Center for
Ukrainian Agriculture.

• In February, The Weekly reported that the Prairie
Center for the Study of Ukrainian Heritage at St. Thomas
More College had embarked on a five-year fund-raising
campaign to endow various academic programs and com-
munity-based initiatives.

Commenting on the initial response of the community

to the campaign, Don Gorsalitz, head of development at
STM, said, “I am impressed by the high level of support
and commitment from various individuals in the commu-
nity. If this continues, we can well expect to meet and
exceed our target of $1.25 million.” Some of the PCUH’s
current programs are an oral history project, archives
project, and artist/writer-in-residence program along with
various upcoming conferences and exhibitions.

The Prairie Center for the Study of Ukrainian Heritage
builds on the 50-year history of Ukrainian studies at the
University of Saskatchewan by bringing together partner
institutions, agencies and individuals who are committed
to preserving, documenting and celebrating the legacy of
Ukrainian Canadians as nation-builders.

Awards
• Erast Huculak, who immigrated to Canada from

Ukraine in the late 1940s, was awarded an honorary doc-
tor of laws degree from the University of Alberta on June
11, in recognition of his philanthropic efforts. He founded
and headed the Children of Chornobyl Canadian Fund.
He led the Canadian Association for the Development of
Ukraine, promoting democratization and reform; pur-
chased the building for the Embassy of Ukraine in
Canada and donated it to the Ukrainian government; and
served as an advisor to President Leonid Kuchma. In
order to deepen the public’s understanding of Ukraine,
Mr. Huculak has contributed funds for the publication of
numerous books on history. He also donated a large sum
of money to create the Huculak Chair of Ukrainian
Culture and Ethnography at the University of Alberta,
which has become one of the leading Ukrainian ethnog-
raphy programs in the world.

• Dr. Jaroslav Rozumnyj, senior scholar with the
department of German and Slavic studies at the
University of Manitoba, was selected as an Osvita
Foundation honoree for the year 2001. A distinguished
scholar, widely known in Canada and abroad, Dr.
Rozumnyj was recognized for his contributions to the
field of Slavic studies, as well as his work on behalf of
the Ukrainian community. His teaching career began at
Laurentian University in Sudbury, Ontario, where he set
up the Ukrainian and Russian program in the department
of modern languages (1960-1963). He has since held
appointments at Western Michigan University, and, since
1964, at the University of Manitoba. In 1976-1989 he
was chairman of the department of Slavic studies at the
University of Manitoba, where he rebuilt and expanded
the department’s program to become the largest in North
America. After retiring from the University of Manitoba
in 1995, he served as dean of the faculty of philosophy at
the Ukrainian Free University, and was named an hon-
orary professor at the National University of Kyiv-
Mohyla Academy in Ukraine.

Dr. Rozumnyj’s special field of interest is Ukrainian
language and literature. As a longtime supporter of
Ukrainian language education, Dr. Rozumnyj has worked
to educate a generation of Ukrainian language teachers

A postcard from the National University of Ostroh Academy marks the 425th anniversary of its founding.



Ukraine, 40 percent of whom are already top managers.
They are already in all of Ukraine’s major cities.” 

Dr. Budzan noted that IMI-Kyiv has raised roughly
half a million U.S. dollars, constructed a building frame
with roof and windows, and received City Council
approval for a 50-year land lease. Most importantly, he
said, the Free Enterprise Foundation for Eastern Europe
(FEFEE) was established, which is a tax-exempt U.S.
foundation able to raise funds. This foundation will be
able to support the immediate completion of IMI-Kyiv’s
construction. 

Memorial lectures
• When Ukraine became an independent state in 1991,

it was believed by some that the young country would
quickly manage to shed the negative political and eco-
nomic legacies of Soviet rule and begin to integrate more
closely with the West, especially with the European
Union (EU). Events of the past 10 years have shown,
however, that Ukraine has largely failed to reorganize its
economy and political system, while Western countries,
especially those of the EU, have not developed compre-
hensive and steadfast policies to encourage Ukraine’s
eventual integration into European economic, political
and security structures. 

These were some of the main conclusions reached by
Dr. Oleksander Pavliuk, director of the Kyiv center of the
EastWest Institute, who delivered this year’s Shevchenko
lecture, “A Challenging Decade: Ukraine and the West,
1991-2001,” on March 8 at the University of Alberta in
Edmonton. The annual Shevchenko Lecture is sponsored
by the Ukrainian Professional and Business Club of
Edmonton and organized by the Canadian Institute of
Ukrainian Studies (CIUS).

Dr. Pavliuk divided the decade into four distinctive
periods that reflect the evolution of Western attitudes and
policies toward Ukraine. The first, from 1991 to 1993,
was a period of neglect, when the West’s attention was
focused largely on Russia, while Ukraine was viewed
with skepticism and suspicion. Next came the period of
support, 1995-1997, which was characterized by
Ukraine’s increasing cooperation with the West. This
included both political and economic support. In 1998-
1999 came a period of Western frustration, when opti-
mism as to Ukraine’s commitment to economic reform
began to fade.

The fourth period of Ukraine’s relations with the West
may be characterized, according to Dr. Pavliuk, as the
beginning of Western disengagement. Although assis-
tance was promised to the Yuschenko government,
Ukraine was essentially left alone to deal with its prob-
lems. “The lack of trust in Ukraine and a good portion of
skepticism that had accumulated in Western capitals in
previous years hit hardest the government that deserved it
least and at the most inappropriate time,” he concluded. 

• In commemoration of the 140th anniversary of Taras
Shevchenko’s death, the Shevchenko Scientific Society,
Prosvita-Lachine, and the Ukrainian Canadian
Professional and Business Association of Montreal host-
ed a talk in Ukrainian by Prof. Jaroslav Rozumnyj on the
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subject of the use of the word “Moskal” in Shevchenko’s
poetry, and the subsequent commentaries on this word
during the Soviet era which define it as “soldier” or
“tsarist officer,” but never “Russian” or “Muscovite.” The
lecture was held at the Ukrainian Youth Center in
Montreal on March 16.

Based on newly available material about Shevchenko,
Prof. Rozumnyj of the University of Manitoba advanced
the thesis that Shevchenko’s decision to use the word
“Moskal” with its ethnic designation of “Muscovite” was
a conscious political choice stemming out of the poet’s
anger at Russia’s domination and oppression of Ukraine.
He stated that in using the term “Moskal” the poet was
reflecting the prevalent “anti-imperial attitude amongst
the (under-privileged) Ukrainian population,” as well as
his own “anger and judgment about the conduct of
Russians in Ukraine.” 

• Prof. Natalie Kononenko spoke on March 16 about
the rituals of marriage, birth and death as they are prac-
ticed in the villages of central Ukraine today. A professor
of Slavic languages and literatures at the University of
Virginia, and president of the Slavic and East European
Folklore Association. Prof. Kononenko delivered the
15th annual Ivan Franko Memorial Lecture, co-sponsored
by the Chair of Ukrainian Studies at the University of
Ottawa and the Ukrainian Canadian Professional and
Business Association of Ottawa. 

Prof. Kononenko described traditional rituals – the
ones contained in published sources and in archival man-
uscripts. Then she explained how rituals were trans-
formed in the Soviet era when religion was banned and
paying homage to Lenin, the Communist Party and the
Soviet state was mandatory. Lastly, she described con-
temporary rituals, using information from her own field-
work. 

This year marked the 15th anniversary of the Ivan
Franko Memorial Lecture series, an annual public lecture
by noted scholars in Ukrainian studies from Canada and
abroad. Co-sponsored by the Chair of Ukrainian Studies
at the University of Ottawa and the Ukrainian Canadian
Professional and Business Association (UCPBA) of
Ottawa, the series has helped raise the profile of
Ukrainian studies and raise awareness of Ukrainian mat-
ters in Canada’s capital. Named after one of Ukraine’s
greatest creative minds, the lecture was instituted by the
UCPBA and Carleton University in 1986 upon the initia-
tive of Prof. Bohdan Bociurkiw and graduate student
Ivan Jaworsky. 

• “It is impossible to understand the history of the
Soviet Union without acknowledging the role of
Ukraine,” said Andrea Graziosi, a professor of contempo-
rary history at the University of Naples (Federico II). In
fact, it is essential to recognize the central role played by
Ukraine and Poland in the critical events of Europe in the
20th century. Prof. Graziosi spoke at Harvard University
on April 2 at the invitation of the Ukrainian Research
Institute to deliver the Vasyl and Maria Petryshyn
Memorial Lecture. 

In Ukraine the period 1917-1921 was characterized by
a number of state-building efforts, and the region was not

only a battleground, but also a site of competing ideolo-
gies. The upheaval in Ukraine, according to Prof.
Graziosi, forced Lenin to think in national terms – thus
the creation of a “Union of Soviet Socialist Republics” as
opposed to Ukraine becoming an autonomous part of an
all-Russian federation. 

Another period of Ukrainian state-building followed in
the context of the Soviet Union, in which Marxism was
used as a tool for building national states. That state-
building was not allowed to develop beyond the 1920s; it
was challenged by Stalin, who ultimately induced the
horrendous famine of 1932-1933 to impose his will. The
greatest modern catastrophe suffered by the Ukrainian
people, the Great Famine of 1932-1933, deserves more
attention from historians. “I am convinced that contem-
porary historians will not understand our century until
they are able to internalize what happened in Ukraine in
1932-1933,” said Dr. Graziosi.

• The Danylo H. Struk Memorial Lecture, the second
in this series of annual lectures, was delivered by George
Grabowicz, the Dmytro Cyzevskyi Professor of
Ukrainian Literature at Harvard University, at the
University of Toronto on May 11. His theme was “Taras
Shevchenko as a National Poet. A Comparison with
Pushkin and Mickiewicz.”

Prof. Grabowicz expounded a theory that national
poets are made, not born; they are made by themselves
with the help of the national ethos, history and their
social environment. The paths were similar for Ukraine’s
Shevchenko, Aleksandr Pushkin of Russia and Adam
Mickiewicz of Poland, although history and social cir-
cumstances were different for each of these poets. Prof.
Grabowicz maintained that Shevchenko, Pushkin and
Mickiewicz painted themselves into national icons by the
sheer force of their eloquence, commanding the reader to
identify them with the national cause. 

The causes were similar for all three poets. Pushkin
had criticized the tightening grip of Russian autocracy
upon society and its ruthless territorial expansion.
Mickiewicz bemoaned the foreign occupation that befell
Poland as the Third Partition of Poland was decreed by
the Congress of Vienna in 1815. Shevchenko, in the true
spirit of a freedom fighter, called for open rebellion
against the political and social oppression by Russia in
Ukraine.

• On November 8, 2001, the Harvard Ukrainian
Research Institute hosted Dr. Sherman Garnet, who pre-
sented the second annual Zenovia Sochor Parry Memorial
Lecture titled “The Geopolitics of Muddling Through.”
The dean of James Madison College at Michigan State
University, former U.S. Deputy Assistant Secretary of
Defense and author of “Keystone in the Arch: Ukraine in
the New Political Geography of Central and Eastern
Europe” (1997), Dr. Garnett argued that Ukraine is a state
that has survived but not flourished. It is a country mired in
transition. Dr. Garnett said he does not see a serious chal-
lenge to Ukrainian sovereignty today, yet there is a threat
to its capacity to determine its own place in Europe. There
is a structural resistance to the change Ukraine needs to
better fit with Europe, and this is the worst time for
Ukraine to present such an image to the West, to appear
lost and muddling through, to retreat from grand ambitions
of finally finding its place in Europe. 

At the time when Ukraine looks lost and muddled, Dr.
Garnett noted, Russia looks decisive and, in a way that it
has not in a long time, pro-Western. A certain period of
muddling through is something to be expected from a new
country, like Ukraine, burdened with its Soviet past.
However the internal trends and especially the politics of
the last couple of years have not produced a solid status
quo, they are more characteristic of a state in decline. The
Annual Zenovia Sochor Parry Memorial Lecture Series
was established at Harvard University by friends and fami-
ly of the late scholar. Dr. Parry was a professor at Clark
University, the significant and respected scholar in the field
of Soviet and East European history and politics. From the
early 1980s until her death in February 1998, she was a
member of the Harvard Ukrainian Research Institute. 

• On November 16, Dr. Oleh Wolowyna of Chapel
Hill, N.C. delivered the 2001 Mohyla Lecture at St.
Thomas More College. A demographer and statistician by
training, Dr. Wolowyna provided a historical overview as
well as current information on the participation of ethnic
Ukrainian Canadians in the traditional and non-traditional
churches. 

Dr. Wolowyna noted the important role that assimila-
tion and mortality has had on declining rates of participa-
tion of ethnic Ukrainians in both the Ukrainian Catholic
and Ukrainian Orthodox Churches. Utilizing recently
released Canada Census data, he described regional vari-
ations but underscored that the overall rate of decline has

Borys Tarasyuk (second from right), former foreign affairs minister of Ukraine, delivered the inaugural Bohdan
Bociurkiw Memorial Lecture on November 2. With him (from left) are: Dr. Zenon Kohut, director of the
Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies; Vera Bociurkiw, widow of Dr. Bociurkiw, a renowned political scientist 
and specialist in Ukrainian Church history; and Serhii Plokhy, director of the Church Studies Program at CIUS.
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Fedkovych National University, the Canadian Institute of
Ukrainian Studies (which made the greatest financial con-
tribution to the conference), the Chernivtsi regional gov-
ernment, and the Bukovynian Center of Political Science.
The conference was co-organized by the Chernivtsi Oblast
city councils, Stephen the Great University in Suceava and
the Moldovan State University. 

Featured in the first session of the conference, titled
“Ukrainian-Romanian-Moldovan Relations in Pre-
Modern Times,” were controversial issues in Ukrainian,
Moldovan and Romanian historiography. 

The second session dealt with “The Era of National
Rebirth: Reciprocal Influences and Their Projection onto
the Historical Traditions of Ukraine, Romania and
Moldova,” while the third covered “The 20th Century in
Romanian-Ukrainian Relations: Pitfalls of Historicism
and Resources of Political Pragmatism.” 

The conference concluded with a plenary session that
featured a presentation by Anton Buteiko and V. Kotyk of
the (Ukrainian Embassy in Romania) titled “The
Ethnopolitical Factor in Contemporary Ukrainian-
Romanian-Moldovan Relations.” 

• The International Association of Ukrainian Studies
(IAUS) announced that the Fifth World Congress of
Ukrainian Studies will be held in Chernivtsi on August
26-29, 2002.

IAUS President Mykola Zhulynskyi, an academician
who recently served as Ukraine’s vice prime minister for
cultural affairs, indicated that the forthcoming congress
will be more multidisciplinary than its predecessors. To
this end, the organizing committee has been working to
identify new areas and disciplines in which Ukraine is
studied in order to bring the congress to the attention of
new practitioners. 

Organizing committee member Yaroslav Hrytsak, a
professor at Lviv’s Ivan Franko University, pointed out:
“There is a greater than ever need to bridge generations
and national boundaries in Ukrainian studies. We expect
this congress to allow new voices to be heard and new
partnerships – even across oceans – to be forged.”

The congress announcement read in part: “The very fact
of Ukraine’s independence has provided Ukrainianists with
new perspectives in research. Today it becomes ever more
evident that both the character and trajectory of Ukraine’s
post-Communist transformation – its successes and fail-
ures – are to a large extent dependent on the previous his-
torical and cultural legacy of Ukraine. The present ‘state of
the nation’ calls for a critical reassessment of this legacy –
for a closer analysis of those elements that are presently
responsible for structural benefits and/or constraints on the
evolution of culture and society in Ukraine and that will
continue to have a long-term impact on Ukraine’s develop-
ment. Of special interest is the multicultural character of
this legacy, which has not yet been adequately integrated
into Ukrainian studies.” 

accelerated in the last decade. He noted in particular the
trend whereby individuals of partial Ukrainian ancestry –
some 650,000 – are not members of either the Ukrainian
Catholic or Orthodox Churches and that in this regard the
process of continuing assimilation will have serious
future implications for both. 

New research
• On November 20 Harvard University professor Dr.

Terry Martin spoke at the University of Toronto’s Center
for Russian and East European Studies (CREES) on the
topic “Stalin and the Ukraine Famine.” The presentation,
part of this year’s annual commemoration of victims of
the Soviet-engineered Famine of 1932-1933 in Ukraine,
was co-sponsored by the Peter Jacyk Program for the
Study of Ukraine administered by CREES, the Toronto
Branch of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress, and the
Toronto office of the Canadian Institute of Ukrainian
Studies, with financial assistance provided by the
Ukrainian Studies Fund at Harvard University. 

Dr. Martin reported that he has found unequivocal evi-
dence that Stalin was aware of existing famine condi-
tions. He was also able to establish a clear linkage
between the Famine and Stalin’s personal view of Soviet
nationalities policy. The scholar noted that he had sought
to establish the precise moment when the nationalities
factor came to play a leading role in these events and
who or what brought about such an abrupt change in state
policy. His research has led him to conclude that Stalin
and his paranoid fear of “losing” Ukraine were the cata-
lyst for the evolution of tragic events. Dr. Martin indicat-
ed that the new information regarding the role of Stalin
and his closest collaborators provides the underpinnings
for his forthcoming study regarding the causes of the
Famine in Ukraine, which will be based on a greater level
of detail and conceptualization about this tragedy.

• In the 1990s, the Kyiv historian Yuri Shapoval estab-
lished himself as a leading authority on the history of
Communist rule in Ukraine. He is the author or co-author
of over 400 publications, most based on archival documents
from Soviet secret police and Communist Party archives in
Ukraine, which became widely available to scholars and
researchers only after the collapse of the Soviet Union. 

In spring 2001 Dr. Shapoval spent two and a half
months in Canada at the invitation of the Canadian
Institute of Ukrainian Studies (CIUS) to conduct further
research and complete projects in his area of expertise.
Funding for his research stay came from the Drs. Ivan
and Myroslawa Iwanciw Endowment Fund administered
by CIUS. Dr. Shapoval completed work on a manuscript
on the long-term head of the secret police in Ukraine,
Vsevolod Balytsky (1892-1937). 

