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2011: THE YEAR IN REVIEW

Yulia Tymoshenko was probably in the headlines more 
than anyone in Ukraine during 2011. Her prosecution was 
seen by Western observers as serious evidence that criminal 
cases in Ukraine under the Yanukovych regime – both of 
high-profile defendants, as well as rights activists, journalists 
and political opponents – are politically motivated. And, it 
was one of the most salient examples of how Ukraine’s new 
leaders had backtracked on democracy and rule of law.

Our first story of the year from Ukraine, published on 
January 2, reported that the administration of President 
Viktor Yanukovych was targeting former Internal Affairs 
Minister Yurii Lutsenko (who had been arrested on 
December 26, 2010, and charged the next day with ground-
lessly extending the term of tracking a suspect in the Viktor 
Yushchenko poisoning case – a procedural violation he alleg-
edly committed as Ukraine’s top police official) and other 
allies of former Prime Minister Tymoshenko as part of a 
wide-ranging campaign against the opposition. 

Ms. Tymoshenko herself was charged with abuse of office 
during her term as prime minister in 2007-2010. Western 
leaders saw the case as politically motivated, and European 
Union Enlargement Commissioner Stefan Fule warned 
President Yanukoyvch during their January 11 meeting in 
Kyiv of “the need to ensure that criminal law is not used for 
political ends and that the principles of a fair, impartial and 
independent process are fully respected.” Developments dur-
ing the year only exacerbated Western concerns.

On January 27, state prosecutors filed more criminal 
charges against Ms. Tymoshenko, this time for allegedly using 
state funds to buy 1,000 vehicles for hospitals on behalf of 
her 2010 presidential campaign. These newest criminal 
charges of abuse of authority involved 1,000 Opel Combo 
minivans that the Tymoshenko government bought from an 
Austrian firm in December 2009 as part of a government pro-
gram to improve medical care in Ukraine’s villages and rural 
areas. Ms. Tymoshenko denied any criminal violations, and 
European leaders once again expressed “serious questions” 
about the charges.

In early February, the Procurator General’s Office imposed 
a travel ban on Ms. Tymoshenko, who was invited to Brussels 
for meetings with European Union leaders. She was ultimate-
ly allowed to travel to Brussels in March.

On May 24, Ms. Tymoshenko was arrested for seven hours 
by law enforcement authorities, who were ready to incarcer-
ate her pending her criminal trial. The arrest came after she 
failed to respond to two summonses to appear for question-
ing and a Kyiv district court ruled that she could be arrested. 
The opposition leader was released after she agreed to coop-
erate with investigators.

The Tymoshenko trial started on June 29 at Kyiv’s 
Pechersky District Court. The opposition leader refused to 
stand as Judge Rodion Kireyev entered the chamber and she 
called him a puppet. “This is not a court but a department in 
the Presidential Administration, and you are carrying out a 
political order,” Ms. Tymoshenko stated. Outside the court-
house, protesters carried banners and erected tents; they 
called the case an example of political repression by the 
Yanukovych regime. Both the United States and the European 
Union issued statements condemning the trial as politically 
motivated, and the EU’s ambassador to Ukraine, Jose Manuel 
Pinto Teixeira, who was present at the crowded and stiflingly 

hot pre-trial hearing on June 24, said “the conditions of this 
trial are inhumane.”

In succeeding days, the atmosphere at the trial turned into 
a circus, as Ms. Tymoshenko repeatedly refused to stand and 
the presiding judge ordered her supporters to be removed 
from the courtroom for disturbing order. Defense lawyers 
unsuccessfully argued that the case should be thrown out for 
insufficient legal grounds and that the 31-year-old judge 
hearing the case be removed for lack of experience. They 
asked for additional time to review case materials and noted 
that they had not received all materials as required by law.

More alarming was the fact that President Yanukovych 
had repeatedly used language suggesting that Ms. 
Tymoshenko had already been found guilty. “I hope Yulia 
Tymoshenko will prove her innocence,” the president said on 
more than one occasion, including during an official visit to 
Slovakia on June 17, apparently forgetting that the burden of 
proof is on the plaintiff. “The presumption of guilt has cur-
rently become the main principle in the judicial system in 
Ukraine,” commented Arseniy Yatsenyuk, an opposition poli-
tician who is a rival of Ms. Tymoshenko.

On August 5, Ms. Tymoshenko was arrested and ordered 
to be held in Kyiv’s main pre-trial detention center for con-
tempt of court. Her trial resumed on August 8 as crowds 
gathered along Kyiv’s main boulevard, and members of the 
Yulia Tymoshenko Bloc maintained a round-the-clock vigil to 
prevent police from removing protesters who were now 
camping out along the Khreschatyk.

Once again, European and U.S. leaders expressed concern, 
but to no avail. “Her arrest raises questions about the applica-
tion of the rule of law in Ukraine and continues to contribute to 
the appearance of politically motivated prosecutions by the gov-
ernment,” said a statement from the U.S. Department of State.

On August 17, former President Yushchenko testified at the 
trial against his former prime minister. His appearance outside 
the court was greeted with cries of “Shame!” In court, Mr. 
Yushchenko said the terms of the 2009 deal had looked bad, but 
that he did not have the authority to prevent Ms. Tymoshenko 
from signing it. He said Russia had initially offered a more rea-
sonable price, but Ms. Tymoshenko turned the offer down and 
was later forced to accept a much higher price.

On September 6, the opening day of the ninth session of 
the sixth convocation of the Verkhovna Rada, national depu-
ties from the opposition forces staged a highly visible protest. 
Members of the Yulia Tymoshenko Bloc-Batkivschyna faction 
carried in a huge banner bearing the likeness of their leader; 
the message on the banner said “No to political repressions” 
and “Freedom for Ukraine.” The national deputies were 
dressed in black T-shirts with the slogan “Batkivschyna above 
all else” (Batkivschyna means homeland). Another group of 
opposition deputies carried in a banner with a photo of for-
mer Internal Affairs Minister Lutsenko and the words 
“Freedom for Lutsenko.” Afterwards, members of the 
Tymoshenko Bloc-Batkivschyna and Our Ukraine-People’s 
Self-Defense walked out of the session hall in protest.

Finally, after numerous delays, the Tymoshenko trial 
entered its final stage in late September. Final arguments 
wrapped up on September 29, coinciding with the EU’s 
Eastern Partnership Summit in Warsaw on September 29-30. 
Hopes that Ms. Tymoshenko would be released from prison 
amid private and public pressure from top U.S. and EU offi-
cials were dashed on September 27 when Judge Kireyev 
would not consider a defense motion to have members of 
Parliament from her eponymous party stand bail for her. 
That day, he also rejected a motion to return the case back to 

pre-trial investigation in order to include previously omitted 
evidence.

Standing up for the first time at the trial, Ms. Tymoshenko 
took more than four hours to give an emotional final argu-
ment; she said she wasn’t standing up for the judge but for 
“society.” She denied all the charges against her and called 
them absurd, “Everything said by my defense lawyers, every-
thing that I will say, isn’t for the judge, it’s for society, for the 
global society. Once the verdict will be delivered we will get 
full rehabilitation,” she said. She added that she would make 
the same decisions again as she did in the 2009 gas crisis: “At 
that time I acted lawfully, logically and effectively, with the 
state’s interests in mind… If those circumstances were to 
repeat themselves, then I would… act the same way again.” 
Holding back tears, she accused President Yanukovych of 
orchestrating her “lynching” in order to remove a political 
opponent. She stated that, if found guilty, she would not ask 
for clemency. 

On October 11 she was sentenced to seven years in prison 
for abuse of office in the signing of a gas deal with Russia. The 
sentence is to be followed by three years of prohibition against 
holding public office. “You know very well that the sentence is 
not being pronounced by Judge Kireyev but by President 
Viktor Yanukovych,” she told journalists before the reading of 
the judgment. “Whatever the sentence pronounced, my strug-
gle will continue. This sentence, written by Yanukovych, will 
not change anything in my life or in my struggle.”

On November 15, the Verkhovna Rada voted against a pro-
posal to downgrade the abuse of power offense in the coun-
try’s Criminal Code under which Ms. Tymoshenko was jailed. 
Decriminalization of the offense could have led to her early 
release. Four days earlier, Ukraine’s tax authorities said that 
Ms. Tymoshenko had been charged also with tax evasion, 
theft and concealing foreign currency revenues. 

Her lawyer Serhiy Vlasenko said she was likely to remain 
imprisoned for many months, as President Yanukovych is 
intent on keeping her in jail to keep her from running in 
Ukraine’s elections. He predicted that the appeals court that 
was to hear her case in December would uphold the verdict, 
adding that the appeals process usually takes up to two 
months. He also noted that the European Court for Human 
Rights in Strasbourg, France, which Ms. Tymoshenko hopes 
will overturn her verdict, can take 10 months or longer to 
make a ruling.

There were reports in November and December that the 
imprisoned Ms. Tymoshenko was suffering from a variety of 
ailments, that she was being denied proper medical care and 
was not allowed to seek medical treatment outside of the 
prison. Nina Karpachova, the Parliament’s human rights 
ombudsman, and Lithuanian President Dalia Grybauskaite 
were among those who expressed concern about the mal-
treatment of Ms. Tymoshenko. President Grybauskaite also 
delivered a strongly worded message from the European 
Union: “Europe was shocked by the decision taken by the 
court regarding the opposition leader. In Europe, the opinion 
prevails that Ms. Tymoshenko and her colleagues are the vic-
tims of a process of political neutralization.”

On December 6, national deputies from the Tymoshenko 
Bloc-Batkivschyna faction blocked the Verkhovna Rada pre-
sidium to protest the continued imprisonment of Ms. 
Tymoshenko. They unfurled a large banner that read 
“Yanukovych, do not kill Yulia” and demanded that the Rada 
act to decriminalize the statutes under which she was sen-
tenced. On December 7 it was reported that 10 more cases 
were opened against Ms. Tymoshenko.

Ukraine backtracks
on democracy

Yurii Lutsenko, former internal affairs minister of 
Ukraine, in an April 21 photo taken in the Kyiv appel-
late court, which ruled that day to keep him behind 
bars. Mr. Lutsenko declared a hunger strike the next 

day to protest his imprisonment.

UNIAN/Aleksandr Kosarev

National deputies representing opposition forces in the Verkhovna Rada on September 6 unfurled a banner bear-
ing the likeness of Yulia Tymoshenko and reading: “No to political repressions” and “Freedom for Ukraine.”

UNIAN/Aleksandr Prokopenko
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On December 8, Kyiv’s Shevchenkivsky District Court – 
which launched a new probe on charges of embezzlement 
which allegedly occurred while she was president and de 
facto owner of United Energy Systems of Ukraine during the 
1990s – ordered the indefinite arrest of Ms. Tymoshenko, 
dashing what little hope remained of her being set free while 
her appeal was pending. 

Then, on December 23, an appeals court upheld the guilty 
verdict and sentence imposed on Ms. Tymoshenko. The move 
came a day after the Verkhovna Rada once again refused to 
act on decriminalizing the provisions of the Criminal Code 
under which Ms. Tymoshenko was convicted. Only 156 
national deputies voted for placing the issue on the agenda.

Meanwhile, Mr. Lutsenko, who served as internal affairs 
minister in Ms. Tymoshenko’s Cabinet, finally went on trial 
for abuse of office on May 23 – five months after he was 
arrested. He denied any wrongdoing and stated that the case 
is politically motivated. “My arrest is part of the campaign to 
intimidate the opposition,” he told Glavred magazine. “This 
campaign serves two purposes: first, to demonstrate that 
cooperation with [former Prime] Minister Yulia Tymoshenko 
virtually equals arrest and, therefore, they want to ‘scorch the 
earth’ around the main opponents of the regime; second, to 
intimidate society and establish a climate of fear.”

In court on May 23 he announced an end to his month-
long hunger strike, noting that he was stopping his hunger 
strike in protest against his arrest because he needed to 
maintain his health in the current situation. 

It had been reported that Mr. Lutsenko was seriously ill as a 
result of the hunger strike that he began on April 22; he report-
edly was suffering from an inflamed esophagus, intestinal ulcers 
and deteriorating blood vessels in his brain, and had lost 44 
pounds. Pleas for him to end his hunger strike came from 
Cardinal Lubomyr Husar of the Ukrainian Catholic Church, 
Patriarch Filaret of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church – Kyiv 
Patriarchate and Soviet-era political prisoner Levko Lukianenko, 
as well as a number of other political and cultural activists.

Also in May, the opposition factions Our Ukraine-People’s 
Self-Defense and the Tymoshenko Bloc-Batkivschyna walked 
out of the Verkhovna Rada to protest the prosecution of Mr. 
Lutsenko, and more than 100 national deputies signed an 
appeal asking that Mr. Lutsenko be released on bail.

The European Parliament on June 9 passed a resolution 
expressing its concert “about the increase in selective prose-
cution of figures from the political opposition in Ukraine, as 
well as the disproportionality of measures applied, particu-
larly in the cases of Ms. Tymoshenko and Mr. Lutsenko…” One 
of Mr. Lutsenko’s lawyers, Valentina Telichenko, filed a case 
with the European Court of Human Rights in Strasbourg, 
France, arguing that he was illegally detained and that crimi-
nal procedures were violated in his case.

Then, on July 28, a formal indictment of Mr. Lutsenko was 
read before a panel of three judges hearing the case in Kyiv’s 
Pechersky District Court. 

  At year’s end, supporters of the imprisoned Mr. Lutsenko 
on December 14 unfurled a large banner from the bridge in 
Kyiv’s city center that bore a picture of the former internal 
affairs minister and the words “Fight and you shall win” 
(quoting the famous words of Taras Shevchenko). The action 
was conducted on the day of Mr. Lutsenko’s 47th birthday 
and almost a year after he was first arrested. 

Caught between East and West

Foreign Affairs Minister Kostyantyn Gryshchenko, speak-
ing in Kyiv on March 18, offered a one-year review of 

Ukraine’s foreign policy under President Yanukovych, claim-
ing all was good in the land as Ukraine was moving toward 
becoming a European state. But observers said nothing could 
be further from the truth.

Mr. Gryshchenko declared European integration to be 
Ukraine’s top foreign policy goal, yet he didn’t mention that 
the Yanukovych administration was considering the Moscow-
directed Customs Union that would derail such efforts. “We 
are interested in finding the most acceptable formula for all 
sides in our cooperation with the Customs Union which 
won’t restrict our possibilities in achieving mutually pleasant 
agreements with the EU, including a deeper, all-encompass-
ing free trade zone,” Mr. Gryshchenko said in answer to a 
question posed after his address. 

He also stated that Ukraine had not disappeared from the 
“American foreign policy radar,” when that’s precisely what 
most experts said had happened within the last year. Mr. 
Yanukovych all but ensured that Ukraine would disappear 
from the U.S. foreign policy radar when he shut the door to 
entry into a Membership Action Plan for the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization (NATO) immediately after his election as 
president. 

Russian Prime Minister Vladimir Putin visited the 
Ukrainian capital on April 12 to convince the pro-Russian gov-
ernment led by President Yanukovych to enter into a Moscow-
led Customs Union in exchange for up to a $9 billion annual 
discount on natural gas. The Russian leader’s overture marked 
the biggest geopolitical test for the Yanukovych administra-
tion, as Ukraine’s future – as either a European nation-state or 
a Russian colony – was hanging in the balance.

The Russian proposal arrived just as the Ukrainian gov-
ernment was expected to finish a critical Free Trade 
Agreement with the European Union. “There will be two 
effects if Ukraine ties itself economically with the Russian 
Federation, Belarus and Kazakhstan through the Customs 
Union: economic degradation with deeper energy dependen-
cy and political isolation from Europe,” said Andriy Novak, 
chair of the Committee of Economists of Ukraine.

Two days later, while meeting with Polish Prime Minister 
Donald Tusk in Kyiv, President Yanukovych said 
Eurointegration remained a priority for Ukraine. “We certain-
ly expect that during the presidency of Poland in the second 
half of this year we will seek joint decisions regarding the 
integration into the European Union,” he said. Such remarks 
about Ukraine’s desire to integrate with Europe would be 
repeated over and over during 2011, even as Kyiv’s actions 
moved the country farther and farther away from the West.

At mid-year, our front-page headline reported: “Kyiv’s 
honeymoon with Moscow appears to be over, observers say.” 
Conflicts in the political, economic and cultural spheres had 
erupted between Russian and Ukrainian officials, revealing 
that the Russian government wanted far more concessions 
than the Yanukovych administration was willing to make. 
“The elites of the Party of Regions of Ukraine, who have good 
relations with Russia, have understood that it’s very difficult 
to develop relations in which Russia is always satisfied. That 
might even be impossible for Ukraine,” said Niko Lange, the 
director of the Konrad Adenauer Stiftung in Kyiv, a German 
political think-tank. “It’s possible that relations now aren’t so 
euphoric, a year after the Kharkiv agreements, but that’s a 
sign of normalization. Following serious problems in rela-
tions and the euphoria stage, the path is leading now to nor-
malizing relations between two independent states.”

Russians were particularly miffed with the permission 
that Ukraine granted to allow the U.S. Navy cruiser Monterey, 

which is equipped with the Aegis anti-missile system, to par-
ticipate in the annual Sea Breeze exercises in the Black Sea. 
As well, the Russian Foreign Ministry stated it was disturbed 
by the Ukrainian government discussing with NATO officials 
“eight issues sensitive to Moscow behind closed doors,” 
including security in the Black Sea region, the future of the 
Black Sea Fleet’s stationing in Crimea, the Transdniester con-
flict settlement, Ukraine’s energy and economic security, the 
anti-missile defense shield, intelligence agency reform, its 
principles of foreign policy and strategy.

Russian Prime Minister Vladimir Putin was eager to 
recruit Ukraine into his project to reconstruct the remnants 
of the former Soviet empire into a Single Economic Space, 
based on the Customs Union that already involved Russia, 
Belarus and Kazakhstan. As part of his awkward balancing 
act between Russia and the West, President Yanukovych had 
declared on April 7 his “3+1” policy with the Customs Union, 
revealing the Presidential Administration’s hope that Russia 
would allow Ukraine to become deeply integrated without 
full membership. But, Russian President Dmitry Medvedev 
made it clear on May 18 that Russia wanted a full Ukrainian 
commitment – or none at all. “You can’t be everywhere. 
Either here or there. You can’t sit on two chairs. You need to 
make some kind of a choice,” he said.

The rift between Kyiv and Moscow deepened when 
Ukraine said in mid-September that it was preparing to take 
Russia to international court over the 2009 deal, saying it was 
overcharging Kyiv by up to $6 billion a year compared to 
other European countries such as Germany. But Moscow said 
it would consider a new deal only if Ukraine dropped its 
objections to joining a Russian-led Customs Union. Mr. 
Yanukovych has called that stance “humiliating,” adding, “We 
will not allow them to talk to us in such a way.

Presidents Yanukovych and Medvedev met on September 
24 near Moscow in a last-ditch attempt to have Russia lower 
gas prices for Ukraine. Although there were vague reports of 
progress, the two presidents’ press services gave no details. 
There were some indications that the Ukrainian president 
was able to obtain cheap gas for heavy industries and to 
avoid gas price hikes for households before the 2012 parlia-
mentary elections. However, it was also reported that 
Gazprom would likely secure a large share of Ukraine’s gas 
transit network, if not full control.

On October 18, Ukraine joined Russia, Armenia, Belarus, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Moldova and Tajikistan in signing an 
agreement to create a free-trade zone of members of the 
Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS). The move came 
during the October 18 meeting of CIS heads of government in 
St. Petersburg. 

Also on October 18, the European Union abruptly can-
celed a planned visit by President Yanukovych following the 
sentencing a week earlier of former Prime Minister 
Tymoshenko. Maja Kocijancic, a spokeswoman for the EU’s 
foreign policy chief, Catherine Ashton, said Mr. Yanukovych’s 
visit would take place when “conditions will be more condu-
cive to making progress on bilateral relations.” Mr. 
Yanukovych had been scheduled to meet with EU president 
Herman Van Rompuy and European Commission President 
Jose Manuel Barroso on October 20. The talks were to focus 
on an Association Agreement between Ukraine and the EU, as 
well as the Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Area on 
which negotiations had been completed. 

The Associated Press reported that the postponement of 
Mr. Yanukovych’s visit to Brussels came after there were indi-
cations from Kyiv that Ms. Tymoshenko would not be quickly 
released based on legal amendments to the law that would 
turn her misdemeanor from a criminal offense to a milder 
economic violation. Party of Regions national deputies 
refused to consider such a bill on the morning of October 18 
and the president himself indicated in an interview with U.S. 
and European newspapers that passing those legal reforms 
would take time. 

2011: THE YEAR IN REVIEW

President Viktor Yanukovych greets Russian Prime 
Minister Vladimir Putin during their meeting in Kyiv 

on April 12.

UNIAN/Andrey Mosienko

President Viktor Yanukovych is flanked by Herman van Rompuy (left), president of the European Council, and Jose 
Manuel Barroso, president of the European Commission, during a press conference after the European Union-

Ukraine Summit held in Kyiv on December 19.

UNIAN/Vladimir Gontar
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Even the annual Yalta European Strategy conference had 
been affected by the prosecutions of political leaders in 
Ukraine. The ongoing imprisonment and abuse of Ms. 
Tymoshenko cast a dark shadow over the September 15-18 
gathering’s purpose of discussing Ukraine’s place in the 
world, especially in the European Union. EU leaders came 
with a strong message and spoke tough publicly and behind 
closed doors with President Yanukovych. They clearly stated 
that the EU is not willing to compromise on “European val-
ues” when outlining a comprehensive free trade agreement 
with Ukraine as part of a larger treaty the two sides were 
negotiating. This point was hammered into the Ukrainian 
president’s head by a trio of European politicians represent-
ing the European Parliament, the European Commission and 
the European Council.

Then, on October 27, the European Parliament supported 
a joint resolution on Ukraine which proposed that the 
European Commission hold a meeting with Ukrainian 
President Viktor Yanukovych ahead of the EU-Ukraine sum-
mit in order to “re-establish a constructive dialogue.” The res-
olution stated:“[The EP] considers that the recently post-
poned meeting with President Yanukovych would have 
offered an excellent opportunity to tackle serious concerns 
addressed towards the Ukrainian government and re-estab-
lish a constructive dialogue that could lead to the Association 
Agreement to be initialed provided there is significant prog-
ress on both technical and vital political obstacles still in 
place; calls on the [EU] Council and the [European] 
Commission to reschedule the recently postponed meeting 
with President Yanukovych ahead of the foreseen EU-Ukraine 
Summit in December 2011.”

Finally, on December 19, during the European Union-
Ukraine summit in Kyiv, the EU refrained from initialing an 
Association Agreement with Ukraine – an event that had 
been hoped for months and whose failure was deemed by the 
opposition as a foreign policy catastrophe for the Ukrainian 
government. Five years in the making, the Association 
Agreement would have been a significant step in Ukraine’s 
EU-integration efforts. 

The politically motivated imprisonment of Ms. Tymoshenko 
had derailed the Association Agreement, as confirmed in a 
communiqué issued in Brussels on December 19 by the 
Council of Europe and the European Commission. “EU leaders 
underline the necessity of all-encompassing reforms of 
Ukraine’s judicial system and measures against a politically 
motivated and selective judiciary,” the communiqué stated. 

By sidestepping even the technical step of initialing the 
agreement – a step before its formal singing – EU leaders 
wanted to send a strong signal to Ukraine that it won’t com-
promise on its core values of rule of law and independent 
democratic institutions. EU officials indicated that any sign-
ing of the Association Agreement would now be postponed 
until after the October 2012 parliamentary elections in 
Ukraine to ensure they’re held without significant violations.

Ukraine’s ratings

At the beginning of 2011 there was bad news in Freedom 
House’s report “Freedom in the World 2011”: Ukraine was 
downgraded from free to partly free in the annual assess-
ment of political rights and civil liberties. Arch Puddington of 
Freedom House wrote: “…events in Ukraine in 2010 caused it 
to fall from free to partly free. Viktor Yanukovych, whose 
fraudulent electoral victory in 2004 had been overturned by 
the Orange Revolution, won the presidency on his second 
attempt in early 2010. He then oversaw a deterioration in 
press freedom, state efforts to curb student activism, intimi-
dation of NGOs, local elections that were almost universally 
derided as neither free nor fair, and indications of increased 
executive influence over the judiciary. Ukraine had previously 
been the only country in the non-Baltic former Soviet Union 
to earn a free designation, and its decline represents a major 
setback for democracy in the region.”

More bad news came at the end of the year when the 
Berlin-based NGO Transparency International, in a report 
released on December 1, said Ukraine had fallen from 134th 
place in 2010 to 152nd place on its corruption ranking. 
Ukraine scored 2.3 out of 10 possible points (with 10 denot-
ing the least corruption). It was in the company of such coun-
tries as Tajikistan (tied for 152nd), Kyrgyzstan (164th), 
Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan (tied for 177th). Russia was in 
143rd place, along with Belarus and Azerbaijan. Georgia was 
the least corrupt of the former Soviet republics, with a rank 
of 64 among 183 countries.

“Heroes of Ukraine”

Turning to Ukraine’s heroes, 2011 was notable in that 
Stepan Bandera, a leader of the Organization of Ukrainian 
Nationalists (OUN) and Roman Shukhevych, commander of 
the Ukrainian Insurgent Army (UPA), were stripped of the 
title “Hero of Ukraine” granted to then via decree by 
President Viktor Yushchenko in 2010 and 2007, respectively. 

President Yanukovych and his Kremlin allies had attacked 
the awards, and even as a presidential candidate Mr. 
Yanukovych had indicated that he would annul the award. The 
order went through the courts, instead of by presidential decree, 
which Mr. Yanukovych thought would be too provocative. 

On August 2, Ukraine’s High Administrative Court ruled 

that President Yushchenko had illegally bestowed the titles 
on both Bandera and Shukhevych, and supported the rulings 
of two lowers courts in Donetsk. The latest decision was 
based on the fact that neither Bandera nor Shukhevych were 
Ukrainian citizens since the territory on which they were 
active during World War II was then part of Poland.

Rada a rubber stamp

There was trouble also in Ukraine’s Parliament, which 
repeatedly revealed itself to be a rubber-stamp institution. 
On February 2 the Verkhovna Rada voted to hold parliamen-
tary elections on October 28, 2012, ignoring the provisions of 
the 1996 Constitution of Ukraine that were in effect and 
required the elections to be held in 2011. In addition, the vote 
set the presidential election for March 29, 2015. Opposition 
deputies alleged that the parliamentary coalition had falsified 
the February 2 vote by casting ballots on behalf of several 
deputies who weren’t present – among them Volodymyr 
Ariev, who was then in Washington – and didn’t give their 
voting cards to anyone. Experts said the vote was held strictly 
out of political expediency, as the Ukrainian government is 
currently pursuing social and economic policies that are 
widely unpopular, and an election this year could have result-
ed in the pro-Western opposition retaking control of the 
Verkhovna Rada. 

The parliamentary elections were supposed to be held on 
March 27, 2011, based on the 1996 Constitution. What made 
the vote particularly outrageous, from a legal viewpoint, was 
that the Constitutional Court had ruled on September 30, 
2010, that the 2004 Constitution was invalid, though it left 
intact the five-year terms that national deputies wanted. So, 
the Parliament had to amend the 1996 Constitution to cher-
ry-pick those conditions of the 2004 Constitution that it 
favored, namely terms of five years, instead of four. The Party 
of Regions was essentially engaged in a game of manipulating 
any laws to its advantage, experts commented.

On November 17, the Rada passed a new law on parliamen-
tary elections that was designed to allow the ruling Party of 
Regions of Ukraine to win in the balloting despite its declining 
popularity. The elections law raises the threshold parties must 
cross to win seats from 3 percent to 5 percent, thereby elimi-
nating many rivals, and re-introduces a mixed system – where-
by 50 percent of national deputies will be elected from party 
lists according to the proportional system, and the other 50 
percent from first-past-the-post constituencies – under which 
it should be easier for government-backed candidates to win. 
The president signed the measure into law on December 8.

The Gongadze case

Regarding the Gongadze case, the New York-based 
Committee to Protect Journalists on March 2 said it was 
“deeply disturbed by the recent actions of Ukrainian authori-
ties that threaten to upend progress in the 10-year-old inves-
tigation into the September 2000 abduction and murder of 
independent journalist Heorhii Gongadze.” The Kyiv Court of 
Appeals ruled that day to reject a second appeal by Myroslava 
Gongadze, the journalist’s widow, against the prosecutorial 
downgrading of the status of the murder from a contract kill-
ing to a “killing on verbal command.” The new status of the 
case, in effect, pegs the responsibility for commissioning the 
crime on a single culprit – a dead internal affairs minister 
[Yurii Kravchenko] – and technically precludes investigators 
from going after a larger circle of suspected masterminds, CPJ 
explained. The organization added that, while three accom-
plices in the killing were convicted, the mastermind of the 
crime had yet to face justice.

On March 22, state prosecutors announced they had filed 
criminal charges against former President Leonid Kuchma 
for his involvement in the Gongadze murder. A mob of report-
ers greeted Mr. Kuchma at the Procurator General’s Office in 
central Kyiv the next day as he arrived in a bombproof black 
Mercedes. He was charged with exceeding his authority and 
giving illegal orders to Internal Affairs Ministry officials.

But observers unanimously agreed that Mr. Kuchma 
wouldn’t spend a single day in jail. The criminal charges filed 
against him have a statute of limitations of 10 years, which 
expired last fall, reported Serhii Leshchenko of the 
Ukrayinska Pravda website. Therefore, Mr. Kuchma wouldn’t 
be incarcerated, even if found guilty. If he had been charged 
with taking part in an “ordered murder,” as many experts 
believe Mr. Kuchma should have been, the statue of limita-
tions wouldn’t have applied and a prison sentence would 
have been mandatory.

Many observers also commented that timing of the charg-
es was an attempt to refute accusations from the West that 
the government is selective in its use of justice.

RFE/RL reported that the prime suspect in the murder, 
Oleksii Pukach, the former head of the Main Criminal 
Investigation Department at the Internal Affairs Ministry’s 
Foreign Surveillance Unit, reportedly stated on August 30 
during a closed-door session of his trial that former President 
Kuchma was among those who ordered the murder. 
Valentyna Telichenko, the attorney representing Gongadze’s 
widow, told journalists after the session that Mr. Pukach testi-
fied he killed Gongadze “to save Ukraine.” She said Mr. Pukach 
told the court Gongadze and two associates had been prepar-
ing “since 1997 to seize power in Ukraine illegally, and so I 

killed him to save the country.” Meanwhile, Andriy Fedur, the 
lawyer for Gongadze’s mother, Lesia Gongadze, told journal-
ists he was convinced the Pukach trial was being held behind 
closed doors to ensure that his testimony would not become 
common knowledge. 

In the latest development in the Gongadze case, on 
December 14 the Pechersky District Court dismissed an 
attempt by the Procurator General’s Office to initiate criminal 
proceedings against Mr. Kuchma. The court upheld the com-
plaint filed by the ex-president’s lawyers disputing the legali-
ty of the case. The attorneys argued that charges against their 
client could not be based on evidence obtained illegally – in 
this case the secret recordings made by former security offi-
cer Mykola Melnychenko in the president’s office. Thus, the 
case against Mr. Kuchma was closed.

Tabachnyk and educational reform

There was a glimmer of good news in 2011 when the draft 
law on higher education proposed by Ukraine’s notorious min-
ister of education, scholarship, youth and sports, Dmytro 
Tabachnyk, was defeated on February 2 in the Verkhovna 
Rada’s Committee on Education. The Tabachnyk draft law 
would have imposed substantial limitations on university 
autonomy and academic freedom, budget cuts and other provi-
sions that would have returned Ukraine to Soviet-style control 
and censorship in education. The draft law also included a pro-
vision that universities with fewer than 10,000 students would 
no longer be considered universities, a requirement that would 
disqualify even some of the world’s most respected universities. 

Mr. Tabachnyk’s proposed changes in Ukrainian higher 
education had been controversial in international academic 
circles, as well as among the general public. Students in sev-
eral cities organized protests in January against the proposed 
changes to Ukraine’s educational system; among the most 
vocal were students of the National University of Kyiv Mohyla 
Academy (NUKMA). NUKMA and the Kyiv Mohyla 
Foundation of America issued statements of opposition to the 
draft law and the Ukrainian Catholic University supported 
NUKMA’s statement. Other Ukrainian universities remained 
silent about the draft law, possibly fearing retribution in the 
form of dismissals and budget cuts.

But the battle was not over.
The protests continued in February, when students picket-

ed the Parliament building to express their opposition to a 
new bill on higher education and to demand that Minister 
Tabachnyk be dismissed. Students said the new bill makes it 
impossible to gain honest admission to higher educational 
institutions and destroys the right to free education in Ukraine.

Meanwhile, Ukraine’s intelligentsia continued to press for 
Minister Tabachnyk’s dismissal. On March 4, writer Vasyl 
Shkliar, author of the acclaimed novel “Zalyshynets. Chornyi 
Voron” who was announced as one of the winners of the 
Taras Shevchenko National Prize, refused to accept the award 
“until such time as Ukrainophobe Dmytro Tabachnyk is no 
longer in power in Ukraine.” He made those comments in a 
letter to President Yanukovych.

The Rev. Dr. Borys Gudziak, rector of Lviv’s Ukrainian 
Catholic University, a leading, private institution whose inno-
vative, Western-styled educational policies are under direct 
threat from the Education Ministry’s neo-Soviet plans for 
higher education, said Mr. Tabachnyk intends to destroy any 
limited autonomy gained by Ukrainian universities in 19 
years of independence. He’s undermining any progress 
Ukraine has made towards integrating into the Bologna 
Process, which aims to set standards in higher education 
throughout the European Union (EU), Father Gudziak added. 
Furthermore, the Education Ministry is selectively cutting 
funding for those universities not complying with the retro-
grade policies, he said. “Today there is fear: people are afraid, 
and rectors are afraid.”