During his stay in Canada, Dr. Shapoval gave several
lectures before academic and Ukrainian community audi-
ences, including CIUS-sponsored lectures on “Current
Historiography of Totalitarianism in Ukraine:
Achievements and Problems” at the University of Alberta
(March) and on “Archival Sources on Researching
Bolshevik Political Terror in Ukraine, 1917-1956” at the
University of Toronto (May). 

In Ukraine, Dr. Shapoval heads the Center for
Historical and Political Studies at the Institute of Political
and Ethnonational Studies, National Academy of
Sciences of Ukraine.

• Following a 10-month stay in Toronto, Dr. Oleksander
Pavliuk, 2000/2001 John Kolasky Memorial Fellow,
returned to Ukraine in late June. The John Kolasky
Memorial Fellowship is awarded annually by the Canadian
Institute of Ukrainian Studies (CIUS) to Ukrainian schol-
ars and researchers to support scholarly research and relat-
ed activities in Canada. Dr. Pavliuk worked on two
research projects: Ukraine’s current relations with the West
and the diplomacy of the independent Ukrainian govern-
ments and their Central and Eastern European counterparts
immediately following World War I. 

Within the framework of the first project, Dr. Pavliuk
wrote two essays while in Canada. The first, “Ukraine
and the EU: The Risk of Being Excluded,” was recently
published as a chapter in the volume “Beyond EU
Enlargement: The Agenda of Direct Neighborhood for
Eastern Europe.” In May he submitted the second essay,
“Unfulfilling Partnership: Ukraine and the West, 1991-
2001,” for publication in the journal Survival. The first
draft of this essay was distributed among policy-makers
during the EU-US-Canada Policy Forum on Ukraine held
in Washington, on April 2, and organized by the EastWest
Institute.

Within the parameters of the second project, Dr. Pavliuk
completed work on a large chapter on the diplomacy of the
independent Ukrainian governments in 1917-1923 for a
collective monograph on the history of Ukrainian diploma-

cy, which is to be published by the Institute of History,
National Academy of Sciences (Kyiv). He also completed
a draft of an article on the international factor in the
Ukrainian revolution of 1917-1921, which he planed to
submit to a Western academic journal.

Fellows
• Seven scholars from Ukraine, Poland and the United

States were selected as the first recipients of the Eugene
and Daymel Shklar Fellowships in Ukrainian Studies at
Harvard University and began their residency at the
Harvard Ukrainian Research Institute in the 2001-2002
academic year.

These scholars boast a wide range of academic experi-
ence and research interests in anthropology, history, polit-
ical science and literature. They include: Laada Bilaniuk
(department of anthropology, University of Washington);
Oleksander Halenko (Institute of Political and Ethno-
National Studies, National Academy of Sciences of
Ukraine); Aleksandra Hnatiuk (Center for Studies on the
Classical Tradition, Warsaw University); Tamara
Hundorova (Institute of Literature, National Academy of
Sciences of Ukraine); Volodymyr Kravchenko (depart-
ment of Ukrainian studies, Kharkiv State University);
Volodymyr Kulyk (Institute of Political and Ethno-
National Studies, National Academy of Sciences of
Ukraine); and Stephen Shulman (department of political
science, Southern Illinois University).

Dr. Roman Szporluk, director of the Ukrainian
Research Institute, noted: “This is a most impressive
group of scholars. All of us at the institute look forward
to their arrival at Harvard University. I am sure that for
every one of them the time spent here as Shklar Fellows
will be a significant chapter in their intellectual biogra-
phies. I am also sure that by interacting with Institute
associates and a broader Harvard community they will
make us aware of the important work that is being done
in the area of Ukrainian studies elsewhere in the world.”

Conferences
• On March 10 the Shevchenko Scientific Society of

America hosted the 21st annual scholarly conference
dedicated to Taras Shevchenko, Ukraine’s national bard
and the society’s patron. The conference, held at the soci-
ety’s headquarters in New York City, was co-hosted by
the Ukrainian Academy of Arts and Sciences in the U.S.
(UVAN), the Ukrainian Research Institute of Harvard
University and the Harriman Institute of Columbia
University.

Dr. Pavlo Hrytsenko of the Institute of Ukrainian
Language at the National Academy of Sciences of
Ukraine spoke on “The Language of Shevchenko in the
Light of Dialectology,” sharing with the audience his
scholarly findings about the influence of dialects in
Shevchenko’s works. Far from being confined to the lex-
icon of central Ukraine, Shevchenko’s language drew
upon the riches of many Ukrainian dialects, including
some from far-flung regions, such as the Carpathian
area.

Dr. Volodymyr Karpynych of UVAN lectured on
“Shevchenko and Goethe,” noting that he has discovered
some remarkable parallels between the poetry of
Shevchenko and that of the great German poet and
philosopher Johann Wolfgang von Goethe. 

Dr. Larissa Zaleska Onyshkevych, president of the
Shevchenko Scientific Society in America, closed the
conference with remarks about the reasons Shevchenko
has remained relevant to Ukrainians of all generations no
matter where they happen to live. 

• In conjunction with the 10th anniversary of
Ukraine’s independence, the Shevchenko Scientific
Society convened a scholarly conference designed to
examine what role social sciences and humanities could
play in the reinforcement of Ukrainian statehood. The
conference, which was open to the public, took place on
May 19 at the society’s home in New York City. It was
organized by Prof. Wsevolod Isajiw, a vice-chairman of
the Social Sciences Section of the Society, in close col-
laboration with the section’s chair, Prof. Marta B.
Trofimenko. The scheduled speakers were Profs. Isajiw
(University of Toronto), Yaroslav Bilinsky (University of
Delaware) and Nadia Kokhan (Kyiv State University), as
well as Elehia Natalia Skoczylas, a sociologist, political
consultant and pollster with worldwide experience.

• The idea for an international scholarly conference on
Ukrainian-Moldovan-Romanian relations was put for-
ward by academics of the Iurii Fedkovych National
University in Chernivtsi and the Canadian Institute of
Ukrainian Studies (CIUS) at the University of Alberta.

The conference was held at the Fedkovych National
University on May 16-17. Its chief organizers were the

An advertisement for the Encyclopedia of Ukraine, 
which is preparing an Internet version.



The cultural scene, as it was covered in The
Weekly, has been rich and varied. Among the
highlights of the year were the following, listed

by category.
Archaeology

• Khersonesos, one of the most important archaeolog-
ical sites on the Black Sea, was included on the 2002
World Monuments Watch List of the 100 Most
Endangered Sites. The list was announced on October
11 by the World Monuments Fund at a press conference
at The Museum of Modern Art in New York. The site
appeared on the WMF annual list previously in 1996
and 1998.

Architecture
• Radoslav Zuk, professor of architecture at McGill

University, Montreal, and an honorary professor of the
Kyiv Technical University of Building and Architecture,
appeared as guest lecturer at Cambridge University in
May where he delivered lectures on the topics “Cultural
Identity in Contemporary Architecture: A Challenge in
the Age of Globalization” and “Architecture and Non-
Harmonic Structures in Music.” An exhibition of his
work titled “Radoslav Zuk – Reinterpreting Tradition:
An Exhibition of Ukrainian Churches in North America
and Museum Projects in Ukraine” was held concurrent-
ly at Clare Hall on April 26-May 11. At McGill
University’s convocation on June 7, Prof. Zuk was pre-
sented with the Ida and Samuel Fromson Award for
Outstanding Teaching by the faculty of engineering.
Prof. Zuk’s latest church design, the Nativity of the
Theotokos Ukrainian Catholic Church in Lviv’s Sykhiw
district, was the site of Pope John Paul II’s meeting with
youth on June 26 as part of the pontiff’s historic five-
day visit to Ukraine.

Art
• The exhibition “Three Generations of Cholodny

Artists” opened at The Ukrainian Museum on April 28,
featuring paintings and icons of Petro Cholodny the
elder (1876-1930), those of his son, Petro Cholodny the
younger (1902-1990), and of Andrew Charyna (born
1950), grandson of Petro Cholodny the younger. The
body of the work presented in the exhibition was on
loan from private collections.

• Ukraine’s participation at the 49th Venice Biennale,
one of the largest international festivals of contempo-
rary art, which opened on June 9, was embroiled in a
controversy concerning claims to official representation
and choice of participating artists, compounded by the
interference of government institutions. The Biennnale
controversy received extensive press coverage and air
time in Ukraine, as well as on the Internet. The
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a survey from A to ...

Ukrainian entry at the Biennale was presented by
Valentyn Rayevsky and his group of artists. The presen-
tation elicited a mixed reaction and, on the whole, a
negative critical reception, with the exception of an offi-
cial Ukrainian press release. Articles appeared in The
Weekly on April 15 and July 22.

• The exhibit “Ukrainian Pavilion,” prepared by Mr.
Onuch and the Masoch Fund artists, Ihor Diurych and
Ihor Podolchak, which was originally slated to be the
Ukrainian presentation at the Biennale, opened in Kyiv
at the Center for Contemporary Art in December, with
the participation of international art professionals and
representatives of non-governmental institutions who
spoke of the necessity of creating an association that
would speak for the interests of independent artists and
art institutions.

• Fragments of a recently uncovered mural by the
Jewish-Polish writer and artist Bruno Schulz (1892-1942),
painted during the last weeks of his life in a private home
in Drohobych, were removed and smuggled out of
Ukraine in late May in a secret operation by representa-
tives of the Yad Vashem Holocaust Memorial and trans-
ported to its museum in Jerusalem. Ukraine’s Minister of
Culture Yurii Bohutskyi promised to press for the mural’s
return to Ukraine. The story was given extensive coverage
in the Polish press and was reported by The New York
Times on June 20. An article titled “A Painting, an Artist
and a Case for Restitution,” by Nicholas Sawicki,
appeared in The Ukrainian Weekly on July 22.

• The landmark exhibit “The Phenomenon of the
Ukrainian Avant-Garde, 1910-1935,” opened at The
Winnipeg Art Gallery on October 10, bringing together
over 70 works highlighting the significant contribution
of Ukrainian artists to the international avant-garde
scene. The exhibit was organized by Mary Jo Hughes,
WAG curator of historical art, with Dr. Myroslav
Shkandrij, professor of Slavic studies at the University
of Manitoba, as guest curator. Exhibited works were on
loan from Kyiv’s National Art Museum, the State
Museum of Ukrainian Theater, Music and Film Arts,
and private collections. This was the first time that an
exhibition devoted entirely to the Ukrainian avant-garde
was being shown in North America. After being on
view at the WAG until January 13, 2002, the exhibit
will be shown at the Art Gallery of Hamilton and the
Edmonton Art Gallery.

• An exhibit of Ukrainian Folk Icons dating from the
18th-19th centuries, from the collection of Lydia
Lykhach of Kyiv and the Ivan Honchar Museum in
Kyiv, opened at the gallery of Sophia Skrypnyk in
Edmonton in October, with subsequent showings at the
Ukrainian Canadian Art Foundation in Toronto,
(November 2-12); the Ukrainian National Museum in
Chicago (November 23-December 7); and The
Ukrainian Museum in New York, (December 16
through February 10, 2002). The exhibit is included in
the roster of Exhibits USA, a non-profit traveling exhi-
bition service that promotes traveling exhibitions for
museums throughout the United States.

• Works by Saskatoon artist Taras Polataiko and
Torontonian Natalka Husar, in exhibitions titled respec-
tively, “Taras Polataiko” and “Natalka Husar: Blonde
with Dark Roots,” were on view at the Art Gallery of
Hamilton and the Winnipeg Art Gallery this fall. Mr.
Polataiko’s work is widely reviewed by leading national
and international media. Ms. Husar’s work has been
given extensive Canadian press coverage and has been
the subject of art and gallery publications.

• An exhibit of 15 works, mostly self-portraits, by
Andriy Humeniuk opened at the Mayana Gallery in New
York on October 12. Forming an integral part of the
exhibit was a reading by Mr. Humeniuk from his work
“Doroha,” a reflection on his six-year stay in the United
States. The exhibit marked Mr. Humeniuk’s return to
Ukraine, conceived as a return to one’s self, and to the Les
Kurbas Theater in Lviv with which he is affiliated. 

• Other artists who held exhibits this year were:
Alexandra Isaievych, “Reconciling Anxiety and
Authenticity,” The Interchurch Center, New York City,
February; Andrei Kushnir, “American Light 2001,” Taylor
& Sons Fine Art Gallery, Washington, September 29-
November 3; Ina Levytsky, “birdroom,” BUSgallery,
Toronto, August; Patricia Pochenko Stillman, paintings
and sculptures, The Ukrainian Institute of America, New
York, October; Christina Saj, “Indomitable Spirit:
Paintings of Faith, Hope and Remembrance,” Interchurch
Center, New York City, December.

• The work of 12 artists who excel in crafts with inno-
vative forms and designs comprised the exhibit “Crafting
Identities,” held at the Ukrainian Institute of America
(UIA) in New York in November. Featured was the work

of: Masha Archer, jewelry; Boris Dudchenko, glass;
Nancy Weeks Dudchenko, ceramics; Natalia Kormeluk,
ceramics; Lialia Kuchma, tapestry; Dan Kvitka, wood;
Sophia Lada, hand-painted ornaments; Nina Lapchyk,
hand-painted silk; Kateryna Nemyra, ceramics; Zorianna
Sokhatska, hand-painted silk; Valentin Yotkov, works in
silver; and Sofia Zielyk, pysanky. The exhibit, chaired by
Ilona Sochynsky Shyprykevich and sponsored by the
Ukrainian National Women’s League of America, Branch
113, and the UIA, was a fund-raiser for The Ukrainian
Museum in New York.

Cultural Institutions
• The University of Alberta celebrated the establish-

ment of the Canadian Center for Ukrainian Culture and
Ethnography (CCUCE) on May 11 with a reception in
the Timms Center for the Arts in Edmonton.

• The Ukrainian National Museum in Chicago, in
preparation of its upcoming 50th anniversary celebra-
tions, undertook the expansion of its facilities with
funding from the state of Illinois. Construction began
with a groundbreaking ceremony held in the spring. The
architect for the project is Chicagoan Joseph Mycyk.

• The Philadelphia Museum of Art, with the
Ukrainian Educational and Cultural Center as co-spon-
sor, presented a program of Ukrainian art, music, dance
and film on August 8.

• The Ukrainian Museum in New York celebrated its
25th anniversary with a gala luncheon at the New York
Palace Hotel on October 14. On the occasion, over
$200,000 was donated or pledged to the museum’s
building fund for the new $7.6 million museum facility.
Keynote speaker at the event was Adrian Karatnycky,
president of Freedom House.

• The Ukrainian Institute of Modern Art in Chicago,
founded by Dr. Achille and Vera Chreptowsky, celebrated
its 30th anniversary in October. The institute, which show-
cases the work of Ukrainian artists, writers and musicians,
is headed by long-time president Oleh Kowerko. As part of
its jubilee celebration the institute honored two of its gen-
erous donors — Selfreliance Ukrainian American Federal
Credit Union and 1st Security Ukrainian Federal Savings
Bank of Chicago, which were presented with the “Friend
of the Institute Award.”

Dance
• Choreographer John Taras, a longtime associate of

George Balanchine, co-staged, with Victoria Simon,
Balanchine’s “Symphony in C” for the American Ballet
Theater and Stravinsky’s “Firebird,” which is often per-
formed by the Dance Theater of Harlem. The fall stag-
ings were acclaimed by New York Times dance critics
Jennifer Dunning and Anna Kisselgoff.

• American Ballet Theater’s spring season at the
Metropolitan Opera and two-week autumn run at City
Center featured principal dancers Maxim Belotserkovsky,
his wife, Irina Dvorovenko, and Vladimir Malakhov, plus
corps de ballet member Vladislav Kalinin. Mr.
Belotserkovsky and Ms. Dvorovenko were pictured on the
cover of February’s Dance magazine and the cover of the
May/June Pointe magazine. 

Film
• The Ukrainian international film festival, “Our

Blossom – Across the World,” initiated by the Institute of
Diaspora Studies at the Kyiv-based Ukraina Society,
which is headed by Vice Prime Minister Mykola
Zhulynskyi, announced prize-winners from among proj-
ects submitted by professionals and amateurs. The winner
of the inaugural grand prize was Valentyn Sperkach for
the documentary “The Kuban Kozaks: 200 Years...,”
which deals with the struggle of the Kuban Kozaks for
ethnic survival. Other prize-winning entries were: Oleksii
Naumenko’s “Distant Native Land,” the story of the
Ukrainian émigré community in Australia; Viktor
Cheryshuk’s “Appia Antica,” which gives an overview of
the history of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church in
Ukraine; Eduard Zaniuk’s, “The Vision of Peter Jacyk,”
which features the prominent Ukrainian Canadian busi-
nessman and philanthropist; Oleksander Mukhin’s anima-
tion, “Lira”; and “The Never-Changing Face of Plast,” a
film about the Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization,
made in 1999 on the 50th anniversary of the organiza-
tion’s founding in the United States, as a collaborative
effort by Zenia Brozyna, Adia Fedash and Zenia
Piaseckyj, with Vlodko Artymyshyn, producer. The
awards presentation was held in March in Kyiv.

• “The Undefeated,” a feature film in Ukrainian
depicting the life of Ukrainian Insurgent Army (UPA)
Gen. Taras Chuprynka – Roman Shukhevych, who led
the fight against both the Nazis and the Soviets in

Catalogue cover of “The Phenomenon of the
Ukrainian Avant-Garde, 1910-1935” exhibition that 
opened at The Winnipeg Art Gallery on October 10. 
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Music: vocal 
• The Metropolitan Opera’s spring season brought

out the “timeless bass” Paul Plishka, who appeared in
“Il Trovatore,” “Manon” and “Turandot” and was heard
in the Texaco Radio broadcast of “Un Ballo in
Maschera.” In the fall, Mr. Plishka was heard in “La
Bohème,” “Eugene Onegin” and “Liusa Miller.” Tenor
Vladimir Grishko of Kyiv took on a modest role in
“The Gambler” and Sergei Koptchak sang the role of
Sparafucile in “Rigoletto” during the Met Opera’s WTC
Benefit. 

• The New York City Opera’s spring presentations
included soprano Oksana Krovytska in the role of
Donna Elvira in “Don Giovanni.” NYCO’s fall season
brought Ms. Krovytska back as Liu in “Turandot,” an
opera which also introduced soprano Anna
Shafajinskaia, who took on the title role for the ailing
Nina Warren. Ms. Krovytska’s summer engagements
included performances in Boito’s “Mefistofele” at the
gala opening of the Casals Festival in Puerto Rico, as
Elvira in Verdi’s “Ernani” in Santiago, Chile, and as Liu
in “Turandot” at the OpernAir Festival in Gars, Austria.
She also appeared in concert with the New Jersey
Symphony in September in a recorded performance of
Dvorak’s dramatic cantata “The Spectre’s Bride” and
with the Baltimore Symphony in Shostakovich’s “From
Jewish Folk Poetry,” a concert that was repeated in
Vienna in December. 

• Misha Didyk, the leading tenor of the National
Opera of Ukraine who joined the NYCO during the
2000-2001 season as the Duke in “Rigoletto,” sang the
role of Rodolfo in the company’s acclaimed production
of “La Bohème.”

• Two Ukrainian bass opera singers, Stefan
Szkafarowsky, a native of New York, and Taras Kulish
of Montreal, shared the stage in Verdi’s opera “Aida” in
the roles of Ramfis and King of Egypt, respectively, at
the Salle Wilfred-Pelletier Place des Arts in Montreal
during performances in May and June.

• Ukrainian baritone Stephan Pyatnychka made his
debut with the San Francisco Opera as Amonasro in
“Aida” in a nine-performance run that opened June 7
and ran through July 1.

Ukraine in the 1940s had its American debut on March
11 at the New York University Film Center. The film
was subsequently screened in various venues through-
out the United States, including the University of
California at Los Angeles (May 5). The film was shown
at the Montreal World Film Festival (August 23-
September 3), where it was an entry in the “World
Cinema: Reflections of Our Time” category. The film
was produced and directed by Oles Yanchuk of Kyiv,
with Hryhoriy (Gregory) Hlady, starring in the lead role
of Gen. Shukhevych.

• Canadian film-maker John Paskievich, whose work
includes award-winning documentaries and several
books of photographs, completed the film “My
Mother’s Village,” which addresses the experiences of
the children of post-World War II Ukrainian immigrants
to Canada, exploring such themes as identity, personal
history and memory. A test screening was held at the
National Film Board.

• The filming of Yuri Ilyenko’s latest film “A Prayer for
Hetman Mazepa,” based on a script written by Mr. Ilyenko
in the 1970s, with the role of the hetman played by three
actors, Bohdan Stupka, Serhiy Ilyenko and Serhii
Marchenko, was completed, and entered the editing stage. 

• Actress/producer Stephanie Thorpe, 25, received
Best Actor honors at the New York International
Independent Film and Video Festival in September for
her work in “The Absent Phallus,” a feature film she co-
wrote and produced and the first feature film produced by
her Toronto-based company Counter Productions Inc.

Literature
• Poet, prose writer and artist Emma Andiievska was

honored with an author’s evening and reception at the
Ukrainian Free University in Munich on March 28 on
the occasion of her 70th anniversary.

• The third volume of Ukrainian American author
Yuriy Tarnawsky’s selected works in Ukrainian, titled
“Ne Znaju” (I Don’t Know) was released as a publica-
tion of the Kyiv-based Rodovid publishing house.

• Ukrainian American author Irene Zabytko, author of
“The Sky Unwashed,” was a recipient of the Alden B. Dow
Creativity Center Fellowships at Northwood University in
Midland, Mich. As a Creativity Fellow, Ms. Zabytko
worked on a project to write an adaptation of Chaucer’s
“The Canterbury Tales” set in post-Soviet Ukraine.

• Canadian Ukrainian author of children’s books
Marsha Forchuk Skrypuch, known for her compelling
stories dealing with historically relevant issues, pub-
lished a new book, titled “Enough” (“Dosyt”), avialable
in English and Ukrainian editions, which deals with the
politically engineered Great Famine of 1932-1933 by
Stalin in Ukraine.

• This year’s recipients of the Omelan and Tatiana
Antonovych Prize for contributions to Ukrainian culture
and society, were Dr. Roman Szporluk, director of the
Ukrainian Research Institute at Harvard University, and
the Ukrainian poet and prose writer Yuriy Andrukhovych.

• Yuriy Andrukhovych, who was also a recipient of
the Herder Prize in literature this year, was a visiting
Fulbright scholar at Penn State University, working on a
project to translate the poetry of the Beat Generation
and the the New York Group into Ukrainian. He also
appeared in engagements featuring readings and per-
formances of his works by actor Michael Bernosky at
the University of Pittsburgh, Columbia University, the
Shevchenko Scientific Society and the Ukrainian
Institute of America in New York.

• Critically acclaimed writer Askold Melnyczuk, long-
time editor of the literary journal AGNI, received the Nora
Magid Award for Magazine Editing as part of the 2001
PEN American Center Literary Awards, in presentations
held on May 21 at Lincoln Center in New York. Mr.
Melnyczuk’s second novel, “Ambassador of the Dead,”
dealing with the Ukrainian American experience, came
out this year as a publication of Counterpoint.

• Iranian writer, editor, human rights lawyer, and
women’s rights activist Mehrangiz Kar, was this year’s
Vasyl Stus Award recipient in a presentation held on May
20 at Radcliffe Institute in North Cambridge, Mass.

• Prominent Ukrainian writer Volodymyr Dibrova,
now living in the United States, author of such works as
“Texts With and Without Words,” “Beattles’
Songbook,” “Peltse,” “Burdyk,” and “Zbihovyska”
(Get-Togethers), took part in the 22nd annual
International Festival of Authors at Harbourfront in
Toronto on October 17-27.

• A bilingual anthology of 20th century Ukrainian
poetry, “Sto Rokiv Yunosit,” or “A Hundred Years of
Youth,” co-edited by Olha Luchuk, professor at the Ivan
Franko Lviv State University, and Michael M. Naydan,

professor of Slavic languages and literatures at
Pennsylvania State University, was presented at the
Shevchenko Scientific Society and the Tompkins
Square Branch Library in New York in October. The
tome, featuring the work of 100 Ukrainian poets from
the 20th century, came out as a publication of Litopys
Press of Lviv.

Music: composers and conductors
• Myroslav Skoryk’s first opera, “Moisei” (Moses),

with libretto by Bohdan Stelmach, based on Ivan
Franko’s poem, premiered at the Lviv Theater of Opera
and Ballet in June. Performing were the orchestra and
chorus of the Lviv Opera under the direction of
Mykhailo Dutchak, with soloists bass Oleksander
Hromysh in the title role, and baritones Andrii Beniuk,
Ihor Kushpler and Stepan Stepan; tenors Oleksi
Danylchuk and Vitalii Liskovetskyi; soprano Vira
Koltun; and mezzo-soprano Natalia Svoboda. The opera
was performed as part of the festivities of Pope John
Paul II’s visit to Ukraine and the celebration of the cen-
tenary of the Lviv Opera. 

• The oratorio “Slovo pro Pokhid Ihoriv, Syna
Sviatoslava, Vnuka Oleha,” by Yevhen Stankovych,
based on the 12th century epic poem “Slovo o Polku
Ihorevi” (The Tale of Ihor’s Campaign), had its world
premiere at the Warsaw Philharmonic Concert Hall on
June 6, with the Ukrainian National Symphony
Orchestra, under the direction of Volodymyr Sirenko,
the Dumka Ukrainian National Choir, under the direc-
tion of Yevhen Savchuk, and soloists of the Ukrainian
National Opera in Kyiv – Iryna Semenenko, soprano;
Mykhailo Tyschenko, tenor; Mykola Koval, baritone;
and Serhiy Mahera, bass. The Ukrainian premiere of the
work was held on June 28 as the closing concert of the
Kyiv symphony’s 137th season.

• Canadian composer and opera director Roman
Hurko conducted a choral presentation of two of his
works — “Panakhyda” (Requiem) and “Liturgia” – with
the Kyivan Frescoes choir, at Kyiv’s recently rebuilt St.
Michael’s Golden-Domed Cathedral (destroyed in
1937) on April 26 to commemorate the 15th anniversary
of the Chornobyl nuclear disaster.

The Lviv Theater of Opera and Ballet, recently renamed in honor of world-renowned soprano Solomiya 
Krushelnytska, celebrated its centenary this year.
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• Ukrainian bass Vitalij Kowaljow, who made his
New York debut in March as Baldassarre in Eve
Queler’s Opera Orchestra of New York production of
Donizetti’s “La Favorita,” returned to Carnegie Hall on
November 13 to sing Barbarossa in the OONY concert
performance of Verdi’s “La Battaglia di Legnano.” 

• Ukrainian-born soprano Stefania Dovhan, gold
medalist at the Rosa Ponselle Young Classical Singers
competition (2000) and scholarship student at the
University of Maryland School of Music at College
Park, appeared in a series of recitals in Washington and
Maryland in May in memory of the legendary American
soprano Rosa Ponselle, as well as at the Greene County
Music and Art summer concert series held at the
Grazhda in Hunter, N.Y., and at the Ukrainian Institute
of Modern Art in Chicago.

• Baritone Oleh Chmyr appeared in the opening con-
cert of the season, titled “Ukrainian Premieres” of the
“Music at the Institute” series held at the Ukrainian
Institute of America in New York on January 20, as well
as in a solo recital in a program titled “European Vocal
Miniatures” at a concert sponsored by the Ukrainian
Artists’Association in Warren, Mich., on October 28. 

• Soprano Alexandra Hrabova, who sang a leading role
in the DiCapo Opera’s October staging of “La Bohème,”
made her Washington debut in a concert performance at
The Lyceum in Alexandria, Va. on November 4 as part of
the music series sponsored by The Washington Group
Cultural Fund and the Embassy of Ukraine.

• Maryanna Sadovska, singer of ancient Ukrainian folk
songs and award-winning actress with the Gardzienice
Theater in Poland, as well as frequent collaborator with
the Yara Arts Group in New York, opened the Cultural
Fund concert series for The Washington Group and gave
farewell concerts at various venues in New York, before
returning to the Gardzienice in December.

• Toronto’s Vesnivka Choir, under the direction of
Kvitka Kondracki, made a guest appearance with the
renowned Amadeus Choir at the North York Performing
Arts Center on April 9 in a program titled “Echoes of
the East,” featuring Slavic choral liturgical repertoire.

Music: instrumental
• The Leontovych String Quartet, founded in Kyiv in

1971 and in residence in the United States since 1991,
marked its 30th anniversary with renowned pianist
Bella Davidovich at the season’s first concert of the
“Music at the Institute” series held at the Ukrainian
Institute of America in New York on October 27, where
it is the quartet-in-residence. During its 30th anniver-
sary season, the quartet – currently comprising — Oleh
Krysa and Peter Krysa, violin; Borys Deviatov, viola,
and Volodymyr Panteleyev, cello — gave concerts in
Canada, and is slated to perform in the United
Kingdom, the Far East and Ukraine.

• The program of the Luba and Ireneus Zuk Piano Duo
concert at the Pollack Concert Hall of McGill University
in Montreal on February 2, featured premieres of two
works written by Ukrainian composers for Luba and
Ireneus Zuk: “Suite No. 1” (1992) by Zhanna Kolodub
and “Dramatic Triptych” (1993, rev. 2000) by Lesia
Dychko. Prof. Luba Zuk was in Ukraine on May 15-27,
heading the State Examination Commission for final
examinations and defense of graduate diplomas at the
Donetsk S.S. Prokofiev State Conservatory in piano per-
formance, chamber music, choral conducting and voice;
and in Ragusa-Ibla, Italy, on June 24-July 8, as jury
member of the 2001 IBLA Grand Prize International
Piano Competition. Dr. Ireneus Zuk, director of the
School of Music at Queen’s University in Kingston,
Ontario, was senior piano adjudicator for the Toronto
Kiwanis Music Festival in February, and the Algoma
Music Festival in Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario, in April. He
was also invited to serve as a jury member of the
Eckhardt-Gramatte National Competition for the
Performance of Contemporary Music in Brandon,
Manitoba, in May and as jury co-chair of the IBLA com-
petition. In recognition of her significant contribution and
commitment to the research and publication, as well as
the promotion and performance of Ukrainian and
Ukrainian Canadian classical music in Canada and
abroad, Prof. Luba Zuk was awarded the Shevchenko
Medal (in the arts and culture category) by the Ukrainian
Canadian Congress in Winnipeg on October 6. 

• Pianist Juliana Osinchuk appeared in recital at the
National Gallery of Art on February 4 as part of the
museum’s 59th annual concert season in a program of
works by Clementi, Fauré, Poulenc, Morton Gould,
Philip Munger and Viktor Kosenko. 

• Violinist Solomia Soroka, who is affiliated with the
Eastman School of Music in Rochester, N.Y. and pianist
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Arthur Greene, chair of the piano department of the
University of Michigan School of Music in Ann Arbor,
appeared in a series of concerts in southwest Florida on
March 16-18.

• Pianist Mykola Suk appeared in recital at the
National Gallery in Washington on March 18, in a pro-
gram of works by Haydn, Kolessa, Thalberg and Liszt.

• Pianist Lydia Artymiw, who joined the faculty of
the University of Minnesota in 1989, received the 2001
McKnight Distinguished Professorship in June, making
her the first performing artist at the university to receive
the prestigious award. This summer Ms. Artymiw par-
ticipated once again in the Marlboro Music Festival in
Vermont as senior artist. In addition, her 2001 season
included performances with the St. Paul Chamber
Orchestra, the Minnesota Orchestra, the Clark Art
Institute in Williamstown, Mass., and with the newly
formed Steinhardt-Artymiw-Eskin Trio.

• Pianist Volodymyr Vynnytsky appeared in concerts
with the Zapolsky Royal Danish String Quartet at
Music Mountain on July 4 in a program that included
Shostakovich’s Piano Quintet and with renowned jazz
pianist Adam Makowicz in a program titled “The
Chopin Connection” at the Windham Chamber Music
Festival, in Windham, N.Y., on July 28, as well as with
violinist Yuri Mazurkevich at the Lake San Marcos
Chamber Music Society in California in November.

• “Music at the Institute,” sponsored by The Ukrainian
Institute of America in New York, with Mykola Suk, artistic
director, featured the following concert programs and per-
formers: “Ukrainian Premieres,” with the Chamber Music
Society of the Institute, and Oksana Krovytska, soprano,
Oleh Chmyr, baritone, Catherine French, violin, Peter
Krysa, violin, Borys Deviatov, viola, Daniel Gaisford, cello,
and Vyacheslav Bakis, piano (January 20); “Natalia Khoma
and the Children and Music Fund in Memory of
Wolodymyr Czyzyk,” (February 17); Amati String Quartet,
(March 17); “Reconstructing Beethoven,” with Jeffrey
Solow, cello, Mr. Suk, piano, and the Temple University
Viola Quintet, (April 28); the Leontovych String Quartet,
with Bella Davidovich, piano (October 27); “Ukrainian and
American Works,” with the Chamber Music Society of the
Institute, and Anna Bachynska, soprano; Renée Jolles, vio-
lin, Yuri Kharenko, violin, Nicolas Cords, viola, Mr. Solow,
cello, and Marianna Humetska, piano, (December 8).

• The 19th “Music at Grazhda” summer concert
series, presented by the Music and Art Center of Greene
County, with Dr. Ihor Sonevytsky, music director, and
Volodymyr Vynnytsky, artist-in-residence, featured the
following performers: pianist Mykola Suk, violinist Yuri
Mazurkevich, bass-baritone Stefan Szkafarowsky, Mr.
Vynnytsky, and soprano Stefania Dovhan. As part of the
Jewett Jubilee concert held in August, Mr. Vynnytsky
performed his own compositions commissioned for the
occasion, with guest artists cellist Natalia Khoma, vio-
linist Yuri Kharenko, and sopranos Olena Heimur and
Marianna Vynnytska.

• Jazz pianist John Stetch appeared in a solo concert
this summer at the Caramoor International Festival, in a
program of works by Thelonious Monk, Gershwin,
Charlie Parker and Ukrainian-inspired selections of his
own composition.

• Volodymyr Koshuba, chief organist of the National
House of Organ and Chamber Music in Kyiv, played a
recital at the Washington National Cathedral on
November 18 in a program of his own arrangements of
Bortniansky and Mussorgsky, along with works by
Bach, Vivaldi, Mozart, Buxtehude, Guilmant, Vierne
and Borodin, as part of a monthlong, eight-concert tour
of the northeastern United States.

• Alexander Fedoriouk, an acclaimed cimbalom play-
er, released his first solo album, titled “Cimbalom
Traditions” this year. Mr. Fedoriouk’s high-profile per-
formances range from appearances with the Cleveland
Orchestra, performances at the Kennedy Center for the
Arts in Washington and at Carnegie Hall, to collabora-
tion with folk ensembles at prominent cultural festivals
and with such figures as jazz flutist Herbie Mann at
New York clubs.

• Andriy Milavsky’s New York-based Cheres folk
ensemble gave 10 performances at the Smithsonian
Institution in Washington and Mr. Milavsky was fea-
tured as first clarinetist with the One World Symphony
in Mozart’s “Requiem,” performing in Manhattan and
Brooklyn in October. 

Musicology
• On the occasion of the 100th anniversary of the Lviv

Opera, a book titled “The Lviv Opera House,” which
offers a comprehensive history of the theater and its
many performers was published in a bilingual Ukrainian-
English edition by Svitlo i Tin, with text by Oksana
Palamarchuk and photography by Vasyl Pylypiuk. 

• A recording of arias and songs by acclaimed
Ukrainian tenor Clemens Andrijenko (1885-1967),
which were originally recorded in 1927, 1936 and in
1956, was reissued in audiocassette format.

• A symposium focusing on the life and contributions
of prominent musicologist of the Ukrainian diaspora Dr.
Wasyl Wytwycky (1905-1999) was held at the
Shevchenko Scientific Society in New York in March.

Photography
• The exhibit “3 Views 3 Continents,” featuring the

work of Tania D’Avignon, Yarko Kobylecky and
Myrosha Dziuk, was featured at the Ukrainian Institute
of Modern Art in Chicago on September 9 through
October 13.