A year after his appointment as education minister, Mr. 
Tabachnyk faced questioning from the Verkhovna Rada about 
his educational policies, including de-emphasizing standard-
ized admissions testing (institutionalizing corruption in the 
process, according to critics), downgrading the importance of 
the Ukrainian language in Ukraine’s schools, and returning to 
11 grades of mandatory education (as in Soviet times), as 
well as his insults directed against western Ukrainians.

Opposition deputies attempted to send an inquiry to 
President Yanukovych, asking him to dismiss Minister 
Tabachnyk based on an appeal issued by a group of more 
than 100 leaders in education concerned about “the anti-
Ukrainian essence of his worldview, which contradicts his 
post.” Only 38 deputies supported the measure. 

Commenting on the situation, Oleksander Danyliuk, an 
organizer of the anti-Tabachnyk protests in Kyiv, noted that 
even if Mr. Tabachnyk were to be sacked, there would be 
someone just like him to take his place. “Tabachnyk is a decoy 
to distract attention from the main problem – the anti-nation-
al government that isn’t legitimate.” 

Resistance to the government’s regressive policies in edu-
cation continued to grow. On May 24 NUKMA presented a 
collection of articles critical of Minister Tabachnyk’s 
“reforms” that were authored by noted professors. Called 
“The Time of a Cheap Clown. Ukrainian Education: Trials of 
Woeful Reform,” the book comprised articles previously pub-
lished in the press and now compiled into one volume.
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mass gatherings issued in response to a petition by the Kyiv 
City State Administration. Independence Square – the famous 
“maidan” that was the epicenter of the Orange Revolution – 
was cordoned off by municipal authorities. November 22 was 
designated in 2005 by then President Viktor Yushchenko as 
Freedom Day, to be celebrated annually in light of the “histor-
ic significance of the revolutionary events of autumn 2004.” 

Babyn Yar, Bykivnia

On October 3, President Yanukovych laid a wreath at the 
Babyn Yar National Historical and Memorial Reserve in Kyiv. 
He was joined at the solemn commemorations by Verkhovna 
Rada Chairman Volodymyr Lytvyn, Prime Minister Azarov 
and Avigdor Lieberman, deputy prime minister of Israel. In 
the days leading up to the 70th anniversary of the Nazi mas-
sacre at Babyn Yar, international parliamentarians from 
Europe, Israel, Turkey and other nations gathered at the site 
of the executions, and an international conference on anti-
Semitism was organized by the Inter-Parliamentary Coalition 
for Combating Anti-Semitism with the support of the 
Verkhovna Rada. In addition, the exhibit “Shoah by Bullets: 
Mass Shootings of Jews in Ukraine in 1941-1944” – which is 
based on the work of the Rev. Patrick Desbois, a French 
Catholic priest, in identifying mass graves of Jews killed in 
various countries of Eastern Europe during the Nazi occupa-
tion – was on display at Kyiv’s Ukrainian House. 

All these events commemorated the anniversary of what is 
believed to be the single biggest massacre of the Holocaust: 
over the course of two days, September 29-30, 1941, the 
Nazis shot 33,771 Jews – men, women and children – at the 
edge of the Babyn Yar ravine on the outskirts of Kyiv. The kill-
ing began shortly after the German forces entered Kyiv on 
September 19, 1941, and, according to the Encyclopedia of 
Ukraine, by the spring of the following year an additional 
15,000 Jews were shot there. The executions at Babyn Yar 
continued through November 1943, when the Nazis retreat-
ed from Kyiv. And, tens of thousands of others were executed 
at Babyn Yar – Ukrainians, Gypsies, Poles, Russians and other 
nationalities, Communists, anti-Soviet partisans and Soviet 
prisoners of war. Among them were Ukrainian nationalists, 
like the poet and writer Olena Teliha, and leaders of the 
Ukrainian National Council, created by members of the 
Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists (Melnyk faction). In 
fact, over 600 OUN members were killed, along with writers, 
athletes, Plast members, priests, educators, newspaper edi-
tors and the former mayor of Kyiv, Volodymyr Bahaziy. In all, 
according to the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, 
more than 100,000 people of various nationalities were 
killed at Babyn Yar. Other sources give a substantially higher 
figure adding up to 200,000 – including 100,000 Jews, 70,000 
Ukrainians and 30,000 other persons. 

At the site of the mass grave of victims of Stalin in 
Bykivnia, on November 26, President Yanukovych and his 
predecessors – Messrs. Yushchenko, Kuchma and Leonid 
Kravchuk – unveiled the cornerstone on the site of the future 
National Historical-Memorial Reserve Byk vnia Graves, which 
is believed to be the final resting place for over 100,000 vic-
tims of the Soviet regime from the period 1936-1941. On 
November 4 President Yanukovych ordered the construction 
of the central part of the memorial to victims of totalitarian-
ism on the territory of the Bykivnia Reserve to be completed 
before August 1, 2012.

As 2011 came to a close…

The year ended just as it began: with Yulia in the head-
lines. On December 30 she was abruptly transferred from the 
Lukianivska prison in Kyiv to Kachanivska Women’s Penal 
Colony No. 54 in Kharkiv, some 300 miles away from 
Ukraine’s capital. And far away, the Yanukovych team hoped, 
from her staunch supporters and the news media. Those 
hopes were dashed, however, as Tymoshenko supporters 
gathered day after day near the penal colony. 

It was clear that Mr. Yanukovych fears his rival and the 
opposition forces – and with good reason. According to a poll 
conducted on December 9-16, 2011, by the respected 
Razumkov Center, Ms. Tymoshenko’s Batkivschyna party had 
grown in popularity to the point that it superseded the posi-
tive ratings of the party in power, the Party of Regions of 
Ukraine (PRU). Batkivschyna received 15.8 percent support 
from respondents, while the PRU registered 13.9 percent 
support – down from 16.6 percent in October 2011.

Furthermore, voter support for the imprisoned opposition 
leader herself surpassed that of the president, whose ratings 
continued downward. According to the Razumkov Center, if 
the first round of the presidential election were to be held in 
the near future, the highest proportion of voters, 16.3 per-
cent, would support Ms. Tymoshenko, while 13.3 percent 
said that they would vote for the incumbent. (Others in the 
mix include Arseniy Yatsenyuk, in third place with 10.7 per-
cent support.)

Meanwhile, President Yanukovych continued to ignore the 
reality on the ground in Ukraine. In his New Year’s Eve mes-
sage to the nation he proclaimed: “Ukraine has faced the chal-
lenges [2011] brought with dignity. …Ukraine has reached a 
new level of relations with the European Union. …We will 
continue modernizing our country, will continue building a 
modern, economically developed, democratic state. …Happy 
New Year 2012!” 

At the same time, student groups such as Priama Diya 
(Direct Action), the social movement Vidsich (Resistance) 
and the youth NGO Foundation of Regional Initiatives staged 
protests, while education progressives such as National 
Deputy Lesia Orobets led the opposition in Parliament.

Hopes were raised on August 31, when Serhiy Lyovochkin, 
chief of the Presidential Administration, said major changes 
were expected in the Cabinet of Ministers and that Mr. 
Tabachnyk would be dismissed. In fact, he responded to 
questions about whether the controversial minister would be 
sacked by stating: “Without a doubt, yes.”

As of the end of 2011, however, Mr. Tabachnyk remained 
in his post.

Chornobyl 25 years after

Twenty-five years after the world’s worst nuclear disaster, 
lack of financing continued to plague the Chornobyl Nuclear 
Power Plant. President Yanukovych extended his tin cup to 
global leaders in Kyiv on April 19 when he hosted a donors’ 
conference followed by a nuclear energy summit, attended by 
more than 60 high-profile participants, including European 
Commission President José Manuel Barroso, Polish Prime 
Minister Bronislaw Komorowski and Dr. Zbigniew Brzezinski, 
the leader of the U.S. delegation designated by President Barack 
Obama. The conference succeeded in raising 550 million euros 
($802 million) towards the construction of a new containment 
shelter, gaining support from the Russian Federation ($66 mil-
lion), Germany ($62 million), France ($69 million) and the 
Ukrainian government ($42 million). Though another 190 mil-
lion euros ($277 million) was needed, Mr. Yanukovych said he 
expected the state-of-the-art containment structure, which will 
prevent any radiation leaks, will be built by 2015. 

Victory Day, Independence Day, Freedom Day

On May 9, Victory Day, clashes erupted in pockets of Lviv 
when a few hundred pro-Russian provocateurs traveled from 
Odesa and Crimea for the holiday to raise Soviet-era flags and 
hold meetings to honor Red Army veterans. More than 2,000 
demonstrators, many of them members of nationalist groups, 
fought furiously to prevent red flags from being hoisted 
throughout the city. Opposition leaders accused the 
Yanukovych administration of enabling radicals to provoke 
the residents of Lviv, who were terrorized by the Communists 
for half a century. Political observers said it was a provoca-
tion approved by the Ukrainian government with the 
Kremlin’s involvement. The provocateurs defied a decision by 
Lviv Oblast authorities to celebrate Victory Day under the 
Ukrainian state flag only, and a Lviv court ruling that banned 
any events and activities on May 9 other than those approved 
by the Lviv Oblast State Administration and Lviv City Council.

The conflict stemmed from the April 21 Verkhovna Rada 
vote requiring the Soviet-era victory flag to be flown at all 
administrative buildings on the national holiday marking the 
day the German Nazis surrendered to the Soviet Red Army. 
Not since Ukraine declared independence from the Soviet 
Union in 1991 had the state required displaying a hammer-
and-sickle flag. 

President Yanukovych said on May 4 that he would sign 
amendments to the law on commemorating the Great 
Patriotic War. He said, “I believe that the flag which was flying 
over the Reichstag in 1945 is a symbol of victory.” And he did 
so on May 20. Meanwhile Foreign Affairs Minister 
Gryshchenko said that on Victory Day Embassies of Ukraine 

would fly only the national flag of Ukraine. 
Soon thereafter, the leader of the Ukrainian People’s Party, 

Yurii Kostenko, registered an appeal with the Constitutional 
Court of Ukraine. “The law [mandating display of the copies 
of the victory banner on state institutions on May 9] is not 
only in conflict with the many articles of the Constitution, but 
also provokes the separatist sentiments of citizens, intended 
to dismember Ukraine,” Mr. Kostenko said at a press confer-
ence on May 23.

Ultimately, on June 17, Ukraine’s Constitutional Court 
banned the use of the Soviet flag during World War II com-
memorations, reversing the law directing that the Soviet flag 
of victory be raised on government buildings during annual 
observances of the defeat of Nazi Germany. The Constitutional 
Court said the law violated the Constitution of Ukraine, which 
does not list the Soviet flag as a government symbol. 

Ukrainian Independence Day in 2011 was different from 
those in preceding years. President Yanukovych on July 15 
signed a decree amending the list of events to mark the 20th 
anniversary of Ukraine’s independence, ordering the cancella-
tion of military parades on August 24 in Kyiv, Kerch, Odesa and 
Sevastopol, as well as in cities where the headquarters of opera-
tional commands and branches of the armed forces of Ukraine 
are located. In addition, the president decided to abandon the 
production of the commemorative jubilee badge “Twenty Years 
of Ukraine’s Independence.” The government should spend 
budgetary savings on financing measures to strengthen the 
social protection of the public, Mr. Yanukovych said.

Nonetheless, Ukraine marked the anniversary with events 
throughout the country ranging from flag-raisings to celebra-
tory marches and concerts. Opposition activists also staged a 
march in Kyiv to protest the continued imprisonment of for-
mer Prime Minister Tymoshenko. Among the events held in 
the capital were various concerts and a parade of “vyshy-
vanky,” or embroidered garb, that took place near European 
Square. The parade’s participants posed for a group photo-
graph that was claimed to be the largest photo of people 
dressed in embroidered outfits. 

The August 24 Ukrainian Independence Day celebrations 
in the capital were marred by a clash when some 5,000 peo-
ple tried to walk from the Taras Shevchenko monument 
through the city center toward the Presidential 
Administration Building but found their path blocked by 
police. The activists were protesting the prosecution and 
detention of Ms. Tymoshenko. Video footage showed march-
ers breaking through the first police line but then being halt-
ed by hundreds of police in riot gear. There were no arrests. 
The marchers were defying a court ruling that banned oppo-
sition rallies in central Kyiv during the Independence Day 
observances. 

President Yanukovych on August 24 attended a thanksgiv-
ing service at the historic Pecherska Lavra (Monastery of the 
Caves) conducted by Metropolitan Volodymyr of the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church – Moscow Patriarchate. Among 
others present at the service were Verkhovna Rada Chairman 
Volodymyr Lytvyn, Prime Minister Mykola Azarov and the 
chief of the Presidential Administration, Serhiy Lyovochkin. 
The president and his entourage then laid flowers at monu-
ments honoring Taras Shevchenko, Ukraine’s national bard, 
Mykhailo Hrushevsky, president of Ukraine in 1918, and St. 
Volodymyr, grand prince of Kyiv-Rus’ in 980-1015. 

Meanwhile, on November 22, on the occasion of the sev-
enth anniversary of the beginning of the Orange Revolution, 
hundreds of protesters in Kyiv defied a court ban against 
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Opposition activists in Kyiv celebrate Ukrainian Independence Day, August 24, by marching through the city center 
with a huge national flag.
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Significant milestones and important discussions were the 
hallmarks of 2011 for the Ukrainian diaspora.

In January, news came from the Australian Federation of 
Ukrainian Organizations (AFUO) that the Ukrainian commu-
nity was one of those affected by the extensive flooding in 
eastern Australia. AFUO encouraged Ukrainians from all over 
the world to keep Queensland community members in their 
prayers and cooperated with local leaders to provide resi-
dents assistance as they rebuilt their lives. 

Also in January, the Ukrainian World Congress (UWC) 
expressed concern to Hungary’s Prime Minister Viktor Orban 
that the elections of the national Ukrainian Minority Self-
Government in Hungary held on January 9 could undermine 
the representation of the Ukrainian minority and jeopardize 
its effective participation in public life.

According to the Association of Ukrainian Culture in 
Hungary, in some cases the electorate voting and the candi-
dates running for the National Ukrainian Minority Self 
Government were not part of the Ukrainian community, nor 
were they preserving the Ukrainian language, culture and 
traditions. The UWC called upon the prime minister of 
Hungary to appoint a senior government official to verify 
whether the electoral process was conducted fairly.

Later that month the Ukrainian community in Chicago 
hosted a conference for international students from Ukraine 
called Zluka Camp in honor of the day Ukraine was united on 
January 22, 1919. The format of the event was barcamp, 
where every participant can potentially be a speaker/panel-
ist. There were seven student panelists, all associated with 
Dr. Bohdan A. Oryshkevich’s USA/USA program, whose pur-
pose is to identify the brightest and best students from 
Ukraine and to help them obtain scholarships to universities 
in the West.

Presentations included topics like “Social Scientific 
Research on Ukraine: Why We Should Get Involved” by Maria 
Zaloznaya; “How Both Ukrainian Students and the Diaspora 
Can Support the Efforts of Ukrainian Civic Organizations in 
Ukraine” by Yulia Pashchupinka; and “The Crimean Tatar 
People: Who Are They?” by Islam Ismailov, among others.

On March 8, the UWC released a statement demanding 
that local governments halt their plans to close Ukrainian-
language schools in the Donbas region, where ethnically con-
scious Ukrainians have limited access to cultural institutions. 
To make his point, UWC President Eugene Czolij underlined, 
“Article 10 of the Constitution of Ukraine clearly states the 
Ukrainian language is the state language of Ukraine and that 
the state ensures the comprehensive development and func-
tioning of the Ukrainian language in all spheres of social life 
throughout the entire territory of Ukraine.” Among the 
schools targeted were schools in the villages of Pervomaisk 
and Horniak; Donetsk Humanitarian College and schools in 
Lysychansk and Krasnyi Luch in the Luhansk Oblast.

On April 26, Mr. Czolij and Ukrainian Congress Committee 
of America (UCCA) President Tamara Olexy participated in 
the 20th International Conference on Health and 
Environment, “Chornobyl – Lessons for Nuclear Security, 25 
years later,” hosted by Ukraine’s Permanent Mission to the 
United Nations and World Information Transfer.

Mr. Czolij underscored that the Chornobyl disaster was 
ultimately a result of the reckless dominance over Ukraine by 
the Soviet totalitarian regime and its disregard for nuclear 
energy safety standards. He also reminded the conference of 
the Kremlin’s attempts to conceal the magnitude of the global 

catastrophe. Ms. Olexy highlighted the Ukrainian American 
community’s work in aiding the victims of the tragedy, both 
monetarily and morally.

Three other participants represented the Ukrainian dias-
pora at the event: Maria Szkambara, president of the World 
Federation of Ukrainian Women’s Organizations (UWO); 
Marianna Zajac, president of the Ukrainian National Women’s 
League of America (UNWLA); and Nadia McConnell, presi-
dent of the U.S.-Ukraine Foundation.

In June, Mr. Czolij visited Ukrainian communities in 
Hungary, Romania and the Czech Republic on behalf of the 
UWC. In Romania, Mr. Czolij met with Stefan Buciuta, 
Parliament deputy of Parliament and president of the 
Association of Ukrainians in Romania (AUR) to discuss com-
munity life and the activities of the AUR. While there he also 
gave an overview of events in Ukraine and encouraged high-
ranking Romanian officials to contribute to the process of 
Ukraine’s European integration at the government level.

In Hungary, where the community consists of approxi-
mately 8,000 Ukrainians, Mr. Czolij raised issues of signifi-
cance to Ukrainians with representatives of the government 
authorities and local self-governing bodies. Mr. Czolij noted 
that Hungary serves as an example of the benefits of 
European integration, since it freed itself from Communist 
rule in 1989 and consequently joined both NATO and the EU. 
He also emphasized how Ukraine’s democratization process 
and European integration requires support at both the gov-
ernment and grass roots levels.

Mr. Czolij’s tour concluded with a visit to the Ukrainian 
community in the Czech Republic, which is home to about 
200,000 Ukrainians. While there Mr. Czolij met with Viktor 
Rajcinec, president of the Ukrainian Initiative of the Czech 
Republic, to discuss local Ukrainian community life and ways 
to increase cooperation with UWC.

The Ukrainian Medical Association of North America 
(UMANA) celebrated a milestone this year – its 60th year of 
professional service – at its convention in Philadelphia in 
June. Nearly 50 members and guests of congregated to 
review the association’s work, confer about updates in medi-
cine and elect a new board of directors for the upcoming 
term. At the convention, 49 new members were inducted into 
the association, reaffirming UMANA’s viability as the largest 
Ukrainian American professional organization in North 
America.

Over the summer, leading organizations of the Ukrainian 
diaspora reacted to the August 5 arrest of opposition leader 
Yulia Tymoshenko by issuing statements. The UCCA noted 
that it was deeply concerned about the condition of Ukraine’s 
former prime minister and called upon the authorities in 
Ukraine to release her from prison immediately. The UCCA 
stated, “As the representative body of Ukrainian Americans, 
the UCCA urges the United States to publicly condemn her 
[Ms. Tymoshenko’s] political imprisonment and utilize all 
diplomatic efforts to ensure the safety of her life and her 
release.” In addition, the UCCA statement noted, “The world’s 
democracies cannot remain silent while basic human rights 
are being violated and the rule of law is nothing more than a 
command system.”

The Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC) also issued a 
news release on August 5 in which it expressed its dismay 
about the situation. “The government of Ukraine is pursuing 
what appears to be politically motivated, selective justice in a 
deliberate and systematic program to remove political oppo-
sition. This is another step from democracy,” stated Paul 
Grod, UCC president. He added, “We have formally asked the 
government of Canada to use all diplomatic tools at its dis-
posal to communicate Canada’s displeasure with the anti-
democratic developments in Ukraine and call for her immedi-
ate release.”

Ukrainian diaspora: 
active worldwide

Similarly, the AFUO also called for the Australian govern-
ment to intervene in the case. The organization asserted that 
“The court’s action in arresting Tymoshenko is another 
example of the violation of human rights and the Yanukovych 
government’s systematic program of eradicating any from of 
opposition.”

Likewise, on August 8 the UWC called upon the wider 
international community – the United Nations, European 
Parliament, European Council, European Commission, 
Council of Europe, Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of 
Europe, European Union, Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe, Amnesty International, Human 
Rights Watch and Freedom House – to increase pressure on 
the Ukrainian government to demand the immediate release 
of Ms. Tymoshenko from detention.

The World Federation of Ukrainian Women’s 
Organizations (WFUWO) showed solidarity with Ms. 
Tymoshenko by sending an open letter to President 
Yanukovych stating, “The trial of Yulia Tymoshenko, a woman 
who is in opposition to the present regime and the ongoing 
direction of the government of Ukraine, does not appear to be 
justice, but rather a purely political nature.” The letter also 
noted, “The destruction of democracy in Ukraine, the political 
persecution of politically active youth and the destruction of 
Ukrainian national identity will all result in closing the path 
of Ukraine towards the European Union.”

The Organization for the Defense of Four Freedoms for 
Ukraine also demanded freedom for Ms. Tymoshenko, calling 
for a boycott of President Yanukovych. The ODFFU said it 
believed that failure to boycott the current regime “will con-
demn Ukrainians in Ukraine to continued persecution by 
their government officials and will prompt future genera-
tions of Americans to ask ‘Who lost Ukraine?’ ”

Other organizations that issued statements against the 
arrest were: Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists and the 
International Conference in Support of Ukraine.

A big celebration in the diaspora over the summer was the 
kick-off to Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization’s 100th 
anniversary. Over 500 scouts from North America and repre-
sentatives from four more countries gathered at the Vovcha 
Tropa campground in East Chatham, N.Y., on August 6-13 to 
mark this milestone at a week-long camp for children, teens 
and adults. Through myriad activities, displays, skits and dis-
cussions participants celebrated Plast’s history in Ukraine 
and in the diaspora in the past century, often noting the many 
ways that the organization had changed, while also marveling 
at the many ways it had stayed the same. The celebration of 
the centennial was followed by another week-long jamboree 
in Australia in December and will be continued in Ukraine in 
2012 with an international jamboree in the Lviv area.

On August 19-21, Kyiv hosted the fifth World Forum of 
Ukrainians, where the Ukrainian World Coordinating Council 
(UWCC) assembled. Three hundred delegates – 100 each 
from Ukraine, the Eastern diaspora and the Western diaspora 
– gathered and discussed Ukraine’s relationship with the 
diaspora, which is currently about 20 million strong. Political 
and social activist Mykhailo Ratushny from Ternopil, Ukraine, 
was elected as the new president of the council.

Also that month, on August 21-23, the Ukrainian World 
Congress held its annual general meeting in the Cultural Arts 
Center of the National University of Kyiv-Mohyla Academy 
with over 170 delegates from 26 countries attending. During 
the three-day conference, the delegates adopted several reso-
lutions, including those mandating a UWC office in Kyiv, to 
review the applications for UWC associate membership of 
the organization Ukrayinska Rodyna (Turkey) and the 
Association of the Christian Movement of Ukrainians 
(Portugal), and to cooperate with Ukraine’s Channel 5 
regarding a new television broadcast.

In addition, three roundtable discussions were held to 
address the following topics: “The challenges of adhering to 
and protecting human rights and freedoms of Ukrainians”; 
“Ways of strengthening cooperation and coordination of the Zluka camp participants on January 22 at Selfreliance Ukirainian American Federal Credit Union with map of Ukraine.

The newly elected president of the Ukrainian World 
Coordinating Council (UWCC), Mykhailo Ratushny (cen-
ter), on August 21 with Ukrainian World Congress 
President Eugene Czolij (left) and Dmytro Pavlychko, 
vice-chair of the organizing committee for the fifth World 
Forum of Ukrainians and former president of the UWCC.

UCC
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Ukrainian World Congress President Eugene Czolij among Ukrainian community members during a public meeting 
in Bucharest, Romania, in June.

UWC

The flags of countries where Plast is active are raised on August 7 during the opening ceremonies of the 
International Plast Jamboree. (In the upper left-hand corner is the jamboree emblem.)

Deanna Yurchuk

The year 2011 had a few noteworthy positive steps in the 
development of relations between the United States and 
Ukraine, but for the most part bilateral relations could be 
characterized as a rocky road.

On the positive side were the two additional agreements, 
signed within the developing U.S. Strategic Partnership, 
increasing bilateral cooperation in the energy field and in 
combating human trafficking and HIV/AIDS. The United 
States increased by 103 the number Peace Corps volunteers 
serving in Ukraine, which now is home to the world’s largest 
Peace Corps contingent in the world – 462. Washington also 
simplified to an extent its visa regime for Ukrainians’ return 
visits to the United States. And the bilateral process of get-
ting the Holodomor memorial in Washington approved took 
a few major steps forward.

Throughout the year, however, President Viktor 
Yanukovych government’s foot-dragging in initiating many 
long-overdue internal reforms – political, human rights and 
economic – dominated the interaction between the two 
countries, as did Kyiv’s mistreatment and persecution of 
political adversaries, most notably that of the imprisoned 
former prime minister and President Yanukovych’s election 
opponent, Yulia Tymoshenko, who last year was convicted 
on corruption charges and was appealing that conviction 
when – two days before the end of 2011 – she was trans-
ferred, under protest, from the Kyiv detention center to the 
Kachanivska women’s prison in the Kharkiv Oblast.

The Yanukovych administration’s urgent need for reforms 
was spotlighted in early February when a group of 10 promi-
nent reformist activists from Ukraine came to Washington to 
discuss how the United States and others in the West could 
help Ukraine improve its political, economic and civic envi-
ronment to a more acceptable and productive level. They 
met with representatives of the White House, State 
Department and other government officials, Congressional 
staff, as well as with commercial, judicial and civic groups 
interested in Ukraine’s development.

To underscore the need for reform in Ukraine, one of the 
visiting activists, National Deputy Volodymyr Ariev, noted 
that he learned upon his arrival here that while he was on 
the plane flying to Washington – with his parliamentary vot-
ing ID card in his pocket – he was being recorded in the 
Parliament in Kyiv as voting for the constitutional changes 
proposed by the Yanukovych administration that would 
postpone the next parliamentary election from 2011 to 2012 
– something Mr. Ariev opposed.

The timing of this delegation’s visit, according to its lead-
er, Oleh Rybachuk, was important so that the Ukrainian activ-
ists could present their analyses and proposals in 
Washington before the semi-annual U.S.-Ukraine Strategic 
Partnership Commission meeting a week later.

Strategic partnership

On February 15, during a special ceremony at the State 
Department, Ukraine and the United States signed two 
agreements during the meeting of the U.S.-Ukraine Strategic 
Partnership Commission. Secretary of State Hillary Rodham 
Clinton and Ukrainian Foreign Affairs Minister Kostyantyn 
Gryshchenko signed the Cooperation Plan on combating 
trafficking and HIV/AIDS. Ukraine’s Minister for Energy and 
Coal Industry Yuriy Boyko and U.S. Special Envoy for Energy 
Issues in Eurasia Ambassador Richard Morningstar then 
signed the gas agreement.

Afterwards, Secretary Clinton said that during the first 
three meetings of the bilateral Strategic Partnership 
Commission, which was created in 2009, the two sides “have 
rolled up our sleeves... to pursue our common goal of a 
Ukraine that is more secure, prosperous, and democratic.” 
And, she added, Ukraine now is well-positioned “to realize 
its own citizens’ hope for a genuine democracy and a pros-
perous economy.”

Secretary Clinton noted that the commission also tackled 
the problems of stopping nuclear proliferation, achieving 
food security, improving health care, developing Ukraine’s 
domestic energy resources and attracting more foreign pri-
vate investment, especially from the United States.

She said that Washington was also looking forward to 
seeing President Yanukovych realize his stated commit-
ments to have a “transparent government, strong rule of law, 
protection of freedom of speech and media, comprehensive 
judicial reform in partnership with the Ukrainian people... 
including opposition leaders and members of civil society.”

Minister Gryshchenko said that the United States “has 
become a very important part of our foreign policy, and we 
do rely on this strategic partnership to help us guide the 
shape of our statehood through the waters which are not 
easy. ...”

Later that evening at the Ukrainian Embassy, Minister 
Gryshchenko met with representatives and activists of the 
Ukrainian American community, which, for the most part, is 
either skeptical or outright critical of the Yanukovych gov-
ernment’s domestic and foreign policies.

U.S. and Ukraine:
a rocky road

activities of UWC member-organizations”; and “The state 
program for cooperation with Ukrainians outside Ukraine for 
the period through 2015 and opportunities to obtain finan-
cial support from non-governmental organizations.”

Following its general meeting, the UWC along with the 
Conference of Ukrainian Youth Organizations (CUYO) and the 
Ukrainian Civic Organization Molodyi Narodnyi Rukh (Young 
People’s Movement) sponsored the “Kyiv 2011” Ukrainian 
Diaspora Youth Forum – the first of its kind in the history of 
independent Ukraine. The forum gathered 50 youth leaders 
from 30 countries for nine days to discuss the challenges fac-
ing Ukrainian diaspora youth. Those challenges which were 
defined as not only the preservation of Ukrainian cultural 
heritage and the outlook for future generations, but also sup-
port for the development of ties in the diaspora, consolida-
tion of efforts to unite the Ukrainian diaspora and support 
for the establishment of an independent, democratic, law-
abiding Ukrainian state. Forum participants also requested 
that Ukrainian youths from the diaspora be included in edu-
cational, cultural and academic programs and projects in 
Ukraine.

To mark the 20th anniversary of the re-establishment of 
Ukraine’s independence, The Ukrainian Weekly asked com-
munity leaders in the Ukrainian diaspora, as well as young 
adults born in the diaspora after 1991, to share their 
thoughts on where Ukraine has been and where it is headed. 
The issue offered an analysis and reflection of lessons 
learned in the past 20 years of Ukraine’s independence.

Two days after Ukraine’s Independence Day, on August 26, 
Mr. Czolij, Mr. Grod and Union of Ukrainians in Russia 
President Taras Dudko met with President Yanukovych to 
discuss the importance of Ukraine’s integration into the 
European Union, to speak out against violations of human 
rights in Ukraine and to encourage the Ukrainian government 

to maintain its European vision base on the principles of 
democracy.

Throughout the month of September, Mr. Czolij held a 
series of meetings with European and Ukrainian community 
leaders in France, Austria, Romania and Slovakia, culminating 
in an October 5 meeting in New York, where he recapped the 
work of the UWC over the past year and outlined its plans for 
the future. Among the UWC’s ongoing projects are: continued 
support for Ukraine’s European integration, support for the 
human and national rights of Ukrainians in Ukraine and 
abroad, and an international election observer mission to 
monitor the Ukrainian parliamentary elections in 2012.

The topic of human rights and Yulia Tymoshenko’s arrest 
continued to dominate the headlines throughout the fall. In 
mid-October, The Weekly published statements from the 
UWC, the UCC, the UCCA, the Ukrainian National Association, 
the Ukrainian Bar Association and the Canada Ukraine 
Foundation, all speaking out against the verdict of Kyiv’s 
Pechersky District Court that convicted Ms. Tymoshenko.

On November 3, Mr. Czolij met with the Chair of the 
European Parliament Delegation to the European Union-
Ukraine Parliamentary Cooperation Committee, Pawel 
Kowal, and he once again emphasized the importance of 
Ukraine’s integration into the European Union. According to 
Mr. Czolij, the agreement has great significance for both par-
ties and is crucial for Ukraine’s future development as a dem-
ocratic European state.

Finally, on December 17 in Toronto, the UWC signed a 
memorandum with Channel 5 in Ukraine and IMB+ Records 
in Canada to launch a new weekly television news journal, 
“Ukrainska Hromada” (Ukrainian Community). The program 
will showcase the activities of Ukrainian communities 
beyond the borders of Ukraine, as well as world events 
directly affecting Ukraine. 
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was clear that there was a great divide between those two 
sides on how they envisioned Ukraine’s future. “Vstyd i 
hanba!” (shame and disgrace) was how one discussant react-
ed to the delegation’s presentation.

Governance conference

The largest and most impressive Washington gathering 
dealing with Ukraine in 2011 was the day-long conference on 
July 7, “Ukraine’s Future: Challenges and Impact of 
Governance in Ukraine.” It was organized by the Atlantic 
Council, the Brookings Institution and the Peterson Institute 
for International Economics, which hosted the event. The 
conference attracted close to 300 participants, for the most 
part international affairs experts, government officials, diplo-
mats – among them two former U.S. ambassadors to Ukraine 
– economists, scholars, journalists and other professionals, as 
well as representatives of Ukrainian American and other 
interested ethnic groups. 

It began with an hour-long conversation with Ukraine’s 
Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs Pavlo Klimkin, followed by 
two 90-minute expert panel discussions – the first dealing 
with the challenges of governance in Ukraine and the other 
on its impact on Ukraine’s economy and foreign relations. 

Minister Klimkin underscored that the prosecution of 
political figures was part of a wider campaign of fighting cor-
ruption in Ukraine regardless of the party affiliation of those 
accused. It is part of the difficult and long-overdue political 
and economic reform process initiated by the Yanukovych 
government, which had been ignored by previous adminis-
trations, he said.

David Kramer of Freedom House disagreed with much of 
what Mr. Klimkin said, as did Oleh Rybachuk, who heads the 
United Action Center in Kyiv. He criticized the strong “verti-
cal” of power built by the Yanukovych administration and its 
meddling with election laws on the very eve of elections, 
among other things.

Jorge Zukoski, president of the American Chamber of 
Commerce in Ukraine, assessing Ukraine’s economic devel-
opment, called it “a success story…” After a long pause he 
added,… “that’s waiting to happen.”

Zbigniew Brzezinski, the former U.S. national security 
advisor and now counselor and trustee of the Center for 
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Rep. Marcy Kaptur meets with Ukraine’s Ambassador 
to the U.S. Olexander Motsyk on October 26 to express 
strong concern over the imprisonment of former Prime 

Minister Tymoshenko.

U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton highlights the accomplishments of the third meeting of the 
U.S.-Ukraine Strategic Partnership Commission in Washington. She and Ukraine’s Foreign Affairs Minister 

Kostyantyn Gryshchenko spoke in the State Department’s Thomas Jefferson Room on February 15.

Yaro Bihun

Responding to their concerns, the foreign affairs minister 
said that the government is trying to undo and reform what 
he indicated was the mismanagement and corruption of the 
previous administration of President Viktor Yushchenko. 
And its treatment of former Prime Minister Tymoshenko for 
corruption should be viewed as a “prosecution,” and not 
“persecution,” he added.

The Clinton-Gryshchenko meeting in Washington was the 
highest-level official meeting between the two governments 
in 2011.

Two weeks after the mid-February Strategic Partnership 
meeting, Vice-President Joseph Biden and President 
Yanukovych had a follow-up telephone conversation on March 
2, during which, according to a White House statement, the 
vice-president expressed the U.S. position that “selective pros-
ecutions of opposition officials” should be avoided and that 
the electoral reform process in Ukraine should be fully inclu-
sive. He also thanked President Yanukovych for Ukraine’s 
assistance in responding to the situation in Libya and for its 
continued cooperation on nonproliferation issues, and 
underscored that Washington’s strategic partnership with 
Ukraine is based on shared democratic values.

Freedom House, NDI reports

The first few months of 2011 also saw two leading 
Washington-based non-governmental organizations openly 

administration is to have any chance to govern Ukraine effec-
tively and pursue long-overdue economic reforms.” It adds, 
however, that “the negative effects have included a more 
restrictive environment for the media, selective prosecution 
of opposition figures, worrisome instances of intrusiveness 
by the Security Service of Ukraine (SBU), widely criticized 
local elections in October 2010, a pliant Parliament 
(Verkhovna Rada), and an erosion of basic freedoms of 
assembly and speech. 

“Corruption remains a huge drain on the country, and 
there is significant room for the situation to get even worse.” 

The report concluded that “if left unchecked, the trends 
set by Ukraine’s current leadership will move the country 
toward greater centralization and consolidation of power – 
that is, toward authoritarianism.”

Much of the criticism of the direction the Yanukovych 
administration has taken contained in the Freedom House 
report was echoed in a statement “Ukraine’s Democratic 
Reversals” written and published in the Congressional 
Record on June 23 by Rep. Christopher H. Smith (R-N.J.), 
chairman of the Commission on Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (U.S. Helsinki Commission) and a senior member of 
the House Foreign Affairs Committee. 

In his conclusion, he noted: “Against this backdrop of dev-
astation wreaked by totalitarian regimes in the 20th century, 
Ukrainians deserve to have the promise of democracy made 
possible by their independence fully realized.”

Party of Regions visit

In early May, President Yanukovych’s ruling Party of 
Regions sent a delegation headed by Leonid Kozhara, vice-
chairman of the International Relations Committee, to 
Washington for talks with U.S. representatives in Congress 
and their staffs, among them Rep. Marcy Kaptur (D-Ohio), 
who co-chairs the Congressional Ukrainian Caucus. They also 
had meetings with the National Democratic Institute and 
other Washington non-governmental organizations interest-
ed in Ukraine.

What the Regions party representatives discussed and the 
extent of their success could not be ascertained because their 
meetings were all closed to the press and/or off the record. 
But, during their meeting with the capital area’s Ukrainian 
Americans at St. Andrew’s Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral, it 

During the swearing in of the 41st group of U.S. Peace Corps volunteers on June 16 in Kyiv (from left) are: Peace 
Corps Director of Programming and Training Thomas Ross, U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine John Tefft, Peace Corps 
Ukraine Director Douglass Teschner and Mykhailo Harmash of the Ministry of Economic Development and Trade, 

as they listen to a live rendition of the American national anthem.

Taras Tymchuk

criticize the Yanukovych administration for backtracking on 
its promised democratization of Ukraine.

The National Democratic Institute (NDI) withdrew its 
membership in the Ukrainian working group dedicated to 
drafting a new election law. It cited the undemocratic nature 
of the group as the reason for its departure. And Freedom 
House released a critical report about Ukraine titled 
“Sounding the Alarm: Protecting Democracy in Ukraine.”

When the NDI withdrew from the committee, it sent a let-
ter to Justice Minister Oleksander Lavrynovych urging him to 
ensure that the process of drafting new laws remains demo-
cratic. Ukraine had been working to develop new election 
laws in response to the wide international criticism of its 
October 2010 elections as being undemocratic. 

The Freedom House report, dated April 2011, was 
released after a special on-the-ground assessment by a group 
of its experts subsequent to its downgrading of Ukraine from 
“free” to “partly free” in its Freedom in the World 2011 rank-
ings. Until that point, Ukraine had been the only non-Baltic 
former Soviet state ranked in the “free” category.

The report stated: 
“In our view, there is no question that President 

Yanukovych has consolidated power at the expense of demo-
cratic development. The president and his defenders credibly 
argue that this centralization of power is necessary if the 
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Ukrainian Canadian Congress representatives at a meeting with Robert Sopuck, chair of the Canada-Ukraine 
Parliamentary Friendship Group: (from left) Mykola Bilaniuk, John Iwaniura, Olya Grod, Mr. Sopuck, UCC 
President Paul Grod, Taras Zalusky and Paul Migus. The meeting took place during Ukrainian advocacy days on 

Parliament Hill, October 24-25.

After the opening of an office in Ottawa at the end of last 
year and in the wake of Prime Minister Stephen Harper’s 
2010 visit to Ukraine, the Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC) 
stepped up its interaction with the Canadian government, 
both in becoming more visible and more active in lobbying for 
its interests in Canada and in influencing the Canadian gov-
ernment’s policy towards Ukraine. Although the relations 
between the Ukrainian community in Canada and Ukraine 
had become uneven, the bonds that were formed in previous 
years continued to hold.

The Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC) bestowed its 
highest honor – the Taras Shevchenko Medal – on Prime 
Minister Stephen Harper. The tribute dinner, held on October 
14, was attended by almost 600 members of the Ukrainian 
Canadian community. The medal was presented, in the words 
of UCC President Paul Grod, “for the prime minister’s dedica-
tion to public service, for his leadership and in particular for 
the outstanding contribution he has made towards the devel-
opment of the Ukrainian Canadian community.” 

In his acceptance speech, Prime Minister Harper stated 
that he was honored to be in the company of the many distin-
guished recipients of the Shevchenko Medal. He pointed out 
the contributions of the Ukrainian Canadian community, 
which, he said, has always provided perspective on “the strug-
gle for basic freedoms” and has served as a “voice for the 
oppressed. He highlighted the two main initiatives of the 
Conservative government, under his leadership, on behalf of 
the Ukrainian Canadian community: the recognition fund as a 
response to the internment of Ukrainians during World War I 
and the adoption, in 2008, of the bill declaring the Holodomor 
to be genocide. He referred to his special efforts in Ukraine in 
2010 to visit historic sites where he “paid his respects on 
behalf of all Canadians.” He mentioned his visit to the 
Holodomor memorial in Kyiv, the Lontsky prison museum in 
Lviv and Babyn Yar in Kyiv. 

He also said that he had met with Yulia Tymoshenko and 
had written to President Viktor Yanukovych, emphasizing that 
“the Canadian government is concerned about the path the 
government of Ukraine appears to be taking.” He had empha-
sized that this may have consequences for the Canada-Ukraine 
bilateral relationship. Indeed, Ukraine’s prosecution of the for-
mer prime minister and leader of the opposition resulted in a 
somewhat ambivalent relationship between Kyiv and Ottawa. 

In response to the August 5 arrest and detention of Ms. 
Tymoshenko, Foreign Minister John Baird issued the follow-
ing statement: “Canada is concerned by the apparently politi-
cally motivated persecution and, now arrest, of Yulia 
Tymoshenko. The appearance of political bias in judicial pro-
ceedings undermines the rule of law. Canada urges the 
Ukrainian government to strengthen judiciary independence 
and continues to support efforts to build a peaceful, demo-
cratic and prosperous society in Ukraine.” 

On August 24, Mr. Harper sent best wishes to all 
Ukrainians and Canadians of Ukrainian heritage on the occa-
sion of the 20th anniversary of Ukraine’s independence. The 
prime minister pointed out that Canada was the first Western 
nation to recognize Ukraine’s independence and that Canada 
continues to support Ukraine’s democratization. As an exam-
ple of this support, he gave the fact that the Canadian govern-
ment had sponsored more than 300 election observers to 
monitor the 2010 presidential elections in Ukraine. The 
prime minister promised that Canada would continue to 
strengthen bilateral ties with Ukraine and help in the building 
of a democratic, independent and prosperous society.  

On June 20, a delegation from the UCC and the Canada 
Ukraine Advisory Committee (CUAC) met in Ottawa with 
senior public officials and politicians to discuss community 

Canada and Ukraine:
continuing strong bonds

priorities in Canada-Ukraine relations. The committee 
focused on three key themes: human rights, rule of law and 
rights of civil society, transparency and good government. The 
delegation met with senior officials from the Department of 
Foreign Affairs and International Trade and the Canadian 
International Development Agency. 

Bohdan Onyschuk, head of the Canada-Ukraine 
Foundation, stated that it was necessary to begin preparing 
for the monitoring of Ukraine’s parliamentary elections in 
2012. In addition to again sending a sizeable delegation of 
Canadian observers, Canada should give greater priority to 
long- and medium-term monitoring of the electoral process in 
Ukraine. Zenon Poticzny, who heads the Canada-Ukraine 
Chamber of Commerce, said, “for a free trade agreement to be 
meaningful, it needs to contain sufficient assurances that 
Canadian investors will be protected, anti-corruption mea-
sures in Ukraine will be implemented and human  rights will 
be protected.” 

On October 20 the UCC appeared before the House of 
Commons Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs and 
International Development. Together with senior officials 
from the Department of Foreign Affairs, representatives from 
the UCC briefed members of Parliament on the situation in 
Ukraine. The UCC reiterated its call for a multi-faceted 
approach in dealing with Ukraine: diplomatic intervention 
and an adjustment of the focus of the activities of the 
Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA).

“Given the political context in Ukraine, we strongly encour-
age Canada to ensure that the proposed Canada-Ukraine free 
trade agreement contain specific provisions guaranteeing 
human rights, rule of law and adherence to fundamental dem-
ocratic principles as a condition for the conclusion of such an 
agreement,” stated UCC Executive Director Taras Zalusky. 

The presentation before the standing committee was 
closely followed by the emergency debate on Ukraine held in 
Parliament. The debate unanimously condemned the verdict 
in the Tymoshenko case and selective prosecution in Ukraine. 
The four-hour session was attended by Foreign Minister 
Baird; the leader of the government in the House of 
Commons, Peter Van Loan; Minister of Citizenship and 
Immigration Jason Kenney; the parliamentary secretary to 
the foreign minister, Bob Dechert; the chair of the Canada-
Ukraine Parliamentary Friendship Group, Robert Sopuck; 
senior opposition MP Peggy Nash; former Justice Minister 
Irwin Cotler; and dozens of other individual members of 
Parliament.

Prime Minister Stephen Harper (left) receives the Taras 
Shevchenko Medal from Ukrainian Canadian Congress 

President Paul Grod on October 14.

Strategic and International Studies, concluded the conference 
with his analysis. In it he had a word of praise for the role 
played by the Ukrainian diaspora in the achievement of 
Ukraine’s independence: “For one thing, the whole doctrine 
of Ukrainian independent statehood was nurtured for 
decades outside Ukraine – in the diaspora,” he said.

Later in the year, on September 16, an international busi-
ness conference hosted by the Heritage Foundation and the 
U.S.-Ukraine Business Council in September drew over 175 
participants interested in hearing about Ukraine’s global inte-
gration and progress in increasing economic freedom. The 
various speakers discussed how Ukraine must continue 
down the path of economic reform and transparent privatiza-
tion, persist with legal reforms and establish a reliable judi-
ciary. Ukraine must focus on strengthening ties with the 
European Union, particularly by concluding a trade associa-
tion agreement with the EU. Economic reforms, however, 
cannot occur in a vacuum and must go hand-in-hand with 
political reforms and a commitment to democracy. 

Holodomor memorial

The Holodomor memorial project took a number of steps 
forward last year – in Ukraine and in Washington, where it is 
to be constructed a few blocks from the Capitol near Union 
Station. In the design competition, the Ukrainian Ministry of 
Culture and Tourism in 2009 selected the top five designs, 
from which the U.S. Committee for Holodomor-Genocide 
Awareness 1932-1933 chose two to be presented to the 
appropriate Washington commissions for consideration: the 
“Field of Wheat,” designed by Ukrainian American architect 
Larysa Kurylas, was the preferred design, and “Shooting 
Hands,” designed by Ukrainian sculptor Igor Grechanyk, was 
the alternate. In one of its hearings last year, the U.S. National 
Fine Arts Commission sided with the “Field of Wheat.” 

In June, the Ukrainian government agreed to release 4 mil-
lion hrv ($502,000) for the construction of the monument, 
which would cover part of the total cost of the project, esti-
mated at $1 million to 1.25 million. According to the U.S. leg-
islation releasing the land on which it will stand, the project 
must be completed by October 13, 2013.

The Tymoshenko case

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton on December 6 urged ex-
Soviet republics to push for greater democratic reforms and 
respect for human rights in a speech before a two-day 
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) 
ministerial meeting in Vilnius. The secretary particularly 
noted the problems with Russian parliamentary elections 
earlier that month, made public her intentions to meet with 
Belarusian political activists and urged for increased vigi-
lance of the Lukashenka regime, and also named Ukraine as a 
country that appears to be backtracking on democracy. Mrs. 
Clinton reiterated the West’s disappointment with “setbacks 
for democratic institutions, the rule of law, and electoral pro-
cesses” as well as the prosecution of opposition leader and 
former Prime Minister Tymoshenko “which raised serious 
questions about political motivations.” 

Five days before 2011 ended, on December 27, the State 
Department released a brief statement criticizing the Kyiv 
Appeals Court’s decision on December 23 upholding the con-
viction of Ms. Tymoshenko and urged the Ukrainian govern-
ment of Ukraine to free her and the other former government 
officials currently in detention. It was noted in the statement 
that, “We believe that they should have an unrestricted ability 
to participate fully in political life, including next year’s par-
liamentary elections.”

Two days later, the opposition leader was transferred from 
her detention in the Lukianivska jail in Kyiv to the 
Kachanivska Women’s Penal Colony in Kharkiv oblast, where 
prisoners normally serve out their sentences.

Oleh Rybachuk, former President Viktor Yushchenko’s 
chief of staff, shares his views about the present 
Ukrainian government in an interview with Voice of 
America TV on July 7 during a conference on gover-

nance in Ukraine.

Yaro Bihun UCC

UCC
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The Ukrainian Orthodox Church – Moscow Patriarchate 
(UOC-MP) kicked off 2011 with an accelerated crusade to lay 
claim to the most significant Christian sites in Ukraine, 
including the Desiatynna Church (Church of the Tithes) and 
the restored St. Sophia Cathedral complex. Not helping the 
situation was President Viktor Yanukovych, whose adminis-
tration has given the UOC-MP unprecedented government 
support in the Church’s drive to control Ukraine’s most 
sacred and valuable church structures. 

At the Desiatynna Church, which is not owned by any 
denomination, the UOC-MP illegally constructed a chapel on 
the church grounds and then made additions to the struc-
ture – doubling its size. At St. Sophia, a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site, the UOC-MP is trying to gain control, even 
though the complex is not under any particular Christian 
confession. The majority of Ukraine’s monasteries are 
already under UOC-MP ownership, including Kyiv’s 
Pecherska Lavra and the Pochayiv Monastery in the Ternopil 
Oblast. 

The UOC-MP is under the Russian Orthodox Church 
(ROC), which gained prominence in Ukraine during the 
Soviet era when all other Christian Churches were liquidated 
and their clergy persecuted and murdered. It is suspected 
that many agents of the KGB were clergy members of the 
ROC. Other churches that the UOC-MP is occupying or 
attempting to take over include St. Vladimir Cathedral in 
Khersones and St. Dymytrii Rostovskyi Church (Kyiv Oblast).

At age 77, Major Archbishop and Cardinal Lubomyr 
Husar, leader of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church since 
2001, announced his retirement on February 10, citing ill 
health. The patriarch submitted his retirement request to 
Pope Benedict XVI two years earlier; he approved the retire-
ment in 2011. Archbishop Ihor Vozniak of Lviv was tapped 
to serve as the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church’s adminis-
trator until the Synod of Bishops elected a new patriarch.

Archbishop Antony, leader of the Eastern Eparchy of the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the U.S.A., celebrated the 25th 
anniversary of his episcopal consecration and ministry at St. 
Andrew Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral in Silver Spring, Md., 
on January 22. Joining in the celebration were Metropolitan 
Constantine and Bishop Daniel of the UOC-U.S.A., and 
Metropolitan Yurij and Bishop Andriy of the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church of Canada. Metropolitan Stefan Soroka of 
the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia, Bishop 
Emeritus Basil Losten of the Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of 
Stamford, Conn., Bishop Ken Nowakowski of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Church of Canada and Bishop John Kudryk of the 
Byzantine Catholic Eparchy of Parma, Ohio, also attended 
the celebration and delivered words of greetings.

Hierarchs from the Ukrainian Catholic and Ukrainian 
Orthodox Churches in North America met at their annual 
“Encounter” on January 27-28 in Clearwater, Fla., with the 
theme “Possibilities on the Path to Unity – What We Hold in 

Common and Where We Differ.” Held annually since 2001, 
the meeting included presentations on the Encounter’s 
theme by the Rev. Stephen Wojcichowsky, for the Ukrainian 
Catholic perspective, and the Very Rev. Dr. Jaroslav Buciora, 
for the Ukrainian Orthodox view. The bishops said that there 
is a need to create a permanent Ukrainian Orthodox-Catholic 
Theological Consultation, for considerations at future 
Encounters. The hierarchs were critical of the Ukrainian gov-
ernment’s favoritism toward the Ukrainian Orthodox Church 
– Moscow Patriarchate, and a symposium is planned for 
2013, with visitations by the hierarchs to Pope Benedict XVI 
in Rome and Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew I in 
Constantinople to seek their support for a united ecclesiasti-
cal life in Ukraine.

The Religious Information Service of Ukraine, a project of 
the Ukrainian Catholic University, celebrated its 10th anni-
versary on February 1 with a presentation “10 years on the 
Pulse of Religious Life” at UCU in Lviv. Myroslav Marynovych, 
vice-rector for university mission at UCU, spoke at the event, 
commenting how Western sources generally used informa-
tion from the Moscow Patriarchate about religion in 
Ukraine, and underscoring that RISU has served to fill that 
information gap. RISU has grown, the organizers recalled, 
from a few stories a week only in English to a dozen stories a 
day in three languages, with expert commentaries, inter-
views, a theology portal, and electronic library and more.

A plaque honoring Patriarch Josyf Slipyj, leader of the 
Ukrainian Catholic Church and a Soviet-era political prison-
er, was unveiled on February 22 in Kharkiv, Ukraine. The 
plaque is located on the site of a former Soviet-era transit jail 
where Patriarch Josyf spent several weeks in 1961 en route 
to a Siberian prison camp. The site is now a police station for 
the Kharkiv City Transportation Inspection Police. The 
plaque was a replacement to one that was erected in 2005 
and damaged by pro-Russian groups in 2008, with the local 
Catholic community funding the repairs. In 2010, Yurii 
Apukhtin, leader of the Great Rus’ organization, and some 
supporters destroyed the plaque after winning a lawsuit in 
Kharkiv that made the public display of the plaque illegal.

More than 40 leaders of the Ukrainian Catholic Church 
met in Lviv on March 20-24 for the Synod of Bishops, to 
determine who would succeed the retiring Major 
Archbishop Husar. It was the first time that the outgoing pri-
mate participated in the voting process to select his succes-
sor. It was suspected that the outgoing patriarch favored 
Archbishop Vozniak of Lviv as his successor or other 
Ukrainian-born bishops, but all of these had limited interna-
tional experience. Some other candidates were diaspora-
born, but these candidates were unlikely as there had not 
been a Ukrainian Catholic primate born outside of Ukraine. 
The decision of the Synod surprised everyone, but at the 
same time it made perfect sense.

Forty-year-old Bishop Sviatoslav Shevchuk, apostolic 
administrator of the Eparchy of the Protection of the Most 
Holy Mary in Buenos Aires, Argentina, was elected as the 
Church’s primate on March 24. The official announcement 
by the Religious Information Service of Ukraine noted that 
the Synod’s selection was awaiting approval by the Vatican. 
Bishop Shevchuk, who was born in Stryi, Lviv Oblast of 
Ukraine, was consecrated a bishop on April 7, 2009, by 
Patriarch Lubomyr Husar in Lviv. Prior to his elevation to 
bishop, he was rector of Holy Spirit Seminary in Lviv, and for 
a time served as personal secretary to Major Archbishop 
Husar and headed the Patriarchal Curia.

Bishop Yulian Gbur, the first bishop of the Stryi Eparchy 
in the Lviv Oblast, was laid to rest on March 26. He died on 
March 24 at age 68. Major Archbishop-elect Shevchuk came 
to his hometown for the funeral before departing for Kyiv for 
his enthronement. The funeral was attended by 28 bishops, 
led by Archbishop Vozniak of Lviv, and joined by Archbishop 
Ivan Martyniak, metropolitan of the Przemysl-Warsaw 
Eparchy, in which Bishop Gbur was born and raised. Bishop 
Gbur was succeeded by Bishop Taras Senkiv.  

Bishop Shevchuk was enthroned as the major archbishop 
of Kyiv-Halych of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church on 
March 27 at the Patriarchal Cathedral of the Resurrection of 
Christ in Kyiv – the first time in the history of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Church’s history that its leader was enthroned in 
Kyiv. It was also the first time the outgoing patriarch wit-
nessed his successor’s enthronement. Patriarch Sviatoslav 
was the youngest bishop in the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic 
Church and the fourth youngest among the world’s 5,000-
plus Catholic bishops. Some of the bishops participating in 
the synod said that his election was confirmation of the Holy 
Spirit’s influence. The ceremony was attended by 60 bish-
ops, 350 priests and more than 1,000 faithful. Also attending 
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Ukrainian Catholic and Ukrainian Orthodox hierarchs who gathered for the 2011 Encounter on January 27-28.

Newly enthroned Patriarch and Major Archbishop Sviatoslav Shevchuk of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church 
during the March 27 ceremony in Kyiv.

Taras Hrynchyshyn
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were U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine John Tefft, former 
President Viktor Yushchenko and his wife, Kateryna, former 
Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko, Patriarch Filaret of the 
UOC-KP, among others.

Pope Benedict XVI, speaking in Ukrainian during the lan-
guage greetings of his general audience, greeted Patriarch 
Sviatoslav on March 30. “The Lord has called you to the ser-
vice and guidance of this noble Church, which is part of the 
people who for over a thousand years have received Baptism 
at Kyiv,” the pope said. “I am sure that, illuminated by the 
work of the Holy Spirit, you will preside over your Church, 
guiding her in faith in Jesus Christ in accordance with her 
own tradition and spirituality, in communion with the See of 
Peter which is the visible bond of that unity for which so 
many of her children heave not hesitated even to lay down 
their lives.” 

Patriarch Sviatoslav met with Pope Benedict XVI in a brief 
private audience at the Vatican on March 31 during a five-
day visit to Rome. The new major archbishop did not raise 
the issue of the patriarchate, as he announced he would, as 
he was advised that it was premature to do so. Joining the 
major archbishop were Metropolitan Stefan Soroka of the 
Philadelphia Archeparchy, Bishop Paul Chomnycky of the 
Stamford Eparchy and Bishop Nowakowski of the New 
Westminster Eparchy (British Columbia, Canada).

The Ukrainian Orthodox Church – Moscow Patriarchate 
furthered its crusade to conquer Ukraine’s holiest sites, 
moved in construction trailers during the night on March 25 
at the site of the Church of the Tithes (Desiatynna Church), 
one of the first churches built in ancient Kyivan-Rus’. A week 
earlier Kyiv officials announced the results of a two-month 
competition to select the best architectural proposal for the 
site. The vote was undermined by the absence of a jury 
member and the refusal of several commission members to 
announce the results. Opponents of the building project 
include archaeologists, historical preservation activists, 
Ukrainian patriots and nationalists, who oppose allowing 
one of Ukraine’s holiest sites to fall under Moscow’s control. 
Demonstrations were held on May 27-28, with a limited 
turn-out by the public.

A symposium, “The Sisters of St. Basil the Great – 100 
Years of Service” was held on April 30 at the Basilian 
Spirituality Center in Fox Chase Manor, Pa., on April 30. The 
symposium was organized by the Sisters of the Order of St. 
Basil the Great, St. Sophia Religious Association of Ukrainian 
Catholics in the U.S.A., and the Shevchenko Scientific Society 
in Philadelphia.

St. Michael Ukrainian Catholic Church in Hartford, Conn., 
capped off a year-long celebration of its parish centennial on 
May 22 with a hierarchical divine liturgy, celebrated by 
Bishop Paul Chomnycky, Stamford Eparchy. Joining in the cel-
ebration was Bishop Emeritus Losten, former eparch of 
Stamford, and the parish priest, the Very Rev. Pavlo 
Martyniuk, with area clergy. More than 355 parishioners 
and guests attended a banquet at the Villa Louisa in Bolton, 
Conn., that featured a concert by the parish choir, Dibrova, 
and the Yevshan Choir, under the direction of Alexander 

Kuzma, and performances by the local School of Ukrainian 
Studies and the Zolotyj Promin Dance Ensemble.

Bishop Hlib Lonchyna, who served as Britain’s apostolic 
administrator “sede vacante” of the exarchate since June 2, 
2009, was appointed by Pope Benedict XVI as its apostolic 
exarch for Britain in June.

As announced during the 10th anniversary celebration 
on June 26 of Pope John Paul II’s visit in 2001, Patriarch 
Sviatoslav invited Pope Benedict XVI to visit Ukraine.

Hurricane Irene dumped dearly a foot of rain on August 
28-29 that flooded the Metropolia Center of the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church of the U.S.A., in South Bound Brook, N.J. 
The Raritan River, which flows across the street, crested its 
banks and inundated the Ukrainian Orthodox Center, with 
damage sustained to the historic Fisher House, the 
Sisterhood Hall, a maintenance building, St. Andrew 
Memorial Church’s pastoral residence building, two residen-
tial properties across the street from the Memorial Church 
on Easton Avenue and St. Sophia Seminary building’s base-
ment. A 2011 Hurricane Irene Flood Fund was created to 
collect donations for repairs.

The Ukrainian Evangelical Baptist Convention (UEBC) in 
the U.S.A., held in Crum Lynne, Pa., on September 2-4 elected 
for the first time a “Fourth Wave” Ukrainian immigrant, the 
Rev. Anatoly Moshkovsky, as its president. Previously, the 
Rev. Moshkovsky served as the UEBC secretary for six years. 
He succeeded the outgoing president, the Rev. Andriy 
Chriczuk, who served the maximum two consecutive terms 
as president. The convention was attended by 600 delegates 
and guests. The Rev. Michael Jakubovich was presented a 
doctorate of ministry for his 32 years of service as treasurer 
of the UEBC and as treasurer of the All-Ukrainian Evangelical 
Baptist Fellowship for 21 years.

Before departing for the United States, Patriarch 
Sviatoslav visited the Ukrainian Catholic University in Lviv 
on September 19. The patriarch is grand chancellor of the 
university and led a divine liturgy in the Church of the 
Blessed New Martyrs of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic 
Church, met with teachers and students of the Lviv universi-
ty on the newly built university campus. 

Patriarch Sviatoslav made his first visit to the United 
States as head of the Ukrainian Catholic Church on 
September 23-27 for the 50th anniversary of the St. Nicholas 
Eparchy in Chicago at St. Joseph the Betrothed Ukrainian 
Catholic Church. The eparchy includes 48 parishes, covering 
a 17-state territory. The primate of the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church was met by Bishop Richard Seminack, eparch of 
Chicago, along with clergy and faithful for an official greeting 
upon landing in Chicago on September 23. During his visit 
the patriarch toured the school at St. Joseph Parish, met with 
Cardinal Francis George, who heads the Chicago Archdiocese 
of the Roman Catholic Church, attended a youth conference 
at the Ukrainian Cultural Center in the Ukrainian Village sec-
tion of Chicago, followed by a stop at Ss. Volodymyr and Olha 
Ukrainian Catholic Church to celebrate an Akathist to the 
Protection of the Blessed Mother. That day’s events conclud-
ed with a banquet, attended by 550 representatives of par-

ishes across the Midwestern and Western states, hierarchs, 
clergy, and community leaders and organizations. A hierar-
chical divine liturgy was celebrated on September 25 at St. 
Nicholas Cathedral and an informal dinner was held at St. 
Nicholas Cathedral School’s auditorium. Divine liturgies 
were also celebrated at Immaculate Conception Ukrainian 
Byzantine Catholic Church in Palatine, Ill., on September 26 
and at Ss. Volodymyr and Olha in Chicago on September 27.

The first session of the committees set up by the Synod of 
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church – Kyiv Patriarchate and the 
Hierarchical Council of the Ukrainian Autocephalous 
Orthodox Church conducted a dialogue on October 27 in a 
session hall within the Golden-Domed Monastery of St. 
Michael. During the session, it was discussed about how the 
two Orthodox Churches could unite. At a second session, the 
committee approved the text of the final document, covering 
the agreed-upon general vision of the unification process 
and concrete proposals on how to overcome the existing 
church divide. Following the approval of both heads of each 
Church, the document would need approval by an eparchial 
session. The talks between the churches failed on December 
14 based on the condition presented by the UAOC that 
Patriarch Filaret of the UOC-KP resign.

St. Michael the Archangel Ukrainian Catholic Church in 
Montreal celebrated its centennial anniversary with a divine 
liturgy on Saturday, October 29, and a hierarchical liturgy 
celebrated by Bishop Stephen Chmilar the nest day. A ban-
quet followed the Saturday service and was attended by 
more than 500 guests at the La Rizz reception hall.

James Temerty, a prominent Ukrainian Canadian busi-
nessman and philanthropist, donated $1.2 million to the 
Ukrainian Catholic University in Lviv. The announcement 
came on November 12 in Toronto by Borys Wrzesnewskyj, 
former member of Parliament in Canada. The funds will be 
used to create three endowed professorships at UCU – one 
dedicated to the Ukrainian-Jewish encounter and interfaith 
relations, another for a program of Jewish studies in the con-
text of Central and East European history, and the third for 
biblical studies. Mr. Temerty, a Donetsk native, is the founder 
and chairman of Northland Power.

Composer Roman Hurko’s divine liturgy debuted on 
November 12-13 at St. Francis Xavier’s Roman Catholic 
Church and St. George Ukrainian Catholic Church in New 
York. This was the fifth major work in 11 years by Mr. Hurko, 
who has composed and recorded two other divine liturgies, 
a requiem for victims of Chornobyl and a Vespers. This 
recent composition is entirely in English.

Patriarch Sviatoslav visited New York on November 
19-20 for the Holodomor commemoration at St. Patrick’s 
Cathedral and a divine liturgy celebrated at St. George 
Ukrainian Catholic Church in New York. Later on November 
20 he attended a ceremony honoring Ukrainian Catholic 
Church leaders at Fordham University. Archbishop of New 
York Timothy Dolan joined the patriarch in blessing a mar-
ble mosaic of Cardinal Lubomyr Husar’s coat of arms. The 
Major Archbishop Emeritus Husar is a 1966 Fordham 
University alumnus. More than 850 people witnessed 
Patriarch Sviatoslav receive an honorary doctorate of 
humane letters from the university. 

St. Mary Ukrainian Orthodox Church in McKees Rocks, 
Pa., celebrated 105 years with a hierarchical divine liturgy 
concelebrated by Metropolitan Constantine and Bishop 
Daniel of the UOC-U.S.A. The Rev. Timothy Tomson, pastor, 
was joined by area clergy and a luncheon was held after the 
service to mark the occasion. 

Also in November, the parish of St. Mary the Protectress 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church in San Diego, Calif., celebrated 
its 50th anniversary with a divine liturgy celebrated by 
Bishop Daniel. Joining in the celebration were the Very Rev. 
Myron Mykhayluk, pastor, the Very Rev. Alexis Limonczenko 
and the Very Rev. Vasile Saucir.

During a hierarchical divine liturgy at Lviv’s St. George 
Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral, the establishment of the Lviv 
Metropolitanate was proclaimed on November 29 and 
Archbishop Vozniak was enthroned as metropolitan. Two 
other metropolitanates were created in accordance with a 
decision of the UGCC Synod of Bishops: the Ivano-Frankivsk 
Metropolitanate, which covers Ivano-Frankivsk and 
Kolomyia-Chernivtsi eparchies (December 13); and the 
Ternopil-Buchach Metropolitanate, which inlucdes the 
Ternopil-Zboriv and Buchach eparchies (December 22). 
Bishop Vasyl Semeniuk of Ternopil and Zboriv and Bishop 
Volodymyr Viytyshyn of Ivano-Frankivsk were proclaimed 
the first metropolitans of the new metropolitanates.