Theater
• Les Kurbas Theater of Lviv, with Volodymyr

Kuchynsky, artistic director, and actors Natalia
Polovynka, Oleh Stephan and Andrii Vodychev, was on
tour in the United States presenting a program titled
“Legends of the East in America.” The ensemble staged
“Marko Prokliatyi, or the Legend of the East,” a work
based on the poetry of Vasyl Stus, and a concert version
of Lina Kostenko’s “Snow in Florence,” in addition to
presenting concerts of ancient Ukrainian church music,
as well as holding master classes and lectures.

• A two-person play, “Povorot” (The Return), featur-
ing actors Svitlana Vatamaniuk and Yaroslav Hranko,
opened at the Molodiznhyi Theater in Kyiv in the
spring. The work is a romantic tragedy about the brief
life and execution of Mykhailo and Olena Teliha at
Babyn Yar, a couple who gave their lives for the cause
of Ukrainian independence.

• Legendary mime Marcel Marceau performed in
Kyiv for the “Kyiv Travnevyi” (Kyiv in May) perform-
ance festival in two sold-out shows at the Lesia
Ukrainka Theater on May 24-25. The last time Mr.
Marceau was in Kyiv was in 1973.

• The Ukrainian Stage Ensemble, under the direction
of Lydia Krushelnytsky, presented the premiere of
Bohdan Boychuk’s work “Five Scenes of the Year
2000” at Pace Downtown Theater in Manhattan in
March, with Ivan Bernatsky and Stefa Nazarkewicz
among the 20 actors, with Volodymyr Kurylo and Nadia
Dyba-Podoliak as narrators and Katja Kolcio, choreog-
rapher.

Miscellaneous
• “Black Sea, Golden Steppes,” an exhibition of 45

antiquarian maps (16th to 18th century originals) of the
Black Sea coast and the Ukrainian steppes, curated by
Prof. Bohdan Kordan, opened at the Kenderdine
Gallery, University of Saskatchewan, on October 26
where it was on view through December 7. 

The Luba and Ireneus Zuk Piano Duo. 
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onds left in the second.

The fight was Klychko’s 36th victory in 37 fights,
with 33 knockouts. Jefferson lost for the third time in 27
professional contests.

PS to movie fans: look for the Klychko brothers,
Volodymyr and Vitalii, in “Ocean’s 11.”

• Ukraine’s national men’s volleyball team defeated
team Canada in the 2001 International Challengers Cup,
winning two of three matches held in Winnipeg’s
Investor’s Group Athletic Center on May 22, 24 and 25.

Led by power hitter Oleksii Gatin, the Ukrainians
won the first match 3-1 before a crowd of 2,400. In
game two Ukraine swept the Canadians 3-0 to clinch
the series, much to the delight of the Ukrainian fans.

Team Canada won the first two games of the inconse-
quential third match, but the Ukrainians tied it up at 2-2,
forcing a fifth game. Canada, however, bounced back to
win the match after a 15-9 triumph in the fifth.

• Jerry Melnyk, hockey scout for the Philadelphia
Flyers, died of leukemia on June 14. He had identified
enough players in 30 years on the job to help produce
13 teams that got at least as far as the semifinals.
Among Melnyk’s finds: the legendary Bobby Clarke,
who led the Flyers to consecutive Stanley Cups in the
1970s. Decades later, Clarke, now on the management
side of hockey, said of Melnyk: “He knew tough guys
from bluff guys. He had a unique ability to pick a (Rick)
Tocchet or a (Ron) Hextall, who weren’t highly rated,
but extremely competitive and mentally tough.” He
added: “I went scouting more than other GMs because I
liked being with him. Every day there was a new joke.
When you were in his company, you always felt good
about yourself.” 

• Atlanta ‘96 gold medalists Yevhen Braslavets and
Ihor Matvienko won the Bord Gais 470 European
Sailing Championship at Dun Laoghaire, Ireland, on
July 19. The Ukrainians snatched the gold medal from
the leading Israeli boat during the last race on a calm
day where the Ukrainian team’s patience and consisten-
cy paid off. The Israelis built their sizable lead during
races with high winds during the first few days of com-
petition, but the veteran Ukrainians steadily gained
making fewer mistakes in the weaker wind.

• Maggie Bowen of the United States upset Yana
Klochkova in the women’s 200-meter individual med-
ley on July 28 at the swimming and diving World
Championships in Fukuoka, Japan. Klochkova, the
Olympic champion in the event, finished in 2:12.30,
while Bowen won with a time of 2:11.93. Qi Hui of
China finished in 2:12.46, winning a bronze medal. 

Klochkova came back with a runaway victory in the
400-meter individual medley – her signature event –
beating second-place Bowen by more than two sec-
onds. The 18-year-old Ukrainian gained the lead in the
backstroke leg and kept it for the remainder of the
race, clocking in at 4:36.98. Bowen finished in
4:39.06.

Klochkova won her second gold medal of the cham-

• The Kalyna Country Ecomuseum, established in
1992 on the initiative of the Alberta Historic Sites and
Archives Service and the Canadian Institute of
Ukrainian Studies, published an illustrated guidebook to
the historic churches of Lamont County. The guide
includes more than 100 Eastern Rite churches, among
them numerous Ukrainian churches that date from the
turn-of-the century immigration to the region from
Halychyna and Bukovyna.

Pop culture/entertainment
• Actress Vera Farmiga is currently starring in NBC’s

new action-adventure series “UC:Undercover” on
Sunday nights at 10 p.m. Ms. Farmiga also appeared in
the Robert De Niro-Edward Burns murder mystery “15
Minutes,” giving a stunning performance as a Czech
immigrant who witnesses a horrible crime. 

• Canadian-born Tamara Gorski played the role of
Manya Brueur, an escapee from five concentration
camps, in the fact-based, four-hour mini-series “Haven”
broadcast by CBS in February. 

• Oksana Babiy appears in the HBO hit “The
Sopranos” as Tony Soprano’s Russian mistress Irina. Born
in Ivano-Frankivsk, Ms. Babiy came to New York at age
20, got into modeling and from there into TV acting.

• John Spencer, 54, plays the president’s chief of staff
in NBCs award-winning drama “The West Wing.” Mr.
Spencer, who is of Irish-Ukrainian ancestry, has
appeared in several films and was cast in a leading role
in the Broadway play “Glimmer, Glimmer and Shine,”
which opened in the spring. 

• Ukraine-born Mila Kunis, a successful actress amd
model in her teen years, is in her fourth season as the
snobby Jackie Burkhardt in the hit Fox series “That 70s
Show.”

• Singer/guitarist Eugene Hutz and his popular Gogol
Bordello band delivered a program of punk cabaret
style music and slapstick comedy before thousands of
young people in Central Park in July.

• The Cirque du Soleil’s new production “Dralion,” pre-
sented across the Hudson River from Manhattan in New
Jersey in the spring, included the skills of juggler Viktor
Kee from Ukraine, who gave a breathtaking performance.

Post scriptum
Finally, among the cultural events which were report-

ed by The Weekly in 2001 but actually took place at the
end of 2000 were the following:

• Gennady Parfeniouk, an emigré sculptor from
Ukraine, who is affiliated with the Institute of the
Philosophy and Psychology of Art based in Claverack,
N.Y., presented his sculptural installation, dealing with
conceptual space and the study of the sphere, as part of a
group exhibit titled “Spheres: An Examination of the
Sphere in Art and Life,” held September 4-December 15,
2000, at the Museum of the Imagination in Hudson, N.Y.

• Roman Rakowsky, former commander of the U.S.
Army Combat Art Team VIII, which executed its duties
in Vietnam and Hawaii in 1969, participated in a major
exhibition titled “The Art of Combat. Artists and the
Vietnam War: Then and Now,” held at the Indianapolis
Art Center October 27, 2000, through January 7. The
works form part of the permanent war art collection of
the U.S. Army Center of Military History in
Washington.

• The contributions of women writers to Ukrainian
literature and their role in the Ukrainian Women’s
Movement in Ukraine and Canada was the topic of a
workshop titled “Spirit of the Times,” held at the
Ukrainian Museum of Canada in Saskatoon last spring.
The workshop was inspired by the publication of the
first four volumes of the series “Women’s Voices in
Ukrainian Literature,” profiling seven prominent
Ukrainian women authors, whose works were written
between 1883 and 1927. Among the writers are Olena
Pchilka, Natalia Kobrynska, Dniprova Chayka, Lyubov
Yanovska, Olha Kobylianska, Yevheniya Yaroshynska
and Lesia Ukrainka.

• Adrian Bryttan conducted an opera concert in Korea
with the Seoul Philharmonic and the internationally
renowned Korean soprano Jung Ae Lee, in November
2000.

• The Kolo Project, featuring choreography by Katja
Kolcio, with musical direction by Julian Kytasty, pre-
miered its new dance work, “DUMA: Memory Songs,”
at Ohio State University and at Antioch College in Ohio
on December 7-8, 2000.

• Yara Arts Group, under the direction of Virlana
Tkacz, premiered “Song Tree,” a work based on
Ukrainian New Year’s folk art and music, at New York’s
La MaMa E.T.C. on December 21-23, 2000.

Sports round-up:
baseball to yachting

From hockey and pole vault, to soccer, boxing,
track and swimming, and many sports in
between, there was much Ukrainian news in the

world of sports. Following is a chronology of the top
Ukrainian sports headlines of the year 2001.

• Canada Post on January 18 released a souvenir
stamp depicting Terry Sawchuk, one of the greatest
hockey goalies ever to play the game. It was packaged
in a special six-stamp souvenir sheet. Canada Post also
released a complement set of six unique hockey cards.
Sawchuk played more seasons (21), appeared in more
games (971), and had more shutouts than any other net-
minder in NHL history. He finished his career with 103
shutouts – the only goalie to reach the 100 mark.

• After setting 35 separate world records and winning
six consecutive world championships and a gold medal,
pole vaulter Serhiy Bubka officially retired on February
4 in his hometown of Donetsk, Ukraine, where in 1993
he had set the world indoor record of 20 feet, 2 inches.

The 37-year-old pole vault champion was honored at
a ceremony at the Pole Vault Stars, a competition he
founded in Donetsk, according to the Ukrainian News.
There, among a crowd of supporters, an open letter
from President Leonid Kuchma was read. “Thanks to
you, the world learned about Ukraine in a new sense,”
President Kuchma said.

Mr. Bubka was known for his unorthodox style,
which many believe to be the secret to his success.
Standing 6 feet, 1/2 inch tall and weighing 176 pounds,
Mr. Bubka was known to grip the pole higher than most
vaulters, which gave him more leverage.

“He put 10 to 15 percent more energy into the pole,
and that’s the reason he went four to 12 inches higher
than anyone else,” said Kory Tarpenning, once the lead-
ing pole vaulter for the United States.

Although he has left pole vaulting, Mr. Bubka
remains active in the world of sports. At the Sydney
Olympics he was elected to the International Olympic
Committee’s executive board; he is also a member of
the Evaluation Commission for the 2008 Olympics.

• Ukrainian boxing phenom Volodymyr Klychko
dominated American fighter Derrick Jefferson, success-
fully defending his WBO world heavyweight title in
front of 8,000 spectators at Munich’s Rudi-Sedlmayer
Arena on March 24.

In the first round, Klychko delivered a left hook that
knocked Jefferson to the mat and left the 260-pound
American with a swollen left eye.

The heaviest knockdown came in the second round,
when a confident Klychko landed a big right, crushing
Jefferson and all hopes of a comeback. After watching
the defenseless Jefferson get knocked down in the same
round, Referee Rudy Battle called the fight with 51 sec-

Germany’s Oliver Neuville (right) fights for the ball with Ukraine’s Oleg Luschny during the final World Cup 
Championship qualifying match on November 14. Germany won 4-1.

AP/Frank Augstein



pionships on July 30 in the 400-meter freestyle in
4:07.30. She was trailed by Claudia Poll of Costa Rica,
who swam a 4:09.15. 

Oleh Lysohor of Ukraine won the talent-laden men’s
50-meter breaststroke in 27.52 seconds, beating out
Roman Sloudnov of Russia, who was a close second at
27.60. 

Roman Volodkov and Anton Zakharov of Ukraine
took third in the men’s synchronized platform diving on
July 26 in Fukuoka. The Ukrainians earned a score of
336.06, just shy of Eduardo Rueda and Fernando Platas
of Mexico, whose 336.63 points earned them silver.
Tian Liang and Hu Jia were comfortably in first with
361.41 points.

• The Ukrainian Big League (age 16-18) champion
baseball team from Kirovohrad won the European
Baseball Championship and went on to represent
Europe in the Big League World Series in Easley, South
Carolina, in August.

The big-leaguers got off to a rocky start in South
Carolina, losing their first game in a 10-0 decision to
Venezuela in which they could muster only two hits and
committed five errors. The Ukrainians also fell to
Canada, squandering a four-run lead to lose 8-7.
Ukraine’s only victory came after receiving new equip-
ment donated by Easley residents and local businesses,
defeating Saipan 6-5. Ukraine finished with a 1-3 over-
all record in the World Series tournament.

The Little League (age 11-12) team from Kirovohrad
won the second annual Little League Championship of
Ukraine, and represented their country in the European
Little League Championships in Kutno, Poland, in
August. Unable to match the success of their Big
League counterparts, they posted a 2-3 record and never
made it to the Little League World Series in
Williamsport, Pa.

The success of the Ukrainian big-leaguers capped a
benchmark year for baseball in Ukraine. In 1991, youth
baseball was played only in Kyiv and Lviv; today it is
played in 16 oblasts and in four different age categories
in Ukraine. 

Much of that success is due to the efforts of Basil
Tarasko, who first became involved with Ukrainian
baseball in 1991 when the Soviet Union’s Committee of
Physical Culture and Sports asked him to work with the
Pobutovik Baseball Club in Kyiv. His initial six-week
visit paved the way for 19 more visits over 10 years in
which he helped to make the Ukrainian youth baseball
program able to compete with any in Europe. He is now
the coach of the Ukrainian national teams.

• Ukrainian sprinter Zhanna Pintusevich-Block took
gold in the women’s 100-meter dash at the IAAF World
Championships in Athletics on August 6 in Edmonton,
dethroning the reigning Olympic champion, Marion
Jones of the United States, who had not lost a 100-meter
final in four years.
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Pintusevich-Block, the 1997 champion in the 200

meters, outran Jones in both the semifinal and final
races, leaving critics no opportunity to call the race a
fluke. 

The 29-year-old former Kyiv resident, who lives in
Tennessee with her husband, American track and field
agent Mark Block, took an early lead in the final and
continued to pull away from Jones in the last 20 meters,
finishing in 10.82 seconds. She then fell to her knees
and wept, unable to contain herself after having beaten
the one woman she had chased all season.

“I cannot really believe I won,” she told the New
York Times. “I have been running well the whole sea-
son, being really close to Marion, so I knew everything
is possible. But only when I beat her did I realize I can
actually do it.”

Although the loss was Jones’ first in 42 races, she
refused to believe that it was any indication that she is
slowing down. In fact, her time of 10.85 was one of her
season’s best. “Of course I’m disappointed,” she said,
“but I’m not a sore loser. I give all the credit to Zhanna.
She was the better sprinter today.”

With the win came redemption for Pintusevich-
Block, who at the 1997 World Championships began to
take a victory lap believing she had beaten Jones in the
100-meter final, but collapsed in disappointment as the
official results were broadcast, naming Jones the winner
by .02 seconds.

Two other Ukrainians won medals at the IAAF
Championships. Inga Babakova, the defending world
champion, placed second in the women’s high jump on
August 12. Hestrie Cloete won the event on a count-
back, with both athletes clearing 2 meters.

Vita Pavlysh took bronze in the women’s shot put on
August 5, hurling the shot 19.41 meters. She finished
behind Yanina Korolchik of Belarus (20.61 meters) and
Nadine Kleinert-Schmitt of Germany.

• Three Ukrainian athletes from Kharkiv swept the
women’s speed climb event at the 2001 Summer X
Games in Philadelphia on August 19, according to the
Philadelphia Inquirer. Elena Repko won gold, setting a
time of 15.04 seconds for the 60-foot wall. She was fol-
lowed by Olha Zakharova, who won silver, and Olena
Ostapenko, who took bronze.

In the men’s speed climb, Maksym Stenkovoi of
Nikopol took gold, with a winning time of 10.43 sec-
onds. Vladimir Zakharov of Kharkiv took second.

• CSKA Moscow goalkeeper Serhii Perkhun, a
Ukrainian national, died on August 28, from head trau-
ma. He had been in a coma since August 18, when his
head collided with that of an opposing striker in a game
against Anji Makhachkala.

• Competing at the World University Games in
Beijing on August 22 through September 1, Ukraine’s
participants took a total of 34 medals – 13 gold, 14 sil-
ver and seven bronze – earning them fifth place overall,

according to the Ukrainian News.
Twenty-year-old Tamara Yerfeyeva captured four

gold and one silver in various rhythmic gymnastics cat-
egories. Yana Klochkova broke the University Games
200-meter individual medley record of 2:14.22 set by
Lin Li of China in 1991 with a time of 2:14.13.
Klochkova’s time of 8:36.37 in the 800-meter individ-
ual freestyle also won her gold. 

Ihor Chervynskyi also set a University Games record
with his time of 7:59.52 in the 800-meter freestyle.

• Ukraine placed sixth among a field of nearly 50
nations competing at the 2001 Goodwill Games in
Brisbane, Australia, from August 29 to September 9.
Ukraine won 14 medals, with three gold, five silver and
six bronze.

Yana Klochkova took two gold and two silver
medals, placing first in both the women’s 800-meter
freestyle and the women’s 400-meter individual medley
events, while taking second in the 400-meter freestyle
and 200-meter individual medley events. 

Tatyana Tereschuk Antipova took the third gold for
Ukraine by beating American Tonja Buford-Bailey in
the 400-meter hurdles with a time of 54.47. Zhanna
Pintusevich-Block could muster only an 11.01 in the
women’s 100-meter final, taking second place behind
Marion Jones of the United States, whom she had beat-
en in the world championships earlier in the season.
Jones blew away Pintusevich and the rest of the pack,
running an impressive 10.84. 