2011: THE YEAR IN REVIEW

Patriarch Sviatoslav Shevchuk accepts his honorary doctorate of humane letters on November 20 during the “Tribute 
to Ukrainian Catholic Church Leaders” at Fordham University. Applauding the prelate are Fordham University 

President Joseph McShane, SJ (left), and Fordham University Board of Trustees Chairman John N. Tognino.

Chrystyna Czajkowsky

Next week…
…our “2011: The Year in Review” continues with a 

look at Ukrainians in the United States, the Ukrainian 
Canadian community, the world of academia, and 
more.
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Ukrainians in the U.S.: 
concerned, engaged 

Ukrainians in the United States had Yulia on their minds 
during most of 2011. In August they gathered to rally in pro-
test against the August 5 arrest of Yulia Tymoshenko by 
Ukrainian authorities. In New York, over 100 Ukrainian 
Americans organized by the Ukrainian Congress Committee 
of America appeared before Ukraine’s Permanent Mission to 
the United Nations in New York to call for the immediate 
release of Ms. Tymoshenko and a stop to the backsliding of 
democracy in Ukraine. 

Later that month, the UCCA appealed to Doctors Without 
Borders to provide an independent physician to examine Ms. 
Tymoshenko, whose requests for her personal doctors to 
examine her had been denied by Ukrainian authorities.

The UCCA organized another protest before Ukraine’s 
Permanent Mission to the United Nations on September 21 
during the opening of the 66th Session of the General 
Assembly, which President Viktor Yanukovych attended. In an 
open letter to the Ukrainian president that same month, the 
UCCA reminded Kyiv that it had done little to address the seri-
ous issues and concerns the UCCA had brought up in a letter 
sent a year earlier, and that the situation in Ukraine had 
indeed gotten worse. The pressure on Ms. Tymoshenko, Yurii 
Lutsenko and other members of the opposition had 
increased, and the whitewashing of Soviet crimes such as the 
Holodomor continued unabated. The UCCA renewed its call 
for constructive dialogue and said it was willing to meet with 
Mr. Yanukovych, “but only when democratic principles are 
adhered to in all branches of Ukraine’s government and when 
we detect from you a genuine concern for the Ukrainian 
nation and the trials that it continues to suffer.” 

On January 13 the Trenton, N.J., branch of the Ukrainian 
American Youth Association (UAYA) presented a donation of 
$100,000 for the Capital Improvement Project Campaign at 
the UAYA campground in Ellenville, N.Y., whose goal is to raise 
$1 million towards renovations and improvements at the 
beloved “oselia.” The campground, operating for over 50 
years, plays a critical role for the organization, as it hosts sum-
mer camps, jamborees, congresses, sporting events, festivals 
and other events for the Ukrainian community. There were 
other fund-raisers for the oselia during the year, including a 
masquerade gala at the Ukrainian Institute of America on 
November 12. 

The Washington Group on February 19 held its annual 
Leadership Conference, during which a distinguished panel of 
speakers discussed the state of Ukraine under President 
Yanukovych. Most of the speakers, ranging from policy advi-
sors to scholars to former ambassadors, agreed the current 
administration is noted for backsliding on rights and free-
doms, and for its authoritarian tendencies. Despite these neg-
ative trends, speakers said Ukraine’s system cannot yet be 
compared to Russia’s or Belarus’s as the opposition and civil 
society are still much stronger, and the Yanukovych govern-
ment’s drop in popularity means it will continue to face 
increasing pressure from within.

A group of Ukrainian students studying in the U.S. held a 
meeting on March 18 with Konstantyn Kudryk, the consul 
general for Ukraine in Chicago, in an attempt to better coordi-

The ribbon-cutting on August 28 at Cleveland’s Lesia 
Ukrainka statue by Ukrainian National Women’s League of 
America Branch 8, which was responsible for raising funds 

for the statue’s restoration. 

Markian Hadzewycz
Lawrence Silverman of the State Department addresses  
The Washington Group’s Leadership Conference on 

February 19. Ambassador Steven Pifer is on the right. 

Stefan Kaczurak 

UNIS Director Michael Sawkiw Jr. presents the 
Hrushevsky Award to Sen. Richard Lugar (R-Ind.) 
during the celebration of Ukrainian Independence Day 

held in Washington on September 15. 

nate amongst themselves. The Ukrainian government cur-
rently doesn’t support the education of talented youth abroad 
and doesn’t maintain a database of students at American uni-
versities. The key idea negotiated at this meeting was to 
establish a traditional of annual receptions at the Consulate to 
greet Ukrainian students in Chicago and help them bond in a 
new country – an event comparable to the current tradition of 
the U.S. ambassador to Ukraine meeting with new Ukrainian 
Fulbright scholars. The meeting’s participants also agreed to 
reach out to the international offices of Chicago-area universi-
ties to help identify Ukrainian students who might be inter-
ested in meeting up and coordinating activities.

The Federation of Ukrainian Student Organizations of 
America (known as SUSTA) held its annual conference at 
Drexel University on April 8-10. SUSTA is a non-profit organi-
zation run by students that represents and defends Ukrainian 
interests at U.S. universities. Over 30 students and young pro-
fessionals attended the conference, which featured presenta-
tions on Ukrainian history, culture, people, politics and cur-
rent events. Among the guest speakers were former 
Ukrainian dissident Sviatoslav Karavansky and Dr. Alexander 
Motyl; the keynote speaker was journalist Myroslava 
Gongadze. The newly elected SUSTA board is led by Maksym 
Plakhotnyuk, president. Also during 2011, SUSTA unveiled its 
new website, located at www.ukrainianstudents.org.

Americans for Human Rights in Ukraine (AHRU) marked 
three decades of human rights advocacy, which all began with 
a small meeting of activists who were interested in bringing 
hope and relief to Soviet prisoners of conscience. Some 
thought that after independence in 1991 the organization 
could disband after successfully raising awareness about so 
many Soviet-era dissidents, but events in Ukraine showed 
that problems persist. In its many years, AHRU has worked to 
defend Ukrainian political prisoners, helped establish the U.S. 
Commission on the Ukraine Famine, warned of the dangers of 
Chornobyl and its aftereffects, and raised funds for women’s 
monasteries and children’s clinics. True to its name, AHRU 
continues to work with Amnesty International in defense of 
Ukrainian prisoners of conscience.

The Ukrainian Congress Committee of America (UCCA) 
and its Washington bureau, the Ukrainian National 
Information Service (UNIS) organized Ukrainian Days in 
Washington on April 6-7 to promote closer contacts between 
Ukrainian Americans and their members of Congress. Over a 
dozen participants took time to attend a UCCA briefing ses-
sion to discuss their strategy and goals before heading out to 
meetings with representatives and senators. Attendees urged 
the members of Congress to reform the visa process for 
Ukrainians and restructure U.S. foreign assistance to Ukraine, 
updated them on Chornobyl’s aftermath and the civil rights 
situation in Ukraine, and discussed the affects of the U.S.-
Russia “reset” on Ukraine. 

Ukrainians across North America in April commemorated 
the 25th anniversary of the Chornobyl disaster. In Boston, the 
local branch of the UCCA worked with photographer Tania 
Mychajlyshyn D’Avignon to put together a traveling exhibit of 
54 sepia-toned photographs of Ms. D’Avignon’s visit to 
Chornobyl, while the Harvard Ukrainian Research Institute 
co-sponsored a one-day seminar on Chornobyl 25 years later. 

Ronya Lozynskyj
Demonstrators gather on September 21 near Ukraine’s 
Mission to the United Nations to protest the policies of the  

Yanukovych administration.

Chicago Ukrainians came together for a multifaceted con-
ference on Chornobyl featuring guest speakers, a photography 
exhibit and a documentary film, and the city’s Ukrainian 
National Museum hosted a “Chornobyl + 25” exhibit. 

Ukrainians in Philadelphia came together at the Ukrainian 
Catholic Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception for a solemn 
ceremony in remembrance of the disaster’s anniversary. The 
event was held in cooperation with the Japanese American 
community, in view of the Fukushima nuclear disaster that 
occurred in March. 

The Northeast Regional Conference on the Social Studies 
included a presentation about the Ukrainian Famine-
Genocide at its session in April, and teachers who participated 
received a booklet that includes a synopsis about the 
Holodomor. In related news, Boston’s Ukrainian American 
community began a campaign to gather signatures for a peti-
tion in support of S. 234, a bill on the teaching of the 
Holodomor in Massachusetts schools. In June, the Joint House 
Committee on Education of the Massachusetts state legisla-
ture heard presentations by members of the Ukrainian 
American community on various aspects of the Holodomor 
and why it must be included in the state curriculum. 

The Sisters of St. Basil the Great celebrated the centennial 
of the arrival of their religious order to the U.S. with a sympo-
sium on April 30 at the Basilian Spirituality Center in Fox 
Chase Manor, Pa. The order came to the U.S. in 1911 and faced 
many challenges, such as animosity from the Latin hierarchy, 
lack of administrative organization and funding from the 
Ruthenian Greek-Catholic Church, demoralized younger gen-
erations and a great number of homeless orphans. But the 
Basilian order persevered, grew, published school textbooks 
and a monthly magazine, and established a renowned college, 
Manor Junior College, which now is Manor College.

The UCCA issued a statement in May harshly condemning 
the Yanukovych government’s backsliding on democracy, bla-
tant harassment of civic activists and opposition leaders, the 
constant curtailing of freedom of speech and the desecration 
of Ukraine’s cultural heritage. The statement said the criminal 
case filed against Ms. Tymoshenko was a personal vendetta 
that violated individual rights and the Constitution, and that 
Education Minister Dmytro Tabachnyk’s anti-Ukrainian poli-
cies had to be stopped. The UCCA appealed to the U.S. govern-
ment, as a strategic partner, to take steps to come to the 
defense of liberty and civil rights in Ukraine, as these viola-
tions threaten Ukraine’s transition to a stable, modern 
European democracy.

On Memorial Day weekend, the Ukrainian National 
Women’s League of America held its 29th convention, at 
which it reviewed the organization’s recent campaigns and 
achievements and discussed future goals. Certificates of 
appreciation were given to veteran members with 50 or more 
years of service, and elections were held for new officers. 
Re-elected to head the new board was Marianna Zajac. The 
UNWLA discussed creating an endowment for a women’s 
studies program at the Ukrainian Catholic University (UCU) in 
Lviv, the deteriorating political situation in Ukraine and the 
Chornobyl aftermath. On November 20 the UNWLA presented 
a check for $25,000 – the first installment of the $100,000 it 
pledged to UCU – to the Rev. Dr. Borys Gudziak, the universi-
ty’s rector. 

The UCCA National Council announced in June that the 
New Ukrainian Wave Inc. had been accepted as a member of 

http:www.ukrainianstudents.org
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Illya M. Labunka
Zenon and Nadia Matkiwsky at the November 21 press 
conference at which the closing of the Children of 
Chornobyl Relief and Development Fund was announced. 

the UCCA. NUW is a not-for-profit educational and cultural 
organization that focuses primarily on the needs and interests 
of the most recent Ukrainian immigrants. UCCA President 
Tamara Olexy stressed the importance of this partnership, 
saying that “for such unity to flourish, we must endeavor to 
include our newest immigrants into the ranks of our estab-
lished organizations in the U.S.” 

At the Ukrainian National Credit Union Association’s 30th 
annual meeting in Warren, Mich., on June 10-11, 13 Ukrainian 
American credit unions gathered to discuss current issues 
facing credit unions and to elect a new board of directors. As 
of December 2010, the assets of the 16 UNCUA member 
credit unions totaled $2.4 billion and over 104,000 members 
of Ukrainian credit unions were counted. Despite the reces-
sion, in 2010 Ukrainian credit unions contributed nearly 
$4.4 million in support of community organizations. Bohdan 
Kurczak of Self Reliance New York Federal Credit Union was 
elected chair of the UNCUA board of directors; Orysia 
Burdiak was elected president of the association. The meet-
ing was hosted by the Ukrainian Future Credit Union, which 
was celebrating its 50th anniversary.

After being a center for Ukrainian community gatherings 
for decades, the Ukrainian American Citizens Club of 
Allentown, Pa., was forced to shut its doors in June due to 
declining patronage and revenue. At its peak in the 1940s 
the club boasted some 1,500 members in the Lehigh Valley. 
However, like other ethnic groups and their community cen-
ters before them, the Ukrainian community either assimilat-
ed or moved out of the area. 

Members of the executive board of the UCCA met with vari-
ous governmental and non-governmental officials in 
Washington in mid-July to discuss issues of importance to the 
community. On the eve of the meeting, a U.S.-Ukraine Working 
Group dinner was the venue for a discussion about the alarm-
ing lack of human, cultural and religious rights amongst the 
10-million-strong Ukrainian community in Russia. The next 
day UCCA officials held a meeting with Ukraine’s Ambassador 
to the U.S. Olexander Motsyk to discuss the Holodomor memo-
rial, diaspora issues and U.S.-Ukraine relations. Representatives 
then met with members of the Ukraine, Belarus and Moldova 
Bureau of the State Department to cover topics such as the U.S.-
Ukraine Strategic Partnership Commission and the deteriorat-
ing political situation in Ukraine. 

Ukrainian National Women’s League of America Branch 8 
of Cleveland spearheaded efforts to restore a bronze statue of 
Ukrainian poetess Lesia Ukrainka in the city’s Rockefeller 
Park. Dedicated in 1961, this statue is one of several 
Ukrainian busts that grace the Ukrainian section of 
Rockefeller Park’s Cultural Gardens. After months of effort, 
the newly renovated statue was unveiled on August 28 during 
the city’s One World Day festivities, with special guests Mayor 
Frank Jackson and Rep. Dennis Kucinich.

On September 15, the Ukrainian Congress Committee of 
America (UCCA), in co-sponsorship with the Congressional 

Ukrainian Caucus, hosted a special commemoration of the 
20th anniversary of Ukraine’s independence on Capitol Hill. 
The Senate conference room overlooking the dome of the U.S. 
Capitol was filled with Ukrainian hierarchs, dignitaries from 
various countries, numerous past and present government 
officials, guests from Ukraine, members of Congress and 
Ukrainian American community activists. They gathered to 
celebrate a free and independent Ukrainian state, as well as to 
witness the presentation of the Michael Hrushevsky Award, 
named in honor of 20th century Ukraine’s first president, 
which is presented for efforts in promoting U.S.-Ukraine rela-
tions. 

The recipients of 2011 Hrushevsky Awards were: Sen. 
Richard Lugar (R-Ind.), Rep. Sander Levin (D-Mich.), former 
U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine Roman Popadiuk, Rep. Marcy 
Kaptur (D-Ohio) and former Congressmen Bob Schaffer 
(R-Colo.) and Don Ritter (R-Pa.). Due to prior commitments, 
former U.S. Ambassadors to Ukraine Steven Pifer, Carlos 
Pascual, John Herbst and William Taylor, and the current 
ambassador to Ukraine, John Tefft, as well as Reps. Danny 
Davis (D-Ill.) and Bill Pascrell (D-N.J.) and former Rep. Hertel 
(D-Mich.) were unable to receive their Hrushevsky Awards at 
the luncheon, but received them at a later date. 

The celebratory program began with opening remarks 
from Michael Sawkiw Jr., director of the Ukrainian National 
Information Service, the UCCA’s public affairs bureau based 
in Washington, who noted that, “For the past 20 years, the 
Ukrainian people have shown those of us who have enjoyed 
democracy for generations may have forgotten that one 
should never take freedom for granted.” Panel presentations 
on Ukraine and hopes for its democratic development fol-
lowed the anniversary luncheon. 

Representatives of major Ukrainian American museums 
and archives came together in Cleveland on September 
16-18 to discuss their shared missions of preserving and 
promoting Ukraine’s national heritage. The Ukrainian 
Museum-Archives (UMA) of Cleveland organized the confer-
ence to promote a nationwide conversation on how to stay 
relevant in the 21st century, how to sustain museum’s mis-
sions and fund-raise, how to share ideas that benefit all of 
their organizations, and the like. 

Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization in the United States 
held its 30th biennial national convention at Soyuzivka on 
October 21-23, during what was the Plast’s 100th anniversa-
ry year. Elected to head Plast U.S.A. was a new National Plast 
Command headed by Dr. Christine Kochan.

After 22 years of service, the New Jersey-based Children 
of Chornobyl Relief and Development Fund announced at a 
November 21 press conference in Kyiv and in its winter 2011 
newsletter that it was concluding its humanitarian mission 
and medical programs in February 2012. At the same time, 
CCRDF announced its final project: a comprehensive tele-
medicine program that, according to a news release from the 
organization, aims “to bring Ukraine’s healthcare into the 
21st century.” The project, whose cost is estimated at 
$620,000, will connect 13 hospitals across Ukraine by pro-
viding the latest medical technology to facilitate real-time 
visual consultations with doctors in a global network. The 
organization’s first medical airlift dates back to February 
1990. Since its founding, CCRDF has delivered more than $63 
million worth of medical assistance to Ukraine. 

A special requiem service held at St. Patrick’s Cathedral in 
New York on November 19 attracted thousands of 
Ukrainians to come together and pray for the millions of vic-
tims of the Holodomor – the Famine-Genocide of 1932-1933. 
Hierarchs of both the Ukrainian Catholic and Ukrainian 
Orthodox Churches concelebrated the requiem and the 
Dumka Chorus sang the responses. Sen. Charles Schumer of 
New York, now a regular speaker at the annual memorial 
services, underscored the necessity of remembering the 
Holodomor’s victims and standing up to evil. 

Andrew Zwarych 

Participants of the 2011 SUSTA conference, hosted by the Drexel University Ukrainian Society on April 8-10. 

Ukrainians in Canada 
celebrate 120 years 

The official 
logo for the 

120th anniver-
sary of Ukrainian

settlement in 
Canada, which was

unveiled by the
Ukrainian Canadian Congress 

on May 23. 

Celebrations of the 120th anniver-
sary of Ukrainian settlement in Canada 

began on May 23 at the Ukrainian Cultural 
l lberta. It was the officiHeritage Vi lage in A al 

launch of a full year’s celebrations (which will last through 
September 2012), under the umbrella of the Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress (UCC). In attendance were descendants 
of Iwan Pylypow, Nykola Tychkowsky and Anton Paish – the 
original immigrants from Nebyliv, Halychyna, who came to 
Canada in 1891. The official 120th anniversary logo, the 
result of a nationwide call for proposals, was made public. 
The winning submission (out of 30 submitted) was by 
Toronto-based artist Oleh Lesiuk, who has worked as an art-
ist in Canada since 1992 and is a graduate of the Lviv 
National Academy of Applied and Decorative Arts. 

A song, called “Edna Star” to commemorate the 120th 
anniversary of the Ukrainian settlement of Canada was writ-
ten by Steve Andrusiak of London, Ontario, former drummer 
of the group Rushnychok. The music was composed by 
accordionist Igor Zhylyak, also of London. In the title, “Edna” 
and “Star” are the communities first settled by the Ukrainians 
who followed the original immigrants Pylypow and Eleniak 
to Alberta. The place names combine to form the name of a 
woman whom Mr. Andrusiak imagines to be mature, know-
ing, serene, sweet and even regal – like the landscape that 
greeted the Ukrainian settlers. The song traces the singer’s 
progression, first as a pioneer, then as an immigrant seeking 
work and acceptance, then as an accomplished citizen and 
finally as an appreciative descendant. It is meant to be per-
formed at concerts, around campfires and at dances. 

As the Ukrainian community marked the 120th anniversa-
ry of its settlement in Canada, it also began preparations for a 
celebration much larger in scope – the 125th anniversary in 
2016. On December 20 the UCC announced the appointment 
of a national resident historian – Radomir Bilash, senior histo-
rian for the Ukrainian Cultural Heritage Village, project man-
ager of the Alberta-Ukraine Genealogical Project and presi-
dent of the Canadian Association of Ukrainian Ethnology. He is 
the author of numerous articles on Ukrainian Canadian cul-
ture and history and a researcher/consultant for the Canadian 
Museum of Civilization. Mr. Bilash’s first task will be to devel-
op a webpage through the Commemorative Committee and 
the Ukrainian Canadian Congress. He will also be available, on 
an ongoing basis, to respond to direct requests for texts, 
scripts and other materials to be used in anniversary event 
programs, interpretive displays and works of artistic inspira-
tion. 

The Ukrainian Canadian community held its inaugural 
“Ukrainian Day on the Hill” with a celebration of culture and 
heritage with over 400 guests present. The event was cou-
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pled with two days of meetings between Ukrainian communi-
ty leaders and political leaders, diplomats and government 
officials. The purpose of these meetings was to inform deci-
sion-makers about issues important to the Ukrainian 
Canadian community, particularly the 120th anniversary of 
Ukrainian settlement in Canada. 

In his address that evening, UCC National President Paul 
Grod underscored that, “we have a deep sense of our birth-
right as Canadians who settled western Canada and shaped 
Canadian values, which is coupled with a devout connection 
to our Ukrainian heritage and ancestral homeland. As we cel-
ebrate 120 years of Ukrainian settlement in Canada, we must 
continue to be strong advocates of core Canadian values by 
engaging our fellow citizens and government to stand with 
the Ukrainian people and to oppose all efforts, inside Ukraine 
and from outside its borders, that would undermine 
Ukraine’s hard-won independence.”

As it showcased the 120th anniversary of Ukrainian settle-
ment in Canada, the Toronto Bloor West Village Ukrainian 
Festival celebrated its own 15th anniversary on September 
16-18. The festival site was extended by two city blocks and 
there were several new pavilions. Thanks to a Celebrate 
Ontario tourism grant, the festival was able to feature perform-
ers and ensembles from across Canada. The headline perform-
er was the group Mandry who came from Ukraine. The 
Canadian Lemko Association sponsored the Lemko Tower 
Youth Ensemble from Lemkivschyna. There were many local 
groups from Toronto. Another new addition was the Film Fest, 
with directors Halia Kuchmij, Jurij Klufas and Roxy 
Toporowych on hand to answer questions about their films. 
The annual parade was the largest in festival history and 
included over 60 entries with 2,000 participants. The top win-
ning non-commercial entry was the Ukrainian National 
Federation float depicting the immigration of Ukrainians to 
Canada on a colorful ship. As always, there was no shortage of 
delicious Ukrainian food. Attendance was estimated at more 
than 550,000 people, making the Bloor West Village Ukrainian 
Festival the largest Ukrainian festival in North America. 

Remembering the Holodomor 

On November 26, Prime Minister Harper joined Canadians 
in remembering and honoring those who suffered and per-
ished during the Ukrainian Famine-Genocide of 1932-1933. 
In his statement, Mr. Harper encouraged all Canadians to par-
ticipate in the many Holodomor commemoration ceremonies 
across the country and to learn about this terrible episode in 
human history. Mr. Harper noted that in 2008 Canada became 
the first nation to recognize the Holodomor as an act of geno-
cide and passed legislation that established the fourth 
Saturday in November as Holodomor Memorial Day. Several 
Members of Parliament also issued statements on the 
Holodomor commemoration: Peter Goldring (Conservative, 
Alberta); James Bezan (Conservative, Manitoba); Kevin 
Lamoureux (Liberal, Manitoba). 

The UCC continued its lobbying of the Canadian govern-
ment, greatly helped by its office in Ottawa, which is run by 
UCC Executive Director Taras Zalusky. The UCC presented a 
submission to the government’s consultations on immigra-
tion. The submission stated that the Ukrainian community 
had helped to build this country and must work to ensure 
that a balanced approach among diverse ethnicities is includ-
ed in Canada’s future immigration plan. Specific recommen-
dations from the UCC report on immigration touched upon 
immigration targets, visas, the Canadian Embassy and 
Consulates in Ukraine and the new language requirements for 
immigrants. Serhiy Koroliuk, UCC Immigration Committee co-
chair, stated: “The Ukrainian community is willing to assist 
Citizenship and Immigration Canada with the development of 
ways to implement the recommendations by providing neces-
sary logistical and implementation support.” 

Canadian Museum of Human Rights 

One issue of particular concern during the year was the 
status of the Canadian Museum of Human Rights (CMHR), 
under construction in Winnipeg, Manitoba. The efforts of the 
UCC have focused on ensuring that the CMHR fairly and equi-
tably represents the Holodomor of 1932-1933 and Canada’s 
first national internment operations in the Canadian taxpay-
er-funded museum. The discussion revolves around the 
CMHR Content Advisory Committee final report (released at 
the end of 2010), which wrote that the museum will have 12 
subject matter “zones” with only two being permanent – 
those dealing with aboriginal peoples in Canada and the 
Holocaust. The UCC position has been that the Holodomor 
also to be provided with permanent exhibit space. 

In April, when Minister of Canadian Heritage James Moore 
was quoted as saying that the Holodomor and the internment 
operations would not be permanently included in the CMHR, 
UCC President Grod responded: “The museum’s board, man-
agement and the government have repeatedly given vague 
assurances that the Holodomor and Canada’s first national 
internment operations will be included in some permanent 
fashion. Now the minister is vacillating...” 

The most critical stand about the CMHR’s content has been 
taken by Prof. Lubomyr Luciuk, who voiced his opinions in an 
article titled “Is the CMHR truly committed to telling Canadian 
stories?” The main thrust of the article was that the CMHR has 

given a disproportionate share of permanent exhibit space to 
Jewish suffering during World War II to the detriment of fair 
treatment of other killings and genocides, and hence the 
CMHR is not meeting its stated goal of “contributing to the 
collective memory and sense of identity of all Canadians.” 

Those advocating for a greater presence of the Holodomor 
in the CMHR received support from Liberal Members of 
Parliament. Their statement, released on February 23, read: 

“One of the fundamental and most basic of human rights is 
the right to nourishment – the right to food. In the case of the 
Holodomor, this was the first genocide that was methodically
planned out and perpetrated by depriving the very people 
who were the producers of food of their nourishment. What is 
especially horrific is that the withholding of food was used as 
a weapon of genocide perpetrated by Soviet authorities in 
1932-1933 against the Ukrainian people. This has been rec-
ognized as such by the Parliament of Canada. The Canadian 
Museum for Human Rights presents an opportunity to illus-
trate the promise and the importance of human rights, but 
sadly part of its mission will necessarily also be to educate 
Canadians about the consequences of denying those rights. 
The Holodomor is as graphic and moving an illustration as 
can be imagined of the denial of the basic Human Right to 
Food. We, federal Liberal Party Members of Parliament, hold 
that this publicly funded national Canadian museum should 
create and operate a permanent gallery dedicated to the 
Holodomor, and that the board of Directors of the CMHR 
should embrace and include respected members of the 
Ukrainian Canadian community with expertise in the 
Holodomor. By having the Holodomor in a permanent zone 
(exhibit) in our national human rights museum, Canada 
would fulfill its traditional role in leading the world in the pro-
motion of human rights.”

In spite of the uncertainty that has been generated about 
the status of the Holodomor in the exhibit space of the muse-
um, researchers at the CMHR are aware that there are a lot of 
research materials on the Holodomor available in the 
Ukrainian community. Representatives of the Ukrainian 
Canadian Research and Documentation Center (UCRDC) met 
in January with Dr. Clint Curle, a researcher at the CMHR 
whose research responsibilities there include the Ukrainian 
Famine-Genocide of 1932-1933. Dr. Curle wanted to discuss 
the archival materials and resources available at the center 
pertaining to the Holodomor. Dr. Frank Sysyn, historical con-
sultant to the UCRDC, presented the current state of academ-
ic research on the Holodomor; Iroida Wynnyckyj, head archi-
vist, introduced Dr. Curle to the UCRDC’s archival collection 
on the Holodomor; researcher Orest Zakydalsky spoke about 
the center’s ongoing joint project with the UCC – the collec-
tion of Holodomor eyewitness testimony; Valentina Kuryliw 
of the board of directors described the educational resources 
available on the Holodomor and presented Dr. Curle with a 
Holodomor Teaching Kit; Switlana Medwicky, curator of the 
“Barbed Wire Solution” exhibit, reviewed the resources avail-
able at the UCRDC on Canada’s World War I internment of 
Ukrainians. An open and frank discussion followed on how 
the Holodomor might best be presented at the CMHR, with 
Dr. Curle saying he looked for further research cooperation 
between the CMHR and the UCRDC. 

Ukrainian Canadians’ relations with Ukraine 

In July, Foreign Affairs Minister John Baird announced the 
appointment of a new Canadian ambassador to Ukraine: Troy 
Lulashnyk. Mr. Lulashnyk joined the Department of Foreign 
Affairs and International Trade in 1999 after working with 
the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission as a nuclear non-
proliferation officer and with the Nuclear and Chemical 
Disarmament Implementation Agency. He succeeded Daniel 
Caron, who had been Canada’s ambassador to Ukraine since 
July 2008. Mr. Lulashnyk is a native Manitoban whose family
came to Canada from the Ternopil area of Ukraine in 1899. 

Two awards were given to Canadians for their work on 

Ukrainian Canadian Congress 

The Ukrainian Canadian community on October 28 presents a check for $110,000 to UNICEF Canada for Somali Famine relief. 

behalf of issues related to Ukraine. On January 22, Member of 
the Provincial Parliament (MPP) of Ontario Dave Levac was 
named a chevalier of the Ukrainian Order of Merit by Dr. Ihor 
Ostash, Ukraine’s ambassador to Canada. Mr. Levac had been 
awarded by the Yushchenko administration for his work on 
increasing knowledge and awareness of the Holodomor 
through his co-sponsorship of the “Holodomor Memorial Day 
Act, 2009,” passed by the Legislative Assembly of Ontario, 
which established the fourth Saturday of every November as 
Holodomor Memorial Day in Ontario.

On March 21, Frédérick Lavoie, investigative journalist of 
La Presse of Montreal, became the fourth recipient of the John 
Syrnick Journalism Award sponsored by the Ukrainian 
Canadian Foundation of Taras Shevchenko. Mr. Lavoie received 
the 2011 award for his comprehensive coverage of the politi-
cal situation in Ukraine from September 2009 to September 
2010. The award was presented by Andrew Hladyshevsky, 
president of the Shevchenko Foundation. A native of 
Chicoutimi, Quebec, Mr. Lavoie is a freelance journalist who 
has been based in Moscow since 2008. He writes primarily for 
the French-language Montreal newspaper La Presse, but also 
does work for Radio Canada, Radio Suisse Romande, La Croix, 
Le Soir, La Tribune de Genève, Le Figaro and other European 
media. In his remarks at the award ceremony, M. Lavoie said, 
that, if he could, he would dedicate the prize to all his 
Ukrainian colleagues because he thought that it was more dif-
ficult for them to cover Ukraine currently than it was for him.

There are groups all across Canada that support institu-
tions and initiatives in Ukraine. One of the most active has 
been Friends of Dzherelo – the Toronto-based fund-raising 
group for the Dzherelo Children’s Rehabilitation Center in 
Lviv, which helps children with special physical and develop-
mental needs. This year, the group organized a unique benefit 
held on November 6 at St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church 
hall. Called “Not Your Baba’s Borsch,” it featured a competition 
for The Golden Beet Award for the best borsch. The competi-
tors were four top Toronto chefs and the judging panel includ-
ed Tom Birchard, proprietor of the Veselka Restaurant in New 
York City. All guests took part in voting for the best borsch. 
The high points of the event were the presentation of The 
Golden Beet Award, which was won by Tatiana Shabotynsky 
of La Petite Chef Catering Company, and the announcement 
that $25,000 had been raised for Dzherelo. 

The case of Yulia Tymoshenko cast a long shadow over 
relations with Ukraine and negatively influenced the 
Ukrainian Canadian community’s judgment of the 
Yanukovych regime. After the August 5 arrest and detention 
of Yulia Tymoshenko in Kyiv, several hundred members of the 
Ukrainian Canadian community in Toronto held a rally out-
side Ukraine’s Consulate General to protest against the 
increasing political repressions in Ukraine. Community lead-
ers, among them UCC Ontario Provincial Council President 
Yvan Baker and UCC Toronto Branch President Oksana Rewa, 
spoke to the crowd. Also addressing the crowd were several 
Canadian politicians: federal MP Ted Opitz (Conservative), 
former MP Borys Wrzesnewskyj (Liberal) and MP Peggy 
Nash (New Democrat). Ms. Nash said that, “To jail a former 
prime minister and not allow bail is shameful... an affront to 
democracy. We expect better from Ukraine.”

Members of the UCC (who were in Kyiv at the World 
Forum of Ukrainians) on August 25 attended proceedings of 
the trial of Ms. Tymoshenko at the Pechersky District Court. 
During a break in the court proceedings, Ms. Tymoshenko 
spoke briefly with the UCC representatives. 

Miscellany 

On March 24, the Legislative Assembly of Ontario passed 
The Ukrainian Heritage Day Act that proclaims September 7 
each year as Ukrainian Heritage Day in the province. During 
the debate on the bill, members of all three parties – 
Progressive Conservative, Liberal and New Democratic – rose 
to voice their support of the bill, which was introduced by 
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MPP Gerry Martiniuk (Cambridge) and co-sponsored by MPP 
Donna Cansfield (Etobicoke Center) and MPP Cheri DiNovo 
(Parkdale-High Park). 

The preamble to the bill includes the following: “Ontarians 
of Ukrainian descent have left and continue to leave a historic 
mark on our province. Their contributions span communities 
across Ontario and are reflected in our economic, political,
social and cultural life. Ukrainian Canadians have played an 
important role in the development of Ontario into one of the 
most desirable places in the world to live and have contribut-
ed to making Canada the great country that it is today. It is 
important to recognize and celebrate these contributions.” 