In other track events, Ukrainians Vita Palamar and
Olena Hovorova won bronze medals in the women’s
high jump and women’s triple jump, respectively.

Other Ukrainians winning bronze medals were
Alyona Kvasha in the women’s vault; Anna Bezsonova
in individual clubs, rhythmic gymnastics; Anna
Sorokina and Olena Zhupina in women’s synchronized
three-meter springboard and Oksana Tsykhuleva in the
women’s trampoline.

Oleksander Chornohos won a silver medal in men’s
trampoline and boxer Serhiy Danylchenko saw a second
place finish in the 54-kilogram category. 

• There continues to be no shortage of Ukrainian rep-
resentation in the National Hockey League (NHL). No
less than 62 players with some Ukrainian background
were listed on rosters submitted by the NHL’s 30 teams
for the 2001-2002 season.

• Oleksander Beresh and Andrei Lipski of Ukraine
finished in second and fifth place, respectively, in the
men’s high bar event at the gymnastics world champi-
onship on November 4 in Ghent, Belgium. 

• Ukrainian Canadian hockey legend Dale
Hawerchuk was inducted into the Hockey Hall of Fame
on November 12. Mr. Hawerchuk, 38, was the 23rd
player to reach the 500-goal mark in 1995-1996 and the
31st player to record 1,000 points in 1990-91. His final
career totals included 518 goals and 891 assists, totaling
1,409 points and placing him 13th on the career NHL
points list.

• The Ukrainian national soccer team saw its World
Cup 2002 hopes slip away as it lost to Germany 4-1 in a
final qualifying match on November 14 in Dortmund,
Germany. 

Ukraine had tied the Germans 1-1 in the initial leg of
the qualifier in Kyiv, but folded under a barrage of three
German goals in the first 15 minutes of the second
match.

A spoiled clear by Andrii Nesmachnyi in the fourth
minute soured Ukraine’s situation, resulting in a
German goal off a Michael Ballack header.

Seven minutes later, Ukrainian goalkeeper Maksym
Levytskyi stopped a Marko Rehmer header off a corner
kick, but Oliver Neuville was there to kick in the short
rebound. Rehmer added a goal five minutes later with a
header off another corner kick, this time badly mis-
judged by the shaken Levytskyi. 

Germany continued its dominance into the second
half with a Ballack header off a cross from Neuville in
the 51st minute, putting the Ukrainian squad’s hopes
even further out of reach. Ukraine’s only response
came in the last minutes of the game, when forward
Andrii Shevchenko, ranked as the ninth best player in
the world by FIFA, soccer’s international governing
body, netted a goal off a Serhii Rebrov forwarding
pass.

• Ukraine’s 2002 Winter Olympics squad has struck a
deal to train at world-class ski resort to prepare for the
upcoming games in Salt Lake City in February. 

Laryssa Barabash-Temple, the U.S. attaché for the
National Olympic Committee of Ukraine and its chief
coordinator for preparations in Salt Lake City, said
she had succeeded in getting the world-renowned Sun

Sprinter Zhanna Pintusevich, in a file photo from 1997. On August 6 she beat American Marion Jones, the 
Olympic champion, in the 100-meter dash during the IAAF World Championships in Athletics.

AP/Michel Lipchitz
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For the UNA , 
a pre-convention year

Reaching the age of 107 on February 22 of this
year, the Ukrainian National Association contin-
ued its benevolent activity here in North

America and throughout the world, wherever
Ukrainians have settled. As UNA President Ulana
Diachuk noted, although this fraternal organization
traces its roots to a time long passed, “We are moving
with the spirit of the times and adjusting to the needs of
today’s Ukrainians and the Ukrainian community.”

As The Weekly noted in its editorial on the occasion
of the 107th anniversary, the UNA’s new insurance pro-
grams reflect members’ new needs: the policies are now
issued for higher sums and at lower prices; in addition,
there are new offerings like annuities that provide for
members’ retirement needs. The UNA also is attempting
to restructure its governing bodies via by-laws changes
aimed at taking this organization born in the 19th centu-
ry and developed in the 20th century into the 21st.

Today the UNA is reaching out to potential members
among the younger generations and new immigrants. Its
goal remains unchanged: to help all Ukrainians by rein-
vesting the earnings from its insurance business into our
community.

Topic No. 1 for the Ukrainian National Association
as the year 2001 began was direct billing. Due to the
controversy that the change, instituted in response to a
recommendation by New Jersey Department of Banking
and Insurance, elicited among many branch officers
who traditionally collected members’ dues (premiums),
National Secretary Martha Lysko sought the counsel of
the UNA’s consulting actuaries. Bruce and Bruce Co.
affirmed in a letter published in the UNA’s official pub-
lications that “direct billing has been hugely successful
and has proven to be a necessary step in survival in
today’s market.” The changeover to direct billing took
effect on January 1. As branches were relieved of the
responsibility of collecting insurance premiums (known
in fraternal circles as dues), the UNA Home Office
encouraged them to revitalize organizing activity to
enroll new members and fraternal activity to make
UNA membership more attractive and the UNA more
visible to the public eye.

Topic No. 2 for the UNA in 2001 was changes to the
UNA By-Laws. In mid-February it was announced that
all delegates to the UNA’s previous convention, held in
1998, and current members of the General Assembly
were being sent voting packets enabling them to cast a
ballot via mail for or against changing the organiza-
tions’ by-laws. 

As outlined by UNA Advisor Taras Szmagala Jr.,
chairman of the UNA By-Laws Committee, the propos-
al provided for the selection of a chief executive by an
11-member board of trustees, with the trustees being
elected at UNA conventions. This board would be
responsible for recruiting, interviewing and eventually
hiring the full-time head of the organization. The board
would also exercise general oversight into the affairs of
the association, formulate its policies and strategies, and
oversee the implementation of those policies and strate-
gies. Significantly, this board would also have the
power to dismiss non-performing executives, thereby
providing a degree of accountability not currently
found. 

In a commentary in The Weekly, Mr. Szmagala urged
delegates to approve the by-laws amendments, arguing
that the change is necessary for the well-being of the
UNA and that it would modernize an organizational
structure and system of functioning that is badly outdat-
ed. UNA members, who elect delegates from their
branches to quadrennial UNA conventions, would still
have a say in how the UNA functions, since their dele-
gates are the ones who will elect the 11-member board
of directors.

Those who were against the proposed new by-laws,
such as Dr. Myron B. Kuropas, who sent a letter to
those eligible to vote on the by-laws proposals, suggest-
ed that adopting a corporate structure was the fastest
way to guarantee that the UNA would no longer be a
fraternal organization that cares about and caters to the
needs of the Ukrainian community. The only way to
preserve the UNA’s fraternal structure is to elect frater-
nalists as executive officers. Opponents of the proposed
changes also argued that an 11-member board of direc-
tors would never be as representative of the UNA mem-
bership as is the current 25-member General Assembly

Valley Ski Resort, located in Idaho, to allow many of
Ukraine’s athletes to live and train there free of
charge.

She explained that the Idaho representatives were
particularly interested in the biathlon team because it
is considered among the top squads in the world and
Sun Valley has extensive professional-level cross-
country trails at altitudes comparable to those in Salt
Lake City.

The women’s biathlon team is one on which Ukraine
is heavily counting to contribute to the country’s medals
count. It has ranked at or near the top in recent polls,
and its star, Olena Zubrylova, is considered the top
female biathlete in the world. 

Ukraine hopes that its veteran figure skater, Olena
Liashenko, will win a medal as a result of working in
Sun Valley with a new trainer, who has revamped her
creative program.

Another highly rated Ukrainian squad, the aerial
freestylers, have been preparing for Salt Lake City just
outside of Calgary in Alberta, Canada, since November.
Three team members are rated in the top 10 in the
world, and Tatiana Kozachenko, who is ranked third,
has a legitimate shot at a medal.

Salt Lake City will also see the first ever representa-
tion by a Ukrainian Olympic hockey team. Although the
team is considered a long shot to win a medal,
Ukrainian hockey fans will be excited just to see their
team compete at the Olympic level.

• Vasyl Ivanchuk of Lviv and Ruslan Ponomaryov of
Kramatorsk have both won their semifinal matches to
advance to the finals of the World Chess Championship
conducted by the International Chess Federation FIDE
in Moscow. This guarantees that the next world chess
champion, regardless of the final’s outcome in January
2002, will be a Ukrainian.

* * * 
There was Ukrainian sports news in the diaspora as

well. Following are some of the highlights. 
• The 2001 ski races held of the Carpathian Ski Club

(KLK) took place at Ski Windham in upstate New York
on March 10. The races attracted 110 registrants of all
ages, 79 of whom completed the race. 

In addition to awards in nine male and seven female
brackets, there is also KLK’s coveted fastest skier
award, a traveling trophy presented each year to the
skier with the best time. This year’s winner was Andrij
“Snake” Sonevytsky with a time of 27.89 seconds. Jurij
Kobziar, a Hunter Mountain legend, achieved a time of
25.49 seconds but his name already appears on the cup
and the club rules stipulate that a skier can win this tro-
phy only once in a lifetime. 

As a warm-up for the ski races, a group of men par-
ticipated in the 25th annual ski clinic at Hunter
Mountain and Ski Windham in upstate New York. The
informal affair, which is as much a social as a sports
event, is organized yearly by the Chornomortsi fraterni-
ty of the Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization. The
2001 clinic had an added international flavor as repre-
sentatives from the Embassy of Ukraine, Consul
General Dr. Valerii Hrebenyuk, Trade Representative
and Counselor Yaroslav Voitko and Vice-Consul
(Second Secretary) Kostiantyn Kudryk, also participat-
ed. Former world downhill champion Karl Plattner of
Ski Windham led the clinic, which was organized by
Erko Palydowycz. 

• Golfers from all over the Northeast participated in
the Tryzub Ukrainian Sports Center’s 25th annual Golf
Outing on June 9 at the Limekiln Golf Club. 

The low gross winner was George Baer with a 78,
and the scramble format team winners were Roman
Wolczuk, John Perry, Eugene Luciw and Charlie
Taggart. Taras Midzak won the longest drive competi-
tion, and John Kamisczak came closest to the pin. 

An awards ceremony and banquet followed play, at

which the organizers celebrated the rich history of the
Tryzub tournament, the first and longest continually
running Ukrainian golf tournament.

• During Labor Day weekend at Soyuzivka, Mark
Oryshkewych, a well-known Ukrainian tennis player
from Chicago, regained the men’s title at the national
tennis championships of the Ukrainian Sports
Federation of the U.S.A. and Canada (USCAK). He had
won that title for the first time in 1996 and this year cel-
ebrated the fifth anniversary of that contest by winning
the final match of the 46th annual tournament at the
Ukrainian National Association resort, defeating 17-
year-old Hordiy Milchutsky of Ukraine by the score of
6-1, 6-0. In the women’s group, the peerless Lesia
Bilak, a New Jerseyan formerly from Uzhorod, took her
fourth consecutive championship, winning the final
against Anne Marie Shumsky 6-3, 6-0. 

At the 46th annual national swimming champi-
onships, also held at that weekend at Soyuzivka under
the auspices of USCAK, the Newark, N.J.-based
Chornomorska Sitch team once again captured the
team trophy. Sitch swimmers came in first with 250
points – more than double the points earned by the sec-
ond-place finisher, Tryzub of Philadelphia, whose
members earned 124 points. The Ukrainian American
Youth Association (SUM) and Plast Ukrainian Scouting
Organization came in third and fourth, respectively,
with 51 and 11 points.

• With a 3-2 victory over West Morris High School
on September 7, Columbia High School boy’s soccer
coach Gene Chyzowych set the national high school
mark for most career victories with an overall record of
593-137-55. During Chyzowych’s 37-year tenure his
Cougars have won 22 conference championships, 13
Essex County Tournament championships, 15 North
Jersey sectional championships and four New Jersey
state championships.

• The Ukrainian Sports Federation of the U.S.A. and
Canada held its 2001 chess championship on October
20 at the St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church hall in
Buffalo, N.Y. The battle for first place ended in a tie
between a father and his son – Dr. Ihor Podebryi and
Olexa Podebryi – each with a score of 4:1. The co-win-
ners received identical prize money of $250 each, but
the title of USCAK champion went to Olexa Podebryi,
on superior tie-breakers.

• At the end of mid-season (December), the
Chornomorska Sitch men’s soccer team of Newark,
N.J., was in second place in the National Division of the
Champions League, which operates in New Jersey, New
York and Connecticut. The Sitch team, playing under
the name “Union Ukrainians,” automatically advanced
to the champions league after winning the Garden State
Soccer League Elite Division Championship.

* * * 
There was news also about youth sports exchanges.
• Early this year The Weekly carried a report on the

Sokil Ukrainian Youth Hockey Team that traveled from
Ukraine to Albany, N.Y., to compete in the New York
State International Hockey Cup competition in
December 2000. 

With the help of Andrij Baran of the greater Albany
District of the Ukrainian Congress Committee of
America, the team found several local Ukrainian
Americans who were willing to take in the 14-year-olds
while they participated in the tournament. 

Despite their lack of modern equipment, and with
three of their better players left behind in Kyiv for lack
of funds, the Ukrainians logged four wins and two loss-
es, both of which came against much larger teams from
Connecticut and Massachusetts.

• The first annual Irondequoit-Poltava Sister Cities
Soccer Exchange Tournament was held on July 13-27.
Organized by leaders of the Irondequoit-Poltava Sister
Cities Committee, the International Sister Cities
Council of Irondequoit and the Irondequoit Soccer
Club, the tournament was held to celebrate the 10th
anniversary of Ukraine’s independence, the 10th
anniversary of the Irondequoit-Poltava Sister Cities
partnership and the 100th anniversary of the first
Ukrainian immigrant’s arrival in Rochester, N.Y. 

Thirteen young soccer players, age 12-16 represented
the Alpha Football Club of Poltava. The club numbers
around 120 players and just recently took the champi-
onship in the Ukrainian Youth Tournament in the 16-
and-under age bracket, where over 100 teams competed
for the national championship.

The success of this first soccer exchange established
the foundation for a tournament in Poltava in the sum-
mer of 2002. 

Canada Post’s stamp honoring hockey great Terry
Sawchuk, one of the National Hockey League All-Stars 

depicted on a souvenir sheet released on January 18.



and that it would concentrate too much power in too
few hands as it would take only six votes (out of the 11-
member board) to control the entire organization. 

Finally, there were also those who urged a “no” vote
on the mail-in ballot for the simple reason that they
believed such a monumental change should be dis-
cussed openly at a full-scale UNA convention, where all
the delegates have the advantage of hearing each other’s
opinions – pro and con – on issues of critical impor-
tance to the UNA’s future. Advisor Alexander Chudolij
wrote: “An exchange of ideas among convention dele-
gates is, in my opinion, the best, fairest and most demo-
cratic way for any or all of the delegates to be heard –
both leading up to and during the actual vote. Every del-
egate is in attendance and already sitting in the same
convention hall. It is the perfect setting for an exchange
of views, opinions and understanding of the issue at
hand. In fact, it’s exactly what conventions are for!”
“Furthermore,” he argued, “I have always believed that
it does not matter as much what type of system we use
to elect our UNA leaders, but that it matters whom we
elect and what resources they have to get the job done.
Does anyone really think that all of our problems will
turn around if we elect a board of directors?”

The ballots were to be returned by May 1, whereupon
they were tabulated by members of the UNA Auditing
Committee on May 8.

A report signed for the Auditing Committee by
William Pastuszek, chairman; Stefan Hawrysz, vice-
chairman; Dr. Alexander J. Serafyn, secretary; Myron
Groch and Yaroslav Zaviysky, members; noted that a
total of 179 ballots was received, which represented
76.8 percent of the 233 eligible votes. The results of the
vote was: for adopting the by-laws changes, 106;
against, 70. Three ballots were ruled invalid (two were
returned empty and one was damaged). In order for the
by-laws proposal to pass 155 “yes” votes – two-thirds
of the eligible votes – were required. Fifty-four eligible
voters, or 23.2 percent of the total eligible, did not reg-
ister a vote. Thus the proposal to alter the UNA’s gover-
nance structure to a corporate model failed to pass.

On the financial front, 2001 was a turnaround year. At
the March 24 meeting of the UNA Executive Committee
– the first of 2001, it was reported by Mr. Kaczaraj that
the UNA had ended the year 2000 with the lowest deficit
in over 10 years. The greatly improved financial status of
the UNA was mainly due to the reduction in the deficits
of its publications and a reduction in operating expenses.
The publications had an overall deficit of $175,000 for
the year 2000, while the deficit in 1999 was $246,000.
The Ukrainian National Urban Renewal Corp. showed a
profit for the year 2000 in the amount of $107,000. The
UNA had unrealized losses of $383,000 due to the weak-
ness in the Canadian dollar. Soyuzivka remains the
UNA’s biggest financial burden; the deficit from
Soyuzivka was $579,000 for the year 2000. Mr. Kaczaraj
concluded by reporting that the overall decrease in sur-
plus for 2000 was $188,000.

In December at the annual meeting of the UNA
General Assembly, Treasurer Kaczaraj reported good
news about growth in the UNA’s surplus: during the
first nine months of 2001 the surplus increased by $1
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million to $7,791,225. Other positives included the
UNA’s very strong solvency ratio of 114 percent (that
is, $114 to cover each $100 of liabilities, as compared
with the $105 average for the top 25 insurance compa-
nies); the expectation that the net profit of the UNA’s
building corporation, the Ukrainian National Urban
Renewal Corp., would be $350,000 in the year 2002;
and the reduction of the UNA publications’ deficit to the
“manageable level” of $86,455 for the first nine months
of this year. 

Mr. Kaczaraj tempered his optimism, however, as he
spoke of Soyuzivka, which recorded a deficit of nearly
$462,000 during the first three quarters of 2001. He
concluded his report by underscoring that “we have to
solve Soyuzivka’s problems and increase sales of insur-
ance.”

At the first executive committee meeting for 2001,
National Secretary Lysko reported that total UNA mem-
bership for the year 2000 stood at 50,689 members:
25,685 premium-paying members and 25,004 paid-up
members. At the yearend annual meeting of the UNA
General Assembly, Mrs. Lysko reported a total UNA
membership of 48,536, with a net loss of 2,170 mem-
bers as of the end of the third quarter. She noted that the
UNA now has no professional sales forces and that
branch secretaries are aging and are no longer as active
as they once were in enrolling new members.

The fate of Soyuzivka was very much on the minds
of UNAers and on the agenda of its leadership.

During its annual meeting held in December 2000,
the General Assembly of the Ukrainian National
Association had commissioned a standing committee to
prepare a comprehensive analysis of the state of affairs
of the Ukrainian National Association’s resort,
Soyuzivka. The committee analyzed the situation facing
the resort, and reached a number of conclusions regard-
ing its future that were set forth in a 12-page report
delivered to the Executive Committee in late April of
this year, and in an enhanced report submitted in early
July. (The work of several committee members, fore-
most among them Stefko Kuropas, Taras Szmagala,
Alexander Chudolij, Wasyl Szeremeta. The report was
divided into four sections: physical plant (summarizing
necessary building renovations and reconstruction),
financing alternatives (including charitable and for-
profit capitalization options), operating analysis (includ-
ing profit and loss projections) and future actions need-
ed to be taken by the Executive Committee. The com-
mittee made a number of recommendations on improve-
ments, including both renovations and additions to the
resort that would cost $4.2 million to complete, but
which it considered “absolutely necessary for
Soyuzivka to attract guests at a rate to enable it to oper-
ate at a break-even basis or better.”

The committee also examined several options,
including for-profit and non-profit structures, with the
latter seen as preferable. Under the non-profit approach,
the UNA would transfer Soyuzivka into a not-for-profit
foundation organized under Section 501(c)(3) of the
Internal Revenue Code. Such an entity would conceiv-
ably be able to both accept charitable contributions and
attract strategic capital. Indeed, the UNA General

Assembly’s annual meeting in December concurred
with the non-profit approach.

The report concluded: “On a going forward basis, the
committee noted the need to follow-up on four areas:
(a) identifying professional assistance in attracting char-
itable donations, (b) identifying interested institutional
donors, (c) identifying candidates for third party man-
agement, and (d) finalizing the position of the state
insurance commission on the committee’s recommenda-
tions.”

At its December 2001 annual meeting the General
Assembly authorized the Executive Committee, togeth-
er with the Standing Committee on Soyuzivka, to obtain
legal counsel and engage a resort consultant regarding
options for the future of Soyuzivka, and to report back
to the General Assembly by mid-January.

The UNA recorded several sad losses during 2001:
the deaths of three honorary members of the General
Assembly with a total of 93 years of active service to
the UNA among them. Walter Sochan, supreme secre-
tary and an executive officer (vice-president and record-
ing secretary, 1966-1974 and later supreme secretary
1974-1994) for 28 years, plus another 17 years as an
employee of the Home Office, and honorary member
since 1994 died on May 23 at age 77. John O. Flis, for-
mer three-term supreme president (1978-1990) and one-
term vice-president (1974-1978) and honorary member
since 1990, died on June 8 at age 78. Stephen Kuropas,
supreme auditor for 25 years (1937-1961) then supreme
vice-president for eight years, (1961-1970) and hon-
orary member since 1970, died on August 11 at age 100.

In February we reported on one of the UNA’s most
promising programs. To help Ukraine’s disadvantaged
rural youths, the UNA decided to give 10 such youths a
chance at a college education at one of Ukraine’s most
prestigious academic institutions. After discussions with
the National University of Kyiv Mohyla Academy, the
UNA, through its Ukrainian National Foundation,
agreed to pay the $1,000 tuition for each of five boys
and five girls from villages in central and eastern
Ukraine to take part in college preparatory courses at
the university – rated for the last several years as one of
the top two centers of academic study in Ukraine. The
semester-long college preparatory course puts prospec-
tive students on the university’s campus and in its dor-
mitories as they take part in a pre-college level curricu-
lum that teaches required subjects, in the physical sci-
ences as well as the humanities, and is aimed at helping
them pass the school’s entrance examination.

The UNA programs continued its Scholarship
Program in 2001. In September it was announced that
more than $16,000 in scholarships was awarded to 129
college students throughout the United States and
Canada for the 2001-2002 academic year.

This year’s UNA scholarships add to the more than
$1.78 million awarded by the UNA since 1946, continu-
ing its tradition of supporting the education and devel-
opment of today’s Ukrainian American and Ukrainian
Canadian youth.

The Scholarship Committee awarded $100 to each of
36 incoming freshmen, $125 to each of 30 sophomores,
$150 to each of 25 juniors and $175 to each of 29 sen-

Three stalwarts of the Ukrainian National Association who passed away in 2001: executive officers Walter Sochan, John O. Flis and Stephen Kuropas.



THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, JANUARY 6, 2002 41No. 1

2001: THE YEAR IN REVIEW
iors. The nine remaining recipients, whose applications
required a personal statement, were awarded special
scholarships, ranging in value from $500 to $2,000.

A special eight-page insert devoted to the previous
year’s (2000-2001) scholarship program, and containing
the photos and brief profiles of the 141 scholarship
recipients was published in our April 1 issue. The
UNA’s 2001-2002 scholars should be profiled sometime
in 2002.

The UNA was active in the field of education also by
way of its English Teachers for Ukraine Program.
During 2001 nine volunteer educators traveled to
Ukraine to teach the English language under a program
directed by Zirka Voronka. Since 1992 more than 400
volunteers have taught conversational English to 4,000
students in over 80 cities in Ukraine.

Since we are speaking about aid to Ukraine, it is
important to recall that in October the UNA president
published an article in which she spelled out how much
aid the UNA had given to Ukraine and its citizens since
the county’s independence was proclaimed in 1991. The
total: an amazing $1,171,511. That breaks down to near-
ly $137,000 for publication of books; more than
$342,000 in aid to various organizations; over $73,000
in scholarships; about $167,000 for UNA teaching proj-
ects; almost $178,000 for the Kyiv Press Bureau, more
than $37,000 for special collections, such as flood relief
and aid to families of miners; and $237,000 in other
miscellaneous support for youth organizations, political
activists, the arts and schools.

The 91st annual UNA Almanac, dedicated to the 10th
anniversary of independent Ukraine, was released in
2001 by Svoboda. The 288-page almanac included a
collection of articles on various aspects of Ukrainian
life, including politics, religion, art and history. The edi-
tor of the book is Petro Chasto; the cover design is by
Erica and Stepan Slutsky.  

* * *
In the waning days of the summer, throngs of young

Ukrainians, as well as somewhat older types, traveled to
Soyuzivka for the annual Labor Day weekend ritual that
marks the end of summer.

The weekend at “Suzy-Q” has become an annual rit-
ual – one last chance for Ukrainians to gather as a com-
munity and have some fun in the sun together before the
weather turns and young people go off to school.

When asked why they come to Soyuzivka for Labor
Day year after year, the vast majority of young people
replied that it gives them an opportunity to see their
friends one last time before heading off to school. As
Adrian Olesnycky explained, “it might seem like a
generic thing to say, but it’s true.”

Christian Koschil, a New Jersey native who moved
to Torrance, Calif., but now attends Carnegie Mellon
University in Pittsburgh, added, “I was out of the loop
in California. Being away from it for a while really lets
you see and appreciate it. There’s a kind of continuous
friendship here that you’ll find nowhere else, on the
East or West Coast. It’s something our grandparents had
and passed on to our parents, who have passed it on to
us. And we’ll carry it on.”

Besides the student crowd, the resort also attracted
tennis players and swimmers for the annual national
championships of the Ukrainian Sports Federation of
the U.S.A. and Canada.

For the record, the men’s tennis champion was Mark
Oryshkewych of Chicago, while New Jerseyan Lesia
Bilak, formerly of Uzhhorod, Ukraine, earned her
fourth consecutive women’s title. Sitch swimmers took
home the team trophy.

At Soyuzivka, the season had officially begun with
the traditional Fourth of July festivities.

But things got moving around Memorial Day week-
end with Seniors Week in June, when the 27th annual
UNA Seniors Conference was held and with Anna
Chopek being re-elected to head the organization.

In between there was a full complement of camps
including the Chemney Fun Center day camp for chil-
dren age 4-10, the popular Tabir Ptashat Plast day camp
for pre-schoolers, plus recreational camp for older chil-
dren, tennis camp and Roma Pryma Bohachevsky’s
dance camp, not to mention Club Suzy-Q Week. A num-
ber of camps, such as the Sitch Sports School and Roma
Pryma Bohachevsky’s dance workshop and the dance
camp that normally would have been held at the
Verkhovyna resort previously owned by the Ukrainian
Fraternal Association.

The UNA resort also selected a new Miss Soyuzivka
during 2001, as Miss Soyuzivka 2002 was chosen on
August 11. She is Laryssa Blaha, 19, of Whitestone,

N.Y., a sophomore at Iona College. Ms. Blaha is a
member of the Ukrainian American Youth Association
(SUM) and the SUM choir Prolisok, and participates in
various sports, dance groups and clubs. She is a member
of Branch 86 of the Ukrainian National Association.

The UNA’s Christmas Card Project for 2001 ear-
marked its proceeds for Soyuzivka. This year the UNA
published approximately 120,000 cards that were distrib-
uted throughout the United States, Canada and Ukraine. 

* * *
With the end of the year approaching the UNA

General Assembly held its annual meeting at
Soyuzivka, on November 30-December 2. 

The assembly discussed collaboration with Ukrainian
credit unions throughout North America, a renewed pro-
posal from the Ukrainian Fraternal Association for a
merger with the UNA; the future direction of the UNA
in general and its activity in Canada in particular; and
the issuance of membership cards to all UNA members. 

The General Assembly also adopted a budget for
2002 that foresees $5,625,000 in income and disburse-
ments of $5,563,800.

President Diachuk reported that compliance issues
took up an extraordinary amount of time and effort as
insurance regulators impose ever-increasing demands
on fraternal insurance companies.

She devoted special attention to the UNA’s business
in Canada, which, according to the UNA’s Canadian
actuary, “is barely sufficient to be self-sustaining.” Back
in March Mrs. Diachuk had reported that Canadian offi-
cials were concerned by the UNA’s lack of growth in
Canada and were demanding that the UNA prepare a
strategic plan for the next five years for Canadian busi-
ness. She noted that the UNA has three options: to
aggressively pursue more Canadian business, to let its
business in Canada gradually dwindle, or to withdraw
from Canada while there still is a surplus on the UNA’s
Canadian books. The General Assembly later resolved
that a meeting of the UNA’s Canadian representation be
convened by the director for Canada by the end of
January 2002.

The president also spoke of the fact that only 93
UNA organizers were active in enrolling members dur-
ing 2001, bringing in 326 members insured for
$5,823,000. Of that number, only 20 were signed up in
Canada, where the UNA has 31 branches.

The annual meeting of the UNA’s highest decision-
making body between quadrennial conventions adopted
a number of resolutions, in which the General
Assembly:

• directed the UNA president or her designee to con-
tact the presidents of Ukrainian credit unions in North
America to determine any possible collaboration;

• authorized the Executive Committee to discuss the
Ukrainian Fraternal Association’s renewed proposal of a
merger with the UNA;

• established a Standing Committee on the Future of
the UNA;

• directed the Executive Committee to issue member-
ship cards to all UNA members and to distribute them
before the 2002 convention;

• directed the Executive Committee to pursue
issuance of a UNA credit card with Ukrainian credit
unions; and

• established a committee, chaired by Vice-President
Anya Dydyk-Petrenko, to raise funds for a monument to
the late Patriarch Mstyslav, leader of the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church, to be erected at Soyuzivka.

As the year came to a close, UNA’ers were looking
ahead to 2002 and the 35th Regular Convention of the
Ukrainian National Association to be held in Chicago
on May 24-28, Memorial Day weekend.

The convention committee is headed by Dr. Myron
B. Kuropas, honorary member of the UNA General
Assembly, and includes UNA Advisor Andrij Skyba,
vice-chairman; Osyp Panczyszyn, Ukrainian-language
secretary; Lesia W. Kuropas, English-language secre-
tary; and Nick Chemers, treasurer.

According to Dr. Kuropas, among the highlights of
the Memorial Day weekend convention will be a con-
cert and a tour of Chicago, including its Ukrainian
Village section.

“We plan to make this the best convention ever,”
Stefko Kuropas, UNA Chicago District Committee
chairman and UNA vice-president, promised back in
June. “If all goes as planned, we will have many activi-
ties for the spouses of delegates as well as for their chil-
dren and grandchildren. Chicago is a great place for a
convention.”

Noteworthy in Y2K+1:
events, people, etc.

Noteworthy: that’s the category we’ve created for
all those notable events and people that stood
out as relevant and significant stories of the past

year but did not fit neatly into any of the other cate-
gories in this special year-in-review issue.

• Prof. Roman Yereniuk conducted his “Survey of the
Top 100 Ukrainian Heroes and Heroines” in preparation
for the celebration of the 10th anniversary of Ukraine’s
independence. Forty-three percent of the 886 respon-
dents were born in Ukraine, 41 percent were born in
Canada, and the rest hailed from various other coun-
tries. The survey, completed via newspapers in North
America, including The Ukrainian Weekly, was not sci-
entific, but it did elicit some very interesting responses.

Indeed, some of the top 10 heroes/heroines were sur-
prising figures, reflecting, no doubt, the personal inter-
ests of the survey participants, as each survey form
allowed for the nomination of three people each in
seven fields of endeavor. Thus, 21 individuals could
potentially be nominated by each respondent.

Cover of “Thousands of Roads,” a memoir by Maria 
Savchyn Pyskir.

The top vote-getters were as follows: 1. Taras
Shevchenko, (1814-1861), most prominent Ukrainian
national literary figure, poet and artist; 2. Mykhailo
Hrushevsky (1866-1934), distinguished Ukrainian histo-
rian, academic, political leader, publicist and writer; 4.
Lesia Ukrainka (1871-1913), distinguished poet, play-
wright and translator; 5. Volodymyr the Great (956-
1015), grand prince, unifier and organizer of the Kyivan
state and introducer of Christianity as the state religion;
6. Andrey Sheptytsky (1865-1944), Ukrainian Catholic
metropolitan and Church leader, as well as major cultur-
al, educational and civic figure; 7. Serhii Bubka (1964-),
world-renowned pole-vaulter, winner of the 1988
Olympic gold medal and 35-time world record holder; 8.
Petro Mohyla, (1597-1647), Ukrainian Orthodox metro-
politan and major Church leader as well as educational,
cultural and social activist, named a saint; 9. Bohdan
Khmelnytskyi (1595-1657), military and political leader
(hetman) and founder of the Ukrainian Hetman state;
and, finally, Oksana Baiul, (1975- ), renowned figure
skater and winner of the Olympic gold medal in 1992.

Less controversial was the list of top 10 generated
when each voter was allowed to submit only one name
for the title of single most important person in the histo-
ry of Ukraine. Not surprisingly, Taras Shevchenko head-
ed up the list. He was followed by: Volodymyr the
Great; Mykhailo Hrushevsky; Vyacheslav Chornovil
(1938-1999), literary critic, journalist, leading dissident
and political figure, as well as member of the Ukrainian
Helsinki Monitoring Group; Mstyslav Skrypnyk (1898-
1993), metropolitan and patriarch of the Ukrainian
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Washington Group Award for his efforts in promoting
closer U.S.-Ukraine military ties. Gen. Krawciw is cur-
rently the president of the Dupuy Institute, a military
history research center in MacLean, Va., and a consult-
ant on Ukraine in the Office of the Assistant Secretary
of Defense, International Security Policy (OASD-ISP).

Over his 31 years of military service, Gen. Krawciw
saw diverse assignments, from combat in Vietnam to a
post as the senior U.S. observer and chief operations offi-
cer with the United Nations Truce Supervision
Organization in and around Israel during the period of the
Yom Kippur War. He amassed a long list of decorations
over the years, including the Defense Distinguished
Service Medal, the Army Distinguished Service Medal,
three awards of the Silver Star, a Distinguished Flying
Cross, two Legion of Merit awards, four Bronze Stars
(two for valor), and a Purple Heart.

• Ukrainian American World War II Flight Nurse
Evelyn Kowalchuk was honored in Bedford, Va., at the
D-Day Memorial dedication on June 6, attended by
President George W. Bush. A native of Newark, N.J.,
U.S. Army Air Corps 2nd Lt. Kowalchuk served 37
years ago in the 818th Medical Evac Transport
Squadron, logging numerous missions tending the
wounded as they were evacuated to English hospitals
from the beaches at Normandy.

Mrs. Kowalchuk said of the wounded soldiers they
picked up, “They were scared. They didn’t cry ... they
were just glad to be on an American plane. There was
this one time I let a young soldier, who was bleeding to
death, just rest his head in my lap while I sang him an
old Ukrainian lullaby. He just needed to feel that close-
ness.”

• In a commentary by Andrew Stuttaford published on
May 15, the National Review Online, reprinted with per-
mission in The Ukrainian Weekly, challenged The New
York Times to remove Walter Duranty from its honor roll
of Pulitzer Prize winners. Walter Duranty was a corre-
spondent for the Times who reported on the situation in
Stalin’s Soviet Union, praising the Stalinist regime and
denying the existence of the Ukrainian famine of 1932-
1933. While his work has been discredited and The New
York Times itself has acknowledged that Duranty’s writ-
ing was “some of the worst reporting to appear in the
newspaper,” he remains on the annual list of Pulitzer
Prize winners published by the newspaper.

• Twenty-two-year-old Connecticut-born Joseph

Orthodox Church; Bohdan Khmelnytskyi; Josyf Slipyi
(1892-1984), Ukrainian Catholic patriarch and cardinal;
Ivan Franko; Leonid Kravchuk (1934- ), first president
of Ukraine after its modern independence; and Stefan
Bandera (1909-1959), nationalist, politician and ideo-
logue of the Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists.

• In October 1985, a Ukrainian sailor named
Myroslav Medvid dove off the Soviet freighter Marshal
Koniev in the port of New Orleans, seeking political
asylum in the United States. Although the United States
ultimately sent him back to the Soviet Union, the Rev.
Myroslav Medvid, ordained a priest of the Ukrainian
Greek-Catholic Church in 1990, returned to the United
States almost 16 years after his initial quest for asylum
on the invitation of the Ukrainian Congress Committee
of America (UCCA).