Ukrainians were making themselves noticed, not only in 
Ontario, but also in Quebec. On March 20, the St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade was held in Montreal and, for the 10th consecutive 
year, Montreal’s Ukrainian community participated under the 
name “Ukraine on Parade.” The driving force behind ensuring 
the Ukrainian community’s participation in the parade has 
been Edward Dorozowsky, who grew up in Pointe St. Charles 
of Montreal, a working-class district that had high concentra-
tions of both Ukrainians and Irish. Mr. Dorozowsky has made 
sure that all the people who line the streets of Montreal for 
the St. Patrick’s Day Parade know that Ukrainians are present 
in Montreal. The St. Patrick’s Day Parade is a 187-year tradi-
tion in Montreal, and Ukrainians first participated in 1942. 
The Ukrainian community’s participation was reintroduced 
in 2002. Included in the festivities has been the nomination of 
a Ukrainian of the Year who rides in the parade. This year’s 
nominee was James Slobodian from Royun-Noranda in north-
ern Quebec, president of the Camp Spirit Lake Corp. 

Hundreds of people gathered in Ottawa on June 26 for the 
unveiling of the new Taras Shevchenko monument located on 
the grounds of St. John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Shrine. 
The ceremony was sponsored by the Taras Shevchenko 
Monument Committee of Ottawa and the Embassy of Ukraine 
in Canada. This year marks the 150th anniversary of 
Shevchenko’s burial. The statue was created by world-
renowned Ukrainian sculptor Leo Mol (Leonid Molodozhanyn). 
At the unveiling ceremony, greetings were given by 
Ambassador of Ukraine to Canada Dr. Ihor Ostash; Orest 
Dubas, chairman of the Ottawa Shevchenko Monument 
Organizing Committee; Sen. Raynell Andreychuk and other 
members of Parliament. The monument was blessed by hier-
archs of the Ukrainian Catholic and Ukrainian Orthodox 
Churches. Soil from Kaniv, Ukraine  the location of 
Shevchenko’s gravesite  was brought for the official unveiling 
ceremony. 

In August, the UCC launched a joint fund-raiser for African 
Famine Relief, moved by the memories of the millions of lives 
lost in the Holodomor. On October 28, the UCC presented a 
check for $110,000 to UNICEF Canada for African Famine 
Relief. As this donation was eligible for the federal govern-
ment’s dollar matching program, the actual donation was for 
the sum of $220,000. 

Participating in the check presentation was Holodomor 
survivor Stephan Horlatsch, who said “Let’s help people in 
need, let’s save Somalia.” UNICEF Canada President David 
Morley, who accepted the check, remarked that “the ongoing 
generosity of supporters like the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress is critical to saving children’s lives.” The fund-raising 
campaign was chaired by Mr. Wrzesnewskyj. 

Ukrainian Canadians in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, were 
witnesses on September 24 to the official recognition by the 
government of Canada of the St. Petro Mohyla Institute as a 
National Historic Site. A trilingual bronze plaque – in English, 
French and Ukrainian – mounted near the institute’s 
entrance, now marks this designation. The master of ceremo-
nies for the program was Allan Duddridge, Saskatchewan 
member of the Historic Sites and Monuments Board of 

UCCLA 

The ribbon-cutting at the inauguration of the Spirit Lake Internment Camp Interpretive Center on November 24 
used symbolic barbed wire. From left are: Members of Parliament Peter Goldring (Alberta) and James Bezan 
(Manitoba); Minister of Citizenship and Immigration Jason Kenney; Andrew Hladyshevsky, president of the Taras 

Shevchenko Foundation; and James Slobodian, president of the Spirit Lake Camp Corporation. 

Canada. Present at the ceremony were Don Atchison, mayor 
of Saskatoon; Ken Krawetz, deputy premier of Saskatchewan; 
and Dr. Frances Swiripa, historian of the University of Alberta 
who, six years earlier had started the process for the award. 
The plaque was blessed by the Rev. Victor Lakusta, chancellor 
of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada. 

The award ceremony coincided with the celebration of the 
95th anniversary of the institute’s founding in 1916. This cel-
ebration continued with an evening banquet at which jazz 
pianist John Stech, an alumnus of the Mohyla Ukrainian 
Summer School, entertained. At the banquet, Board President 
Steve Senyk commented that, by virtue of this prestigious 
designation, the institute had become a member of Canada’s 
family of National Historic Sites, which includes places, peo-
ple, and events of national historic significance. Although the 
institute operated as a co-ed student residence, it also served 
as a center for cultural and religious events and ran an extra-
curricular program in Ukrainian culture. It was the primary 
cultural center in the city. The institute is named after 
Metropolitan Petro Mohyla, a leader of the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church in the 17th century. It was called the P. 
Mohyla Ukrainian Institute until 1996 when Metropolitan 
Petro Mohyla was canonized and it then became the St. Petro 
Mohyla Institute. 

On November 24, the Spirit Lake Internment Camp 
Interpretive Center was opened to the general public by the 
Camp Spirit Lake Corp. (CSLC), which is headed by Mr. 
Slobodian. Spirit Lake, located 370 miles northwest of 
Montreal, was the second largest internment camp estab-
lished during Canada’s first internment operations in 1914-
1920. The overwhelming majority of the 1,200 interned 
there were Ukrainians. The opening of the center was attend-
ed by the Minister of Citizenship and Immigration Jason 
Kenney, who called the internment operations a “blight” on 
the country’s history. The idea of the Spirit Lake project, cost-
ing over $1 million, had been under development for the last 
10 years. The Camp Spirit Lake Corp. received a major grant 
from the federally funded Canadian First World War 
Internment Recognition Fund. This grant, along with other 
grants received from local businesses, donations and a grant 
from the Quebec provincial government, made the realization 
of this project possible. 

Judy-Anne Chabun
A trilingual plaque noting its designation as a National Historic Site is unveiled on September 24 at the St. Petro 

Mohyla Institute in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. 

A joint Ukrainian Canadian Civil Liberties Association 
(UCCLA) and Ukrainian Canadian Civil Liberties Foundation 
(UCCLF) conclave was held in Saskatoon. Representatives of 
the UCCLA and officials from the Canadian Museum for 
Human Rights (CMHR) spoke by teleconference during the 
annual conclave. The museum representatives assured the 
UCCLA that the CMHR remains dedicated to reaching out and 
consulting with all Canadians. In response, the UCCLA con-
firmed that they remain dedicated to ensuring that all 12 gal-
leries in this publicly funded museum are inclusive, compara-
tive and thematic in their treatment of the many episodes of 
crimes against humanity and genocides that occurred before, 
during, and after the second world war. 

The UCCLF initiated a group of book prizes that will honor 
the achievements of several Ukrainian Canadians: Kari Moore 
at the University of Victoria; Yevhen Harasymiw at the 
University of Alberta; Lt. Bohdan Panchuk at the Prairie 
Center for Ukrainian Heritage, University of Saskatchewan; 
Cpl. Filip Konowal at the Royal Military College of Canada; 
and internee survivor Mary Manko Haskett, who will be 
remembered with a prize through the Chair of Ukrainian 
Studies at the University of Toronto. The UCCLF also elected a 
new executive chaired by Andriy Harasymiw of Edmonton.

The Ukrainian Canadian Students’ Union (SUSK) held its 
53rd national congress at the University of Ottawa on May 
5-8 with over 60 delegates attending. SUSK is the national 
student organization in Canada, comprising student organi-
zations at post-secondary institutions. The delegates took 
part in informative sessions, professional development, and 
song and dance – a balance of professional and social activi-
ties. Outgoing president Danylo Korbabicz said that, since its 
rebirth in Winnipeg in 2007, SUSK had experienced exponen-
tial growth. More than 200 people attended the SUSK alumni 
banquet at the National Arts Center that featured a keynote 
address by Borys Sirskyj on “Ukrainian Students and 
Community Leaders – Yesterday, Today and in the Future – A 
Voice to be Reckoned With!” Heading the 2011-2012 execu-
tive committee of SUSK is President Olena Kit (McMaster 
University).

The UCC National Youth Advisory Council (NYAC) on June 
15 announced the launch of its online youth survey project 
titled “An Investigation Youth Involvement in the Ukrainian 
Canadian Community.” At the triennial congress of the UCC it 
was resolved that the re-engagement of youth in the 
Ukrainian Canadian community be made a priority and the 
NYAC, comprising of young adults, was formed. To investigate 
factors related to Ukrainian Canadian youth involvement, the 
survey is aimed at young adults between the ages of 16 and 
35. The goals of this survey include: gaining demographic 
information about Ukrainian Canadian youth; identifying fac-
tors that promote or hinder the involvement of youth in the 
Ukrainian Canadian community; defining what it means to 
“be Ukrainian” in the context of Canadian society; and under-
standing the role of Ukrainian language skills in the 21st cen-
tury for Ukrainian Canadian youth.

To end this review of the year 2011, a final item that harks 
back to the Cold War. On October 14, the Ukrainian Canadian 
Civil Liberties Association announced that it had engaged the 
services of a private investigation firm to place a former KGB 
agent under surveillance. A veteran of the KGB had claimed 
sanctuary in a Lutheran church basement in Vancouver, 
although no right of sanctuary exists in Canadian law. 
According to the UCCLA (quoting Vic Toews, minister of pub-
lic security), the KGB man had no right to enter Canada or 
remain in the country. Although not a refugee, he has 
remained in Canada for three years. The UCCLA has stated 
that, until the KGB man is returned to his country of origin, it 
is placing the site where he is hiding under surveillance. If he 
attempts to leave his cellar, he will be apprehended and 
turned over to the Royal Canadian Mounted Police, the coun-
try’s national police. 
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The strange case
of John Demjanjuk 

John Demjanjuk, who turned 91 on April 3, continued 
to be in the news in 2011 – for the 35th year. On January 
14 it was reported that, as Mr. Demjanjuk’s German trial 
on Nazi war crimes charges – being an accessory to the 
murder of nearly 28,060 people at the Nazi death camp at 
Sobibor, Poland – entered its 13th month, the high court 
of Spain had requested an international arrest warrant 
for the former U.S. citizen. 

According to wire service reports, the high court want-
ed to try Mr. Demjanjuk on accusations that he was 
responsible for the deaths of Spaniards at the Flossenberg 
concentration camp, where he allegedly served as a guard 
during World War II. Apparently, Spain would seek his 
extradition once his trial in Germany concluded. 

Meanwhile, in Munich, where Mr. Demjanjuk’s trial had 
begun in November 2009, defense attorney Ulrich Busch 
said on January 18 that the court was acting on the 
assumption his client is guilty. Dr. Busch made the charge 
after the court decided to reject a series of motions made 
by the defense. According to the Associated Press, the 
judges rejected a motion that they recuse themselves 
from the trial because, according to the defense, they 
hadn’t properly considered whether Sobibor was part of 
an earlier trial in Israel. They also refused defense 
requests for more files and to hear more witnesses.

On February 22, in a statement read to the court, Mr. 
Demjanjuk threatened to go on a hunger strike within 
two weeks unless the judges agreed to seek more evi-
dence that he said would exonerate him. 

Mr. Demjanjuk charged that Germany is holding “a 
political show trial” and charged that “Germany’s weap-
ons of torture in this trial include: suppression of exculpa-
tory evidence, falsification of history, introduction of so-
called legal principles which never existed in Germany 
previously, conspiring with fraudulent prosecutors of the 
U.S.A. and Israel, and a reckless refusal of each argument, 
motion and exculpatory piece of evidence my defense has 
submitted which should have already resulted in my 
acquittal and freedom.”

His son, John Jr. issued a statement to the press on that 
same day. He said: 

“If the Germans are interested in justice, they will sim-
ply ask the Russians and the U.S. to turn over all the evi-
dence, including Soviet investigative file 1627 on my 
father and the missing Danilchenko reports. They have 
the access to evidence, and we do not. This case has been 
fraught with government cover-up and prosecutorial mis-
conduct and fraud over the years. So far, this trial has 
been just another chapter of the same injustice.

“Testimonies and official Nazi war records prove 
Soviet POWs faced starvation by the millions or were 
coerced to serve or face execution for desertion. It is 
abhorrent for Germany to now make its former prisoners 
and victims responsible for the crimes committed by 
Germans who in many cases were acquitted or never 
tried by Germany. This is not about justice being better 
late than never. Rather, it is Germany’s continued utter 
failure to accept responsibility for destroying the millions 
of people it captured.”

The evidentiary phase of the trial – which was subject 
to many delays and postponements due to the defen-
dant’s ill health – concluded on March 17 and closing 
arguments in the case were delivered in late March. 
Relatives of people killed at Sobibor and their lawyers 
delivered closing statements on March 23, arguing that 
the evidence showed Mr. Demjanjuk was a guard at the 
death camp and therefore should be found guilty of being 
an accessory to the murder of 28,060 prisoners. In his 
closing statement on March 22, State Prosecutor Hans-
Joachim Lutz demanded a six-year jail term for Mr. 
Demjanjuk, saying he had played an active role in the 
extermination process. Prosecutors could have sought up 
to 15 years.

Mr. Demjanjuk denies that he served as a death camp 
guard and insists that he was a prisoner of war – a Red 
Army soldier captured by the Germans. 

Mary W. Lane wrote in The Wall Street Journal on 
March 21 that, although German authorities had prom-
ised an orderly trial and swift justice in the Demjanjuk 
trial, “it’s clear they have achieved neither.” With closing 
arguments beginning this past week, “The proceedings, 
now in their 15th month, have been bogged down by dis-
putes over the authenticity of key pieces of evidence, the 
90-year-old defendant’s failing health and a torrent of 
defense motions,” she wrote.

“The trial, likely one of the last of its kind, was sup-
posed to signal Germany’s enduring commitment to fac-
ing its past and pursuing justice for Holocaust victims. 
Instead, the country risks a public debacle,” Ms. Lane 
added. She quoted Thomas Henne, a legal historian at the 

John Demjanjuk in a photo from 1993. 

University of Frankfurt, as saying, “It’s turning into exactly 
what the defense wanted.” The problem, he told The Wall 
Street Journal, is that it’s all but impossible to obtain con-
crete evidence or reliable witness testimony 70 years 
after the alleged crimes took place.

Mr. Demjanjuk’s lawyer, Ms. Lane reported, had filed 
hundreds of motions as part of the defense strategy, and 
the judge had recently rejected 350 such motions.

On April 12, a sensational story was released by the 
Associated Press: “An FBI report kept secret for 25 years 
said the Soviet Union ‘quite likely fabricated’ evidence 
central to the prosecution of John Demjanjuk – a revela-
tion that could help the defense as closing arguments 
resume Wednesday in the retired Ohio auto worker’s Nazi 
war crimes trial in Germany.”

The story quoted the 1985 report of the FBI’s 
Cleveland field office, which noted: “Justice is ill-served in 
the prosecution of an American citizen on evidence which 
is not only normally inadmissible in a court of law, but 
based on evidence and allegations quite likely fabricated 
by the KGB.” That report, the AP explained, came four 
years after the Soviets showed U.S. investigators the 
Trawniki card. 

The newly declassified document, an FBI field office 
report discovered by the AP at the National Archives in 
College Park, Md., questioned the authenticity of the 
Trawniki ID card that has been a key piece of evidence 
against Mr. Demjanjuk in past legal proceedings in the 
United States and Israel, and now in Germany. The card 
was considered proof that the defendant, after training at 
the Trawniki camp, served as a guard at the Sobibor death 
camp in Nazi-occupied Poland. 

Mr. Demjanjuk’s attorney in Germany said the FBI 
report cited by the AP was “completely new” and was not 
among the 100,000 pages of U.S. documents related to the 
case that were received by German investigators. The day 
after the AP story hit the wires, Dr. Busch asked the 
Munich court to suspend his client’s trial, saying he need-
ed more time to investigate whether more such material 
could be found at the National Archives in Maryland. 

However, on April 14 the court rejected the defense’s 
request. Judge Ralph Alt said the AP story “does not offer 
any grounds for a suspension” of the trial. “The report 
does not bring forth any concrete aspects that have not 
already been analyzed as part of the examination of evi-
dence,” the judge was quoted as saying.

In presenting the defense’s closing arguments on May 
3-5, Dr. Busch stated that German investigators had failed 
to offer concrete evidence of his client’s involvement in 
Nazi war crimes and were inconsistent in their efforts to 
pursue suspects. He added that, regardless of the trial’s 
outcome, Mr. Demjanjuk was already “a victim of German 
justice,” and he underscored that he had never served as a 
Nazi guard, but suffered under both the Soviet regime and 
the Nazis. 

Dr. Busch also pointed out that West German officials 
had argued in the 1980s that their country didn’t have the 
right to pursue crimes carried out abroad by foreigners 
and that, for decades, they considered non-Germans who 
trained at the Trawniki camp too insignificant to prose-
cute. In his final arguments on May 11, Dr. Busch accused 
Germany of trying to minimize its own culpability by 
prosecuting foreigners like his client. 

The AP reported that Dr. Busch “noted that high-rank-

ing Germans, such as the commander of the Trawniki SS 
camp where Demjanjuk allegedly trained, had been 
acquitted in the past by German courts.” The news service 
quoted the lawyer as asking the court: “Should foreigners 
pay for the crimes of the Germans... in order to acquit 
Germany of its responsibility alone for the Holocaust?”

The AP also noted that Mr. Demjanjuk lay in a bed dur-
ing the court session on May 11, as he had for most of the 
trial, wearing dark sunglasses and showing no reaction to 
Mr. Busch’s remarks. 

Meanwhile, back in the United States, a U.S. judge on 
May 10 appointed a public defender to represent Mr. 
Demjanjuk’s interests in this country, indicating that his 
denaturalization case might be reopened in view of the 
recently declassified FBI report that questioned the 
authenticity of the Trawniki ID card. U.S. District Judge 
Dan Aaron Polster’s order appointed the Office of the 
Federal Public Defender as co-counsel to pro bono coun-
sel Michael E. Tigar. The May 10 ruling came after Federal 
Public Defender Dennis G. Terez argued that the FBI 
report raises “a fundamental issue of fairness” in the 
Demjanjuk case.

The AP quoted Mr. Terez’s May 6 filing: “That issue is: 
Why has the government for almost 30 years withheld, 
contrary to court rule and order, documents which on 
their face are plainly exculpatory and relevant?” He 
argued that “The government should welcome the chance 
to have that cloud lifted so that the outcome of its prose-
cution is not tainted — unless, of course, it has something 
to hide.” 

Mr. Terez’s April 29 motion for reappointment of coun-
sel, a copy of which was received by The Ukrainian 
Weekly, noted that the Office of the Public Defender had 
represented Mr. Demjanjuk almost two decades earlier in 
his denaturalization case. Mr. Terez emphasized: “All of 
Mr. Demjanjuk’s proceedings to date have been potential-
ly tainted by the failure of the United States to provide to 
defense counsel a document that came to the under-
signed attention last week and was the subject of an AP 
news article on April 12, 2011.” 

On May 12 came the verdict of the German court: Mr. 
Demjanjuk was convicted on 28,060 counts of accessory 
to murder, “one for each person who died during the time 
he was ruled to have been a guard at the Sobibor camp in 
Nazi-occupied Poland.” Judge Alt stated that the defen-
dant was “part of the Nazis’ machinery of destruction” 
and noted that “The court is convinced that the defen-
dant… served as a guard at Sobibor from 27 March 1943 
to mid-September 1943.”

The AP’s news story about the verdict pointed out: 
“There was no evidence that Demjanjuk committed a spe-
cific crime. The prosecution was based on the theory that 
if Demjanjuk was at the camp, he was a participant in the 
killing — the first time such a legal argument has been 
made in German courts.” Furthermore, as noted by The 
Guardian (United Kingdom), “no living witness could tes-
tify to having seen Demjanjuk at the concentration camp.”

The court sentenced the former U.S. citizen to five 
years in prison, but ordered him released pending an 
appeal, noting that he did not pose a flight risk. Mr. 
Demjanjuk’s attorney said the appeal could take about 
two years.

The Telegraph (United Kingdom) reported: “The high-
profile trial, seen as one of the last to involve an alleged 
Nazi war criminal, has led to much soul-searching on the 

John Demjanjuk’s German lawyer Ulrich Busch. 
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subject of delayed justice. And the fact that the accused 
was a Ukrainian-born prisoner of war who now faces jus-
tice at the hands of the nation behind the Holocaust has 
also raised questions. He is in fact the first foreigner to be 
judged in Germany for Nazi war crimes.”

On June 9, the Munich court denied Spain’s request for 
Mr. Demjanjuk’s extradition, questioning Spain’s jurisdic-
tion in the case and noting that the evidence presented 
against Mr. Demjanjuk was incomplete.

On July 8, prosecutors in Germany said they had 
dropped their objection to the court-ordered release of 
Mr. Demjanjuk while he appealed his conviction. The AP 
noted that spokeswoman Barbara Stockinger said Mr. 
Demjanjuk has been living in a Bavarian nursing home 
and shows no signs of being a flight risk, therefore, prose-
cutors saw no chance of succeeding with an appeal 
against the court’s decision to allow Mr. Demjanjuk to 
remain free. 

But there was also news on July 16 that he could be 
prosecuted for crimes at the Flossenberg camp between 
October 1943 and December 1944, since Bavarian prose-
cutors opened a new investigation of Mr. Demjanjuk after 
a German attorney filed a complaint accusing him of addi-
tional war crimes. 

In the United States on July 19, public defenders for Mr. 
Demjanjuk filed a motion in U.S. District Court in 
Cleveland, asking a federal judge to overturn the ruling 
that led to his deportation in 2009 to Germany. 

Mr. Demjanjuk’s son, John Jr., told the AP in October
that the family is confident his father’s conviction in 
Germany will be overturned. “We’ve been in this position 
before — he was convicted and sentenced to death not in 
Germany, but in the state of Israel, and on the face of it on 
much more convincing evidence than Germany has ever 
seen — and they were wrong,” he said.

In related news, in early October, it was reported by 
various news services that German prosecutors had 
reopened hundreds of dormant investigations of former 
guards at Nazi death camps and others who might be 
charged with war crimes. They did so because the 
Demjanjuk case in Germany had established a new legal 
precedent whereby a guard’s mere presence at a Nazi 
camp automatically made him an accessory to the mur-
ders committed there. 

Afterwards, the Simon Wiesenthal Center announced 
in December that it had begun Operation Last Chance II to 
track down remaining Nazi war criminals. The New York 
Times reported that the center’s chief Nazi hunter, Efraim 
Zuroff, speaking in Berlin, said rewards of up to $32,900 
would be offered for information leading to the prosecu-
tion and punishment of Nazi war crimes suspects. 

The latest twist in the strange case of John Demjanjuk 
came on December 21 when U.S. District Judge Polster 
ruled that the 1985 FBI memo that questioned the legiti-
macy of the Trawniki ID card was immaterial and was 
based on speculation and mistaken beliefs. The judge 
sided with federal prosecutors, who said that they had no 
idea that FBI agents in Cleveland had ever looked into Mr. 
Demjanjuk and argued that the report by agent Thomas 
Martin was based on conjecture and misinformed impres-
sions, not evidence. 

The judge said that, because the internal FBI docu-
ments are merely speculative, they did not need to be 
turned over to the defense. The judge also noted: “Despite 
numerous opportunities, Demjanjuk has never provided a 
single, consistent accounting of his whereabouts during 
the war years 1942 to 1945.” 

An attorney for Mr. Demjanjuk, Mr. Terez, told The 
Cleveland Plain Dealer “we’re evaluating all of our 
options.” 

* * * 
The Demjanjuk case dates back to 1977, when the 

Office of Special Investigations, the Nazi-hunting arm of 
the Justice Department, began proceedings against him 
based largely on Soviet-supplied evidence. Mr. 
Demjanjuk was stripped of his U.S. citizenship in 1981 
for concealing information at the time he applied for 
entry into the U.S., and was extradited in 1986 to Israel, 
where he stood trial for Nazi war crimes committed at 
Treblinka and was sentenced to death in 1988. The 
Israeli Supreme Court overturned the conviction in 1993, 
after newly unearthed evidence showed that another 
man was the notorious Treblinka death camp guard 
known as “Ivan the Terrible.” 

Mr. Demjanjuk was allowed to return to the U.S. and 
regained his citizenship in 1998, only to be accused by the 
U.S Justice Department of concealing his service at three 
other Nazi camps. He was yet again stripped of his citi-
zenship in 2002 and a ruling in 2005 paved the way for 
his deportation to Ukraine, Poland or Germany. Armed 
with documentation provided by the U.S. Office of Special 
Investigations, Germany decided to prosecute him. Mr. 
Demjanjuk was deported to Germany on May 12, 2009, 
and his trial in Munich began on November 30 of that 
year. 

An exhilarating year 
on the academic front 

Exhilaration was the hallmark of 2011 on the academic 
front, with many stimulating conferences, provocative cours-
es and interesting publications. In addition, the Ukrainian 
community demonstrated its financial generosity toward 
higher education. Below is a short summary of the various 
developments throughout 2011.

The Kyiv Mohyla Business School was named in January as 
the Best MBA Program for the year 2010 by the Kyiv Post. For 
the last 10 years the newspaper has issued awards to individ-
uals, organizations and businesses that contribute to the 
development of Ukraine. The Kyiv Mohyla Business School 
was established in 1999 to educate business leaders who 
make lasting contributions to Ukraine and the world, with a 
focus on the highest quality learning, leadership with an 
international perspective and social responsibility.

The Ukrainian Studies Program at the Harriman Institute, 
Columbia University, offered seven courses during its spring 
semester. Continuing its tradition of working with leading 
scholars from Ukraine, this semester hosted Dr. Volodymyr 
Kulyk, senior research fellow at the Institute of Political and 
Ethnic Studies of the National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine 
in Kyiv. At Columbia, Dr. Kulyk taught a new course, “Politics 
of Identity in Post-Communist Europe,” examining the com-
plex relations between policies and identities in various coun-
tries of post-Communist Eastern, Central and Southern 
Europe.

Six courses were offered during the fall semester of the 
Ukrainian Studies Program at Columbia University. Serhiy
Bilenky, one of the three visiting scholars, taught “History of 
Modern Ukraine” and “Nationalities in the Russian Empire.” 
Ambassador Valerii Kuchynskyi taught a newly revised 
course titled “Ukrainian Foreign Policy: Russia, Europe and 
the U.S.,” which provided historical perspectives on Ukraine’s 
foreign relations since independence in 1991, through the 
Orange Revolution in 2004, until the 2010 presidential elec-
tion and beyond.

The Harvard Ukrainian Summer Institute (HUSI) summer 
program of three courses was taught by full-time Harvard fac-
ulty associated with the Harvard Ukrainian Research 
Institute. The courses included “Ukrainian for Reading 
Knowledge,” “Ukraine as Linguistic Battleground” and 
“Frontiers of Europe: Ukraine since 1500.”

For the first time ever in North America, a full six-credit 
course on the teaching of the Holodomor and the World War I 
Canadian Internment of Ukrainians was offered at the univer-
sity level via the Summer Institute on Social Justice: Teaching 
the Ukrainian Famine-Genocide (Holodomor) and the 
Ukrainian Canadian Internment. The course was an amalgam 
of history, culture, media, the arts and pedagogy, presenting a 
unique opportunity to examine any horrific events within a 
teaching and learning perspective. The institute was the 
brainchild of Dr. Denis Hlynka and Dr. Orest Cap, longtime 

Illya M. Labunka
Roman Krutsyk, head of the Kyiv Association of Memorial 
and director of the Museum of Soviet Occupation, speaks 
during the February launch of the Internet version of the 

exhibit “The People’s War 1917-1932.” 

Cover of “Resistance Movement in Ukraine 1960 to 1990:  
An Encyclopedia.”

Cover of “Ukrainians in Argentina, 1897-1950: The 
Making of a Community.” 

professors in the Department of Curriculum, Teaching and 
Learning at the University of Manitoba in Winnipeg. 

Notable books 

In February, The Weekly reported on the first encyclopedia 
on Ukraine’s Soviet-era dissident movement, published late in 
2010 by Kyiv-based Smoloskyp, offering a collection of exten-
sive biographies of the most influential enemies of the Soviet 
Union in a single book. “Resistance Movement in Ukraine 
1960 to 1990: An Encyclopedia” was composed by an editing 
team headed by Osyp Zinkewych, the legendary publisher 
who founded the Smoloskyp information service in the U.S. in 
1968. 

“Yalta: The Price of Peace” by Serhii Plokhy, Mykhailo 
Hrushevsky Professor of Ukrainian History at Harvard, was 
shortlisted for the 2011 Lionel Gelber Prize, literary award for 
the world’s best non-fiction book in English that seeks to 
deepen public debate on significant global issues. The jury 
citation for the book read: “A work of outstanding scholarship 
which brings to light important interpretations based on 
newly available Russian documents. Going beyond the 
Western sources, this is a seminal treatment of a profoundly
important moment in history.”

After two editions in the U.S., Prof. Taras Hunczak’s book 
“Russian Imperialism” was translated, expanded and pub-
lished by the Kyiv Mohyla Academy Publishing House. The 
book includes translated chapters by eight leading Western 
historians covering Moscow’s aggressive expansionism into 
Ukraine, Poland, the Baltic states, the Balkans, Central Asia 
and the Caucasus (including Georgia). Thus, readers can 
appreciate the broad scope of Russia’s unrelenting subjuga-



No. 4 THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, JANUARY 22, 2012 11 

2011: THE YEAR IN REVIEW 
tion of neighboring nations since Tsar Ivan the Terrible. The 
new chapters in the Ukrainian edition include: Yuri 
Shapoval’s “The USSR as a Continuation of Russia”; Vladimir 
Bandera’s “Measurements of Ukraine’s Exploitation by 
Russia”; and Prof. Hunczak’s “It’s Difficult for an Empire to be 
a Good Neighbor.” 

“Ukrainians in Argentina, 1897-1950: The Making of a 
Community” recounts the immigrant contribution to 
Ukrainian cultural, political, religious and other organizations 
in Argentina. The book is based on research conducted in the 
archives of both Ukraine and Argentina; it also draws on the 
immigrant press. The chapters are arranged chronologically, 
the first dealing with the initial, pre-1914 wave of Ukrainian 
settlement and the last with the third wave that came after 
World War II. Two middle chapters are case studies of two 
organizations founded in the interwar period. The author of 
this study, Dr. Serge Cipko, is coordinator of the Ukrainian 
Diaspora Studies Initiative at the Canadian Institute of 
Ukrainian Studies. 

As part of ongoing efforts to combat historical revisionism 
and counter Soviet apologists, Dr. Norman Naimark’s book 
“Stalin’s Genocides” (Princeton University Press, 2010) was 
released in May in a Ukrainian translation by the National 
University of Kyiv Mohyla Academy. Dr. Naimark’s conclusions 
are clear: he believes Stalin singled out Ukrainians for oppres-
sion “to disallow achieving independence, to deprive them of 
their nationality, and to deprive them of creating opposition 
to Sovietization.” Stalin’s genocides persisted during the peri-
od between the 1930s and World War II, beginning with the 
war on the kulaks, then the Holodomor, and followed by the 
widespread persecution and deportation of ethnic minorities 
ranging from Poles to Tatars. Dr. Naimark put the Holodomor 
into a special category beyond mere food shortages and star-
vation: “the Holodomor was a very concealed terrorist act 
against the background of a general Soviet famine, yet caused 
by entirely different reasons.” 

Conferences, lectures 

On February 7-8, a panel of experts analyzed the impact of 
Ukrainian President Viktor Yanukovych’s first year in office 
and looked at the implications of what has occurred for future 
developments. The analysis and overview was sponsored by 
the Harvard Ukrainian Research Institute (HURI) and drew 
specialists and other interested participants from as far away 
as Washington. Among the topics discussed were the changes 
in Verkhovna Rada, the courts and other government institu-
tions, the rule of law, nation-building, attitudes toward the 
opposition and the media, foreign policy, a political plan, 
Western and Russian attitudes toward President Yanukovych 
and his government, the economy, the aims of the current 
power elite and the oligarchs, and, finally, what’s next? 

Radoslaw Sikorski, minister of foreign affairs of the 
Republic of Poland, on February 28 delivered the annual 
August Zaleski Lecture in Modern Polish History at Harvard 
University on the topic “European Security: Does It Still 
Matter to the U.S.A.? In response to a graduate student’s 
question about relations with Ukraine and Russia, he out-
lined some of the major issues pertaining to Ukraine from the 
Polish perspective. Minister Sikorski stated that all of the 
major international indices have recently shown that Ukraine 
is regressing and losing ground in the areas of democracy, 
media, the opposition and even basic freedoms. He empha-
sized the fact that this development was going to make it 
much more difficult for Ukraine in its dealings with the 
European Union and the West, and that it also makes it much 
more difficult for Poland to act as an advocate for the country. 

Scholars, students and the general public participated in a 
three-day conference presented by the Ukrainian Studies 
Program at Columbia University on Soviet-era dissent and 
nonconformism in Ukraine, Poland and Russia. The program, 
held on March 30-April 1 and organized in collaboration with 
Columbia’s East Central European Institute, the Polish 
Cultural Institute and The Ukrainian Museum, brought 
together scholars and prominent figures from national dissi-
dent movements that opposed Communist rule. The audi-
ence also heard from important cultural figures, who 

Yaro Bihun 
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Holodomor researcher Prof. Andrea Graziosi, one of 
the winners of the 2011 Antonovych Prize. 

approached the dissident movement from their own per-
spective, and from panelists who presented papers about 
studies of the dissident movements and their legacies. 

On October 1, the Ukrainian Free University (UFU) marked 
its 90th anniversary at the Ukrainian Embassy in Washington. 
Dr. Yaroslava Melnyk, professor of Ukrainian studies at the 
Ivan Franko National University in Lviv, discussed the accom-
plishments and future potential contributions of the 
Ukrainian Free University during the celebration. Dr. Melnyk 
will become president of UFU in early 2012 – the first woman 
elected to that position.