Mr. Medvid met on January 30 with Sen. Jesse
Helms (R-N.C.), chairman of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee, who had supported his cause by
issuing a subpoena for Mr. Medvid to appear before the
Senate Agricultural Committee, which the senator then
chaired. He also met with former Pennsylvania Rep.
Dan Ritter, and visited the Ukrainian communities in
Philadelphia, Newark, New York, Chicago, Cleveland
and Buffalo, as well as the Ukrainian Catholic diocese
in Stamford, Conn.

• President George W. Bush nominated Paula J.
Dobriansky, an American of Ukrainian descent, for the
position of undersecretary of state for global affairs on
March 12. The Senate confirmed the nomination, put-
ting Ms. Dobriansky at the helm of the office that coor-
dinates U.S. foreign relations on a variety of global
issues, including democracy, human rights and labor;
environment, oceans and science; narcotics control and
law enforcement; population refugees and migration;
and women’s issues.

Later, President Bush also appointed Ms. Dobriansky
coordinator of Tibetan issues. The position was created
by Congress to promote dialogue between the Chinese
government in Beijing and the Dalai Lama, the exiled
Tibetan leader, and to protect Tibetan identity. The
Chinese government has long expressed displeasure
with the relationship between the United States and the
Dalai Lama.

• Nicholas Krawciw, major general, U.S. Army
(retired), was honored at the 2001 Leadership
Conference, held on October 19-21, with The

Sywenkyj’s photographs of Chornobyl’s aftereffects
were prominently displayed at the United Nations 10th
Conference on “Health and the Environment” as an
emotional reminder of the world’s worst civilian nuclear
disaster.

The Children of Chornobyl Relief Fund (CCRF) sent
Mr. Sywenkyj, a summer intern, to capture on film the
reality of the hospitals and orphanages affected by
Chornobyl. Said Mr. Sywenkyj, “No matter what their
condition, the minute I showed up it was something new
for them. Something interesting. I think it broke up the
monotony of their everyday routine. In general, most of
the people were flattered and really happy about it. They
felt as though someone was paying attention to them.”

• The tall ship Batkivschyna, a 90-foot schooner that
set sail from Kyiv in April 1999 and participated in Op
Sail 2000 in New London, Conn., spent the summer
touring the United States, visiting Chicago for a cele-
bration of Ukraine’s 10th anniversary of independence.
Along the way, the ship visited Hartford and New
Haven, Conn., and Albany and Utica, N.Y., and then
entered the Great Lakes, with stops at Rochester,
Buffalo, Cleveland Detroit, Bay City, Muskegon and
Milwaukee. The Batkivschyna’s mission is to raise
awareness of Ukraine and to raise funds for the
Children of Chornobyl Relief Fund (CCRF). Capt.
Dmitrii Birioukovitch, his nephew, his wife, and his
crew will return to Ukraine after circumnavigating the
globe by 2004.

• In a solemn commemoration marking the 15th
anniversary of the world’s worst nuclear disaster, the
10th International Conference on Health and the
Environment dedicated April 26 to re-evaluating the
medical aftereffects and continuing illnesses that have
plagued Ukraine, Russia and Belarus due to the nuclear
fallout from Chornobyl. The session included govern-
ment employees, physicians and scientists in the fields
of nuclear energy, cancer research and pediatrics who
emphasized the health impact the Chornobyl nuclear
power plant catastrophe has had and will continue to
have for future generations.

• “Thousands of Roads,” an autobiographical account
of the life of Maria Savchyn Pyskir, who lived under the
pseudonym Marichka during World War II, was pub-
lished this year. The book tells the story of Marichka’s
involvement with the Ukrainian Insurgent Army (UPA)
and her marriage to Orlan, an UPA leader. At one point,
Marichka was forced to jump out a window and aban-
don her son to escape enemy capture. According to the
book, Marichka defiantly told KGB interrogators, “You
wish you had people who would dedicate themselves to
communism the way we dedicated ourselves to our
cause.”

• “Enough,” a children’s book by Marsha Forchuk
Skrypuch was released in March 2001 in the United
States. The book describes how a fictional girl rescues

U.N. Undersecretary-General Kenzo Oshima rings the peace bell at the United Nations on April 26 to mark the
15th anniversary of the Chornobyl nuclear disaster in Ukraine.

Andrew Nynka

Nicholas Krawciw, major general of the U.S. Army
(retired) was honored on October 20 with The
Washington Group Award for his efforts in promoting 

U.S.-Ukraine military ties.

Natalie Sluzar
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her village from starvation and the predations of the
great Dictator who has tried to extort all of their food.
In this children’s representation of the Great Famine of
1932-1933, the heroine’s faith and goodness triumph in
the end.

• The Narbut Prize is awarded every year by the
Ukrainian Philatelic and Numismatic Society for the
best Ukrainian stamp or souvenir sheet design. The
prize is named after Heorhiy Narbut, the famous graph-
ic artist of the early 20th century who designed some of
Ukraine’s first stamps and banknotes. This year’s win-
ner is a souvenir sheet by Kateryna Shtanko called
“Wildflowers of Ukraine.” In 2002, one of the past win-
ners will be selected as the best Ukrainian stamp or sou-
venir sheet of the past 10 years.

• Myroslaw Smorodsky was honored on January 10
by the International Lawyers’ Fund of Ukraine, which
presented him with its Honorary Gold Medal Award.
Working in conjunction with a number of other legal
representatives, Mr. Smorodsky presented cases on
behalf of Nazi victims from several Eastern European
nations, among others, Ukraine, Poland and Belarus.
The legal action resulted in settlements with Germany
and Austria that will distribute approximately $1 billion
among surviving Ukrainian victims of Nazi forced/slave
labor. Through their success, Mr. Smorodsky and his
colleagues were able to garner incontestible evidence,
that a variety of different peoples suffered under Nazi
oppression.

• John Hynansky, entrepreneur and philanthropist,
received the Recognition Award at the 22nd annual ban-
quet of the Ukrainian Educational and Cultural Center
(UECC) held on February 24. In 1993 Mr. Hynansky
facilitated the purchase of the Consulate building in
New York City when the Ukrainian government was not
in a position to do so. He has also funded Ukrainian
orphanages and children’s hospitals, donated an ambu-
lance to the city of Lviv, and provided police cars for
many regions of Ukraine, to name just a few of his phil-
anthropic acts. Mr. Hynansky is a supporter of the
Ukrainian American and Canadian communities as well,
donating money to the Ukrainian Sports Federation of
the U.S.A. and Canada (USCAK), The Ukrainian
Museum and the Shevchenko Scientific Society, among
others.

• Philadelphians paid tribute to one of their own, the
late Dr. Alexander B. Chernyk, a surgeon and philan-
thropist, by dedicating a memorial plaque and the
Alexander B. Chernyk Gallery at the Ukrainian
Educational and Cultural Cetner. The ceremony took
place on September 29.

• In Watervliet, an upstate New York City located
near Albany, the Ukrainian American Citizens’ Club
recently honored two pioneers, the late John and Eva
Urban, who were instrumental in establishing communi-
ty life there. A memorial plaque recognizing their
achievements was presented on November 3 to family
members Ann Urban and Pauline (Urban) Bruggeman,
with her husband, Warren.

• The Ukrainian Graduates of Detroit and Windsor
selected Volodymyr Shesiuk to be the recipient on
November 4 of the 2001 Ukrainian of the Year Award in
recognition of his outstanding contributions to the
Ukrainian community and culture. Maestro Shesiuk,
formerly the conductor of the Lviv Philharmonic
Symphony Orchestra, the Lviv Opera and Ballet
Theater, and the National Opera and Ballet Theater in
Kyrgyzstan, as well as the conductor-in-residence of the
Bolshoi Theater in Moscow, has served the Ukrainian
community as choir director of the St. Josaphat
Ukrainian Catholic Church Choir in Warren, Mich. He
has conducted multiple concerts with Ukrainian artists,
including one titled “Chornobyl Remembered.” 

• Judge Bohdan A. Futey of the U.S. Court of Federal
Claims, was honored on November 24 by the Ukrainian
technologtical Society as the Pittsburgh professionals’
2001 Ukrainian of the Year. The award recognized
Judge Futey’s work in helping to develop the govern-
mental structures of independent Ukraine, specifically
its judicial branch.

• “Cossacks – European Wars,” a historical real-time
strategy computer game, was released for sale in the
United States on March 30. Play takes place among
combat units and peasants from 16 European nations,
including Ukraine, Poland and Russia, each with unique
national units, buildings, characteristics and fighting
abilities. Players can send the speedy Sich Kozak caval-
ry, waving their flashy sabres, up hills and through
forests to capture an enemy iron mine, or they can place
units of pikemen or musketeers in fighting formations
such as lines or squares, led by their own commander

and drummer. The game contains five historic cam-
paigns, including the Ukrainian Independence War
(1648-1657), as well as smaller scenarios.

• On February 25 the City of Chicago celebrated 10
years of the Chicago-Kyiv sister cities relationship at a
luncheon fund-raiser aimed at the purchase of computers
and basic electronic equipment for Chicago’s sister
schools in Kyiv. The Chicago Sister Cities International
Program was created by Chicago Mayor Richard M.
Daley to promote economic development and exchanges
in the spheres of culture, education, medicine, technolo-
gy, environment and social service for the benefit of the
sister cities abroad and the City of Chicago.

• The U.S.-Ukraine Foundation celebrated its 10th
anniversary by establishing an Endownment Fund,
which was made possible by a generous $25,000 gift
from long-time USUF supporter Murray Senkus of
North Carolina.

• The third oldest Ukrainian business in the U.S.,
Kobasniuk Travel Inc., established by Stephan
Kowbasniuk and his wife Stephanie Starzynska
Kowbasniuk, closed this year in March after 80 years.
Vera Kowbasniuk Shumeyko, who became CEO in 1953,
continued to provide travel services, processed 15,000
displaced persons’ applications after World War II, and
initiated group tours to Ukraine in 1960.

• Zenia Mucha, New York Governor Pataki’s com-
munications director and key political adviser, in
February took on the post of senior vice-president for
communications for the ABC Broadcast Group and the
ABC Television Network. Ms. Mucha became involved
in politics in 1980 as a volunteer in Sen. Alphonse
D’Amato’s first campaign for the U.S. Senate. She
earned a reputation in state government as a tough-talk-
ing, take-no prisoners advocate for Gov. Pataki. 

• “Jeopardy” host Alex Trebek, pictured with “Who
Wants to Be a Millionaire” host Regis Philbin on the
January 27-February 2 cover of TV Guide, was touted
as No. 4 in the Guide’s selection of “Hosts We Love the
Most” and the show was listed as No. 2 of “The 50
Greatest Game Shows of all Time.” The sauve, all-busi-
ness demeanor of the Candadian-born Mr. Trebek,
whose father is Ukrainian, is credited with keeping him
as host since 1984.

• The biggest quiz show prize in network television
history is the $2.18 million won on “Who Wants to Be a
Millionaire” by a Michigan man who correctly identified
Ukrainian Ihor (Igor) Sikorsky as the inventor of the first
mass-produced helocopter. The story was reported in
June.

• A children’s operetta from Lviv, “The Brave
Rooster,” composed by Maestro Bohdan Yaniwsky,
charmed a packed audience at the Ukrainian
Educational and Cultural Center (UECC) on June 9-10.
It featured 23 talented youngsters ranging in age from 3
to 18 from the Philadelphia area. The theme of the fable
of the operetta was the triumph of Good over Evil, acted
out by a barnyard cast of characters.

During 2001 we mourned the passing of the vic-
tims of the Twin Towers terrorist attack, as well
as bishops and clergy, scholars and artists, lead-

ers and community activists, and prominent individuals.
Among them were:

• Sir Harry Polche, 82, lieutenant with the New York
Police Department, past national commander of the
Ukrainian American Veterans, and Knight of St.
Gregory the Great – New York, December 18, 2000. 

• Nicholas Martynuk, 91, choir director at Ukrainian
parishes in Pennsylvania, including Ss Cyril and
Methodius Church Choir of Olyphant, Pa., and Blessed
Andrew Sheptytsky Deanery Choir, Oberlin, Ohio –
Oberlin, December 22, 2000.

• Stephan Chemych, 72, civil servant and administra-
tor, founder and president of the Ukrainian Studies Fund
at Harvard University – New York, February 8. 

• Bishop Ivan Prasko, 86, former leader of the
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Australia – Melbourne,
January 28. 

• Jaroslav Pryshlak, 86, engineer and community
activist, head of the Buffalo branch of the Plast
Ukrainian Scouting Organization, dedicated educator of
the youngest Plast members, or “novatstvo” – Buffalo,

We mourn their passing:
our community’s losses

N.Y., March 24.
• Hryhory Lohvyn, Ph.D., 90, leading historian of

Ukrainian art and architecture – Kyiv, March 7.
• Serge Kisluk, 78, veteran of the Ukrainian

Insurgent Army (UPA), who died amidst deportation
proceedings by the Canadian government; accused of
war crimes and collaborating with the Nazis, Mr. Kisluk
composed a final statement maintaining his innocence –
St. Catharines, Ontario, May 21.

• Walter Sochan, 77, journalist and community
leader, longtime supreme secretary of the Ukrainian
National Association and honorary member of the UNA
General Assembly – Newark, N.J., May 23.

• Msgr. Joseph John Fedorek, 75, pastor, St. Vladimir
Ukrainian Catholic Church and dean of New Jersey’s
Ukrainian Catholic parishes – Elizabeth, N.J., May 26.

• Dr. John O. Flis, 78, lawyer and former three-term
president of the Ukrainian National Association and
first president of the Ukrainian American Coordinating
Council – Newport, Vt., June 8.

• Ludmyla Wolansky, 79, journalist and longtime edi-
tor at the Ukrainian-language daily Svoboda –
Kerhonkson, N.Y., June 22.

• Anatol Kurdydyk, 95, journalist and publicist, long-
time editor of the Ukrainian Canadian weekly Novyi
Shliakh – Winnipeg, June 25.

• Iwanna Rozankowsky, 87, lawyer and research
librarian at the New York Public Library, longtime pres-
ident and honorary president of the Ukrainian National
Women’s League of America – New York, June 18.

• Jaroslaw Struminsky, 82, general practitioner of
family medicine and clinical professor of medicine at
the Brown University Medical School – Providence,
R.I., July 26.

• Stephen Kuropas, 100, community leader and vice-
president and supreme auditor of the Ukrainian National
Association (UNA), first president of UNA Seniors, edi-
tor of Samostiyna Ukrayina and contributing columnist
to Svoboda daily – Dekalb, Ill., August 11.

• Wladyslaw Klech (Klechnowski), 79, scenic artist
with the Metropolitan Opera of New York and set
designer with Volodymyr Blavatsky’s Ukrainian Actors’
Ensemble – New Rochelle, N.Y., July 22. 

• Volodymyr Luchkan, 93, longtime Plast activist in
Ukraine and the United States – Hartford, Conn.,
August 24.

• John Skala, 31, of Clifton, N.J., Port Authority
police officer and part-time paramedic, perished in the
collapse of the Twin Towers – New York, September 11.

• Oleh Wengerczuk, 56, of Centerpoint, N.Y., trans-
portation designer for Washington Group International,
which had an office on the 91st floor of 2 World Trade
Center – New York, September 11.

• Mykhailo Woskobiynyk, 83, historian and president
of the Ukrainian Revolutionary Democratic Party, head
of the Ukrainian National Council – Coral Springs, Fla.,
September 15.

• Tatiana Antonovych, 86, physician, faculty member
of the George Washington University School of
Medicine and Health Sciences and of Georgetown
University, and staff member of the U.S. Armed Forces
Institute of Pathology; founder, with her husband,

Iwanna Rozankowsky



Omelan, of the Tatiana and Omelan Antonovych Prize –
Washington, September 23; buried at Lychakiv
Cemetery in Lviv.

• Teodosiy Samotulka, 86, psychiatrist and longtime
Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization educator –
Princeton, N.J., October 31. 

• Andriy-Zhdan Novakivsky, 54, architect and art his-
torian, former director of the National Museum in Lviv,
grandson of renowned Ukrainian painter Oleksa
Novakivsky – Lviv, October 25. 

• Hryhorii Chukhrai, 80, Ukrainian Soviet-era film-
maker best known for his unorthodox treatment of
wartime themes; whose film “Ballad of a Soldier”
(1959) launched his career – Moscow, October 28.

• Peter Jacyk, 80, businessman and philanthropist,
patron of numerous scholarly projects and institutions
of higher learning associated with Ukrainian studies –
Mississauga, Ontario, November 1.

• Gregory Hulka, 44, consul general of the consular
section at the U.S. Embassy in Kyiv, killed in a fatal
automobile accident in Ukraine, along with his 10-year-
old daughter, Abigail, and their relative Yurii Kotyk, a
Ukrainian national – on the road between Uman,
Cherkasy Oblast, and Nemyriv, Vinnytsia Oblast,
Ukraine, November 9.

• George S.N. Luckyj, 82, pioneering and leading
scholar in post-war Ukrainian and Slavic studies in the
West, translator and editor, professor and chair of the
department of Slavic languages and literatures at the
University of Toronto – Toronto, November 22.

• The Rev. Vital Wasyl Pidskalny, OSBM, 80, former
provincial superior of the Basilian Fathers in Canada and
the United Kingdom, and former vice-general at the
order’s headquarters in Rome – Saskatoon, December 10.
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Where did the year go? Seems we just put out
our year in review issue for 2000 and here it
is a year later...

With all the 10th anniversaries related to Ukraine
being marked this year, it should come as no surprise
to readers that 2001 also marked a decade since the
establishment of our Kyiv Press Bureau. Our 10th was
one of the first to be marked.

The milestone was noted in a “Turning the pages
back. ...” item in January which noted that 10 years
earlier, on January 13, 1991, Associate Editor Marta
Kolomayets had arrived in Kyiv (still spelled Kiev at
that time) to serve as its first correspondent in the
Ukrainian capital and to set up the Kyiv Press Bureau
– the first full-time Western news bureau in Ukraine.
She arrived in Kyiv on a multiple entry/exit visa
obtained with the assistance of the Information
Department at the Ukrainian SSR Ministry of Foreign
Affairs. Her arrival was the culmination of a resolution
passed at the 1990 Convention of the Ukrainian
National Association that urged the Supreme
Executive Committee to look into opening a news
bureau in Kyiv and/or Lviv. 