Academic, political, media and civil society leaders from 
various countries and Ukraine met on October 7-8, at the con-
ference “Roads to Freedom” held at the National University of 
Kyiv Mohyla Academy (NUKMA). The ambassadors of the 
United States, Canada, Poland, Germany, France, Austria and 

Lana Babij
Participants of the Summer Institute on Social Justice, which focused on the Holodomor and the internment of  

Ukrainian Canadians, with Canadian Member of Parliament James Bezan.

the European Union also attended the conference. The land-
mark conference was organized to provide a forum for dis-
cussion on the dynamics of Ukraine’s development, on 
achievements and problems in its educational sector, and for 
formulating distinct recommendations regarding reforms in 
higher education. The conference focused on Ukraine’s right-
ful place in Europe through necessary reforms in education 
and society. 

The 12th annual “Ukraine’s Quest for Mature Nation 
Statehood Roundtable” was held in Washington on October 
19-20. The roundtable’s theme was “Compelling Bilateral 
Ties: Poland-Ukraine and Turkey-Ukraine,” focusing on inter-
relations of Ukraine and Poland (which presently holds the 
presidency of the European Union), as well as Turkey (which 
has been a very important player with a growing economy in 
the Middle East). As noted during the two-day conference, 
strengthening these bilateral relations is very important to 
Ukraine’s political and economic development, as well as 
Ukraine’s stated goal of integration into the European Union.

On October 20-22 at the University of Ottawa, 16 presenta-
tions and 27 scholars and doctoral students from Ukraine, 
Western Europe, the United States and Canada comprised the 
program of the 2011 Danyliw Research Seminar on 
Contemporary Ukrainian Studies. The papers presented were 
gathered under four themes: “Ukraine and Politics,” “World 
War II and Memory,” “Education and Identity” and 
“Holodomor and Gender.” The seminar was under the auspic-
es of its Chair of Ukrainian Studies and sponsored by the 
Wolodymyr George Danyliw Foundation. This was the sev-
enth annual seminar organized by Prof. Dominique Arel, who 
holds the Ukrainian Studies Chair. 

Ukrainian poet and publisher Ivan Malkovych visited the 
U.S. capital in the last week of October to talk about the state 
of Ukrainian literature since Ukraine gained its independence 
20 years ago. He addressed the subject at two venues – the 
Embassy of Ukraine and the Woodrow Wilson International 
Center for Scholars. While the Russian language still domi-
nates the mass media in Ukraine, he told the audience at the 
Wilson Center, Ukrainian is taking over the leading role in 
what he said was the country’s real culture. He said there is a 
difference between true culture and the “mass pop-culture,” 
which is devoid of any understanding of such notions as sin or 
any sense of shame.

On November 10, at New York University’s Torch Club, 
scholars, community leaders and the general public had an 
opportunity to learn that, following World War I, an active lib-
eration movement existed not only in western Ukraine but 
also in the eastern half of the country. The guest speaker for 
the special “Ukrainian Historical Encounters” series event, 
titled “The People’s War: National Liberation Struggles in 
Eastern Ukraine (1917-1932)” was Roman Krutsyk, president 
of the Kyiv Memorial Society and director of the Museum of 
Soviet Occupation. Mr. Krutsyk opened with the compelling 
assertion that, after the re-establishment of independence in 
1991, Ukraine began its new life without a political history. 
Elaborating on this thought, he explained that generations of 
Ukraine’s citizens had been raised on a history that was writ-
ten by their occupiers and that most archival materials per-
taining to Ukraine’s resistance to Soviet occupation were 
banned and marked “secret.” 

A group of scholars met in Winnipeg on November 11-12 
to examine issues related to Ukrainian Canadians and the sec-
ond world war. The gathering was a joint initiative of the Kule 
Ukrainian Canadian Studies Center at the Canadian Institute 
of Ukrainian Studies (CIUS), the Center for Ukrainian 
Canadian Studies at the University of Manitoba, and the 
Oseredok Ukrainian Cultural and Educational Center in 
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Instrumental in the design and interview process for “The Oral History Project of Independent Ukraine, 1988-1991,” 
launched in 2011, were (from left) John Hewko, Prof. Marta Dyczok, journalist Mykola Veresen and Margarita Hewko. 

Winnipeg. The well-attended event featured 10 presenters 
from various parts of Canada who addressed a wide range of 
topics that stimulated lively discussion, engaging the audience 
and session chairs alike. 

This year’s Omelan and Tatiana Antonovych Foundation 
awards were presented to two leading researchers of the 
Holodomor – Prof. Stanislav Kulchytsky from Ukraine and 
Prof. Andrea Graziosi from Italy. The presentation ceremony 
on November 19 at the Ukrainian Embassy coincided with 
other events in Washington at which the Holodomor was the 
subject of discussion. Among these events were a four-day 
convention of the American Association for Slavic, East 
European and Eurasian Studies, at which the two laureates 
also presented their findings, and discussions at the National 
Press Club and the U.S.-Ukraine Foundation about the Welsh 
journalist Gareth Jones and his role in exposing the 
Holodomor to the world. 

Jones’s story was presented on November 21 by his 
grandnephew Nigel Colley, who along with his mother, 
Margaret Siriol Colley, has been gathering and publishing 
additional substantiating evidence about those tragic events 
that Jones left behind in his letters and diaries uncovered 20 
years ago. Using her uncle’s diaries and letters, Dr. Margaret 
Colley, with her son’s assistance, had published two books 
about Jones’ Holodomor reporting and other fact-finding 
endeavors – “More Than a Grain of Truth: The Biography of 
Gareth Richard Vaughan Jones” and “Manchukuo Incident”. 
They were working on a third book. In addition, Mr. Colley 
said that the BBC was close to finishing a documentary about 
his work. Dr. Margaret Colley passed away on November 20. 

Fund-raising, donations 

The issue of architectural upkeep is once again moving to 
the top of the agenda at the National University of Kyiv 
Mohyla Academy. Early 2011 saw the start of a new fund-
raising drive designed to finance the restoration of one of the 
university’s most iconic buildings – The Old Academy 
Building, which houses the university’s immense book collec-
tion and which traces its roots back to the era of Hetman Ivan 
Mazepa. It is hoped that the current round of fund-raising 
will secure the necessary finances to pay for a complete reno-
vation of the building in time for the university’s planned 
400th birthday celebrations in 2015. 

In February, the Ukrainian community was notified at a 
meeting with university representatives that the University 
of Pittsburgh was facing the reality of not being able to con-
tinue offering Ukrainian language classes. Beginning and 
intermediate Ukrainian language courses were taught by 
Kateryna Dowbenko as a volunteer instructor for 35 years 
before her recent retirement. All future Ukrainian language 
courses would need to be underwritten by private donors. 
The Ukrainian community responded generously and helped 
to underwrite the current expenses related to ensuring the 
immediate continuation of Ukrainian courses. More fund-
raising was planned to establish an endowment fund, which 
will help secure a permanent position in Ukrainian language 
studies at the University of Pittsburgh.

On October 1, The Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus, under the 
directorship of Bohdan Heryavenko, performed a benefit 
concert for the benefit of the Ukrainian Language Studies 
Program at the University of Pittsburgh to a very apprecia-
tive audience composed of Ukrainians and non-Ukrainians. 
Spearheaded and organized by Dr. Adriana N. Helbig, assis-
tant professor of music, and Anatoli W. Murha, president of 
the chorus, the concert was sponsored by the Department of 
Music, the Department of Slavic Languages and Literatures, 
and the Center for Russian and East European Studies at the 
university together with Ridna Shkola of Pittsburgh Inc. 

Dmytro Firtash, a Ukrainian oligarch, pledged to financially
support the Ukrainian Catholic University’s construction of a 

new campus near Stryiskyi Park in Lviv. The announcement 
came in London on May 17, during a talk at the Ukrainian 
Institute, which is affiliated with the Ukrainian Catholic 
University, where the Rev. Dr. Gudziak and Dr. Rory Finnin, 
head of Ukrainian studies at the University of Cambridge, 
addressed the topic: “Ukrainian Studies Internationally: 
Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow.” Mr. Firtash, the owner of 
Group DF, a business conglomerate, and the co-chairman of 
the Investors’ Council at Ukraine’s Ministry of Education, has 
made significant donations to establish Cambridge Ukrainian 
Studies, a program launched in 2008 to promote and contrib-
ute to the study of Ukraine in the United Kingdom and 
beyond. His pledge to UCU was seen as demonstrating his 
commitment to support quality education in Ukraine. 

Several weeks later, Adrian J. Slywotzky thanked Mr. Firtash 
for his groundbreaking and insightful donation and called 
upon every Ukrainian industrialist, businessperson and entre-
preneur – in Ukraine and in the diaspora – to make an equally
astute and significant investment in higher learning, in order 
to creating a network of world-class, privately funded univer-
sities in Ukraine. Mr. Slywotzky then announced his own con-
tribution of $1 million to UCU over a three-year period.

At Fordham University’s tribute to Ukrainian Catholic 
Church Leaders on November 20, in the presence of Patriarch 
Sviatoslav, Marianna Zajac, president of the Ukrainian 
National Women’s League of America, presented the Rev. Dr. 
Gudziak, UCU rector, with a check for $25,000. This was the 
first installment of a $100,000 endowment being established 
by the UNWLA for Women’s/Gender Studies at the Ukrainian 
Catholic University. At the 29th Convention of the UNWLA, 
held in May, the delegates overwhelmingly endorsed this 
unprecedented project. 

James Temerty, chairman of the Ukrainian Jewish 
Encounter Initiative, donated $1.2 million to establish three 
endowed chairs in Jewish studies at the Ukrainian Catholic 
University in Lviv. The programs will focus on Ukrainian-
Jewish interaction over the centuries, and interfaith relations; 
Jewish studies in the context of Central and East European 
history; and biblical studies. The endowment pledge was 
made in November during the Toronto visit of the UCU rector. 

Archives, oral history 

In February, Roman Krutsyk, head of the Kyiv Association 
of Memorial and director of the association’s Museum of 
Soviet Occupation, kicked off the release of a groundbreaking 
online archive and exhibit titled “The People’s War: 1917-
1932” about the Ukrainian liberation movement in the years 
between the first world war and the Famine-Genocide of 
1932-1933. The online material amounts to 70,000 previous-
ly unreleased documents from the Security Service of 
Ukraine (SBU) and complements his traveling exhibit of 24 
large display sheets. The archives make it clear that 
Ukrainian resistance to Soviet rule did not take a pause 
between the two world wars, but was in fact a continuous 
armed campaign throughout the countryside.

As Ukraine approached the 20th anniversary of its inde-
pendence, many people who tracked its arduous birth as a 
nation-state, welcomed the launch of the website www.oral-
history.org.ua, that hosts 72 interviews with political leaders, 
dissidents, diplomats, journalists, religious figures, business-
men, scholars and military leaders from six countries, who 
witnessed the changes that came with glasnost and eventual-
ly led to the collapse of the Soviet Union. “The Oral History 
Project of Independent Ukraine, 1988-1991” was the brain-
child of Margarita Hewko and Sara Sievers, who lived in 
Ukraine and worked, respectively, as a journalist and diplo-
mat in the early 1990s and who wanted to preserve the 
memory of the direct participants in the events that led up to 
Ukrainian independence. 

The UNA: marking 
117 years of service 

The Ukrainian National Association, the oldest and 
largest Ukrainian fraternal organization – as well as the 
oldest and largest continuously active Ukrainian commu-
nity organization in North America – celebrated the 
117th anniversary of its founding on February 22. It was 
on that date in 1894 in Shamokin, Pa., that the UNA was 
established to organize Ukrainian immigrants in the 
United States and to reinforce their identity as both 
Ukrainians and new Americans. In Canada, the first 
branches of the UNA were organized a decade later. 

Since its beginnings, the UNA has played a crucial role 
in diverse facets of our community life, although we 
would hazard a guess that most people know the UNA 
best as the publisher of two newspapers – Svoboda in 
Ukrainian and The Ukrainian Weekly in English – and as 
the owner of the Soyuzivka Heritage Center. The UNA has 
been an educator, a defender of human rights, a propo-
nent of Ukraine’s independent statehood, a patron of the 
arts, a promoter of sports, a friend to students, a publish-
er of numerous Ukrainian- and English-language books 
and other publications, and an initiator and advocate of 
countless community projects. In 2011, the UNA contin-
ued in all those roles. 

The 2011 Almanac of the Ukrainian National 
Association, which was mailed to all Svoboda subscribers 
early in the new year, was dedicated to the 20th anniver-
sary of the re-establishment in 1991 of Ukraine’s inde-
pendence. The editor of the almanac was Petro Chasto of 
the Svoboda editorial staff. The 256-page volume opened 
with greetings from UNA President Stefan Kaczaraj and 
the editor-in-chief of Svoboda and The Ukrainian Weekly, 
Roma Hadzewycz. 

The first section of the UNA Almanac, titled 
“Independent Ukraine: 20 Years,” included both poetry 
and articles related to Ukraine’s independent statehood. 
It was followed by sections titled “The Tragic Year of 
1921” (about the first famine in Ukraine), “A Collision of 
Two Evil Forces” (the Soviet advance into Ukraine in 1941 
and other events of World War II), “Unforgettable 
Personages” (notable figures from history and literature), 
“To Know the World, To Love the World” (miscellany such 
as the Hudson River, the travels of the yacht Batkivschyna 
and Ukrainian song) and “From Unfinished Manuscripts” 
(featuring two authors). The 2011 UNA Almanac’s cover 
design was the work of Stepan Slutsky, who has been 
designing these unique covers since 1999. 

In February, via four-page inserts into The Ukrainian 
Weekly and Svoboda, the UNA introduced its scholarship 
and award recipients for the 2010-2011 academic year. 
Eighty-one students who are UNA members received a 
total of $16,825 in funds for their college/university stud-

Front page of the special section on UNA scholarship 
recipients of 2010-2011. 

www.oral
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Cover of the UNA Almanac for 2011, which was dedicated 
to the 20th anniversary of Ukraine’s independence. 

ies. (For more information about the UNA’s Scholarship 
Program, readers can visit the UNA’s website at www. 
ukrainiannationalassociation.org, and click on “Our 
Benefits.”)

In May, UNA National Secretary Christine E. Kozak’s 
annual organizing report was published in The Weekly. 
Ms. Kozak noted that in 2010, despite the languishing 
economy and a difficult environment in selling life insur-
ance and annuities, the UNA surpassed all projections for 
its new annuity and life insurance business. Annuity and 
traditional life insurance premium income rose from 
$35,916,516 in 2009 to $50,465,577 in 2010 – reflecting 
an increase of $14,549,061 or 40.51 percent. “Several key 
elements have helped to bolster the performance of 
2010; sales initiatives, increased marketing, great prod-
ucts, a very dedicated Home Office staff, hard-working 
branch secretaries and the UNA’s independent sales 
agents,” Ms. Kozak wrote.

The top organizers in 2010, in terms of the number of 
members they enrolled, were Advisor Lubov Streletsky 
(UNA Branch 10), 25 members; Second Vice-President 
Eugene Oscislawski (Branch 234), 21 members; and 
Advisor Nicholas Fil (Branch 13), 13 members. In terms 
of the face amount of life insurance written, Mr. 
Oscislawski was tops with a sum of $2.9 million. He was 
followed by the late Advisor Oleh Palaschenko (who 
passed away on February 24, 2011) with $750,000 and 
Mr. Fil with $580,000.

The national secretary also reported that the UNA’s 
licensed branch secretaries and Home Office (HQ) profes-
sionals sold $4,573,605 in annuities and the UNA’s con-
tracted field agents sold $37,744,516 in annuities for a 
total of $42,318,121 in cash with applications (CWA). The 
UNA’s top producers with the most annuity premium 
CWA for 2010 were: Oksana Stanko (HQ, Branch 37) 
$1,320,955; Steve Woch (HQ), $1,028,697 and Stephan 
Welhasch (HQ, Branch 172), $601,368.

The annual UNA Seniors Week at Soyuzivka took place 
June 12-17, with 87 older and younger seniors from the 
United States, Canada and Ukraine participating. They 
enjoyed catching up with old friends and getting acquaint-
ed with new people during activities ranging from a wine-
and-cheese reception to stretching classes, informative 
lectures, an auction, a sing-along and Bingo, as well as a 
banquet and dance. Oksana Trytjak, the UNA’s national 
organizer, was re-elected president of the UNA Seniors.

July brought the Ukrainian Cultural Festival at 
Soyuzivka – already the fifth annual such event. Some 
3,000 visitors arrived at the Ukrainian Heritage Center on 
July 15-17 to enjoy performances by an assortment of 
singers, musicians, dancers and choirs hailing from 
Ukraine, the United States and Canada. The headliner for 
the 2011 festival, folk-pop singer Maria Burmaka of 
Ukraine (an exclusive interview with Ms. Burmaka by our 
colleague in Kyiv, Zenon Zawada, was published in The 

Weekly’s July 3 issue), was joined by violinist Vasyl 
Popadiuk of Canada and opera singer Stefania Dovhan of 
the U.S., as well as two energetic dance troupes, 
Soyuzivka’s Roma Pryma Bohachevsky Dance Workshop 
and the Selo Ukrainian Dance Ensemble of Canada. Also 
on the bill during the three-day festival’s three outdoor 
and two indoor concerts were the Harmonia ensemble of 
folk musicians from Cleveland, the Dzvin male chorus of 
Philadelphia and the Dumka Chorus of New York. And, of 
course, there were dances and plenty of vendors selling a 
diversity of wares.

Special visitors at festival No. 5 ranged from represen-
tatives of Ukraine’s diplomatic corps in the United States 
to participants of Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization’s 
camp for “novachky” (girls age 6-11) from the Vovcha 
Tropa campground in East Chatham, N.Y. Another special 
guest, whose appearance and performance on stage were 
a surprise to the festival audience, was Peter Yarrow of 
the legendary folk group Peter, Paul and Mary, who joined 
Ms. Burmaka for a few songs during the Saturday evening 
concert. 

The sponsors of the 2011 Ukrainian Cultural Festival 
were the Self Reliance New York Federal Credit Union, 
AeroSvit Ukrainian Airlines and the Ukrainian National 
Association. The organizer of the annual festival is the 
Ukrainian National Foundation, the charitable arm of the 
Ukrainian National Association, and the festival is orga-
nized under the patronage of the Embassy of Ukraine. 
Mark your calendars: the sixth annual Ukrainian Cultural 
Festival is scheduled for July 20-22, 2012.

An important annual gathering of another sort is the 
Adoptive Families’ Weekend at Soyuzivka, which has been 
held since 2003. The July 22-24 event brought together 
families from eight states in the northeastern U.S. who 
have adopted children from Ukraine and have chosen to 
embrace their Ukrainian identity. The weekend, which 
was coordinated by Bohdana Puzyk, was filled with activ-
ities that celebrated families and Ukrainian culture. 

Serhiy Pohoreltsev, Ukraine’s consul general in New 
York, expressed thanks to UNA President Kaczaraj, UNA 
Treasurer Roma Lisovich, Soyuzivka Manager Nestor 
Paslawsky, Administrative Assistant Sonia Semanyszyn, 
Soyuzivka staffers, as well as to Self Reliance New York 
Federal Credit Union and the SUMA Federal Credit Union 
in Yonkers, N.Y., for making the special weekend possible. 
Mr. Pohoreltsev noted that more than 1,500 children from 
Ukraine have already been adopted by Americans in only 
those eight states represented at the Soyuzivka gathering.

Miss Soyuzivka 2012 was crowned on August 13 at yet 
another fabulous zabava (dance) at the Ukrainian 
Heritage Center. She is Lala Chopivsky-Benson of 
Washington, daughter of Dr. Randy Benson and Lydia 
Chopivsky-Benson, a former Miss Soyuzivka. Kateryna 
Szewczyk of Yonkers, N.Y., and Katherine Ovsak of 
Kerhonkson, N.Y., were the first and second runners-up. 
Another special treat that evening was a performance by 
Serhiy “Foma” Fomenko and Danylo Denisov of the 
famous folk-rock-blues-ska band Mandry from Ukraine.

During 2011 Soyuzivka celebrated its 59th birthday. 
That’s what we learned from Facebook, which actually 
listed a birth date of June 14, 1952. Many Soyuzivka fans 

responded on Soyuzivka’s Facebook page with heartfelt 
birthday wishes. But we wondered: What was the signifi-
cance of the June 14 date? According to news reports in 
Svoboda, the agreement for the purchase of the estate 
that became Soyuzivka was signed by the Ukrainian 
National Association on May 29, 1952. We could only 
guess that June 14 might have been when ownership of 
the property was formally transferred to the UNA. (If any-
one has the answer, please do let us know.) 

At any rate, the cost of the property once known as 
Nonkanahwa and later as Foordmore was $72,000 for 
about 250 acres of land with one main building and seven 
additional buildings (plus a large garage, as well as a pool, 
a tennis court and other amenities). Located about 90 
miles north of New York City, the property was once the 
site of a sanitarium owned by Dr. John Foord that was 
known for its “nature rest cures.” It was a beautiful moun-
tain setting of forests, fields, a stream and a pond. 

From the very beginning the UNA saw the unique 
property as a place of retreat, a potential site for a 
seniors’ home, for vacation stays, and more. Svoboda, 
writing soon after the UNA acquired the estate, noted: 
“The property has all the elements needed for it to 
become a representative Ukrainian center not only for 
relaxation but for cultural, artistic and social life during 
the summer months.” That first summer the UNA gra-
ciously allowed Plast to use one of the buildings on the 
site for a camp for children age 8-12. 

We look forward to Soyuzivka’s 60th birthday in 2012.
In other developments at Soyuzivka, on March 8 a 

release of heating oil on Soyuzivka property was reported 
by a motorist to the New York Department of 
Environment Conservation (DEC). Oil was observed on 
the eastern side of the Main House on Foordmore Road. 
The release was not visible from Soyuzivka’s Main House 
or public areas. UNA Treasurer Lisovich reported that 
Soyuzivka began containment efforts within hours of the 
notification and engaged environmental specialists in an 
effort to identify the source of the release and establish 
and implement a clean-up protocol in cooperation with 
and response to the DEC. The DEC made regular inspec-
tions of the site and reported that it was pleased with the 
remediation efforts. The good news was that the project 
did not impact the operation of the summer season and 
that the response site was not part of Soyuzivka’s public 
area. As could be expected, the cost of the response action 
required a substantial and immediate outlay of funds, 
putting a substantial strain on Soyuzivka’s resources. 
UNA President Kaczaraj noted that “Reimbursement 
efforts, of course, are being aggressively pursued.” 

Turning again to the Ukrainian National Association, 
in early October the UNA Auditing Committee’s report on 
its recently completed examination of the fraternal soci-
ety’s financial condition, management and operations for 
the calendar year ending December 31, 2010, was 
released. The Auditing Committee – comprising Slavko 
Tysiak (chairman), Eugene Serba and Dr. Wasyl Szeremeta 
– noted that the UNA was on a slow path to recovery. 
The UNA’s U.S.-based insurance business, along with 
investment income, was strong, while its other business 
components lagged behind and continued to present 

During the Adoptive Families Weekend at Soyuzivka on July 22-24, Gloria Horbaty helps children make pysanky as 
Ukraine’s Consul General Serhiy Pohoreltsev (center) and Vice-Consul Kostyantyn Vorona observe. 

http:ukrainiannationalassociation.org
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Some of the participants of UNA Seniors Week on June 12-17 enjoy cocktails on the Main House balcony. 

challenges to earnings and to growing net surplus.
The UNA’s net surplus, which stood at $4,505,252 as of 

December 31, 2010, had stabilized, but showed signs of 
shrinkage, the auditors reported. The challenge for UNA 
executive management going forward remained the 
same: to keep UNA net surplus at an acceptable level to 
meet regulatory expectations, while maintaining a high 
level of annuity sales and growing life insurance sales in a 
sluggish economy. In addition, the Auditing Committee 
report pointed out that the UNA was confronting an 
increasingly more demanding regulatory environment, 
which presented a huge challenge for the UNA’s small 
staff in terms of keeping pace with the expanding web of 
regulatory demands. 

The UNA General Assembly convened its regular annu-
al meeting at Soyuzivka on November 4-6 to review the 
UNA’s activity for the past year and set the stage for its 
further development. Substantive reports were delivered 
by the three full-time executive officers of the UNA; advi-
sors and auditors, as well as the editor-in-chief of the 
UNA’s official publications, Svoboda and The Ukrainian 
Weekly, had the opportunity to deliver addenda to their 
written reports. Four committees were established to 
work during the sessions: Organizing/Fraternal, 
Soyuzivka, Publications and Financial. In a departure 
from the usual format, the committees did not meet sepa-
rately in smaller groups, but during plenary sessions of 
the General Assembly that promoted brainstorming and 

out-of-the-box creativity in a collegial atmosphere. The 
result was a fruitful strategic planning session for the 
UNA and its subsidiary operations that laid the ground-
work for the months and years ahead. 

Addressing the General Assembly, President Kaczaraj 
summarized the state of the UNA: “Even though in the 
past three years we have been living through a turbulent 
economic storm, with a high unemployment rate in the 
range of 9 to 10 percent, the UNA continues to move in 
the right direction. Sales are growing as was planned, 
investment income is up, assets are up and the quality of 
investments is excellent.” His colleague, UNA Treasurer 
Lisovich reported that the past year had been especially 
challenging, as the external environment – the market, 
competitive forces, the economy and regulatory require-
ments – was changing so rapidly. She underlined that the 
UNA, as both a community organization and an insurance 
company, must marshal internal and external resources 
to meet these new demands and challenges. “Although 
our mission to serve the community and membership 
remains constant, the UNA must periodically define the 
vision for its future and then systematically determine 
how it will get there,” she commented. 

Finally, in other news at the UNA, the organization con-
ducted its annual Christmas card project. Sales of the 
cards, which feature the art of Ukrainian artists who 
allow their works to be used without any compensation, 
go to support the Soyuzivka Heritage Center through the 
Ukrainian National Foundation (UNF), a not for profit 
foundation with a 501 (c) (3) status. UNA members, read-
ers of its publications, Svoboda and The Ukrainian 
Weekly, visitors to Soyuzivka and community members 
were encouraged to participate in this major fund-raising 
project by purchasing the cards. 

Next week… 
…our “2011: The Year in Review” concludes with a 

look at developments in the realms of culture and 
sports, the year’s noteworthy people and events, and 
more. 
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Cultural stories during 2011 were varied, featuring musi-
cians, actors, dancers, singers, filmmakers, composers and 
museum collections. Among the highlights of the cultural 
year were the following.

Actress Nina Arianda wowed critics and theater-goers 
alike in her Broadway premier as Billie Dawn in “Born 
Yesterday.” Less than three weeks after the play’s opening on 
April 24, she was nominated for a 2011 Tony Award for best 
performance by an actress in a leading role in a play. She also 
was nominated for a 2011 Drama Desk and Drama League 
awards. She won the Outer Critics Circle award for her role in 
“Venus in Fur,” a follow-up to her Off-Broadway hit “Venus in 
Fur,” which earned her the Henry Derwent Award for the 
most promising female performer in the New York area, the 
Clive Barnes Award, the Theatreworld Award and three nom-
inations: the Lucille Lortel award for outstanding achieve-
ment Off Broadway, the Drama Circle award for distinguished 
performer and Outer Critics Circle award. Ms. Ariana also 
appeared in Woody Allen’s “Midnight in Paris”; Vera 
Farmiga’s “Higher Ground”; Brett Ratner’s “Tower Heist”; and 
Tim McCarthy’s “”Win Win.” On October 13 Ms. Arianda 
returned as Vanda in “Venus in Fur” at the Samuel J. 
Friedman Theater, which opened on November 8 and ended 
on December 18.  The play concluded its run on July 31. 

Soprano Sophia Dovhan returned to the New York City 
Opera on March 22 as Adina in Donizetti’s “The Elixir of 
Love” (L’Elsire d’Amore). The Kyiv-born singer debuted with 
the NYCO in the 2009 performance as Donna Anna in 
Mozart’s Don Giovanni. Her stage career began in 
Nuremburg, Germany, as Musetta in “La Boheme” at the 
Opera Studio, and other regular appearances at Germany’s 
Theater Hagen, where she has been a “fest” resident since 
2006. Ms. Dovhan was selected by Kevin Murphy, NYCO’s 
director of music, after he saw her perform at the Spoleto 
Festival in South Carolina. She earned unanimous acclaim 
from the festival critics. For her NYCO role as Adina, she 
gained critical acclaim for her vocal tone as well as her char-
acter performance.

Violinist Solomiya Ivakhiv took the reins of the Ukrainian 
Institute of America’s Music at the Institute (MATI) series in 
2011, and became the youngest artistic director and the first 
woman to hold the position since the program began in 1989. 
Ms. Ivakhiv replaced pianist Mykola Suk as artistic director 
and said she hoped to engage the younger generation of 
Ukrainian Americans to appreciate and support classical 
music. The 2011 concert series included performances by the 
Gryphon Trio, the Caravel Quartet, the Kandinsky String 
Quartet, the Enso String Quartet and the Emerson Quartet. 
Ms. Ivakhiv, who tours nationally and internationally, holds 
music degrees from the Mykola Lysenko Academy in Lviv and 
a Doctor of Musical Arts from Stony Brook University in 
Stony Book, N.Y. 

Ukrainian conductor Kirill Karabits’s debut performance 
with the National Symphony Orchestra on January 13-15 at 
the John F. Kennedy Center in Washington. Especially note-
worthy was that Valetin Silvestrov’s “Elegy for Strings,” origi-
nally began as an unfinished musical sketch by composer-
conductor Ivan Karabits, Kirill’s father. The sketch was found 

in 2002 after Ivan Karabits’ death. Mr. Silvestrov promised to 
complete it and dedicated it to Kirill’s father. Mr. Karabits con-
ducts the Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra in Britain, 
where he has been principal conductor of the orchestra for 
the past two years. He has guest conducted internationally 
and had his U.S. debut in 2009 with the Houston Symphony. 
Other U.S. appearances included the Los Angeles 
Philharmonic, the Minnesota Orchestra and the San 
Francisco Symphony.

Ukrainian-born pianist Anna Shelest, a 2010 graduate of 
the Juilliard School, was noted in our January 30 issue for her 
interpretation of Mussorgsky’s “Pictures at an Exhibition” at a 
concert in December 2010 at the Golden Key Music Institute.  
Ms. Shelest has two CDs to her credit, including an all-Rach-
maninoff recording and a collaboration with the Cleveland 
Symphony Orchestra. Having emigrated from Kharkiv in 1999 
to the United States, she earned a bachelor’s degree in music 
from Northern Kentucky University, followed by a year of pri-
vate instruction from professors from the Cincinnati 
Conservatory of Music. She resides in New York City with her 
husband, Dmitri Samov, whom she married in 2007. Another 
recording was to be released, featuring “Pictures at an 
Exhibition” and pieces by Tchaikovsky and Glinka.

Pianist Alexej Gorlatch, 23, debuted in Washington with a 
concert at the Westmoreland Congregational United Church 
of Christ on April 10. The concert was co-sponsored by The 
Washington Group Cultural Fund and The Washington 
Conservatory of Music, and featured works by Beethoven, 
Bartok and Chopin. Mr. Gorlatch performed the same concert 

of pieces to win the Dublin Competition on April 14 at New 
York’s Carnegie Zenkal Hall, earning two standing ovations. 
Other Washington-area performances included organist Paul 
Stetsenko’s two-year long presentation (2010-2012) of 
Bach’s Vespers at the Westminster Presbyterian Church in 
Alexandria, Va., soprano Solomiya Dutkevych at the 
Washington Franciscan Monastery on April 3 and pianist 
Elena Ulyanova’s recital on March 30 at the Embassy of 
Ukraine.

Capping off The Washington Group Cultural Fund’s 
Sunday Music Series for 2010-2011 was pianist Natalya 
Shkoda with a program of Viktor Kosenko’s “Eleven Études in 
the Forum of Old Dances” on May 1 at The Lyceum in 
Alexandria, Va. The program also included Kosenko’s 
Passacaglia étude from the series, as well as Kosenko’s 
Sonata No. 1 and selections by Scarlatti and Rachmaninoff. 
The Kharkiv-born pianist began her professional career at 
age 13 after she won the National Young Composer’s 
Competition in Kyiv and since then has toured throughout 
Europe and the United States. She holds a doctorate from 
Arizona State University and is assistant professor of piano at 
California State University in Chico. At the conclusion of the 
concert, which included performances by Aleij Gorlatch and 
Mykola Suk, TWG announced that Svitlana Fedko Shiells 
would once again direct TWG’s Cultural Fund. She previously 
led the fund in 2004-2005.  

The Kobzar Ukrainian National Choir of Los Angeles held 
two concerts of koliadky (carols) and schedrivky on January 22 
at St. John the Baptizer Ukrainian Catholic Church in Las Mesa 
(a suburb of San Diego), and on January 23 at the renovated 
Ukrainian Cultural Center in Los Angeles. The singers were 
led by Choir Director Gregory Hallick, who directs the choir 
at St. Andrew Ukrainian Orthodox Church in Los Angeles.

The Opika Performance Group from Perchyn, Ukraine, 
danced at the 45th annual Smithsonian Folk Life Festival in 
Washington. The festival began on June 30 and ended on July 
11 and was held on the National Mall, showcasing music, 
dancing, crafts, food and more from a featured region, culture 
or organization. The Ukrainian dancers were invited to be 
part of the Peace Corps section of the festival since Ukraine is 
one of the largest recipient of Peace Corps volunteers. A fund-
raiser organized by the U.S.-Ukraine Business Council 
(USUBC) raised $2,500 with contributions from Chadbourne 
and Parke law firm, The Washington Group Cultural Fund, 
the Ukrainian American Coordinating Council and the 
USUBC. Opika’s performance schedule included a show at the 
Embassy of Ukraine and a sightseeing tour of New York City 
before returning to Ukraine.