Then in October 1990, a UNA delegation (com-
posed of Supreme President Ulana Diachuk, Supreme
Secretary Walter Sochan, and Supreme Advisors
Eugene Iwanciw and Roma Hadzewycz) attending the
second congress of Rukh met with officials of the
Foreign Affairs Ministry of Ukraine. The delegation
presented a letter from The Weekly Editor-in-Chief
Hadzewycz concerning the opening of the press
bureau and accreditation of its correspondent. After
months of dealing with red tape, it happened: our Kyiv
Press Bureau became a reality.

Other Weekly editorial staff members who later
served at the Kyiv Press Bureau were: Chrystyna
Lapychak, Khristina Lew and Roman Woronowycz
(our current bureau chief).

Speaking of staff, there were a number of changes
on our editorial and production staffs during 2001. 

Deanna Yurchuk, 22, who majored in journalism
and English at Rutgers University in New Brunswick,
N.J., graduating with a B.A. in May, worked on The
Weekly staff part-time since late November of last
year through August of this year. Ms. Yurchuk would
have made a wonderful addition to our team, but her
heart was elsewhere – in the field of experiential edu-
cation, to be exact. Since September she has been
employed as an experiential education teacher at
Friends Seminary, a private high school in New York
City. She teaches rock climbing, kayaking, moun-
taineering and backpacking. However, she continues to
free-lance for The Weekly – something we’re very
pleased about.

In April, our six-month search for an editorial
staffer to replace Irene Jarosewich, who had taken over
the helm of Svoboda back in November 2000, finally
bore fruit. Andrew J. Nynka, 24, of Hoboken, N.J.,
came aboard on the Tuesday after Easter, April 17, and
earned his first byline in the April 22 issue. Mr. Nynka
holds a B.A. in political science and economics from
Muhlenberg College, with additional studies in pho-
tography. He has since proven himself to be a capable
member of the staff, as readers have no doubt seen
from the stories he has covered. Needless to say, we’re
thrilled he has joined us at The Weekly.

During the summer we had some additional help
from two student interns (who filled in for each other)
in the persons of Peter Steciuk, a returnee, who has
claimed the title of supreme executive summer assis-
tant, and Andrew Olesnycky, a newcomer, who thus
became co-adjutor to the supreme executive summer
assistant. We were extremely pleased with their work
and said we’d love to have them come back – which
we did, for the week before Christmas as both came
home for the holidays. Our own “Klychko brothers,”
as we call them, helped tremendously with writing for
this year in review issue, as well as other editorial
tasks that freed up the regular staffers to spend more
time on this issue. Mr. Steciuk, 20, of Convent Station,
N.J., is a junior majoring in government at Cambridge
Community College, popularly known as Harvard
University, while Mr. Olesnycky, 19, of Maplewood,
N.J., is a sophomore majoring in journalism/science
writing at Lehigh University.

In August we hired a new production staffer,

Meanwhile at The Weekly:
ch-ch-ch-changes

Markian Rybak, 25 of New York. Mr. Rybak, our lay-
out artist and computer systems troubleshooter , is cur-
rently completing his bachelor’s degree at Rutgers
University, where he studied graphic design and histo-
ry. He also does consulting and freelance work in web
design. He began working at The Weekly on August
13, while his predecessor in that position, Serge
Polischuk, was still on staff.

At the end of that month we bid a fond farewell to
Mr. Polishchuk, who had been with us for nine years.
“Sid,” as he is known, had joined The Weekly staff as
a paste-up person in late 1992. With The Weekly’s
transition to computerized production in early 1993,
Mr. Polishchuk, who studied computer science,
assumed the duties of layout artist and computer trou-
bleshooter. Mr. Polishchuk designed The Ukrainian
Weekly’s new flag (a paper’s distinctive nameplate),
which was unveiled for the paper’s 60th anniversary in
1993. Beginning in 1997 he set up the paper’s archives
on the Internet, thus initiating the website that was
officially unveiled as The Ukrainian Weekly Archive
in April 1998. Mr. Polishchuk continues to serve as
The Weekly’s webmaster and works with the newspa-
per’s staff on special projects, including books.

The rest of our crew, Ms. Hadzewycz (who has been
with The Weekly full-time since 1977), Mr.
Woronowycz (1992-) and Ika Koznarska Casanova
(1980-1981, 1990-) of the editorial staff, and Awilda
Rolon (1980-) of our production staff, just carried on,
as usual, through thick and thin. For Mr. Woronowycz
in particular it was a year to remember, what with the
papal visit to Kyiv and Lviv, and the 10th anniversary
of Ukraine’s independence. 

To be sure, our very small staff could not do what it
does without the support of correspondents, colum-
nists and other contributors.

Our regular correspondents include Yaro Bihun in
Washington and Oksana Zakydalsky in Toronto. We
also count on the Ukrainian National Information
Service for reports from the U.S. capital.

Our correspondents in Kyiv during the report period
were: Maryna Makhnonos, Yarema Bachynsky, Yana
Sedova, Ms. Kolomayets (a former staffer), Stefko
Bandera, Iryna Lawrin and Liuda Liulko.

Our regular columnists are: Dr. Myron B. Kuropas
(“Faces and Places”),  Andrew Fedynsky
(“Perspectives”), Helen Smindak (“Dateline New
York”), Orysia Paszczak Tracz (“The Things We Do”),
Dr. Ingert Kuzych (“Focus on Philately”) and Ihor
Stelmach (“Ukrainian Pro Hockey Update”). We
gained a new columnist in Adrian Bryttan (“Viewing
the Arts”), and most recently added a new feature,
“Sci-Tech Briefing,” an occasional column prepared
by members of the Ukrainian Engineers’ Society of
America. Roman Sawycky occasionally contributes
his “Sounds and Views” columns.

The editor of our “UKELODEON” section inaugu-
rated in February 1999 is Lydia Smyk, who works
with the editor-in-chief in preparing materials for
these special pages geared toward children and
teenagers.

We have a number of occasional contributors in
North America and beyond, and countless other con-
tributors and community activists who submit articles,
photos and other information that enriches the pages of
The Weekly. We thank them all for their cooperation.

A huge thank-you is hereby extended to all those
who made donations to The Ukrainian Weekly Press
Fund – a total of $22,457.48 in 2001.

We would be remiss if we did not acknowledge the
invaluable work and exemplary cooperation of our
administration, headed by Walter Honcharyk; as well
as our advertising manager, Maria Oscislawski; our
subscriptions/circulation manager, Mary Pendzola; and
Roman Pawlyshyn, administrative clerk. Sincere
thanks to them all.

In February, at the time that the UNA marks the
anniversary of its founding, as has become customary
we added the full  texts of all  53 issues of The
Ukrainian Weekly published during the year 2000 –
that’s 1,771 stories in all (not counting items in
Newsbriefs) to our official website,  located at
www.ukrweekly.com. Maintained by the newspaper’s
editorial and production staffs the site is continuously
updated and expanded. With the addition of these arti-
cles from the year 2000, the website now has 11,115
full-text articles. 

Year-in-review sections of The Weekly from the
years 1976-2000 (and the “Decade in Review” pub-
lished at the end of 1979), along with issues reporting
on the Chornobyl nuclear disaster, Ukraine’s declara-

Peter Jacyk

George S. N. Luckyj
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2001: THE YEAR IN REVIEW
We had a short breather in the fall before it was

time to get to work on this mega-issue. Well, you can
see the results, so you can imagine how much work
was involved. We couldn’t even begin to calculate the
number of man/woman-hours....

* * * 
If special issues and supplements were not enough,

in the spring we also published the second volume of
“The Ukrainian Weekly 2000,” which features the
most significant stories published in The Weekly from
the 1970s through the 1990s. It was equal in size (288
pages) to the first volume, which covered the years
1933-1969.

Volume II contains articles about the introduction of
the Canadian policy of multiculturalism; the arrests of
human and national rights activists Vyacheslav
Chornovil, Ivan Svitlychny and Ivan Dzyuba; the
release of Valentyn Moroz; and the hostage ordeal of
Michael Metrinko in Iran. There are stories about
protest actions at the Olympics in the 1980s and about
independent Ukraine’s debut at the Olympic Games in
the 1990s. The disparate cases of John Demjanjuk,
Walter Polovchak and Myroslav Medvid all figure on
the pages of this volume, as do events commemorating
the 50th anniversary of the Great Famine of 1932-
1933 and the Millennium of Christianity in Rus’-
Ukraine. Not forgotten are such significant develop-
ments as the founding of the Rukh movement in
Ukraine and President George Bush’s 1991 visit to
Ukraine, which was followed in short order by
Ukraine’s independence and the overwhelming affir-
mation of that independence by a nationwide referen-
dum. The volume also explains the reason for the
changing spelling of Kiev-Kyyiv-Kyiv, and the disap-
pearance of the “the” before “Ukraine.” Quite appro-
priately, the last entry for the 20th century is an article
called “Millennium reflections,” written by columnist
Andrew Fedynsky.

We published this two-volume “The Ukrainian
Weekly 2000” to mark the end of one millennium and
the beginning of a new one, to show our readers where
our community and our nation have been, how their
fates have been altered by events of worldwide signifi-
cance, and how our newspaper and, by extension, the
Ukrainian American and Ukrainian Canadian commu-
nities have reacted. We undertook the project also to
raise funds for The Ukrainian Weekly, and we are
pleased that our efforts were highly successful. As of
the end of the year, Volume II had brought in more
than $24,118 from sales and another $16,127 in dona-
tions to the press fund – a sum of over $40,245. (In
addition, funds for Volume I continued to trickle in
during 2001, as we received $1,207 from sales and
$705 in donations.)

It is our sincere hope that, in some small way, the
publication of both volumes of “The Ukrainian Weekly
2000” serves as both a tribute and a thank-you to all
our devoted editors and contributors, each of whom
enriched our paper and whose team effort made the
paper what it is today. In addition, we see “The
Ukrainian Weekly 2000” as a tangible thank-you to all
who supported our work during the 20th century. 

We are now working on a third book – one that
promises to be equally interesting to our readers – but
more on that in the new year.

* * * 
In closing, Dear Readers, we wish all of you good

fortune, good health and the fulfillment of your
dreams in 2002 and beyond. 

tion of sovereignty, its proclamation of independence
and the national referendum on independence also are
found on the archive site. Also online are Weekly
issues published in 1983 on the occasion of the 50th
anniversary of the Great Famine-Genocide of 1932-
1933 in Ukraine.

The archive also contains excerpts of top stories
published each week in the current year, and full texts
of all issues published in 1996-2000. The site contains
an index for the years 1933-1945, 1977, 1979-2000,
and that index is always being expanded to encompass
more and more years. The goal is to eventually include
every issue of The Weekly published during its 68-
year history.

The site is completely searchable and all its articles
are indexed by major search engines (Google, Excite,
Yahoo and others). The Ukrainian Weekly provides
this website of archival materials as a community serv-
ice. 

As of the end of 2001, “The Ukrainian Weekly
Archive” (the official name of the site) registered a
milestone in hits: 145,740 hits.

Since we’re on the subject of milestones and statis-
tics, now’s a good time to mention that during 2001
we published 1,392 pages of our newspaper. In com-
parison, in 2000 we published 1,364, while in 1999 we
printed 1,148.

For the record, we used the word “Ukraine” 8,873
times, “Ukraine’s” 2,069 times, “Ukrainians,” 1,085
times and “Ukrainian” 12,028 times. (In comparison,
during Y2K we counted “Ukraine” 6,834 times,
“Ukrainians” 927 times and “Ukrainian” 7,490 times.)

And, just in case you wondered, we printed a total
of 1,316,473 words in 2001.

* * * 
In October The Ukrainian Weekly celebrated its

68th anniversary. Well, OK, we didn’t really celebrate,
but we did note the jubilee in our paper in an editorial
in which we thanked our readers for their support,
which makes continuation of our mission of providing
the Ukrainian perspective on the news, as well as our
service to the community possible. What made this
anniversary more special, however, was a letter from
Rep. Bob Schaffer, a co-chair of the Congressional
Ukrainian Caucus, who wrote: 

“Congratulations on 68 years of first-rate journalism
and service to the Ukrainian community. October 6 is
a landmark anniversary and perhaps the clearest con-
firmation of your professionalism and devotion to
excellence. ...

“As an American of Ukrainian descent, I know I
speak for many in conveying my deepest appreciation
for your success in enhancing the knowledge of our
Ukrainian cultural heritage. I am most proud of the
leadership provided by The Ukrainian Weekly, its
publishers, contributors and, most of all, its dedicated
staff. Many of us in the U.S. Congress rely on your
timely reporting and thoughtful opinions as we con-
sider important domestic and foreign policy deci-
sions.”

In January of the year, we received another notable
piece of fan mail, which helped us start out 2001 on a
pleasant note. Melanne Verveer, assistant to the presi-
dent and chief of staff to the first lady during the
Clinton administration, wrote: 

“As the Clinton Administration comes to a close, I
want to extend my appreciation to you and your col-
leagues. As the highest-ranking Ukrainian American in
the Administration I have valued your publication.

“The Weekly has provided competent and inform-
ative coverage of events in Ukraine, particularly
with respect to developments in government, the
economy and civic life. I hope you will continue to
have the support you need to provide this important
service.”

A month later, similar confirmation of our paper’s
value and its reach came from Kyiv. The chief of our
Kyiv Press Bureau, Roman Woronowycz, met with
members of the U.S. Congress who were part of a del-
egation visiting the Ukrainian capital to set up a leg-
islative exchange program. Mr. Woronowycz related
that Reps. Mary Kaptur and Dennis Kucinich “covered
our paper with accolades”; he wrote in an e-mail mes-
sage that “Rep. Kucinich said he could not properly
prepare for his trips to Ukraine without our paper,
while Rep. Kaptur said it is an invaluable source of
information and that she had been reading it regularly
for years.”

All of the above, of course, strengthened our resolve
to continue providing free Weekly subscriptions to all

members of the U.S. Congress. Obviously, the paper is
read, and used, and appreciated. The cost of the free
subscriptions takes a serious chunk of change – almost
$30,000. Nonetheless, our staff feels very strongly that
these copies should continue to reach our senators and
representatives since The Weekly is the only newspa-
per that provides such information consistently, coher-
ently and accurately. 

The Weekly’s editor-in-chief had written in
November to the Ukrainian American community’s
strongest financial institutions, its credit unions, as
well as leading Ukrainian community institutions and
organizations to solicit donations for the “Copies for
Congress” project, which provides free subscriptions
for members of Congress. Thus far, three credit unions
and two individuals have responded to our appeal;
they are (in order of receipt of donations): the
Cleveland Selfreliance Federal Credit Union, $1,000;
SUMA (Yonkers) Federal Credit Union, $500; and
Self Reliance (New York) Federal Credit Union
$3,000. Many thanks for this acknowledgement of the
importance of our work in telling “the Ukrainian
story.”

* * * 
• In April the price for an annual subscription to The

Ukrainian Weekly went up by $5, bringing the price to
$45 for members of the Ukrainian National
Association and $55 for non-members. The price
increase was due to higher postage and newsprint
costs.

During 2001 there were several new developments
at The Weekly. In the fall our administrator, Mr.
Honcharyk, succeeded in establishing our capability to
accept credit cards in payment for subscriptions. This
will go a long way toward helping us attract, and keep,
readers who will find it much easier to subscribe or
renew their subscriptions. We informed our sub-
scribers about this new way of paying for their sub-
scription by inserting a card into renewal notices.
“Good News!” it said. “We now accept credit cards.”
One reader wrote back: “Bad news. I have no credit
cards.” (He did renew, however, so that was good
news for us.)

• In November we announced a $5 off Christmas
special for gift subscriptions. (The offer is good
through January 14.)

* * * 
There were also several firsts during 2001.
• We ran our first section on Ukrainian debutante

balls in April – a little later than we would have
liked... but at least it came together and the response
was excellent. Most organizers of the debutante balls
we contacted made it on time for the special section;
the California Association to Aid Ukraine, the
Ukrainian American Youth Association, Chervona
Kalyna and the Newark Branch of the Plast Ukrainian
Scouting Organization submitted brief stories and pho-
tos of the debutantes and their escorts. Needless, to
say, some were late. We hope for an even better sec-
tion in 2002.

• Another first: our November 11 issue carried par-
allel reviews targeted at two segments of our reader-
ship. The subject: the popular new Kozak computer
game called “Cossacks – European Wars.” The read-
ers: our regular adult readership, which got an adult
perspective on this real-time strategy game; and our
young readers of our “UKELODEON” section, who
got a review written by one of their peers.

* * * 
During 2001 The Weekly covered an extraordinary

number of extraordinary events. The 10th anniversary
of Ukraine’s independence was the subject of three
special issues that covered every facet of this landmark
event and all the celebrations associated with it,
including the Third World Forum of Ukrainians held in
Kyiv. The historic and unprecedented visit to Ukraine
by Pope John Paul II was covered extensively in two
special issues, plus news stories and commentaries in
several other issues prior to and after the event.
Another special issue was devoted to the 15th anniver-
sary of the Chornobyl disaster.

Oh yes, and there was also the special supplement
called “A Ukrainian Summer” – our fifth annual pro-
duction of this popular feature. (We wondered how
many readers caught the inside joke about frogs in the
intro to that section... let’s just say it has something to
do with a nickname that our new editorial staffer has
had since childhood.)

Credits
The materials in this year-in-review section were

prepared by Roma Hadzewycz, Ika Koznarska
Casanova and Andrew Nynka in Parsippany, Roman
Woronowycz in Kyiv, Yaro Bihun in Washington,
Chris Guly in Ottawa, and Peter Steciuk and
Andrew Olesnycky, college students home on winter
break, who came to assist us here at the home office.
Special thanks also to our production team: Markian
Rybak and Awilda Rolon; as well as former produc-
tion staffer Serge Polischuk, our webmaster and spe-
cial projects person, who joined us at our editorial
offices as we outputted this special project – this
monster issue of 56 pages – which matches the
record set in 1999.