The Yara Arts Group, under the direction of Virlana Tkacz 
and Wanda Phipps, performed Oleh Lysheha’s poem “Raven” 
on April 8-24 at New York’s La MaMa ETC. Musical accompa-
niment included bandurist Julian Kytasty, and vocal work by 
Eva Salina Primack and Aurela Shrenker. 

Filmmaker Yurij Luhovy’s English-language work 
“Genocide Revealed” won an Award of Merit at the Indie Fest 
international film competition in La Jolla, Calif. The 75-min-
ute documentary features voice-overs and narration by 
Graham Greene, Jill Hennessy and Lubomir Mykytiuk. The 
film also won first prize, The Albert Statuette, for best docu-
mentary at the 2011 Litchfield Hills Film Festival at New 
Milford, Conn., on April 7-10. At the May 7 Honolulu 
International Film Awards, “Genocide Revealed” won the 
award for “Best Historical Film.” On June 26 the film was 

“Infinity and I” (self-portrait) by Sviatoslav Hordynsky was 
part of a retrospective exhibit of his work on May 22- 

November 6 at The Ukrainian Museum in New York.

Nina Arianda, who drew rave reviews for her perfor-
mance in “Venus in Fur,” as depicted in a poster with 

her co-star.

Ron Kostyniuk’s “Relief Structure, Oblique Series” was 
among the works exhibited during the summer at the 

Ukrainian Institute of Modern Art in Chicago.

“Kaleidoscope” by Anatole Kolomayets was among the 
works on view in his 38th solo exhibition, this one held in 

July at the Ukrainian National Museum in Chicago.

Cultural scene: music, 
art, drama, film and more
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awarded the Film Festival of Colorado’s “Eye-Opener Award” 
and the “Best Audience Award,” based on voting by audience 
members. The documentary also was a featured selection at 
the 11th annual Kansas International Film Festival on 
September 30 through October 6. Mr. Luhovy’s film was 
among 25 documentaries and 18 narrative films selected 
from more than 150 submissions. His documentary was 
screened at the University of Kansas for the 2011 Palij 
Lecture Series in Ukrainian Studies on October 4. On October 
5 Mr. Luhovy was one of three directors who spoke to a film-
making class at Avila University. On November 4 the film 
screened at the Ukrainian Institute of America in New York 
with a guest appearance by Ms. Hennessy. The film pre-
miered in Montreal on June 15 at the Ukrainian Youth Center, 
sponsored by the Ukrainian Canadian Congress – Montreal 
branch. Mr. Luhovy took his film on a Western Canadian tour 
in September with stops in Edmonton and Calgary, Alberta; 
Winnipeg, Manitoba; and Kelowna and Vancouver, British 
Columbia; During the year it was screened at numerous other 
venues in North America.

Larysa Kondracki’s film “The Whistleblower” won the 
Mercedes-Benz Audience Award for Best Narrative Feature at 
the 22nd annual Palm Springs International Film Festival on 
January 6-17. The film chronicles the work of a Nebraska 
police officer who exposes U.N. abuses in the Balkans during 
the civil war. The film also won the Phillip Borsos Award for 
Best Canadian Feature Film at the annual Whistler Film 
Festival in December 2010. On February 14 the film was 
nominated for a Cinema for Peace Award in the Justice and 
Human Rights category, with a gala ceremony at the 
Konzerthaus in Berlin as part of the Berlin International Film 
Festival. On October 14 the film screened at the United 
Nations Headquarters as part of a discussion “Sexual 
Exploitation and Abuse in Conflict and Post-Conflict 
Situations.” Some officials advised against the screening, 
while others were in favor of confronting the U.N.’s sordid 
past and drawing attention to sex trafficking.

Filmmakers Olha Onyshko and Sarah Farhat showed their 
documentary “Three Stories of Galicia” with a U.S. premiere 
screening on May 10-12 at Landmark Theaters in 
Washington, and Baltimore and Bethesda, Md. The film 
depicts events in Galicia (Halychyna) after World War II, 
focusing on a Jewish family that chose to save its worst 
enemy; a Ukrainian woman who endured the theft of her 
children to save her country; and a Polish priest who risked 
everything to end the sectarian hatred that tore at his parish. 
Filmed over the course of four years, this was the first time 
their stories were told side by side. The film has screened at 
the Cannes Film Market, the Hamburg Film Festival and at 
theaters in Lviv, Kyiv and Ottawa.

The Ukrainian Institute of America on June 9 hosted a con-
cert dedicated to the victims of the Chornobyl and Fukushima 
nuclear disaster. The concert was sponsored by the Music at 
the Institute concert series and featured classical works per-
formed by violinist Solomiya Ivakhiv, pianist Valentina Lisitsa 
and cellist Kaori Yamagami, musicians who donated their 
services to raise funds for the victims of these catastrophes.

“Saints and Sinners,” another concert at the UIA held in 
June featured the New York Bandura Ensemble’s Collegium 
Musicum performing works by  “lirnyky” “kobzari,” as well as 
devotional songs written by Ukrainian baroque composers. 
The ensemble included bandurist Michael Andrec, vocalist 
Natalie Honcharenko, bandurist Julian Kytasty and lutist 
Roman Turovsky. The concert was noted for the musicians’ 
skills, their selections and vocal command, and was present-
ed by the Fourth Wave project at the Center for Traditional 
Music and Dance and the New York State Council on the Arts.

The textile collection of Myroslav and Anna Hnatiuk of 
Livonia, Mich., was donated to the Ukrainian Museum-
Archives in Cleveland in June. The collection features 450 tex-
tile such as embroidered blouses, ritual cloths and pillow 
cases, and thousands of artifacts from a variety of folk art 
genres. The collection was catalogued by UMA Curator Aniza 
Kraus, assisted by Teena Jennings, textile professor at the 
University of Akron, who volunteered to assist in managing 
and cataloguing the collection and making it available to 

experts and the general public. The UMA received a $15,000 
grant from the Ohio Humanities Council in February 2010 for 
a two-year project “The Hnatiuk Collection: Ukrainian 
Textiles Then and Now,” that featured a color catalogue, 
scholarly papers, an exhibit and workshop on Ukrainian 
embroidery and beadwork. The exhibit was launched in June 
with classes and related workshops held throughout the 
exhibit’s run into September. At the end of June the collection 
was presented at the fourth International Conference on the 
Inclusive Museum in Johannesburg, South Africa, and in 
November at the North American Textile Conservation 
Conference in Oaxaca, Mexico.

Ukrainian Canadian artist Ron Kostyniuk opened an 
exhibit “Relief Structure Series” at the Ukrainian Institute of 
Modern Art in Chicago on June 17. The exhibit ran until 
August 14 and featured geometric compositions created with 

sprayed enamel pain on a substrate of either polyvinyl chlo-
ride or Plexiglas. Mr. Kostyniuk’s work is characterized by 
interlocking horizontal and vertical lines, contrasted by 
brightly colored elements.

Works by Sviatoslav Hordynsky were on display at The 
Ukrainian Museum in New York in an exhibit “The Worlds of 
Sviatoslav Hordynsky” May 22 through November 6. The 
exhibit features Hordynsky’s contributions as scholar, poet, 
critic, translator and cultural activist. In 1931 he was one of 
the founding members of the Association of Independent 
Ukrainian Artists in Lviv. Hordynsky has created sacred imag-
ery for more than 30 church interiors across the United 
States, Canada and Australia. A companion book by Roman 
Lubkivskyi was launched at the exhibit’s opening, “Svity 
Sviatoslava Hordynskoho” (The Worlds of Sviatoslav 
Hordynsky) and featured 175 pages of illustrations and text.

Artist Anatole Kolomayets presented his 38th solo exhibi-
tion, a selection of oil paintings, in “Anatole Kolomayets: A 
Retrospective” at the Ukrainian National Museum in Chicago 
on July 1. More than 400 of the artist’s works are in numer-
ous private collections and galleries around the world. In 
2007 he was awarded the Merited Artist of Ukraine.

The Ukrainian Museum in New York hosted an evening of 
music and song on January 29 to mark the opening of the 
exhibit “An Invitation to a Wedding.” With the collaboration of 
Nadia Tarnawsky, along with the Ukrainian Women’s Voices 
ensemble, andwith musical accompaniment by bandurist 
Julian Kytasty, multi-woodwind instrumentalist Andriy 
Milavsky, violinist Brandon Vance and bassist Branislav 
Brinarsky, examples of different songs for various stages of 
the wedding were performed.

Chicago’s Ukrainian National Museum announced in 
February it was collecting items, including work permits and 
other documents, household items, luggage, hand crafted 
objects, literature and other items for a Ukrainian displaced 
persons exhibit “From DP to DC: Resettlement of WWII 
Refugees.” The exhibit was on view from November 5 
through January 29, 2012. A monograph of the collected 
items was also included as part of the exhibit.

The Joselyn Art Museum in Omaha, Neb., hosted the “Glory 
of Ukraine” exhibit from March through April. In conjunction 
with the U.S.-Ukraine Foundation and the Embassy of 
Ukraine in the United States, it appeared at The Museum of 
Russian Art (Minneapolis) and the Houston Museum of 
Natural Science. The exhibit featured icons, religious items, 
ancient artifacts from early civilizations in Ukraine, and tools 
and weapons. The Joselyn exhibit concluded the tour in 2011 
and included workshops on pysanky and icons. 

The Ukrainian Museum in New York celebrated its 35th 
anniversary on April 10 with a gala luncheon and silent auc-
tion at Battery Gardens in lower Manhattan. More than 220 
people attended the event. Items for auction included artwork, 
jewelry, Ukrainian embroidery and baked goods. The muse-
um’s history was traced by the speakers, including Ukrainian 
National Women’s League of America President Marianna 
Zajac, who recalled how the museum was founded by the 
UNWLA in the late 1970s, with a separate board of directors 
being formed to independently manage the museum, but with 
the UNWLA retaining 51 percent voting rights. Proceeds from 
the event raised more than $125,000, with $11,000 being 
raised by the silent auction alone. Plaques were awarded to 
Bohdan Kurczak, president of Selfreliance New York Federal 
Credit Union, and Olha Hnateyko, former chair of the muse-
um’s board, for their tireless years of service and support.

The Ukrainian Institute of Modern Art in Chicago celebrat-
ed its 40th anniversary with a year of exhibits, concerts and 
other events, capping off the year with a banquet on October 
8. Guest speakers included Russel Panczenko, director of the 
Chazen Museum of Art at the University of Wisconsin, and Dr. 
Yuri Shevchuk, professor at Columbia University.  

The Opika troupe from the Zakarpattia region of Ukraine performs at the Folk Life Festival in Washington, which 
was held on June 30-July 11.

“Congregation of All the Saints of Pechersk Lavra,” 
Icon-Painting Workshop of Kyiv-Pechersk Lavra, late 
18th century-early 19th century, was part of the exhibit 
“Glory of Ukraine” at the Jocelyn Art Museum in 

Omaha, Neb.

Francesca Licari

The Kobzar Ukrainian National Choir of Los Angeles under the direction of Gregory Hallick presented two special 
concerts of “koliady” and “schedrivky” in California on January 22-23.
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Vasyl Ivanchuk and the Klitschko brothers earn top recog-
nition for the championships they earned in the 2011 sports 
year. The latter two we’ve heard about for years – both Vitali 
and Wladimir continue to rule boxing’s heavyweight division 
with nary a serious challenger in sight. Vasyl Ivanchuk, you 
ask? Chess pundits assert him as one of the top grandmasters 
in the chess world, a multiple tournament winner once again 
in the past year.

The above three are simply the initial entries on a long list 
of outstanding Ukrainian individual and team performances 
in 2011. Our sports department’s annual analysis of amateur 
and professional competitions, contests and championships 
in sports ranging from archery to wrestling resulted in the 
following third annual Ukrainian Weekly Sports Awards:

• Ukrainian Team of the Year: Shakhtar Donetsk (soccer)
• Most Valuable Ukrainian Male Athlete: tie Vitali Klitschko 

(boxing) and Vasyl Ivanchuk (chess)
• Most Valuable Ukrainian Female Athlete: Olena 

Kostevych (shooting)
• Ukrainian Rookie of the Year: Alexander Dolgopolov 

(tennis)
The year’s top performances by (in alphabetical order) 

sport were as follows.
At the 13th European Indoor Archery Championship in 

Spain on March 21-27, Olga Buliga won gold in the women’s 
division junior recurve event. Ukraine’s men’s team won gold 
in the men’s recurve team event and the junior women’s 
team won gold in the recurve team event. Tetyana Dorohova 
and Kateryna Yavorska won gold in the women’s division, 
while Andriy Dorohov and Sergiy Chronyi were named best 
male archers at the 48th Golden Autumn International 
Archery Tournament held in Lviv on September 13-17.

Lesya Dovkh won the gold medal at the 2011 European 
Athletics Indoor Championship on March 4-6 in Paris, 
France. Hanna Hatsko won the gold medal in the women’s 
javelin throw at the 11th European Cup Winter Throwing 
Championships held in Bulgaria in mid-March. In the U-23 
division, Mykyta Nesterenko won gold in the men’s discus 
throw, while Vira Rebryk won gold in the women’s javelin. 

Artem Prima won the 10-meter sprint (biathlon) at the 
25th World Winter Universiade in Turkey on February 1. 
Olena Saladukha won the gold medal in the women’s triple 
jump (14.94 meters) at the IAAF World Championship in 
Korea on August 27-September 4. 

Santa Dimopolous (whose mother is Ukrainian) won gold 
in the World Bodybuilding and Physique Championship held 
in Thailand on October 2-8.

WBC heavyweight champion Vitali Klitschko defended his 
title against Oleander Solis of Cuba with a knockout near the 
end of the very first round of their March 19 boxing match in 
Cologne, Germany. A quick right hook to Solis’ temple left 
19,000 boxing fans stunned. (Incidentally, Vitali and Natalia 
Klitschko were selected 2011 Couple of the Year in Germany. 
The couple was feted for the durability of their love and their 
glamorous pairing.) Maxim “Tiger” Bursak retained his WBO 
middleweight title against Carlos Adan Jerez of Argentina in 
Kyiv on May 29. It was a 12-round unanimous decision. 
Wladimir Klitschko defeated WBA title-holder David Haye on 
July 2 in Hamburg, Germany, to become the undisputed 
world heavyweight champion. The 12-round bout was unani-
mously scored in Klitschko’s favor by the three judges. 

Wladimir and brother Vitali claim ownership of all six heavy-
weight title belts. Vladyslav Mykhailov (75 kg) won the gold 
medal at the AIBA Junior World Boxing Championships in 
Kazakhstan on July 20-31. Vitali Klitschko retained his WBC 
title again on September 10, pummeling his overmatched 
opponent, Tomasz Adamek. The bout was called two minutes 
and 20 seconds into the 10th round. Wladimir Klitschko was 
named “Fighter of the Year” by the World Boxing 
Organization on November 2.

Vasyl Ivanchuk won the Tradewise Gibraltar Chess 
Festival held on January 24-February 3; 231 players from 45 
countries competed. Alexander Areshchenko won the ninth 
Parsvnath International Open Chess Tournament in India on 
January 18. Martyn Kravtiv won the Chennai Open in India 
on January 26. Yuriy Kuzubov won the Reykjavik Open 2011 
on March 16 with 7 points. Yuri Solodovnichenko won the 
29th international chess tournament in France on May 2-8. 
Ukraine’s team won first place at the seventh European Chess 
Solving Championship in Poland on April 11th. Alexander 
Zubarev scored 5 out of 7 points to win the first international 
open chess tournament in Switzerland on March 17-20. Vasyl 
Ivanchuk won the 46th Capablanca Memorial chess tourna-
ment in Cuba on May 10-21; it was his fifth Havana tourney 
triumph. Yuriy Kryvoruchko won the fourth international 
chess tournament in Greece on July 20-27. Kostiantyn Tarlev 
won the FIDE President Cup chess tournament in Russia on 
August 15-18. Ukraine’s national chess team defeated 
Azerbaijan at the World Team Chess Championship in China 
on July 26.

Maksym Shemberev won the men’s 400-meter individual 
medley and Daryna Zevina won three events – the 50-meter 
backstroke, the 100-meter backstroke and the 200-meter 
backstroke – at the FINA World Junior Diving Championships 
in Peru on August 16-21. 

Olga Kharlan won the final against fellow Ukrainian Olena 
Khomrova, 15-8, at the Saber World (Fencing) Cup in 
Istanbul, Turkey on March 13. Yana Shemyakina won the gold 
medal in epee at the Women’s Grand Prix in China on June 11. 

Natalia Moskvina and Maryna Kyiko won gold medals in 
the Women’s Synchronized Trampoline (gymnastics) event 
at the Federation of International Gymnastics World Cup on 

May 27-28 in St. Petersburg, Russia. 
Ukraine won eight medals at the 2011 WAKO World 

Kickboxing Championship in Macedonia on October 26-29. 
Dmytro Bezverkhy, Dmytro Kirpan and Kateryna Solovey 
won gold medals.

Ukraine’s judo team won five medals, including a gold by 
Vadym Syniavsky (90 kg) at the International Judo 
Federation World Cup (martial arts) in Tbilisi, Georgia on 
February 1. Ukraine’s men’s team won the European Judo 
Championship in Turkey on April 21-24, the first time since 
the tournament’s inception in 1951. Gold medalists included: 
Georgii Zantaraia, Serhiy Drebot, Volodymyr Soroka, Artem 
Vasylenko, Viktor Savinov, Valentyn Grekov, Roman Gontyuk, 
Stanislav Bondarenko and Artem Bloshenko. Individually, 
Georgii Zantaraia won a gold medal in the 100 kg division. 
Artem Avtohanov and Ihor Hryhoriev won first place in the 
light contact event at the European Open Kempo-Karate and 
Kobudo Championship in Kharkiv on April 3-5. Viacheslav 
Densyov won the gold medal at the Men’s Judo World Cup in 
Estonia on June 11-12. Kyiv hosted the World Judo 
Championship for Cadets at the Sports Palace on August 
11-14. Pavlo Skopenko (55 kg.) won a gold medal. 

Ukrainian athletes secured 142 berths for the 2012 
Summer Olympic Games to be held in London on July 
27-August 12. Ukraine’s athletes will include 71 in track and 
field, 46 swimmers, seven shooters, two in the modern pen-
tathlon, six divers, six archers and four horse racers. 

Ukraine’s paralympic swim team won 41 gold medals 
(105 total medals) at the 2011 IPC Swimming European 
Championship in Germany on July 3-10. Yevhen Bohodaiko, 
17, led the count with eight gold medals. 

Ukraine’s women’s team won the quadruple scull event at 
the FISA Rowing World Cup in Germany on May 27.

Ukraine’s women’s sevens rugby team won the European 
Rugby Championship in Riga, Latvia on July 2-3, a competi-
tion of 12 teams.

Olena Kostevych won the gold medal in women’s 
10-meter pistol at the IWK International Air Weapon 
Competition in Germany on January 27. Vladlen Onopko won 
the men’s junior 10-meter running target event at the ISSF 
European Junior Shooting Championships held in Bresia, 
Italy on March 1-7. In the men’s division, Vladyslav 
Prianishnikov won the 10-meter running target event, and 
Galina Avramenko won first place in the same event for 
women. Mariia Kramar won the junior women’s event. Polina 
Barvinova and Kramar won in the women’s junior mixed 
event. Roman Bondaruk and Galina Avramenko won first 
place in the men’s 25-meter small-caliber/large caliber 
events and gold in the women’s running target mixed shoot-
ing event, respectively, at the 42nd Grand Prix of Liberation. 
The international shooting competition was held in the Czech 
Republic on May 4-8. Olena Kostevych won gold in the wom-
en’s 25-meter pistol event at the International Shooting Sport 
Federation Rifle, Pistol and Shotgun World Cup in Sydney, 
Australia, on March 21-April 1. Olena Kostevych won the 
10-meter women’s air pistol event at the International 
Shooting Sport Federation Rifle and Pistol World Cup held at 
Fort Benning, Ga., on May 14-23.

The Dnipro soccer club from Dnipropetrovsk won the 
Marbella Cup international soccer tournament in Spain on 
February 2-8. Shakhtar beat Dynamo Kyiv 2-0 in Sumy on 
May 25 for its seventh Ukrainian Cup victory. The legendary 
Andriy Shevchenko announced he will retire following the 
2012 UEFA European Championship, adding that he hopes 
Team Ukraine challenges for the title and he has an opportu-
nity to leave his sport a winner. Dynamo Kyiv turned the tides 
on archrival Shakhtar Donetsk, defeating it 3-1 in Poltava on 
July 5 to win the Ukrainian Super Cup, its fifth overall such 
Cup. Andriy Voronin was recognized in June by Sport Express 
magazine as the best soccer player of the CIS and the Baltic 
countries. Shakhtar won the Salzburger Land Cup friendly 
tournament in Austria on June 26-29. Ukraine won the U-16 

Top Ukrainian champions
sport brains and brawn

Most Valuable Ukrainian Male Athletes of 2011: Vasyl Ivanchuk and Vitali Klitschko.

Ukrainian Team of the Year: Shakhtar Donetsk.

champion.com.ua klitschko.com

shakhtar.com
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Viktor Bannikov soccer tournament held in Ukraine on June 
19. Andriy Shevchenko was named by FIFA as the European 
Zone’s all-time record goal scorer with 26 in FIFA World Cup 
qualifying matches. He has tallied 45 goals in over 100 
matches for the Ukraine National Team. Shevchenko suffered 
a broken jaw on August 13.

Ukraine’s Annamari Chundak won the gold medal in the 
women’s division of the International Ski Federation Europa 
Cup (snowboarding) in Kyiv on March 10-13. 

Oksana Serikova won gold in the women’s 50-meter free-
style at the Moscow Open Water Swimming Championship 
on April 22.

Artem Smirnov won the Turkey F1 Futures tennis tourna-
ment held on January 10-16 in Turkey. Smirnov then teamed 
with Denys Molchanov to win the doubles competition. 
Sergiy Stakhovsky of Ukraine and Mikhail Youzhny of Russia 
defeated Jeremy Chardy (France) and Feliciano Lopez (Spain) 
4-6, 6-3, 10-3 to win the Dubai Duty-Free Tennis 
Championship in Dubai on February 27-March 3. Alexander 
Dolgopolov and Xavier Malisse of Belgium won the Masters 
Series BNP Paribas Open tourney in California on March 
10-20. Kateryna Kozlova and Valentyna Ivashchenko won a 
doubles competition in Contrexeville, France on July 11-17. 
Alexander Dolgopolov won the ATP Croatia Open in Umag, 
Croatia on August 1, the first singles title of his pro career. 
Valentyna Ivakhnenko, 18, won the ITF Moscow 2011 tennis 
tournament on August 1-7 – her fourth career title. In the 
doubles competition she was a winner, partnering with 
Kateryna Kozlova. Sergiy Popov and Valeriy Samoday won 
gold medals at the Swatch FIVB Junior World Championship 
in Halifax, Nova Scotia, on August 31-September 4.

Kostiantyn Vakhniuk (63 kg.) and Shakir Kurbanov (76 
kg.) won the 15th Shamanovsky Memorial International 
Greco-Roman Wrestling Tournament in Belarus on January 
28. Stanislav Bondarenko (+100 kg.) won the heavyweight 
divisional title at the European Union Judo World Cup in 
Poland on February 26-27. At the European Wrestling 
Championship on March 29-April 3 in Germany, gold medal 
winners included: Vasyl Rachyba in men’s Greco-Roman and 
Yulia Blahinya, Yulia Ostapchuk and Kateryna Burmistrova in 
women’s freestyle. The women’s team placed first in free-
style. Hanna Vasylinko (59 kg) defeated Sofia Mattson of 
Sweden in the women’s freestyle event to win the gold medal 
at the Senior World Wrestling Championship in Istanbul, 
Turkey, on September 12-18.

Ukraine is cleaning house and refurbishing its aged Soviet-
era infrastructure in preparations to host the Euro-2012 soc-
cer championships. Billions of public and private monies are 
being pumped in to build new training facilities, stadiums, 
airports and hotels, to rebuild roads and to upgrade rail 
transportation links. More than 700,000 visitors are expected 
to attend the world’s third-most viewed sporting event in 
Ukraine over a three-week period in June of next year. Kyiv, 
Donetsk, Kharkiv and Lviv are Ukraine’s host cities and will 
be shining brightly on the international soccer stage. 

Vitali Klitschko was appointed a Ukrainian ambassador for 
the Euro-2012 volunteer program. His goal is to recruit people 
from Poland and Ukraine to join the volunteer team in hopes 
of making the event a rousing success. The Union of European 
Football Associations (UEFA) allocated 500 million euros to 
Ukraine and Poland in preparation for Euro-2012. Ukraine 
was placed in Group D with Sweden, France and England.

Diaspora sports

Five snowboarders and 64 skiers competed in the 57th 
annual Carpathian Ski Club (KLK) races at Hunter 
Mountain on March 5. An awards dinner at a Hunter, N.Y., 
restaurant included dignitaries Erko Palydowycz, KLK 
President, and Ukraine’s United Nations Ambassador 
Yuriy Sergeyev. 

April 16 was the date of this year’s Ukrainian American 
Youth Association’s annual volleyball tournament held in 

Yonkers, N.Y. Sixteen teams competed in three divisions 
with more than 130 players participating in the all-day 
event. The Hartford/Boston/Yonkers squad won the 
men’s division, team Passaic, N.J., took the boys’ competi-
tion, and the girls from Sitch beat Yonkers.

One hundred ninety-eight teams from the Atlantic sea-
board and Canada competed at the Ukrainian Nationals 
annual Memorial Day weekend youth tournament played 
at Tryzubivka in Horsham, Pa. Ukrainian teams won 13 
classifications of play: the Ukrainian Nationals – Tryzub 
won 11, Chornomorska Sitch and the Ukrainian Sports 
Club Karpaty of Toronto each won one.

The 16th annual Great Lakes Cup soccer tournament 
was held in Yorkville, Ill., on May 28-29. Sixteen teams 
competed in two divisions. FC Connection-Ukraina and 
Chicago Connection-Ukraina were winners in the Men’s 
Open and Men’s Over-35 divisions, respectively. USCAK 
President Irenaeus Isajiw attended this year’s tournament 
and donated two permanent trophies.

The July 4th Independence Day weekend at the 
Soyuzivka Heritage Center was again the scene for the 
USCAK-East Tennis Tournament. The 55th annual event 
was contested in 11 categories. Forty-seven players partic-
ipated this year, including 13 from Soyuzivka’s Tennis 
Camp. The tournament was hosted by the Carpathian Ski 
Club (KLK) and conducted by the Tennis Committee of the 
Ukrainian Sports Federation of the U.S.A. and Canada 
(USCAK). 

The Rye Celtics won July’s Dana Cup in Denmark. The 
premier New York U-15 girls’ soccer team was one of 55 
teams from all over the world competing at the internation-
al youth tournament. The champions were led by their out-
standing goaltender, 15-year-old Lesia Danyluk, a Ukrainian 
from Dobbs Ferry, N.Y. In eight tournament matches, Lesia 
pitched eight shutouts – the Celtics tallied 24 unanswered 
goals during their sweeping tournament run.

USCAK-U.S.A. won the fourth International Ukrainian 
Football (soccer) Tournament held in Toronto on August 
13-20. Dima Tereschak scored six goals during the tour-
ney, including the lone goal in the 1-0 finals victory over 
USCAK-Canada. 

Hurricane Irene’s flooding, power outages and a host of 
other storm-related problems could not prevent another 
successful Soyuzivka Labor Day weekend of USCAK 
National Swimming and Tennis Championships. 
Chornomorska Sitch was the team winner in swimming, 
while Mykola Stroynick won the men’s finals. 

The Druzhba 78 youth hockey team from Kharkiv, 
Ukraine, won the Ice Works Hockey Tournament in Aston, 
Pa., on September 3-5, going undefeated. In late June the 
Bantam team for Druzhba 78 won the seventh annual 
Gatorade AAA Summer Challenge hockey tournament in 
Hollydell, N.J. 

Ukrainian American Mark Kramarchuk won a New 
York Post poll as New York City’s top boys’ soccer player. A 
sweeper by trade, the 17-year-old is Fordham Prep’s lead-
ing scorer and an honors student with a 3.95 GPA.

“Pro Sports Updates”

Our own sports department continued to bring you fea-
tures and updates on Ukrainian professional athletes in 
hockey, boxing, golf, tennis, basketball, soccer and cycling.

Flip Saunders, of Ukrainian descent, and Mike Fratello, 
non-Ukrainian, accepted huge coaching challenges with 
the Washington Wizards and the Ukrainian National Team.

Tyler Bozak is a budding Leaf in Toronto, Jordin Tootoo 
successfully battled a personal setback in Nashville, Zach 
Boychuk was voted the AHL’s top prospect and Dallas 
selected Jamie Oleksiak in the first round of the 2011 NHL 
draft. 

The Kontinental Hockey League’s rosters are dotted 
with many Ukrainians, Rangers’ prospect Pavel 
Valentenko’s father is from Donetsk, Ukraine, and ex-
NHLer Dave Babych set a standard on defense during his 
lengthy career.

Three Ukrainian hockey players were among those lost 
when a jet carrying the KHL’s Lokomotiv hockey team 
crashed on take-off September 7: San Jose Sharks pros-
pect Daniil Sobchenko, Ottawa draftee Vitaly Anikeyenko 
and goaltender Alexander Vyukin. The 2011-2012 NHL 
season faced off with Anton Babchuk staying in Calgary, 
Ruslan Fedotenko recommitting to the Rangers, Darcy 
Hordichuk moving to Edmonton, Alexei Ponikarovsky 
earning a new lease on hockey life in Carolina and Darryl 
Sydor following boss Mike Yeo to Dallas as an assistant 
coach.

Ukrainians are plentiful on the pro tennis tour, with the 
many women players declining in rankings, while young-
sters Alexander Dolgopolov and Sergiy Stakhovsky are ris-
ing up the men’s ranks. Would you believe a Ukrainian 
(Andriy Voronin) is captain of the Dynamo Moscow soccer 
club? Move over, Red Sox-Yankees, Celtics-Lakers and 
Cowboys-Redskins. Joining the world’s top sports rivalries 
is Shakhtar Donetsk vs. Dynamo Kyiv! 

Jim Furyk holed out another great year on the links as 
one of the world’s top golfers.

Matt Kuchar finished the 2011 year ranked sixth 
among all PGA Tour golfers, earning a cool $4,233,920. 

The U.S.A. soccer team representing the Ukrainian Sports Federation of the U.S.A. and Canada (USCAK), winners 
of the International Ukrainian Football Tournament held on August 15-30 in Toronto.

Markian Radomskiy

Most Valuable Ukrainian Female Athlete: Olena Kostevych. Ukrainian Rookie of the Year: Alexander Dolgopolov.
alexdolgopolov.comorphensandlyra.tripod.com
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During 2011 our community mourned the passing of many 
of its prominent members, as well as an American defender of 
Soviet political prisoners and a notable Welsh researcher 
whose cause was near and dear to Ukrainians’ hearts. Among 
them were the following, listed in order of their passing.

Valerian Revutsky, 100, an authority on Ukrainian and 
Russian theater, member of the Shevchenko Scientific Society, 
Ukrainian Academy of Arts and Sciences in the U.S.A., 
Association of Canadian Slavists, Ukrainian Free University, 
and Academy of Arts in Ukraine, professor at the Universities 
of Toronto, Victoria and British Columbia – Vancouver, 
December 22, 2010.

Mykhailyna Kotsiubynska, 79, literary scholar and critic, 
laureate of the Vasyl Stus Prize and the National Taras 
Shevchenko Literary Award, translator, philologist, rights 
activist and member of the Sheshtydesiatnyky – January 7.

Jurij Ferencevych, 85, veteran of the 1st Division of the 
Ukrainian National Army, head of the veterans’ group Brody-
Lev, former head of the worldwide General Plast Executive 
and the U.S. National Executive Board of Plast, former head of 
the Self-Reliance Credit Union in Jersey City – Jersey City, N.J., 
February 14.

Wasyl Janischewskyj, 86, esteemed educator and engi-
neer, professor emeritus of the University of Toronto, com-
munity activist, a founder and longtime president of the 
Ukrainian Canadian Research and Documentation Center, for-
mer member of the Canadian National Executive Board of 
Plast and former head of the worldwide General Plast 
Executive – Toronto, February 16.

Oleh Palaschenko, 59, advisor on the Ukrainian National 
Association’s General Assembly newly elected at the organi-
zation’s 2010 convention – Parma, Ohio, February 24. 

Eustachia Hoydysh, 97, former head of the U.S. National 
Executive Board of Plast, former teacher at School of 
Ukrainian Studies at St. George’s in New York – Westbury, 
N.Y., March 1.

Ivan Hel, 74, human rights activist, dissident politician, 
journalist, editor of the journals Christian Voice and 
Ukrainian Herald, survivor of the Soviet Gulag, head of the 
Committee for the Defense of the Rights of Believers and the 
Church – Lviv, March 16.

Bishop Yulian Gbur, 68, Ukrainian Greek-Catholic chan-
cellor of the Lviv Archeparchy, bishop of the Eparchy of Stryi, 

survivor of the Akcja Wisla forced resettlement of Ukrainians 
in Poland – Stryi, March 24. 

Brig. Gen. Joseph Romanow, 89, air force veteran of the 
second world war, first Ukrainian promoted to the rank of 
general in the Canadian armed forces, commander in the 
Order of Military Merit, the highest exemplary service award 
given by the Canadian armed forces, co-founder of the 
Canadian Ukrainian Relief Bureau, which helped Ukrainian 
refugees emigrate to Canada – Ottawa, March 21. 

Harold Bochonko, respected member of Rotary 
International, former trustee of Holy Ghost Ukrainian 
Catholic Church, member of Ukrainian American Veterans 
Post 27, Catholic War Veterans and the American Legion, held 
various officer positions on the UAV National Executive Board 
– Woodside, N.Y., April 1.

The Rev. Dr. Dmytro Blazejowsky, 100, priest and histo-
rian, authored 25 scientific papers on the history of the 
Church and the Ukrainian state, best known for his 350 
embroidered icons and religious banners – Lviv, April 23.

The Rev. Deacon Yourij Malachowsky, 71, beloved dea-
con remembered for his ministry work in visiting the sick, the 
homebound and those in nursing homes – May 22.

Yar Slavutych, 93, Holodomor survivor, noted professor 
of Slavic languages at the Army Language School and the 
University of Alberta, prolific writer of textbooks for 
Ukrainian schools – Edmonton, July 4.

Volodymyr Klitschko, 64, proud father of the world 
famous boxers Vitali and Wladimir Klitschko, retired colonel 
in the Soviet Air Force, a “liquidator” during the clean-up of 
the Chornobyl nuclear disaster – Kyiv, July 13.

Alexander Pryshlak, 86, veteran of the 1st Division of the 
Ukrainian National Army, mechanical engineer for Pratt & 
Whitney, member of the Ukrainian Engineers Society of 
America, Shevchenko Scientific Society, and the World 
Patriarchal Society, longtime chairman Ukrainian Patriarchal 
Society of the U.S.A, member of St. Michael’s parish in 
Hartford and a former teacher and principal at its Ukrainian 
Catholic school – Wethersfield, Conn., July 21.

Theodore Mackiw, 93, historian and linguist, professor 
emeritus of the University of Akron – Albuquerque, N.M., 
August 8.

Jerome Shestack, 88, human rights activist, lawyer, ambas-
sador to the United Nations Commission on Human Rights, 
president of the International League for Human Rights and 
president of the American Bar Association, who defended 
Soviet-era Ukrainian political prisoners and worked with the 
Ukrainian Human Rights Committee – Philadelphia, August 18.

Dmytro Galonzka, 90, longtime cantor and director of the 
Ukrainian school of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus Ukrainian 

Catholic parish, secretary of Branch 307 of the Ukrainian 
National Association, secretary of the Boston Branch of the 
UCCA, co-founder and member of the board of directors of 
the Ukrainian Fraternal Credit Union of Boston, board mem-
ber of the Boston branch of the Ukrainian American Youth 
Association – Boston, August 29.

Sgt. Joseph Szczerba, 44, 18-year veteran of the New 
Castle County Police Department in Delaware who was killed 
in the line of duty, posthumously promoted to lieutenant and 
awarded the department’s Medal of Honor, – Wilmington, 
Del., September 16.

Oleh Vitovych, 44, political dissident, member of the 
Ukrainian Helsinki Group, co-founder of Ukrainian National 
Asembly-Ukrainian National Self-Defense Organization 
(UNA-UNSO), former member of the Lviv Oblast Council and 
the Verkhovna Rada – Kyiv, October 22. 

Tamara Kardashinetz, 89, former member of the Svoboda 
editorial staff from 1975 to 1990 – Columbus, N.J., November 4.

Irena Stecura, former director of the Ukrainian Institute 
of America, founded in 1989 the well-respected and ongoing 
Music at the Institute Series (MATI) –Ternopil, November 18.

Walter Nazarewicz, former president and director of the 
Ukrainian Institute of America, spearheaded the ongoing ren-
ovations of the Institute’s landmark building, noted philan-
thropist that supported a multitude of UIA programs and ini-
tiatives – New York City, November 20.

Dr. Margaret Siriol-Colley, 86, physician and researcher, 
niece of the Welsh journalist Gareth Jones who reported on 
the Holodomor, staunch defender of her uncle’s legacy who 
uncovered and published his long-forgotten notes and dia-
ries, advocate for the revocation of the Pulitzer Prize given to 
Stalin apologist and Famine-Genocide ednier Walter Duranty 
for his coverage of the Soviet Union, author of two books on 
Gareth Jones, “A Manchukuo Incident” and “More Than a 
Grain of Truth” – England, November 20.

Julianna Starosolska, 99, author, journalist, former 
Soviet political prisoner who survived deportation to 
Kazakhstan, author of the noted book “Rozkazhu Vam pro 
Kazakhstan” (released in English during 2011 as “Woman in 
Exile: My Life in Kazakhstan”), former editor-in-chief of 
Nashe Zhyttia, member of the Shevchenko Scientific Society, 
New York community activist – New York, December 4. 

Andrew Stephan Diachok, 38, served with distinction in 
the U.S. Navy, achieved the rank of senior chief master at 
arms, selected in July 2011 by the Drug Enforcement 
Administration to be the Navy’s first representative to the 
DEA International Fellowship Program, buried with full mili-
tary honors at Arlington National Cemetery – Portsmouth, 
Va., December 10.

Mykhailyna Kotsiubynska

Oleh Vitovych

Ivan Hel

Dr. Margaret Siriol Colley

The Rev. Dr. Dmytro Blazejowsky

Andrew Stephan Diachok

Jurij Ferencevych

Prof. Yar Slavutych

Our community 
mourns their passing
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Edmonton’s Cheremosh dancers perform during the European Championship of Folklore held on July 8-18 in 
Bulgaria. The troupe won the gold medal.

Cheremosh

Cover of “The Jew Who Was Ukrainian” by Alexander 
J. Motyl.

Our section on the noteworthy encompasses those news 
developments of 2011 that defy easy categorization. Here 
they are, summarized in chronological order.

• Immigration Judge Elizabeth Hacker ruled on February 2 
that John Kalymon of Troy, Mich., should be deported because 
of evidence that he concealed his participation in Nazi-
sponsored acts of persecution and murder in Lviv during 
World War II. In her 28-page decision, Judge Hacker ordered 
Mr. Kalymon to be sent to Germany, Ukraine, Poland or any 
other country willing to take him, as he concealed his war-
time activities when he came to the United States in 1949. Mr. 
Kalymon’s lawyer, Elias Xenos, promised shortly afterwards 
to appeal the deportation order. The previous autumn Judge 
Hacker declined Mr. Xenos’ request to hold a mental compe-
tency hearing for his client, who suffers from dementia and 
prostate cancer. In September, an immigration appeals board 
dismissed Mr. Kalymon’s appeal, and Mr. Xenos planned to 
challenge that ruling in a federal appeals court in Cincinnati. 

• Forbes Magazine in March declared billionaire Rinat 
Akhmetov to be the world’s richest Ukrainian (and 39th rich-
est overall), with an estimated worth of $16 billion – some 
$10 billion more than in its 2010 estimate. Victor Pinchuk 
came in second, worth $3.3 billion (336th place overall), with 
Ihor Kolomoisky and Hennadiy Boholiubov, the co-owners of 
Privat Group, in third place and worth about $2.5 billion each.

• The literary scene saw the release of “The Silence of 
Trees,” the first novel written by Valya Dudycz Lupescu. It is a 
moving novel about the experiences of Nadya, a Ukrainian 
woman who survives the loss of her family to Soviet and Nazi 
persecution before coming to the U.S. after the second world 
war. As a teenager, she went to a gypsy fortuneteller who 
prophesized these great losses, but also promised a loving, 
stable life with family after these tribulations. Anyone inter-
ested in Ukrainian traditions and folklore, as well as the story 
of the Third Wave of immigrants, is sure to enjoy this novel.

• Stephanie Chopek Sydoriak, 84, was one of three resi-
dents of Los Alamos, N.M., designated a “Living Treasure of 
2011” by the non-profit organization Living Treasures of Los 
Alamos. She was recognized for her contributions and dedi-
cation to the town, where she has lived since 1948. Her hus-
band was a physicist at Los Alamos National Laboratory, and 
Mrs. Sydoriak (who also had a physics background) translat-
ed scientific papers in German, French, Ukrainian and Slovak 
into English at LANL. She was also a Brownie and Girl Scout 
troop leader, a Boy Scout den mother, and contributed to 
many other community organizations. Mrs. Sydoriak, a mem-
ber of the Ukrainian National Association and the Ukrainian 
National Women’s League of America, loves to share her 
Ukrainian heritage with others by putting together exhibits of 
Ukrainian pysanky, embroidery, woodcarving and ceramics. 
She headed a Ukrainian Week in the late 1990s and orga-
nized annual Ukrainian picnics.

• Leaders and friends of Plast Ukrainian Scouting 
Organization gathered on April 12 for an indoor “vohnyk” 
(campfire) in Kyiv marking its 99th anniversary. Intended to 
raise awareness of Plast’s upcoming centennial in 2012, the 
gathering was co-hosted by Sashko Polozhynsky of the band 
Tartak and singer and National Artist of Ukraine Maria 

Burmaka. Dr. Lubomyr Romankiw, Plast’s chief scout, spoke 
of Plast’s achievements by video address, and he was fol-
lowed by a British documentary on the life of Lord Robert 
Baden-Powell, the founder of the world scouting movement. 
The oath of allegiance taken by six novice scouts was a touch-
ing highlight of the evening. Rafal Wolski, head of the consul-
ar section of the Embassy of Poland, spoke about the scout 
movement in Poland before the second world war and lead-
ing up the collapse of the Soviet Union. Eric Salzman, an eco-
nomic officer of the U.S. Embassy and a scout himself, extend-
ed his best wishes to Ukraine’s scouts.

• On May 16, Ukrainian Canadian Immigrant Ihor Kozak, 
35, an entrepreneur from Ternopil who resides in Oshawa, 
Ontario, was named among the Top 25 Canadian immigrants, a 
designation bestowed by Canadian Immigration magazine and 
sponsored by the Royal Bank of Canada. More than 25,000 
Canadians voted online for their top choices among 500 nomi-
nees. Award recipients received a commemorative certificate 
and lapel pin, and a $500 donation towards a Canadian charity 
of their choice. Mr. Kozak came to Canada with his parents in 
1992. He completed the prestigious Royal Military College of 
Canada and served abroad in the Persian Gulf and Afghanistan. 
Mr. Kozak obtained a bachelor’s degree in computer engineer-
ing and an MBA, and has become a successful entrepreneur 
and Ukrainian Canadian community activist.

• On May 20, Capt. Heidemarie Stefanyshyn-Piper of the 
U.S. Navy was selected to become the first female command-
er of the Caderock Division of the Naval Surface Warfare 
Center. The Caderock Division, with over 3,500 employees 
throughout the U.S., is the primary research and develop-
ment, test and evaluation, engineering and fleet support 
organization for the Navy’s ships, submarine, military water-
craft and unmanned vehicles. Capt. Stefanyshyn-Piper is well-
known in the Ukrainian diaspora for being a NASA astronaut 
who has logged over 27 hours in space with five space walks.

• Ringo Starr and His All-Starr Band kicked off its first 
European tour in 13 years with a concert at Kyiv’s Ukrayina 
Palace in early June. Wearing black embroidered Ukrainian 
shirts (from Montreal-based Yevshan), the former Beatles 
drummer was joined by Rick Derringer, Edgar Winters, Gary 
Wright, Greg Bissonnette, Richard Page and Wally Palmar. Mr. 
Palmar, known to the Ukrainians of Detroit at Volodymyr 
Palamarchuk, was the lead vocalist and guitarist for The 
Romantics, who were famous in the early to mid-1980s for 
hits like “What I Like About You” and “Talking In Your Sleep.” 
In addition to those two songs, the audience most enjoyed 
hearing the Beatles classics “Yellow Submarine” and “With a 
Little Help from My Friends.”

• The late Julianna Starosolska’s memoir “Rozkazhu Vam 
Pro Kazakhstan” was translated into English as “Woman in 
Exile: My Life in Kazakhstan” by Marie Chmilewsky 
Ulanowicz. The translator explained that her motivation for 
this arduous task was simply being inspired by Ms. 
Starosolska’s “simple yet hauntingly poetic style” which 
“drew me into a life and existence that was so very different” 
from others. The book’s narrative “captured the horror, the 
humanity and, occasionally, even the humor of the Soviet 
political deportee’s situation.” Ms. Ulanowicz’s American 
friends had always urged her to write down her own family’s 
post-war stories, but Ms. Starosolska’s account, she decided, 
“cried out to be translated” and enjoyed by non-Ukrainians. 
With this translation, the author’s dream of reaching future 
generations of Ukrainians can be realized. Ms. Starosolska 
passed away on December 4.

• In late April, investors in a Holodomor documentary ini-
tiated a lawsuit against the film’s producers for failing to 

The noteworthy:
events and people

Atop California’s Mount Whitney on July 17 (from left) are: Marusia Sloniewsky, Lida Shevchik, Daria 
Massimilla and Lida Chapelsky following their successful climb. At 14,505 feet, Mount Whitney is the highest peak 

in the lower 48 states.
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Rich Graziano
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Dr. Bohdan Hawrylyshyn celebrated his 85th birthday 
and the release of his autobiography.

Volodymyr Musyak

Vitali Klitschko, who this year announced his entry into the political ring, at the Taras Shevchenko monument in 
Washington on October 11 with Andrew Futey (left), executive vice-president of the Ukrainian Congress 

Committee of America, and Michael Sawkiw, director of the Ukrainian National Information Service.

Yaro Bihun

release the movie. The plaintiffs – which include producers, 
fund-raisers and Holodomor survivors – allege the failure to 
release the film has caused emotional distress to the 
Ukrainian community and constituted a fraud on those who 
donated funds with the expectation that the film would be 
released in a timely manner. The plaintiffs went to Los 
Angeles Superior Court to demand a proper accounting of 
the money and repayment. Ultimately, this is a battle over 
ownership, as plaintiffs allege that the two producers secret-
ly applied for a copyright for the film, while the defendants 
claim the plaintiffs attempted to assert that they too have 
ownership rights. In June, the defendants filed a countersuit 
alleging libel, slander, fraud, unfair competition and inten-
tional interference. 

• On July 1, John Hewko, an attorney with extensive inter-
national experience in both the private and public sectors, 
began a new chapter in his life as the top executive of Rotary 
International, the global humanitarian service organization. 
Mr. Hewko is a Detroit native, former member of Plast 
Ukrainian Scouting Organization, and currently a member of 
the board of trustees of the Ukrainian Catholic University. 
Rotary International, an organization of business and profes-
sional leaders who provide humanitarian service and help to 
build good will, has 1.2 million members in 34,000 clubs in 
over 200 countries and geographical areas and distributes 
over $180 million annually to fund a variety of educational 
programs and humanitarian projects worldwide.

• Edmonton’s internationally acclaimed Cheremosh danc-
ers in July won the gold medal at the European Championship 
of Folklore held on July 8-18 in Nessebar, Bulgaria, becoming 
the first North America troupe to win the competition. The 
troupe won the “Golden Orpheus” medal and a diploma as 
Absolute European Champion of Folklore for 2011.

• In mid-July, four Ukrainian American women – Marusia 
Slonlewsky, Lida Shevchik, Darla Massimilla and Lida 
Chapelsky – successfully reached the top of California’s 
Mount Whitney, which at 14,505 feet is the tallest peak in the 
lower 48 U.S. states. The four women recalled many hiking 
and camping skills picked up as members of the Plast 
Ukrainian Scouting Organization during the five-day, 55-mile 
expedition. 

• Five students from the Goodwin College of Sports 
Management of Drexel University in late July had the oppor-
tunity to travel to Ukraine as part of an initiative to assist the 
Meteor Sport Club in Dnipropetrovsk in developing a strate-
gic plan for the facility. The students got to tour the facility 
and the city, participated in various question and answer ses-
sions and briefings to learn about the club and what it hopes 
to become, took part in a press conference and of course pre-
sented its findings and advice to the executives and staff of 
the sport club. 

• Former President Viktor Yushchenko received 2011 
Dole Leadership Prize from the Robert. J. Dole Institute of 
Politics at the University of Kansas on September 19 for his 
important work in Ukraine in spearheading political and eco-
nomic reform during and after the Orange Revolution of 
2004. The Dole Prize, a $25,000 award given annually since 
2003 to an individual whose public service leadership 
inspires others, has been bestowed upon leaders such as 
George H.W. Bush, Lech Walesa, Howard Baker, George 
McGovern and others.

• Alexandra Liteplo, an educational publishing digital pro-
ducer from Wakefield, Mass., and an active member of Plast 
Ukrainian Scouting Organization, appeared on the September 
20 episode of the popular TV quiz show “Jeopardy!” Ms. 
Liteplo came in third place and her final Jeopardy total was 
$15,601.

• The Ukrainian Graduates of Detroit and Windsor cele-
brated their 72nd anniversary with a banquet on October 16, 
awarded scholarships to eight new graduates and named Dr. 
Walter Yaworsky as their 2011 Ukrainian of the Year. Dr. 
Yaworsky is a retired prominent psychiatrist from Windsor, 
Ontario, life member of the Ontario Medical Association, and 
past-president of Medical Staff at Hotel Dieu Hospital and the 
Windsor Academy of Psychiatry. 

• Dr. Bohdan Hawrylyshyn, an economic advisor to three 
Ukrainian presidents and founder of the International 
Institute of Management in Kyiv, celebrated his 85th birthday 
and presented his autobiography ”Zalyshayus Ukrayintsem” (I 
Remain a Ukrainian) in Kyiv on October 19. His family suffered 
under the Soviets and Nazis, and Dr. Hawrylyshyn himself was 
a forced laborer in German factories during the war. He immi-
grated to Canada, where he took on a job as a lumberjack to 
finance his education. He eventually completed studies in 
engineering and economics in both Toronto and Geneva.

• The Ukrainian Technological Society (UTS) of Pittsburgh 
named Anatoli Murha, president of the Ukrainian Bandurist 
Chorus, as its Ukrainian of the Year at its 42nd annual award 
ceremony and dinner dance on November 5. Mr. Murha was 
honored for his lifelong devotion to preserving the Ukrainian 
cultural heritage through music. In 2000, at the age of 22, he 
was elected the youngest president of the Ukrainian 
Bandurist Chorus, and is currently the second longest serving 
president of that organization. A Detroit-area native, Mr. 
Murha has organized and led tours of the Ukrainian 
Bandurist Chorus throughout North America and Europe.

• A history of the Ukrainian community in North Dakota 
was the subject of the new book “Ukrainians in North Dakota: 
In Their Voices” be Agnes Palanuk that The Weekly covered in 
November. Ukrainians came to North Dakota on the promise 
of productive affordable land and jobs in local coal mines. The 
book is unique as it includes excerpts from written and oral 
testimony of immigrants as far back as the 1930s.

• Lviv’s international airport was named in honor of King 
Danylo Halytsky in November after over 12,000 voters partic-
ipated in a Facebook poll. King Danylo received 3,283 votes 
and the runner-up, Stepan Bandera, received 2,197. The air-
port’s expansion project was completed in December, mean-
ing it will be ready for the Euro-2012 soccer championships.

• The official 2011 Christmas tree for St. Peter’s Square at 
the Vatican was a 30-meter fir from the Carpathian moun-
tains in Ukraine, and in November a Slovenian carrier deliv-
ered the tree for the holiday season. This tradition of install-
ing Christmas trees from foreign countries was begun during 
the papacy of John Paul II.

• World champion boxer Vitali Klitschko announced in 
November that his new fight is for Ukraine, and that his 
Ukrainian Democratic Alliance for Reform (UDAR) Party 
would hope to rally “supporters of European democratic val-
ues and those who put the interests of their country above 
their own.” Mr. Klitschko said that he and like-minded mem-
bers of Ukraine’s younger generations must demonstrate 
that, through hard work and playing by the rules, their coun-
try will continue down the path of political and economic 
reform for a European-oriented future. 

Cover of “Ukrainians in North Dakota – In Their 
Voices” by Agnes Palanuk.

Cover of “The Silence of Trees” by Valya Dudycz 
Lupescu.
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Here at The Ukrainian Weekly, we began the year with a 
milestone in our history and personnel changes. It was per-
haps, an omen of things to come as 2011 mixed the good with 
the not so good.

Our Kyiv Press Bureau celebrated the 20th anniversary of 
its founding in January 2011. It was on January 13, 1991, that 
the bureau was born. We had noted that major step in our 
January 20, 1991, issue with a simple story on page 3 head-
lined “Weekly correspondent now in Kiev” (yes, that’s how 
we all used to spell the name of Ukraine’s capital city…). The 
lead read: “Marta Kolomayets, an associate editor of The 
Ukrainian Weekly, arrived on Sunday, January 13, in Kiev, 
where she will serve as a correspondent for The Weekly and 
set up the Ukrainian National Association’s press bureau.” 

The move was months in the making – and not a simple 
undertaking at that. It came about as a result of a resolution 
adopted at the UNA’s May 1990 convention which stated: “The 
convention urges the UNA Executive Committee to look into 
establishing a bureau in Kiev and/or Lviv which would pro-
vide direct news service on a regular basis to our UNA publi-
cations.” Our efforts to establish the bureau began in earnest 
in October 1990 when a UNA delegation (composed of 
Supreme President Ulana Diachuk, Supreme Secretary Walter 
Sochan, and Supreme Advisors Eugene Iwanciw and Roma 
Hadzewycz) attending the second congress of Rukh met with 
officials of the Foreign Affairs Ministry. Several months of deal-
ing with red tape followed – it was, after all, still the Soviet era 
– and there were times when we thought our plans would 
come to naught. In the end, our persistence paid off. 

Ms. Kolomayets served several tours of duty as our Kyiv 
correspondent; others who served at our Kyiv Press Bureau 
were Chrystyna Lapychak, Khristina Lew, Roman 
Woronowycz, Andrew Nynka and Zenon Zawada. Not to be 
forgotten is Illya M. Labunka, who filled in at the bureau dur-
ing the first eight months of 2008 and whose byline appears 
occasionally from Ukraine.

Also in January, we were notified by our layout artist, 
David “Darko” Bushnell, that he would be leaving our staff to 
pursue a long held dream of hiking the Appalachian Trail, 
which at approximately 2,181 miles is the country’s longest 
marked footpath. Mr. Bushnell, who joined our team in 
October 2007, left the staff on February 11. During his tenure 
at The Weekly, Mr. Bushnell succeeded in upgrading and 
modernizing The Weekly’s production, leading the switcho-
ver from QuarkXPress to InDesign. 

We promptly advertised an opening for a layout artist and 
were very lucky to be able to hire Stepan Slutsky as our new 
layout artist. We’re sure you have noticed some of the design 
changes Mr. Slutsky has made, including a more readable font 
for the bodies of stories. (Did you notice the changeover in 
our September 18 issue?)

Later in the year, Our Kyiv Press Bureau chief, Zenon 
Zawada, left The Weekly effective June 3. He was our Kyiv edi-
tor from February 2005 to December 2007, and again from 
September 2008 to June of this year. He wrote hundreds of 
articles highlighting events in Ukraine, offering insight into 
issues and trends that are often overlooked by the main-

stream, English-language media. “It was a great honor to 
serve the Ukrainian American community and its efforts in 
preserving an independent, democratic and Ukrainian 
Ukraine,” he said upon leaving.

Mark Raczkiewicz, originally from Chicago, was our free-
lance correspondent from Kyiv during the period between 
early June (his first byline appeared in The Weekly on June 
12) and mid-October (he resigned as our free-lancer because 
of new responsibilities at the Kyiv Post). We then received 
stories from Kyiv for a short while by Volodymyr Musyak, 
who previously served as Mr. Zawada’s assistant at the Kyiv 
bureau and had written stories for us under his direction. 

In December, we were happy to learn that Mr. Zawada’s 
byline would once again appear on the pages of The Weekly, 
although now as a free-lancer rather than an editorial staff 
member. Thus, his stories are now tagged “Special to The 
Ukrainian Weekly” as opposed to “Kyiv Press Bureau.” The 
Zawada byline reappeared on December 18. Welcome back, 
Zenon. And, by the way, Zenon is a new dad. His wife 
Veronika gave birth to their first child, a son named Matviy, 
on December 31. Matviy arrived just in time to make it into 
our “2011: The Year in Review.”

The editorial staff of The Ukrainian Weekly at the Home 
Office in Parsippany, N.J., now includes: Editor-in-Chief Roma 
Hadzewycz, who joined the staff full-time in 1977 and has 
been editor-in-chief since 1980; and Matthew Dubas, who 
joined us in March 2006, which means he marked his fifth 
anniversary with us in 2011.

Awilda Rolon, who has been with The Weekly since 1980, 
continues as our indispensable typesetter, back-up layout 
person and digital archives project team member.

During the summer period we had an intern, as is our tra-
dition; she was Taissa Hamulak of Rockaway, N.J., a student at 

Also worth nothing among the materials published during 
2011 was Ms. Hamulak’s interviews with her peers –
Ukrainian students between the ages of 14 and 19, all of 
whom were born after August 24, 1991 – about their feelings 
as Ukraine marked the 20th anniversary of the re-establish-
ment of its independence. Their comments appeared in the 
same issue (August 21) as those of movers and shakers in 
Ukraine, diaspora leaders and Ukraine experts and scholars 
in North America.

Special issues during 2011 included our full-color release 
of Ukrainian debutante balls (March 27), “A Ukrainian 
Summer” (May 1), several issues dedicated to the 20th anni-
versary of Ukraine’s independence, and issues marking the 
25th anniversary of the Chornobyl disaster. In addition, there 
was our two-part “2010: The Year in Review” release 
(January 16 and 23).

New pricing

Beginning September 1, the price of our newspaper went 
up by $10 per year as a result of current economic realities. 
Thus, an annual subscription now costs $55 for members of 
the Ukrainian National Association and $65 for non-mem-
bers. (The prices for subscriptions to our sister publication, 
the Ukrainian-language weekly Svoboda, went up by the 
same amount.)

The last time The Ukrainian Weekly raised its prices was 
10 years ago, in April of 2001, when the price went up $5, 
from $40 per year for UNA members to $45 and from $50 for 
non-members to $55. And, prior to that, there was a price 
increase back in 1995. So, these necessary cost adjustments 
are few and far between. 

At the same time we implemented a new marketing strat-
egy for the UNA’s publications to sell subscriptions to both 
the print and online editions of The Ukrainian Weekly or 
Svoboda at a price of $60 for UNA members and $70 for non-
members. That translates into a mere $5 more for unlimited 
access to all the current year’s issues. 

To be sure, the new subscription prices do not cover our 
expenses or those of Svoboda. The support of advertisers, as 
well as donations to our press funds, help support these 
newspapers. But if it weren’t for the Ukrainian National 
Association’s sizable subsidy, Svoboda and The Weekly would 
not exist. The UNA, as a fraternal benefit society, publishes 
both as a service to its members and the community at large.

The Ukrainian Weekly Press Fund

Reader support for our newspaper continued to be strong 
during 2011. Donations to The Ukrainian Weekly Press Fund 
totaled $35,718 (as compared to $32,182 in 2010). Each 
month, without fail, The Ukrainian Weekly publishes a list of 
donors to The Ukrainian Weekly Press Fund. Perhaps you 
don’t pay much attention to these lists, but we do. These 
donations, no matter their amounts, make a big difference for 
a community publication like ours that never was a profit-
making venture. The Weekly, you see, has always been pub-
lished as a community service. What is most heartening to us 
on the receiving end of the donations is that we see a lot of 
familiar names – people who’ve sent in stories and letters, 
folks who’ve been mentioned in stories published in The 
Weekly, and, of course, personal acquaintances and col-
leagues in community activism. Among them are many sup-

At The Weekly:
milestones, hurdles

The cover page of the special section “Ukrainian 
Debutante Balls.”

Cover page of “A Ukrainian Summer,” 2011 edition.

The Weekly’s front page on the occasion of Ukraine’s 
20th anniversary of independence.

Rutgers University. She plans to return during the summer of 
2012. We also have a part-time editorial assistant, Markian 
Hadzewycz, who comes in for 10-12 hours a week for proof-
reading, writing and other duties.

The administration of the UNA’s two newspapers is head-
ed by the irreplaceable Walter Honcharyk, who is always 
willing to go the extra mile to ensure that things work. Also 
part of the administration during 2011 were our hard-work-
ing advertising manager, Maria Oscislawski, and our efficient 
subscriptions/circulation manager, Mary Pendzola.

Special topics, special issues

On September 11, we, like all Americans, remembered 
9/11 – the horrific attacks that took place in 2001. An editori-
al in our September 11 issue, and a graphic on our front page, 
made it clear that we stand with all Americans in remember-
ing the terrorist attacks on the World Trade Center and the 
Pentagon, as well as the forced plane crash in Shanksville, Pa., 
and mourn the nearly 3,000 people killed.

Other notable editorials during 2011 were our July 17 reac-
tion to an article on the Party of Regions website that attacked 
the Ukrainian diaspora of the United States and Canada, and 
advised it to stop “meddling” in Ukraine; our commentary on 
Ukraine at 20, which pointed out the good, the bad and the 
downright ugly developments in Ukraine and was published 
August 21 on the occasion of Ukrainian Independence Day; 
and an editorial titled “Of spirit and identity” that spoke of 
Ukrainian activists and patriots and hoped for a reawakening 
of the national spirit necessary for a great nation.
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The Weekly at 78

The year 2011 marked the 78th anniversary of our news-
paper, whose first issue rolled off the presses with the date of 
October 6, 1933. Much has changed since then. The Weekly 
has grown from a four-page supplement to its sister-newspa-
per, Svoboda, to an independent paper; it now prints pages in 
color; and it has an online presence that includes the newspa-
pers’ archives – all issues published since that premiere issue 
in 1933 – as well as the current year’s issues. 

Those who’ve visited our website have raved about the 
wealth of materials that may be found there. We’ve gotten 
comments and compliments from folks all around the world 
who’ve discovered our online archive and have happily spent 
hours online engaged in what can best be described as a 
“treasure hunt” for unique materials from our past. The 
archival materials on our website (1933-2011) are free and 
open to the public. We encourage our readers to log on and to 
explore our fascinating archives.

By the way, we would like to remind our readers that The 
Weekly’s website (www.ukrweekly.com) also features an 
online calendar of events called “Community Events” that 
allows groups to have their major events listed well in 
advance on an online calendar. The idea was to give commu-
nity activists a way to keep track of what is going on, when 
and where in order to help them plan and schedule their own 
events so that they do not conflict with others that might be 
geared to the same audiences. Once again, we invite our com-
munity organizations and activists to become familiar with 
the Community Events calendar. And to use it! It’s simple, it’s 
fast and it’s free. As it says on our website: To have an event 
listed on our calendar please e-mail info on the type of event, 
venue and date (for example: XYZ Debutante Ball, Hromada 
Hotel, West Town, NJ, January 1, 2009) to community@
ukrweekly.com.

If you use us, support us!

Now, a word to those who use The Weekly. If you send us 
information for publication in our paper – whether that’s a 
news item, or a Preview of Events listing, or something for 
“Notes on People” – we usually assume it’s because you are a 
subscriber. But that assumption has been proven wrong on 
many occasions. So, we hereby ask for your support. If you 
think enough of our paper to send us information for publica-
tion, please support it by becoming a subscriber. Your sub-
scription will help guarantee that this newspaper continues 
to be published and continues to serve our community and 
people like you. Without a strong contingent of subscribers, 
The Ukrainian Weekly is not viable.

Thank you in advance for your understanding and antici-
pated support.

*  *  *
Finally, as the year 2012 begins, we wish all of you, Dear 

Readers, a happy, healthy and prosperous new year. Let’s 
keep in touch!

Rolling the credits
“2011: The Year in Review” was prepared based on 

articles and new stories published in The Ukrainian 
Weekly and written by numerous authors during the 
past year. The sections were compiled by Roma 
Hadzewycz and Matthew Dubas of The Ukrainian 
Weekly’s editorial staff; Yaro Bihun, our Washington 
correspondent; Oksana Zakydalsky, our Toronto corre-
spondent; Ihor Stelmach, our sports columnist; and 
free-lancers Markian Hadzewycz, Deanna Yurchuk and 
Lesia Lebed. Credit for the layout goes to Stepan 
Slutsky.

porters from the younger generation. That, too, speaks vol-
umes. And, there are repeat donors of larger and smaller 
amounts. We see all these donations as tangible expressions 
of support for the work of this community newspaper.

A blast from the past

According to those in attendance at the celebration of 
Ukrainian Independence Day on Capitol Hill in Washington, 
and Ulana Mazurkevich, a Philadelphia community activist 
who sent us information in writing, former Congressman 
Don Ritter of Pennsylvania, who used to chair the Ad-Hoc 
Committee on the Baltic States and Ukraine and was a mem-
ber of the U.S. Helsinki Commission, praised The Ukrainian 
Weekly for providing him with information on the situation 
in Ukraine. 

In accepting the Michael Hrushevsky Award presented by 
the Ukrainian Congress Committee of America on September 
15, Mr. Ritter stated, “The Ukrainian Weekly was a tremen-
dous source of information for members of Congress like 
myself who were focused on issues of human rights and 
Soviet oppression.” 

“In the pre-Internet days” and at a time that there was a 
“lack of interest of the mainstream media in the issues involv-
ing Ukraine, The Ukrainian Weekly was most important in 
providing vital information,” he said. “I was also appraised of 
the situation in Ukraine by my constituents and the 
Ukrainian Human Rights Committee [which was headed by 
Ms. Mazurkevich]… Resolutions on behalf of political prison-
ers were generated by the Ad Hoc Committee on the Baltic 
States and Ukraine and the information derived from The 
Ukrainian Weekly was most effective in generating support 
for Ukrainian dissidents among members of Congress.”

Reading about the former congressman’s remarks 
strengthened our resolve to continue sending The Ukrainian 
Weekly free of charge to all members of the U.S. Congress – 
something we do at considerable expense to our bottom line.


